
BY SARAH VALENZUELA
The date has been set and the 

candidates picked for the 80th As-
sembly District and the 32nd Sen-
ate District special elections.

In the  80th AD, which encom-
passes parts of Morris Park, Al-
lerton, Gun Hill, Norwood and 
Pelham Gardens, the contest will 
determine Mark Gjonaj’s replace-
men. 

After fi ve years representing 
the 80th, Gjonaj was elected to 
the City Council’s 13th District 
in 2017 .

Vying to fi ll the vacancy are 
Nathalia Fernandez, who re-
ceived the Democratic Party’s 
nod last week, and Gene DeFran-
cis who is backed by the Republi-
can Party.

Fernandez was formerly a 
chief of staff for Assemblyman 
Gjonaj, and most recently the 
Bronx representative for Gover-
nor Andrew Cuomo.

According to Fernandez, a 
30-year-old Latina, her  career in 
politics and her expertise in the 
borough’s culture since she was a 
teenager, have all served as an in-
spiration for her interest in seek-
ing the state position.

“I’m running because I love 
this community and I know I can 
and will do what the community 
asks for,” said Fernandez.

Fernandez explained her cam-
paign platform is based on topics 
she already advocates for, citing 
education and supporting public 
schools, teachers and after school 
programs as one of her top priori-
ties, along with advocating for se-
niors and affordable housing.

DeFrancis, 37, who will ap-
pear next to her on the ballot, is 
actually an Independent, born 
and raised and currently still re-
siding in Allerton.

His background in civic and 

BY ALEX MITCHELL
Mott Haven would become 

home to some of New York’s worst 
if the mayor’s plan to phase out 
Rikers Island comes to fruition.  

The jail would be built at 320 
Concord Avenue, on the current 
grounds of an NYPD tow pound, 
formerly the site of Lincoln Hos-
pital. 

Just two blocks from P.S. 65 el-
ementary school. 

While Mayor de Blasio has had 
his sights set on the Bronx loca-
tion for some time, there wasn’t 
much communication with the 
borough’s leadership over the pro-
posal. 

“I was surprised to learn that 
the administration has already 
selected a site for a new jail in the 
Bronx. I hope that, going forward, 
this lack of outreach is not a har-
binger of the amount of commu-
nity input the people of my bor-
ough will have in this process,” 
said Borough President Ruben 
Diaz, Jr. 

“However, any new site for a 
jail in this borough must be thor-
oughly vetted, and the people of 
the Bronx must have a meaningful 
say in the selection of any future 
site, be it the one that has been 
proposed in Mott Haven or other 
appropriate sites that could host a 
new jail,” he added.

“It is simply disrespectful that 
a decision of this magnitude of 
proposing to open a new jail in 
the south Bronx was made behind 
closed doors, without engaging the 
broader Bronx community,” said 
Assemblyman Michael Blake. 

De Blasio stands with the cho-
sen site and has assured that con-
versations will take place with the 
Bronx stakeholders. 

“It is a very smart site in terms 
of its closeness to the courthouses. 
There is going to be a full com-
munity process, but let’s be clear, 
we’re going to talk to everyone, 
we’re going to listen to everyone, 
we’re going to try in every way 
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Arrested after going too far with alternate reality game

TORO TWINS 
BOMBED OUT

Bronx Cheer In Florida
The P.S. 89 Panthers had every reason to cheer as they proudly rep-
resented the Bronx at this year’s National High School Cheerleading 
Championship on Saturday, February 10 and Sunday, February 11 in Or-
lando, FL. P.S. 89 cheerleading squad displayed a trophy they earned at 
this year’s competition.  .Photo courtesy of Angelica Reyes

Bronx blindsided by mayor’s 
plan for Mott Haven jail

Candidates 
confi rmed 

for April 24’s 
specials

BY ALEX MITCHELL
It seems that the bomb-building 

Toro twins had taken an internet 
conspiracy game a little too far. 

When FBI and NYPD raided 
Christian and Tyler Toro’s Pelham 

Parkway apartment on Thursday, 
February 15, an index card was 
found that had ‘Under The Full 
Moon The Small Ones Will Know 
Terror,’ handwritten on it, in addi-
tion to their stockpile of explosives.

That phrase can be traced back 
to a cryptic message on the Twit-
ter of @ZEAUX_CXT from April 
2017 that was decrypted to the same 
phrase.

ZEAUX had appeared to be an 

agent of the dark web until Satur-
day, February 17, when its creator, 
came out saying it was only an al-
ternate game while subsequently 
terminating it. (See sidebar)
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The School of American Ballet

Beauty of Ballet
A performance featuring faculty member Katrina Killian and advanced students from the School of American Ballet

SUNDAY, MARCH 4, 2018, AT 2:00 PM

for ages 4 and above the

 in association with

presents

 These programs are supported, in part, by public funds from the New York City Department of Cultural Affairs in partnership with the City Council and 
Council Members Daniel Garodnick, Stephen Levin, and Helen Rosenthal, and by an award from the National Endowment for the Arts.

School of American Ballet is the official school of New York City Ballet | www.sab.org

 Photos by Rosalie O’Connor; Stars and Stripes choreography by George Balanchine © The George Balanchine Trust

Hostos Center for the Arts & Culture
 Repertory Theater at Hostos Community College

 450 Grand Concourse at 149th St., Bronx

 Pick up free tickets at box offi ce starting 
at 1 pm on the day of the show. 

Seating is fi rst come, fi rst served.

See excerpts from classical ballets and 
learn how talented young students train 

to become professional dancers!

A FREE 

family 

program!

BY ALEX MITCHELL
Father Robert John Aufi eri 

lived a life dedicated to God 
and all of his parishioners. 

Born October 13, 1948, he 
quietly passed away on Febru-
ary 16, 2018. 

While a dedicated priest in 
many parishes throughout his 
life, his fi nal years were spent 
at St. Clare’s of Assisi. 

“He put the church back to-
gether,” said Debra Ann Jaffee, 
director of the senior center at 
St. Clare’s. “He’s responsible 
for revitalizing our senior cen-
ter, we’re all heartbroken,” she 
added. 

Fr. Aufi eri was devoted to 
the seniors in his parishes dur-
ing his time. No matter what, 
he always made time for them, 
she opined.  

