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Community tired of unending traffi c snarls at 
the Unionport Bridge reconstruction project

Serving Up For VISIONS

BRIDGE WAIT

Continued on Page 55

Continued on Page 55

Group home approved for Quincy Ave.The Bronx’s very own ‘Wonder Women’ served up some action-
packed fun at VISIONS Bronx Advisory Board Celebrity Bartending 
Event on Thursday, July 19 at the Residence Inn by Marriott. 

(Above) ‘Wonder Women’ Roberta Gjonaj poured drinks for 
thirsty customers. See photo spread on page 27.  Photo by Silvio Pacifi co

BY ALEX MITCHELL
If you’ve been held up in 

traffi c at the Unionport Bridge 
lately, you’re not alone. 

The reconstruction project 
that started last February is 
not moving along to the com-
munity’s liking. 

One of the major culprits 
causing the gridlock is a lack 
of traffi c agents that were 
promised by the city agencies. 

According to community 
boards 9 and 10, a scarcity of 
traffi c agents is why none have 
been provided for this project. 

“The city has not kept its 
promise to our community,” 
said CB 10 district manager 
Matt Cruz. “Why promise 
something if you don’t have the 
resources?” he questioned.

“We’ve gotten so many 
complaints from residents, be-
ing that this project had fund-
ing allocated from community 
boards 9 and 10. This is in-
credibly frustrating,”  said CB 

9 district manager William Ri-
vera, adding that the backup 
leaves drivers sitting in traffi c 
for 45 minutes at a time. 

Rivera mentioned that con-
struction of a nearby NYC De-
partment of Health facility is 
also contributing to the traf-
fi c snarl. The DOH facility’s 
approval was contingent with 
the department obtaining traf-
fi c agents for the area, which 
according to Rivera, has not 
yet happened. 

He wrote a letter to the 
NYC Department of Planning, 
explaining the problem: “We 
request the applicant, the NYC 
Department of Mental Health 
& Mental Hygiene, assist Com-
munity Board 9, to petition, 
the New York City Police De-
partment, to implement Traf-
fi c Enforcement Agents at the 
intersections of Zerega Ave-
nue, between Bruckner Boule-
vard and the Cross Bronx Ex-
pressway,” the letter stated.

“As a result of the Union-
port Bridge replacement proj-
ect, these intersections are 
gridlocked during rush hour 
traffi c and on occasion the 
entire day. NYPD Traffi c En-
forcement Agents were bud-
geted and planned for the 
duration of this fi ve year con-
struction project on both sides 
of the Unionport Bridge. Yet, 
the project has started months 
ago and we have not been allo-
cated these assured resources. 
The absence of these much 
needed traffi c agents has ex-
acerbated congestion on both 
sides of the Unionport Bridge. 
The proposed site for this fa-
cility is located at 1235 Zerega 
Avenue, Bronx NY. Therefore, 
the applicant is not only a city 
agency but a stakeholder of 
our community and we believe 
they should assist us with this 
matter,” it concluded.

Bob Bieder, the 45th Pre

BY ALEX MITCHELL
The intent to purchase a 

group home for developmen-
tally disabled adults at 904 
Quincy Avenue was approved 
by Community Board 10 on 
Tuesday, July 24.

CB 10 voted 22-7 in favor of 
the home which will be under 
the control of Services for the 
Developmentally Challenged 
and overseen by NYS Offi ce 
for People with Developmen-
tal Disabilities.

The fair market value of 
the Quincy Avenue property, 
on the corner of Lafayeytte 
Avenue, was determined to be 

$735,000 according to a spokes-
man from SDC.

SDC intends to make 
$350,000 worth of renova-
tions to accommodate the six 
21-year-old male occupants. 
The one-family house will be 
manned by two to three SDC 
staff members at all times. 

No major renovations are 
planned for the house’s exte-
rior besides improvements to 
the existing driveway accord-
ing to SDC.

“The board ultimately fa-
vored this location because it 
has a good parking situation 
for the two mini-vans that will 

be parked on site. The prop-
erty is currently well main-
tained and has adequate [out-
door] space for its residents,” 
said CB 10 district manager 
Matt Cruz. 

He noted that there are 
over 30 group homes in CB 10 
and the board has received 
only one complaint. “They’ve 
been good neighbors,” Cruz 
added.

While the board over-
whelmingly supported the 
site, some community mem-
bers that attended the meeting 
showed mixed reactions to 
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Visit Our NEW Web-Site: www.reliablebronxdentist.com
Go To Our Blog To See Our Weekly Specials! 

Vist Our New Web-ite: www.reliablebronxdentist.com
For More Information Visit Us At 

www.bronxdentistny.com

(718) 547-5280
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BY ALEX MITCHELL
Have you ever wondered who 

paints some the elaborate murals 
around Yankee Stadium or other art-
work around the Bronx? 

He’s the borough’s own Andre 
Trenier and he’s got quite the port-
folio.  From doing mural work for 
the New York Yankees, Brooklyn 
Nets, Bronx Zoo and many more, 
the Kingsbridge native is raising 
the bar for artists everywhere, each 
day. 

His creative calling began at an 
early age.

“I was that kid that loved to draw,” 
said Andre. “I’d go through a thou-
sand notebooks of just sketches grow-
ing up, it was just my calling. It was 
at age 15 that I started with murals” 
the artist added.

Sneaker design and hip hop cul-
ture have always tied into Andre’s 
inspirations. 

He’ll turn a white pair of Nike’s 
into a masterpiece overnight or work 
up a mural of famous DJ Kool Herc in 
no time at all. 

Andre fostered his talent at the 
University of the Arts in Philadel-
phia. 

It was after college that he formed 
his relationship with the Yankees 
and began leaving his legacy on 
River Avenue. 

“I grew up loving the Yankees. 

Trenier’s artwork goes beyond his inspiring Yankees murals

Some of Andre’s murals outside of Yankee Stadium. Community News Group/ Alex Mitchell

Thurman Munson was always my 
favorite, getting the opportunity to 
paint his mural and so many others 
really was an outstanding experi-
ence,” Andre said. 

Some of the other Yankees-related 
murals he’s painted have been of Ro-
berto Clemente, Reggie Jackson and 
recently Aaron Judge.

Recently as part of the Bronx 
Zoo’s ‘Boogie Down’ program, Andre 
was called in for live painting demos 
and also had animals step in paint 

and then step on a canvas to ‘start a 
painting’ in which Andre and his col-
leagues fi nished on behalf of the crit-
ters.

Andre worked on two paintings: 
one started by a sea lion and another 
by a fl amingo.

Trenier knows that it’s up to him 
and his fellow artists to preserve and 
advance their culture.

“I know it sounds corny, but it re-
ally is on us to keep everything go-
ing,” said Andre.

One of the most touching works 
that Andre has been given great feed-
back on is his Melrose mural of him 
holding his son. 

“What I love about this is that no-
body knows that this is me,” said An-
dre. “People are just happy to see a 
positive representation of fatherhood 
and that makes me very happy to 
see,” he added.

He’s also very adamant about not 
being defi ned as a graffi ti artist.

“I’m not a graffi ti artist, I’m just 
an artist, there’s nothing different 
about my murals that you don’t see 
in conventional art,” said Andre.

“Picking up a can of spray paint 
doesn’t make you a graffi ti artist, 
they incorporate poetry and so many 
hip hop elements and more into their 
works, so I’m not comparable to those 
guys,” he added.

Andre recently fi nished design-
ing and paining artwork for a new 
hip hop themed restaurant called 
Beatstro on Alexander Avenue near 
Bruckner boulevard.

He’s also responsible for the 
Bronx’ Brewery’s front and back re-
vamping as well as painting some of 
its interior and designing cans for 
the brewery as well.

Andre’s latest work is a mural 
at The Point in Hunts Point of chil-
dren holding a banner that says “The 
Bronx is Breathing.”
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BoricuaCollege
A  T R A D I T I O N O F L E A R N I N G

BRONX CAMPUS
890 Washington Ave, Bronx, NY 10451

(bet 161st & 163rd Street)

The gateway to your 
future begins right here in 
our new Bronx campus!

BORICUA
COLLEGE

MASTERS / BACHELOR of SCIENCE / 

BACHELOR of ARTS / DEGREE PROGRAMS

ADMISSIONS OPEN /REGISTER NOW www.boricuacollege.edu

347 964-8600

NEW Associate of Science in Medical Assistant

The Bronx Times Reporter 
will publish your announce-
ments. Send announcements 
along with photo, to: Bronx 
Times Reporter, 3604 E. Trem-
ont Avenue, Bronx, NY 10465 
or e-mail Bronxtimes@aol.
com. Please include a phone 
number or a way to contact 
you in case of questions. 

Hello readers and wel-
come to another edition of 
Around Town! 

Fundraiser For Joe-Joe 

Annie Boller announces 
a fundraiser is being held for 
a little boy named Joe Joe 
who was diagnosed with Leu-
kemia earlier this summer.

Although Joe Joe and his 

family are remaining strong 
and in good spirits, the treat-
ments are very expensive and 
they could use some help. 

Legacy Studios NY, a 
photo studio, will be hosting 
$99 portrait photo sessions 
as well as raffl ing off many 
items that were generously 
donated by local merchants 
and friends from the commu-
nity. 

The event will include 
face-painting, snacks and 
family fun. 

The fundraiser takes place 
on Saturday, August 11 from 
noon to 6 p.m. at St. Theresa’s 

Gym at 2872 St. Theresa Av-
enue. 

All proceeds will go to-
wards helping this little boy’s 
family with expenses related 
to his care. 

For further information 
or to make an appointment 
for photography, call Mike 
Driscoll at (347) 880-1463. 
Walk-ins also welcome. 

The Throggs Neck Mer-
chants Association is also 
taking a collection at their 
upcoming annual golf event 
for the young boy, according 
to merchant president Bob 

Jaen. 

This is the busiest time 
of year for many in the 
Bronx.  

With their children out 
of school, it’s when many 
families choose to visit 
relatives and friends back 
home.

And whether they are 
visiting Puerto Rico or 
West Africa, the Domini-
can Republic or Bangla-
desh, there are things they 
need to consider before 

Vaccinate your child when visiting abroad
they go.

“Too many people fail to 
assess the risks for children 
traveling abroad, even when 
they are going to places they 
themselves grew up in,” says 
Dr. Tsoline Kojaoghianian, 
who runs the pediatric  travel 
clinic at SBH Health Sys-
tem (St. Barnabas Hospital).  
“While they may have immu-
nity from certain diseases, 
their children, who grew up 
here, don’t.  In addition, spend-

ing the time with friends and 
families in a rural area with 
stray dogs, unclean water and 
unpasteurized dairy rather 
than staying at a resort in a 
city or beach, can make a big 
difference.”

Dr. Kojaoghianian dis-
cusses with each patient the 
specifi cs of their travel plans 
before many recommenda-
tions.  “Many go to rural ar-
eas or very congested cities 
where everything from tu-

berculosis to malaria to 
rabies is prevalent,” she 
says.  “We give them the 
information, as well as 
the vaccinations, that will 
minimize their children’s 
exposure to parasites and 
food and airborne dis-
eases.   Malaria or typhoid 
can be fatal to a young 
child,  and parents need 
to know what they can do 
to make sure they return 
safely.”
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(917) 805-6334
TableauxMultimedia.com

 We are a team of creative & professional producers who are dedicated to making elite 
quality videos that help marketing departments and small businesses to tell their stories and 
attract a wider audience.

 We are a WMBE Certifi ed company.

 We have worked with small and large businesses, NYC agencies, artists and athletes in the 
United States and overseas.

 Our work has been shown in many facets of multimedia platforms including movie theaters 
in the USA and overseas.

A Corporate Production Company
Specializing In Video And Audio Production.
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BY PATRICK ROCCHIO
A billboard’s message is 

encouraging Bronxites to 
think about the origins of 
power. 

Visual artist Giovanni 
Valderas has placed a pi-
ñata-themed billboard on the 
Grand Concourse and East 
149th Street asking Latinx 
audiences in Spanish “Who’s 
the Boss?” or “Who Rules?”

The billboard has the text 
of the Latinx idiom ‘Quién 
Manda’ against the backdrop 
of a pink piñata, urging Span-
ish-speakers to think about 
the origins of political power 
and social power in commu-
nities.  

Valderas created the 
theme for the billboard – 
which he sees as a vehicle to 
develop a sense of urgency to 
drive voter turnout – as part 
of a larger project he worked 
on in Dallas, where he is an 
assistant gallery director at 
Kirk Hopper Fine Art.

“First and foremost I want 
Latinx individuals to know 
that I am talking to them, and 
the way ‘Quién Manda’ reads 
it could be a statement or a 
question,” he said. “I want 
them to think about who does 

Artist creates thought-provoking pinata-themed billboard

This work of art on a billboard at Grand Concourse and East 149th Street asks Latinx audiences who is really in 
charge or who the boss is in an effort to encourage voter participation and civic engagement. 
 Photo courtesy of Giovanni Valderas

rule, particularly as part 
of this current political cli-
mate.”

Valderas is hoping to en-
gage people who view his art-
work at the busy intersection 
and get them to visit his web-
site, giovannivalderas.com, 
where viewers are urged to 
send personalized e-post-
cards to their representatives 
in Congress.

The artist explains that 

these messages to our federal 
legislators can address is-
sues like Deferred Action for 
Childhood Arrivals (known 
as DACA), the DREAM act, op-
posing the separation of fami-
lies at the border between the 
United States and Mexico or 
any other current matter. 

“It is political action as 
well as a thought- provoking 
action,” he said. 

Valderas was able to place 

his artwork on the Grand 
Concourse billboard with the 
help of non-profi t organization 
14x48, which repurposes va-
cant billboards for public art 
space to create more opportu-
nities for emerging artists. 

The piñata backdrop on 
the billboard is something 
that is part of Valderas’ art-
work going back to his grad-
uate schooling, said the art-
ist, who explained that aside 

from being a fun party game 
today, piñatas were used by 
the Spanish conquistadors 
to indoctrinate indigenous 
peoples in order to rule them 
during the colonial period in 
Central and South America. 

“Pinatas were an indig-
enous custom that the Span-
ish used to get their message 
across in South America,” 
said Valderas, adding that 
Spanish colonialist rul-
ers would often incorporate 
western themes into piñatas, 
which were originally clay 
vessels, and use them to as-
similate and bring native pop-
ulations under their control.

“You might have a seven 
starred piñata for the seven 
deadly sins, and by hitting 
the piñata you were driving 
the sins away,” said Valderas, 
giving an example of how the 
Spanish used piñatas. 

As for the billboard itself, 
he hopes viewers will have 
the same kind of reaction 
many people have when they 
view a piñata: a chuckle, said 
the artist. 

“There is a slow reveal to 
it,” he said. “People will look 
at it and then they will realize 
what it is.”
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BY PATRICK ROCCHIO
Plans to renovate an iconic 

structure in the borough’s Lit-
tle Italy recently received a 
boost. 

Over $1.1 million in fund-
ing was announced to restore 
the historic Arthur Avenue 
Retail Market during a press 
conference that heralded the 
borough’s economic progress 
on Friday, July 20. 

Frank Franz, Belmont 
Business Improvement Dis-
trict board member and past 
director, said that the repairs 
to the physical plant at 2344 
Arthur Avenue in the heart of 
the borough’s Little Italy are 
very much needed. 

The market, which cur-
rently houses about 10 busi-
nesses, has not had a complete 
renovation since it opened in 
1940, only receiving a patch-
work of repairs over the years, 
he said.

“There has been a hodge-
podge of electrical and plumb-
ing work and it really doesn’t 
meet current requirements,” 
said Frank, adding “The mar-
ket is in a bad state of disre-
pair.” 

The announcement of 
funding, which includes $1 
million from Borough Presi-
dent Ruben Diaz, Jr. and over 
$100,000 from Councilman 
Ritchie Torres, came during a 
presentation of a report about 
the economy of the borough by 
NYS Comptroller Thomas Di-
Napoli. 

The facility, Franz said, is 
owned by the city through the 
NYC Economic Development 
Corporation.

He added that based on his 

Arthur Avenue Retail Market allocated renovation funding

Councilman Ritchie Torres (2nd 1) obtained $108,000 for The Arthur Avenue Retail Market renovations. With him are: Borough President Ruben Diaz, 
Jr., NYS Comptroller Thomas Di Napoli, Peter’s Market proprietor Mike Rella and Mike’s Deli owner Mike Greco. Photo by Silvio Pacifi co

understanding the mayor is 
supporting the project as well. 

“The infrastructure needs 
to be improved and so could 
the aesthetics of the market,” 
said Franz. 

Diaz couldn’t agree more. 
“The Arthur Avenue Re-

tail Market is one of the crown 
jewels of our city’s epicurean 
culture, and this funding will 
help renovate and modernize 
this historic structure and 
keep it vibrant and attractive 
for locals and residents alike,” 
said Diaz. 

The borough presidents’ al-
location came on the heels of 
a report by the Bronx Overall 
Economic Development Cor-

poration in 2017 called the Ar-
thur Avenue Market Study.  

Marlene Cintron, BOEDC 
president said she believes Di-
az’s funding can help expedite 
many of the improvements the 
study revealed. 

Torres said that the mar-
ket is a food-lover’s haven, and 
also a social gathering space, 
entertainment hall, economic 
engine, and serves countless 
purposes for both visitors and 
residents. 

“This funding will ensure 
the market is able to upgrade 
its infrastructure to meet the 
needs of its many visitors,” 
said Torres.

Mayor Fiorello La Guar-

dia opened the market to 
move pushcart vendors off 
Belmont’s streets, said Franz, 
who said that at one point the 
market had 50 to 60 vendors 
who would rent a stall the size 
of a pushcart by the week. 

The stands are still rented 
by the week, he said, but cur-
rently larger businesses lease 
more than one.

“You are not going to bring 
back 10’ by 10’ stands,” he said, 
adding “I think having more 
business as a throwback to 
an earlier concept would be a 

good thing.” 
Franz said he believes that 

EDC will work with the mar-
kets existing merchants.  

Franz added it is always 
great to see investment in the 
market, whether public or pri-
vate. 

“Together with the city’s 
investment, (Diaz’s) generous 
allocation will greatly support 
the modernization of the mar-
ket and pay homage to its rich 
history,” said James Patchett, 
president and CEO of EDC in 
a statement. 

NYS Comptroller Thomas DiNapoli and Borough President Ruben Diaz Jr. announced plans for the Arthur Av-
enue Retail Market rehabilitation at press conference on Friday, July 20. Photo by Silvio Pacifi co

As part of the press conference announcing the renovations, NYS Comp-
troller Thomas DiNapoli released a report on the borough’s economy. 
 Photo by Silvio Pacifi co
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When the Best Pediatric Services are 
in YOUR Community.

Our General & Specialized Pediatric 
Services are:

• Primary Care for Children and Teens
• Audiology • Behavioral Health

• Bilingual Speech Therapy • Dentistry
• Occupational Therapy • Optometry
• Orthodontics • Pediatric Neurology
• Physical Therapy • Vision Therapy

718.220.2020
www.uchcbronx.org

Hablamos Español

For more information or appointments, please call: 718.220.2020

• 260 East 188th Street • 2021 Grand Concourse
• 470 East Fordham Road • 4487 Third Avenue

• 2101 Quarry Road • 2016 Bronxdale Avenue | Suite 301

Everyone is Happy to Call it Their Healthcare Home.
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PERSON SHOT ON MORRIS PARK AVENUESIRECI 
Family Dental
Your Neighborhood Dentist Since 1983

C A R I N G    A F F O R D A B L E    P A I N L E S S

FREE 
CONSULTATIONS

COME VISIT US 
IN OUR NEW 

MODERN OFFICE

2861 BRUCKNER BLVD.  |  718-829-0455

GENERAL DENTISTRY  
SPECIALTY CARE

Your path to success starts at New York School of Career & Applied Studies (NYSCAS). 

