
BY ALEX MITCHELL
Queens Narcotics Major Case 

Squad recovered close to $10 mil-
lion worth of the highly addictive 
fentanyl, cloaked in packaged fi sh, 
from a car they were trailing, out-
side Parkchester, during the night 
of Thursday, February 1. 

Fentanyl is an illicitly pro-
duced synthetic opioid that is up 
to 50 times stronger than heroin. 

NYPD arrested Johnny De Los 
Santos Martinez after the drugs 

were found concealed in his 2017 
white Acura MDX. 

He’s being charged with two 
counts of criminal possession of a 
controlled substance.

The bust took place near the 
intersection of Leland Avenue and 
Archer Street at around 7 p.m. 

Two boxes were recovered by 
police, both containing Styrofoam 
coolers, with the larger cooler 
containing fi sh wrapped around 

BY ALEX MITCHELL
A man was gunned down while 

sitting in his car on Hone Avenue 
in Morris Park on Monday, Feb-
ruay 5. 

He has been identifi ed as 
45-year-old George Carrasquillo, 
who had just moved to Morris 
Park, but previously lived in 
Hunts Point. 

The shooting occurred a short 
distance beyond St. Clare of Assisi 
School property.

Captain Thomas Alps of the 
49th Precinct is leading the mur-
der investigation. 

“We arrived on the scene to 
calls of a male possibly shot, he was 
pronounced dead on the scene,” 
said Alps. “There is no suspect in 
custody right now,” he added. 

The gun used was a 40-caliber 
pistol and Carrasquillo was shot at 
least six times. 

It appears that the shooter was 
waiting for the victim, whom was 
sitting in a grey 2017 Ford Ex-
plorer. 

Carrasquillo was pronounced 
dead at about 5:30 a.m.  

The shooting was described as 
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$10 million worth of 
lethal drugs confi scated

Brighter Smiles At St. Theresa’s

NYPD FISHES 
FOR FENTANYL

Opposed 
shelter 

moved to 
FEGS site

St. Theresa School students enjoyed learning about dental hygiene 
and having their teeth checked during a recent visit by the NYU Dental 
Outreach. (Above) A student had her teeth examined by a NYU Dental 
Outreach dentist.      Photo courtesy of St. Theresa School

Man gunned down on 
quiet Morris Park street

BY SARAH VALENZUELA
On Wednesday, February 6, 

Community Board 7 chair, Ada-
line Walker-Santiago, received 
offi cial notice that the proposed 
location of an all male homeless 
shelter has changed.

In a sign of relief for the com-
munity, she was informed by the 
NYC Department of Homeless 
Services that the shelter, which 
was initially planned for a loca-
tion across the street from P.S./
M.S.20 and a park, would now be 
constructed in a more appropiate 
location.

“I think they heard our out-
cry,” said Walker-Santiago, who 
was one of the community mem-
bers at the September 19 rally pro-
testing the initial location of the 
shelter at the former Sam’s Carpet 
on Webster Avenue. 

“I think the Bronx is doing its 
share to help the homeless and we 
know there’s a crisis, but we also 
want to be sure (the shelter) is not 
directly across the street from a 
school.”

The major concern about the 
Webster Avenue location was its 
close proximity to children. Shel-
ter residents are transient, so it’s 
diffi cult to know if someone from 
the shelter is a registered sex of-
fender.

Acknowledging the borough 
and citywide housing crisis, CB 7 
proposed an alternative location 
to the DHS. 

The all-male shelter is cur-
rently being placed at the former 
FEGS Bronx Mental Health Cen-
ter at 3600 Jerome Avenue. 

“Because homeless New York-
ers come from every community 
across the fi ve boroughs, we need 
every community to come together 



BY PATRICK ROCCHIO
A waterfront location on 

City Island that’s been home 
to some great restaurants over 
the years has a new tenant. 

VISTAMAR, run by the 
family that already has made 
a success of the Caridad & 
Louie’s restaurants, recently 
opened a Latin-themed eatery 
at the site of longtime restau-
rant successes like Anna’s 
Harbor and The Lighthouse. 

Most recently, the restau-
rant that is situated at 565 City 
Island Avenue and has pan-
oramic views of Eastchester 
Bay, was Don Coqui on the 
Water. 

VISTAMAR will special-
ize in dishes like churrasco, 
pernil, seafood paella and 
many other sea fare dishes, 
in keeping with the nautical 
views, said Justine Barreiro, 
part of the ownership team. 

Barreiro said that VIS-
TAMAR, which includes two 
event rooms, a main dining 
area, lounge and VISTAMAR 
Express for take out, prom-
ises to offer “amazing Latin 
food with lots of seafood infl u-
ence.”

