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Covenant House to open 40-bed Zerega facility
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‘Sons’ save Primavera program
BY PATRICK ROCCHIO

A community program 
providing supplemental edu-
cation in a foreign language 
to community children for 
decades will continue for an-
other year. 

The Primavera Italian 
Language Program, run every 
fall at St. Benedict’s School, 
has long taught Italian lan-
guage and the culture of Italy 
through art, music and food to 
youngsters on Saturdays. 

The program, originally 
founded 40 years ago as the 
Aurora Program, was in dan-
ger of closing its doors for good 

after two funding sources the 
program relies upon weren’t 
available to provide grants 
this year, said Loretta Zaino, 
program coordinator and 
teacher. 

Congressman Joe Crow-
ley and Senator Jeff Klein, 
who in recent years normally 
provided the vast majority 
of funding for the program, 
which is considered a com-
munity staple, were unable to 
fund the program this year af-
ter primary loses, said Zaino.  

The program was saved af-
ter the intervention of the Sons 

of Italy’s Uguaglianza North-
east Bronx Lodge #83, which 
donated $5,200, said club mem-
ber John Cerini, who helped 
bring Zaino and the lodge’s 
members together. 

In addition, several club 
members, including Cerini, 
donated their own personal 
funds to underwrite the pro-
gram in this transitional year, 
said Zaino. 

“It is a free program, and 
the kids who attend on Sat-
urdays really learn and get 
educational resources,” said 

In honor of Small Business Saturday, local elected offi cials, busi-
ness and community leaders and residents celebrated the grand 
opening of Roberto Clemente Plaza on Saturday, November 24. 
Borough President Ruben Diaz, Jr. (l) presented a proclamation to 
Michael Brady, Third Avenue Business Improvement District exec-
utive director. See story on page 24.                Photo by Kasey Rodriguez

BY ALEX MITCHELL
The Zerega community 

is anticipating the arrival of 
Covenant House, a well-known 
program that concentrates on 
runaway youth, at 1550 St. Pe-
ters Avenue. 

Anticipated to open in mid-
February, the three fl oor, re-
cently rehabilitated building 
will become the temporary 
home to 30 boys and 10 girls 
from the ages 16 to 21, most of 
whom come from the Bronx, 
and have lived in a Covenant 
House’s 120-bed homeless shel-
ter, according to spokesperson 
representing the sponsor.  

Twenty will be housed on 
the third fl oor with the bal-
ance evenly divided between 

the fi rst and second fl oors, sit-
uated at no more than thrre to 
a room. Additional services 
will be provided on fl oors 1 
and 2.

While news of the tran-
sistional homeless shelter is 
not creating a tremendous 
uproar from its host commu-
nity, members of Community 
Board 10 have expressed con-
cerns about the lack of trans-
parency shown by Covenant 
House. 

“Neither the board or 
Councilman Mark Gjonaj’s 
offi ce had been notifi ed of the 
plan,” said CB10 district man-
ager Matt Cruz. 

This facility will be the 
fi rst homeless youth shelter 

within CB10’s confi nes, ac-
cording to Cruz. 

“We’re treading waters 
we’ve never been in before,” 
he said. 

Cruz explained the siting 
of the facility is ‘as of right,’ 
and does not require a public 
hearing or the board’s input. 
The program is funded with 
city and federal money.

“With that said, we do have 
respectful reservations be-
cause Covenant House hasn’t 
reached out much to the board 
and we will likely hold a hear-
ing on this anyway because of 
it’s importance to the commu-
nity,” Cruz added. 

Some of the reservations 
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Visit Our NEW Web-Site: www.reliablebronxdentist.com
Go To Our Blog To See Our Weekly Specials! 

Vist Our New Web-ite: www.reliablebronxdentist.com
For More Information Visit Us At 
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LET US CATER YOUR NEXT...

ROASTED
TURKEYS

12-16 Lbs.
18-22 Lbs.
24-28 Lbs.
30-36 Lbs.

SIDES
Stuffi ng w/Sausage
Roasted Potatoes
Sweet Potatoes w/Marshmallows
String Bean Almadine
Fresh Cranberry Sauce
Turkey Gravy

WE ALSO HAVE
Sliced Pork w/Gravy
Sliced Roast Beef w/Gravy
Lasagna & Eggplant Parm

PLUS A FULL LINE OF PIES
PLACE YOUR ORDER EARLY

Pork Roast
Roast Beef
Homemade 
Sausage

Braciola
Steaks
Burgers
Chops

Every Thursday is Thanksgiving At Barino’s. Come See Our Selection And Pick Up Your Holiday Menu.

718.828.9200

RAVIOLIS
Sausage & Broccoli Rabe Ravioli
Portabello Mushroom ravioli
Shrimp, Scallop & Lobster Ravioli
Roasted Pepper & Fresh Mozzarella Ravioli
Sundried Tomato & Smoked Mozzarella Ravioli

Try Our Specialty

Pumpkin Pasta Ravioli
Cheese Ravioli
Meat Ravioli
Spinach Ravioli
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Organization: 
The Morris Park District Management Association aka Business Improvement District (BID) was 
recently incorporated by NYS in April 2018 as the 10th Business Improvement District in the Bronx and 
75th Business Improvement District throughout New York City.
The Morris Park Business Improvement District or BID is a viable commercial district which includes 
commercial storefronts west to east along Morris Park Avenue starting at Unionport Rd/Amethyst St 
running congruently to Williamsbridge Road. This bustling retail corridor is home to over 180+ com-
mercial properties comprising mostly small businesses. Commercial Property Owners and respective 
Tenant businesses pay a cumulative assessment annually to fund operations and to provide services 
managed by the BID and its Board of Directors. 

Job Description: 
The Morris Park Business Improvement District (BID) is seeking an Executive Director, responsible for 
the administration, financial management, and day -to-day activities of the BID and reporting to the 
BID’s Board of Directors. 
The position will begin no later than [January 11, 2019]. 
The primary responsibilities of the Executive Director are as follows:  

Administrative: 

and approved budget, including payments to vendors, coordinating with outside auditors to conduct the 
annual financial audit, and prepare all necessary regulatory filings, in conjunction with the bookkeeper. 

holiday lighting, and marketing and events. 
-

sion of grant reports, and payment requests. 

agencies, NYC BID Association, community partners, and the press/media. 

reporting, and compliance needs are submitted in a timely manner. 

Programmatic: 
District Maintenance and Sanitation: 

district 

Marketing and Special Events: 

-
gram, Twitter; create e-newsletters; maintain and generate original content for BID’s website. 

the BID. 

Business Support: 

limited to): Departments of Buildings, Health, Sanitation, and Consumer Affairs. 

Qualifications and Experience: 
The successful candidate for this position will have at least three (3) years’ experience working in one 

initiatives, constituent services, or directing small business outreach and assistance programs.  A 
Bachelor’s degree is preferred. 

Preferred Qualifications: 

-
municate with a wide variety of stakeholders 

volunteers 

from annual reports, press releases, newsletter content, social media updates, and general communi-
cations to stakeholders 

-
ment, and community stakeholder engagement. 
 
The deadline to apply for this position is December 10, 2018. To apply, please send an email with 

No phone calls, please. Only qualified and considered applicants will be contacted for this position.

Executive Director,
Morris Park Business Improvement District (BID) 

HELP WANTED

Councilman Torres and children at P.S. 23 celebrate with a ribbon cutting the opening of a 
new school playground for which the councilman was able to fund. Photo by Edward Watkins

BY PATRICK ROCCHIO
A long-awaited improvement to a 

playground at a mid-Bronx school is 
fi nally completed. 

School officials and a first grade 
class at P.S. 23 in Bathgate cele-
brated the culmination of the  long-
awaited $475,000 playground with a 
ribbon cutting on Wednesday, No-
vember 14. 

All the play equipment in the 
school’s recreation area is now hand-
icapped accessible and ADA-compli-
ant, with activity boards that help 
meet requirements in gross motor 
skills for the school’s universal pre-
k classes, and features surfaces made 
of plastic and other materials instead 
of wood and metal, said Shirley Tor-
res, P.S. 23 principal. 

“It was time (for a new play-
ground), said the principal. “Every 
school needs a functional playground 
for recess and for pre-k require-
ments.” 

“This is a compliance issue be-
cause the school curriculum includes 
gym, and children need to be other-
wise physically active,” she added. 

Principal Torres said that the P.S. 
23 Parents Association mounted an 
aggressive lobbying campaign to get 
the project included in Councilman 
Ritchie Torres’ Participatory Bud-
geting Program, where his constitu-
ents vote on projects they would like 
to see funded each year. 

The councilman made the fund-
ing announcement at the fi fth grade’s 
graduation in 2016, said the princi-
pal. 

Councilman Torres was ulti-
mately able to allocate the nearly 
half a million dollars for the con-
struction, which the principal said 
began in July 2017 after about a year 
in which the school was able to con-
sult with the School Construction 
Authority about the design.                       

P.S. 23 celebrates $475,000 
playground funded by Torres

“The students at P.S. 23 were able 
to persuade hundreds of residents of 
Council District 15 to vote in the par-
ticipatory budget process to upgrade 
the school playground,” said Council-
man Torres. “Their advocacy made 
this a reality.”

The playground received 1,200 
votes out of 3,000 in one of the coun-
cilman’s participatory budgeting 
votes, according to the councilman’s 
offi ce. 

The old playground replaced haz-
ardous conditions and outdated 
swing sets, and with the new one fea-
turing updated ground mats, play-
sets and paintings, stated a council-
man spokesman in an e-mail. 

The principal said that the city 
offi cial’s support was instrumental 
in making a goal of the community 
come through. 

“It was something that the school 
on its own couldn’t do on our own, 
not with our budget in this day and 
age,” said the principal.  

The equipment in the new school 
playground is a vast improvement, 
which had play equipment from when 
the building opened 26 years ago that 
was causing such a safety hazard it 
was eventually placed off limits, said 
principal Torres. 

Wooden landings on the original 
play equipment had began to warp 
and splitter, while metal parts of the 
equipment would get unbearingly 
hot in the sun, she said. 

Feedback from teachers has been 
extremely positive, and the ramps 
which were installed as part of the 
project should help students who use 
wheelchairs and walkers access the 
recreation area. 

Additionally, the SCA installed 
screening around the playground to 
limit the facility’s impact on the pri-
vate residences bordering the school-
yard, said P.S. 23’s principal. 
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Bronx residents observe the mobile wetland.  Courtesy of Amanda Schachter

A map of the potential new fl ow-
route of Tibbetts Brook 
 Courtesy of Amanda Schachter

BY ALEX MITCHELL
Bronxites would love to 

see the long awaited ‘day 
lighting’ green space con-
version of Tibbetts Brook for 
more reasons than just a bike 
trail. 

The environmental proj-
ect is expected to reduce 
fl ooding along the borough’s 
northwestern corridor in ad-
dition to offering a plethora 
of ecological benefi ts for Van 
Courtlandt Park.

In an effort to showcase the 
positives from the day light-
ing project, the Friends of 
Van Courtlandt Park teamed 
up with environmental archi-
tects Amanda Schachter and 

‘Mobile wetland’ showcases Tibetts Brook greenway benefi ts
Alexander Levi to create a 
miniature, ‘mobile wetland’ 
that traveled around the area 
to demonstrate what natural 
benefi ts could be in the offer-
ing. 

Titled ‘Finding Tibbetts 
2.0’, the mobile wetland was 
built atop an 8-foot-by-16-
foot trailer bed holding live 
marshland grasses grow-
ing up through fl oating geo-
textile pads, extending into 
a river-bed reservoir with 
clear sides to reveal the un-
derwater roots. 

Across the front trailer 
edge fl ew a miniature por-
tion of the Major Deegan Ex-
pressway; a slick, shiny ele-
vated black surface of dashed 
lane lines, barriers, and 
light poles, with bright drain 
spouts shedding runoff  onto  
the  marsh  below.

The scientifi c expose was 
connected via a series of 
looped, water-fi lled clear vi-
nyl tubes that could handle 
a bumpy commute between 
Bronx neighborhoods.

In addition to its ‘selfi e 
box’ that allowed visitors to 
get their hands and feet wet 
while wading in the pseudo-
marshland, it also provided 

a rich amount of environ-
mental insight to the hopeful 
green way to be.

The micro-ecosystem on 
wheels ventured around the 
Bronx from summer to late 
fall making stops in Van 
Courtlandt, Kingsbridge, and 
Manhattan’s Marble Hill.  

Marble Hill was built on 
swampland and is subject to 
major fl ooding along Broad-
way according to ecologist, 
John Butler who is working 
with the Friends of VCP on 
the project.

“If the greenway is cre-
ated, then fl ooding on Broad-
way would likely see a major 
reduction,” Butler said stand-
ing next to Broadway and W. 
242nd Street.

Schachter then explained 
how the Westchester sourced 
waterway has been fl owing 
beneath Broadway in an en-
closed sewer channel since 
1912, eventually dumping out 
near Wards Island. 

“Now it could fl ow freely 
and above ground from Van 
Cortlandt Lake to the Harlem 
River along the Old Putnam 
Railroad right-of-way along-
side the Major Deegan Ex-
pressway,” Schachter said. 

Essentially, in addition to 
opening up the desired green 
space, the day lighting proj-
ect would also create a short-
cut for the waterway to openly 
fl ow into the Harlem River 
above ground, alleviating pol-
lution and fl ooding according 
to both Schachter and Butler.

The Putnam Right-of-Way, 
named for the old rail line 
that this strip of land once 
served, is a low-line parcel of 
land that Tibbets Brook runs 
through. 

The property that would be 
effected is privately owned by 
CSX Transportation, a rail-
road freight logistics com-
pany that has not used the 

land since the 1980s.
It has also been a target of 

acquisition from many New 
York offi cials, all the way up 
to U.S. Senator Schumer.

According to the Schumer, 
CSX was given a very gener-
ous offer from the city to pur-
chase the land for the desired 
green way.

In efforts to get the ball 
rolling, he held a press con-
ference on the West 233rd 
Street overpass of the Ma-
jor Deegan Expressway on 
Thursday, October 18 where 
many Bronx offi cials includ-
ing Borough Presidnt Ruben 
Diaz, Jr.spoke in support of 
the project.
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MEDICARE ADVANTAGE HEALTH PLAN SEMINARS
If you are Medicare and/or Medicare and Medicaid Eligible
Join us for formal presentations with our licensed Senior Benefits Advisors to learn more about choosing a Medicare Advantage Plan

TTY: 1-800-662-1220
events@agewellnewyork.com

1-844-544-8169
agewellnewyork.com/imagine
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BY PATRICK ROCCHIO
For those celebrating the 

Christmas holiday, there 
shouldn’t be any shortage of 
opportunities to experience 
yuletide cheer throughout the 
borough. 

Several heartwarming 
Holiday tree lightings are 
planned around the bor-
ough in the coming days and 
weeks, some of which include 
gift giveaways that are sure 
to bring smiles to the faces of 
children and adults. 

Among the Christmas-
themed events is a tree light-
ing and toy giveaway with 
‘Jolly Ole Saint Nick’ taking 
place at Derosa O’Boyle Tri-
angle at 6 p.m. on Sunday, De-
cember 2. 

The Throggs Neck Mer-
chants Association and As-
semblyman Michael Benedetto 
sponsor this particular event. 

The man in red will arrive 
in an Edgewater Park Vol-
unteer Fire Company truck 
where he will proceed to help 
dignitaries light the tree and 
then give out toys to children 
purchased by the merchants, 
said Benedetto.

“What more magical event 
in Throggs Neck could there be 
but a Christmas tree lighting 

Tree lightings scheduled around the boro
to keep everyone pumped up 
and excited,” said the assem-
blyman, adding this is his 14th 
year sponsoring the lighting. 

Benedetto said that he 
hopes for decent weather for 
the event, which is a festive 
community gathering, add-
ing that the almost decade old 
partnership with the TNMA 
has enlarged the event and 
taken it a whole other level. 

Bob Jaen, TNMA presi-
dent, said the organization ex-
pects to giveaway 800 to 1,000 
toys purchased with money 
it raises at events throughout 
the year, adding that a choir 
performance is expected. 

“We want to carry on this 
fi ne holiday tradition that 
gives back to the community,” 
said Jaen. 

Borough President Ru-
ben Diaz Jr. is sponsoring the 
borough’s annual Christmas 
Tree Lighting, complete with 
Christmas carols, Santa and 
Mrs. Claus and treats outside 
of the Bronx County Building 
at 851 Grand Concourse, at the 
corner of East 161st Street, on 
Thursday, December 6 at 5:30 
p.m. 

The Fordham Road Busi-
ness Improvement District is 
kicking off the holiday sea-

son in style with its 14th An-
nual ‘Sparkling in the Heart 
of Fordham’ event featuring 
holiday music, Santa Claus 
and gifts in Bryan Park at 
East Fordham and East Kings-
bridge roads. 

There will be a fi rst an-
nual tree lighting in front of 
the 42nd Precinct, located at 
830 Washington Avenue, on 
Wednesday, December 5 at 6 
p.m. 

It will feature Christmas 
caroling, guest speakers and 
hot cocoa and cookies. 

Pelham Bay will see its 
Christmas tree lighting in 
Keane Square Park at 1 p.m. 
on Saturday, December 1, said 
Irene Guanill, Pelham Bay 
Merchants Association presi-
dent. 

“’Come one and come all’ 
and make this your commu-
nity tree by bringing an orna-
ment to put on the tree,” said 
Guanill. 

Westchester Square Busi-
ness Improvement District’s 
Tree Lighting will take place 
on Friday, December 7. 

The tree lighting will be at 
5 p.m. in Owen Dolen Park. 

The Van Nest Neighborhood 
Alliance will hold its Christ-
mas Tree Lighting on Sunday, 

December 9 at 4:30 p.m.
This event takes place at 

the St. Dominic Convent Cross 

on Van Nest Avenue between 
Unionport Road and Victor 
Street. 

Tree lightings are planned around the borough that should be sure to 
brighten the Holiday season for all those who celebrate Christmas. 
 File photo
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Visit ArtistsAgainstOptimum.org and join the coalition 
to tell Optimum to carry OVATION TV now!

It’s time for Optimum to listen to their
community and carry OVATION TV.

 "We pay a lot of money for Optimum. We are asking you to please consider the     
Ovation Network for the value they bring to our communities” 
- NYC Councilmember Jumaane Williams (D-Brooklyn)

“Art is not about money. It’s about inspiring. Artists should have the opportunity 
to inspire as many people as possible. The fact that Optimum Cable doesn’t 
carry the arts network Ovation TV to some of the most diverse arts communities 
like the Bronx, Brooklyn and Long Island sends the wrong message"
-  Steve Cas, Illustrator, Brooklyn NY

 “I use my art form to help homeless children and Ovation lets me tell my story 
on their channel"  
- 8 year-old Miracle Robinson, Designer, Bronx NY

“Art is a form of healing I want to lift those people up when they're feeling 
down.  I need to know why Optimum is not playing this right in my hometown. 
I'm here to save others on a bigger scale, this is not about popularity. My voice 
needs to be heard, their paintings need to make you see bigger. So, what I'm 
saying is Optimum needs to open their eyes and see the bigger picture”
- Kim “Good Look” Seabrook, Poet, Bronx NY

“It is truly an injustice that the only ones who don’t have an opportunity to see 
these diverse and talented Bronx, Brooklyn and Long Island artists featured 
on Ovation TV, are the Optimum customers in these communities. Plus, they 
provide much needed support to our local art organizations in the Bronx and 
Brooklyn, and valuable educational resources to our New York City schools” 
- Bertha Lewis, President of the Black Institute

"I'm here to tell Optimum to get it right, and provide access to the arts to people 
from all communities and walks of life" 
- NYC Councilmember Donovan Richards (D-Queens)
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As a service to his constit-
uents, Assemblyman Michael 
Benedetto will be sponsoring 
an NYS DMV-Approved In-
surance Reduction Program 
on Saturday, January 5, 2019, 
from 9:30 a.m. to 4:30 p.m.  The 
course is held at Fort Schuyler 
House, 3077 Cross Bronx Ex-
pressway.

Registration for this class 
begins on Monday, December 
3. To reserve a seat, call Bene-

detto’s offi ce at (718) 892-2235.  
The cost is for this class is $28.  
Space is limited.

This 6-hour course will re-
fresh your driving knowledge 
with a review of time-tested 
safe driving tips.  Those who 
complete the course will re-
ceive a reduction of approxi-
mately 10 percent from the 
base rate of automobile and 
motorcycle liability premiums 
each year for three years.

Driver Safety Program

Perhaps you or some-
one you know has thought 
about earning an associates 
degree, but has not gotten 
around to enrolling or even 
making the time to investi-
gate options. Many people 
do not know that the NYU 

School of Professional 

Studies (NYUSPS) Divi-

sion of Applied Under-

graduate Studies offers a 
truly affordable option for 
earning an associates de-
gree. In order to encourage 
students to begin college 
studies or return to school, 
NYUSPS recently low-

ered the cost on its asso-

ciates degrees, which are 

now comparable in price 

to earning a degree at a 

local community college. 

Scholarships also are 

available for those who 

qualify. 
NYUSPS associates de-

grees are designed for stu-
dents who have earned a 
high school diploma at least 
one year ago (students en-
tering this program are 

typically 19 years or older, 
with many in their 20s, 30s, 
and 40s). These degrees 
serve as an introduction to 
a professional career or as 
the first major milestone 
in a student’s college edu-
cation. Upon graduation, 
the credits students earn 
are transferable to the Di-
vision’s bachelors degree 
programs, allowing them 
to seamlessly complete the 
next phase of their educa-
tion. The associates de-
grees are perfect for stu-
dents who decided to take 

a break after high school or 
who stopped out of college 
before earning at least 60 
transferable college cred-
its. While enrolling in col-
lege later in life can seem 
daunting, NYUSPS makes 
it easy. All new students 
are assigned an academic 
adviser who provides assis-
tance, support, and a sense 
of confidence in academic 
choices. Faculty advise-
ment and tutoring services 
also are available. 

The NYUSPS Division 
of Applied Undergraduate 

Studies offers four associ-
ates degrees: the AA in Lib-

eral Arts, the AAS in Busi-

ness, the AAS in Health 

Administration, and the 
AAS in Information Sys-

tems Management. Each 
of these degrees provides 
a solid liberal arts core—
the hallmark of the well-
rounded education that hir-
ing managers seek. From 
day one, the professionally 
oriented programs im-
merse students in industry 
focused content that read-
ies them for the job market 
or for additional studies at 
the baccalaureate level. 

Classes held during days 
and evenings, intensives, 
and online degrees and 
courses cater to students 
who are often balancing 
personal and professional 
responsibilities. NYUSPS 
associates degree students 
also benefit from career 
resources offered through 
their academic division, as 
well as from career devel-
opment/management ser-

vices provided through the 
NYU Wasserman Center 
for Career Development at 
the NYU School of Profes-
sional Studies. 

Learn More:  Attend a 
virtual information session 
on Thursday, December 6th 
or Walk-in Wednesdays on 
December 12th or 19th. To 

register, visit sps.nyu.edu/

appliedUG/events04.

This is truly an excep-
tional opportunity to earn 
an associates degree at a 
world-renowned institution 
of higher learning. The 
education, resources, and 
support these programs 
provide are second to none. 
You can do this and we can 
help you every step of the 
way!  

For more information, 
please visit sps.nyu.edu/
appliedUG/associates04 
or call 212-998-7100.

