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Heastie
named
Assembly
speaker

BY PATRICK ROCCHIO

The Bronx has its first New
York State Assembly Speaker in
Assemblyman Carl Heasite.

The north Bronx assembly-
man, described by colleagues as
a quiet and thoughtful man, was
elected to the position on Tuesday,
February 3.

The post is widely described as
one of the three most powerful po-
sitions in state government, along
with the senate president and the
governor.

Heastie replaces former As-
sembly Speaker Sheldon Silver,
who is facing federal criminal
charges and relinquished the role
after consulting with assembly
members.

“I am proud of the vigorous de-
bate and discussion among all of
my colleagues that brought us to
today,” said Heastie a day before
his election.

Heastie is also its first African-
American leader. Heastie has been
the chairman of Bronx Democratic
Party since the Rainbow Coalition
ousted longtime chairman Assem-
blyman Jose Rivera.

Other candidates gradually
dropped out of the running in the
days before his election. Among
the other members who were run-
ning earlier on in the process were
assemblymembers Keith Wright
of Manhattan, Jospeh Lentol of
Brooklyn, Catherine Nolan of
Queens, and Joseph Morelle of the
Rochester, NY region.

Colleagues in both the upper
and lower chamber of the New
York State Legislature - the senate
and assembly - said that Heastie is
low-key, and not flashy.

Assemblyman Michael Bene-
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MONTE, AECOM

WORK S$S DEAL
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v It Ain't

snow...Again!!

Danny Popstu of Waterbury-Lasalle finished digging out of last week's
snow on Sunday, February 1, to prepare for Monday's storm.
Photo by Laura Stone

BY PATRICK ROCCHIO

The financial instability of
Yeshiva University, the institu-
tion that operates the Einstein
College of Medicine, has been
tentatively addressed.

The school’s medical stu-
dents, concerned about possi-
ble cuts to the graduate college
and its research programs, ral-
lied on the campus on Tuesday,
February 3 to call for an agree-
ment between Montefiore and
AECOM due to Yeshiva Univer-
sity’s ongoing budget crises.

At the time of the rally, the
dean of the college of medicine,
Dr. Allen Spiegel, announced
that all parties were very close
to a deal, but a statement re-
leased later in the day indicated
a deal had been negotiated by
AECOM, Yeshiva, and Mon-

tefiore jointly.

AECOM has been affiliated
with Montefiore for more than
50 years.

The framework of the agree-
ment, which will be subject to
regulatory approval, appears to
have been cemented.

It creates a joint entity of
both Montefiore and the Man-
hattan-based Yeshiva, with
Montefiore gradually assum-
ing responsibility for the day-
to-day operations and financial
management of both Einstein’s
operations and its faculty, and
Yeshiva remaining the degree-
granting institution with an
important role in educational
aspects of the medical college.

“The Boards of Trustees of
Montefiore Health System and

Continued on Page 4

Burke Ave. CVS
plans to be rebuild

BY JAIME WILLIAMS

One local drugstore is rising
from the ashes.

The Burke Avenue CVS
where the roof collapsed almost
a year ago is being rebuilt, CVS
confirmed.

OnFebruary 19,2014, theroof
at the CVS caved in, followed
by the side-walls. The handful
of employees and customers in
the store that day all got out of

the building unharmed.

But the building could not
be saved, and the Department
of Buildings ordered that it be
demolished immediately. The
lot at the corner of White Plains
Road has been vacant since.

Some locals had concerns
at the time that the loss of the
store would create a hardship
for seniors trying to get their

Continued on Page 15
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Bronx students are face of Verizon app

BY JAIME WILLIAMS

A group of Bronx stu-
dents have become the
face of Verizon’s national
campaign during Black
History Month, designed
to get minority students
interested in science, tech-
nology, engineering and
mathematics careers.

The six students are in-
spiring others after each
achieved successes of their
own—the team from Bronx
Academy of Promise was a
winner of Verizon’s Inno-
vative App Challenge in
2013.

While in 6th grade, the
team created a mobile ap-
plication to help students
learn math skills. They
used a Greek mythology
theme to make the multi-
level learning program
more interesting and fun.
The project was named the
best in the state, and one of
the top ten in the nation.

Now in 8th grade, the
award-winning students
have gained confidence
and become leaders in
their school, said principal
Catherine Jackvony.

Civil rights photos at Bronx Music Heritage Center

BY JAIME WILLIAMS

Imagesofthe CivilRights
Movement are currently on
display at the Bronx Music
Heritage Center, a cultural
initiative of the Women’s
Housing and Economic De-
velopment Corp.

The exhibit, called ‘The
60’s: Decade of Change,’ is a
collection of photographer’s
Benedict J. Fernandez’s
work capturing social un-
rest at the time. The exhibit
was curated by the Bronx
Documentary Center.

The collection of Fer-
nandez’s photographs illus-
trate an important chapter
of American history, said
Elena Martinez, artistic di-
rector of the Bronx Music
Heritage Center.

“It’s fitting for Black His-
tory Month,” said Martinez.

The timing is also rel-
evant to the renewed sense
of activism that the coun-
try has seen this year, said
Michael Kamber, founder of
the center.

“This exhibit fits in per-
fectly,” he said.

The challenge was in-
troduced to the school by
a teacher who found the
contest online, and the
school formed two teams
of interested students who
came in early, stayed late
after school, and worked
on weekends to complete
the project.

The winning team—
made up of King Lewis,
Michael Bonnah, Rokia
Sissoko, Jhony Flores,
Samuel Owusu and Sherly
Quezada—were some of
the quietest kids in school,
said Jackvony. But they
came out of their shells
while designing and creat-
ing the app.

“Watching them work
together was very reward-
ing,” she said.

Creating the app
sparked a real interest in
technology and design for
some of the students, in-
cluding Quezada. She is in-
terested in pursuing more
knowledge as she heads
to a competitive boarding
school in the fall.

“You can do a lot with
it,” she said about the sub-

Fernandez, an Italian-
Puerto Rican born and
raised in East Harlem, was
one of the most important
photographers of the 60s,
said Kamber, although over
the years he has not re-
ceived the same level of rec-
ognition as others.

“To me, he is one of the
all-time greatest protest
photographers,” said Kam-
ber.

Exhibit-goers can expect
to encounter beautiful and
powerful photographs that
depict a wide range of mo-
ments in the sixties. While
many of the photos depict
the Civil Rights Movement
of Martin Luther King, Jr.,
other show protests over the
Vietnam War and other so-
cial events.

“They’ll see one of the
greatest chronicles of ac-
tivism in our country’s his-
tory,” said Kamber.

The photos also range in
tone, said Martinez, with
some capturing intimate
moments and others dis-
turbing displays of racism.

ject.

Winning the challenge
also gave the team the con-
fidence to aim higher with
their personal goals.

The experience helped
Sissoko muster the cour-
age torun for student coun-
cil president, and win.

“I thought I could do
more,” she said.

Through the process of
collaborating on the proj-
ect, the team learned to
trust their own ideas and
speak up more. Before the
project, Bonnah said he
used to consider himself a
follower.

“Now I'm a leader and
younger Kkids look up to
me,” he said.

