
BY PATRICK ROCCHIO
Ferry service to Soundview 

should be a reality this year, and 
some are calling for even more 
service in transit-starved east 
Bronx waterfront communities. 

The route of service that in-
cludes Soundview’s ferry stop, is 
scheduled to begin service later 
this year from Clason Point Park, 
and the ferry dock is now under 

construction, according to NYC 
Economic Development Corpora-
tion. 

As that plan inches closer to 
becoming a reality, the borough 
president used his 2018 State of 
the Borough speech on Thursday, 
February 22 to advocate for addi-
tional ferry landings.

“Ferry service is coming to 
Soundview, and should come to 

Throggs Neck and City Island as 
well,” said Borough President Ru-
ben Diaz, Jr.

 Diaz’s spokesman let the 
quote stand without further elab-
oration, but in the two east Bronx 
communities, leaders who have 
long advocated for ferry service 
made their case for additional 
stops. 

Robert Barbarelli, Throggs 
Neck Home Owners Association 
board member, said he believes 
that ferry service could come 

to Throggs Neck, adding that 
S.U.N.Y. Maritime already docks 
a large training vessel in Throggs 
Neck. 

“The waterways are not used 
enough which I think is a rea-
son why there are always traffi c 
issues on our roads,” said Bar-
barelli. “Utilizing waterways is 
a faster and more scenic route to 
get downtown.” 

Dotti Poggi, Ferry Point Com-

BY ALEX MITCHELL
Two murder suspects turned 

themselves into the 49th Precinct 
in connection to the shooting of a 
Morris Park man. 

Forty-fi ve-year-old George Car-
rasquillo was gunned down while 
sitting in his car on Hone Avenue 
in Morris Park overnight on Mon-
day, February 5.

Police arrested Joselin Espada, 
Carrasquillo’s cousin living at 
1580 Edison Avenue in Pelham Bay 
and Nelson Lopez of 4180 Hutchin-
son River Parkway in Co-op City 
on February 17. 

Both men were charged for 
murder.

Police believe Espada was the 
shooter and there was “an ongoing 
verbal dispute between the parties 
on the same day prior to the shoot-
ing.” 

The shooting was described 
as ‘more of an assassination from 
something personal.’

The NYPD also confi rmed that 
a dispute was Espada’s alleged mo-
tive.

Carrasquillo, had just moved to 
Morris Park, but previously lived 
in Hunts Point.

The shooting occurred a short 
distance past St. Clare of Assisi 
School property.

Captain Thomas Alps of the 
49th Precinct is leading the mur-
der investigation.

“We arrived on the scene to 
calls of a male possibly shot, 
he was pronounced dead on the 
scene,” said Alps. 

Carrasquillo was pronounced 
dead at about 5:30 a.m. 

The gun Espada allegedly used 
was a 40-caliber pistol and Carras-
quillo was shot at least six times.

It appeared the two had been 
waiting for Carrasquillo, whom 
was sitting in his grey 2017 Ford 
Explorer.

BY SARAH VALENZUELA
On Thursday, February 22, 

Bronxites filled the audito-
rium of the Bronx High School 
of Science in Bedford Park to 
hear borough president Ruben 
Diaz, Jr. give his annual State 
of the Borough Address.

The event started with a 
brief welcoming and invoca-
tion from Deputy Borough 
President Marricka Scott-Mc-
Fadden and Imam Ali Kamel.

Diaz, opened his speech 
with a light-hearted joke that 
referenced Bronx High School 
of Science alumnus and as-
tronomer, Neil deGrasse Ty-
son, and then recapped the 
year’s positive results.

To start, he acknowledged 
the progress made in afford-
able housing, education, low-

ering homicide rates, urban 
redevelopment, and the bor-
ough’s improved economy.

He also listed the changes 
Bronxites should expect to see 
in 2018 and the areas that still 
need improvement.

Spending a considerable 
amount of time on education, 
Diaz noted public high school 
students in the borough had 
the lowest math and reading 
scores in the city and were not 
fully prepared for higher lev-
els of education.

Addressing this situation, 
he stated his office has al-
ready funded over $20 million 
for technology and auditorium 
upgrades to schools around 
the borough and was creating 
a tech hub in Mott Haven.
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BP Diaz delivers 9th State 
of the Borough address

Morris Park 
assassins turn 
themselves in 
to the 49th

State Of The Borough Address
Borough President Ruben Diaz, Jr. delivered his ninth annual ‘State of 
the Borough’ Address on Thursday, February 22 at a packed Bronx High 
School of Science auditorium. Diaz discussed a wide array of topics in-
cluding the Bronx’s revitalization, issues impacting NYC Housing Author-
ity residents and the mayor’s proposed jail in Mott Haven.  
   Photo by Miriam Quin
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BP mentions  possible TN, CI stops

SV FERRY PLAN 
ON SCHEDULE
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POT of GOLD
Sherbee Antiques is a family-owned business that has been serving the tri-
state area for over 60 years. We buy from the full contents of homes and 
estates to single items. We specialize in high-end goods such as antiques, 
art, fine porcelain, lighting, bronzes and sculptures. We have particular 

interest in fine jewelry, timepieces, diamonds, gold and silver. 

If you call we will come to you, free of charge, and evaluate what you are selling. 
We know the value of your possessions and are willing to pay top dollar on the 
spot. Please feel free to call seven days a week for a free same day consultation.

You may be sitting on a large fortune. 
Call Sherbee Antiques. They’ll tell you how much.

CALL TODAY 917-748-7622 OR 718-762-7448 
You’ll be glad you did.

Sherbee Antiques
Est. 1940

C.O.D.

Prompt Delivery • Easy Online Ordering
Metered Delivery • Premium Heating Oil

www.CODOIL.com 
*Cannot combine with any other offers.

Lic. #74-1810078

(718) 354-3834

PAY C.O.D. PRICES & SAVE!!*

*Mention this ad 
when you place your 
order and receive an 

additional 3¢ off 
per gallon 

Refer a new customer 
to us and take an 
additional 3¢ off 

per gallon 
on your next order 

BY ALEX MITCHELL
If you thought Newman 

from Seinfeld is the worst 
mailman in New York City, 
think again. 

Community Board 11 
members and residents alike 
have had miserable experi-
ences with their local post 
offi ces with both delivery 
and station visits. 

They aired grievances 
to representatives from the 
United States Postal Service 
during CB 11’s general board 
meeting on Thursday, Feb-
ruary 26.

“It’s been like this for 
years,” said Edith Blitzer, 
president of the Pelham 
Parkway Neighborhood As-
sociation. “We’ve been hav-
ing trouble for sometime,” 
she added.

The two primary com-
plaints that Blizter and her 
residents had with 10462 
were: substitute mail carri-
ers having delivery mix-ups 
and packages not being de-
livered. 

“They always leave a 
note but don’t deliver the 
package,” said Blitzer. “Our 
regular people do a fi ne job, 
it’s the substitutes we have 
issues with,” she added.

“Service with the substi-

tutes is like fl ipping a coin, 
sometimes residents don’t 
get mail at all,” said Tony 
Vitaliano, chairman of CB 
11. “We have no complaints 
with our regulars, it’s all the 
substitutes,” he added.

The 10461 Morris Park 
post offi ce on Williamsbridge 
Road, is also very clunky in 
the mornings. “I hate going 
in at 9, they have only one 
person available to address 
all issues, it takes way too 
long,” Vitaliano added.

Other parts of Commu-
nity Board 11 and the bor-
ough have seen problems 
worse than that with substi-
tute carriers.

Residents say they don’t 
get mail in bad weather, 
when substitutes are work-
ing.

CB 11’s Public Safety 
Committee chairman Yahay 
Obeid told representatives a 
story in which his wife was 
locked inside her house, was 
asking her mailman for help, 
but was ignored because the 
carrier had headphones in 
his ears. 

He called for substitute 
carriers to have more situ-
ational awareness while en 
route.

Another issue within the 

post offi ce is mailbox fi sh-
ing. 