Students like Nadine choose from more than 45 associate’s and bachelor’s
degree programs at seven convenient locations throughout the metro area. 

Choose NYSCAS. A division of Touro College.

MONEY magazine says Touro’s NYSCAS is #1.  
So do our students.

1.212.463.0400 x5500| NYSCAS.TOURO.EDU

Touro is an equal opportunity institution. For Touro’s complete Non-Discrimination Statement, visit www.touro.edu  *Touro College was named 
#1 in the Value-added all star category. MONEY is a registered trademark of Time Inc. and is used under license.  From MONEY Magazine, ©2017 

Time Inc.  Used under license.  MONEY and Time Inc. are not affiliated with, and do not endorse products or services of Touro College.

Nadine S. | B.S. NYSCAS ’18

Future Market Research Analyst

Police offi cers responded to a report of shooting in front of 520 Morris Park Avenue 
on Thursday, July 19 at around 10:15 p.m. According to police, an unidentifi ed man 
was removed who had shot himself and was transported to Jacobi Hospital in critical 
condition. The incident remains under investigation.                 Photo by Edwin Soto

40 Precinct
Sunday, July 15 at 11:10 p.m. -- Police re-

sponded to a report of an assault in front of 698 
Courtlandt Avenue. 

An individual approached an 81-year-old man 
from behind and punched him once in his face. 
The individuals fled on foot northbound on Court-
landt Avenue. 

The victim suffered some bruising and pain 
to his face. There was no interaction between the 
man and the individual before the assault. The 
individual is described as an Hispanic man with 
curly black hair. 

47 Precinct 
Sunday, July 22 at 11:30 p.m. -- Cops re-

ceived a report of an assault taking place near 
the corner of East 212nd Street and Tilden Av-
enue. They received a 911 call. When they got to 
the scene, they found a 25-year-old man with a 
gunshot wound to his right arm. 

The victim was treated and subsequently re-
leased at Jacobi Medical Center. 

48 Precinct  
Tuesday, July 17 at 1:45 p.m. -- Police re-

ceived a report that three armed men gained en-
try to East 178th Street and Monterey Avenue, 
where they bound two women with duct tape. 
They demanded money. When they victims told 
them there wasn’t any money in the house, they 
took an Andriod cellphone and fled the location in 
a late model black Chevrolet Suburban. The truck 
had at least one plate on it, which may have been 
a Pennsylvania plate. 

49 Precinct
Wednesday, July 18 at 4:20 a.m. -- Cops 

got a report that a robbery that occurred at a sub-
way station on the IRT #5 train line at East Gun Hill 
Road and Sexton Place. A 22-year-old man was 
waiting for a southbound train when he was ap-
proached by two unknown men. One of the men 
had a knife and demanded that the victim turn over 
his cell phone. The two individuals fled with the 
phone. No injuries were reported and surveillance 
video of the incident was obtained by police. 

S SSHOP OUR CLASSIFIED 
PAGES EVERY WEEK AND 

SAVE MONEY
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Rehabilitation

RN Supervisor - FullTime/Per Diem
LPN’s - (1199 Union Benefi ts) Full/Part/Per Diem - New Graduates Welcome

Apply: ppnhnursing@verizon.net

 RN Supervisor - Full Time/Per Diem
LPN's / CNA's (1199 Union Benefits) Full/Part/Per Diem - New Graduates Welcome

Apply: ppnhnursing@verizon.net
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LETTERS TO THE EDITOR

Thanks for
your help

Dear editor,
 I would like to openly 

thank our Councilman Mark 
Gjonaj and his staff, specifi -
cally Ish Gonzalez, for their 

Wake Up
Bronx GOP

Dear editor,
The Bronx GOP is doing a 

severe disservice to our com-
munity.  By abdicating their 
civic responsibility to run a 
slate of candidates they are 
not offering any alternatives 
to the hard-working men and 
women in our community who 
do not support the ultra lib-

eral views of the Democratic 
party.

Without real alternatives 
our neighborhood will end 
up being represented in Con-
gress by a socialist carpetbag-
ger from upstate who would 
rather campaign in Kansas 
than the Bronx.

We will have four more 
years of a governor who al-
legedly cannot see corrup-
tion when it is right under his 
nose; one who would rather 
grandstand than lead.

Wake up Bronx GOP and 
give the working people of the 
Bronx a real choice in Novem-
ber.

Joseph Russo

assistance in helping me with 
an issue that needed to be re-
solved. 

Thanks to them I was able 
to connect with department 
staff and open discussions to 
solve my issue.

It is comforting to know 
that we have elected offi cials 
who listen and act to help 
their constituents regardless 
of party affi liation. 

Thank you again Mark and 
Ish.

Stephen Franciosa

WE’LL FETCH IT FOR YOU
...and deliver to your home

Subscribe Today!

 cents

New owner: I’m developing wellness center

BRUCKNER DETOX 
CENTER OPPOSED

Continued on Page 67
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Westchester Square reels over vagrants

While Bronxites prepared 

to take a ‘bite out of crime’ 

at the annual August 1 Night 

Out Against Crime, one crook 

turned that around and took 

a bite out of a local merchant 

who tried to interrupt his 

thievery.A.M.A.F. Fashion business 

owner Abdul Sol felt more 

than an impact to his quality 

of life on the morning of Sun-

day, July 9, when a shoplifter 

tried to leave his store with 

a bag of clothing and Sol suf-

fered a severe bite on his left 

forearm and a dislocated right 

shoulder during a confronta-

tion with the man.
At his 25 Westchester 

Square store, Sol recalled how 

the shoplifter had on previous 

occasions been a paying cus-

tomer. 
“He spent money here, 

it’s not like I never saw him 

before,” Sol said. “He came 

around two or three months 

ago and bought a pair of 

shoes.”
But the Sunday of the as-

sault, the suspect asked for a 

shopping bag, grabbed stuff, 

and tried to leave, according 

to Sol. 
“I told him, ‘No, you can’t 

take my stuff.’”

A fi ght ensued and Sol said 

he “went to the ground with 

him. I hurt my shoulder. He 

took a big bite in my arm. I was 

at the hospital until 6 o’clock. I 

still have pain in my shoulder. 

I still can’t lift my left arm.”

Sol said he had seen the 

shoplifter associate with pa-

tients from the Bronx Psychi-

atric Center, so he fi gured he 

was a client.As Bronx Psychiatric Cen-

ter, on Waters Place, contin-

ues to release its patients on 

the street during the day, they 

interact with homeless people 

A sense of concern and out-

rage is brewing in Throggs 

Neck about a possible conver-

sion of an offi ce building into 

an unwanted use. 
Commercial tenants at 

2800 Bruckner Boulevard re-

ceived letters to vacate the 

property, and community 

leaders have formed a coali-

tion to fi ght a possible alcohol 

and drug rehab program. 

Complaints have been 

fi led with the city about beds 

being moved into the build-

ing or illegally converting it 

into a residential building, 

with some folks planning to 

take legal action against the 

landlord because they have 

leases, according to multiple 

sources. Homeowners and renters 

are also circulating petitions 

to protest what appears to be 

“a substance-abuse rehabili-

tation program recruiting 

staff” to work in the building 

and lack of community no-

tice or engagement on what 

may be sited at 2800 Bruckner 

Boulevard.  “The community is defi -

nitely mobilized,” said Steven 

Kaufman, an attorney who 

is leading the Throggs Neck 

Strong coalition looking into 

the matter, adding “I believe 

with mobilization, we might 

be able to stop what they want 

to do.” 
Tenants in the building 

say they got letters over the 

last two weeks telling them 

to vacate the building by 

September, said Bobby Jaen, 

Throggs Neck Merchants As-

sociation president and coali-

tion member. So far, at least 20 com-

plaints have been logged with 

the NYC Department of Build-

ings, including those concern-

ing “commercial space that is 

being turned into residential 

space” and those saying ten-

ants see “beds, dressers, mir-

rors and chairs,” being moved 

in.
As of press time, a meeting 

of the Throggs Neck Strong 

coalition has been planned 

for the Crosstown Diner on 

Thursday, August 3, with Jaen 

expecting around 125 people, 

following a lot of community 

organizing and petitioning 

that led to a forceful showing 

at an earlier impromptu meet-

ing on Friday, July 28. 

Anthony Mameli, Charles 

Ruttenberg Realty’s Bronx 

commercial real estate man-

ager, said the company was 

planning a grand opening for 

its new offi ce at the building 

Bronx Times Reporter

Bronx, New York 10465
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The mural depicting the Battle of Pell’s Point. Courtesy of Borough President’s Offi ce

BY ALEX MITCHELL
There’s much more to Bronx 

history than the NY Yankees 
and Borough President Ruben 
Diaz Jr, wants that to be known. 
He and the Bronx County His-
torical Society have partnered 
on a new publication highlight-
ing the historic artwork within 
The Bronx County Building.

“The Bronx County Build-
ing’s Historic Murals: An Ar-
tistic Legacy,” a joint publica-
tion of both The Bronx County 
Historical Society and the 
Bronx Borough President’s Of-
fi ce, provides an in-depth ex-
amination of the artistic value 
of the historic Bronx County 
Building, as well as the re-
cently restored murals that de-
pict the Bronx’s settlement and 
early growth that hang in Vet-
erans’ Memorial Hall.

Bronx Borough Historian 
Lloyd Ultan wrote this art and 
history buffer with its photos 
done by award-winning photog-
rapher Robert Benimoff.

“The story of the artwork in 
the Bronx County building has 
never been explored before. 
The murals are an artistic and 
historic treasure. The artist 
was a major muralist in his 
day and the murals depict four 

Borough president, historical society show off Bronx murals

incidents in the development 
of the Bronx. They deserve to 
be seen and appreciated,” said 
Ultan.

One of the murals depicts 
the Revolutionary War battle 
of Pell’s Point (currently in 
Pelham Bay Park), where 750 
colonists held off 4,000 British 
infantrymen giving George 
Washington enough time to 
evacuate from northern Man-
hattan prior to the Battle of 
White Plains.

“That saved the American 
Revolution. We would all be 
singing God Save the Queen 

if Washington wasn’t able to 
evacuate Manhattan,” said 
Ultan. “Besides some history 
buffs, not many know the his-
tory that the Bronx played into 
the war and much more, I truly 
hope that this helps spread that 
knowledge and spotlights the 
borough properly,” the histo-
rian added.

The other murals depict 
historic events such as: Jonas 
Bronck settling in the area 
around the Bronx River during 
the 1600s, the fi rst county court 
meeting, as well as George 
Washington’s departure from 

the Van Courtlandt house, 
which signifi ed the fi nal acts of 
the American Revolution.

“This publication offers a 
wonderful look at the artistry 
and history within The Bronx 
County Building, and I am 
proud to have partnered with 
the Bronx County Historical 
Society, Professor Ultan and 
Mr. Benimoff on its publica-
tion,” said Diaz.

These murals had been 
damaged during the recon-
struction in the building in 
2010, and were restored in part-
nership with the NYC Depart-

ment of Citywide Administra-
tive Services. 

The restored works were un-
veiled last year at a celebration 
to kick-off Bronx Week 2017.

Each photo represents the 
fi rst time in the public record 
that these murals were photo-
graphed in their original state 
without the intrusion of col-
umns. 

This publication can be 
viewed online at the city’s 
website, while hard copies are 
available at the borough pres-
ident’s offi ce and the Bronx 
County Historical Society.
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BY PATRICK ROCCHIO
One of the east Bronx’s 

most successful community 
leaders is passing the baton. 

Michael McNerney, a for-
mer U.S. Marine who led the 
Country Club Civic Associa-
tion as its president since 2014 
declined another term as pres-
ident of the organization.

He cited the need to focus 
on possible upcoming job op-
portunities for his decision.

McNerney made the an-
nouncement during the June 
CCCA meeting after running 
unopposed for another two-
year term, and told the Bronx 
Times that he didn’t want to do 
half a job given the time-con-
suming career opportunities 
he foresees on the horizon. 

He said he plans on remain-
ing an active CCCA member 
and is interested in securing 
another position on the execu-
tive board. He added he would 
help with the organization 
as it pivots to a still undeter-
mined permanent leader.  

McNerney said that the 
membership encouraged him 

CCCA president to focus on 
career, declines third term

to stay as president, and that it 
was a really diffi cult decision 
for him to make. 

“It was never my intention 
to fi ll the presidential position 
for a long term basis,” said 
McNerney. “I simply felt four 
years ago there were things I 
could do to improve both the 
CCCA, and Country Club com-
munity at large.”

Among the innovations 
that McNerney developed was 
the popular annual neighbor-
hood cleanup and a program 
called ‘Light Up the Night’, 
which encourages homeown-
ers to install outside lighting 
in peripheral areas of their 
homes to discourage crime at 
night. 

He was also instrumental 
in rallying the organization’s 
membership in successfully 
petitioning the Department of 
State to create a non-solicita-
tion zone in Country Club for 
homeowners who did not wish 
to receive real estate solicita-
tions.

Beginning in 2018, home-
owners can opt out of receiv-

ing solicitations for fi ve yeas. 
McNerney said that he be-

lieves his biggest accomplish-
ment during his four-year ten-
ure was that the group was 
able to restore its membership. 

“We now have a true sys-
tem of checks and balances,” 
said McNerney, adding “That 
is why we have some of the 
best attended civic meetings 
in the Bronx.”

The CCCA leader said that 
members of the organization 
are showed respect, and their 
opinions and concerns are not 
only discussed for the purpose 
of conversation, but are fully 
entertained by the executive 
board in determining fi nal 
outcomes. 

“It is the membership that 
runs the organization,” stated 
McNerney, adding he was able 
to bring the association back 
to being “grassroots minded” 
and reaching out to support 
neighboring communities 
more often. 

“We also got away from con-
centrating on topics that were 
well beyond our control,” he 

said. “Rather, we took on local 
assignments that as a civic or-
ganization we had actual infl u-
ence and the authority to rem-
edy.” 

Arlene Grauer, who was 
CCCA vice president, will 
serve as acting president as 
per the organization’s bylaws. 

Grauer had words of praise 
for McNerney’s leadership. 

“He had tremendous en-
ergy, he knew what he wanted 
to do and had strong feelings 
about it,” said Grauer. “He is a 
strong leader and there are no 
two ways about it: he turned 
the civic around.”

Before becoming president, 
McNerney was vice president 
of the organization for two 
years. 

Michael McNerney, the outgoing Country Club Civic Association presi-
dent, has had several years of successes.
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Grand
Opening

BY ALEX MITCHELL
A brand new restaurant in the 

south Bronx is dedicated to paying 
homage to the roots of classic hip-hop 
in the borough and all around. 

Naturally, it’s called Beatstro.
“We wanted to keep the aesthetic 

very nostalgic but modern, it’s 
something that’s hard to pull off,” 
said Beatstro’s co-owner Alfredo 
Angueira. 

As far as nostalgia goes, the front 
of the 135 Alexander Avenue eatery 
is designed to replicate a record shop 
from the 1970s. 

It’s only after you pass through a 
black curtain that the hip-hop speak-
easy’s retro-modern design is seen, 
heard, and tasted. 

Antique furniture sits under-
neath huge crystal chandeliers while 
the wall art is themed to the Bronx of 
the 1970s. 

Famous photos of the Bronx and 
hip hop’s early days from Joe Conzo 
hang near murals of rappers and 
teens of the 70s painted by local art-
ists such as Andre Trenier. 

“It’s got a familiar feeling like it’s 
your grandma’s house, but it’s like 
your grandma was super cool,” said 
Angueira. 

Some of that ‘super cool’ feel is 
showcased in the wall of solid gold 
speakers towards the restaurant’s 
rear.

More than Beatstro having a 
unique style, it has a unique atten-
tion to detail.   

“When I came in to do the proj-

ect I was very excited, I wanted to 
make everything right. We even did 
research on what color and kind of 
shag rug a kid would have during the 
70s in the Bronx,” said Trenier.

“With the subway mural, I wanted 
to know how high the train’s un-
dercarriage would be, I wanted ev-
erything to be simply spot on,” he 
added.

“Andre was in here for about two 
and half months before we opened,” 
Angueira said as he pointed out that 
the dish racks beneath the subway 
mural were meant to appear as the 
train’s bottom.

While Beatstro may not have typi-
cal ‘artifacts,’ it does have a replica of 
Grandmaster Flash’s original turn-
tables hanging in the front alongside 
records across many genres of mu-
sic. 

“This isn’t just about hip hop, it’s 
about appreciating all music espe-
cially of the 1970s and 80s,” Angueira 
said.

As far as cuisine goes, it also pays 
homage to Bronx roots. 

“When people eat here we want 
them to taste the 70s and 80s as well. 
We want people to have what people 
ate in the Bronx at that time and ex-
perience the food’s unique ethnic-
ity, we have southern dishes, Puerto 
Rican dishes, and of course some 
modern stuff mixed in as well,” said 
Angueira. 

Some of Beatstro’s boogie down 

‘Beatstro’ restaurant pays 
homage to Bronx, hip hop roots

One of Andre Trenier’s murals featuring other artists’ tags in Beatstro. 
 Community News Group/ Alex Mitchell

Continued on page 54
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Community

BY PATRICK ROCCHIO
One of the borough’s institutions of 

higher education has its fi rst changing 
of the guard in over a decade. 

Metropolitan College of New York, 
which opened a new 26,000-square-foot 
extension campus in the Hub in 2016, 
has installed a new president. 

Since selecting Joanne Passaro to 
replace Vinton Thompson, the school 
has reaffi rmed its commitment to the 
borough to serve non-traditional adult 
students who are attending college to 
improve occupational opportunities. 

Passaro, who has a doctorate in 
Cultural Anthropology, said that she 
recalls being a non-traditional student 
herself.

She was the fi rst to win a full schol-
arship to Duke University, the college 
from which she gradated from when 
she was 30-years-old. 

Passaro said it was challenging be-
ing a low-income adult college student, 
though she was more privileged than 
many of the MCNY students. 

One of Duke’s big draws was that it 
was a mile and a half from where she 
lived, explaining she was concerned 
that her Volkswagen wasn’t running 

Joanne Passaro selected to 
lead MCNY’s Hub campus

well enough to attended a state college 
that was further away. 

“I struggled from all of the same 
doubts about my ability to complete a 
college education and fears and confu-
sion about how to go about it, like all 
adult students do,” said Passaro. 

This kind of experience shaped her 
as she leads a student population that 
is 70 percent women and 80 percent 
black and Hispanic. 

She believes that adult students 
have life experience which enriches 
their education. 

She eventually earned a Ph.D at 
Duke, and held a number of positions 
in academia, including as a professor 
at Clarkson University in Potsdam, 
NY and as a special assistant to the 
provost at Mercy College.  