The success of the team
has had an effect on other
at Bronx Academy of
Promise over the past two
years.

“The students in the
younger grades believe
anything is possible,” said
Jackvony.

But the students hope
that Verizon’s ‘Potential Of
Us’ campaign, which will
appear on television, on-

..

Ateam of students from Bronx Academy of Promise who won the Verizon Innovative App Challenge in
2013 are the faces of a Verizon's national Black History Month campaign, entitled ‘Potential of Us'. Back
row (I to r): King Lewis, Michael Bonnah and Rokiatou Sissoko. Front row (I to r): Jhony Flores, Samuel

Owusu and Sherly Quezada.

Photo courtesy of Verizon

line and in print, will help
other young students try
to accomplish things they
didn’t previously think
were possible.

“I hope the commer-
cial will inspire people to
do what me and my peers
did,” said Flores.

“The achievements

e

From ‘The 60's: Decade of Change,’ exhibit of Benedict J. Fernan-
dez Photography presented by the Bronx Music Heritage Center.
Dr. Martin Luther King, Jr. with his daughter Bonnie at Ebenezer
Baptist Church. Atlanta, Georgia, February 1968.

© Benedict J. Fernandez

“People get to see all
sides of the story,” she said.
Martinez said she hopes
the exhibit is both educa-

tional and entertaining.

“I think it’s important to
see this history in an engag-
ing and interesting way,”

made by the team of stu-
dents from the Bronx
Academy of Promise that
won the Verizon Innova-
tive App Challenge per-
fectly represents Verizon’s
‘Potential of Us’ Black His-
tory Month national adver-
tising campaign,” said An-
drew Testa, PR manager,

" .\. i ”_
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Verizon Wireless, New
York Metro Region. “This
contest helped them to re-
alize their passion and un-
leashed their potential for
greatness. That’s the es-
sence of this campaign.”

Videos of the students
can be viewed at potentia-
lofus.com.

A |

Solidarity march honoriq Dr. Martin Luther King, Jr. after his as-
sassination. Memphis, Tennessee, April 6,1968.

© Benedict J. Fernandez

said Martinez.

And even if many are
well versed in the history of
the Civil Rights Movement,
Fernandez’s photos will be
new to them.

Most of the 38 photos
have not been exhibited
much in recent years, and

some have never been seen
before, said Kamber.

The free exhibit will be
open on Mondays, Tuesdays
and Thursdays, from 2:30
to 7:30 p.m. through April
3 at the Bronx Music Heri-
tage Center, 1303 Louis Niné
Boulevard.



SoBro wins grant from Competltzon THRIVE

BY SIEVEN GUUDSIEIN

The south Bronx is witnessing more posi-
tive development every day, and the city has
taken notice.

On Tuesday, January 13, the NYC Eco-
nomic Development Corporation announced
the South Bronx Overall Economic Develop-
ment Corporation as the winner of the third
annual CompetitionToHelpReachImmigrant
Ventures and Entrepreneurs (THRIVE), and
as a result, SoBro was awarded $100,000.

The grand prize was given to SoBro just
about six months after the organization re-
ceived $25,000 of seed funding from NYCEDC
for being one of the five finalists in the first
round of Competition THRIVE back in July,
along with the Business Outreach Center
Network (BOC Network), the National Com-
munity Reinvestment Coalition (NCRC), the
Urban Justice Center/Street Vendor Project
and the Working World.

Competition THRIVE was started to chal-
lenge organizations to develop proposals that
promote opportunities of growth for New
York City’s immigrant-entrepreneurial com-
munity.

SoBro will do just that - providing as-
sistance and support to over 40 immigrant
restaurant owners in the Bronx and upper
Manhattan, as part of their newly launched
program, the United Business Cooperative.

The idea of UBC originated last year, after
small immigrant-owned food retailers in the
Bronx discussed the challenges of complying

with increasing government regulations tor
restaurants, along with the disproportion-
ally high costs for deliveries and purchases of
merchandise and produce when being com-
pared to their competition with stronger bar-
gaining power.

These occurring issues proved that retail-
ers would benefit from collaborative market-
ingandtrainingefforts, including technology
upgrades, regulatory compliance assistance
and workforce skill training.

“Immigrant entrepreneurs often face
difficult and unique hurdles when trying to
startand grow their businesses, and with pro-
grams like Competition THRIVE we are dem-
onstrating our commitment to supporting the
immigrant communities and businesses that
are vital to a sustainably growing economy,”
said EDC spokesperson Christopher Carroll.
“SoBro has an extremely strong track record
of helping immigrant small businesses start,
grow and flourish in the Bronx, and we look
forward to watching them continue to pro-
vide economic opportunities and increased
potential to all New Yorkers.”

SoBro was both honored to be recognized
by the EDC for their efforts.

“When we received both awards from
EDC, it showed that the city put their trust
in us to assist other businesses,” said Donna
Davis, director of resource development and
communications for SoBro. help businesses.”

UBC isn’'t the only project that SoBro
is currently involved in. Last month, two

(I-r) Three south Bronx restaurant owners with Jamila Diaz, assistant vice president of community de-
velopment for SoBro, and Conor McCarthy, director of entrepreneurial development for SoBro before

presenting their proposal to NYCEDC on Tuesday, January 13.

Photo courtesy of SoBro

of SoBro’s partner organizations, No Lon-
ger Empty and Neighborhood Plaza Part-
nership, were honored at a Neighborhood
Challenge Initiative for their creative and
impacting economic development and re-
vitalization projects in their communities.
NPP was awarded $100,000 and NLE was
granted $60,000.

Now $125,000 richer in funding over the

Werrm Their Hearts With Something Specidl...

past six months, SoBro will continue to work
with businesses that need assistance with is-
sues involving credit, office space and work-
shops.

Helping Bronx businesses and residents
since 1972, the non-for-profit organization
could not be happier that the city has rec-
ognized SoBro’s dedication to their commu-
nity.
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Carl Heastie named to replace Silver

From Page 1

detto said that Heastie has
slowly gained the respect of
his colleagues in the years
he has been in office.

Heastie was first elected
in 2000, and represents the
83rd Assembly district, a
slice of the north Bronx that
including parts of Wakefield
and Williamsbridge, Bay-
chester and Easthchester.

“He is a a good listener;
he hears what you have to
say,” said Benedetto, adding
“I think he will have a nice,
steady hand in the speaker-
ship.”

Benedetto said that as
the process of finding a new
speaker unfolded, many of
his colleagues got to know
Heastie better and were im-
pressed by him.

Senator Jeff Klein added
that he sees Speaker Heastie
as someone who is goal-
oriented, and said he has
always been impressed by
his ability to bring people
together and build coali-
tions. Heastie is sometimes
viewed as being very seri-
ous, said Klein.

“He likes to listen to peo-
ple and implement a game
plan to get it done,” said
Klein, adding “he is some-

Assemblyman Carl Heastie

one who is very respectful
to his colleagues, a good
listener, and a straight-
shooter.”

Friend and former col-
league in the assembly
Borough President Ruben
Diaz, Jr. noted the signifi-
cance of electing Speaker
Heastie during Black His-
tory Month.