NYU School of Professional Studies Division of Applied Undergraduate Studies 
Affordable Associates Degrees Within Your Reach

E D U C A T I O N  P R O F I L E  –  A D V E R T I S E M E N T

The Bronx Times Reporter 
will publish your announce-
ments. Send announcements 
along with photo, to: Bronx 
Times Reporter, 3604 E. Trem-
ont Avenue, Bronx, New York 
10465 or e-mail Bronxtimes@
aol.com. Please include a phone 
number or a way to contact you 
in case of questions. 

Hello readers! Welcome 

to another edition of Around 
Town. 

New Author 

Makeda Armorer-Wade, 
who lives in Kingbridge, re-
cently published ‘Crohn’s In-
terrupted: Living Life Trium-
phantly.’ 

The book gives a real life 
account of her journey living 
with Chron’s Disease in order 
to educate and help those with 
this diagnosis.

Triathlon Participants 

Several students at Car-
dinal Hayes High School and 
Bronx Academy of Letters are 
taking part in a new program 
that encourages youths of 
color to compete in triathlons. 

The rigorous program, 
founded by the TriLatino Tri-
athlon Club, offers a learn-
ing and physical fi tness op-
portunity for young people in 
cycling, swimming and run-
ning, and trains them to take 
part in real triathlons, ex-
plained TriLatino’s Jerusha 

Ramos, who is the director of 
organization’s Youth Develop-
ment Program.Makeda Armorer-Wade

Cardinal Hayes students who are part of TriLatino Triathlon’s juniors pro-
gram: (l-r) Wilber Diaz Grullon, Michael Maturana, Steven Truong, Danso 
Kuzoe-Jones  and Christopher Feliciano. 
 Photo courtesy of Cardinal Hayes High School
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SERVING NEW YORKERS FOR OVER 30 YEARS

THE ONLY MEDICARE 
PLAN BACKED BY 
NYC HEALTH + HOSPITALS.

THE BENEFITS JUST KEEP COMING!
EXPANDED DENTAL AND VISION COVERAGE.

H0423_MKT19_2068_M Accepted 09092018

BY ALEX MITCHELL
Howie Karpin grew up a 

die-hard New York Yankees 
fan while attending P.S. 96 near 
his Pelham Parkway home. 

Little did that adolescent 
sports fanatic know that his ca-
reer would be spent in the Yan-
kee Stadium press box with a 
scorecard in hand. 

Wrapping up his 20th sea-
son as an offi cial scorer for Ma-
jor League Baseball, Karpin 
covers about 70 ball games per 
season, split between the Yan-
kees and another ‘major’ league 
team that plays in Queens. 

One of MLB’s offi cal scorers is a lifetme Bronx resident

Karpin working at Citi Field. Courtesy of Howie Karpin

Karipin saw nearly 1,500 
Yankees games as a youngster 
before covering a score of sea-
sons professionally. 

One would think that folks 
sitting behind scorers table 
aren’t subject to the brutal 
criticism that their on-fi eld col-
leagues in black, the umpires, 
receive. 

Guess again. 
“We have it worse than the 

umpires, at least when it comes 
to players giving an attitude,” 
Karpin said, mentioning how 
the MLB’s new appeal system 
more players are apt to chal-
lenge rulings that could hinder 
their own statistics. “Umpires 
can get you back in one way or 
another, us scorers are pretty 
much powerless,” he added. 

Overall, Karpin, who played 
baseball for Lehman College, 
has managed to stay on the 
right side of history as far as 
scoring plays goes. 

Except for one incident that 
got Karpin’s name in every 
daily newspaper in the city in 
August of 2006.

While the Yankees were in 
the middle of a 12-2 beat down 
from their East Coast Division 
rivals, the Baltimore Orioles, 
outfi elder Jay Gibbons hit a 

pop-up that both Alex Rodri-
guez and Derek Jeter settled 
under; catching only some loud 
boos from a fed up crowd that 
saw the ball drop harmlessly to 
the infi eld dirt. 

That botched pop-up seemed 
to be a simple E-5 error to A-Rod 
and that’s what Karpin scored 
the play originally. 

After reviewing the instant 
replay, Karpin noticed that 
Jeter bumped into Rodriguez, 
and changed the ruling from 
E-5 to an error on our beloved 
shortstop. 

“Jeter called me down to ex-
plain what happened and I told 
him that he got in the way,” 
Karpin said while joking about 
how scorers were allowed to 
use instant replay well before 
umpires had been given the 
same grace. “Later when we 
were all leaving the stadium, 
Jeter called me over again 
about the error, but I stood by 
it even though he seemed up-
set, but he took it out on the Red 
Sox the next game, so no harm 
done,” Karpin said casually. 

Since Karpin’s 10 game 
‘trial’ season in 1998, the game 
of baseball has changed dra-
matically. 

Including the role that sta-

tistics and other metrics play 
into scoring and management. 

Now that players and 
anagers can appeal errors and 
other rulings, Karpin has to 
defend his scoring against exit 
velocities along with other sa-
bermetrics. 

“I don’t care, if he should 
have caught it, he should have 
caught it,” Karpin defended 
his ‘old fashioned’ perspective, 
adding his view that teams re-
lying on statistics to manage 
and operate is becoming the 
bane of baseball. 

Now residing in Riverdale, 
Karpin’s biggest pet-peeve is 
that ‘statistically’ speaking, a 
runner on fi rst is more likely to 
score on a hit than if he were at 
second base.

Karpin, as a fan, feels that 
the Yankees have fallen vic-
tim to that stat-heavy manage-
ment style and it’s hindering 
the Bombers’ offense. He also 
opined that free agent lefty 
Bryce Harper could bring the 
team some much-needed bal-
ance and possibly World Series 
number 28.

Karpin’s seat in the Yankee Sta-
dium press box. 
 Courtesy of Howie Karpin
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Assemblyman Michael R. Benedetto 
offi cially kicks off the holiday season 
in Throggs Neck with a Christmas tree 
lighting ceremony on Sunday, Decem-
ber 2, at 5 p.m.  The ceremony will take 
place at DeRosa and O’Boyle Triangle at 
the intersection of Tremont Avenue and 
Dewey Avenue. 

The event will be highlighted by 
a visit from Santa, who will be trans-
ported from the North Pole to the cer-
emony. The Throggs Neck Merchants 
Association will join the assemblyman 
at the festivities and distribute toys to 
the fi rst 600 children

Also adding to the enjoyment of the 
festivities will be Sister Anne Kelly and 
the St.  Benedict Children’s Choir who 
will sing Christmas carols and lead 
spectators in a sing-a-long.

“This will be a delightful start to 
the holiday season, and I want to thank 
everyone who is working so hard to 
make it a success: Sister Anne and the 
St. Benedict’s Choir, the Throggs Neck 
Merchants Association, the NYC Parks 
Department and, of course, Santa Claus.  
The entire community is invited to at-
tend, and I look forward to seeing every-
one,” concluded Benedetto.

TN Christmas tree Lighting

C.O.D.
(718) 354-3834

www.CODOIL.com 
*Cannot combine with any other offers.

Lic. #74-1810078

PAY C.O.D. PRICES & SAVE!!*

*Mention code OIL3 when 
you place your order 

and receive 

Refer a new customer to 
us and take an additional 

on your next order 

¢ off
/ gallon3 / gallon3 ¢ off

Hope every one had 
a Happy Thanksgiv-
ing. The Bronx Kiwanis 
threw a great Thanksgiv-
ing luncheon the Sunday 
after the holiday. Thanks 
to all that participated 
and brought a toy for the 
Toys For Tots program, food was ex-
cellent and the crowd had a nice time. 
Guys around the post are trying to keep 
up with the never ending task of keep-
ing up with the leaves around the place, 
could always use a few more hands. 
First vice Bill Franklin is the man to 
see. 

The Sons and Boosters have been 
writing Christmas cards and all occa-
sion cards to send to the troops year 

round to let them know 
we appreciate their 
service. Good job. We 
will be having an Ugly 
Sweater & Sock Swap 
Christmas Party at the 
Post, Friday, December 
14 at 7 p.m., food is on 

the post, prize for the ugliest sweater. 
Membership cards are in and can 

be picked up anytime during oper-
ating hours, we are still asking that 
dues be paid up by December 1st. Post 
meetings are the fi rst Saturday of ev-
ery month, make the effort to be there. 
Wednesday, December 5 is the County 
meeting at Post 620, at 7:30 p.m.  We are 
stronger as one, let’s work together.     

God bless America.

40 Precinct
Sunday, November 18 at 6:45 a.m -- Cops 

received a report of a rape that occurred near St. 
Ann’s Avenue and East 135th Street. A 27-year-old 
woman encountered an unknown adult man who 
simulated a fi rearm and forced the victim into a 
building, where she was made to perform a sex 
act before being raped. The individual then fl ed the 
scene after taking $40 from the victim. The victim 
went to Lincoln Hospital where she was treated 
and released. The individual is a six-foot-tall black 
man with a medium build. He was last seen wear-
ing a black hooded sweatshirt, black sweat pants 
and white sneakers.

42 Precinct 
Tuesday, November 13 -- Cops responded to 

another of what appears to be a series of rubbish 
fires being set since August inside of 818 Home 
Street in the Davidson Houses. No injuries have 
been reported in connection with these fi res. An 
individual wanted for questioning is a Hispanic 
man in his late teens or early 20s. He was wearing 
a light brown hooded sweater, black jacket, black 
pants and eyeglasses. He was seen holding an 
umbrella and carrying a backpack. 

Tuesday, November 27 at 1:47 a.m. -- Police 
received a report of burglary inside of a residential 
building near Third Avenue and East 167th Street. 
A light-skinned man gained entry into the build-
ing’s basement after he broke a glass window on 
a door. Once inside the basement, the individual 
removed household goods and then fl ed. 

43 Precinct 
Tuesday, November 27 at 8:29 p.m. -- An 

assault was reported to cops at the intersection of 
Manor Avenue and East 173rd Street. A 15-year-
old female victim was walking with a group of 
friends when she was shot one time in her left 
hip. EMS took the young woman to Jacobi Hos-
pital where she was in stable condition immedi-
ately following the incident. Two individuals are 
sought. One is a black man between 18-years-old 

and 20-years-old who was last seen wearing dark 
colored pants, hooded sweatshirt and a multi-col-
ored jacket.

44 Precinct 
Saturday, November 24 at 7:42 p.m. -- Cops 

responded at a call concerning an assault at 760 
Grand Concourse. When they got to the scene, 
they found a 45-year-old woman lying unrespon-
sive with a gunshot to her face inside the apart-
ment.  

EMS responded and pronounced the victim de-
ceased at the scene. No arrests have been made 
and the investigation is ongoing. 

Police in the 43rd precinct are looking to in-
terview this individual in relation to a Tues-
day, November 27 incident.

Cops in the 42nd Precinct are looking to interview this individual in relation to a Tuesday, 
November 27 incident. Photos courtesy of the NYPD
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SPONSOR OF APOLLO THEATEROFFICIAL TOUR SPONSOR OF  BALLET HISPÁNICO

EDUARDO VILARO, ARTISTIC DIRECTOR & CEO

Get your tickets today
Tickets start at $10! 

BALLET HISPÁNICO SHOWS 
WHAT IT IS TO BE LATINO IN 

THE MODERN WORLD
FINANCIAL TIMES

Online
www.apollotheater.org/event/ballet-hispanico2018/ 

Apollo Box Office
212-531-5305

253 W Calle 125th, NYC
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LETTERS TO THE EDITOR
The mayor

must resign

The Bronx Times receives 
many statements from Bronx 
leaders over the course of a 
week which do not fall within 
the purview of this newspa-
per. This new feature will pro-
vide our readers a glimpse into 
matters beyond our usual cov-
erage.

Assemblyman Mi-

chael Blake sent the follow-
ing Thanksgiving message...
Thanksgiving is a time to re-
fl ect on the many blessings in 
our lives and to never forget 
those who serve us in uniform, 
while we all commit to serving 
the least of these.

Today, many of us will en-
joy eating great food, watching 
some TV, playing spades, Dom-
inoes or your game of choice 
and refl ecting on how truly 
fortunate we truly are in our 
lives. Each of us has our own 
list of things - and people - to be 
thankful for this day and every 
day.

We are, of course, grate-
ful for those who serve us; es-
pecially the men and women 
who defend our country over-
seas, police, fi refi ghters, and 
those who work in service in-
dustries. Many of you will eat 
Thanksgiving dinner away 
from your families as you con-
tinue to serve, and our hearts 
are with you today.

While many of us have 

much to be thankful for, there 
are some who are less fortu-
nate. This holiday season, it is 
my sincere hope that those of 
us who are able will take time 
to serve someone a meal, or 
donate food and toys to ensure 
neighbors have a hot meal, 
a place to stay, and a holiday 
worth remembering.

It is this sense of mutual 
responsibility – the idea that I 
am my Brother’s and my Sis-
ter’s keeper – that has always 
made our great city so special. 
Today, New Yorkers from all 
walks of life are coming to-
gether as one people, grateful 
for the blessings of family and 
community.

So today, I’m thankful for 
the chance to do my part as we 
make tomorrow better than to-
day #ForThePeople.

Happy Thanksgiving to all.
Assemblyman Carl 

Heastie sent the following com-
ment on the passing of Senator 
Jose Peralta...We are saddened 
by the sudden passing of Sena-
tor Jose Peralta. 

Jose, who began his legis-
lative career in the People’s 
House, was a strong voice for 
working families. He was de-
termined to strengthen New 
York’s public schools and gun 
safety measures, and fi ght for 
rights for immigrants. Even 
after losing his primary elec-

tion last September, his con-
stituents remained his top pri-
ority. Just days ago, Jose was 
coordinating a fl u shot clinic 
in his district and distributing 
turkeys for those in need this 
Thanksgiving.

He was a friend and a true 
public servant. On behalf of 
his New York State Assembly 
family, I offer our deepest con-
dolences to his family, friends 
and constituents.

Senator Gustavo Rivera’s 
statement on the Mexican bor-
der crisis...It is horrifying, but 
not surprising, that our gov-
ernment is using violence as 
its sole strategy to deter inno-
cent people from legally apply-
ing for asylum in our country, 
defying U.S. and international 
law. From U.S. Customs and 
Border Protection agents fi r-
ing tear gas on defenseless 
children and their parents, to 
detaining, caging, and indefi -
nitely separating young chil-
dren from their families, this 
country is violating the basic 
human rights of individuals 
escaping the inexplicable hor-
rors happening in their homes 
in Central America.

Our country is in the middle 
of a moral crisis that is testing 
the values and ideals that we 
as Americans have supposedly 
pursued for centuries. Anyone 
who defends these actions can-

not possibly claim to be moral, 
righteous or patriotic. 

In a time of so much dark-
ness, I am imploring you to 
remain outraged and active 
because our actions to protect 
humanity and decency have 
never been more critical or 
necessary.

In ways big and small and 
every single day: resist.

The following ‘ask’ was sent 
by Bartholomew F. Bland, 
executice director of the Leh-
man College Art Gallery...At 
this holiday season, I ask you 
to consider making a gift. And 
you’re probably wondering, 
“Why?” Here’s my answer.....
because your gift to Lehman 
College Art Gallery has the 
power to bring the arts to our 
community. Your gift says 
“Yes!” to the arts.

Your gift will help us pro-
vide a wealth of arts experi-
ences for people of all ages in a 
borough that has few cultural 
resources.  Please give today 
so that we can continue pro-
viding exciting contemporary 
art exhibitions, public pro-
gramming, and art education 
workshops for K-12 Bronx pub-
lic schoolchildren with over 
14,000 individual student visits 
this past year alone.  

All of us a Lehman College 
Art Gallery wish you a healthy 
and happy holiday season!

Dear editor,
It has become quite clear 

over the past few months that 
City Hall is failing our city.

It began with toxic lead in 

the blood of children. NYCHA, 
instead of working to fi x the 
lead paint problem, challenged 
the NYC Health Department’s 
fi ndings that our kids were 
subject to dangerous levels 
of toxins emanating from the 
walls of their homes. Yet the 
mayor claimed to know noth-
ing about it.

It continued with a disas-
trous general election. Polling 
sites such as P.S. 96 ran out of 
basic supplies and voters across 
the city waited on line for hours 
because the NYC Board of Elec-
tions didn’t supply enough vot-
ing machines or personnel to 
poll sites.

And then City Hall’s crimi-
nal incompetence became un-
deniable as not one salt plow 
was seen in the Allerton com-
munity. New York City De-
partment of Sanitation Com-
missioner Garcia and the 
government of New York City 
put its citizens’ lives in dan-
ger with a disastrous response 

Growing
food locally

Dear editor,
Thank you for your impor-

tant article ‘Not 62 Campaigns 
for a Healthy Bronx.’ Let’s 
move the Bronx from the bot-
tom - #62 - to #1!

Let’s provide free or low 
cost space to urban farming 
non-profi ts so residents have 
direct access to locally grown 
food. Selling locally produced 
veggie juices/smoothiesthat 
people can carry out - just like 
regularfast food - would make a 
huge difference.

Let’s educate people about 
how traditional fast food is pro-
duced: 

• the tremendous human 
health costs of high fat, sugary 
foods, and the use of antibiotics 
in factory farming;

• the brutality of factory 
farming methods, especially 
for chickens. 

• the costs to our environ-
ment, which mostly remain 
hidden because the production 
takes place out-of-state. 

The answer isn’t just pro-
viding access to health care. 
It’s providing healthy food at a 
reasonable cost, and educating 
consumers about their choices.

Victoria Matus

to fi ve inches of snow. Special 
needs kids freezing and starv-
ing on school buses. Seniors 
stuck in traffi c for ten hours. 
Montefi ore employees sleeping 
at their jobs. Enough’s enough.

Accountability starts at the 
top.

As a community advocate 
and resident of NYC for over 
30 years I call for the immedi-
ate resignation of Mayor Bill de 
Blasio.

The Bronx deserves ac-
countability. The greatest city 
in the world demands it. Re-
sign, Mr. Mayor.

Raph Schweizer

Letters to the editor are wel-
come from all readers. They 
should be addressed care of 
this newspaper to Laura Guer-
riero, Publisher, the Bronx 
Times Reporter, 3604 E. Trem-
ont Ave., Bronx, NY 10465, or 
e-mail to bronxtimes@cnglo-
cal.com. All letters, including 
those submitted via e-mail, 
MUST be signed and with a 
verifi able address and tele-
phone number included. Note 
that the  address and tele-
phone number  will NOT be 
published and the name will 
be published or withheld upon 
request. No unsigned letters 
can be accepted for publica-
tion. The editor reserves the 
right to edit all submissions. 

LETTERS
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THANK YOU TO ALL OUR VETERANS
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Elmhurst Senior Center

7501 Broadway #3
Queens 

Thursday, December 6
11:00AM to 12:00PM

Queens Community Offi ce

92-14 Roosevelt Avenue
Queens

Saturday,December 1
2:00PM to 4:00PM

NYC Health + Hospitals | Kings County

451 Clarkson Avenue
Brooklyn

T Building: 2nd Floor Auditorium
Friday, November 30
10:00AM to 12:00PM

OCTOBER 15 – DECEMBER 7 IS YOUR CHANCE TO ENROLL IN OR SWITCH 
YOUR MEDICARE PLAN FOR 2019. DON’T MISS OUT!

COME TO A FREE MEDICARE SEMINAR NEAR YOU!

MetroPlus Health Plan is a HMO plan with a Medicare contract. Enrollment in MetroPlus Health Plan depends on contract renewal. 
MetroPlus es un HMO con un contrato de Medicare. La inscripción en MetroPlus Health Plan depende de la renovación del contrato. 
ATENCIÓN: si habla español, tiene a su disposición servicios gratuitos de asistencia lingüística. Llame al 1.866.986.0356 (TTY: 711) 

1.866.986.0356 (TTY: 711) H0423_MKT19_2062_M Accepted 08272018

SERVING NEW YORKERS FOR OVER 30 YEARS
LIGHT REFRESHMENTS SERVED (while supplies last)

For additional locations near you, call: 1.866.986.0356 • TTY: 711
Hours of Operation:

24 hours a day, 7 days a week

METROPLUSMEDICARE.ORG

A pedestrian used Shore Road’s southbound lane to avoid a .7 mile detour through the woods, but risked being 
struck by traffi c on Friday, November 23. Photo by Tommy Breen

BY ROBERT WIRSING
Despite the unseasonably 

frigid weather, Shore Road’s 
traffi c study is progressing 
smoothly.

According to the NYC De-
partment of Design and Con-
struction, DDC and its con-
sultant, NV5, have made 
substantial progress in deter-
mining the cause of the road-
way sinking in certain areas.

Once the cause of the road-
way subsidence is determined, 
the next step will be to develop 
a design addressing the issue 
while not encroaching on the 
surrounding wetland areas.

The $1.48 million topo-
graphical and traffi c study of 
Shore Road began in August to 
solve the roadway’s hazardous 
conditions.

DDC contracted the 70-year-
old design fi rm NV5 to perform 
a Capital Project Scope Devel-
opment to address fl ooding and 
other road conditions on Shore 
Road from Pelham Bay Circle 
up to the Bronx County line.

A CPSD assesses fi eld con-
ditions and recommends what 
steps should be taken to ad-
dress them in a future capital 
project.

The CPSD is anticipated to 

Shore Road’s icy traffi c conditions making progress

take 15 months, with an antici-
pated completion by late 2019.

After a full day of fi lm-
ing hazardous conditions on 
Shore Road, City Island natives 
James and Tommy Breen wit-
nessed a two car accident in 
Shore Road’s slick northbound 
lane near the Westchester bor-
der on Friday, November 23 
around 5:30 p.m.

No one was injured, how-
ever one of the cars, a Rolls-
Royce, was damaged.

“With this season’s cold 
weather it’s been terrible driv-

ing on Shore Road because 
much of the roadway’s ground 
water freezes,” said James 
Breen.

Since 2016, the documentar-
ians have been pressuring the 
city to repair the long winding 
Pelham Bay Park roadway.

The road travels past Bar-
tow-Pell Museum Mansion and 
Pelham Bay/Split Rock Golf 
Course as it winds north into 
Westchester County.

The Breens have recorded 
running water and icy road con-
ditions at the roadway north of 

the Bartow Pell’s entrance and 
the northernmost curve just 
south of the city line.

Their videos show motorists 
driving southbound on Shore 
Road veer into the northbound 
lane to avoid standing water, 
slush and ice accumulating in 
their lane.

The Breens have observed a 
quarter mile of black ice at the 
northernmost curve.

On the same evening of the 
accident, the Breens brought 
the issue to Councilman Mark 
Gjonaj’s attention.

Within a few hours, Gjonaj 
had NYC Sanitation trucks 
salting the roadway.

The Breens observed MFS 
engineers and surveyors study-
ing and working on Shore Road 
since September.

As a temporary measure, 
the Breens suggest the city 
place signage warning of icy 
conditions at Shore Road’s two 
problematic locations.

Many cyclists, runners 
and walkers utilize the south-
bound lane to avoid a .7 mile 
detour through the woods, but 
risk being struck by oncoming 
traffi c.

The Breens and Gjonaj sug-
gest extending the pedestrian 
path a quarter-mile along Shore 
Road to connect the existing 
sidewalk at the Westchester 
border.

Matt Cruz, Community 
Board 10 district manager, con-
fi rmed DDC, NYC Department 
of Transportation and NYC 
Parks will attend a meeting 
tentatively scheduled for Janu-
ary inside CB 10’s offi ce at 3165 
E. Tremont Avenue.

The agencies will update the 
public on the project’s progress 
and discuss situations to allevi-
ate fl ooding.
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O’CONNOR’S
C A R P E T  C E N T E R

3446 East Tremont Ave. Bronx, NY 10465
(718) 409-2020

www.oconnorscarpets.com
Store Hours: Mon-Thurs. 9am–6pm

                      Fri. & Sat. 9am–5pm

O’CONNOR’S
C A R P E T  C E N T E R

SHOWROOM CLOSING

WE ARE CONSOLIDATING AND
ALL INVENTORY MUST GO!