“Father was a spiritual and 
loving presence for the stu-
dents, he was my pastor but he 

was also my friend,” said The-
resa Bivona, principal of St. 
Clare’s School.

Bivona described the aca-
demic track he had put the 
school and how it was directly 
alligned with her own.

“He would always speak his 
mind, but he would do it gently. 
When he passed I told the chil-
dren that God needed his help 
in Heaven,” said Bivona.

Adults and children alike 
knew and appreciated his dry 
sense of humor as well.

Bivona attributed this spe-
cial trait as to why the two of 
them got along so greatly.

Dr. Mary Anne Vance at-
tended St. Lucy’s elementary 
school with Fr. Aufi eri as a 
child. 

“We knew in second grade 
he was going to be become a 
priest,” said Dr. Vance. “He 
helped everybody, he’d break 

up fi ghts, he always did the 
right thing,” she added.

Fr. Aufi eri was ordained at 
St. Joseph’s Seminary in Yon-
kers in late 1974. 

He also attended Cathedral 
College and later studied lit-
urgy as a graduate student at 
the University of Notre Dame.

“He was a father fi gure to 
me,” said Fr. Salvatore DeSte-
fano, pastor of St. Francis 
Xavier Parish. “Fr. Aufi eri was 
extremely devoted to all of his 
parishioners,” he added. 

When Fr. DeStefano’s father 
passed in 2012, Fr. Aufi eri be-
came a source of comfort and 
understanding. Doing the same 
for Dr. Vance when her mother 
passed in 2010.

“He reassured me, he helped 
me move on with my life,” said 
Dr. Vance. 

Dr. Vance had worked with 
Fr. Aufi eri’s sister Joan in 

Fordham Plaza for some time 
as well. He always spent holi-
days with Dr. Vance’s family.

Children loved Fr. Aufi eri 
as he did them, students of St. 
Clare’s were heartbroken when 
they heard the sad news of his 
sudden passing. 

“He made children want to 
be active and stay out of trou-
ble, he was so great with them,” 
said Jaffee.

Adults and children alike 
knew and appreciated his dry 
sense of humor as well.

The family will receive 
friends at St. Clare of Assisi 
Church on Friday, February 23 
from 2 to 4 p.m. and 5 to 7 p.m. 

The Mass of the Holy Eucha-
rist will be celebrated at 7 p.m. 
by Bishop Gerald Walsh.

Cardinal Timothy Dolan will 
celebrate the Mass of Christian 
Burial at 10 a.m. on Saturday, 
February 24. 

Interment will follow at Gate 
of Heaven Cemetery in Haw-
thorne, NY.

Fr. Aulfi eri was the son of 
the late Theresa E. Aufi eri and 
the late Vincent A. Aufi eri. Fr. 
Aufi eri is survived by his sis-
ter, Joan C. Tretta.

Also, he is survived by neph-
ews Joseph Tretta, Jr. and Nick 
Testa and nieces Marie Testa, 
Elisa Cannava and Cecille 
Greco.

Devout pastor, Father John 
Aufi eri, remembered fondly 

FATHER ROBERT JOHN AUFIERI
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“A Miracle In The Making!” - CBS TV
  One on One Tutoring for K–12th grade
  Below, At or Above Grade Level Students
  LD - ADD - ADHD - Dyslexia - Special Needs
  Your child will read better, faster with greater fluency and comprehension  

   advancing one year every 4–8 weeks
  Grades, confidence and self esteem will soar as they learn to love reading 

   and school
  Your 3, 4, & 5 year old will learn 15–30 words in the 1st session
  No contracts – Open 7 days a week
  FREE Consultation – 35 Years Certified Experience

ACHIEVE  
3 TO 6 YEARS OF  

READING IMPROVEMENT 
IN ONE YEAR!!!

Dicker Reading Method
75 Brook Street, Scarsdale | 914.472.0600 | www.DickerReading.com

CHILDREN AT OR 
BELOW GRADE 

LEVEL WILL BECOME 
THE BEST READERS 

IN THEIR CLASS

WATCH OUR VIDEOS TO LEARN MORE   www.DickerReading.com

SOLVE YOUR CHILD’S 
READING PROBLEM



community engagement, as 
well as commitment to his 
hometown and neighbors 
were the reasons he was 
persuaded to run.

De Francis is the 
founder and former presi-
dent of the Allerton Inter-
national Merchants Asso-
ciation and also served in 
the United States Navy for 
fi ve years.

“It’s not about politics, 
it’s about the community,” 
said DeFrancis, who said 
if elected, he hopes he can 
bridge the conversation 
between the two major 
parties in Albany to make 
community decisions top 
priority. “The answer isn’t 
government, it’s us.”

DeFrancis explained 
his agenda is prioritized 
in layers, the fi rst in edu-
cation and healthcare, like 
tackling the drug addiction 
epidemic and advocating 
for mental health. 

The second layer of his 
agenda is advocating for 
small businesses and vet-
erans affairs.

The 32nd Senate which 
encompasses Parkchester, 
Castle Hill, Soundview, 
West Farms, Morrisania, 
Melrose, Concourse Vil-
lage, Hunts Point, Long-
wood, Unionport, Crotona 
Park East and Bronx River, 

was formerly represented 
by now Councilman Ruben 
Diaz, Sr.

The vacancy is offi cially 
being chased by Democrat-
backed, Assemblyman Luis 
Sepúlveda and Republican-
backed, Patrick Delices.

Sepúlveda’s current 87th 
Assembly District, which 
covers Castle Hill, West 
Farms, Parkchester, Van 
Nest and Park Stratton, sits 
mostly within 32nd Senate 
District, and served as one 
of the reasons he decided 
to run for the senate seat, 
according to the assembly-
man, who has represented 
the area since 2012, hav-
ing been re-elected three 
times.

“Judge me on what I do 
for the community,” said 
Sepúlveda, who added he 
has never turned away any 
constituent, even if they 
are from outside the bor-
ough. “Anyone can tell you 
we’re one of the hardest 
working offi ces.”

Sepúlveda’s planned 
agenda will be based on 
his current agenda as an 
assemblyman, setting a 
huge priority on education 
for youth, criminal justice 
reform, and advocating 
for middle and working 
class families.

Also in the running for 
senate is Patrick Delices, 

a politician, activist, pub-
lic intellectual and col-
lege professor in the De-
partment of Africana and 
Puerto Rican/Latino Stud-
ies at Hunter College, who 
just last year ran for the 
17th City Council District.