“Speaker Heastie is the
first African-American to
hold this position, as well
as the first-ever Bronx resi-
dent,” said Diaz. “The im-
pact of Speaker Heastie’s
trailblazing path to the

speakership cannot be un-
derstated. ”

DiazbelievesthatHeastie
will be a strong partner and
a great advocate for the
needs of New York City, the
borough president stated.

The chair of the Bronx
Assembly delegation, As-
sembly Jeff Dinowtiz, be-
lieves that skills Heastie
honed as the chairman of
the Bronx Democratic Party
will serve him well in his
new role.

“As chair of the Bronx
Democratic Party, Carl has
proven tobeafair, inclusive,
and effective leader who un-
derstands that working col-
laboratively is more impor-
tant than claiming credit,”
said Dinowitz. “I have no
doubt that he will have a
similarly effective approach
as leader of our Democratic
conference and Speaker of
the Assembly.”

A Heastie spokesman
said the assemblyman
would step down from his
post as Bronx Democratic
County chairman. As of
press time, a source famil-
iar with borough politics
said a successor to Heastie
in the Bronx chair’srole has
not been chosen.

Assemblyman Carl Heastie (I) and Borough President Ruben Diaz Jr, when Diaz was an assemblyman,
Photo courtesy of Borough President Diaz's office

in Albany

Einstein Medical College students (I-r) Dayle Hodge, Richard Piszczatowski, Ruth Howe, Alyssa Casill,

Kim Hammond and Angelo Landriscina were at the student rally outside the Block Pavilion in support
of an Einstein and Montefiore merger.

Photo by Silvio Pacifico

Monte, AECOM work $$ deal

From Page 1

Yeshiva University an-
nounced today that they
have agreed on the prin-
cipal terms of an agree-
ment with respect to the
Albert Einstein College of
Medicine,” read the state-
ment. “While subject to
final documentation and
regulatory approval, the
parties are proud to con-
tinue their long-standing
relationship as part of
Einstein’s future as a top-
tier medical school and
research institution.”

The statement con-
tinued: “The agreement
deepens the bonds be-
tween Montefiore and Ein-
stein, further integrates
the institutions’ faculty,
students, and staff, and
aligns operations to best
advance science and med-
icine.”

Word of the negotia-
tions was made public
in May 2014, but now the
framework has been ac-
cepted. Final details
should be forthcoming,
according to the state-

ment.

The news does not
come soon enough for
the students, with more
than 100 rallying in front
of 1301 Morris Park Av-
enue calling for a closer
partnership that they be-
lieve would shore up the
AECOMs finances and
protect staffing, opera-
tions, and basic science
research at the facility.

“We were excited to
see the turnout by the
students,” said one of the
rally’s speakers, second
year Ph.D. student Alyssa
Casill.

“It is not specifically
clear what would happen,
but we knew that the grad-
uate division would be
taking some kind of hit,”
explained one of the stu-
dent leaders, second year
Ph.D. Kim Hammond,
who spoke at the rally. She
said that the news of a ten-
tative deal gave her hope.

Important for many in
the local community, jobs
which might have other-
wise been cut, may now

remain.

“Einstein itself is a
huge economic driver for
the Bronx,” said student
Dayle Hodge, president
of the AECOM MD-Ph.D.
student council. “There
are a lot of people em-

ployed here.”
Medical student An-
gelo Landriscina said

he was more hopeful af-
ter hearing the news of a
tentative agreement, add-
ing that since a medical
teaching colleges pres-
tige is determined by how
much research is going
on, cuts to faculty and sci-
ence research would de-
cease the prestige of his
degree (if finances caused
cutbacks).

“Basic science is very
important to advancing
one’s career as a physi-
cian,” he said.

The less financing,
the less staff and faculty,
and the less research and
prestige, he explained.

Yeshiva’s budget debt
reached $150 million last
year.
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BY PATRICK ROCCHIO

The Locus Point Civic
Association has a new
leader.

Joseph Donovan, 51,
who grew up in the tight-
knit Locust Point commu-
nity and now lives there
with his family, has been
elected as the new presi-
dent of its civic associa-
tion.

Donovan, a retired
New York City Firefighter,
returned to his roots, mov-
ing back to the community
a year and a half ago from
County Longford, Ireland,
where he ran a bed and
breakfast with his wife
Suzanne in what was once
a castle.

Shortly after return-
ing, he volunteered at the
civic association, and was
rapidly made aboard mem-
ber. He is now taking over
the mantle of president
from Al Belifiore, who will
remain on the board.

“There seems to be a lot
of momentum right now,”
said Donovan of the civic,
adding that it has come
back to life after a period
of dormancy following
Superstorm Sandy, which
walloped the seaside com-
munity.

Among his goals are
improvements to the
LPCA building on Tierney
Place, fighting over-devel-
opment, and looking into
how to go about obtain-
ing a permit to reopen the
beach behind the civic’s
building.

Inside the civic build-
ing, he is planning on pur-
suing improvements with
his board to upgrade the
kitchen, with the instal-
lation of some commer-
cial-grade or high-quality
cooking equipment, and
also renovating the build-
ing’s bathrooms.

He is also helping to
coordinate a community-
wide effort to express the
hamlet’s deep opposition
to a proposed zoning vari-
ance for a developer on
Longstreet Avenue. The

=
=
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Joseph Donovan

developer is claiming
hardship, and asking the
community’s blessing to
build 5 two-family homes
with a zoning variance.

“If it is something that
needs the neighborhood’s
blessing, I just don’t see it
happening,” said Donovan
about the proposed Long-
street Avenue zoning vari-
ance.

He added that while the
community does not like
to see anyone, including
the developer, lose money
on investments, this some-
times is unavoidable.

“This is the major
concern of our neighbor-
hood.” said Donovan.
“They feel that (the houses
built with the variance)
would be a detriment for
our community just from
the stand point of overde-
velopment.”

He said the reopening
the beach would be a fan-
tastic goal for the com-
munity to have. Renewing
the permit has run into

red tape for environmen-
tal reasons, but Donovan
added that he swims regu-
larly near where the beach
is located, and the wa-
ter there has never been
cleaner in his opinion.

Among Donovan’s
other goals are reviving
the annual Locust Point
Labor Day parade, hold-
ing recreation events with
neighboring civic associa-
tions, and offering more
opportunities for build-
ing a sense of community
within Locust Point.

Being active in the
LPCA is a family trait,
said Donovan, with his
mother serving as an or-
ganization secretary for
years. Donovan is also
a member of the Locust
Point Yacht Club.

He is excited to be liv-
ing with his wife and
three children in Locust
Point once again.

“We found Heaven on
the water in the Bronx,”
he said.
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Vacca derides St. Theresa's
perimeter tree plantings

The Parks Department forestry unit planted these trees recently. They directly abut the property of
St. Theresa School in Pelham Bay on St. Theresa Avenue near Mayflower Avenue, away from the curb.

Photo courtesy of Councilman Vacca's office

BY PATRICK ROCCHIO

Two recently planted street trees have
a local elected official squaring off with the
Parks Department.

St. Theresa School’s principal reached
out to Councilman James Vacca after a cou-
ple of street trees were planted along the pe-
rimeter of their fence, instead of at the curb,
on St. Theresa Avenue between Pilgrim and
Mayflower avenues.