“Food is the foundation 
of any restaurant,” she said. 
“For us, it is very important 
that you are able to taste 
amazing food.” 

The menu also offers other 

steak, meat, chicken and pasta 
dishes, and the chef is accom-
modating.  

Barreiro’s mother Mer-
cedes Guzman, emigrated 
from the Dominican Repub-
lic when she was 21-years-old, 
and owned her fi rst restaurant 
called Silvia’s at East 167th 
Street and Morris Avenue in 
Melrose in 1995.   

Guzman met her husband 
Renato Rios while working 
in the business, and the pair 
eventually opened more res-
taurants, including Caridad 
& Louie’s in Pelham Gardens 
in 2008, along with two other 
locations in Yonkers and New 
Rochelle. 

“Our other restaurants 
are very different from VIS-
TAMAR and we saw this as a 
great opportunity to expand 
what we currently own and 
what we currently know,” 
said Barreiro. 

One of the keys to the kind 
of experience patrons can ex-
pect at VISTAMAR is the per-
sonal touch that comes with a 
family run establishment. 

“Everything is family 
owned, and there is always 
someone from our family at 
the restaurants,” said Bar-
reiro. “We are very hands 
on.” 

The VISTAMAR family 
would like the customers to 

feel at home the minute they 
walk in the door.

“For us the customer is al-
ways right, so we are going to 
bend over backwards to make 
sure they have a great experi-
ence here,” she said. 

Her family was drawn to 
the location’s gorgeous water 
view, which Barreiro said that 
she personally enjoyed since 
they took over the establish-
ment shortly after the start of 
the new year. 

The views are particularly 
breathtaking at sunset, said 
Barreiro, adding that she quit 
her job in the corporate world 
to help make VISTAMAR a 
success and believes that her 
family’s experience as restau-
rateurs will be important in 
that success. 

She believes that the 12,000 
square foot establishment, ac-
commodating 400 patrons, is 
the perfect place for a date, 
dining alone or family events. 

VISTAMAR is commit-
ted to working with the City 
Island community to be good 
neighbors, she said. 

The eatery is featured at 
yelp.com and opentable.com, 
as well as on Google and at 
their own website: vistamar-
cityisland.com.

The restaurant plans to 
use UberEats delivery ser-
vice, stated Barreiro. 
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VISTAMAR offers a full bar and several dinning in or take out options. 
 Community News Group / Patrick Rocchio

Latin-themed City Island waterside 
restaurant offers top-quality cuisine

BY SARAH VALENZUELA
Though their memo-

ries have faded a bit, the 
love this couple shares 
has stood true.

Luis and Fanny Collazo 
both wear smiles larger 
than life. 

The joy they share be-
ing in each others com-
pany is undeniable.

The Collazo’s met in 
Ponce, Puerto Rico shortly 
after the end of World War 
II.

Luis, was returning 
home after being stationed 
in Panama and Ecuador, 
when he met Fanny who 
was still a teenager.

They both knew it was 
love at fi rst sight.

Luis courted Fanny for 
about a year and half un-
til they were married in 
Puerto Rico in 1950.

Sixty-eight years later, 
the Collazo’s are as insep-
arable today as they were 
the fi rst day they met.

“We’ve always been the 
same,” said Fanny, who 
is now 88-years-old. “He’s 
the same Luis I fi rst met.”

Now 94-years-old, Luis 
walks at a slower pace and 
can not speak as loudly as 
he used to, but still gleams 
with delight at every move 
Fanny makes.

The two moved to the 
south Bronx from their 

home in Puerto Rico in 
1952 with their year-old 
son, Luis Jr.

Luis worked as a book 
binder in Manhattan and 
Fanny worked as a seam-
stress and owned her own 
business.

But at the turn of the 
century, Fanny was diag-
nosed with dementia, a 
type of memory loss often 
associated with old age. 

Luis Jr, now 66-years-
old, had moved to Florida 
the year before but their 
granddaughter, Christal 
Collazo, 38, still resided in 
the borough.

The couple lived alone. 
Their son and grand-
daughter visited as much 
as they could, but in 2014, 
Luis also started showing 
signs of dementia.

One day, Luis left their 
home to run errands and 
couldn’t remember how to 
get back. 

Lost for hours, a good 
Samaritan found Mr. Col-
lazo on his knees and 
called an ambulance to 
take him to the hospital.

Afterwards, their son 
moved them into Bronx 
Center for Rehabilitation 
and Healthcare, where 
they still reside.

Although they sleep in 
separate beds now, they 
will still blow goodnight 

kisses to one another 
before going to sleep at 
night.

