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ZERO PARKING 
FOR SENIORS

Continued on Page 83

Bronx River herring habitat restored

Continued on Page 83

Puerto Rican Parade Queen BY JAIME WILLIAMS
Swimming upstream just 

got a little easier.
A new fi sh passage on the 

Bronx River reestablishes a 
herring habitat blocked for 
hundreds of years by a dam.

City offi cials gathered on 
April 10 to cut the ribbon on 
the project at River Park, com-
pleted in December after more 
than 10 years of planning from 
the Parks Department and 
Bronx River Alliance, to mark 
the beginning of the fi rst 
spring in centuries that river 
herring will be able to swim 
upstream in the Bronx River 

over the East 182nd Street 
Dam to 12 acres of spawning 
and rearing habitat.

River herring live most 
of their lives in the Atlantic 
Ocean and return to freshwa-
ter streams to spawn every 
spring.  

They used to be plentiful in 
the Atlantic Ocean, but their 
numbers have signifi cantly 
diminished over the years, 
partially due to the prolifera-
tion of dams eliminating their 
freshwater spawning habitats, 
said Marit Larson, director of 
Wetlands and Riparian Resto-
ration, Forestry, Horticulture 

& Natural Resources at NYC 
Parks.

The small fi sh are food 
for larger, commercial fi sh 
including stripped bass and 
tuna, as well as mammals like 
dolphins. As the numbers of 
herring decrease, these other 
populations are threatened.

“It’s important to try to cre-
ate access to habitats for these 
fi sh because they fuel the food 
train,” said Larson.

The fi sh passage encom-
passes a series of ramps and 
switchbacks that allow the 

BY PATRICK ROCCHIO
Parking spaces will be a 

thing of the past if the mayor’s  
senior housing proposal goes 
into effect. 

A decade ago many east 
Bronx community leaders 
pushed for downzoning and 
more stringent parking re-
quirements for multi-family 
buildings. 

Now a Department of City 
Planning proposal to relax 
parking requirements for con-
struction of senior and afford-
able housing along major sub-
way/transit lines, like those in 
Pelham Bay and Pelham Park-
way, have some people who 
fought for downzoning feeling 
betrayed. 

The plan is part of Mayor 
de Blasio’s pledge to create or 
preserve 200,000 units of af-
fordable housing over the next 

Mayor’s housing plan stresses maximum density
ten years. 

“I, as a member of the 
council, look at these pro-
posals both citywide and in 
terms of how it affects my 
district,” said Councilman 
James Vacca. “I am not going 
to let any proposal go unchal-
lenged that undoes the down-
zoning that we, and (certainly 
I), fought for since 2003.”

Many seniors in his district 
drive, said Vacca, and the bor-
ough does not have the trans-
portation network Manhattan 
does. He said it is unrealistic 
to think that seniors who live 
near subways would not want 
cars. 

For senior housing specifi -
cally, the proposal calls for re-
ducing parking requirements 
“for new low-income senior 
housing in the medium-den-
sity districts.” 

It also would allow afford-
able senior housing to reduce 
parking requirements by a 
Board of Standards and Ap-
peals special permit. It also 
affects certain height require-
ments. 

Andrew Chirico, a board 
member at the Waterbury-
LaSalle Community Associa-
tion, a group that offered some 
of the most full-throated calls 
for reduced density, expressed 
skepticism of the plan and 
said that both infrastructure 
and city services need to be 
studied. 

Instead of less parking, 
he called for higher parking 
requirements for apartment 
buildings. 

“Whether it is for senior 
housing or affordable housing 

Jade Rivera was crowned queen at the Bronx Puerto Rican Parade 
Reinado Infantil Pageant on Saturday, April 18. For more photos 
from the pagent, see page 52. Photo by Miriam Quin
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Visit Our NEW Web-Site: www.reliablebronxdentist.com
Go To Our Blog To See Our Weekly Specials! 

Vist Our New Web-ite: www.reliablebronxdentist.com
For More Information Visit Us At 

www.bronxdentistny.com

(718) 547-5280
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Care is best when it’s 
close to your home.

If you live in Manhattan, The Bronx, Queens, Brooklyn,   
Staten Island, Westchester County or Long Island,  
CenterLight Healthcare is there for you.

17 CenterLight Healthcare facilities means care is  
close to you 
Our services include medical care, social activities and 
rehabilitation at neighborhood settings where the focus is on 
 you. Our health care teams give you the care you need, when 
 you need it and where you need it. Even if it’s in your home.

Find a local center or 
schedule a home visit. 

1-877-226-8500 (TTY711)
 8am to 8pm EST, 7 days week

MKT 03012015

Find a local center or 
schedule a home visit. 

1-877-226-8500 (TTY711)
 8am to 8pm EST, 7 days week

CenterLightHealthcare.org

BY ROBERT WIRSING
A Bronx-based company 

will soon rejoin the fi ght 
against pancreatic cancer as 
they walk in memory of their 
late founder.

Christine Murphy and 
more than 75 employees of Bal-
dor Speciality Foods, located in 
Hunts Point, will participate in 
the upcoming 5th Annual Lust-
garten Foundation’s New York 
City Pancreatic Cancer Re-
search Walk to honor her late 
father-in-law, Kevin Murphy, 
Baldor’s former chief executive 
offi cer and owner.

The event will be held at 
Pier 84 in Hudson River Park 
on Sunday, April 26 at 9:30 a.m. 
with registration set for 8 a.m.

For more information and 
to register, visit www.curePC.
org.

Murphy described Kevin as 
being a super ambitious busi-
ness owner renowned for his 
extreme generosity and kind-
ness.

She added Kevin founded 
Baldor in 1991 and since then 
the company has grown to over 
800 employees supplying high-
end fruits and vegetables to 
restaurants, hospitals, schools, 

Team Baldor joins Lustgarten’s annual Walk 

and grocery stores throughout 
the fi ve boroughs. 

In 2011, Kevin visited a doc-
tor to investigate digestion is-
sues and was diagnosed with 
stage four pancreatic cancer. 

He was only given three to 
six months to live, but defi ed 
expectations by beating the 
disease for two years. Kevin, 
57, passed away on January 31, 
2013.

Inspired by Kevin’s strength 
and determination, Murphy 
and her husband, TJ estab-
lished Team Baldor, composed 
of family, friends, and employ-
ees to enlist in the Foundation’s 

NYC Walk for the fi rst time last 
year.

Believing it was a great ex-
perience for everyone, Murphy 
and TJ decided to have Team 
Baldor return this year to help 
make a difference in this ongo-
ing fi ght.

“This has become a really 
nice event not just to honor my 
late father-in-law’s memory and 
strength, but also as an excep-
tional way for our employees to 
come together to build stronger 
relationships and teamwork 
skills,” Murphy explained.         

“We admire Christine 
and the Baldor team’s com-

mitment to the fi ght against 
pancreatic cancer in honor 
of Kevin. Research offers 
hope that one day, early de-
tection of pancreatic cancer 
will require nothing more 
than a routine blood test and 
that better treatments can be 
found eventually leading to 
a cure,” Kerri Kaplan, The 
Lustgarten Foundation’s ex-
ecutive director and chief op-
erating offi cer, expressed. 

More than 1,000 partici-
pants are expected for this 
year’s NYC Walk and since its 
inception more than $1.4 mil-
lion has been directed in sup-

port of promising pancreatic 
cancer research studies. 

Swift and silent, pancreatic 
cancer often remains unde-
tected until far too late and is 
the 4th-leading cause of cancer 
death in the nation. 

Currently, there are nei-
ther any early detection tests 
nor any long-term treatments 
to combat the disease and un-
less the cancer is surgically 
removed at its earliest stages, 
there is also no cure.

Founded in 1998, the Lust-
garten Foundation is Ameri-
ca’s largest private foundation 
dedicated to funding pancre-
atic cancer research and has 
directed more than $110 mil-
lion toward important studies 
at leading research institutions 
worldwide.

Due to Cablevision Systems 
Corporation’s support, 100% 
of every dollar donated to the 
Foundation goes directly to-
ward researching a cure.

Murphy revealed Team 
Baldor will match what they 
raise for this event, which will 
go toward the Foundation’s re-
search.

If interested, call (516) 803-
2304 or (866) 789-1000. 

Christine Murphy (center kneeling) and Team Baldor of the Bronx will return to The Lustgarten Foundation’s 
New York City Pancreatic Cancer Research Walk on April 26 to honor their late founder Kevin Murphy who died 
of pancreatic cancer. Photo by Ben Asen
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around
townby Patrick Rocchio

The Bronx Times Reporter 
will publish your announce-
ments. Send announcements 
along with photo, to: Bronx 
Times Reporter, 3604 E. Trem-
ont Avenue, or e-mail Bronx-
times@aol.com. Please include 
a phone number or a way to 
contact you in case of ques-
tions. 

Births

A nearby hospital sent the 
Bronx Times the following 
birth announcement 

Noah Adonis Daniel 

Alqarin was born to parents 
Shaina Albizu and Louis Al-

garin on Monday, February 
23. 

Daniel James Geib was 
born to Jennfi er and Carl 

Geib on Thursday, March 12. 
Kamari Christian Cham-

bers was born to Michelle 

Legget and Ramone Cham-

bers on Tuesday, February 3. 
Birthdays 

Councilman James 

Vacca stopped by the JASA 
Throggs Neck Senior Cen-
ter to wish Petra Gonalez 
and Selena Rush very happy 
birthdays. Vacca also visited 
the Pelham Parkway/Van 
Nest Library branch recently, 
where he watched an intense 
game of chess.

Maria Gaffney, wife of 
John Gaffney, congratulates 
her husband on a happy birth-
day on Tuesday, April 22. 

She writes: Happy birthday 
my darling. From your wife 
Maria. 

Engagement 

On Saturday, April 11, 2015, 

it was a magical proposal in 
the New York Botanical Garden 
during the Orchid Show exhibit 
as Eliu Feliciano asked “will 
you marry me” and Bharati 

Kemraj replied “yes”. Nothing 
bloomed brighter than their 
love for each other. Congrats 
and best wishes to the amaz-
ing power couple. Love Always 
– Family & Friends. 

Notable Passing 

Antoinette O’Hare, a 44-
year resident of Locust Point, 
passed away on Wednesday, 
March 25 peacefully at the 
age of 93. The Bronx Times 
received word that she is 
survived by fi ve children, 
12 grandchildren, 14 great-
grandchildren and one great-
great-granddaughter. 

Ann was a member for 
many years at St. Benedict’s 
Senior Center where she par-
ticipated in the glee club, an 
activity she truly enjoyed. Mu-
sic and dancing were her pas-
sions, family reports. 

Ann will be greatly missed 
by many. Rest in peace dear 
mom, grandmom, and great-
grandmom.  

Rotary News 

The Rotary Club of the 
Bronx had meeting on Thurs-
day, March 24 and a club fel-
lowship on Tuesday, March 
31. On March 24, public rela-
tions expert Dana Humphrey 

spoke to the group about how 
public relations can bring an 
organization’s market share 
to the next level. 

Councilman James Vacca visited JASA Senior Center in Throggs Neck to 
celebrate birthdays. Photo courtesy of Councilman Vacca’s offi ce

Eliu Feliciano and Bharati Kemraj

METRO  CENTER  ATRIUM
718. 828. 0999

Hair Mass age Facials Nails

Coming May 1st

718.828.0999

Visit www.tatianadayspa.com | Find us on Facebook for special discounts
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BREAKFAST

COLD STATION

HOT STATION

BEVERAGES

DESSERTS

$2995
 

$1495 

SUNDAY, MAY 10, 2015
SCAVELLO’S ON THE ISLAND

Treat Mom To  
Something Special

JOIN US AT SCAVELLO’S ON THE ISLAND  
FOR OUR 
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Children who attend free, full-day, high-quality 
pre-K learn to problem solve, ask questions, 
and work together. 

Find out more about Pre-K for All at nyc.gov/prek.

#OpportunityStartsNow

Children born in 2011 are eligible to apply
for free, full-day, high-quality pre-K.

Call 311 ����/nycschoolsText “prek” to 877-877

BY PATRICK ROCCHIO
Happy 35th birthday Bronx Times 

Reporter! 
The Bronx Times Reporter cele-

brated its 35th anniversary bringing 
local news to the borough with a well-
attended celebration at the Alley Cat 
Café in Throggs Neck on Thursday, 
April 16. 

The paper’s new owners Les and 
Jennifer Goodstein emceed the event, 
and it included speeches by Senator 
Jeff Klein; Assemblyman Mark Gjonaj; 
Assemblyman and the paper’s co-
founder Michael Benedetto; Council-
man James Vacca; 80th Assembly Dis-
trict Democratic Committeeman Joe 
McManus; Throggs Neck Merchants’ 
president Steve Kaufman; Marlene 
Cintron, Bronx Overall Economic De-
velopment Corporation president and 
a representative of Borough President 
Ruben Diaz, Jr., and John Collazzi, co-
founder of the Bronx Times Reporter 
and its current editor. 

“What I instantly liked about this 
franchise was how connected it was and 
how much it was loved by the commu-
nity,” said Les Goodstein at the gather-
ing, “and how the people who operated 
the paper loved the community.” 

The Goodsteins are the owners of 
the Community News Group, a consor-
tium of local newspapers in Manhat-
tan, Brooklyn, Queens as well as the 

Bronx Times Reporter celebrates 35th anniversary
Bronx.

The paper’s publisher, Laura Guer-
riero, said that she was proud to keep 
the newspaper’s tradition of providing 
community news that sometimes can-
not be found anywhere else. 

“I take great pride in keeping the 
tradition of this news organization that 
Assemblyman Benedetto and John Col-
lazzi founded 35 years ago,” she said. “I 
look forward to working with the new 
owners to make the Bronx Times Re-
porter an ever-improving source of lo-
cal news that celebrates the borough’s 

best for years to come.”  
Senator Klein said that the newspa-

per is important to the community and 
the elected offi cials, who know that 
their constituents read it. 

“The Bronx Times Reporter always 
understood what their mission is: to 
let the community know about the is-
sues that are going in the community 
(and) highlight what the elected offi -
cials are doing, whether it is right or 
wrong,” said the senator. 

Councilman Vacca recalled his ex-
periences working as a writer on the 
paper shortly after it was founded in 
1981, adding that the Bronx Times Re-
porter provides a voice to people who 
don’t have one.

“There was not a neighborhood 
fi ght that we have had since 1981 where 
the Bronx Times has not been crucial 
to advising the community on what is 
going on” said Vacca, adding “Often, 
the Bronx Times Reporter was the rea-
son we won time and time again.”

Assemblyman Gjonaj praised the 
Bronx Times Reporter as an example 
of the freedom of the press that Ameri-
cans benefi t from.” 

“It brings to this community the 
news and information that we need to 
know,” he said, adding “it is all about 
being local.”

Assemblyman Benedetto praised 
Collazzi’s vision in making the news-

paper what it is today. 
“You guys always got it right,” he 

said of reporting.  “Les, Jen we thank 
you very much. Continue this tradi-
tion and continue to make it great.” 

Collazzi said that he continues to be 
amazed by the material that is in the 
Bronx Times Reporter, saying it is get-
ting better all the time. 

“Under the new ownership of Les and 
Jennifer Goodstein and the leadership 
of its highly-qualifi ed publisher, Laura 
Guerriero, the Bronx Times Reporter is 
poised to be the voice of the Bronx for an-
other 35 years,” Collazzi said.

Cintron said that the paper repre-
sents the people and the positive as-
pects of the Borough. McManus said 
that the coverage offers an evenhanded 
view that lets the people decide.  Cin-
tron presented the owners with a proc-
lamation from Diaz. 

Kaufman called the paper “magnif-
icent.”

“Your paper makes this area 
strong, because elected offi cials know 
that it exists and they know that they 
have to treat us better,” he said. 

Les Goodstein indicated that the 
paper would continue to do what it al-
ways has done. 

He said: “We will continue to be a 
staunch supporter of the Bronx, and 
everything that is good about the 
Bronx.” 

What I instantly liked 
about this franchise was 

how connected it was 
and how much it was 

loved by the community, 
and how the people 

who operated the paper 
loved the community.

Les Goodstein
Owner, Bronx Times Reporter
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The Bronx Times Reporter celebrated its 35th anniversary with a party at the Alley Cat Cafe on Thursday, April 16.  The owners of the newspaper, Les 
and Jennifer Goodstein, mingled with many of the people from the community who have been reading the paper for decades.  Les spoke at the party, 
as did Senator Jeff Klein, Assemblyman Mark Gjonaj and Councilman James Vacca. Co-founders Assemblyman Michael Benedetto, and John Collazzi, 
the Bronx Times’ current editor, talked about the paper’s early years.  Marlene Cintron, Bronx Overall Economic Development Corporation president, 
spoke on behalf of Borough President Ruben Diaz, Jr.  The Bronx Times Reporter is part of Community News Group. 

Celebrates 35th
Anniversary

(l-r) Senator Jeff Klein, Councilman James Vacca, Assemblyman Mark Gjonaj, Bronx Over-
all Economic Developmenr Corp. executive director Marlene Cintron and Assemblyman 
Michael Benedetto enjoyed the festivities. Photo by Walter Pofeldt

Co-owners Les and Jennifer Goodstein during the 35th anniversary celebration of the 
Bronx Times Reporter on Thursday, April 16. 
 Photo by Walter Pofeldt

Marlene Cintron (l) presents co-owner Jennifer Goodstein with a proclamation from Bor-
ough President Diaz,  Jr. as Les Goodstein looks on. 
 Photo by Walter Pofeldt

Bronx Times Reporter staff, CNG representatives and the paper’s owners posed for a 
staff photo during the party. 
 Photo by Walter Pofeldt
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BY ROBERT WIRSING
The New York State Department of 

Transportation is paving the way for a 
much improved Henry Hudson Park-
way in our borough.   

On Thursday, April 16, NYSDOT 
Commissioner Joan McDonald offi -
cially announced work on a $4 million 
project to pave the parkway in both di-
rections from Kappock Street to the 
Westchester County line. 

She added, work would begin in 
the northbound direction on Monday, 
April 20 for this 3.5-mile long project 
slated completion in June.

The northbound Henry Hudson 
Parkway will be fully closed from Kap-
pock Street to 232nd Street during 
nighttime hours.

Throughout the duration, full lane 
closures will occur from 11 p.m. un-
til 6 a.m. as will intermittent single 
lane closures amid off-peak, daytime 
hours.

For approximately one and a half 
months, the entire northbound road-
way will be milled and paved one sec-
tion at a time. Once fi nished, work will 
commence on the southbound side 
starting at the Westchester County 
line.

“The Henry Hudson Parkway is a 
vital transportation corridor in New 
York City, connecting Manhattan, the 
Bronx and Westchester County,” Com-

NYSDOT to pave Henry Hudson Pkwy.

missioner McDonald expressed. “Un-
der Governor Andrew M. Cuomo’s 
leadership, this paving project will 
provide a smoother, safer riding sur-
face for the nearly 100,000 motorists 
who use the Parkway each day.”

The project seeks to mill off exist-
ing asphalt pavement, repair the un-
derlying concrete, apply new asphalt 
concrete, stripe the roadway, as well as 
clean and repair drainage structures. 

The paving project’s construction 
contractor is Restani Construction 
Corporation of Astoria, New York.

In a separate $4.5 million contract, 
NYSDOT is currently upgrading 
HHP’s signs from 125th Street to the 
Westchester County line for a winter 
2016 completion.

“This past winter was particularly 
harsh and as a result our highways 
took a beating. Nearly 100,000 motor-
ists use the Henry Hudson Parkway 
every day, making it a vital piece of the 
New York City transportation system. 
I applaud NYSDOT Commissioner Mc-
Donald for spearheading this $4 mil-
lion project to pave the parkway. Al-

though the work may create a slight 
inconvenience for motorists for a short 
period of time, having a fully paved 
and safe highway will be of great ben-
efi t to everyone and will keep our city 
rolling along,” Congressman Eliot En-
gel said.

“The Henry Hudson Parkway is a 
lifeline for residents of the Bronx and 
Westchester and the thousands of com-
muters who use it on a daily basis. Re-
paving the parkway will not only make 
the ride smoother for our local driv-
ers, but also improve their safety and 
security while traveling. I applaud the 
efforts of the DOT in addressing the 
concerns of our community in both 
a quick and effi cient manner, and I 
look forward to using the newly paved 
parkway upon completion,” Senator 
Jeff Klein stated.

“The Henry Hudson Parkway is 
extremely important to the residents 
of the northwest Bronx, and the road-
way needs to be well maintained. I’m 
pleased that NYSDOT is paving the 
parkway so early this spring, provid-
ing for a smooth ride throughout the 
upcoming summer driving season,” 
Assemblyman Jeffrey Dinowitz said.

Motorists are advised to heed the 
Work Zone Safety Act of 2005 as fi nes 
are doubled for speeding and two or 
more such violations result in license 
suspension.

Construction vehicles moblize on the Henry Hudson Parkway in the Bronx to begin renova-
tions. Photo by Miriam Quin
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DISCOVER WHAT’S IN STORE
AT THROGGS NECK SHOPPING CENTER
Come shopping for great values at Throggs 
Neck Shopping Center—conveniently located 
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Patrolmen’s Benevolent Association 
125 Broad Street, 11th Floor, New York, NY 10004  •  212-233-5531 Patrick J. Lynch, President

of the City of New York

www.nycpba.org

For over 25 years, New York City police officers’ salaries have lagged far behind the
average for police officers in our area and around the country.
Now that its fiscal outlook is brighter than ever, our city has an opportunity to end
decades of labor discord by investing in the public safety that all New Yorkers deserve.
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ALLEY CAT CAFE

3604C EAST TREMONT AVE
(718) 824-0168

TRADITIONAL BBQ & SMOKEHOUSE

FEATURING
Brisket

St. Louis Ribs 
Pulled Pork

Beef Short Ribs
Pork Belly  Salmon 

Burnt Ends
Whole or 

Half Chickens

FREE DELIVERY

APPETIZERS, SIDES, WRAPS
SANDWICHES and SALADS

WE’RE
SMOKIN’
7 DAYS A WEEK

15 Family Plans To Choose From View 
Our Complete Menu at

www.alleycatcafebronxbbq.com

HAPPY HOUR 3 to 7pm

Sunday - Thursday  11am - 10pm
Friday - Saturday  11am - 12am

41st PCT.
Saturday, April 18, 9:33 p.m. — Po-

lice responded to reports of an armed rob-
bery at East 167th Street and Hoe Avenue 
after the victim fl agged down an NYFD 
truck for assistance.

43rd PCT.
Thursday, April 16, 4:17 p.m. — Po-

lice responded to reports of shots fi red at 
1888 Westchester Avenue and found no 
shooting victims, but a 19-year-old male 
was stabbed with injuries to the face. 
Two male perpetrators fl ed northbound on 
White Plains Road. 

Saturday, April 18, 9:33 p.m. — Po-
lice responded to reports of a multiple 
shooting at 575 Castle Hill Avenue. Three 
people were shot, including a 15-year-old 
girl with a gunshot wound to the abdomen, 
who was transferred to Jacobi Hospital. 
Seven males fl ed eastbound on foot.

45th PCT.
Wednesday, April 15, 6:54 a.m. — A 

car crashed into Villa Barone Manor at 737 
Throgs Neck Expressway. There were no 
major injuries reporter or arrests made.

46th PCT.
Saturday, April 18, 8:24 p.m. — Po-

lice responded to reports of a shooting at 
Valentine Avenue and East Burnside Ave-
nue. A 30-year-old male victim was trans-
ported to St. Barnabas Hospital with a gun-
shot wound to the back.

48th PCT.
Wednesday, April 15,  10:49 p.m. — 

Police reported a person shot at East 180th 
Street and Washington Avenue. The victim 
died that night.

49th PCT.
Saturday, April 18,  6:22 p.m. — A 

drive-by shooting occurred at 2340 Bronx-
wood Avenue. There was one male vic-
tim with a graze wound. Two males fl ed 
in a black Nissan Maxima, last seen going 
westbound on Waring Avenue.

HOUSES
FOR SALE

$459,000

SCOVOTTI REAL ESTATE

233rd Vicinity Legal 2 Family, Detached 
Brick, 50x100, Currently Being Used As A 
Daycare, With Licenses.

City Island Property, 2 Lg. Pieces With 3 Cot-
tages On Each. 37.5x300. Property Listed at 
1.325 Million. + 1.431 Million. Eack Cottage 
Is Rented Out. There Is Also 400 Feet Of 
Reparian Rights. Total Property Is 75x280. 
Call For Showing And More Information
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With the support of  
Cablevision, 100% of every 
dollar raised goes directly to 
pancreatic cancer research.

SUNDAY, APRIL 26
Pier 84 at Hudson River Park  
New York City

                                                  Sign up at
  

or call 1-866-789-1000.TAKE THE FIRST STEP. 

#WalkToCurePC 

THE LUSTGARTEN FOUNDATION’S

PANCREATIC CANCER 
RESEARCH WALK

ver Park

o
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LETTERS TO THE EDITOR
Under the
microscope

Dear editor,
In today’s media we are 

seeing selected scenes of so-
ciety in a snapshot, certainly 
not the best medium for dis-
cerning the “truth of the mat-
ter”. Let’s take this scenario, 
in it we see one of our primi-
tive ancestors of cave-dwell-
ing times, a short, misshapen, 
fi lthy, snarling hulk of a man, 
standing with his legs spread, 
club raised, breathing hate 
and animosity as he looks 
fi ercely straight ahead. 

Such a picture hardly de-
picts the dignity of man, but 
if we enlarge the picture we 
see standing in front of him 
a crouching saber tooth tiger, 
and behind him a woman and 
two children, all of a sudden 
the once ugly savage is trans-
formed into much of what is 
fi ne and noble, a protector, a 
hero, but the man is the same 
in both pictures.

This is what we see in the 
news, an isolated glimpse of 
an event which sparks people 
to jump to conclusions, even 
to create in the minds of some, 
a supposed grievous assault 
upon a specifi c group. There is 
no doubt, that as humans we 
prejudge most of what we ex-
perience, we attempt to under-
stand according to our ability 
to comprehend and fi t it into 
our ideal of life. Many times 
a limited level of appreciation 
can cause us to react before 
truly seeing a clear picture. 

Every day public servants 
put their families, their lives 
and their fortunes on the line 
for the good of society and in 
the end they are all human 
with imperfections and faults 
including those that they have 
already prejudged. No man 
deserves to be judged before 
all the facts are known and 
if they are it is a grievous as-
sault. Judgement should be 
made in light of all circum-
stances and evidence and men 
should be judged by the ‘con-
tent of their character,’ what-
ever that may be.

Tom Hansen

Honor the
Rock

Dear editor,
I  read in this week’s edition 

of a basketball player from 1948 
being inducted to the Bronx 
Walk of Fame.  It is beyond 

me how baseball player like 
Rocky Colavito could be over-
looked.He grew up on 174th 
Street and Crotona Avenue, 
went to Theodore Roosevelt 
HS and was fi rst offered a con-
tract by the Yankees in 1954 
but it was refused because it 
was so low. Cleveland Indians 
offered more and so began his 
illustrious career.  

Rocky was a big fan favor-
ite  as exemplifi ed by the book 
written about him called ‘Don’t 
Knock the Rock’  by Gordon 
Cobbledick. Rocky was never 
on a championship team but 
that was no fault of his as he 
always carried his weight and 
his other teammates as well. 

Rocky is now 82 as I saw 
him at a signing in Cleveland. 
It would be a nice thing to see 
him get recognized while he is 
still alive and well.          

Guido Susi 

Earth Day
all year

Dear editor,
Let us celebrate the 45th 

Anniverary of Earth Day all 
year long.  Besides recycling 
newspapers, magazines, glass, 
plastics, old medicines, paints 
and cleaning materials, there 
are other actions you can take 
which will also contribute to a 
cleaner environment. 

Leave your car at home.  For 
local trips in the neighborhood, 
walk or ride a bike.  For longer 
travels, consider many pub-
lic transportation alternatives 
already available.  Metropoli-
tan Transportation Authority, 
New York City transit, Metro 
North Railroad, Westchester 
Bee Line Bus along with other 
private transportation owners 
offer various options, such as 
local and express bus, ferry, jit-
ney, subway and commuter rail 
services.   Most of these sys-
tems are funded with your tax 
dollars.  They use less fuel and 
move far more people than cars.  
In many cases, your employer 
can offer transit checks to help 
subsidize a portion of the costs.  
Utilize your investments and 
reap the benefi ts.  You’ll be sup-
porting a cleaner environment 
and be less stressed upon ar-
rival at your fi nal destination.  

Many employers now allow 
employees to telecommute and 
work from home.  Others use 
alternative work schedules, 
which afford staff the ability to 
avoid rush hour gridlock.  This 
saves travel time and can im-
prove mileage per gallon.  You 

could join a car or van pool to 
share the costs of commuting.  