WE ARE NOT GOING OUT OF BUSINESS

NOT TO BE COMBINED WITH OTHER OFFERS

CLEARANCE SALE

CARPET    |     LAMINATE    |     VINYL    |     WINDOW TREATMENTS    |     AREA RUGS

50% OFF
ALL INVENTORY
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EXPIRES 12/31/18

Ex. 12/31/18

Ex. 12/31/18

BY PATRICK ROCCHIO
A city agency is studying how best 

to protect wetlands around an east 
Bronx body of water.

The NYC Parks Department held 
a public a listening session on Thurs-
day, November 8 to gather community 
input regarding natural shoreline res-
toration at Hammond Cove.

The Parks Department’s Natural 
Resource Group received a $50,000 
grant from the National Fish and Wild-
life Foundation/Long Island Sound 
Futures Fund to produce designs and 
drawings aimed at protecting and im-
proving the condition of marsh and 
wetlands on Parks’ land around the 
small inlet. 

Once designs are developed, there 
will be a another meeting with the com-
munity in February or March, where 
the plans will be presented, stated a 
Parks Department spokeswoman. 

While the work funded by the grant 
to develop a plan and fi le permits is ex-
pected to be completed by May 2019, no 
funding has yet been allocated for the 
plan’s implementation, according to 
Parks. 

Nevertheless, attendees generally 
said they believed that the agency was 
forthright about soliciting community 
input and having a discussion about 
protected wetlands areas around Ham-
mond Cove. 

Justin Dambinskas, the conces-
sionaire operating  Hammond Cove 
Marina on Parks’ land, said that the 
agency was looking at two areas on 
the east and west sides of the cove spe-
cifi cally to take action, including near 
Longstreet Avenue. 

“The Parks Department group 
that came to the meeting was helpful, 
informative, and they were asking 
questions rather than dictating,” said 
Dambinskas. “They were a very posi-
tive group.” 

The Parks Department wants to de-

velop ways to improve the water body’s 
quality, remove invasive weed species 
like Phragmites, and reduce water ero-
sion especially near wetlands on the 
west side of the cove. 

Dambinskas said he suggested, that 
in addition to protecting the wetlands, 
that Parks could consider using berms 
– small hills covered with plants and 
grass – to divert runoff into the cove 
and direct fl ooding away from it.

Another meeting attendee, Pat 
Devine of the Locust Point Yacht Club, 
suggested using elevated embank-
ments to prevent fl ooding in the cove. 

Environmental activist Dotti 
Poggi, leader of the Bronx Council for 
Environmental Quality’s East Bronx 
Coastal Working Group, said the wet-
lands restoration grant was intended 
to encourage renewed wildlife diver-
sity: allowing small animal life to fl o-
rish in the wetlands,  providing a food 
source for the area’s birds and fi sh. 

Enhancing and protecting the wet-
lands will also act as a natural impedi-
ment to slow down surging stormwa-
ters, she said. 

“(Wetlands) kind of act like a 
sponge,” Poggi said, adding “Wetlands 
restoration helps to slow down fl ood-
ing.” 

Poggi said that she believes that the 
scheduled dredging of the cove, funded 
by outgoing Senator Jeff Klein and ex-
pected to start soon, might provide an 
opportunity to re-use the dredged ma-
terial to reinforce the shoreline. 

Councilman Mark Gjonaj, who at-
tended the meet and greet, said that he 
believes that the wetland restoration 
will create a natural barrier to prevent 
further storm damage. 

Gjonaj also said that he believes a 
study should be undertaken to encom-
pass the 13th Council District’s entire 
shoreline – Throggs Neck, Country 
Club, City Island, Spencer Estate and 
Pelham Bay Park. 

A $50,000 grant will come up with a design to protect and fortify wetlands at Hammond 
Cove. Schneps Community News Group / Patrick Rocchio

Hammond Cove shoreline 
restoration design grant
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OUR GIFT TO YOU
 YOUR  

LENSES TO THE  
NEXT TIER* 

Complimentary
Gift Baskets Available

Flex Dollars & HSA Welcome. Offers Cannot Be Combined. Brand And Other Restrictions Apply, Please See An Associate For Complete Details. Expires 12/31/18.

800.230.EYES METROOPTICS.COM
THROGGS NECK  R WESTCHESTER SQ R HUNTS POINT R PARKCHESTER

Made Easy
Holiday Shopping

With Gifts of Better Vision
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For three decades, we’ve represented the interests of thou-
sands of your New York and New Jersey neighbors, 
injured by occupational exposure to asbestos, defective
medicines or medical devices, general negligence or envi-
ronmental pollution. We would be honored to discuss your
potential case with you – in the strictest of confidence. Our
over 100 attorneys and 400 support professionals stand
ready to go to the end zone for you in your hour of need.

For a complimentary consultation please call us at 
844-500-HELP (4357), or email us at info@weitzlux.com.

Attorney Adver tising. Prior results do not guarantee a future outcome. If no recover y,
no fees or costs are charged. No aspect of this adver tisement has been approved by

the Supreme Cour t of New Jersey.

WEITZ LUXENBERG
700 BROADWAY | NEW YORK, NY 10003

BRANCH OFFICES: CHERRY HILL, NJ  | LOS ANGELES, CA  | DETROIT, MI

844-500-HELP (4357)

WWW.WeitzLux.COM

PC

FOR WEITZ & LUXENBERG,
REPRESENTING OUR      
INJURED CLIENTS

IS A FULL CONTACT SPORT

ATTENTION ASBESTOS INJURY VICTIMS
MESOTHELIOMA – LUNG CANCER
Learn how Weitz & Luxenberg can help you

achieve the justice you deserve.

ASBESTOS INJURIES/MESOTHELIOMA | DEFECTIVE DRUGS & MEDICAL DEVICES

ENVIRONMENTAL POLLUTION | CONSUMER FRAUD

GENERAL NEGLIGENCE/PERSONAL INJURY | MEDICAL MALPRACTICE

718.472.1999  |  www.hospice.nyc

Providing comprehensive end-of-life care in the home,
nursing home, and in-patient setting throughout the Bronx,

Brooklyn, Manhattan, Queens and Nassau County.

For referrals or information, call or click:

EMPLOYMENT OPPORTUNITIES

2 BILINGUAL COMMUNITY
HOSPICE NURSES (RN)

Bilingual English/Spanish full-time nurse to provide Hospice Home
Care in the Bronx or Queens. New graduates considered for mentorship

program. Reliable automobile & valid driver’s license are required.

Competitive compensation and benefits package,
including language differential.

Hospice of New York is an Equal Opportunity Employer. 

FORWARD RESUME TO: JUDITH GAYLE, HR Generalist
judith.gayle@hospice.nyc

Fax: 718.784.1413 / Phone: 718.472.1999
or visit: www.hospice.nyc

2 HOSPICE WEEKEND
ADMISSION TEAM NURSES

RN’s to assess, admit and educate patients and families electing Hospice
care at home and in facilities.  1 RN for Bronx & Brooklyn; 1 RN for Nassau

& Queens; Reliable automobile & valid driver’s license are required.

HOSPICE IN-PATIENT NURSE (RN)
Bilingual English/Spanish full-time nurse to provide Hospice In-Patient

Care in the Bronx; 2+ years hospice/palliative care experience.
Reliable automobile & valid driver’s license are required.

BILINGUAL COMMUNITY HOSPICE LPN
Bilingual English/Spanish full-time Licensed Practical Nurse to

provide Hospice Home Care in the Bronx, or for Continuous Care
all boroughs. New graduates considered for mentorship program.

Reliable automobile & valid driver’s license are required.

BILINGUAL HOSPICE HOME HEALTH AIDE
Bilingual English/Spanish full-time home health aide to

provide Hospice Home Care in the Bronx. Assist patients
with activities of daily living and light housekeeping.

BILINGUAL HOSPICE MEDICAL
SOCIAL WORKER (LCSW/LMSW)

Bilingual English/Spanish full-time social worker to provide Hospice Home
Care in the Bronx. Reliable automobile & valid driver’s license are required.
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Staff members of Schneps 

Community News Group 

work hard each year to 

help many Kings County 

do-good groups in their ef-

forts to assist Brooklynites 

in need. Embedded in our 

company is the strong be-

lief that giving back to the 

community will in turn 

promote residents to make 

similar “acts of kindness” 

all year long. This year, 

SCNG donated thousands 

of dollars collected at fund-

raising events to organi-

zations including local 

libraries, arts-advocacy 

programs, and social-ser-

vice providers that work 

with the disabled. Read on 

to learn more about some 

of the do-good groups that 

SCNG helped raise funds 

for in 2018:

Adelphi Academy of 
Brooklyn

Adelphi Academy of Brooklyn 

helps college-bound students with 

special needs through its Project 

Succeed initiative, a college-prep 

program that helps pupils with 

nontraditional learning styles 

learn how to navigate college and 

the personal changes and chal-

lenges it brings.

Leaders of the Bay Ridge–based 

group work to help its students de-

velop self-confidence, assertive-

ness, and organizational skills. 

They encourage students to fur-

ther develop their strengths, and 

challenge them to identify and im-

prove their weaknesses, with the 

goal of giving pupils the pluck they 

need to advocate for themselves as 

they pursue higher education.

Guild for Exceptional 
Children

The Bay Ridge–based Guild 

provides assistance to children, 

adults, and seniors with develop-

mental and intellectual disabili-

ties. Its programs focus on self-

advocacy and teaching important 

life skills. 

Parents and friends of people 

with disabilities founded the or-

ganization in 1958, and opened its 

first group home in New York City 

roughly a decade later in 1970. 

Today, the Guild’s leaders serve 

nearly 1,000 people daily, provid-

ing such services as  residential 

care and educational programs. 

But its mission remains the same: 

to help children and adults liv-

ing with developmental disabili-

ties lead dignified and satisfying 

lives, and reach their fullest po-

tential.

HeartShare Human 
Services

HeartShare Human Services 

of New York offers local children 

and adults with intellectual and 

developmental disabilities pro-

grams that help them with edu-

cation, vocational training, em-

ployment, residential care, case 

management, healthcare, and 

more. Its mission since opening 

in 1914 is to provide clients with 

skills to become more indepen-

dent, allowing them to shape their 

own futures.

Today, the group offers more 

than 100 programs in Brooklyn 

and the outer boroughs, which 

serve more than 35,000 annually.

Juvenile Diabetes 
Foundation

The Juvenile Diabetes Research 

Foundation describes itself as the 

leading global group in funding 

research for Type-1 diabetes. Its 

vision and goal is to eradicate the 

disease worldwide. Type-1 diabe-

tes is an autoimmune disease that 

both children and adults with any 

type of diet or lifestyle can con-

tract. As a result, millions around 

the world have the disease, and 

JDRF is committed to bettering 

the lives of those people and their 

families.

The foundation, whose New 

York City chapter services Brook-

lyn and the other boroughs, was 

formed roughly 50 years ago by 

parents of children with Type-1 di-

abetes, who hoped to find a cure. 

Today, it funds ground-breaking 

research and diabetes advocacy 

across the country, helping to un-

cover new knowledge about pre-

vention and treatment.

Kids Against Cancer
New York State court clerk Mi-

chael Grillo founded this group in 

1983 after contracting the deadly 

illness himself, and meeting many 

children battling cancer during 

his treatments. Ever since, the 

group has hosted an annual Christ-

mas toy-drive for youngsters fight-

ing the disease. 

The organization’s long-term 

goal is to build a facility specifi-

cally catered to tots seeking treat-

ment just across the Verrazzano-

Narrows Bridge, at Staten Island 

University Hospital Northwell 

Health. The proposed Kids Against 

Cancer Pediatric Oncology Cen-

ter’s rooms would be cheerful, up-

lifting places a far cry from the 

sterile settings typical of many 

hospitals, which Grillo believes 

will go a long way toward lifting 

its patients’ spirits and keeping 

their minds healthy while their 

bodies recover.

Urban Neighborhood 
Services

Coney Island resident Mathylde 

Frontus — who voters recently 

elected to represent the neighbor-

hood as its Assemblywoman in 

Albany (see interview on page 3) 

— established this group in 2004 

to create positive change and ad-

dress social and quality-of-life is-

sues in the community. 

It moved into its first offices 

four years later, allowing it to ex-

pand its work in the neighborhood, 

and in 2016 the group merged with 

the Jewish Community Council of 

Greater Coney Island, becoming an 

arm of that larger do-good organi-

zation.

Services offered by Urban Neigh-

borhood Services include veterans 

outreach, advocacy for LGBTQ in-

dividuals, job- and housing-search 

assistance, anti-violence programs, 

counseling, and more.

A call to give back this season from SCNG

GIVING BACK: Schneps Community News Group President and Publisher Victoria Schneps-
Yunis donated funds to several Brooklyn and city do-good groups this year, including the 
Queens–based Women in Need Foundation.

 THE GIFT OF KINDNESS
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Your path to success starts at New York School of Career & Applied Studies (NYSCAS). 

Students like Steve choose from more than 45 associate’s and bachelor’s
degree programs at seven convenient locations throughout the metro area. 

Choose NYSCAS. A division of Touro College.

MONEY magazine says Touro’s NYSCAS is #1.  
So do our students.

1.212.463.0400 x55500 | NYSCAS.TOURO.EDU

Touro is an equal opportunity institution. For Touro’s complete Non-Discrimination Statement, visit www.touro.edu  *Touro College was named 
#1 in the Value-added all star category. MONEY is a registered trademark of Time Inc. and is used under license.  From MONEY Magazine, ©2017 

Time Inc.  Used under license.  MONEY and Time Inc. are not affiliated with, and do not endorse products or services of Touro College.

Steve O.

B.A. | NYSCAS ’18

Future Special Ed teacher

FAMILY COURT OF THE STATE OF NEW YORK
COUNTY OF THE BRONX
Docket No. NA-31238-9/17

In the Matter of
CAROLINA ZAPOTECAS, GABRIEL ZAPOTECAS

A Child(ren) Under Eighteen Years Alleged to be Neglected by
GLORIA VELIZ
MARCOS BARRERA
Respondent(s)
NOTICE: PLACEMENT OF YOUR CHILD IN FOSTER CARE MAY RESULT IN THE LOSS OF 
YOUR RIGHTS TO YOUR CHILD. IF YOUR CHILD STAYS IN FOSTER CARE FOR 15 OF THE 
MOST RECENT 22 MONTHS, THE AGENCY MAY BE REQUIRED BY LAW TO FILE A 
PETITION TO TERMINATE YOUR PARENTAL RIGHTS AND TO COMMIT GUARDIANSHIP 
AND CUSTODY OF YOUR CHILD TO THE AGENCY FOR THE PURPOSES OF ADOPTION. IN 
SOME CASES, THE AGENCY MAY FILE BEGORE THE END OF THE 15-MONTH PERIOD. IF 
SEVERE OR REPEATED CHILD ABUSE IS PROVEN BY CLEAN AND CONVINCING 
EVIDENCE, THIS FINDING MAY CONSTITUTE THE BASIS TO TERMINATE YOUR 
PARENTAL RIGHTS AND TO COMMIT GUARDIANSHIP AND CUSTODY OF YOUR CHILD TO 
THE AGENCY FOR THE PURPOSES OF ADOPTION.

TO: MARCOS BARRERA

A petition under ARTICLE 10 of the FAMILY COURT ACT having been filed with this Court 
alleging that the above-named child(ren) is a neglected child(ren), a copy of said petition being
annexed hereto:
YOU ARE HEREBY SUMMONED to appear before this court 900 Sheridan Avenue, Bronx, New 
York 10451, Part 10, on December 3rd, 2018 at 11:00 o�clock in the forenoon of said day to 
answer the petition and to show cause why said child(ren) should not be adjudicated to be a 
neglected child(re) and why you should not be dealt with in accordance with the provisions of 
ARTICLE 10 of the FAMILY COURT ACT and why an order of support under Section 325 of the 
FAMILT COURT ACT should not be made if the final disposition is an order of placement.

On your failure to appear as herein directed, a warrant may be issued for your arrest.

FURTHER NOTICE: Family Court Act 154 (c) provides that petitions brought pursuant to Articles 
4, 5, 6, 8 and 10 of the Family Court Act, in which an order of protection is sought or in which a 
violation of an order of protection is alleged, may be served outside the State of New York upon a 
Respondent who is not a resident or domiciliary of the State of New York. If no other grounds for 
obtaining personal jurisdiction over the Respondent exist aside from the application of this 
provision, the exercise of personal jurisdiction over the respondent is limited to the issue of the 
request for, or alleged violation of the order of protection. Where the Respondent has been served 
with this summons and petition and does not appear, the Family Court may proceed to a hearing 
with respect to issuance or enforcement of the order of protection.

STEPHEN G. BYRNES
CLERK OF THE FAMILY COURT
Dated: September 20, 2018

BY PATRICK ROCCHIO
BronxNet is teaming up with edu-

cators to help the borough’s youth cre-
ate ‘countermarketing’ campaigns 
aimed at encouraging healthful eating 
and fi tness. 

The borough’s public access televi-
sion service made available a host of its 
team members in specialties including 
social media, copywriting, graphics 
design, on-air reporting and videog-
raphy to teachers in borough schools 
who are helping students design coun-
termarketing campaigns challenging 
narratives offered by makers and mar-
keters of sugary drinks, fast food and 
‘junk food.’ 

BronxNet offered a workshop on 
Tuesday, November 20 at its Lehman 
College studios to middle and high 
school educators who are embarking 
on an eight-week project with students 
as part of a Bronx Health REACH proj-
ect. 

“We were so happy to be able to 
welcome these educators and Bronx 
Health REACH so we could provide 
expertise, demonstration and an in-
teractive workshop on coutermarket-
ing and media,” said Michael Max 
Knobbe, BronxNet executive director. 
“These educators will go on to work 
with students in the classroom and 
we are providing the expertise to help 
them develop public awareness.” 

Knobbe said he hopes that some 
of the concepts developed by the bor-
ough’s youth can be incorporated into 
public service announcements. 

Their students will create cam-
paigns using a variety of methods, said 
Moria Byrne-Zaaloff, Bronx Health 
REACH’s Creating Healthy Schools 
and Community Program coordina-
tor.

Creating Healthy Schools is a NYS 
Department of Health funded multiple 
sector effort that promotes nutrition, 

BronxNet helps foster healthy 
lifestyles media campaign

healthy food access, and opportunities 
for physical education. 

The development of the awareness 
campaigns should be complete by Feb-
ruary 15, 2019, she said, at which point 
schools will be implementing the mar-
keting campaigns to the entire school 
communities. 

“In an environment like the Bronx, 
(which can be) full of junk food, it is 
very important to be aware of the tac-
tics used by the fast food companies,” 
she stated. “This will make children 
and families more aware of their sur-
roundings and empowers them to say 
“no” to the many unhealthy cues.”

The projects will take place at a va-
riety of borough schools, primarily 
in the southern part of the borough, 
where health disparities and child-
hood obesity are at the most acute lev-
els, said Byrne-Zaaloff. 

Participating schools include M.S. 
811, Comprehensive Model School 
Project, J.M. Rapport School for Ca-
reer Development, M.S. 101 and Sound-
view Academy of Culture and Scholar-
ship, she stated. 

Additionally, members of a New 
Settlement Houses after school pro-
gram participated, she said, adding 
that ten classes in total will develop 
countermarking campaigns. 

Teachers learned how different as-
pects of media campaigns work from 
experts at BronxNet, including best 
practices in creating a good poster, 
video making essentials, and the use 
of quality photos and social media, 
across a crash-course in every aspect 
of media, according to Byrne-Zaaloff. 

The efforts seek to utilize peer-to-
peer communication, which are most 
effective in changing behavior in youth, 
said Byrne-Zaaloff. The goal isn’t to 
tell youth what to do, but to raise their 
awareness as to how marketing may be 
infl uencing their decisions. 

Franchesca Feliz (l.) and Eddy Javier, a Science teacher at M.S. 811, work on how to design a 
media campaign at the educators workshop at BronxNet. 
 Photo courtesy of Ramon Torres Santa and BronxNet
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Maestro’s 
C a t e r e r s

1703 Bronxdale Avenue, Bronx 718-792-8844
www.maestroscaterers.com

celebrate the old, revel in the new.
Lets Celebrate Together at Our

2
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9 New Year’s Eve Gala

Antipasto Station 
Carving Table
• Roasted Pig, Turkey & Skirt Steak
Wok Station
• Array of Chinese Cuisine
International Cheese Board & Fruit
Pasta Station
• An Array of Freshly Made Pastas
Seafood Station
• Shrimp Cocktail • Raw Oysters
• Raw Clams • Seafood Salad • Whole Salmon
Chafing Station
• Chicken Marsala • Eggplant Rollatini
• Ropa Vieja • Fried Calamari
• Arroz Con Gandule • BBQ Ribs
• Sausage & Broccoli Rabe • Seafood Paella
• Baked Clams • Veal & Peppers
• Pollo Asado • Escabeche de Pescado
Dinner Served at 8:30pm
• Mesclun Salad with Balsamic Vinaigrette
• Filet Mignon with Jumbo Shrimp Oregannata
• Roasted Potato • String Beans
• Pastries & Cookies • Coffee/Cappuccino/Espresso 

Fabulous Music 
by Don’t Stop the Music DJs

• Cocktail Reception 
7pm-8:30pm

• Surf & Turf Dinner 
at 8:30pm

• Hats, Noisemakers

• Valet Parking
Included!

O
PE

N
 B

A
R 

A
LL

 N
IG

H
T!

ALL INCLUSIVE
for only

100
Children ages 5-12, $50 each

$
per 
person

MAKE YOUR RESERVATION TODAY!

7pm - 2am
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Elected offi cials, community members and city offi cials joined in the ribbon cutting for Roberto Clemente Plaza. Photo by Kasey Rodriguez

Artist Jaran Manzanet made a piece for the opening of the Roberto Clemente Plaza. Photo by Kasey Rodriguez

BY PATRICK ROCCHIO
A major public works proj-

ect has been completed in the 
heart of one of the borough’s 
most bustling commercial ar-
eas. 

The opening of the newly 
reconstructed Roberto Clem-
ente Pedestrian Plaza, a $16 
million public space in the 
heart of Melrose/The ‘Hub’, 
was celebrated with a festive 
ribbon cutting on Saturday, 
November 24. 

The project’s completion 
at East 149th Street and Third 
Avenue coincided with the cel-
ebration of Small Business 
Saturday, a day after ‘Black 
Friday’ that draws attention 
to small businesses, like those 
that line the commercial cor-
ridor near the plaza. 

The approximately 17,000 
square foot public space has 
been in the making since 2008 
when DOT closed off what had 
been a triangular streetscape 
and began the design and con-
struction process, said Mi-
chael Brady, Third Avenue 
Business Improvement Dis-
trict executive director. 

The new project, under-
taken by the NYC Department 
of Transportation and the 
NYC Department of Design 
and Construction, includes 
new lighting, bus shelters, 
seating areas, open spaces, 
planters and 15-foot-wide side-
walks. 

Infrastructure improve-
ments were also made in the 
plaza and on nearby streets, in-
cluding upgraded water mains 
and sewers, and enhanced 
road  work, said Brady. 

“This has been a ten-year 
public works project in the 
making,” said Brady, adding 
that he expects the completed 
plaza to be a boon to the trans-
portation hub that is serviced 
by six bus lines and two north-
south subway lines. 

 “The plaza being opens 
gives people a lot more open 
space, the connectivity to the 
north and south parts of the 
district, and also programing 
space for the BID,” said Brady.