It’s been reported that 
glue and other adhesive-like 
substances are used to steal 
mail from the mail boxes.   

The thieves main goal is 
to hook a bill-paying piece of 
mail containing a check. The 
checks are removed, and the 
addressee’s name changed. 

Postal representatives 
announced at the meeting 
that they are working with 
the 47th and 49th precincts 
to prevent mailbox fi shing 
as well.   

Representatives were 
sympathetic to the resi-
dents’ gripes and concerns 
about service.

“They were earnest and 
courteous, they see where 
we are coming from, I 
truly believe they’re go-
ing to resolve these issues 
we’ve been having,” said 
Blitzer. 

Vitaliano also wants to 
see the service improve 
and not have any issues 
with postal workers. 

“I want to see this issue 
become resolved,” said Vi-
taliano.

CB 11 encompasses sev-
eral zip codes: 10461, 10462, 
10467 and 10469.

CB 11 sends post 
offi ce representatives 

a clear message

The Morris Park Post Offi ce. Community News Group/ Alex Mitchell
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ANTIQUES & ESTATE BUYERS

ANTIQUE & ESTATE BUYERS
We buy anything old. One piece or house full. 

WILL TRAVEL. HOUSE CALLS.

ANTIQUE & ESTATE BUYERS
We buy anything old. One piece or house full. 

WILL TRAVEL. HOUSE CALLS.
WILL TRAVEL

ENTIRE
TRI-STATE!

FREE
Estimates!

We Pay $CASH$ For 
Paintings, Clocks, Watches, 
Estate Jewelry & Fine China, 

From Single Items 
to Entire Estates!
Coin & Stamp Collections

Costume Jewelry
Antique Furniture  Lamps
Bronzes  Paintings  Prints

Chinese & Japanese 
Artwork & Porcelain

Sports Collectibles 
Comic Books  Old Toys  Records
Cameras  Sterling Flatware Sets

HUMMELS & LLADROS

ANTIQUES & ESTATE BUYERS

TOP $ PAID
FOR JUDAICA
COLLECTIBLES

HOUSE
CALLS

MOVING orDOWNSIZING?CALL
US!

Top $ Paid
for Antique

Sterling!

Military
Collections

Wanted
Swords,
Knives,

Helmets, etc.

SEE OUR AD EVERY SUNDAY IN THE POST

SAME DAY  
SERVICE  

AVAILABLE

SERVING BRONX 
AND THE ENTIRE  
TRI-STATE AREA

516-974-6528516-974-6528

WILL TRAVEL. WE MAKE HOUSE CALLS.
1029 WEST JERICHO TURNPIKE, SMITHTOWN, L.I.

HOUSE 
CALLS

ASK FOR CHRISTOPHER



munity Advocates leader, 
said that Ferry Point Park 
has a parking lot that could 
be used for ferry custom-
ers. 

“Ferry Point is a perfect 
place because it has already 
has the infrastructure,” she 
said. 

John Doyle, City Island 
Civic Association offi cer 
said he believes that one 
appropriate location for a 
ferry stop could be Orchard 
Beach, because it already 
has an large parking lot that 
is underutilized for nine 
months out of the year. 

“Just having this men-
tioned in one of these 
speeches is helpful as this 
point,” said Doyle. “I am re-

ally hoping that when the 
Soundview ferry comes into 
service that it is super suc-
cessful, because then we can 
build on that success.” 

William Rivera, Com-
munity Board 9 district 
manager, said that the fi nal 
details for the Soundview 
ferry are being worked out, 
including expanding ser-
vice on the Bx 27 and Bx 
39 buses by one stop dur-
ing hours of operation so 
that commuters don’t have 
to walk far from the bus to 
ferry. 

He is also involved in 
the planning of a commu-
nity meeting in Clason 
Point that will take place 
prior to ferry operations 
starting. 

Also being worked on 

are issues related to secu-
rity, safety, lighting, park-
ing, bathrooms and ame-
nities at the Soundview 
ferry.   

“Everyone supports the 
ferry, we just make sure it 
is done right,” said Rivera. 

An EDC spokeswoman 
said stops along the ferry 
route servicing Soundview 
have changed in Manhat-
tan, with an East 62nd 
Street stop dropped and 
an East 34th Street stop 
added. 

The spokeswoman said 
that EDC “will begin to 
analyze ridership potential 
and landing capabilities for 
future expansion to other 
communities once we suc-
cessfully implement 2018 
routes this summer.” 

Incidents like this aren’t 
something that the Morris 
Park community is used to 
seeing.

“This is a very peaceful 
community, things like this 
don’t happen over here,” 
said Al D’Angelo, vice chair 
of Community Board 11 
and president of the Morris 
Park Community Associa-
tion. “We’ve stepped up our 
neighborhood patrols and 
reached out to the 49th about 
our concerns,” he added.

Captain Alps and his 
staff have communicated to 
Morris Park that this shoot-
ing is not gang related and 

is being viewed as an iso-
lated incident.

Gang violence is not an 
issue within Morris Park 
according to local, commu-
nity leadership.

“We were concerned at 
fi rst that this was an issue 
within the community and 
we communicated that to 
the police,” said Tony Vi-
taliano, chairman of CB 11. 
“They assured the commu-
nity that this not related to 
anything,” he added.

Even though suspects 
are in police custody, the 
investigation is still ongo-
ing.

“We have evidence re-

trieved and the investiga-
tion is progressing nicely,” 
said the captain.

“They have great info, I 
know they’ll wrap this up 
very soon,” said Vitaliano.

Vitaliano couldn’t re-
count the last time a shoot-
ing like this occurred in 
Morris Park.

“It was very surpris-
ing, this does not hap-
pen very often,” said Vi-
taliano. “Residents have 
not expressed any con-
cerns over their safety 
since this incident,” he 
added.

The investigation is 
ongoing.
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Morris Park assassins turn 
themselves in to the 49th

(Right) This type of ferry will begin servicing Soundview at Clason Point Park in 2018. The borough 
president has proposed adding additional ferry stops in the borough. NYC Ferry

The crime scene in Morris Park where 45 year old George Carrasquillo was gunned down. Edwin Soto

SV Ferry plan on schedule; BP 
mentions possible TN, CI stops

Call 718.260.2555
..to sell your car in our 
CLASSIFIED SECTIONS 
& get...Real Results!

S SSHOP OUR CLASSIFIED 
PAGES EVERY WEEK AND 

SAVE MONEY
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TWO-CAR COLLISSION IN SOUNDVIEW

Police responded to a two car collision in Soundview last week. According to 43rd Precinct po-
lice, two vehicles were involved in a collision at 1959 Bruckner Boulevard on Tuesday, February 
20 at 4:30 p.m. The driver in the fi rst vehicle allegedly sideswiped another vehicle causing the 
second vehicle to overturn. Both drivers sustained minor injuries following the incident. No ar-
rests or summonses were issued by police following the accident.          Photo by Edwin Soto

BY PATRICK ROCCHIO
A new NYC Parks Enforce-

ment Police hub is being planned 
for the north Bronx. 

NYC Parks is constructing its 
PEP station just outside of Pel-
ham Bay Park, at a location that 
had once been a parking lot and 
a maintenance building, across 
Westchester Avenue from Amen-
dola Plaza. 

However, the centrally located 
police station at the corner of 
Burr Avenue will not necessarily 
increase the number of PEP offi -
cers in the borough, stated an NYC 
Parks spokeswoman. 

The spokeswoman stated it 
“will expand PEP presence in the 
north Bronx and allow offi cers 
to be dispatched more quickly 
throughout the Bronx given the 
close proximity to the highway.”

“This new station will help our 
PEP offi cers cover north Bronx 
parks more effi ciently,” said Iris 
Rodriguez-Rosa, NYC Parks Bronx 
commissioner. “We’ll be able to 
dispatch offi cers faster to Pelham 
Bay Park, as well as other parks in 
the north Bronx.”

The PEP station will be com-
prised of three pre-fabricated 

trailers at a cost of $222,722, and 
is expected to be activated by the 
end of June 2018, stated the spokes-
woman. Artist’s renderings were 
not available as of press time. 