When a position was fi rst adver-
tised for the MCNY presidency, she 
was happily serving as the Provost at 
Carroll University in Wisconsin, and 
wasn’t interested in changing posi-
tions. 

Her decision to apply only came af-
ter she saw how MCNY “served adults 
in a way that helped them improve 
their own lives and empower them to 

make the community and their work-
places stronger.”

“We believe that adult students 
thrive in the kinds of contexts that 
we provide that integrate their profes-
sional lives with their  classroom expe-
riences, and when they understand the 
purpose for their learning,” she said. 

The school requires a ‘constructive 
action’ every semester, which requires 
a specifi c integration project involving 
the needs of the community or work-
place for each student, said the presi-
dent

The Bronx campus includes every 
kind of support for students and pro-
gram that the lower Manhattan main 
campus offers. 

“Our Bronx campus has become a 
hub,” said Passaro, adding that they 
are moving forward by strengthening 
ties and connections to borough insti-
tutions and leaders. 

These include the Third Avenue 
Business Improvement District, South 
Bronx Overall Economic Development 
Corporation, Borough President Ru-
ben Diaz, Jr., Directions For Our Youth 
and Assemblyman Michael Blake, Pas-
saro explained. 

MCNY is seeing human services 
fl ourishing in the borough, and this is 
one of the reasons why they are forg-
ing such strong partnerships with 
community organizations.

For more info about MCNY visit 
mcny.edu. 

Dr. Joanne Passaro is MCNY’s sixth presi-
dent. Photo courtesy of MCNY
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BY ROBERT WIRSING
Bronxites honored a dedicated bas-

ketball coach’s service to his nation 
and community.

Councilman Andy King joined his 
family, friends and the entire north-
east Bronx community in commem-
orating his late father Andy ‘Pops’ 
King, Jr.’s legacy at a street co-naming 
ceremony on Saturday, July 14.

The southeast corner of East 215th 
Street and Barnes Avenue was re-
named ‘Andy ‘Pops’ King, Jr. Way’ for 
the beloved coach, veteran and com-
munity leader.

“My dad raised his family and 
a community from a house here at 
this corner and this park across the 
street,” the councilman said. “I know 
he is looking down at us with a smile 
and we miss him.”

Andy D. King, Jr. was born to An-
drew D. King, Sr. and Bethesda Cum-
mings King on January 3, 1937 in 
Brunswick, GA.

The three-letter man played varsity 
football, basketball and track and fi eld 
for Risley High School’s Class of 1957.

King, Jr. briefl y attended college in 
Georgia prior to enlisting in the U.S. 
Army in 1959.

While stationed in Korea from 1959 
to 1961, he also represented the Army 
as a player/coach on its basketball and 
football teams.

Following his service, King, Jr. re-
sided in Williamsbridge with his wife 
Bernice, of 55 years.

He was employed as a supervisor 

for Revlon Cosmetics and Healthcare 
in NYC.

In the early 1970s, he founded the 
community-based Kings 5 basketball 
team.

The organization helped neighbor-
hood youth stay off the city street cor-
ners by providing them recreational 
activity, boosting their morale and 
cultivating their leadership skills.

Kings 5 offered weekly meetings for 
youth to receive school tutoring and 
motivational coaching.

King, Jr. fi nanced trips outside of 
the borough allowing participants to 
meet professional basketball players 
and business role models.

He established a safe haven for bul-
lied youth and his coaches were always 
on hand to counsel troubled youth.

Kings 5 competed in champion-
ship tournaments across the city and 
Westchester County including the 
Holcomb Rucker Basketball League, 
Mount Vernon Fourth Street Summer 
League and the Runyon Heights Bas-
ketball League, among others.

Kings 5, which included over 10,000 
youths and young adults from ages 8 to 
40, was the longest running basketball 
program to exist in the northeast Bronx 
between the early 1970s to late 1980s.

The organization practiced and 
played out of Olinville Park, known 
today as the Agnes Haywood Play-
ground.

In July 2016, King, Jr. joined his son 
Councilman King in dedicating the 
intersection of East 216th Street and 
Barnes Avenue as ‘Kings 5 Way.’

He passed away on October 8, 2017 
at 80-years-old.

“Everybody’s got a Pops story, but 
mine is special because I’m my moth-
er’s son,” expressed Michael Hill. “He 
raised me as his own since day one; 
he was never my stepfather, he was al-
ways my Pops.”

King, Jr. is survived by his wife; 
their four children Michael Hill, 
Councilman Andy King III, Lisa King 
and Terrance Daniel King and his 
sisters Clara Axson and Mary Trim-
mings.

Street renamed for Kings 5 
founder, Andy ‘Pops’ King, Jr.

The King family, friends, elected offi cials and community leaders honored the late Andy 
‘Pops’ King, Jr. with a heartfelt street co-naming ceremony. 
 Photo by Silvio Pacifi co

My dad raised his 
family and a community 

from a house here at 
this corner and this park 

across the street.
Andy King
Councilman
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Advanced care planning by Healthy Seniors CliCC

Do you need help get-
ting to and from your 
medical appointments?  

Transportation Ser-
vices are available to se-
niors Monday through 
Friday, 8 a.m. to 4 p.m., in 
community boards 9, 10, 
11 and 12.

• Door-to-door service 
for all medical appoint-
ments

Transportation services 
available for seniors

• Courteous, profes-
sional drivers

• Clean vehicles
• Handicap accessibil-

ity, including wheelchair 
lifts 

For further informa-
tion, call Mildred Car-
dona, program director 
of the R.A.I.N. Transpor-
tation Program at (718) 
882-8513. 

Preston Center of 
Compassion will be 
holding its 9th Annual 
Dinner and Fundraiser 
to support the center 
and its programs.  

The dinner will be 
held on Thursday, Au-
gust 2. at the Preston 
Campus, which is  over-
looking the East River.  

Tickets are $60 er 
person and may be pur-
chased by contacting 
the center at (718) 892-
8977.  

Raffl e tickets are 
also available for $25 
each.  

The event is spon-

Preston Center of 
Compassion’s 9th Annual 

Dinner/Fundraiser
sored by Outback 
Steakhouse, Bronx New 
York.

Preston Center of 
Compassion opened in 
1991 and is a welcoming 
community and place 
of compassion that pro-
vides education, coun-
seling, spirituality, 
mentoring, leadership 
and empowerment pro-
grams and services for 
Bronx women, children 
and families who are 
most in need.  

Additional informa-
tion is available at the 
www.prestoncenterof-
compassion.org

Advanced care plan-
ning is important at 
any age, but especially 
so for older adults. A 
medical emergency can 
spring up at any mo-
ment that may necessi-
tate someone else mak-
ing medical decisions 
on your behalf. 

Advanced care plan-
ning is the process of 
learning about impor-
tant health care deci-

sions that might need 
to be made when one is 
ill, or nearing the end of 
life. It is the process of 
considering these deci-
sions ahead of time, and 
consulting with your 
family, friends, and 
health care provider 
about these decisions. 

There are a number 
of life-sustaining pro-
cedures that are avail-
able. It is important to 

obtain more informa-
tion on these interven-
tions to know whether 
you would accept such 
treatments. A few of 
these options are listed 
below:

CPR (Cardiopulmo-
nary resuscitation): 
might restore your 
heartbeat if your heart 
stops or you are experi-
encing a life-threaten-
ing abnormal rhythm.  

Sometimes ribs are bro-
ken or lungs collapse in 
the process of CPR. CPR 
is not always success-
ful in older adults who 
suffer from chronic ill-
nesses or who are very 
frail. 

Mechanical Venti-
lators: Machines that 
bring oxygen into the 
lungs and assist with 
the exhalation of car-
bon dioxide.

Artifi cial nutrition 
and hydration: The use 
of tubes through the 
nose or stomach to ad-
minister nutrients/
fl uids to a patient or 
an intravenous line to 
provide fl uids for hy-
dration. Studies have 
shown that artifi cial nu-
trition toward the end 
of life does not mean-
ingfully prolong life.

Living will. A living 
will is a written docu-
ment that helps you tell 
doctors how you want 
to be treated if you are 
dying or unconscious 
and cannot make your 
own decisions about 
treatment. In a living 
will, you can say which 
of the procedures you 
would want, which ones 
you wouldn’t want, and 
under which conditions 

each of your choices ap-
plies.

Durable power of at-
torney for health care. 
A durable power of at-
torney for health care is 
a legal document nam-
ing a healthcare proxy, 
someone to make medi-
cal decisions for you at 
times when you are un-
able to do so. Your proxy 
should be familiar with 
your values and wishes. 
This means that he or 
she will be able to de-
cide as you would when 
treatment decisions 
need to be made. 

Brought to you by 
Montefi ore Medical 
Group, R.A.I.N. and the 
Hartford Institute for 
Geriatric Nursing @ 
NYU, based on material 
from the National Insti-
tutes of Health

BY JAMES HARNEY
These cyclists 

are taking the ride 
of a lifetime — to 
save others’ lives.

More than 150 bi-
cyclists from around 
the world will pedal 
their two-wheelers 
on a seven-day, 546-
mile journey across 
New York State this 
month on a single 
mission: to deal a 
death blow to can-
cer.

Athletes in the 
fi fth-annual Em-
pire State Ride each 
raised a minimum 
of $3,500 to benefi t 
cancer research in 
order to participate 
in the trek, which a 
rider from Brooklyn 
praised as a worthy 
tribute to patients 
battling the too-of-
ten-deadly disease.

“We all know 
someone who has 
been affected by 
cancer,” said Phil 
Zodda. “This last 
year I lost a niece at 
just 39 years of age, 
and I have a cousin 
and a niece who 
fi ght daily for their 
quality of life. I want 
to honor them all, 
and give of myself in 
a meaningful way to 
help fi nd a cure for 
cancer.”

Cyclists from as 
far as California 
and the Virgin Is-
lands will convene 
at Staten Island’s 
Wagner College on 
the morning of July 
29, before hopping 
on a ferry to Man-

hattan to start the Ride.
The fi rst leg — about 

57 miles — will take 
riders up Manhattan’s 
Hudson River and Fort 
Washington Park green-
ways, across the George 
Washington Bridge, and 
up to a campground near 
Stony Point in Rockland 
County. From there, 
participants will pedal 
further north through 
the Hudson Valley to 
Duanesburg, where 
they’ll spend the night 
at another campground. 
After that, the cyclists 
will cut west into central 
New York State, stopping 
in Albany, Utica, Syra-
cuse, and Rochester, be-
fore crossing the fi nish 
line in Niagara Falls on 
Aug. 4.  

Zodda is one of the 
more than 32 residents of 
the New York metropoli-
tan area who registered 
for this year’s event, 
each with their own per-
sonal reasons for sup-
porting the cause. 

A Manhattan cyclist 
who will be pedaling 
in his second Ride said 
watching his wife battle 
skin cancer — which she 
beat — and his friend’s 
father-in-law fi ght pan-
creatic cancer — which 
tragically killed him — 
inspired his journeys.   

“I look forward to a 
week on the road sup-
porting such a worth-
while cause, and to see-
ing my family at the 
dramatic fi nish in front 
of Niagara Falls again 
this year,” said Matthew 
Strong.   

The Ride’s organiz-
ers arrange for rest stops 

and hydration stations, 
in addition to providing 
all of the participants’ 
meals, support and gear 
vehicles, camping ac-
commodations, and a 
bike mechanic. Most cy-
clists will pedal for the 
full seven-day experi-
ence, but the hosts ar-
ranged custom routes 
for some who can’t roll 
for the entire week.

The Empire State 
Ride was founded by avid 
biker Terry Bourgeois 
as a personal challenge 
in 2014. A dozen riders 
joined him the following 
year, and by last year the 
Ride attracted 100 rid-
ers and raised $500,000 
for cancer research, its 
founder said.

“Cancer affects us 
all in some way, and the 
Empire State Ride is an 
opportunity to make an 
impact while having an 
experience of a lifetime,” 
Bourgeois said. “We ride 
with the goal to end can-
cer, but this unique event 

also offers an amazing 
personal challenge to 
riders and the oppor-
tunity to create life-
long bonds with other 
cyclists, all while see-
ing some of the most 
scenic parts of New 
York State.”

Proceeds from the 
Ride will fund can-
cer research at the 
Roswell Park Cancer 
Institute in Buffalo, 
one of the fi rst cen-
ters in the country to 
be named a National 
Cancer Institute-des-
ignated comprehen-
sive cancer center 
— and upstate New 
York’s only facility 
with the designation. 
The institute founded 
by Dr. Roswell Park in 
1898 is staffed by more 
than 3,200 employees 
today.

You can get more 
information and fol-
low the 2018 Empire 
State Ride at www.em-
pirestateride.com.

Empire State Ride to end cancer

The fi nishers of the 2017 Empire State Ride, a 546-mile, 
week-long trek from Staten Island to Niagara Falls, N.Y. to 
benefi t the Roswell Park Cancer Institute, triumphantly 
raise their bikes aloft with majestic Niagara Falls in the 
background. Courtesy Empire State Ride
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Message from Councilman Mark Gjonaj

COUNCILMAN MARK GJONAJ

BY GENE DEFRANCIS - FOUNDER
Allerton International 

Food Festival is Saturday, Au-
gust 25 - rain or shine. Cruger 
Avenue Block Association will 
be joining us and providing 
lots of fun and entertainment 
off stage with game and prizes 
as well as a magician. As you 
know, construction has been 
ongoing around the Mace, Hol-
land, and Cruger Ave area and 
construction equipment has 
taken over the location where 
the Cruger Ave Block party 
is every year. Hopefully next 
year the street will be cleared 
in time for next year’s block 
party. It’s always good to have 
more events for people to get 
together. 

Any questions regarding 
the food festival please feel 
welcome to reach out to us at 
AllertonMerchants@gmail.
com. Also if you wish to pro-
mote your business at our fes-
tival we are ready to connect 
with you. 

We have some great musi-
cians lined up. The food ven-
dors are ready to serve. And 
it’s a great opportunity to 
meet many of the people who 
make this neighborhood tick. 
It is the only International 
Food Show in the Bronx and 
we are always looking for 
ways to make it the best fest it 
can be. Together we can grow 
this community event into a 
popular fun fi lled destination 
for all New Yorkers. 

To some this may be an-
other street fest but to us this 
is our home and this is the 
street fest that celebrates di-
versity and culture and recog-
nizes what makes Allerton so 
special. 

We have several clean ups 
prepared leading up to the 
food fest. If you would like to 
volunteer with us please let us 
know. Reach out to us via our 
email. 

Telephone wires and apart-

ment building trash pick ups 
will be our monthly focus in 
August. Some blocks are lit-
tered with cable wires strung 
across the roads. The new ca-
ble wire goes up and the old 
one stays up leaving us with 
the view. 

Homeowners have the un-
necessary wires detached and 
removed as soon as possible. 
On a side note we are actively 
working with the 49th Pre-
cinct to have the large amount 
of sneakers that are attached 
to these wires removed. Our 
offi cers with their own initia-
tive after hearing our com-
plaints have removed dozens 
if not close to a hundred sneak-
ers already. 

We received several calls 

with concerns regarding the 
amount of trash bags apart-
ment building leave out. The 
smell that comes from it and 
the feast it provides for ro-
dents in certain areas. The 
average building in our area 
will lay out 15 to 20 garage 
bags for pick up. About 40 bags 
a week generally. We believe 
instead of twice a week pick 
up these building should have 
private carriers and it should 
be picked up nightly Monday 
to Saturday. This cuts the 
amount of bags to roughly six 
bags a night. 

An apartment building 
with more than 15 units is 
more than just housing for our 
residents. It’s an investment 
and a business. Especially 
if the owner does not live in 
the property so it should be 
treated like a business. 

This should fall outside of 
the budget allotted for public 
sanitation pickup. The amount 
of trash left at the curb (espe-

cially in our shopping district) 
is bad for business. It’s bad for 
the community. The biweekly 
pickup leaves too much trash 
that rodents feast on. Also this 
cost should not result in a rent 
increase. The goal is to con-
trol our trash. It will result in 
a few bags a night instead of 
mounds of trash twice a week. 
And it will be picked up with 
regular business private trash 
pickups. Join the conversation 
regarding this matter on our 
Facebook page Allerton Inter-
national Merchants Associa-
tion Inc. Respectfully share 
your questions, comments, 
and ideas. 

Reminder there is no Au-
gust meeting for AIM at the 
Sanz. We will all be at the 
National Night Out Against 
Crime that day at Bronx Park 
East (enter on Lydig Avenue) 
Tuesday, August 7. 

Join us and get to know 
your neighbors because your 
community is your business. 

BY MICHELE TORRIONI
Greetings friends and as-

sociation members, 
Hope you’ve been enjoy-

ing the summer thus far.
You may want to note on 

your calendars that the pri-
mary day/date in September 
will be Thursday, September 
13. 

The date was pushed up 
two days by order of Gover-
nor Cuomo, so that it would 
not confl ict with 9/11 and the 

Jewish holiday of Rosh Ha-
shanah.

No progress has been 
noticed at Don Coqui on 
Westchester Avenue. It is be-
lieved they lost the rights to 
the name ‘Don Coqui’ and 
therefore work has been sus-
pended.

The laundromat on 
Westchester Avenue, off St. 
Theresa Avenue, is progress-
ing nicely.

The 45th Precinct rolled 

out their NCO philosophy and 
held a meeting on Tuesday, 
July 17, to introduce the of-
fi cers to the community and 
explain how it will work. The 
45th has been split into dif-

ferent sectors and will have 
different offi cers assigned ac-
cordingly. An important part 
of making this philosophy a 
success is for the community 
to get to know their NCO’s. 

Our association will have 
copies of the maps identify-
ing the sectors and will pro-
vide the names of the offi cers 
assigned to Pelham Bay at 
our next meeting.  

We will extend an invita-
tion to those offi cers to speak 

at one of our meetings. Once 
we have confi rmed which 
meeting they are available 
we will advise you of the 
date.  

On a sad note:  Our sympa-
thy goes out to Annie Boller 
and her family on the recent 
loss of her cherished grand-
mother.

The Pelham Bay Taxpay-
ers Association will resume 
its regular meetings on Tues-
day, September 18.

Earlier this week I attended the 
not so publicized Mayoral Charter 
Revision Commission’s public hear-
ing at Hostos Community College to 
bring attention to some of the major 
issues with the city administration’s 
proposal.

My main concerns regarding this 
commission are that it is limited in 
scope, there is a lack of transpar-
ency, and the timeline and procedure 
that it will follow are solely directed 
by the administration.

The Mayoral Charter Revision 
Commission is limited to changing 
the city’s campaign fi nance system 
and encouraging voter participation 
- both of these are issues that can be 
addressed through the legislative 
process.

There are currently laws being 
worked on by the council that aim to 
make signifi cant changes to the city 
campaign fi nance regulations and is-
sues such as early or absentee voting 
can also be done by introducing bills. 
This is nothing more than an attempt 
to circumvent council authority and 
is a textbook example of executive 
overreach and showboating.

The administration’s plan for the 
charter revision commission for all 
15 members of the commission is to be 
appointed by the mayor and wants to 
rush items onto a referendum this No-
vember- that is hardly enough time to 
explore, debate, and educate the pub-
lic on the issues to be voted on

The third major issue with the 
mayoral plan is the lack of transpar-

ency and public outreach. The ad-
ministration simply is not keeping 
the public, or the council, well in-
formed.

