
BY SARAH VALENZUELA
On Tuesday, June 12 a noto-

rious City Island drug supplier 
was found guilty in the overdose 
death of a recovering addict.

On the fi fth day of the trial 
heard in Manhattan Federal 
Court, 28-year-old Frankie Beq-
iraj was convicted of conspiracy 
to distribute heroin, that re-
sulted in the death of 25-year-old 
City Islander, Robert Vivolo.

The jury’s guilty verdict was 
an unanimous decision before 
United States District Judge 
Richard M. Berman.

While the Pilot Street resi-
dent could face anywhere from 
20 years to life in prison, his of-
fi cial prison sentence will not be 
handed down until September 
27.

As the community awaits the 
offi cial sentencing details, many 
hope this verdict sends a clear 
message to other dealers.

“We will continue to work 
with our law enforcement part-
ners to prosecute and convict 
criminals seeking to profi t from 
the current public health crisis 
affl icting our city,” said U.S. At-
torney Geoffrey S. Berman.

“The decision was great. 
Other dealers should take note 
of what they’re possibly fac-
ing in their future,” said Annie 
Boller, from the 45th Precinct 
Community Council, of the con-
viction.

Beqiraj was arrested on May 
1, 2017 from his Pickwick Ter-
race apartment and charged in 
connection with two overdose 
deaths, Vivolo’s and Leonides 
Madrid’s from New Rochelle.

He had been the primary 
drug supplier on City Island 

BY PATRICK ROCCHIO
The mayor may be barking up 

the wrong tree with his plan to 
site a full-service Bronx animal 
shelter in the northeast Bronx.

At a Community Board 10 pub-
lic hearing on Monday, June 18 
that included a vote on the shel-
ter’s Uniform Land Use Review 
Procedure, the Co-op City commu-
nity came out in force to oppose 
the plan to build a 47,000 square 

foot facility on Bartow Avenue. 
The hearing was at times 

charged with emotion.
A pro shelter group of animal 

rights advocates and a stand-
ing-room-only crowd of mostly 
opposed Co-op City residents 
squared off at the Bartow Com-
munity Center.

The board voted in favor of a 
resolution that supported the con-

BY ALEX MITCHELL
A brave EMS’ legacy has now 

become memorialized. 
Yadira Arroyo’s name is now 

carried on Boston Road by 169th 
Street in Morrisania, right next to 
Station 26 where she worked.

A ceremony was held on Friday, 
June 15 at Station 26 to commemo-
rate Arroyo’s life. Many elected of-
fi cials attended, including Mayor 
de Blasio. 

The 14-year FDNY veteran was 
brutally murdered on March 16, 
2017 when Jose Gonzalez attempted 
to highjack the ambulance she was 
working out of near White Plains 

Road and Watson Avenue. 
Gonzalez ended up killing the 

public servant during the strug-
gle.

This April her alleged killer 
was found unfi t to stand trial. 

However, events that show how 
Yadira truly blessed the Bronx 
community are touching to her 
family.  

“Today, by placing a plaque in 
her honor and co-naming a street 
after her what better place to re-
joice when we see her name. She 
is immortalized right here,” said 
Arroyo’s aunt, Alido Acevedo-Her-
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H&Z Committee opposes 
Bartow Avenue site

Painting The Town

‘NO’ TO ANIMAL
SHELTER: CB 10

CI drug 
supplier 
caused 

overdose

Bronx Rox, JCAL Development Group, LLC and Bronx Terminal Market 
invited local artists to transform a wall at 329 E. 132nd Street into a 
vibrant canvas for a ‘Paint the Wall!’ celebration on Saturday, June 16. 
Artists, including the group’s founder Michelle Danielles, added some 
fi nal touches to the mural’s apartment buildings. See more photos in 
next week’s paper.  Photo by Odette Scofi eld

Morrisania street renamed 
after slain EMS worker
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POT of GOLD
Sherbee Antiques is a family-owned business that has been serving the tri-
state area for over 60 years. We buy from the full contents of homes and 
estates to single items. We specialize in high-end goods such as antiques, 
art, fine porcelain, lighting, bronzes and sculptures. We have particular 

interest in fine jewelry, timepieces, diamonds, gold and silver. 

If you call we will come to you, free of charge, and evaluate what you are selling. 
We know the value of your possessions and are willing to pay top dollar on the 
spot. Please feel free to call seven days a week for a free same day consultation.

You may be sitting on a large fortune. 
Call Sherbee Antiques. They’ll tell you how much.

CALL TODAY 917-748-7622 OR 718-762-7448 
You’ll be glad you did.

Sherbee Antiques
Est. 1940

BY ALEX MITCHELL
School curriculum is often ac-

cused of painting over history, but 
never like this. 

A ceiling mural of the night 
sky’s constellations inspired the 
students of DeWitt Clinton High 
School for more than 75 years, un-
til it was painted over during recent 
roof repairs. 

Reminiscent of the ceiling art 
in Grand Central Station, ‘Con-
stellations’ by German-born art-
ist Alfred Floegel was one of many 
artworks commisioned by the New 
Deal public works instituted Presi-
dent Franklin D. Roosevelt in the 
1930s; while also being one of many 
elaborate murals on the 89-year-old 
school’s walls.

“The reason why art and murals 
like this were put in public schools 
during the New Deal was to show the 
greater purpose of learning, FDR 
wanted students to see fi rst hand 
that education was about more than 
hearing a teacher drone on about 
something,” said Gray Brechin, a 
historian at University of Califor-
nia, Berkley and founder of the New 
Living Deal, a scholarly project that 
catalogs the products of FDR’s Pub-
lic Works Administration. 

“This mural in particular not 

only highlighted art but promoted 
the value of wholesome education 
including science and astronomy as 
well. To recklessly paint over this 
piece of history is vandalism to say 
the least,” Brechin added. 

He also explained that murals 
like this were quite common at 
many schools and public places 
throughout the country during the 
New Deal era. 