Use a hand-powered lawn 
mower instead of a gasoline or 
electric one.  Rake your leaves 
instead of using gasoline-pow-
ered leaf blowers.  The amount 
of pollution created by gasoline 
powered lawn mowers or leaf 
blowers will surprise you.

A cleaner environment 
starts with everyone. 

Larry Penner

Quickly
removed

Dear editor,
On behalf of the residents of 

the Allerton and Pelham Park-
way communities, I would like 
to give a well-deserved appreci-
ation to the rapid, thorough re-
sponse of the offi ce of Senator 
Jeff Klein to community con-
cerns.

First off, their Graffi ti Re-
moval initiative is such a valu-
able program for the residents 
of the 34th Senate District, 
which also includes Morris 
Park, Throggs Neck and Pel-
ham Bay.

On Saturday,April 4, I 
emailed district representa-
tive Nick Circharo with pic-
tures of a graffi tied brick wall 
behind the 2222 Cruger Av-
enue Synagogue. By Sunday, 
April 19 the graffi ti on the 
brickwall was powerwashed 
clean by the incomparable 
John Provetto, who also ex-
pertly painted over the tags on 
the adjacent door. This rapid 
response to graffi ti is a valu-
able, indispensable asset to 
Bronxites - property owners, 
businesses and religious insti-
tutions, alike.

Rapid response sends a 
strong statement to vandals: 
Your tags will not last long in 
our neighborhoods. Will the 
tags come back? Maybe. After 
all, let’s be realistic. But when 
they do tag again, we all must 
do our part and email or call 
the senator’s offi ce immedi-
ately at (718) 822-2049 to report 
the graffi tied address and lo-
cation. Remember to take pic-
tures, concerned citizens: per-
sistence and vigilance!

Furthermore, Senator 
Klein deserves a big thank 
you for investing $500,000 of 
our taxpayer dollars to go to-
wards long-overdue renova-
tions of Bronx Park East’s 
Waring Playground, at the re-
quest of BPECA last summer. 
While it will take millions 
more taxpayer funds to bring 

this dilapidated play space up 
to par with surrounding play-
grounds, the investment is 
signifi cant.

One day soon the senator’s 
funds will bring wide smiles to 
the faces of thousands of Bronx 
Park East toddlers, teenagers 
and parents when new slides, 
swings and basketball courts 
are put in place beneath the 
century-old Linden trees that 
shade this ‘Jewel Upon a Hill’.

This half-million dollar 
investment is 30 years in the 
making, and hopefully even 
more funds can be allocated 
to renovate this heavily-used 
recreation area. Simply put, 
Senator Klein’s offi ce responds. 
They work hard for their con-
stituents and they deserve 
credit for it.

So here it is: Thank you Sen-
ator Jeff Klein and his hard-
working staff for their tireless 
efforts for the residents of the 
34th Senate District!

Raphael Schweizer

chairman, Bronx Park East 

Community Association

Traffic plan for
service road

Dear editor,
I had to chuckle when I saw 

the article detailing a need for 
a traffi c plan for Tremont Av-
enue. How about revisiting 
the major issues of the con-
stant congestion on Bruckner 
Boulevard between the Greek 
Church and Middletown Road? 

A number of years ago park-
ing was added to the service 
road on the expressway side 
from Buhre Avenue to Middle-
town Road after 6 p.m. nightly 
and weekends all day. The 
parking should at a minimum 
be revised so that it is 6 p.m. to 
7a.m. only and not all day on 
weekends. 

The roadway becomes one 
lane during the parking pe-
riod. No one took into account 
that people double park, emer-
gency vehicles park or when 
we have snow.  I am a home-
owner along that stretch and I 
can hardly get out of my drive-
way once someone is parked on 
the other side. Let alone when 
there is snow. 

Another issue is when there 
is an accident on the express-
way. Emergency vehicles are 
unable to get through either. 
The service road backs up for 
blocks with buses, trucks etc. 
and there is honking, fumes 
and general disruptions.

Patty Justiniano
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Cancer Screening Saves Lives
We can help You

Together we can reverse these trends.
The Bronx County Cancer Services Program can provide you with free cancer screenings.

For an appointment call 718-579-6453

The fight against breast, cervical and colorectal cancer begins with 
regular screenings. We can provide free screenings regardless of 
citizenship status for breast, cervical and colorectal cancer, if you:

Have no health insurance

Are between 40 and 64 years old

Live in the Bronx

Did You Know?
108 people in the Bronx are diagnosed with cancer each week

Breast cancer is the second leading cause of death among 
women in New York State

In 2012, an estimated 3,000 New Yorkers may have lost their 
battle against colorectal cancer
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Funded by a grant from the New York State Department 
of Health, Bureau of Chronic Disease Control
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Information, Tours
& Registration

Call for an appointment
(718) 597-3232

BY JAIME WILLIAMS
Nurses took to the sidewalk 

outside  Montefi ore’s Weiler 
Hospital in Morris Park on 
Thursday, April 16 as part of a 
citywide series of rallies call-
ing for ‘safe staffi ng’ at New 
York hospitals.

The New York State Nurses 
Association led the protests 
ahead of April 22 contract ne-
gotiations that they hope will 
lead to increased hiring.

Outside Weiler, where hos-
pital nurse Karine Raymond, 
NYSNA board member and 
chair of the Weiler Division 
said nurses are overworked 
and understaffed, nurses 
chanted slogans and handed 
out fl yers to passersby during 
their breaks.

“The goal today is to dem-
onstrate to the downstate com-
munity that there is a short-
age of nurses to provide safe 
patient care,” said Raymond.

The nurses at Weiler have 
to give up breaks to give care 
to patients, she said, and they 
quickly become overworked 
and tired, which leaves them 
vulnerable to making mis-
takes.

NYSNA encourages nurses 

NYSNA rallies at Weiler over staffi ng
to submit ‘protests of assign-
ments’ when they feel they are 
in unsafe situations, and in a 
three month period last year 
more than 100 were collected 
at Weiler.

“Nothing’s occurred, but 
we’re afraid someday some-
thing’s going to happen,” said 
Raymond. “We have to encour-
age the hospital to do the right 
thing by their patients.”

The union will be asking 
employers to reduce the mini-
mum ratio of medical-surgical 
nurses to patients from 1 to 6 
to 1 to 4, Raymond said, as well 
as press them to enforce 1 to 
2 ratios in critical care cases, 
where she said nurses some-
times fi nd themselves ‘tri-
pled.’

Even in less critical cases, 
patients don’t receive the kind 
of attention nurses used to 
be able to provide, said Ray-
mond.

“Patients wait far too long 
to get care because they won’t 
provide safe staffi ng,” she 
said.

Long wait times in Weil-
er’s Emergency Department 
has been a chronic issue high-
lighted by community leaders 

and elected offi cials in the past 
year, and last fall Montefi ore 
touted decreases in the wait 
time due to improvements they 
made to patient fl ow, which 
NYSNA said was not enough. 
NYSNA has called for an addi-
tional 30 nurses to be hired in 
the ED, and Montefi ore agreed 
to only 15.

The situation last year 
where patients where admit-
ted to hallway beds was in 
fact resolved when Montefi ore 
opened up an additional room 
on top of moving the orthope-
dic unit to its Wakefi eld cam-
pus, said Raymond. 

In the last three years, Mon-
tefi ore said it has added nearly 

500 nurses, half of whom were 
hired to increase nurse staff-
ing to meet patients’ complex 
needs.

The NYC Hospital Alli-
ance, a multi-employer bar-
gaining group which includes 
Montefi ore Medical Center re-
sponded to the rallies with a 
statement that they continue 
to negotiate in good faith with 
NYSNA to reach a fair con-
tract that honors nurses by 
protecting their strong health 
and pension benefi ts and offer-
ing a wage increase that keeps 
them among the best paid 
nurses in the country.

“NYSNA’s insistence on 
rigid staffi ng ratios is not the 
way to improve patient care,” 
the statement read. “Nor is 
there a shortage of nurses cur-
rently as the hospitals that 
make up the Alliance have col-
lectively hired 1,000 additional 
nurses since the last contract 
was signed. In a changing 
health care landscape that re-
quires fl exibility and a team-
based approach, staffi ng levels 
and assignments must remain 
the responsibility of hospital 
management,” the statement 
said.

Nurses, during their break, gathered outside Montefi ore’s Weiler Hospital 
to support the  New York State Nurses Association’s efforts for increased 
staffi ng. Community News Group / Jaime Williams
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12:00 - 4:30 PM

 

email Recycle@GrowNYC.org   Call 212.788.0227
GrowNYC.org/Swap

12:00 - 3:00 PM

AT OWEN DOLAN PARK

APRIL 25, 2015

in partnership with  

The Westchester Square BID

 Bring clean, reusable portable items 

such as clothing, house wares, electronics,  

books & toys that you no longer need.

No furniture or large items. 

Take home something new-to-you, FREE!

You don’t have to bring something  

to take something.

GrowNYC’s Office of  

Recycling Outreach and  

Education is a NYC Department  

of Sanitation funded program.

COUNCILMAN JAMES VACCA 
PRESENTS

THE WESTCHESTER  

SQUARE BID

2:00 - 4:30 PM
THE ACTIVITIES INCLUDE:

Chrys Napolitano, Composting Demonstrations

Face painting  Music, and Bounce House

Recycled Arts & Crafts

District Flower Planting & Clean Up

Create Recycle Trinket Box 

Plant Your Own Flowers & Take Home  

(while supplies last) 

For More Information,  

please call (718) 597-4629  

or visit our website at WSBID.ORG

PPPPl

FREE  
GIFTS (while supplies last))

Coloring Books,  

Bookmarks, and  

much more!

Amerigroup
NYC Department of Sanitation | Recycling and Sustainability

New York Botanical Garden
NYC Parks 

Harvest Fields Community Church 
Bronx Zoo

(SAN) Survivors Action Network
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BY ROBERT WIRSING
The Bronx’s own Bess My-

erson was formally honored 
during a plaque dedication cer-
emony held outside of her for-
mer Kingsbridge residence. 

On Sunday, April 19, elected 
offi cials joined local commu-
nity members, friends and 
neighbors in honoring and cel-
ebrating the legendary Bronx-
ite’s extraordinary life at the 
Sholem Aleichem Houses.

Myerson was crowned Miss 
America in 1945, served as New 
York City’s fi rst commissioner 
of Consumer Affairs in 1969 
and eventually as an adviser 
to presidents Lydon B. John-
son, Gerald R. Ford and Jimmy 
Carter before running for the 
US Senate in 1980. 

Last December 14, Myerson, 
90, passed away in Santa Mon-
ica, CA of undisclosed causes.

Sunday’s dedication cer-
emony was held at the Sholem 
Aleichem Houses’ courtyard 
where Senator Jeff Klein un-
veiled a Senate resolution com-
memorating Myerson’s life and 
work. 

Guests gathered to refl ect as 
well as pay tribute to her legacy 
and leadership. 

Bess Myerson honored in plaque dedication
“Bess Myerson paved the 

way for countless women in 
New York and across the coun-
try, breaking down barriers 
and transcending govern-
ment, politics, and pageantry 
by serving as not only the fi rst 
Jewish Miss America, but 
the city’s fi rst commissioner 
of Consumer Affairs. Her life 
was a shining example of what 
one person can do to make a 
meaningful difference in the 
lives of others and she is sorely 
missed,” Senator Klein said. 
“Today, we celebrate Bess’ life 
and work acknowledging the 
immense contributions she 
has made to the Bronx and New 
York City.” 

“Bess Myerson was a true 
trailblazer in everything she 
did. From humble beginnings 
in the Bronx, Bess rose to in-
credible heights and became 
among other things, a Miss 
America pageant winner and 
a political icon. Bess’ life was 
a true Bronx success story and 
she is most deserving of this 
honor and recognition.” Con-
gressman Eliot Engel said.

“Bess Myerson was a trail-
blazer and leading citizen in 
our community who grew up in 

the Sholem Aleichem Houses 
here in my district,” Assem-
blyman Jeffrey Dinowitz re-
vealed. “While she’s perhaps 
best known for being the fi rst 
Jewish Miss America, Bess 
Myerson had a distinguished 
career in government, serving 
as a commissioner of the New 
York City Departments of Con-

sumer Affairs and Cultural Af-
fairs and as an advisor to three 
presidents. She left a deep im-
pression on many people and 
her presence is missed. It is an 
honor to recognize her contri-
butions today,” he added.

Born in 1924, Myerson was 
raised in the historic Sholem 
Aleichem Housing Coopera-

tive, a working-class devel-
opment known for its Jewish 
roots and extensive population 
comprised of artists, poets and 
musicians.

She attended the High 
School of Music and Art and 
continued her musical studies 
at Hunter College where she 
graduated with honors in 1945.

That same year, Myerson 
was named the fi rst Jewish 
Miss America and used her 
platform to actively combat 
anti-semitism and speak out 
against all forms of discrimi-
nation and prejudice. 

“Bess was a true friend and 
confi dant. Her shining spirit, 
beauty, talent and intelligence  
were an inspiration to us all 
and a constant reminder of how 
we could do better and make a 
difference in this world,” Es-
ther Nelson, long-time friend 
and neighbor of Bess Myerson 
expressed. 

“I am proud to have grown 
up in the same apartment com-
plex as Bess Myerson and her 
achievements offer inspiration 
to all from our community,” 
Dan Padernacht, Community 
Board 8 chairman shared.   

(l-r) Fredda Tourin, Offi ce of Councilman Andrew Cohen, Congressman 
Eliot Engel, Esther Nelson, Senator Jeff Klein, Councilman Andrew Cohen, 
Assemblyman Jeffrey Dinowitz, and Dan Padernachk, Community Board 
8 chairman stand alongside the plaque dedicated to the late Bess Myer-
son. Photo by Silvio Pacifi cio

All St. Helena & Msgr. Scanlan  
Business/Commercial High School  

alumni are invited to the

School Reunion 
Saturday, May 16th - 1 - 5pm

at the site of the former Business School 
915 Hutchinson River Parkway

Please visit scanlanhs.edu to purchase your tickets  
and  consider donating to the Business School memorial plaque. 

To add your name to our alumni database  
or to donate a prize or product to the reunion,  
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wine, beer, soft drinks & dessert

Sr. Jean Thomas
Our Guest of Honor
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Thank you GuildNet.

As parents age, caretaking often falls to their 
adult children and families, especially if they 
are visually impaired. 

With GuildNet’s long term care plans loved 
ones can get the help they need to stay safe 
in their homes. Please call us. We speak 
your language.

Call 888-722-4040
TTY 800-662-1220
or visit  
www.GuildNetNY.org

Now that Mom is 
safe at home, my job 
is more secure, too. 
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BY PATRICK ROCCHIO
The last wishes of a community 

leader who called for traffi c improve-
ments in his neighborhood may soon 
be granted.  

The Pelham Bay Taxpayers and 
Community Association, and the East 
Bronx Traffi c Coalition, a consortium 
of community activists concerned 
with traffi c matters, are pushing for 
the study of four ideas from the late Jo-
seph Oddo to ease traffi c fl ow around 
Pelham Parkway South, Burr Avenue 
and Amendola Plaza in Pelham Bay. 

Representatives from the two 
groups appealed to Community Board 
10 at their Municipal Services Com-
mittee meeting on Tuesday, April 14. 

The board will forward their re-
quest onto the city Department of 
Transportation without comment, said 
CB 10 district manager Ken Kearns. 

The groups are asking that DOT 
produce a detailed analysis of each of 
Oddo’s proposals. Once this is done, 
a community forum format could be 
used to gather more input, they said. 

“In the end, it would be a fi tting 
tribute to Joe if something in the study 
did come to fruition,” said Michele 
Torrioni, president of the PBTCA, who 
was elected to that position after Od-
do’s passing in March. 

Just before he died, Oddo wrote a 
letter DOT on behalf of PBTCA out-

Traffi c plan study a ‘tribute’ to Oddo
lining what he would like to have 
done to ease the fl ow of traffi c, much 
of which he believed was destined for 
Co-op City, through the streets of Pel-
ham Bay between the Hutchison River 
Parkway and Bruckner Boulevard. 

These included changing 
Westchester Avenue between Burr 
Avenue and Bruckner Boulevard into 
a two-way street to allow traffi c to ac-
cess I-95 and Pelham Parkway without 
going through Amendola Plaza. 

The plaza is a site of numerous bus 
stops and a cab stand for commuters 
leaving the subway at Pelham Bay Sta-
tion. 

Oddo also proposed making the 
Wilkinson Avenue overpass over 
Bruckner Expressway two-way, al-
lowing residents from Throggs Neck, 
Country Club and Spencer Estate to re-
verse direction without going through 
the congested plaza. 

Of all the proposals, Torrioni said 
she believes that changing the Wilkin-
son Avenue overpass to two-ways is 
the most feasible. 

This would allow locals to access 
streets like Sands or Arnow places, or 
even Middletown Road, without adding 
more traffi c at the station, she said. 

Oddo’s plans also called for the cre-
ation of a turning lane on Burr Av-
enue for a mandatory left turn onto 
Westchester Avenue, and also making 

two defi ned lanes on Burr Avenue to 
make it clear who can turn left or right 
onto Westchester Avenue. 

“The traffi c is so bad,” said Annie 
Boller, a Waterbury-LaSalle Commu-
nity Association board member and 
traffi c coalition member, “that we just 
have to try something new.” 

Oddo was known for his big ideas, 
said John Doyle of the East Bronx Traf-
fi c Coalition, and some of them may not 
be feasible. Nevertheless, there may be 

value in others, he said. 
“In recognition of Joe’s life and leg-

acy, I cannot think of a more fi tting 
tribute than studying the proposal, 
and then bringing people together to 
discuss these ideas,” he said. “Joe was 
a big thinker, and the proposal refl ects 
this attitude.”

If Oddo were alive, he would not 
let these ideas fall by the wayside, and 
neither should the community now 
that he is gone, added Doyle.

The late Joseph Oddo on the Westchester Avenue overpass over the Bruckner Expressway. 
 Photo courtesy of Annie Boller
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We Have BRACES!

If You Have
S - P - A - C - E - S

Sireci Family Dental, P.C.
"Your Neighborhood Dentists Since 1983"

Sireci Family Dental, P.C.

ORTHODONTICS FOR ADULTS AND CHILDREN
COMPLIMENTARY CONSULTATION

INVISIBLE BRACES WITH                           

CUSTOMIZED RETAINERS
AFFORDABLE MONTHLY PAYMENT PLANS

EXTENDED FINANCING AVAILABLE

ANTIQUES & ESTATE BUYERS

ANTIQUE & ESTATE BUYERS
We buy anything old. One piece or house full. 

WILL TRAVEL. HOUSE CALLS.

ANTIQUE & ESTATE BUYERS
We buy anything old. One piece or house full. 

WILL TRAVEL. HOUSE CALLS.
WILL TRAVEL

ENTIRE
TRI-STATE!

FREE
Estimates!

We Pay $CASH$ For 
Paintings, Clocks, Watches, 
Estate Jewelry & Fine China, 

From Single Items 
to Entire Estates!
Coin & Stamp Collections

Costume Jewelry
Antique Furniture  Lamps
Bronzes  Paintings  Prints

Chinese & Japanese 
Artwork & Porcelain

Sports Collectibles 
Comic Books  Old Toys  Records
Cameras  Sterling Flatware Sets

HUMMELS & LLADROS

ANTIQUES & ESTATE BUYERS

TOP $ PAID
FOR JUDAICA
COLLECTIBLES

HOUSE
CALLS

MOVING orDOWNSIZING?CALL
US!

Top $ Paid
for Antique

Sterling!

Military
Collections

Wanted
Swords,
Knives,

Helmets, etc.

SEE OUR AD IN THE SUNDAY POST

WILL TRAVEL. WE MAKE HOUSE CALLS.
173 WELLWOOD AVENUE, LINDENHURST, N.Y.

SAME DAY  
SERVICE  

AVAILABLE

HOUSE 
CALLS

SERVING BRONX 
AND THE ENTIRE  
TRI-STATE AREA

516-974-6528516-974-6528
ASK FOR CHRISTOPHER
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LEHMAN COLLEGE: Where Adults Succeed!

   BACHELOR’S DEGREES
     Over 50 majors or design your own

   MASTER OF ARTS IN LIBERAL STUDIES
     �ocused on your s�eci�c interest

   RN to BS ONLINE
     RN’s with an Associate’s Degree & NY License Should Apply!

ADP INFORMATION SESSIONS: MARCH/APRIL
call: 718-960-8666

email: adult.degree@lehman.cuny.edu
or visit Lehman Campus, Carman Hall 128

for schedule of sessions and to register to attend.

Bachelor’s & Master’s Degrees to Enhance Your Career 

CREDIT FOR PRIOR LEARNING
PERSONALIZED ADVISING

AFFORDABLE TUITION

CLASSES OFFERED DAY, EVENING, WEEKEND AND ONLINE

www.lehman.cuny/adultdegree

ADULT DEGREE PROGRAM

ADP INFORMATION SESSIONS: APRIL/MAY

BY PATRICK ROCCHIO
A pocket park that should offer 

great views of Long Island Sound is 
now under construction after a de-
cade-long quest to get it built. 

The long-awaited greenstreet at the 
very end of City Island Avenue, which 
will jut out into Long Island Sound, 
is currently under construction as 
the Parks Department held a ground-
breaking ceremony on Wednesday, 
April 15. 

It has been about a decade since 
funding was allocated in the state and 
city budgets by then-Borough Presi-
dent Adolfo Carrion  for the $420,000 
project at Belden Point at a southern 
tip of City Island. 

Mayor de Blasio’s offi ce, Borough 
President Ruben Diaz, Jr.’s offi ce, and 
New York State will share the project’s 
cost. 

Senator Jeff Klein helped preserve 
the funding in the state budget follow-
ing the post-2008 recession.

The greenstreet design will defi ne a 
vehicular turnaround with safety fea-
tures, and will include a landscaped 
area, street trees, benches, a new sea 
rail, decorative trash bins, and a bicy-
cle rack.  

“This public plaza will add a beau-
tiful new greenstreet to the Bronx, 
complete with shade trees and fl ow-

Belden Point Park groundbreaking
ering shrubs where visitors and resi-
dents can enjoy views of the Long Is-
land Sound,” said Mitchell Silver, 
New York City’s Parks Commissioner. 
“These small habitats not only make 
each neighborhood more beautiful, but 
also more resilient, aiding in storm-
water capture and providing a home 
to countless insects, butterfl ies, and 
passing birds.”

Klein said that he looks forward to 
seeing the park completed, which he 
believes will increase waterfront ac-
cess and transform this part of island 
into a destination for families. 

“The pocket park at Belden Point 
is a long-awaited victory for the City 
Island community,” the senator said. 
“I’m proud to have preserved $170,000 
in state funding to get this project off 
the ground and I applaud the City Is-
land Civic Association and the sur-
rounding City Island community for 
ensuring that this project fi nally gets 
underway.”

The park’s waterfront is “City Is-
land’s backyard,” said John Doyle. 

He recalled the history of Belden 
Point, named for a 19th century Wall 
Street tycoon with a somewhat dubi-
ous reputation who lived nearby, and 
later a landing spot for tourists from 
Manhattan visiting by steamship. 

Currently, the future location of 

the park, which a Parks Department 
spokeswoman said could be completed 
as early as next spring, has pilings 
from a dock that was destroyed de-
cades ago. Sometimes, debris has been 
dumped at the location, a turnaround 
for traffi c at the end City Island Ave-
nue.

Assemblyman Michael Benedetto 
thanked Community Board 10 mem-
ber and City Island resident Virgiia 
Gallagher, who claims she was part 
of a waterfront study panel commis-
sioned by Governor Pataki to secure 
the initial funding.

At the groundbreaking (l-r) Assemblyman Michael Benedetto; Deputy Borough President 
Aurelia Greene; Senator Jeff Klein; Mitchell Silver, city Parks Department Commissioner; 
Virginia Gallagher, Community Board 10 Parks Committee chairwoman; John Doyle, corre-
sponding secretary to the City Island Civic Association; Lawrence Scoones, Parks Depart-
ment chief of operations; and Jussara Edwards, NYC Parks designer. Community News Group / 
Photo by Patrick Rocchio
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HCS HOME CARE
Phone: 1(855) 239-CARE (2273) Ask for Ron

In the Business of Caring

My loved one needs care at home....
HCS Home Care has the solution! CDPAP Program

Why CDPAP?
Our Consumer Directed 

Personal Assistance Program allows individuals 
more control over their caregiver services

by permitting you to choose your own caregiver.
 Friends    Family    Neighbors

No Certificate Needed
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the

Reservations: 718-654-4200
3371 Eastchester Road, Bronx, N.Y. 

One Hour Smorgasboard
Four Hours Dining & Dancing

Featuring:
Deluxe Cocktail Hour

• Carving Station 
• Seafood Station • Pasta Station 

• Chafing Station 
• Antipasto Station

Rigatoni alla Vodka
Spring Salad

•Roast Prime Rib of Beef
•Stuffed Chicken 
•Sauteed Salmon 

• Mix Vegetables
• Stuffed Potato

•Eastwood Dessert 

Alive 'n' Kickin' 
Orchestra

Choice of:Dinner
ENJOY UNLIMITED

ROLLING BAR
THROUGHTOUT

THE DINNER

FREE
Gift for

Mom!

All for$5800
Plus 10% Gratuities
Includes sales tax

per person

1/2 
Price
For Children
Under 12

No Charge
For Children
Under 5

BY JAIME WILLIAMS
Young Bronxites walked 

hand in hand with both their 
parents and police during a 
safety walk in Mott Haven on 
April 17.

As the group of more than 
50 local residents wound 
through their neighborhood, 
they handed out fl yers and car-
ried posters which implored 
their fellow residents and area 
businesses to keep the streets 
safe and clean.

The idea for the walk was de-
veloped by participants in the 
East Side House Settlement’s 
Toyota Family Learning pro-
gram, created by the National 
Center for Families Learning. 

The Mott Haven commu-
nity-based organization is one 
of 10 locations nationwide for 
the three-year grant which cre-
ates opportunities for inter-
generational learning efforts 
through community service, 
technology use and family-to-
family mentoring.

“What’s new about this 
program is it engages fami-
lies, engages them in service 
learning, and engages parents 
and children in making their 
communities better,” said Lisa 

Police, families in Mott Haven safety walk
Avetisian, director of commu-
nications for NCFL.

The program showcases 
the power of the family, Diana 
Rodriguez, program coordina-
tor for family and community 
engagement at ESHS. Thirty 
two families with children be-
tween ages three and fi ve en-
gage in activities at the center. 
The parent discussion sessions 
asks parents to dream big and 
set goals for Mott Haven over 
the next 10 years, said Rodri-
guez, as they explore the prob-
lems they and their children 
encounter in their lives. 

The organization recog-
nizes that community mem-
bers need to drive change in 
the neighborhood.

“That’s the only way it’s sus-
tainable, it has to come from 
them,” said Rodriguez.

During the discussions, 
safety and sanitation were the 
two big issues that kept coming 
up, and the families designed 
the idea of the safety walk with 
police to address them, in addi-
tion to reaching out to elected 
offi cials and local leaders. But 
the efforts of the families have 
only just begun.

“It has motivated them to 

explore other issues,” said Ro-
driguez.

A key part of the program’s 
intergenerational education 
and service model is to help the 
parents set examples for the 
children, who see their parents 
try to better themselves as well 
as the community.

Participant Yudith Fleary 
feels her daughter benefi ts 
from the both of them being in-
volved in the program.

“I’m teaching her how to 
give back to the community, 
and how to be part of a group,” 
she said.

But Fleary said she’s also 
personally benefi ted from the 
information she’s received 
through the program about 
things like navigating re-
sources and the school system, 
and she appreciates the support 
the center provides.

“It’s good when you can 
count on a group of people,” 
said Fleary.

The walk was a great start 
to establishing the program’s 
presence in the community, 
she said, and she wants to do 
more.

But the event already has 
made a difference in her fam-

ily. Her daughter used to be 
afraid of the police, but during 
the walk she was eager to be 
next to the offi cers.

The partnership with po-
lice department, both the 40th 
Precinct and PSA 7, has been 
important to the program’s 
mission of bettering their 

neighborhood, said Rodriguez.
“They’ve been so welcom-

ing to us,” she said.
Captain Julie Morril PSA 7 

spoke to the families after the 
group returned to the ESHS. 

“You deserve to live in a 
place where there is no crime,” 
said Morril. “And we’re here to 
help you do that.”

NYPD’s Community Affairs offi cer Angel Irizarry, of PSA 7, holds hands 
with pre-schooler Vivianne Ovalles during a Safety Walk on April 17 in 
Mott Haven. The walk was part of the Toyota Family Learning program 
activities at East Side House Settlement. 
 Photo courtesy of the East Side House Settlement
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HOLY FAMILY CHURCH

            Saturday, May 2, 2015

COLOR TV

and many more great prizes!

