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Robert Van Zandt guilty of securities fraud
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JAIL TIME FOR
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Francesca and Quentin Castellano are captivated by Cardinal Tim-
othy Dolan at the Sisters, Servant of Mary 100th anniversary gala 
awards luncheon benefi t and silent auction on Sunday, November 
16. See more photos on page 54. Photo by Laura Stone

BY PATRICK ROCCHIO
Convicted fraudster Rob-

ert Van Zandt will serve a 
prison term for bilking peo-
ple who invested in his com-
pany’s Ponzi scheme.  

Restitution and the recov-
ery of millions to scores of 
victims who entrusted their 
life savings, retirement ac-
counts, and inheritances to 
Van Zandt will be left to in-
vestor civil actions and a 
state attorney general’s civil 
case seeking $35 million for 
over 250 investors.

Van Zandt, 70, pled guilty 
to a 33-count criminal indict-
ment that includes two counts 
of securities fraud under the 
state’s Martin Act which 
regulates securities, as well 
as 29 counts of felony grand 
larceny, and two counts of 
scheme to defraud. 

According to the plea, 

Not ‘too thin’ after all
Conitnued on page 77

Conitnued on page 77

Van Zandt can receive from 
3 years and 8 months to 11 
years when he is sentenced 
on January 5, 2015. State At-
torney General Eric Schnei-
derman’s offi ce prosecuted 
Van Zandt. 

“Securities fraud is a se-
rious crime which my offi ce 
will prosecute to the fullest 
extent of the law,” he said. 
“Mr. Van Zandt stole his vic-
tims’ life savings, forcing 
some of them to re-enter the 
workplace after their retire-
ment. Others will have to  rely 
on government assistance to 
survive. The perpetrators of 
this and other Ponzi schemes 
will face justice.”

Van Zandt’s criminal 
charges focused on a period 
from 2008 to 2012 in which he 
was collecting money from 
29 tax preparation clients, 
in amounts ranging from 

$25,000 to $900,000. 
The disgraced local busi-

nessman told these clients he 
would invest their money in 
real estate, U.S. government 
backed securities, and other 
investments, according to 
the A.G.

Instead he used the money 
for personal and business ex-
penses (sometimes to other 
investors) and the funds he 
collected were not legiti-
mately invested, the A.G.’s 
offi ce stated. 

 “Mr. Van Zandt truly re-
grets the fi nancial harm he 
caused to investors, many 
of whom were long-term cli-
ents,” said Michael Bachner, 
Van Zandt’s attorney. “Re-
grettably, after the fi nancial 
collapse in 2008, Mr. Van 
Zandt unsuccessfully tried to 

BY STEVEN GOODSTEIN
Thin for the win! Construc-

tion on a narrow house in 
Throggs Neck has been given 
new life.

A temporary Department 
of Buildings stop-work order 
for the partially constructed 
house at 848 Revere Avenue 
was lifted and construction 
resumed after a three-month 
hiatus as of Monday, Novem-
ber 3.

The site had previously 
been the subject of numerous 
complaints from elected offi -
cials and neighborhood resi-

dents who felt it violated the 
recently enacted downzoning.

Construction of the house 
started in 2010, after a two-
family, 14-foot wide home on 
a 22-foot lot with an eight-foot 
side yard and two on-site park-
ing spaces was approved by 
the Department of Buildings. 

According to the new zon-
ing laws in Throggs Neck, 
which was a response  to the 
complaints over development, 
any property being developed 
in the rezoned portion of the 
neighborhood must be at least 
25-feet wide, with new 2-family 

homes requiring at least three 
parking spaces on site, includ-
ing a one-car garage and at 
least two parking spaces on 
the street.

This particular property 
did not meet the minimum  
zoning requirements and the 
construction was halted in 
late July for a review.

While the project was on 
hold, architect Gino Longo 
met with Community Board 10 
and the Department of Build-
ings to discuss and reevaluate 
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Visit Our NEW Web-Site: www.reliablebronxdentist.com
Go To Our Blog To See Our Weekly Specials! 

Vist Our New Web-ite: www.reliablebronxdentist.com
For More Information Visit Us At 

www.bronxdentistny.com

(718) 547-5280
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LET US CATER YOUR NEXT...

ROASTED TURKEYS
carved & served w/gravy

12–16 Lbs. $65
18–22 Lbs. $80
24–28 Lbs. $100
30–36 Lbs. $125

APPETIZERS
12” 16”

Shrimp Cocktail $70 $120
Antipasta Platter $55 $85
Mozzarella & Tomato $40 $60

ENTREES
½ tray full

Sliced Roast Pork w/Gravy  $45 $70
Sliced Roast Beef w/Gravy $50 $80
Lasagna w/Meat $45 $85

SIDE DISHES
½ tray full

Stuffi ng w/Sausage  $35 $55
Roasted Potatoes $30 $50
Garlic Mashed Potatoes $30 $50
Sweet Potatoes w/Marshmallows $35 $55
String Beans Almandine $40 $65
Fresh Cranberry Sauce $4.49/pint $7.99/quart
Turkey Gravy $3.49/pint $6.99/quartDESSERTS

10”

Pumpkin Pie $11.99
Apple Crumb Pie $11.99
Apple Pie $11.99
Coconut Custard Pie $11.99
Pecan Pie $11.99

718.828.9200
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see our full catering menu for more options

EVERY THURSDAY IS THANKSGIVING AT BARINO’S. 
COME SEE OUR SELECTION AND PICK UP YOUR HOLIDAY MENU.
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ALLEY CAT CAFE
TRADITIONAL BBQ & SMOKEHOUSE

FEATURING
Brisket  St. Louis Ribs 

Pulled Pork  Beef Short Ribs
Pork Belly  Salmon  Burnt Ends

Whole or  Half Chickens

FORTUNES TOLD WITH EVERY ENTREE´  
STAR - Tarot Card Reader

EVERY WEDNESDAY & FRIDAY 5pm - 11pm
$10 WITHOUT ENTREE

FREE DELIVERY

APPETIZERS, SIDES, WRAPS
SANDWICHES and SALADS

CATCH YOUR FAVORITE NFL GAMES
At The

ALLEY CAT CAFE
Sundays, Mondays

& Thursdays

WE’RE
SMOKIN’

7 DAYS A WEEK

FOOTBALL SUNDAY BRUNCH

15 Family Plans To Choose From 
View Our Complete Menu at   

www.alleycatcafebronxbbq.com

Free Shot With Home Team Touchdown

Catering Now Available
For The Holidays

Go to Alleycatcafebronxbbq.com
For Our Full Menu

Karaoke with DJ Ernesto

A group of parishioners at St. Frances de Chantal  Church  are concerned about the pasto’s 
stewardship of the parish.  Community News Group/ Photo by Patrick Rocchio

BY PATRICK ROCCHIO
Parishioners complaints about the  

pastor of their parish have been heard  
downtown. 

Towards the end of October, a letter 
from a faction of concerned parishio-
ners at St. Frances de Chantal church 
was circulated accusing Father Peter 
Miqueli, the pastor, of being chroni-
cally absent from the house of worship 
four days a week, of handling cash do-
nations in a manner contrary to Arch-
diocese of New York mandates and of 
lacking spirituality. 

So far, according to several mem-
bers of the effort, Miqueli has not per-
sonally or publicly responded to any of 
the allegations directly. An archdioce-
san spokesman has been speaking on 
his behalf. 

Finally, according to sources 
within the group of parishioners, sev-
eral of whom do not want to be named 
because of concerns of possible retali-
ation, the archdiocese has taken notice 
and its representatives met with lead-
ers of the effort calling for a change in 
leadership. 

“We have people here in the parish 
here who oppose Fr. Miqueli, but who 
are afraid to say anything because of 
his vindictiveness, I know that for a 
fact,” said Jack Lynch, a member of 
the group responsible for the letter, 
who confi rmed that he and others met 
recently with archdiocesan offi cials 
about the pastor. 

“We had a confi dential meeting 
with people from the Bronx part of the 
archdiocese, but we don’t know what 
is going to transpire from this,” said 
Lynch. “All we know is that we hope 
the archdiocese will act.”

Another one of the members of the 
group of parishioners opposing Fr. 
Miqueli said that the biggest concern 
of archdiocesan offi cials was not so 
much the pastor’s handling of cash 
donations, but allegations of a lack of 
spirituality on his part.  

“The people feel completely discon-
nected,” said Lynch. “A malaise has 
overtaken this parish. There was one 
lifetime parishioner who told me she 
was getting out of this parish because 
she could not take it anymore.” 

An active parishioner for decades, 
who declined to give a name, but who 
is familiar with the workings of the 
Catholic church, said it is not uncom-
mon for pastors not to be exceptional 
administrators.

“There are many pastors who are 
not good administrators, that is not 
why they became priests, but that is 
what they have to do to run the par-
ish,” she said. “So that sort of thing 
can be forgiven if the parishioners feel 
that they have a good shepherd.”

“The people of St. Frances do not 
feel that he has an affection for us as 
his fl ock,” she said of Fr.Miqueli.

Archdiocese spokesman Joseph 
Zwilling said that Fr. Miqueli has 
tried to reach out and speak with the 
unhappy parishioners. 

He also said Bishop John Jenik, a 
representative for Cardinal Dolan in 
the Bronx, is the individual meeting 
with the parishioners. 

Zwilling declined to release spe-
cifi c parish fi nance data to the Bronx 
Times.  

Fr. Miqueli took over the helm of St. 
Frances about two years ago. 

Archdiocese hears 
parishioners’ complaints
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*Consumers in New York City who enrolled via the NY State of 
Health Marketplace October 15, 2013 to April 15, 2014.

“More New Yorkers choose MetroPlus
than any other health plan!*”l

Learn about no-cost or low-cost health insurance options available through the NY State of Health Marketplace. 

Depending upon your income, you may pay little or nothing for your coverage! Learn if you 
and your family qualify – and how to choose the health insurance plan that’s right for you.

For detailed location information and to RSVP, please call: 
1.866.303.9629 or visit us at metroplus.org

MKT 14.33

Morrisania D&T Center
1225 Gerard Avenue

2nd Floor, Room 214
Tuesday, November 25
5:00P.M. - 8:00P.M.

Segundo Ruiz Belvis D&T Center
545 East 142nd Street
3rd Floor Medical Library

Tuesday, November 25
5:00P.M. - 8:00P.M.

Jacobi Hospital
1400 Pelham Parkway South
Building 1, 4th Floor Auditorium

Tuesday, November 25
5:00P.M. - 7:00P.M.

Now through Feb. 15 is your chance to enroll in a NY State of Health Marketplace plan.

Find out why at a free seminar.

BY PATRICK ROCCHIO
A fire tore through the store-

room of a local Throggs Neck hobby 
shop Tuesday night, but luckily, the 
fire was contained quickly. 

Based on a video shared with the 
Bronx Times, a lithium polymer bat-
tery - a small, high power battery 
used for model airplanes and cars - 
exploded into three pieces at Bruck-
ner Hobbies in Throggs Neck. 

The fire apparently started in a 
storeroom at at 3587 E. Tremont Av-
enue around 8 p.m. on Tuesday, No-
vember 18.

The battery had been charging 
when it exploded, said Bruckner 
Hobbies owner Tom Baffer. 

“It was a freeky thing that hap-
pened,” he said of the combustion, 
adding “what (the fire) did was trig-
ger the sprinklers, and everything 
in the back of the store was de-
stroyed.”  

When the battery exploded one of 
the pieces landed on a chair, which 
ignited. 

According to a fire department 
spokesman, the fire was first called 
in  to the FDNY at 8:06 p.m., with 12 
units and 60 firefighters respond-
ing.  

The FDNY spokesman said that 

Fire damages Bruckner Hobby 
two people were removed to Jacobi 
Medical Center with minor inju-
ries.

As of press time, the official 
cause of the fire was not deter-
mined,  the spokesman said. 

Bruckner Hobbies shares the 
building with two second f loor 
apartments and a Radio Shack. 

The manager of the Radio Shack, 
Alan Leon, said that the damage 
there was from smoke that came in 
through a shared ventilation sys-
tem and some wet carpeting. 

Leon said that employees called 
him and said the fire department 
told them leave the store until it was 
clear for everyone to go back in. 

Leon said that business was not 
greatly affected by the fire. 

“We are opened until 9:30 p.m.” 
he said the next day. “This hap-
pened last night towards the end of 
closing time anyway, so this has not 
really affected our business. But it 
is not something you want to hear – 
that there was a fire next door.” 

While the stores may have es-
caped serious damage, the two 
apartments were not as lucky. From 
Sullivan Place the apartments ap-
pear to have sustained heavy dam-
age. A view of the damage inside Bruckner Hobbies. 

 Community News Group / Photo by Patrick Rocchio
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IS IT EBOLA?

Bill de Blasio 
Mayor
Mary T. Bassett, MD, MPH 
Commissioner

New York City is taking aggressive  

steps to ensure the health and safety  

of all New Yorkers.

If you believe that you have been a 

victim of discrimination because you are 

African, were in Africa, or because others 

believe you have Ebola, call 311 to contact 

the NYC Commission on Human Rights.

FOR MORE INFORMATION,  
visit nyc.gov/ebola

You can ONLY get Ebola from direct contact with 
the body fluids (blood, vomit, urine, feces, sweat) 
of a person sick with Ebola or who died of Ebola.

If you or a loved one visited West Africa and get 
sick WITHIN 21 days, call 911.

You will be seen right away regardless of ability to 
pay. The hospital staff will not ask you about your 
immigration status.

BY JAIME WILLIAMS
Entrepreneurs from the 

Bronx and around the city 
gathered at the Bronx Busi-
ness Incubator on Wednes-
day, November 12 for a Pop Up 
event hosted by the New York 
City Economic Development 
Corporation.

The event at the Banknote 
building in Hunts Point in-
vited “makers and manufac-
turers” to network and share 
their innovative ideas with 
each other.

One such entrepreneur was 
13-year-old Shakeena Julio, 
who was showing off a wooden 
prototype for a scooter that 
charges electronic devices as 
you ride it with a group of her 
classmates from I.S. 125. The 
group is working to get a work-
ing prototype constructed in 
fi berglass.

Julio said the students 
became interested in build-
ing something after learning 
about inventors a few years 
earlier.

Business Pop Up features 
Bronx Entrepreneurs 

Shakeena Julio, 13, shows off the prototype she made with her class-
mates for a scooter that charges electronic devices while you ride it. 
 Photo courtesy of Andy Zou / Imagination in Space

“I fi nd it fascinating,” she 
said about the entrepreneur-
ial process. “I never thought I 
could do something like this.”

The young group also 
started an online company 
called Makeosity, which has 
the goals of taking children’s 
ideas and making them a real-
ity, said Julio. She came out to 
the pop up in order to spread 
the word about the project.

Another entrepreneur was 
David Lee, founder of KD New 
York, a company that has man-
aged dance and fi tness wear in 
the Bronx since 1987.

Lee was there to talk about 
the revolutionary yoga mat he 
is developing out of a knit ma-
terial, which he said will pro-
vide a better grip for superior 
yoga poses. While the mat was 
not ready yet, he brought along 
meditation pillows stuffed 
with fabric scraps from his 
apparel, which will be part of 
his future yoga line to comple-
ment the mats.

Lee thought the business 

pop up was a great idea.
“It gives entrepreneurs an 

opportunity to get feedback,” 
he said.

He also thought the night’s 
event provide a needed spot-
light on the borough.

“People in the Bronx are 
doing some amazing things,” 
said Lee. 

Other pop up participants 
included 3DHeights, a 3D 
printing company from Wash-
ington Heights; Wanda Liz 
Art, a 3D graphic designer 
from the Bronx; and Vista 
Wearables, a group of doctoral 
candidates from City College 
of N.Y.  who are developing an 
armband for the visually im-
paired that vibrates as it ap-
proaches objects.

The event was part of a 
fi ve borough series put on by 
the New York City Economic 
Development Corporation as 
part of their Next Top Makers 
program that encourages in-
novation and entrepreneurial 
development.

The pop up is designed to 
encourage sharing informa-
tion about resources, said 
Miquela Craytor, Director of 

NYC Industrial & Income Mo-
bility at NYCEDC.

“It’s really about commu-
nity building,” she said.
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The Benefits 
You Care About...
Are Right Here.

Open Enrollment runs from October 15-December 7, 2014
It's easy to enroll anytime online at fideliscare.org

New Medicare Advantage and Dual Advantage Plans for 2015!

The benefit information provided is a brief summary, not a complete description of benefits. For more information, contact the plan. Limitations, copayments,
and restrictions may apply. Benefits, formulary, pharmacy network, premium and/or copayments/coinsurance may change on January 1 of each year. You
must continue to pay your Medicare Part B premium. Fidelis Care is a Coordinated Care plan with a Medicare contract and a contract with the New York
State Department of Health Medicaid program. Enrollment in Fidelis Care depends on contract renewal. Fidelis Care is an HMO plan with a Medicare 
contract. Enrollment in Fidelis Care depends on contract renewal.

1-800-860-8707 (TTY: 1-800-558-1125)

H3328_FC 14141 CMS Accepted

Your Fidelis Medicare Representative will meet with you in the comfort of your home, answer all your
questions, and help you choose the plan that’s right for you.

Depending on the plan, features may include:

• $0 plan premium
• $0 or low copays for doctor visits
• $0 copay for generics
• $0 prescription drug deductible
• Dental and vision care
• Transportation
• Flexible spending – with reimbursement 

up to $1,000

• Prepaid over-the-counter cards with 
up to $110 monthly

• Top doctors and hospitals in our 
growing network...

and much more!
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around
townby Patrick Rocchio

NOT RESPONSIBLE FOR TYPOGRAPHICAL ERRORS - PRICES SUBJECT TO CHANGE WITHOUT NOTICE

We Take E.B.T. CARD

FREE DELIVERY
Retail - $50 Minimum

Mon-Sat  7am - 7pm
Sunday  9am - 5pm

718-892-7798
F: 718-892-7919

1554 Paulding Ave
Bronx, NY 10462

www.giordanosbigg.com

ALWAYS ON
PREMISES

7 DAYS A WEEK

COME IN

HORMEL HAM                         $4.99 lb.

BOARS HEAD BOLOGNA          $5.99 lb.

DELI

BOARS HEAD LIVERWURST       $5.99 lb.

HOTEL BAR AMERICAN CHEESE $5.99 lb.

MUENSTER CHEESE                   $5.99 lb.

SALLY SHERMAN SALAD'S        $2.99 lb.

SEAFOOD
TILAPIA FILLET         $4.99 lb.

JUMBO SHRIMP    $12.99 lb.

LITTLE NECK CLAMS $4.99doz

ON ICE

CHICKENS 3 FOR $15.00
CHICKEN LEG 1/4'S 10 lb. FOR $10.00
CHICKEN CHOPMEAT 5 lb. FOR $10.00
PARTY WINGS        10 lb FOR $20.00
BONELESS AND SKINLESS
CHICKEN BREASTS  10 lb FOR $20.00

MEATS

BELOW COST SALE
WHILE SUPPLIES LAST

WHOLE SHELLS OF BEEF

$2.99 lb.
CUSTOM
CUT FREE

SHELL
STEAKS

$5.99 lb

TRIMMED

HAVE A FREE
CUP OF COFFEE
CHECK US OUT
FULL LINE OF

MEAT, SEAFOOD
AND DELI

HAPPY THANKSGIVING
LIMITED TIME ONLY

99¢ lb. WITH $50 OR MORE
PURCHASE

CLOSED
THANKSGIVING

DAY

TURKEYS

RIBEYES
CUSTOM CUT FREE

ANGUS CHOICE BONE IN

$7.99 lb.

ANGUS CHOICE RIBSTEAKS...8.99 lb. 

PLEASE ORDER YOUR FRESH 
KILL TURKEYS AND ANY 
HOLIDAY NEEDS TODAY

10-14 lbs. AVG

Remodeling

Kitchens

Bathrooms

Windows

Doors

FREE ESTIMATES

Licensed, Bonded, Insured
Serving Nassau and 

Suffolk Counties 
Including All 5 Boroughs

Global Construction Co.

Gino Pepe
516-807-0281

Anthony Conte
347-252-7365

Tony Conte
718-715-5550

Residential 
and 
Commercial

The Bronx Times Reporter 
will publish your announce-
ments. Send announcements 
along with photo, to: Bronx 
Times Reporter, 3604 E. Trem-

ont Avenue, Bronx NY 10465 or 
e-mail Bronxtimes@aol.com. 

Honors for Durante

The deceased longtime 
commander of the American 
Legion Lawrence F. Keane 
Post 1498, Lou Durante, had 
his name added to a monument 
listing names of deceased 
war veterans on Veterans 
Day, Tuesday, November 11. 
The monument is in Pelham 
Bay’s Keane Square Park. His 
daughter, Rosemary Tan-

gredi, reports that among 
the attendees to witness the 
honor were Assemblyman 
Michael Benedetto, Durante’s 
wife Lilly Durante, and his 
grandson Louis Navarro and 
cousin Joseph Durante who 
carried the American Legion 
and United States fl ags during 
the ceremony. 

Dart Champs 

The Throggs Neck Clipper, 
at 3599 East Tremont Avenue, 
wants the world to know that 
it recently won a dart compe-
tition. The report they were 
Summer League Eastern Divi-
sion Champs. Way to go! 

Lou Durante 
 Photo courtesy of Rosemarie Tangredi

Lou Durante’s grandson Louis Navarro (l) and cousin Joseph Durante 
raise the colors during the event at Keane Square Park  
 Photo courtesy of Rosemarie Tangredi
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Real people answer the phone at a health  
insurance company? Shut the front door! 
Surprising, but true. Now there’s a different kind of health insurance company. One where real people called CareConnectors  
give you VIP treatment every step of the way. They answer the phones, can make doctors’ appointments for you (on your schedule) 
and help out with billing so you can just focus on getting well and staying that way. Still skeptical?

See for yourself. Call toll-free 855-558-5959. GetCareConnect.com
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3200 Schley Avenue, Throggs Neck NY 10465
T: 718-684-1551 F: 718-684-1552  

E: info@europroductsdeli.com

EURO PRODUCTS is not just a delicatessen, we 
offer the culinary delights of European style home 

cooked meals for our neighbors in the Bronx.

Recently our varying daily special menu has 
included Irish corned beef, Polish pierogies, 

German saurkraut with sausages,  
Hungarian oxtail goulash, Greek style bluefish,  
Turkish lamb stew and of course Italian dishes.

The best way to know what we offer is 
to visit and ask for a taste...

HAPPY THANKSGIVING...
We are now taking orders for  
Thanksgiving dinner turkeys.

(Our special home made stuffing is included)

Visit us & experience the wonderful aromas and  
flavors of our home cooked lunch specials...

42nd PCT.
Tuesday, Nov. 11, 1:55 p.m. —A sus-

pect entered a Pay-o-Matic check cashing 
store at 1283 Westchester Avenue, where 
he handed a note to the cashier demand-
ing money.  The cashier handed the note 
to a store supervisor and the suspect fled 
the location empty handed. 

Tuesday, Nov. 11, 5:50 p.m. —Sus-
pects followed an 83-year-old female into 
her apartment building on Longfellow Av-
enue and demanded her purse. The vic-
tim refused and the suspects knocked her 
to floor, causing her to hit her head. The 
suspects then fled the location. The vic-
tim was treated at St. Barnabas Hospital 
and released.

43rd PCT.
Monday, Nov. 10,  8:00 p.m. — A 45 

year-old male was operating a livery vehi-
cle and picked up the two suspects in the 
vicinity of Castle Hill Avenue and the Cross 
Bronx Expressway.  While driving, the sus-
pects both brandished firearms and point-
ed them at the driver while demanding his 
property.  The driver complied and handed 
the suspects $100, a Boost Mobile cell-
phone and his wallet.  The suspects both 
fled the vehicle while it was stopped in 
front of 512 Lacombe Avenue. The victim 
was uninjured.

44th PCT.
Monday, Nov. 10,  10:49 a.m. — 

Police responded to a 911 call for two 
males shot at 3125 Park Avenue (Morri-
sania Houses). Upon arrival, officers lo-
cated a 26-year-old male and a 23-year-
old male, each shot once in their heads, 
unconscious and unresponsive. EMS also 

responded and transported the victims to 
Lincoln Medical Center, where they were 
both pronounced deceased. There are no 
arrests at this time and the investigation 
is ongoing.

 Saturday, Nov. 15,  1:42 a.m. — 
Police responded to a 911 call for an un-
conscious child inside an apartment on 
East 163rd Street. Upon arrival, officers 
observed a 3 year-old-male, unconscious 
and unresponsive, with apparent trauma to 
the body. EMS responded and transported 
the victim to Lincoln Hospital where he 
was pronounced deceased. The investiga-
tion is ongoing and the Medical Examiner 
will determine the cause of death.

45th PCT.
Thursday, Nov. 13, 11:36 p.m. — At 

the Hutchinson River Parkway and Pelham 
Parkway, police responded to a 911 call of 
a vehicle accident. Upon arrival, police ob-
served a 17 year-old female, unconscious 
and unresponsive, in the roadway. EMS re-
sponded and pronounced the female DOA 
at the scene. The preliminary investigation 
has determined that a 21 year-old male, 
operating a Toyota Camry sedan, was 
traveling southbound on the Hutchinson 
River Parkway and struck the side barrier 
at approximately Exit 3 (Pelham Parkway). 
The female victim was the front seat oc-
cupant of that vehicle. The operator was 

transported to Jacobi Hospital and is listed 
in stable condition. There are no other ve-
hicles or persons involved in this incident. 
There are no arrests at this time and the 
collision investigation is ongoing.

46th PCT.
Sunday, Nov. 9, 12:05 a.m.  — Po-

lice responded to a 911 call of a pedes-
trian struck on the northbound Major Dee-
gan Expressway near the West 179 Street 
exit. Upon arrival, officers observed an 
unidentified adult female who was un-

conscious and unresponsive, lying on the 
roadway. EMS also responded to the lo-
cation and pronounced the female DOA at 
the scene. Further investigation revealed 
that a 24-year-male, operating a 2-door 
Honda sedan, was traveling northbound 
on the Major Deegan Expressway when 
he struck the female as she was crossing 
the Major Deegan Expressway from east 
to west. The vehicle initially left the scene 
but then reported the incident to Fire De-
partment personnel located nearby. The 
investigation is ongoing.

Sunday, Nov. 9, 6:15 a.m.  — Po-
lice responded to a 911 call of a male 
stabbed at 2255 Grand Concourse. Offi-

cers found an unconscious and unrespon-
sive 38-year-old male with a stab wound 
to the chest. EMS also responded and pro-
nounced the male DOA at the scene. A fe-
male in her twenties has been taken into 
custody as a person of interest and the in-
vestigation is ongoing.

Wednesday, Nov. 12, 4:59 p.m.  — 
Police responded to a 911 call of a male 
shot in front of 1538 University Avenue. 
Officers found a 39-year-old male who 
had been shot in the torso and the leg. 
EMS also responded to the scene and 
transported the victim to Bronx Lebanon 
Hospital where he was pronounced DOA. 
There are no arrests and the investigation 
is ongoing.