Brechin’s colleague Frank da 

Cruz photographed Constellations 
and the other murals at DeWitt 
Clinton back in 2015. 

Da Cruz described ‘a good 95 per-
cent’ of that mural was in solid con-
dition despite some plaster patches. 

He became interested in New 
Deal art after relocating to the 
Bronx in 2012.

“I moved into a beautiful apart-
ment across from the Williams-
bridge Oval. I looked out my win-

dow and saw the park and began 
to wonder about its origin,” said da 
Cruz. “When I learned that it was 
a product of the New Deal I took 
great interest in seeing what else 
in New York was a product of the 
PWA,” da Cruz added.

Da Cruz’ became fascinated 
with the New Deal creations that 
he dedicated an entire summer 
to converting NYC Parks Depart-
ment press releases from the 1930s 

to a digital, readable format in ad-
dition to photographing just about 
every PWA product in the entire 
city over those years.

The problem of masking New 
Deal works goes beyond this mu-
ral according to da Cruz.

He explained that when mas-
ter public works developer Robert 
Moses began his conquest of the 
greater New York City area fol-
lowing the New Deal, he would not 
allow a cornerstone or plaque on 
PWA products so, as da Cruz says, 
“Moses could take credit for them 
himself.” 

“Nobody knows what came 
from the New Deal and in situ-
ations like the mural at DeWitt 
Clinton there was nothing to in-
dicate that it was a historical arti-
fact,” da Cruz said.   

Both Brechin and da Cruz 
noted that the New Deal and PWA 
highlighted a era when “the gov-
ernment worked for us,” so there is 
some painful irony that a govern-
ment agency is responsible for the 
mural’s demise. 

DeWitt Clinton High School re-
fused to comment on the matter 
while the NYC Department of Edu-
cation said that it is “exploring ways 
to restore this historic artwork.”

De Witt Clinton HS painters destroy major art piece

‘Constellations’ by Alfred Floegel in 2015. Courtesy of Frank da Cruz
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ANTIQUES & ESTATE BUYERS

ANTIQUE & ESTATE BUYERS
We buy anything old. One piece or house full. 

WILL TRAVEL. HOUSE CALLS.

ANTIQUE & ESTATE BUYERS
We buy anything old. One piece or house full. 

WILL TRAVEL. HOUSE CALLS.
WILL TRAVEL

ENTIRE
TRI-STATE!

FREE
Estimates!

We Pay $CASH$ For 
Paintings, Clocks, Watches, 
Estate Jewelry & Fine China, 

From Single Items 
to Entire Estates!
Coin & Stamp Collections

Costume Jewelry
Antique Furniture  Lamps
Bronzes  Paintings  Prints

Chinese & Japanese 
Artwork & Porcelain

Sports Collectibles 
Comic Books  Old Toys  Records
Cameras  Sterling Flatware Sets

HUMMELS & LLADROS

ANTIQUES & ESTATE BUYERS

TOP $ PAID
FOR JUDAICA
COLLECTIBLES

HOUSE
CALLS

MOVING orDOWNSIZING?CALL
US!

Top $ Paid
for Antique

Sterling!

Military
Collections

Wanted
Swords,
Knives,

Helmets, etc.

SEE OUR AD EVERY SUNDAY IN THE POST

SAME DAY  
SERVICE  

AVAILABLE

SERVING BRONX 
AND THE ENTIRE  
TRI-STATE AREA

516-974-6528516-974-6528

WILL TRAVEL. WE MAKE HOUSE CALLS.
1029 WEST JERICHO TURNPIKE, SMITHTOWN, L.I.

HOUSE 
CALLS

ASK FOR CHRISTOPHER



since July 2016, and em-
ployed others to carry out 
business for him, accord-
ing to court documents. 

“All drug dealers are a 
cancer to the society they 
operate in,” said City Is-
land resident and presi-
dent of the City Island 
Civic Association, Bill 
Stanton, upon learning 
the guilty verdict.

“His conviction will di-
rectly correlate to saving 
lives,” Stanton continued.

Other City Islanders 
hoped the decision would 
help turn the tide in the opi-
oid epidemic and get more 
of the community involved 
in tackling the issue. 

“Our neighborhood had 
been grappling with opi-
oid addiction and making 
sure we get the dealers off 
the street is important,” 
said longtime City Island 
resident, John Doyle.

“But it also needs to 
be matched with treat-
ment for those who are ad-
dicted,” continued Doyle, 
who explained removing 
suppliers does not change 
the demand for opiates 
among existing drug abus-
ers.

Doyle, who is also part 
of the 45th Precinct Com-
munity Council recalled 

a letter sent to Mayor de 
Blasio and Police Commis-
sioner James O’Neill back 
in December 2017.

The letter asked for 
more resources to be allo-
cated to the understaffed 
45th Precinct to help bet-
ter address the opioid 
epidemic in their commu-
nities, like the reinstate-
ment of a narcotics unit, 
which the precinct lost in 
2011.

Doyle and the rest of 
the council hopes that 
with Beqiraj’s conviction, 
the letter will soon receive 
a response, as U.S. Attor-
ney Berman also praised 
the NYPD’s Bronx Narcot-
ics Heroin Overdose Team 
as one of the key factors in 
obtaining the conviction.

Beqiraj sold heroin to 
Robert Vivolo on October 
21, 2016. Vivolo overdosed 
that same night.

Beqiraj was not the only 
one arrested in connection 
with Vivolo’s death.

On February 3, 2017, 
24-year-old Fabrice Diaz 
was also arrested and 
charged with selling her-
oin to Vivolo.

In addition to Beqiraj’s 
guilty verdict, he was also 
convicted of conspiracy to 
distribute cocaine, oxy-
codone, and alprazolam.

cept of the animal shelter in 
the borough, but not at the 
Co-op City location, with 
23 votes in favor, and three 
abstaining in the advisory 
vote. 