Born and raised in the 
south Bronx, Delices said 
he is running for offi ce be-
cause he wants to see better 
representation and service 
for the people of the area he 
calls home.

“The Democratic Party 
has failed you,” said De-
lices, who mentioned his 
disapproval of the plans to 
build a prison in the south 
Bronx. “Stop settling for 
less.”

Delices explained he 
would tackle several issues 
simultaneaously. One of 
his top priorities, however, 
is economic empowerment 
of the south Bronx through 
job creation, job training 
and mentorship among 
other facets.

Other issues he would 
like to address are improv-
ing the school system, ad-
vocating for better public 
transit, and improving re-
lations between the com-
munity and law enforce-
ment.

The special election for 
these two seats will be held 
on Tuesday, April 24.
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Toro twins arrested after 
going too far with online game

(l-r) Nathalia Fernandez, Gene DeFrancis, Assemblyman Luis Sepúlveda and Patrick Delices. 
 Photos courtesy of the Fernandez, De Francis, Sepúlveda, and Delices campaigns

Candidates confi rmed for
April 24’s  special electionsChristian Toro                    

      Photos courtesy of Facebook

Tyler Toro

Since the passing of their 
grandmother in early Sep-
tember 2017, the Toros, of 
2121 Matthews Avenue, alleg-
edly became obsessed with 
conspiracy theories through 
‘rabbit holes’ on the internet. 

The brothers attended 
and graduated from Stony 
Brook University on Long Is-
land in 2012. 

Tyler studied econmics 
and Christian’s degree was 
in education.

Since 2013, Tyler had 
managed a Shake Shack un-
til being let go on January 3 
of this year for ‘unsatisfac-
tory performance.’

Christian was teaching at 
Harlem Prep High School.

The brothers were inter-
viewed by the FBI just days 
before their arrest regard-
ing a downloaded explosives 
manual found on Christian’s 
work computer at Harlem 
Prep.

Christian stopped going 
to work after a 15-year-old fe-
male student was arrested in 
connection to a bomb scare 
at the school last December. 

He formally resigned in 
January.

Christian was arrested 
on Wednesday, January 31 
for allegedly raping the same 

female student on two occa-
sions.

While investigating 
the rape, law enforcement 
learned from students that 
Christian had allegedly paid 
at least two students approxi-
mately $50 an hour to break 
apart fi reworks to extract 
their gunpowder.

Law enforcement also 
found a diary that had en-
tries of an operation with the 
code name ‘Flash.’

A cybercrime task force 
had also recovered hidden 
digital devices and media 
from the twins.

Terror charges have not 
been fi led yet against the 
brothers.

Christian has also been  
charged with one count of 
unlawfully manufacturing 
a destructive device and one 
count of distribution of ex-
plosive materials to a minor.

Tyler is charged with one 
count of unlawfully manu-
facturing a destructive de-
vice.

Authorities said the in-
vestigation is ongoing.

A motive has not been de-
termined, however offi cials 
communicated that there is 
no credible threat to NYC.

BY ALEX MITCHELL
The phrase ‘Under 

The Full Moon The 
Small Ones Will Know 
Terror,’ has a direct 
connection to the twit-
ter account @ZEAUX_
CXT. 

That Twitter, along 
with linked accounts 
were an ‘alternate real-
ity game’ (ARG) that the 

Toro Brothers were involved 
in Dark Web video play

Toro’s were likely playing. 
The game’s creator, 

who’s on Facebook as Äma 
Amon of Portland, OR, pub-
lished a detailed explana-
tion of the account on mul-
tiple platforms, including 
ZEAUX’s Twitter.

“I have no desire to 
waste the authorities’ 
time on what was essen-
tially an art project with 

the added intention of 
bringing attention to a 
truly lecherous internet 
fad,” said Amon.

Amon, also known 
as ‘PK’, titled the ARG 
as ‘PK17.’

PK17 coded clues to a 
series of historical con-
spiracies through a ran-

Continued on page 11
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SPRING SESSION          
REGISTRATION DATES:   
Registration for YMCA Members   
begins: SATURDAY, FEBRUARY 10 

Registration for NON-MEMBERS   
begins: SATURDAY, FEBRUARY 17 

The Spring Session runs from  
FEBRUARY 26 - APRIL 29, 2018  

Register at the Membership Desk, or on our website: 
www.ymcanyc.org/Bronx 

 

 

DOWNLOAD THE Y MOBILE APP! 
�� Search & Add Classes To Your Calendar 
�� Share on Facebook, Twitter, and Instagram 
�� Get Facility Status (Closings) 
�� Find Programs, Events, & Camp Info 
�� Register for lessons! 

GGET THE APP AT:  
ymcanyc.org/app           

YMCA of Greater New York 
Select : Bronx 

Bronx YMCA 
2 Castle Hill Avenue 

Bronx, NY 10473 
(212) 912-2490 
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POT of GOLD
Sherbee Antiques is a family-owned business that has been serving the tri-
state area for over 60 years. We buy from the full contents of homes and 
estates to single items. We specialize in high-end goods such as antiques, 
art, fine porcelain, lighting, bronzes and sculptures. We have particular 

interest in fine jewelry, timepieces, diamonds, gold and silver. 

If you call we will come to you, free of charge, and evaluate what you are selling. 
We know the value of your possessions and are willing to pay top dollar on the 
spot. Please feel free to call seven days a week for a free same day consultation.

You may be sitting on a large fortune. 
Call Sherbee Antiques. They’ll tell you how much.

CALL TODAY 917-748-7622 OR 718-762-7448 
You’ll be glad you did.

Sherbee Antiques
Est. 1940

Work begins on a four-year reconstruction project on the Unionport Bridge over Westchester Creek on 
or around Thursday, February 22. Community News Group / Patrick Rocchio

BY PATRICK ROCCHIO
A long-awaited infra-

structure project that will 
rebuild a vital link for mo-
torists is set to begin. 

The NYC Department 
of Transportation has an-
nounced the commence-
ment of a four-year project 
to rebuild the Unionport 
Bridge on Bruckner Bou-
levard that starts on or 
around Thursday, Febru-
ary 22. 

The fi rst change motor-
ists will see with the draw-
bridge replacement project 
will involve a partial re-
duction of travel lanes from 
two to one on the westbound 
roadway that allows traffi c 
to exit to Zerega Avenue. 