The business improve-
ment district executive di-
rector said he envisions the 
space becoming a hub for BID 
programming, which can be 
everything from seasonal 
pumpkins festivals and holi-
day lights to reading days and 
movie nights. 

“Well-programmed open 
space really helps deter unsa-
vory activity such as loitering 
and drug sales,” said Brady. 
“It also makes the plaza a hub 
in itself, giving community 

Newly constructed Hub plaza to help business, commuters 

members a place to congre-
gate and celebrate.” 

Borough President Ruben 
Diaz Jr. added $500,000 in cap-
ital funding towards the rede-
velopment of the plaza. 

“This ribbon cutting is a 
culmination of our efforts as a 
community to help small busi-
nesses thrive not only in ‘The 
Hub,’ but across our borough,” 
said Diaz, adding it was a part 
of a transformative change 
taking place in the borough 
that was in part caused by 
small business being able to 
fl ourish in the borough. 

Councilman Rafael Sala-
manca Jr. said that he was 
glad that the plaza was fi nally 
completed so that the Third 
Avenue BID can begin pro-
gramming at the plaza using 
funding he fought for in the 
city council. 

“Centrally located in my 
district, the Roberto Clemente 
Plaza has great potential to 
support the dynamic energy 
in the neighborhood and drive 
local economic growth,” said 
Salamanca. 

Greg Bishop, the NYC De-
partment of Small Business 
Services commissioner, said 
that the opening of the plaza 
on Small Business Saturday 
is symbolic of the impact it 
would have on the local busi-
ness economy. 

“Thousands of commuters 
and residents pass through 
‘The Hub’ daily,” said Nivardo 
Lopez, Bronx DOT commis-
sioner. “What was once just a 
traffi c triangle has now been 
transformed into a vibrant 
plaza refl ective of this south 
Bronx community.”



BRONX TIMES REPORTER, NOVEMBER 30-DECEMBER 6, 2018 25  BTR

For a complete listing of plans in your service area, contact the plan. The benefit information provided 
is a brief summary, not a complete description of benefits. For more information, contact the plan. 
Limitations, copayments, and restrictions may apply. Benefits, formulary, pharmacy network, premi-
um and/or copayments/coinsurance may change on January 1 of each year. You must continue to pay 
your Medicare Part B premium. Out-of-network services may require more out-of-pocket expense than 
in-network services. Benefit restrictions apply. Fidelis Legacy Plan is an HMO plan with a Medicare 
contract. Enrollment in Fidelis Legacy Plan depends on contract renewal. *Fidelis Legacy Plan partners 
with TruHearing for discounted purchases of hearing devices.

You may be eligible for additional money-saving 
benefits through our Dual Advantage plans, including:

• Monthly OTC Card up to $100 
(to pay for items like OTC medications,  
toothpaste, incontinence supplies, and more)

• Transportation

• Dental

• Care Management support 

• Top-quality doctors and hospitals

• Discounts for hearing devices*

• and many more!

Medicare+Medicaid=
More Benefits for You!

Medicaid/Common Benefit Identification  
Card (CBIC) NEW

OR

ORJOHN L SMITH
Name/Nombre

1XX0-XX0-XX00
Medicare Number/Número de Medicare

Coverage starts/Cobertura empieza

MEDICAL  (PART B)
HOSPITAL  (PART A) 01-01-2018

01-01-2018

Entitled to/Con derecho a

MEDICARE HEALTH INSURANCE

ovvverage starts/Cobertura empieza

01-01-2018
01-01-2018SAMPLE

Medicare Card
NEW

H3328_FC 18170_M

Call us today! 1-800-860-8707 TTY: 711
Monday–Sunday, 8:00 a.m.–8:00 p.m. from October 1–March 31
Monday–Friday, 8:00 a.m.–8:00 p.m. from April 1–September 30

���������	
������
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NYBG Holiday 

Train Show
Keeps On Chugging

Celebrating its 27th year, the New York Botanical Garden’s Holiday Train Show showcased Lower Manhattan during a media preview 
on Monday, November 19. This year’s edition included replicas of the Statue of Liberty, Ellis Island, One World Trade Center and Bat-
tery Maritime Building with two vintage ferry boats. The holiday train show keeps on chugging until Monday, January 21. For addi-
tional information, visit www.nybg.org/event/holiday-train-show/.

Many NYC landmarks were recreated using 
bark, leaves and other natural materials.
 Photos by Edward Watkins

A trolley traversed through the lush landscape.

A conductor made sure this year’s show kept running 
smoothly.

This year’s extravaganza included One 
World Trade Center as its newest center-
piece

Trains and locomotives snaked 
around Grand Central Terminal.

G-scale model locomotives trav-
eled through a tunnel underneath 
a remarkable recreation of Penn 
Station.
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Celebrate the Holidays! 
At Throggs Neck Shopping Center
This holiday season discover the great values at Throggs Neck Shopping Center. 
Conveniently located just off the Hutchinson River Parkway with entrances on 
����������	
�������������������������
��������������
������������������������
�������������������!���������!"���##$���%���������������������650 FREE parking 
spaces. Great shopping is closer than you think!

Featuring these 
Top Retail Stores
and Restaurants

GREAT VALUES & CONVENIENT LOCATION

TA
KE

 YO
UR OWN

PH
OTO

 W
ITH

 SA
NTA

DEC.
 15

 & 16

2-7
 PM
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Gjonaj (l) thanked Dimas ‘June’ Cortez on his two decades of protecting and serving the 
community. Photo courtesy of Councilman Mark Gjonaj’s Offi ce

Councilman Mark Gjonaj joined others in wishing 20-year veteran NYPD detective Dimas 
‘June’ Cortez well on his retirement.

OUTGOING DETECTIVE CORTEZ 
CELEBRATES RETIREMENT

Salamanca (r), who allocated money for the Expo, attended the event and met with the at-
tendees. Photo courtesy of Councilman Rafael Salamanca’s Offi ce

South Bronx Rising Together hosted its inaugural SBRT Expo, connecting dozens of provid-
ers and organizations to hundreds of families and youth.

SOUTH BRONX RISING TOGETHER EXPO

(l-r) Assemblyman Marcos Crespo, Councilman Rafael Salamanca and Senator Luis Speu-
lveda attended the international conference. 
 Photo courtesy of Councilman Rafael Salamanca’s Offi ce

Elected offi cials from around New York descended upon Puerto Rico for the Somos 2018 
Conference.

SALAMANCA ATTENDS SOMOS PR CONFERENCE

Salamanca discussed the new opportunities The Peninsula will offer the south Bronx. 
 Photo courtesy of Councilman Rafael Salamanca’s Offi ce

Councilman Rafael Salamanca joined local and city offi cials for the Spofford demolition 
event on Friday, November 2. The event made way for The Peninsula, the new affordable 
housing and multi-use project.

SALAMANCA ATTENDS SPOFFORD JAIL DEMOLITION

Krasdale Foods’ Dylana Silver (r) and Chris 
Guzman (l) with Yankees’ Brian Smith at their 
Thanksgiving food voucher event at Yankee 
Stadium. Photo courtesy of JConnelly

In honor of the Thanksgiving season, Kras-
dale and the New York Yankees provided 
approximately 2,500 $25 food vouchers re-
deemable at local C-Town and Bravo stores 
to Bronxites at its third annual Thanksgiv-
ing Food Voucher Giveaway on Thursday, 
November 15.

KRASDALE, YANKEES
 THANKSGIVING 

VOUCHER GIVEAWAY
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OUTERWEAR BLOWOUT!OUTERWEAR BLOWOUT!

$2
starting at

GIFT HEADQUARTERS!GIFT HEADQUARTERS!

Quantities are limited. Sizes, styles & colors, vary by store. The item
pictured represents a category of goods; therefore, the actual product
shown may differ in price and/or may not be available in all stores.

HOLIDAY HOURS: MON-SAT 9AM-10PM • SUN 9AM-9PM
Call or Visit Us Online for Nearest Location • formanmills.com • @formanmills1

NOW HIRING! @ ALL FORMAN MILLS

WEEK 43: 11/26-12/2/18

APPLY ONLINE FORMANMILLS.COM C L I C K O N TH E J O B S B UTTO N

DOOR
BUSTERS!

NAME
BRAND

TOYS

BEST SELECTION!
BEST PRICES!

$10& up

OUTER
WEAR 

ELECTRONICS
$5& up

Mens Thermal Crews & Henleys  .3/$10
Boys Fleece Crews, Hoods, Pants 3/$10 
Christmas Hand Towels  . . . . .$3.00
Ladies/Girls Long Sleeve Basics $3.99
Girls Fleece Separates  . . . .$4.99 
Ladies & Mens Watches  . . .$5.99
Ladies 10-Pack Socks  . . . .$5.00
Bluetooth Headphones  . . . .$5.00
Mens Fleece Joggers  . . . . .$7.99
Mens Fashion Sweaters  . . .$7.99
Boys/Girls 2-Piece Sets  . . .$7.99
Ladies Fashion Sweaters  . .$9.99
Ladies Fashion Boots  . . . . .$9.99
Ladies Jog Sets  . . . . . . .$14.99
Mens Work Boots  . . . . . .$14.99

NO
FEE

LAYAWAY
NOW!

MENS
FLEECE

HOODIES
$999
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Message from Councilman Mark Gjonaj

Transportation services available for seniors
Do you need help getting 

to and from your medical ap-
pointments?  

Transportation Services 

are available to seniors Mon-
day through Friday, 8 a.m. to 
4 p.m., in community boards 
9, 10, 11 and 12.

• Door-to-door service for 
all medical appointments

• Courteous, professional 
drivers

• Clean vehicles
• Handicap accessibility, 

including wheelchair lifts 
For further information, 

call Mildred Cardona, pro-
gram director of the R.A.I.N. 
Transportation Program at 
(718) 882-8513. 

BY TONY  SALIMBENE
Sorry about that previous 

typo. Until further notice from 
the commander, our meet-
ings are always 3rd Sunday at 
Turners unless that Sunday 
is a holiday or special event, 
then it’s the following Sunday.

Sunday, December 7 is 
Pearl Harbor Day at our Vet-
erans Memorial Park at Weir 
Creek, noon, gathering to fol-
low, courtesy of Bronxonia 
Yacht Club. 

Tuesday, December 9 is our 
Annual Holiday Party and 

Auxiliary Gift Shop at Bronx 
VA. Santa needs helpers at the 
Nursing Home Section, assem-
ble around 10:30 a.m. please.

Tuesday, December 16 
(third Sunday) is our reg-
ular meeting and Annual 
Christmas Party. Members 

may bring a guest or poten-
tial member. You may bring 
your wife or girlfriend but not 
both.

Until next time: Remember 
to do something for our troops 
or families not doing so well 
this holiday season.

STEVE GLOSSER
The Pelham Parkway 

Neighborhood Association 
held its community meeting  
on Tuesday, November 20 at 
Bronx House. It was very well 
attended with over 50 commu-
nity  residents in attendance. 
Our featured guest speakers 
were our  Councilman Mark 
Gjonaj and Assemblywoman 
Nathalia Fernandez. 

First off the PPNA would 
like to than the following in-
dividuals who generously  
donated turkeys to the com-
munity in celebration of 
Thanksgiving. This is further 
proof of the giving nature and 
good hearts of our elected  of-
fi cials: Mark Gjonaj, Natha-
lia Fernandez, Ritchie Tor-
res, Borough President Ruben 
Diaz and our friend Sonny  
Vataj.

Councilman Gjonaj spoke 
fi rst and listened intently 
and heard the concerns that 

plague this area such as home-
lessness, reckless driving, and 
others.

Mark also shared the ser-
vices his offi ce  provides to  his 
constituents  such as  free hous-
ing assistance which includes 
rent over charges, succession 
rights, harassment,rent re-
ductions and housing court 
cases. Free Immigration ser-
vices in the Bronx. That in-
cludes family  based peti-
tions, naturalization and 
citizenship,immigration doc-
uments replacement  and re-
newal.In collaboration with  
the FDNY Free smoke detector 
batteries. Snow shoveling as-
sistance program. If you qual-
ify for one of these categories 
you will be entered in the Side-
walk Shoveling Program, a se-
nior who is 65 or over or a dis-
abled person or a home bound 
person. Mark is also having a 
Meet and Greet on Friday, De-
cember, 14 from 3 to 5 p.m. at  

his district  offi ce at 1478 Wil-
liamsbridge Road. Please call 
his offi ce at (718) 931-1721 with 
any questions or to enroll in 
these wonderful programs. 

Mark also urged everyone 
to sign up for his weekly  in-
formative newsletter. Please 
call his offi ce sign up.

Next  to speak was Assem-
blywoman Fernandez who 
informed the audience of her 
very busy  and productive past 
few months in offi ce. Among 
her accomplishments was al-
locating $15,000 to each of our 
local libraries from discre-
tionary funding. She also allo-
cated  500 thousand dollars to 
Yeshiva University.

Nathalia also advised the 
community of the following 
holiday events that the elected 
offi cials will take part in next 
month. On Monday, December 
3 in celebration of Hanukah 
there will be a Menorah Light-
ing at the following locations: 
3:30 p.m. at Bronx House; 4:30 
p.m. at Pelham Parkway and 
White Plains Roa; and 5:30 
p.m. at Albert Einstein Hos-
pital.

On Tuesday, December 4 
in celebration of Christmas 
there will be a Christmas tree 
lighting at Allerton Avenue  
and Boston Road. On Wednes-
day, December 12 at Pelham 
Parkway and White Plains 
Road. Please join us for all 
these wonderful holiday cel-
ebrations.

On Saturday, December 15 
from 1 to 5 p.m. the Pelham 
Parkway Neighborhood As-
sociation  is partnering with 
Lydig Optical like we do ev-

ery year for our annual Toy 
Giveaway to the neighbor-
hood’s children. This will be 
in front of 735 Lydig Avenue. 
We appreciate Lydig Optical’s 
participation  and generosity 
in this annual event to benefi t 
our children. Montefi ore will 
also be donating books to the 
children.

On behalf of the PPNA of-
fi cers and executive commit-
tee we wish the entire commu-
nity a happy, healthy and safe 
holiday season. There will be 
no meeting in December. The 
next meeting will be on Tues-
day, January 8 at Bronx House. 
Please join us and keep check-
ing our facebook page for com-
munity happenings. We can 
also be reached by email at 
pelhamparkway NA@gmail.
com. The PPNA works around 
the clock and year round to im-
prove the quality of life in Pel-
ham Parkway. Get involved in 
your community. It’s time. 

S SSHOP OUR CLASSIFIED 
PAGES EVERY WEEK AND 

SAVE MONEY

On Wednesday, November 28, I in-
troduced a piece of legislation that 
would allow victims of crimes of vio-
lence to request that the police depart-
ment withhold their names from pub-
lic documents. This bill is Intro 1271 
and is co-sponsored by council mem-
bers Andrew Cohen, Margaret Chin, 
Vanessa Gibson and Robert Holden.

This bill is needed because it will 
empower the victim and allow them 
to be the ones who make the decision 
to protect their identities. By allowing 
victims the option to have their name 
withheld, we are taking into account 
more than just physical safety and 
dangers.

While there currently are laws that 

protect the identities of children un-
der eighteen years old and victims of 
sexual assault, there is no broad pro-
tection to victims of other crimes of 
violence. In addition to protections 
designed for children and victims of 
sexual assault, there are laws that al-
low the NYPD to have some discretion 
in withholding names if they think re-
leasing them will endanger victims. 
These protections are a good fi rst step, 
but we must do more to protect victims 
of violence however we can. 

A violent crime victim does not only 
live through that experience once, it 
is something that they must live with 
every day. This bill will help them get 
over their traumatic ordeal and will 

help them keep their dark memories 
private.

By having their names out in the 
public, victims of violence suffer in 
more ways than just one. Their per-
sonal lives are exposed as a simple 
google search can negatively impact 
their career search and other aspects 
of their personal lives.

I am committed to defending the 
rights on privacy of New Yorkers and 
look forward to working with my col-
leagues in the council and my part-
ners in the city administration to get 
this bill passed into law.

“You can only get out of a community 
that which you put into it” –Council-
man Mark Gjonaj
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(l-r) Mike Baione, Carlos Jimenez, Bob DaSilva, John Pucci, Earl Mennard, Ed Deglomini, Pete Schmid, Tom Tramantano and Debbie Heilmann. 
 Photo courtesy of John Fraser Bryan American Legion Post 19

The John Fraser Bryan American Legion Post 19 served refreshments to participants in the Bronx Veterans Day Parade in Throggs Neck on Sunday, November 18 at the Bronxonia Yacht Club.

POST 19 PROVIDES VETERAN’S DAY PARADE REFRESHMENTS

(l-r) Newly elected Assemblywoman Karines Reyes; Pandit Vishnu and Chandra Sukul, Vishnu Mandir; Domenico Ciaccio; the late Samantha Bisun; Sandra Nandalall, Elegant Floral Design; 
Bharati S. Kemraj, Bharati Dance Academy founder; Mohamed A. Amin and captain Jerry Kalicharan. Photo by Ivelisse Arroyo

In partnership with several South Asian and Caribbean businesses, organizations and community members, the Vishnu Mandir Hindu Temple heled its annual Bronx Diwali celebration on Satur-
day, November 17. In observance the Festival of Lights, this year’s event honored captain Jerry Kalicharan, 49th Precinct Auxiliary commanding offi cer; Mohamed A. Amin, International Dancer 
Zaman; Domenico Ciaccio, Ridgewood Savings Bank and the late Samantha Bisun.

VISHNU MANDIR HOSTS DIWALI CELEBRATION

In honor of the season of giving, Councilman 
Mark Gjonaj recently hosted a Thanksgiving 
Turkey Giveaway at the Throggs Neck Houses.

GJONAJ HOSTS TN
 HOUSES TURKEY 

GIVEAWAY

Monique Johnson (3rd from r), Throggs Neck 
Residents Council president, and her fellow 
members partnered with the councilman. 
 Photo courtesy of Councilman Mark Gjonaj’s Offi ce
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Exit 11, Off I-95 or Exit 4N off of Hutchinson River Parkway South 
MTA BUSES SERVING THE MALL AT BAY PLAZA: BX5, BX12, BX23, BX26, BX28, BX29, BX30, BX38, BXM7, Q50 SUBWAY #5, 6 SUBWAY TO BUS STATION

#ShopTheSeason Bay-Plaza.comMallatBayPlaza.com

There’s something for 
everyone on your list.

FAVORITE BRANDS! 
Shop all your

MORE THAN 150+ STORES & RESTAURANTS!

SHOP OUR EXTENDED 
HOLIDAY HOURS 

VISIT MALLATBAYPLAZA.COM FOR THE HOLIDAY SCHEDULE
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The Mall at Bay Plaza celebrated its second annual 
Christmas Tree Lighting Ceremony on Friday, November 
16 inside the mall’s village courtyard. (right) Council-
man King (r), 45th Precinct Explorers and Santa Claus 
had a holly, jolly time! Photo by Fernando Justiniano

Mall at Bay Plaza Tree Lighting Ceremony

Councilman Andy King (back, r) joined jolly old Santa 
Claus and local youth in celebrating the holidays.

Sahira (l) enjoyed some holiday fun with Santa’s elf Becca 
Bernard.

E-ZPASS representatives April Hurley (l) and Kavita Raghu-
bir gave guests some presents.

Apryl Cadabra (l) did facepainting on Abellys.

Councilman King (c) got into the holiday spirit with the XFactor Drumline.
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Vincent (l) and Nuria Gonzalez (r) and their parents Esteban Bordonada and Laura Gonzalez 
built a snowman. Photo by Edwin Soto

This autumn season, Bronxites enjoyed some early winter fun during an unexpected snow 
storm on Thursday, November 15.

BRONXITES ENJOY AUTUMN SNOW STORM
The Theodore Korony American Legion Post 253 and Acacia Network’s Ravi Rampersaud 
recently delivered 29 turkeys with bags fi lled with everything needed to make a delicious 
Thanksgiving dinner for veteran families in need.

POST 253 DISTRIBUTES THANKSGIVING TURKEYS

(l-r) John Lanci, former Post 253 commander; Ravi Rampersaud, Acacia Network Housing 
program director and Judy Lanci, Theodore Korony American Legion Ladies Auxiliary presi-
dent  were eager to share some Thanksgiving cheer with former service members. 
 Photo courtesy of Judy Lanci

The van was fi lled to the brim with tasty Thanksgiving turkeys for veterans in need. 
 Photo courtesy of Judy Lanci

Jose ‘Joe’ Carballo proudly accpeted his award. 
 Photo courtesy of St. Helena Catholic Church

St. Helena Boy Scout Troop 65 scoutmaster Jose ‘Joe’ Carballo received the James E. West 
Award for Service to Youth at the Bronx Good Scout Event held at Yankee Stadium.

CARBALLO HONORED AT YANKEE STADIUM
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Order Brady’s To Go @ www.pjbradystogo.com

 | Now Delivering to the Beach Clubs

TRY OUR DELICIOUS 
ANGUS RIB EYE & SHELL
STEAKS!

FROM THE SEA  Thursday Nights
Surf & Turf  
    Night

Lobster Tail & Shell Steak

TRY OUR DELICIOUS 
FRESH CLAMS ON THE HALF 

SHELL, BAKED CLAMS, FRESH 
MUSSELS, SHRIMP, SURF AND 

TURF AND MORE

ENJOY            BUCKETS 5/$20

BUY 2
LARGE PIES 
& GET AN ORDER OF WINGS FREE

EAT-IN OR TO GO

MAKE US YOUR 
NFL HEADQUARTERS

     Wings, Mozzarella Sticks, Pizza, 
Chicken Fingers & Much More....

Have Your NFL Football Fan-
tasy Draft At Brady’s! Call For 

Information!

FRESH SEAFOOD! MUSSELS AND CLAMS

BOOK YOUR HOLIDAY 
PARTY WITH US
AT PJ BRADY’S

PIZZA
SPECIAL

BRADY’S 
IS NOW DELIVERING 

7 DAYS A WEEK
THROUGH 

Starting at 1130 am Mon.- thur. 
Sat. and Sunday 12 noon
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718-931-43352173 White Plains Road 
Just South of Pelham Pkwy.

OPEN
7 DAYS

We have been operating since 1978, 
offering quality products to those 
that desire organic, more  natural, 
gluten-free, and non GMO foods. 

Our vitamin and herb selection is 
extensive.  

Examples of lines stocked; New 
Chapter, Solgar, Bluebonnet, Twin 
Labs, Nature’s Way, Kal, Solaray, 
Country Life,  Herb Pharm.,  Gaia, 
Europharma, Natrol, Bach Flower, 

Life Extension. 

Even our herb selection becomes 
even greater when you take into ac-
count all the herbal teas offered. Its 

unmatched in the Bronx

Where there is always a sale
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Restaurant & Bar
4029 East Tremont A 0

The Wicked Wolf

Stop By This 

Holiday Season 
and Enjoy A 

Festive Holiday 
Lunch or Dinner 

In Our Decorated 
Dining Rooms.

WWWWAAAATTTTCCCCHHHH AAAALLLLLLLL TTTTHHHHEEEE GGGGAAAAMMMMEEEESSSS AAAATTTT

Sunday, Monday & Thursday
FOOTBALL SPECIALS

DOMESTIC PINTS
IMPORTED PINTS
WELL DRINKS

$3.00
$4.00
$3.00

ONE DOZEN WINGS &
ONE DOMESTIC BEER

$8.00
ONE DOZEN WINGS &
ONE IMPORTED BEER

$9.00
$5.00 APPETIZERS

WINGS, NACHOS,
CHICKEN OR CHILLI QUESADILLA

NOW DELIVERY SERVICE AVAILABLE 7 DAYS A WEEK
CHECK OUT OUR MENU

ON-LINE AT: WWW.WICKEDWOLFNY.COM
INQUIRE ABOUT OUR PARTY ROOM.