A shed on the property will be 
demolished, but the closed comfort 
station building nearby will re-
main, she said. 

A tall fence has been erected 
around the site, abutting Burr and 
Westchester avenues and running 
along Bruckner Boulevard. 

Michelle Torrioni, Pelham Bay 
Taxpayers and Community Asso-
ciation president, said she thought 
that the fence looks good and that 
she was glad to see that NYC Parks 
had done a clean up of the area. 

“If they fi x it up and build a 
nice building, that would be good. 
If they put Parks Enforcement in 
there hopefully they will be more 
enforcement for the summer [at 
Pelham Bay Park],” said Torrioni.

The community leader said she 
hoped issues with people leaving 
debris in Pelham Bay Park’s bar-
becue areas and double-parking 
cars along Bruckner Boulevard in 
the summer could be eased with 
the stepped-up PEP presence. 

Bob Bieder, a local activist and 

member of the Community Board 
10’s parks committee, said he was 
surprised to hear of the develop-
ment because there is already a 
facility for cops inside Pelham Bay 
Park, and the offi cers could also 
utilize space at Owen Dolen Park. 

Bieder said he welcomes any in-
creased presence of PEP offi cers.

Rico Pannea, manager of Villa 
Barone Restaurant, which used 
the city parcel for the restau-
rant’s customer parking, said that 
the change is tough because in 
some cases patrons now have to 
pay for parking at a nearby lot on 
Westchester Avenue. 

They were alerted two months 

ago of the plans, he said. 
A NYC Parks spokeswoman 

stated that the restaurant once 
had a parking agreement with the 
agency, but has not had an active 
agreement recently. 

Bieder said that the use of the 
site as a parking lot is not the best 
use for the public land. 

Parks Department to build PEP station at Amendola Plaza 

A parking lot adjacent to this currently unused comfort station will be the new home of a Parks Enforcement Police station 
for the north Bronx. Community News Group / Patrick Rocchio
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BY ALEX MITCHELL
YMCA’s second Bronx outpost, set for 

the north Bronx will see shovels in the 
ground very soon.

After receiving a unamious “yea” vote 
from Community Board 12, the proposal’s 
next stop is the offi ce of Borough President 
Ruben Diaz, Jr.

The proposed 50,000 square-foot facility 
could serve as a valuable resource to the 
neighborhood, while offering a place for 
families to enjoy recreational activities, as 
well as a number of programs to empower 
youth. 

The facility will two pools and a basket-
ball court. 

“This request goes back 20 years, it’s 
been number one on our list,” said Commu-
nity Board 12 district manager George Tor-
res. “Community leaders want to see this 
come to fruition,” he added.

The construction of a recreation center 
for Edenwald has been a strong ‘want’ for 
residents and elected offi cals for some time. 
Support from Albany has propelled the 
project forward. 

“This YMCA community center has long 
been a dream for so many, and moving into 
the public approval process means it is one 
step closer to becoming a reality and mak-
ing a difference in the lives of thousands of 
families here in the Bronx. I have long main-
tained that this center is an investment in 
the future of our community – a sustain-

Edenwald YMCA proposal reaches BP Diaz’ desk
able and meaningful one that will empower 
our youth and instill a sense of pride,” said 
Assembly Speaker Carl Heastie.

The center, located at 1250 E. 229th 
Street, will also provide childcare, after-
school and summer camp, classes to im-
prove health and wellness, and activities 
to strengthen the community, including 
senior adult programs and civic classes for 
new Americans.

“This YMCA center will bring together 
people of all ages and backgrounds, from 
kids in day camps to seniors seeking well-
ness programs to new Americans looking 
to participate in civics classes,” Heastie 
added.

The Edenwald YMCA will create 100 
new permanent jobs that pay a living wage, 
as well as 101 temporary construction jobs. 

It would be built in close proximity to 
the Edenwald Houses.

“For more than 40 years, we’ve been try-
ing to establish a recreational center of this 
magnitude. Our district is one of the few 
districts without one,” said Councilman 
Andy King.

“It will serve thousands of residents in 
the 12th Council District as well as created 
jobs and eventually bring much needed 
activity and meeting space in our commu-
nity,” he added.

“We intend to have shovels in the ground 
this fall,” said YMCA head of Real Estate 
Joe Chan. “We hope to have the project 

Artist’s rendition of Edenwald’s proposed YMCA. Courtesy of YMCA

completed by the fall of 2020,” he added.
The fi rst steps in construction would be 

to replace parts of the Christopher school 
due to its close proxmity.

After that, construction on the YMCA 
would begin.

So far, the proposal has received nearly 
unanimous praise.

“This is the perfect example of a pri-
vate/public partnership,” Chan said. “The 
YMCA is lucky to work with such a moti-
vated community,” he added.

“The YMCA is here for all New York-
ers, to empower youth, improve health, 
and strengthen community,” said Sharon 
Greenberger, president and CEO of the 
YMCA of Greater New York. 

“We are so excited about this next step 
in the process.  We look forward to working 
hand in hand with the Edenwald commu-
nity to bring our mission to life in this new 
Y, and helping more people in the Bronx 
learn, grow, and thrive,” she added.

CAMP & SUMMER ACTIVITIES DIRECTORY

LuHi Summer Programs
131 Brookville Road
Brookville, NY 11545
516-626-1100
luhisummercamps.org

Wildlife Conservation Society 
Zoos and Aquarium Camps
From the school year to the summer, 
from toddlers to teens, Wildlife 
Conservation Society education 
programs offer something fun for 
everyone!
Visit wcs.org/parks/programs
or call 1-800-433-4149 for more
information.

Aviator Summer Camps
3159 Flatbush Ave.
Brooklyn, NY 11234
718-758-7510,
aviatorsports.com

Mill Basin Day Camp
5945 Strickland Avenue
Brooklyn, NY 11234
718-351-6200,
millbasindaycamp.com

Park Slope Day Camp
Multiple Locations
718-788-7732,
parkslopedaycamp.com

Aviator Summer Camps
3159 Flatbush Ave., Brooklyn, NY 11234
718-758-7510, aviatorsports.com

ArchBishop Molloy
83-53 Manton St., Briarwood NY 11435
718-441- 2100
memorial15.com, molloyhs.org 

Kew Forest School
119-17 Union Turnpike
Forest Hills, NY 11375
718-268-4667 Ext. 108
kewforest.org/summer 

Christ the King
68-02 Metropolitan Avenue
Middle Village, NY 11379
718-366-7454
ctkny.org, ckkids@ctkny.org

Joe’s Music Center & 
Performing Arts, Inc
114-04 Farmers Blvd., St. Albans NY 11412
718-454-3036,  joemusiccenter.org



BY PATRICK ROCCHIO
A Soundview writer has 

penned a book of poetry that 
is an unflinching look at all 
aspects of life on the street. 

Akeem Trujeque, a fiction 
writer who has penned three 
short novels about life on the 
fringes, has just published his 
first volume of poetry titled 
Mind of a Menace. 

The poetry, which is not for 
the faint of heart, should be 
available in paperback on Am-
azon.com by Monday, March 
5, said the author.  He said he 
believes that a Kindle version 
will follow shortly thereafter. 

The poems build on novels 
he wrote called ‘Poppa, Buck-
town’ and ‘Yes I Do’ while 
he was recovering from be-
ing shot when he was robbed 
while he lived in Brooklyn. 

Those books are about love 
and the drug trade, the latter 
a topic not typically addressed 
in novels. 

He was left a quadriplegic 
when a bullet ripped into his 
spine after entering his body 
through his stomach, said 

Trujeque, adding that he was 
shot five times in the inci-
dent. 

Trujeque said he took to 
writing because there is not 
much that a 27-year-old man 
can do in a nursing home, and 
it helped him put his thoughts 
in order following the trau-
matic event that would define 
his life. 

“Writing poetry [and fic-
tion] is like a therapy for me,” 
he said. “It allows me to let 
loose and remain active.”