Thursday, Nov. 13, 6:10 p.m.  — Po-
lice responded to a report of unconscious 
person inside an apartment at 2185 Grand 
Concourse. Upon arrival, responding of-
ficers discovered and unconscious and 
unresponsive 63-year-old male with head 
trauma inside of the location.  EMS also 
responded to the location and pronounced 
the male DOA at the scene.  There have 
been no arrests(s) in regard to this inci-
dent and the investigation is ongoing.

Call 718.260.2555
..to sell your car in our 
CLASSIFIED SECTIONS 
& get...Real Results!
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��RANKED AS ONE OF THE 
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    OUTLOOK IN HIGHER EDUCATION
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    CERTIFICATE PROGRAMS 

��A QUALITY, PRIVATE EDUCATION 
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��EXECUTIVE FACULTY WITH 
    REAL-WORLD EXPERIENCE

��ACTIVE-LEARNING MODEL

��NETWORKING OPPORTUNITIES
    WITH LEADERS OF TOP COMPANIES

� FLEXIBLE SCHEDULING -
    DAYS, NIGHTS, WEEKENDS, ONLINE
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Not impressed
Dear editor,
I am an art lover, and an 

artist myself, but the ‘art-
work’ at the Middletown Road 
IRT train station stop is ri-
diculous; it just doesn’t work. 
Seeing the art from the inside, 
all you see are the welded bot-
toms of things that are barely 
recognizable, although the 
‘litter’ of fl oating bottles is un-
fortunately, recognizable. See-
ing it from the outside, there 
are boats and things stick-
ing out at right angles to the 
‘waves’, and I can’t imagine 
some of them will last very 
long through the winter. 

I thought they must have 
installed it backwards. Now I 
see I was mistaken, and this 
was, uhm, artistic license.

Sandi Lusk

Dear editor,
Will Governor Andrew 

Cuomo fi nally come out of the 
closet and make public how 
the state will pay back a major 
federal loan which fi nanced 
the majority of $3.9 billion 
for replacing the Tappan Zee 
Bridge? 

Who is footing 
the bill?

(Assemblyman Michael R. 
Benedetto, chairman of the 
State Assembly Veterans Af-
fairs Committee, expressed dis-
appointment with Governor 
Cuomo’s veto of the Expanded 
Veteran Pension Credit Bill).

Dear editor,
The Expanded Veterans 

Pension Credit Bill would 
have allowed all veterans who 
are now public employees to 
buy back up to three years 
of service for pension credit. 
Currently, only veterans who 
had served in wars of areas 
of combat are entitled to the 
credit.

The legislature believe that 
all our veterans, whether com-
bat veterans or not, should 
have been entitled to the pen-
sion buy back. These brave 
men and women were ready 

Cuomo deliberately waited 
until after being reelected be-
fore making public how the 
state will pay back the loan.

Will he have the state pick 
up the tab, or pass on the costs 
to motorists by having them 
pay higher tolls? Will it double 
or more over the coming years 
and decades?  Cuomo also has 
to meet the $15.2 billion short-
fall in the proposed MTA $32 
billion 2015 - 2019 Capital Plan? 
$15.2 billion plus $3.9 billion 
adds up to $19.1 billion.

Just how does Cuomo pro-
pose fi nding the $1 billion or 
more for transportation im-
provements he also supports 
for LaGuardia Airport?  This 
would run Cuomo’s tab of un-
funded transportation im-
provements to over $20 bil-
lion!  

Cuomo reminds me of the 
cartoon character Wimpy who 
famously said. “I’ll gladly pay 
you Tuesday for a hamburger 
today.” Voters may have buy-

Governor vetos
veterans bill

to put their lives on the line 
for our country -whether they 
were in a combat zone or note. 
We should acknowledge that 
and allow this credit to be-
come law. 

I remain hopeful that in 
the upcoming session, we can 
bring discussion on a possible 
compromise and that the bill, 
in one form or another, can be 
passed before next Veterans 
Day.

Assemblyman 

Michael R. Benedetto

ers’ remorse for giving Cuomo 
four more years.

Larry Penner

OPED: by Coleen Jimenez, APRN-RN Teen pregnancy
Dear editor,
As a board certifi ed advance 

practice registered nurse with 
over 10 years of nursing experi-
ence, I have seen an enormous 
number of pregnant teenagers.  

   Everyday, I hear the reali-
ties of their lives.  One encoun-
ter that I am reminded of is a 
15-year-old Hispanic female 
who was forced to drop out of 
school to care for her grand-
mother who suffered with dia-
betes and had a below-the-knee 
amputation.  

   She was an honor student 
and her favorite subject was 
math.  She became pregnant at 
age 16 hoping to move in with 
her boyfriend’s family to es-
cape her situation.  

   Other teens have said, “If I 
have a baby, I will be able to ap-
ply for my own apartment and 
go on welfare.”     

   According to the CDC, teen 
mothers on public assistance 
remain on public assistance 
their entire lives and nearly 
60% of all teen mothers and 
their children live in lifelong 
poverty, thereby increasing 
their chances of the children 
becoming teen parents.  

   According to the New York 
State Department of Health, 
New York City teen pregnancy 
rates among Blacks and His-
panics are almost three times 
higher than whites.  Most teens 
that are pregnant do not com-

plete high school.  Each high 
school dropout costs the nation 
approximately $260,000 in lost 
earnings, taxes and productiv-
ity.  Most infants born to teen 
mothers are often of low birth 
weight, born with birth respi-
ratory and lifelong neurologi-
cal complications, and are at 
greater risk for child abuse and 
child safety concerns.   

   Nationally, the teen preg-
nancy rate has consistently 
declined over the past two de-
cades, 42% decline according to 
the Offi ce of Adolescent Health.  
New York City reported a de-
cline of 30% however, the south 
Bronx rates are three times 
higher than the national aver-
age at a rate of 95.9 pregnancies 
per 1, 000 females.  Research 
has shown that poor commu-
nities have higher rates of teen 
pregnancies.  The south Bronx 
is the poorest county in New 
York State.  The Census of 2010, 
reported the median income 
of the south Bronx to be $8,694 
with 60% of the population be-
ing of Hispanic descent. 

In 2010, President Obama 
launched the Teen Pregnancy 
Prevention Initiative.  Approx-
imately $110 million was allo-
cated to ensure vital programs 
for teens.  The purpose of the 
initiative was to address and 
decrease teen pregnancy rates 
in targeted communities, the 
south Bronx being one of the 

areas.  The bill S5897-2013 in-
troduced by Senator Gustavo 
Rivera, is requesting for such 
programs to occur.  

The bill describes how cur-
rent research documents that 
individuals who receive early, 
comprehensive, age-appropri-
ate, and scientifi cally accurate 
education in the health and 
other benefi ts of sexual absti-
nence, family planning, and 
birth control are more likely 
to delay sexual activity and en-
gage later in such activity with 
a higher degree of responsibil-
ity and safety.  

As a nurse practitioner who 
has seen and continues to see 
the negative consequences of 
poor sexual behaviors, I sup-
port this bill to provide early, 
comprehensive, age-appropri-
ate education and family plan-
ning to teens in different set-
tings to assist them in making 
positive choices.  

An amendment I would sug-
gest is to have the educational 
programs mandatory and con-
ducted by healthcare providers 
with experience with the ado-
lescent population.  

As a nurse practitioner, 
working with the teen popula-
tion in underserved communi-
ties, it is imperative to deliver 
non-judgmental care when pro-
viding sexual education and 
birth control to teens.  The pub-
lic cost of teen pregnancy in 

New York was $377 million and 
42% of the births were Medic-
aid-funded.  

Teens need a place where 
they feel safe and a place where 
services are provided for them 
to make the right choices.  In 
2010, the cost of teen pregnan-
cies cost taxpayers $9.4 billion.  

The National Campaign to 
Prevent Teen and Unplanned 
Pregnancy estimated that for 
each $1 dollar spent on contra-
ception for teens; nearly $6 dol-
lars is saved on medical care, 
welfare benefi ts, and other so-
cial services.  

(Coleen Jimenez, APRN-RN 
is a certifi ed Family Nurse Prac-
titioner who works in under-
served communities.)  

Letters to the editor are wel-
come from all readers. They should 
be addressed care of this newspaper 
to Laura Guerriero, Publisher, the 
Bronx Times Reporter, 3604 E. Trem-
ont Ave., Bx, NY 10465, or e-mail to 
bronxtimes@cnglocal.com. All let-
ters, including those submitted via 
e-mail, MUST be signed and with 
a verifi able address and telephone 
number included. Note that the  ad-
dress and telephone number  will 
NOT be published and the name will 
be published or withheld upon re-
quest. No unsigned letters can be ac-
cepted. The editor reserves the right 
to edit all submissions.

Let us hear
from you
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Depending on the plan, benefits may include:

• $0 Plan Premium

• $0 or Low Copays for Doctor Visits

• $0 Copay for Generic Drugs

• $0 Prescription Drug Deductible

• Dental & Vision Care/Hearing

• Transportation Benefits

• Over-the-Counter Pre-Paid Cards up to $75/month

• Your Doctors & Hospitals in Our Network

Introducing New Medicare Advantage Plans 
from AgeWell New York 

H4922_AWNY_4002 File and Use 11112014
AgeWell New York LLC is an HMO plan with a Medicare contract and a contract with the New York State Medicaid Program. Enrollment in AgeWell New 
York LLC depends on contract renewal. The benefit information provided is a brief summary, not a complete description of benefits. For more information 
contact the plan. Limitations, copayments, and restrictions may apply. Benefits, formulary, pharmacy network, premium and/or co-payments/co-insur-
ance may change on January 1 of each year. You must continue to pay your Medicare Part B premium unless paid for by the state medical assistance 
program. Premiums, co-pays, co-insurance, and deductibles may vary based on the level of Extra Help you receive. Please contact the plan for further 
details. This information is available for free in other languages. Please call customer service at 1-866-586-8044 or (TTY/TDD) 1-800-662-1220 seven 
days a week from 8:00 a.m. to 8:00 p.m. Eastern time or visit agewellnewyork.com.

Providing you with high quality health care  
coverage and a personal care coordinator. Because… Members Matter

Contact Us:
Toll Free 1-866-586-8044
TTY/TDD 1-800-662-1220

www.agewellnewyork.com
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BY STEVEN GOODSTEIN
One of the top high schools in New 

York City has shown that it cares about 
its students’ physical and mental health 
just as much as their academic success.

The International Leadership Char-
ter High School (ILCHS), located at 
2900 Exterior Street, hosted its inaugu-
ral Student Health Fair on Wednesday, 
November 12 to increase and promote 
health awareness amongst its students.

Focusing primarily on college fairs, 
ILCHS held it’s fi rst ever health fair to 
tackle issues that are most common 
among high school students in the 
Bronx. 

Health practitioners and educators 
increased the students’ awareness of 
these health issues by holding various 
activities, distributing materials and 
demonstrations.

The school was recently ranked in 
the top 1% of high schools in NYC, along 
with being the recipient of the 2013 and 
2014 bronze awards from U.S. News and 
World Report as the one of the best high 
schools in the country, graduating be-
tween 95% - 97% of its students annu-
ally. 

By hosting this health fair ILCHS 
proves that they are highly dedicated 
to helping their students live a healthy 
lifestyle, which they believe should re-
sult in greater academic achievements.

Common health issues relating to 

ILCHS hosts inaugural Student Health Fair

Students from the International Leadership Charter High School enjoy the school’s inaugu-
ral Student Health Fair. Photo courtesy of ILCHS

Bronx  high school students included 
asthma, diabetes, nutrition and mental 
health. 

“This health fair was very relevant 
for our students and their communi-
ties,” said special projects manager 
Nick Cox. “The act of spreading this 
awareness helped those in attendance 
become more educated on particular 
issues, and will hopefully change their 
lives for the better.”

The Student Health Fair also aimed 
to create awareness of local, state and 
national health service and resource 
options for their students, at an event 

which welcomed nine of these health-
based organizations including Mon-
tefi ore Medical Center, Child Mind In-
stitute, The Alison Gertz Foundation, 
Revolution Foods, South Bronx Asthma 
Partnership, Bronx Lebanon Hospital 
Center, Bronx Community Health Net-
work, Urban Health Plan, Inc. and Cen-
ters for Disease Control.

According to the Dr. Elaine Ruiz Lo-
pez, the CEO and founder of ILCHS, the 
importance of spreading this aware-
ness to her students cannot be over-
stated, and will be the key to long-term 
success in their lives, not just in high 

school and college.
“International Leadership Char-

ter School recognizes how important 
good physical and mental health is for 
students to learn and thrive,” said Dr. 
Lopez, who has been the school since 
2006.

“Since the health of young people is 
strongly linked to their academic suc-
cess, our school cannot achieve our pri-
mary mission of preparing our students 
for the demands of higher education, but 
also for leading lives of meaning, if our 
students are not in their best health.”

For high school students, having the 
awareness of these health issues may 
be the difference between being named 
to the honor role or repeating a grade. 
Without this awareness or knowledge, 
high school students have the potential 
to be consistently distracted in an aca-
demic setting because of these health 
issues.

“We are confi dent that this health 
fair motivated our students to look after 
their health and access health services, 
which will help them to keep achieving 
at school,” said Dr. Lopez.

A brand new, larger school facil-
ity is currently being built to house 
ILCHS. The new building, which will 
include an Adolescent Health Clinic, 
a library/media center and two sci-
ence labs, is expected to open in fall 
2015.
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650 FREE 
PARKING SPACES!

COME SHOPPING FOR GREAT VALUES

CONVENIENTLY LOCATED AT  
LAFAYETTE AVE. & BRUSH AVE. 

ALONGSIDE HUTCHINSON RIVER PARKWAY

GRAND OPENING
OF THE NEW

THROGGS NECK
SHOPPING CENTER
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More options are being explored for the dredging of Hammond Cove near Locust Point and 
the Throgs Neck Bridge.  Community News Group/Photo by Patrick Rocchio

BY PATRICK ROCCHIO
A state agency, a local elected offi -

cial and community activists are brain-
storming to push for a project that been 
on the Throggs Neck community’s wish 
list for years. 

Sources have confi rmed that repre-
sentatives from the state Department 
of Environmental Conservation, Sena-
tor Jeff Klein’s offi ce, and the commu-
nity met with the DEC dredging unit 
recently to discuss possible solutions to 
having the cove dredged.  

Long a top Community Board 10 cap-
ital budget request, the need for dredg-
ing at Hammond Cove is something 
understood by those who have boats 
docked there, and others who see the 
area as a vital resource for Fire Depart-
ment rescue boats, sources confi rmed. 

The dredging requests have lan-
guished, mired in a bureaucracy that 
has, at different times, called on city, 
state, and federal authorities to take ac-
tion so boats can enter and exit it at low 
tide.

In May, the FDNY sent a letter to 
the Locust Point Yacht Club, where its 
boats dock during rescue operations, 

Meeting with DEC 
on dredging Cove 

stating that the area around the marina 
is not suffi cient at low or ‘moon’ tides for 
many fi reboats. 

“There may be times that our ves-
sels will not be able to enter the cove to 
operate in this area,” stated the FDNY 
in the letter from May. “Considering 
the number and density of structures 
and vessels in Locust Point, it is recom-
mended that the depth of the water in 
Hammond Cove be improved to ensure 
(fi re department) access.” 

Citing the safety concerns, local ac-
tivist and LPYC member Pat Devine, 
who himself had the hull torn out of a 
boat in Hammond Cove due to the low 
tide conditions, reached out to Senator 
Klein’s offi ce.

DEC is not necessarily the agency 
that will be responsible for the dredg-
ing, but was willing to sit down with 
representatives from the senator’s of-
fi ce and the community to discuss a pos-
sible project, according to attendees and 
a written summary of the meeting. 

Also, yet to be determined, is what 
the cost will be, with estimates ranging 
widely from $576,000 to $5 million. 

“The fi rst step is fi guring out what 

the agency is responsible for, and the 
second step is fi guring out what the po-
tential cost will be,” said Dana Caro-
tenuto, deputy chief of staff for Klein. 
“However, these conversations have re-
focused our efforts and are a good step 
in the right direction in terms of ensur-
ing the safety and the economic viabil-
ity of the marina and the cove.”  

At the end of the meeting, which was 
hosted by DEC dredging unit leader Ka-
tie Axt in Long Island City, Queens, it 
was decided that two tracks would be 
followed going forward, according to 
meeting minutes. 

The fi rst is that DEC will continue 
to work with local community and busi-
ness leaders to gather more information 

about the cove. 
The second is that both DEC and 

Klein would “continue to move forward 
in formulating a mechanism to fi nance 
the dredging of Hammond Cove.”

Among possible ways of obtaining 
funding would be to have a city or state 
agency take on the project directly, cit-
ing wider community need and the fi re 
hazard posed by the undredged cove; ex-
plore options in funding the project in 
the new upcoming state budget due on 
April 1, 2015; and exploring the option 
of applying for storm recovery and re-
siliency money to pay for an initial test-
ing costs of the soil before any dredging 
can begin. 
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For more information, call 718-518-2300 or visit www.calvaryhospital.org.

1740 Eastchester Road • Bronx, NY 10461 • (718) 518-2300 • www.calvaryhospital.org • Calvary Hospital Inpatient Service
Outpatient Services • Calvary@Home (Home Care/Hospice) • Center for Curative and Palliative Wound Care

Satellite Services at Lutheran Medical Center, Brooklyn NY 11220
(Calvary@Home programs are Medicare-certified and contract with most major insurances.)

A core value of Calvary Hospital is caring for the patient and the family. We realize 
that when one family member has cancer, it spreads to the entire family. Families 
are so important to Calvary, we have an entire department dedicated to relieving 
their stress, anxiety and pain. Ten years ago we opened our Family Care Center at 
our Bronx campus to serve as a much-needed oasis and respite for the thousands 
of people who visit our patients. Visitors are greeted by the comfort and serenity 
of a living-room setting, with a TV, internet, and other home-like amenities. In 
addition to complimentary services like massages, manicures and yoga classes, 
we also offer educational programs for the benefit of the family members’ well 
being. There is no other care like Calvary care. The place Where Life Continues.

10 years and 30,000 visitors later,
Calvary’s Family Care Center

continues to be a haven for comfort and support.
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F ilomena’s
PIZZA & RESTAURANT

Thanksgiving Day D inner

FIVE COURSES
COMPLIMENTARY GLASS OF HOUSE WINE

PLUS TAX AND GRATUITY

COLD ANTIPASTO

HOUSE SALAD

Choice Of

PENNE ALLA VODKA 

SPAGHETTI ALLA PUTTANESCA

Choice of

ROASTED TURKEY

HONEY GLAZED HAM
Served with homemade stuffi ng, candy sweet potato,

TILAPIA MARECHIARA

PUMPKIN PIE OR APPLE PIE

COFFEE, TEA, ESPRESSO OR CAPPUCCINO

RESERVATIONS REQUIRED, PLEASE CALL

134 PENNYFIELD AVE, BRONX, NY 10465

Bronx children will get their chance to meet 
Santa Claus at the upcoming Westchester 
Square BID’s Holiday Celebration. Photo 
courtesy of Westchester Square BID

BY ROBERT WIRSING
Santa Claus is coming to 

Westchester Square!
The Westchester Square Business 

Improvement District Holiday Cele-
bration will be held on Thursday, De-
cember, 11, from 4 until 7 p.m. at Owen 
Dolen Park. 

The second annual event is spon-
sored by Healthfi rst. 

This edition’s festivities include a 
chance to meet and take pictures with 
Santa at his village as well as enjoy 
a special visit from two of Old Saint 
Nick’s reindeer. 

Toys will be available for distribu-
tion to children ages 1 to 12, while sup-
plies. Attendees will also be treated to 
beautiful renditions of timeless Christ-
mas classics sung by yuletide carolers 
who will travel around the Square and 
into the local stores.     

Councilman James Vacca will be 
presiding over the yuletide celebration 
and will be joined by Santa Claus for 
the tree lighting ceremony.

“I’m very excited about it and we’ve 
been doing a lot of work with the BID 
and I am very impressed with all of 
their work,” expressed the council-
man. 

“The holidays are upon us and the 
Square is doing something through 
the BID which is bringing people back 
there and I want to be in support of 
this effort. Christmas holds a very spe-
cial place within children’s hearts and 
this event brings families together,” he 
added.

Westchester Square BID was es-
tablished two years ago after the 
Westchester Square Merchant Asso-
ciation, Vacca, and Borough Presi-
dent Ruben Diaz, Jr. saw the potential 
of transforming the area into a popu-
lar destination for shoppers and resi-
dents. The overall mission of BIDs 
have always been to encourage the re-
vitalization of neighborhoods while 
also fostering economic development 
throughout New York City.

“This Holiday Celebration is great 
for the community because it brings 
people to Westchester Square for a hol-
iday event and presents an opportu-
nity to help get people back into those 
stores within the area,” explained the 
councilman.  

Last month, Vacca and WSBID 
hosted a successful fi rst annual Hal-
loween event in the Square and they 
are looking to exceed these previously 
impressive results.

 Lisa Sorin has served as WSBID’s 
executive director since its inception 
and revealed the signifi cance behind 
this year’s holiday celebration.

“This year has become a celebra-
tion and we have so many successes 
to celebrate,” divulged Sorin. “We de-
cided if we’re going to go big, let’s go 
huge! We have a beautiful 20-foot tree 
we call the ‘Rockefeller Center Tree 

 Westchester Square to 
host Holiday Celebration

of the Bronx’ and the truly real Santa 
will be there for the children to meet 
inside his village. 

“It’s also about bringing the real 
reindeer here for the children and hav-
ing them witness something they don’t 
normally see here in the Bronx. This 
year’s huge event is about celebrating 
and reaching out to the entire commu-
nity. It’s through Councilman Vacca’s 
generosity along with the borough 
president that we have the park for the 
celebration. We want people to come 
here.”

According to Sorin, last year’s holi-
day celebration drew over 100 people, 
but its main focus was the tree lighting 
ceremony. Instead of dividing these 
events into separate days, they will be 
brought together.

“It was a really huge celebration last 
December and people got a real kick 
out of the carolers,” Sorin explained. 
“Last year was a very emotional time 
for us because it was our fi rst holiday 
celebration. This year is all about giv-
ing back to the community and it will 
combine all of these events into one 
day.” 

For further information, call (718) 
597-4629 or visit www.wsbid.org.

“It’s going to be fun, creative, and 
full of surprises that aren’t found any-
where else and we’re privileged to be 
hosting this,” she expressed. “The 
councilman and the BID really outdid 
themselves this year and we want peo-
ple to come here expecting the best.”
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C.O.D.
(718) 354-3834

www.CODOIL.com 
*Cannot combine with any other offers.

Lic. #74-1810078

PAY C.O.D. PRICES & SAVE!!*
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HOLIDAY FARE
Stuffed Filet of Sole
Rosso di Montepulciano Braised Short Ribs of Beef
Grilled Medallions of Boneless Loin Pork Chops
CARVING 
Roast Hen Turkey 
Cranberry Relish and Tuscan Bread Stuffing · Giblet Gravy
Candied Yams · Garlic Mashed Potatoes
Brussels Sprouts and String Beans Toasted Almonds · Penne ala Vodka
FALL HARVEST TABLE
Mesclun of Autumn Greens 
Fresh Mozzarella and Vine Ripe Tomato
Grilled Eggplant and Roasted Peppers

Artichoke and Roasted Portobello Mushrooms
Batons of Zucchini and Asparagus
Bruschetta · Roasted Fall Vegetables 
SOUP
Potage of Roast Butternut Squash
ACCOMPANIMENTS 
Baskets of Pumpkin, Cranberry and Banana Walnut Muffins 
Parker House Rolls and Cranberry Butter · Spiced Apple Cider
DESSERT BUFFET
Apple Cobbler, Coconut and Ginger Crème Caramel, Pumpkin Pie 
with Chantilly Cream · Apple Strudel Triangles · Coffee and Tea

T H A N K S G I V I N G  D I N N E R  A N D  O U R  R E G U L A R  M E N U 
W I L L  B E  A V A I L A B L E  F O R  D E L I V E R Y

4 0 3 8  E A S T  T R E M O N T  AV E N U E  ·  AT  M I L E S  AV E N U E  ·  B R O N X ,  N Y  ·  7 1 8 . 2 3 9 . 3 3 0 0  ·  W W W. T O S C A N Y C . C O M

Grilled Eggplant and 

4 04 3

HAPPY HOUR 
DRINK SPECIALS 

ALL DAY
$7 Flavored Martinis & Cocktails 
Champagne · Mimosa · Bellini
Kir Royale · Sangria: Red and White 
All Wines · Margarita–Frozen, On the 
Rocks and Chilled · Frozen drinks– 
Piña Colada and Strawberry Daiquirí

$5 Imported and Domestic Beer

BAR WILL OPEN AT 12 NOON
FOR THE KICKOFF OF
THE FOOTBALL GAMES

HOLIDAY FARE oke and RoaArtichoke and R

$
BSEATINGS AT 1:30 and 4:30 pm
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B U F F E T  D I N N E R
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$

 PLUS SERVICE
CHARGE AND TAX

$2995
PER ADULT

$1495
KIDS 10 & 

UNDER

NOW ACCEPTING 
RESERVATIONS 

PLEASE CALL
SEATINGS AT 

1:30 and 4:30 pm

BY ROBERT WIRSING
The New York State De-

partment of Transportation 
is paving the way for the com-
plete revitalization of three 
Bronx overpasses as part of 
an infrastructure restoration 
project. 

The three overpasses in-
clude the Lafayette Avenue 
Bridge over the Throgs Neck 
Expressway, the Pennyfi eld 
Avenue Bridge, and the Castle 
Hill Avenue Bridge overlook-
ing Bruckner Boulevard. 

Each are undergoing res-
toration efforts and are being 
worked on by the contractor 
group, DeFoe Corp of Mount 
Vernon, New York.

“We’re replacing the ex-
isting concrete decks of the 
bridges on Lafayette Avenue, 
Pennyfi eld Avenue and Castle 
Hill Avenue and also install-
ing new lighting above and be-
low the decks,” explained Di-
ane Park, NYSDOT - Region 11 
public information offi cer. 

“The key element for this 
project is about improving 
the infrastructure and it will 
have a positive impact for mo-
torists within these commu-
nities. The new bridge decks 

Lafayette Ave. bridge work on schedule

will provide a smooth riding 
surface and they will remain 
within a great state of repair 
for the many years to come.”

According to Park, the in-
vestment for this project totals 
approximately $12.5 million. 

In addition to the over-
pass reconstruction efforts, a 
new traffi c signal adjunct to 
Pennyfi eld Avenue will be in-
stalled at the intersection of 
Lawton and Prentiss avenues. 

The project was awarded to the 
contractors this past January 
and is set for a projected com-
pletion date of spring 2016.

DeFoe Corp was estab-
lished in 1946 and since then 
has garnered a respected rep-
utation for their timeliness 
and craftsmanship. 

Their extensive resume in-
cludes such successful major 
borough projects as the Cross 
Bronx-Bruckner Interchange, 

the Throgs Neck Bridge, the 
Whitestone Bridge, the West 
Fordham Road Bridge over 
the Major Deegan Expressway 
and Metro North Railroad, 
and the Deegan Expressway 
entrance ramp at West Ford-
ham Road.