Parking in Service Station across the street
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U.S. Marine Corps. Veterans drove in classic cars at this year’s parade. Veterans rode their motorcycles during the parade.

Honorary grand marshal Paul Golluscio Leonard H. Hawkins American Legion Post 156 Auxiliary Bronx County American Legion

Bronx County American Legion Grand marshal Robert Doonan Theodore Korony American Legion Post 253 Color Guard

Local elected and community leaders Ancient Order of Hibernians Pipe & Drum Co. Honorary grand marshal John W. Powers, Sr.

Throggs Neck Classic Car Cruise St. Raymond Academy for Girls Bronx Masonic Districto

THROGGS NECK

PARADE(l-r) Assemblywoman Nathalia Fernandez; Councilman Mark 
Gjonaj; and Borough President Ruben Diaz, Jr.

(l-r) Retired Marine Corps. lieutenant colonel Ron Watson, 
grand marshal captain Robert Doonan and Army Reserve 
major general Troy D. Kok.
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THROGGS NECK

PARADE
Villa Maria Academy NYC Transit

Villa Maria Academy cheerleaders SUNY Maritime College Cadets St. Benedict School

St. Frances de Chantal School

(l-r) The 45th Precinct’s captain Carlos Ghonz with Com-
munity Affairs police offi cers John Sourhoda and Hannah 
Rahn.

Star of the Sea - Sea Cadet Corps, Inc.

First Lutheran Church of Throggs Neck Boy Scouts Troop 182 Edgewater Park Volunteer Fire Department OLA Girl Scout Troops

AMVETS Post 38 Auxiliary Salesian High School Preston High School

Throggs Neck Volunteer Ambulance Corps, Inc. Veterans attended the ceremony at Bicentennial Veterans 
Memorial Park.

Closing ceremonies began with ‘The Star Spangled Banner.’



BRONX TIMES REPORTER, NOVEMBER 30-DECEMBER 6, 201842    BTR

Most of the bags that were distributed were sponsored by Baldor. Photo by Kasey Rodriguez

Baldor Specialty Foods and The Point Community Development Center provided 2,000 tasty 
Thanksgiving meals to 500 local families on Saturday, November 17.

BALDOR, THE POINT DISTRIBUTE 
THANKSGIVING MEALS 

The Bronx’s own actor Malik Yoba met with residents during the community event. 
 Photo by Kasey Rodriguez

Volunteers distributed delicious Thanksgiving meals to local families in need. 
 Photo by Kasey Rodriguez

Councilman Andy King (front, 3rd from l) and P.S. 160 students cut the ribbon for the store. 
 Photo by Edward Watkins

Burlington opened its third Bronx store at the Bay Plaza Shopping Center on Wednesday, 
November 21 at 350 Baychester Avenue.

BURLINGTON OPENS IN BAY PLAZA
 SHOPPING CENTER

Burlington presented a hefty ceremonial check for P.S. 160. Photo by Edward Watkins

P.S. 160 principal Lori Baker (r) and her students attended the grand opening ceremony. 
 Photo by Edward Watkins
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than Original Medicare.

MORE BENEFITS

Plans are insured through UnitedHealthcare Insurance Company or one of its affiliated companies, a Medicare Advantage organization with a Medicare contract and a 
contract with the State Medicaid Program. Enrollment in the plan depends on the plan’s contract renewal with Medicare.

Y0066_181102_113752_M H3387-010_CST23186

New York residents, learn how you can get

If you live in New York and have both Medicare and 
full Medicaid, you may qualify for the UnitedHealthcare  
Dual Complete® (HMO SNP) plan. It’s a plan that 
offers more benefits than Original Medicare, including: 

OTC Network Card 
Up to $1,440 in credits to buy health-related 
items you may need.

Dental Coverage 
$2,000 toward dental services.

Transportation Assistance 
Up to 48 one-way rides every year.

Hearing Coverage 
Annual exam and $1,000 credit every 2 years 
for hearing devices.

If you have both Medicaid and Medicare, you may qualify for more benefits.  
Call us to learn more. 
1-917-246-2888, TTY 711 
8 a.m. – 8 p.m. local time, 7 days a week

UHCCommunityPlan.com/NY
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Marina D
New Year’s

With a front row seat to the Manh
Sound, spend your evening cele

Marina Del Rey’s ballrooms while

Beginning at 7:30PM
Our famous deluxe hot & cold cocktail soiree 
with a seafood station 
Unlimited Beverage and Liquor Service
Coffee—Tea—Decaf 
Viennese Dessert Table With Deluxe Breakfast

Dancing until 2:00AM
Featuring continuous music by
“THE PROJEKT”  All Night Long

Dinner
Pasta Trio Appetizer
Main Course: Surf & Turf

At Midnight
Champagne Toast To Ring In The New Year

Reservations: 718-931-6500

Spe

1 Marina Drive Bronx NY 1046

From Our House To Yours
Off-Premise Catering

www.mdrnyc.com



BRONX TIMES REPORTER, NOVEMBER 30-DECEMBER 6, 2018 45  BTR

Del Rey
l

s Eve Gala
hattan Skyline and the Long Island 
ebrating the New Year in style in 
e enjoying our renowned cuisine.

0

All Inclusive
$150 Per Person

Thru November 30th

$175 Per Person
After November 30th
$50 deposit required

Full payment due on or Before 
December 29, 2018

Visa/Mastercard accepted

Spe ctacular Wate rviews

65

Marina Del Rey

Waterfront Views
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Assemblyman Michael Benedetto, Councilman Mark Gjonaj and Senator Jeff Klein co-hosted a 
Ragamuffi n Carnival and Costume Contest on Saturday, November 24 at Preston High School. 
This event was the make up of the annual Throggs Neck Halloween Parade that was cancelled 
due to inclimate weather. This year’s festivities included face painting, spin art, music, games, 
bouncy houses, raffl es and a Build-A-Bear Costume Contest!

Ragamuffi n Carnival
and Costume Contest

Electeds Host

Assemblyman Benedetto congratulated 
local youth on their creative costumes. 
 Photo by Edward Watkins

(l-r) Volunteers Benedetto; John Collazzi, Bene-
detto’s chief of staff, John Marano, ‘Johnny Dogs’ 
Korres and Rocco Talarico were serving hot dogs 
during the celebration. Photo by Edward Watkins

Benedetto (back, l), Naita Semaj-Willams (back, c), Adara Williams (back, r) and local youth 
enjoyed a creative magic show. Photo by Edward Watkins

Anaisa proudly displayed her colorful spin artwork and pumpkin-inspired face 
paint design. Photo by Edward Watkins

Genevieve and the Stay Puft Marsh-
mallow Man received trophies from 
Assemblyman Benedetto. 
 Photo by Edward Watkins

Local youth volunteers provided guests some gift 
bags fi lled to the brim with exciting prizes. 
 Photo by Edward Watkins

Benedetto (l) awarded checks to youngsters 
for their imaginative costumes. 
 Photo by Edward Watkins
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10% OFF 
ALL ONLINE ORDERS 

ORDER ONLINE

ORDER ONLINE
CROSSTOWNDINER.COM
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Action

Association

Washing your hands is 
easy and inexpensive-- and 
it’s one of the best ways to pre-
vent the spread of germs. You 
can help yourself and others 
stay healthy by washing your 
hands often, especially during 
the times when you are likely 
to get and spread germs:

• Before, during, and after 
preparing food

• Before eating food
• Before and after caring 

for someone who is sick
• Before and after treating 

a cut or wound
• After blowing your nose, 

coughing, or sneezing
• After using the toilet
• After changing diapers or 

cleaning up a child who has 
used the toilet

• After touching an animal, 
animal food, or animal waste

• After touching garbage.
Follow these fi ve steps to 

wash your hands the right 
way:

• Wet your hands with 

Wash your hands often
clean, running water and ap-
ply soap.

• Lather your hands by rub-
bing them together with the 
soap. Lather the backs of your 
hands, between your fi ngers, 
and under your nails.

• Scrub your hands for at 
least 20 seconds. Need a timer? 
Hum “Happy Birthday” from 
beginning to end twice.

• Rinse your hands well un-
der clean, running water.

• Dry your hands using a 
clean towel or air dry them.

Washing hands with soap 
and water is the best way to get 
rid of germs in most situations. 
You can use an alcohol-based 
hand sanitizer that contains 
at least 60% alcohol if soap and 
water are not available. You 
can tell if the sanitizer con-
tains at least 60% alcohol by 
looking at the product label.

Remember these key facts 
about alcohol-based hand san-
itizers.

• Sanitizers do not get rid of 

all types of germs.
• Hand sanitizers may not 

be as effective when hands are 
visibly dirty or greasy.

• Hand sanitizers might 
not remove harmful chemi-
cals, like pesticides and heavy 
metal, from your hands.

• Be cautious when using 
hand sanitizers around chil-
dren. Swallowing alcohol-
based hand sanitizers can 
cause alcohol poisoning.

Here’s how to use hand san-
itizer the correct way:

• Apply the gel to the palm 
of one hand (read the label to 
learn the correct amount).

• Rub your hands together.
• Rub the gel over all sur-

faces of your hands and fi n-
gers until your hands are dry. 

Brought to you by Mon-
tefi ore Medical Group, R.A.I.N. 
and the Hartford Institute for 
Geriatric Nursing @ NYU, 
based on material from the 
U.S. Centers for Disease Con-
trol and Prevention.

ST. BARNABAS INTERFAITH PANEL

(Above) Fr. Francis Luke, chaplain at SBH Health System, par-
ticipated in St. Barnabas Hospital’s interfaith breakfast on how 
faith and spirituality can help patients and their families during 
times of crisis, trauma and/or chronic illness.  Photo courtesy of St. 
Barnabas Hospital

St. Barnanbas Hosptial recently hosted an interfaith breakfast 
and discussion panel on how faith and spirituality can aid pa-
tients and their families at times of crisis, trauma and/or chronic 
illness.

BY FRANK V. VERNUCCIO, JR.
The extraordinary growth 

in the proportion of the U.S. 
population not native born is 
producing unprecedented po-
litical pressure.

Census Bureau data re-
cently released indicates that 
13.7% of the U.S. population 
was foreign born in 2017, up 
from 13.5% in 2016. That is the 
highest percentage in over a 
century, since 1910.  Unlike 
that earlier wave of immi-
grants, there are expectations 
of many coming to the U.S. of 
expensive government assis-
tance.

The Census Bureau also re-
ports that since 1970, the for-
eign-born population has con-
tinued to increase in size and 
as a percent of the total popu-
lation. They are also reproduc-
ing at an extraordinary rate. 
About 1 in 4 children under 18 
in families have at least one 
foreign-born parent.

According to the Center for 
Immigration Studies, (CIS)  
“In 2014, one in fi ve births 
(791,000) in the United States 
was to an immigrant mother 

(legal or illegal). CIS best esti-
mate is that legal immigrants 
accounted for 12.4 percent 
(494,000) of all births, and il-
legal immigrants accounted 
for 7.5 percent (297,000). The 
297,000 births per year to ille-
gal immigrants is larger than 
the total number of births in 
any state other than Califor-
nia and Texas. It is also larger 
than the total number of 
births in 16 states plus the Dis-
trict of Columbia, combined. 
The estimated 28,000 births 
to illegal immigrants in just 
the Los Angeles metro area is 
larger than the total number 
of births in 14 states and the 
District of Columbia. Among 
the nation’s largest metro ar-
eas, immigrants (legal and 
illegal) account for half or 
nearly half of births in Mi-
ami, San Francisco, and San 
Jose, Calif. They are two out 
of fi ve births in Los Angeles 
and the New York City area. 
They are also one out of three 
births in the metro areas of 
Washington, D.C., Houston, 
San Diego, Seattle, Boston, 
and Las Vegas. Illegal immi-

grants account for more than 
one in seven births in the Los 
Angeles, Las Vegas, San Jose, 
Dallas, and Houston metro ar-
eas. Typically between two-
thirds and three-fourths of 
these births are likely paid for 
by taxpayers.”

Breitbart notes that “There 
are nearly 300,000 children 
of illegal aliens born in the 
United States every year, ex-
ceeding the total number of 
U.S. births in 48 states.”

Political pressures are pre-
venting a dispassionate and 
unbiased discussion of the im-
plications of this issue. The 
New York Times found a par-
ticular Ideological inclination 
among the new arrivals.  “The 
data… suggests a political pat-
tern among states with large 
percentages of foreign-born 
residents. Of the 15 states with 
the highest concentration of 

immigrants, all but three — 
Florida, Texas and Arizona 
— voted for Hillary Clinton in 
the 2016 presidential race.”

The Gallup organization 
explains that, consequentially, 
the two parties differ sharply 
on their views of immigration. 
“Dissatisfaction with immi-
gration among Democrats and 
independents who lean Demo-
cratic fell from 62% to 49% be-
tween 2012 and 2013 after Pres-
ident Barack Obama issued 
an executive order, known 
as Deferred Action for Child-
hood Arrivals (DACA), which 
granted legal protections for 
immigrants who entered the 
U.S. illegally at a young age 
with their parents. Demo-
crats’ dissatisfaction with the 
level of immigration dropped 
again in Obama’s fi nal days in 
offi ce in 2017 but rose sharply 
this year, climbing 16 percent-
age points to 50% in a Jan. 2-7 
poll. Dissatisfaction among 
Democrats is roughly back to 
where it was between 2013 and 
2016 but remains lower than it 
was under the George W. Bush 
administration.”

Meanwhile, dissatisfac-
tion with immigration among 
Republicans and Republican 
leaners rose sharply from 72% 
in 2014 to its peak of 86% in 
2016. The Trump campaign 
rode this wave of Republican 
frustration with immigration, 
making building a wall along 
the U.S. border with Mexico 
to curb illegal immigration a 
central campaign tenet and a 
rallying cry during campaign 
events.”

Even counting noncitizens 
has become a political foot-
ball. Migration Policy.org re-
ports that “As the timeline for 
launching the 2020 decennial 
census approaches fast, legal 
and political controversy sur-
rounds the Trump administra-
tion’s inclusion of a question on 
citizenship status. The ques-
tion, which was dropped after 
the 1950 census, was reinstated 
on March 26, 2018 by U.S. Com-
merce Secretary Wilbur Ross, 
whose department oversees 
the U.S. Census Bureau. Six 
lawsuits were quickly brought 
challenging reinstatement of 
the question.”

 BY MARY JANE MUSANO 
Don’t miss our Christmas 

Tree Lighting. Don’t miss all 
the fun.  Come out to join us 
on Sunday, December 2 at 5:30 
p.m. We want to see everyone.

Santa will be the star of 
this event that will be held 

at Schneider-Sampson Park 
on Hollywood and Baisley 
avenues.  He will be there 
distributing gifts to all good 
children 12 and under until 
the gifts run out.  

This is a great time to take 
a photo of your child as they 

sit on Santa’s knee discuss-
ing their precious Christmas 
wishes. Of course, this is an 
event for children and adults 
alike so even if your children 
are grown we want you to 
join us for hot chocolate and 
cookies. Our tree lighting is 

a community event and we 
ask that all join us to wish 
friends and neighbors and 
Merry Christmas.

Please help us spread the 
word by asking your family, 
friends and neighbors to join 
us.
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FAMILY COURT OF THE STATE OF NEW YORK
COUNTY OF THE QUEENS
Docket No. NN-26487-17

In the Matter of 
BLESSIN WIGGINS

Article 10 of the Family Court Act

EBONY COLLINS
HORACE WIGGNS
RESPONDENT(S)

SUMMONS
CHILD NEGLECT CASE

IN THE NAME OF THE PEOPLE OF THE STATE OF NEW YORK

NOTICE: PLACEMENT OF YOUR CHILD IN FOSTER CARE MAY RESULT IN THE LOSS OF YOUR 
RIGHTS TO YOUR CHILD. IF YOUR CHILD STAYS IN FOSTER CARE FOR 15 OF THE MOST RECENT 
22 MONTHS, THE AGENCY MAY BE REQUIRED BY LAW TO FILE A PETITION TO TERMINATE YOUR 
PARENTAL RIGHTS AND TO COMMIT GUARDIANSHIP AND CUSTODY OF YOUR CHILD TO THE 
AGENCY FOR THE PURPOSES OF ADOPTION. IN SOME CASES, THE AGENCY MAY FILE BEGORE 
THE END OF THE 15-MONTH PERIOD. IF SEVERE OR REPEATED CHILD ABUSE IS PROVEN BY 
CLEAN AND CONVINCING EVIDENCE, THIS FINDING MAY CONSTITUTE THE BASIS TO TERMINATE 
YOUR PARENTAL RIGHTS AND TO COMMIT GUARDIANSHIP AND CUSTODY OF YOUR CHILD TO 
THE AGENCY FOR THE PURPOSES OF ADOPTION.

TO: HORACE WIGGINS

A petition under ARTICLE 10 of the FAMILY COURT ACT having been filed with this Court and 
annexed hereto:
YOU ARE HEREBY SUMMONED to appear before this court at 151-20 Jamaica Avenue, 
Jamaica, NY 11432, Part11, on December 3, 2018 at 3:00 o�clock in the afternoon to answer 
the petition and to be dealt with in accordance with ARTICLE 10 of the FAMILY COURT ACT.

On your failure to appear as herein directed, a warrant may be issued for your arrest.

BY ORDER OF THE COURT
HON. MORGAN
JUDGE OF THE FAMILY COURT
Dated: October 25, 2018

FURTHER NOTICE: Family Court Act 154 (c) provides that petitions brought pursuant to Articles 
4, 5, 6, 8 and 10 of the Family Court Act, in which an order of protection is sought or in which a 
violation of an order of protection is alleged, may be served outside the State of New York upon a 
Respondent who is not a resident or domiciliary of the State of New York. If no other grounds for 
obtaining personal jurisdiction over the Respondent exist aside from the application of this 
provision, the exercise of personal jurisdiction over the respondent is limited to the issue of the 
request for, or alleged violation of the order of protection. Where the Respondent has been served 
with this summons and petition and does not appear, the Family Court may proceed to a hearing 
with respect to issuance or enforcement of the order of protection.

SIRECI 
Family Dental
Your Neighborhood Dentist Since 1983

C A R I N G    A F F O R D A B L E    P A I N L E S S

FREE 
CONSULTATIONS

COME VISIT US 
IN OUR NEW 

MODERN OFFICE

2861 BRUCKNER BLVD.  |  718-829-0455

IF YOU HAVE SPACES
WE HAVE BRACES
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Bronx Jewish Center upcoming community events

SOMOS HELPS HURRICAN VICTIMS

Representatives from SOMOS Community Care joined the Greater 
New York Hospital Association and the AFYA Foundation on Thurs-
day, November 8, to deliver hundreds of medical supplies to Fed-
erally Qualifi ed Health Center 330 in the town of Hatillo, one of the 
parts of Puerto Rico hit hardest by Hurricane Maria.
                                           Photo courtesy of SKDKnickbocker

BY GEORGE HAVRANEK 
In 1919 a small group of local 

residents, in need of a means to 
collectively voice community 
concerns, formed the Ampere 
Social Club. The civic-minded 
group believed their sparsely 
populated neighborhood was a 
prime target for real estate in-
vestment. Over time, a conti-
nuity of development brought 
steady population growth 
to the once underdeveloped 
neighborhood. By 1951, on the 
heels of accelerated neighbor-
hood development, the Am-
pere Social Club had morphed 
and became the Spencer Estate 
Civic Association. 

The Spencer Estate area 
has been home to a commu-
nity based civic group for 

nearly a century. Today, our 
community is rapidly nearing 
maximum levels of develop-
ment and facing new and more 
complex issues. It is impera-
tive that all area residents (ho-
meowners and tenants) voice 
their concerns and opinions 
regarding community-based 
issues. 

The Spencer Estate Civic 
Association is a conduit to lo-
cal politicians and activists 
whom often provide services 
essential to community im-

provements. New Year, 2019, 
will mark the centennial an-
niversary of organized civic 
involvement in Spencer Es-
tate. In the spirit of a century 
old community tradition, the 
Spencer Estate Civic Associa-
tion promotes a philosophy 
of inclusion. Please join us at 
our next meeting Wednesday, 
December 19, 7:15 p.m. at the 
Knights of Columbus, 3243 
Ampere Avenue (corner of Re-
search Avenue and Ampere 
Avenue). For additional in-
formation, about the Spencer 
Estate Civic Association send 
your e-mail with the header 
Spencer Estate to gghh55@
aol.com

“Inclusion leads to solu-
tions.”   

The Bronx Jewish will be 
celebrating the joyful holiday 
of Hanukah with the com-
munity on the fi rst night on  
Sunday, December 2 starting 
at 4 p.m. The BJC is located 
at 1969 Haight Avenue. There 
will be a  Menorah lighting, 
chocolate fountain bar, full 
buffet  dinner, decorate your 
own donuts for the kids, siz-
zling latkes, face painting, 
crafts for the kids and much 
more. Don’t miss out on this 
exciting fun event. Please 
RSVP to offi ce @bronxjew-
ishcenter.org or call us at 
(718) 812-1701. Children are 
urged to come.

Chanukah is the Jewish 
eight-day, wintertime ‘festi-
val of lights,’ celebrated with 
a nightly Menorah lighting, 
special prayers and fried 
foods. The Hebrew word 

Chanukah means ‘dedica-
tion,’ and is thus named be-
cause it celebrates the reded-
ication of the Holy Temple. 
Also spelled Hanukkah. In 
the second century BCE, the 
Holy Land was ruled by the 
Seleucids (Syrian-Greeks), 
who tried to force the people 
of Israel to accept Greek cul-
ture and beliefs instead of 
mitzvah observance and be-
lief in G-d. Against all odds, 
a small band of faithful Jews, 
led by Judah the Maccabee, 
defeated one of the mighti-
est armies on earth, drove 
the Greeks from the land, re-
claimed the Holy Temple in 
Jerusalem and rededicated it 
to the service of G-d. 

When they sought to 
light the Temple’s Menorah 
(the seven-branched cande-
labrum), they found only a 

single cruse of olive oil that 
had escaped contamination 
by the Greeks. Miraculously, 
they lit the Menorah and the 
one-day supply of oil lasted 
for eight days, until new oil 
could be prepared under 
conditions of ritual purity.
At the heart of the festival is 
the nightly Menorah light-
ing. The Menorah holds nine 
fl ames, one of which is the at-
tendant, which is used to kin-
dle the other eight lights. 

On the fi rst night, we light 
just one fl ame. On the second 
night, an additional fl ame 
is lit. By the eighth night of 
Chanukah, all eight lights are 
kindled. Special blessings are 
recited, often to a traditional 
melody, before the menorah 
is lit, and traditional songs 
are sung afterward.A meno-
rah is lit in every household 

(or even by each individual 
within the household) and 
placed in a doorway or win-
dow. The menorah is also lit 
in synagogues and other pub-
lic places. In recent years, 
thousands of jumbo meno-
rahs have cropped up in front 
of city halls and legislative 
buildings, and in malls and 
parks all over the world.

Wait there’s more. On Fri-
day, December 7 starting at 7 
p.m. there will be a commu-
nity Shabbat dinner. Please 
join us for our next commu-
nity Shabbat dinner at the 
Bronx Jewish Center. The 
special theme for that eve-
ning will be Shabbat in In-
dia. That’s right India. Join 
us for a  4-course Shabbat 
dinner. All of your favorite 
Indian dishes will take cen-
ter stage. 