The Council Charter Revision 
Commission is open ended and is de-
signed to explore the topics that mat-
ter to all New Yorkers.

The council plan will be more 
open to the public because it is not 
rushed and has more voices contrib-
uting to the plan.

Finally, the council plan proposes 
that the mayor and speaker appoint 
four members a piece, the public ad-
vocate, city comptroller, and all fi ve 
borough presidents appoint one mem-
ber each for a total of fi fteen mem-
bers and not have a referendum until 
November of 2019.

S SSHOP OUR CLASSIFIED 
PAGES EVERY WEEK AND 

SAVE MONEY
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10% OFF 
ALL ONLINE ORDERS 

ORDER ONLINE

ORDER ONLINE
CROSSTOWNDINER.COM
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Weekly insurance tips from John Cerini

John Cerini, NYS Licenses Insurance Broker

As a service to his constituents, As-
semblyman Michael Benedetto will be 
sponsoring an NYS DMV Approved 
Insurance Reduction Program on Sat-
urday,  August 25, from 9:30 am to 4:30 
pm.  

The course is held at Fort Schuyler 
House, 3077 Cross Bronx Expressway.

To reserve a seat, call the assembly-
man’s offi ce at (718) 892-2235. The cost 

Assemblyman Mike Benedetto 
sponsors Driver Safety Program

is for this class is $28.  Space is lim-
ited.

This 6-hour course will refresh 
your driving knowledge with a review 
of time-tested safe driving tips.  

Those who complete the course will 
receive a reduction of approximately 
10 percent from the base rate of auto-
mobile and motorcycle liability premi-
ums each year for three years.

Renters insurance

Who is it for? What does it cover? 
How much does it cost?

Do you rent an apartment or a 
house? Renters insurance provides 
coverage for your damaged, stolen or 
lost personal items. It can also cover 
injuries to other nonresidents of the 
apartment such as visitors, repair-
men, mailmen, etc. As you can imag-
ine if someone is hurt in your apart-
ment, and the injury is decided to be 
your fault by a judge or jury, the in-
jured person can sue you for negli-
gence and put a liability claim with 
your insurance company to cover 
their injury and losses associated 
due to the incident. If you were smart 
enough to have renter’s insurance, 
your liability insurance would help 
pay for your legal defense, however 
only up to the limits of your policy. 
Therefore, you should explore higher 
limits of liability.  If you are like 
many renters who believe it’s too ex-
pensive and don’t purchase the rent-
ers policy, then the legal defense and 
the entire loss payout should you lose 
a case would be 100% your responsi-
bility to pay out of pocket.   Liabil-
ity insurance protection for a renter 
may also cover injuries sustained 
due to injuries to others caused by 
your children or your pets.

Besides the liability coverage you 

can gain from a renter’s insurance 
policy, you would also be protected 
for many other things such as: furni-
ture, clothing, appliances, improve-
ments you may have made to your 
unit, 

living expenses, you may have 
while your apartment is being repair 
due to a fi re or other covered loss 
(such as hotel stay and restaurant 
bills since you cannot cook meals), 
and covered items you may take with 
you while traveling (such as a cam-
era).

Coverage for personal property 
can be endorsed to cover replacement 
cost of the items.  For example: if you 
had a 52-inch screen television which 
you paid $1,500 fi ve years ago, but to-
day a similar television would cost 
$2,000, you would get the stepped-up 
value to go purchase a brand new 
television of equal quality.

A renter’s insurance policy may 
also protect you if you’re are held 
legally responsible for fi re dam-
age to your apartment, to the build-
ing where you live.  While you don’t 
own the property and normally you 
cannot insure what you do not own, 
in this case you can cover damage 
caused by a fi re to property you are 
renting.  Many landlords will require 
this coverage to be purchased by 
their tenants to protect themselves.

You can also add coverage to your 
renters’ policy for such as personal 
injury, which would cover you for 
slander, libel and defamation of char-
acter.  With this coverage, you can 
enjoy a broader protection for a price 
that would be less than if the cover-
age were purchased separately.

Coverage is also available for 
something called personal articles 
fl oaters.  These are items which 
would be specifi cally listed on your 
policy such as an engagement ring, 
a laptop, a camera, etc.  However, if 
these items are expensive items, you 
may need to get an appraisal and 
there may be an additional premium 
charged for their coverage.   By the 
term fl oater, this indicates you can 
bring this item out of your home, and 
it will still be covered, unlike your 
typical theft coverage which is for on 
premises theft only.

Now many of you are probably 
saying this all sounds great, but that 
it would be too expensive to cover 
your apartment and contents, right?  
Wrong.  Renters insurance is liter-
ally pennies a day.  That old cliché we 
hear all the time ‘For Pennies a Day,’ 
however it is so true.  A basic apart-
ment insurance policy may cost as lit-
tle as $12 dollars a month.  However, 
the more coverage you want to add, 
the price can go up.  Now are there 
ways to maximize your coverage and 
keep the price down?  Absolutely.  
You can do many things to accom-
plish this.  For example: place your 
apartment insurance with the same 
carrier as your auto insurance, this 
will give you a multi-line discount 
from almost every insurance carrier 
that exist; you can have an anti-theft 
device installed in your apartment 
(central station alarms); you can 
have dead bolt locks on your doors 
(who doesn’t have these, right?); in-
stall smoke alarms; have fi re extin-
guishers; and if your apartment is 
already equipment with sprinklers, 
you would get a discount.

What is the moral to this story?  
Don’t be penny wise and dollar fool-
ish.  Every single person who rents 
an apartment should own a renters’ 
policy.  In most cases, if you have a 
car insurance policy, you get such a 

steep discount on your auto insur-
ance by purchasing the renters in-
surance that it would almost be free.  
How many times have you watched 
the news and seen a story about a 
family who lost everything in a fi re? 
You have nothing to lose and every-
thing to gain, by calling your insur-
ance agent and asking for a quote on 
renters’ insurance.  Remember to 
ask how much your auto insurance 
would go down by adding the addi-
tional policy.  

If you would like to speak to our 
offi ce about this coverage, please 
give us a call at (718) 829-3200.  We 
are open Monday through Satur-
day.  Insurance is a complicated and 
scary subject most people don’t want 
to think about.  However, if you pro-
tect yourself properly, you will be 
glad you did, when you need it most.  
Capital Shield Agency was started in 
1996 with the objective of helping our 
community residents to protect our-
selves from losses.  Helping you pro-
tect what’s most important in your 
life is our top priority.  We will be 
here when you need us.  Our offi ce is 
located at 3600 E. Tremont Avenue. 
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Restaurant & Bar
4029 East Tremont A 0

The Wicked Wolf

Delivery Service 
Available

10
PLASMA TVs

CHECK OUT OUR MENU ON-LINE AT:
WWW.WICKEDWOLFNY.COM

HAPPY HOUR SPECIALS

SUNDAY 
BRUNCH 
BUFFET

$18 
95  

per person

WE NOW DELIVER 7 DAYS A WEEK!

BASEBALL SEASON

IS HERE!

COME WATCH ALL THE GAMES

Wolf Wings - $9
Crispy Fried Calamari - $10
Chicken Fingers - $8
Mozzarella Sticks - $8
Shrimp Dumplings - $9

Spring Rolls - $9
Sliders Beef or Pulled Pork - $9
Zucchini Sticks - $9
Chicken Pot Stickers - $9
Popcorn Shrimp - $9

BAR APPETIZERS

BEER CRAZED MONDAYS - 1-6pm
$1 Off ANY BEER (Including Bud & Bud Light)
$2 Off SLIDERS (Beef or Pork, Minimum of 3)
$5 Off DOZEN WINGS (Hot, Mild, BBQ or Teriyaki)

TEQUILA TUESDAY - 4-7pm
$5 MARGARITAS & SUNRISES
$1 Off NAME BRAND TEQUILLA SHOTS
$6 GUACAMOLE AND CHIPS
$5 QUESADILLAS (Chicken or Chili)

WINE’D UP WEDNESDAYS 4-7pm
$4 GLASSS OF HOUSE WINE
$7 RED or WHITE SANGRIA
$5 BAR APPETIZERS

THRISDAY THURSDAYS 4-7pm
$3 WELL DRINKS
$5 MARTINIS & COSMOS
$4 IMPORTED PINTS (Guiness $5)
$5 DOZEN WINGS (Hot, Mild, BBQ or Teriyaki)2

FIREBALL FRIDAYS - 4-8pm
$4 FIREBALL SHOTS
$1 Off ANY BRAND WHISKEY SHOTS
$3 DOMESTIC PINTS - $4 IMPORTED PINTS (Guiness $5)
$3 DOMESTIC OINT BOTTLES - $4 IMPRTED BOTTLES
$5 BAR APPETIZERS

TUESDAY-FRIDAY 12-6pm
$3 DOMESTIC PINTS and $4 DOMESTIC BOTTLES

LUNCH
SPECIAL

CHOICE OF SOUP OR SALAD
$10 

95  

OUTSIDE CAFE OPEN FOR 
LUNCH AND DINNER
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P.S./M.S. 37 teacher, Hel-
ena Itak, will attend one of two 
C-SPAN Educators’ Confer-

ences for an immersive ex-
perience with C-SPAN’s ed-
ucational resources. Itak, a 
social studies teacher, is one 
of 28 educators from across 
the nation selected to attend 
the middle school conference 
Monday, July 23 to Tuesday, 
24.

The conference provides 
educators with the oppor-
tunity to hear from guest 
speakers and explore C-SPAN 
Classroom’s free teaching re-
sources. Attendees discover 
how to incorporate these re-
sources into their curricu-
lums and create engaged 
learning experiences for stu-
dents. 

Itak competed with middle 
school teachers from across 
the country to secure a place 
at the conference. C-SPAN 
provides roundtrip airfare, 
hotel accommodations and 
meals for the two days.

Participants were selected 
by a panel of C-SPAN rep-
resentatives and evaluated 
based on their commitment 
to learning new educational 
resources, applying them in 
the classroom environment 
and sharing their profes-
sional development experi-
ences in their academic com-
munities.

Conference attendees will 
hear from founder and exec-

utive chairman Brian Lamb 
about the public affairs net-
work. In addition, Dr. Edna 
Greene Medford, Howard 
University History professor, 
will be the guest speaker at 
the conference dinner.

 The Educators’ Confer-
ences are sponsored by C-
SPAN’s Education Founda-
tion, a charitable organization 
created by C-SPAN. C-SPAN 
Classroom is an entity of C-
SPAN, which is funded by 
America’s cable and satellite 
television companies. In the 
Bronx, C-SPAN is available 
locally through Optimum by 
Altice USA.

* * *

The International Work 
Group on Dying, Death and 
Bereavement has this year 
bestowed its coveted Herman 
Feifel Award on Kenneth J. 
Doka, PhD, professor of coun-
seling at the College of New 

Rochelle. Presented at IWG’s 
meeting in London, Ontario, 
Canada, on June 28, the Her-
man Feifel Award, which is 
considered one of the high-
est awards in the fi eld, rec-
ognizes exceptional achieve-
ment in thanatology (grief 
counseling) by an individual 
who has made distinctive con-
tributions to the fi eld, usually 
of a longstanding nature.

In conferring the award, 
Dr. Charles Corr, former 
chairperson of IWG, cited the 
extensive academic work of 

Doka – particularly noting 
that The College of New Ro-
chelle is one of the few insti-
tutions worldwide to offer a 
Certifi cate in Thanatology.

A preeminent expert on 
grief, Doka is also a senior 
consultant to the Hospice 
Foundation of America and 
an ordained Lutheran min-
ister. He has authored or ed-
ited close to 40 books in the 
fi eld as well as over 100 book 
chapters and journal articles.  
He serves as the editor of the 
Hospice Foundation’s news-
letter Journeys, as well as 
Omega: Journal of Death and 
Dying, the oldest journal in 
the fi eld. Doka has served as 
chair of IWG and president of 
the Association for Death Ed-
ucation and Counseling.

Doka speaks around the 
world on dying, death, and 
bereavement, and his work 
has been featured in national 
publications and media out-
lets, including Time, The 
Wall Street Journal, CNN, 
and Nightline.

IWG is an international 
association of leading thana-
tologists from throughout the 
world. Membership in the 
IWG is by invitation.

* * *

AARP has announced the 
awardees for its 2018 AARP 

Community Challenge 
grant program, including six 
recipients in New York from 
Long Island to the Finger 

Lakes.
A total of $1.3 million 

will be distributed to fund 
129 “quick action” projects 
across the country, helping 
communities make immedi-
ate improvements and jump-
start long-term progress to 
support residents of all ages.

Nearly 1,600 applications 
were received from non-prof-
its and government entities 
for the program, now in its 
second year. Each of the proj-
ects, which must be completed 
by November 5, is designed to 
achieve on one or more of the 
following outcomes:

• Deliver a range of trans-
portation and mobility op-
tions that increase connectiv-
ity, walkability, bikeability, 
and/or access to public and 
private transit.

• Create vibrant public 
places that improve open 
spaces, parks and access to 
other amenities.

• Support the availability 
of a range of housing that in-
creases accessible and afford-
able housing options.

• Address other issues of 
importance for communities.

The Bronx grantee in-
cluded BronxWorks. This 
grant will create gardening 
space for local schoolchil-
dren and users of a local se-
nior center at the Morris Av-
enue Community Garden by 
installing new plant beds and 
benches.

* * *

Patrick B. Jenkins & As-

sociates, a consulting fi rm 
specializing in strategic solu-
tions for businesses and cam-
paigns, government relations 
and community relations, an-
nounced that Bharati S. Kem-
raj, has joined the fi rm as ase-
nior associate. 

She joins after serving in 
the Community Boards Unit 
for Borough President Ruben 
Diaz Jr.

 Bharati S. Kemraj has 
spent over 12 years working 
in public service with nota-
ble involvement in commu-
nity engagements. In her role 
at BronxNet Television, she 
was a reporter, host and pro-
ducer. Kemraj has served on 
Community Board 9, worked 
for Community Board 11, and 
the Bronx Chamber of Com-
merce, where she focused on 
operations and spearheaded 
outreach to community and 
business leaders. 

Kemraj is an alumna of 
Fordham University, where 
she received her BA in Com-
munications and Media Stud-
ies. 

She was named one of the 
‘25 Most Infl uential Woman 
in the Bronx’ by the Bronx 
Times Reporter. Kemraj re-
sides in the Soundview sec-
tion of the Bronx and will 
continue her work in the com-
munity to promote unity and 
civic responsibility.

We will not have a TNMA 
this month due to our summer 
schedule. We are still working 
hard organizing our upcom-
ing events.  Our annual Golf 
Outing will be on Thursday, 
August 2 at the Split Rock/
Pelham Golf Course on Shore 
Road. If you would like to play, 
call Gerri Colon at (646) 334-
0127. If you can’t play, consider 
sponsoring a hole to get your 
business on the green. Also 
contact Gerri to discuss the 
details of sponsorship for our 
golf outing. We only have a few 
spots left so call ASAP.

We are scheduling our up-
coming meetings for fall/
winter 2018. Any merchants 
looking to promote their busi-
ness, products and services 
in Throggs Neck and neigh-
boring areas should consider 
sponsoring a TNMA meeting. 
It’s is a great way to get your 

name out there. As a sponsor, 
you will be allowed to give a 
brief presentation to our mem-
bers the night of the meeting. 
We also waive our dinner fee 
for sponsors and spotlight 
your business in our meeting 
announcements, in this col-
umn for the month and via 
our social media. Our Face-
book page alone, which has 
over 1,000 likes, is liked by 
members, non-members and 
residents so your target au-
dience goes further than just 
the attendees of our monthly 
meetings. If you or another 
member/merchant is inter-
ested in sponsoring one of our 
meetings this year, please ask 
them to email info@throggs-
neckmerchants.com  or call 
Angela at (646) 657-1312.

Not a member?  Consider 
becoming a Throggs Neck 
Merchant member. Our mer-

chant association is one of 
the largest in the Bronx. As 
a TNMA member, your busi-
ness will be featured on our 
website, your events and pro-
motions will be listed in our 
TNMA column in the Bronx 
Times and you can network 
with other members at any of 
our meetings and events. Join 
with their fellow merchants 
to develop special promotions 
or projects designed to benefi t 
the entire commercial strip, 
as well as the surrounding 
community. Ready to become 
a TNMA member? Go to our 
website, www.throggsneck-

merchants.com for more info 
or download the membership 
application at www.throggs-
neckmerchants.com/mem-
ber_application.pdf.

Having an upcoming event?  
Let us list it in our column. 
Please email us info@throggs-
neckmerchants.com  or call 
Angela to get the word out.

Save These Dates

Our annual TNMA Side-
walk Sale will be held on Sat-
urday, September 22 from 11 
a.m. to 4 p.m. between Lafay-
ette and Miles avenues. If you 
are a merchant and do not 
have a storefront but would 
like to participate, please con-
tact us at info@throggsneck-
merchants.com and we will 
help you fi nd a spot. If you are 
a merchant but you are not a 
TNMA member and would 
like to participate, please con-
tact us at info@throggsneck-

merchants.com for guidelines 
regarding the Sidewalk Sale. 
Lastly, if you are not a TNMA 
member or local business but 
want to participate, we are 
renting spots for $75. You will 
be responsible for your own 
set-up and breakdown. Check  
back regularly for more de-
tails.

Our Annual Dinner 

Dance

Our annual Dinner Dance 
is on Thursday, October 25 at 
the Villa Barone Manor. This 
year’s theme is Oktoberfest. 
Tickets are available now for 
$100 per person. 

If you can’t attend but 
would like to contribute, 
please consider placing an ad 
in the TNMA Dinner Dance 
journal. Pricing varies. Get a 
free journal ad when you buy 
a table. Check back for more 
details.

P.S. 37 teacher to attend C-SPAN conference; College of New Rochelle 
bestowed Herman Feifel Award; BronxWorks receives AARP Community 
Challenge grant; Bharati Kemraj joins Patrick B. Jenkins & Associates
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Fun was on tap at Visions Bronx Advi-
sory Board’s Celebrity Bartending Event 
featuring the Bronx Wonder Women on 
Thursday, July 19 at Residence Inn by 
Marriott. Serving up refreshing drinks 
and warm companionship for the eve-
ning were Wilma Alonso, Fordham Road 
Business Improvement District execu-
tive director; Sara Bonizio, Metro Optics 
Community Relations manager; Rose-
mary De Luca, community volunteer; 
Elizabeth Figueroa, New York Botanical 
Garden Community Relations director; 
Laura Guerriero, Bronx Times Reporter 
publisher and Roberta Gjonaj, NYC Offi ce 
of School Health staff registered nurse. 
Photos by Silvio Pacifi co

(background photo) Sara Bonizio served up mixed 
drinks with a side order of justice.

(above) Celebrity bartenders, like Wilma Alonso (l) 
and Elizabeth Figueroa, received tons of donations 
for the Visions fundraiser.

(below) (l-r) This year’s celebrity bartenders includ-
ed real-life ‘Wonder Women’ Elizabeth Figueroa, 
Rosemary De Luca, Laura Guerriero, Wilma Alonso, 
Sara Bonizio and Roberta Gjonaj.

(right) Rosemary DeLuca mixed drinks for custom-
ers.

(bottom) Councilman Mark Gjonaj (2nd from l) and 
Assemblyman Michael Bendetto (r) enjoyed meet-
ing the Bronx Wonder Women at the event.  
              Photo courtesy of Councilman Mark Gjonaj’s Offi ce.