This change is expected 
to last about six months 
and is designed to allow for 
the creation of a work zone 
for the construction of the 
entire bridge, according to 
DOT. 

More delays can be ex-
pected as the work on the 
bridge replacement ramps 
up, according to several 
sources.  

Both community boards 
9 and 10 are in favor of re-
placing the bridge, which 
carries 60,000 vehicles per 
day. 

William Rivera, CB 9 
district manager, said that 
DOT has assigned a com-
munity liaison to which 

they will direct any con-
cerns regarding the proj-
ect, as well as hold public 
hearing to explain the proj-
ect’s various phases. 

“The bridge needs to be 
replaced,” said Rivera, but 
he stressed that there are 
still going to be community 
concerns. 

In the past, some capi-
tal projects in CB 9 have 
run over time, said Rivera, 
adding that the board is al-
ways  watchful about the 
traffi c snarls created by the 
lengthy reconstruction pe-
riod. 

“We do have concerns 
because it is a larger and 
longer project,” said Rivera. 
“And we have had smaller 
projects in the past that 
went over time and caused 
traffi c and parking issues; 
it is the nature of the beast, 
and we are ready for it.” 

Matt Cruz, CB 10 district 
manager, said as the project 
gets fully underway, there 
will be an adjustment pe-
riod as the number of travel 
lanes is reduced at times. 

At some point in the proj-
ect, the number of travel 
lanes on the existing bridge 
may be reduced from four 
to two lanes, one in each di-
rection, he said. 

“The thing that is go-
ing to cause the most short-
term pain is the adjustment 
period to the number of 

lanes, which I believe will 
dwindle to two.” 

Traffi c agents would be 
present to direct traffi c, 
and Cruz urged motorists 
to cooperate with them. 

Bob Bieder, a Zerega 
stakeholder and a longtime 
CB 10 member, said that the 
replacement project is long 
overdue.

“The bridge is in pretty 
bad shape underneath from 
the pictures they showed 
us, and the roadway is not 
good either,” he said, add-
ing that he believes that the 
city and community should 
look into the feasibility of 
building a second bridge 
over Westchester Creek at 
Lafayette Avenue. 

He said he expects the 
Home Depot on Bruckner 
Boulevard, the Zerega In-
dustrial Business Zone 
and business and residents 
on Brush Avenue to be im-
pacted by the construction. 

Dotti Poggi, a long-time 
Ferry Point community ac-
tivist said that much of the 
construction would be done 
at night, based on her un-
derstanding. 

The project’s community 
liaison, Michael Heller, can 
provide information about 
the reconstruction. 

He can be reached at 
(718) 314-7199 or newun-
ionportbridge2017@gmail.
com.

Unionport Bridge reconstruction 
starts Thursday, February 22
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BRIDAL FASHION
KLEINFELD BRIDAL SAMPLE STUDIO
123 West 20th Street, New York, NY 10011 
(2nd fl oor across from Kleinfeld Bridal) 
(917) 388-2341 
www.kleinfeldbridal.com/sample-studio

TUXEDOS
TUXEDO WORLD OF STATEN ISLAND
2791 Richmond Avenue, #6, 
Staten Island, NY 10314, (718) 698-4859 
www.tuxedoworldsi.com

CATERING & VENUES
ATLAS STEAKHOUSE
943 Coney Island Avenue 
off  18th Avenue, Brooklyn, NY
(646) 494-7227, www.AtlasSteak.com
BAY RIDGE MANOR
476 76th Street, Brooklyn
(718) 748-8855
www.bayridgemanor.com
CELEBRATE AT SNUG HARBOR
(718) 442-2700 
www.celebrate-snug.com  
events@celebrate-snug.com
EDIBLE ARRANGEMENTS
133-22 Springfi eld Blvd., (718) 528-3344
158-18 Cross Bay Blvd., (718) 848-3344
1357 Fulton Street, (718) 622-3344
1557 Ralph Avenue, (718) 451-3344
www.ediblearrangements.com/
stores/StoreLocator.aspx
GLEN TERRACE
5313 Avenue N, Brooklyn, (718) 252-4614
GRAND OAKS COUNTRY CLUB
200 Huguenot Avenue, Staten Island
(718) 356–2771, www.grandoaksnyc.com
GRAND PROSPECT HALL
263 Prospect Avenue, Brooklyn 
(718) 788-0777, www.grandprospecthall.com
HUNTERS STEAK HOUSE
9404 Fourth Avenue, Brooklyn, NY 11209 
(718) 238-8899
www.HuntersSteakhouse.com
IL FORNETTO
2902 Emmons Avenue in Brooklyn 
(718) 332-8494
www.ilFornettoRestaurant.com

MARBELLA RESTAURANT
220-33 Northern Boulevard 
Bayside, NY 11361, (718) 423-0100 
www.marbella-restaurant.com
PARADISE CATERING HALL
51 Avenue U, Brooklyn, NY 11223
(718) 372-4352 
www.theparadisecateringhall.com
THE PEARL ROOM
8518 - 3rd Avenue
Brooklyn, NY 11209
(718) 833-6666 
www.pearlroombklyn.com
SCHNITZEL HAUS
7319 5th Avenue, Bay Ridge, NY 11029
(718) 836-5600, www.schnitzelhausny.com
ROCCO’S TACOS
339 Adams Street, Brooklyn, NY 11201
(718) 246-8226, roccostacos.net 
SIRICO’S CATERERS
8015-23 13th Avenue, Brooklyn 
(718) 331-2900, www.siricoscaterers.net
SOTTO 13
5140 West 13th Street, New York, NY
(212) 647-1001, sotto13.com
TERRACE ON THE PARK
52-11 111 Street, Flushing, NY 11368 
(718) 592-5000
www.terraceonthepark.com
THE VANDERBILT AT SOUTH BEACH
300 Father Capodanno Boulevard 
Staten Island, NY
(718) 447-0800 
www.vanderbiltsouthbeach.com

ENTERTAINMENT
CIGARS
ND Cigars Inc. Aka La Casa Grande Cigars
2344 Arthur Avenue, Bronx, NY, 10458
(718) 364-4657,  lcgcigars.com