NYSDOT also noted the 
Major Deegan Expressway is 
slated for rehabilitation. 

The $125 million project 
will focus on the reconstruc-
tion of the elevated highway 
structure from East 138th 
Street to the Macombs Dam 
Bridge, near Yankee Stadium.

According to NYSDOT, the 
reconstruction includes im-
proving seven ramps along 
the expressway, replacing 
330,000 square feet of concrete 
deck and installing a new cen-
ter median. 

New energy effi cient LED 
lighting systems will be in-
stalled to enhance visibil-
ity and safety on the elevated 
roadway, better illuminated 
lane markings on the main-
line I-87 roadway, replacing 
the outermost steel and mak-
ing substructural repairs, 
upgrading and repairing the 
drainage system, installing 

seven single-span sign struc-
tures with new signage, and 
adding a new permanent 
Variable Message Sign on the 
southbound lane to provide 
real-time traffi c information 
as well as general information 
to motorists.  

These improvements will 
also enhance the environment 
along Exterior Street, which 
runs alongside the highway.

Corrective maintenance 
to 62 bridges in the Bronx 
and New York counties was 
awarded to Kiska Construc-
tion, Inc of Long Island, New 
York on Saturday, November 
15. This project’s anticipated 
completion date has been es-
tablished for early 2018.

Kiska Construction Cor-
poration-USA was formed 
in 1987 and is well-known 
for constructing water and 
transportation system shafts 
and tunnels in addition to re-
storing bridges, industrial 
facilities, and highway over-
passes. 

The fi rm has worked on 
some notable borough proj-
ects particularly the Sheridan 
Expressway and the Bruckner 
Expressway.    

Lafayette Avenue Bridge is one of three local area overpasses undergo-
ing renovations. Community News Group / Robert Wirsing
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LAST 3 DAYS!
STORE CLOSING!

FRIDAY 11/21 TO SATURDAY 11/22

50 TO
%70OFF

%ENTIRE 
STORE

EVERYTHING PRICED TO SELL TO THE 

BARE WALLS!

LAST DAY!
SUNDAY NOVEMBER 23

85OFF
%*

*10K GOLD UNLESS OTHERWISE SPECIFIED. 

PLUS ALL FINE GOLD & SILVER JEWELRY

MEMBERS CONTINUE TO EARN POINTS AT THIS OR ANY OF OUR 
OTHER STORE LOCATIONS OR BY SHOPPING ONLINE 24/7 AT 
SEARS.COM OR KMART.COM. NOT A MEMBER? JOIN TODAY—

IT’S FREE! VISIT SHOPYOURWAY.COM OR ASK AN ASSOCIATE.

OPEN DAILY REGULAR HOURS. WE ACCEPT VISA, MASTERCARD, DISCOVER, 
AMERICAN EXPRESS AND SEARS CARD. WE ACCEPT SEARS GIFT CARDS. 

DISCOUNTS DO NOT APPLY TO PREPAID GIFT CARDS AND PHONE 
CARDS. INVENTORY IS LIMITED TO STOCK ON HAND. THIS STORE IS NOT 
PARTICIPATING IN CURRENT SEARS CIRCULARS. THIS EVENT EXCLUDES 

ELECTROLUX. THE AUTO CENTER IS NOT PARTICIPATING IN THIS SALES EVENT.

DISCOUNTS AT THIS STORE ONLY:

BRONX
404 E. Fordham Rd.

STORE FIXTURES, FURNITURE & EQUIPMENT FOR SALE NOW!
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The Care You Need to Live Well at Home

An AgeWell New York Personal Care Manager works with you to create an 
individualized Plan of Care. You will have choices and flexibility, 

and all the services you need to live safely and comfortably in your home. 
Joining AgeWell New York improves your health care coverage and services… 

and you DO NOT lose any of your regular Medicaid or Medicare benefits!

A New York State Authorized Medicaid Managed Long Term Care Plan

For eligibility and enrollment:
Toll Free 1-866-586-8044   TTY/TDD 1-800-662-1220

www.agewellnewyork.com   info@agewellnewyork.com

BY STEVEN GOODSTEIN
Park your car at your own 

risk. 
The ongoing occurrences 

of vehicle theft is taking place 
in Pelham Gardens, leaving 
many of its residents scared in 
what they feel is a “primarily 
safe neighborhood.”

According to reports, the 
cases of petty larceny and oc-
casional grand larceny auto 
have been happening since 
late August on at least a weekly 
basis. When residents walk to 
their car they fi nd their vehi-
cles wheel-less and propped up 
on concrete blocks.

These thefts, which include 
stolen rims, tires and  money, 
as well as broken windshields, 
has residents scared and on 
high alert.

Unfortunately, this isn’t 
the whole situation, or the 
worst of it.

According to residents, 
NYPD offi cers from the 49th 
Precinct are downplaying 
these thefts and encourag-
ing victims to minimize their 
losses.

“The way the NYPD is han-
dling this situation is both 
concerning and disturbing,” 
said Pelham Gardens resident 

John Johnson, who has lived 
in the neighborhood for al-
most 20 years.

“What kind of society do we 
live in where people are asked 
to turn the other cheek when 
their valuable belongings have 
been stolen from them? 

“After seeing this take 
place over and over for an ex-
tended period of time, I would 
think that there’s some kind 
of management issue amongst 
the NYPD, at least at the 

49th.”
The 49th Precinct hasn’t 

exactly stood still, as they 
have made many good arrests 
in response to these thefts. 

According to the precinct, 
many of these thieves leave 
jail soon afterbeing appre-
hended and go right back to 
work. 

There are entire crews ded-
icated to stealing parts from 
one particular type of vehicle, 
the 49th added.

Car burglaries rattle Pelham Gardens residents
“I’m sure it’s very frustrat-

ing to walk outside and see 
one’s own vehicle after it was 
robbed,” said Detective Vic-
tor DiPierro of the 49th Pre-
cinct Community Affairs of-
fi ce. “However, at our precinct 
meetings we specifi cally en-
courage neighborhood resi-
dents to not keep any valuables 
inside the car and to purchase 
wheel locks, which are very 
hard to break, to prevent these 
instances.”

DiPierro went on to state 
that most of the vehicles in-
volved in tire theft did not 
have wheel locks.

Despite this, residents 
claim that the 49th Precinct 
has delayed following up on 
these thefts, if they choose to 
follow up at all. 

Reportedly, calls have been 
placed to the 49th while car 
thefts were in progress, but 
the slow response allowed the 
thieves to get away with the 
goods.

Residents believe that the 
precinct has been focusing 
primarily on the low-income 
housing units, such as the Pel-
ham Parkway Houses, which 
has likely contributed to this 
situation getting so out of 

hand.
“We have to draw the line,” 

said Johnson. “Neighbors’ 
valuables are being stolen, 
their safety is being jeopar-
dized and they are being asked 
by the top law enforcement to 
forget about it. What’s next?”

According to Pelham Gar-
dens resident Alvaro Torres, 
this is an re-occurring prob-
lem that always takes place 
at the end of the summer, and 
that the car thieves show no 
mercy. 

“It doesn’t matter if the 
rims are locked or not, they 
are still taken,” claims Tor-
res, who had his rims stolen in 
October. “Pelham Gardens is 
being hit often, so managing 
this situation should be a top 
priority for law enforcement.”

Torres also explained the 
frustrating process of follow-
ing up on the burglary, when 
similar instances have proved 
to be quite common in the 
neighborhood.

“A lot of rims and tires 
have been stolen, so I can’t go 
to court yet. Once the NYPD 
builds a case on the person or 
the people involved, then I will 
go to court.”

A car parked in a driveway on Eastchester Road and Waring Avenue had 
its tires and rims stolen on August 31. Photo courtesy of John Johnson
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nynurses @nynurseswww.nysna.org

Across the city nurses are working night and day to care for all 
New Yorkers. Whether it’s the flu, a natural disaster, or Ebola, we 

know that nurses will be there to provide care for all in need.
 

That’s why we’re taking a moment to thank nurses for the 
incredible care they provide.

 
Have you benefited from the care of a nurse? 

THANK A NURSE TODAY. 
Go to Thankful4Nurses.org to tell us your story.

THIS THANKSGIVING 

WE’RE THANKFUL 
for Nurses
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ROYAL COACH
DINER - RESTAURANT

Entrees
Whole Roast

Maryland Turkey
with Chestnut Stuffi ng

Includes:  Relish Tray, and 
Apple Cider

(A Whole Turkey will be presented 
only for parties of 4 or more)

Choice  of

Soup or Salad

Soups
Pumpkin with

Roasted Garlic Croutons
Chicken Noodle
Cream of Turkey

Vegetables
Mashed Turnips

Broccoli
Peas And Carrots
Corn On The Cob

String Beans,
Athenian Style

Potatoes
Mashed Potatoes
Baked Potatoes     

French Fries
Candied Yams

Special Thanksgiving Day Menu

718.653.1716
www.ROYALCOACHDINER.COM

$21.95
(per person)

The Management & Staff of The Royal Coach Diner Wish All, 

A  Happy Thanksgiving
DINE ROYALLY

Dessert
Fresh Pumpkin Pie

Last year’s holiday lights on Morris Park Avenue. File photo

BY JAIME WILLIAMS
Holiday lights are going up in Mor-

ris Park, but the effort to pay for them 
is just beginning.

The Morris Park Community Asso-
ciation has recently started its annual 
canvassing for contributions to the 
holiday light fund, which has gotten 
increasingly diffi cult over the years.

Although the lights will go up about 
a week before Thanksgiving, MPCA 
president Tony Signorile said the fund-
raising still has a long way to go.

The lights, which are placed at 
about two strands per block, for a 1.5 
miles from Williamsbridge Road and 
Pelham Parkway to Morris Park Ave-
nue, then down Morris Park Avenue to 
White Plains Road, will cost the com-
munity association between $15,000 
and $17,000 this year, said Signorile.

Fundraising up and down the av-
enues is a big project for the MPCA 
volunteers, who will be visiting shops 
in the coming weeks, soliciting contri-
butions, said MPCA vice president Al 
D’Angelo.

A good portion of neighborhood 

MPCA urges local 
merchants to light up

stores are happy to contribute to the 
decorations that light up the avenues.

“Our merchants for the most part 
are eager to give,” said D’Angelo. 

But for some of the merchants, get-
ting them to contribute is like pulling 
teeth, he said.

It’s been getting progressively more 
diffi cult to fundraise the past several 
years, said Signorile. The association 
understands that a lot of businesses  
are struggling, but the merchants are 
not being asked for large contribu-
tions.

“We need the merchant’s help,” he 
said.

Merchants who contribute get a 
‘thank-you’ poster to place in their 
window, said Signorile, which he said 
indicates to customers that the busi-
ness gives back to the neighborhood.

D’Angelo pointed out the money 
goes directly to the lights, and not to 
the association for any other use.

“The money is only to benefi t the 
community,” he said. “It gives the 
neighborhood a festive atmosphere.”

The association feels it’s impor-
tant to keep the tradition of the lights 
going, which they’ve been doing for 
around 35 years, said Signorile. The 
lights make the neighborhood look 
special, he said.

“When people see holiday lights, 
they say ‘wow,’” said Signorile.

The decorations create a warmth 
as the harsh winds blow in, said 
D’Angelo.

“When you see the lights go up, 
it gives you a happy feeling,” said 
D’Angelo.

The money is 
only to benefi t the 

community. It gives the 
neighborhood a festive 

atmosphere.
Al D’Angelo 
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Robust job growth, new 
retail and residential proj-
ects, and pro-business local 
officials are among the rea-
sons investors are finding the 
Bronx an attractive place for 
their investment dollars.

In the first half of the year 
the Bronx saw $1.15 billion in 
investment property sales, ac-
cording to Ariel Property Ad-
visors’ Bronx 2014 Mid-Year 
Sales Report, and the borough 
is expected to end the year 
with investment property 
sales exceeding $2 billion. Of 
the deals in the borough, the 
multifamily asset class domi-
nated investment sales and 
institutional investors were 
among the new players enter-
ing the market.

Investors are attracted to 
the Bronx because they are 
finding higher returns rela-
tive to the rest of New York 
City, but property prices are 
rising.  Average yields for mul-
tifamily buildings at mid-year 
were around 6.6 percent, but 
in some deals cap rates have 
fallen below 6 percent and 
sometimes below 5 percent. 
The price per square foot for 
commercial properties also 
is rising from $213 per square 
foot in 2010 to $396 per square 
foot in the first half of 2014.

Four major retail projects 
have opened in the Bronx in 
recent months including the 
Mall at Bay Plaza, Riverdale 
Crossing, Throggs Neck Shop-
ping Center, and Broadway 
Plaza. Dozens of other residen-
tial, retail, and recreational 
projects are under construc-
tion or are in the planning 
stages. If the four proposed 
Metro North stations are ap-
proved, the eastern section of 
the Bronx will open up to jobs 
and development. In addition, 
zoning changes approved by 

the city are already spurring 
many new developments.

Ariel Property Advisors re-
cently shared its research dur-
ing “The Bronx is Booming,” 
a program and panel discus-
sion at the Bronx-Manhattan 
North Association of Real-
tors’ 13th Annual Trade Show 
at the Bronx YMCA. Shimon 
Shkury, president of Ariel 
Property Advisors, provided 
an overview of the Bronx in-
vestment property sales mar-
ket and moderated a panel 
discussion with industry lead-
ers who are investing in the 
Bronx including Robert Frost, 
managing member of Signa-
ture Urban Properties and 
president of Signature Part-
ners; Seble Tareke-Williams, 
managing director of Emmes 
Asset Management Company; 
and Mark Stagg, president & 
founder of the Stagg Group. 

A 2011 zoning change from 
manufacturing to residential 
in the Crotona Park East/West 
Farms section of the Bronx 
is enabling Signature Urban 
Properties to develop 10 resi-
dential buildings with 1,300 af-
fordable units, Mr. Frost said. 
Two of the buildings with 237 
units are currently under con-
struction and should be online 
by the end of 2015. The firm is 
hoping to break ground on two 
additional buildings in June 
of 2015 and another building 
at the end of 2015, which will 
leave five more buildings to 
build.

“We’re bullish on the 
Bronx,” Mr. Frost said. 
“There is a huge amount of in-
frastructure here that doesn’t 
exist in other places. …the 
subways are already here, the 
parks are already here…and 
there are some real institu-
tions in the Bronx that help 
support it such as Montefiore 
Medical Center and  Albert 
Einstein College of Medicine,  
the Zoo, Fordham, and the Bo-
tanical Garden. We believe in 
the Bronx and within our in-
vesting in New York City it is 
really our primary focus.”

Mr. Frost observed that the 
changes in the Bronx in recent 
decades have been remarkable 
and that the borough is be-
coming a tourist destination. 
The Opera House Hotel on 
149th Street is 100 percent oc-
cupied and Mr. Frost said that 
his firm is planning to build a 
Hampton Inn near Yankee Sta-
dium.  New projects like the 
planned re-development of the 

Bronx Post Office also have the 
potential to attract tourists.   

Mr. Stagg said in the last 
12 years, the Stagg Group has 
built 2,500 units of housing 
and currently has six proj-
ects with 600 units under con-
struction. 

“I’m committed to bring-
ing Manhattan to the Bronx,” 
Mr. Stagg said. “Housing is 
housing and people deserve a 
quality home, hard wood floor, 
granite counter top, sufficient 
light, and appliances that are 
user friendly.”

The Stagg Group builds 
ground up apartments for all 
income levels including homes 
for market rate tenants, Sec-
tion 8 tenants, and veterans, 
and also owns and manages 
1,200 units in all neighbor-
hoods of the Bronx. 

“We see great opportu-
nity and great values in the 
Bronx after what’s happened 
in the last few years,” said Mr. 
Stagg. “I never could identify 
with the prices in Manhattan. 
I kept this niche and I fell in 
love with this borough.”

Ms. Williams said that 
Emmes began investing in 
properties in the Bronx in 
the 1990s as part of a 100-plus 
distressed portfolio across 
all boroughs.  “If you look at 
the value that was achieved 
in that portfolio, most of it 
was because of the neighbor-
hoods improving and the 
growth of the neighborhoods 
where these properties were 
located,” she said. “So we rec-
ognize the unrealized value of 
the outer boroughs.”

Last year Emmes launched 
the Emmes Interborough 
Fund, a $160 million fund that 
targets retail, multifamily, and 
office investments across New 
York City’s outer boroughs, 
Ms. Williams said.  The Fund 
recently purchased a portfolio 
of five buildings with 80,000 
square feet of retail in the 
Bronx on primary retail corri-
dors such as Westchester Ave-
nue, Burnside Avenue, Grand 
Concourse, and Fordham, all 
locations near transportation 
hubs. The properties, which 
are 86 percent occupied with 

a mix of national retailers and 
small, local businesses, were 
considered a “core plus play.”  

Ms. Williams said her firm 
sees opportunity in the Bronx 
because there is a $9 billion 
demand annually for retail 
in the borough, but a third of 
the market isn’t being served. 
As a result, the borough is 
experiencing “retail leak-
age,” meaning that residents 
are spending their dollars in 
other boroughs and in other 
states instead of the Bronx.  
She said she also sees value on 
the Bronx waterfront.

For a copy of Ariel Prop-
erty Advisors’ Bronx 2014 
Mid-Year Sales Report, please 
see http://arielpa.com/news-
r o om /r ep or t-A PA-Br on x-
mid2014-Sales-Report. 

Ariel Property Advisors is 
a New York City investment 
property sales firm with an ex-
pertise in the multifamily mar-
ket and development sites. The 
firm also produces a number of 
research reports. For more in-
formation, please call 212-544-
9500 or visit us at arielpa.com.

A D V E R T I S E M E N T

Commercial Real Estate Investors  
Bullish on the Bronx

arielpa.com | 212.544.9500

Our Approach I Investment Sales & Investment Research

SOLD I $7,150,000 by Ariel Property Advisors
4250-4280 White Plains Road & 712 East 236th Street, Bronx, NY
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BY JAIME WILLIAMS
The former St. Dominic 

school building will open  as a 
public elementary school in fall 
2015.

But after a contentious dis-
cussion between local resi-
dents and Community Educa-
tion Council 11, the school will 
not be zoned and will open as a 
choice school.

The small elementary 
school, named X311, will open 
at 1684 White Plains Road with 
two kindergarten classes. The 
CEC discussed and voted on 
the Department of Education’s 
proposed zoning for the school 
at the November 18 calendar 
meeting. 

The purpose of the new 
school’s zoning was to alleviate 
overcrowding at P.S. 83 in Mor-
ris Park. The small zone for 
X311 would have included the 
blocks of the president streets 
between Van Nest and Tremont 
avenues, as well as the blocks 
of Hunt, Holland, Wallace and 
Barnes avenues south of Mor-
ris Park Avenue. 

But P.S. 83 principal Bran-
don Muccino opposed breaking 
up the zoning for his combined 
elementary and middle school. 

Open choice for new Van Nest elementary school 

His middle school classes 
are more crowded than his el-
ementary classes, he said, and 
he expects that the middle 
school seats will be full again 
by the time the X311 students 
graduate fi fth grade and look to 
attend P.S. 83 for sixth grade.

“They’re not going to be able 
to come back here,” he said.

He felt it’s important that 
families that were originally 
zoned for P.S. 83 retain the 
right to send their kids to an 

elementary school where they 
are then guaranteed middle 
school seats.

Several community mem-
bers in attendance also voiced 
their opposition to the zoning 
plan. 

One common complaint 
was that the Van Nest neigh-
borhood is already divided 
by zoning; part goes to P.S. 83 
while part travels to P.S. 105 in 
Pelham Parkway. 

A zoned X311 would not be a 

true neighborhood school, they 
said, because it would not serve 
all the kids from the neighbor-
hood.

Making X311 a choice 
school could mean more stu-
dents would have the option to 
go to a school in their immedi-
ate area.

“Wouldn’t it make sense 
for you to choose to walk fi ve  
blocks to school instead of bus-
ing up to P.S. 105?” Muccino 
asked.

The community members, 
including Community Board 
11 vice chair and former edu-
cator Al D’Angelo, repeatedly 
urged the CEC to consider 
school choice.

“Let the parents make the 
decision where they’re going 
to send your children,” said 
D’Angelo.

On the other side, the su-
perintendent urged the com-
munity to look at the long term 
needs of P.S. 83, which at 108% 
utilization could benefi t from 
extra space.

CEC president Pam John-
son raised the concern that a 
choice school would not neces-
sarily be fi lled with  students 
from the immediate neighbor-

hood.
“If it’s zoned, the kids in 

your area will be served,” said 
Johnson.

The principal of nearby Van 
Nest Academy, Carol Ann Gilli-
gan, suggested the solution was 
to go the route of her school, 
which operated as a choice 
school with a tiered enrollment 
system, giving priority for stu-
dents zoned for nearby schools. 

Many community mem-
bers, as well as Muccino, voiced 
strong support for this idea, 
but the CEC was only voting on 
whether to approve the DOE’s 
recommended zoning or not.

In the end, three members 
voted to approve the zoning 
while fi ve abstained, and the 
zoning did not pass. The an-
nouncement was met with ap-
plause from those in atten-
dance.

At the same November 
meeting, the CEC also voted 
on rezoning in Wakefi eld for a 
new public school in the former 
St. Anthony school building, 
which will alleviate overcrowd-
ing in P.S. 16 and allow for the 
removal of transportable class-
rooms. The proposed zoning 
passed without objection.

The former St. Dominic School at 1684 White Plains Road is set to be the 
site of a new public elementary school, P.S. 311, slated to open for the 
2015-2016 school year. File Photo
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1760 CROSBY AVE, BRONX, NY 10461
FREE FAST DELIVERY

F: 718 597-4995 
T: 718 597-4992 

T: 718 597-4993 
T: 718 597-4994

FIND US ON:

MONDAY THRU FRIDAY
Our physicians at Albert Einstein College of Medicine and Montefiore Medical Center want your 
help in testing whether a lubricant can help prevent the spread of human papillomavirus (HPV).

ARE YOU A HEALTHY WOMAN 19–35 YEARS OLD?

Details of This Study:

 Find out if using a lubricant that contains a 
natural compound can protect against HPV 
infection

 Find out if the lubricant is well tolerated

 If you are pregnant, breastfeeding, or have 
significant medical disease, you may not 
participate

Your Part in the Study:

 During the course of the study, you will 
be asked to use a lubricant each time 
you have sex

 You will get regular testing for HPV and 
other sexually transmitted diseases

For your participation, you can receive
up to $750* in reimbursement, or more.
*Reimbursement depends on the length of your participation.

For more information,  
call 646-574-2369 or email  
StopHPV@montefiore.org. www.montefiore.org/hpv-clinical-trial

BY ROBERT WIRSING
Three years ago in Balti-

more’s Chesapeake Detention 
Facility, Lead By Example & 
Reverse The Trend a self-im-
provement program started. It 
was designed to rehabilitate in-
dividuals and societies marred 
by violence. 

Interestingly enough, its 
founder, an Evangelical min-
ister, was not always so righ-
teous.  

“I had my fi rst incarcera-
tion with the federal govern-
ment when I was young, I 
was about 25 years old at the 
time,” revealed Hendrickson, 
LBE&RTT founder and leader. 
“I went to trial for a drug con-
spiracy charge and I was sen-
tenced to 22 years.”

While serving time, Hen-
drickson’s eyes were opened 
to a much bigger problem than 
his own.

“In that environment, I be-
gan to see a lot of young men 
coming in without any redeem-
ing skills,” he said. ”I wanted 
to pay it forward and help the 
youth. I went up to the warden 
and asked if there could be a 
self-improvement program cre-
ated for the young men here 

Lead By Example spreads message to Hunts Point
and he allowed it. I got permis-
sion to teach the program and 
the change soon become evi-
dent.” 

The youth started to take 
everything he was saying to 
heart.

“My experience being on the 
opposite side of the law, going 
through the incarceration and 
rehabilitation process made 
me more creditable to them,” 
he explained. “It became a les-
son for them and revealed that 
I could be trusted.”

Hendrickson became a min-
ister eight months ago. His ex-
perience not only taught the fa-
ther of two an important lesson 
in self re-evaluation, but be-
came the driving force behind 
establishing these two com-
munity outreach programs. 
LBE&RTT’s core values were 
based on ones originally in-
stilled into Hendrickson by his 
grandmother. 

They include character 
building, honesty and integ-
rity, parenting skills, respect 
for everyone, building and 
maintaining healthy relation-
ships, rejecting peer pressure 
and violence, quality educa-
tion, establishing goals and 
purposes, and faith. The end 

result is for individuals to ‘re-
verse the trend’ of self-destruc-
tive behavior and become law 
abiding citizens and produc-
tive members of society. 

“I’m completely committed 
to changing and improving the 
conditions of the community 
through self-improvement be-
cause it is the basis of commu-
nity development,” he said. “We 
have to develop the people and 
they will develop it. The main 
objective of these programs is 
to prevent violence in at-risk, 
violent societies and it can help 
guide our youth to a better to-
morrow.”

For additional information, 
visit www.leadbyexample-re-
versethetrend.com or call (732) 
430-9020.

“Our programs are about 
enhancing the human being 
and making him or her better,” 
explained Hendrickson. “We 
try to help people in every as-
pect of their lives.”

The program recently con-
ducted a Candlelight Peace 
Walk on the corner of 167th 
Street and Interval Avenue be-
fore concluding at 163rd Street 
and Simpson Street for the 
Anti-Gun, Anti-Violence Cease-
fi re Rally on the evening of Sat-

urday, November 15, in Hunts 
Point. 

The event was meant to send 
a message and prevent any in-
stances of violence within the 
area. 

“It was a great turnout,” ex-
pressed Hendrickson. “We had 
over 100 participants and what 
was really inspiring were the 
young people, because their 
voices were being heard. We 
garnered a lot of support from 
the Bronx and they tell us to 
keep going with these pro-
grams. I received a lot of help 
for the programs and it was a 
team effort.”

Hendrickson and LBE&RTT 
would like to extend their full-
est gratitude to the Comptrol-
ler’s Offi ce; Councilwoman 
Vanessa Gibson; 41st Pre-
cinct’s Community Affairs De-
partment; Guns Down, Life 
Up; Save Our Streets; Viveca 
White; Sarah Delany, outreach 
coordinator; John Bradley; 
Pastor Staci Ramos, Garden of 
Gethsemane Ministries; Sarah 
Murray; Kevin Hently; Cedric 
Scott; Garnett Smith; Rever-
end Vernon Williams, Perfect 
Peace Ministry; and Pastor 
Roslyn Willis, Accepted Minis-

try for all of their help in mak-
ing the Hunts Point Peace Walk 
and Ceasefi re Rally a success-
ful venture.

Pastor Antonio Hendrickson (r), 
Lead By Example &amp; Reverse 
The Trend founder/leader with De-
tective Aida Haddock-Sanchez, 41st 
Precinct Community Affairs offi cer 
at Saturday’s event. 
 Photo courtesy of Lead By Example 
&amp; Reverse The Trend
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Women ages 21–32 interested in  
becoming anonymous egg donors  
should contact Jessica at 914-997-1060  
or email eggdonor@montefiore.org.