Card Party
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2815 Middletown Road 
(next door to Frank’s Pizza)

TEL 718.684.2815 FAX 718.597.3331 
WE ACCEPT ALL MAJOR CREDIT CARDS · WE DELIVER!

CHECK OUT OUR FACEBOOK PAGE 
www.facebook.com/DaFrancoandTonyRistorante 

Da Franco & Tony
Ristorante

OPEN 7 DAYS A WEEK

Monday–Thursday, 12–10:00PM
Friday & Saturday, 12–11:00PM

Sunday, 1:00–10:00PM

Authentic Italian Cuisine
Our resturant is available for business meetings or family functions

WE ARE NOW ACCEPTING

Mother's Day 
reservations

Villa Barone Manor cleaned up quickly in the aftermath of an April 15 accident. A car exiting 
the Throgs Neck Expressway at Randall Avenue lost control and crashed into the catering 
facility’s side door and took out a pillar. Photo by Walter Pofeldt

BY JAIME WILLIAMS
A car crash at Villa Barone Manor 

on April 15 has prompted elected offi -
cials to call for changes to the Randall 
Avenue exit of the south-bound Throgs 
Neck Expressway.

Around 7 a.m. on the Wednesday 
morning, a car slammed into the ca-
tering hall. There were no serious in-
juries or arrests reported, according 
to a police spokeswoman.

The car took out a pillar and a side-
door, said Councilman James Vacca, 
who was driving in the neighborhood 
and stopped at the scene.

“It looked like a bomb had hit the 

place,” he said.
The accident appeared to be caused 

by the driver taking the forked exit to-
wards Randall Avenue too fast, clipping 
a curb and losing control of the car, said 
Assemblyman Michael Benedetto.

The owners of Villa Barone told 
Benedetto there have been a number of 
accidents outside their business over 
the years.

“Speeding at the location is an is-
sue,” said Vacca.

There have been adjustments made 
to the exit ramp over the years, but 
they don’t seem to have helped, the 
councilman said.

The issue was brought up to the 
State Department of Transportation a 
few years ago, said Benedetto, but no 
changes were made in response to the 
offi cials concerns.

The assemblyman has a handlful 
of ideas to improve the exit, which in-
clude installing a stop sign at the exit, 
making the exit shorter, or using jer-
sey barriers that would narrow the 
traffi c lane to stop any out of control 
cars coming off the highway.

His offi ce has reached out to the 
State DOT again, and Benedetto said 
he hopes they can come up with a cre-
ative soluntion to slow traffi c at the 
site.

“People are just coming off the exit 
too fast,” Benedetto said.

Senator Jeff Klein echoed his col-
legues on the need for attention at the 
site.

“This upsetting event sheds light 
on a critical issue in the Bronx: the 
need for traffi c and roadway designs 
that work with, not against our com-
munities,” Klein said in a statement 
about the crash. “I stand with Throggs 
Neck residents in calling on New York 
City and State DOT to investigate traf-
fi c fl ow coming off this dangerous exit 
and the need for new safety measures 
and expanded protocol.”

Villa Barone Manor crash 
prompts TNE exit changes

This upsetting event 
sheds light on a critical 
issue in the Bronx: the 

need for traffi c and 
roadway designs that 
work with, not against 

our communities. I 
stand with Throggs 

Neck residents in calling 
on New York City and 

State DOT to investigate 
traffi c fl ow coming off 

this dangerous exit and 
the need for new safety 
measures and expanded 

protocol.
Senator Jeff Klein
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An ariel shot of the property purchased by the Stagg Group, located at 3084 Webster Av-
enue and 410-414 E. 203rd Street. File photo / Courtesy of Ariel Property Advisors

BY STEVEN GOODSTEIN
New development in Norwood holds 

many opportunities for the neighbor-
hood and its residents.

A recently purchased property lo-
cated between 202nd and 203rd streets 
will soon be the location of Norwood 
Gardens, a residential building.

The deal was made offi cial in mid-
January, when Ariel Property Advi-
sors announced that the development 
site of 3084 Webster Avenue and 410-414 
East 203rd Street had been purchased 
by the Stagg Group for just over $4 mil-
lion. 

Since then, the Stagg Group has 
evaluated their options, and have de-
cided to construct a residential build-
ing which includes 130 units of afford-
able and market rate housing.

The new residence will include 
one-, two- and even three-bedroom 
apartments. 

Additionally, it will include am-
ple indoor parking, bicycle parking, a 
gymnasium and a recreation area for 
tenants, with landscaping in the front 
and back of the building.

The property will also include 5,000 
square foot of retail space on Webster 
Avenue. The retail tenants have not 
been signed yet.

This new residential building is 
easily accessible to public transporta-
tion, only a short walk away from the 
Norwood/205th subway station of the 
D train and close to the New York Bo-
tanical Garden and Williamsbridge 

stations of the Metro North Harlem 
Line.

 The building will also be served by 
the Bx15 and Bx41. 

Nearby attractions include the Gar-
den, Fordham University, the Bronx 
River and part of the Bronx Green-
way.

The project is timely for the neigh-
borhood. The property is located in 
the new R7-D zone, created as a result 
of the Webster Avenue Vision Plan, 
a study which focuses primarily on 
Webster Avenue from Fordham Road 
to Gun Hill Road in attempts to trans-
form the stretch into a vibrant mixed-
use district.

The Stagg Group is also exploring 
the possibility of using the NYC Hous-
ing Preservation and Development’s 
Mixed Income Program, also known 
as the Mix & Match Program, which 
funds new construction of mixed in-
come and multi-family rental projects 
from affordable housing to households 
earning up to 165% of the Area Median 
Income.

“We look forward to working with 
Community Board 7, local elected of-
fi cials, the city and HPD to produce 
quality housing to assist with the may-
or’s goal of 80,000 units of new hous-
ing,” said Adolfo Carrion, Jr., execu-
tive vice president of the Stagg Group. 
“Our mission as a developer is to take 
advantage of transit and allow fami-
lies to remain in New York City in af-
fordable homes.”

Stagg Group plans 
130-units on Webster
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SPOTO’S
FINE NEOPOLITAN & SICILIAN CUISINE

4005 East Tremont Ave.
Bronx, NY 10465

718-828-5613
www.SpotosNYC.com

Come enjoy our 
elegant wine bar!

SPOTO’S MENU IS ON ITS WAY TO YOU
or view it on our website: www.SpotosNYC.com

BOOK YOUR PARTY NOW!

Too tired to cook? Let us do it for you...Free Delivery!
OUTSIDE OFF PREMISE CATERING DELIVERED DOOR TO DOOR

Dates are available…
Banquet room seats up to 100 people

All parties supervised by Peter

Daily Lunch Special

$11.95
Spoto’s Early Dining

$24.95
SPOTO’S NOW

DELIVERS
7 Days A Week!

NOW 
SERVING A 
FULL PIZZA 

MENU!

Come 
enjoy our 
elegant 
wine bar! Join us on                     for daily specials

Exquisite Catering at Affordable Prices
We specialize in family functions!

CALL NOW TO BOOK YOUR NEXT AFFAIR!
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MAX
LIVE THE LIFE YOU WANT

800-469-6292    TTY 711 
7 days a week, 8:00 am to 8:00 pm

www.villagecaremax.org

Our Members Are 
Our #1 Priority

We are a 5-star rated 
Managed Long-Term Care Plan 

5-star overall rating based 
on the 2014 NYC Region 
MLTC Consumer Guide, 

published by the
 New York  State 

Department of Health

Parents of campers ages 5-12 are invited to visit 
Mosholu Day Camp in Bear Mountain, New York.  
This is a great opportunity to meet staff members 
and learn all about the exciting 2015 summer camp 
program. Tours dates and times are as follows:  Sat-
urday, May 3, starting promptly at 1 p.m.; Saturday, 
May 16, starting promptly at 1 p.m.; Sunday, May 
31, starting promptly at 10:30 a.m.; and Saturday, 
June 13, starting promptly at 12:30 p.m.                                                              

Transportation available from MMCC $10/per-
son. Registration at the MMCC front desk by noon 
of Thurs before each tour date

Mosholu Day Camp is an accredited day camp 
that offers a traditional fun-fi lled and safe program.  
Campers swim twice a day, play sports, art, take 
part in drama, archery, boating, music and dance.  
Mosholu Day Camp offers various session pack-
ages, lunch and bus transportation from points in 
the Bronx and Southern Westchester. 

For additional information including direc-
tions, contact: Mosholu Montefi ore Community 
Center (718) 882-4000, email: daycamp@mmcc.org 
or go to www.mosholudaycamp.com

MMCC is a community resource that has helped 
improve the quality of life of Bronx residents for 
more than 75 years. We serve individuals of all ages 
through free and affordable support, enrichment, 
education and recreation services at our centrally 
located facilities. From programs for children, 
such as daycare and summer camp, to services for 
senior citizens, such as senior center activities and 
daily hot lunches, MMCC provides broad and deep 
opportunities that open new possibilities to change 
the course of individual lives, strengthen families 
and reshape the greater community.

 For information about MMCC and their pro-
grams or to donate, call 718-882-4000 or visit www.
mmcc.org.

Mosholu Day 
Camp spring tour

As the winter months recede, reconnect to na-
ture—and rejuvenate your body and mind—with 
spring wellness sessions at Wave Hill, 675 West 
252nd Street. Enjoy gentle sessions of Tai Chi Ch-
uan, Hatha Yoga and meditation, all while envel-
oped in a lush garden oasis. Led by experienced 
practitioners and teachers, these sessions facilitate 
a nuanced connection between mind, body and the 
natural world.

In May, Wave Hill also offers a Free Community 
Chair Yoga session, led by a member of the Yoga 
for Bliss team. New and seasoned practitioners 
alike are invited to participate in this introductory 
program, which combines seated stretching and 
strengthening with breathing techniques designed 
to relieve stress and increase mobility. Chair yoga 
is suitable for all ages, fi tness levels and physical 
conditions.

Starting in May, Tai Chi Chuan and Hatha Yoga 
sessions are held outdoors, weather permitting. 
Meditation is held indoors year-round.

Registration required; register online and, day 
of, onsite at the Perkins Visitor Center. 

Drop-ins will be accommodated as the limited 
space permits. Session fees include admission to 
the grounds.

For further information call (718) 549-3200.

De-stress at Wave Hill’s 
spring wellness programs 
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NOT RESPONSIBLE FOR TYPOGRAPHICAL ERRORS - PRICES SUBJECT TO CHANGE WITHOUT NOTICE

Mon-Sat  7am - 7pm
Sunday  9am - 5pm

718-892-7798
F: 718-892-7919

1554 Paulding Ave
Bronx, NY 10462 www.giordanosbigg.com

 CHECK US OUT.
FULL LINE OF MEAT, 
SEAFOOD AND DELI.

COME IN AND HAVE A 
FREE CUP OF COFFEE

ALL MEATS
CUSTOM CUT

YOUR WAY

We Take E.B.T. CARD

FREE
DELIVERY
ON PURCHACES OVER $50

7 DAYS
A WEEK

PARTY PACK
CLUB SIZE
3 lb. 6.25 oz

$199
REG. PRICE $5.99

WARM DESERT MIX

MONKEY
BREAD

$599
REG. PRICE $12.99

44 oz BOX

PREMIUM RESERVE
EXTRA VIRGIN

OLIVE OIL

$1999

FIRST COLD PRESSED
1 BOT. ITALY
1 BOT. SPAIN

REG. 
$39.99

BUY 1 GET 1

FREE

BREADED
COD
3 LB. PACK

WHOLE RIB
OF BEEF

$799 lb.

CUSTOM
CUT
FREE

REG. PRICE $9 99 lb

RIB STEAKS
TRIMMED

$899 lb.
REG. PRICE $12 99 lb

ITALIAN STYLE

PORK SAUSAGE
SWEET OR HOT
5 LBS. OR MORE

$299 lb.

ST. LOUIS RIBS
W/ B.B.Q. SAUCE

SEASONED AND SMOKED

BUY 2 GET 1

FREE

$1000

ITALIAN STYLE

CHICKEN
SAUSAGE
BUY 1 PACK
GET 1 PACK

FREE

CHICKEN
LEG 1/4s

10 LBS. FOR

FRESH
CHUCK CHOP
5 LBS. OR MORE

$399 lb.

FRESH
HAMBURGERS

$599 lb.

JUMBO COOKED COCKTAIL SHRIMP $1499 lb. REG.
$19.9916-20 CT.
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1760 CROSBY AVE, BRONX, NY 10461

FREE FAST DELIVERY
718 597-4992
 718 597-4993 
718 597-4994

FAX: 718 597-4995

Available In Half Trays
and Whole Trays

FULL GOURMET CATERING SERVICE AVAILABLE

CHECK OUT OUR FULL CATERING MENU ONLINE AT

MANGIASBRICKOVEN.COM

FIND US ON:

Custom Made Hot or Cold 3 - 6 foot Heroes...
All Food Made Fresh On The Premises

Let Us Do The Work For Your Special Occasion!
No Party Too Large!

Appetizers, Sides, Salads, Pastas, Brick Oven Pastas, 
Chicken and Veal Dishes, Eggplant Dishes, Sausage Dish-

es, Seafood Dishes, Desserts...and More...

BY ROBERT WIRSING
The recently proposed water 

rate increase is already caus-
ing some ripples and waves in 
our borough despite not yet be-
ing formally adopted. 

On Friday, March 27, the 
Department of Environmental 
Protection proposed a 3.24% 
increase in the fi scal year 2016 
water rate to the New York City 
Water Board.

The proposal represents the 
lowest increase in a decade and 
is 34% lower compared with 
the anticipated projection of 
4.9% for this spring.

This signifi cant reduction 
was accomplished via internal 
cost savings and underspend-
ing, interest rate savings and 
redirecting $41 million of FY 
2015’s rental payment toward 
the water and sewer system.

DEP recommends freezing 
the minimum charge at $1.27 
per day, including wastewater 
charges, for the second con-
secutive year for more than 
150,000 customers using fewer 
than 100 gallons of water per 
day explaining this will benefi t 
ratepayers by $2.2 million.

Approximately 25% of all 
single-family homeowners, a 

Decade’s lowest water rate increase proposed
majority of them seniors, will 
witness no rate increase, ac-
cording to the agency.    

“By implementing effec-
tive cost controls, refi nancing 
higher interest debt and reduc-
ing the rental payment, we are 
able to deliver the lowest rate 
increase in a decade, and the 25 
percent of single family home-
owners who use the least water 
will not receive any increase at 
all. In addition, we have put to-
gether a package of initiatives 
to provide relief to nearly 50,000 
additional low-income senior 
and disabled customers,” DEP 
Commissioner Emily Lloyd ex-
plained. 

DEP proposes expanding 
the Home Water Assistance 
Program currently providing 
an annual $116 credit to 12,500 
low-income homeowners quali-
fying for the federal Home En-
ergy Assistance Program to 
include an additional 46,500 
low-income senior and disabled 
homeowners receiving DOF 
tax exemptions. This will ben-
efi t a total of 59,000 low-income 
customers. 

Should the Water Board 
adopt this proposed rate, a typi-
cal single-family homeowner 

will witness an increase from 
$1,025 per year to $1,058 per 
year for water and sewer which 
is $3 per month based upon an 
average consumption of 80,000 
gallons of water annually. 

Refl ecting an average con-
sumption of 52,000 gallons per 
year, a typical multi-family 
unit with metered billing will 
observe an increase from $666 
per year, per unit to $689 per 
year, per unit at less than $2 
per month.

NYC Water Board’s estab-
lishes the rate following its pro-
posal and fi ve public hearings. 
one in each borough, regarding 
the FY 2016 water rate. 

The Bronx’s hearing is 

Wednesday, April 29 at 7 p.m. 
on the 2nd Floor of Hostos Com-
munity College’s Savoy Build-
ing.

Following these hearings, 
the Water Board will formally 
adopt FY 2016 rates on Fri-
day, May 8 and the new rates 
become effective Wednesday, 
July 1.

Community leaders fi ltered 
through DEP’s proposal.

“Keeping water bills low for 
New York City residents and 
those living on a fi xed income 
is critically important. In a city 
where the cost of living is sky-
high, we must fi ght to make life 
more affordable for our hard-
working taxpayers.,” Senator 

Jeff Klein expressed. 
“I am against any and all 

water rate increases by the 
DEP because there is abso-
lutely no reason for it,”  Coun-
cilman James Vacca said.

“People in this neighbor-
hood are struggling and it’s un-
fair to our community’s home-
owners and landlords to raise 
the water rate. Water should be 
free to use and they should con-
sider completely reducing the 
rate or at least focus upon im-
proving our area’s more than 
100-year old water main pipes,” 
said Jesse Harris, Community 
Board 2 Planning Board mem-
ber and a 30 year Longwood ho-
meowner.      

A chart comparing the previous decade’s water rates with DEP’s porposed fi scal year 2016 water rate. 
 Photo courtesy of NYC Department of Environmental Protection

HIGHWAY  
TO HEALTH  

FESTIVAL

Celebrate Healthy Living in NYC

Live Music • Fitness Demos • Medical Screenings 

Cooking Competition • Teen Talent Show 

Free and open to the public

Sunday, May 17th 2015  
10am-4pm
South Street Seaport  
Historic District

healthcorps.org

Sponsors:
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From the Office of Admissions 
If  you are interested in attending one of  the best Catholic High Schools in 
New York City, Cardinal Hayes High School invites you to apply.  Anchored 
in a Catholic framework, we inspire students to strive for personal excellence 
and responsible citizenship .  We accomplish this through a rigorous college 
preparatory program, well-developed extracurricular programs, discipline 
and spiritual growth.   We accept students who demonstrate the potential 
to excel within the Hayes community.   If  you are ready to become a 
Hayesman, we encourage you to apply. 
 
Students seeking admission for the 9th grade should contact Mr. Joseph in 
the admissions office while openings are still available. He can be reached at 
718-292-6100 ext. 187 or cjoseph@cardinalhayes.org.  
 
The next Admissions Exam for students applying to 9th grade will be 
Saturday, May 2nd at 7:45am.  
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cross town
diner

BREAKFAST
LUNCH
DINNER

DELIVERY HOURS
MONDAY - FRIDAY 9AM-11PM
SATURDAY & SUNDAY 8AM-11PM

OPEN 24 HOURS THURSDAY, 
FRIDAY & SATURDAY

718-597-3450
718-597-1978

FAX:
718-597-2097

BY PATRICK ROCCHIO
Cops and youth teamed up 

to clean up graffi ti. 
A group of young people 

from Villa Maria Academy 
joined forces with a cadre of 
police offi cers from the 45th 
Precinct and anti-graffi ti ac-
tivists John Marano and John 
Provetto to clean up a badly 
tagged wall under the Bruck-
ner Expressway interchange 
in Throggs Neck. 

In less than 45 minutes on 
Tuesday, April 21, the dozen 
youngsters, working on a 
school service project, painted 
over a massive support wall 
that links the Hutchinson 
River Parkway to the ap-
proach to the Bronx-Whites-
tone Bridge. 

The effort was part of a 
broader campaign by Provetto 
and Marano, and the 45th Pre-
cinct, to clean up graffi ti trou-
ble spots on structures – and 
things like mailboxes and 
fi re call boxes – throughout 
communities spanning from 
Zerega Avenue to City Island, 
and everywhere in between. 

The efforts, coordinated at 
the precinct by its graffi ti co-
ordinator police offi cer Frank 

Bruckner Blvd. Interchange graffi ti cleanup
Malafronte, often involve 
youth volunteers from schools 
and the Police Youth Explor-
ers, as well as Auxiliary and 
volunteers. 

“We need to send a mes-
sage to our youth who are be-
ing steered the wrong way 
that graffi ti is not the thing to 
do,” said Marano, who added 
“They need to be taught at a 
young age that you have to 
take pride in your community 
and keep it clean.” 

The graffi ti is clearly vis-
ible from the heavily traveled 
roadway, explained Marano, 
also a vice-chairman at Com-
munity Board 10. Provetto, his 
partner in cleanup, said that 
he believes graffi ti is a gate-
way to larger crimes. 

“It is a win for the commu-
nity and a win for the kids,” 
said Provetto of the youth 
helping clean the vandalism.  

“By cleaning up, it gives 
them a sense of what not to do,” 
he said, adding that it fosters a 
sense of ownership and it may 
help the children encourage 
their friends and classmates 
not to graffi ti. 

Fighting graffi ti in the 
Bronx is very diffi cult, be-

cause it is diffi cult to catch the 
culprits in the act, a must for 
prosecution in the borough. 

“If you cannot get them 
on the law enforcement end, 
you get them on the cleanup 
end, where you frustrate the 
graffi ti artist,” said Provetto, 
adding that he would appre-
ciate as much support as pos-
sible on graffi ti prosecutions 
by District Attorney Robert 

Johnson’s offi ce. 
Cleanups like the one on 

April 21 can create better 
harmony between police and 
young people, said Malafronte. 

“It is working with the po-
lice department in a favorable 
light,” he said about young 
people cleaning graffi ti, add-
ing it helps the police be seen 
as people who do more than 
lock people up. 

“I am hoping that this 
will encourage people to get 
involved and cleanup their 
neighborhood,” the offi cer 
said, adding that there was 
not a shortage of volunteers 
to clean up graffi ti in the 45th 
Precinct. 

“You know when you are 
crossing into the 45th Pre-
cinct,” said Malafronte. “You 
see the graffi ti stop.” 

Community Board 10 vice-chairman John Marano (l), 45th Precinct graffi ti coordinator police offi cer Frank 
Malafronte (r) are joined by other cops and children from Villa Maria Academy in a graffi ti cleanup under the 
Bruckner Interchange on Tuesday, April 21. Community News Group / Photo by Patrick Rocchio
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CAREER INFORMATION SEMINARS
SATURDAY,  MAY 2*, 10:30 AM
WEDNESDAY,  MAY 13, 6:30 PM
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PROFESSIONAL CERTIFICATE PROGRAMS IN:

Find out about Financial Assistance available**
** depending upon eligibility.

INVEST IN YOURSELF 

For more information, please call Lehman College Continuing Education at
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� Home Health Aide
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� EKG/Phlebotomy, Nurse Technician
� Dental Assistant
� Pharmacy Technician
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�
� Alcoholism & Substance Abuse Counseling
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� Business Bookkeeping
� Personal Financial Planning
� Small Business/ Entrepreneurship
� IRS Enrolled Agent
� Microsoft Specialist
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� A+ Computer Technician
� Graphics & Web Design

FRIDAY,  MAY 8, 10:30 AM
HEALTH CAREERS INFORMATION SEMINAR 
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LEARN ABOUT HIGH-GROWTH CAREERS
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BY JAIME WILLIAMS
Confusion has cropped up 

in Community Board 11 over 
the placement of signs on Pel-
ham Parkway South, east of 
Williamsbridge Road.

Specifi cally, the board’s 
offi ce is questioning the no 
parking zone at the corner of 
the intersection, turning off 
Williamsbridge to the east-
bound service road, and a no 
standing zone which begins 
further down the block.

The signs were installed 
last year during the much-
maligned reconstruction 
of Pelham Parkway South, 
which narrowed the service 
road and reduced parking in 
the neighborhood.

The concern is that no 
standing zones, where as the 
name implies, cars are not 
allowed to stop, tradition-
ally exist at corners of tight 
streets to allow for the turn-
ing radius of a fire truck, 
said Community Board 11 
district manager Jeremy 
Warneke. 

But because there is a no 
parking zone on the corner, 
only between the hours of 7 
a.m. and 7 p.m., cars can park 

Confusion over Pelham Pkwy. parking signs
on that corner before and af-
ter the designated times, and 
all the time with special per-
mits.

“That’s a problem if a 
fi re truck is trying to get 
through,” said Warneke.

The question of why the 
signs were installed that way 
was brought up to the Depart-
ment of Transportation dur-
ing a site visit of Pelham Park-
way South about a year ago to 
highlight multiple commu-
nity concerns, said Warneke, 
but the issue was passed off to 
the FDNY.

In  December, Warneke 
said a community liaison 
from the FDNY visited the 
site and expressed concern 
over the signage.

According to the DOT, the 
signs were installed that way 
following instructions from 
the FDNY, but the agency is 
currently reviewing the re-
quest from Community Board 
11 and the FDNY to change 
them. 

The FDNY did not respond 
to a request for comment.

In the meantime, some 
community members are sim-
ilarly frustrated with the no 

parking zone on the corner.
When cars park on the cor-

ner of Pelham Parkway South 
in the evening, it makes it dif-
fi cult for eastbound traffi c 
from multiple lanes to merge 

into the single lane service 
road, said longtime Pelham 
Parkway resident Frank Vi-
gnali.

He feels there should be a 
no standing zone on the cor-

ner to create a funnel lane 
for traffi c, as opposed to a no 
standing zone in the middle of 
the block.

“It doesn’t make sense,” 
said Vignali.

Community Board 11 is questioning why there is a No Parking sign at the corner of the Pelham Parkway South 
service road instead of a No Standing sign. Community News Group / Jaime Williams

 Family Health Center is moving to 1 Fordham Plaza
 More Physicians, Better Care for Your Family

Call 718-933-2400 to make an appointment.

� Providing excellent preventive care for the entire family in new 
    state-of-the-art facilities.

� Treating all major illnesses with additional specialty services. 
    Specializing in chronic conditions, such as diabetes, asthma and HIV.

� Same-day appointments available.

� A member of the Bronx Community Health Network (BCHN); 
    No one is refused care.

�Montefiore Family Health Center
     www.montefiore.org/FHC 

We’re Moving!



BRONX TIMES REPORTER, APRIL 24-30, 2015 35  BTR



BRONX TIMES REPORTER, APRIL 24-30, 201536    BTR

Wildlife Conservation Society 
is now offering New York City college 
students complimentary admission to 
the Bronx Zoo.

 The offer applies to students attend-
ing a college within the fi ve boroughs, 
or New York City residents attending 
a non-New York City college. Students 
must be enrolled in two- or four-year 
undergraduate programs.

 Eligible students must show a valid 
college ID from an institution within 
the 5 boroughs of New York City, or a 
valid college ID and proof of NYC resi-
dency.

 The offer is for General Admission 
tickets.  An upgrade to Total Experi-
ence Tickets is available on-site.

* * *

Calvary Hospital offers bereave-
ment support groups in the Bronx 
and downtown Brooklyn for children 
ages 6 to 18.  Calvary’s Camp Compass 
is our annual bereavement summer 
camp for children and teens.  All sup-
port groups are free and open to the 
public.  To learn more about tje sup-
port groups, visit www.calvaryhospi-
tal.org or call (646) 739-1005.

 For more than 20 years, Calvary 
Hospital has offered free bereavement 
support groups for adults.  Groups 
meet weekly in the Bronx and Brook-
lyn. A new group will start soon in 
downtown Brooklyn, for adults who 
have lost a spouse or partner. To learn 
more, visit www.calvaryhospital.org 
or call (646) 739-1005.

* * *

The Bronx Council on the Arts is 
teaming up with Bronx Museum of the 
Arts and the PEN American Center—
the leading human rights organization 
for writers worldwide—for the PEN 
World Voices literary conference on 
Thursday, May 7, 2015. This fi rst-time 
collaboration will bring international 
literary programming to the Bronx 
and will be the fi rst of continuing part-
nerships for these groundbreaking or-
ganizations.

This day of programs will include 
fi ction and memoir writing work-
shops with Cuban-American novel-
ist Chantel Acevedo (1 to 3 p.m.) and 
Billy Kahora (3:30 to 5:30 p.m.), and 
will conclude with “The Witnesses” 
an author’s panel discussion on elders 
and folklore that will feature writers 
and celebrities Vinie Burrows, Bou-
bacar Boris Diop, Yusef Komunya-
kaa, Achille Mbembe, and Ng g  wa 
Thiong’o, which starts at 6:30 p.m.

Info and RSVP: http://bronxarts.
org.

* * *

Calvary Hospital invites mental 
health professionals and those in ed-
ucation, who work with children and 

teens, to its “Mentors Through Mourn-
ing” Program.

Now in its 13th year, this training 
course is offered in both its Bronx and 
Brooklyn facilities. The fee is $50 per 
session for mental health clinicians or 
funeral directors.

For graduate students or school 
professionals who are interested in 
serving as resources and guides for 
grieving children and teens within 
the school setting, this program is of-
fered free of charge as a community 
service.

This four week program will meet 
Wednesdays from 4:30 to 6 p.m.: May 
6 “Special Needs of Traumatized Be-
reaved Children and Adolescents”; 
May 13 “Reintegrating Children with 
a Life Threatening Illness into the 
Classroom”; May 20 “When Death Im-
pacts the Classroom”; and May 27 “In-
terventions, Experiential Workshop 
and Self Care.”