FAVORS & INVITATIONS
THE BRONX DESIGN GROUP
2914 Westchester Avenue
Bronx, NY 10461
(718) 409-9874, Ext. 106
danielles@bronxdesign.com
UNFORGETTABLE EVENTS
2049 Flatbush Avenue in Brooklyn, 
(718) 377-4535
FLORISTS
FLORAL FANTASY
3031 Quentin Road in Brooklyn, 
(718) 998-7060 or (800) 566–8380 
www.fl oralfantasyny.com
FLOWERS BY MASSENET
Jamaica, Queens, NY
(347) 724-7044, (718) 526-3725
HENRY’S FLORIST
8103 Fifth Avenue in Brooklyn 
(800) 543-6797 or (718) 238–3838 
www.henrysfl oristweddingevents.com

MARINE FLORIST AND DECORATORS
1995 Flatbush Avenue in Brooklyn 
(800) 447-6730 or (718) 338-3600
www.marinefl orists.com

LIMOUSINE SERVICES
MILA LIMOUSINE CORPORATION
(718) 232-8973, www.milalimo.com
ROMANTIQUE/DOUBLE DIAMOND LIMOUSINES
1421-86 Street, Brooklyn, NY, (718) 351-7273
2041-Hylan Boulevard, Staten Island 
(718) 351-7273, www.rddlimos.com
SOPHISTICATED LIMOUSINES
Serving the Tri state area & NJ, (866) 455-5466

PHOTOGRAPHY & VIDEO
FANTASY PHOTOGRAPHY
3031 Quentin Rd., Brooklyn NY,  (718) 998-0949
www.fantasyphotographyandvideo.com
NY PHOTO VIDEO GROUP
1040 Hempstead Tpke, Franklin Square, NY 11010 
(516) 352-3188 www.nyphotovideogroup.com
info@nyphotovideogroup.com
ONE FINE DAY PHOTOGRAPHERS
459 Pacifi c Street, Massapequa Park 
(516) 690–1320, 
www.onefi nedayphotographers.com

SALONS
PILO ARTS SALON
8412 3 Avenue, Brooklyn, NY 11209
(718) 748–7411, www.piloarts.com

SERVICES
COSMETIC & LASER CENTER OF BAY RIDGE
9921 4th Avenue, Brooklyn, NY 11209 
(718) 833-2793 or (718) 833-7616 
www.BayRidgeDerm.com
ELITE WEIGHT LOSS
1316 Kings Highway, Brooklyn, NY 11229
(917) 444-3043, EliteWeightLossNY.com
JOSEPH LICHTER, D.D.S.
1420 Avenue P in Brooklyn
(718) 339-7878,  www.josephlichterdds.co
OMNI DENTAL CARE
313 Kings Highway in Brooklyn
(718) 376-8656, www.omnidentalcare.com
THE VEIN CENTER OF THE VASCULAR INSTITUTE 
OF NY
Dr. Natalie Marks
960 - 50 Street, Brooklyn, NY 11219
(718) 438-0067, www.vascularnyc.com

WEDDING CAKES
WHIPPED PASTRY BOUTIQUE-WEDDING CAKES
(718) 858-8088
www.whippedpastryboutique.com

WEDDING EXPOS
BRIDAL AFFAIR
(718) 317–9701, www.bridalaff air.com

WEDDING INSURANCE
TRI-STATE INSURANCE BROKERAGE
610 Crescent Ave., Bronx 10458
277 Tarrytown Rd., White Plains 10602
(718) 618-7666, ww.tsinsbk.com

TO BE INCLUDED IN THIS DIRECTORY CALL (718) 260–8302
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BY SARAH VALENZUELA
After only one night of de-

liberation, Bronx Supreme 
Court Justice Robert Neary 
acquitted Sergeant Hugh 
Barry, 32, of the three crimi-
nal charges he faced in the 
shooting death of 66-year-
old Deborah Danner.

Sergeant Barry had for-
gone his right to trial by 
jury to have the case heard 
by a judge. 

On Thursday, February 
15, Justice Neary decided 
the evidence did not support 
the burden of proof needed 
to convict Barry for man-
slaughter, murder, and crim-
inally negligent homicide.

The burden of proof 
needed was to verify whether 
Barry’s use of deadly force 
was justifi ed, according to 
Justice Neary during the 
trial.

While Barry’s support-
ers and certainly Barry 
himself were pleased with 
the fi nal verdict, the family 
and friends of Deborah Dan-
ner don’t believe justice was 
served.

“We’re going to address 
the fact that NYPD and the 
city of New York had failed 
this community,” said the 
Danner family’s lawyer and 
spokesperson Ricardo Agu-
irre after the verdict was 
announced.

On Tuesday, October 18, 
2016, around 6 p.m. police 
responded to a 911 call at 
Danner’s residence on 930 
Pugsley Avenue of an emo-
tionally disturbed woman 
acting erratically.

When Sergeant Barry 
and fellow offi cers arrived 
to Danner’s 7th fl oor apart-
ment, the 66-year-old was in 
possession of a pair of scis-
sors which she threatened 
them with, according to 
NYPD reports.

At one point Barry was 
able to convince Danner to 
put the scissors down. 

Danner had a history of 
mental health issues being 
diagnosed with paranoid 
schizophrenia in her 20s, 
even publishing a book on 
her condition in 2012.

Danner then picked up 
a baseball bat from under a 
pillow in her bedroom and 
motioned she would swing 
at them by crouching into 
a batter’s stance, according 
to a demonstration by An-
drew Quinn, Barry’s attor-
ney, that he presented in the 
court room.

Barry, believing he was 
in imminent danger, then 
shot Danner twice in her 
torso in her apartment bed-
room.

It wasn’t the fi rst time 
police had been called to the 
senior’s apartment while she 
was having a schizophrenic 
episode.

Danner’s neighbors 

claimed that they had had 
numerous run ins with her 
over the years.

 “We are disappointed 
but we accept his decision,” 
said District Attorney Dar-
cel Clark in a statement on 
the not guilty verdict.

“The death of Debo-
rah Danner illustrates the 
larger issues of how we need 
changes in the way we ad-
dress people with mental 
health,” Clark continued.

Danner’s family and sup-
porters still question why 
Barry, who was armed with 
a taser, needed to use deadly 
force after already de-esca-
lating the situation with the 
scissors just moments ear-
lier.