Matt Cruz, CB 10 district 
manager, said that the board 
felt the Co-op City location 
was a poor choice for sev-
eral reasons, including the 
relative lack of accessibility, 
lack of subway line access, 
the fact that the cooperative 
doesn’t allow pets except for 
service dogs and because the 
community has wanted a 
youth center at the location 
for years. 

“It sends a message that 
we are certainly not opposed 
to an animal shelter, but we 
are opposed to the Co-op City 
site,” said Cruz.

Cruz said that if the city 
had engaged the board in 
a discussion of community 
needs prior to the ULURP 
process, it would have been 
helpful and would perhaps 
had led to greater under-
standing of what the commu-
nity needs and wants. 

Councilman Andy King 
said he estimated that over 
90 percent of the people at-
tending the hearing opposed 
siting the animal shelter in 
Co-op City. 

“The community clearly 
spoke. The residents who live 
in the area surrounding this 
shelter was proposed are op-
posed,” said King, adding “If 
Co-op City was supportive 
of it, it would make sense, 
but we have been asking for 
years to build other things at 
this location.” 

King said the Co-op City 
residents are restricted 
when it comes to owning 
pets, and that putting an ani-
mal shelter in a community 
that is not 100 percent ani-
mal friendly is disrespectful 
to the community.                                                                                                              

“We are going to have to 

go to a new drawing board, 
because that site doesn’t 
work for the residents of the 
community,” said the coun-
cilman. 

Several local animal 
rights advocates spoke in fa-
vor of the proposal.  

One of the founders of the 
Bronx Animal Shelter En-
deavor, Dotti Poggi, who along 
with other BASE members 
had been advocating for a full-
service shelter for years, said 
she doesn’t believe at the pres-
ent time there is a current 
proposal for a youth center at 
that location – which was al-
luded to at this and a previous 
CB 10 committee meeting. 

Poggi believes that a two-
story shelter at 2050 Bartow 
Avenue would complement 
the adjacent Bay Plaza Mall 
with an appropriate use, and 
pointed out that the site is 
city-owned land that is not 
part of the Riverbay Corpo-
ration, which manages Co-
op City. 

Another BASE founding 
member who spoke at the 
hearing, Donna Dechiaro, 
said she was advocating 
for an animal shelter in the 
borough because it has been 
historically underserved 
and wants it to receive its 

fair share of municipal re-
sources. 

Assemblyman Michael 
Benedetto said that he had 
hoped there could be a dia-
logue with a more civil ex-
change of ideas with an open 
and free discussion of the 
issues, adding he was dis-
turbed to hear of the disrup-
tions at the hearing. 

Benedetto said that he 
supports the Co-op City com-
munity’s desire not to have 
the facility where it is pro-
posed, adding that while he 
favors an animal shelter in 
the borough, he thinks that 
there are better places to put 
it. 

“The Zerega industrial 
business area would be one,” 
said Benedetto of possible 
alternatives. “It would be 
nearer to the subway and 
transportation and I think 
there is already an infra-
structure available to sup-
port it.” 

King said that possible al-
ternatives included locating 
the shelter near an animal 
hospital or veterinary facil-
ity, or in industrial areas. 

“I hope that the city re-
considers its plan and fi nds 
a place in the Bronx that’s 
better for everybody,” said 

Benedetto. 
Supporters of the animal 

shelter mentioned that 556 
service animals are already 
a part of the Co-op City com-
munity. 

According to a presenta-
tion at the CB 10 hearing, the 
shelter is projected to create 
over 100 jobs, will have off-
street parking and would be 
staffed seven days a week.

Plans include space for 
70 dogs, 140 cats, 30 rabbits 
and 20 animals from other 
species, stated a NYC De-
partment of Health spokes-
woman. 

“Bronx residents have 
wanted a full-service animal 
shelter for decades,” said 
the DOH spokeswoman in a 
statement. “The site on Bar-
tow Avenue makes an ideal 
location for building a state-
of-the-art animal shelter 
where Bronx residents and 
all New Yorkers will be able 
to adopt pets.” 

The agency will work 
with residents and local 
elected offi cials to achieve 
the best possible outcome, 
the spokeswoman added.

The animal shelter pro-
posal now goes to the Bronx 
borough president for his 
consideration.
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Most Co-op City residents who attended a Community Board 10 public hearing on Monday, June 19 on 
the proposed Bartow Avenue animal shelter clearly were opposed to the plan. 
 Community News Group / Patrick Rocchio

‘No’ animal shelter: CB10

City Island drug supplier 
was the cause of the overdose

Frankie Beqiraj was arrested from his 30 Pilot Street apartment in 
May 2017. Neighbors complained he conducted some of his drug 
deals right from his residence. File photo
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The Third Avenue Business Improvement District honored several local leaders at its annual meeting and breakfast on Wednesday, June 6 at Metropolitan College of New York. 
This year’s exemplary honorees included Councilman Rafael Salamanca, La Central developer Hudson Companies, opioid treatments pioneer Dr. Melissa Freeman and posthumous 
Lifetime Achievement to the Avenue Award recipient Eli Saad.

3rd Ave. BID Sponsors Breakfast

Dr. Melissa Freeman, a pioneer for opioid 
treatments, graciously accepted her Bor-
ough President Ruben Diaz, Jr. citation of 
merit from Michael Brady. Photo by Kasey 
Rodriguez

Sally Gilliland thanked the Third Avenue BID 
for honoring the Hudson Companies. 
 Photo by Kasey Rodriguez

Sally Gilliland accepted the award on behalf of La Central developers 
Hudson Companies. Photo by Kasey Rodriguez

(top left) Roger Saad (l) and his sons accepted the award for his late father 
Eli Saad who passed away prior to the ceremony. Photo by Kasey Rodriguez

(above) Councilman Salamanca (l) was honored by Michael Brady (c), Third 
Avenue BID executive director and Roger Saad, the son of the late honoree 
Eli Saad. Photo by Kasey Rodriguez

(left) (l-r) Michael Brady with Roger Saad and his sons Elie, Elliot and Marc 
Saad. Photo by Kasey Rodriguez
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The intersection of Harding Avenue and the Throgs Neck Expressway Service Road facing north with 
the contruction site (r) and the exit #9 off ramp (l). Community News Group/Sarah Valenzuela

Locust Point wants dangerous 
I-95 exit ramp fi xed

BY SARAH VALENZUELA
The last highway exit be-

fore the Throgs Neck Bridge 
is again being cited as a safety 
matter.