Each class will be taught by an ex-
perienced bereavement counselor at 
Calvary Hospital, 1740 Eastchester 
Road. If you have questions or would 
like to register, email wmarmole-
jos@calvaryhospital.org or call either 
Lynne Marie at (718) 518-2173 or Wal-
esca Marmolejos at (718) 518-2370. Pre-
registration is strongly recommended, 
however walk-ins will be welcome.

* * *

The New York City Department 

of Sanitation is adding 87 new “Vi-
sion Zero” compliant mechanical 
brooms, or street sweepers, to its fl eet 
this fi scal year. The new vehicles fea-
ture larger glass windows, allowing 
for 15 percent increase in visibility for 
drivers, compared to the older models. 
This new design reduces blind spots 
for the operator.

 The new sweepers have better fuel 
effi ciency, reduced overall noise levels, 
and a reduced carbon footprint, due to 
a reduction in the engine operating 
speed. In addition, the new brooms 
also include a back-up camera, allow-
ing drivers a rear view of the vehicle 
and surrounding areas.

 All of the new sweepers will be in 
use by the end of May.

* * *

Calvary Hospital announced Timo-
thy P. Barr will be joining the Calvary 
Fund, Inc. as Executive Vice President 
on May 11, . The fund directs all fund-
raising efforts in support of the Hospi-
tal’s unique and historic mission. . Barr 
succeeds Vincent J. Spinelli, who retired 
several months ago. Barr joins Calvary 
from St. Joseph’s Healthcare System in 
New Jersey. Barr graduated from Ford-
ham University with a master’s degree 
in Public Affairs and a bachelor’s of arts 
degree in Political Economy.

Free Bronx Zoo tickets for students
In partnership with the Westchester 

Square BID, GrowNYC celebrates 
Earth Month with its 100th Stop 
‘N’ Swap community reuse event at 
Westchester Square on Saturday, April 
25, from noon to 3 p.m.. GrowNYC, a 
non-profi t organization working to 
improve NYC’s quality of life, invites 
the public to bring portable, reusable 
items to share or simply come see what 
is free for the taking.

Stop ‘N’ Swaps have developed a reg-
ular following among thrifty and envi-
ronmentally conscious New Yorkers. 
In response to increasing demand for 
the events, GrowNYC has set a goal of 
hosting one Stop ‘N’ Swap in each of the 
city’s 59 community districts each year. 

“We see tremendous growth ev-
ery year at Bronx Stop ‘N’ Swaps. In 
fact, attendance at the Westchester 
Square swap has doubled since 2012, 
and items swapped has increased by 
29% throughout the borough. We look 
forward to seeing familiar faces at the 
event, as well as seeing the joy of fi rst-
timers seeing their goods go to new 
homes, or taking home useful items at 
no cost,” said David Hurd, the director 

Westchester Square 
Stop ‘N’ Swap

of GrowNYC’s Offi ce of Recycling Out-
reach and Education.

How It Works: Stop ‘N’ Swaps invite 
the public to bring clean, portable, re-
usable items to share with those who 
can use them. No one is required to 
bring something to take something—
you can simply show up with a bag and 
see what’s free for the taking. Books, 
toys, fashionable clothing, housewares 
and electronics are just some of the of-
ferings. Anything leftover at the end of 
the day is donated or recycled. Furni-
ture and other large items are not ac-
cepted at the swap.

“Stop ‘N’ Swaps are a resource for 
all New Yorkers. Residents come out in 
large numbers to give away what they 
don’t need and fi nd some really useful 
items for themselves, all without pay-
ing. And we are keeping perfectly good 
items out of the landfi ll, which is where 
so many things unfortunately end up,” 
said GrowNYC executive director 
Marcel Van Ooyen. “The added bene-
fi t is neighbor meeting neighbor, and a 
community being strengthened.”

For further information go to www.
GrowNYC.org/swap.
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CALL 1-855-70-COHEN (26436)
Cohen’s Gentle Dental

183 West 231 Street
Bronx, NY 10463

Cohen’s Gentle Dental
1 East Fordham Road

Bronx, NY 10468

Cohen’s Gentle Dental
4260 Broadway

New York, NY 10033

Cohen’s Gentle Dental
2169 White Plains Rd.

Bronx, NY 10462

www.cohensgentledental.com
*MOST INSURANCE PLANS

& MEDICAID ACCEPTED

PARTIALS

Metal Partial: 
$800
Acrylic Partial: 
$600

SAME DAY

DENTURES

Reg. $1500
Now $1199

VALPLAST 

FLEXIBLE 

PARTIALS

Reg. $1500
Now $1200

IMPLANTS
STARTING AT

$499

2 IMPLANT
LOWER 
OVERDENTURE  

$4500

EXPIRES 1/31/15

Call Now And Receive
Our Special
1 HOUR
ZOOM!

Teeth Whitening
Special

Regular Price $500 - $400 w/thids ad

Smile with Whiter! Brighter! Healthier Teeth!

With An Extreme Smile Makeover!

*X-Rays, exam and cleaning 
are required before treatment

X-Rays and Cleaning

$75
with this ad

NEW PATIENT SPECIAL EXAM
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Castle Hill  
Funeral Directors, Inc.

1528 Castle Hill Avenue
Bronx, NY 10462
(718) 828-9222

AFFORDABLE CREMATION & BURIAL PACKAGES

PRE-ARRANGED AND PREPAID SERVICES

LARGE PARKING FACILITY

www.chfuneraldirectors.net

Family Owned for 80 Years

Thomas Guido
Funeral Director

George Farr
Funeral Director

John Ruggiero 
Funeral Director

Marlena LoCicero
Funeral Director

A Trusted Name In The Community For Over 50 Years

CHERICO REAL ESTATE

ONX, NY

Shop In Our 
Classified 

Pages 
and Save 

Money

BY ROBERT WIRSING
The Rawlins and Kearney avenues 

traffi c triangle’s parking signage has 
been re-worked .

Recently covered in the Bronx 
Times, the Country Club Greenstreet 
triangle’s southern perimeter dis-
played a single-headed arrow as op-
pose to its original double-headed 
version which was damaged, then re-
moved.

Community Board 10, Councilman 
James Vacca’s offi ce, and the NYC De-
partment of Transportation went to 
work correcting the island’s signage 
by re-situating stop signs further 
up the triangle and on Kearney Ave-
nue as well as replacing the damaged 
No Standing Anytime sign with the 
wrong version.

NYCDOT originally claimed the 
south side was too small to provide 
parking, but were proven wrong as il-
legally parked vehicles began appear-
ing there daily, obstructing motorists’ 
vision as they passed the island.

According to a NYCDOT spokes-
person, they were made aware of the 
sign issue at this location which they 
repaired via a new sign installation on 
Friday, April 10.

Following this correction, Michael 
McNerney, Country Club Civic Asso-
ciation president revealed only one ve-
hicle has been spotted illegally parked 

Traffi c triangle’s misleading signage re-worked
at the triangle, which was promptly is-
sued a parking summons.

McNerney has reached out to the 
45th Precinct’s commanding offi cer 
and thanked the department for their 
immediate renforcement.

“We’re very pleased that the sign 
has been corrected by the New York 
City Department of Transportation 
and I’m certain that the recent media 
and political attention that has been 
brought to this location has further 
added to the incentive to have the is-
sues here corrected. In the future, we 
look forward to a more direct line of 
communication with the New York 
City Department of Transportation as 
we work toward continuing to address 
transportation concerns in the Coun-
try Club community,” McNerney ex-
pressed.

“My offi ce was instrumental in 
helping to get this done after residents 
contacted me about this situation as 
well as from personally visiting this 
site to verify their concern. I knew 
right then and there DOT had to take 
action in replacing this sign as soon as 
possible,” Councilman James Vacca 
explained. 

Last month, Senator Jeff Klein lent 
his support by writing to DOT’s Bor-
ough Commissioner, Constance Mo-
ran, urging NYCDOT to replace the-
wrong sign.

“I applaud both the quickness and 
effi ciency in which the DOT replaced 
the ‘No Standing Any Time’ sign at 
Rawlins and Kearney avenues as pro-
tecting and ensuring the safety of pe-
destrians and drivers throughout 
the Bronx and New York City is criti-
cally important. I look forward to con-
tinuing to work with the DOT to fos-
ter safer roadway designs and reduce 
traffi c collisions in our communities,” 
Senator Klein stated.

“Community Board 10, working 
with Country Club Civic Associa-
tion and the New York Department of 
Transportation, is happy to note the 
corrected sign was installed at the 
Rawlins and Kearney avenues traffi c 
triangle as this will contribute in pro-
moting traffi c safety in the area,” Ken 
Kearns, CB 10 district manager said.    

With the traffi c triangle fully re-
stored, McNerney explains CCCA and 
NYCDOT will devote their time to-
ward correcting other traffi c concerns 
in the area.

Chief among them is improving 
Country Club Road at MacDonough 
Street. 

Currently only one lane of traffi c 
on Country Club Road is permitted to 
enter the Jarvis Avenue overpass, and 
according to McNerney this causes a 
tremendous backup every morning as 
far as Stadium Avenue.

A proposed resolution is for Coun-
try Club Road’s right lane to allow mo-
torists the options of either turning 
right onto MacDonough or traveling 
straight over the Jarvis Avenue over-
pass.

McNerney said CCCA and NYC-
DOT met on Wednesday, April 15 to 
begin discussing how to best address 
Country Club’s remaining traffi c con-
cerns.   

Rawlins and Kearney avenues traffi c triangle 
now has a corrected No Standing Anytime 
sign installed on its southern perimeter. 
 Community News Group / Robert Wirsing
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Implant.....................$995
Intergrated Post...........$0
Crown.......................$995
Total.......................$1990

CHOOSE EXCELLENCE
Vincent M. Cefola, D.D.S.
Roger Chehova, D.D.S.

1865 Williamsbridge Road
Bronx, NY 10461

718-892-2042
cefola-chehova@optimum.net

PROUDLY SERVING THE COMMUNITY FOR 30 YEARS!

High Quality 
Comprehensive 
Dentistry

Implants

FREE CONSULTATION

SPRING SPECIAL

$500
OFF

New patients only - by appointment only.
Must mention promotion at time of booking.

For almost 40 years, Huntington’s highly trained 

tutors have worked one-to-one with students to help 

them master the skills needed to make their next 

report card better than the last one.

ACADEMIC SKILLS  K-12

Reading •  Writing • Math • Study Skills

Spelling  •  Vocabulary • Phonics

SUBJECT TUTORING MIDDLE SCHOOL-COLLEGE
 Algebra • Geometry • Trigonometry • Pre-Calculus  

Calculus •  Earth Science • Biology • Chemistry • Physics

Advanced Placement (AP) • State Tests • GED • ASVAB

ISSE • SSAT • SHSAT • ELA • Regents • HCHS • TACHS

EXAM PREP

©2015 Huntington Mark, LLC. Independently Owned and Operated. SAT and Advanced Placement (AP) are registered trademarks of the College Board. PSAT/NMSQT is a 
registered trademark of the College Board and the National Merit Scholarship Corporation.  ACT is a registered trademark of ACT, Inc. None of these entities were involved in the 
production of, and do not enclose the program. * Offer valid for Academic Evaluation or Tuition, new students only. Not valid with any other offer.     HPA101-BNW(4/15)

Huntington is accredited by Middle States Association of Colleges and Schools (MSA). 

To find out more about Huntington Tutoring Programs, CALL NOW!

SAT • PSAT/NMSQT • ACT

HuntingtonHelps.com  

For additional locations in your area call
®1 800 CAN LEARN

NO MATTER WHAT SUBJECT YOUR 
CHILD STRUGGLES WITH
HUNTINGTON CAN HELP.

SAVE
$100*

WHEN YOU

CALL TODAY!

718-358-7900
Flushing Staten Island

718-697-0500

Additional centers located in

Park Slope
718-230-4600718-491-0900

Bay Ridge Manhattan
212-362-0100718-597-1500

Bronx

914-72-6100
Eastchester Scarsdale

914-946-7800

INTERNATIONAL CATERERS 
PROUDLY PRESENTS

3243 AMPERE AVENUE, BRONX
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THE THROGGSCheck out
These Stores In The
Throggs Neck Mall!

3602/3604 East Tremont Avenue  

Queen #1 - Manicure and Pedicure $20
Queen #2 - Hair and Make-Up $75
Queen #3 - Hair, Make-Up, Nails $100
Queen #4 - Hair, Make-Up, Nails and
                   Teethwhitening $150

For All Your Marketing Needs

Design & Printing, Promotional Items, Websites & more
MAS

In The
Courtyard
Near the

Alley Cat Cafe
347-621-1799

THROGGS NECK’S ONLY ICE CREAM PARLOR!

FEATURING GUILT FREE SELECTIONS INCLUDING

FAT FREE, NON-DAIRY, SUGAR FREE, AND GLUTEN FREE

Now Featuring 
Uncle Louie G’s 
Italian Ices and 

Ice Cream

Large Ice Cream Sheet Cakes $30
Birthday Cakes Starting at $20

In The Courtyard Near the
Alley Cat Cafe

Business Cards (500 ct.) $29.95
2’ by 4’ Banner $39.95

10% OFF Promotional Items

Prom Queen Specials:

MARKETING & ADVERTISING SOLUTIONS
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NATIONAL CHAMPION 
STICKFIGHTING TEAM

See what the Throggs Neck Mall is all about!
You can sit and dine in our cozy courtyard. 
Order from the best smokehouse in the 
Bronx at the Alley Cat Café.NECK MALL

   and Fitness

(2nd Floor) Suite 204

Lessons on all Instruments
Beginners & Intermediate

Repairs, Recordings,
Video, Live Bands

Disc Jockeys Available

Call 646-261-0170
or 646-331-9707
for free consultation or

www.justnutsmusic.net

Home Of The

Offi ce/Retail Space Available in the Mall Call 917-232-2375

(2nd Floor) Suite 206

Broadway Comes to the Bronx! 

Students in the Villa Maria Academy Drama Club
present Rodgers and Hammerstein musical,

“OKLAHOMA!”
May 8 and 9 at 8pm

Villa Maria Academy’s Visitation Center 
3335 Country Club Rd, Bronx, NY

Tickets are $12 in advance and at the door.
Seating is reserved. First come fi rst served

For ticket information, contact Ro Haney at 718-792-1751.

Congratulations

2015 Minors League AFC Rapid Soccer

League Champions!
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Brandon Muccino, P.S. 83 principal; Senator Jeff Klein; Nick Affi sco, STS Sports program developer; STS Sports staff; community members; and P.S. 83 students. Photo courtesy of the Offi ce 
of Senator Jeff Klein

On Tuesday, April 7, Senator Jeff Klein visited more than 130 students, parents, and administrators at P.S. 83’s Ultimate Enrichment Spring Break Camp.  The free week long camp was 
funded by a $1.5 million state grant secured by the senator through the New York City Community Learning Schools Initiative last year. 

SENATOR JEFF KLEIN VISITS SPRING BREAK CAMP AT P.S. 83

Temple Hatikva, located on 1526 Williamsbridge Road, held Shabbat services and a festive 
Passover dessert on Friday, April 10. After the services, members of the Temple Hativka 
congregation were treated to a Passover dessert kiddish which consisted of a large variety 
of holiday sweets.

HATIKVA HOSTS PASSOVER DESSERT

Members of the Temple Hatikva congregation enjoy festive Passover dessert kiddish after 
Shabbat services. Photo courtesy of Temple Hatikva

Councilman James Vacca partnered with 
the Food Bank For New York City and the 
City University of New York to offer free tax 
preparation service for qualifi ed people at 
Bronx House on Saturday, April 11.

VACCA, NY FOOD BANK, CUNY HOST TAX PREP

(Above) (l to r) Rachel Sabella from Food 
Bank for New York City, Councilmember 
James Vacca, Vacca’s chief of staff Michael 
Rivadeneyra and a CUNY representative. 
 Photo by Patricio Robayo

Councilman James Vacca greets partici-
pants at the tax prep event. 
 Photo by Patricio Robayo

New Beginning Animal Rescue volunteers 
held a ‘Zumbathon’ zumba class as a fund-
raiser for their animal shelter at the Locust 
Point Civil Association, 3300 Tierney Place 
on Sunday, April 12. For $10, attendees were 
able to participate in a 90-minute zumba 
session led by certifi ed instructors Stepha-
nie Crespo, Monica Herrera, Sergio Mejia and 
Mayra Mira.

ZUMBA FUNDRAISER
 FOR ANIMAL SHELTER

(l-r) Zumba instructors Monica Herrera, 
Sergio Mejia and Stephanie Crespo get the 
crowd moving at the ‘Zumbathon’ fundrais-
er. Photo by Laura Stone
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Happy Anniversary 
to my Wife 

All starting from a feeling we did not ignore, 
A feeling of connection we choose to explore. 

I don’t know what it is that you saw in me, 
What I saw in you was the up most happiness 

that can ever be. 
Even more so on the day that when you and I 

became “we”
I can still smile and say with love and truth honey, 

I Love You

Happy Anniversary
Your Husband 

Stanley

April 23, 2015

LindaaLindaLinda
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(l-r) Frank Arce, Larry Cody, John Forbes, Bob Doonan, Barry Tiernan, Phil Cremins, Joe Faix, 
Pat Devine, Joseph DeRose, Paul Grasso and Ray DePillis. Photo courtesy of Pat Cremins

With the 40th anniversary of the fall of Saigon and the end of the Vietnam War approaching 
at the end of April, Throggs Neck Memorial American Legion Post held a Welcome Home 
Vietnam Veterans Day centering around the date of Monday, March 30 – the day the U.S. 
Senate decreed as one to honor all who served bravely in Vietnam, Laos, Cambodia, and 
elsewhere in Southeast Asia during the confl ict. Because many service members from the 
Vietnam-era experienced returning home to protest signs, defamatory chants, and even 
spit, the veterans were ‘welcomed home’ by the veterans advocacy group in a manner the 
legionnaires feel should have been granted to all service men and women returning home 
in the late 1960s and early 1970s. 

VIETNAM WAR’S 40TH ANNIVERSARY

Shayla Monserrate stands alongside her 
work. 
 Photo by Silvio Pacifi co

(Above) Art teacher Larry Minetti (r) 
with some of the artwork and stud-
nets who created it. Pictured are
students Raymond Ciprian, Ricardo Alva-
rado, Matthew Ramirez, Austin Sanchez and 
Shayla Monserrate. Photo by Silvio Pacifi co

Collegiate Institute for Math and Science 
held their annual spring art show at the 
school on Wednesday, April 15. The school 
welcomed Senator Jeff Klein and Assembly-
man Mark Gjonaj to the event. An announce-
ment was made at the art show that the high 
school had received $18,000 in enrichment 
program funding. 

CIMS HOLDS SPRING ART SHOW

On Saturday, April 18, Councilman James Vacca and the Bartow-Pell Mansion Museum cel-
ebrated the start of a $1.7 million restoration project for the museum. Also the museum  
hosted 200 volunteers in a clean-up day sponsored by NYCares and Con Edison that same 
day.  Councilman Vacca allocated $375,000 toward this restoration project in 2008 and 
helped secured an additional $1 million from the Parks Department while Borough President 
Ruben Diaz, Jr. allotted the remaining funds.  The project is slated for an October comple-
tion and will include masonry repointing, cleaning of the mortar between stones, renova-
tions to the roof lining and gutters, and restoration of two iron rod balconies.   

VACCA FUNDS
BARTOW-PELL’S RESTORATION

(l-r) Chief of staff Michael Rivadeneyra; Councilman James Vacca; Ellen M. Bruzelius, Bar-
tow-Pell Mansion Museum’s executive director; Ariel Sealing; Jim Wilkins; Benjamin Horn, 
volunteers from NYCares; and Kelly Faloon, Bartow-Pell Conservancy board member. 
 Photo by Edwin Soto

Bronx Council on the Arts and the Huntington Free Library hosted a family-friendly print 
making workshop on Saturday, April 18. Kids created a variety  of  prints using potatoes, 
celery, and peppers. 

BCA HOSTS PRINT-MAKING WORKSHOP

Gisele Navarette gets to work on her print 
skills using produce and paint. 
 Photo by Laura Stone

(l-r) Freida Hynes, Shoshana Hirschmann 
and Devin Moss show off a peice of their art.
 Photo by Laura Stone



BRONX TIMES REPORTER, APRIL 24-30, 2015 47  BTR

“Look as beautiful as you are….”

FillersBotox

Injections

10% OFF
YOUR FIRST LASER TREATMENT

Must present AD or coupon for offer
CERTAIN RESTRICTIONS APPLY

APRIL EXTRAVAGANZA!

Hop on over and 
get ready for 

Spring!

GIFT
CERTIFICATES 

AVAILABLE

Offering
the latest in

Laser Hair Removal    

Botox  

Fillers 

 Skin Tightening 

Sclerotherapy

Electrolysis

Hormone Replacement Therapy

hCG Weight Loss Program

BEFORE

AFTER

Got Hair?
M E DIC A L  A E S TH E TIC S

3611A East Tremont Ave.  Bronx, NY 347-281-5576

Got Hair? llc
M E DIC A L  A E S TH E TIC S

LOSE 20–40 lb.
IN THE NEXT 40 DAYS

Lose weight and start looking and 
feeling as beautiful as you are...

DROP 20-40 POUNDS IN 40 DAYS

NO EXERCISE NECESSARY

MINIMAL OR NO CRAVINGS

MININMAL OR NO HUNGER

BURNS FAT

TARGETS BELLY, BUTT, HIPS, THIGHS

DOCTOR SUPERVISED FOR SAFETY & RESULTS

Dr. Albert Graziosa 
has been certified 
with the fresh 
start hCG diet 
and has led many 
patients to live 
more happy and 
healthy lives.

B
E

FO
R

E
A

F
TE

R

VISIT US AT 

GOTHAIRLLC.COM

3611A East Tremont Ave. 
Bronx, NY

347-281-5576

BECAUSE OF OUR 

TECHNOLOGY

“Weight Loss 
Has Changed 
My Life”
Ask yourself how 
would you like to lose 
30 or more pounds, 
have more energy, 
feel great, feel sexy, 
decrease your risks 
of diabetes and heart 
disease and regain 
your health all in next 
40 days.

Clean Start hCG  
Weight Loss Program

LOOK AND SEE YOURSELF 
20–40 lb. LIGHTER

LOSE  
½–2 lb. PER DAY
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Throgs Neck Little League kicked off the 2015 season with their annual parade down Tremont Avenue 
on Saturday, April 18.  The parade was followed by an opening day ceremony, attended by local lead-
ers and elected offi cials.

TNLL parade kicks off TNLL parade kicks off 
baseball seasonbaseball season

2014 Little League Champions and coaches with Throggs Neck Merchants president, Steve Kaufman, Senator Jeff Klein, Councilman James Vacca, Tommy Messina and Assemblyman 
Michael Benedetto. Photo by Aracelis Batista

The Throgs Neck Little League parade started at Lafay-
ette Avenue and made it’s way to the baseball fi eld. 
 Photo by Aracelis Batista

Hundreds of little-leaguers turned out for the 
opening day ceremony. 
 Photo by Aracelis Batista
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(Back, l-r) Assemblyman Mark Gjonaj; Senator Jeff Klein; Larry Minnetti, art teacher and 
Nelson join students for the funding announcement. Photo courtesy of Senator Klein’s offi ce

Collegiate High School for Math and Science is getting a boost - Project BOOST that is. 
Senator Jeff Klein has arranged $18,000 in Project BOOST enrichment program funding for 
the high school from the state. Klein was joined by Assemblyman Mark Gjonaj and Fredrick 
Nelson, CIMS principal, in making the announcement during the school’s annual spring art 
show on Wednesday, April 15. The school will be using the funds in a variety of ways, includ-
ing tutoring and professional development services, a class trip to Yale Model UN, parent 
meetings and family nights,  a trip for the school’s band to play at Madison Square Garden, 
as well as initiatives for honor roll students. 

PROJECT BOOST FOR COLLEGIATE

On Saturday, April 11, Schuyler Hill Civic Association hosted a Comedy and Steak Night for 70 
people. Freddie Rubino entertained the crowd with his laugh out loud routine.

SHCA’S COMEDY & STEAK NIGHT

(l-r) Comedian Freddie Rubino; Bob Kurz, SHCA host; Mike Kenney, SHCA president; and An-
thony Romeo, SHCA vice president had a great time at their Comedy and Steak Night event.
 Photo courtesy of Schuyler Hill Civic Association

FIAME’s honored guests and recipients including Dr. James J. Montesano, Dr. Gerald M. Cat-
taro, Tina Meliota Cortese, Angela Ceparano, Silvia D ‘Arco-DiBello, Chris Alessandro, Julie 
Falco Porras, Linda Rufi no and Melanie Blasucci Marino. Photo by Patricio Robayo

On Friday, April 17, the Forum of Italian American Educators held its 31st annual awards din-
ner ceremony at Villa Barone Manor.  FIAME’s honorees included Dr. James J. Montesano, 
Nyack’s superintendant of schools; Dr. Gerald M. Cattaro, Fordham University’s executive 
director of the Center for Catholic School Leadership; Angela Ceparano, St. Simon Stock 
principal; Julie Falco Porras, P.S. 76 assistant principal; Melanie Blasucci Marino, C.F.N. 532 
educational administrator; Silvia D’Arco DiBello, St. Raymond’s Elementary assistant princi-
pal and Italian teacher; Tina Meliota Cortese, second grade teacher at P.S. 83; Linda Rufi no, 
J.H.S. 144 secretary; and Chris Alessandro, Morris Park Community Association treasurer.  

FIAME’S 31ST  AWARDS CEREMONY

Nora McCarthy from Mount St. Vincent 
College, shares some information with 
Karina Wilson, a Spellman sophomore, 
and her mother, Ingred McGregor. Photo by 
Silvio Pacifi cio

On Saturday, April 18, the Archdiocese 
of New York held a Catholic College Fair 
at Cardinal Spellman High School which 
featured 12 prestigious schools. Stu-
dents who attended were presented the 
opportunity to learn more about New 
York’s Catholic College options as well 
as met with current students from these 
schools.

COLLEGE FAIR

Volunteers were happy to get their hands dirty while cleaning up Pelham Parkway near 
White Plains Road on Saturday, April 18. In celebration of Earth Day and Volunteer Month, 
Assemblyman Mark Gjonaj hosted the fi rst of two park cleanups in the 80th Assembly Dis-
trict.

GJONAJ HOSTS PELHAM PARKWAY CLEANUP

(l to r) Will Madonna, Andrea Siegel, Kay Cardona, Sonny Vataj, Edith Blitzer, Dennis Wales 
and Alek Nilaj. Photo by Walter Pofeldt

Dayana Cruz and Nigel White. Photo by Walter Pofeldt
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COMPREHENSIVE CANCER CARE
IGRT RADIATION THERAPY
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Councilman James Vacca observes a chess battle. Photo courtesy of Councilman Vacca

Councilman James Vacca recently visited the Pelham Parkway-Van Nest Library, where he 
observed some intense chess matches.  

COUNCILMAN VACCA OBSERVES CHESS MATCH

On Saturday, April 18, the Bronx Puerto Rican Parade Reinado Infantil Pageant 2015 crowned 
Jade Rivera as their pageant queen and Kayla Cordero as fi rst princess and Alani Lopez as 
second princess.  On Sunday, May 31, the winners will march in the Bronx Puerto Rican Day 
Parade at the Grand Concourse. 

PUERTO RICAN PARADE HOLDS PAGEANT 2015

This year’s Queen, Jade Rivera (center), First Princess, Kayla Cordero (l) and Second Prin-
cess, Alani Lopez. 
 Photo by Miriam Quin

(l-r) Honorees Phil Sergio and Salvatore Tuaruglillo; Msgr. John Graham, St. Raymond’s 
Church pastor; honorees Omar Antiqua and Janine Lynch; and Judith Carew, school princi-
pal. Photo by Silvio Pacifi co

St. Raymond High School for Boys held it annual LaSalle Dinner fundraiser at Marina del Rey 
on Thursday, April 16.  The dinner helps raise money to assist students in paying tuition. Many 
of the students at the school come from lower economic backgrounds or single parent house-
holds, and funds like those raised at this dinner help them receive a Catholic education. 

ST. RAYMOND HS HOLDS LASALLE DINNER

Holy Rosary School hosted a Family Fun Day Carnival for families and friends on Saturday, 
April 18. The free event was sponsored by Fidelis Care and featured games and activities 
for children including a DJ, bouncy castle, face-painting and refreshments. Fidelis Care had 
representatives on hand to provide free health screenings. Parents also had the opportu-
nity to register 4-year-olds for universal pre-k.