“He was really put in an 
impossible situation,” said 
Quinn outside the court-
house after the verdict was 
handed down. “He doesn’t 
forget by any means that 
Danner lost her life, but he’s 
relieved he’s not looking at a 
prison sentence.”

Barry’s supporters are 
now calling on police com-
msioner James O’Neill to 
reinstate him.

“He was wronged all 
along,” said president of the 
Sergeants Benevolent Asso-
ciation, Ed Mullins, outside 
the courthouse after the 
verdict.

“The commissioner owes 
him an apology, the mayor 
owes him an apology, and so 
does the district attorney,” 
he continued

After the 2016 incident, 
many, including Commis-
sioner O’Neill, Mayor Bill 
de Blasio, and Borough 
President Ruben Diaz Jr 
quickly condemned Barry’s 
actions.

Commissioner O’Neill 
stripped Barry of his badge 
and gun and suspended 
him.

“We failed,” said O’Neill 
in 2016.

Police offi cer acquitted of 
all charges in Danner case

After the verdict, family and 
friends of 66-year old Deborah 
Danner, were inconsolable and 
seen hugging and praying. 
 Photo Courtesy of Deborah Danner’s 
Twitter Account

S SSHOP OUR CLASSIFIED 
PAGES EVERY WEEK AND 

SAVE MONEY

BY PATRICK ROCCHIO
A long-time business got 

its community’s stamp of 
approval for a renovation. 

McDonald’s Throggs 
Neck location, a fixture at 
the corner of Philip and 
East Tremont avenues 
since the 1970s, got Com-
munity Board 10’s unani-
mous approval on a plan to 
completely rebuild its res-
taurant at a public hearing 
on Thursday, February 15. 

The restaurant had 
come before the board to 
present an initial plan for 
reconstructing what is 
currently a 3,900 foot struc-
ture on East Tremont Ave-
nue in June 2017 as part of 
a Board of Standards and 
Appeals zoning variance 
application. 

After receiving CB 10’s 
feedback, the owner/op-
erator, Sam DeLuca, Jr., 
who is looking to upgrade 
the restaurant as part of 
an overall plan by McDon-
ald’s Corporation to mod-
ernize many restaurants, 
took that input and altered 
the design.

“For several months we 
have been working with 
the community board on 
plans to modernize our 
McDonald’s restaurant,” 
said DeLuca. “Based on 

community feedback, we 
revised our plan, includ-
ing the configuration of 
the drive-thru, in order to 
best serve both our guests 
and the community.” 

The plan provides for 
an elongated driveway 
that could provide enough 
space for those using the 
drive thru , centers the res-
taurant towards the middle 
of the property, includes 
a dozen parking spaces in 
a parking lot that will be 
separated from the drive 
thru, which will now offer 
two menu boards to facili-
tate ordering. 

The existing restau-
rant structure will be com-
pletely rebuilt. The project 
is expected to take about 
eight months, according to 
a presentation at the public 
hearing. 

“Once the moderniza-
tion project is complete, 
the new restaurant will 
deliver an enhanced guest 
experience with new lev-
els of choice and service, 
including new ways of or-
dering with digital kiosks 
and meals delivered to 
tables by crew members,” 
said DeLuca. “We thank 
the community board for 
their approval and we look 
forward to sharing the new 

McDonald’s experience 
with our guests.”

Matt Cruz, CB 10 dis-
trict manager, said that 
it was the third time that 
the board had met with 
the owner/operator’s rep-
resentatives, and that the 
members were comfortable 
with the final drawings. 

“We tried to impress 
upon them that we wanted 
(drive thru) vehicles to fit 
as much as possible onto 
the lot itself,” said Cruz. 
“The board members had 
some familiarity with 
it…and McDonald’s was 
very helpful in getting us 
so much information, at-
tending our meetings and 
responding to our ques-
tions.” 

With 70 percent of the 
restaurant’s business at 
the drive thru, according 
to the presentation, elimi-
nating traffic spill onto 
Philip Avenue was crucial 
to the board, indicated 
board members. 

Bob Jaen, Throggs Neck 
Merchants Association 
president, said he believes 
the plan will make busi-
ness easier for McDonalds 
and improve traffic flow, 
while the more modern 
look of the building will be 
a community asset. 

CB 10 approves Throggs Neck 
McDonald’s fi nal rebuild plan

Cars are pictured here at the drive-thru outside of McDonalds at 3660 E. Tremont Avenue on Philip 
Avenue. Community News Group / Patrick Rocchio



BY PATRICK ROCCHIO
A local Catholic high school 

is taking a proactive approach 
to teaching their students 
about responsibly in the social 
media age. 

Fordham Preparatory 
School has formed a partner-
ship with Common Sense Me-
dia, an effort that develops 
digital literacy and cyber citi-
zenship programs for educa-
tors, parents and school com-
munities. 

The boys’ high school is 
planning to launch the pro-
gram based on Common 
Sense’s K-12 Digital Citizen-
ship Curriculum, which in-
cludes turn-key webinars, vid-
eos and lesson plans. 

The launch is currently 
scheduled for a parents meet-
ing on Tuesday, April 17, and 
parents from Bronx Catholic 
schools and the region’s Jesuit 
high schools may be invited as 
well to discuss promoting re-

sponsible use of social media, 
said Fr. Christopher Devron, 
Fordham Preparatory School 
president, who agreed to speak 
to the Bronx Times to answer 
background questions on the 
school’s initiative. 

“I think it is all about how 
do we raise awareness among 
students that what they put 
out there on the Internet or 
on any kind of communica-
tion has implications on how 
they are perceived, and those 
implications are long-lasting,” 
said Devron. 

The school’s president said 
that whether they want to or 
not, students are creating pro-
files of themselves on social 
media affecting how they are 
perceived, which can impact 
college and employment op-
tions. 

A parent at school, who also 
offered to provide funding if 
necessary to get the project off 
the ground, suggested a part-

nership with Common Sense 
Media (part of a larger organi-
zation called Common Sense), 
said Devron. 

The high school’s proac-
tive initiative is being headed-
up by the school’s director of 
educational technology, and 
includes curriculum and re-
sources for teachers, said its 
president. 

Devron said inviting par-
ents from counterpart Catho-
lic and Jesuit schools fulfills 
the school’s mission of ser-
vice. 

Kelly Mendoza of Common 
Sense said Fordham Prepa-
ratory should be commended 
because they are involving all 
key stakeholders in their proj-
ect: parents, teachers and stu-
dents. 