On Thursday, June 7, a Lo-
cust Point resident of 15 years 
raised the issue of the trou-
blesome I-95 exit at the 45th 
Precinct Community Coun-
cil meeting.

Frustrated by an ongoing 
bridge construction project 
that stores its materials be-
tween the exit and the road-
way entrance a hundred feet 
south, 63-year-old Maria Guz-
zone pointed out the dangers 
awaiting local drivers at the 
off ramp’s jucture with the lo-
cal street.

As cars exit the highway, 
drivers cannot see vehicles 
traveling west on the Throgs 
Neck Expressway Service 
Road because a 6-foot high 
green fence screen obstructs 
the visability of  those at-
tempting a left turn.  

“We don’t want to have 
to wait until there’s a major 
accident for someone to help 
us,” Guzzone said. 

The fence covering, which 
was installed by a bridge con-
struction contractor to hide 
the unsightly storage area 
from the public, is unwit-
tingly creating a blind spot.

Three years ago Joe Dono-

van, the president of the Lo-
cust Point Civic Association 
reached out to the MTA Tri-
borough Bridge and Tunnel 
Authority, seeking a remedy.

However, at the time its 
response was the construc-
tion fence covering could not 
be removed until the contract 
for the construction project 
was completed. 

“We’re trying to be pa-
tient,” said Donovan, a life-
long Locust Point resident.

“There’s a lot of empty 
(space) on the side of the high-
way,” continued Donovan. 
“Why can’t they use that area 
instead of blocking the view 
of the cars as they approach 
the street.”

Within the last three 
years Joe knows of at least 
two accidents at that inter-
section, thankfully neither of 
which were fatal.

However, close calls occur 
regularly, according to Dono-
van.

The construction site’s 
location blocks the fi eld of vi-
sion of highway traffi c that 
comes off I-95 at Exit  9 South, 
and then makes a left towards 
Longstreet Avenue.

Neighbors of the intersec-
tion, the staff at the Ice House 
Café, say they have witnessed 
vehicles speeding down 
Harding Avenue towards the 

dangerous intersection.
 If a car comes off the ramp 

and inches out too far it could 
be crushed, they said.

Donovan spoke with a rep-
resentative from the TBTA 
six months ago and was in-
formed the current construc-
tion project would wrap up in 
September 2018.

However, it is unclear 
whether the constructionsite 
will be dismantled after that 
contract ends.

“We make it a priority to 
ensure that our operations 
don’t negatively impact the 
surrounding residential area 
and we will continue to work 
with the local community to 
address any concerns they 
may have,” said Christopher 
McKniff, TBTA spokesperson 
said.

This intersection has been 
a problem before.

Less than 10 years ago 
Senator Jeff Klein and As-
semblyman Michael Bene-
detto got the NYS  Depart-
ment of Transportation, who 
have jurisdiction over the 
highways and ramps, to re-
design the Exit #9 off-ramp to 
eliminate the blind spots mo-
torists faced getting onto the 
service road.

That project was com-
pleted at the end of 2010.

Call 718.260.2555
..to sell your car in our 
CLASSIFIED SECTIONS 
& get...Real Results!

BY SARAH VALENZUELA
Addressing the graffi ti 

problem could be as easy as 
painting something more at-
tractive.

In efforts to prevent unso-
licited graffi ti, Councilman 
Mark Gjonaj has forwarded 
a different solution: paint 
basic, yet colorful geometric 
shapes or other art designs 
on the grafi tti vandals’ fa-
vorite target: bare walls.

“When  there’s some-
thing nice to look at and to 
appreciate, people are less 
likely to mess it up,” said the 
councilman of the project.

The idea of painting 
walls with murals, simple 
designs, or other artistic de-
signs is not a new one.

In fact research from 
multiple studies done in cit-
ies worldwide suggest that 
while blank walls attract 
graffi ti tagging, walls with 
paintings or designs already 
on them are less likely to be 
vandalized.

The concept is also not 
the fi rst for the borough. In 
May 2017, a mural in trib-
ute to ‘A Bronx Tale’ was 
painted on a bare Belmont 
wall that once was targeted 
by graffi ti vandals.

While the defi nition be-
tween unsightly graffi ti and 
street art walk a fi ne line, 
this project aims to make 
specifi c blank wall spaces 
more aesthetically engag-

ing.
Though the councilman 

had mostly heavily graf-
fi tied areas in mind, the fi rst 
portion of the funding tar-
gets high schools in his dis-
trict: Lehman High School, 
Christopher Columbus High 
School and the Bronx High 
School for the Visual Arts.

When the councilman ap-
proached the schools about 
his idea, he recalled they 
were mostly in agreement 
from the start.

The current policy toward 
cleaning up graffi ti on school 
buildings is to remove it as 
soon as possible, according to 
NYC Department of Educa-
tion spokesperson, Miranda 
Barbot.

“Schools must provide 
welcoming environments 
for communities and our 
facilities staff work around 
the clock to ensure our 
buildings are clean and 
safe,” said Barbot.

Even after the rapid re-
sponse cleaning of these un-
authorized spray paintings, 
you can still see either faded 
graffi ti, outlines of fresh neu-
tral-colored paint that school 
personnel used to cover the 
graffi ti, or the outline for 
where the graffi ti was re-
moved.

“It’s a waste of time, 
money and energy to keep 
cleaning and removing graf-
fi ti,” said Gjonaj.

“This could prevent peo-
ple from spraying graffi ti on 
these buildings in the fi rst 
place,” the councilman con-
tinued.