While they are rare, multiple sources
said that street trees are sometimes planted
along the property line adjacent to the side-
walk, instead of at the curb, when sidewalks
are wide enough.

“It is quite ridiculous,” said Josephine
Fanelli, school principal, who added that she
has no problem with trees being planted, but
that she can see no ‘rhyme or reason’ as to
why the trees were planted where they were.

The principal said she believes that even-
tually the tree roots could grow under the
school’s gate. At that point, dealing with any
ramifications would become the school’s re-
sponsibility.

She added that she feels there is “a double
standard” because the city decides to plant
street trees, but property owners sometimes
get left with the headaches they create.

The saplings were planted along a fence
that encloses a three-foot grassy area that
separates the school’s gym from the sidewalk,
she said.

That grassy landscaped area makes the lo-
cation ideal for the new tree roots to take hold,
helping the overall health and longevity of the
trees, read a Parks Department statement.

“We took special care in the design of these
planting sites and all plantings are done in ac-
cordance with citywide tree planting regula-
tions,” read a Parks Department statement.

“Locations against lawns, such as those
along St. Theresa Avenue in front of the
school, increase available rooting space, wa-
ter absorption and protect the trees from
opening car doors, other vehicular damage,
and excessive road salt.”

The Parks Department added that utility
wires located near the planting sites on St.

Councilman James Vacca's chief of staff Michael
Rivadeneyra and Councilman Vacca stand next to
one of the trees planted away from the curb on
St. Theresa Avenue.

Photo courtesy of Councilman Vacca's office

Theresa Avenue are communication and data
lines, and do not pose any safety hazard re-
sulting from branch interference.

“The electric lines for the school are
marked as being below ground and careful
site selection was used to ensure these lines
were avoided when tree planting occurred,”
the statement concluded.

Vacca believes that planting the trees next
to the property line impedes pedestrian traf-
fic and sets a precedent he is not fond of be-
cause any homeowner could find a street tree
right next to their fence.

“The city is planting these trees all over
the place, but trees are always planted at the
curb,” said Vacca, adding that this is the case
99.9% of the time.

The councilman said he is asking the
Parks Department to reconsider the tree
plantings.

This type of planting may be uncommon,
but it is not without precedent.

A similar situation can be found at Boston
Market, located at 3371 E. Tremont Avenue,
where some trees were also planted along the
property line, not at the curb.

Senator Jeff Klein poses with the Bronx H.I.R.E. Security Guard Training Course graduates at Olinville

Arms Inc. on Wednesday, February 4.

Photo courtesy of Senator Jeff Klein's office

Klein’s H.I.R.E. graduates
readied as security guards

BY STEVEN GOODSTEIN

Employees are usually hired after they
graduate. In this case, the graduation fol-
lows a hire.

On Wednesday, February 4, Senator Jeff
Klein honored graduates of the first Bronx
H.I.R.E. (Help Identify Real Employment)
Security Guard Training Course at Olin-
ville Arms Inc. on 3356 White Plains Road.

At the ceremony, Klein announced that
all of the graduates would have the oppor-
tunity to immediately interview with Grif-
fin Security Services Inc., who is currently
looking to fill more than 150 open security
guard positions.

“Griffin Security Services is proud
to partner with Senator Klein’s office to
connect hardworking, job-ready individu-
als with employment opportunities like
this one,” said Shaunte Sullivan, human
resources manager at Griffin Security
Services Inc. “By leveraging resources
through public and private, big and small
partnerships, we are moving our residents
and our businesses forward.”

Bronx H.I.R.E. intends to focus on skills
training, development assistance and job
placements for its candidates. Through
the dynamic jobs program, Klein and the
Bronx Chamber of Commerce provided
training to the local community at no cost.

As a result of this preparation, partici-
pants in the pre-assignment training com-
pleted the three-day course and are now li-
censed and ready for employment.

“We are thankful for Senator Klein’s
funding, which invests in the Bronx work-
force,” said Michelle Dolgow Cristofaro,
H.ILR.E. administrator and Bronx Cham-
ber of Commerce chief-of staff. “Today is a
great example of how Bronx H.I.R.E. pro-
vides our future employees with the nec-
essary skill sets and certifications for the
present day workplace.”

It is clear that Klein and the Bronx

| want to congratulate

the fine men and women
who graduated with
their security guard
license today, and |

look forward to working
together to connect

them with good-paying

jobs in the community.

Jeff Klein
Senator

Chamber of Commerce share the same
vision - to improve the borough’s overall
employment statistics.

“The Bronx consistently has one of the
highest unemployment rates in the state
and with this dynamic program, we are
working hard to change that,” said Klein.
“This program works to ensure that each
and every job seeker has the chance at
real employment, and the opportunity to
hone their skills through certificate pro-
grams, one-on-one training and more.”

“I want to congratulate the fine men
and women who graduated with their
security guard license today, and I look
forward to working together to connect
them with good-paying jobs in the com-
munity.”

To learn more or to enroll in Bronx
H.I.R.E., go to www.bronxchamber.org.



“Tax preparer’ arrested during tax season

BY STEVEN GOODSTEIN

Tax season is upon us, and because
of arecent arrest, this might be the ap-
propriate time to remind our readers
to be mindful of who prepares their
taxes taxes.

On Monday, January 26, Attor-
ney General Eric T. Schneiderman
and New York State Department of
Taxation and Finance Commissioner
Thomas H. Mattox announced the ar-
rest of 48-year old Bronx resident Raul
Kelley on three alleged felony charges,
including tax fraud, filing a false per-
sonal income tax return and trying to
steal tax refunds, resulting from his
business as a tax preparer.

More specifically, Kelley, who al-
legedly filed at least two false returns,
was arrested for criminal tax fraud in
the fourth degree, offering a false in-
strument for filing in the first degree
and attempted grand larceny in the
third degree, all class E felonies.

The investigation further reveals
that Kelley, who was believed to have
operated a business and worked on
tax returns from his home address on
1019 E. 222nd Street, had been hired to
prepare personal income tax returns
for two taxpayers and file it with New
York State, despite not being regis-
tered as a tax preparer with the state.

Raul Kelley , 48, of the Bronx was recently arrest-
ed on three alleged felony charges, including tax
fraud, filing a false personal income tax return
and trying to steal tax refunds.

Photo courtesy of the New York State Department of
Taxation and Finance

According to the complaint, Kel-
ley allegedly grossly inflated the two
taxpayers’ job expenses in 2012 from

$1,500 to over $97,000, resulting in the
tax return claiming a refund of almost
$4,500, an amount the taxpayers were
not entitled.

Residents need to be careful when
choosing the individual to prepare
their tax returns.

“We recommend that taxpayers
should ask questions about qualifi-
cations, cost, signing returns as well
as refunds regarding the filing of tax
returns to avoid being victims,” said
Cary B. Ziter, public information
spokesperson for the New York State
Department of Taxation and Finance.

“Is the tax preparer registered
with the IRS and NY Tax Department?
How many years of experience do they
have? What kind of recent professional
education courses have they taken?
These are all qualification questions
that the tax preparer should be asked
prior to filing one’s taxes.”