Compensation is $8,000 upon  
completion of cycle.

Institute for Reproductive Medicine and Health,
Center for Fertility Preservation
141 South Central Avenue
Hartsdale, New York 10530

www.montefiore.org/ivf

Egg Donors  
Needed

060 

h,

ADDRESS IN BRONX COUNTY        DESCRIPTION                STARTING BID
 
744 Edison Avenue         2 Family House                $390,000
1719 Wallace Avenue         1 Family House                $235,000
1273 Rosedale Avenue                           1 Family House                $280,000
3244 Fish Avenue         1 Family House                $305,000
111 Park Place, Brooklyn, NY, 11217       3 Family Brownstone            $2,425,000
 
NOTE: All Properties Are Unoccupied

PUBLIC ADMINISTRATOR OF BRONX COUNTY

REAL ESTATE AUCTION
MONDAY DECEMBER 8, 2014

BIDDER REGISTRATION TO START AT 9:30 AM
AUCTION TO START AT 10:30 AM

851 Grand Concourse, Room 406; Bronx, NY

All Property Is and Will Be Sold As-Is In All respects.  All Prospective Bidders Must Pre-Qualify 
By Presenting, Prior To the Start of the Auction, a Bank or Certified Deposit Check for 10% 
of the Property’s Starting Bid and Made Payable to “THE PUBLIC ADMINISTRATOR of BRONX 
COUNTY.”  The Deposit of the Winning Bidder Will Be Retained as a Non-Refundable Contract 
Down-payment That Will Be Forfeited and Negotiated On Behalf of the Seller If the Winning Bid-
der Fails to Immediately Execute a Contract of Sale in the Form That Will Provided by the Public 
Administrator. 

Sales are ALL CASH with NO MORTGAGE CONTINGENCY
Closing Within 60 days, and With Time of the Essence Benefitting the Seller Only.  Further 

Terms, Conditions and Limitations are set forth in both the Public Administrator’s Form Contract 
of Sale and also in the Terms and Conditions of Sale, and Will Be Stated Orally Prior to the Auc-
tion.  The Public Administrator Reserves the Right to Withdraw Any Property and Reject Any Bid 
Without Notice. 

The Available Properties Will Be Open for Walk-throughs on November 29th & 30th, 2014 
and December 6th, 2014, From 11AM to 4 PM each day.  Beginning on December 1, 2014, Form 
Contracts of Sale and the Terms and Conditions of Sale, and Title Reports and Property Detail 
Sheets as to the Available Properties, will be available for viewing at the Office of the Public 
Administrator of Bronx County, located at 851 Grand Concourse, Bronx, NY, 10451, Room 336.

BY STEVEN GOODSTEIN
Si! A Bronx resident has come up 

with a new, effective way to learn 
Spanish.

Eldon Mirjah, originally a native 
of Grenada who has lived in the bor-
ough since 2001, has started a web-
site that helps those who are inter-
ested in learning Spanish.

The program, Gritty Spanish, 
features MP3 formatted conversa-
tions along with PDF formatted tran-
scripts of the conversations made by 
real, colorful Spanish-speaking ac-
tors and actresses in everyday life. 
The website’s motto: Real People, 
Real Spanish, Real Gritty sums up 
the learning experience that Gritty 
Spanish offers.

The Gritty Spanish package in-
cludes 31 real-life conversations that 
include emotions such as arguments 
and frustrations, for example, and 
was created to train its listeners to 
distinguish tone and pitch, so Span-
ish-speaking learners can apply it in 
whichever Spanish speaking nation 
that they visit.

“I’ve always wanted to create 
something like this because I am a 
Spanish learner and was continu-
ously frustrated because I couldn’t 

Grenada-born, Bronxite creates 
‘Gritty Spanish’ language program

find any down-to-earth content - 
the content was just ‘too nice’,” said 
Mirjah.

“I just wanted to give the inter-
mediate-advanced learners of Span-
ish a fun and more interesting way 
to learn the language by listening to 
real everyday and sometimes over 
the top conversations, so it’s easier 
to remember. I also wanted to create 
a learning option that was afford-
able.”

Eldon’s journey creating this pro-
gram began about two years, when 
he started studying Spanish and felt 
like he wasn’t making much prog-
ress, stuck at the intermediate level.

Eldon began taking time to look 
for alternate ways to learn the lan-
guage, but the resources didn’t 
match his standards, as he was look-
ing for a program that sounded more 
authentic and realistic.

Eldon realized he should take it 
upon himself to write stories and get 
in touch with Spanish-speaking ac-
tors and actresses to help him dra-
matically act out the dialogues to 
help him improve his proficiency.

In the middle of creating this 
program for himself, Eldon real-
ized that others just like him, who 

were not fluent in Spanish, could 
also benefit from this program as 
well, especially in the Bronx, where 
a large portion of the community is 
Latino and Spanish-speaking.

“It’s always a benefit when one 
has the ability to understand and 
communicate with more people and 
learn more about them and their 
wonderful culture,” said Lorita 
Clarke-Scott, who is handling pub-
lic relations for Eldon’s program 
and website. “It not only benefits 
individuals in the Bronx, but a per-
son anywhere else in the world who 
will be able to use Gritty Spanish as 
a resource and benefit since it will 
give them a better understanding 
of the language and how real people 
speak.”

Due to its conversational inten-
sity and potentially violent themes, 
Gritty Spanish is deemed not suit-
able for children. However, these 
violent themes are not intended to 
be taken seriously and are meant to 
further one’s knowledge.

These dialogues and transcripts 
are currently available for $59.99, 
and are user friendly with all iPad, 
iPhone and Galaxy devices. A Kin-
dle eBook was also released due to 

the overwhelming response from 
the MP3 and PDF versions

Downloading samples of the con-
versations and transcripts is also 
available on the website at www.
grittyspanish.com.

Eldon Mirjah, the creator of Gritty Spanish. 
 Photo courtesy of Eldon Mirjah
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WWW.SBHNY.ORG

Prenatal Care at  
5 Convenient Locations

Specialists for  
High-Risk Pregnancies

Family-Centered  
Childbirth Experience

Call 718-960-3730 and  
let us take care of you.

  Special Delivery
Special Care

Oil & 
Bioheat fuel.
Savings. Service. Value.

Additional terms and conditions may apply. Some services may not be available in all areas. 
NYC Lic. No. 1314079. ©2014 Petro.  P_14472

petro.com petro mobile connect on

Call today for special offers! 1.866.539.5295

Oil Heat Ultra Low Sulfur Bioheat/Fuel

air emissions by over 70%

maintenance and a cleaner 
environment

Oil   |   Natural Gas 
Heating   |   Cooling 
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WE HAVE THE LOWERST PRICES AROUND

CROSBY PET CENTER
CROSBY PET CENTER

$5.00 OFF
ANY FULL PET GROOMING

CROSBY PET CENTER

10% OFF
ANY STORE PURCHASE

CROSBY PET CENTER

$200 OFF
ANY PUPPY PURCHASE

MON-FRI 

WWW.CROSBYPETCENTER.NET

PLUS $100 IN PUPPY SUPPLIES

& CAT TREATS!

LEASHES & COLLARS

SWEATERS & COATS

Tropical
Fish
and
Fish

Tanks

We do

and

WEDNESDAY & FRIDAY

 

GROOMING SPECIAL!

$10 OFF

BY ROBERT WIRSING
As Thanksgiving ap-

proaches, one Bronx commu-
nity will be giving back to 
those less fortunate.

Starting the week after 
Thanksgiving, P.S. 83 will 
work in conjunction with the 
49th Precinct for its annual 
holiday food drive event. 

Started nine years ago, 
the drive was designed to feed 
many in the community who 
go hungry during the holiday 
season. The program was or-
ganized by Joseph Thompson, 
49th Precinct Community 
Council president.

“We realized that people 
were giving away toys for 
the holiday season and those 
are plentiful, however they 
weren’t giving away food 
which is more scarce,” ex-
plained Thompson. “Some 
people don’t have food for the 
holidays and they’re hungry.”

According to Thompson, 
last year’s drive collected be-
tween 7,000 through 8,000 
pounds of food for the needy 
and less fortunate in the com-
munity. 

Approximately 1,600 to 
1,700 pounds of dry goods were 

49th Precinct, P.S. 83 hold holiday food drive

P.S. 108 and the 49th Precinct will be conducting their annual holiday 
food drive in two weeks. File Photo

also contributed to last year’s 
drive. 

“Our philosophy is this, 
we don’t do the city program,” 
he said. “We have a lot of peo-
ple in the Community Board 
11 area and we have so many 
hungry people here.”

P.S. 83 has been involved 
with this worthy cause for 
these past years and their in-
volvement as well as commit-
ment to this drive is certainly 

visible. 
“It’s been a very positive 

experience and everyone par-
ticipates,” explained Brandon 
Muccino, principal at P.S. 83. 
“The Holiday Food Drive is 
done in partnership with the 
49th Precinct’s Community 
Affairs Department and we 
get the whole community in-
volved. We have ‘van loads’ of 
food leaving this building.”

“The kids love to give back 

to the community and they 
give as much as you would 
expect them to,” revealed 
Thompson. “Everyone works 
with it and they are pleased be 
how successful it is in helping 
people.”

Thompson divulged that 
many businesses within the 
area donate 15 turkeys each 
which are sent to different se-
nior centers throughout the 
area.

Thompson shared one ex-
ample of the community giv-
ing back to those in need. 

The Cub Scout Pack 162 set 
up a donation area outside of a 
local supermarket. The group 
spent a total of four hours in 
the cold autumn weather and 
collected 1,500 pounds of food 
throughout the entire dura-
tion.  

“The students and com-
munity are amazed by the 
amounts we raise for this an-
nual drive and it makes them 
understand how important 
we are in raising donations 
that go towards those in need 
in the community,” expressed 
Muccino. “It makes us realize 
just how fortunate we really 
are.”

The drive goes for three 
weeks, offi cially beginning 
the week after Thanksgiving 
and continuing until the week 
before Christmas. Everyone is 
invited to contribute whatever 
non-perishable food they can 
to this efffort.

“In the hallway of both of 
our school buildings, there 
are baskets that any commu-
nity member can place a dona-
tion for the drive,” said Muc-
cino. “Everyone is welcome 
to make a contribution to this 
worthy cause.”

Thompson added that 
any non-perishable as well 
as non-expired food items 
can be delivered to the 49th 
Precinct after Thanksgiving 
and it will be set aside for 
the upcoming annual food 
drive.

“I love this program and it 
really serves its intended pur-
pose of giving back to those 
in the community who do not 
have as much as the rest,” said 
Thompson. “It’s been a plea-
sure to work with everyone 
and it’s gratifying to witness 
the joy people show when re-
ceiving these donations for 
their holiday.” 
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Ready to learn
more about

relapsingMS?
You and your loved one are invited to an 
MS LIVING EVENT. Hear from MS experts and 
others who are living with MS. Plus, get some 
answers about dealing with MS and information 
on an oral treatment.

EXPERT SPEAKERS
Rene, Elkin, MD
MS Clinic Ryebrook
MS Clinic Bronx Lebanon Hospital

FYI
A meal will be provided
Free parking or valet available

PLEASE RSVP AT
mslivingevents.com or call 1-866-703-6293
Register today. Space is limited.

Event ID: TR76662 (1185275) US.MS.MSX. 14.08.017

Morton’s The Steakhouse, 551 5th Avenue, New York,  NY 10017
Monday, November 24, 2014 at 6:30 PM Eastern
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The 23rd annual ‘Holiday Train Show’ at the New York Botanical Garden opened to the public on 

Saturday, November 15, 2014 and runs through Sunday, January 19, 2015. The show features model 

trains winding through replicas of New York landmarks from the Botanical Garden’s collection of 

more than 140 structures — all created from plant materials — at the display in the Enid A. Haupt 

Conservatory.

Train show returns to the Garden

The New York Botanical Garden. 
 Photo by Walter Pofeldt

The arch at Washington Square Park. 
 Photo by Walter Pofeldt

The Brooklyn Bridge. 
 Photo by Walter Pofeldt

Lady Liberty. 
 Photo by Walter Pofeldt

Oliver Berube got a 
sneek peak of the show 
at the media preview. 
 Photo by Walter Pofeldt
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A place where strangers are not strangers ... But friends who have yet to meet!

Home of Good Food & Strong Drinks

Throggs Neck Clipper

DAILY

LUNCH & DINNER 

SPECIALS FAXED 

ON REQUEST

FREE
WI-FI

BAR ONLY*

THURSDAY NIGHT 
FOOTBALL SPECIALS*

8-10PM
10 FOR $5 WINGS (8 FLAVORS) 

MRKT PRICE PEEL N EAT SHRIMP SPECIAL
$5 IRISH NACHOS

5 FOR $7 BUCKET 0’NIPS OF BUD LITE OR COORS LIGHT

SUNDAY SPECIALS 
NFL SPECIALS*

4-8PM
25¢ WINGS (8 FLAVORS)

MRKT PRICE PEEL N EAT SHRIMP SPECIAL 

5 FOR $7 BUCKET 0’NIPS OF BUD LITE OR COORS LIGHT

NOW BOOKING HOLIDAY PARTIES - CATERING TO GROUPS 20-70

Special Packages Available - Call Eileen 718-829-0005
Open 7 Days 11 AM – 4 PM AM Til 3 PM PM

PM PM

AM Til 4 PM

Graduations

Communions

Confi rmations

Luncheons

Birthdays

Reunions

Captain’s Cabin

ARE YOU READY FOR 
SOME FOOTBALL?

HAPPY HOUR
MON THRU FRI 4-6PM

$2 DOMESTIC PINTS OF BEER
$5 MARTINI OF THE DAY

$5 SPECIALS**
10 BUFFALO WINGS (8 FLAVORS)

IRISH NACHOS OR CLAMS SPECIALS 
(VARY DAILY)

PEEL N EAT SHRIMP /GARLIC BREAD DU JOUR
**TWO DRINK MINIMUM REQUIRED FOR SPECIALS

CLIPPER 
SUNDAY BRUNCH

11 AM–3 PM
INCLUDES TRADITIONAL IRISH 

BREAKFAST & COMPLIMENTARY 
MIMOSA OR BLOODY MARY OR 

GLASS OF BEER
**TWO DRINK MINIMUM REQUIRED FOR SPECIALS

PRIME RIB TUESDAYS  
14oz CUT OF BLACK 
ANGUS PRIME RIB

SOUP OR SALAD, PRIME RIB POT, 
VEGETABLES & DESSERT

**TWO DRINK MINIMUM REQUIRED FOR SPECIALS

$1895

WATCH ALL YOUR NFL GAMES ON OUR 8 NEW BIG SCREEN TV’S

A Very Happy Thanksgiving
(Restaurant Will Be Closed On Thanksgiving) 

The Clipper Crew Would Like To Wish All Our Customers

BAR WILL BE OPEN ALL DAY
NOW BOOKING HOLIDAY PARTIES 

IN OUR CAPTAINS CABIN 
Party Room Catering For Groups Of 20-60
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Implant.....................$995
Intergrated Post...........$0
Crown.......................$995
Total.......................$1990

CHOOSE EXCELLENCE
Vincent M. Cefola, D.D.S.
Roger Chehova, D.D.S.

1865 Williamsbridge Road
Bronx, NY 10461

718-892-2042
cefola-chehova@optimum.net

PROUDLY SERVING THE COMMUNITY FOR 30 YEARS!

High Quality 
Comprehensive 
Dentistry

Implants

FREE CONSULTATION

FALL SPECIAL
Whiten Your Teeth

$149
Includes Cleaning

New patients only - by appointment only.
Must mention promotion at time of booking.

On November 9, Calvary Hospital co-
sponsored the 27th Annual Bikur Cholim 
Conference with the UJA-Federation of New 
York on “When the Healer Needs Healing Ill-
ness and the Bikur Cholim Conference.” Bikur 
Cholim (visiting the sick) is a very important 
mitzvah throughout the Jewish community.

Calvary led a workshop entitled -- Visit-
ing with Someone at the End of Life: “What 
do I say?” “What if they can’t speak?” “Can 
I make a difference?” Christopher P. Com-
fort, MD, Medical Director, Calvary Hospital; 
Rabbi Rachmiel Rothberger, Jewish Pastoral 
Care Provider and Jewish Communal Out-
reach Liaison, Calvary Hospital and Home 
Hospice; and Judy Pollack, LCSW, a social 
worker affi liated with Calvary@Home led 
the 32 participants in an lively, interactive 
discussion.

The hospital’s goal was to help educate 
the attendees on: 1) how to understand their 
unique role, 2) handle their own fears, and 
3) increase their comfort as they offer valu-
able support to those who are seriously ill. 
The real-life anecdotes from Calvary’s three 
presenters were very effective in helping to 
maximize the value of this workshop.

Two years ago this month, Calvary and 
Yeshiva University/RIETS announced a col-
laboration to provide the observant Jewish 
community with information and options 
for endof-life care in accordance with Jew-
ish law or Halakha. Jewish patients and fami-
lies at Calvary can look forward to a compre-

hensive range of services such as: End-of-life 
counseling by the hospital’s three rabbis in 
accordance with Jewish tradition; Kosher 
Hospitality Room stocked weekly with de-
clicious glatt kosher food; Shabbat lounge; 
and inclusion in the Einstein and Pelham 
Parkway eruv.

* * *
The Bronx Council on the Arts (has an-

nounced the release of Bronx Memoir Proj-
ect - Volume 1, the culmination of over 50 
stories and artworks produced at twenty-
fi ve free memoir-writing workshops created 
by BCA in spring of 2014. These workshops 
were facilitated by professional writers of 
various disciplines and generated over fi fty 
submissions of memoir penned by mostly 
unpublished Bronxites.

The offi cial book launch will occur on 
Wednesday, December 3rd, at the Long-
wood Art Gallery at Hostos Community 
College, 450 Grand Concourse, from 5:00-
8:00pm. The public is welcome to attend 
and copies of the book will be available for 
purchase. Some contributors will read from 
their selections.

This riveting fi rst-of-its-kind collection 
of personal memoirs includes stories writ-
ten by dozens of native Bronxites, as well as 
by those who’ve arrived from the Domini-
can Republic, Maryland, USA, and Italy. This 
is the fi rst title to be released by the Bronx 
Council on the Arts’ BCA Media publishing 
platform

Calvary sponsors conference

The colder months bring with them 
a slew of new and not-so-new health 
conditions that New Yorkers need to 
be aware of.  Prevention is always the 
policy when the focus is on the body’s 
largest organ – the skin.

“Cold weather means turning on 
the heat and closing doors and win-
dows,” said Dr. Ernest Patti, a senior 
emergency medicine physician at SBH 
Health System (St. Barnabas Hospital) 
in the Bronx.  “This can cause your 
skin and mucus membranes to be-
come dry, making you feel congested, 
and giving you headaches, rashes, and 
the ‘winter itch’ (dry, fl aky, and itchy 
skin).”  

Dr. Patti offers these ways to com-
bat these symptoms:

• Drink more water daily.
•   Moisturize your skin (including 

your hands and feet) frequently, espe-
cially after a bath or shower.

• Limit your bathing time and use 
cool water (hot water dries out the skin 
quicker). Apply moisturizers while 
your skin is still damp to capture more 
moisture.

• Take a cool oatmeal bath (Aveeno 
or generic brand) every couple of days. 

St. Barnabas skin protection tips
The oatmeal coats and soothes your 
skin, leaving it slippery and silky.

• Use humidifi ers, or if you prefer, 
place metal baking pans with clean 
water in them on your radiators. The 
water will evaporate and help to in-
crease the humidity in the air in your 
homes.  Check the water level daily, 
and remember to turn your thermo-
stat down slightly.

• Apply a very small amount of pe-
troleum jelly, Aquaphor, or Bacitracin 
to the inside of your nostrils with a Q-
tip every morning and night to mois-
turize your mucus membranes. You 
can also use a saline nasal spray. This 
will decrease nose bleeds and sinus 
congestion.

• Change your clothes often. Some 
people are sensitive to wool and syn-
thetic materials.

• Pay attention to proper nutrition.  
The holiday season, in particular, can 
lead to irregular eating and more alco-
hol.  

“Another cold and bitter winter can 
wreak havoc on your skin,” said Dr. 
Patti.  “Taking good care of your skin 
will provide you with an important 
fi rst line of defense for your health.”    
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Honorees (l-r) Kathleen Roche Piccoli; Herbert and Barbara Gstalder of the HUMANAS Foun-
dation which helps inner-city students; Sara Hoctor Gallagher; Daniela Adames; faculty 
member Joseph Hogan and Larry Galbo of Pepsi Cola.  Picasa

Monsignor John Graham and honoree Larry Galbo of Pepsi Cola stand together at the cel-
ebration.  Picasa

St. Raymond High School for Girls in Parkchester honored alumni and friends at their fi fth 
annual awards on Saturday, November 8. The ceremony and awards dinner held at Marina 
del Rey honored Joseph Hagan, Larry Galbo, Daniela Adames, Sarah Hoctor Gallagher, Kath-
leen Roche Piccoli, Barbara Gstalder, Herbert Gstalder and the late Mary Reidy Ciaffa.  

ST. RAYS HONORS FRIENDS AND ALUMNI

On Thursday, November 6, the Salvation Army’s brand new 9,000-square foot Family Thrift 
Store and Donation Center celebrated its grand opening ceremony in Melrose.  The new 
store, located on 356 E. 149th Street, is designed to improve customer’s shopping experience 
with help from a friendly staff in addition to providing shoppers with affordably-priced cloth-
ing, electronics, furniture, and household items. Proceeds from these stores are utilized to 
support the charity’s local residential rehabilitation center. All services are free of charge.

SALVATION ARMY THRIFT STORE OPENS

The very fi rst customers to shop at the newly opened Family Thrift Store and Donation 
Center. Photo by Silvio Pacifi co

Counciman James Vacca poses with Marine veteran, Fordham University student and ‘City 
Council Member for the Day’  Joshua Adams at a District 13 offi ce event/initiative at City Hall 
on Thursday, October 23. Photo courtesy of James Vacca’s offi ce

Councilman James Vacca and 
Council District 13 hosted an of-
fi ce event at City Hall on Thurs-
day, October 23. As part of the 
honor, ‘City Council Member for 
the Day’ Joshua Adams, a Marine 
veteran and Fordham University 
student, sat in on the debating 
and voting of two bills, attended 
a committee hearing, visited the 
press room and met other city 
council members.

VACCA BRINGS
HONORARY CITY

COUNCIL MEMBER
TO CITY HALL

Youth Leaders on the Move, a student and parent-led organization that helps young people 
set high goals and attain them, held a community breakfast at the Christopher Columbus 
Educational Campus on Monday, October 27.  The fi ve schools on the educational campus 
and Youth Leaders on the Move held the breakfast in a call for unity, to get acquainted, 
thank the community for their support and encourage the students.  Among the attendees 
were dignitaries from the political and educational scene in the borough. These included 
District Attorney Robert Johnson, Senator Gustavo Rivera, Assemblyman Victor Pichardo, 
Assemblyman Mark Gjonaj, Assemblyman-elect Michael Blake, borough Department of Edu-
cation High School Superintendant for Districts 8,9, and 11 Carron Staple, and the principals 
from schools located on the campus. 

YOUTH LEADERS HOLD BREAKFAST 

Student leaders from Astor Collegiate Academy (r to l) Stephanie Nandal, Ariana Rivers, 
Nando Toro dressed as the school mascot, Moon Ki Hwang, Fatima Khan, and community 
associate Omawahie Toolsee. Photo by Silvio Pacifi co

(l-r, seated) Patricia Williams from Youth Leaders on the Move; Gerome Quinn; command-
ing offi cer Bronx East command, NYPD School Safety; Barbera Gamino, New Visions Net-
work Leader. Back: (l-r, standing) Aleatha Williams, president Youth Leaders on the Move; 
Carolyne Quintan, principal Bronxdale High School; Bronx D.A. Robert Johnson; Susan Lin, a 
student at Pelham Prepatory Academy; Julie Nariman, principal of Language and Inovation 
H.S.; Justice Darcel Clark; Haydee Maranda, student at Pelham Prepatory Academy;  and 
District Schools superintendent Carron Staple. Silvio J. Pacifi co
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BronxBronx
AUTOMOTIVE GUIDE

What to do when What to do when faced with anfaced with an

AUTO RECALLAUTO RECALL
New cars are purchased or leased to pro-

vide a reliable mode of transportation. But 
some vehicles malfunction even when they 
are fresh off of the dealership lot. Other times 
manufacturers or safety watchdog groups de-
termine that certain cars and trucks have an 
issue that requires a recall to keep roadways 
safe. Vehicle recall statistics are diffi cult to 
pin down. That’s because there is no standard 
rate of recalls per year, as recalls depend on 
safety statistics for particular makes and 
models. For example, in 2009 more than 40 
million Toyota vehicles were recalled due to 
a faulty gas pedal. 

An automotive recall is how manufactur-
ers inform drivers that there could be some-
thing about their cars or trucks that presents 
a risk of injury or property damage. The re-
call may be independently conducted by the 
manufacturer or ordered by a safety group, 
such as the National Highway Traffi c Safety 
Administration. The recall involves the man-

ufacturer providing a free, safe and effective 
remedy for the faulty component. 

When a recall is announced, drivers may 
not have to immediately visit a dealership to 
have the problem corrected. Owners should 
wait for an offi cial letter. The letter will nar-
row down which vehicles are affected. There 
should be a specifi c window of time presented 
in which the vehicle can be repaired. Vehicle 
owners are urged to pay attention to the per-
formance of their cars or trucks to see if they 
are exhibiting any problems. If so, schedule 
an appointment for repair according to the 
recall instructions provided. 

The notifi cation letter should include the 
risk of hazard posed by the problem as well 
as the free remedy and how long the repair 
should take. There also should be a descrip-
tion of what an owner can do if he or she is 
unable to have the problem remedied within 
a reasonable amount of time and without 
charge.

If repair work has been done on a vehi-
cle prior to knowledge of the recall, owners 
may be eligible for reimbursement for their 
expenses, provided they kept their receipts. 
While reimbursement for damages that the 
defect may have caused are not covered by 
recalls, owners may be able to solicit reim-
bursement privately.

The following are steps to take when in-
formed of a recall:

1. Contact the dealer service manager and 
explain that you are inquiring about work re-
quired as part of a recall. 

2. If the manager has not remedied the situ-
ation and provided the next steps, contact the 
manufacturer, which should be able to handle 
the situation.