The plan behind intro-
ducing the project to  the 
schools fi rst was to get stu-
dents invested in those 
buildings and the commu-
nity around them, which 
could help inspire others in 
the neighborhood to come 
up with ways to beautify 
their neighborhoods.

The three schools each 
received $5,000 from Gjonaj’s 
offi ce for the project, but the 
work is also expected to ex-
tend to properties adjacent  
to the schools.

Those sites include the 
blank wall of the overpass 
across the street from the 
Lehman Educational Cam-
pus on East Tremont Avenue 
and the bare wall that bor-
ders the Christopher Colum-
bus Campus on Bronxdale 
Avenue.

“I’m looking forward to 
seeing the smiles on peo-
ple’s faces when these get 
completed,” said the coun-
cilman. 

While the schools will co-
ordinate the students work-
ing on the project, such as 
which students are chosen 
and the subjects of the art, 
the fi rst of these pieces could 
be fi nished by summer 2018, 
according to Gjonaj.

Art to quell graffi ti 
outside 3 high schools

The Lehman Educational Campus as seen from East Tremont Avenue. 
 Community News Group/Sarah Valenzuela
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Winners of the 2018 Thurgood Marshall Junior Mock Trials 7th grade division, the Preparatory Acad-
emy at P.S. 71. Community News Group/Sarah Valenzuela

BY SARAH VALENZUELA
Familiar champions, 

P.S. 71 claimed victory at 
the 21st annual Thurgood 
Marshall Junior Mock 
Trial Competition.

Thursday, June 14, the fi -
nal day of the competition, 
kicked off with much fer-
vor at the Bronx Supreme 
Court.

The pool of over 20 
schools from all fi ve bor-
oughs and Westchester 
County was narrowed down 
to the fi nal four teams after 
almost six weeks of compet-
ing.

These fi nal four teams, 
St. Angela Merici against 
the The Epiphany School 
and Annunciation School 
against Preparatory Acad-
emy at P.S./M.S. 71, squared 
off for the chance to be the 
best of the seventh and 
eighth grade divisions, in 
one last mock trial.

While last year’s P.S. 71 
team claimed the eighth 
grade trophy, it was their 
seventh graders this year 
who were in the running 
for the title.

The seventh graders 
from P.S. 71 acted as the 
defense with the prosecu-
tion coming from students 
of the Annunciation School 
in Yonkers to square off in a 
mysterious murder case.

As the tweens fi lled 
courtroom 600, with teach-
ers and parents in tow, they 
immediately switched from 

just seventh graders to full 
blown attorneys.

“I felt focused, but a little 
nervous,” said 12-year old 
Gabriella John one of the 
defense attorneys from P.S. 
71 of her experience.

The three student pros-
ecutors and defense attor-
neys ran the trial like any 
other: making opening 
statements, closing argu-
ments, questioning and 
cross examining witnesses, 
presenting evidence and 
fi ling motions before the 
presiding Bronx Supreme 
Court Justices Robert E. 
Torres and Alexander W. 
Hunter Jr.

“At fi rst, I didn’t think 
I was doing well,” said Ga-
briella’s teammate, Tati-
ana Morgan. “I just tried 
to regain my confi dence 
through the trial and 
worked harder.”

Though each school had 
its directive side, other stu-
dents fi lled the roles of wit-
nesses and jury, ultimately 
deciding on the fate of the 
accused in the case.

For the seventh grade 
division, the jury voted 
the accused murderer not 
guilty, therefore ruling in 
favor of the defense.

Tatiana, Gabriella, and 
the rest of their peers in 
the competition claimed 
the title as the fi rst seventh 
grade defense team to win 
the competition from P.S. 
71.

Most mock trials are 
scripted, however, the mock 
trial coach at P.S. 71 said 
he trained his team differ-
ently.

Instead, he taught the 
students, all of whom were 
new to mock trials, to think 
on their feet and do what 
real lawyers would do, ac-
cording to coach Michael 
Frishman.

“I couldn’t be prouder of 
them,” said Frishman, who 
also coaches the high school 
Mock Trial Club at Cardi-
nal Hayes High School.

“I think I had about 
12 panic attacks through 
the trial, but truthfully 
these kids are accustomed 
to quick thinking at this 
point,” he added on how he 
felt watching his students 
perform in front of Bronx 
Supreme Court justices.

The Thurgood Marshall 
Junior Mock Trial Compe-
tition was started in 1997 by 
Bronx Supreme Court Civil 
Term judge, Elizabeth A. 
Taylor.

Though the actual com-
petition started the fi rst 
week of May, all the stu-
dents participating had 
been meeting with profes-
sional attorneys for sev-
eral months prior, learning 
about the legal and judicial 
system as well as trial and 
court procedures.

The Epiphany School 
from Manhattan won the 
eighth grade division.

P.S. 71’s 7th graders win 
2018 Junior Mock Trial 

BY PATRICK ROCCHIO
East Bronx American 

Legion posts are making 
an effort to bring comfort 
to U.S. troops serving over-
seas in Afghanistan. 

The Theodore Korony 
American Legion Post 
#253’s Auxiliary is collect-
ing white cotton socks to 
supplement the heavy mili-
tary issued woolen socks 
that troops often use while 
serving in the desert of Af-
ghanistan.

The legion is seeking the 
socks, which are being col-
lected as part of care pack-
ages that local veteran lead-
ers routinely send overseas, 
along with white cotton un-
dershirts and washcloths, 
said drive organizer Judy 
Lanci. 

“The soldiers who are 
out there on the front lines 
are really in need of nice, 
white cotton socks instead 
of their heavy wool socks,” 
she said. 

Bins have been placed 
at the Throggs Neck Memo-
rial American Legion Post 
#1456 and at the Leonard 
Hawkins American Legion 
Post #156, and the general 
public is also invited to drop 
off these items at St. Bene-
dict’s Church’s rectory at 
2969 Otis Avenue in packag-
ing labeled ‘For the Troops – 
Cathy Praino’, said Lanci. 