‘BRONX WONDER
WOMEN’ FUNDRAISER
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BronxNet will give Bronx-
ites the opportunity to host 
their own television segment 
on the spot, at the second 
Bronx Night Market event, 
which takes place at Fordham 
Plaza on Saturday, July 28. 

The station’s pop-up studio 
will be set up to provide oppor-
tunities for attendees to get an 
inside look at television pro-
duction and to learn how they 
can become independent pro-
ducers at BronxNet.

The Bronx Night Market is 
organized by quarterly mag-
azine Edible Bronx and the 
Bronx-based creative agency, 
BLOX. 

The monthly, free open-air 
festival features food vendors, 
artisans, merchants and per-
formances by notable artists.

The BronxNet pop-up stu-
dio at the fi rst Bronx Night 
Market held in late June was a 
huge success, with more than 
two-dozen participants dem-
onstrating their hosting and 

BronxNet pop-up studio at Bronx Night Market
interviewing skills.

“Last month’s launch of 
the Bronx Night Market was 
an undeniable rousing suc-
cess thanks to many of our 
partners, and especially the 
amazing team of BronxNet. 
They were there, promoting 
us and brilliantly engaging 
the crowd. Together we show 
the new kind of Bronx we all 
know and love, to our greater 
NY family; a community that 
is modern, stylish, and full of 
fl avor,” stated Marco Shalma, 
owner of BLOX NYC, and co-
founder of the market. 

“BronxNet has designed 
interactive pop up media stu-
dios coming to a Bronx neigh-
borhood near you, including 
at the Bronx Night Market 
at Fordham Plaza. With the 
Bronx Night Market, Ford-
ham Plaza becomes a lively 
culinary bazaar and cultural 
corridor with live music, great 
food, and media engagement. 
Watch for coverage of great 

events like the Bronx Night 
Market on BronxNet, and ex-
press yourself at our studios 
and pop up studios across the 
Bronx,” said BronxNet exec-
utive director Michael Max 
Knobbe.

Highlights of the inter-
views conducted by the on the 
spot hosts will be broadcast on 
BronxNet channels.

BronxNet is the indepen-
dent not-for-profi t organiza-
tion serving the people of the 
Bronx with media production 
training, access to technol-
ogy, and television channels. 
BronxNet programs six chan-
nels – 33, 34, 35, 36, 37 and 38 on 
the Verizon Fios system and 
six channels – 67, 68, 69, 70, 951 
and 952 – on the Optimum sys-

tem in the Bronx. 
BronxNet’s ultra-local pro-

gramming helps connect the 
Bronx with the world while 
our training programs and 
partnerships are a part of com-
munity development through 
media. 

For more information visit: 
www.bronxnet.org.

Action

Association

BY FRANK V. VERNUCCIO, JR.
This month marks 49 

years, almost half a century, 
since Apollo 11 astronauts 
Neil Armstrong and Buzz 
Aldrin, aboard the ‘Eagle’ 
Lunar Excursion Module, be-
came the fi rst humans to set 
foot on another world.  Mike 
Collins orbited overhead in 
the ‘Columbia’ Command 
Module.  

Upon touching down on 
the lunar surface, they re-
ported “Houston, Tranquil-
ity Base here. The Eagle has 
landed.” 

Later, as Neil Armstrong 
set foot on the surface, he 
stated “That’s one small step 
for a man, one giant leap for 
mankind.”

On television, at least one 
famous news anchor wiped 
away tears of pride. Across 
the planet, people crowded 
around televisions, news 
screens in public places such 
as Times Square, and other 
informational sites.  

There was no internet, of 
course, back then. Many mu-
sic radio stations continu-
ously played moon-themed 
music.

The Astronauts left a 
plaque that read ‘We Came in 
Peace for All Mankind.’  And, 
indeed, for just a very brief 
period of time, and despite 
the competition for space su-
premacy between the U.S. 
and the USSR much of hu-
manity saw itself as a singu-
lar entity, a species evolving 

into something more.
Earlier this century, Air 

and Space noted that “it sig-
naled a climactic instance in 
human history…The fl ight 
of Apollo 11 met with an ec-
static reaction around the 
globe, as everyone shared in 
the success of the astronauts. 
The front pages of newspa-
pers everywhere suggested 
how strong the enthusiasm 
was. 

NASA estimated that be-
cause of nearly worldwide ra-
dio and television coverage, 
more than half the popula-
tion of the planet was aware 
of the events of Apollo 11. 
Although the Soviet Union 
tried to jam Voice of America 
radio broadcasts most living 
there and in other countries 
learned about the adventure 
and followed it carefully. 

Police reports noted that 
streets in many cities were 
eerily quiet during the Moon 
walk as residents watched 
television coverage in 
homes, bars, and other pub-
lic places. Offi cial congratu-
lations poured in to the U.S. 
president from other heads of 
state, even as informal ones 
went to NASA and the astro-
nauts. 

All nations having regu-
lar diplomatic relations with 
the United States sent their 
best wishes in recognition of 
the success of the mission…
Those without diplomatic 
relations with the U.S., such 
as the People’s Republic of 

China, made no formal state-
ment on the Apollo 11 fl ight 
to the U.S., and the mission 
was reported only sporadi-
cally by its news media be-
cause Mao Zedong refused to 
publicize successes by Cold 
War rivals.”

In the years since then, 
America, despite the extraor-
dinary success of efforts such 
as the space shuttle program 
and the construction of the 
international space station, 
has had a far less ambitious 
manned space program.  Ba-
rack Obama did everything 
possible to eliminate NASA’s 
ability to place astronauts in 
space, and during his tenure 
the United States endured 
the humiliation of depending 
on Russian craft to place per-
sonnel aboard the space sta-
tion that America had largely 
constructed. 

However, that situation 
is undergoing a sharp rever-
sal, as President Trump has 
enthusiastically supported 
NASA’s manned space ef-
forts, and its goal of return-
ing to the Moon and then on 
towards Mars.

His position has oppo-
nents, who believe that 
NASA’s minuscule budget—

it’s considerably under one 
percent, just about 0.4% of 
all federal spending, should 
be spent elsewhere.  It’s an 
irrational perspective, since 
the space agency’s accom-
plishments actually result in 
a signifi cant net gain for the 
U.S. economy.

A Space Foundation re-
port in 2007 found that NASA 
activities resulted in a net 
gain of about $180 billion to 
the national economy, a star-
tlingly large return for a bud-
get that is currently about $19 
billion. In 2007, then-NASA 
Administrator Michael Grif-
fi n stated:

“NASA opens new fron-
tiers and creates new oppor-
tunities, and because of that 
[NASA] is a critical driver 
of innovation. We don’t just 
create new jobs, we create en-
tirely new markets and possi-
bilities for economic growth 
that didn’t previously exist. 
This is the emerging space 
economy, an economy that 
is transforming our lives 
here on Earth in ways that 
are not yet fully understood 
or appreciated. It is not an 
economy in space — not yet. 
But space activities create 
products and markets that 
provide benefi ts right here 
on Earth, benefi ts that have 
arisen from our efforts to ex-
plore, understand, and uti-
lize this new medium… We 
see the transformative ef-
fects of the space economy all 
around us through numer-

ous technologies and life-sav-
ing capabilities. We see the 
space economy in the lives 
saved when advanced breast 
cancer screening catches tu-
mors in time for treatment, 
or when a heart defi brillator 
restores the proper rhythm 
of a patient’s heart. We see it 
when GPS, the Global Posi-
tioning System developed by 
the Air Force for military ap-
plications, helps guide a trav-
eler to his or her destination. 
We see it when weather satel-
lites warn us of coming hur-
ricanes, or when satellites 
provide information critical 
to understanding our envi-
ronment and the effects of cli-
mate change. We see it when 
we use an ATM or pay for gas 
at the pump with an immedi-
ate electronic response via 
satellite. Technologies devel-
oped for exploring space are 
being used to increase crop 
yields and to search for good 
fi shing regions at sea.”

The late, brilliant Ste-
phen Hawking believed that 
“Sending humans to the 
moon changed the future of 
the human race in ways that 
we don’t yet understand.” 
He stated, notes the British 
newspaper The Independent  
“I believe that the long term 
future of the human race 
must be space and that it rep-
resents an important life in-
surance for our future sur-
vival, as it could prevent the 
disappearance of humanity 
by colonising other planets.”

BronxNet Host (r) Dorissa White interviews Jason Alicea, owner of Empanology.     Photo courtesy of Michael Palma Mir
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VAN NEST
ASSEMBLY 

OF GOD
755 Rhinelander Ave.

Bronx, NY 10462

Corner of Holland
2 blocks from 

White Plains Road

SPIRIT 
FILLED

PRAYER 
GUIDED

LOVE 
EXTENDED

PASTOR

ASSISTANT PASTOR 

YOUTH PASTOR

A HOUSE OF PRAYER FOR ALL NATIONS

Welcome to our caring, 
multi cultural, multi-generational, 

evangelistic home church!

5 services every Sunday. 
8:30 am, 10 am (Service & Sunday School) 

11:30 am, 4pm, 7pm.
Ministry programs and activities for 

all ages — all week — all year!

Come join us in prayer, praise 
and celebration!

www.vannestassembly.org

GEORGE’S RESTAURANT
Corner of Westchester Avenue & Crosby Avenue

SERVING THE FINEST FOOD FOR OVER 48 YEARS
NOW SERVING WHOLE WHEAT PASTA

WE DELIVER TO 

PELHAM BAY
THROGS NECK 

COUNTRY CLUB
$10 Minimum
For Delivery

Delivery Hours 
11am-9pm

LET US CATER YOUR NEXT EVENT - CURBSIDE PICK-UP!

SAUTE´ AND
PASTA DISHES

COME AND ENJOY OUR 
NEW SAUTE MENU!

SERVED
MONDAY - SATURDAY

FROM 4PM-9PM

EARLY BIRD

DINNER
SPECIALS

$9.95

SUNDAY - THURSDAY
3pm - 6pm

YOUR NEXT DELIVERY OF 

$20 OR MORE
$3OFF

Must Mention Coupon Offer While Ordering To Receive Discount And Present Upon 
Food Receipt. Not To Be Combined With Any Other Offer. Exp. 8/31/2018

Max Blauner’s memory was honored at the Max Blauner Building for Social Services plaque 
ceremony. Photo courtesy of Councilman Rafael Salamanca’s Offi ce

Maritza of Team Salamanca and local leaders recently celebrated the life and work of Max 
Blauner, a Holocaust survivor who was committed to improving the Hunts Point community.

SALAMANCA HONORS HOLOCAUST SURVIVOR BLAUNER

S SSHOP OUR CLASSIFIED 
PAGES EVERY WEEK AND 

SAVE MONEY Congressman Serrano joined Medicare for All Congressional Caucus as founding member. 
 Photo courtesy of Congressman Jose Serrano’s Offi ce

Congressman Jose Serrano joined Congress members Pramila Jayapal, Keith Ellison and 
Debbie Dingell and over 60 other members of Congress; doctors; nurse and community ac-
tivists on Friday, July 20 to launch the Congressional Medicare for All Caucus. The new cau-
cus will bring together members committed to achieving a single-payer healthcare system 
to guarantee universal coverage for everyone in the country. 

SERRANO JOINS MEDICARE FOR
ALL CONGRESSIONAL CAUCUS
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2015 Chevrolet Trax LT AWD
Stk#8417U, auto, 4 cyl, 
p/w/l/s/b, rear vision 
camera, 33,485 miles ......

$16,000
2015 Chevrolet Malibu 1LT
Stk#8395U, auto, 
4 cyl, p/w/l/s/b, 
20,271 miles ...................

$16,000

2017 Nissan Altima 2.5SL
Stk#8274U, auto, 4 cyl, 
p/w/l/s/b, keyless entry, 
24,210 miles ...................

$17,000
2015 Buick Regal Turbo AWD
Stk#8282U, auto, 4 cyl, 
p/w/l/s/b, keyless entry, 
alloys, 34,555 miles .........

$17,000

2017 Mitsubishi Outlander Sport AWD
Stk#8348U, auto, 
4 cyl, p/w/ls/b, keyless 
entry, roof rail, 8800 miles 

$18,000
2015 Honda Odyssey EX
Stk#8404, auto, 6 cyl, 
p/w/l/s/b, Bluetooth, alloy 
whls, 24,561 miles .........

$21,000

Se Habla Español

DMV#7043396   NYC DCA Lic#0903951

3510 Webster Ave, Bronx • 718.654.7200
GUNHILL ROAD EXIT 9 OFF BRONX RIVER PKWY

(1)Prices Incl All Costs To Consumer Except Tax, Title, And DMV Fees. Subject To Primary Lenders Approval. Leases Are Closed End For 12k Mi/Yr At 25¢/Mi Thereafter. Offer 
Subject To Primary Lender Approval With Approved Credit For Qualifi ed Buyers. Lessee Resp For Excess Wear/Tear/Maint/Insur/Excess Mileage. Ttl Pymts/ Resid: Equinox= 
$5421/$16,217; Cruze=$4641/$11,198; Malibu=$5421/$13,569; Trax=$4641/$11,748. (2) CCR Rebate Must Have Tier S Approval Thru GM Financial. ((3) Must Have A 
1999 or Newer Daewoo, Daihatsu, Honda, Hyundai, Isuzu, Kia, Mazda, Mitsubishi, Nissan, Scion, Subaru, Suzuki and Toyota To Qualify Thru Ally, GM Financial Or U.S. Due At 
Sign= $1995 Down+$650 Bank Fee+1st Mo Pymt + $0 Sec Dep. Prior Deals Excluded. Must Present Ad At Time Of Signing. Pic For Illust Purp Only. Not Resp For Typos/
Equip Errors. Offer Exp 7/31/18.

.com

E N D L E S S  S U M M E R

SUMMER PRE-OWNED SPECIALS

NEW 2018 CHEVROLET 
CRUZE LT SEDAN

$119
PER MO.(1) 39 MO LEASE

Stk#8789C, Auto, 4cyl, OnStar, Pwr Str/Brks/Winds/
Lcks. Price Incl. (2) $2250 CCR, (3) $1500

 Competitive Conquest Lease Cash, MSRP: $22,395.

NEW 2018 CHEVROLET
TRAX LS AWD

Stk#8774C, Auto, 4cyl, OnStar, Pwr Str/Brks/Winds/
Lcks. Price Incl. (2) $2500 CCR, (3) 1500 

Competitive Conquest Lease, MSRP: $23,495.

YOUR
CHOICE

NEW 2018 CHEVROLET 
MALIBU LT SEDAN

$139
PER MO.(1) 39 MO LEASE

Stk#8741C, Auto, 4cyl, OnStar, Pwr Str/Brks/Winds/
Lcks. Price Incl. (2) $2100 CCR, (3) $1500 

Competitive Conquest Lease Cash, MSRP: $26,095.

NEW 2018 CHEVROLET 
EQUINOX LS AWD

Stk#8786C, Auto, 4cyl, OnStar, Pwr Str/Brks/Winds/
Lcks. Price Incl. (2) $2250 CCR, (3) $1500

 Competitive Conquest Lease, MSRP: $28,450.

YOUR
CHOICE

(1) 

(1) 
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DMV#7043396   NYC DCA Lic#0903951

3510 Webster Ave, Bronx • 718.654.7200
GUNHILL ROAD EXIT 9 OFF BRONX RIVER PKWY

Se Habla Español
.com

VISIT US ONLINE FOR MORE
SUMMER SERVICE AND PARTS SPECIALS

ROTATE TIRES, ADJUST TIRE PRESSURE TO 
PROPER INFLATION, REPROGRAM TIRE 
PRESSURE MONITORING

TIRE ROTATION
$29 95

 PLUS TAX

SERVICE DUE EVERY 2 YEARS. 
REMOVE AND CLEAN TERMINAL 
AND DIELECTRIC GREASE APPLIED.

BATTERY SERVICE
$39 95

PLUS TAX

REPLACE MICRO FILTER AND REMOVE 
MOST ALLERGENS FROM THE AIR. .
Must present coupon upon arrival at the dealership. 1 coupon per transaction per 
family.  Cannot be combined with any other offers. Valid only at LASORSA Autos. 

Expires 8/15/18.

REPLACE CABIN AIR FILTER
$89 95
 

PLUS TAX

WE SERVICE ALL OTHER MAKES & MODELS. BRING IN YOUR NON 
GM CAR AND WE WILL TAKE 10% OFF YOUR BILL. REFER A FRIEND 
AND GET $20.00 IN HOUSE CREDIT WHEN CAR IS DONE.

SERVICE OFFER

10%OFF

REPLACE DIFFERENTIAL FLUID. 
RECOMMENDED EVERY 2 YEARS 
– SOME MODELS LONGER.

DRIVELINE SERVICE PER AXLE
$180 95

PLUS TAX

CHANGE 5 QTS. ENGINE AND OIL FILTER. 
ROTATE TIRES AND ADJUST PRESSURE.
INSPECT FUEL AND EXHAUST SYSTEMS, BRAKE HOSES.

MAINTENANCE I SERVICE

WAS 
$89 95 $59 95

 
PLUS TAX

C O O L  S U M M E R

SERVICE
PARTS

&

• CERTIFIED SERVICE EXPERTS
• LOCATED IN THE BRONX, NY
• GM CERTIFIED TRAINED
• CONVENIENT SERVICE HOURS

LASORSA USES
GM PARTS TO

MAINTAIN YOUR CAR,
TRUCK OR SUV

Must present coupon upon arrival at the dealership. 1 coupon per transaction per 
family.  Cannot be combined with any other offers. Valid only at LASORSA Autos. 

Expires 8/15/18.

Must present coupon upon arrival at the dealership. 1 coupon per transaction per 
family.  Cannot be combined with any other offers. Valid only at LASORSA Autos. 

Expires 8/15/18.

Must present coupon upon arrival at the dealership. 1 coupon per transaction per 
family.  Cannot be combined with any other offers. Valid only at LASORSA Autos. 

Expires 8/15/18.

Must present coupon upon arrival at the dealership. 1 coupon per transaction per 
family.  Cannot be combined with any other offers. Valid only at LASORSA Autos. 

Expires 8/15/18.

$20CREDIT 

Must present coupon upon arrival at the dealership. 1 coupon per transaction per 
family.  Cannot be combined with any other offers. Valid only at LASORSA Autos. 