3. If all else fails, Americans can contact 
the National Highway Traffi c Safety Admin-
istration at www.recalls.gov. Canadians can 
contact Transport Canada at www.tc.gc.ca. 
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WHEEL REMANUFACTURING

MILLING CNC MACHINING

POWDER COATING PAINT CURING

MINOR COSMETIC DAMAGE

MINOR BENDS

24 HOUR TURNAROUND 
FREE PICK UP & DELIVERY

UPSELL WHEEL REPAIR ON WHEELS THAT ARE DAMAGED

 STATE-OF-THE-ART
   LOCAL FACILITY

 OEM APPROVED PRODUCTS

 SAFE REPAIRS

 CERTIFIED TECHNICIANS

 OEM WHEEL REPLACEMENT

ALSO AVAILABLE
ON-SITE WHEEL REPAIR
IN MOBILE WORKSHOP

CALL TODAY
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BETTER GAS MILEAGE
LONGER TIRE LIFE

IMPROVED HANDLING
DECREASE WHEEL CORROSION

“WE DO 
THE RIGHT 

THING”

Retail
Location With 

Wholesale 
Pricing!

FREE

WITH THE PURCHASE OF ANY TIRES!
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 Our team gets to the root of the problem, 
because we have the latest technology to repair cars. 

DON-GLO AUTO SERVICE 
OF BRONX II

1543 Stillwell Avenue | Bronx, NY 10461 | 718-882-3432

Hours of operation are Monday to Friday from 8 a.m. to 5 p.m. 
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INCLUDES:

Car WashPelham Bay MCAMCAPelham Bay
FULL SERVICE 

CAR WASH

SUPER
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OWN FOR 84 MONTHS 3.99% APR WITH $0 DOWN. Offers available to well qualified buyers, subject to primary lenders approval; 780+ FICA score to qualify. Title, Tax and Fees
Not Included. No two offers can be combined. See dealer for details. Photos for illustrative purposes only. Not responsible for typographical errors. Offers expire 11/30//2014

NewRochelleChevyny.com

Save Big
On All Used Cars!

It’s Time to
Talk Turkey!

Own For $0 Down and Only $189 a Month! 

Quality Trucks And SUV’s

2011 Chevy Corvette

Own $799/mo
STK#34054, Black, Only 6K Miles, Buy $59,995

Luxury • Sport • SUV’s For A Lot Less!

84 months/3.99%  $0 down

2013 Audi A8L

Own $799/mo
STK#4113, Auto, Black, 16K Miles, Buy $64,995

84 months/3.99%  $0 down

2008 BMW M3 Convertible

Own $499/mo
STK#4200, Silver, 52K Miles, Buy $36,995

84 months/3.99%  $0 down

2014 Cadillac ATS

Own $369/mo
STK#4289, Black, Auto, 11K MilesBuy $29,000

84 months/3.99%  $0 down

2011 Cadillac CTS

Own $329/mo
STK#4217, Auto, Silver, 36K Miles, Buy $24,995

84 months/3.99%  $0 down

2003 Audi RS6

Buy $18,500
STK#3930, Rare, Rare Sport Sedan, 92K Miles

2013 Chevy Equinox

Own $299/mo
STK#3999, Auto, White, 35K Miles, Buy $22,197

84 months/3.99%  $0 down

2014 Chevy Suburban

Own $629/mo
STK#4025, Black, Auto, 16K Miles, Buy $45,995

84 months/3.99%  $0 down

2013 Hyundai Elantra

Own $189/mo
STK#4049, Auto, Gray, 39K Miles, Buy $14,042

84 months/3.99%  $0 down

2013 Chevy Malibu

Own $189/mo
STK#4108, Auto, Gray, 33K Miles, Buy $19,9950

84 months/3.99%  $0 down

2012 Nissan Versa

Own $189/mo
STK#4180, Auto, Silver, 45K Miles, Buy $13,995

84 months/3.99%  $0 down

2013 Dodge Avenger

Own $189/mo
STK#4259, Auto, Dk Gray, 41K Miles, Buy $14,995

84 months/3.99%  $0 down

2011 Chevy Cruze

Own $189/mo
STK#4112, Auto, White, 22K Miles, Buy $13,995

84 months/3.99%  $0 down

2011 Chevy Malibu

Own $189/mo
STK#4163, Auto, White, 32K Miles, Buy $14,995

84 months/3.99%  $0 down

2013 Chevy Spark

Own $189/mo
STK#4223, Auto, Red, 41K Miles, Buy $13,995

84 months/3.99%  $0 down

2013 Chevy Cruze

Own $189/mo
STK#4313, Auto, BL, 40K Miles, Buy $14,500

84 months/3.99%  $0 down

291 Main Street, New Rochelle, NY 10801

914-730-9960

Se Habla Español

2013 Chevy Suburban

Own $529/mo
STK#4090, Auto, Black, 31K Miles, Buy $39,995

84 months/3.99%  $0 down

2013 Silverado 2500

Own $479/mo
STK#4138, Auto, Blue, 21K Miles, Buy $35,995

84 months/3.99%  $0 down

2014 Silverado 1500

Own $469/mo
STK#4226, Auto, Silver, 18K Miles, Buy $34,995

84 months/3.99%  $0 down

2014 Silverado 1500

Own $469/mo
STK#4249, Auto, Silver, 14K Miles, Buy $34,500

84 months/3.99%  $0 down

2012 Ford Explorer

Own $349/mo
STK#4236, Auto, 24K Miles, Silver, Buy $25,995

84 months/3.99%  $0 down

2013 Chevy Tahoe

Own $419/mo
STK#4251, White, Auto, Buy $37,000

84 months/3.99%  $0 down

2011 Cadillac Escalade

Own $519/mo
STK#4279, Auto, Tan, 36K Miles, Buy $45,000

84 months/3.99%  $0 down

2014 Chevy Tahoe

Own $369/mo
4299, Auto, 4WD, 30K Miles, Buy$39,000

84 months/3.99%  $0 down
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NewRochelleChevyny.com

Save Big
On All New Cars!

It’s Time to
Talk Turkey!

$139$1995DOWN
39 Month Lease. 

Tax and Tags Additional

10 AVAILABLE
AT SIMILAR
SAVINGS

Stock# N6835
Auto, 4cyl, 4dr,
p/s/b, a/c. 
MSRP: $19,810

2014 Chevy Cruze LS 

$199$1995DOWN
39 Month Lease. 

Tax and Tags Additional

8 AVAILABLE
AT SIMILAR
SAVINGS

Stock# N7337
Auto, 4cyl, 4dr,
p/s/b, a/c. 
MSRP: $24,170

2015 Chevy Malibu LS 

$209$1995DOWN
39 Month Lease. 

Tax and Tags Additional

12 AVAILABLE
AT SIMILAR
SAVINGS

Stock# N7296 
Auto, 4cyl, 4dr,
Awd, p/s/b, a/c.
MSRP: $27,305

2015 Chevy Equinox AWD LS 

39 month lease  first mo. pymnt + $1995 dwn pymnt + $0 sec dep + $595 bank fee due at incep. Equinox $7761 total pymnts. $15836 lease end purchase opt. Malibu $7761
total pymnts. $14018 lease end purchase opt.Cruze $5421 total pymnts. $11489 lease end purchase opt.10,000 mi/yr, 20¢ thereafter.  Offers available to well qualified buyers,
subject to primary lenders approval; 780+ FICA score to qualify. Includes $500 loyalty/conquest rebate and $500 DBC certificates while supplies last. All offers exclude tax, dmv,
bank fee and doc fee, and are due from consumer to dealer at time of new vehicle delivery. Some vehicles may have dealer installed options which are in addition to the sale
price. No two offers can be combined. See dealer for details. Photos for illustrative purposes only. Not responsible for typographical errors. Offers expire 12/1/2014

291 Main Street, New Rochelle, NY 10801

914-730-9960

Se Habla Español
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IT
AL

Y A
 & F AUTO REPAIR, LTD

EXPERTS IN FOREIGN & DOMESTIC CARS
We Also Specialize in Collision & Painting

1539 STILLWELL AVENUE BRONX NY 10461
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NOW IN
THE BRONX

Issue To: _______________________________________

Rental Agreement #: _____________________________

Offer Expires: 12/31/2014   Coupon #: ______________

10% Off
 a Future Rental
Receive 10% of any rental up to

a full size, up to 5 days.

Simply enter PC#180622
when you reserve on Hertz.com.

Valid only on hertz.com

HERTZ LOCAL EDITION

1539 Stillwell Avenue
Bronx, NY 10461

italyAutoHLE@hertz.com
P: 718-918-2773
F: 718-828-1000

625 South Columbus Avenue 
Mount Vernon, NY 10550

P: 914-665-1780
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*Price(s) include all costs to be paid by consumer, except for licensing costs, registration fees & taxes. To qualified buyers. Photos are illustrative only.
Prices may vary. See dealer for details. Offers end 11/30/14. NYCDCA#0927744, DMVFAC#7070432 ©2014 BOCPARTNERS.COM

3211 EAST TREMONT AVE. BRONX, NY
SHOWROOM HOURS: 
MON-THURS:9-8
FRI:9-7 • SAT:9-5 

MILEABUICKGMC.COM

AutoGroup

250Vehicles
In Stock!

Conquest Lease
Cash Available

Milea Welcomes all Costco, Teachers,
and Credit Union Member Discounts!

888.293.8472

Trade Out Of Your Current Lease
Early! Any Make or Model.

MSRP: $27,980. 24 mo closed end lease. Ttl due $2,809
($2,015 Down, $199 1st Pymnt, $0 Sec Dep, $595 Bank Fee)
+ tax. 10,000 mi/yr, excess mi @ $.25, thereafter. Ttl pymnts
$4,776. Residual $19,586. Price incl GM Conquest if qual.

Black Friday Starts NOW!
ALL 2015 MODELS
ARE NOW IN STOCK!

2015 GMC TERRAIN

MSRP: $39,730. 39 mo closed end lease. Ttl due
$2,859 ($2,015 Down, $249 1st Pymnt, $0 Sec Dep,
$595 Bank Fee) + tax. 10,000 mi/yr, excess mi @
$.25, thereafter. Ttl pymnts $9,711. Residual
$24,235. Price incl GM Conquest if qual.

$24900

2015 GMC ACADIA

LEASE X
39 MOS* $19900

LEASE X
24 MOS*

MSRP: $24,305. 24 mo closed end lease. Ttl due
$2,785 ($2,015 Down, $175 1st Pymnt, $0 Sec Dep,
$595 Bank Fee) + tax. 10,000 mi/yr, excess mi @
$.25, thereafter. Ttl pymnts $4,200. Residual
$16,284. Price incl GM Conquest if qual.

$17500

2015 BUICK VERANO

LEASE X
24 MOS*

MSRP: $34,560. 39 mo closed end lease. Ttl due
$2,825 ($2,015 Down, $215 1st Pymnt, $0 Sec Dep,
$595 Bank Fee) + tax. 10,000 mi/yr, excess mi @
$.25, thereafter. Ttl pymnts $8,385. Residual
$19,353. Price incl GM Conquest if qual.

$21500

2015 BUICK LACROSSE

LEASE X
39 MOS*

Eastwell Automotive Complete
Automotive

Repair
Center

Maintained by old school 
craftsmanship and

state-of-the-art equipment

Serving The Cimmunity For

Over 35 Years
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Spend $5000

GET $10 OFF
Spend $10000

GET $15 OFF
Spend $15000

GET $20 OFF

LOCATION OF FORMER REALITY SHOW

WWW.BSANDFAUTOPARTS.COM
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Visit Us Today!

www.BeckChevroletOnline.com
Find us!
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 BLACK FRIDAY SAVINGS
 ALL MONTH LONG

Auto, 4 cyl, rear camera.. STK#:150229. VIN#:FU102951. MSRP: $38,555. Residual: 
$20,730. $2,995 down & $595 bank fee. Price includes $4,400 rebate. 450 miles.

1LT, FWD, Auto, 4 cyl, onstar. STK#:15243. VIN#:F1113241. MSRP: $27,120. 
Residual: $16,272. $2,995 down & $595 bank fee.  Price includes $1,500 rebate.   

LS, FWD, Auto, V6, onstar, navigation. STK#:15194E. VIN#:FJ146644. MSRP: 
$31,870. Residual: $20,079. $2,995 down & $595 bank fee. Price includes $1,400 

rebate.

LTZ, Auto, V6, sunroof. STK#:150231. VIN#:F9102046. MSRP: $41,480. Residual: 
$24,272. $2,995 down & $595 bank fee. Price includes $850 rebate. 1,006 miles.

1LT, Auto, 4 cyl, auto start/stop, onstar. STK#:15072. VIN#:FU109725. MSRP: 
$24,435. Residual: $14,417. $2,995 down & $595 bank fee. Price includes $1,500 

rebate. 

LT, 4WD, Auto, V6, sunroof, keyless start, navigation. STK#:150230. VIN#:FR124959. 
MSRP: $61,540. Residual: $37,327. $2,995 down & $595 bank fee. 1,066 miles.

1LT, Auto, 4 cyl, all weather mats. STK#:14664. VIN#:E7459262. MSRP: $20,845. 
Residual: $12,507. $2,995 down & $595 bank fee. Price includes $1,400 rebate. 

2015 CHEVROLET2015 CHEVROLET

2015 CHEVROLET

2015 CHEVROLET

2015 CHEVROLET

2015 CHEVROLET

2014 CHEVROLET

VOLT

TRAVERSE LS

IMPALA LTZ

MALIBU 1LT

TAHOE LT

CRUZE 1LT

LEASE 
FOR PER MON/ 

36 MOS*

LEASE 
FOR PER MON/ 

36 MOS*

LEASE 
FOR PER MON/ 

36 MOS*

LEASE 
FOR PER MON/ 

36 MOS*

LEASE 
FOR PER MON/ 

36 MOS*

LEASE 
FOR PER MON/ 

36 MOS*

LEASE 
FOR PER MON/ 

36 MOS*

BUY 
FOR

�
5DR RS, Auto, 4 cyl, cruise, abs, am/fm. STK#:140675. VIN#:E4215680. MSRP: 

$23,680. Price includes $3,690 off msrp after $1,500 rebate. 541 miles. 

2014 CHEVROLETSONIC RS
PLUS 
TAX &
TAGS

LTZ, 4WD, Auto, V6, navagation, wheel locks, cruise. STK#:150232. VIN#:FR181222. 
MSRP: $72,225. Residual: $43,884. $2,995 down & $595 bank fee. 871 miles.   

2015 CHEVROLET SUBURBAN LTZ
LEASE 

FOR PER MON/ 
36 MOS*

Prices include all costs to be paid by consumer except for tax, tags, titles, license, registration and MV fees. Lessee responsible for maintenance, repair and excess wear & tear. Leases are closed end with purchase option listed above. All leases include $2,995 down payment and $595 bank 
fee. 10k mi p/yr, .25¢ p/mi thereafter. *Subject to primary lender approval. Dealer not responsible for typographical errors. Pictures are for illustration purposes only. Advertised prices available on above stock numbers only. See dealer for details. Facility#: 2600376. Offers end 11/30/14.

 COME SEE THESE MANAGER SPECIALS! 4567�����6�73
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EQUINOX 1LT
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FOR MORE INFORMATION, CALL US AT 718-597-4629 OR VISIT OUR WEBSITE AT WWW.WSBID.ORG 

NYC Councilman James Vacca    presents THE WESTCHESTER SQUARE B.I.D. 

WESTCHESTER SQUARE BUSINESS IMPROVEMENT DISTRICT
25 WESTCHESTER SQUARE, BRONX, NY 10461

TION CALL US AT 718-597-4629 OR VISIT OUR WEBSITE AT WWWWSB

• Visit and take  
pictures with Santa

• Toys for children  
ages 1 – 12 years 
(while supplies last)

• Enjoy a special visit from  
2 of Santa’s Reindeer 

• Listen to  
Yuletide Carolers

at Owen Dolen Park | Thursday, December 11, 2014 | 4 pm – 7 pm

Holiday CelebrationHoliday Celebration

aat OOwweew nn DDoolleenn PaP r

Be There for the  Community Tree  Lighting! 

FOR MORE INFORMATTION C

he hehehe
ee eeeeee

Come to  

Santa’s Village
tttttottt

SPONSORED BY
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(Above, l-r) Muhammad Diakite, Natalie Lo-
zano, Yaydara Green, Leialynn Manuel and 
Jahziel Aquino enjoy the festivities of BOLD’s 
second annual Fall Harvest Festival. 
 Photo courtesy of the Bronx Organization for 
Learning Differences

BOLD (Bronx Organization for Learning Differences) held their second annual Fall Harvest 
Festival at 2885 St. Theresa Avenue on Friday, October 31 This event was held in response 
to the concerns of parents who do not want their children to participate in customary Hal-
loween festivities due to religious reasons or are reluctant to have their children engage 
in fantasy by wearing Halloween costumes, and was attended by Assemblyman Robert J. 
Rodriguez, Assemblyman Michael Benedetto and Lucy Recio, deputy director for Education 
and Youth Services of Borough President Ruben Diaz, Jr.

BOLD HOSTS FALL HARVEST FESTIVAL

(Right) Matthew Trinidad-Moreta sits next 
to a scarecrow at BOLD’s second annual Fall 
Harvest Festival on Friday, October 31. 
 Photo courtesy of the Bronx Organization for 
Learning Differences

Ann Bizinkiewicz (c), Adam Bizinkiewicz, and Michaline Ungaro get some early holdiay shop-
ping done at the Little Sisters of the Poor Christmas Bazaar. Photo by Aracelis Batista

On Saturday, November 15, the Little Sisters of the Poor held their annual Christmas Bazaar 
at the Jeanne Jugan Residence located at 2999 Schurz Avenue. It included several items 
such as handcrafted works, homemade goods, gift baskets as well as raffl es, delicious food, 
and 50/50 chances. 

LITTLE SISTERS OF THE POOR BAZAAR

The City Island Chamber of Commerce held its 104th Annual Dinner Dance and Awards at 
the Pelham and Split Rock Golf Courses on Saturday, November 15. The event honored city 
Department of Transportation commissioner Polly Trottenberg, Edwin Gonzales, Virginia 
Gallagher, Maria Caruso, Ron Terner, and Barbara Dolensek.  A new business recognition 
award was given to Don Coqui Restaurant and Amanda Bear. Music was provided by the 
Lickey Split Band. 

CITY ISLAND CHAMBER AWARDS

Chamber vice-president Paul Klein, Chamber president Gerarad “Skip” Giacco, Councilman 
Jimmy Vacca, and honoree Polly Trottenberg,  Department of Transportation commissioner. 
She was a big help when the chamber was advocating for a new design of the City Island 
Bridge. Photo by Walter Pofeldt

The City Island Chamber of Commerce honorees are seen here with the chamber president.
 Photo by Walter Pofeldt

(Right) Some of the decorations on 
display are seen here. &#xA; 
 Photo courtesy of Annie Boller

The homeowner at 2885 Wellman 
Avenue, Frank Williams, created a 
Halloween display at his house that 
was the toast of his community on 
Friday, October 31. The ghoulish 
display included monsters, creepy 
crawling spiders, and jack-o-lan-
terns galore. 

WELLMAN
AVENUE

HAUNTED
HOUSE
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The Sisters, Servants of Mary hosted a gala, luncheon benefi t and silent auction on Sunday, 
November 16 at Marina del Rey.  The sisters celebrated a century of ministry in the United 
States and were visted by honored guest, Cardinal Timothy Dolan.

SISTERS, SERVANTS OF MARY HOST GALA

The Sisters, Servants of Mary celebrated the order’s 100 years serving this country’s bed 
ridden. Photo by Laura Stone

Sister Herminia with Cardinal Dolan. Photo by Laura Stone

Cadinal Dolan shows Sophia Short his crucifi x. Photo by Laura Stone

The Manhem Club, one of several private, waterfront beach clubs in Throggs Neck, held a 
90th anniversary gala party on Saturday, November 8. As part of the festive celebration, 
two World War II veterans who both joined Manhem in 1946, Gustan “Gus” Johnson and Carl 
Johnson, were honored. Members of other nearby clubs took part in the celebration. Among 
the offi cials sending proclamations to celebrate the anniversary was Assemblyman Michael 
Benedetto. 

MANHEM CLUB 90TH ANNIVERSARY 

(l-r) The Manhem Club’s Ron Watson, and honorees Gustan Johnson and Carl Johnson with 
a proclamation at the gala. Photo by Aracelis Batista

(l-r) Ron Watson, Linn Johnson, Gustan Johnson, Carl Johnson, Lillian Johnson and Susan 
Wener with proclamations during the party. The night’s honorees received medals.  
                                         Photo by Aracelis Batista

(l-r) Joseph Goonan, American Legion Bronx County adjutant; Robert Corrigan, legion dis-
trict commander; Daniel Morea, legion district service offi cer, and Robert Feliciano, legion 
Bronx county commander conduct the meeting. Photo by Walter Pofeldt

The American Legion held a Town Hall meeting at Samuel Young Post #620 on Saturday, 
November 15 to discuss veterans’ health care benefi ts. It is part of a nation-wide effort to 
help veterans understand and learn how to apply for benefi ts, as well teaching those who 
served our country how to work with the Department of Veterans Affairs.

AMERICAN LEGION HEALTH CARE TALKS
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COMPREHENSIVE CANCER CARE
IGRT RADIATION THERAPY
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Preston High School hosted a fl ea market on Saturday, November 15 to raise funds for the 
school. The market featured a variety of local vendors.

PRESTON HIGH SCHOOL HOSTS MARKET

Preston sophomores Lauren Schneps and Nadalie Pompei stopped by Frances Civita’s table 
to purchase spices. Photo by Silvio Pacifi co

An ‘Eleventh Hour’ Veteran’s Day Ceremony was held in honor of veterans at the Pelham 
Bay Park Winged Victory Memorial on Tuesday, November 11. This event included a veteran 
salute to the fl ag and the playing of taps, and was held to honor both Remembrance Day 
and Veteran’s Day and to pay tribute to all of the veterans who fought in previous wars and 
defended our country. 

‘ELEVENTH HOUR’ HONORS VETERANS

Raymond De Phillis performs taps at the 
‘Eleventh Hour’ Veterans’ Day Ceremony . 
 Photo by Silvio Pacifi co

(In no particular order) Vietnam Navy Veter-
an Jack O’Roarke, Francine O’Roarke, Chris-
tine Lange, Addison Lange, E.J. Lange and 
Reese Lange were present at the ‘Eleventh 
Hour’ Veterans’ Day Ceremony on Tuesday, 
November 11. Photo by Silvio Pacifi co

The American Society for the Pre-
vention of Cruelty to Animals (AS-
PCA), along with the 49th Precinct, 
hosted a Pet Party at Bronx Park 
East and Lydig Avenue on Saturday, 
November 15. At the event, the AS-
PCA provided free vaccinations and 
microchips for cats and dogs and 
gave away pet food and blankets to 
those who attended.

ASPCA, 49TH
PRECINCT HOST

PET PARTY

Eric Esquire brought his dog Sassy to ASPCA’s ‘Pet Party’ on Sunday, No-
vember 15. Photo by Alex Belisle

Steve Kelly brought his dog Scottie to ASPCA’s ‘Pet Party’ on Satur-
day, November 15. Photo by Alex Belisle

‘The Emperor’s New Clothes’, a musical comedy based on the Hans Christian Andersen fairy 
tale, was sponsored by the Bronx Arts Ensemble and Councilman James Vacca, and per-
formed at the Knights of Columbus on 3243 Ampere Avenue on Sunday, November 16.

BRONX ARTS ENSEMBLE,
VACCA SPONSOR COMEDIC MUSICAL

The cast of the ‘Emperor’s New Clothes’ (L-r) Henry Ovalles (Needle), Shaunice Chapman 
(May), Eddie Torres (Thread) and Felix Otero (Emperor) who performed on Sunday, Novem-
ber 16. Photo by Laura Stone

Cub Pack 304, based at P.S. 304. Photo by Aracelis Batista

A local cub scout pack attended a basketball game at SUNY Maritime on Sunday, November 
16 to cheer on the team.

CUB SCOUTS CHEER ON PRIVATEERS
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Friday, November 21st  3:00pm – 8:00pm
Saturday, November 22nd  9:00am – 5:00pm

Monday – Thursday, Nov. 24th – Nov. 27th  3:00pm – 8:00pm

NOW REGISTERING FOR OUR FALL CLASSES

2014 DANCE 
CHAMPIONS

#1 Studio For The Past 34 Years!
REGIONAL AND NATIONAL DANCE CHAMPIONS!

www.fancyfeet.com

Unionport Road
1306 Unionport RD

Castle Hill

Parkchester Area

347-691-3443

Crosby Avenue
1628 Crosby Avenue

Bronx, NY 10461

718-824-1981

Allerton Avenue
1295 Allerton Avenue

Bronx, NY 10469

718-405-5136
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BY AL BELFIORE
Greetings everyone!   First 

of all, I would like to thank 
my neighbor and friend, Jerry 
Landi, for the most heartfelt 
and sincere article that he 
wrote for the Bronx Times Re-
porter.   Those of us that live in 
Locust Point know what a truly 
special place this is and to lose 
someone whose family has 
been here forever, especially at 
such a young age is so sad!   Our 
deepest condolences go out to 
the Macchia family!

Latin night was held on Fri-
day, Nov. 7th and was a huge 
success, thanks to the efforts of 
Sam Torres and his family and 
Sandy Justus, who did all the 
cooking for this event.   There 
was music, dancing and laugh-
ter and a fun time was had by 
all!

On Tuesday, November 11 
the LPCA hosted a trip to Sands 
Casino in Bethlehem, PA.   
Cathy Collins ran this event, 
and we all had such a great 
time.   She made the bus ride so 

enjoyable by playing Bingo and 
holding a 50/50 raffl e.   We had 
such a beautiful day at the ca-
sino, we decided to do it again 
soon.   So Cathy, consider your-
self forewarned. LOL!

Our next event will be held 
on Friday, November 28 at 6 
p.m.   We are having our fi rst 
post-Thanksgiving Dinner.   
Admission is free to LPCA 
members and their families.   
Just bring any dish, including 
appetizers, side dishes, des-
serts and, of course, turkey and 
we will provide beverages!

I have been asked a few 
times “what happened to our 
Locust Point sign”?   Well, about 
a week ago, a tractor trailer 
driver decided that he wanted 

to change the position of  the 
sign and the post and smacked 
into it in the early hours of the 
morning.   Actually, there was 
no damage to the post or the 
sign, it just has to be straight-
ened and  re-cemented.   I, per-
sonally, removed the sign so 
that no one would come along 
and vandalize it.   Nick Virella, 
from Sealtite Construction, has 
assured me that he would take 
care of the new base.    Thank 
you for reading!

BY PAUL GOLLUSCIO
Hello all!
Again, a reminder that the 

Christmas Party at the VA is 
Sunday, December 14 at noon.

 I have a bunch of thank 
you’s to pass out to the parade 
marshals that came from the 
Young Post Sons of the Legion 
and Boosters. So thank you 
Liam Hiney, Rich Cruz, Carol 
Cruz, Anthony James, Dana 
Delgado, Pat Mahon, Marit 
Donovan, Marty Carroll, 

Nicholas Hiney, John Rutter 
and Victor Sedoruk.

A special thanks to Joanne 
our Saturday and Sunday Bar-
tendress for putting out the 
food and drinks.

We would also like to thank 
The Westchester Mechanics, 
Local 3 for once again sup-
porting us by making sure 
our electricity is safe and our 
outdoor fl ags are illuminated 
at night. 