“He’s always been good 
to me,” Fanny said.

Fanny and Luis repeat 
themselves often, confus-
ing the past and the pres-
ent, but one thing they 
remember is always work-
ing together.

“We’ve never had bad 
fi ghts,” remarked Fanny, 
who has tried to impart 
the secret of her own mar-
ital bliss to her son, advis-
ing him to be patient with 
his signifi cant other.

Along with their strong 
connection the Collazo’s 
also attribute their long 
lasting happiness to their 
fondness of dancing, a 
hobby those close to the 
couple frequently cited as 
the pair’s most noticible 
attribute.

“They danced all their 
lives, I grew up with them 
dancing in the house, es-
pecially when they went 
to parties or hosted family 
gatherings,” said Luis Jr.

The couple has won 
many dance competitions 
at local clubs in the bor-
ough over the years.

To this day, whenever 
the opportunity presents 
itself, you will still fi nd 
them dancing arm in 
arm.

Bronx couple shares secret 
to lengthy, loving marriage

(Photo left) Fanny Collazo (l) and Luis Collazo on their wedding day in Puerto Rico.  (Photo Right) Fanny 
(l) with Luis Collazo in February 2018 outside their room at Bronx Center. 
 (Photo left) Courtesy of Centers Health Care (Photo right) Community News Group/Sarah Valenzuel
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Wine & Liquor Superstore
815 Hutchinson River 

Parkway, 
Bronx, NY 10465

718-684-1481
GREAT EVERYDAY DEALS UNDER $50 

* All these prices must be cash or debit. No mix & match on sale items. We will match printed prices from other NYC liquor stores. Prices valid only with flyer.
Coupon must be present at checkout. Webprices not accepted. Not responsible for typographical errors. Sale prices valid one week only. Expires 02/28.

Yellow Tail 
Pink 
Moscato
1.5L

$999

Cavit 
Pinot Grigio
1.5L

$899

Roscato 
Dolce
750ml

$1099

$99
CASE OF 12

Ruffi no 
Prosecco
   750ml

Each

Jameson
1.75L

$4999

$1199

$70
CASE OF 6

Each

$1999

Santa 
Margherita 
Pinot 
Grigio
750ml

$1999

$222
CASE OF 12

Meiomi 
Pinot Noir
   750ml

Each

Santa Rita
Cabernet Sauvignon
Coleccion Privada

$499

$45
CASE OF 12

Each
$499

$45
CASE OF 12

Pepperwood 
Chardonnay
   750ml

Each
$899

$90
CASE OF 12

Diseno
Malbec

Each
$799

$80
CASE OF 12

Barefoot 
Bubbly Pink 
Moscato

Each

Grey 
Goose
1.75L

$4499

Jack
Daniel’s
1.75L

$4199

Patron 
Silver
750ml

$4399

Wray & 
Nephew
1.75L

$3599



two brick-shaped packages 
covered in green plastic 
and a brick-shaped package 
tucked into a bunch of chili. 

The second cooler con-
tained one brick-shaped 
package similarly wrapped 
with green plastic and fi sh.

NYPD had De Los San-
tos Martinez under surveil-
lance in an investigation 
into drug traffi cking in New 
York City. 

Police offi cers spotted 
him in his car with the two 
boxes in the back seat. 

After obtaining a search 
warrant police offi cers ex-

amined the contents of the 
boxes and vehicle. 

Each of the brick-shaped 
packages consisted of a kilo-
gram of fentanyl. The entire 
haul could have yielded over 
a million lethal doses. 

The drugs are collec-
tively worth up to $10 mil-
lion on the street. 

The wholesale value for 
the four kilograms of fenta-
nyl is estimated at $100,000. 

Fentanyl is increasingly 
being mixed into the black 
market drug supply in New 
York City and is frequently 
found in combination with 
heroin, cocaine and a vari-

ety of synthetic drugs.
When the police fi rst 

seized the nine pounds of 
drugs they had initially sus-
pected the goods to be co-
caine, but were analysed as 
fentanyl after undergoing 
laboratory testing.

De Los Santos Marti-
nez’ arraignment was in 
Manhattan Criminal Court 
on February 2, where bail 
was set at $150,000 cash or 
$250,000 bond. 

He’s expected back in 
court on February 28. 

The Offi ce of the Special 
Narcotics Prosecutor has 
taken over the case.

to address homelessness 
and Community District 
7 heard the call to action,” 
said DHS spokesperson, 
Isaac McGinn.

“Through collaborative 
support and compassion, we 
will make this the best ex-
perience it can be for these 
individuals as they get back 
on their feet.”