We look forward to see-
ing you. Enjoy a delicious 
4-course dinner with your 
fellow neighbors. Turn your 
Friday night Shabbat into an 
evening of spiritual awaken-
ing, Jewish songs and culi-
nary delight. 

Please RSVP@ (718) 812-
1701 to let us know you are 
coming. Shabbat dinners are 
held the fi rst Friday of every 
month.

“No, it isn’t all about the 
food,” said Rabbi Pewzner 
of the Bronx Jewish Center. 
“What is important is that 
the entire community joins 
together and welcomes the 
start of the Shabbat . It will 
be a beautiful time for every-
one.”

Please join us.We’re look-
ing foward to welcoming 
you.

As a reminder, we will 
not have a general Throggs 
Neck Merchants Association 
meeting this month but if 
you have an upcoming event 
and would like us to list it 
in our column, please email 
us info@throggsneckmer-
chants.com or call Angela at 
(646) 657-1312 to get the word 
out. 

Our Tree Lighting Cere-
mony will be held on Sunday, 
December 2 at 6 p.m. at the De-
rosa O’Boyle Triangle, across 
the street from the Throggs 
Neck Library. Assembly-
man Michael Benedetto will 
kick off the festivities, the 
St. Benedict’s Church Choir 
will spread cheer by singing 

Christmas carols and we are 
expecting a guest from the 
North Pole!

Our Holiday Lights are 
in the process of going up. If 
you are a TNMA member and 
have not made your donation 
towards the lights, please 
go to our website at www.
throggsneckmerchants.com 
to pay online.  If you would 
like to send us a check, please 
may your check payable to 
the Throggs Neck Merchants 
Association and mail it to the 
Throggs Neck Merchants As-
sociation, PO Box 508, Bronx, 
NY 10465. 

Not a member?  Consider 
becoming a TNMA member. 
Our merchant association 

is one of the largest in the 
Bronx. As a TNMA member, 
your business will be fea-
tured on our website, your 
events and promotions will 
be listed in our TNMA col-
umn in the Bronx Times and 
you can network with other 
members at any of our meet-
ings and events. Join with 
their fellow merchants to de-
velop special promotions or 
projects designed to benefi t 

the entire commercial strip, 
as well as the surrounding 
community. Ready to become 
a TNMA member? Go to our 
website, www.throggsneck-
merchants.com for more info 
or download the membership 
application at www.throggs-
neckmerchants.com/mem-
ber_application.pdf.

Promoting your business, 
products or services? Any 
merchants interested in pro-
moting their business, prod-
ucts and services in Throggs 
Neck and neighboring areas 
should consider sponsoring 
a TNMA meeting. It’s is a 
great way to get your name 
out there. As a sponsor, you 
will be allowed to give a brief 

presentation to our members 
the night of the meeting. We 
also waive our dinner fee for 
sponsors and spotlight your 
business in our meeting an-
nouncements, in this column 
for the month and via our 
social media. Our Facebook 
page alone, which has over 
1,000 likes, is liked by mem-
bers, non-members and resi-
dents so your target audience 
goes further than just the at-
tendees of our monthly meet-
ings. If you or another mem-
ber/merchant is interested in 
sponsoring one of our meet-
ings this year, please ask 
them to email info@throggs-
neckmerchants.com  or call 
Angela.
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Senator Gustavo Rivera and Assemblyman Michael Blake held a Veterans’ Thanksgiving Celebration on 
Tuesday, November 20 at Lehman College. The Thanksgiving feast honored local veterans in uniform 
who continue to dedicate their lives for the greater good of our nation. (below) Elected offi cials and local 
veterans had a great time celebrating Thanksgiving together. Photos by Edward Watkins

RIVERA, BLAKE HOST VETERANS’

Thanksgiving Celebration

Luis Soltero-Rodriguez (front, c), Offi ce of Veterans 
and Military Affairs director and his assistants were 
presented a proclamation by Senator Rivera (back, c). 

Joelle Lynch, Tree Army co-founder, was 
honored for employing local veterans in 
tree removal.

(l-r) Senator Rivera; Donnell Simon, NYC Department of 
Veterans Services Engagement and Community Ser-
vices coordinator and Assemblyman Blake welcomed 
everyone to the celebratory feast.

Carol Barnes (c), Black Military Women Brooklyn Chapter assistant treasurer, 
served the U.S. Army Nurse Corp.

A veteran wore a vest honoring those who served in 
Vietnam and Operation Desert Storm.
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BLACK 
PRICING ALL M

1-888-396-2567•43-40 NORTHERN BLVD. LONG ISLAND CITY, QUEENS, NY 11101

WE ARE SURE TO HAVE A VEHICLE IN OUR LAR

IF YOU CAN’T MAKE IT TO US, WE’LL PICK YOU UP! CALL 888-396-2567 FOR COMPLIMENTARY PICK UP.

APPLY ONLINE WITHOUT ANY IMPACT TO YOUR CREDIT SCORE!

CARS STARTING AS LOW AS $2,995! LIKE THE 2OO1 HONDA ACCORD LX, 260K MI, STK#M44418

$12,500BUY 
FOR:

19k miles, Stk#M43949
PLUS TAX & TAGS

'18 TOYOTA COROLLA
$11,995BUY 

FOR:

32k miles, Stk#M41377
PLUS TAX & TAGS

'15 HONDA CIVIC
$11,995BUY 

FOR:

33k miles, Stk#31659
PLUS TAX & TAGS

'17 TOYOTA COROLLA
$12,500BUY 

FOR:

51k miles, Stk#M38267
PLUS TAX & TAGS

'14 HONDA CRV

$5,995BUY 
FOR:

60k miles, Stk#32548
PLUS TAX & TAGS

'13 HYUNDAI SONATA
$7,995BUY 

FOR:

37k miles, Stk#30571
PLUS TAX & TAGS

'15 NISSAN SENTRA
$5,800BUY 

FOR:

48k miles, Stk#M43681
PLUS TAX & TAGS

'12 MAZDA6
$4,995BUY 

FOR:

108k miles, Stk#31719
PLUS TAX & TAGS

'08 TOYOTA RAV4
$6,500BUY 

FOR:

52k miles, Stk#M42464
PLUS TAX & TAGS

'15 NISSAN VERSA
$7,995BUY 

FOR:

23k miles, Stk#32703
PLUS TAX & TAGS

'13 HONDA CIVIC

$9,995BUY 
FOR:

31k miles, Stk#35407
PLUS TAX & TAGS

'15 HONDA ACCORD
$11,888BUY 

FOR:

30k miles, Stk#35901
PLUS TAX & TAGS

'16 NISSAN ROGUE

$17,995BUY 
FOR:

41k miles, Stk#M39644
PLUS TAX & TAGS

'15 HONDA PILOT
$14,995BUY 

FOR:

60k miles, Stk#M44632
PLUS TAX & TAGS

'15 INFINITI Q50
$16,888BUY 

FOR:

10k miles, Stk#M42735
PLUS TAX & TAGS

'16 NISSAN MAXIMA
$16,888BUY 

FOR:

9k miles, Stk#M44044
PLUS TAX & TAGS

'18 TOYOTA CAMRY
$16,888BUY 

FOR:

42k miles, Stk#35843
PLUS TAX & TAGS

'15 MERCEDES C300
$18,888BUY 

FOR:

43k miles, Stk#M44835
PLUS TAX & TAGS

'15 NISSAN MURANO
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FRIDAY
MONTH LONG

TAKE THE SUBWAY TO 46TH ST STOP IN QUEENSMR
VEHICLE 
HISTORY 
REPORT

Prices include all costs to be paid by the consumer except for license, registration & taxes. Used vehicles have 
normal wear, tear & mileage, some may have scratches & dents. Must present this ad at time of purchase to validate 

offer. NYC DCA#2003442, DMV#7117189. Publication date: 11/30/18. Offers expire 24 hours after publication.

GE INVENTORY TO FIT YOUR NEEDS & BUDGET!

WE'LL BUY YOUR CAR! DON'T MAKE YOUR NEXT PAYMENT UNTIL YOU SPEAK TO US!

APPLY ONLINE WITHOUT ANY IMPACT TO YOUR CREDIT SCORE!

CARS STARTING AS LOW AS $2,995! LIKE THE 2OO1 HONDA ACCORD LX, 260K MI, STK#M44418

PE

T FRIENDLY 

DEALE RSHIP

$8,500BUY 
FOR:

30k miles, Stk#M42457
PLUS TAX & TAGS

'16 FORD FOCUS
$9,750BUY 

FOR:

48k miles, Stk#M43679
PLUS TAX & TAGS

'14 FORD ESCAPE
$9,800BUY 

FOR:

40k miles, Stk#34300
PLUS TAX & TAGS

'13 NISSAN ROGUE
$9,588BUY 

FOR:

21k miles, Stk#M42867
PLUS TAX & TAGS

'15 FORD FUSION
$9,888BUY 

FOR:

28k miles, Stk#M42554
PLUS TAX & TAGS

'17 CHEVY CRUZE
$9,900BUY 

FOR:

39k miles, Stk#M44365
PLUS TAX & TAGS

'15 NISSAN ALTIMA

$12,888BUY 
FOR:

29k miles, Stk#35438
PLUS TAX & TAGS

'16 TOYOTA CAMRY
$14,888BUY 

FOR:

42k miles, Stk#M38922
PLUS TAX & TAGS

'15 CHEVY TRAVERSE
$14,500BUY 

FOR:

44k miles, Stk#M40618
PLUS TAX & TAGS

'15 TOYOTA RAV4
$14,995BUY 

FOR:

37k miles, Stk#32831
PLUS TAX & TAGS

'16 DODGE CHARGER
$14,900BUY 

FOR:

39k miles, Stk#M40763
PLUS TAX & TAGS

'15 NISSAN PATHFINDER
$14,888BUY 

FOR:

49k miles, Stk#M42363
PLUS TAX & TAGS

'17 HONDA ACCORD

$24,888BUY 
FOR:

49k miles, Stk#M44244
PLUS TAX & TAGS

'15 MERCEDES ML-350
$22,995BUY 

FOR:

22k miles, Stk#33760
PLUS TAX & TAGS

'15 LEXUS RX350
$22,888BUY 

FOR:

40k miles, Stk#M40095
PLUS TAX & TAGS

'17 FORD EXPEDITION
$28,888BUY 

FOR:

1k miles, Stk#M44227
PLUS TAX & TAGS

'16 MERCEDES GLC300
$24,888BUY 

FOR:

49k miles, Stk#M44244
PLUS TAX & TAGS

'15 MERCEDES ML-350
$21,888BUY 

FOR:

22k miles, Stk#33760
PLUS TAX & TAGS

'15 LEXUS RX350
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Lou Lou
from

Gowns By Louise
Would like to share this Poem that was sent

by one of her greatful and many brides

Little girls dream of the day
That they will be a bride.

They dream of dresses fresh and white
They’ll wear them with great pride.

Now some have frills, and some have lace.
Some have a pinkish hue.

But Louise will help you find the one,
That makes your dreams come true.

This little store here in the Bronx,
Has what you’re looking for.

You’ll feel like such a princess,
When you walk right through the door.

Melissa and the other girls
Will make you feel at ease.

You’ll know you’ve entered heaven,
When you’re in Gowns by Louise.

The stories that the brides all share
With Louise and her whole staff,

Inspire, move and touch their hearts
And often make them laugh

Louise is proud of many things,
The ‘Bronx’ is her main passion.
She’s often honored for her work

Providing bridal fashion.

So here’s to over 36 years
You’re quite the bridal store.

Much thanks from all the blushing brides
And here’s to many more!!!

Thank You All With Bridal Love,
Lou Lou xoxo

Gowns by Louise

To My World, My Husband, Dennis
A Special Thank You 

To My Family, My Sister Maria,
My Daughter Melissa

Also To Mia, Joyln, Ellen. Sandra
And To All My Wonderful Friends
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Lou Lou
from

Gowns By Louise
will be joining

Virginia’s Bridal
55 Church Street, White Plains, New York

914-428-3957

To all my past an future brides
I am so excited and blessed to be

joining Virginia’s Bridal

To celebrate our relocation

Everything in our

Bronx Location is

50% TO 75% OFF

Please Call First
Looking forward to seeing you as always
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FreshDirect donated 500 Thanksgiving turkeys to south Bronxites on Tuesday, November 20 at Mott Haven Bar and Grill.

FRESHDIRECT THANKSGIVING EVENT

Borough President Diaz (l) and FreshDirect’s David McIner-
ney, CEO and co-founder, distributed Thanksgiving turkeys 
to local families in need. Photo by John Kelly III/FreshDirect

(l-r) Rosa Garcia, Mott Haven Bar and Grill owner; Diaz; David McInerney; Mike Brizel, FreshDirect chief administrative offi cer 
and Larry Scott Blackmon, FreshDirect’s vice president of Public Affairs. Photo by John Kelly III/FreshDirect

Over 100 loaves baked by Israel’s representatives in New York were delivered by diplomats and 
Borough President Ruben Diaz, Jr. to the POTS community center on Wednesday, November 21, 
where they were greeted by executive director Alicia Guevara.

BRONXITES ENJOY ISRAELI-STYLED THANKSGIVING

Israeli diplomats with Diaz (c) and POTS staff. 
 Photo courtesy of Consulate General of Israel - New York

Borough President Ruben Diaz, Jr. and Marissa Shorenstein, AT&T NYS president, co-hosted 
a celebration on Sunday, November 18 for the youth baseball teams who participated in this 
year’s eighth annual Boorugh President’s Cup tournament. Held at Tosca Marquee, the event 
honored the Grand Slam Little League and 2018 champions the Bronx Bombers.

DIAZ, AT&T HONOR YOUTH BASEBALL CHAMPIONS

Marissa Shorenstein (front, 5th from l) and Borough President Diaz (c) congratulated this 
year’s champions the Bronx Bombers on their victory. 
 Photo courtesy of Borough President Ruben Diaz, Jr.’s Offi ce

P.S. 304 students were excited to share a 
Thanskgiving meal with Councilman Mark 
Gjonaj.

P.S. 304 
THANKSGIVING 
CELEBRATION

Councilman Gjonaj (back, c) enjoyed meet-
ing with P.S. 304’s many students. 
 Photo courtesy of Councilman Mark Gjonaj’s Offi ce
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SOLVE YOUR CHILD’S
READING PROBLEM
ACHIEVE

3 TO 6 YEARS OF
READING IMPROVEMENT

IN ONE YEAR!!!
“A Miracle In The Making!” - CBS TV

Dicker Reading Method
75 Brook Street, Scarsdale | 914.472.0600 | www.DickerReading.com

WATCH THIS VIDEO NOW:
www.nymetroparents.com/listing/Dicker-reading

CHILDREN AT OR
BELOW GRADE LEVEL

WILL BECOME THE
BEST READERS IN

THEIR CLASS

WATCH OUR VIDEOS TO LEARN MORE
www.DickerReading.com
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3602/3604 East Tremont Avenue  

ALL SERVICES BY APPOINTMENT ONLY

AT THE TJUST NUTS
Music School
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Offi ce/Retail Space Available in the Mall Call 917-232-2375

(2nd Floor) Suite 204

Lessons on all Instruments
Beginners & Intermediate

Repairs, Recordings, Video

Live Bands
Disc Jockeys Available
Call 646-261-0170
    or 646-331-9707
for free consultation or
www.justnutsmusic.net

Want to play an instrument?
Just Nuts Music School

A2z Construction Group
Inc.

347-287-1593

Home Of The

2014

THROGGS NECK MALL

AMSTERDAM AIR COOLING

212-787-7700

   Commercial $ Residential

    upon request

END OF SUMMER

SALE!
COMPLIMENTARY HAIRCUT

WITH ANY COLOR SERVICE

MEN’S HAIRCUT $5
1ST TIME CLIENTS ONLY

917-215-5316
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Assemblywoman Fernandez (front, 2nd from l) and Councilman Gjonaj (front, r) with PPNA board members and the 49th 
Precinct’s NCO police offi cers. Photo by Silvio Pacifi co

PPNA president Edith Blitzer held up a sample ‘Pooper Scoo-
per’ sign distributed to homeowners by Councilman Gjonaj’s 
offi ce. Photo by Silvio Pacifi co

Assemblywoman Nathalia Fernandez and Councilman Mark Gjonaj were the special guest speakers at the Pelham Parkway Neighborhood Association’s monthly meeting on Tuesday, November 20 
at Bronx House.

GJONAJ, FERNANDEZ ATTEND PPNA MEETING

Councilman Rafael Salamanca dropped off hundreds of turkeys and distributed gift cards to local grocery stores to help families as they prepared for the big Thanksgiving feast!

SALAMANCA DONATES THANKSGIVING TURKEYS

Councilman Salamanca (l) helped residents pick out their perfect Thanksgiving turkeys. 
 Photo courtesy of Councilman Rafael Salamanca’s Offi ce

Residents thanked Salamanca (3rd row, 2nd from l) for helping them prepare this season. 
 Photo courtesy of Councilman Rafael Salamanca’s Offi ce

RAIN volunteers helped homeless residents 
enjoy a Thanksgiving Day feast. 
 Photo courtesy of RAIN

The RAIN Cucina Dolores Mobile Kitchen provided 
500 meals to the homeless and hungry at Sen-
eca House, Rainey Park, Ruth Fernandez Family 
Shelter, Missionary Baptist Church and Christ 
Family Church on Thursday, November 22.

THANKSGIVING 
MEALS FOR 
HOMELESS
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BRONX SCENE
Your Neighborhood Events

DO YOU
REMEMBER

EVENTS HAPPENING IN AND AROUND THE BRONX

WAVE HILL EVENTS

At Woodlawn Cemetery’s Woolworth Chapel

Medina’s ‘Aurora’ sculpture 
graces W. Farms

Holiday Workshop 
Weekend at Wave Hill
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Holiday Workshop Weekend at Wave Hill
Friday, December 7; Saturday, De-

cember 8; Sunday, December 9: Mem-
bers Sale in The Shop at Wave Hill: En-
joy a peaceful shopping experience, with 
personalized service and a thought-
fully curated selection of beautiful, bo-
tanically inspired gifts. Members en-
joy 20% off all their seasonal shopping! 
Wave Hill Members enjoy a discount of 
20% on all their purchases in The Shop 
through December 23.

Saturday, December 8; Sunday, De-
cember 9: Family Art Project: Put Wave 
Hill in the Palm of Your Hand: Working 
with the hamsa, the multicultural sym-
bol of an open hand that represents good 
luck and protection, explore the spiri-
tual side of the holiday season. Trace 
your hand to make a palm-shaped am-
ulet. Decorate your hamsa with winter 
scenes from Wave Hill using natural 
materials found on the grounds. 

Saturday, December 8; Sunday, De-
cember 9: In The Shop: Spend $100 and 
Receive a Holiday Ornament: Spend 
$100 in The Shop and receive the gift of 
a holiday ornament! Holiday Workshop 
Weekend event.

Saturday, December 8; Sunday, De-

cember 9: Holiday Workshop Weekend: 
Mulled-Cider Kits: Create your own 
gifts and holiday decorations inspired 
by the gardens at Wave Hill. Create 
mulled cider/wine kits using fragrant 
winter spices, with a handmade tag for 
a delicious seasonal gift. Sip a compli-
mentary cup of cider while you assem-
ble your treat! 

Holiday Workshop Weekend event. 
Saturday, December 8; Sunday, De-

cember 9: Holiday Workshop Weekend: 
Natural Wreaths and Swags: Drop by 
this weekend to create your own gifts 
and holiday decorations inspired by 
the gardens at Wave Hill. Craft one-of-
a-kind, verdant wreaths or swags ac-
cented with natural materials and el-
egant accessories, using fresh greens 
harvested from our gardens. Senior 
Horticultural Interpreter Charles Day 
and fl orist Hanako Shimamoto demon-

strate simple fl oral techniques and pro-
vide plenty of materials to fuel your cre-
ative spirit. 

Saturday, December 8; Sunday, De-
cember 9: Holiday Workshop Weekend: 
Miniature Arrangements: Drop by this 
weekend to create your own gifts and 
holiday decorations inspired by the 
gardens at Wave Hill. Fashion a pair of 
sweet, miniature arrangements in tiny 
containers using fresh greens, pine-
cones and other natural materials. Cre-
ative guidance offered by Director of 
Public Programs Laurel Rimmer. 

Sunday, December 9: Winter Bird-
ing: The Hudson River Valley hosts an 
impressive diversity of bird species dur-
ing the winter months. Explore Wave 
Hill’s tranquil gardens and woodlands 
with naturalist Gabriel Willow to ob-
serve birds in their winter habitats. 
Birders of all levels welcome. 

Sunday, December 9: Garden and 
Conservatory Highlights Walk: Join a 
Wave Hill Garden Guide for an hour-
long tour of seasonal garden highlights. 
Free with admission to the grounds.

For more Information call (718) 549-
3200 or visit www.wavehill.org.

Wave Hill Holiday Workshop Weekend - Miniature-Arrangements.                
                                    Photo courtesy of Wave Hill

BRONX SCENEBRONX SCENE



BRONX TIMES REPORTER, NOVEMBER 30-DECEMBER 6, 2018 63  BTR

Medina’s ‘Aurora’ sculpture graces W. Farms
Tom Casey was out in the 

snow this past winter snapping 
some photos.  Knowing my in-
terest in sculpture and art, as 
well as my fascination with 
West Farms, he photographed 
some interesting views of an 
outdoor abstract work of art at 
East Tremont Avenue and Bos-
ton Road, 

The unpainted wooden 
sculpture was created by Mexi-
can artist Diego Medina and 
is titled “Aurora.”  He chose 
the name from the 1930 poem 
“La Aurora de Nuevo York” 
by Frederico  Garcia Lorca 
whom he thought denigrated 
our great city in that poem and 
created this art work as a re-
buttal.  

The title is translated as 
“Dawn in New York.”  The 
sculpture remained there from 
August of 2009 to May 21, 2011 
without being desecrated in 
any way by miscreants or van-
dals.  It had been installed by 
the Bronx River Art Center lo-
cated on Bronx Street at West 
Farms Square and the Depart-

ment of Transportation.
 Born in 1969, Medina holds 

a degree in Visual Art and Ar-
chitecture from the Instituto 
Techologico de Estudiors de 
Occidente in Guadalajara, Mex-
ico and has exhibited his work 
throughout the world.  Mexi-
cans are well familiar with his 
artistry but his work was also 
on display in South Africa, 
Europe, Cuba, Canada and, 
of course, the United States 
where he makes his home in 
New York.  He also runs cul-
tural workshops both here in 
New York and in Mexico.

 His “Aurora” at West 
Farms is composed of marine 
birch plywood and stands 14” 
high, 11’ wide and 11’ deep and 
is meant to be used.  Medina 
wanted children and adults 
to be able to sit on it, climb on 
it, and make it their own lit-

tle piece of outdoor furniture 
or plaything.  It was meant to 
be touched and used, not just 
looked at. 

There are six different 
shapes all joined together to 
form one unit.  You really can’t 
appreciate it from only one 
view but have to walk around 
it and view it from all perspec-
tives to get a full appreciation 
of what Medina intended to 
create.  

Although this work is cre-
ated of wood, Medina utilizes 
all mediums in his creations. 
He especially seeks to enjoin 
cultural mores with the cre-
ation of art and, to that end, 
he has received numerous 
awards.  The next time you 
see one of his works on display 
in the metropolitan area, you 
may wish to make it a point to 
view it.

Tom Casey took this winter scene photograph of Diego Medina’s wooden 
sculpture titled ‘Aurora” which was on display at West Farms Square for 
almost a year.  The stairway of the IRT White Plains Road #5 elevated line 
is in the background on Boston Road.  Oddly, the sculpture managed to 
evade graffi ti artists.