Expires 8/15/18.
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Weekly health update by David Kaseman, D.C.
COURTESY OF: 

DAVID KASEMAN, D.C. 
(718) 597-6400

Mental Attitude: Dia-
betes and Parkinson’s Risk. 
Following a review of pa-
tient data concerning over 
eight million individuals, 
researchers report that type 
2 diabetics have a 32% in-
creased risk for developing 
Parkinson’s disease. The re-
searchers note their “fi nd-
ings may refl ect shared ge-
netic predisposition and/or 
disrupted shared pathogenic 
pathways with potential clin-
ical and therapeutic implica-
tions.” Neurology, June 2018

Health Alert: There’s No 
Such Thing As “Healthy Obe-
sity”. An analysis of thirty 
years of data concerning 
over 90,000 American women 
showed that obese women 
who were metabolically 
healthy (normal blood pres-
sure, cholesterol, and blood 
sugar) for over twenty years 
still had a 57% elevated risk 

for cardiovascular disease. 
Lead researcher Dr. Matthias 
Schulze explains, “If you are 
obese, but free of disease like 
diabetes or hypertension, it 
does not mean you are free 
of the risk for cardiovascu-
lar disease… You are still at 
a higher risk of cardiovascu-
lar disease compared to nor-
mal weight healthy women.” 
The Lancet Diabetes & Endo-
crinology, May 2018

Diet: Cutting Down on 
Meat and Dairy May Reduce 
Heart Failure Risk. Middle-
aged men who eat a lot of 
meat, dairy, and other high-
protein foods may be increas-
ing their risk for heart fail-
ure. A review of 22 years of 
data concerning 2,400 Finn-
ish men found that those with 
a high-protein diet had a 33% 
increased risk for heart fail-
ure, and the risk increased 
if their primary sources of 
protein were animal meat or 
dairy. Researcher Dr. Jyrki 
Virtanen notes, “Our fi nd-

ings indicate the high pro-
tein intake may have some 
adverse effects on health, es-
pecially if the protein is com-
ing from animal sources.” 
Circulation: Heart Failure, 
May 2018

Exercise: Exercise Re-
duces Fall Risk in Kidney 
Patients. Falls are a leading 
cause of death and injury 
among seniors, especially 
those with chronic kidney 
disease (CKD). An analysis 
of data concerning 157,753 
adults age 65 and over found 
that CKD patients who regu-
larly exercised had a 32% re-
duced risk for experiencing a 
fall. Preventing Chronic Dis-
ease, June 2018

Chiropractic: Manipu-
lative Treatment Beneficial 
for Low Back Pain. In a re-
cent study, researchers ran-
domly assigned 68 patients 
suffering from non-specific 
chronic low back pain to re-
ceive either five manipula-
tive therapy treatments or 

five sham treatments over a 
one-month period. Following 
the conclusion of care, the 
investigators reported that 
the patients in the manipu-
lative treatment group expe-
rienced significant improve-
ments in pain and disability 
that were not observed in the 
sham treatment group. The 
findings reveal the benefi-
cial role that manipulative 
therapy treatments, such as 
those provided by doctors of 
chiropractic, can have in the 
management of non-specific 
chronic low back pain. Ar-
chives of Physical Medicine 
and Rehabilitation, May 2018

Wellness/Prevention : 
Sleeping in on the Weekends 
May Help You Live Longer? 
New research suggests that 
too little sleep during the 
work week can be counter-
acted by sleeping in on the 
weekends. A study involving 
nearly 44,000 people showed 
that the risk of early death 
among individuals who got 

less sleep during the week 
and more sleep on the week-
ends differed very little from 
those who averaged seven 
hours per night on both 
weekdays and weekends. 
The findings suggest we 
shouldn’t feel guilty about 
sleeping in on the weekends. 
Journal of Sleep Research, 
May 2018

Quote: “Saying nothing... 
sometimes says the most.” ~ 
Emily Dickinson

For More Information 
on back pain, neck pain, 
headaches, Carpal Tunnel 
Syndrome, joint pain, and 
Whiplash, go to: www.DrDa-
vidKasemanBlog.com.

This information should 
not be substituted for medical 
or chiropractic advice. Any 
and all health care concerns, 
decisions, and actions must 
be done through the advice 
and counsel of a health care 
professional who is familiar 
with your updated medical 
history.

BY GIANELLA PEREZ
NEW ROCHELLE HIGH SCHOOL

On Thursday, June 14, the 
New Rochelle Chamber of 
Commerce hosted its 97th An-
nual Installation Ceremony 
where the new members of the 
chamber were sworn into the 
chamber by the Honorable Su-
san Kettner.

The ceremony was held at 
the New Dawn Foundation at 
590 Davenport Avenue. 

Jennifer Lanser, executive 
director of the Chamber of 
Commerce, expressed her en-
thusiasm for the future of the 
Chamber with its new mem-
bers: “After many years we 
are operating with almost an 
entirely new board of direc-
tors. Although indebted to 
boards of our past, we are ex-
cited about the vigor and fresh 
perspective of these new mem-
bers and what they will bring 
to the New Rochelle business 

New Rochelle Chamber swears in board of directors
community.”

The new members include 
Papa Asante, founder of The 
LAB; Jonathan Newman, 
owner of Liebman’s; Chris-
tina Rubicco of Anna & Jack’s 
Treehouse; Lutonya Russell-
Humes, executive director 
of Boys and Girls of New Ro-
chelle; and Anthony Russo, co-
owner of Modern restaurant & 
Lounge.

The existing Board of Di-
rectors is as follows: Executive 
Board: Rob Hayes, president, 
owner of ghe Beechmont Tav-
ern; John Lanser III, executive 
vice president, commercial/
residential realtor of Coldwell 
Banker; Vincent Fasano, trea-
surer, funeral director of Riv-
erside Memorial Chapel; Sha-
ron Schaefer, secretary, owner 
of Creative Bookkeeping Solu-
tions; Carol Barrella of Town 
Planner Calendar, acting sec-
retary; Louis Iacopetta, vice 

(Above, fi rst row, l-r) Jennifer Lanser, John Lanser, Ciro Chechile, Christi-
na Rubicco, Bob Marrone, Ibanessa Hogan, Aaron Soury, (second row, l-r) 
Anthony Russo, Lutonya Russell-Humes, Jonathan Newman, Frank Miceli, 
Andrew Feigenbaum, Vincent Fasano, Robert Hayes, Hon. Susan Kettner, 
and (third row) Papa Asante.

president of Commerce, owner 
of LJI Wealth Management; 
Alex Grantcharov, vice presi-
dent of Retail, fi nancial plan-
ner at Edward Jones; Frank 
Miceli, immediate past presi-
dent, owner of Minuteman 
Press International, Inc.; ex-
isting board members: Ciro 
Chechile of Caly Services & 
Janitorial Supply; Andrew 
Feigenbaum of MassMutual; 
Ibanessa Hogan of Masterpiece 
Accounting; Bob Marrone of 
WVOX; and Aaron Soury of A. 
Neumann & Associates.

The entire list of the board 
of directors can be found on 
their website at Newrochelle-
chamber.org/board-of-direc-
tors/.

For further information 
regarding the New Rochelle 
Chamber of Commerce, call 
(914) 632-5700, or visit their 
website at Newrochellecham-
ber.org.

The Northeast Bronx Se-
nior Center, located at 2968 
Bruckner Boulevard, in the 
basement of St. Benedict’s 

Northeast Bronx Senior Center offerings
Parish, is open Monday 
through Friday from 9 a.m. to 
4 p.m.  Lunch is served daily 
at noon.  A voluntary contri-

bution is appreciated.  Daily 
social and cultural activities 
include Bingo, dancing, Glee 
Club, exercise class, trips and 

much more.  They have blood 
pressure screening once a 
week.  A case worker is avail-
able to help seniors access en-

titlements and benefi ts.  Reg-
istrations is required with no 
fee.  Seniors must be at least 60 
years old.
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Nos Quedamos hosted ‘We Are Melrose Común-Unidad: Common Unity = Community’ on Saturday, July 21 at East 160th Street 
between Melrose and Elton avenues. This year’s exemplary honorees were Bronx Parks Commissioner Iris Rodriguez-Rosa; John 
Dudley, Community Board 3 district manager; Bill Aguado, En Foco director and former Bronx Council on the Arts executive direc-
tor; Raymond Figueroa, Friends of Brook Park organizer; Carmen Allenda, South Bronx Action Group director and the late Jose 
‘Chema’ Soto’ Rincón Criollo, Rincón Criollo Community Garden founder and legendary urban green space pioneer. (above) Jose 
‘Chema’ Soto’s family proudly accepted NYS Assembly and Congressional citations on his behalf.  (above left) MazArte Dance 
Company gave a crowd pleasing traditional Mexican dance performance Photos by Edward Watkins

Nos Quedamos Hosts ‘We Are 
Melrose Común-Unidad’

(far left) Jeremiah Medina (c) was eager to play 
the congo drums.

(middle) Bronx County Conservative Party District 
leader and Assembly District 84 leader Oswald 
Denis joined Grow NYC’s Mayra (l) and Miryam in 
promoting green recycling.

(left) Nos Quedamos co-founder Anna Vincenty 
(2nd from r) and Assemblyman Michael Blake hon-
ored Carmen Allende (c).

(below) Nos Quedamos congratulated this year’s honorees on their accomplishments.
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RHYMES
WITH CRAZY

Lenore Skenazy

Mr. Rogers was the host 
of a half hour of calm for 
kids from 1968 until 2001. 
On other kid’s shows you 
could fi nd fl ying squirrels, 
falling pianos, and grouches 
in garbage cans. But tune in 
to Mr. Rogers Neighborhood 
and you found a soft-spoken 
middle-aged guy, forever 
changing into his cardigan, 
who spent his days talk-
ing and sometimes singing 
with a worn-out sock puppet 
and some equally low-key, 
kindly neighbors.

To many kids, including (I 
am now ashamed to say) me, 
it looked like the most boring 
place on earth. To others, a 
new documentary reveals, it 
was a haven, a hearth, free 
therapy, the spark of good, 
and a warm, loving family 
all rolled into one. 

It could be what we need 
today. 

The documentary “Won’t 
You Be My Neighbor?” fea-
tures footage going back to 
the show’s beginning, when 
Mr. Rogers — he does have 
a fi rst name, it’s Fred — was 
about to go to divinity school 
when he happened to see 
some children’s program-
ming and couldn’t believe 

 Here’s why I now live Mr. Rogers more than ever before
it. Explosions? Pie throwing? 
Companies pushing kids to 
buy toys? Mr. Rogers was so in-
censed, he put school on hold to 
start a new kind of kiddie tele-
vision. He’d use half an hour to 
show kids old movies and other 
educational material.

Except that back then, the 
fi lms he was screening were so 
old they kept breaking or burn-
ing up. Mid-show there was 
nothing on the screen. That’s 
when he grabbed a puppet and 
started talking to the kids in-
stead, necessity being the pup-
pet of invention. 

As he pulled together his 
new show, Mr. Rogers started 
studying child development. 
He learned something he al-
ready knew in his heart: that 
kids are full human beings 
with a full range emotions, 
including the darkness child-
hood holds. But it is possible 
all that training wouldn’t have 
made Mr. Rogers so attuned to 
kid’s wonder and sorrow had 
he not experienced it himself.

He was, he says, sick as 
a kid. Born in 1928, he spent 
many long days in bed, conva-
lescing. He had to make up sto-
ries — characters, songs — to 
keep himself occupied. 

Then, too, before he hit high 

school and slimmed down, 
he’d earned the name, “Fat 
Freddy.” A photo of him shows 
why. Nobody wants to be bul-
lied, of course, but as one of the 
interviewees notes in the fi lm: 
It’s possible that without Fat 
Freddy, there wouldn’t have 
been a “Mr. Rogers” either.

The yin and yang of child-
hood is something Mr. Rogers 
was not afraid to talk about, 
making him outrageously rad-
ical even while many of us dis-
missed him as a goody-goody. 
This is a man who did an en-
tire week of programs about di-
vorce, and another on death — 
for kids! In an era when many 
whites were unwilling to swim 

in the same pool as African-
Americans — so hard to imag-
ine today — Mr. Rogers put a 
little kiddie pool on the set and 
cooled his feet in it. When the 
neighborhood “cop” came by, 
played by African-American 
Francois Scarborough Clem-
mons, Mr. Rogers invited him 
to cool his feet off too. The 
camera, as straightforward as 
a curious child, bends over to 
look at the two sets of feet – one 
black, one white – enjoying the 
water together.

A moment like that, so sim-
ple and so powerful, is almost a 
prayer. But despite the divinity 
degree Mr. Rogers eventually 
earned, he knew that preach-
ing is … preachy. So instead 
he just exemplifi ed the kind of 
respect and love he wanted ev-
eryone to give their neighbors, 
even the littlest ones.

In one of the movie’s most 
moving scenes, he welcomes 
a little boy, Jeffrey Erlanger, 
who uses a motorized wheel-
chair. Instead of ignoring the 
device, Mr. Rogers asks about 
it. But then instead of focus-
ing on the boy’s disability, they 
chat for awhile about highs and 
lows and sing a song together:

“It’s you I like. It’s not the 
things you wear. It’s not the 

way you do your hair. But 
it’s you I like, the way you 
are right now, the way 
down deep inside you. Not 
the things that hide you.  … 
It’s you I like.”

Mr. Rogers doesn’t seem 
to have lectured his little 
viewers about the evils of 
bullying, the importance 
of diversity, or any of the 
other issues schools are 
hitting head-on today. 
That’s because when you 
see the worthiness in ev-
eryone you interact with, 
there can’t be bullying. Di-
versity? That’s a given — 
we’re all people. 

Fred Rogers knew the 
simple key to solving the 
earth’s problems. “Every-
one longs to be loved. And 
the greatest thing we can 
do is to let people know that 
they are loved and capable 
of loving.”

The key is not to preach 
or teach, it’s to love.

And for what it’s worth, 
now I love Mr. Rogers.

Lenore Skenazy presi-
dent of Let Grow, a non-
partisan group promoting 
childhood independence 
and resilience, and founder 
of Free-Range Kids.

Join the Bronx Jewish Cen-
ter for its next community 
Shabbat dinner at the Bronx 
Jewish Center,1969 Haight Av-
enue, to be held on Friday, Au-
gust 3, starting at 7 p.m. The 

special theme for that evening 
will be Shabbat in Brazil. Yes, 
That’s right Brazil. All of your 
favorite Brazilian dishes will 
take center stage.  Enjoy a deli-
cious four-course dinner with 

your fellow neighbors. Turn 
your Friday night Shabbat 
into an evening of spiritual 
awakening, Jewish songs and 
culinary delight. 

RSVP to (718) 812-1701. 

Shabbat dinners are held the 
fi rst Friday of every month.

“No, it isn’t all about the 
food,” said Rabbi Pewzner 
of the Bronx Jewish Center. 
“What is important is that 

the entire community joins 
together and welcomes the 
start of the Shabbat. It will be 
a beautiful time for everyone. 
Please join us. We look foward 
to welcoming you.”

Bronx Jewish Center’s upcoming event

BY CHRYS NAPLITANO
Nobody said that starting a 

farmers market would be easy.  
Any new endeavor has a learn-
ing curve.  We’re working our 
way through it though.   For 
example, it poured rain on 
Tuesday, July 17. Just as soon 
as we got the tents up a torren-
tial rain storm started.  I had 
already set up my table so we 
threw a plastic tarp over ev-
erything and I huddled under 
the tent with two of our loyal 
volunteers, Ama and Cici.  
Next Lovie from Morris Perk 
showed up and we squeezed 
her under the table.  Barb 
from Dates with Destiny, our 
vegan baker extraordinaire, 
ran under the tent, leaving her 
baked goods safe and sound in 
her car.  Lastly, my husband 
showed up, ready to man our 

table.  
And so we sat there, as the 

rain poured down and the 
lightning struck and thun-
der boomed for over an hour.  
There was a break in the rain 
and we pulled up our car and 
threw everything in it, includ-
ing Lovie and her bags of cof-
fee, before the rain poured 
again.  Unfortunately, with the 
summer enrichment program 
still running at Preston High 
School, we were unable to fi nd 
a safe alternate space to run 
the market.  And so, we apolo-
gize to anyone who showed up 
and could not fi nd us.  We’re 
meeting with the school Tues-
day morning to talk to them 
about fi nding a place for us to 
use on rainy days.  

This coming Thursday, 
we’re heading to DIG Farm 

for a farmers social, an op-
portunity to meet more of the 
farmers from the Westchester 
Growers Alliance.  It’s a pot 
luck dinner, and I know ex-
actly what I’m going to bring 
– Zucchini Fritters.  This is 
the time of year when we’re 
overwhelmed with summer 
squash and zucchini and this 
is one of my favorite recipes.  
You can make a huge batch of 
them and freeze them.   They 
are a great side dish and heat 
up just perfect if you freeze 
them on a single layer on a 
jelly roll pan with a silpat in-

sert.  If you freeze them all in a 
bag at one time you’ll just have 
a lump of fritters.

Zucchini Fritters

2 lbs zucchini
2 garlic scapes or garlic 

cloves, minced
¼ cup fresh herbs (cilantro, 

dill, mint or parsley or a com-
bination)

4 eggs
¼ cup grated cheese
½ cup fl our or chickpea 

fl our
½ teaspoon baking powder
¼ cup mushroom powder 

(optional)
1 teaspoon salt
Wash zucchini, trim off 

ends and grate with food pro-
cessor.  Drape a cheesecloth in 
a colander and place the col-
ander over a bowl.  Add the 
shredded zucchini and the 

salt, toss to coat and let it sit 
for 30 minutes.  Prep remain-
ing ingredients while waiting.  
Take fi stfuls of the shredded 
zucchini and squeeze until 
dry.  Place each fi stful in an-
other bowl until done.  Add 
the other ingredients and stir 
until combined.  Using a 12” 
fry pan, pour 1/2” of vegetable 
oil and heat to 325 degrees.  Us-
ing two soup spoons, drop dol-
lops of the zucchini mixture 
into the hot oil, cook for two 
minutes and fl ip.  Set them on 
a rack when done to drain off 
any oil.  Serve with a yogurt 
dill sauce or a tahini sauce.  
Or, as I stated before, freeze 
them and pop a few in the oven 
when  you need a taste of sum-
mer.

Be the change you’d like to 
see in the world.
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An Almanac Of The BronxAn Almanac Of The Bronx

STATSSTATS
BX ‘18

Advertising Deadline: Aug. 13, Issue Date: Aug. 24

How well do you 
know the Bronx?

Bronx STATS ’18, a bound and trimmed reference 

guide, will contain an extensive collection of Bronx 

data that all Bronx residents will find useful in their 

everyday lives. Now Bronxites will have at their fin-

gertips a publication they can use immediately or 

keep for future reference.

Copies of Bronx STATS ’18 will be inserted into 

both the Bronx Times Reporter and the Bronx 

Times with an additional year-long distribution to 

select borough-wide locations.

Almanac’s Content:

Hurry, don’t miss out on the 10th Annual
BX STATS ‘18

NEW AND
REVISED

   Call Laura Guerriero
(718) 260-4593LGuerriero@cnglocal.com      

• Bronx Community Boards
• Firehouses
• Police Stations
• Libraries
• Bronx High Schools
• Bronx Colleges, Universities
• Hospitals
• Elected Officials
• Courts
• Parks
• Bridges
• Housing Developments
• Major Shopping Centers
• Cable Access
• Bronx Monuments
• Bronx Cemeteries
• Cultural Opportunities
• Census Information
• Business Improvement Districts
• Yankee Stadium
• Organized Sports
• Youth Programs
• Landmarks
• Landmark Districts
• Post Offices
• Bronx Bus Lines
• Bronx Train Lines
• MetroNorth Stations
• Senior Centers
• Help Sites
• Geography
• Taverns
• New Construction
• Health & Fitness
• Restaurants
• 25 Influential Women
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3602/3604 East Tremont Avenue  

RECRUTING 
AGENTS

Have a real estate 
license and don’t 
know how to get 

started?

THINKING ABOUT 
GETTING YOUR

LICENSE?

WE CAN 
HELP!

CORE

REAL ESTATE
� �Sales
� �Residential
� �Commercial
� �Rentals

RECRUITING AGENTS
Have a real estate license and 
don’t know how to get started?