HOLY ROSARY HOSTS FAMILY FUN DAY

Bria Harris, 9, has her face painted as her 
sister Ava Harris, 7, looks on. 
 Photo by Patricio Robayo

Kids had the opportunity to check out the 
inside of a NYFD fi retruck. 
 Photo by Patricio Robayo

Curious youngsters learn how to plant seeds. Photo by Edwin Soto

Families enjoyed the fun activities. Photo by Edwin Soto

Leake & Watts Biondi Elementary School and the national Parent-Child Home Program host-
ed an Earth Day event for pre-schoolers on Saturday, April 18. Kids learned how to plant 
seeds, in addition to participating in other fun crafts. Each child took home a gently used 
book. Representatives from the New York Public Library and the Leake & Watts Family Re-
source Center were on hand to help families apply for library cards and learn about other 
community resources, as well as giving them a chance to register for pre-k.

PLANTING SEEDS FOR THE FUTURE
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To Book Space Call 917-564-7505 | For More Information Call Henry At 917-846-4550

THE CLUBHOUSE
2200 POWELL AVE BRONX, NY 10462

OPENING DAY 
PARADE AND CARNIVAL

SATURDAY, APRIL 25th
PARADE KICKS OFF FROM CASTLE HILL AND LAFAYETTE AVE. AT 9AM

CARNIVAL FROM 1PM–6PM AT THE LITTLE LEAGUE FIELD

Meeting At 9am At Lafayette And Castle Hill Step Off At 10am
We Will Arrive At The Castle Hill Little League Field By 11am

Assemblyman Louis Speulveda is Grand Marshal. He will be accompanied 
by local politicians celebrating 58 years of srvice to the community
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Jacket
Name
4C 6 x 5.69

EFFICIENT CARE TRAINING CENTER

HOME HEALTH AIDE TRAINING
Your Future Starts NOW!

Su Futuro Empieza Ahora!

L M and Q58, Q55, B52,
B26, B54

F J E
and Q24, Q56

54-06 Myrtle Ave., 2nd Fl.
Ridgewood, NY 11385

718-307-7141

168-25 Jamaica Ave.,
Jamaica, NY 11432

718-609-1674
a division of

SECURITY GUARD TRAINING

a division of

L M and Q58, Q55, B52,
B26, B54

54-06 Myrtle Ave., 2nd Fl.
Ridgewood, NY 11385

718-307-7141

F J E
and Q24, Q56

168-25 Jamaica Ave.,
Jamaica, NY 11432

718-609-1674
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Five Places to Look for High 
School Internship Opportunities
 What’s a great way for your teen to gain valuable experience, 
explore college majors and careers, strengthen their resume and 
develop responsibility? An internship! Internships help students 
learn more about industries or fields of interest, meet professionals 
to whom they can turn as mentors in the future and most importantly, 
gain real world experience. Here are five tips on where to start as 
you and your high school student look for internship opportunities:
1. Start at the guidance counselor’s office – The high school 
guidance counselor’s office is a great place to begin the search 
for internships, as it may have a current listing of opportunities and 
programs available in the area for students. 
2. Check out organizations’ headquarters – Headquarters of 
large corporations often have summer internship programs for high 
school students. If you have relatives in a major metropolitan area 
with whom your teen could stay for a summer, consider exploring 
companies outside of your hometown. In Menlo Park, California, 
Facebook offers a summer high school internship program. In Wash-
ington, D.C., there are internship programs at organizations such 
as the Environmental Protection Agency, the National Institutes of 
Health and the Library of Congress, to name a few. In San Francisco, 
the Metropolitan Transportation Commission has a high school 
internship program for students interested in the field of transporta-
tion. 
3. Explore companies and organizations in your area. What 
companies are in your town or city? Look at their websites to see if 
they list internships. If companies that interest your teen don’t seem 
to have anything formal in place, they still might consider hiring a 
hard working student who wants to learn their business. If your teen 
is interested in a particular field or type of company, encourage him 
or her to send out cover letters and resumes to a top 10 list of orga-
nizations. Many companies respond positively to students who take 
such initiative, and even if they don’t have a posted position, they 
might create one for an eager student who takes initiative. 
4. Check out colleges. Community colleges and four-year colleges 
and universities are great places to look for internships. Stanford’s 
School of Earth Sciences has a number of different summer intern-
ship programs for high school students. Pennsylvania State Univer-
sity offers many different summer programs. The University of Texas 
Health Science Center San Antonio’s summer program exposes high 
school students interested in health careers to medical and biomedi-
cal research. Rutgers University’s New Jersey Medical School has a 
high school intern research exposure program. Explore the colleges 
in your state for programs for high school students. 
5. Look for volunteer opportunities. If your teen strikes out in his 
or her search for internships, an alternate route could be to volunteer. 
Many organizations that don’t have the budget to pay interns might 
still be willing to take on an unpaid intern or volunteer for a few hours 
a week. A company may have your teen start out shadowing some of 
its employees, but the exposure to the industry and individuals’ roles 
within it will be valuable no matter what. 
With college admissions becoming more competitive, internships 
can help high school students set themselves apart from their peers. 
Not only that, students can try out careers of interest, gain great ex-
perience and increase their professionalism. With some effort, your 
teen can find a great internship that will build their resume and help 
him or her gain new skills. 

About Huntington Learning Center 
Huntington is the tutoring and test prep leader. Its certified tutors 
provide individualized instruction in reading, phonics, writing, study 
skills, elementary and middle school math, Algebra through Calculus, 
Chemistry, and other sciences. It preps for the SAT and ACT, as well 
as state and standardized exams. Huntington programs develop the 
skills, confidence, and motivation to help students succeed and meet 
the needs of Common Core State Standards. Founded in 1977, 
Huntington’s mission is to give every student the best education pos-
sible.
Learn how Huntington can help at www.huntingtonhelps.com 
For franchise opportunities please visit 
www.huntingtonfranchise.com.

920 Allerton Avenue 
Bronx, NY 10469 
(718) 654-0500 
FarengaBrosFuneralHome.com 

GEORGE’S RESTAURANT
Corner of Westchester Avenue & Crosby Avenue

SERVING THE FINEST FOOD FOR OVER 48 YEARS
NOW SERVING WHOLE WHEAT PASTA

WE NOW DELIVER TO PELHAM BAY,
THROGS NECK & COUNTRY CLUB!

$10 Minimum For Delivery - Delivery Hours 11am-9pm

LET US CATER YOUR NEXT EVENT - CURBSIDE PICK-UP!

SAUTE´ AND
PASTA DISHES
COME AND ENJOY OUR 

NEW SAUTE MENU!
SERVED

MONDAY - SATURDAY
FROM 4PM-9PM

EARLY BIRD

DINNER
SPECIALS

$9.95

SUNDAY - THURSDAY
3pm - 6pm

YOUR NEXT DELIVERY OF 

$20 OR MORE

$300
OFF

GEORGE’S SPECIAL

Must Mention Coupon Offer While Ordering 
To Receive Discount And Present Upon Food 
Receipt. Not To Be Combined With Any Other 
Offer. Exp. 04/30/15
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JOIN US FOR  
HEALTHY KIDS DAY 
Saturday, April 25 
10:00 a.m. – 2:00 p.m. 
Bronx YMCA 
 
A special day of fun activities  
meant to help build on the  
incredible potential inside  
each and every child.

• Bird Migration Month At Bronx Zoo...........................57

• Outside The Bachx At Hostos....................................57

• Do You Remember - Jane Hill....................................58

Upcoming Wave Hill highlights and events
Upcoming Wave Hill events 

include teh following:
Fri, May 1; Sun, May 2: 

Night Lights At Wave Hill: 
Wave Hill’s 50th anniversary 
festivities reach a crescendo 
this spring with Night Lights 
at Wave Hill, a month-long cel-
ebration, when, for the fi rst 
time in Wave Hill’s history, 
visitors will be invited to at-
tend in the evening to enjoy 
the garden landscape at a time 
of day and during a season 
when it is normally closed to 
the public. Take in The Light-
ening: a Project for Wave 
Hill’s Aquatic Garden, an im-
mersive installation by ac-
claimed artist by Chris Doyle, 
with music by composer Jer-
emy Turner, recorded by the 
Brooklyn Youth Chorus. Stop 
by Glyndor Gallery to see 
Chris Doyle: Landscape Fic-
tions. Visit The Shop, The 

Café and the Marco Polo Stu-
fano Conservatory, and enjoy 
informal piano performances 
in Wave Hill House. 

Sat, May 2: Tai Chi Chuan: 
In this beginner-level class, Ir-
ving Yee, a member of the Wil-
liam CC Chen Tai Chi School, 
introduces students to the in-

ternal martial arts and pro-
motes an awareness of its ben-
efi ts. 

Sat, May 2; Sun, May 3: 
Family Art Project: Ephem-
eral Creatures In Clay: Join 
visiting artist Roxanne Jack-
son as she shows you how to 
use wash-away, air-dry clay 

to sculpt mythological crea-
tures. 

Sat, May 2: Neighborhood 
History Walk: Join historian 
and Wave Hill Garden Guide 
Deirdre Laporte on a walk 
through the neighborhood to 
visit signifi cant homes and 
landscapes and learn about 
their historical connections to 
Wave Hill. 

Sat, May 2: Gallery Tour: 
Join a curatorial fellow for an 
exhibition tour designed to 
draw visitors into a lively dis-
cussion about the relationship 
between art and nature. 

Sun, May 3: Members Trip: 
Birding At The Rockefeller 
State Park Preserve: Join 
naturalist Gabriel Willow for 
a morning of bird watching 
through the trails of this sce-
nic park. 

Sun, May 3: Reen-Roof Bird-
house Woodworking Work-

shop: Master carpenter and 
Director of Facilities Frank 
Perrone and Assistant Direc-
tor of Public Programs Laurel 
Rimmer provide instruction 
and inspiration in this hands-
on workshop. 

Sun, May 3: Hatha Yoga: 
Classes are led by Yoga for 
Bliss director Neem Dewji and 
other certifi ed instructors. 

Sun, May 3: Meditation:  
Led by Yoga for Bliss director 
Neem Dewji and other quali-
fi ed instructors, includes in-
struction.

Sun, May 3: Meet The Art-
ist: Kiran Chandra

Sun, May 3    Garden High-
lights Walk Join in for an 
hour-long tour of seasonal 
garden highlights. 

Wave Hill is located at 675 
West 252nd Street . For fur-
ther information call 718) 549-
3200 ext. 232.

Tai Chi at Wave Hill.                                                Photo courtesy of Joshua Bright
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The Wildlife Conservation Soci-

ety’s Bronx Zoo is celebrating Bird 
Migration Month! Bring your family 
and friends May 9 for the second an-
nual Bronx Zoo Birdathon, a celebra-
tion of migrating birds. 

The event will take place starting 
at 7 a.m. at the Bronx River gate.

Join experienced birders on nature 
walks as you identify Neotropical mi-
grants in the sky. Discover how we 
protect birds worldwide while you in-
teract with the birds from the exhibits! 
Identify as many birds as you can for 
the opportunity to win special binocu-
lars and other prizes, compliments of 
Vanguard.

To sign up, go to http://bronxzoo.
com/events/8

 The bird celebration continues af-
ter the event and on weekends from 
May 9 – May 24 at the Bronx Zoo. 
Watch as red-shouldered hawks, rose-
breasted cockatoos, Amazon parrots, 
and more soar overhead on the historic 
Astor Court during the Birds in Flight 
show, presented by JetBlue Airways. 
After the show, you’ll have a chance to 
meet these fearless fl yers face-to-face, 
and learn more about their training, 
habits, and personalities.

Chat with zookeepers at the World 
of Birds exhibit and fl y over to the 
Dancing Crane Plaza to make your 
own birdfeeder to help wildlife in your 
own backyard.

* * *

After more than seven years in de-
velopment, Full Circle Productions, 
one of New York’s leading Hip-hop 
dance companies, gives the New York 
premiere of “Outside the Bachx” on 
Friday, May 1, 7:30 p.m., in the Reper-
tory Theater at the Hostos Center for 

the Arts and Culture. 
 Combining Hip-hop dance and spo-

ken word, along with ballet and the 
music of J.S. Bach and other classical 
composers, the work was written and 
choreographed by Full Circle founders 
Gabriel “Kwikstep” Dionisio and Ana 
“Rokafella” Garcia and co-commis-
sioned by the Kennedy Center, where 
it was given its world premiere in Feb-
ruary. The New York debut of “Outside 
the Bachx” is part of the CUNY Dance 
Initiative, a new residency program 
providing rehearsal space and support 
for performances to 26 New York City 
choreographers and dance companies 
at 11 City University of New York cam-
puses.  

 In addition to Dionisio and Garcia, 
the cast for “Outside of the Bachx” in-
cludes Cristina Altamura, who has 
appeared as soloist with the Bucha-
rest Philharmonic, as Guest Concert 
Pianist; the Boston-based street artist 
Gene Shinozaki as Guest Beatboxer;  
Gabriel “Emphasis” Alvarez as B-boy; 
Odylle “B-girl Matis” Beder as Balle-
rina, B-girl, and Actress; John Gutier-
rez as Dancer, Actor, and Project As-
sistant; Angela “Angyil” McNeal as 
Ballerina and Experimental Styles/
Popper; and John “Flonetik” Vinuya 

as B-boy and Actor. Tickets for “Out-
side the Bachx” are $15 ($7 for students 
and under 18) and can be purchased by 
phone by calling (718) 518-4455, online 
at www.hostoscenter.org , and through 
the Hostos Center Box Offi ce, 450 
Grand Concourse, in the Bronx, Mon-
day through Friday, from 1 to 4 p.m., 
and two hours prior to performance.

* * *

Celebrate the running of the roses 
at Bartow-Pell Mansion Museum’s 
annual Kentucky Derby fundraiser 
on Saturday, May 2, from 5:00 to 7:30 
p.m. Guests will be transported to 
Churchill Downs while supporting 
the museum in style as they sip mint 
juleps, don fancy hats, and enjoy old-
time Dixieland jazz in Pelham Bay 
Park in the Bronx. At post time, the 
141st running of the Kentucky Derby 
will be screened in the mansion’s glori-
ous Greek Revival double parlors. Par-
tygoers will relish spending a spring 
evening viewing the mansion and the 
restored formal garden while showing 
off their Derby fi nest.

 In addition to elegant architecture 
and the beautiful natural setting, this 
year’s attendees will also enjoy a con-
temporary art installation by artist 
MJ Levy Dickson in the 1916 formal 
garden fountain pool. Like Sea Glass: 
A Hand Full of Light—Refl ection is 
presented in partnership with the His-
toric House Trust of New York City’s 
Contemporary Art Partnerships. Col-
orful tumbled and molded glass will 
fi ll the pool and the illuminated instal-
lation will respond to the environment 
in which it is placed. The glass, like 
water, will refl ect the shapes and col-
ors of clouds, sky, and treetops, mak-
ing the evening’s festivities all the 
more magical.

 As in years past, guests will fi nd 
compelling items to bid on in the live 
auction to support the museum, in-
cluding a fi reworks cocktail party 
and a museum initiative to restore the 
fountain. In addition, prizes will be 
handed out for the two most original 
and elegant hats.

 Festivities at the mansion will be 
followed by six dinners taking place in 
Pelham, Mt. Vernon, and City Island 
beginning at 7:30 p.m. 

This year’s dinner hosts are Ja-
net and Ed Cavanaugh; Elizabeth 
and Gavin Leckie; Michelle and Jim 
O’Connor with Paula and Tom Can-
ning; Ann Marie and Steve Pitkin; 
Mary and Steve Quintin; and Bill 
Rainford and Paul Klein.

 Tickets for cocktails only are $80 
per person; cocktails and dinner tick-
ets are $125; cocktails, dinner, and rec-
ognition in the event program are $200 
and $275.  Dinner host selection is fi rst 
come, fi rst served. Tickets must be 
purchased in advance online at www.
bpmm.org. All are welcome.

* * *

Andrew Freedman Artist-in-

Residence Michele Brody invites you 
for a very special Tea Tasting paired 

with poetry, music and a uniquely 
Bronx inspired menu. Tea consultant 
Jo Johnson and Bronx chef/musi-
cian Justin Hicks will be serving an 
eclectic pairing of SerendipiTea teas 
with exciting new dishes inspired by 
the cultural heritage of The Bronx 
through the ages. Poet Gary Glazner 
will help lead participants in writing 
group and individual poems on repur-
posed tea bags focusing on our experi-
ences of the Bronx and the day’s menu. 
All set to the backdrop of over 900 other 
Tea stories from around the world and 
a soundscape DJ’d by SpazeCraft One 
within the sumptuous environment 
of The Andrew Freedman Home’s his-
toric wood paneled library.

 A “CommuniTea” is a multi-dis-
ciplinary art happening revolving 
around the drinking and sharing of 
tea in a local community within a 
mobile teahouse setting. The “Com-
muniTea” is part of an ongoing inter-
active community-based art project 
titled “Refl ections in Tea.” The ritual 
performance of preparing loose-leaf 
tea is shared with groups and individ-
uals, after which participants’ stories 
are preserved as they are transcribed 
onto repurposed tea stained paper fi l-
ters. 

The artistic goal behind “Refl ec-
tions in Tea” is to exhibit the mark-
ings imprinted by the tea, and how the 

text and stains together create an aes-
thetic object capturing the essence of 
an ephemeral experience. 

 This event is made possible with 
public funds from the Bronx Coun-
cil on the Arts through the New York 
State Council on the Arts, The Andrew 
Freedman Home and SerendipiTea. It 
is part of a series of CommuniTeas 
where two more will be scheduled dur-
ing August for the Bronx Museum’s 
Boogie Down the Boulevard and Sep-
tember with a dance performance by 
Simone Coonrod of Swinging with Si-
mone. 

For more information go to www.
michelebrody.com..

 RSVP required by May 26, seating 
is limited with a $5 suggested dona-
tion.

The event will be translated into 
Spanish.

* * *

The City Island Library, 320 City Is-
land Avenue, will hold a Book Swap on 
Thursday, May 7, from 1 to 2 p.m.

Want to recommend a favorite ti-
tle? Want to fi nd something good to 
read? Stop by the library and hear 
what other are reading and share your 
thoughts on your top book picks.

All public library programs are 
free of charge. 

For further information call the li-
brary at (718) 885-1703.

Bird Migration Month at Bronx Zoo

Students in the Villa Maria Academy Drama Club will be presenting the classic, Pulitzer 
Prize-winning Rodgers and Hammerstein musical, “OKLAHOMA!”, on May 8 and 9 at 8 
p.m.  in the school’s Visitation Center. Tickets are $12 and can be purchased in advance 
and also at the door on the night of the performance. Seating is reserved; the sooner 
you order tickets, the better your seats will be.  Over the years, the Drama Club has 
performed many outstanding, full-scale Broadway shows such as “Greese”, “Oliver”, 
“Hairspray”, and many others. Villa Maria Academy is lovated at 3335 Country Club 
Road. For ticket information, contact Ro Haney at (718) 792-1751.

BROADWAY COMES TO VILLA MARIA ACADEMY
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Summer Recreational Program
(on the campus of Preston High School)
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SEVEN WEEK RECREATIONAL PROGRAM
9:00am - 3:00pm

Extended Day 8:00am - 6:00pm
(718) 892-8977

www.prestoncenterofcompassion.org
f b k /
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Courtesy of Schuyler Hill Funeral Home

Featuring

*

Jane Hill and Edgewater Park’s Fat Runway
I recently gave a brief talk 

about Bronx swimmers and in-
cluded the relatively unknown 
Jane Hill of Edgewater Park. 
She was the woman who taught 
my cousins, brothers and me 
how to swim at the dock known 
as the “Fat Runway.” It was 
known by that name because it 
was twice the width of the adja-
cent jetty to its east which was 
appropriately referred to as the 
“Skinny Runway.”

My family moved out of 
Edgewater when I was in my 
teens and in the ensuing years, 
my visits to the waterfront of 
my youth became less and less 
frequent. I will always remem-
ber it, however, with very fond 
memories that I wouldn’t trade 
for anything. It was a summer-
time paradise where bare feet 
were the norm and a bathing 
suit was all the garb you needed 
for most of the day.

Life in Edgewater revolved 
around the tides and young-
sters learned how to swim 
shortly after they learned how 
to walk. It was not an option, 
but a necessity in a coastal com-
munity. I grew up in the 1940s 
and 50s when very few women 
worked. It was not unusual, 

therefore, to have one or more 
mothers down at the beach act-
ing as unoffi cial lifeguards. 

My mother often fi lled that 
position and I have fond mem-
ories of her reinforcing the 
swimming skills taught to me 
by Jane Hill. She would face me 
and then backstroke, always 
staying just a couple of strokes 
ahead but ready to help me if I 
faltered. When the lesson was 
over, she turned around chang-
ing to a breaststroke and I’d 
hold onto her shoulders as she 
towed me to shore. She then re-
turned to her post on the beach 
keeping alert for any children 
in danger. 

There always seemed to be 
one or more mothers on the 
beach watching for danger or 
bullying. The latter was not tol-
erated. Jane Hill was generally 
posted on the “Fat Runway,” it-
self and her husband Charlie 
was also there teaching us how 
to fi sh and crab. He taught us 
the effective use of a crab net 

and how to spot a double-jointed 
blue claw by its coloring. Jane 
and Charlie didn’t have any 
children so they adopted all the 
neighborhood kids teaching us 
how to swim, fi sh, crab, clam 
and dig for worms. They taught 
us well. 

Occasionally they’d call for 
a beach cleanup and we’d all 
come with a rake and pull out 
seaweed, glass (no plastic bot-
tlers yet) and debris from the 
shoreline. When the work was 
done, we’d be sent clamming. 
We had to feel around with our 
toes for the cherrystones while 
others used pitchforks to dig 
up the chowder clams. Others 
scoured the old permanently 
moored barge and jetties for 
blue claws. The entire catch 
was handed over to Jane who 
brought out her pot of huge pro-
portions which she readied to 
cook up a seafood feast for all 
who came by.

I met a fellow Edgewaterite 
from that era recently and in-

quired about Jane. I was told 
that she went a little daft in her 
old age and chased people away 
yelling at them. I wonder if 
those people knew or were told 
about all the many good deeds 
she performed. I then regretted 
not going back to Edgewater to 
thank her for teaching me how 
to swim among other things.

Sometimes we just take peo-

ple for granted and have to live 
with regrets. This is my public 
thank you to Jane and Charlie 
Hill for their many kindnesses 
to the children from D Section. 
I’m sure her eternal reward 
will be great but I couldn’t help 
putting in my two cents. Thank 
you, Jane and Charlie, wher-
ever you are. 

View of the Fat Runway from East-
chester Bay looking south toward 
Edgewater Park’s “D” Section circa 
1955.  

The Fat Runway in Edgewater 
Park’s “D” Section circa 1950 look-
ing south from Eastchester Bay. 

REPRINTED FROM 4/26/2012
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A place where strangers are not strangers ... But friends who have yet to meet!

Home of Good Food & Strong Drinks

Throggs Neck Clipper

DAILY

LUNCH & DINNER 

SPECIALS FAXED 

ON REQUEST

FREE
WI-FI

NOW BOOKING HOLIDAY PARTIES - CATERING TO GROUPS 20-70

Special Packages Available - Call Eileen 718-829-0005
Open 7 Days 11 AM – 4 PM AM Til 3 PM PM

PM PM

AM Til 4 PM

Graduations

Communions

Confi rmations

Luncheons

Birthdays

Reunions

Captain’s Cabin

14oz CUT OF BLACK 
ANGUS PRIME RIB

SOUP OR SALAD, PRIME RIB POTATO, VEGETABLES & DESSERT

$1995

PRIME RIB TUESDAYS

EARLY BIRD DINNERSUNDAY BRUNCH FRIDAY NIGHTS

DJ
SHANE

at

10
PM

$1295

Saturday, May 2nd @ 9pm
BACK BY POPULAR DEMAND

Legends of 
Vegas
with Bobby Flowers, Anthony Farino & Vittorio

HAPPY 
21st 
P.J.T!
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Saint Barnabas High School stu-
dent ambassadors have taken a strong 
lead in the efforts to recruit perspec-
tive students and their families. At 
SBHS being a student ambassador 
means so much more than being part 
of a club. Each ambassador is an offi -
cial representative of the school, who 
possesses good knowledge of the work-
ings of SBHS, including information 
on academic programs, sports, ac-
tivities and clubs. The Saint Barna-
bas High School student ambassadors 
truly represent the best of Barnabas. 

Organized by Freshman Guid-
ance Counselor and Director of Re-
cruitment, Christina Washburn, the 
Student Ambassador Club has grown 
within the last few years due to the 

SBHS Student Ambassadors 
Take a Lead in Recruitment

increasing amount of recruitment 
events. This year, seniors Zahra Na-
roor and Arielys Valerio, accepted 
the responsibility of being the Presi-
dent and Vice-President to help with 
the daily duties and needs of the club. 
“The ambassadors are the heart and 
soul of the school. They are the face of 
Barnabas. When we recruit, perspec-
tive students prefer speaking to other 
students who were once in their shoes. 
SBHS ambassadors understand what 
these students are going through and 
have dealt with the stresses of choos-
ing the right school.” Says Washburn. 

Valerio stated, “Being a Student 
Ambassador at Saint Barnabas High 
School has helped me develop my con-
fi dence and strong public speaking 

skills. These skills will help me in 
college as well as in any career I may 
pursue in life. Additionally, being the 
Vice-President has helped me to de-
velop leadership skills.” The SBHS 
ambassadors are committed to their 
duties and work diligently at making 

sure Saint Barnabas is portrayed in 
the fi nest way. They actively attend 
all recruiting events and seek out per-
spective students so that the Barnabas 
pride can be passed on to a new wave 
of students. 

The 2014-2015 Saint Barnabas High School Student Ambassador Club. (The following stu-
dents were not available for the photo: Caitlin Thompson-Gr. 11, Mya Augustin-Gr. 11, Liane 
Sousa-Gr. 11, Erysa Gayle-Gr. 11, Sobrel Okpo-Gr. 12 andCailing Courtney-Gr. 11.) 

(L-r) Gianna Dell’Olio, director of Advancement; Jane Grendell, principal; Rosin  Mandile, 
Alumnae Service Award 2015 recipient; Sr. Mary Carmella, RDC, director of Alumnae Emerita 
(seated).

Preston High School welcomed al-
most 100 alumnae home for a day fi lled 
with reminiscing, laughter, good food 
and great people! The reunion cele-
bration began with tours and break-
fast at the school.  A special Mass was 
celebrated by PHS Board of Trustees 
member, Fr.Thomas Collins, president 
of Stepinac High School.   After the 
liturgy the alumnae gathered at the 
American Turner Club’s Waterfront 
Restaurant for a sumptuous lunch and 
lots of reminiscing, friendship and 
laughter. 

Alumnae were presented with 
special pins and formally greeted by 
Principal Jane Grendell, director of 
Advancement Gianna Dell’Olio, and 
director of Alumnae Emerita Sr. M. 
Carmella Stapleton, RDC.  While each 
of the classes ending in ‘0’s and 5’s 
were announced,   special recognition 
was given to the Class of ’55, celebrat-

ing their 60th anniversary; the Class 
of ’60, celebrating their 55th Anniver-
sary and  to the Class of ’65, celebrat-
ing their 50th anniversary.   

Preston also presented the annual 
Alumnae Service Awards to two very 
special PHS graduates. The Alumnae 
Service Awards are given to alumnae 
to acknowledge Preston’s gratitude to 
those whose loyalty has been a notable 
gift and a source of encouragement to 
the school community.  This year the 
award was given to Sr. Mary Charlotte 
Brennan, RDC (in absentia) and to Ro-
sina Veltri Mandile.  Mrs. Mandile 
is not only an alumna, she is also an 
alumna parent (to daughter Theresa 
‘13) and a very active volunteer and 
supporter of all things maroon and 
white.  The celebration concluded with 
dessert,    class photos and lots of laughs 
and conversations.  Congratulations 
again to all returning alumnae!   

Preston High School holds annual reunion

With National Volunteer Week 
here, April 12 to 18, the WCS’s (Wild-
life Conservation Society) Bronx 
Zoo, Central Park Zoo, Prospect 
Park Zoo, and New York Aquarium 
are now accepting applications for 
the teen Discovery Guide program.

 Discovery Guides are volunteers 
who are important to the day-to-day 
operation of the zoos and aquarium. 
They work within the facilities’ ed-

Teen Discovery Guide Program at Bronx Zoo
ucation department to interpret ex-
hibits, interact with visitors, and 
assist with public events and activi-
ties.

 Discovery Guides will be trained 
in public speaking and teaching 
methods to educate zoo and aquar-
ium visitors about the biology and 
behavior of the wildlife on exhibit. 
While serving their community, 
teens in the program will also gain 

experience in filling out job applica-
tions and interviewing, developing a 
strong work ethic, public presenta-
tion skills, time management, work-
ing in teams, and leadership skills, 
all of which are vital to academic 
and professional success.

 Students can also receive commu-
nity service credit for their work.