 Here’s a special thank you 

to Ms. D’Ambrosio’s and Mrs. 
Marino’s fi rst grade -lasses of 
the Villa Maria Academy for 
sending over home-made cup 
cakes and a hand-drawn card 

signed by all the kids.
’ll be back behind the stick 

at the Post Pub on Friday, No-
vember 28 from noon - 6 p.m. I 
would like to thank Jeanette 
for fi lling in for me while I 
healed.

Therefore, I will be there to 
accept the non- perishables go-
ing to the needy.

 Trivia Time!!
The Ft. Hood Massacre 

took place on November 5, 2009 
with 13 dead and 30 wounded.

Ellis Island closed on No-
vember 12, 1954.

The Holland Tunnel opener 
November 13, 1927.

On the same date in 1942, 
The USS Juneau was sunk 
claiming the lives of the 5 Sul-
livan rothers. This led to the 
military’s separation of fam-
ily members while in the ser-
vice.

Keep the troops in your 
prayers, hug a Vet and God 
Bless.

BY MARK SAPLICKI 
AND VINCENT PREZIOSO

What is Thanksgiving?  Obviously 
it is the act of giving thanks or showing 
gratitude.  To us at NEBA it is the time 
of year to give thanks to God for what 
we have and to participate in the act of 
giving to those less fortunate than our-
selves. 

As the holiday season is almost upon 
us, we appeal to everyone to remember 
those less fortunate than ourselves.  As 
we do each year, NEBA will be deliver-
ing fresh turkeys and coordinating a 
collection of non-perishable foods for 
the needy.  If you are disabled and can-
not deliver the goods yourself, call us at 
(718) 519-1723 and we will send a mem-
ber of our civilian patrol to pick up the 
food from you.  Please be generous in 
sharing a part of what God has graced 
you with!

St. Lucy’s Food Pantry

Once again this year Assemblyman 
Mark Gjonaj, Joe Ferrer of BS&F Auto 
Parts and the Liberty Democratic Asso-
ciation, including our long-time friend 
Joe McManus, have contributed to feed 
the needy, by donating fresh turkeys 
this Thanksgiving. 

We wish to express our appreciation 
to the executive board and ex-offi cio of-
fi cers of the Liberty Democratic Asso-
ciation: Ritchie Torres, Zena Twyman, 
Ray Unger, Monica Major, Rev Charles 
Gorelick, Harry Hertzberg, Kenny Ago-
sto, Miriam Schwartz, Maria Gonzalez 
and Joseph A. McManus. And not the 
least of all is our friend Frank Restagno 
who delivers the turkeys to the food pan-
tries. May God bless all these wonderful 
people and their families!

Please be aware that St. Lucy’s par-
ish runs a food pantry for the needy all 
year long, and your donations of non-
perishable items are always welcomed! 
St. Lucy’s is located at 833 Mace Avenue, 

at Bronxwood Avenue, 
(718) 882-0710.

Franciscan Sisters 

Of The Renewal

Again this year 
NEBA has partnered 
with the men of the 
Holy Name Society of 
the Church of the Holy 
Rosary and provided non-perishable 
food items for the Franciscan Sisters of 
the Renewal.  The sisters’ apostolic mis-
sion is work with the poor and homeless 
and evangelization; and their organiza-
tion has two convents in the northeast 
Bronx.  Many thanks to Frank Marti-
nez who assisted in picking up the food 
from our seniors’ group and delivering 
to the Franciscan Sisters.  However, the 
backbone of this effort is our own se-
niors’ brigade, headed by Carmen Ri-
vera made Janice Shapiro.  They give 
generously every year to this cause. 
NEBA was also able to provide turkeys 
to the Franciscan Sisters for distribu-
tion to needy families.  Again we are 
thankful to Frank Restagno for deliv-
ering the goods.  NEBA is grateful and 
humbled by the charity shown by all in-
volved in this project.

Please be aware that donations of 
non-perishable items are collected reg-
ularly for the Franciscan Sisters of the 
Renewal at the Church of the Holy Ro-
sary, located at 1510 Adee Avenue, off 
Eastchester Road, (718) 379-4432.

Toys for Tots

The Northeast Bronx Association 
and Einstein Hospital will again be 
sponsoring Toys For Tots to benefi t the 
Einstein Children’s Evaluation & Reha-
bilitation Center and the Department of 
Psychiatry’s Wellness Center.

We appeal to everyone to donate un-
wrapped toys for children ages infant to 
12 years old, who might not otherwise 
receive such gifts. NEBA will be collect-

ing unwrapped toys on 
Tuesday, December 2 
and Tuesday, Decem-
ber 16 from our seniors 
group between 11:30 
a.m. to 1:30 p.m. at Cal-
vary Lutheran Church, 
2407 Eastchester Road. 
If you are unable to 

drop off toys, call Vinny at (718) 519-1723 
and he will arrange for someone to pick 
up the toys before December 16.  

Based upon your wonderful re-
sponse last year, Einstein has expanded 
the program, and we are confi dent we 

can do even better this year, especially 
due to the extraordinary generosity of 
our seniors, headed by Carmen Rivera 
and Janice Shapiro. The children are 
our future so please be generous and 
teach them about caring for others.  You 
can make a difference in a child’s life.

Next meeting: Monday November 
24, 7:30 p.m., Kings Harbor MultiCare 
Center, E. Gun Hill Road at Stillwell Av-
enue – use main entrance.  Reps from 
the 49th Precinct; Senator Jeff Klein; 
Assemblyman Mark Gjonaj; and Coun-
cilman James Vacca will be present.

Reminder: No meeting in December. 

BY TONY SALIMBENE
This just in:  there 

will be a display honor-
ing Native Americans, 
on Friday, November 
21 at the Jacobi Hospi-
tal Building 8 Atrium, 
11 a.m. to 3 p.m..  Post 
19 will have a table set up for the 
American Legion, please stop by and 
say “Hi” and help out if you can.

Our regular meeting for Decem-
ber, followed by our Annual Christ-
mas Party will not be on the 21st.  It 
will be on the December 28, at the 
Turner Club.  Meeting at 11 followed 
by our party starting around 12:30.

On December 7 we have our holi-
day party at the VA Hospital Nursing 
Home at noon, volunteer elves always 
needed.  The 7th is Pearl Harbor Day.  
There will be a wreath ceremony at 
Bicentennial Memorial Park spon-
sored by the Silver Beach Memorial 
Post, on that day, at 1 p.m.  We will al-
ways Remember Pearl Harbor!  Please 
fl y your Flag at home too.

On December 13 there will be a 
performance review at the Bronx VA 

Hospital.  Fortunately, 
the worst problem 
seems to be staffi ng 
related delays?  Well, 
heads up folks the boss 
is coming!  Also on the 
13th, our buddies from 
the ‘Nam Knights Mo-

torcycle Club will be at the VA from 
noon to 3 p.m. spreading some cheer.     

Congrats to Gene Defrancis (and 
Ms. V) on the completion of the Gen. 
Colin Powell Mural for the Allerton 
Avenue community. That was a ma-
jor production project, well worth it 
for honoring a Bronx kid who ‘done 
good’.

How many times is our Color 
Guard in the BXTR!  Again, a big 
thanks, fun but a big commitment, 
proving we are alive and well and a 
powerhouse in the Bronx.  That’s JP, 
Guy, Christene and McGee.

Coming attractions:  a Sock Drive 
for the troops, Flag Education Les-
sons for local schools, and more. 

ntil next time:  Please answer your 
PPC Joe Mazzariello Toy Drive re-
quest generously!  
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The Wicked Wolf Will Be Closed 
For Thanksgiving This Year...

We Will Be Spending The Day With Our Families...

And We Wish All Of Our Customers, 
Family And Friends

A Happy And Healthy 
Thanksgiving

Book Your Holiday 
Party With Us! 

Dates Still Available... Restaurant & Bar
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Get your undergraduate degree in Information Technology at 
Touro College’s New York School of Career and Applied Studies.

And if graduate study is in your 
future, consider Touro’s Graduate 
School of Technology, which 
offers Master of Science programs 
in Information Systems and 
Instructional Technology.

Touro is an equal opportunity institution

w w w.to uro.e du /nys c as

scan here

Touro College: a world of possibilities

212.463.0400 x5500
MANHATTAN, BROOKLYN, QUEENS

facebook.com/nyscasTouro                      @nyscasTouro

At NYSCAS we provide the support our students need to 
succeed, from the moment they enroll to the day they 
graduate.

apply ONLINE at apply. touro.edu

A Trusted Name In The Community For Over 50 Years

CHERICO REAL ESTATE

ONX, NY

Shalom Jewish
Funeral Home, Inc.

“The Bronx Jewish Community Memorial Chapel”

(718) 828-1700
Keeping Tradition Under Rabbinical Supervision

On November 4, St. Barnabas High 
School welcomed 21 new members to 
the Blanid Stewart Chapter of the Na-
tional Honor Society. These students 
were chosen on their ability to dem-
onstrate the four qualifi cations of 
the society - scholarship, character, 
leadership and service. Senior mem-
ber and president of the 2014-2015 Na-
tional Honor Society Romana Vukaj 
stated “If national honor is a prized 
possession, then personal honor is the 
cornerstone for all of our activities 
throughout our lives. Personal honor 
is made of the four qualifi cations of 
this society.” During the ceremony 
four candles were lit as the qualifi ca-
tions were explained to the new NHS 
members. 

The following students were in-
ducted into the 2014-2015 Blandid Stew-
art Chapter of the National Honor So-
ciety: Mya Augustin, Brittany Bess, 

St. Barnabas honor 
societies induction

Shannon Biggs, Cailin Courtney, Di-
ana DiPietro, Erysa Gayle, Jessica Jor-
daens, Sasha Mazarally, Kourtney-Ann 
McTyson, Natalie Mirabile, Shanieza 
Mohamed, Tara Nizamov, Stephanie 
Olivo, Sarah Owusu, Ileana Palesis, 
Ayanna Punter, Jeimmy Reyes, Ca-
leigh Schafer, Liane Sousa, Caitlin 
Thompson and Elyssa Vasquez.

Following the National Honor Soci-
ety, the St. Barnabas High School Vir-
ginia Woolf Chapter of the National 
English Honor Society and the Luis 
Ponce de Leon Chapter of the National 
Hispanic Honor Society also had the 
pleasure of welcoming new inductees. 

Samantha Smith, President of the 
2014-2015 National English Society wel-
comed the following 12 new inductees: 
Mya Augustin, Ashley Hunt, Ileana 
Palesi, Shanieza Mohammed, Cait-
lin Thompson, Tara Nizamov, Eryssa 
Gayle, Stephanie Olivo, Liane Sousa, 

Natalie Mirabile, Elyssa Vasquez and 
Kourney-Ann McTyson. The new in-
ductees accepted their candidacy by 
signing their names into the roll book 
and reciting the NEHS pledge. 

Rohana Sosa, President of the 2014-
2015 Luis Ponce de Leon Chapter of 
the National Hispanic Honor Society, 
welcomed the following 18 new induct-
ees: Amanda Alvarez, Mya Augus-
tin, Chelsea Bellamy, Sarah Brennan, 
Sarah Brewster, Djurha Dume, Erysa 
Gayle, Monee Johnson, Natalie Mira-
bile, Tara Nizamov, Jessica Olivo, 
Brandy Quinones, Kaelah Sanders, 

Liane Sousa, Caleigh Schafer, Caitlin 
Thompson, Jessica Torres and Elissa 
Vasquez. The new inductees completed 
their candidacy by reciting the NHHS 
pledge. 

St. Barnabas High School is an all-
girls Catholic high school located in 
the Woodlawn section of the North-
eastern Bronx, adjoining the city of 
Yonkers. For more information about 
St. Barnabas High School, contact Jen-
nifer Geideman at (718) 325-8800 x11, 
or email jgeideman@stbarnabashigh.
com.

: Newly inducted members of the St. Barnabas High School Blanid Stewart Chapter of the 
National Honor Society, Virginia Woolf Chapter of the National English Honor Society and 
Luis Ponce de Leon Chapter of the National Hispanic Honor Society. 
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Assemblyman Michael Benedetto 
is teaming with the Jacobi Medical 
Center Auxiliary to host a book drive 
for the young patients at Jacobi Medi-
cal Center.  Jacobi Medical Center, lo-
cated on Pelham Parkway, is the pri-
mary municipal hospital serving the 
east Bronx.

Last year the Jacobi Auxiliary 
started collecting donations of chil-
dren’s books that they would place in 
the hospital’s Pediatric emergency 

Benedetto hosts book drive with JMC
room, as well as, the in-patient and the 
out-patient waiting areas for the chil-
dren to read.  The children were also 
allowed to take the books home with 
them.  

As it turned out many of these chil-
dren had never enjoyed the pleasure of 
owning a book, a book they can trea-
sure and read over and over again. 
However, right now its supply is totally 
depleted.

When Assemblyman Benedetto 

heard of the program and the fact that 
they were out of books he decided to 
join forces with the Auxiliary and 
help. 

The assemblyman is requesting the 
assistance of anyone who has gently-
used or new children’s books that they 
would be willing to donate to the Ja-
cobi children collection to drop them 
off at either of his offi ces (Dreiser 
Community Center, Room 12 or 3602 E. 
Tremont Avenue, Suite 201). 

The assemblyman will see that they 
are delivered to the hospital.

“Reading is great fun and a won-
derful way to spur the imagination, 
discover different lands, different 
people, the wonders of science, learn 
about history and famous people and 
so much more. Reading should start 
early and never end. I encourage ev-
eryone who can to join in and help this 
worthy cause”, stated Assemblyman 
Benedetto.

Con Edison receives Reliability One Award
Con Edison has been named win-

ner of the 2014 Outstanding System 
Reliability Award by PA Consulting 
Group. 

The award recognizes the PA 
Consulting Group ReliabilityOne™ 
regional award recipient that dem-
onstrated superior annual system-
wide reliability performance for its 
customers. 

Con Edison was also named best 
in the Northeast Region.

“Our top priority is meeting the 
energy requirements of New York-
ers safely and reliably,” said Rob-
ert Schimmenti, Con Edison senior 
vice president, Electric Operations. 

“Earning national recognition is 
a tribute to the Con Edison women 
and men who deliver electricity to 
the world’s greatest city, as well as 
to nearby Westchester County. This 
honor is a testament to their efforts, 
and I’m proud to accept this award 
on their behalf.”

Con Edison is in the middle of its 
four-year $1billion storm hardening 
program in the wake of 2012’s Super-
storm Sandy. 

Some of the investments already 
have paid dividends, including the 
installation of 3,000 devices that iso-
late and clear temporary faults on 
overhead electric systems, and more 

than 150 “smart switches” that mini-
mize outages caused by fallen trees. 

Over a mile of flood walls and 
260 pieces of submersible equipment 
also have been installed.

All utilities operating electric 
delivery networks in North Amer-
ica are eligible for consideration for 
the ReliabilityOneTM Award. There 
are a total of five regional awards 
including Northeast, Mid-Atlantic, 
Midwest, Plains, and West. 

After provisional recipients are 
selected, each company undergoes 
an on-site certification process, 
which provides an independent re-
view and confirmation of the poli-

cies, processes and systems used to 
collect, analyze and report a compa-
ny’s reliability results.

“Utilities are on the doorstep of 
a technological leap that will set 
new expectations for how compa-
nies handle reliability, and really, 
all aspects of their business,” said 
Jeff Lewis, PA’s ReliabilityOne™ 
program director. “Con Edison has 
shown a commitment to reliability 
that will serve as a cornerstone for 
its customers as new advances are 
adopted to further improve response 
and restoration time.”

Advertise your  
Clinical Studies in  

New York’s largest group of 
community newspapers.

- Weekly bannered directory
- Ads will also appear in 

Classifieds & Online

ASK HOW YOU CAN GET 
EDITORIAL COVERAGE 

OF YOUR STUDY

Call Brian Rice
718-260-4537
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Castle Hill  
Funeral Directors, Inc.

1528 Castle Hill Avenue
Bronx, NY 10462
(718) 828-9222

AFFORDABLE CREMATION & BURIAL PACKAGES

PRE-ARRANGED AND PREPAID SERVICES

LARGE PARKING FACILITY

www.chfuneraldirectors.net

Family Owned for 80 Years

Thomas Guido
Funeral Director

George Farr
Funeral Director

John Ruggiero 
Funeral Director

Marlena LoCicero
Funeral Director

cross town
diner

BREAKFAST
LUNCH
DINNER

DELIVERY HOURS
MONDAY - FRIDAY 9AM-11PM
SATURDAY & SUNDAY 8AM-11PM

OPEN 24 HOURS THURSDAY, 
FRIDAY & SATURDAY

718-597-3450
718-597-1978

FAX:
718-597-2097

COMMUNITY
CHIROPRATIC

of Throggs Neck

Kenneth P. Gonoud D.C.

Trigger Point Injections

We Treat:
Acute and Chronic Pain, Back and Neck Pain

Headaches and Migraines, Sciatica and Pinched Nerves
Arthritis, Knee and Shoulder Pain

We Have BRACES!

If You Have
S - P - A - C - E - S

Sireci Family Dental, P.C.
"Your Neighborhood Dentists Since 1983"

Sireci Family Dental, P.C.

ORTHODONTICS FOR ADULTS AND CHILDREN

COMPLIMENTARY CONSULTATION

INVISIBLE BRACES WITH                           

CUSTOMIZED RETAINERS

AFFORDABLE MONTHLY PAYMENT PLANS

EXTENDED FINANCING AVAILABLE
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Got Hair? llc
M E DIC A L  A E S TH E TIC S

3611A East Tremont Ave.  Bronx, NY 347-281-5576

Fillers

GIFT
CERTIFICATES 

AVAILABLE

LASER HAIR REMOVAL EXTRAVAGANZA!

“Look as beautiful as you are….”

SICK AND TIRED OF FAD DIETS 
AND BROKEN PROMISES? WANT 
TO LOSE 20 LBS GURANTEED IN 

ONE MONTH?

CONSIDER THE MEDICALLY SUPERVISED 

HCG DIET
Free Consultation. Limited Time Offer.

10% OFF
YOUR FIRST
TREATMENT

Botox

Injections

Offering
the latest in

Laser Hair Removal  

Botox  

Fillers 

 Skin Tightening 

Sclerotherapy

Electrolysis

BEFORE

AFTERMust present AD or coupon for offer
CERTAIN RESTRICTIONS APPLY
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To Place Your Ad
Call 718-260-4595LEGAL NOTICES
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Action
Association

BY FRANK V. VERNUCCIO, JR.
This month we commemo-

rated Veterans Day.  It’s an ap-
propriate time to remember 
that for at least the past one 
hundred years, the greatest 
force for good on this planet 
has been the United States 
military. The men and women 
of our armed forces have res-
cued more people from tyr-
anny, liberated more captive 
nations, freed more women 
from oppression, and pro-
vided more assistance to vic-
tims of natural disaster than 
any other entity that has ever 
existed throughout human-
ity’s long history.  It is our vet-
erans, not our politicians or 
pundits that offered up their 
lives for the cause of Ameri-
can freedom and safety.

The peace at any price 
crowd, the self-important aca-
demics, the pandering elected 
offi cials who try to buy votes 
by transferring funds out of 
military budgets and veter-
ans’ benefi ts and into give-
away programs that are little 
more than thinly disguised 
bribes for support in the next 
election should also remember 
that these heroes are human.  
The dangerous and frankly id-
iotic cuts to our defense spend-
ing over the past several years 
have meant that our active, 
reserve, and national guard 
soldiers, sailors, airmen and 
Marines must serve repeated 
tours facing danger and be-
ing away from their fami-
lies.  These cuts have been so 
signifi cant that by next year 
America may have a smaller 

army than North Korea.
Honor our veterans. But 

put real substance behind the 
words by making life easier for 
the heroes who today stand as 
the only barrier between free-
dom and the growing forces 
that would destroy America.

The 2014 elections are fi -
nally over, and the work of 
actually resolving America’s 
many crises must begin.

There is a temptation for 
the public, the pundits and the 
politicians alike to say that 
the nation’s enormous chal-
lenges can’t be resolved before 
the 2016 presidential election, 
and to accept only minor re-
visions to the strategies that 
have resulted in the country’ 
diminished fortunes over the 
past several years. But the 
dire impact of erroneous pol-
icies is so signifi cant that de-
lay is unacceptable. Congress 
must act rapidly, and the Pres-
ident must fi nd the courage 
and honesty to change course.

The essential linchpin of 
the American economy is a 
healthy middle class. A combi-
nation of the expiration of the 
Bush tax cuts, the increased 
costs to businesses and con-
sumers alike of Obamacare, 
heightened fuel prices, and the 
loss of steady jobs has wreaked 
havoc with this vital group.

Before the next federal bud-
get is passed, action must be 
taken to lower taxes on mid-
dle income families.  Simi-
larly, the various regulations, 
including Obamacare man-
dates that have discouraged 
businesses from growing and 

expanding their employment 
rolls must be repealed. This 
should also include reducing 
America’s absurdly high cor-
porate tax rate, which encour-
ages businesses to leave the 
U.S. and take jobs with them.

The U.S. balance of trade 
continues to see far too many 
dollars going overseas. It is 
time to keep those funds at 
home, where they can be used 
to spark the domestic econ-
omy.  The most rapid way of 
doing that is making the na-
tion truly energy indepen-
dent. Lands under federal con-
trol must fi nally be opened for 
energy exploitation. Also, at-
tempts to limit other energy 
sources, including coal, must 
stop. This will also have two 
other benefi cial effects: it will 
lower the cost of energy, reduc-
ing may other consumer and 
business expenses, and will 
also limit the enormous funds 
Russia and ISIS take in from 
energy sales that are funneled 
to their militaries.

It is also time to review 
American trade policies.  Un-
fair advantages have been 
given to foreign competitors, 
who, not subject to a variety 
of rigorous federal rules, can 
manufacture far more cheaply 
than U.S. companies. Goods 

imported from abroad for sale 
in the U.S. should be subjected 
to similar mandates,or be sub-
jected to fees that level the 
playing fi eld. Further, nations 
that restrict imports from 
America should have recipro-
cal limitations placed on their 
exports.

The most imminent threat, 
one that has reached a level 
that constitutes a clear, pres-
ent and immediate danger to 
the safety of all Americans, 
is the dramatic deterioration 
of America’s defense posture 
during the past several years. 
The U.S. military had already 
been slashed to the bone, best 
symbolized by the Navy’s re-
duction from 600 ships to 284. 
Under the severe cuts of the 
past several years, America 
has seen force drops reducing 
our services to levels not seen 
since before the First World 
War.  Under current plans, 
even North Korea will have a 
larger army than ours. These 
reductions have taken place 
at the same time that Russia, 
China, North Korea, and Iran 
have dramatically built up 
both the size and sophistica-
tion of their forces.

Further, in an era when nu-
clear proliferation is a disturb-
ing reality, and when regimes 
such as Iran and North Ko-
rea are on the verge of having 
both nuclear weapons and the 
ICBMs with which to use them 
to attack America, it is irre-
sponsible to not deploy a com-
prehensive anti-missile policy.

These threats must be ad-
dressed in the next federal 

budget.
The legislative branch must 

reassert its role as a check on 
the executive branch far more 
vigorously. During the era of 
the Obama presidency, fed-
eral agencies such as the IRS, 
the Federal Communications 
Commission, the Environ-
mental Protection Agency, 
the Department of Education, 
and most ominously the De-
partment of Justice have all 
been used for partisan politi-
cal gain.  This must cease, and 
it is within the authority and 
capability of the newly elected 
Congress to viably and rap-
idly address that threat to the 
American Constitution.

These are crises whose so-
lutions cannot be postponed.

The peace at any price 
crowd, the self-important aca-
demics, the pandering elected 
offi cials who try to buy votes 
by transferring funds out of 
military budgets and veterans 
programs and into give-away 
programs that are little more 
than thinly disguised bribes  
for support in the next elec-
tion should also remember 
that these heroes are human. 

Honor our veterans. But 
put real substance behind the 
words by making life easier for 
the heroes who today stand as 
the only barrier between free-
dom and the growing forces 
that would destroy America.

Contact COMACTA at ny-
communityaction@gmail.
com; tune into our radio 
broadcasts at amfm247.com, 
and visit our website at comac-
tainc.com.

BY KEN KEARNS
In our last article, the 

board had discussed the 
presence of the ASC/NYC 
organization occupying the 
Pelham Grand property, at 
1870 Pelham Parkway South. 
Every facility of this nature 
should have a Community 
Advisory Committee made 
up of residents of the host 
community for that facility.  
In other words, the spon-
soring organization ASC\
NYC has the basic responsi-
bility for the establishment 
of such a committee, con-
sisting of Pelham Bay resi-
dents.  Community Board 10 
believes that the establish-
ment of this committee is 
the best way for the neigh-
borhood to interact with the 
building’s management to 
ensure that the facility, not 
only meets the needs of its 
residents, but that it is also a 
good neighbor. The Citizens 
Advisory Committee for the 
Pelham Grand is interested 
in having new members join 

the CAC.  Anyone interested 
in joining can contact ASC/
NYC at (212) 645-0815, ext. 
752. 

As many of you now know, 
as of November 7, the speed 
limit on all city streets will 
be 25 MPH, unless other-
wise noted.  The speed lim-
its on the highways will re-
main as they currently are.  
Some streets were designed 
to have traffic move faster, 
these streets will have dif-
ferent speed limit signs in-
stalled. Others, especially 
near schools may have 
slower speed limit signs 
posted.  Our board urges ev-
eryone to respect these new 
regulations.  They were put 
into place to save lives and to 
make our streets safer.  Ad-
ditional information can be 
obtained by contacting nyc.
gov/vision zero.   

One of the many great 
things about Community 
Board 10, are the many civic 
and community organiza-
tions that are within its 

boundaries.  One such orga-
nization is the Throggs Neck 
Volunteer Ambulance Corps. 
This all-volunteer, neighbor-
hood resident-staffed orga-
nization, is always there to 
serve you and your family in 
your time of need with life 
saving ambulance services.  
Additional information on 
this wonderful community 
resource can be obtained by 
contacting TNVAC at (718) 
430-9500.    

Community boards are 
composed of committed citi-
zens, who give of their time 
and resources for the better-
ment of the neighborhoods 
that comprise the board.  
These people are your neigh-
bors and serve as volun-

teers. Their only motivation 
is to serve their communi-
ties.  CB10 recently lost one 
of its members, Bill Heaney.  
He will be remembered for 
his service to the board, the 
Throggs Neck Volunteer 
Ambulance Corps and many 
other community groups.  
We will always remember 
him in our thoughts.

The board office is avail-
able to anyone who requires 
assistance in obtaining Home 
Energy Assistance Program 
( HEAP), Senior Citizen Rent 
Increase Exemption (SCRIE) 
and Property Tax Exemp-
tions. Anyone needing such 
assistance should call our 
office for an appointment at 
(718) 892-1161.  

We also have a member of 
the city’s Human Resource 
Administration visiting 
our office to assist people 
in applying for SNAP (food 
stamps) on first Thursday 
of every month from 10 a.m. 
to 3 p.m..  No appointment 
is necessary. On Thursday, 

November 20, the New York 
Yankees will be holding 
their annual Thanksgiving 
Food Voucher Give-a-Way.  
Twenty-five hundred vouch-
ers will be given to Bronx 
residents at 10 a.m. at Yan-
kee Stadium. 