Lanci said she set a goal 
of 1,000 pairs of socks in or-
der to get at least one pair 
to every member of one bat-
talion. 

So far, Lanci said, she 
was able to purchase 300 
pairs after the legionaries 
donated winnings from a 
50/50 raffl e to the drive. 

Additionally, the local 
American Legion family 
will host a ‘Sock Hop’ at the 
Throggs Neck Memorial 
American Legion Post #1456 
that will be a fundraiser 

and collection for the proj-
ect in the near future, said 
Paul Grasso of the post. 

As part of the Sock Hop 
both socks and t-shirts for 
troops serving in Afghani-
stan will be collected, and 
the event will be open to 
American Legion members, 
he said. He added it is being 
sponsored by the post’s la-
dies auxiliary. 

“This is not a fi nancial 
thing, but more about sup-
port (for our troops),” said 
Lanci. “We care, we’re here 
and we aren’t forgetting 
about you.” 

The fi rst items collected 
will likely be sent following 
the Theodore Korony Post’s 
annual barbecue and June 
meeting on Sunday, June 
24, when the post will also 
present four scholarships to 
local youth and swearing-in 
of a slate of offi cers. 

Additional socks may be 
sent in the summer after 
the Sock Hop and further 
collecting, said Lanci. 

Praino, who is affection-

ately called ‘Aunt Cathy’ by 
our troops overseas, is an 
activist who has sent 6,600 
packages to fi ghting men 
and women serving over-
seas since 2004 who is tak-
ing part in the effort. 

Praino said she began 
sending packages after 
her late nephew U.S. Army 
Sergeant Christian Engel-
drum, who also served his 
community as a fi refi ghter 
in Co-op City, died in com-
bat in Iraq. 

With temperatures 
routinely reaching 120 
to 140 degrees during the 
day in the Afghan desert, 
and dipping to around 50 
at night, soldiers wear-
ing heavy boots can get a 
great deal of comfort from 
the donated clothing, said 
Praino. 

“We are all walking 
around doing what we 
want because they are 
over there protecting all 
of us,” said Praino of the 
sacrifi ces of U.S. Armed 
Forces members. 

American Legion hosts ‘sock 
drive’ for combat troops

The collection box for socks and t-shirts at the Throggs Neck Me-
morial American Legion Post 1456 is designed to be inviting to le-
gionaries and visitors as they participate in the drive. 
 Photo courtesy of Judy Lanci

The soldiers who are 
out there on the front 
lines are really in need 
of nice, white cotton 

socks instead of their 
heavy wool socks.

Judy Lanci
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Bronxites enjoyed celebrating Greek culture at the time honored Pelham 
Bay Greek Festival from Wednesday, June 13 to Sunday, June 17 at the 
Greek American Institute. The affair featured authentic Greek food and 
homemade Greek pastries; traditional Greek dancing by the Greek Ameri-
can Institute students and Greek music; an outdoor and indoor market-
place full of vendors, a fl ea market and carnival rides and games for 
everyone’s amusement. (above) (l-r) Thomas Messina, representing Con-
gressman Joseph Crowley; police offi cer Malafronte; Councilman Mark 
Gjonaj; Fr. Sylvester; Sophia Zarvos, parish council president and Demos 
Lorentzos, Greek American Institute School Board president.  (right) 
Michael Berrios congratulated Emiliana after she won the Balloon Bust 
game.  (far right) (l-r) Kosta Kasvikis, Spiro Domitrato, Fr. Sylvester and 
George Maripiles had a great time at the festival.  (far right bottom) (l-r) 
Soni Melendez, 3535 Bruckner Boulevard Tenant Association president; 
Congressman Crowley; and Fr. Sylvester enjoyed the festivities.   (right) 
(l-r) Cousins Madison, Ava and Briana were excited for the ride to begin. 
  Photos by Laura Stone

Zoodohos Peghe’s PB Greek FestivalZoodohos Peghe’s PB Greek Festival
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nandez.
The impact she left on 

her EMS community will 
be fondly remembered. 

At the time of her pass-
ing Captain Joseph Jeffer-
son of Station 26 said “this 
is a woman, a mother of 
fi ve, who dedicated her life 
in serving the community. 
Knowing Yadira was out 
there gave us peace and un-
derstanding that the right 
thing was going to be done 
every single time.” 

“The care and compas-
sion she displayed every 
time she touched a patient, 
was like they were her fam-
ily. She cannot be replaced,” 
Jefferson added.

Mayor de Blasio ac-
knowledged the dedication 
that Arroyo gave those in 
need.

“Today, we honor a 
guardian angel, when peo-
ple were scared and in pain, 
Yadira was there,” said the 
mayor. “She understood, 

service is the highest call-
ing and the spirit of service 
was the force animating ev-
erything she did.”

The mayor also said how 
the FDNY epitomizes the 
virtue of family and that 
the entire city sill grieves 
with the loss that Station 26 
endured.

This isn’t the fi rst me-
morial dedicated to Arroyo, 
though. 

She is now the center-
piece of a massive Sound-
view mural that highlights 
the best of Bronx culture on 
Morrison and Westchester 
avenues. Arroyo’s portrait 
had been placed next to U.S. 
Supreme Court Justice So-
nia Sotomayor.

Last March, a vigil was 
also held in Soundview on 
the one-year anniversary of 
her passing which many at-
tended.

“Yari not only worked 
in this neighborhood, she 
lived not far from here,” 
Nigro said. “She had seen 

the residents here every 
day coming and going from 
calls, and many times she 
responded to care for those 
same people. The store own-
ers here on Boston Road 
knew her, the children who 
walked by here every day 
saw a role model in Yari — 
someone they could aspire 
to be like when they grew 
up,” said Fire Commis-
sioner Daniel A. Nigro. 

In response to what hap-
pened to Arroyo, the FDNY 
has added signs on its am-
bulances warning the pub-
lic that there are legal ram-
ifi cations for assaulting an 
EMS worker.