 Applications for the Discovery 
Guide program will be accepted un-

til Thursday, April 30. 
Candidates must be available for 

all training sessions taking place 
in June and July. More information 
can be found on each facilities web 
site.

 Volunteer shifts are available ev-
ery day of the week. 

Those interested in applying 
should visit www.wcs.org/volun-
teer.  
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Commitment
Dedication
Excellence

omen25Influential
Bronx

2015

These special words are reserved for those individuals who have 
devoted their own life to improve the lives of others. This year 
the Bronx Times, through a series of in-depth profi les, salutes 25 
Infl uential Bronx Women. Each woman’s unique accomplishments 
will be highlighted in a keepsake publication on May 29, 2015.

Dr. Anita Vazquez Batisti
Fordham University’s Graduate

School of Education

Denise Pagan
Alianza Puertorriquena

Debra Ann Jaffee
St. Clare’s Senior Center

Rev. Carmen Hernandez
Stratford Community Services, Inc.

NYC LGBTQS Chamber of Commerce

Michelle Centeno
National Conference of Puerto Rican Women NY Chapter

Loretta Zaino
Primavera Program

Rev. Que English
Bronx Christian FellowshipNYC Clergy Roundtable

Maribel Gonzalez
South of France Restaurant Owner

Nilka Martell
G.I.V.E./Friends of Starlight Park

Barbara Robles-Gonzalez
Offi ce of Bronx District Attorney

Nancy Biberman
WHEDco

Elizabeth Gill
47th Precinct Community Coucil

Dr. Lisa Anne Rizopoulos
Manhattan College

Cynthia Jones
Hostos Community College

Naomi Pouchie
Author

Dr. Deborah Dolan Hunt
College of New Rochelle

Wilma Tamayo
Fordham Law School

Hon. Llinet Rosado
Bronx Family Court

Rhina Valentin
BronxNet

Judy Hutson
222nd Street Block Association

Hon. Fiordaliza A. Rodriguez
Bronx Family Court

Susan O’Hanlon Mendogni
Fancy Feet Dance Studios

Dr. Yvette Calderon
North Central Bronx Hospital

Bharati S. Kemraj
Offi ce of Bronx Borough President

Dr. Eva Yan
Metro Optics

Please join us in recognizing the
25 Bronx Infl uential Women of 2015!

Call Laura Guerriero at 718-260-4593 for Rates
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Elizabeth Rivera, a Bronx woman 
in her mid-60s, suffered from chronic 
insomnia for years.  Most nights she 
tossed and turned, unable to sleep for 
more than three or four hours.  As a 
result, she suffered the symptoms of 
sleep deprivation:  little energy, con-
stant fatigue, irritability, poor concen-
tration.

She had tried virtually everything 
without success: Ambien, melatonin, 
antidepressants, cognitive behavioral 
therapy, a CPAP mask and over-the-
counter sleep aids.  She was at her 
wit’s end when she was referred to the 
St. Barnabas Hospital Center for Sleep 
Medicine to see if there was anything 
left for her to try.

Dr. Daniel Erichsen, director of 
the center, chose to treat her with Cra-
nial Electrotherapy Stimulation (or 
CES), a non-invasive device that was 
fi rst cleared for treatment of anxiety, 
depression and insomnia in 1979, but 
is rarely found at sleep centers today.  
(Elizabeth does not suffer from anxi-
ety or depression.)

“In fact, we may be the only sleep 
center in the country offering CES to-
day,” said Dr. Erichsen.  “In my opin-
ion, it’s something she should have 
tried before taking medication and 

Treatment for insomnia
psychotherapy, both of which are lim-
ited in terms of effectiveness, side ef-
fects, costs or time required. Studies 
conducted on CES, meanwhile, are 
very conclusive of the benefi ts.”

Although the reasons for Eliza-
beth’s insomnia are not clear, Dr. Er-
ichsen believes it was due to a combi-
nation of factors:  some pain issues, a 
mild case of obstructive sleep apnea, 
and a history of taking high dose Am-
bien.

Elizabeth used the device for about 
two weeks in her home.  About the size 
of a cell phone, the device works by 
sending a pulsed, weak electrical cur-
rent to the brain via electrodes placed 
on the ear lobes or temple. 

The results were immediate.  Eliz-
abeth is now sleeping seven hours a 
night.  She reports having far more en-
ergy and a much better quality of life.

“CES is noninvasive and less expen-
sive and can be used safely and conve-
nient by patients in their home,” said 
Dr. Erichsen.  “Historically, CES has 
been used as a last resort when medi-
cations and other interventions failed 
or were not well tolerated.  Now, with 
an increase in the evidence for posi-
tive outcomes, it should be recognized 
as a fi rst-line treatment.”

New York City First Lady Chirlane 
McCray, accompanied by Hillary Rod-
ham Clinton, made a big media splash 
earlier this month by announcing the 
“Talk to Your Baby, Their Brain De-
pends on It” initiative. 

 The campaign includes a part-
nership with a publisher to distrib-
ute baby book bundles to hundreds of 
thousands of new NYC parents.

 So, how important is it for parents 
to talk to their babies?

 “Extremely important, which is 
why we encourage the parents of our 
patients to talk to, sing to and read to 
their children beginning from birth,” 
said Dr. Karen Sawitz, pediatric site 
director at Union Community Health 
Center’s 260 East 188th location in the 
Bronx.  “Studies have found that by 
the age of four, children in middle and 
upper income families hear 30 million 

New citywide ‘Talk To Your Baby’ Campaign
more words than children who grow 
up in lower income families.  This puts 
children who grow up in lower income 
families at a decided disadvantage 
from a very young age.”

 This was the motivation behind 
UCHC’s long-time involvement in the 
Reach Out and Read program, which is 
an evidence-based nonprofi t organiza-
tion of medical providers who promote 
early literacy and school readiness in 
pediatric exam rooms by integrating 
children’s books and advice to parents 
about the importance of reading aloud 
into well-child visits

 “We care for a population whose 
children may not have the same ac-
cess to books that a middle class fam-
ily might have.  Kids who are poor are 
less likely to be exposed to books and, 
as a result, have a higher percentage 
of school failures,” said Dr. Sawitz.  

“Studies show that kids actually come 
into kindergarten with a better vo-
cabulary and do better on assessment 
tests when they read.  Reading also 
provides a bonding exercise between 
parent and child at bedtime.”

 At UCHC, books are given to chil-
dren ages six months to fi ve years every 
time they came in for a well-child visit. 

 “Kids come in now asking for 
books all the time,” said Dr. Sawitz.  
“Parents always tell me that when 
their children get a book they walk 
around with them and want their par-
ents or older siblings to read it to them.  
They defi nitely cherish the book.  And, 
for those who are scared of the doctor, 
it removes much of the stress. Parents 
appreciate it because it shows we’re 
more than only interested in the medi-
cal aspect of the visit.”

 Books are offered at UCHC in Span-
ish as well as English.  Occasionally, 
athletes from Fordham University can 
be seen sitting with the children and 
reading to them.  

“The ‘Talk to Your Baby’ campaign 
can make a big difference in both pro-
moting the importance of talking and 
reading to your baby, regardless of 
the language your speak, particularly 
when it comes to the families we see,” 
said Dr. Sawitz. 

 In discussing early literacy with 
parents, Dr. Sawitz said that she and 
her colleagues put reading together 
with other language modeling activi-

ties that include conversation (telling 
parents not to feel silly talking to their 
baby as though they can understand 
them, because that’s how eventually 
they will), naming objects and narrat-
ing everyday activities like feeding, 
dressing and bathing.

 “I also tell parents (many of whom 
are foreign born) not to worry if they 
don’t have the reading skills to read 
exactly what’s written in a book,” she 
said. “Especially in the early years it’s 
more important to turn the pages and 
look at the pictures together and talk 
about them while telling the story, ask-
ing ‘what happens next?’ with the child 
taking a more and more active role as 
their language skills progress.”

 An estimated 80,000 book bundles 
each year will be distributed by the 
campaign through Read Out and Read 
and NYC Administration for Child 
Service EarlyLearn sites.   Advertise-
ments are running in April and May 
in New York City subways and pub-
lic service announcements are airing 
this month on Taxi TV. 

 Union Community Health Cen-
ter is a non-profi t Federally Qualifi ed 
Health Center Look-Alike that pro-
vides approximately 150,000 medical, 
dental and physical rehabilitation vis-
its each year to approximately 27,000 
individual patients at its four locations 
in the Bronx. To learn more about 
Union Community Health Center, visit 
www.uchcbronx.org.

Healthcare is an energy-inten-
sive industry, making hospitals 
and other healthcare organiza-
tions among the largest energy 
consumers in the country, accord-
ing to the Environmental Protec-
tion Agency’s Energy Star pro-
gram. The increasing concern 
over environmental issues and 
energy costs has intensifi ed the 
need for hospitals to become more 
involved with protecting the envi-
ronment. Montefi ore Health Sys-
tem has long been recognized for 
its energy-effi cient and environ-
mentally friendly methods and 
will share best practices with com-
munity members, patients and 
associates as it celebrates Earth 
Week from April 20 to 24.

Montefi ore has been a leader 
in sustainability for nearly two 
decades, and continues to pro-
mote and generate sustainability 
changes. Montefi ore was the fi rst 
hospital in New York City to in-
stall a cogeneration system and 
the fi rst integrated healthcare de-
livery network to launch a system 
wide sharps recycling program.

More recent Montefi ore initia-
tives include the installation of a 
food biodigester at Montefi ore New 
Rochelle that has prevented 40 tons 
of organic food waste from being 
landfi lled in just four months; adop-
tion of a medical device reprocess-
ing program that prevented eight 
tons of single use medical devices 
from entering a landfi ll in 2014; and 
a new transportation service that 
helps create carpool options for as-
sociates. Montefi ore, which in 2009 
enrolled in former Mayor Michael 
Bloomberg’s PlaNYC initiative to 

Montefi ore to host Earth Week 
activities and presentations

reduce its carbon footprint 30 per-
cent by 2018, recently announced 
that it has increased its commitment 
with a plan to reach a 50 percent re-
duction by 2025.

Earth Week events at Mon-
tefi ore’s campuses in the Bronx and 
Westchester County are designed to 
raise awareness about ways every-
one can be more environmentally 
responsible. Associates will learn 
more about the sustainable prac-
tices used at Montefi ore’s various 
locations, while community mem-
bers hear from experts on how to 
make their own homes greener. 
The days and locations of the events 
are:

• Monday, April 20 – Indoor 
Earth Week event at Montefi ore 
Mount Vernon.

• Tuesday, April 21 – Earth Week 
event to be held at Montefi ore New 
Rochelle.

• Wednesday, April 22 – Earth 
Day Expo at Montefi ore’s Moses 
Campus’ East Garden.

• Thursday, April 23 – Mon-
tefi ore’s Weiler Campus to host 
Earth Week event.

• Friday, April 24 – Last day of 
Earth Week held in the atrium at 
the Wakefi eld Campus.

Montefi ore’s Annual Earth Day 
Expo on April 22 will feature speak-
ers from Cree, GE, Philips, Ameri-
can Standard, Grainger and mem-
bers of the Engineering Department 
who will share information about 
products and practices that are en-
vironmentally safe and cost effec-
tive. For more information about 
event locations or Montefi ore’s en-
ergy and sustainability programs, 
visit www.montefi ore.org.
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101 CITY ISLAND AVENUE | BRONX, NY 10464 | TELEPHONE: 347-680-3865 | EMAIL: SCAVELLOP@AOL.COM

6th Annual Role Model
Recognition Honors

Tuesday, June 30, 2015 - 6pm to 10pm

Per Person

R.S.V.P. by June 12, 2015
(718) 260-4595

              Of This Year’s Honorees

Loretta Zaino

Rev. Que English

Nilka Martell

Nancy Biberman

Naomi Pouchie

Wilma Tamayo

Hon. Llinet Rosado

Rhina Valentin

Judy Hutson

Susan O’Hanlon Mendogni

Bharati S. Kemraj

25
2013

INFLUENTIAL
BRONX
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Minimum charges apply. Not valid in combination with other coupons or offers. Valid at participating locations only. 
Not applicable to installed carpet or area rugs cleaned in-home. Priced by square foot. As applicable, discount applies to 

the smallest area rug of equal or lesser size. Certain restrictions may apply. Call for details.

AREA RUG FACILITY CLEANING SPECIAL

asthma & allergy friendly™ �������	��
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Cleaning Completed By 5/31/15
Promo Code: NYRUG

Residential only. Cannot be used for water restoration services. Must present promo code at time of service. Only Stanley Steemer 
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Applies only to off-site cleaning process. Must present promo code at time of service. Valid at participating locations only.

Stanley Steemer’s® deep clean-
ing process effectively removes 
dust, pollen, pet dander and other 
microscopic pollutants that collect 
in your carpet, making your home 
cleaner and healthier. In fact, Stan-
ley Steemer is the first carpet clean-
ing company to be certified asthma 
& allergy friendly™ by the Asthma 
and Allergy Foundation of America. 
Stanley Steemer removes an average 
of 94% of common household aller-
gens from the carpet we clean. Eight 
out of ten people in the United States 
are exposed to home dust mite aller-
gens, and six out of ten are exposed 
to cat or dog dander. 

An effective way to start control-
ling indoor asthma and allergies is 
to have your carpets professionally 
steam cleaned by Stanley Steemer. 
In fact, the Allergy and Asthma 
Foundation of America’s asthma & 
allergy friendly™ Certification Stan-
dard for Professional Carpet Steam 
Cleaning recommends you get a Cer-
tified Professional Steam cleaning 
every 3-4 months, along with vacu-
uming 2-3 times a week with a certi-

fied vacuum cleaner.
AAFA is the oldest and largest 

asthma and allergy patient group in 
the world and is the leading advo-
cacy organization dedicated to those 
with asthma and allergies. In 2006, 
the asthma & allergy friendly™ Cer-
tification Program was developed 
by AAFA and leading medical ex-
perts. All certified asthma & allergy 
friendly™ products and services must 
undergo extensive scientific testing 
in independent accredited labora-
tories. This independent testing en-
sures that these product and services 
meet the standards adopted by the 
Asthma and Allergy Foundation of 
America.

Founded in 1947, Stanley Steemer 
has been the industry leader in carpet 
cleaning services for over 65 years. 
President of Stanley Steemer, Justin 
Bates, is the third generation to lead 
the family owned and operated busi-
ness. Headquartered in Dublin, OH, 
Stanley Steemer operates through a 
network of more than 250 company-
owned and franchised locations 
throughout the United States.

 A D V E R T I S E M E N T

Certified asthma 
& allergy friendly™

A high-school friend I 
hadn’t seen in years 
was passing through 

New York. We had just a few 
precious hours to catch up, so 
we wandered around Central 
Park, exulting in its blossom 
overdrive, then sat on a sun-
warmed rock to chat. Of course 
I wanted to see a picture of her 
kids. 

Or two pictures.
Max? Three.
But thanks to that bottom-

less photo album that also 
sends texts and makes calls, I 
saw them all: the kids in their 
play, the kids at the holidays, 
the kids with their friends, the 
kids, the kids, the blurry-but-
still-apparently-worth-a-look 
kids! 

And then the husband! And 
the great uncle! And the hus-
band’s brother’s wife’s mother 
who is sick. Or fi ne. Or some-
thing — really, I barely know 
the husband, now I’m high up 
out on a limb of the family tree 
and I can hear it cracking under 
the weight of my not-caring. 

Helllllp! Free-fall! Can I re-
ally be the only person strug-
gling to utter another, “Oh! 

Nice!” while plunging into 
photo-induced catatonia? That 
is the question I asked every-
one I could — that is, everyone 
not so absorbed in their cell-
phones that they could actu-
ally look up to answer me.

“Technology has made it 
impossible to run away from 
slide shows,” is how Laura 
Srebnik, a Brooklyn-based ed-
ucation consultant, summed 
it up. “Back in the day, when 
someone invited you, you could 
say no. Or if you went, they had 
snacks.”

Now? Neither. 
“It’s not that the pictures 

are boring,” she adds. “I kind 
of like looking at them. It’s 
when it’s like stop-motion ani-
mation: ‘Here we are, picking 
up a shell. Here we are, picking 
up another shell.’ You see 20 of 
practically the same image and 
you’re wondering, ‘Couldn’t 
you skip that one?’ and they’re 
saying, ‘I’m just getting to the 
good one!’”

The key is the word one, 
says Marla Muni, a market re-
searcher in Rockland County. 

“Some of the pictures don’t 
come out well, and they’re 

never organized and people 
start fl ipping through…” 
Meantime, you’re politely wait-
ing or muttering some kind 
of pleasantry as the photos fl y 
past. That’s why Muni’s idea of 
good smartphone etiquette is 
to have handy one single, clear 
photo of your children at what-
ever big event they just had.

“So if you ask somebody, 

‘Show me the picture from the 
prom!’ there it is” — un-blurry 
and, with any luck, including 
the whole head. 

After that? Time to put the 
device away and resume con-
versing. When Queens-based 
new media maven Dawn Siff 
went to her Dallas high-school 
reunion recently, “You would 
look around the room at any 
given point, and half the peo-
ple were looking down at the 
phones, frantically scrolling 
through pictures to fi nd the ex-
act photo they wanted to show 
people. So they’re seeing this 
person they haven’t seen in 
years — and immediately ig-
noring them to cue up the per-
fect picture.”

It made Dawn pine for an 
earlier era, when people would 
extract a photo or two from 
their wallets and apologize be-
cause the front-tooth-missing 
tot in the picture was actually 
now engaged to be married. 

Susan Avery, college coun-
selor at Collegiate Harvest 
High School in Manhattan, 
was the only gal I could fi nd 
who both defended showing 
an album’s worth of photos to 

friends, and insisted she liked 
seeing just as many. 

“I’m the fi rst one looking at 
those pictures,” she says. 

She relishes them for the 
same reason she relished her 
fi rst profession, journalism: “I 
love people’s back stories.” 

That’s certainly a nice 
way to frame what we are see-
ing when folks start scrolling 
through: Oh, here’s a pair of 
shoes I was thinking of buying. 
Here’s our vacation — well, the 
hotel room, anyway. It was in 
Antigua. No — Alabama. And 
here’s a cool bird from my bird 
feeder. Its wings are fl apping 
so you can’t really see it. And 
here’s my daughter. And my 
daughter. And my daughter 
again, but two seconds later — 
they change so fast at that age! 

As do many of us viewers: 
From complimentary to coma-
tose. Knowing this, you have 
your choice of what to edit: 
Your photos, or your friends. 

Choose wisely. 
Lenore Skenazy is a pub-

lic speaker and founder of the 
book and blog Free-Range 
Kids. 

I don’t need to see all those iPhotos!

RHYMES 
WITH CRAZY
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Being a homeowner and/
or property owner has its re-
wards and challenges. City 
Councilman Andy King is 
sponsoring a workshop to 
provide Bronx residents with 
information on tax liens on 

King sponsors Tax Lien Assistance Workshop
Tuesday, May 5, from 6:30 to 
8:30 p.m. at the Williamsbridge 
NAACP Branch EDE Center, 
680 East Gun Hill Road.

Representatives from the 
city’s departments of Finance, 
Environmental Protection 

and Housing Preservation and 
Development will be on hand 
to meet with property owners 
faced with a tax lien sale.

The last day for property 
owners to pay their tax lien 
or enter into a payment agree-

ment is on May 14. The Lien 
Sale will take place on May 15.

Lien sales relate to overdue 
property taxes, water charges, 
and other charges against 
property, which are consid-
ered liens against properties.

“I encourage property own-
ers who have tax liens to at-
tend this meeting in order to 
protect their property from 
the tax lien sale,” said King.

For further information, 
call (718) 684-5509.

BY CHRYS NAPOLITANO
On Sunday, May 3, the Lo-

cust Point Civic Association 
will be hosting our 2nd Well-
ness Event.  Our last Wellness 
Event was in November and 
we are hoping that this semi-
annual event will help us to 
continue our mission to bring 
awareness to our community 
on how we can all live simpler, 
healthier and happier lives.  
The event is free and open to 
everyone, the doors will open 
at 10 a.m. with tea, coffee and 
snacks available for purchase.  

We have a number of very 
interesting speakers who will 
make half hour presentations 
on a number of terrifi c topics.  
At 11a.m., Ann Kelly, certifi ed 
holistic health coach, will give 
a fun and informative talk on 
Ayurveda, the ‘Science of Life’.  
You will learn about your 
‘Dosha’ (mind body constitu-
tion) and how the six tastes of 

food can help bring your body 
into balance.  At 11:30 a.m., we 
have a speaker who will be 
talking about Acupuncture 
and Massage.

At noon, I will be speaking 
about the importance of eating 
seasonally and locally.  After 
my presentation, participants 
can enjoy a variety of sand-
wiches made with fresh focca-
cia from organic fl our by our 
very own local baker, Monica 
Meola of Cake it Easy.  The 
menu will be Egg Salad with 
our own ‘Glennon Fresh’ eggs, 
Goat Cheese with Tomato 
Jelly, White Bean Spread with 
Seasonal Greens and a Lamb 
Sausage with Roasted Peppers 
– plenty of options for vegans, 
vegetarians and carnivores 
alike – with a side salad.  Sand-
wiches will be $5 each.  

If you are interested in 
joining our CSA, this is great 
chance to get lots of informa-

tion and possibly be matched 
up with a share partner.  In-
formation on our continuing 
series of cooking classes will 
be available, or you can sign 
up for upcoming classes on 
Gluten Free Cooking, Stock 
and Soup Making and a Pasta 
Workshop.

During lunch, our speakers 
will all be available for one on 
one conversation.  We are still 
fi nalizing our participants but 
we are hoping to also have a lo-
cal bee keeper and other local 
vendors tabling as well.  I for 
one have been making Yoga 
Mat Bags and reusable Market 
Tote Bags that I will be sell-

ing.  We’re also going to be raf-
fl ing off a Yoga Mat with Cus-
tom Made Yoga Mat Bag with 
a free Yoga Class.  

After lunch, at 2:30 p.m., 
Sherrill Cropper, owner of 
Glennon Fresh Eggs, will be 
speaking about Essential Oil 
Aromatherapy.  Every day, we 
inhale, touch and taste harm-
ful chemicals and toxins.  Syn-
thetic ingredients are in vir-
tually every item in the home, 
from cleaning solutions and 
personal care products to food 
additives.  The Young Living 
Essential Oils Collection work 
as natural, chemical free re-
placements for items you use 
every single day. 

At 3 p.m., we will have a 
presentation on Tai Chi and 
then at 3:30 p.m., Patty Haney, 
our certifi ed yoga therapist 
and instructor will be giving a 
talk on Numerology and then 
at 4 p.m. she will be giving a 

free Yoga Class followed by 
Gong Relaxation.  Stay the full 
event and enjoy Yoga Tea and 
cookies when we’re all done.  
We’ll be selling raffl e tickets 
and at the end of the day will 
be announcing winners .  

     The event is going to be 
held at the Locust Point Civic 
Association at 3300 Tierney 
Place, plenty of parking and 
easily accessible by the No. 8 
bus which stops right outside 
of the civic center.  Register 
now and receive a free gift by 
emailing us at teams4well-
ness@gmail.com.  Bring your 
own yoga mat for the free 
class, but if you don’t have one, 
we will have rentals available 
for $2.  You can also partici-
pate in the yoga class by using 
a chair.  It’s all fi ne!

     Hoping to see you at this 
event, in the meantime, be the 
change you want to see in the 
world.

BY PAUL GOLLUSCIO
Hello all!
Reminders! Flag replace-

ment on Grave Sites at St. Ray’s 
Cemetery and The Churchyard 
at St. Peter’s in the Square will 
happen on Saturday, May 16.  
Volunteers will show up at the 
Post at 11 AM.

On Friday, June 12, we at 
post will host our Flag Retire-
ment Ceremony beginning at 
7 p.m.

The June BBQ at the VA is 

still TBA.
The Marine Corps League 

meets on the second Friday of 
each month. The next one is 
Friday, May 8 here at the post. 
There are raffl e tickets to aid 
this organization available at 
the Post Pub. Cost is $1 each or 
6 /$5.

Our next Post member 
meeting will be on Saturday, 
May 2 at 1 p.m.

The weather is clearing up 
so come on in to the post and 

take advantage of out most af-
fable bartenders. 

More remembering! For a 
replacement DD-214 call (866) 
272-6272.

A Black Rose Awareness 

Campaign will be happening 
at Orlando Veterans Memo-
rial Park, 2380 Lake Baldwin 
Lane, Orlando FL 32814. This 
is on Monday, May 25 at 11 a.m. 
At this ceremony, the organi-
zation will be laying a rose for 
every  vets and military sexual 
trauma survivor.

Trivia Time!!
On April 14, 1912, the un-

sinkable Titanic hit a iceberg 
at 11:40 p.m. and sunk the next 
day.

The Boston Marathon 
Bombing took place on April 
15, 2013 resulting in three 
deaths and 264 wounded.

The Oklahoma City Bomb-
ing happened on April 19, 1995.

The fi rst burial at Potters 
fi eld was on April 20, 1869.

On the same date in 1999, 
the Columbine shooting went 
down. Tough month, April.

Keep the troops in your 
prayers, take a vet to lunch and 
God bless. 

BY TONY SALIMBENE
Meeting reminder!  Our 

3rd Sunday meeting is Sun-
day, May 17 at the Turner 
Club at 11 a.m. sharp, coffee 
before, drinks and chow af-
ter, please join us.  That Sun-
day is also the conclusion of 
Bronx Week with the parade 
and vendor stands at Mosh-
olu Parkway.  Did I mention 
May is the month for nomi-
nations and election of post 
officers?  This keeps us on 
track with the requirements 
for the June County Conven-

tion and the Department of 
NY Convention in July.

On Sunday, April 26 at 
4 p.m., we will have a free 
viewing of ‘Last Days of 
Vietnam’ courtesy of PBS- 
WGBH TV.  Joe Mondello 
will be setting up his gear 
at TN Memorial Post 1456, 
‘Nam Vets, all vets and his-
tory buffs are welcome!  On 
Sunday, May 2 there will be 
a Sidewalk Sale on Allerton 
Avenue by the Bronx Cham-
ber of Commerce.  Saturday, 
May 30 is the Walk Against 

Cancer around the field at 
Msgr. Scanlon H.S. please 
try to participate.  

For all post officers read-
ing this, please remind your 
post adjutants to get the Con-
solidated Post Report and 
Children and Youth report 

to County Adjutant Joe Goo-
nan A.S.A.P.  We know you 
do great things but as the 
saying goes, if it ain’t on pa-
per, it didn’t happen.

This did happen! Sup-
port the Troops raised over 
$4,000 bucks for our adopted 
military members overseas! 
That’s the Army’s ‘Com-
bined Task Force No Slack’ 
who sent us a sincere thank 
you!

Looks like the our June 
meeting will be on Sunday, 
June 28 for an end of season 

BBQ, more info to follow.
As the weather gets nicer 

(remember, get those flags 
flying) it will be motorcy-
cle weather. Consider con-
tacting us to check out the 
Bronx County Legion Riders 
with our Joe Mondello.  Ride 
for veteran’s issues, always a 
great cause.

Until next time:  The dif-
ference between the tax man 
and the taxidermist is the 
taxidermist leaves the skin! 
- Mark Twain 

FOR ADVERTISING INFORMATION CALL (718) 260-4593
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On April 15, , the East Bronx History Forum held its 100th meeting 
at the Huntington Free Library, 9 Westchester Square.   Over 45 
members and guests attended the meeting and presentation by 
New York City Department of Parks and Recreation employees 
about the history and reforestation of North Brother Island.  
(Above, l-r)  EBHF Offi cers and Park guest speakers Anthony Pis-
ciotta,  Mike Gupta,  Kristen King, Director of Forest Restoration, 
Kevin Graham,  Richard Vitacco, President EBHF, John Krawchuk, 
Director of Historic Preservation , Molly McDonald, former Parks 
Monuments Coordinator,  Tom Vasti, VP EBHF. 
       Photo by Thomas X. Casey

E. BRONX HISTORY FORUM’S 100TH

BY DOROTHEA POGGI
     Hello to all the readers of 

this great local paper. This is 
a ‘catch up’ column as to what 
is happening in Ferry Point 
section of Throggs Neck.

A ‘shout out’ to thank As-
semblyman Mike Benedetto 
for discussing options for the 
goals we could have towards 
reducing our traffi c issues in 
the surrounding community. 
The future will not change 
without people who stand 
up for what is realistic and 
safe for our community’ traf-
fi c patterns. Development is 
wonderful because it brings 
jobs and tax income for our 
borough and city….but… not 
if it forces people to work, 
shop and visit professional 
offi ces elsewhere.

‘Shout out’ thanks to our 
member Patricia Williams 
for baking the cupcakes and 
Alpha Art Inc. for a small 
banner for their offi ce dur-
ing the Throggs Neck Houses 
Cleanup Day (sponsored by 
Senator Jeff Klein and).