Ziter’s additional advice also in-
cluded asking to see a ‘fee schedule’,
making sure the cost will be based on
services provided, not the amount of
the refund, and explained that a re-
fund should never get deposited into a
preparer’s bank account, the taxpayer
should ask to receive a direct deposit
and if they don’t have a bank account,
they should obtain a debit card.

“Many people have the tendency to
go to alocal person to have their taxes
filed,” said Richard Ernst, Deputy
Commissioner and Attorney for the
New York State Department of Taxa-
tion and Finance.

“When searching for a tax pre-
parer, it is important to check their
background, experience and prior
training before letting them file your
taxes. It is also important to choose
somebody who is trustworthy, be-
cause they will be the person you will
have to trust with the most private in-
formation, such as your social secu-
rity number.”

Ernst added that 70% percent of
New York residents filed their taxes
using services of a tax return pre-
parer last year.

He offerd the following advice to
avoid false or fraudulent tax prepar-
ers: use e-filing (online filing), which
is faster, free, and minimizes errors
by 20%, as well as asks tax preparers
to provide their PIN number from the
IRS and their NYPRIN number from
New York State; and tax preparers
should only sign the tax return after
returns have been filed, never before
and never blank, stating that any
false returns will be blamed on the
taxpayer, not the preparer.
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Care has the solution! GDPAP Program

Why CDPAP?

Our Consumer Directed

Personal Assistance Program allows individuals
more control over their caregiver services

by permitting you to choose your own caregiver.

* Friends < Family < Neighbors
No Certificate Needed

HCS HOME CARE

Phone: 1(855) 239-CARE (22'73) Ask for Ron
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LIBERTY DEMS CELEBRATE NEW YEAR
. —

i
1 T A

The Liberty Democratic Association held
an event celebrating the new year at Janel
Tower on Sunday, January 25. Among the at-
tendees were elected officials and members
of the club, which covers the 80th Assembly
District.

(Above) Enjoying the festive day are (back,
I-r) Luisa Benedetto, 80th Assembly district
leader Andrea Siegel, Michael Rivadeneyra,
Councilman Ritchie Torres, Richard Fedder-
man, State Committeeman Joe McManus,
(front, I-r) Dr. Charles Gorelick, Zena Twy-
man, president of Liberty Democrat Asso-
ciation and Monica Major. Photo by Laura Stone

BRONXWORKS HELPS PREVENT DROPOUTS

BronxWorks, an organization providing social services and programming, held a kick-off
event for an new initiative to improve attendance and prevent dropouts at P.S. 42 on Friday,
January 30. As part of the new Community Schools Strategy financed by a $290,000 grant,
BronxWorks will assist both students and teachers to prevent excessive absenteeism. CSS
is an outgrowth of the United Way's Attendance Improvement Dropout Prevention program.
According to BronxWorks, about 45 schools need help in the Claremont area.

Attendees Patricia Thompson(l) and Nora

Feury enjoy the event.  Photo by Laura Stone

Eileen Towey gives Jason Richardson in-
formation at the after school and weekend
swimming programs at BronxWorks.

Photo by Silvio Pacifico

Amanda Platania of Clowns.com face-paints
Sylvia Lopez at the BronxWorks kickoff at

PS. 42. Photo by Silvio Pacifico

FIAME CELEBRATES THE EPIPHANY

The Forum of Italian American Educators held a celebration of the Epiphany, also known as
Three Kings Day, at Fratelli's Restaurant on Sunday, January 4. The event is held annually,
not only to celebrate the Epiphany, but also to introduce individuals who will be honored
at FIAME's upcoming dinner dance. The organization's dinner dance will be held on Friday,
April 17. The honorees are Angela Ceparano, Linda Ruffino, Silvia D'Arco, Melanie Blasucci
Marino, Dr, James Montesano Nyack, Gerald Cattaro, Julie Falco Porras, Tina Cortese and
Chris Allesandro.

St . Simon Stock; Linda Ruffino, secretary, J.H.S. 144; Silvia D'Arco, assistant principal and
Italian teacher, St. Raymond's Elementary; and Melanie Blasucci Marino, educational admin-
Photo courtesy of FIAME

istrator, C.F.N. 532.

The FIAME executive board, including organization president ry
enjoying the festivities.

PRESCHOOLERS ATTEND OLYMPICS

Preschool Children at the New York Institute for Special Education participated in their 12th
annual winter-themed Olympics on Thursday, January 29. The goal of the yearly event is to
have developmentally-delayed children from 3 to 5 years in age improve gross motor skills
like strength, balance and coordination. Each class created their own flag to participate
under in the just-for-fun event. Among the activities were Olympics-like games, including
ice-skating, winter bowling, hockey, and snow ball fights with crumpled paper.

Ann Ventrelli-Gorman,
Photo courtesy of FIAME

There were a host of activities to keep the NYSIE preschoolers engaged, active, and having

fun. Photo courtesy of NYSIE



"-* TN Benevolent Association board members (I-r:) Matt 0'Brien, Karin 0'Connor, Sheila Haney and Chris Dalton.

TNBA hosts
d annual dinner dance

The Throggs Neck Benevolent Association hosted their annual dinner
Jenny Wyebasch and Jared Ansul made use of the dance floor. dgnce on Saturday. January 24. Friends and family gathered to dance the
Photo by Laurastone  Night away at Marina del Rey.

(Above) Local residents (i-r) Jim McSherry, Bridgett Byrne and Peg McSherry enjoyed
the event. Photo by Laura Stone

(Top left) Four friends from Silver Beach enjoyed a night out together: (I-r) Megan
Langguth, Jennifer Wiehler, Andrea Tierney and Jackie Curry. Photo by Laura Stone

(Left) (I-r) Loree Galioto, Michael Bernard, boxing champion Iran Barkley and Vito Mes-
sina joined the party. Photo by Laura Stone
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New stop s1gn approved for Otis Ave.

BY PATRICK ROCCHIO

A busy street corner
will soon see a new ‘stop’
sign to help pedestrians.

Motorists approach-
ing the corner of Otis
and Edison avenues west-
bound, just outside St.
Benedict’s Church and
near its school, willnow
have to make a full stop,
said Councilman James
Vacca.

After a number of at-
tempts to convince ap-
propriate city agencies
that greater traffic con-
trols at the intersection
were needed, Vacca said
he was able to advocate
for the city Department
of Transportation to in-
stall what he contends
is a badly needed third
‘stop’ sign.

That sign should bring
all traffic to a halt at the
intersection, which has
one way traffic on Otis
Avenue and two-way traf-
fic on Edison Avenue.

“Right now it is a loca-
tion where you especially

A new 'Stop’ sign will be placed near St. Bendict's Church on Otis
Avenue at the intersection of Edison Avenue.

A new ‘Stop’ sign will soon be placed on Otis Avenue at Edison Av-

enue.

have to be careful,” said
the councilman. “I think
making everyone stop at
this location makes abso-
lute sense.”

Vacca said that he has
been looking for some-
thing additional in the
way of stop signs at the

corner for several years.