“These new images on 
our ambulances are visible 
reminders to all that FDNY 
EMTs and paramedics per-
form dangerous, life-saving 
work every single day; and 
anyone who interferes with 
that work by assaulting 
our members faces a severe 
punishment,” Nigro said.

from Page 1

Morrisania street renamed 
after slain EMS worker

Elected offi cals, FDNY members, and Yadira Arroyo’s family celebrate the street renaming. 
 Courtesy of FDNY
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BY PATRICK ROCCHIO
A local hospital is pre-

paring for a scenario that 
it hopes will never happen. 

Jacobi Medical Cen-
ter held an Active Shooter 
Preparedness event on 
Wednesday, June 13 that 
was open to the community 
and the hospital’s Commu-
nity Advisory Board on 
what individuals can do 
to protect themselves and 
others in case of a mass-
shooting incident. 

The event comes on the 
heels of the one-year mass 
shooting anniversary at 
Bronx Lebanon Hospital. 
The June 30, 2017 incident 
left two people dead and 
several wounded when a 
disgruntled former doctor 
opened fi re. 

It included techniques 
that taught attendees to es-
cape or properly barricade 
themselves during a shoot-
ing incident, as well as 
how to take down an active 
shooter, said Janice Hol-
loran, Jacobi chairperson 
of emergency prepared-
ness and Bronx Emergency 
Preparedness Coalition co-
chair. 

“This can happen any-
where – this is not a school 
program or a hospital prob-
lem,” said Halloran. “The 
point is to be vigilant.”

Holloran said that an 
‘action report’ on the Bronx 
Lebanon shooting with rec-
ommendations is forthcom-

ing, and that while awaiting 
the fi ndings, it is best to be 
prepared in case it happens 
again in a borough hospital 
or somewhere else. 

Holloran and Mike Mc-
Morrow, the hospital’s di-
rector of police, presented 
material that is found in 
a training module that all 
Jacobi Medical Center per-
sonnel will use, along with 
hands-on training includ-
ing simulations of shoot-
ings for hospital employees 
to learn how they will react 
if gunshots ring out. 

Halloran said the train-
ing offered the community 
and CAB members tips on 
what to do in such a situa-
tion. 

First and foremost, your 
fi rst order of business in an 
active shooter situation is 
to get out of the area if you 
can, said Holloran. 

If you cannot get out, the 
best plan is to hide in a safe 
location that you can lock 
and barricade yourself in, 
she said. 

If that is not an option, 
she added, the training 
teaches individuals to be 
prepared to fi ght for their 
lives, which can mean dif-
ferent things to different 
people. 

“You want to teach 
people how to participate 
in their own survival and 
help others get to safety,” 
she said. 

The module utilizes 

a method used through-
out the country called 
A.L.I.C.E. (Alert, Lock-
down, Inform, Counter and 
Evaluate), said Holloran, 
who said she fi rst learned 
of it through a conversa-
tion with a detective in the 
49th Precinct. 

The Jacobi Emergency 
Department, where the 
29-year hospital veteran 
works, receives ‘dry runs’ 
on how to respond to mass 
casualties during some 
Friday and Saturday eve-
nings where as many as 
six or seven patients with 
gun shot wounds come in 
within an hour, said Hol-
loran. 

“It is the new normal,” 
she said of the need to pre-
pare for active shooters. “ 
No one should be lulled 
into a false sense of secu-
rity; this is not a (video 
game) or a movie, it is a 
possibility you should be 
prepared for.” 

Silvio Mazzella, Ja-
cobi CAB chairman, said 
he was impressed by the 
presentation and thinks 
that it is important that 
the community aware 
what the hospital is doing 
behind the scenes to take 
care of the community 
and its staff. 

“The whole idea be-
hind the program is so 
that no one is completely 
surprised,” said Maz-
zella.

Jacobi personnel at the workshop to help prepare for an active shooter situation: (l-r) Chris Mastro-
mano, hospital CEO; Janice Halloran, director of emergency preparedness; Mike McMorrow, director 
of hospital police; Barabra Deiorio, public relations director and Joanne Sampson, hospital director of 
human resources. Photo by Odette Scofi eld

Jacobi prepares for possible 
‘active shooter’ scenario
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JOIN ONLINE ymcanyc.org/bronxsummer  
Last day to sign up for Summer Special June 30, 2018!  

$200 FOR ADULT  |  $275 FOR FAMILY  

. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  

. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  

MEMBERSHIP INCLUDES:  

�� FFree Adult Group Exercise Classes  

�� New Cardio Fitness Equipment  

�� Indoor and Outdoor Pool! 

�� Y Fit Start: A ffree 12 week program of individual    
exercises designed for new and returning participants  

�� Free WiFi access throughout facility  
�� Beat the lines: priority online program registration  
�� Two hours of free childcare: fun for your kids during 

your workout  

 

JUNE 23, 2018 
10 AM - 3 PM 
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*Terms and conditions apply. For a complete list of benef its and discounts, visit www.yankees.com/universe. 
A portion of Yankees Universe proceeds goes to the Yankees Universe Fund at Memorial Sloan Kettering Cancer Center.

For more information on 2018 packages:

Call (800) GO-YANKS or visit WWW.YANKEES.COM/UNIVERSE.

2018

EXPLOREREXPLORER

MVP

2018

GOLF

2018

ROOKIE

2018

• Yankees Universe Baby Package

• FOUR (4) FIELD LEVEL TICKETS -     
 to a select 2018 regular season home 
 game* 
• Nike Short Sleeve T-shirt
• JBL In-Ear Headphones
• Tervis Water Bottle
• All the Rookie Package benefits included,    
 excluding the 200 Level tickets.
• MUCH MORE – see website for details!

• TWO (2) 100 LEVEL TICKETS - 
 to a select 2018 regular season home 
 game* 
• New York Yankees Golf Head Cover
• New York Yankees Golf Towel
• New York Yankees Golf Umbrella
• MUCH MORE – see website for details!