THINKING ABOUT GETTING
YOUR LICENSE?

WE CAN HELP!

Adrian    917.724.4789

    $5OFF

ALL SERVICES BY APPOINTMENT ONLY

Your First
Visit With This 

Coupon

AT THE TFamily Owned & Operated
Since 2004
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Offi ce/Retail Space Available in the Mall Call 917-232-2375

(2nd Floor) Suite 204

Lessons on all Instruments
Beginners & Intermediate

Repairs, Recordings, Video

Live Bands
Disc Jockeys Available
Call 646-261-0170
    or 646-331-9707
for free consultation or
www.justnutsmusic.net

Want to play an instrument?
Just Nuts Music School

THE STYLIST &
THE BARBER
The Throggs Neck Mall
3602 E. Tremont Avenue
Bronx, NY 10465

718-684-1191

Chair Rental
Looking for stylist, barbers and/or nail tech with a following

Laser Hair Removal 
IPL Facial 

Chemical Peel 
Balayage Brazilian Blowout 
Spring & Summer Special 

We specialize in:
Color Correction 
Hair Extensions 

Stylist: Jen  Barber: JayWOMEN MEN

718-684-1191

50% 
First Color 
ServiceOFF

Mention This Ad
And Receive

10% 

OFF

follow us on Instagram
and Facebook 

COMING SOON-MICRO BLADING

THROGGS NECK MALL

AMSTERDAM AIR COOLING

212-787-7700

   Commercial $ Residential

    upon request

TUESDAY &
WEDNESDAY
8 COURSE HIBACHI

DINNER
$1995
CHICKEN, STEAK

OR SHRIMP
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Senator Rivera (r) met with elderly constituents for the fi fth consecutive 
year. Photo courtesy of Senator Gustavo Rivera’s Offi ce

Senator Gustavo Rivera and Assemblyman Victor Pichardo co-hosted 
their fi fth annual Senior Health Fair on Friday, July 20 at Monroe Col-
lege’s Mintz Auditorium. As part of Rivera’s Bronx CAN Health Initiative, 
over 200 elders enjoyed a summer afternoon compete with music, deli-
cious and nutritious food, fun raffl es, useful health-related information 
and free health screenings from 18 governmental agencies and non-
profi t organizations.

RIVERA, PICHARDO HOST
SENIOR HEALTH FAIR

Councilman Rafael Salamanca recently toured the the Bronx Documen-
tary Center’s latest exhibit, the ‘Latin American Foto Festival,’ with Mike 
Kamber, founder and executive director.

SALAMANCA TOURS BRONX 
DOCUMENTARY CENTER

Councilman Salamanca (r) and Mike Kamber enjoyed viewing the exhib-
ited works. Photo courtesy of Councilman Rafael Salamanca’s Offi ce

Councilman Salamanca (3rd from r) joined others in cutting the ribbon for the new center. 
 Photo courtesy of Councilman Rafael Salamanca’s Offi ce

Councilman Rafael Salamanca, Assemblyman Marcos Crespo and Manhattan District Attorney Cyrus Vance 
recently celebrated the ribbon-cutting of the new site for Sustainable South Bronx and the HOPE Program in 
Hunts Point.

SUSTAINABLE SOUTH BRONX RETURNS TO HUNTS POINT

Councilman Gjonaj (l) and Gerard ‘Skip’ Giacco stayed cool during their meeting. 
 Photo courtesy of Councilman Mark Gjonaj’s Offi ce

Councilman Mark Gjonaj met with Gerard ‘Skip’ Giacco, City Island Chamber of Commerce president, at small 
businesses, Lickety Split Ice Cream, an island staple.

GJONAJ MEETS WITH CI CHAMBER PRESIDENT
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Bronx YMCA, 2 Castle Hill Avenue, Bronx, NY  
6 – 9 pm

THURSDAY, SEPTEMBER 6, 2018

Bon
Appetit

Bronx 

  YMCA

Scholarship Gala

All Night Food Tasting from Great Bronx Restaurants
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JAY DEMERS – Warrior Football Program, Founder

ERIC SEMLER - The Bronx Bombers Little League Travel Team, Founder 
AMANDA MCLEAN – New York Yankees Coordinator, Corporate/Community Relations 

BOUNA COUNDOUL – Coach & Former Senegalese Soccer Player
VINCENT BUCCIERI - Fordham Prep, Freshman Coach

YOU CAN CHANGE THE LIFE OF  
A CHILD, TEEN OR FAMILY IN NEED

JOIN US FOR THE 
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5��7��	�����	"��	:��������	;���	&	<���	5������(		=���	���	������



BRONX TIMES REPORTER, JULY 27-AUGUST 2, 201840    BTR

More than 40 Altice USA interns and employees volunteered at three local non-profi t Bronx-
Works locations across the borough on July 12.  Specifi cally, they assisted at senior centers 
and revitalized community space, where Altice USA interns had the opportunity to experi-
ence the company’s local community commitment fi rsthand. 

BRONXWORKS, ALTICE REVITALIZE BOROUGH

Altice USA volunteers prepared to serve lunch for community members at the BronxWorks 
Heights Senior Center. Photo courtesy of BronxWorks

(l-r) The Fusion Band’s bassist and vocalist Ricardo Jerome, keyboardist Anthony Codring-
ton and William McIntosh, steel drummer kept the crowd moving to the beat. 
 Photo by Laura Stone

Borough President Ruben Diaz, Jr. hosted the second edition of his annual Bronx Summer 
Concert Series at Orchard Beach on Sunday, July 22. The day’s entertainment included Ca-
lypso/Reggae band Ricardo Jerome and the Fusion Band, Top 40’s/Soul band the Everything 
Covered Band and Salsa band Fuerza Positiva.

DIAZ SPONSORS ORCHARD BEACH CONCERT

Armando Duchesne, Jr. played the conga at the center’s Puerto Rican Heritage Show. 
 Photo courtesy of Centers Health Care/Bronx Center

Bronx Center for Rehabilitation and Healthcare residents and staff remembered their long-
time, highly personable and energetic late resident Armando Duchesne, Sr. in a heartwarm-
ing tribute ceremony. Duchesne, Sr., who passed away last year, is remembered for his love 
of music and for helping to make everyone smile.

BRONX CENTER REMEMBERS DUCHESNE

Gjonaj (front, r) and the Albanian Dual Language Program provided some quality reading. 
 Photo courtesy of Councilman Mark Gjonaj’s Offi ce

Councilman Mark Gjonaj was glad to see the Albanian Dual Language Program making 
strides and starting at P.S. 105 in the Bronx this September. The councilman thanked the 
Albanian Deputy Prime Minister Senida Mes for donating the text books and offering help 
with the curriculum.

ALBANIAN LANGUAGE PROGRAM RECEIVES BOOKS

Councilman Salamanca (r) joined his po-
litical peers in welcoming FreshDirect to the 
Bronx. 
 Photo courtesy of Councilman Rafael Salamanca’s 
Offi ce

Councilman Rafael Salamanca and elected 
offi cials attended the opening of the new 
state-of-the-art FreshDirect south Bronx 
campus on Tuesday, July 17 at 2 St. Ann’s 
Avenue.

FRESHDIRECT 
OPENS IN

PORT MORRIS
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Several local leaders were toasted at the Bronx County Democratic Party’s annual dinner on Wednesday, July 18 at Marina del Rey Caterers. This year’s distinguished honorees 
included Joseph Geiger, NYC District Council of Carpenters executive secretary-treasurer; Mario J. Garcia, MD, Montefi ore Medical Center/Albert Einstein College of Medicine 
Heart and Vascular Care co-director; Rella Fogliano, MacQuesten Companies president; Rosa Garcia, Mott Haven Bar and Grill owner and Lifetime Achievement Award recipient 
and former deputy borough president Aurelia Greene.

Bronx Dems Honor Leaders At Awards Gala

Bronx County Democratic Party chairman 
Assemblyman Marcos Crespo (r) honored 
Joseph Geiger. Photo by Silvio Pacifi co

Rella Fogliano graciously accepted her 
award plaque from Crespo. 
 Photo by Silvio Pacifi co

Dr. Mario J. Garcia (l) happily accepted his 
award during the gala celebration. 
 Photo by Silvio Pacifi co

Rosa Garcia was honored for her service to 
the community and local economy. 
 Photo by Silvio Pacifi co

(below) Aurelia Greene (c) received congratulations from (l-r) Councilwoman Vanessa Gibson, Assembly Speaker Carl Heastie, Assemblyman Crespo, Borough President Diaz, Councilman 
Andy King and District Attorney Darcel Clark. Photo by Silvio Pacifi co

(left) Former deputy borough president and 
Lifetime Acheivement Award recipient Aure-
lia Greene (r) was presented a lifelike por-
trait painted by Vanessa Ayala. 
 Photo by Silvio Pacifi co

Mayor de Blasio (l) caught up with Borough 
President Diaz during the celebration. 
 Photo by Silvio Pacifi co
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Councilman Mark Gjonaj (c) celebrated with WSZIO volunteers and event organiz-
ers. Photo courtesy of WSZIO

Children participated in a magic trick during the Simply Magic show. 
 Photo by Miriam Quin

Preston Paez (l) enjoyed meeting one of the puppet show’s cast mem-
bers. Photo by Miriam Quin

Aileen Gee showed off her awesome nautical face paint design! 
 Photo by Miriam Quin

Children enjoyed a front row view of the puppet show. 
 Photo by Miriam Quin

Volunteers for Wildlife education coordinator Marie Cancro intro-
duced everyone to a red-tailed hawk, one of North America’s most 
widespread and common hawks. Photo by Miriam Quin

Children and their families had a ‘magical’ time celebrating summer. NYC Parks 
and the Westchester Square-Zerega Improvement Organization presented an af-
ternoon of summertime delights on Saturday, July 14 at Pelham Bay Park’s Play-
ground for All Children. The family-friendly extravaganza featured a spellbinding 
Simply Magic show, puppets by Uncle Morty’s Clubhouse, games, arts and crafts 
and Volunteers for Wildlife raptor ambassadors’ highly informative program.

Family Fun Day in Pelham Bay Park
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Jerome Park Friends and Neighbors joined a group of 17 volunteers in restoring Washington’s Walk at the south end of Jerome Park 
Reservoir to its former glory on Saturday, July 21. Washington’s Walk/Fort Four dates back to 1777 as the colonial landscape was being 
altered by the Revolutionary War and was the largest fortifi cation in the neighborhood.

Jerome Park Friends, Vols Revitalize Washington’s Walk

(left) Many volun-
teers were ready and 
willing to lend Moth-
er Nature a helping 
hand. Photo by Edward 
Watkins

(right) One volunteer 
took up her rake and 
shovel to help revi-
talize Washington’s 
Walk. 
 Photo by Edward 
Watkins

Lawrence Santarelli and Deb-
ra Travis were eager to revi-
talize Washington’s Walk. 
 Photo by Edward Watkins

(above) Volunteers re-
moved invasive plants and 
litter from the natural oa-
sis. 
 Photo by Edward Watkins

(left) Maria helped spruce 
up the park. 
 Photo by Edward Watkins

(far left) Volunteers tend-
ed to the shrubs and re-
moved dead leaves from 
the park grounds. 
 Photo by Edward 
Watkins
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POT of GOLD
Sherbee Antiques is a family-owned business that has been 

serving the tri-state area for over 60 years. 
We buy from the full contents of homes and estates 

to single items. We specialize in high-end goods such as 
antiques, art, fi ne porcelain, lighting, bronzes and sculptures. 

We have particular interest in fi ne jewelry, timepieces, 
diamonds, gold and silver. 

If you call we will come to you, free of charge, and evaluate 
what you are selling. We know the value of your possessions 
and are willing to pay top dollar on the spot. Please feel free 
to call seven days a week for a free same day consultation.

You may be sitting on a large fortune. 
Call Sherbee Antiques. They’ll tell you how much.

CALL TODAY 917-748-7622 OR 718-762-7448 
You’ll be glad you did.

Sherbee  Antiques
Est. 1940

Upcoming Wave Hill events
Saturday, August 4; Sunday, Au-

gust 5: Family Art Project: On Story-
telling and the Land: In conjunction 
with this summer’s gallery exhibition 
addressing ecological consciousness, 
activist and exhibiting artist Alicia 
Grullon will pose the question “What 
connects us to the land?” Through 
storytelling, movement and exploring 
Wave Hill’s history, we’ll go beyond 
property titles and leases, and create 
inclusive stories, envisioning a future 
when the land belongs to everyone. 
Free, and admission to the grounds is 
free until noon.

Saturday, August 4; Sunday, Au-
gust 5: Garden Highlights Walk: Join 
a Wave Hill Garden guide for an hour-
long tour of seasonal garden high-
lights. Free, and admission to the 
grounds is free until noon.

Saturday, August 4: Gallery Tour: 
Learn about Glyndor Gallery exhi-
bitions on a tour led by Wave Hill’s 
Curatorial Fellow. Ecological Con-
sciousness: Artist as Instigator con-
tinues Wave Hill’s efforts to examine 

the ways that artists engage in eco-
logical projects that present a call to 
action. 

The exhibition documents envi-
ronmental art that explores persis-
tent problems throughout New York 
City. In the Sunroom Project Space, 
Priyanka Dasgupta and Chad Mar-
shall’s installation uses traditional 
landscape architecture, such as a con-
ventional English garden maze, to 
expose the instability of identity in 
the United States. Working collabora-
tively since 2015, Dasgupta and Mar-
shall’s work explores the dichotomy of 
the sanctuary—its ability to protect 
as well as restrict. 

In the Sun Porch, Katie Westmo-
reland’s presentation of kinetic tap-
estries responds to the space’s archi-
tecture, evoking the patterns cast by 
sunlight through trees and plants. 

Her immersive installation utilizes 
the passing light and shadow patterns 
of the day as active mediums in her 
work, calling attention to the sun’s en-
during, inspirational qualities. Free 

with admission to the grounds.
Sunday, August 5: Neighbors En-

gaging the Environment: Explore 
two thought-provoking exhibitions at 
neighboring institutions in one after-
noon. The Derfner Judaica Museum 
+ The Art Collection’s Associate Cu-
rator Emily O’Leary will give infor-
mal tours of Erosion: Works by Leon-
ard Ursachi, whose work addresses 
themes of environmental and social 
crises caused by manmade events. 
The exhibition refl ects on how the 

Wave Hill Family Art Project ‘On Storytelling and the Land.’                   
                 Photo courtesy of Joshua Bright

destruction of natural resources is 
intimately interconnected with the 
effacement of human history and cul-
ture. Wave Hill senior curator Jenni-
fer McGregor will give informal tours 
of Wave Hill’s Ecological Conscious-
ness: Artist as Instigator. Wave Hill 
provides shuttle service between the 
Hebrew Home and Wave Hill. Free 
with admission to the grounds. 

Wave Hill is located at 675 West 
252nd Street. For further information 
call (718) 549-3200 ext. 232.
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Essen Health Care and Urgent Care representatives were eager to cut the ribbon. 
 Photo by Edward Watkins

Dr. Sumir Sangal (l) and Dr. Shervin Mortazavi (2nd from r) welcomed everyone to the center.
 Photo by Edward Watkins

Dr. Sumir Sahgal, Essen Health Care and Senator Luis Sepulveda joined the community in celebrating the grand opening of a brand new Urgent Care facility on Wednesday, July 18 at 1009 
E. 163rd Street.

URGENT CARE OPENS ON EAST 163RD STREET

Police offi cers from the 45th Precinct; Community Affairs police offi cer Hannah Rahn (2nd 
row, 2nd from l); Thomas Messina (back, c), representing Congressman Crowley; Bob Beider 
(2nd row, 4th from r), 45th Precinct Community Council president and John Doyle (back, r), 
sergeant-at-arms with community members. Photo by Laura Stone

The 45th Precinct Community Council and Congressman Joseph Crowley sponsored ‘Pizza With 
a Cop’ on Saturday, July 21 at Ljubo’s Pizza. Held in conjunction with Westchester Square Busi-
ness Improvement District’s Movie Night, the friendly get together allowed residents an op-
portunity to meet and chat with their local police offi cers while enjoying fresh free pizza.

PIZZA WITH A COP HELD AT THE SQUARE

Councilman Rafael Salamanca joined the NYC Department of Transportation and the NYPD 
for Year 5 of Vision Zero Street Teams Education Weeks, handing out Vision Zero materials to 
pedestrians, cyclists and drivers in high traffi c neighborhoods.

DOT, NYPD CELEBRATE VISION ZERO’S 5TH YEAR

Councilman Salamanca (c) joined NYC DOT and NYPD representatives for the celebration. 
 Photo courtesy of Councilman Rafael Salamanca’s Offi ce

(l-r) Shantel Lattimore, CoolRoofs; Assemblyman Marcos Crespo;  Jennifer Mitchell, SSBx. executive director; Manhattan District Attorney Cyrus Vance; Lauren Samuel, SSBx. board chair-
woman; Dana Worthy; board member; Paul Neuman, board chairman and student Jose Roman. Photo by Edwin Soto

The HOPE Program hosted an open house and ribbon-cutting ceremony to celebrate its green jobs-focused subsidiary Sustainable South Bronx’s new training facility on Thursday, July 
19 at 1360 Garrison Avenue.

SUSTAINABLE SSBX. JOB TRANING FACILITY OPENING
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BY MARY JANE MUSANO
I hope you are enjoying 

the summer.  It’s passing fast 
and our board is hard at work 
preparing for our September 
meeting.  

It will be an important 
one so please put Tuesday, 
September 25 on your calen-
dar now so that you will be 
sure to be there.

As you may know, there 

was a roll out of our new po-
licing program.  At the roll 
out, we met the police offi -
cers assigned to our commu-
nity.  We are known as Sector 
B and our offi cers are Juan 
Trinidad and Harmanjot 
Singh.  

It is very important that 
you meet them and develop a 
working relationship.  That 
is the goal of the new NCO 

policing program.
We have invited them to 

our September meeting so 
that you can meet with them 

and tell them what the is-
sues are on your block.  You 
will be given their contact 
information, including their 
cell phone number, so that 
you can reach them quickly.  
This, as you know, is price-
less!   

Our board will be meet-
ing with them soon and we 
welcome your input for this 
meeting.  If there is a prob-

lem in your area that you 
feel is a police matter, please 
call me sometime this week 
to discuss the issue.  You can 
reach me at (718) 792-6385 or 
at mjmusano@al.com.  Let’s 
get working on your problem 
now.

I look forward to seeing 
you at our September meet-
ing. Until then, enjoy these 
beautiful summer days.

BY DOROTHEA POGGI
One of our partnered 

groups, Bronx Animal Shel-
ter Endeavor, wants to ad-
dress this debated site in 
detail for those who are con-
fused or manipulated. This 
site was eyed by a developer 
who already paid for a lobby-
ist.

Neighbors’ concerns:
Why did they pick this 

site? The Bronx has been 
without an animal shelter 
since the late sixties.

Our taxpaying dollars 
have been inadequately dis-
tributed to other boroughs 
to serve their animals. The 
Manhattan Shelter absorbs 
many hours of volunteer 
service and donations from 
our volunteer girl scouts 
throughout the Bronx. 

This shelter (in general) 
was on the list of needs by 
the mayor, it was on the wish 
list from Community Board 
10. The full NYC Council has 
agreed on a law that each bor-
ough must have a shelter.