“I have had this com-
plaint for several years,
we put it in (for consid-
eration) constantly,” said
Vacca of the his requests.

The councilman said
that the city Department

‘Enhanced’ recess benefits
underserved students

BY JAIME WILLIAMS

One nonprofit organi-
zation is redefining re-
cess.

Asphalt Greenischang-
ing the way kids in under-
served Bronx schools play
through its Recess En-
hancement Program.

The program, which
hosted a ‘Rock N Recess’
event at co-located P.S. 443
and 457 on Friday, Janu-
ary 30, brings trained
coaches to schools to get
kids exercising during re-
cess with games.

“The goal is for recess
to be an active, safe and
fun time for kids,” said
REP manager Ben Gol-
ogor.

Started in 2001, REP
serves more than 28,000
kids across the city in
61 schools, about 9,900 of
them young Bronxites.

Two trained coaches

visit the schools twice a
week, and periodically
host the Rock ‘N Recess
events with additional
coaches.

They lead the kids in
active games wherever the
school has free space—not
only in the gym but in au-
ditoriums and hallways.

“My main goal is how
amIgoingto getthesekids
to move today, whether it’s
indoors or outdoors?” said
coach Ashley Freeman.
“We make sure they're
getting the exercise they
need, so when they go back
to the classroom they’re
focused.”

Getting the kids mov-
ing is especially impor-
tant, and more challeng-
ing, during the winter
months, said Gologor.

“They’re very creative
with space,” said Pamela
Lee, principal of P.S. 443.

“They think outside the
box, and we need that.”

The supervised games
teach the students how to
play safely and coopera-
tively, said Lee, and she
believes the program has
helped decrease the be-
havioral incidents that
tend to pop up near the
end of the week.

Recess can be a chal-
lenging part of the school
day for kids, said Gologor,
when certain conflicts
and bullying start.

“That’s where you see a
lot of problems that trans-
fer to the classroom,” said
Gologor.

The curriculum of 150
games REP uses is de-
signed to include every
kid and ensure equal par-
ticipation. The kids never
pick teams themselves or
get ‘out’ of the games.

The program contin-

of Transportation should
have the new signs in-
stalled within a month,
and Vacca indicated the
change cannot come soon
enough.

“Right now, even
though there are stop
signs on Edison Avenue,

people there often as-
sume that Otis Avenue
is stopping, but Otis Av-
enue is not stopping,”
he said. “Because it is a
major crosswalk, in my
opinion, for school and
church, I think having
clarity and making ev-

eryone stop is what we
saw for it from the begin-
ning.”

Fr. Stephen Norton,
pastor of St. Benedict’s
Church, said the inter-
section is an important
one for both the church
and school, and that this
was a change that both
parishioners and school
parents have wanted.

“There is a light at
Logan and Otis avenues,
and once you hit that
light, (drivers tend) to try
to get all the way to East
Tremont Avenue without
any slowdown at Edison
Avenue,” said Fr. Norton,
adding that “there are
cars at the intersection
that are just kind of lean-
ing on the horn and going

straight through.”
The intersection is
dangerous for people

coming to church, but
can be especially hazard-
ous to young schoolchil-
dren, said Fr. Norton.
“There have been acci-
dents,” Fr. Norton added.

A Recess Enhancement Program coach from Asphalt Green gets second and third graders from P.S.

443 moving during its Rock N Recess event.

Community News Group / Jaime Williams

ues to have an influence
even when coaches aren’t
on site.

REP offers professional
development for school
staff and aides, to encour-
age them to engage with
the kids during recess
and help get the games
started.

That extra support has
been valuable to the staff

at P.S. 457, said principal
Lisette Febus.

“Our school aids enjoy
lunch and recess more
than before,” she said.

And the kids enjoy it
more too.

“They love it when the
Asphalt Green coaches
come 1in,” said Febus.
“They look forward to ev-
ery Tuesday and Thurs-

day.”

These multiple ben-
efits are all part of REP’s
goal to help students at
schools where resources
are stretched thin, said
Gologor.

“It helps them physi-
cally,” he said about en-
hanced recess. “But it
helps them mentally and
emotionally as well.”



Amural of the late great Big Pun, located on East 163rd Street and Rogers Place, was completed by the
TATS CRU in 201, commemorating the life and career of the artist.
Community News Group / Steven Goodstein

Big Pun still revered after 15 years

BY STEVEN GOODSTEIN

Years after his death,
Bronx residents and hip
hop fans still remember
Big Pun and continue to
celebrate his legacy.

This coming Saturday,
February 7, marks the 15-
year anniversary of Big
Pun’s passing, and for
many, it’s a time to reflect
on the shortened but illus-
trious life of the late rap
legend.

Big Pun, who was born
Christopher Lee Rios on
November 10, 1971 to par-
ents of Puerto Rican de-
cent, was born and raised
in Longwood.

In his early years, as a
child, Pun witnessed many
sad occurances, including
his mother’s drug abuse
and his father’s death.
He also suffered constant
abuse from his step-father,
and eventually dropped
out of high school.

This led to him leav-
ing home at age 15, forcing
him to live in abandoned
buildings for much of the
remainder of his adoles-
cence.

In the early to mid
1990s, Pun began writing
lyrics and collaborating
with different Bronx hip
hop artists, including Fat
Joe.

Eventually, Pun re-
leased his debut album,
‘Capital Punishment’ in
1998, which sold more than
one million copies in the

United States and resulted
in him being the first La-
tino artist in hip hop his-
tory to go platinum. The
album was also nominated
for Best Rap Album at the
1999 Grammy Awards.

Pun had a unique writ-
ing and rhyming tech-
nique, combining wordy
phrases with quick deliv-
eries while still talking
about real life situations,
such as competition, fame
and relationships.

According to his fans
and supporters, nobody
was a match for him when
it came to lyricism.

“He was the realest,
wordiest and most talented
artist in hip hop duringhis
time and even afterwards -
he was incredibly gifted
and he touched on every
music aspect,” said website
editor and dedicated fan
Divino Denegro, who has
also written articles on Big
Pun for hip hop magazine
The Source in the past.

Despite his music suc-
cess, Pun struggled with
his weight for most of his
life, excluding adoles-
cence.

In 1999, weighing in at
over 600 pounds, Pun took
part in a weight-loss pro-
gram at Duke University
were he lost 80 pounds. He
eventually quit the pro-
gram before completing it,
however, and returned to
New York where he gained
more weight than he lost

back.

On February 7, 2000,
while temporarily board-
ing with his family in a
White Plains hotel during
a home renovation, Pun
suffered a fatal heart at-
tack and respiratory fail-
ure, and was pronounced
dead shortly after at just 28
years old.

“It’s unfortunate that
his career and his life
ended so abruptly,” said
Denegro. “People always
talk about him being the
first Latino hip hop artist
to sell one million copies,
but in reality, he was so
much more, and his career
continues to inspire and
influence others.”

One could have pre-
dicted that Big Pun’s leg-
acy would live on even af-
ter he passed away.

The Big Pun mural,
which was painted by pro-
fessional muralist group
TATS CRU, was painted
over another Big Pun mu-
ral in 2011, a tradition that
the group aims to take part
in annually for his anni-
versary.