“We call that a ‘whole com-
munity’ approach,” she said. 
“It takes a village’ to raise a 
digital citizen.” 

The focus is not just on dig-

ital safety, but also on avoid-
ing cyber bullying and ‘digital 
drama,’ she said. 

The organization has seen 
time and again how students 
can have scholarships taken 
away or have other negative 
outcomes because of improper 
online activity.  

The idea that young people 
need to use social media re-
sponsibly, at Fordham Prepa-
ratory and everywhere, was 
driven home by an e-mail sent 
to a distribution list of stu-
dents at the school from one 
of their peers that caused con-
cern on Friday, February 16, 
according to well-informed 
sources.

A student e-mailed a meme 
widely circulated on the inter-
net called “trust nobody, not 
even yourself” that contained 
an image of a teenager holding 
a gun to his identical image, a 
source said. 

The administration re-

ferred the matter, and it didn’t 
result in any criminal charges, 
according to sources. 

Devron said educators often 
see an uptick in issues just be-
fore a school break. February 
16 was the last day of class be-
fore a weeklong winter recess. 

The incident did not disrupt 
the school day. 
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BY ALEX MITCHELL
YMCA’s second Bronx outpost, 

set for the north Bronx, will see 
shovels in the ground very soon. 

The proposed 50,000 square-
foot facility would serve as a valu-
able resource to the Edenwald 
neighborhood, while offering a 
place for families to enjoy rec-
reational activities, as well as a 
number of programs to empower 
youth. 

The facility will include two 
swimming pools and a full-sized 
basketball court. 

“This request goes back 20 
years. It’s been number one on our 
list,” said Community Board 12 
district manager George Torres. 
“Community leaders want to see 
this come to fruition,” he added.

The construction of a recre-
ation center for Edenwald has 
been a strong ‘want’ for residents 
and elected offi cials for some 
time. Support from Albany has 
propelled the project forward. 

“This YMCA community cen-
ter has long been a dream for so 
many, and moving into the pub-
lic approval process means it is 
one step closer to becoming a re-
ality and making a difference in 
the lives of thousands of families 

here in the Bronx. I have long 
maintained that this center is 
an investment in the future of 
our community – a sustainable 
and meaningful one that will 
empower our youth and instill 
a sense of pride,” said Assembly 
Speaker Carl Heastie.

The center, located at 1250 E. 
229th Street, will also provide 
childcare, afterschool and sum-
mer camp, classes to improve 
health and wellness, and activi-
ties to strengthen the community, 
including senior adult programs 
and civic classes for new Ameri-
cans.

“This YMCA center will bring 
together people of all ages and 
backgrounds, from kids in day 
camps to seniors seeking well-
ness programs to new Americans 
looking to participate in civics 
classes,” Heastie added.

The Edenwald YMCA will cre-
ate 100 new permanent jobs that 
pay a living wage, as well as 101 
temporary construction jobs. 
If approved it would be built in 
close proximity to the Edenwald 
Houses.

“For more than 40 years, we’ve 
been trying to establish a recre-
ational center of this magnitude. 

Our district is one of the few dis-
tricts without one,” said Council-
man Andy King.

“It will serve thousands of res-
idents in the 12th Council District 
as well as create jobs and eventu-
ally bring much needed activity 
and meeting space in our commu-
nity,” he added.

The proposed YMCA will be 
voted on by CB 12 this Thursday, 

February 22, following a public 
hearing. 

So far, the proposal has re-
ceived near-unanimous praise.

“I am very hopeful this will be 
supported, we want to get shovels 
in the ground as soon as possible,” 
said Torres.

“The YMCA is here for all 
New Yorkers, to empower youth, 
improve health, and strengthen 

community,” said Sharon Green-
berger, president and CEO of the 
YMCA of Greater New York. 

“We are so excited about this 
next step in the process.  We look 
forward to working hand in hand 
with the Edenwald community to 
bring our mission to life in this 
new Y, and helping more people 
in the Bronx learn, grow, and 
thrive,” she added.

CB 12’s full board to vote on proposed Edenwald YMCA

Artist’s rendition of Edenwald’s proposed YMCA. Courtesy of YMCA

Fr. Christopher Devron, Fordham 
Preparatory School president, spoke 
about the school’s partnership with 
Common Sense Media, which may help 
students learn to use and leverage so-
cial media in a responsible way. Photo 
courtesy of Fordham Prep

Fordham Prep admin promotes 
responsiblity in social media





possible address commu-
nity needs and address 
other benefi ts that commu-
nities need” said the mayor.

“I know that a conver-
sation does have to hap-
pen, and I apologize to the 
borough president in the 
Bronx. We have to do a bet-
ter job at keeping him in 
the loop and the local com-
munity boards,” said City 
Council Speaker Corey 
Johnson.

Concord Avenue’s sur-
rounding area is a mix of 
residential buildings and 
auto body shops for the 
most part. 

There are apartment 

buildings and row houses 
that would face the prison 
directly if built. 

Existing jails in Queens 
and Brooklyn would house 
some of the 9,000 inmates 
currently on Rikers Island. 

The city’s plan would 
split the inmate population 
throughout four different 
sites, while attempting to 
reduce the prison popula-
tion numbers to only 5,000, 
by releasing non-violent of-
fenders.

The mayor admitted 
that the inmate population 
would have to drop to 5,000 
for his new proposal to be 
workable.

De blasio’s plan was an-

nounced just after the bru-
tal inmate assault on NYC 
Department of Corrections 
offi cer Jean Roston Souf-
frant, leaving him with a 
fractured spine and other 
injuries. 

Since de Blasio took of-
fi ce, over 2,000 corrections 
offi cers have been assaulted 
inmates, according to sta-
tistics.

Something that de Bla-
sio, Diaz and Blake are all 
in agreement with is the 
need for criminal justice 
and corrections reform. 

No timetable has been 
established for the proposal 
yet. A new site for the police 
pound was not identifi ed.
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from Page 1

Bronx blindsided by mayor’s 
plan for Mott Haven jail

The NYPD Tow Pound in Mott Haven that would be converted to a jail. 
 Community News Group/ Alex Mitchell

BY ROBERT WIRSING
City Island brothers are 

pressuring the city to re-
pair Shore Road following a 
recent accident.