The streets from Bruck-
ner Boulevard to Schley Av-
enue surrounding the new 
Throggs Neck Shopping Mall 
are horrendous and danger-
ous. Paving is overdue for 
years now. It is a joke that we 
now wish our streets were as 
nice as the Ring Road.

Both civic groups that 
protect the immediate Ferry 
Point area have been working 
somewhat together on reliev-
ing our streets of our latest 
invasion of 30-35 school buses 
parked for hours and possi-
bly overnight at the whim of 
Vallo Bus Company. Probably 
to save the Bronx Whitestone 
Bridge toll on the buses that 
would normally return to 
their Queens location. 

These buses are now 
blocking the vision of turn-
ing vehicles, narrowing 
the very rutted Hutchinson 
River Parkway Service Road 
S. They are causing traffi c to 
stop and back up into the dan-
gerous intersection of Lafay-
ette Avenue near Scanlan 
High School. They are also 
parking between the Target 
loading curb cuts on Brush 
Avenue, therefore creating 
delays on both Brush Avenue 
directions as the Target mer-
chandise trucks have to ma-
neuver around them to un-
load all day. 

Thank you to Community 
Board 10 and 45th Precinct for 
your help so far fi nding clar-
ifi cation as to how to reduce 
this impact on our already 
jammed up neighborhood. 
This is called warehousing of 
vehicles on NYC streets. The 
contracts that the schools 

who charter these buses 
agree upon must include tolls 
back and forth to the Vallo fa-
cility. So are those contracts 
invalid because they are not 
using that fee????

Double parked vehicles on 
Brush Avenue: we are still 
having trouble addressing 
the tandem MTA buses that 
come to HOPenn for repair. 
CB10 and Senator Klein’s of-
fi ce did succeed in stopping 
this problem and nighttime 
noise from this business for 
a few months. Now we again 
have daily MTA buses dou-
ble parked sometimes idling 
all day. As a city agency 
MTA is given leniency by 
Police which is another city 
agency….but these vehicles 
are in for repair and the re-
pair is for a certain part of 
that vehicle. HOPenn signed 
a contract that probably re-
quired that the service de-
partment have adequate 
space to fulfi ll that contract 
without illegally infringing 
on all the safety of pedes-
trians and drivers who use 
Brush Avenue daily.

UPS has a strange way 
of arranging vehicles in the 
street. Especially on Friday 
night when they have open 
pickups from the public. Cabs, 
cars and pedestrians fl ing 
open doors while squashed 
between empty UPS delivery 
trucks crowding the park-
ing spots that should wel-
come customers to UPS. With 
no parking available and no 
sidewalks between HOPenn 
and UPS, people falling while 
they carry packages through 
the maze of vehicles. There 
are no lanes left open for 
through traffi c.

Cablevision still takes 
over the street from 9 a.m. to 
noon, disregarding any sig-
nage, curb cuts, legal parking 
direction of vehicles and even 
sidewalks.

The Box Storage on Brush 
Avenue may be a hiding spot 
for about eight dirt bike rid-
ers. One Saturday the police 
on a call went after a group 
of illegal bikers, but they 
‘skedaddled’ into the stor-
age parking area and dis-
appeared About 10 minutes 
later they reappeared and 
continued toward the Union-
port Bridge and may have 
headed toward Soundview 
Park, where I hear they have 
been creating a problem..

Ferry Point Park: On 
April 17 we enjoyed a group 
of 100 freshman volunteers 
at Ferry Point Park. This was 
the annual Community Ser-
vice Day from the Pelham 
Lab School and fi ve of our 
vols were shared with Van 
Cortland Park to help with 
their cleanup as well. There 
seemed to be much less Hindu 
debris in this area of the park 
waterfront than usual. But 
we noticed more of this type 
of debris in the newer areas 
that have been opened to the 
public by the hard work of the 
NYC Parks crews. 

A ‘shout out’ thank you 
to Pepsi for the water you 
donated for the thirsty stu-
dents.

Waterways: We are happy 
to see the Municipal Services 
Committee of CB 10 consider-
ing initiatives for resiliency 
of our east Bronx waterways 
by using coastal green infra-
structure. Marcel Negret an 
M.S.candidate in Sustainable 
Environmental Systems from 
Pratt Institute has been doing 
a great job guiding our own 
City Islander Paul Mankie-
wicz of the Gaia Institute and 
Dorothea Poggi of Friends of 
Ferry Point Park (both BCEQ 
vice presidents)

Animals: Attention all an-
imal lovers, I hope you have 
read the column by Donna de 
Chiaro and the  letter to the 
editor from Marion Koenig 
explaining what our group, 
B.A.S.E., Bronx Animal Shel-
ter Endeavor has been accom-
plishing this year. 

This Sunday we partici-
pated in the press confer-
ence held by Comptroller 
Scott Stringer.  His team 
has completed a yearlong au-
dit of the disgraceful condi-
tions under which Animal 
Care and Control has been 
working. Besides the obvi-
ous need for a Bronx and 
Queens State of the Art Ani-
mals Shelter,  there are rec-
ommendations for a larger 
board of qualified animal 
professionals with fundrais-
ing expertise to bring ACC 
to a highly funded conser-
vancy to finally treat the an-
imals of NYC humanely.

Homeless: The Crystal 
Residence Family Shelter 
seems to be doing well. We 
have alerted them to some of 
the concerns we have with 
the crowds at Ferry Point 
Park and the lawlessness per-
vading this park each week-
end. They have promised to 
warn their residents to be 
careful and mindful. We are 
happy to have a contact that 
understands and cares about 
their residents. 

BY MARY JANE MUSANO
I’m so happy to report that 

our Tree Giveaway was an 
overwhelming success!  We 
found homes for 150 fruit trees 
in record time.  We ended the 
giveaway at 12:15 p.m. instead 
of our usual 1p.m. because all 
of the trees were on their way 
to their new homes.

Success always come be-
cause there are people work-
ing very hard behind the 
scenes.  The First Lutheran 
Church always partners with 
us to bring this wonderful 
event to our community and 
without them this event could 
not be held.  They not only pro-
vide the space but they help at 
the event as well.  So our big-
gest thank you goes to Pastor 
Lunow and Debbi Burke for 
always supporting us and our 
events.

In order to hold this Tree 
Giveaway we need volunteers to 
take the trees off of the trailer, 
count them and place them in 
groups on the day of the deliv-
ery.  Then we need volunteers 
to set up for the giveaway, man 
the registration tables, keep 
track of the online registration 
lists, educate registrants about 
tree care, help select trees and 
keep things organized.  It re-
ally does require the work of 
many very dedicated support-

ers.  So huge thank yous go to 
Linda DeVito (who also bakes 
us delicious cookies for the 
event!), James Schefl en, Annie 
Boller, Michele Torrioni, An-
drew Chirico and Joanne Mur-
phy.  You all did a great job!

Out of all of the projects 
our association is involved in, 
for me, this is right up there 
as one of the most important.  
I see it as a lasting thank you 
to the community that I love.  
The trees will be here for 
many decades keeping our 
community healthy and beau-
tiful.  We have placed very 
close to 3,000 trees and I hope 
to continue for as long as the 
program exists.

In the fall of this year, it 
is expected that the Million-
TreesNYC Program will place 
its one millionth tree.  There 
will be a big celebration and 
then a decision will be made 
to either stop the program or 
continue it on a smaller scale.  
Our association will certainly 
be there to support its continu-
ance.
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Bronx Park East Community Association news

On April 11, “Morgan’s Grove” was planted in honor of Allerton resident 
and Bronx Historian Morgan Powell.”

One Stop Shopping Expo Saturday, April 25th
A One Stop Shopping Expo 

will be held on Saturday, April 
25, from 10 a.m. to 6 p.m. at 

1716 Southern Boulevard (off 
174th Street.)

Included in the day’s offer-

ings will be  jewelry, scented 
chandles, massages, men’s 
clothing, sweet shops, organic 

coffee, House of Vintage Music 
Golden Oldies, and other vari-
ous vendors.

For further information 
and directions call Remi at 
(347) 664-4113.

BY KENNY AGOSTO 
AND RAPHAEL SCHWEIZER
Bronx Park East Com-

munity Association, aka’B-
PECA’, fi ghts for the residents 
of Allerton and Pelham Park-
way. Our next open commu-
nity meeting will take place 
Thursday, May 14 at 6:30 p.m. 
inside CenterLight at 2401 
White Plains Road. We meet 
on the 2nd Thursday of each 
month.

May 7th: NYC Tenant 

Rally

The year of the Tenant is 
here. As you may know, the 
New York State Rent Stabi-
lization laws that protect 
over 2 million NYC tenants 
and 1.1 rent-regulated apart-
ments, expire this June. Not 
only do the rent laws need 
to be renewed for another 
four years, but they must be 
strengthened.

NYC is more unaffordable 
than ever. Thus, why should 
landlords be able to raise the 
rent of an apartment by 20% 
when it becomes vacant af-
ter one year of rental? Why 
should landlords be able to 
dramatically raise rents 
to tenants with ‘preferen-
tial rents’ without reason or 
notice? These are reasons 
why the rent laws must be 
strengthened!

Join the Real Rent Re-
form ‘R3’ coalition, the Alli-
ance for Tenant Power and 
B-PECA participants on 
Thursday, May 7 at 5 p.m. in 
Manhattan’s Foley Square for 
a rally and march across the 
Brooklyn Bridge to ‘Save One 

Million Homes’! To save one 
million rent-regulated apart-
ments from becoming out of 
reach for hard working fami-
lies who are being priced out 
of this city.

All hands on deck: The 
time is now to fi ght for Bronx 
tenants!

For more info on the rally/
march, contact Ava Farkas 
of the Metropolitan Council 
on Housing at (212) 979-6238 
orava@metcouncilonhous-
ing.org.

We invite our Allerton 
and Pelham Parkway elected 
offi cials on the city and state 
level to join us hand-in-hand 
on May 7 to truly make 2015 
the year of the tenant!

Zimmerman Park Event

Join B-PECA, D.I.G. Farm 
and Senator Ruth Hassell-
Thompson for a dynamite 
Earth Day Weekend plant-
ing event in Allerton’s Zim-
merman Playground. As 
was done in Seton Falls Park 
this past Sunday, DIG and B-
PECA will be planting peren-
nials, fl owers and herbs at 
the Olinville Avenue park en-
trance to beautify ‘Zim’s’. We 
will also have food and music 
to celebrate Earth Day Week-
end in fashion!

Meet at Zimmerman Play-
ground, located on Olinville 
Avenue between Allerton 
Avenue and Britton Street 
between 10 a.m. and 3 p.m.. 
Bring clothes and shoes you 
can get dirty and ‘DIG’ in 
with!

For info on volunteer-
ing, text/call (347) 654-7044 

or email bxparkeast@gmail.
com.

May 19 & June 9: AL-

BANY

Back to the topic of afford-
able housing, we invite you to 
join the Metropolitan Coun-
cil on Housing and many 
other tenant advocacy groups 
as we take a bus to Albany to 
advocate our elected offi cials 
on the need for strengthen-
ing the rent laws.

The buses will be leaving 
from the Bronx on Tuesday, 
May 19 and Tuesday, June 9 
and are free. You will also be 
served a free breakfast and 
lunch courtesy of the Met 
Council and their support-
ers. To sign up for one or both 
of the buses to Albany, email 
bxparkeast@gmail.com or 
call (347) 654-7044 and we will 
give you all the info.

This is the year of the ten-
ant. Let’s get going!

Seton Falls Success

On Sunday, April 19, over 
60 volunteers from the Seton 
Falls Park Coalition, D.I.G. 
Farm, Starbucks Community 
Giving and B-PECA all con-
verged on one of the Bronx’s 
hidden treasures, Seton Falls 
Park - a spawling 33-acre 
wooded paradise located in 
a big valley on East 233rd 
Street between Crawford and 
Baychester avenues.

The event sponsor, Sena-
tor Ruth Hassell-Thompson 
greeted the volunteers and 
visited the various work 
sites throughout the park. 
We had an outstanding DJ 
who played an eclectic mix of 

rock, country, hip hop, soca, 
and salsa music to dancing 
kids with their swaying par-
ents in-tow. 

The kids painted a beau-
tiful mural at the Stars and 
Stripes Playground and 
planted fresh mint, oregano, 
and t  hyme. The crowd was 
also dazzled to an awesome 
food and cooking demonstra-
tion with Chef D’Amour.

This event could not have 
been a smashing success 
with out the efforts of: Renee 
Paterson and Ms. Williams of 

Seton Falls Coalition; Alli-
son, Margot, Melanie, Mark, 
Carol, Guy, Tommy, and the 
great people of D.I.G.Farm; 
James Vargas and Team B-
PECA; and Senator Ruth 
Hassell-Thompson’s fam-
ily and staff - Helene, Mel-
anie, Hayden, Wilson, and 
Donna.

Until next time, keep 
in touch with B-PECA by 
phone, email or text, or on 
our facebook group: www.
facebook.com/groups/bx-
parkeast

BY LYNN GERBINO
It looks as though spring 

has fi nally sprung and, hope-
fully, the weather won’t hit 90 
degrees for a very long time.

Our next meeting will be 
held on Tuesday, April 28, at 
7:30 p.m. at the Villa Barone 
Manor. Our guest speaker 
will be Dr. Christine Coyle, 
an infectious disease special-
ist from Jacobi Hospital. There 
has been much speculation 
recently about why children 
should or should not be immu-
nized and Dr. Coyle will give 
us the latest information on 

the subject. So all parents and 
grandparents of young chil-
dren should stop by and hear 
the latest news on having our 
children vaccinated. If you 
have any questions, please feel 
free to come and ask Dr. Coyle.   

Our intent is to also have 
a representative from the 
Throggs Neck Post Offi ce. I 
hope it works out!!

Congratulations to my for-
mer colleague from the Bronx 
Times and great friend, John 
Roche, whose fi rst book, Bronx 
Bound, is now available for pur-
chase. John grew up in the area 

and is well known to all. His 
mystery can be purchased on 
Amazon, at Barnes and Noble 
and its web site, and through 
his publisher Black Opal 
Books. We all wish John well in 
this new endeavor and hope the 
book becomes a bestseller. It is 
doing very well so far!! 

If you have not paid your 
dues yet, please do so. We count 
on your support so we can sup-
port out Little League, Girls 
Softball, Halloween Parade 
and many other community 
activities. Please send your 
$15 check to: Throggs Neck 
Homeowners Association, P.O. 
Box 25, Throggs Neck Station, 
Bronx, NY, 10465.

Some ask why they have to 
back pay dues when they have 
skipped a year. The answer is 
simple...we have paid your por-
tion of the Bronx Times sub-
scription for that year and it 

is our way to recoup that cost. 
If you do not pay dues for two 
years, we will drop you from 
our membership list and can-
cel your subscription to the 
Bronx Times. When you sup-
port us, we are able to support 
many local community groups 
with your dues. You have too 
belong to be part of it!! We 
thank all those who have paid 
their dues and for always sup-
porting us!

As always, you can reach 
us at (718) 823-0327 and don’t 
forget to ‘like’ us on Facebook. 
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Action
Association

Bronx House will be at-
tending a Baruch College 
Open House on Saturday, May 
9. All high school students are 
welcomed.  

A campus visit at Baruch is 
an opportunity for high school 
students to get a fi rsthand 
view of the college.

A college catalog, view 

book, or website can only 
show you so much. To really 
get a feel for the school, you 
need to walk around the cam-
pus, sit in on a class, and visit 

the dorms.
Bronx House participants 

will be leaving at 8:30 a.m. and 
return to Bronx House at 2:30 
p.m. 

To register and sign up 
contact Fred Lopez at (718) 792-
1800.  ext.229 or Fred@Bronx-
House.org.

Bronx House trip to Baruch College Open House 

BY FRANK V. VERNUCCIO, JR.
Mr. Obama has engaged 

in yet another radical depar-
ture in U.S. foreign policy 
with his opening of relations 
with Cuba for the fi rst time 
since 1961.

Two vital questions re-
main unanswered.

Why has the White House 
chosen this peculiar point 
in time to engage with Ha-
vana, and what benefi t does 
the U.S., other than public 
relations praise from several 
Latin America leaders, stand 
to gain from the move?

The President is, once 
again, using Executive Au-
thority rather than consul-
tation with Congress in this 
matter, resulting in both 
those questions remaining 
insuffi ciently answered.

Mr. Obama’s penchant for 
ignoring long-standing and 
unresolved issues in deal-
ing with nations at odds with 
America was again on dis-
play as he maintained, in a 
well-publicized recent quote 
about his stance on Cuban-
U.S. relations, “ The United 
States will not be imprisoned 
by the past — we’re looking to 
the future. I’m not interested 
in having battles that frankly 
started before I was born… 
The Cold War has been over 
for a long time.” The Cold War 
remark is rather strange, in 
light of Moscow’s invasion 
of Ukraine, dramatic arms 
buildup, threatening actions 
towards Europe, and nuclear 
patrols off U.S. coastlines.

There have been debates 
concerning a softening of re-
lations with Havana for years.  
However, the Castro leader-
ship’s continued intransi-
gence in refusing to provide 
basic human rights to its peo-
ple, support of terrorism, and 
continuing military threats 
to other nations including 
the United States prevented 
any progress.  Those factors 
have not improved, and, in 
terms of its willingness to al-
low Moscow to use Cuba as 
a military base for actions 
compromising the national 
security of the United States, 
their actions have in fact re-
cently worsened.

Under the terms of the 
new relationship, Cuba will 
be removed from the list of 

states sponsoring terrorism, 
despite the fact that it con-
tinues to do so. Example in-
cludes continuing support for 
Basque terrorists and shel-
tering Joanne Chesimard 
and Charles Hill, who mur-
dered U.S. police offi cers, and 
Guillermo Morales, an explo-
sives expert/bomb maker for 
the FALN (Fuerzas Armadas 
Liberacion Nacional), an ex-
tremist organization advo-
cating for Puerto Rican in-
dependence through acts of 
violence. The group, active 
in the 1970s and early 1980s, 
is credited with committing 
more than 100 bombings that 
caused several deaths, mul-
tiple injuries, and millions of 
dollars in damage.

The two nations will ex-
change embassies, and engage 
in some prisoner exchanges. 
Some restrictions on com-
merce will be eased, but the 
embargo will not be completely 
removed unless Congress ap-
proves. The move would allow 
U.S. residents to send funds to 
family members in Cuba, and 
ends most travel restrictions. 
This should substantially as-
sist Havana’s economy. There 
is no substantial benefi t to the 
U.S. economy, or a resolution of 
the confi scation of American 
property by the Castro regime.

There is no indication that 
Havana will ease its extreme 
suppression of human rights 
on the island following the 
normalization of relations. 
Indeed, even during the dis-
cussions leading to the new 
relationship, Cuba impris-
oned 140 additional people for 
political reasons. Freedom 
House noted that “In 2014, 
the Cuban government in-
creased its systematic use of 
short-term “preventive” de-
tentions—along with harass-
ment, beatings, and ‘acts of 
repudiation’—to intimidate 
the political opposition, iso-
late dissidents from the rest 
of the population, and main-
tain political control of all 
public spaces. A record num-
ber of politically motivated 
detentions were recorded 
in 2014, and crackdowns on 
activists continued. For ex-
ample, an attempted perfor-
mance that addressed social 
and political issues, orches-
trated by artist Tania Bru-

guera, was met with harsh 
repression in December.”

Considering that the United 
States is receiving no substan-
tive fi nancial incentive from 
Obama’s initiative, and hu-
man rights considerations 
are essentially ignored, why 
has the White House chosen 
to aid the Castro regime at a 
time when Havana is assisting 
Moscow’s expanding military 
presence in Latin America?

Last July, The Guardian  
reported that  “ Russia  has 
quietly reached an agree-
ment with Cuba to reopen a 
Soviet-era spy base on Amer-
ica’s doorstep, …The deal 
to reopen the signals intel-
ligence facility in Lourdes, 
south of Havana.”

The move is part of a 
larger Russian effort to ex-
pand militarily throughout 
Latin America. The authori-
tative Jamestown Founda-
tion has reported:

“Nobody should think 
that Moscow’s aggressive 
campaign to restore its for-
mer status as a global great 
power or its fundamentally 
anti-American policy is cur-
rently confi ned to Ukraine. 
Indeed, while the invasion, 
occupation and annexation of 
Crimea—not to mention the 
threats to eastern Ukraine—
continue, Moscow is also 
seeking to expand its mili-
tary, political and economic 
footprint in Latin America. 
Russia seeks to establish per-
manent bases in the Western 
Hemisphere to challenge the 
U.S.  With Brazil, Moscow is 
trying to generate interest in 
joint development of combat 
aircraft and surface-to-air 
missile systems. If success-
ful, this would mark a step 
toward creating a group of 
industrialized countries that 
employ Russian designs and 
design bureaus for creating 
their own military hardware, 
thereby making the Rus-
sian defense sector more se-
cure, pervasive and particu-
larly signifi cant in high-tech 

areas. Meanwhile, Moscow 
will sell entire weapons sys-
tems to less-developed coun-
tries endowed with cash, as 
it has done with Venezuela he 
United States’ policies as well 
as to try to peel away US allies 
from Washington’s infl uence. 
… But arms sales hardly ex-
haust Russia’s repertoire 
here. Perhaps the most sig-
nifi cant move was revealed 
on February 26 by Defense 
Minister Sergei Shoigu when 
he described a global plan of 
potential bases for the Rus-
sian Navy. These targets for 
bases also include countries 
in Asia like the Seychelles Is-
lands and Singapore (RIA No-
vosti, February 26). In Latin 
America, Russia is seeking 
bases in Cuba, Nicaragua and 
Venezuela, all of whom are 
Moscow’s allies. Yet, signifi -
cantly, two of these states—
Cuba and Venezuela—could 
face a change of leadership 
or even regime in the near fu-
ture. These proposed naval 
bases represent an effort to 
undermine the US and its al-
lies in Latin America (ITAR-
TASS March 5; lignet.com, 
March 18). Indeed, the Rus-
sian military is also seeking 
equatorial bases for refuel-
ing its Long-Range Aircraft, 
suggesting combat missions 
for them in the vicinity of ei-
ther Latin America or North 
America (ITAR-TASS, March 
5). Nicaraguan media re-
ports, meanwhile, pointed to 
the expansionist logic behind 
Russia’s bases and Moscow’s 
desire to challenge the United 
States in its “backyard.” 
These reports also noted that 
the Barack Obama Adminis-
tration has done little or noth-
ing to counter the expansion 
of Russian and Chinese infl u-
ence into Latin America (La 
Prensa, March 3, 4).” 

Moscow has helped create 
and foster anti-U.S. activities 
in Latin America that go far 
beyond the usual verbal ex-
pressions of disdain for the 
United States.  As previously 
reported in the New York 
Analysis of Policy & Govern-
ment,  With the assistance of 
China, Russia, and Iran, a 
number of Latin American 
and Caribbean nations are 
developing a new, hostile mil-
itary structure.

The  Strategy Center’s 
study on the Advance of 
Radical Populist Doctrine 
in Latin America  describes 
how Venezuela has utilized 
its vast income from oil sales 
to develop an anti-U.S. move-
ment in the western hemi-
sphere. Entitled ALBA (also 
known as the Bolivarian Al-
liance for the Peoples of Our 
America) it was initially 
formed by the late Venezue-
lan president Hugo Chavez in 
2004 and includes Venezuela, 
Cuba, Bolivia, Nicaragua, 
Dominica, Ecuador, Antigua 
& Barbuda, and Saint Vin-
cent and the Grenadines.

The organization es-
pouses an overtly anti-capi-
talist agenda.

According to a Boliv-
ian diplomatic document 
reviewed by the New York 
Analysis of Policy & Govern-
ment, the organization seeks 
to develop a number of coop-
erative economic initiatives, 
and most importantly, a “new 
military doctrine.”  This alli-
ance is clearly anti-U.S….

Gen. John Kelly, in charge 
of the U.S. Southern Com-
mand which has responsi-
bility for Latin American 
security matters, is deeply 
worried that the slashed 
American defense budget has 
been deeply detrimental to 
our interests in Latin Amer-
ica and is “signifi cantly de-
grading our ability to defend 
the southern approaches to 
the United States.”

Clearly, America gains very 
little from normalizing rela-
tions with Cuba. The White 
House has failed to explain its 
motive for doing so, other than 
the President’s dislike for con-
tinuing policies that predates 
his administration.

Providing unreciprocated 
concessions to a regime that 
continues to violate human 
rights, supports terrorism, 
and has recently welcomed 
military threats against 
America onto its soil renders 
both the existence and tim-
ing of Mr. Obama’s actions 
deeply troubling.

Contact COMACTA at  ny-
communityaction@gmail.
com ; tune into our spon-
sored radio broadcasts, and 
visit our website at comac-
tainc.com
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We’d like to take a moment and re-
member our friend, Joseph Oddo. He 
was an advocate for the underdog, 
lover of learning and all-around great 
guy. We will miss our walks, our talks 
and the laughs.

A somewhat crazy transition leaves 
us looking toward the future. We hope 
to see all the old faces and some new 
ones as well, we realize that Pelham 
Bay and the surrounding areas are 
growing and changing and would like 
for everyone in this community to be-
come involved as much as possible.

We realize that people are busy 
and might not be able to join us at ev-
ery meeting but we hope to see you at 
as many as possible.  We have set up 
an email address –PBTA1965@gmail.
com-  for those who might not be able 
to make our meetings or might be un-
comfortable speaking in a crowd, so 
that those individuals can share their 

ideas, concern and issues with the Pel-
ham Bay Taxpayers and Civic Associ-
ation so that we might help to address 
those concerns whenever possible.  We 
will check for emails from you every 
couple of days.

Our meetings will be settling down 
on the 3rd Tuesday of the month - 
therefore Tuesday, May 19 and Tues-
day, June 16. We break for summer and 
will resume back on Tuesday, Septem-
ber 15. Hope to see you!

Membership dues are due. Please 
send to 1720 Mayfl ower Avenue, #9H, 
Bronx, NY 10461.

S SSHOP OUR CLASSIFIED 
PAGES EVERY WEEK AND 

SAVE MONEY
Together, we work to improve the quality of life for the Pelham Parkway Community.

The Pelham Parkway Neighborhood Association
cordially invites you to our

ANNUAL FUNDRAISER
Honorable

RITCHIE TORRES
NYC Councilmember
TOMMY MESSINA

District Representative for the Office of Congressman Joseph Crowley
MICHAEL ORLOFF

Pelham Parkway Vision Center
SILVIA HUNTER

Estilio Classico Inc.
ALTIN OSTRENI

Ostreni’s Barber Shop

Thursday, May 28, 2015
from 6pm to 11pm

at

Maestro Catering
1703 Bronxdale Avenue, Bronx, NY 10462

Please make checks payable to

“The Pelham Parkway Neighborhood Association”

$85 pp
For further information, please call 718-863-8552

501(C) 3 Non-Profit Organization 
A portion of your contribution is tax deductible
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“My girls are veterans. I’m not worried about 
these one or two games. I know they will turn it 
around. They know what that have to do.”

FRANK TOSCANO . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 82

PIPE
DREAMS

By Bob Connolly

BY JOSEPH STASZEWSKI
Close friends and Wings 

Academy teammates Jessie 
Govan and Desure Buie fi n-
ished their high school careers 
in the same game, on the same 
court, just not as teammates.

Govan, who is headed 
to Georgetown, and Buie, a 
Hofstra-commit, were on op-
posing sides of the regional 
boys’ basketball all-star game 
of the Jordan Brand Classic at 
Barclays Center on April 17.

It marked the fi rst time the 
pair hadn’t been on the same 
squad in more than two years 
and their fi rst game as oppo-
nents since Buie played with 
Wings and Govan with St. 
Mary’s (L.I.) in the local Bea-
con tournament their sopho-
more years. The change took 
a little getting use to early on. 
The two in opposite jerseys 
were also interviewed on the 
video board prior to the con-
test. 

“I never envisioned myself 
playing against him,” Buie 
said. “It was weird shaking 
hands, going to half court and 
looking at him the on the other 
side.’  

Buie noted that he was 
surprised when he was fi rst 
told they wouldn’t be together 
after playing at Wings and 
with the New York Lighten-
ing AAU team. The pair peti-
tioned the event’s organizers 
to be reunited, but were told 
its was done to create the best 
matchups in the game. Bishop 
Loughlin stars Mike Williams 
and Khadeen Carrington faced 
a similar fate last year.

“We kind of understood,” 
Govan said. 

The two embraced the op-
portunity from there. Govan 
did his fair share of trash talk-
ing, continually telling Buie 
how his team would beat his. 
Govan indeed got the bragging 
rights as his East Team came 
out on top 125-112 over Buie’s 
West squad. Govan scored 10 
points and grabbed seven re-
bounds and Buie had three 
points and three assists. Iona 
Prep and Notre Dame commit 
Matt Ryan chipped 15 points, 

seven rebounds and four as-
sists for the East. 