• TWO (2) 200 LEVEL TICKETS -  
 to a select 2018 regular season home  
 game* 
• New Era Trucker Hat
• Aaron Judge Bobblehead
• Sunglasses
• MUCH MORE – see website for details!

• TWO (2) GRANDSTAND TICKETS - 
 to a select 2018 regular season home 
 game* 
• Welcome Letter
• 2018 MLB.com® Gameday Audio
• MUCH MORE – see website for details!

$295 $59.95

$99.95 $19.95

BUSINESS CONSULTING
Consulting Opportunity For A Retired 

Lay’s, Utz or Wise
Potato Chip Route Operator

Call John at (917) 856-9663
Leave Message
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BY PATRICK ROCCHIO
A high school will be getting a 

major new addition to the building 
it has called home for decades. 

St. Catharine Academy on 
Williamsbridge Road, off Pel-
ham Parkway, held a ceremonial 
groundbreaking on Tuesday, June 
12 for a brand new entrance for it’s 
building that should enhance ac-
cessibility and safety. 

Construction is set to begin 
this summer on the new main en-
trance and lobby, said Sr. Patricia 
Wolf, SCA president.

Currently, the girl high school’s 
primary point of entry is on Wil-
liamsbridge Road which isn’t 
handicap accessible, said Wolf, 
adding that currently people in 
wheelchairs have to be carried 
in and out of the school, which is 
heart-breaking to see, she said.  

The project makes the school 
accessible for those in wheelchairs, 
and does much more. 

“In changing the entryway, 
what we really are doing is creat-
ing a whole new lobby, installing 
an elevator, and improving the 
physical security of the building,” 
said Wolf. “We decided to renovate 
existing space in the school, build 
it out and reinvent it.” 

Situating the entranceway on 

Laconia Avenue was necessary 
because expanding it on the Wil-
liamsbridge Road side was not fea-
sible, said the school president. 

Parish Property Management 
is the builder and Ernest Harris is 
the architect on the planned addi-
tion. 

The entrance on Williams-

bridge Road had been built when 
most students walked to school, 
but now more students arrive by 
car or the subway, making the La-
conia Avenue the widely used en-
trance, said Bill O’Connor, Parish 
Property Management president.

The building addition is part of 
a $2.5 million capital improvement 

campaign that began in 2014 that 
reached its goal, said Wolf. 

The capital fundraising in-
cluded money for cutting-edge 
technology like a new robotics lab 
that was recently completed at the 
school, said its president, adding 
that it took some time to get the 
construction project underway. 

The new entrance and lobby 
will feature 20 foot-high ceilings 
with a skylight in the shape of a 
cross, an elevator linking the two 
wings of the buildings, a reception 
area that is separate from the rest 
of the school and the elimination of 
all stairs when entering the build-
ing, she said. 

Inside the lobby there will be a 
wheelchair ramp for accessibility, 
said Wolf. 

The project is big undertaking 
for St. Catharine  High School be-
cause all capital improvements 
since the building opened in 1953 
have occurred inside, with no 
changes to its exterior, said Wolf. 

O’Connor said he was delighted 
to see a Catholic secondary school 
in the borough expanding, taking 
it as a sign that Catholic education 
was here to stay in the borough.

“I grew up in the Bronx and we 
have all been a little bit saddened to 
see that many of the Catholic schools 
that we grew up in and were edu-
cated in are closed,” said O’Connor.  
“It is truly an honor, a delight and a 
privilege to see one of these schools 
thriving and growing.” 

The entrance and reception 
area will be both welcoming and 
secure, added O’Connor, with secu-
rity a top priority at every school. 

SCA to add ADA compliant main entrance, reception area

(l-r) Joshua Adams, representing Assemblyman Michael Benedetto; Sr. Ann Welch, principal; Kathleen McCarrick Weiden, 
board chairwoman; Councilman Mark Gjonaj; Sr. Patricia Wolf, president; William O’Connor, Parish Property Management 
president and junior student Leeana Mullamphy. Photo by Silvio Pacifi co
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TOP DRIVER DISTRACTIONS
ADVERTORIAL

Using mobile phones
Leading the list of the 

top distractions behind the 
wheel are mobile phones. 
Phones now do more than 
just place calls, and driv-
ers often cannot pull away 
from their phones, even 
when driving. According to 
the California Department 
of Motor Vehicles, studies 
have shown that driving 
performance is lowered 
and the level of distraction 
is higher for drivers who 
are heavily engaged in cell 

phone conversations. The 
use of a hands-free device 
does not lower distraction 
levels. The percentage of 
vehicle crashes and near-
crashes attributed to di-
aling is nearly identical 
to the number associated 
with talking or listening. 

Daydreaming
Many people will admit 

to daydreaming behind 
the wheel or looking at a 
person or object outside of 
the car  for too long. Per-

haps they’re checking out 
a house in a new neighbor-
hood or thought they saw 
someone they knew on the 
street corner. It can be easy 
to veer into the direction 
your eyes are focused, caus-
ing an accident. In addition 
to trying to stay focused on 
the road, some drivers pre-
fer the help of lane depar-
ture warning systems.

Eating
Those who haven’t quite 

mastered walking and 

chewing gum at the same 
time may want to avoid 
eating while driving. The 
majority of foods require a 
person’s hands to be taken 
off of the wheel and their 
eyes to be diverted from the 
road. Reaching in the back 
seat to share some French 
fries with the kids is also 
distracting. 

Try to eat meals before 
getting in the car. For 
those who must snack 
while en route, take a 
moment to pull over at 

a rest area and spend 10
minutes snacking there 
before resuming the
trip.

Reading
Glancing at an adver-

tisement, updating a Fa-
cebook status or reading
a book are all activities 
that should be avoided 
when driving. Even pour-
ing over a traffic map or 
consulting the digital 
display of a GPS system 
can be distracting.