James and Thomas 
Breen recorded running 
water and icy road condi-
tions on Shore Road at the  
northernest roadway curve 
just south of the Westchester 
County line.

In the video posted on 
their Shore Road Facebook 
page, motorists driving 
southbound on Shore Road 
veer into the northbound 
lane to avoid standing wa-
ter, slush and ice accumu-
lating in their lane.

They posted a similar 
video on Vimeo.

Both videos received 
5,000 views and have been 
shared by various Face-
book groups.

Residing just north of 
the city, the Breens use 
Shore Road daily when vis-
iting their parents on the 
island.

They have observed wa-
ter fl owing across its pedes-
trian and bike paths and 
the roadway with some of it 
hardening into ice before it 
reaches the nearby bay. 

“I’ve seen (drivers) cross 
over the yellow line or stop 
(short) just as they see the 
water and almost get (rear-
ended),” shared James.

City Island resident 
Charles Boudreau was in-
volved in an ice-related ac-
cident on Shore Road on 

Monday, February 5 at 5:10 
p.m.

According to Boudreau, 
he was traveling behind 
another car on the fl ooded 
portion of the road when a 
coyote darted out in front of 
the fi rst driver.

That driver slammed on 
his brakes to avoid striking 
the animal.

Boudreau, who was trav-
elling at the speed limit and 
wearing a seat belt, had 
plenty of time to stop, but 
lost control of his truck on 
the slick roadway.  

His truck spun out and 
fl ipped onto its side, fortu-
nately missing the motorist 
and the coyote.

Boudreau, who uses 
Shore Road for his daily 
work commute to New Ro-
chelle and Rye, was not 
harmed, but his truck was 
totaled.

“Every time it rains or 
snows, that part of the road 
is always fl ooded and it 
doesn’t help that the (drain-
age) pipe leading out to the 
bay is clogged most of the 
time,” he said. “I just want 
to see them fi x this road be-
cause one day someone is 
going to get killed there.”

After sending the video 
to the Bronx NYC Depart-
ment of Transportation 
Commissioner Nivardo Lo-
pez, Thomas was told by 
the agency that it would 
monitor the situation.

On Monday, February 
12 when the temperature 

was below freezing the city 
salted the roadway, but 
Thomas said the effort only 
prevented some of the ice 
from forming.

According to Thomas, 
Lopez explained that “the 
city has hired a consult-
ing design fi rm to develop 
design and cost out the re-
pairs to Shore Road.”

“Due to lack of sewer in-
frastructure the only way 
to mitigate the fl ood is with 
a capital project,” Thomas 
said he was told.

The Breens asked Lo-
pez if Shore Road’s renova-
tion will make this year’s 
budget, but were told DOT 
does not yet have the plan 
or price established.

A NYC Parks spokes-
woman said Parks has ex-
perienced ongoing issues 
with water pooling at the 
aforementioned location 
which happens because wa-
ter naturally fl ows in Pel-
ham Bay Park from the up-
land areas on the west side 
of Shore Road out to the la-
goon in the east.

Parks and NYC Depart-
ment of Design and Con-
struction are currently con-
ducting a study to identify a 
permanent solution.

Meanwhile, Parks staff 
have been assigned to clean 
out the culverts to alleviate 
as much roadway fl ooding 
as possible.

To view the Breens’ 
video, visit www.vimeo.
com/255128681.

Amateur fi lmmakers expose 
dangerous roadway fl ooding

Icy road conditions were caused by water fl owing across Shore Road. Photo by Thomas Breen

dom scrambling of letter 
sequences, inverted colors, 
symbols, cryptic videos and 
handwritten notes which 
took players from platform 
to platform in an effort to 
‘win the game.’

Essentially, it was a 
playable version of ‘The 
Da Vinci Code,’ only much, 
much darker.

Toro Brothers were involved 
in Dark Web video play

From page 4 Themes of the ARG 
were: serial killers, the 
Finder’s Cult, child abuse, 
torture, cannibalism, wor-
ship of the Roman god 
Saturn, coding, MK-Ultra 
government mind control 
and other conspiracy theo-
ries.

“I used true crime, psy-
chological horror for atmo-
sphere and ciphers which 
worked as breadcrumbs to 

lead people to the various 
topics covered in the ARG,” 
said Amon.

“In the age of social me-
dia it’s not enough to sim-
ply post links. You have to 
metaphorically grab some-
one by the shirt,” Amon 
added.

Other phrases associ-
ated with the game were 
recovered in the Toro’s ap-
partment or posted online.
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TOP DRIVER DISTRACTIONS
ADVERTORIAL

Using mobile phones
Leading the list of the 

top distractions behind the 
wheel are mobile phones. 
Phones now do more than 
just place calls, and driv-
ers often cannot pull away 
from their phones, even 
when driving. According to 
the California Department 
of Motor Vehicles, studies 
have shown that driving 
performance is lowered 
and the level of distraction 
is higher for drivers who 
are heavily engaged in cell 

phone conversations. The 
use of a hands-free device 
does not lower distraction 
levels. The percentage of 
vehicle crashes and near-
crashes attributed to di-
aling is nearly identical 
to the number associated 
with talking or listening. 

Daydreaming
Many people will admit 

to daydreaming behind 
the wheel or looking at a 
person or object outside of 
the car  for too long. Per-

haps they’re checking out 
a house in a new neighbor-
hood or thought they saw 
someone they knew on the 
street corner. It can be easy 
to veer into the direction 
your eyes are focused, caus-
ing an accident. In addition 
to trying to stay focused on 
the road, some drivers pre-
fer the help of lane depar-
ture warning systems.

Eating
Those who haven’t quite 

mastered walking and 

chewing gum at the same 
time may want to avoid 
eating while driving. The 
majority of foods require a 
person’s hands to be taken 
off of the wheel and their 
eyes to be diverted from the 
road. Reaching in the back 
seat to share some French 
fries with the kids is also 
distracting. 

Try to eat meals before 
getting in the car. For 
those who must snack 
while en route, take a 
moment to pull over at 

a rest area and spend 10
minutes snacking there 
before resuming the
trip.

Reading
Glancing at an adver-

tisement, updating a Fa-
cebook status or reading
a book are all activities 
that should be avoided 
when driving. Even pour-
ing over a traffic map or 
consulting the digital 
display of a GPS system 
can be distracting.
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