The vouchers can be re-
deemed at local Bronx-based 
C-Town and Bravo super-
markets.      

Many of us are truly for-
tunate in having four-legged 
friends; please remember to 
clean up after your dog. It is 
very important for the health 
of your dog and your neigh-
bors. Besides, there is a $250 
fine for failing to clean up 
after your pet and violating 
the pooper-scooper law.       

CB10 is available to assist 
you with your concerns, feel 
free to contact us at (718) 892-
1161 or BX10@cb.nyc.gov. 
Please feel free to visit our 
office at 3165 E. Tremont Av-
enue. We are open five days 
a week between 9 a.m. and 5 
p.m.  
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With the holidays almost 
upon us, Bartow-Pell Man-
sion Museum (BPMM) is gear-
ing up for its best season yet. 
The museum’s highly-popular 
Storybook Christmas Trees 
are back with nine trees—the 
largest number to date—in-
spired by children’s books and 
decorated by New York City 
and Westchester interior de-
signers.

 The season kicks off on 
Friday, December 5th with the 
Holiday Luncheon. Guests will 
enjoy fi ne food and friends, 
browsing for gifts and home-
baked goods at the holiday 
shop (stocked, once again, 
with the help of Bronxville’s 
Kensington Paper), and the 
fi rst glimpses of the Storybook 
Christmas Trees. That eve-
ning the merriment continues 
with the Holiday First Friday! 

Holiday preview at Bartow-Pell Mansion Museum

Music and the Bronx Trolley. 
 The holiday spirit grows 

the next morning at the An-
nual Holiday Family Day, Sat-
urday, December 6th when 
children and parents alike will 

delight in holiday storytelling 
and crafts, shopping for gifts, 
and of course, the much-antici-
pated meeting with Santa. For 
those who made the “nice” list, 
professional photographs with 

Mr. Claus himself will once 
again be offered (for an ad-
ditional fee). Caroling by the 
Morrisania Glee Club rounds 
out the morning’s festivities.

 At Saturday night’s Holiday 
Party, it’s time to celebrate the 
season in style—and support 
the museum—with the man-
sion in all its holiday splendor. 
Guests will enjoy cocktails 
and caroling, a delicious buf-
fet dinner, live auction, a raffl e 
with sumptuous prizes, and 
more. This year’s live auction 
items include a week-long stay 
at a beautiful condo on South 
Carolina’s picturesque Fripp 
Island, an exquisite house on 
Martha’s Vineyard, a one-of a-
kind dinner for twelve in the 
mansion’s dining room, and 
more.  

 Through it all, the nine 
Storybook Christmas Trees 

will delight visitors from en-
try hall to double parlors to the 
Lannuier bedchamber. This 
year’s decorators are an im-
pressive group of interior de-
signers based in Manhattan, 
Westchester, and the Bronx.  
The books are a charming 
mix of nature-oriented sto-
ries, some by well-known au-
thors such as Eric Carle, Jan 
Brett, and Caldecott Medal 
winner Ezra Jack Keats. The 
books will be included in the 
storytelling and for sale in the 
shop.

 There’s more to come—in-
cluding music with the Bronx 
Arts Ensemble, candlelit tours 
of the holiday mansion and 
Victorian Carolers—all magi-
cal ways to enjoy the season.

For more information call 
(718) 885-1461.

Raggedy Andy Tree.
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SECURITY DRUGS

“In my twenty years 
as a pharmacist, I’m 

happy to work for 

they take care of their 
customers.”

Natu “Nick” Gevaria, BS 
Rph Pharmacist

FREE
DELIVERYWe Now Accept WIC

The Albanian-American 
Society Foundation, Inc. and 
the Sons & Daughters of Alba-
nia in America, Inc., in con-
junction with Rubin Diaz, Jr., 
Bronx Borough President, 
Gale A. Brewer, Manhattan 
Borough President and Ritchie 
Torres, New York City Coun-
cil Member District 15, invite 
you to celebrate Albanian In-
dependence Day on Saturday, 
November 22.

 The celebration will be 
held from noon to 2 p.m. at 

Albanian Independence Day Nov. 22nd
Monroe College’s King Hall, 
2501 Jerome Avenue.

The freedom fi ghters that 
fought for Albanian indepen-
dence will be honored includ-
ing Bekim Berisha, Riz Zymer 
Muriqi, Azem Bejta, Agim Ra-
madani, and Prek Cali. Beqir 
Sina, a well-known Albanian-
joumalist will also be honored 
for his 20 years of service in 
Albanian community.

Ambassadors from both 
Albania and Kosova as well 
as Rubin Diaz, Jr., Gale A. 

Brewer and Ritchie Torres 
will speak about the history 
of Albania, how independence 
was gained from the Otto-
man Empire and Serbia and 
how Albanian Americans are 
making a positive impact in 
New York today. 

Stephen B. Kaufman, for-
mer New York State Assem-
blyman and 2 I year member 
of the Board of Directors of 
the Albanian-American Soci-
ety Foundation, will be emcee-
ing the event.

Assemblyman Michael 
R. Benedetto will be spon-
soring an AARP Driver 
Safety course on Saturday, 
December 13, from 9 a.m. 
to 3 p.m.  This course is a 
closed class with AARP.  

Space is limited.  Regis-
tration for this class begins 
on Monday, November 24,  
at 9:30 a.m.  No reservations 
will be taken prior to that 
time!

To reserve a seat, call 
Assemblyman Benedetto’s 

AARP Driver Safety Program
offi ce at (718) 892-2235. 

This 6-hour course will 
refresh your driving knowl-
edge with a review of time-
tested safe driving tips.  
Those who complete the 
course will receive a reduc-
tion of approximately 10 
percent from the base rate 
of automobile and motorcy-
cle liability premiums each 
year for three years.

The course will be held 
at Fort Schuyler House, 3077 
Cross Bronx Expressway. 

Wave Hill is located at 675 
West 252nd Street. For more 
information call: (718) 549-3200 
ext. 232.

FRI, NOVEMBER 28: This 
Black Friday, avoid the malls in 
favor of a serene outlook on the 
holiday season! Mindfulness 
meditation helps relieve stress, 
increase focus and even make 
you happier! Led by a member 
of the Yoga for Bliss team, this 

- Upcoming Wave Hill events -
class is offered free of charge, 
and admission to the grounds 
is free until noon—but regis-
tration recommended, online 
only.  Drop-ins will be accom-
modated as the limited space 
permits. All levels welcome.

SAT, NOVEMBER 29; 

SUN, NOVEMBER 30: FAM-
ILY ART PROJECT: HARVEST 
TIME HANGINGS: Gather fall 
leaves, cones, pods and seed 

heads. Weave them together 
with other materials from the 
gardens and meadows to create 
a decorative wall hanging cele-
brating the bounty and beauty 
of the season. Free, and admis-
sion to the grounds is free until 
noon.

SAT, NOVEMBER 29: TAI 
CHI CHUAN: In this beginner-
level class, Irving Yee, a mem-
ber of the William CC Chen Tai 

Chi School, introduces students 
to the internal martial arts and 
promotes an awareness of its 
benefi ts. Sessions are held in-
doors. 

SAT, NOVEMBER 29: 
GALLERY TOUR: Join a cura-
torial fellow for a tour of cur-
rent exhibitions. 

SUN, NOVEMBER 30: 
HATHA YOGA: Classes are 
led by Yoga for Bliss director 

Neem Dewji and other certifi ed 
instructors. 

SUN, NOVEMBER 30: 
MEDITATION: Classes are led 
by Yoga for Bliss director Neem 
Dewji and other certifi ed in-
structors. 

SUN, NOVEMBER 30: 
GARDEN HIGHLIGHTS 
WALK: Join in for an hour-
long tour of seasonal garden 
highlights. 
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BY BILL TWOMEY
Today, Como, Italy is a pop-

ular tourist locale in the Lom-
bardy region due to its prox-
imity to the southern area 
of the Alps and its beautiful 
lake.  Few people seem to re-
alize that back in1859 there 
was no Italy; it was an as-
semblage of city-states.  Then 
Giuseppi Garibaldi came 
along and freed Como from 
the Austrians and the King-
dom of Italy was established 
in 1861.  This was the setting 
in 1860 when the city of Como 
began reclaiming an unused 
harbor area to create Piazza 
Cavour.  A decade later, a 
wealthy trader named Sebas-
tiano Mondolfo hired sculp-
tor Biagio Catella to design a 
fountain to beautify the area.  
Biagio completed the commis-
sion in only six months and 
the three-tiered fountain of 
Bianco Pi Italian marble with 
varied fl oral and wildlife mo-
tifs was unveiled on Septem-
ber 23, 1872.   

The fountain also served a 
very practical purpose as the 
townspeople now had a plen-
tiful and close supply of wa-
ter fed by Mount Olimpino.  
There were, however, a few 

naysayers in the city who ob-
jected to the nudity in the de-
sign and thought that Catella 
didn’t properly confi gure the 
swan motif.  The objections 
became rather mute as it later 
turned out. Because of serious 
fi scal problems in the city, it 
became fi nancially too diffi -
cult to maintain the fountain 
which was using quite a bit of 
water.   It was fi nally decided 
to dismantle the sculpture 
and place it in storage in 1891.  

William Rockefeller found 
out about the fountain and 
decided to purchase it. That 
was in 1902 and the cost was 
only about $637 but the cost 
of moving it to the Bronx was 
another $25,000.  This was no 
great problem for Rockefeller 
and the following year it was 
installed in the Bronx Zoo 
where it can be seen to this 
very day.  The setting was al-
tered to the design of archi-
tects Heins and La Farge and 
moved to Astor Court near 
Rainey Gate in 1910. It stands 
28’ high and 33’ wide and was 

declared a New York City 
landmark in 1968.  

The Italian Fountain, also 
known as the Rockefeller 
Fountain, was fully restored 
by the A. Ottavino Corpora-
tion and the Building Conser-
vation Associates, Inc. and un-
veiled in a special ceremony 
on September 14, 2008.  Rep-
resentatives from Como, Italy 
were on hand for the celebra-
tion and opera star Michael 
Amante sang for the occasion.  
Bronx Zoo offi cials and local 
political fi gures were also on 
hand for the unveiling.  The 
next time you happen to be 
in the zoo, make it a point to 
stop by the restored fountain 
and think back to how it all 
started in Como, Italy in 1872.  

We’ll help take the mystery 
out of cremation.

Rockefeller Fountain restored

(Right) The Rockefeller Fountain 
at the Bronx Zoo is also called the 
Italian Fountain and was sculpted 
by Biagio Catella in 1872 and 
purchased for the zoo by William 
Rockefeller in 1902. REPRINTED FROM 11/25/2010
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1 Family. Completely Renovated. 
Stainless steel appliances, garage, and deck.

$430,000.

1 Family House. On a double lot. 
4 bedrooms and 3 baths.

$490,000.

2 Family House. 
On a double lot.

$400,000.

2 Family. Income Basement
apartment and 2 car garage.

$490,000.

2 Family House.

$425,000.

HOUSE SALES
REALTY CORP.

Rosana Chirico
Licensed Real Estate Broker

com

RC House Sales Realty Corp.

THROGGS NECK AREA

$1900
3 Bedroom. $1700

$1400.
 3 Bedroom.  $1800

IN CONTRACT

We have many clients looking for apartment rentals and 
houses for sale Please call for a free market assessment

HOUSE SALES
REALTY CORP.

3602 E Tremont Ave
Bronx, NY 10465

718-684-1411
Fax: 718-684-1422

1 Family House.
Completely Renovated. 

$410,000.

SMOOTHIE and PANINI

APARTMENTS

COMMERCIAL/OFFICE/RETAIL
Store Front available.

400 square feet - E Tremont Ave & 3rd Ave.

SC       PS
BOWLS&

3602 C East Tremont Ave.
Located near the Alley Cat Café.  

Available outside seating in our cozy courtyard. 
Like us on facebook. Www.Facebook.Com/scoopsandbowls

Follow us on instagram. Www.Instagram.Com/scoopsandbowls

FEATURING GUILT FREE SELECTIONS INCLUDING
FAT FREE, NON-DIARY, SUGAR FREE, AND GLUTEN FREE

LARGE SIZE COFFEE OR TEA, HOT OR ICED FOR $1.00
REAL FRUIT SMOOTHIES FOR JUST $3.50

50¢ MINI CONE ALL YEAR LONG!

Pumpkin ice cream, pumpkin coffee, pumpkin muffi ns,
and fried pumpkin oreos!

COUNTRY CLUB AREA
 1 bedroom. Includes all utilities. $800

CASTLE HILL AREA
 2 bedroom. $1300

Come Try Out Our Smoothies,
Lunches and Paninis

REAL FRUIT
SMOOTHIE

SOUP and PANINI
PUMPKIN ICE CREAM SUNDAE 

$3.00

LIMITED TIME ONLY
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BY FATHER RICHARD F. GORMAN
Homeless In 

New York City:

It’s More Than 
Not Having 

A Place to Live

The issue of homeless in 
the City of New York is as 
perplexing as it is profuse, as 
complex as it is copious.  It is 
not my intention in this col-
umn to layout a complex as 
it is copious.  It is not my in-
tent in this column to defi ne 
an all-encompassing or com-
prehensive analysis of the 
homeless issue and the steps 
needed to solve it.  It is my 
objective, though, to put for-
ward some observations and 
suggestions that might assist 
in leading us out of the seem-
ingly intractable morass that 
this problem has become.

To give you an idea of how 
colossal and complicated 
homelessness in the City of 
New York is, I share these 
ten “BASIC FACTS” about 
it, courtesy of our friends in 
The New York City Coalition 
for the Homeless:

1. In recent years, home-
lessness in New York City 
has reached the highest lev-
els since the Great Depres-
sion of the 1930s.

2. As of September 2014, 

there were an all-time record 
58,056 homeless people, in-
cluding 13,922 homeless fam-
ilies with 24,631 homeless 
children, sleeping each night 
in the New York City munici-
pal shelter system.  Families 
comprise nearly four-fi fths of 
the homeless shelter popula-
tion.

3. Over the course of last 
year, more than 111,000 dif-
ferent homeless men, women, 
and children slept in the New 
York City Municipal Shelter 
System.  This includes more 
than 40,000 different home-
less New York City children.

4. The number of homeless 
New Yorkers sleeping each 
night in municipal shelters 
is now 87% higher than in 
January 2002, when former 
Mayor Michael R. Bloomberg 
initially took offi ce.

5. Research shows that 
the primary cause of home-
lessness, particularly among 
families, is lack of affordable 
housing. Surveys of homeless 
families have identifi ed the 
following major immediate, 
triggering causes of home-
lessness: eviction; doubled-
up or severely overcrowded 
housing; domestic violence; 
job loss; and hazardous hous-
ing conditions.

6. Research shows that, 

compared to homeless fami-
lies, homeless single adults 
have much higher rates of se-
rious mental illness, addic-
tion disorders, and other se-
vere health problems.

7. Each night thousands 
of unsheltered homeless 
people sleep on New York 
City streets, in the subway 
system, and in other public 
spaces.  There is no accurate 
measurement of New York 
City’s unsheltered homeless 
population, and recent mu-
nicipal surveys signifi cantly 
underestimate the number 
of unsheltered homeless New 
Yorkers.

8. Studies show that the 
large majority of street home-
less New Yorkers are people 
living with mental illness or 
other severe health problems.  
Four out of fi ve street home-
less New Yorkers are men.

9. As in other American 
cities, New York City’s unshel-
tered homeless population 
is concentrated in the cen-
tral business district  --  i.e., 
Midtown Manhattan.  Sur-
veys show that nearly 60% of 
New York City’s unsheltered 
homeless population is in the 
Borough of Manhattan.

10. African-American 
and Latino New Yorkers are 
disproportionately affected 
by homelessness. Approxi-
mately 57% of New York City 
homeless shelter residents 
are African-American, 31% 
are Latino, 8% are white, ap-
proximately 1% are Asian-
American, and 4% are of un-
known race/ethnicity.

This above-mentioned sta-
tistics coalesce into a por-
trait more disturbing than 
any forbidding painting by 
William Blake, Francis Ba-
con, or Francisco Goya.  
Such is not the case because 
our homeless sisters and 
brothers are scary, but be-
cause the escalating dimen-
sions, perplexing complex-
ity, and obdurate persistence 
of their plight is daunting, to 
say the least.  Something has 
to be done, if not out of moral 
conviction and love of neigh-
bor, than in trepidation of le-
gal prosecution and judicial 
decree.  So what is an alleg-
edly humane, tolerant, open-
minded, compassionate and 
civil society supposed to do 
for those without homes and 
shelter?  Such is the query 
that will be addressed in a 
subsequent column.

Until next time, that is it 
for this time!
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Tonight, Friday, Novem-
ber 21 at 7:30 p.m., Temple Ha-
tikva will be presenting the 
“Righteous Gentile Award” to 
Kevin Mahoney, general man-
ager of the Brooklyn Cyclones 
(New York Mets minor league 
affi liate in Coney Island).   The 
award will be given as part of 
the Sabbath services this eve-
ning and a very special cel-
ebratory “Oneg Shabbat” in 
honor of Kevin Mahoney will 
be held directly after the ser-
vices.   The srvices and award 
ceremony will take place at 
Bronx House, 990 Pelham 
Parkway South.

The concept of the “Righ-
teous Gentile Award” was be-
gun in Jerusalem, Israel at 
Yad Vashem, the Holocaust 
Memorial.    Israel was seeking 
a way to honor those non-Jews 
that went “above and beyond” 
in assisting Jews during the 
Holocaust.  Their names are 
commemorated in a “Garden 
of the Righteous” at the Yad 

Temple Hatikva presents award
Vashem Memorial.

In keeping with this tradi-
tion, Temple Hatikva seeks 
to honor those non-Jews that 
have gone “above and beyond” 
in helping our synagogue and 
our community.  Kevin has 
been a prime motivator behind 
our annual “Jewish Heritage 
Day” fundraiser at MCU Park 
in Coney Island.  More im-
portantly, Kevin also played a 
central role in assisting Rabbi 
Harry Hertzberg in distribut-
ing Cyclones souvenirs to com-
bat-wounded soldiers in Israel.

On a personal level, when it 
became clear that Rabbi Harry 
would be in need of a life-sav-
ing kidney transplant, Kevin 
Mahoney was among the fi rst 
to volunteer to be tested to see 
if he was a compatible match 
for Rabbi Harry and has been 
willing to donate a kidney.

Commenting on the award, 
Rabbi Harry noted:  “There 
are some very special people 
in our world who give of them-

selves above and beyond ev-
eryone else.  Kevin is one of 
those rare individuals who 
embody the meaning of giving 
and sharing.  It is entirely fi t-
ting and appropriate that we 
honor Kevin in this manner 
and we invite everyone to join 
us in bestowing this honor”

This is a free event and the 
community is invited.

The community is also in-
vited to Temple Hatikva’s free 
Adult Education program 
continuing this Sunday, No-
vember 23 at 10 A.M. at Bronx 
House.  The topic of this year’s 
program is “Understanding 
the Sabbath Prayerbook” and 
is taught by Rabbi Harry and 
Cantor Kyle.  All materials 
are provided as well as a free 
breakfast.  This program is 
sponsored through the gener-
osity of the Shalom Jewish Fu-
neral Home in Castle Hill. 

For more information call 
917) 453-7557 or go to www.
TempleHatikva.com.

Bronx Park East Community Association news

On November 13,, B-PECA supported Councilman Ritchie Torres’ Toiletries Drive for Survivors of Domestic Vio-
lence!

BY RAPHAEL SCHWEISER
   Last column, Bronx Park 

East Community Association 
introduced our new ‘Inside 
Scoop’, which brings to light 
little-known, but very impor-
tant details about why some 
city services are the way they 
are.

Last week we spoke about 
‘rated parks’ and why Pelham 
Parkway is cleaner lately. 
This week, it’s time to speak 
about traffi c control agents.

Traffi c control agents, are 
uniformed traffi c offi cers 
under the direction of the 
NYPD. 

These agents are sent to 
heavily-used, congested road-
way intersections all over 
the city to direct drivers and 
ensure safe, smooth passage 
of vehicles and pedestrians 
through the area. This way, 
drivers get to work on time 
and fewer accidents occur.

As you may know, there 
are two intersections in the 
northeast Bronx that become 
very congested during the 
AM and PM rush hours, a lit-
eral traffi c nightmare from 7 
to 9 a.m. and from 4 to7 p.m.

The Bronx River Parkway 
entrance at Allerton Avenue 
and Bronx Park East, and 
the Fordham Road entrance 
where the Pelham Parkway 
westbound main road inter-
sects Boston Road, are two ar-
eas that are always in need of 
agents to maintain order.

   Over the past year, there 
has been a constant back-
and-forth between Allerton/
Pelham Parkway residents, 
B-PECA board members and 
elected offi cials questioning 
the consistency and timing of 
the placement of these agents.

There’s one week where 
one intersection has agents, 
but the other doesn’t and vice-
versa.

But another troubling is-
sue, and the subject of this 
week’s Inside Scoop is why the 
agents arrive at 7:30 a.m., af-
ter there’s already been thirty 
minutes of traffi c mayhem 
and congestion.

After all, if the AM rush 
hour starts at 7 a.m., shouldn’t 
the agents arrive, well, at 7 
a.m.? 

I’m sure they do in Man-
hattan.

Well, after some basic, sim-
ple investigating (you know, 
actually talking to the agents) 
there’s a simple answer to this 
‘30-minutes late’ problem.

There’s No Bronx

 “Dispatch” Area

Every borough, except the 
Bronx and Staten Island, has 

an NYPD traffi c agent dis-
patch area. In these dispatch 
areas in Manhattan, Brook-
lyn and Queens, the agents 
clock-in to work and are sent 
to their post at the intersec-
tions most in-need.

The agents don’t have a 
steady weekly schedule of 
locations (which I would’ve 
presumed), so they have to 
report to the dispatch area 
fi rst, where they are given 
their designated posts by the 
higher-ups. In the case of the 
two northeast Bronx troubled 
intersections, those agents 
are dispatched from Queens.

That’s right, Queens.
So, the traffi c agents have 

to sit in traffi c for 30-45 min-
utes before directing traffi c at 
their designated post.

Bizarre, eh?
The agents get in a van as a 

group from Queens and drive 
to their designated posts, 
where in the case of our two 
problem areas, they arrive at 
7:30 a.m. after 30 minutes of 
mayhem has already trans-
pired.

Bronx Dispatch 

Area Please

   So, the next question is 
why doesn’t the Bronx have 
its own dispatch area for the 
agents to clock-in to work at?

Well, information is power. 
So I hope the community lead-
ers and elected offi cials read-
ing this column can use this 
knowledge and rationale to 
press the NYPD to have a 
Bronx dispatch area for traf-
fi c control agents.

This way the agents can 
clock in at 6:30 and arrive at 7 
a.m. to Allerton/Bronx Park 
East, Pelham Parkway/Bos-
ton Road, and hopefully soon, 
Boston Road/Thwaites Place.

After all, traffi c conges-
tion affects our stress-level, 
safety and quality of life. Ev-
ery minute of unsafe, disor-
derly traffi c tie-ups is a min-
ute too many.

Now, let’s get these traffi c 
agents at their posts at 7 a.m.!

Thank You, 

C.O. McCormack!

Bronx Park East Commu-
nity Association would like to 
extend a warm thank you to 
49th Precinct Commander Of-
fi cer Timothy McCormack for 
heeding our concerns and in-
deed requesting a traffi c agent 
for the congested intersection 
of Boston Road and    Thwaites 
Place.

You may have seen B-
PECA chair Raphael standing 
there from 7 to 9 a.m. taking 
photo/video footage the past 
few weeks. Well, that footage 

was sent to the 49th , which 
led Capt. McCormack to send 
an offi cer there last Friday to 
see for himself.

And it was bad: Numer-
ous instances of cars, buses, 
and even tractor trailers, 
‘blocking the box’,  preventing 
the passage of vehicles from 
Thwaites Place onto Boston 
Road and White Plains Road; 
cars driving over crosswalks 
and nearly onto sidewalks; 
loud, obnoxious honking; and 
pedestrians including parents 

and school children heading 
to P.S. 96 and M.S. 135 being 
put in danger by everything 
mentioned above.

A traffi c agent has been 
needed at this location for 
over four years, but now an of-
fi cial request has been made 
to fi nally, as they say, “git ‘r’ 
done”.

Thank you to Capt. McCor-
mack for being approachable, 
detail-oriented and communi-
cable since arriving at the 4-9. 
It’s actually nice and refresh-

ing to have a down-to-earth 
person in charge of our area’s 
police precinct.

Contact B-PECA 24/7

As always contact us 24/7 
by texting/calling (347) 654-
7044, emailing bxparkeast@
gmail.com or going to our fa-
cebook group: www.facebook.
com/groups/bxparkeast .

Our next meeting is Thurs-
day, December 11 from 6:30 to 
8:45 p.m. at 2401 White Plains 
Road.

Hasta Luego!
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recapture investor loses by 
selling securities not regis-
tered in New York State.” 

Bachner added that Van 
Zandt’s losses were aggra-
vated by theft from employ-
ees, including Van Zandt’s 

Jail time for Robert Van Zandt
From page 1

son, who committed suicide-
shortly after the scheme col-
lapsed. He said that people 
involved in this theft have 

not been prosecuted. 
Several years ago, Van 

Zandt clients told the Bronx 
Times that Van Zandt’s tax 

business was  seeking their 
money for what seemed like le-
gitimate investment purposes.

“They had fl iers on the 
desk saying to invest in these 
things and you would get 
nine percent,” said victim 
Stan Pliny in 2011.  

Jenice Malecki, a securi-
ties attorney, said she repre-
sents about 100 of Van Zandt’s 
former clients. 

“Certainly the guilty plea 
helps provide some comfort 
and closure to these inves-
tors,” she said. “I think a lot 
of them would be distressed 
if he only got 3.8 years.” 

Certainly the guilty plea helps provide 
some comfort and closure to these 

investors.
Jenice Malecki

Robert Van Zandt has pled guilty.

The thin house on 848 Revere Avenue, resumed construction on Monday, November 3, after 
it was halted for over three months by the NYC Buildings Department. 
 Community News Group / Steven Goodstein

Thin house construction resumes
From page 1

the project.
“This is just part of the business,” 

said Longo, who submitted an amended 
plan with minor construction changes 
to the Department of Building after 
clarifying the site’s inadequacies. 
“Sometimes, you have to go back to 
the drawing board, especially when 
the Department of Buildings, the prop-
erty owner as well as myself wanted to 
avoid any burden on homeowners in 
the neighborhood.”

Longo claimed that the bulk of the 
problem was the small parking area, 
not necessarily the narrow structure.  

However, he is relieved that the 
house is back to being constructed.

“It’s unfortunate that the construc-
tion was put on hold, but now that it’s 
back on I am very happy for the prop-
erty owner and land developer.”