“We will probably be talk-
ing his smack, but he’s not go-
ing to say too much because 
he wasn’t guarding me today,” 
Buie said. 

Added Govan “I’m going to 
talk his ear off.”

The experience overall was 
a memorable one. The pair got 

to play with and against some 
of the best player in the coun-
try in front of a large crowd at 
Barclays Center that included 
Michael Jordan himself. 

“It is a once in a lifetime 
thing,” Buie said. “You don’t 
get this back. I had fun.”

The Wings duo was able to 
accomplish plenty together 
this season. They led the school 

to its fi rst PSAL Class AA city 
title and knocked off two-time 
defending state Federation 
Christ the King for the pro-
gram’s fi rst Federation crown.  

“We accomplished all our 
goal,” Govan said. “We won the 
city championship. We won the 
state championship. Number 
one in New York. It was a great 
experience.” 

Wings duo spend fi nal high 
school game as adversaries

Wings guard Desure Buie (c.) played against teammate Jessie Govan in the regioal all-star game at the Jordan 
Brand Classic. Photo by Ken Maldonado

A Good 
Week For 

A-Rod
cludes Chicago White Sox 

right-hander Hector Noesi 
has used a Kevlar padding in-
sert in caps this season or in 
spring training that Major 
League Baseball has not ap-
proved, the manufacturer told 
ESPN’s “Outside the Lines” on 
Sunday.

Rob Vito, CEO of Unequal 
Technologies, said Noesi and 
New York Yankees reliever 
Esmil Rogers have worn the 
company’s “Dome” insert un-
der offi cial New Era caps in 
games this season. Four other 
pitchers he declined to name 
have also worn them in the 
last six weeks.

Vito said the padding is a 
5½-ounce military-grade com-
posite, with one layer of coated 
Kevlar and another of a soft 
proprietary material called 
airilon.

An MLB executive told 
“Outside the Lines” on Sunday 
that it was looking into the use 
of the Dome inserts and was 
reserving comment. Pitch-
ers are free to wear protec-
tive headgear of their choice, 
as long as it doesn’t interfere 
with competition or with MLB 
licensing agreements.

Redundancy

I agree with Bob Molinaro 
here: “Many television view-
ers - and a lot of partisans from 
losing teams - apparently just 

Continued on Page 82
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BY JOSEPH STASZEWSKI
The Bronx was the king of New 

York City thanks to a historic season 
by Wings Academy.

The Wings won their fi rst PSAL 
Class AA title in the fi rst champion-
ship game without a Brooklyn school 
since 2005. Coach Billy Turnage’s club 
did one better after that by rallying to 
end Christ the King’s two-year reign on 
top of the state in the Federation fi nal. 

Monsignor Scanlan didn’t bring 
home a title, but fought its way to the 
CHSAA Class A fi nal after seeing a 
number of it highly-recruited players 
transfer before the season. St. Ray-
mond and Cardinal Hayes remained 
among the top ‘AA’ teams in New York 
City, while Fordham Prep emerged a 
real threat in the ‘A’. Eagle and Ken-
nedy continues to be among the top 
PSAL teams in the borough.

Here are the players deemed to be 
the Bronx’s best for the 2014-15 season: 

ALL-BRONX BOYS’
BASKETBALL PLAYER OF THE 

YEAR:
Jessie Govan

Wings Academy

Govan was the difference between 
Wings and the rest of the teams in New 
York State. The 6-foot-10 Georgetown 
commit gave his team a dominant 
presence on both ends of the fl oor. He 
helped Wings to its fi rst ever PSAL and 
state Federation Class AA crowns. Go-
van average 23 points and 13 rebounds 
per game. He tallied 29 points and 13 
boards in the city semifi nals against 
Jefferson and fought back tears after 
scoring the fi nal fi ve points against 
Dozo to seal the crown.     

ALL-BRONX BOYS’
BASKETBALL COACH OF THE 

YEAR:
Billy Turnage

Wings Academy

Years of frustration came to a major 
end for Turnage, who is in his ninth 
season at Wings. He fi nally won the elu-
sive PSAL ‘AA’ city title after fi ve semi-
fi nal defeats and knocked off two-time 
defending champions Christ the King 
for the state Federation crown. Tur-
nage masterfully used all the weapons 
in his arsenal. He let his stars carry 
Wings like that should, got the most 
out of his role players and continually 
fueled his team’s determination win. 

ALL-BRONX BOYS’
BASKETBALL FIRST TEAM 

G Clive Allen

Cardinal Hayes

Allen’s heart, passion and pride 
rubbed off on all his teammates. The 
junior’s inspired play on both ends of 
the fl oor brought out the best in his in-
experienced team and made Hayes one 

of the city’s most dangerous clubs. Al-
len averaged 18.1 points per game and 
tallied a high of 39 points this season.  

G Desure Buie

Wings Academy

The Hofstra-bound guard put on 
one of the best playoff performances 
in recent years when he dropped in 
42 points, including nine 3-pointers to 
beat Construction in the semifi nals. 
Buie was the guiding force all season 
for Wings as its fl oor general and clutch 
shooter. Her averaged 18.5 points, four 
rebounds and seven assists per game.

G Randy Coporan

Wings Academy

Coporan, hit big shots in the post 

season, was Wings’ heart and soul and 
one of the city’s toughest defenders. Op-
ponents’ top players never had an easy 
night with Corporan on them and nei-
ther did his teammate if the weren’t 
playing up to par. The senior’s impas-
sioned speech turned around the state 
fi nal against Christ the King. 

F Jeff Hayden, Sr.

Cardinal Hayes 

The senior was the epitome of a 
blue-collar player. He used every inch 
of his 6-foot-3 frame to be one of the 
city’s most effective inside scorers, re-
bounders and defenders in the city. 
Hayden averaged 18.1 points per game 
and was a double-double threat in any 

contest he played.  
F Sidney Wilson

St. Raymond 

The super sophomore lived up to all 
the hype. There were some expected 
growing pains, but Wilson proved he 
is one of the area’s most dynamic play-
ers. He can jump out of the gym block 
shots and knock down the three. Wil-
son averaged 14.7 points per game and 
led the Ravens to the CHSAA Archdi-
ocesan fi nal. 

SECOND TEAM
F Cahiem Brown

St. Raymond

The junior did a little bit of every-
thing for the Ravens. Brown got the 
job done if they needed points, key 
rebounds or a big defensive stop. He 
averaged 17.8 points per game for a 
young St. Ray’s squad. 

G George Pena

Monsignor Scanlan

Pena continued to be one of the 
borough’s most explosive players. 
His fearless nature gets the most out 
of his 5-foot-9 frame. The junior aver-
aged 17.4 points per contest and led 
the Crusaders to the CHSAA Class A 
fi nal.  

G Maquis Duboise

Eagle Academy 

The sophomore point guard was a 
force to be reckoned with for Eagles. 
He epitomized being a fl oor general 
by averaging 11.7 points, 4.8 rebounds 
and 7.5 assists during the regular sea-
son and helps his team place second 
in its division. 

G Nukoy Singleton

Mount St. Michael 

Mount was one of the more dan-
gerous team in the CHSAA and lot of 
it had to do with Singlton. The senior 
guard averaged 16.5 points per game 
and is a 1,000 points scorer for his ca-
reer thanks to his excellent handle 
and superb shot. 

G Darryl Williams

Kennedy 

The Knights weren’t going to beat 
you with size, but like Williams they 
could shoot the lights out on any given 
night. The senior averaged 16.1 points 
per game and made 55 3-pointers. He 
shot Kennedy to the PSAL Bronx bor-
ough fi nal. 

HONORABLE MENTION 
F Kevin Dennis, Truman 
F Raykwon Fenton, Holocombe Rucker 
G Baron Goodridge, Cardinal Hayes 
G Kevin Major Samuel Gompers
G Ignacio Matias, DeWitt Clinton 
G Patrick Murray, Fordham Prep 
F Jose Perez, Wings Academy 
G Cameron Pinn Fordham Prep 
F Saquan Singleton, Monsignor Scanlan
G Isaiah Washington, St. Raymond

2015 ALL-BRONX

Boys Basketball Honors

Wings coach Billy Turnage is the 2015 All-Bronx Coach of the Year. Photo by Robert Cole
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On hand to witness the mo-
mentous occasion were Anton’s 
mother and mentor Ms. Jassett 
Founsette, a former track star 
herself, Track Coaches, Darnell 
Gatling and Eddie McElroy, Ath-
letic Director, Mario Valentini 
‘69, and Principal, Bro. Steve 
Schlitte, FMS.

 Penn State is my dream school 
and I’m excited to have this op-
portunity.” said Porter.

 Anton has played a huge role 
in The Mount’s recent success 
at the state level and has been 

named All-American Top 6. Con-
sidered the of fastest student 
athletes in New York, Anton is 
ranked fourth in the Nation af-
ter winning the 200 meter dash 
at the 2015 New Balance Indoor 
Track & Field Nationals on Sat-
urday, March 14, 2015 with a time 
of 21.45. He took 2nd place in both 
the 55 meter with a time of 6.53 
and the 300 meter dash with a 
time of 34.83 at the 2015 Indoor 
Track and Field State Champion-
ships last month.

Anton is state champion in 
the 4 x 200 Relay team. Multiple 

CHSAA Intersectional champion 
in the 55 and 300 meters.

 Indoors rankings:
55 Meters----6.47 --- 2nd state 

championship, #2 in New York 
State

65 Meters----6.93--- 2nd Na-
tional championship emerging 
elite, #1 New York State

200 meters---22.38-- 4th Na-
tional Scholastic - national Cham-
pionship, #7 in the US, #2 New 
York State

300 meters---33.82-- #1 New 
York State

BY STEPHEN ZITOLO
Fieldston’s rough week continued 

with a loss to division rival Poly Prep. 
The Eagles 3-1 Ivy League softball de-

feat last Saturday was supposed to be held 
on the two-time defending NYSAISAA 
champion’s home turf in the Bronx. In-
stead Fieldston’s grass fi eld was deemed 
unplayable. Instead the Eagles were still 
the home team, but at Poly’s fi eld in Bay 
Ridge.

“Obviously it’s a factor,” Fieldston ace 
Temma Levis said. “Poly is the farthest 
fi eld from Fieldston and because of that 
we only had 40 minutes to prepare, op-
posed to our usual hour and 10 minutes 
during weekend home games. We’re just 
not as comfortable here. We defi nitely 
want out home fi eld back.” 

On top of the fi eld troubles, Fieldston 
lost a heartbreaker to Poly Prep and left 
eight runners on base. 

Levis was dominating through the 
fi rst three innings and pitched a rela-
tively incident free game. Poly did break 
through with three runs on three hits 
and an error in the fourth inning. The 3-0 
lead was more then enough for Blue Dev-
ils’ ace Ava O’Mara, who struck out eight.  
She ran into trouble in the sixth and sev-
enth innings, but Fielston (6-1, 2-1) was 
unable to capitalize. 

In the sixth Fieldston loaded the bases 
with one out. Poly (5-0, 3-0) and O’Mara 
got out of it on a wild pitch that resulted 
in the runner getting tagged out at home 

and on an amazing play by second base-
man Sarah Healy. With two outs and the 
bases loaded, a grounder got past Nova 
Stoller at fi rst, but Healy was backing up 
the play and raced to fi rst to beat the run-
ner to the bag. 

O’Mara again loaded the bases  in the 
seventh. This time she did allow one run 
before her teammates stellar defense got 
her out of another jam.  A blooper was hit 

over second base with two outs in the in-
ning, as the runner on third was charg-
ing home Coor reached back and threw a 
strike to home to get the runner out and 
end the game.

Being the two-time defending state 
champions, Fieldston knows it is every-
one’s biggest game and have a target on 
its backs. 

“We come into every game know-

ing that.” Fieldston head coach Stefanie 
Godziewski said. “We hope that we can 
come into every game motivated to play.” 

Fieldston will have another shot at 
taking down Poly this weekend. It is an 
opportunity it is anxiously waiting for. 

“I’m confi dent we can come out next 
Saturday and beat them,” Levis said.

Mount St. Michael Academy La-
crosse star Driton Thaqi has com-
mitted to play Division II Lacrosse 
at Pace University this fall. Before 
signing his letter of intent last fall, 
Tony also considered Dominican 
College, Alderson Broaddus Uni-
versity, Kean University, and The 
College of Mount Saint Vincent.
Position:  FO/MF
College Choice: Pace University
Club Affi liations: NYC Empire, 
Rotten Apples
Lacrosse Honors: Varsity cap-
tain, 2nd team All-League (2013), 
1st team All-League (2014), Highest 
Face-Off percentage in school his-
tory, Empire State Cup gold medal-
ist, Super Sophs

 What will you major in/study? 
Nursing

 Why did you choose Pace? “I 
chose Pace because it is a great fi t 
for me academically and athleti-
cally. I enjoyed the campus visit 
and felt right at home. I also love 
the coaches dedication to bettering 
the players as individuals, and as 
athletes. All around I feel Pace is 
the perfect place for me.”

 Outlook for 2015 HS season? “We 
have a lot of new players to look for-

ward to, including many who have 
just picked up a lacrosse stick. I 
feel we have many dedicated and 
hard-nosed athletes who are will-
ing to put the time in to learn the 
game and help contribute to what I 
hope will be a successful season to 
come.”

“I would like to thank my par-
ents and the Bogle family for their 
on-going support. “My mentor and 
coach Greg Gurenlian for open-
ing doors for me at the face off X, 
and recruiting. Citylax and Head 
Heart Hustle for helping me learn 
the game of lacrosse. Matt Schom-
burg from fogolax who fi rst taught 
me how to face-off. My high school 
coach Joe Capalbo, my club coaches 
Billy Dransfi eld, Mike Collins,and 
Tom Dooley. “Lastly, I’d like to 
thank Coach (Tom) Mariano and 
Coach (Rob) Cornetta for giving me 
the opportunity to play for their 
growing program.”

Mount’s Lacrosse Star 

Driton “Tony” Thaqi 

‘15 signs with Pace

Field change, fourth inning trip up Fieldston against rival Poly

Outfi elder Alexa Mendel just misses the ball and is unable to get an out 
 Gina Palermo Rose Montera hitting home plate for Field-

ston’s lone run against Poly Prep. 
 Photo by Gina Palermo

Mount Track Star, Anton Porter 

‘15 Signs with Penn State
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BY JOSEPH STASZEWSKI
Even successful veteran teams need a 

reminder of just how hard winning can 
be. That’s exactly what the Preston soft-
ball squad received in the early season 
with losses to Archbishop Molloy and a 
rare league defeat to Maria Regina. The 
Panthers, who have lost in three straight 
CHSAA Archdiocesan fi nals, don’t think 
it is a bad thing to face early adversity. 

“It showed us that we still have to 
work for what we want,” senior pitcher 
Julianna Orrico said. 

Classmate and catcher Danielle Kil-
ber, who has missed time with a dislo-
cated fi nger on her throwing hands, said 
the early struggles will actually take 
away some of the pressure this group was 
feeling. They still understand it is their 
last chance to bring home the elusive and 
fi rst title. 

“I feel like we have a little less pres-
sure now,” Kibler said. “We use to have 
those undefeated seasons.”   

If Preston does fi nally claim the cham-
pionship it will do so under a new coach. 
Rachel Mazza left after 16 season to be-
come the head coach at The College of 
New Rochelle. Long-time assistant Frank 
Toscano took over and it has made for a 
smooth transition. He is more than con-
fi dent in the experience group led by 
Kibler, Orrico and fellow seniors Mad-
eline Giannini, Victoria Rivera and Me-
lissa Knecht.

He watched his team bounce back 
from losing to Maria Regina be beating 
defending CHSAA Brooklyn/Queens 
champion St. Francis Prep 3-1 in the 
Bronx last Saturday. Orrico showed an 
improved rise ball while allowing just 
three hits and striking out eight. Out-
fi elder Brianna Rodriguez collected two 
hits and drove in two runs. 

“My girls are veterans,” Toscano 
said. “I’m not worried about these one 
or two games. I know they will turn it 
around. They know what that have to 
do.”

Orrico remains one of the city most 
dominant pitchers and Kibler as feared 
a hitter as any. Giannini’s speed makes 
her weapon on defense and at plate. Ri-
vera provides pop and is the team’s No. 2 
starter. The seniors will need help. Pres-
ton will learn heavily on talented junior 
catcher Bianca Mastropietro, Rodriguez 
and Ashley Puig. The team’s skills and 
athleticism makes many of the pieces in-
terchangeable.     

It is why Preston feels that once ev-
erything gets rolling and Kibler is 
healthy it has all the weapons and the 
experience to earn the school’s fi rst ever 
Archdiocesan crown. 

“We were always a good team and we 
always fell just that little bit short” Or-
rico said. “Now that this is the last year, 
it is really pumping us up. This is really 
our last year possible for it to happen.” 

Preston looking to move past slow start

Preston ace Julianna Orrico struck out eight in a win over St. Francis Prep. 
 Photo by Joseph Staszewski

Pipe Dreams: Redundancy, The Triangle Offense, Under-Grad

discovered during the NCAAs 
that offi cials miss calls. For 
sure, the refs are overmatched. 
But complaints about offi ciat-
ing started about 10 minutes 
after James Naismith tacked 
up his fi rst peach basket. In 
other words, it’s nothing new 
and there’s no real solution.

Dallas Mavericks owner 
Mark Cuban is the latest to 
take a shot at college hoops, 
saying that among other 
things, “the referees couldn’t 
manage a White Castle.” 
Pretty good line, but isn’t this 
the same guy who has been 
fi ned hundreds of thousands 
of dollars for blasting NBA of-
fi cials?

My solution for solving re-
play controversies is to get 
rid of replay altogether. Bas-
ketball did just fi ne before re-
play was introduced as a te-
dious, often badly used tool 
that drags out games and only 
sometimes rectifi es mistakes. 
Why is a missed call in the fi -
nal two minutes automatically 
assumed to be more important 
than a dubious decision ear-
lier in the game?”

The Triangle Offense

Ian Begley (ESPNNY.com) 
wrote: “Some NBA personnel 
question whether the triangle 
fi ts today’s NBA. The offense 
produces a signifi cant amount 
of midrange jump shots -- the 
type of shot top offenses try to 
avoid.

Donnie Walsh, however, is 
a fan of the triangle.

“I think it can bring the 
best out of teams but you have 
to have some patience with it 
so teams can get [the hang] of 
it,” Walsh said.

The Pacers executive left 
New York due in part to a dif-
ference in philosophy with 
owner James Dolan. But he 
said Dolan and Jackson can 
build a winner in New York. 
He has confi dence that Jack-
son will bring in players in 
free agency, though Walsh 
cautioned that New York isn’t 
the big draw that some believe 
it to be.

“That’s one of the most mis-
understood things in the NBA, 
to be honest with you, that 
you can talk a veteran NBA 
player into coming to a city 
just by sitting down with him, 

talking to him and offering 
him the most money,” Walsh 
said. “These guys know what 
they want to do. They have 
their own agendas, and they 
know whether they want to 
go to New York or they don’t 
want to go to New York. And 
there are a lot that want to go 
to New York, so it isn’t like 
there aren’t people out there. 
... I don’t think it’s really up 
to Phil Jackson to talk them 
into it.”

Fisher expanded on his 
quotes, when he stated that he 
thought the Knicks could be a 
63-win team next season.

“I think my point was just 
that whatever it is you need 
in order to make the jump, 
we have it. So we just have to 
make the choices that need to 
be made and commit to the 
process of doing so,” he said. 
“The cap space is there, the 
draft pick will be there un-
fortunately yet fortunately, 
and it’s up to us to do what 
we need to do with it and con-
tinue to work harder and get-
ting better.”

Under-Grad

Scott Ostler (SF Chronicle) 

wrote: “There’s an easy way 
to eliminate the sleazy feel 
of college basketball’s one-
and-done system. Universi-
ties like Kentucky should in-
stitute a one-year bachelor’s 
degree program, so those stu-
dent-athletes can leave with 
diplomas. Let other students 
dawdle and dither for four 
years; these guys will walk 
off with a bachelor’s in Hoo-
ponomics.”

Perry Patter

Dwight Perry (Seattle 
Times) told us about Lou 
Holtz, “Football commentator 
Lou Holtz, to a Notre Dame 
website, on why he’s leaving 
ESPN at age 78: “I’ve been ev-
erywhere except to bed. I’ve 
spoken to everybody except 
my wife. Somebody said, ‘Do 
you ever go anywhere where 
people don’t recognize you?’ I 
said, ‘Home.”

Age Is Relative

A 32-year old MLB player 
is just entering his prime 
earning years while an NBA 
player, at 32, is considered to 
be advancing in years. You 
don’t see that many 40-year 
old guys in the NBA.

from Page 79
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fi sh to swim around the dam. 
An improved canoe por-

tage was also  incorporated 
into the construction of the 
passage to facilitate boating 
on the Bronx River Blueway, 
open to recreational kayakers 
and canoeists.

Because fi sh haven’t been 
upstream for more than a cen-
tury, Marit said the process 
of fi sh spawning north of the 
dam will start slowly and by 
accident as fi sh fi nd their way 
through the  passage.

“In the long run, we hope 
we’ll have hundreds of fi sh 
coming up the river,” she 
said.

Progress in the passage 
will be monitored by video 
and a fi sh counter, and the 
parks department can inter-

Bronx River herring habitat restored
From page 1

vene and jump-start the pro-
cess if needed.

The project is the fi rst of its 
kind in the city, said Larson, 
and is the fi rst effort to get the 
fi sh back into the city’s  larg-
est freshwater stream.

“It’s really an action that 
we hope will maximize the 
ecological health of the Bronx 
River,” she said.

The effort will continue 
with two more fi sh passages 
planned for dams further up 
the Bronx River in the next 
several years, as well as the 
creation of a passage specifi -
cally for the American Eel, 
another species that has been 
absent from the waterway as 
of late.

The $1.87 million project 
was made possible in part 
thanks to major funding and 
support from Congressman 

José E. Serrano through the 
Wildlife Conservation Soci-
ety’s National Oceanic and 
Atmospheric Administration 
Lower Bronx River Partner-
ship, Borough President  Ru-
ben Diaz, the Environmental 
Protection Agency, the New 
York State Department’s En-
vironmental Protection Fund, 
and the National Fish and 
Wildlife Foundation. 

“Thanks to the hard work 
of NYC Parks’ Natural Re-
sources Group and the Bronx 
River Alliance’s dedicated 
team of scientists, fi sh will 
be able to reach an ideal habi-
tat that was once off limits to 
spawn a next generation – a 
great sign of the resiliency of 
the Bronx River,” said NYC 
Parks Commissioner Mitchell 
J. Silver, FAICP.  

The new fi sh passage at River Park allows river herring to swim upstream around the East 182nd Street dam. 
 Photo courtesy of NYC Parks
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or any other type of housing, we 
are constantly fi ghting for more 
parking spaces,” said Chirico.  

The DCP states in the pro-
posal that “the cost of pro-
viding off-street parking can 
hamper the production of af-
fordable housing” and that by 
2040, there will be many more 
seniors living here. 

A DCP spokesman stated 
that the proposal is looking 
to make changes to the Zon-
ing Resolution, a master docu-
ment that regulates city zon-
ing, in specifi c ways. 

“It makes specifi c, targeted 
changes to the shape build-
ings are allowed to take, but 
doesn’t change zoning dis-
tricts mapped within neigh-
borhoods,” he stated. 

With affordable senior 
housing, nothing in the pro-
posal restricts that inclusion 

Zero parking for seniors
From page 1

of parking, he stated. 
To view the a presentation 

of the plan online, visit:www.
nyc.gov/html/dcp/pdf/zon-
ing-qa/presentation_0215.pdf

Comments on the draft pro-
posal will be accepted through 
Thursday, April 30. Written 
comments can be sent to Rob-
ert Dobruskin, Director, En-
vironmental Assessment and 
Review Division, New York 
City Department of City Plan-
ning, 22 Reade Street, 4E, New 
York, New York 10007 or be 
emailed to AHOUSING@plan-
ning.nyc.gov.

DCP will also provide dis-
trict-specifi c information to 
the community boards, so 
they can see how the propos-
als affect their communities. 

Ken Kearns, Community 
Board 10 district manager, 
said that the plan focuses 
more on areas with a “prepon-

derance of multi-family dwell-
ings.” He added that CB 10 
would comment. 

Much of CB 10 is low-rise, 
and the DCP spokesman said 
the proposal would not affect 
one- and two-family zones. 

The public engagement is 
welcome news to activist John 

Doyle, leader of an east Bronx 
citizen’s committee studying 
traffi c and transportation in-
frastructure, who noted that 
Mayor de Blasio ran on a plat-
form of grassroots planning.  

“There should be a greater 
engagement from DCP with 
community-based organiza-

tions,” he said. 
According to a published 

report, community boards 
from around Queens have 
concerns about the parking 
requirement, and have ex-
pressed the same concerns as 
leaders in the east Bronx com-
munity.

Senior housing developments in communities like Pelham Bay could see a change in zoning requirements 
under a de Blasio administration plan. This building, at 1870 Pelham Parkway South in Pelham Bay, was the site 
of several senior housing proposals before being put to an alternate use. 
 Community News Group/Photo by Patrick Rocchio
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^Covers only scheduled oil changes with filter, tire rotations and 27 point inspections, according to your vehicle's recommended maintenance schedule for up to 2 years or 24,000 miles, whichever comes first. Does not include air filters. Maximum of 4 service
events. See participating dealer for other restrictions and complete details. †Whichever comes first, from date of purchase. See participating dealer for limited warranty details.*Price(s) include all costs to be paid by consumer, except for licensing costs,
registration fees & taxes. ^Cannot be combined with any other offers. To qualified buyers. Photos are illustrative only. Prices may vary. See dealer for details. Offers end 4/30/15. NYCDCA#0927744, DMVFAC#7070432 ©2015 BOCPARTNERS.COM

3211 EAST TREMONT AVE., BRONX, NY
SHOWROOM HOURS: MON-THURS:9-8 • FRI:9-7 • SAT:9-5 888.293.8472

For a full listing of our outstanding Certified 
Pre-Owned and Pre-Owned vehicles visit:

YOUR QUALITY
PRE-OWNED

SUPER CENTER!
AutoGroup

2-YEAR/
24,000-MILE^

CPO SCHEDULED 
MAINTENANCE PLAN

12-MONTH/
12,000-MILE†

BUMPER-TO-BUMPER 
WARRANTY

POWERTRAIN
LIMITED 

WARRANTY

172-POINT
VEHICLE INSPECTION
AND RECONDITIONING

PROCESS

Every Certified Pre-Owned Vehicle Comes With Owner Care, Featuring:

$22,991
LIKE NEW!

$14,991
SUPER CLEAN!

2014 Chevrolet Malibu 2LT ..............................$18,391
White, 2.5L, I4, FWD, Auto, Stk#8826U, 28,922mi. 

2012 Subaru Legacy 2.5i Limited ............$18,491
Graphite Gray, 2.5L, I4, AWD, Auto CVT, Stk#8810U, 25,840mi.

2010 Honda CR-V EX ..............................................$18,492
Tango Red Pearl, 2.4L, I4, FWD, Auto, Stk#8777U, 19,265mi.

2014 Buick Verano.......................................................$18,883
Carbon Black Metallic, 2.4L, I4, FWD, Auto, Stk#, 5,934mi.

2008 Jeep Wrangler Sahara 4x4...............$18,994
Red Rock Crystal Pearl, 3.8L, V6, 4WD, Auto, Stk#8721U, 53,275mi.

2012 Subaru Outback 3.6R Limited.....$21,994
Ice Silver Metallic, 3.6L, V6, AWD, Auto, Stk#8711U, 35,759mi.

2014 Chevrolet Equinox.......................................$24,991
Black, 2.4L, I4, AWD, Auto, Stk#8813U, 21,055mi.

2014 Chevrolet Silverado LTZ Crew Cab 4x4 ....$37,991
Blue Topaz Metallic, 5.3L, V8, 4WD, Auto, 30,779mi.

S
P

R
IN

G
 IN

TO SAVING
S

SALES E

V
E

N
T

$13,995

Summit White, 1.4L, I4, Auto, FWD, Stk#8706U, 19,270mi.
2014 Chevy Cruze LT

Silver Ice Metallic, 3.6L, V6, FWD, Auto, Stk#8811U, 38,153mi.
2014 Chevy Impala LT Limited

Onyx Black, 2.4L, I4, Auto, AWD, Stk#8815U, 36,002mi.

$16,494
LOADED!

Quicksilver Metallic, 3.6L, V6, FWD, Auto, Stk#8716U, 46,877mi.
2010 Buick LaCrosse CXS 2013 GMC Terrain SLE

GREAT MPG!
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