The poems in Mind of a 
Menace seek to portray the 
loss that often accompanies a 
life on the street, such as the 
loss of love from mothers and 
girlfriends who do not want 
to be a part of illicit activity, 
said the author. 

It also seeks to offer a more 
well-rounded portrayal of 
what the life of a street hus-
tler really is like, with Tru-
jeque saying that modern hip 
hop is good at showcasing fast 
cars and gold chains, but not 
so good at showing what it 
takes to maintain such a life-

style in terms of the toll on 
the person involved and their 
families. 

“I just wanted to touch the 
crowd in a new way,” said 
Trujeque of Mind of a Menace, 
adding “I tried to make the po-
etry as raw as I could possibly 
get it.” 

And indeed, it is raw. One 
of his favorite poems from the 

short book is called ‘Can’t,’ 
which is an ode to persistence 
in the face of adversity and the 
poor treatment sometimes ac-
corded people with disabilities 
or those from rougher back-
grounds such as Trujeque. 

“I am going to make [good] 
no matter what happens,” 
said Trujeque of theme of the 
poem.

In keeping with the dark 
themes presented throughout 
the book, all of the pages are 
black with white print: instead 
of the norm. 

The graphic design of the 
book of poems, which includes 
several drawings that accom-
pany the poems, was done 
with help from the Women’s 
Press Collective, which offered 
to do the work after Trujeque 
met members of the group at a 
street fair. 

“Out of all of my books, this 
one is my best one,” the author 
said of his latest accomplish-
ment.

Sales from his books help 
the author supplement his in-
come, said Trujeque. 
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BY ALEX MITCHELL
Pastor David Serrano has 

been trying to build afford-
able housing on St. Ann’s 
Avenue in Mott Haven since 
the late 1980s. 

Even though a different 
developer has been chosen 
by NYC Housing, Preser-
vation and Development to 
build on the property, Ser-
rano hasn’t given up yet. 

He’s organized a protest 
this Saturday in front of the 
property at 11 a.m.

Evangelist Pastor Ser-
rano’s Thessalonica Church 
has occupied the corner of 
313 St. Ann’s Avenue for 78 
years, next to a dirt parking 
lot that he hoped the church 
would one day develop. 

The church leases the 
lot from the city so that the 
community has off streeet 
parking.

Serrano received support 
from state and city elected 
offi cials throughout the 
years as he tried to acquire 
the property. 

Serrano is convinced 

that HPD, which has juris-
diction over the site,  has 
been using stall tactics to 
discourage the developers 
he reached out to from sub-
mitting a plan. 

However HPD’s direc-
tor of Bronx Planning, Ted 
Weinstien has a different ac-
count. 

“They have not pro-
gressed. There were de-
veloper problems. We had 
been waiting for plans from 
them for months and even 
years,” said Weinstien. “We 
were willing to wait but 
they never came through,” 
he added.

HPD has now gone ahead 
and selected its own devel-
oper, The Community Build-
ers, a Massachusetts-based 
non-profi t developer. 

Their plan, titled ‘Park 
Haven,’ would build 170 af-
fordable housing units, 
60 of which would be per-
manently set aside for the 
homeless, include a FRESH 
supermarket, and space for 
the non-profi t BronxWorks 

to operate.
In critizing the 

HPD proposal, Serrano 
pointed out, “There’s 
fi ve supermarkets in the 
area, there’s no need for 
another.”

In fact Pastor Serrano 
asserts his plan for the 
property was very simi-
lar. 

The church’s proposal 
had close to the same 
number of housing units 
with a focus on housing 
for seniors and veterans. 

The complex would also 
have included a senior cen-
ter as well as religious edu-
cation facilities, the pastor 
claims.

Fifteen proposals had 
been submitted to HPD in 
2015, including one from the 
Thessalonica Church. 

Serrano found it suspi-
cious that an out-of-state 
developer was chosen. He 
claims TCB was the only 
non-New York proposal sub-
mitted. 

Weinstien couldn’t recall 

if other submissions were 
from out-of-state developers, 
but stressed that TCB has a 
New York offi ce.

Community Board 1 
voted against the Park Ha-
ven proposal 15 to 5 in De-
cember. 

In January, Borough 
President Ruben Diaz’s re-
port on the project favored 
the proposal on conditions 
that the church, commu-
nity board, and Park Ha-
ven’s developer, work out 

their concerns.
“We hope to have a 

working dialogue with 
the church,” said Desiree 
Andrepont, senior proj-
ect manager for TCB. “We 
will continue to reach out 
to them,” she added. 

Serrano expressed a 
hesitation to collaborate 
with TCB because Andre-
pont was previously em-
ployed by HPD. 

Weinstien said it would 
be “an insult” to connect 

her previous employment 
as a factor in HPD’s selec-
tion of TCB.

Both TCB and HPD 
have expressed willing-
ness to work with the 
church, however Serrano 
has remained distant in 
recent months. 

The protest would be 
Serrano’s most public op-
position to the plan. He 
expects about 500 people 
to rally for the church’s 
cause.

Mott Haven pastor protests 
HPD’s housing developer

Artist’s rendering of Park Haven. Courtesy of HPD

Soundview resident Akeem Trujeque 
just published a book of poems. 
 Photo courtesy of Akeem Trujeque

Akeem Trujeque new book of poems 
features white tex on black pages. Photo 
by Akeem Trujeque

Soundview author pens poetry book
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Attention Seniors and Caregivers

If you would like to exhibit or be a sponsor call Ralph D’Onofrio at 718-260-2510 or email rdonofrio@cnglocal.com

The event will feature
informa tional seminars and more than 50 
vendor booths showcasing a variety of 
facilities, products and services such as 
assisted living, home care, pooled trusts, legal 
advice, insurance options, adult day care, 
audiology, elder care options, community 
wellness initiatives, and more.
Preventative Cardiovascular Testing Available

Sunday, March 11th

9:30am – 2pm
New Larger Location!
QUEENS COLLEGE
FITZGERALD GYM
Reeves Ave. Entrance at 153rd St., Flushing, NY 11367
(Just south of the LIE between Main St.Exit 23 and Kissena Blvd. Exit 24)
For GPS directions enter 153rd St. and Reeves Ave., Queens, NY

FREE Admission
Register now at nycElderCareExpo.com 
or call (718) 260-4552
FREE Parking
FREE Lunch
if you register by March 8th

NYC ELDER CARE

For seniors & their caregiversExpo & Conference

2018

9:45 am
What to do now to protect your 
family’s assets later

10:30 am
Understanding managed 
long term care 

11:15 am
Preventing elder care fraud

12:00 pm
Estate Planning and the benefi ts 
and pitfalls of probate

12:45 pm 
Closing the NYC mobility gap

1:30 pm 
Taking charge: Know your 
healthcare options and how to 
access them at every stage of life

Seminar schedule & topics subject to change.

Seminars will fi ll up. Reserve your spots now at nycElderCareExpo.com

 SEMINAR SCHEDULE

S P O N S O R S
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BY ROBERT WIRSING
Bronxites are nauseated over 

the lack of representation on one 
of the City Council’s most critical 
committees and it seems the new 
City Council speaker is fi ne with 
that.

On Friday, February 9, several 
community groups attending the 
inaugural ‘Putting Community at 
the Center of Our Bronx Health’ 
Conference at Hostos Community 
College demanded that Council 
Speaker Corey Johnson appoint 
Bronx members to the NYC Council 
Health Committee.

However in a statement he 
released to the Bronx Times he 
doesn’t plan to change the com-
mittee’s present lopsided borough 
makeup anytime soon.

Council Speaker Johnson, a for-
mer chair of the Health Commit-
tee, said “I trust the leadership of 
my Health Committee members in 
their commitment to New Yorkers’ 
health and engaging with residents 
with their most pressing health 
concerns.” 

The Council’s Health Committee 
has jurisdiction over NYC’s Depart-
ment of Health and Mental Hygiene, 
Emergency Medical Services for 
health-related issues and the Offi ce 

of the Chief Medical Examiner.
According to Chris Norwood, 

Health People executive director 
and founder, it’s imperative that the 
Bronx have one of its own on the 
committee.