REPRINTED FROM 10-20-2011

BRONX SCENEBRONX SCENE
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Holiday Concert at Woodlawn Cemetery’s Woolworth Chapel
Take a break from your busy holiday 

schedule and join Woodlawn Cemetery 
for a free Holiday Concert with the Man-
hattan Brass Quintet on Sunday, Decem-
ber 9 from 3:30 to 4:30 p.m in Woodlawn’s 
beautiful Woolworth Chapel.

 In partnership with the Bronx Arts 
Ensemble, Woodlawn Conservancy hosts 
the award-winning Manhattan Brass 
Quintet performing holiday favorites, 
many from its latest CD Release Manhat-
tan Holiday. 

The Manhattan Brass is best known 
for its innovative programming, dynamic 
performances, varied, eye-opening reper-
toire, and commitment to educating audi-
ences of all ages about live music and the 
brass idiom.

Bring your family and friends for this 
enjoyable afternoon. 

The performance is free but pre-
registration is required at www.Woodlaw-
nEvents.org. 

Meet at the Jerome Avenue and 
Bainbridge Avenue entrance.

  For information, email contact@
woodlawnconservancy.org or call (718) 
408-5600.

* * *
The Bronx County Historicial So-

ciety will present Emilia Casanova’s New 
York World on Saturday, December 1, at 
1 p.m. at the 1:Museum of Bronx History, 
3266 Bainbridge Avenue.

Dr. Virginia Sanchez-Korrol, notable 
historian and author, will present an illus-
trated presentation based on her book, 
‘Feminist and Abolitionist: The Story of 
Emilia Casanova.’ The presentation cap-
tures the legacy of a fascinating woman, a 
cause, a culture, and an intriguing glimpse 
of the Latino American community in New 
York City during the 19th century. From her 
baronial mansion in The Bronx, Emilia Ca-
sanova set out to secure Cuban indepen-
dence and almost changed the course of 
American history. Dr. Korrol will also have 
copies of her book available for sale.

For further information call (718) 
881-8900.

* * *
The Bronx Puerto Rican Day Pa-

rade, Lehman College and the Lehman 
L.I.F.E. (Leaders Involved for Every-
one) Program will close out the year with 
their 2018 Holiday Benefit Concert to raise 
money for Lehman L.I.F.E. service project 
to Puerto Rico on Saturday, December 1, 
at 1 p.m.. This year’s concert will feature 
performances by Ayodele Casel, Danc-
ers Dreamzzz, Los Hermanos Colon, 
Candela, and many more! In addition to 
the concert, the Bronx Puerto Rican Day 
Parade will present awards to their 2018-
2019 honorees. 

The concert will be held at Lehman 
College, 250 Bedford Park Boulevard.

The money raised from this event 
goes toward Lehman L.I.F.E’s March 2019 

trip to Humacao, Puerto Rico to help build 
and supply an after school program and 
cover the cost of transportation for the stu-
dents on this service project. The Lehman 
L.I.F.E. Service learning opportunities are 
designed to raise students’ awareness 
of issues and needs existing in local and 
global communities, and to foster effec-
tive action through volunteer work. The 
cycle of service continues and expands 
as students bring their experiences back 
to benefit their own communities, in the 
Bronx and the greater New York City area. 
Lehman L.I.F.E. gives students from the 
Bronx and NYC-area the opportunity to 
make a difference in the world that they 
never thought possible.

2018-2019 Parade Honoree Awards: 
Pedro Albizu Campos Award, Gover-
nor Andrew Cuomo; Woman of the Year 
Award, Maritza Martinez, former Bronx 
Puerto Day Parade Pageant coordina-
tor; Business of the Year Award, Maria’s 
Pet Shop & Grooming (Maria Agrinson-
ic); Community Service Award, Amanda 
Dubois-Mwake, Lehman College direc-
tor of Community Engagement; Legend 
of the Year Award, Ruben A. Rios, chair 
of the Bronx Puerto Rican Day Parade; 
Educator of the Year Award, Jose Luis 
Cruz, Lehman College president; Borin-
quen Voice of the Year Award, Candela; 
and Media Personality of the Year Award, 
Darlene Rodriguez, Anchor for WNBC’s 
Today in New York.

* * *
Stop by City Island and enjoy the ex-

citing programs offered at the PSS City 
Island Center, which is located at 116 
City Island Avenue, Monday Through Fri-
day From 9 a.m. to  3 p.m.  Experience 
The Exercise Classes from Gentle Yoga 
Stretch, Balance Class, Arthritis Work-
shop and Tai Chi as well, as the Fit For 
Life and Cardio Fit. They also offer acrylic 
painting, calligraphy, canasta, health pre-
sentations, nutritional information, and 
parties. Lunch is served from noon to 
1pm. Suggested donation is $2.  They 
go on shopping trips every day; i.e. Shop 
Rite, Dollar Tree, Target, Kmart, as well 
as theatre excursions, boat trips, special 
luncheons and more.  

It’s free to become a member, but 
you must be 60 years or above. For more 
information contact Patty at (718) 885-
0727 or email pattis@pssusa.org for our 
monthly calendar.

* * *

The JASA Van Cortlandt Senior 
Center, located at 3880 Sedgwick Av-
enue, will offer the following events and-
programs:

Wednesday. November 28, at 1 p.m.: 
Nicola Mills of Opera for the People bring-
ing opera, songs from musicals and clas-
sical songs to people in a down to earth 
and friendly way. Mills, a British singer, 
performed throughout Europe for 10 years 
in opera houses before she started sing-
ing on the streets to bring ‘Opera to the 
People.’ She now divides her time be-
tween America and Europe.  

A delectable kosher lunch will be 
served at 12:15 p.m. Recommended se-
nior contribution: $2 for meal & $1 for the 
event.  

On Thursday, November 29, Bill 
Ronayne will present an illustrated lec-
ture/presentation entitled ‘Tony Bennett: 
Classic Songs from a Classic Performer,’ 
at 1 p.m. This video presentation will re-
view the phenomenal career of one of the 
all-time great song stylists.  

A nutritious kosher lunch will be 
served at 12:15 p.m. Suggested senior 
meal contribution is $2 and event dona-
tion is $1. Refreshments will be served. 
Non-seniors are welcome. 

Daria Barabanova is a graduating 
senior at the Manhattan School of Music 
who will perform her graduation recital 
program on Monday, December 3, at 1:15 
p.m.  

Lunch served at 12:15 p.m. Refresh-
ments will be served. Recommended se-
nior meal contribution: $2 and event con-
tribution: $1.  

Thursday, December 6, will be a 
memorable Hanukkah celebration and 
concert with award winning, cross genre 
musicians Yael Acher aka ‘KAT’ Modiano, 
flute; and Isaac ben Ayala, piano. Follow-
ing a festive lunch, kindle the menorah at 
1 p.m. Yael and Isaac will present holiday 
songs in Yiddish, Hebrew and Ladino as 
well as some select classical and/or pop-
ular favorites. 

Lunch will be served at: 12:15 p.m.  
Recommended senior meal contribution 
is $3 and $2 for the event. Refreshments 
will be served.  

 All meals at JASA Van Cortlandt Se-
nior Center are catered by Mauzone (ko-
sher) Meal Service. Call the senior center 
office at (718) 884-4700 to request the 
alternative meal choice between 9:30 and 
10:30 a.m. 

Manhattan Brass Quintet will be performing at Woodlawn Cemetery.

VISIT PCRICHARD.COM FOR A STORE NEAREST YOU

LOOK FOR OUR CIRCULAR
IN TODAY’S PAPER!*

GET GIFTINGTM

*PRICES EXPIRE 2/8/18. WE APOLOGIZE FOR ANY INCONVENIENCE THIS MAY HAVE CAUSED.

BRONX SCENEBRONX SCENE
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One touch of a button 
sends help fast, 24/7.

alone
I’m never

Life Alert®  is always 
here for me even when 

away from home.

®

For a FREE brochure call: 

1-800-404-9776

Saving a Life EVERY 11 MINUTES
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 WHEN YOU 
ORDER!

FIRST AID 

KIT
FREE!
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with GPS!
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 $1,500 SAVINGS

GEORGE’S RESTAURANT
Corner of Westchester Avenue & Crosby Avenue

SERVING THE FINEST FOOD FOR OVER 48 YEARS
NOW SERVING WHOLE WHEAT PASTA

WE DELIVER TO 

PELHAM BAY
THROGS NECK 

COUNTRY CLUB
$10 Minimum
For Delivery

Delivery Hours 
11am-9pm

LET US CATER YOUR NEXT EVENT - CURBSIDE PICK-UP!

SAUTE´ AND
PASTA DISHES

COME AND ENJOY OUR 
NEW SAUTE MENU!

SERVED
MONDAY - SATURDAY

FROM 4PM-9PM

EARLY BIRD

DINNER
SPECIALS

$10.95

SUNDAY - THURSDAY
3pm - 6pm

YOUR NEXT DELIVERY OF 

$20 OR MORE
$3OFF

Must Mention Coupon Offer While Ordering To Receive Discount And Present Upon 
Food Receipt. Not To Be Combined With Any Other Offer. Exp. 12/31/2018
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If you care for someone with 
Alzheimer’s or dementia, we 
haven’t forgotten your needs.
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R.A.I.N. Findlay House Senior Program held a ribbon-cutting ceremony on Monday, November 19 
at 1175 Findlay Avenue.

R.A.I.N. FINDLAY HOUSE SENIOR PROGRAM

(l-r) Juan Tavarez, Healthfi rst; Aurelia Greene; Assemblywoman Latoya Joyner; Council-
woman Vanessa Gibson; District Attorney Darcel Clark; Larcenia Walton, director of Senior 
Services of the Borough President’s Offi ce and Dr. Anderson Torres, RAIN CEO. 
 Photo by Edwin Soto

Assemblywoman Joyner (4th from l) and Councilwoman Gibson (3rd from r) presented 
checks to RAIN. Photo by Edwin Soto

RAIN, community and elected leaders were excited to cut the ribbon. 
 Photo by Edwin Soto

www.bxtimes.com

Borough President Ruben Diaz, Jr.; FreshDirect and local merchants hosted their fi fth annual 
Thanksgiving Turkey Distribution Event on Tuesday, November 20 at the Mott Haven Bar and Grill. 
FreshDirect donated 500 Thanksgiving turkeys to south Bronx residents which were distributed by 
volunteers.

FRESHDIRECT THANKSGIVING DONATION

Borough President Diaz (c) provided local families with some much needed holiday cheer. 
 Photo by Odette Scofi eld

Volunteers helped distribute Thanksgiving meals to local families in need. 
 Photo by Odette Scofi eld

(l-r) David McInerney, FreshDirect co-founder and CEO; Rosa Garcia, Mott Haven Bar and Grill 
owner and Diaz welcomed everyone to the community event. Photo by Odette Scofi eld
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Barefoot Folly serenaded the crowd for his fi nale. 
 Photo by Kasey Rodriguez

Birds member played an acoustic set for the crowd. 
 Photo by Kasey Rodriguez

Birds’ Duane sang during the band’s sooth-
ing acoustic set. Photo by Kasey Rodriguez

The Fox & King, Inc. presented ‘The Underground,’ a musical showcase of Bronx talent, on Friday, November 16 at the First Lutheran Church of Throggs Neck. The evening’s entertainment included live 
musical performances by local bands and artists Bryan Keith, Durieux, Lani Medina, The Drew Torres Trio, Francesca Savoy, Barefoot Folly, Irrenhaus, Birds, Another Astronaut, Wombmann, Zeyi, Synapses 
Firing, Tevin Morgan, Danny Leonard, Melinda May, Behind the Facade and John Black.

BRONX UNDERGROUND SHOWCASES LOCAL ROCK STARS

Students collected tons of non-perishable foods for families in need. 
 Photo courtesy of Fordham Prep

In honor of Thanksgiving, Fordham Prep raised approximately 28,000 pounds of food for the Great 
Ignatian Challenge, a competition with fi ve other Jesuit schools in the New York metro area.

FORDHAM PREP GREAT IGNATIAN CHALLENGE
With the holiday season approaching, Councilman Mark Gjonaj recently sponsored three Christmas 
Trees and planted them in parks located in Morris Park, City Island and Pelham Bay.

GJONAJ SPONSORS CHRISTMAS TREE PLANTINGS

Councilman Gjonaj (c) sponsored a Christmas tree planting at City Island. 
 Photo courtesy of Councilman Mark Gjonaj’s Offi ce

(l-r) David Greco, Mike’s Deli owner; Greg 
Bishop and Gjonaj (2nd from r) greeted 
shoppers. 
 Photo courtesy of Councilman Mark Gjonaj’s Offi ce

In honor of Small Business Saturday, Council-
man Mark Gjonaj joined NYC Small Business 
Commissioner Greg Bishop, Arthur Avenue Mar-
ket merchants and shoppers to celebrate small 
businesses and the impact they have on our 
communities.

GJONAJ 
CELEBRATES SMALL

 BUSINESS 
SATURDAY



BRONX TIMES REPORTER, NOVEMBER 30-DECEMBER 6, 201870    BTR



BRONX TIMES REPORTER, NOVEMBER 30-DECEMBER 6, 2018 71  BTR

The Kennedy High School Catholic Gaels played the Cardinal Spellman High School Pilots on 
Saturday, November 17 for the ‘A’ Championship. Spellman earned a 19 to 12 victory, securing 
the chip for the second year in a row.

SPELLMAN PILOTS WIN A CHAMPIONSHIP

Defense MVP # 34 Ethan Ortiz (l) and Offense MVP # 24 Kyle Maysonet proudly displayed 
their award plaques following the game. Photo by Fernando Justiniano

The Cardinal Spellman cheerleaders boosted team morale. Photo by Fernando Justiniano

Team, coaches and managers celebrated their victory on the fi eld. 
 Photo by Fernando Justiniano

(l-r) Luxury Cuts Luis Delgado, Guys and Dolls Tara Lane, Counsins Pizza Nat Giraldi and 
Luxury Cuts Georgie Santana helped veterans in need of some Thanksgiving cheer. 
 Photo courtesy of Cousins Pizza

In honor of Veterans Day and Thanksgiving, Cousins Pizza recently held a veterans turkey 
giveaway.

COUSINS PIZZA HOST VETERANS TURKEY GIVEAWAY

Stop & Shop manager Willie Rodriguez (2nd row, 5th from l) donated turkeys and gift boxes 
to the 49th Precinct’s Thanksgiving celebratory feast. Photo by Aracelis Batista

The 49th Precinct and 49th Precinct Community Council held a Thanksgiving Dinner and 
Giveaway on Tuesday, November 20.

49TH PRECINCT HOSTS THANKSGIVING DINNER

Assemblywoman Reyes (3rd from l) and her staff helped distribute meals to residents in 
need. Photo courtesy of NYCDCC

On Monday, November 19, the New York City & Vicinity District Council of Carpenters hosted 
a Turkey Drive in the south Bronx in coordination with Assemblyman Marcos Crespo to give 
a special Thanksgiving meal to families in need. The District Council donated 170 turkeys for 
families in the south Bronx and all other food items donated to be distributed by Assembly-
woman Karines Reyes’ offi ce on Wednesday, November 21 before the holiday.

NYCDCC DONATES THANKSGIVING TURKEYS



BRONX TIMES REPORTER, NOVEMBER 30-DECEMBER 6, 201872    BTR



BRONX TIMES REPORTER, NOVEMBER 30-DECEMBER 6, 2018 73  BTR

Heastie (c) and his staff helped residents prepare for Thanksgiving. 
 Photo courtesy of Assembly Speaker Carl Heastie’s Offi ce

With Thanksgiving approaching, Assembly Speaker Carl Heastie hosted his annual Thanksgiving 
Turkey Giveaway in the 83rd Assembly District.

HEASTIE DISTRIBUTES THANKSGIVING FEAST

Councilman King (l), rapper Dave East (c) and volunteers helped spread Thanksgiving cheer.
 Photo courtesy of Councilman Andy King’s Offi ce

Councilman Andy King, rapper Dave East and representatives from community and faith-based or-
ganizations distributed turkeys to the public for the holiday season.

KING GIVES OUT HOLIDAY TURKEYS

Fernandez (2nd from l) kept Bronxites fed this Thanksgiving season. 
 Photo courtesy of Assemblywoman Nathalia Fernandez’s Offi ce

Assemblywoman Nathalia Fernandez donated frozen turkeys courtesy of Precision Concierge Group 
to local community groups and residents who had signed up for a raffl e on Sunday, November 18.

FERNANDEZ DONATES PLUMP TURKEYS
Assemblywoman Nathalia Fernandez hosted a meeting at Bronx Psychiatric Center on Tuesday, No-
vember 20 to discuss the recent homelessness and mental health crisis which has risen in NYC.

FERNANDEZ HOLDS HOMELESS MEETING

Fernandez (r) raised awareness of the city’s recent homelessness and mental health crisis. 
 Photo courtesy of Assemblywoman Nathalia Fernandez’s Offi ce

Councilman King (2nd row, c) congratulated 
the Tigers on their 63 to 53 victory. 
 Photo courtesy of Councilman Andy King’s Offi ce

The inaugural Andy ‘Pops’ King, Jr. Invitational 
Battle of the Bronx Basketball Tournament was 
held on Firday, November 23 inside the Evander 
Childs High School Campus gymnasium with 
Evander Childs Tigers vs. the Morrisania High 
School Lions.

ANDY ‘POPS’ KING, JR.
 INVITATIONAL BATTLE 

OF THE BRONX 
BASKETBALL TOURNEY
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NCO police offi cers, public offi cials, Soundview Community Drug Free Coalition members 
and their partners enjoyed a productive meeting. Photo by Silvio Pacifi co

Soundview Community Drug Free Coalition held its monthly meeting on Tuesday, November 
20 at the Soundview Library. The coalition discussed its vaping/juuling initiative, listened 
to a data presentation by the NYC Department of Health and Mental Hygiene and discussed 
community outreach strategic planning.

SOUNDVIEW COMMUNITY DRUG FREE 
COALITION MEETS

(l-r) Melrose Senior Center members Rosa Caraballo, Rosaura Jiménez, Carmen Camacho, 
Sonia Perez, Jorge F. Ferrer and Virgen Galarza enjoyed celebrating the holiday together. 
 Photo by Edwin Soto

East Side House Settlement and Melrose Senior Center co-hosted a Thanksgiving Dinner 
celebration on Thursday, November 22 at 372 E. 152nd Street.

MELROSE SENIOR CENTER 
THANKGIVING CELEBRATION

The quadruplets are pictured with the doctors that cared for them at Montefi ore Health 
System. Photo courtesy of Montefi ore Health System

Michael, Christian, John and Samuel Aidoo, one-year-old quadruplets, celebrated their 
birthday at Montefi ore’s Jack D. Weiler Neonatal Intensive Care Unit on Thursday, November 
15. The babies were born at the hospital a year ago. Quadruplets are very rare, with only 
about 250 sets born in the country each year, according to Montefi ore. 

WEILER NICU HOSTS QUADRUPLETS BIRTHDAY PARTY
Under the organization of Dora Dekajlo, the Preston High School community donated 11,077 
pounds of non-perishable foods over the course of six weeks for the annual Thanksgiving 
Food Drive, surpassing their goal of 10,000 pounds and last year’s record of 9,000 pounds.

PRESTON’S RECORD-BREAKING FOOD DRIVE

Preston students helped families in need this Thanksgiving season. 
 Photo courtesy of Preston High School

Montefi ore’s Infectious Disease department 
representatives explained how widespread 
overuse of antibiotics has led to resistance 
known as ‘the super bug.’ 
 Photo courtesy of Montefi ore Health System

In light of Antibiotic Stewardship Week, 
Montefi ore’s Infectious Disease department 
hosted an educational event which included 
fun games and raffl es to raise awareness 
about appropriate use of antibiotics.

MONTE HELPS 
REDUCE THE
SUPER BUG
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New York's Premier
Personal Injury Firms
Consistently rated as one of the top personal injury law firms in New York

Millions Recoverd • Pay Us Nothing Until You Win

• Our clients all receive luxury car 
service to and from our luxurious 
offices.

• Each case is given undivided atten-
tion by the partners of the firm.

• Our partners are on the board of 
directors of the New York State Trial 
Lawyers Association as well as 
members of the Million Dollar Ad-
vocates Forum and Multi-Million 
Dollar Advocates Forum.

• Our support staff members are ex-
perienced and well-trained in their 
respective areas. They ensure that 
each client is never left with a ques-
tion unanswered.

• We hire the best in the field and 
work with top experts, specialists 
and investigators.

Call Today

(212) 742-0476

parischaikin.com

225 W. 34th Street, Suite 2202

(14 Penn Plaza) New York, NY 10122
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WE’LL FETCH IT FOR YOU
...and deliver to your home

Subscribe Today!

 cents

New owner: I’m developing wellness center

BRUCKNER DETOX 
CENTER OPPOSED

Continued on Page 67

Continued on Page 67

Westchester Square reels over vagrants

While Bronxites prepared 

to take a ‘bite out of crime’ 

at the annual August 1 Night 

Out Against Crime, one crook 

turned that around and took 

a bite out of a local merchant 

who tried to interrupt his 

thievery.A.M.A.F. Fashion business 

owner Abdul Sol felt more 

than an impact to his quality 

of life on the morning of Sun-

day, July 9, when a shoplifter 

tried to leave his store with 

a bag of clothing and Sol suf-

fered a severe bite on his left 

forearm and a dislocated right 

shoulder during a confronta-

tion with the man.
At his 25 Westchester 

Square store, Sol recalled how 

the shoplifter had on previous 

occasions been a paying cus-

tomer. 
“He spent money here, 

it’s not like I never saw him 

before,” Sol said. “He came 

around two or three months 

ago and bought a pair of 

shoes.”
But the Sunday of the as-

sault, the suspect asked for a 

shopping bag, grabbed stuff, 

and tried to leave, according 

to Sol. 
“I told him, ‘No, you can’t 

take my stuff.’”

A fi ght ensued and Sol said 

he “went to the ground with 

him. I hurt my shoulder. He 

took a big bite in my arm. I was 

at the hospital until 6 o’clock. I 

still have pain in my shoulder. 

I still can’t lift my left arm.”

Sol said he had seen the 

shoplifter associate with pa-

tients from the Bronx Psychi-

atric Center, so he fi gured he 

was a client.As Bronx Psychiatric Cen-

ter, on Waters Place, contin-

ues to release its patients on 

the street during the day, they 

interact with homeless people 

A sense of concern and out-

rage is brewing in Throggs 

Neck about a possible conver-

sion of an offi ce building into 

an unwanted use. 
Commercial tenants at 

2800 Bruckner Boulevard re-

ceived letters to vacate the 

property, and community 

leaders have formed a coali-

tion to fi ght a possible alcohol 

and drug rehab program. 

Complaints have been 

fi led with the city about beds 

being moved into the build-

ing or illegally converting it 

into a residential building, 

with some folks planning to 

take legal action against the 

landlord because they have 

leases, according to multiple 

sources. Homeowners and renters 

are also circulating petitions 

to protest what appears to be 

“a substance-abuse rehabili-

tation program recruiting 

staff” to work in the building 

and lack of community no-

tice or engagement on what 

may be sited at 2800 Bruckner 

Boulevard.  “The community is defi -

nitely mobilized,” said Steven 

Kaufman, an attorney who 

is leading the Throggs Neck 

Strong coalition looking into 

the matter, adding “I believe 

with mobilization, we might 

be able to stop what they want 

to do.” 
Tenants in the building 

say they got letters over the 

last two weeks telling them 

to vacate the building by 

September, said Bobby Jaen, 

Throggs Neck Merchants As-

sociation president and coali-

tion member. So far, at least 20 com-

plaints have been logged with 

the NYC Department of Build-

ings, including those concern-

ing “commercial space that is 

being turned into residential 

space” and those saying ten-

ants see “beds, dressers, mir-

rors and chairs,” being moved 

in.
As of press time, a meeting 

of the Throggs Neck Strong 

coalition has been planned 

for the Crosstown Diner on 

Thursday, August 3, with Jaen 

expecting around 125 people, 

following a lot of community 

organizing and petitioning 

that led to a forceful showing 

at an earlier impromptu meet-

ing on Friday, July 28. 