On the contrary, there are still in-
dividuals in Throggs Neck who are 
outraged that construction of the thin 

house has started up again. 
“I fi nd the construction unaccept-

able and I do not agree with the Depart-
ment of Buildings and their determi-
nation to go through with this project 
despite community opposition,” said 
Councilman James Vacca, who played 
a major part in the construction’s tem-
porary halt, which he claims did not 
stem on the limited parking area, but 
the home’s overall structure.

“I had the construction stopped for 
months - mainly because this neigh-
borhood’s zoning laws require homes 
to be contextual, meaning that the 
houses must stay in context with 
the other houses on the block,” said 
Vacca.

“This house goes against multiple 
zoning laws, and it is because of the 
home’s inability to comply with these 
zoning laws and requirements that I 
do not support the decision of the De-
partment of Buildings to resume con-
struction.”

S SSHOP OUR CLASSIFIED 
PAGES EVERY WEEK AND 

SAVE MONEY
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“When you let them do what they want to do there 
is a breakdown. They did whatever they wanted. 
We let our ineptness on offense affect our focus 
and attention on defense” 
FORDHAM COACH STEPHANIE GAITLEY..................86

PIPE
DREAMS

By Bob Connolly

The Giants held the ‘Nin-
ers to 330yards but still lost 
because Eli threw 5 Intercep-
tions. A couple of those picks 
had me yelling at the TV, 
“Where the heck was he look-
ing,” or words to that effect. 
They still gave up 148 net yards 
rushing and 185 net yards 
passing The D had 1 sack, no 
int’s, a 2 fumble recoveries. 
Overall not a good week!

 The Circle Of Stink

A lot of sportsters list 
the best NFL teams but the 
Sports Curmudgeon looked at 
the other end of the scale for 
the four worst teams-Tampa, 
J’ville, Oakland, “Last on the 
list are the NY J-E-T-S, Jets 
Jets Jets who have a 1-8 record 
as of today. Because they are 
in NYC, the Jets get more scru-
tiny and national attention 
than the other three teams 
on my list so even casual NFL 
fans probably know about the 
QB fi asco there and the poor 
play of the secondary. How-
ever, let me offer two points 
to try to show how ineffective 
the Jets’ defense is:

In 9 games, the Jets’ de-
fense has created 3 turnovers; 
the last one was on October 5 
– more than a month ago. Only 
1 of those turnovers was an in-
terception.

The defense has allowed 24 
TD passes in 9 games.

The problem for the Jets is 
simple. They have talent on 

WEEK 11 
Frisco (6-4) 16
Giants  (3-7) 10

Continued on Page 85

BY JOSEPH STASZEWSKI
Michael Bronzo nearly found 

the end zone returning the open-
ing the kick of the second half, 
running 69 yards to the Xaver-
ian 23-yard line. The Fordham 
Prep senior defensive back got it 

right the second time 
He highlighted a huge day 

with 61-yard punt return for 
a touchdown that swung the 
momentum to the Rams in an-
Teventual 34-14 victory in the 
CHSFL Class A title game last 

Friday night at Coffey Field. The 
score pushed the Fordham lead 
to 20-7. Bronzo, who was singled 
out by Rams coach Pete Goryn-
ski as the game’s star, also col-
lecting two interceptions and 
recovering a fumble. 

“He played off the charts,” 
Fordham freshman quar-
terback Matt Valecce said of 
Bronzo. “He was electric. He is 
the quickest kid on the football 
team. He helped us and gave us 

DYNAMIC BRONZO, 
FORDHAM PREP CLAIM 

CHSFL ‘A’ CROWN

Fordham Prep’s Micheal Bronzo holds the championship trophy after winning the CHSFL Class A title against Xavierian. Photo by Robert Cole

Continued on Page 84
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so many breaks.” 
Valecce also did his part helping the 

Rams earn just the second CHSFL title 
in program history. Fordham Prep (10-2) 
won the AA crown in 2011. 

In just his second start of his career, 
Valecce showed both he and the pro-
gram’s future is bright. He went 12 of 24 
passing for 240 yards and  three touch-
down passes.Valecce shrugged off a slow 
start to the second half to toss two fourth 
quarter touchdowns to put the game 
away.  a

“It’s crazy,” Bronzo said of Valecce’s 
play the last two weeks. “What he is do-
ing is shocking all of us, not the we don’t 
think he was capable. To come in here as 
a freshman and do what he’s been doing 
is amazing.” 

Xaverian was able to hang with the 
Rams early behind workhorse running 
back Brandon Peterson. The Clippers 
answered a 23-yard touchdown pass 
form Valecce to Baeli Polanco with a 
44-yard scoring run from Peterson to 
but the Rams lead to 7-6 with 9:59 to go 
in the fi rst quarter. Just before halftime 
Valecce put together a 16-play, 95-yard 
drive that as capped by a 7-yard touch-
down run by Joshua Johnson. The Rams 
took a 12-7 lead into the break. 

Bronzo put the game out of reach 
when he zig and zagged his way through 
the Xaverian defense for the punt return 
score with 8:24 o go in the third quarter. 
Phil DePaulis connected on a 17-yard 
touchdown pass to Garrett Murnan with 
6:12 remaining in the frame, but Xaver-
ian (6-5) never got closer. Valecce, who 

also threw and interception, hooked up 
with Michael Wagner and Will Randell 
for scores in the fourth quarter.

“I think I bounced back well,” Val-
lece said. “The team really helped me 
with that.”

Fordham’s season is far from over. 
The Rams have another tropy to win 
when it faces rival Xaver 10 a.m. at Cof-
fey Field on Thanksgiving Day in their 
annuel Turkey Bowl meeting. They 
plan on taking plenty of confi dence into 

that conestest, trying to end the year on  
hight note. 

“We are excited to win the champio-
ship,” Bronzo said “But we have a lot of 
momentum going into Thanksgiving 
now.”  

Fordham Prep celebrates winning the CHSFL Class A Championship over Xavierian. Photo by Robert Cole

Dynamic Bronzo, Fordham Prep claim CHSFL ‘A’ crown
from Page 83

Archbishop Stepinac High School senior 
Dylan DeMuro recently became the fi rst la-
crosse player in school history to sign a Na-
tional Letter of Intent to play NCAA Division 
1 lacrosse. He signed with Manhattan College 
where he plans to major in business. The col-
lege competes out of the Metro Atlantic Ath-
letic Conference. 

Joining DeMuro in the signing ceremony 
were his parents, Manhattan College la-
crosse coach Steve Manitta and James Gold-
mann, Stepinac’s head lacrosse coach as well 
as a Stepinac alumnus (Class of ’04).

DeMuro is a three-sport athlete at Stepi-
nac, starting at outside linebacker on the 
school’s undefeated football team, as well as 
a starting forward on the varsity basketball 
team. 

As a member of Stepinac’s varsity lacrosse 
program DeMuro has been a four-year starter 
for the Crusaders team, having started a to-
tal 66 games at long stick midfi eld and close 
defense. He has been a fi rst team, all-league 
selection in his fi rst three seasons, while also 
being awarded CHSAA “A” long stick mid-
fi elder of the year after his junior season. He 
has helped Stepinac amass a league record of 
32 wins and 2 losses during his tenure, while 
also being a key component in Stepinac’s 2013 
CHSAA “A” Intersectional Championship 
and 2014 CHSAA “A” City Championship.

In addition to athletics, DeMuro is a mem-
ber of Stepinac’s Travel Club and Ambassa-
dor Club while also assisting in the school’s 
Admissions Offi ce. 

Stepinac HS senior signs letter of 
intent to attend Manhattan College

Dylan DeMuro (seated) signs letter of intent while looking on are (l-r): Stepinac High School’s lacrosse head Coach James Goldmann 
and Mr. and Mrs. Frank DeMuro, Dylan’s parents.
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BY JOSEPH STASZEWSKI
Manhattan College understands 

there are big shoes to fill if it is 
going to repeat as MAAC tourna-
ment champions and reach a second 
straight NCAA tournament.  

The Jaspers graduated corner-
stone players George Beamon, 
Rhamel Brown and Michael Al-
varado. Manhattan coach Steve 
Masiello put them on the program’s 
Mount Rushmore of players over the 
last 15 years. He wants a similar end-
ing to their careers for this year’s 
seniors, who were part of Masiello’s 
first recruiting class. Emmy Andu-
jar is a preseason All-MAAC second 
team selection. Donovan Kates and 
RaShawn Stores both played key 
roles last season and will continue 
to be contributors this season. 

“You want your seniors to go out 
on top and in the right way, unfor-
tunately only one [MAAC] team can 
get that,” Masiello said on a con-
ference call. “I want this group to 
go out the way they envision when 
they first came to and committed to 
Manhattan. That’s very important 
to me.” 

In order to do so the Jasper will 
rely heavily on the size and skill 
of 6-foot-10 junior forward Ashton 
Pankey, an All-MAAC third team 
selection and 6-foot-10 Arizona 

transfer Jermaine Lawrence. Andu-
jar is 6-foot-6 and freshman forward 
Zane Waterman is 6-foot-9. It gives 
Manhattan formidable size. Point 

guard Tyler Wilson and shooter 
Shane Richard’s will also be key 
components of a squad that was 
picked to finish third in the MAAC 

by the conference’s coaches in the 
preseason.  

“We want to keep the momen-
tum going and try to build off that,” 
Masiello said. “The MAAC race is 
going to be very competitive this 
year.” 

In order for the Jaspers to raise 
the trophy again and dace their way 
into the NCAA tournament they 
will have to win three MAAC tour-
nament  games at the Times Union 
Center, Sienna College’s home 
court. The tournament moved from 
the MassMutial Center in Spring-
field, Mass. Masiello hasn’t won a 
game there during his three season 
on the bench. He believes if you are 
good enough it can be done, even at 
an area known for its home court 
advantage.                                           

“Three, I’ve just trying to win 
one game there, never mind three,” 
he said.  

The Jaspers opened the season 
with an 81-66 round loss to Florida 
State last Saturday. The Seminoles 
went on a 19-0 over the first and sec-
ond quarters to grab a 14-point ad-
vantage and control of the game. 
Richards led the way with 17 points 
and Pankey chipped 14 points and 
seven rebounds. Manhattan plays 
eight of its first nine games on the 
road.

Manhattan looking to repeat as MAAC champions 

Forward Emmy Andujar will try to lead Manhattan to a second straight MAAC title and NCAA 
tournament berth. Photo courtesy of Manhattan Athletics

the DL and at LB; other 
than that, they are defi cient 
and like the Raiders, the fi x is 
not going to be quick. However, 
the impatience of NY fans and 
the NY media will likely put 
pressure on the Jets to make 
some quick-fi x moves. I do not 
think that will help…

A group of Jets’ fans has 
raised money to buy a bill-
board ad near MetLife Sta-
dium that will say “Fire John 
Idzik”. A pilot fl ew a small 
plane over the Jets’ practice 
fi eld towing a sign that said 
the same thing. These folks 
have issued public statements 
to the effect that they rep-
resent the body of Jets’ fans 
who are disgusted and whose 
voices will now be heard. A 
coach – I cannot remember 
which one – once said that if 
you start listening to the fans 
in the stands you are likely go-
ing to join them as fans in the 
stands. GM John Idzik might 
want to take heed here…

Finally, here is a snarky 
comment about the NY Jets. 
As I said, they are in NYC so 
they get more attention than 
the other three teams on my 

list:
 “The Jets are starting Mi-

chael Vick because of Geno 
Smith’s interceptions. Look-
ing to Vick as a solution to 
your turnover problem is like 
hiring an obese chain smoker 
as your personal trainer.” 
[Greg Cote, Miami Herald]

Michael Cuddyer

The Mets made a big hoo-ha 
about trading for Michael Cud-
dyer. I don’t think this is that 
big of a deal. He is on the DL 
quite a bit and has only played 
in 62% of his games over 14 
years. He’ll be 36 years old 
this spring and carries an .813 
career OPS, with a 10HR aver-
age away from Colorado. Let’s 
wait on him.

Mets Focus

Adam Rubin (ESPNNY.
com) wrote about the Phoenix 
meetings, “Daniel Murphy’s 
future with the Mets heavily 
depends on how the Mets ad-
dress shortstop. Murphy, who 
is due to make roughly $8.1 
million in his fi nal season be-
fore free agency, likely will re-
main a Met in 2015 if the team 
is unable to acquire a shortstop 
and uses Wilmer Flores at the 
position, or if the Mets acquire 

a defensive-oriented shortstop 
(think Arizona’s Didi Grego-
rius). If the Mets are able to 
land a shortstop with a more 
potent bat (think the White 
Sox’s Alexei Ramirez) (bc. I 
think Alexei would be a good 
move), then it is more likely 
they deal Murphy.

Of course, that requires 
getting a quality offer for Mur-
phy, which has been an issue 
in the past. (but that would 
mean Alderson would be 
thinking ahead)

ROY

The Sports Curmudgeon 
passed along his thinking on 
the NL Rookie of the Year, “ 
MLB named the Rookies of 
the Year earlier this week. 
Jose Abreu won the American 
League award with a unani-
mous vote; I cannot think of 
any good argument in favor 
of anyone else for that award. 
In the National League, it is 
somewhat different. Mets’ 
pitcher, Jacob deGrom, is the 
Rookie of the Year. My reac-
tion to hearing that news fell 
somewhere on the spectrum 
between: “Really? Are you 
sure?”

Then I saw who fi nished be-

hind deGrom in the voting:
    Billy Hamilton
    Kolten Wong
    Ken Giles
The bottom line here is 

that it was not a bumper crop 
of rookies in the National 
League last year.A 

Perry Patter

Dwight Perry (Seattle 
Times) gave us, “NFL head-
lines-

At SportsPickle.com: “Re-
port: Cowboys deciding if get-
ting Tony Romo paralyzed is 
better than playing Brandon 
Weeden.”;

At TheOnion.com: “Phila-
delphia-area sports psycholo-
gist already clearing schedule 
for Mark Sanchez.”

“Malasia’s Lee Chong Wei, 
the world’s top-ranked bad-
minton player, has tested posi-
tive for the corticosteroid dex-
amethasone.

Which certainly explains 
why all his birdies suddenly 
started fl ying south to Aus-
tralia.”

“Forward Alandise Harris, 
to the Arkansas Democrat-
Gazette, on his clashes with 
Razorbacks basketball coach 
Mike Anderson last season: 

“He didn’t like the answers 
I was giving him. We solved 
that when I got suspended.”

Steven LoBue, the world’s 
third-ranked cliff diver, once 
put his talents to work doing 
leaps from 89 feet at an amuse-
ment park in Shenzhen, 
China.

“It was a fl aming dive in a 
fi re suit,” LoBue, 29, told The 
Miami Herald. “It was about 
as safe as it can be, consider-
ing you’re lighting yourself 
on fi re.”

“Taima, the Seahawks’ 
live mascot, went off-course 
on his latest pregame fl ight 
and landed on a fan.

It could have been 
worse,” pointed out Oth-
erCrap.com. “It might 
have been a Lions game.”                                                                                                                          
Times reader Bill Littlejohn, 
on Taima the Seahawk mas-
cot landing on a Seattle fan’s 
head: “Personal fowl.”

“Bud Shaw of the Cleve-
land Plain Dealer, on Steelers 
safety Mike Mitchell launch-
ing himself over the line into 
the Jets’ victory formation: 
“In Mitchell’s defense, who 
knew the Jets had a victory 
formation?”

Pipe Dreams: Michael Cuddyer; Mets Focus; ROY; Perry Patter
from Page 83
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BY JOSEPH STASZEWSKI
Fordham got a quick and emphatic 

reminder that its conference cham-
pionship season has come and gone 
along with key players that made it 
happen. 

The Rams women’s basketball 
team’s inexperience showed early and 
often in a 72-51 season opening loss to 
Iona College last Friday afternoon at 
Rose Hill. Fordham committed 12 of 
its 19 turnovers in the fi rst half and 
watched Iona score 26 points on give-
aways during the contest. The players 
and coaches see it as a chance for an 
early wake up call about how much 
better they need to take care of the 
ball. Turnovers have been prevalent 
in practice. 

“I’m glad this happened the fi rst 
game and not midway through the 
season,” senior forward Emily Tapio 
said. “It’s going to take a lot of pa-
tience. This is really good wake up 
call.” 

What bothered Fordham coach 
Stephanie Gaitley even more than the 
turnovers was how it affected them 
mentally. The Rams’ early struggles 
on offense dealing with Iona’s mul-
tiple defensive looks caused them to  
lose focus on defense. 

She said they worked all week on 
making it tough for Gaels stars Da-
mika Martinez and Joy Adams to 
touch the ball and get good looks, but 

that didn’t happen on Friday after-
noon. Martinez scored 20 of her 27 
points in the fi rst half and grabbed 
seven rebounds and Adams tallied 23 
points and 12 boards. Iona led by as 
many as 26 late in the second half.                            

“When you let them do what they 
want to do there is a breakdown,” 
Gaitley said. “They did whatever they 
wanted. We let our ineptness on of-
fense affect our focus and attention on 
defense” 

Fordham appeared to refocus in the 
second half. It forced turnovers of its 
own to spark a quick 7-0 run that cut 
the Gales lead to 49-37 on a 3-pointer 
from Asnate Fomina with 13:40 to play 
in the game. Two straight turnovers 
from Tapio and a lack of rebound-
ing led to consecutive baskets from 
former South Shore standout Aurel-
lia Cammock and Iona never looked 
back. Tapio, who led the Rams with 19 
points and fi ve rebounds, knows she 
has to be better.  

“We are going to face those situa-
tions,” she said. “Learning from them 
every single time is what is really go-
ing to help us.” 

The veterans and Gaitley under-
stand there will need to be some mea-
sure of patience needed with this 
group, which was picked to fi nish fi fth 
in the Atlantic 10. It lost its top two 
scorers in Abigail Corning and Erin 
Rooney from a club that won the con-

ference title and reach the NCAA tour-
nament a year ago. Sophomore guard 
Hannah Missry is still day to day af-
ter foot surgery in the offseason. 

Tapio and fellow center Samantha 
Clarke are back , but the Rams started 
freshman forward G’mrice Davis, 
sophomore Alina Gjerkes and grad-

uate student Tiffany Ruffi n around 
them. Losing to Iona show shows 
Fordham exactly how much better it 
need to be.      

“It’s a marathon not a sprint,” 
Gaitley said. “It’s hard to lose your 
opener at home, but maybe it is a great 
wake up call for us.” 

Inexperienced Fordham falls in season opener to Iona 

Emily Tapio paced Fordham with 19 points and fi ve rebounds in a season opening loss to 
Iona College. Fordham Athletics

BY WINSTON DINKINS
Velocity Track Club New York 

shined at the USA Track & Field New 
York Junior Olympic Cross Country 
Championship on Saturday, Novem-
ber 8th at Van Cortlandt Park.  USATF 
New York territory comprised of the 
State of New York south of and includ-
ing Sullivan, Orange and Dutchess 
counties, with the exception of Suf-
folk and Nassau Counties.  This cov-
ers a large territory of some of the 
best XC athletes.  The competition 
was fi erce and awards were hard to 
come by.  Plus this was a qualifi er for 
the regional championship in Maine.  
The top 30 athletes in their event / age 
group & gender will qualify for the re-
gional championship.  The top 15 ath-
letes will receive medals and the top 
10 will receive medals and lovely USA 
Track & Field hats.  In one event, there 
were as many as 70 athletes participat-
ing.  7 VTC student athletes competed 
for an opportunity to participate in the 
Regional Championship.  I’m please to 
say that 6 out of the 7 athletes quali-
fi ed for the regional championship, 5 
out of the 7 won medals and 3 out the 7 
earned lovely USATF hats. 

To start it off was Tiara Jackson in 
the 8 & under girls 2K (1.5 mile race). 
She qualifi ed and earned a bronze 

medal (15th place).  Next was the 9 & 10 
boys 3K (1.8 miles) race.  The top VTC 
Athlete was 9 years old Dontae Lindo, 
he ran his personal best and took 
3rd place, to earn a medal and hat.  9 
years old Jordan Ingram (13th place) 
ran his personal best to earn a medal 
& qualify for the regional champion-
ship.  1st year running XC, 9 year old 
Julian Caldwell, ran his personal best 
and just miss qualifying.  These young 
men will be on top of this 9 & 10 years 
old division next year.  I just can’t 
imagine how good they can be. Next 
was 12 years old Jacqueline Kendall 
who ran her personal best to qualify 
for the regional championship.   Then 
13 years old girl, Giovanna Tolbert 
in the 13 & 14 age group, ran her per-
sonal best (8th place) to earn a medal 
and lovely hat.  She will also be in this 
division next year, when all of the 14 
years old girls move up.  Then we had 
15 years Darius Gordon in the boys 15 
& 16 age division.  He ran his personal 
best to earn a medal and lovely hat (4th 
place). He will also be in the same divi-
sion next year.  This was impressive, 6 
out of the 7 student athletes ran their 
personal best on this hard course! 
Great job, athletes, parents and coach-
ing staff! 

Anyone interested in supporting 

Velocity Track Club New York.  We are 
a 501(c)3 - Non-for Profi t.  Just write the 
check of any size to Velocity Track Club 
New York.  Your donation is a tax write 

off and we will send you a receipt.  For 
additional information, contact Coach 
Winston Dinkins at 914-441-6196 or 
email me at WATCLT@AOL.COM.    

Velocity Track Club New York highlights

Velocity Track Club New York
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BY JEFF ORTIZ
Week #8   

Championship Weekend
Flag Football season ended last week 

so we would like to take this time to 
thank our sponsors which help keep our 
Warrior Football League strong.

Flag Division
Dugout Sports, Pruzzo’s Supermar-

ket ,Bronx Design Group, Parkview 
Sports, Barino’s Market, Mister Softee 
and Miller  Tires. 

Junior Pee Wee Division 
O’Connor Carpet, Middletown Ani-

mal Clinic, Jimmy Ryan’s, North Bronx 
& Paint Hardware. Pee Wee Division: 
Ralph Giordano’s Funeral Home, Schuy-
ler Hill Funeral Home, McNulty Fu-
neral Home, Ridgewood Savings Bank.

On Saturday, November 15th there 
were two consolation playoff games. 
In the fi rst game the Junior Pee Wee 
O’Connor Carpet Bears beat the North 
Bronx & Paint Hardware Jets 26-0.The 
Bears O exploded today led by 2 TD’s 
from Logan Arroyo and 2xp’s from Cris-
tian Rodriguez. Logan Ortiz also had 
a TD and Logan Arroyo scored his 3rd 
TD on a fumble recovery. Rocco Guit-
errez  and the O line had an outstand-
ing game.The Bears D was amazing as 

Jayden Diaz, John Diaz and Cristian  
Rodriguez all had sacks. Logan Arroyo 
and Logan Ortiz had forced fumbles. 
Outstanding containment by Adam 
Hernandez and Kris Musacchio. Great 
D by Adonis Rawls, Daniel Ortiz, Wil-
liam Lappe, Cyrus Alston and Jayden 
Orozco. 

In the last game of the day the Pee 
Wee  Ridgewood Savings Bank Black 
Knights edged the McNulty Funeral 
Home Rams 7-6. The Knights winning 
TD was scored on a Nathaniel Colon 55 
yd pass to Mike Powers ,and Jary Her-
nandez scored the very important xp. 
The O was led by Jary Hernandez, Na-
thaniel Colon, Mike Powers and Chris-
topher Davis. The Knights D were led 
by Mike Powers who had a sack and Na-
thaniel Colon who made the key tackle 
to stop the Rams xp try and a game sav-
ing sack. 

On Sunday, November 16th, the two 
Championship games were played at 
Cardinal Spellman High School.

The fi rst game was for the Junior 
Pee Wee Division Championship and 
the Jimmy Ryan’s Giants defeated the 
Middletown Animal Clinic Chiefs 14-6. 
In the 1st quarter the Giants jumped out 
in front 7-0 when Jason Campbell scored 
on a 25 yd TD run ,the xp was scored by 
Peter Defabbia. The Giants made it 14-0 
before the half ended when Peter De-
fabbia scored on a 6 yd run, the xp was 

scored by Jason Campbell. The 3rd quar-
ter was scoreless and in the 4th quarter 
the Chiefs began their comeback. Cae-
sar Roman scored on a 79 yd TD run 
and the xp was no good. The Chiefs al-
most scored again but their comeback 
fell just short. The Giants had excellent 
blocking from Mark Serratore, Ryan 
Regova, Rich Salonia , Anad Dao and 
Soloman Smith. The Giants D was led 
by a Peter Defabbia fumble recovery on 
a kickoff that led to the 2nd TD. Joseph 
Calle and Peter Defabbia had 6 tackles 
each. Jayden Hernandez, Hunter Bur-
gos, Daniel Ovaitte, Jayden Villa and 
Andre Segovia all played great. The 
Chiefs O was led by Caesar Roman 
who had 133 yds rushing and 1 TD. The 
Chiefs D was led by Jacob Ortega who 
had 4 tackles and 2 fumble recoveries, 
Aaron Thomas who had 4 tackles and by 
Donovan Beauvoir who also had 4 tack-
les. Congrats to both teams who played 
well enough to win. We appreciate the 
jobs done by Giants Coach Robert De-
fabbia and Chiefs Coach Anthony Piri 
as well as their assistant coaches and 
fans. Special thanks to Bruce Ellison 
who every week emailed me a detailed 
report for both teams that played.

In our last game of the season the 
Ralph Giordano’s Funeral Home Saints 
defeated the Schuyler Hill Funeral 
Home Javelins 28-27 in an ESPN Instant 
Classic. This game was a see-saw battle 

all day with each team regaining the 
lead numerous times. The Saints trail-
ing 27-22 with 2 minutes to go started 
their Instant Classic comeback.  A long 
run by  Noah Moreno  brought the ball 
down to the Javelins 5 yd line and on the 
next play Jamar Simmons scored the 
Championship winning TD. The Jave-
lins were led by Sal Maida’s 3 Td’s and 
2 xp’s. Odalis Perez scored the other TD 
for the Javelins and Aston Evans scored 
the xp.The Javelin’s D was led by inter-
ceptions by Ryan Kucera and Gabriel 
Ciman. The Saints highlights were qb 
Carlo Volpe’s pass to Michael Benzinger 
for a key 1st down. Jamar Simmons 30 
yd run. Noah Moreno had Td’s of 5 yds 
and 25 yds.Jamar  Simmons had a 10 yd 
TD run as well as his game winning TD 
run . Novell Jordan kicked 2 all impor-
tant  xp’s. The Saints D had  a clutch on-
side kick off recovery with 50 seconds 
remaining in the game which kept the 
Javelins offense off the fi eld to seal their 
victory. This game was an exciting way 
to end our season with both teams leav-
ing it all on the fi eld. Congrats to  Saints 
Coach  Carlo Volpe and Javelins Coach 
Mike Monserrate and to all the coaches 
and  fans for displaying outstanding 
sportsmanship. Also thanks to all our 
referees who were also outstanding. 
Next week will be our All-Star games 
for the Junior Pee Wee and Pee Wee Di-
visions.

Warriors Football championship highlights
Handshakes between the Warriors Giants and Chiefs. The winner was the Giants.

The handshake between the Warriors Saints and the Javelins. The winner was the Saints.
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