Council members Mark Levine, 
chairman; Keith Powers; Mathieu 
Eugene; Alicka Ampry-Samuel and 
Inez Barron currently preside over 
the committee.

Levine and Powers are from 
Manhattan while Ampry-Sam-
uel, Barron and Eugene represent 
Brooklyn.

Former Bronx council members 
who served on the committee were 
James Vacca from 2015 to 2017; Ma-
ria Del Carmen Arroyo from 2006 to 
2015 and Joel Rivera and Helen Fos-
ter from 2006 to 2013.

For the eighth year in a row, 
the Bronx was ranked last out of 
62 NYS counties in 2017 for overall 
health in the annual Robert Wood 
Johnson Foundation and Univer-
sity of Wisconsin Study.

The borough ranked last in 
health outcomes, quality of life, 
health factors, clinical care, social 
and economic factors and physical 
environment.

“All of the boroughs should be 
represented on this committee, 

but as the borough with the worst 
health this is totally unaccept-
able,” stated Norwood. “By work-
ing with communities on a local 
level, we can move the Bronx up 
from 62.”

She added that the borough has 
developed outstanding community-
based strategies to improve health 
which she hopes will be brought to 

NYC.
Last summer, Health People 

achieved full recognition from the 
federal Centers for Disease Con-
trol and Prevention to deliver the 
National Diabetes Prevention Pro-
gram, making it the fi rst Bronx 
agency or health organization to re-
ceive this highest level of approval 
from the CDC for successfully im-

plementing the DPP.
Since 2015, the Northwest Bronx 

Community and Clergy Coalition 
in collaboration with Montefi ore 
Medical Center, NYC DOHMH, 
BlocPower, Emerald Cities Collab-
orative, NY Lawyers for Public In-
terest and Councilman Ritchie Tor-
res, have implemented the Bronx 
Healthy Buildings Program.

The initiative targets the north-
west and central Bronx’s deterio-
rating housing conditions, seeks 
to reduce asthma hospitalizations, 
lowers energy consumption, estab-
lishes green jobs and ensures hous-
ing affordability.

Despite Johnson’s reluctance 
to add Bronx representation to the 
committee, the Health People have 
established a ‘Make Equitable the 
Representation on the NYC Coun-
cil Health Committee’ online peti-
tion urging Johnson to make the 
changes.

If interested in signing the 
petition, visit www.change.
org/p/corey-johnson-make-eq-
uitable-the-representation-on-
the -nyc- counci l-health- comm
ittee?recruiter=625284074&ut
m_source=share_petition&utm_
m e d i u m = c o p y l i n k & u t m _
campaign=share_petition.

Bronx demands a face on Council’s Health Committee

Chris Norwood (l) and Health People diabetes peer leaders are demanding city at-
tention to diabetes and the lack of city funding for evidence—based diabetes pre-
vention in the highest risk communities as a major issue the City Council should 
address. Photo courtesy of Health People

BY SARAH VALENZUELA
On Tuesday, February 

27, M.S. 101, named the P.O. 
Edward R. Byrne School, 
gathered students and com-
munity members to remem-
ber the man who the school 
had been named after.

Breakfast was served, 
smiles were shared and 
the sun shone down on the 
building on what could only 
be described as a somber but 
beautiful February day.

Members of the NYPD, 
including Commissioner 
James O’Neill, along with 
local leaders and police of-
fi cer Byrne’s oldest brother, 
Larry Byrne, attended the 
event to share the story of 
the life and legacy of police 
offi cer Byrne.

“I loved him as my 
brother and he was a special 
kid,” said Larry Byrne, who 
is the deputy commissioner 
of the NYPD. 

“Every morning on my 
way to my offi ce I walk by 
our Wall of Heroes and I look 

up and I see Eddy’s name on 
the wall and it motivates me 
to do my work and help oth-
ers the way he did,” said dep-
uty commissioner Byrne.

The event was organized 
by M.S.101’s Parent-Teacher 
Association president and 
retired cop Maria Leon-
ard, who was not part of 
the school’s PTA during the 
naming, but said she wanted 
to help make the 30th an-
niversary of police offi cer 
Byrne’s death special for the 
community.

She helped gather the 
guests from the NYPD, lo-
cal community leaders, 
sponsors and even a com-
pany to clean and refurbish 
the monument to police of-
fi cer Byrne that sits under 
a large pine tree in front of 
the school. 

“It doesn’t seem like it’s 
been 30 years,” said former 
councilman James Vacca, 
who was the president of 
School Board 8 in the 80s 
and helped get the school 

named for Byrne after his 
death. 

“All the students who 
come here know of police of-
fi cer Byrne and they respect 
law enforcement,” said 
Vacca.

Another Throggs Neck 
resident that led the school’s 
naming for police offi cer 
Byrne, Chief Edward Dela-
torre, was also present for 
the special event.

Some shared their stories 
of how they remember hear-
ing the news of police offi cer 
Byrne’s death, while others 
listened in on the tales of the 
tragedy for the fi rst time.

Commissioner O’Neill, 
who was still working as a 
transit cop in the subways 
at the time, spoke to the 
middle schoolers about the 
job of the NYPD.

“People become police 
offi cers because they want 
to make a difference,” said 
Commissioner O’Neill. “It 
requires you to care deeply 
for someone other than 

yourself.”
Police offi cer Byrne was 

only 22-years-old for fi ve 
days when he was assigned 
to guard the house of a fam-
ily in Jamaica, Queens who 
agreed to testify against 
a group of notorious drug 
dealers. 

He was still a rookie po-
lice offi cer and worked out 
of the 103rd Precinct. 

It was always his dream 
to become a police offi cer 
for the NYPD, much like his 
brother and his father.

“His assassination was 
a tipping point (in the war 
against drugs) and that’s 
really when the battle be-
gan to take back the city,” 
said deputy commissioner 
Byrne.

“It’s important we re-

member Eddie not because 
he’s my brother, but be-
cause of what he represents, 
a lawless time that we have 
to put behind us.”

The ceremony was con-
cluded by a moment of si-
lence and the NYPD Emer-
ald Society Bagpipes and 
Drums organization played 
‘Amazing Grace’ in remem-
brance of Offi cer Byrne.

(l-r) Maria Leonard, Larry Byrne and Teresa Wong in front of police offi cer Byrne’s memorial display 
case. Photo by Aracelis Batista

M.S. 101 tribute remembers 
PO Byrne on naming anniversay
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BY SARAH VALENZUELA
Being a jack of all trades will 

take you to different places.
For Habiba Alcindor, it has 

brought her back to the city her fa-
ther grew up in.

Alcindor, born in Washington 
D.C. in 1972, grew up in the City of 
Los Angeles alongside her father, 
Ferdinand Lewis Alcindor Jr. also 
known as Kareem Abdul-Jabbar, 
one of the biggest names in the pro-
fessional basketball world.

Habiba changed her birth-given 
surname - Abdul-Jabbar - to her 
grandparents name, Alcindor, to re-
flect her own heritage.

In fact she had shied away from 
her father’s fame to claim a name of 
her own, both literally and figura-
tively.

Today Alcindor is a screenplay 
writer, producer, and journalist 
among other professions.

Her skills led her to jobs at the 
magazine The Nation, Paper Tiger 
Television and even the Federal 
Emergency Management Agency.

When she first moved to New 
York, it was almost like a dream 
come true for her.

Coming to the Bronx presented 
an even more unique experience for 
her, though she said the Bronx re-
ally is no different from anywhere 
in the city she had lived previously.

“When I first got here, the Bronx 
had this mythology about it. People 
would tell me, “Oh don’t go to the 
Bronx,” said Alcindor, who has also 
lived in Brooklyn and Manhattan. 

“But there’s a lot of history 
here that a lot of people don’t know 
about,” she explained.

As a creative and social justice 
activist, Alcindor has drawn inspi-
ration from all of New York City, but 
the Bronx showed her something 
more.