“Minus Dbaseball, he
was the modern day Ro-
berto Clemente for the
Puerto Rican community,”
Hector ‘Nicer’ Nazario of
TATS CRU said. “He was a
caring, funny, genuine in-
dividual who always made
time for everybody, and
painting these murals is
how we pay him back.”
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REGEIS CARE RESIDENT TURNS 103

Sara Fisher, a resident at Regeis Care Center, celebrated her 103rd birthday at the center on
Thursday, January 29. The party also celebrated other residents with January birthdays.

L 'I |'r'
Sara Fisher and her niece, Valerie Hunt, surrounded by staff and residents of Regis Care
Center, celebrate her 103rd birthday. Photo by Silvio Pacifico

SUNY MARITIME STUDENTS GRADUATE

The State University of New York Maritime College at Fort Schuyler held a graduation cer-
emony on Friday, January 30.

Brisiysaz I
|
=

A class of Privateers graduate.

Photo by Walter Pofeldt

COUNCILMAN TORRES READS AT NCBH

Councilman Ritchie Torres participated in North Central Bronx Hospital's ‘Reach Out and
Read’ on Wednesday, January 21. Torres read three books to about 30 young people and
their parents as part of the event. The program was organized and sponsored by both
Reach Out and Read of Greater New York and NCBH's Outpatient Pediatrics Department.

1* = o

Councilman Richie Torres reads a picture book to the children

BCDC HOSTS ANNUAL PARTY

The Bronx County Democratic Committee hosted its annual party at Michelangelo’'s on
Thursday, January 29. The event was attended by Borough President Ruben Diaz, Jr. as well
as Democratic Committee chairman Carl Heastie, among others.

Above (I-r) Senator Ruben Diaz, Assembly-
man and Bronx County Democratic Com-
mittee chairman Carl Heastie and Borough
President Ruben Diaz, Jr. were present at
the Bronx County Democratic Committee
annual party on Thursday, January 29.
Photo by Edwin Soto

(I-r) Borough President Ruben Diaz, Jr., As-
semblyman and Bronx County Democratic
Committee chairman Carl Heastie and As-
semblyman Marcos Crespo at the Bronx
County Democratic Committee annual party.

Photo by Edwin Soto

BP DIAZ HOSTS ED CONFAB

Borough President Ruben Diaz, Jr. and his Education and Youth Services Department hosted
a meet and greet with the borough's elected officials and public school superintendents
to discuss capital funding, programs, parental involvement, ways to collaborate and other
issues at his office on Friday, January 30. Attendees at the event included Senator Gustavo
Rivera, senior superintendent for Office of School Support Laura Feijoo, council members
Annabel Palma, Vanessa Gibson, Andy King, Andrew Cohen, assembly members Michael
Benedetto, Marcos Crespo, Victor Pichardo and Latoya Joyner, as well as superintendents
and their representatives from Bronx districts.

(I-r) Borough President Ruben Diaz, Jr., Yolanda Torres, Dr. Karen Ames, Leticia Rodriguez-
Rosario, Melodie Mashel, Maria Lopez, Rafaela Espinal Pacheco and senior superintendent

Laura Feijoo hosted a meet and greet at BP Diaz's office.. Photo courtesy of BP Diaz's office
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services for the blind and visually impaired

BRONX ADVISORY BOARD 22ND ANNUAL
DINNER AND AWARD CEREMONY

THURSDAY

MARCH 12, 2015
6PM - 9PM
Barbara Campbell & 5> Rick Sherman
New York State Commission Bronx Rotary

for the Blind
Steve Squitieri
Michelle Dolgow Cristofaro DJ Ambulette/Sanitation Salvage
Bronx Chamber of Commerce
Special Guest: Council Member
Hon. Mark Gjonaj James Vacca
New York State Assembly New York City Council

Tosca Marquee, 4034 East Tremont Ave, Bronx NY 10465

For informations on tickets, ads and sponsorships, please call Tara
at (212) 625-1616 Ext. 135 or email: tdellavecchia@visionsvcb.org

S102 ‘8 A¥YNYgad ATMIAIAM XNoOdd €1

NWOOD'SANILXad MMM



14

BRONX WEEKLY FEB.O8, 2015

WWW.BXTIMES.COM

NEW,
YORK
POSTy

To Advertise Call: 718-260-2555 - classified@cnglocal.com

BroNX Weekly classifieds

Deadline: 4pm Thursday

To Place Your Ad
> EMPLOYMENT, REAL ESTATE & SERV. DIR. pall 718.260-2555
> MEDICAL ‘ > MEDICAL > MEDICAL ‘ > MEDICAL > MEDICAL > MEDICAL > BROOKLYN > BRONX

HELP WANTED HELP WANTED HELP WANTED HELP WANTED HELP WANTED HELP WANTED HOUSE FOR SALE| APTS UNFURN

Canarsie North E. Bronx /
30 CNA’s ’ "
With LTC experience needed in CNA 5 & HOME HEALTH w rzlgaB?rrI:z‘\’/\gi,I.
THE BRONX LPN 'fs AIDES - Call for more info
WOW! $12/HR o A NYS CERTIFIED HHA

IMMEDIATE ORIENTATION
MON-THURS 9AM-4PM
337 EAST 149 Street
Bronx NY 10451
For Info Call 718-534-7400 x136

joy @fsstaffinginc.com

N BRCOKLYN, QUEENS,

‘ | S0, MAARIHATTAM &

WAL THE BROMX
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ABLE HEALTH CARE
HOME HEALTH AIDES!

EXCELLENT PAY

FREE Training Classes

Call for schedule in all areas

NEW HIGHER PAY RATES

HHA'’s with Certificates
Immediate Work in All Areas
+ Special Bonus Program*
GREAT
BENEFITS

Health Insurance
Vacation Pay, Sick Pay,
Personal Pay

Full Time « Part Time
Weekends
All Shifts - All Locations

"
* Call us for

complete details
about our
Certified Home Health Agency Bonus program

Bronx/Westchester 914-470-9927
Brooklyn 718-947-3691  Queens 718-947-3671
Nassau 516-634-2115  Suffolk 631:729-2383

www.ablehealthcare.com

4 A

BY SHOPPING
IN OUR
CLASSIEIEDS

Great Poyl

CERTIFIED HHA’s
FIT & PT

Positions in ALL BOROS
$11/HR + MEDICAL BENEFITS
PAID VACATION & SICK DAYS

SIGN-ON BONUS
HHA Cert. & Bilingual English A+
Experience with Children Helpful.
Apply in person at
5922 18" Ave, Brooklyn NY
For info or dir call 718-234-2273
ALL CARE Home Health Svcs

F/T ENGLISH SPEAKING
& F/T SPANISH SPEAKING

CASES AVAILABLE IMMEDIATELY
INTHE 5 BOROS
LIVE IN & LIVE OUT
ALL SHIFTS
EXCELLENT PAY
MEDICAL BENEFITS
LIFE INSURANCE

APPLY IN PERSON OR
CALL MON-THURSDAY 9:30-5

COMMUNITY HOME CARE
REFERRAL SERVICE, INC.