Anthony Mameli, Charles 

Ruttenberg Realty’s Bronx 

commercial real estate man-

ager, said the company was 

planning a grand opening for 

its new offi ce at the building 

Bronx Times Reporter
3604 East Tremont Avenue
Bronx, New York 10465

CUT AND MAIL

Name:
Address:

CUT AND MAIL

PLEASE MAKE CHECK OR MONEY ORDER PAYABLE TO:

Please send your resume and cover letter to jstern@cnglocal.com or call 718-260-8302

ADVERTISING SALES ACCOUNT EXECUTIVE
Full Time/Part Time

SCNG has a unique opportunity for a motivated and energetic individual.

The successful applicant will be selling advertising programs into New York City’s largest 
media network for print, digital, and events: Schneps Community News Group (SCNG).

RESPONSIBILITIES
- You will be selling print, digital, and event advertising campaigns.
- Proactively prospect and conduct sales presentations to potential advertisers within  
   your territory. 
- Represent SCNG at Events.
REQUIREMENTS
- Must be digitally savvy with proficient computer skills.
- Energetic personality.  - Good written and verbal communication skills.
- Use of a car and a valid drivers license.
FULL TIME POSITION PAYS
* Base Salary plus commission.  * 401K, medical, expenses and paid vacation.

Brooklyn Office: 1 MetroTech Center North, 10th Floor, Brooklyn, NY 11201
 Queens Office: 38-15 Bell Blvd, Bayside, NY 11361  Bronx Office: 3602 East Tremont Ave., Suite 205, Bronx, NY 10465

ARE YOU HUNGRY?

ANTIQUES & ESTATE BUYERS

ANTIQUE & ESTATE BUYERS
We buy anything old. One piece or house full. 

WILL TRAVEL. HOUSE CALLS.

ANTIQUE & ESTATE BUYERS
We buy anything old. One piece or house full. 

WILL TRAVEL. HOUSE CALLS.
WILL TRAVEL

ENTIRE
TRI-STATE!

FREE
Estimates!

We Pay $CASH$ For 
Paintings, Clocks, Watches, 
Estate Jewelry & Fine China, 

From Single Items 
to Entire Estates!
Coin & Stamp Collections

Costume Jewelry
Antique Furniture  Lamps
Bronzes  Paintings  Prints

Chinese & Japanese 
Artwork & Porcelain

Sports Collectibles 
Comic Books  Old Toys  Records
Cameras  Sterling Flatware Sets

HUMMELS & LLADROS

ANTIQUES & ESTATE BUYERS

TOP $ PAID
FOR JUDAICA
COLLECTIBLES

HOUSE
CALLS

MOVING orDOWNSIZING?CALL
US!

Top $ Paid
for Antique

Sterling!

Military
Collections

Wanted
Swords,
Knives,

Helmets, etc.

SEE OUR AD EVERY SUNDAY IN THE POST

SAME DAY  
SERVICE  

AVAILABLE

SERVING BRONX 
AND THE ENTIRE  
TRI-STATE AREA

516-974-6528516-974-6528

WILL TRAVEL. WE MAKE HOUSE CALLS.
1029 WEST JERICHO TURNPIKE, SMITHTOWN, L.I.

HOUSE 
CALLS

ASK FOR CHRISTOPHER
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7-Day 
Home 
Delivery
for only

$1.99
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20
weeks

HOME DELIVERY
SPECIAL OFFER!
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Loretta Zaino (seated, 2nd from l.) holds a check she received from the Sons of Italy’s Uguaglianza Northeast Bronx Lodge #83 at the 
group’s Wednesday, November 21. Pictured Also pictured are John Cerini, Vincent Buccieri and Linda Cerbone, lodge president. 
 Photo by Aracelis Batista

grateful to the Sons of Italy and all 
those who donated for making this 
year’s program possible. 

Zaino said that if the 11th hour fund-
ing hadn’t come through, she would 
have no choice but to shutter the pro-
gram, which costs at least $6,000 per 
year to run. She believes she can ac-
commodate 35 to 40 children this year. 

“In the past we never had a prob-
lem because Congressman Crowley 
and Senator Jeff Klein were in offi ce 
and we had the money we needed,” 
she said. “They are going to be sorely 
missed.” 

She credits Cerini with taking the 
‘bull by the horns’ when others could 
not come through with funding. 

“I thought who better to help out 
with an Italian cultural program than 
an Italian-American organization,” 
said Cerini. “In October, Loretta came 
to the membership meeting and per-
sonally appealed, and everyone could 
see it was a worthy cause.” 

Cerini said he thinks that pro-
grams like Primavera keep the Ital-
ian-American culture alive, sharing 
it with children who may be from di-
verse backgrounds. 

Cerini, who owns Capital Shield 
Agency, said he was impressed by 
what he saw when his own children at-
tended the program. 

They learned about how Italians 

Sons of Italy’s Uguaglianza NE Bronx save Primavera program
From page 1

celebrate traditional holidays, as well 
as about the food, music, dance and art 
of Italy, said Cerini. 

Fellow contributor Vincent Buc-
cieri, a former vice-president of the 
lodge, added that the program was 

actually fi rst started by former lodge 
president and late-Senator Guy Velella 

Buccieri, whose children also are 
Primavera alums and who personally 
donated to the cause as well, said that 
he saw signifi cant value for children of 

all cultures utilizing the program. 
“The children immerse themselves 

in the Italian culture through dance, 
music and cooking,” said Buccieri, 
who is the owner of Today Realty. 

“We’re treading in waters we’ve never been 
in before,” CB10 District Manager Matt Cruz. 
 File photo

Covenant House logo. Twitter

expressed by CB10 are the economic 
effects that Covenant House will have 
on Westchester Square and surround-
ing communities. 

Cruz specifi cally noted concerns 
about the new facility’s close proxim-
ity to The Pearly Gates Park on Trat-
man Avenue. 

That park has been subject to fre-
quent vandalism, dangerous gang ac-
tivity and shootings, hence concerns 
from CB about the Covenant House lo-
cation.

Covenant House is expected to meet 
with CB10, Gjonaj, Assemblyman Mi-
chael Benedetto and representatives 

Runaways settle in; Covenant House to open 40-bed Zerega facility
from the 45th Precinct to discuss com-
munity concerns, with an emphasis on 
safety issues. 

“We want to be fair and hear their 
side, we hope they intend to work with 
us and extend clear communication 
from here on,” Cruz said.

At it’s best, Covenant House will 
provide homeless youth with holistic 
supportive programming, including 
an onsite federally-qualifi ed health 
clinic; full-time psychiatric and psy-
chological services; a day treatment 
program; employment and education 
services including onsite GED and 
vocational classes; legal services; an 
anti-human traffi cking unit to provide 
expert support to affected youth; and a 
wide array of youth development activ-
ities including onsite recreational and 
fi tness programming and offsite trips.

Once adolescents complete the ap-
proximately 18-month program they 
can enter Covenant House’s transi-
tional living program while being 
phased into early adulthood. 

Called ‘Rights of Passage’, the pro-
gram is focused on serving young men 
and women in their efforts to establish 
a career, advance education, as well as 
secure permanent and stable housing. 

The Zerega location will receive 
federal support under the Joint Tran-
sitioned Rapid Rehousing Program.

The corner property was once used 
as a storage facility for patient records 
when Westchester Square Hospital 
was in operation.

Covenant House New York’s main 
base of operation is in Manhattan at 
460 W. 41st Street, adjacent to the Port 
Authority Bus Terminal for runaway 
teenagers. Many of the youth sched-
uled to occupy the St. Peters facility 
are also runaways who left their fam-
ilies because their sexual orientation 
was not accepted at home.

The Westchester Square location 
sits near a transit hub, where the Bx4, 
Bx4A, Bx21, and Bx31 all stop in addi-
tion to the #6 IRT line, providing excel-
lent mass transit options for the youth 
as they acquire employment.

“I think the transit options defi -
nitely played into the selection of this 

I think the transit 
options defi nitely played 

into the selection of  
this location.

Lisa Sorin
Executive Director, WSBID

location,” said executive director of 
the Westchester Square Business Im-
provement District Lisa Sorin.  

In addition to Covenant House’s 
Bronx expansion, the non-profi t also 
runs a homeless shelter in the south 
Bronx in Assemblywoman Carmen 
Arroyo’s district. Her district offi ce 
and Convenant House have had little-
to-no interaction since it opened, an 
Arroyo aide said.

From page 1
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WINSTON DINKINS
PRESIDENT / HEAD COACH
On Sunday, November 24th, 

Velocity Track Club New York 
competed at two meets the 
AAU Indoor Season Opener 
and the Foot Locker North-
east Championship!  The AAU 
Season Opener was held at the 
New Balance Track & Field 
Center – Armory. Every event 
held was competitive   Med-
als were only given to the top 
3 athletes in their event / divi-
sion.  Velocity Track Club NY 
came out with 26 athletes and 
delivered by winning 14 med-
als. The 14 medals consisted 
of (6 gold, 8 silver & 3 bronze). 
The following events were 
contested: 60 meters, 60 me-
ters hurdles, 200 meters, 400 
meters, 800 meters and 1-mile 
run. Also, the 4x200 meter re-
lay, high jump, long jump and 
shot put.  

The following athletes se-
cured medal in their respected 
races: Saniah Caldwell, (1-
mile Gold), Patience Burgess 
(1-mile Silver),  Brianna Bur-
rell (60m – Silver), Hannah 

Gadpalle, (60m – Silver), Jada 
Clarke (High Jump & Long 
Jump – Gold), Chloe Foster 
(Shot Put - Bronze), Saggi 
Hemmings (Long Jump – Sil-
ver), Micah Claxton (Long 
Jump – Bronze), Olyvia Bur-
rell, (Long Jump – Bronze).  
To close out the meet was the 
4x200 meter relay, which Han-
nah Defl orimonte, Ryan Jo-
seph, Sheyenne Blake and 
Savannah Minter won Silver 
medals. Congratulations to all 
that competed. 

The Foot Locker Northeast 
Championship at Van Cor-
tland Park had most of the 
best youth XC athletes from 
throughout the Northeast 
competing. The Northeast Re-
gion consist of Connecticut, 
Delaware, Maine, Maryland, 
Massachusetts, New Hamp-
shire, New Jersey, New York, 
Pennsylvania, Rhode Island, 
Vermont, Washington DC and 
citizens in Overseas Military 
Installations.  The top 25 ath-
letes earned medals in their 
respected races. Velocity had 
6 athletes competing at this 

meet and were able to mus-
cle out 3 medals.  The follow-
ing athletes earned medals:  
Ryann Joseph took 18th in 
the girls 1.8-mile run.  Pierce 
Parker took 10th in the boys 
1.8-mile run and Adeyemi Se-
nior took 19th place in the 
boys 1.8-mile run.  Congratu-
lation to all athletes, you are 
all winners!

Our next meets will be on 
Saturday, December 1st, the 
AAU Cross Country National 
Championship in Knoxville 
Tenn. and on Sunday, Decem-
ber 2nd, The New Jersey AAU 
Developmental Meet. Come 
out to see your future Olym-
pians! 

Velocity Track Club New 
York is a 501c3 Non-for profi t.  
100% of your donation will go 
towards helping our children. 
Please support our youths, so 
that they can continue to do 
great things! For additional 
information, you can go to 
our web site Velocitytrack.
org or contact Coach Winston 
Dinkins at 914-441-6196 or via 
email watclt@aol.com.  

Velocity Track Club New York

The Warriors Jr. Peewee 
and Peewee Divisions ended 
their seasons on Saturday No-
vember 24th at Cardinal Spell-
man HS in grand fashion as 
both divisional fi nal games 
were easily the best games of 
the season. Talk about saving 
it till the end, all four teams 
showed up to play their best  
and did not disappoint the 
many fans who showed up. 

Prior to each game Coach 
Willie Cawley of the CHSFL A 
Division Champion Spellman 
Pilots addressed the teams, 
emphasizing the importance 
of the day, of the teamwork and 
disciplines they have learned 
throughout the football sea-
son. The boys were reminded 
about the hard work that it 
took to get to this point and the 
tireless work of their VOLUN-
TEER coaches. 
JR PEEWEE TOURNAMENT 

TITLE GAME
In the Jr. Peewee game of 

the tournament fi nals, the 
undefeated top seed Cardinal 
Spellman Spartans faced off 
against the 3rd seeded Middle-
town Animal Clinic Ramblers. 
The atmosphere was electric, 
as the teams squared of on the 
beautiful turf fi eld. In the end, 
the Ramblers won 14-12 but 
there was much drama leading 
up to the fi nal score. Most dra-
matically, the Spartans scored 
with 30 seconds left to play and 
set up for a daring 2-point con-
version try at the 10 yard line. 
The Ramblers were up to the 
task and held on to the lead by 
stopping the attempt and re-
covered the onsides kick to end 
the game.

It was a Cinderella story 
that will always be remem-
bered by everyone in the Bronx 
Warriors Football League, as 
the Ramblers turned a winless 
season into a championship 
run by giving the once before 
undefeated Spartans their fi rst 
loss of the year in what was an 
epic championship match.    
The game ball was given to 
an unexpected player, who al-
though never played a snap all 
year round, his story has and 
will continue to inspire many. 
That player is #11 Julius “Sar-
coma Warrior” Lopez. Coach 
Tim reminded young Julius 
of the promise he made to him 
2 years ago, while he was bat-
tling cancer. The promise of 
winning the championship for 
him. That promise is now re-
alized and #11 is now and has 
always been a Champion. Of-
fensive Linemen of the game 
went to Evin “MTA” Noriega, 

Gio “Venom” Calo and Tristan 
“Bumblebee” Yepez for open-
ing up gaping holes for the 
running backs. Defensive 
Linemen of the game goes to 
Kwame “Groot” Josie and Ray 
“Venom” Tirado for wreaking 
havoc in the backfi eld. Defen-
sive players of the game goes to 
Tristan “Bumblebee” Yepez, 
Aydan “Antman” Ayala, Qwa-
miere “Smoking Joe” Fraser 
for their contribution on de-
fense. Players of the game goes 
to the 1,2,3 Kids. Jordan “Ice” 
Yepez who had 70 yards rush-
ing, massive tackles, blocks 
and scored an extra point. 
Tyler “Terminator” Laniyan 
who scored both touchdowns 
and ran for 60 yards. Tristan 
“Showtime” Robson for scor-
ing an extra point and explo-
sive play on defense. 

Nathaniel Cabrera lead the 
Spartans with 2 touchdowns. 
Maximus Ferran had 52 yards 
on the day. Aydin Mora had 44 
yards. The entire  team played 
great as they did all season, 
winning the division title. The 
Spartans suffered their fi rst 
defeat of the season as they 
were a 2 point conversion away 
from going into overtime. It 
was a great season overall go 
Spartans. 

PEEWEE TOURNAMENT 
TITLE GAME

As was the case in the Jr 
Peewee game, this was a bat-
tle royal, with the  2- seeded 
Jimmy Ryan’s Bronx Bar & 
Grill Rams defeating the top 
seed Schuyler Hill FH Javelins 
in overtime 19-18, sending the 
crowd into a frenzy. The Jav-
elin’s moved the ball well in 
the fi rst half but came up short 
on scoring. In the second half 
Devon Delone scored 3 touch-
downs but the Javelin’s fell 
short on extra points losing 
by 1 point to a well deserving 
Rams team.  The Javelin’s had 
an excellent season going un-
defeated in the regular season 
and winning the division title. 
It was a great effort by all.

 For the Rams QB Nico 
Bustamante after an injury 
scare opened up the score with 
the league leading 15th TD 
pass of the season to WR Luis 
Ferran after Kenneth Prince 
intercepted the Javelins QB. 
The Javelins tough defense 
stopped the Rams converting 
the extra point. The Javelins 
tied the game with 3 minutes 
left in the game but failed to 
convert the extra point for the 
win.

Going into Overtime the 

Warriors Tournament 
Post Weekend Finals

Continued on Page 86
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Javelins scored fi rst from the one yard 
line and missed on the  extra point at-
tempt. On the Rams possession QB Nico 
Bustamante hit WR Luis Ferran on a 
screen. WR Luis Ferran broke a tackle 
and was ruled down at the one yard. A 
QB sneak tied the game. The deciding 
extra point was scored by Nico Busta-
manteon on a bootleg keeper to the left 
side on a fake handoff to the RB send-
ing all the Rams parents into a frenzy.

This was a TOTAL TEAM EFFORT. 
Players of the game were TY Diaz 
Frankie Serrano.  Tommy Forliano. 
Jayden Diaz. Daniel Ortiz. Matthew 
Rodriguez.  Xavier Holloway. D’Angelo 
Cabrera. Maximus Rivera. Ephram 
Spillat.  Deon Gonzales. Kenneth 
Prince. Anthony Hernandez and Luis 
Ferran. They all contributed block-
ing on offense and tackling on defense. 
They were truly a team this year with 

a fi nal record of 8-3 with 5 shutouts for 
the season. Coach Miguel Bustamante 
would like to thank not only the play-
ers but also Coach David Diaz and 
coach Gabby Ortiz for their hard work 
because without them this would have 
not been possible. Thanks to the par-
ents for dedicating themselves to these 
kids and encouraging them to get bet-
ter and for the support that they show 
to our coaching staff. CONGRATULA-
TIONS TO THE RAMS AND THE JAV-
ELINS FOR A GREAT SEASON AND 
THANKS TO JOE DESIMONE FOR 
ANOTHER SUCCESSFUL SEASON 
AS THE PRESIDENT OF THE WAR-
RIORS ORGANIZATION. 

The Warriors Administrators 
thank all of the participants, their par-
ents and sponsors and of course CAR-
DINAL SPELLMAN HS  for the use of 
the facility and for their constant sup-
port of our programs.

Warriors Tournament 
Post Weekend Finals

from Page 85

The Bronx Times On-Line
Your world is 24/7... NOW so are we.

YOUR NEIGHBORHOOD - YOUR NEWS

POT of GOLD
Sherbee Antiques is a family-owned business that has been 

serving the tri-state area for over 60 years. 
We buy from the full contents of homes and estates 

to single items. We specialize in high-end goods such as 
antiques, art, fi ne porcelain, lighting, bronzes and sculptures. 

We have particular interest in fi ne jewelry, timepieces, 
diamonds, gold and silver. 

If you call we will come to you, free of charge, and evaluate 
what you are selling. We know the value of your possessions 
and are willing to pay top dollar on the spot. Please feel free 
to call seven days a week for a free same day consultation.

You may be sitting on a large fortune. 
Call Sherbee Antiques. They’ll tell you how much.

CALL TODAY 917-748-7622 OR 718-762-7448 
You’ll be glad you did.

Sherbee  Antiques
Est. 1940

BREAKFAST  
WITH  
SANTA! 

Saturday, December 15, 2018 
Session 1: 

9:00 am-11:00 am 
Session 2: 

11:30 am-1:30 pm 

Cost:  (Adults and *Children) 
YMCA Member: $15/per;  Non-Member: $20/per 
*Free for children 2 years and younger* 

The Nutcracker  

*Doors will close 15 minutes after session begins* 

Join us for holiday fun!  Enjoy breakfast or brunch, make an 
ornament, and take pics with Santa! 

Bronx YMCA 
2 Castle Hill Avenue 
Bronx, NY 10473 
(22) 912-2490 

Contact Tammy Nolasco, 
Tnolasco@ymcanyc.org 

This is a pre-registration event. Registration must  
be made at the Member Services Desk in advance.                 
Registration Deadline: December 9th  

The thought of Alzheimer’s disease can make people feel fear. Some people 
worry about getting Alzheimer’s in the future, others worry they might already 
have the disease. There are two steps you can take today that can ease the 
worry you may have about your own health or the health of a loved one. 

The first step is becoming educated about the early signs of Alzheimer’s 
disease.  Understanding the early signs may help lead to a quicker diagnosis. 
Much has already been written about Alzheimer’s disease, where the discussion 
tends to focus on early signs of memory loss and confusion. However, there are  
additional early signs that are not as well known. 

1)  Problems with language: repetition of questions or trouble finding the 
right word

2)  Poor judgment: making bad or impulsive decisions   

3)  Changes in mood or personality: having erratic or extreme emotions (such 
anger or fear) to situations, or noticeable changes in behavior or personality. 

4)  Withdrawal from social situations: losing interest or refusing to participate 
in social situations 

Please note: Early signs may vary with each person and do not appear all at 
the same time.  

The second step is making an appointment as soon as you can to talk to your 
doctor about your concerns. Your concerns may turn out to be a treatable 
condition not related to Alzheimer’s. But if there is cause for concern, getting an 
early diagnosis of Alzheimer’s can open doors to treatment options for symptoms 
and help prepare you for the road ahead. 

If you’re caring for someone who has, or who you believe has Alzheimer’s 
disease, please don’t hesitate to get help. You can start by contacting Sunnyside 
Community Services’ free Care NYC program at 1-877-577-9337.

Understanding the 
Early Signs of  
Alzheimer’s Disease
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57-01 Northern Blvd., Woodside, NY  
www.koeppelfordofwoodside.com

Sales: 929-203-9497  Service: 347-492-1951  Parts: 929-203-9037

#1 SELLING SUV
OVER THE LAST
28 YEARS.

“If you don’t buy a car from my
daddy, I’m going to be very sad!

If Koeppel's name (my daddy) isn't on
the back of your car, you paid too much."

That's how you
become America's
best-selling brand.

Quality caring for 82 years.

Lessee responsible for excess wear, tear, maintenance and repair. 10.5k mi., per year 20¢ thereafter with 720+ credit score. Must present ad at time of purchase. No prior deals applicable. Advertised offers cannot be combined. Must take in-stock units & immediate delivery.

New 2018 Ford
Explorer 4x4

$229
Auto, Air Conditioning, Bluetooth, SYNC

Communications & Entertainment System & More!

Lease 
Per Mo. 
36 Mos.

Stk#F180650 MSRP $35,620. Lease with $3999 down
plus first payment, tax, tags and $645 bank fee due at

inception. $0 security deposit required.
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Your One-Stop for Family Healthcare
Affordable, Comprehensive, High-Quaility Healthcare 

Accepting New Patients – Open Evenings

Services Include:
• Primary Care
• Physical Check-ups
• Immunizations
• Preventive Health Tests
• Treatment for Chronic Illnesses

Most Insurance Plans Accepted
(Medicaid/Commercial/Medicare/Union/VA)

Offering assistance for insurance coverage application
and/or assistance in self-pay-sliding-scale program for the uninsured

260 East 188th Street • 2021 Grand Concourse • 470 East Fordham Road • 4487 Third Avenue • 2101 Quarry Road • 2016 Bronxdale Avenue
718.220.2020          www.uchcbronx.org

PRIMARY HEALTHCARE for the ENTIRE FAMILY including
INFANTS/CHILDREN, ADOLESCENTS, ADULTS and SENIORS

2016 Bronxdale Ave.
Suite 301

718.220.2020
www.uchcbronx.org

Time:
Monday & Friday

8 am – 4 pm
Tuesday, Wednesday & Thursday

11 am – 7 pm

OPEN LATE