“I like the intensity of the Bronx 
and, at least, my neighborhood is 
not totally homogenized with Whole 
Foods and Starbucks and Apple 
(stores),” she explained. “It still has 
its flavor and character and I appre-
ciate that because it’s the real New 
York.”

To date, Alcindor has been work-
ing on releasing her television se-
ries, Gold Rush, a creative drama 

show loosely based on the ‘Show-
time Lakers’ and her own experi-
ence being in a family of a promi-
nent sports figure.

While there has been no set re-
lease date, Alcindor mentioned the 
show was fully cast and awaiting in-
terest.

But living here has been exciting 
for her, with new collaborations ap-
pearing on her horizon as an advo-
cate for media equality.

Earlier this year for example, one 
of the organizations she is affiliated 
with launched a New York-exclusive 
free online television streaming 
service created to help cut the cost 
of cable, called Locast.org.

The organization in particular, 
the Sports Fan Coalition, is a group 
that advocates for sports fans as 
consumers in the media market.

“To think of fans as valuable or 
needing a voice was important be-
cause no one really considers them 
when they think of sports,” said Al-
cindor.

Alcindor said her work as an ad-
vocate for equality in media and as a 
social justice activist were inspired 
by her upbringing at home and her 
life in L.A. as well as her career as 
a journalist.

BY SARAH VALENZUELA
It started out as a mis-

sion of love and faith, but has 
evolved into a commitment 
to address dire living condi-
tions .

United 4 PR, a Christian-
based group of different 
backgrounds, formed almost 
immediately after Puerto Ri-
co’s Hurricane Maria crisis.

Many of United 4 PR’s 
members are Puerto Rican 
and hail from the Bronx. 

As the group expanded 
to include help from those in 
other congregations, many 
of whom were not Puerto Ri-
can, nor from New York City, 
their mission remained the 
same.

“We just couldn’t leave 
the people in Puerto Rico all 
alone,” said Marcus Soler, 
one of the members of United 
4 PR.

On Friday, February 23, 
the group held a fundraising 
event called ‘The Boricua Ex-
perience’ at Lorraine’s Bar & 
Grill in Parkchester. 

The medium-sized res-
taurant was decorated with 
inspiration from the island: 
Puerto Rican fl ags adorning 
the walls and table center 
pieces, candles fi lled with 
sand, water and blue stones.

The event, which gar-
nered 40 presale tickets and 
attracted dozens of walk ins, 
offered tasty food, live music, 
artwork and a passion for 
Puerto Rico. 

Guests listened to a vari-
ety of local musicians per-
form salsa, tributes to the 

island and religious songs, 
while perusing artwork on 
display for sale from other lo-
cal creative artists.

While the evening was 
about sustaining the aware-
ness of the crisis in Puerto 
Rico, organizers also had 
their hopes set on raising 
money for a van or truck.

All the churches work-
ing in tandem with United 
4 PR have continued to col-
lect supplies and monetary 
donations, but the group re-
alized they needed a more 
reliable source of transpor-
tation once on the island.

One of the biggest facets 
of their work is collaborating 
with one of the churches in 
Puerto Rico to identify spe-
cifi c needs, travelling to the 
island and personally dis-
tributing the supplies they 
collect, as well as helping to 
physically rebuild homes 
and remove any remaining 
debris.

“When devastation hap-
pens there’s an emotional 
aspect and sometimes we 
forget what people are going 
through,” said Jeannie Guz-
man from United 4 PR. “Just 
to be there to listen and share 
in prayer goes a long way 
sometimes.”

Their last mission trip in 
October of 2017 was met with 
success, but was  plagued by 
a series of vehicle problems. 

The vans they rented had 
a series of mechanical is-
sues.

Since their last trip, the 
group has been sending sup-

ply packages to individual 
households, especially to 
those with elderly family 
members. 

For their next trip, which 
is expected to happen in 
early April, they want to be 
able to help as many as they 
can without encountering 
any delays.

Through the fundraiser 
and their other efforts, 
United 4 PR so far has raised 
over $5,000 towards acquir-
ing their own vehicle on the 
island.

The group estimated 
the cost of a van to be about 
$20,000 and will continue to 
collect donations until their 
April trip. 

Hurricane Maria hit 
Puerto Rico on September 20, 
2017, leaving behind destruc-
tion and despair. 

Homes were leveled, oth-
ers left without roofs, family 
members were missing for 
days, and communication to 
and from the island was al-
most nonexistent as Puerto 
Rico was left in the dark.

Thousands fl ed the island 
in search of safety and secu-
rity, but those who remained 
were left with the looming 
challenge of rebuilding their 
homes and their lives, with-
out access to basic necessities 
like food and clean water.

For more information 
on the group’s mission or 
to make a donation, contact 
United 4 PR at united4pr@
gmail.com or contact Marcus 
Soler at 646-630-6899. 

United 4 PR contines PR hurricane relief effort

Volunteers and organizers of United 4 PR. 
 Community News Group/Sarah Valenzuela
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“A Miracle In The Making!” - CBS TV
  One on One Tutoring for K–12th grade
  Below, At or Above Grade Level Students
  LD - ADD - ADHD - Dyslexia - Special Needs
  Your child will read better, faster with greater fluency and comprehension  

   advancing one year every 4–8 weeks
  Grades, confidence and self esteem will soar as they learn to love reading 

   and school
  Your 3, 4, & 5 year old will learn 15–30 words in the 1st session
  No contracts – Open 7 days a week
  FREE Consultation – 35 Years Certified Experience

ACHIEVE  
3 TO 6 YEARS OF  

READING IMPROVEMENT 
IN ONE YEAR!!!

Dicker Reading Method
75 Brook Street, Scarsdale | 914.472.0600 | www.DickerReading.com

CHILDREN AT OR 
BELOW GRADE 

LEVEL WILL BECOME 
THE BEST READERS 

IN THEIR CLASS

WATCH OUR VIDEOS TO LEARN MORE   www.DickerReading.com

SOLVE YOUR CHILD’S 
READING PROBLEM
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SPRING SESSION          
REGISTRATION DATES:   
Registration for YMCA Members   
begins: SATURDAY, FEBRUARY 10 

Registration for NON-MEMBERS   
begins: SATURDAY, FEBRUARY 17 

The Spring Session runs from  
FEBRUARY 26 - APRIL 29, 2018  

Register at the Membership Desk, or on our website: 
www.ymcanyc.org/Bronx 

 

 

DOWNLOAD THE Y MOBILE APP! 
�� Search & Add Classes To Your Calendar 
�� Share on Facebook, Twitter, and Instagram 
�� Get Facility Status (Closings) 
�� Find Programs, Events, & Camp Info 
�� Register for lessons! 

GGET THE APP AT:  
ymcanyc.org/app           

YMCA of Greater New York 
Select : Bronx 

Bronx YMCA 
2 Castle Hill Avenue 

Bronx, NY 10473 
(212) 912-2490 
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BRIDAL FASHION
KLEINFELD BRIDAL SAMPLE STUDIO
123 West 20th Street, New York, NY 10011 
(2nd fl oor across from Kleinfeld Bridal) 
(917) 388-2341 
www.kleinfeldbridal.com/sample-studio

TUXEDOS
TUXEDO WORLD OF STATEN ISLAND
2791 Richmond Avenue, #6, 
Staten Island, NY 10314, (718) 698-4859 
www.tuxedoworldsi.com