Bay Plaza is an estab-
lished shopping hub, a place 
to offer service directly to 
thousands of Bronxites. It 
is a place where the shelter 
could instantly become a fo-
cal point for vet care, adop-
tion and surrender. 

This site also fi t the phys-
ical and fi nancial criteria 
needed to succeed.

Additional traffi c and lack 
of subway:

It was determined early in 
the ULURP that there would 
not be 50 or more additional 
vehicles in any intersection a 
one time so a further traffi c 
study was not required. Most 
people drive or take a cab to 
adopt a pet. Although it is le-
gal to carry animals that fi t 
in a bag on subways, the lack 
of subway is not a problem. 

The noise level in subways 
is not recommended for ani-
mals anyway. People adopt-
ing small animals use carri-
ers in cars or buses and larger 
dogs go in cars or cabs.

Youth center promised 25 
years ago:

Money allotted for this 

‘only full service Bronx ani-
mal shelter’ will not be reas-
signed for a youth center.

Co-op City has aged. Co-op 
City is the largest Naturally 
Occurring Retirement Com-
munity in the nation (NORC). 
It would seem more feasible 
to enhance the existing com-
munity centers in each build-
ing withsenior wellness for 
the existing tenants and not 
importing addicted, chronic 
homeless, mentally ill to ben-
efi t from a housing/ wellness 
center at this debated site.

There have been a lot of 
youth improvements to Co-
op City and in the close vicin-
ity surrounding it in these 25 
years. 

There are three youth cen-
ters, school programs have 
increased, basketball courts 
have been reconstructed, 
three baseball fi elds have 
been added along the water-
front along with the new Co-
op Community Garden, the 
Hutch Greenway has been 
extended north through Pel-
ham Bay Park and south 
across the Bronx providing  
plenty of exercise options for 
everyone. Edenwald Houses 
is getting a new YMCA. This 
YMCA will now be available 
for Co-op City residents to 
use as it is a mere 15 minutes 
away by car, 35 minutes by 
the Bx30 bus and 14 minutes 
by bike.

Riverbay spent $50,000 on 
architectural designs for the 
empty movie theater directly 
across from the chosen ani-
mals shelter site to become a 
youth center. 

There were three reasons 
told to me that this did not 
succeed,

There was no existing 
program that determined the 
need for a physical center to 
expand into.

HUD wanted to lease the 
site instead.

Some merchants were 
not thrilled about having so 
many youths in one place. 
This site is still vacant if it is 
needed.

A few seniors mentioned 
they are allergic to dogs 

and one mentioned they had 
COPD. Air fi lters in this fu-
ture shelter are state-of-the-
art, there will be no irritants 
emanating from this shelter.

There are also trees sepa-
rating the senior residences 
from the shelter.

People are complaining 
about dog (excrement) poop. 
The shelter will not be creat-
ing any poop problem. What 
they have now in their com-
munity should be addressed 
by dog owners, Co-op or sani-
tation enforcement. 

Non service animals are 
not addressed as long as they 
stay off the grounds and in-
side. Riverbay tries to keep 
the areas clean of dog excre-
ment.

People are concerned 
about the barking. ACC shel-
ters are not noisy outside, the 
existing shelters are in the 
mist of residential areas and 
there are no issues. 

The 63 trucks that are 
parked there now must move 
at times, so diesel fumes and 
back up noise exist.  Any ac-
tivity of the shelter stops at 8 
p.m.

People are afraid of dogs 
escaping. Of course safety 
and security will be top pri-
ority for dogs and people at 
this shelter. 

Plus, any normal stray 
dogs will have a place to be 
brought ASAP so they are 
not a danger or a nuisance. 
Petland Discounts directly 
behind this site has dogs on 
leash policy, 10 a.m. to 9 p.m. 
daily and there seems to be 
no issues with that business.     

People are afraid of prop-
erty value decreasing. This 
is a state-of-the-art attrac-
tive, safe, inviting design 
that will be an asset to the 
city, borough and commu-
nity. It is not the massive, in-
dustrial vision ridiculously 

mentioned in the misleading 
fl yer with no company name 
or contact info that sepa-
rately from the signed por-
tion of a petition signed at 
Bay Plaza was introducing a 
housing, wellness center at 
the site. 

The possible veterans 
homeless housing would re-
quire (chronic homeless, ad-
dicted and mentally ill) to 
qualify for the Medicaid/SSI/
SSD rent, Wellness and medi-
cal coverage. That would re-
duce property values before 
an animal shelter would. 
That might be a NIMBY issue 
if it was not camoufl aged. 

Would the site confl ict 
with the other businesses. 
The future hotel may be too 
close to the future shelter 
some have said. The hotel is 
a private investment (shelter 
has three entrances which 
will reduce traffi c burden)

It will bring less traf-
fi c then most other use, ex-
ample: food drive thru and 
many visitors will already be 
parked in the Bay Plaza lot. 

The owner of a senior resi-
dence at 2050 may want to ac-
quire that property to build 
another residence for home-
less veterans with a small 
community room (so we are 
told). 

We were also told that this 
is what the community wants 
and is asking for, so we re-
quested that the lobbyist 
bring a presentation at the 
June meeting and they said 
hopefully (they did not). Vet-
erans home can be in many 
other sites in the Bronx. 

NYC has picked this site as 
the only suitable site for their 
needs. This is NYC property, 
and private ownership can 
fi nd other property.

Co-op is ‘No Dog’ lease 
community. No problem, 
ACC does not adopt to ‘no 
dog’ landlords.

The persons with dis-
abilities law is enforced at 
Co-op City and there are 500 
recorded service dogs and 
emotional support dogs plus 
at least a combination of 
2,000 small dogs that stay in-

side, Cats, rabbits, birds, fi sh, 
turtles, lizards etc. that can 
benefi t from a Bronx Animal 
Care Center with low cost 
veterinary clinic nearby. As 
an aging community most of 
their pets are aging as well. 
Nearby pet care will save 
cab fares for the pet owners. 
Some may be using the free 
food pantry for low-income 
persons to help with dog food 
bills. 

Others may benefi t from 
free dog training? Children 
and sheltered animals can 
benefi t from socializing ani-
mals without taking them 
home. All pet owners can 
benefi t from probable board-
ing available when they leave 
town. 

This is a defi nite benefi t to 
any community.

This is a Bronx animal 
shelter, it is not a luxury, it is 
a municipal service like sani-
tation, fi re and police.

The Bronx has been un-
derserved and neglected for 
too long, stand behind this 
important addition to our 
community. 

See beyond the sudden 
choice of the site, the promise 
that has faded with changes 
of a generation, power plays 
as to who should get some-
thing if they are giving some-
thing and respect the lives of 
our pets and abandoned ani-
mals.

Needless to say this can 
also be a big draw for new Bay 
Plaza shoppers. As the only 
shelter in the Bronx more 
people may use this shopping 
center and restaurants. 

We need a central commu-
nication and service center 
to be able to address the over-
population of cats, critters 
and bring your lost pet to a 
safe place in your borough to 
be reunited asap.

A reminder: vaccinate, 
spay and neuter all your 
pets, have them chipped, col-
lars tags should have phone 
number for fast contact, keep 
them leased when outdoors 
no matter how well you think 
they behave, keep screens on 
all windows.
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TUXEDOS
TUXEDO WORLD OF STATEN ISLAND
2791 Richmond Avenue, #6, 
Staten Island, NY 10314, (718) 698-4859 
www.tuxedoworldsi.com
CATERING & VENUES
BAY RIDGE MANOR
476 76th Street, Brooklyn  (718) 748-8855
www.bayridgemanor.com 
BAYSIDE HISTORICAL SOCIETY
208 Totten Avenue, Fort Totten
Bayside NY 11359
(718) 352-1548
email: siterental@baysidehistorical.org 
GRAND OAKS COUNTRY CLUB
200 Huguenot Avenue, Staten Island
(718) 356–2771, www.grandoaksnyc.com
GRAND PROSPECT HALL
263 Prospect Avenue, Brooklyn 
(718) 788-0777, www.grandprospecthall.com
HOLIDAY INN
39-05 29th Street, Long Island City, NY 11101
(718 707-3700
www.holidayinnmanhattanview.com
HUNTERS STEAK HOUSE
9404 Fourth Avenue, Brooklyn, NY 11209 
(718) 238-8899, www.HuntersSteakhouse.com
IL FORNETTO
2902 Emmons Avenue in Brooklyn 
(718) 332-8494 www.ilFornettoRestaurant.com
PA-NASH EUROSOUL
144-14 243rd Street, Rosedale, NY 11422
(718) 917-6094  www.panashnyc.com  
THE PEARL ROOM
8518 - 3rd Avenue Brooklyn, NY 11209
(718) 833-6666 
www.pearlroombklyn.com
RECEPTION HOUSE
167-17 Northern Blvd, Flushing, NY
(718) 445-1244
www.ReceptionHouse.com
SHERATON BROOKLYN NY HOTEL
Contact Stephanie Mendez, Sales Mgr
(917) 281-5550 
stephanie.mendez@
sheratonbrooklynnewyork.com
SHERATON LAGUARDIA EAST HOTEL
135-20 39th Avenue, Flushing NY 11354
(718) 670-7408  sales@sheratonlaguardia.com
sheratonlaguardiaeast.com

SIRICO’S CATERERS
8015-23 13th Avenue, Brooklyn 
(718) 331-2900, www.siricoscaterers.net
SOTTO 13
5140 West 13th Street, New York, NY
(212) 647-1001, sotto13.com
TERRACE ON THE PARK
52-11 111 Street, Flushing, NY 11368 
(718) 592-5000
www.terraceonthepark.com
THALASSA
179 Franklin Street  TriBeCa, New York City
(212) 941-7661
www.thalassanyc.com
THE VANDERBILT AT SOUTH BEACH
300 Father Capodanno Boulevard 
Staten Island, NY, (718) 447-0800 
www.vanderbiltsouthbeach.com
WOODHAVEN MANOR
96-01 Jamaica Avenue 
Queens, NY  (718) 805-8500
ENTERTAINMENT
HARRY’S HABANA HUT
214-09 41st Ave., Bayside, NY 11361
(718) 423-5049
www.harryshabanahut.com 
ND CIGARS INC. AKA LA CASA GRANDE 
CIGARS
2344 Arthur Avenue, Bronx, NY, 10458
(718) 364-4657,  lcgcigars.com
FAVORS & INVITATIONS
UNFORGETTABLE EVENTS
2049 Flatbush Avenue in Brooklyn, 
(718) 377-4535
FLORISTS
FLORAL FANTASY
3031 Quentin Road in Brooklyn, 
(718) 998-7060 or (800) 566–8380 
www.fl oralfantasyny.com
FLOWERS BY MASSENET
Jamaica, Queens, NY
(347) 724-7044, (718) 526-3725
HENRY’S FLORIST
8103 Fifth Avenue in Brooklyn 
(800) 543-6797 or (718) 238–3838 
www.henrysfl oristweddingevents.com
MARINE FLORIST AND DECORATORS
1995 Flatbush Avenue in Brooklyn 
(800) 447-6730 or (718) 338-3600
www.marinefl orists.com
JEWELERS
BUONO JEWELERS
1250 Hylan Blvd., #6a
Staten Island, NY 10305
(718) 448-4900, www.buonojewelers.com
LIMOUSINE SERVICES
MILA LIMOUSINE CORPORATION
(718) 232-8973, www.milalimo.com
M&V LIMOUSINES LTD.
1-800-498-5788
1117 Jericho Tpke, Commack, NY 
(631) 543-0908
151 Denton Ave., New Hyde Park, NY 
(516) 921-6845
535 8th Ave., 3rd Flr., NY, NY 
(646) 757-9101  www.mvlimo.com 

ROMANTIQUE/DOUBLE DIAMOND 
LIMOUSINES
1421-86 Street, Brooklyn, NY, (718) 351-7273
2041-Hylan Boulevard, Staten Island 
(718) 351-7273, www.rddlimos.com
SOPHISTICATED LIMOUSINES
Servicing the Tri- State Area, (718) 816-9475
www.sophisticatedlimousines.com
PHOTOGRAPHY & VIDEO
FANTASY PHOTOGRAPHY
3031 Quentin Rd., Brooklyn NY,  (718) 998-0949
www.fantasyphotographyandvideo.com
NY PHOTO VIDEO GROUP
1040 Hempstead Tpke  Franklin Sq., NY 11010
11 Michael Avenue  Farmingdale, NY 11735
Offi  ce: 516-352-3188 Joe Cell: 516-445-8054
Peter Cell: 516-343-6662 
www.nyphotovideogroup.com
info@nyphotovideogroup.com
ONE FINE DAY PHOTOGRAPHERS
459 Pacifi c St., Massapequa Park 
(516) 690–1320
www.onefi nedayphotographers.com
ZAKAS PHOTOGRAPHY
info@zakasphotography.com
www.zakasphotography.com
REAL ESTATE
DREAM HOUSE REALTY
7505 15th Avenue Brookyn, NY 11228
(718) 837–2121, carolynctrp@aol.com
Carolyn Trippe, Lic. RE Broker
SALONS
PILO ARTS SALON
8412 3 Avenue, Brooklyn, NY 11209
(718) 748–7411, www.piloarts.com
SERVICES
COSMETIC & LASER CENTER OF BAY RIDGE
9921 4th Avenue, Brooklyn, NY 11209 
(718) 833-2793 or (718) 833-7616 
www.BayRidgeDerm.com
ELITE WEIGHT LOSS
1316 Kings Highway, Brooklyn, NY 11229
(917) 444-3043, EliteWeightLossNY.com
KHROM DERMATOLOGY & AESTHETICS
2797 Ocean Parkway, 1st Fl. Brooklyn, NY 11235
(718) 866-3616,  www.josephlichterdds.com
JOSEPH LICHTER, D.D.S.
1420 Avenue P in Brooklyn
(718) 339-7878,  www.khromMD.com
OMNI DENTAL CARE
313 Kings Highway in Brooklyn
(718) 376-8656, www.omnidentalcare.com
THE VEIN CENTER OF THE VASCULAR 
INSTITUTE OF NY
Dr. Natalie Marks
960 - 50 Street, Brooklyn, NY 11219
(718) 438-0067, www.vascularnyc.com
TRAVEL
JOLYN TRAVEL
(718) 232-3139  (917) 797-7341
WEDDING EXPOS
BRIDAL AFFAIR
(718) 317–9701, www.bridalaff air.com
WEDDING INSURANCE
TRI STATE INSURANCE BROKERAGE
277 Tarrytown Rd.,White Plains, NY 10607
(914) 607-7799
610 Crescent Ave., Bronx, NY 10458
(718) 618-7666  www.tsinsbk.com

TO BE INCLUDED IN THIS DIRECTORY CALL (718) 260–8302
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SAVE THE DATE

THURSDAY OCTOBER 11, 2018

Honoring

AWARDS 
DINNER

BUSINESS CONSULTING
Consulting Opportunity For A Retired 

Lay’s, Utz or Wise
Potato Chip Route Operator

Call John at (917) 856-9663
Leave Message

From page 17

menu consists of spicy shrimp tosta-
das, fried chicken, smashed water-
melon and pickled rinds plus much, 
much more. 

The hip hop homage restaurant 
will also be having open mic nights, 
DJs spinning on Fridays and Wu-
Tang Wednesdays plus much, much 
more.

Angueria is proud of his Bronx 

‘Beatstro’ restaurant pays 
homage to Bronx, hip hop roots

roots, he knows that the borough’s 
much anticipated upcoming has been 
‘written on the walls for sometime,’ 
which was part of his inspiration to 
pursue opening up Beatstro. 

(Right) The front of Beatstro reminiscent 
of an old record shop featuring a replica of 
Grandmaster Flash’s turntables. 
 Community News Group/ Alex Mitchell

S SSHOP OUR CLASSIFIED 
PAGES EVERY WEEK AND 

SAVE MONEY
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cinct Community Council president is 
also exasperated that resources have 
not been provided for this project. At 
the time that construction began, the 
council supported the project iif it was 
done without impacting the area.

“The bridge is in pretty bad shape 
underneath from the pictures they 
showed us, and the roadway is not good 
either,” he said, adding that he believes 
that the city and community should 
look into the feasibility of building a 
second bridge over Westchester Creek 
at Lafayette Avenue.

“We need [the problem resolved] 
ASAP,” said Cruz. Being that the proj-
ect’s expected conclusion is in 2021, 
Cruz continues to battle to get some 
answers because to have this kind of 
gridlock continue for literally years 
would be unbearable.

“We need something, drivers are 
doing their best to handle the brutal 
merges but there needs to be agents to 
at least [alert] drivers that this merge 
is coming,” he added. 

Bridge Wait; community tired of unending traffi c 
snarls at the Unionport Bridge reconstruction project 

From page 1

The Unionport Bridge with traffi c delays.                                                                            File Photo

904 Quincy Avenue, at the corner of Lafayette Avenue, is the site of the area’s latest group home. Community News Group/ Alex Mitchell

From page 1

the proposal.
Michael Balzano, who lives next to 

the corner property, expressed con-
cern about the property’s future use.

“I welcome anyone to move into 
that house, honestly. My concern isn’t 
about people with disabilities moving 
in…I’ll walk them to the store. My con-
cern is the state controlling the prop-
erty and changing its use in some 
years,” Balzano said at the meeting. 

Many other residents expressed 
similar fears about the group home. If 
the home doen’t work out, could it be 
converted into a homeless shelter, they 
asked?

NYS offi cials confi rmed that if SDC 
were to lose control of the property 
that its intended use could not altered 
from its current group home status 
without the approval of CB 10.

Other concerns expressed by resi-
dents were the home’s close proximity 
to M.S. 101, as well as the busy traffi c 
along Lafayette Avenue.

“As far as traffi c goes we intend 
to work with the NYPD to make sure 
that the intersection is safe and traffi c 
protocols are enforced properly,” said 
Cruz. “At the meeting the residents 
that opposed the group home did not 
propose a different site within CB 10,” 
Cruz added while mentioning that if 
the home was denied, CB10 would have 
had to propose three alternate sites.

Councilmember Mark Gjonaj at-
tended the meeting in an observor role.

“There’s a lot to take in from this, 

Group home OK’d for developmentally disabled adults for Quincy Ave.

there’s a lot of mixed emotions, it’s ob-
vious we need to look deeper into this 
and see what can be done,” Gjonaj 

said.
While the property’s sale has still 

not been fi nalized at this time, the com-

pleted renovations and group home’s 
opening could come early next year ac-
cording to CB10. 
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* Effective, 6/4/2018. 30 Month CD the interest rate is 2.956% and the Annual Percentage Yield (APY) is 3.00%. 15 Month CD the interest rate is 2.274% 
and the APY is 2.30%. The minimum opening balance is $1,000.00. Penalties may apply for early withdrawal. Rates are subject to change at Bank’s discretion. 

With CD rates so hot, you have 
to wear shades!

With CD rates so hot, you have
to wear shades!

E Q U A L  O P P O R T U N I T Y  L E N D E R  |  M E M B E R  F D I C CountryBankNY.com

Open Your  
Account Today!

Here  
you are

Making  
Money

MANHATTAN |  RIVERDALE |  WOODLAWN |  SCARSDALE 

3.00%
APY*

30 Month CD

2.30%
APY*

15 Month CD