3920-13th AVE, COR. 40th ST
BROOKLYN, NY

718-435-8555

> HELP WANTED | > HELP WANTED

CERTIFIED HHA’s

IMMEDIATE POSITIONS!!!
FOR MALE & FEMALE HHA’s
Queens, Brooklyn, Manhattan,
Bronx, Nassau

$250 SIGN-ON BONUS
FOR LIVE-INS*
STARTING PAY $10/HR
HOLIDAYS & OVERTIME PAY
REFERRAL BONUSES
WELLNESS PLAN*
HIP INSURANCE
METRO CARDS PROVIDED*

ATTENDING HOME CARE
718-940-4900
1125 Fulton Street
Brooklyn, NY 11238

* Inquire for Details

Semi-det. 1 fam offering
3brm duplex over walk-in
fin. bsmt. 1 car garage, on
quiet & convenient block.
Won't last! Priced to Sell

How to Sell Realty
contact Victor:
347-356-0359
718-377-3795

To Advertize Hore
Call T18-380-2555

DR
Fax 71B-260-26409

ZLD Realty LLC
718-654-1319

> GEORGIA
HOUSE FOR SALE

Atlanta, GA
Home 4 Sale
2 Bedroom / 2 Bath
TOWNHOME
$15,900 Investment
Prop. / Owner Occupy

678-361-4365

> MOVERS-
LICENSED

>MOVERS-
LICENSED

2-10 Strong Men w/Vans &
Trucks. No Job Too Small
MOVING SUPPLIES PROVIDED
Free Est., LOW RATES. N.Y. DOT 35314
U.S. DOT 1073953 Lic/Ins.

RUBBISH REMOVAL AVAILABLE
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Start Your Career
With A Job That’s Right For You!

Try Real-Time Job Matching™ & get hired fast.
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Board opposes medical building on Arnow lot

BY JAIME WILLIAMS

Some local residents are opposing a pro-
posed medical building in Morris Park.

Community Board 11 recently voted to
send a letter of objection to the Bureau of
Standards and Appeals regarding a special
permit application for 1604 Williamsbridge
Road.

The builder, Sal Maurice of Maurice Re-
alty, presented his plan for a 4,700 square
foot, 3-story medical building at the corner
of Pierce Avenue to the board’s Land Use
Committee in December.

The committee, and later the full board,
opposed the plan for the residential-zoned
lot because of lack of parking and concerns
about congestion in the neighborhood,
among other things.

The property is the site of the former his-
toric Arnow Mansion, which was torn down
in 2005 right before the down-zoning in the
neighborhood took effect. As the developer
raced against the clock to start building on
the property, a stop-work order was put in
place.

Although proposals for a medical build-
ing on the corner lot have come up before,
the property has remained vacant.

The lot was recently sold to Maurice from
Joseph Quintessenza, who also attended the
presentation to the Land Use Committee.

Part of the reason the community board
opposed the project is because the new
owner knew the lot was zoned for residen-

A developer wants to put a medical building at the corner of Pierce Avenue and Williamsbridge Road.

Photo by Silvio Pacifico

tial development when he purchased it, said
Land Use Committee chair Joe McManus.

“And now they’re asking for ‘relief’ be-
cause they can’t make money on it,” said
McManus.

But the big concern about the proposal
was the lack of parking. The building would
have only two parking spots on site, and

parking in the neighborhood is already ex-
tremely difficult.

“It was parking, parking, parking,” Mc-
Manus said about the committees response
to the proposal.

They were also concerned about add-
ing to traffic congestion in the area, where
there are already numerous medical facili-

ties and hospitals.

Additionally, in front of the building is a
bus stop, which would make it difficult for
ambulettes or Access-a-Ride to drop off at
the location, said McManus.

The builder doesn’t see parking as an is-
sue, said Maurice’s partner, Vivian Locas-
cio of Locascio Realty.

She said two family homes also add cars
to the neighborhood, and she expects many
employees will take public transportation.
In that way, the bus stop in front of the build-
ing is a plus.

“People today take buses,” said Locas-
cio.

Concerns were also raised about the
building’s future tenants, said McManus.

“Once it becomes a commercial build-
ing, they could do anything,” he said. “We
rezoned that to be residential.”

But Maurice only has plans for a tradi-
tional nine to five medical building, said Lo-
cascio.

“Were not going to put drug rehabilita-
tion or a methadone center there,” she said.

The community board is there to pro-
tect the neighborhood, said McManus, and
the developer does not want to offer conces-
sions—such as parking - that would make
the plan more palatable for the community.

Locascio said the developer is in fact try-
ing to better the community, and that he
plans to live next door to monitor the prop-
erty.

CVS rebuild on Burke

From Page 1

prescriptions from the
next closest CVS on Al-
lerton Avenue, said Fa-
ther Richard Gorman,
chairman of Community
Board 12. But he hasn’t
heard of any issues,
which he feels is because
of the numerous other
drug stores nearby.

“There are so many
of these in the area,” he
said.

Over the course of the
year, the community’s
concern shifted to what
would be done with the
empty property.

“I always have con-
cerns about vacant lots,”
said Gorman. “You don’t
know what you’re going
to get.”

Gorman was happy to
hear that permits have
been filed with the DOB
to rebuild the CVS.

“I'm glad it’s going
back to the status quo,”
he said.

And although Gorman
said he’d like to have a
more diverse range of

businesses in the neigh-
borhood with a prolifer-
ation of drug stores, he
feels another pharmacy
is much better than a mo-
tel or other seedy estab-
lishments.

“I'd rather see drug
stores than any type of
nefarious use,” said Gor-
man.

According to a spokes-
man from CVS, the plans
are for the building to be
completed and open for
business this summer.

Hopefully the new
building will fare better
than the last.

The reason for the col-
lapse was a failure of the
roof’s bow trusses from
the weight of snow on the
roof, according to docu-
ments from the DOB.

The department had
issued a weather advi-
sory warning on the day
of the collapse, caution-
ing people that melting
snow that collects on
roofs can threaten the
structural integrity of a
building, and that weak,

The CVS at Burke Avenue and White Plains Road was demolished after the roof collapsed in February 2014. CVS is rebuilding and plans to

reopen the location this summer.
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NEW FOR FALL 2015

MERCY COLLEGE
PROUDLY ANNOUNCES
THE NEW FOUR-YEAR B.S.

IN NURSING PROGRAM.

BRONX WEEKLY FEBRUARY 8,2015 16

B FULL-TIME PROGRAM

B AFFORDABLE - ONE OF THE
LOWEST TUITIONS IN THE COUNTRY

Il DEDICATED CLINICAL
SIMULATION & SKILLS
LABS

B DEDICATED FACULTY-
EXPERTS IN RESEARCH,
ADMINISTRATION & CLINICAL
PRACTICE
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Il PERSONAL ATTENTION-
FACULTY TO STUDENT
RATIO OF 1:10

2 )
M.S. DEGREES: NURSING EDUCATION & NURSING ADMINISTRATION

ONLINE or ON CAMPUS

l /LE RCY LEARN MORE. APPLY TODAY.
QOLLEGE  watineiyees.:

DOBBS FERRY | MANHATTAN | BRONX | YORKTOWN HEIGHTS | ONLINE
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