CATERING & VENUES
ATLAS STEAKHOUSE
943 Coney Island Avenue 
off  18th Avenue, Brooklyn, NY
(646) 494-7227, www.AtlasSteak.com
BAY RIDGE MANOR
476 76th Street, Brooklyn
(718) 748-8855
www.bayridgemanor.com
CELEBRATE AT SNUG HARBOR
(718) 442-2700 
www.celebrate-snug.com  
events@celebrate-snug.com
EDIBLE ARRANGEMENTS
133-22 Springfi eld Blvd., (718) 528-3344
158-18 Cross Bay Blvd., (718) 848-3344
1357 Fulton Street, (718) 622-3344
1557 Ralph Avenue, (718) 451-3344
www.ediblearrangements.com/
stores/StoreLocator.aspx
GLEN TERRACE
5313 Avenue N, Brooklyn, (718) 252-4614
GRAND OAKS COUNTRY CLUB
200 Huguenot Avenue, Staten Island
(718) 356–2771, www.grandoaksnyc.com
GRAND PROSPECT HALL
263 Prospect Avenue, Brooklyn 
(718) 788-0777, www.grandprospecthall.com
HUNTERS STEAK HOUSE
9404 Fourth Avenue, Brooklyn, NY 11209 
(718) 238-8899
www.HuntersSteakhouse.com
IL FORNETTO
2902 Emmons Avenue in Brooklyn 
(718) 332-8494
www.ilFornettoRestaurant.com

MARBELLA RESTAURANT
220-33 Northern Boulevard 
Bayside, NY 11361, (718) 423-0100 
www.marbella-restaurant.com
PARADISE CATERING HALL
51 Avenue U, Brooklyn, NY 11223
(718) 372-4352 
www.theparadisecateringhall.com
THE PEARL ROOM
8518 - 3rd Avenue
Brooklyn, NY 11209
(718) 833-6666 
www.pearlroombklyn.com
SCHNITZEL HAUS
7319 5th Avenue, Bay Ridge, NY 11029
(718) 836-5600, www.schnitzelhausny.com
ROCCO’S TACOS
339 Adams Street, Brooklyn, NY 11201
(718) 246-8226, roccostacos.net 
SIRICO’S CATERERS
8015-23 13th Avenue, Brooklyn 
(718) 331-2900, www.siricoscaterers.net
SOTTO 13
5140 West 13th Street, New York, NY
(212) 647-1001, sotto13.com
TERRACE ON THE PARK
52-11 111 Street, Flushing, NY 11368 
(718) 592-5000
www.terraceonthepark.com
THE VANDERBILT AT SOUTH BEACH
300 Father Capodanno Boulevard 
Staten Island, NY
(718) 447-0800 
www.vanderbiltsouthbeach.com

ENTERTAINMENT
CIGARS
ND Cigars Inc. Aka La Casa Grande Cigars
2344 Arthur Avenue, Bronx, NY, 10458
(718) 364-4657,  lcgcigars.com

FAVORS & INVITATIONS
THE BRONX DESIGN GROUP
2914 Westchester Avenue
Bronx, NY 10461
(718) 409-9874, Ext. 106
danielles@bronxdesign.com
UNFORGETTABLE EVENTS
2049 Flatbush Avenue in Brooklyn, 
(718) 377-4535
FLORISTS
FLORAL FANTASY
3031 Quentin Road in Brooklyn, 
(718) 998-7060 or (800) 566–8380 
www.fl oralfantasyny.com
FLOWERS BY MASSENET
Jamaica, Queens, NY
(347) 724-7044, (718) 526-3725
HENRY’S FLORIST
8103 Fifth Avenue in Brooklyn 
(800) 543-6797 or (718) 238–3838 
www.henrysfl oristweddingevents.com

MARINE FLORIST AND DECORATORS
1995 Flatbush Avenue in Brooklyn 
(800) 447-6730 or (718) 338-3600
www.marinefl orists.com

LIMOUSINE SERVICES
MILA LIMOUSINE CORPORATION
(718) 232-8973, www.milalimo.com
ROMANTIQUE/DOUBLE DIAMOND LIMOUSINES
1421-86 Street, Brooklyn, NY, (718) 351-7273
2041-Hylan Boulevard, Staten Island 
(718) 351-7273, www.rddlimos.com
SOPHISTICATED LIMOUSINES
Serving the Tri state area & NJ, (866) 455-5466

PHOTOGRAPHY & VIDEO
FANTASY PHOTOGRAPHY
3031 Quentin Rd., Brooklyn NY,  (718) 998-0949
www.fantasyphotographyandvideo.com
NY PHOTO VIDEO GROUP
1040 Hempstead Tpke, Franklin Square, NY 11010 
(516) 352-3188 www.nyphotovideogroup.com
info@nyphotovideogroup.com
ONE FINE DAY PHOTOGRAPHERS
459 Pacifi c Street, Massapequa Park 
(516) 690–1320, 
www.onefi nedayphotographers.com

SALONS
PILO ARTS SALON
8412 3 Avenue, Brooklyn, NY 11209
(718) 748–7411, www.piloarts.com

SERVICES
COSMETIC & LASER CENTER OF BAY RIDGE
9921 4th Avenue, Brooklyn, NY 11209 
(718) 833-2793 or (718) 833-7616 
www.BayRidgeDerm.com
ELITE WEIGHT LOSS
1316 Kings Highway, Brooklyn, NY 11229
(917) 444-3043, EliteWeightLossNY.com
JOSEPH LICHTER, D.D.S.
1420 Avenue P in Brooklyn
(718) 339-7878,  www.josephlichterdds.co
OMNI DENTAL CARE
313 Kings Highway in Brooklyn
(718) 376-8656, www.omnidentalcare.com
THE VEIN CENTER OF THE VASCULAR INSTITUTE 
OF NY
Dr. Natalie Marks
960 - 50 Street, Brooklyn, NY 11219
(718) 438-0067, www.vascularnyc.com

WEDDING CAKES
WHIPPED PASTRY BOUTIQUE-WEDDING CAKES
(718) 858-8088
www.whippedpastryboutique.com

WEDDING EXPOS
BRIDAL AFFAIR
(718) 317–9701, www.bridalaff air.com

WEDDING INSURANCE
TRI-STATE INSURANCE BROKERAGE
610 Crescent Ave., Bronx 10458
277 Tarrytown Rd., White Plains 10602
(718) 618-7666, ww.tsinsbk.com

TO BE INCLUDED IN THIS DIRECTORY CALL (718) 260–8302
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Senator Jeff Klein honored several exemplary local African American leaders at his 23rd annual Black History Celebration on Saturday, February 24 at Villa Barone Manor. This 
year’s distinguished honorees included Bertha Lewis, The Black Institute president and founder; Michael Barnes, C.A.L.F. Industries founder; deputy inspector Benjamin Gurley, 43rd 
Precinct commanding offi cer; Stephanie Hill, community organizer and activist; Dr. Kenneth R. Hamilton, superintendent of the Mount Vernon City School District; Katherine Hamm, 
P.S. 107 principal; Larry Robinson, Community Board 2 Youth Services Committee chairman and Madge Leanna Holsey Shaw, community activist and educational advocate.

Senator Klein Honors Local African American Leaders

Honoree Bertha Lewis (3rd from r) received congratulations from (l-r) Councilman Mark 
Gjonaj, Nathalia Fernandez, Councilwoman Vanessa Gibson, Senator Klein and Assem-
blyman Luis Sepulveda. Photo by Aracelis Batista

Rabbi Keith Elijah Thompson (c) opened the event with prayer and the blowing of the 
Shofar. Photo by Aracelis Batista

Deputy inspector Gurley (c) was honored by Councilwoman Gibson and Assemblyman 
Sepulveda. Photo by Aracelis Batista

(front, l-r) Honorees Michael Barnes, Dr. Kenneth R. Hamilton, Bertha Lewis, Madge Leanna Holsey Shaw; Senator Klein; honorees deputy inspector Gurley and Larry Robinson 
(back, l); (back, 2nd from l-r) Councilwoman Gibson; honorees Stephanie Hill and Katherine Hamm with Assemblyman Sepulveda. Photo by Aracelis Batista

Senator Klein presented soon-to-be-honor-
ee Monique Johnson, Throggs Neck Houses 
Resident Council president, her invitation to 
the Senate’s 20th annual Women of Distinc-
tion Reception for Tuesday, May 1 in Albany. 
 Photo by Aracelis Batista

Senator Klein presented Bertha Lewis 
an award plaque in honor of her com-
munity service. 
 Photo by Aracelis Batista
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“This is the road to 
developing essential 
modes of thinking for 
life, learning, and the 
new economy,” Diaz ex-
plained. “Yes, we are 
encouraging lifelong 
study while also prepar-
ing students for the new 
workforce.”

He also addressed 
NYC Department of Edu-
cation’s  systemic prob-
lems.  

He pointed out over-
crowded classrooms 
and racial and socioeco-
nomic disparities in ed-
ucational opportunities, 
to name a few, while sug-
gesting that the DOE cap 
class size.

Diaz also discussed 
his affordable housing 
plan and the NYC Hous-
ing Authority crisis.

“We are doing away 
with the unfair imbal-
ance of the scales of jus-
tice,” said Diaz while 
explaining his ‘Right 
to Counsel’ legislation, 
a new law that gives all 
tenants access to attor-
neys in cases of evic-
tion. 

The borough presi-
dent also told the audi-
ence he called for state 
oversight of NYCHA af-
ter almost 60 elected of-
ficials in the city have 
pressured the depart-
ment to declare an emer-
gency.

“The new Mario 
Cuomo Bridge was con-
structed in a shorter 

time than it has taken 
NYCHA to replace the 
faulty boilers at the Pat-
terson Houses,” Diaz ex-
plained. 

The Patterson Houses, 
located in Mott Haven, 
have been undergo-
ing boiler repairs since 
2011. 

Towards the end of 
his speech, the borough 
president also gave a 
shout out to the first re-
sponders who helped 
with the Belmont fire 
and acknowledged PFC. 
Emmanuel Mensah, the 
soldier who lost his life 
while trying to rescue 
fellow neighbors from 
the burning building. 

“In times of crisis, the 
Bronx stands united,” 
said Diaz.

He also touched on 
many other Bronx-re-

lated topics: the Sheri-
dan Expressway conver-
sion into a boulevard, 
The need for “fair fares” 
in public transportation, 
mentioned his #NOT62 
health focused initiative 
and called for an end to 
cash bail.

While his speech 
received rounds of ap-
plause, and verbal sup-
port from the audience, 
his closing remarks 
were not just intended 
at Bronxites, but all New 
York City residents.

“Together, we will 
ensure our continued 
success and preserve all 
the freedoms that make 
New York City a beacon 
for the world,” he said. 
“The State of the Bronx 
is strong, and we will 
continue to lead the way 
for our great City.”

BP Diaz delivers 9th State 
of the Borough address

Former borough president Adolfo Carrion (l) met with Borough 
President Ruben Diaz, Jr. prior to Diaz delivering his State of the 
Borough Address. Photo by Miriam Quin

from Page 1

Call 718.260.2555
..to sell your car in our 
CLASSIFIED SECTIONS 
& get...Real Results!

BY PATRICK ROCCHIO
A local veterans orga-

nization is presenting a 
performance of a classical 
play and panel discussion to 
raise awareness about vet-
eran suicide. 

Samuel Young Ameri-
can Legion Post 620 in Pel-
ham Bay, in conjunction 
with Theater of War, will be 
presenting a reading from 
Sophocles’ Ajax, a play writ-
ten some 2,500 years ago 
that details the horrors of a 
suffering war hero who ulti-
mately takes his own life. 

The performance will 
take place at the post on 
Thursday, March 15, with 
doors opening at 6 p.m. and 
the presentation lasting 
from 7 to 9 p.m. 

The performance fea-
tures professional actors 
including Vietnam War vet-
eran and retired U.S. Ma-
rine John Doman playing 
the Trojan War hero, and 
Chinasa Ogbuagu and Alex 
Morf, who portray those 
who try, unsuccessfully, to 
help Ajax cope with the in-
visible wounds of war. 

The reading will be fol-
lowed by a discussion on the 
topic of veteran suicide with 
veterans, their families and 
a mental health professional 
in order to raise awareness 
of the issue, said Bryan Do-
erries of Theater of War, an 
organization that has made 
the same presentation to 400 
military groups through-
out the city and around the 
world. 

The event’s planner, lo-
cal veteran Joe Mondello, 
said statistics on veteran 
suicide show they occur at 
a rate of about 20 a day, and 
said that this event was de-
signed to be uplifting to vet-
erans while raising aware-
ness. 

“It is a tough issue but 
I think by at least talking 
about it and doing some-
thing like this is in the com-
munity, hopefully some-
body will respond to it,” 

said Mondello. “Sometimes 
just being aware of some-
thing can lead to positive 
results.” 

The American Legion is 
at the forefront of trying to 
prevent veteran suicide, he 
said, adding that sometimes 
veterans take their lives be-
cause of or in spite of strong 
medicine they are often pre-
scribed to help them deal 
with the pain from war-re-
lated injuries. 

“We hope to make a dif-
ference in someone’s life,” 
he said. 

Mondello said that he 
was fi rst introduced to the 
work of Theater of War 
through the borough presi-
dent’s offi ce as part of the 
Bronx Veterans Advisory 
Council. 

Doerries, who will facili-
tate the discussion among 
the audience members in 
addition directing the the-
atrical production, is a cur-
rent City Of New York Pub-
lic Artist in Residence, a 
two-year appointment. 

The readings from the 

classical play Ajax, a prod-
uct of the ‘Golden Age of 
Greece’ around the 5th cen-
tury B.C.E., is a free interac-
tive performance of relevant 
scenes from the play, and is 
one of 65 free performances 
that will be given in the city 
over two years. 

Goals are to help vet-
erans “open up, see that 
their struggles are age-
old, and work to connect 
them with regional and 
national resources.”

Many who see the per-
formance feel that even 
though the classical play 
is labeled a ‘tragedy,’ 
Sophocles, who was him-
self an Athenian general, 
wrote the play as a  morale 
booster, said Doerries.

In ancient Greece, it 
was performed for citizen-
soldiers who sometimes 
numbered in crowds of 
17,000, he said. 

The production and 
discussion will take place 
at the post, located at 1530 
Hutchinson River Park-
way. 

2,500 year-old performance 
to address veterans’ suicide

Actor John Doman, himself a veteran, will portray the Grecian 
wounded war hero Ajax during a ‘Theater of War’ production at the 
Samuel Young American Legion Post #620. Photo courtesy of Theater of 
War

The Bronx Times On-Line
Your world is 24/7... NOW so are we.
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TOP DRIVER DISTRACTIONS
ADVERTORIAL

Using mobile phones
Leading the list of the 

top distractions behind the 
wheel are mobile phones. 
Phones now do more than 
just place calls, and driv-
ers often cannot pull away 
from their phones, even 
when driving. According to 
the California Department 
of Motor Vehicles, studies 
have shown that driving 
performance is lowered 
and the level of distraction 
is higher for drivers who 
are heavily engaged in cell 

phone conversations. The 
use of a hands-free device 
does not lower distraction 
levels. The percentage of 
vehicle crashes and near-
crashes attributed to di-
aling is nearly identical 
to the number associated 
with talking or listening. 

Daydreaming
Many people will admit 

to daydreaming behind 
the wheel or looking at a 
person or object outside of 
the car  for too long. Per-

haps they’re checking out 
a house in a new neighbor-
hood or thought they saw 
someone they knew on the 
street corner. It can be easy 
to veer into the direction 
your eyes are focused, caus-
ing an accident. In addition 
to trying to stay focused on 
the road, some drivers pre-
fer the help of lane depar-
ture warning systems.

Eating
Those who haven’t quite 

mastered walking and 

chewing gum at the same 
time may want to avoid 
eating while driving. The 
majority of foods require a 
person’s hands to be taken 
off of the wheel and their 
eyes to be diverted from the 
road. Reaching in the back 
seat to share some French 
fries with the kids is also 
distracting. 

Try to eat meals before 
getting in the car. For 
those who must snack 
while en route, take a 
moment to pull over at 

a rest area and spend 10
minutes snacking there 
before resuming the
trip.

Reading
Glancing at an adver-

tisement, updating a Fa-
cebook status or reading
a book are all activities 
that should be avoided 
when driving. Even pour-
ing over a traffic map or 
consulting the digital 
display of a GPS system 
can be distracting.B
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