The new location for the 
site on Jerome Avenue was 
considered because of its 
proximity to public trans-
portation, including the IRT 
#4 train, to make travel eas-
ier for those trying to com-
mute to and from jobs or 
those trying to fi nd work. 

“I’m proud we were able 
to work collaboratively, 

that DHS is willing to treat 
communities like they’re 
responsible and can make 
responsible decisions,” said 
Councilman Andrew Cohen, 
who had also been support-
ing the community in trying 
to get DHS to change their 
initial location for the shel-
ter. 

“There can be an out-
come that works for people 
who are homeless and that 
works for the community at 
large,” Cohen added.

At the new location, DHS 
will be working with Bronx 
Works, a local not-for-profi t 
geared toward helping peo-
ple improve their economic 
and social wellbeing, ac-
cording to the group’s mis-
sion statement.

The building of this shel-
ter is part of the overall 
citywide strategy to address 
homelessness while also 
preventing it from happen-
ing.

There are 163 homeless 
cluster units across 16 sites 
in CB 7 alone, according to 
the DHS spokesperson.

The city has planned to 
end the use of all the home-
less cluster sites and com-
mercial hotel facilities city-
wide to make way for more 
affordable housing opportu-
nities and high-quality shel-
ters so those facing housing 
issues can remain in their 
communities and close to 
support networks, accord-
ing to the DHS spokesper-
son.
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Opposed shelter moved to FEGS site

The new location for the homeless shelter sits at the old FEG Bronx Mental Health Center on 3600 
Jerome Avenue and is expcted to open in March, according to a source from CB7. Community News 
Group/Sarah Valenzuela

Call 718.260.2555
..to sell your car in our 
CLASSIFIED SECTIONS 
& get...Real Results!

One of the recovered coolers containing fentayl hidden inside fi sh. Courtesy of NYPD

NYPD fi shing for fentanyl; 
$10M worth of drugs confi scated

S SSHOP OUR CLASSIFIED 
PAGES EVERY WEEK AND 

SAVE MONEY
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ANTIQUES & ESTATE BUYERS

ANTIQUE & ESTATE BUYERS
We buy anything old. One piece or house full. 

WILL TRAVEL. HOUSE CALLS.

ANTIQUE & ESTATE BUYERS
We buy anything old. One piece or house full. 

WILL TRAVEL. HOUSE CALLS.
WILL TRAVEL

ENTIRE
TRI-STATE!

FREE
Estimates!

We Pay $CASH$ For 
Paintings, Clocks, Watches, 
Estate Jewelry & Fine China, 

From Single Items 
to Entire Estates!
Coin & Stamp Collections

Costume Jewelry
Antique Furniture  Lamps
Bronzes  Paintings  Prints

Chinese & Japanese 
Artwork & Porcelain

Sports Collectibles 
Comic Books  Old Toys  Records
Cameras  Sterling Flatware Sets

HUMMELS & LLADROS

ANTIQUES & ESTATE BUYERS

TOP $ PAID
FOR JUDAICA
COLLECTIBLES

HOUSE
CALLS

MOVING orDOWNSIZING?CALL
US!

Top $ Paid
for Antique

Sterling!

Military
Collections

Wanted
Swords,
Knives,

Helmets, etc.

SEE OUR AD EVERY SUNDAY IN THE POST

SAME DAY  
SERVICE  

AVAILABLE

SERVING BRONX 
AND THE ENTIRE  
TRI-STATE AREA

516-974-6528516-974-6528

WILL TRAVEL. WE MAKE HOUSE CALLS.
1029 WEST JERICHO TURNPIKE, SMITHTOWN, L.I.

HOUSE 
CALLS

ASK FOR CHRISTOPHER



BY PATRICK ROCCHIO
The city is looking to lease out 

a prime piece of real estate in the 
borough’s food distribution hub 
that services the entire metropoli-
tan region. 

The New York City Economic 
Development Corporation is seek-
ing a food-related distributor or 
manufacturer that is interested in 
leasing a seven and a half acre site 
that’s one of a handful of vacant 
parcels in and around the Hunts 
Point Food Distribution Center. 

The site, comprising roughly 
an entire city block, is directly 
across Food Center Drive from the 
HPFDC’s fi sh market and adjacent 
to its meat market complex, was 
recently an environmentally re-
mediated brownfi eld site.      

 Part of the property line runs 
along Halleck Street. 

The agency has issued a Re-
quest of Expressions of Interest 
that is due on Friday, April 6, with 
an informational session planned 
for Friday, March 2, according to 
NYCEDC. 

The offering is part of the 
city’s New York Works initiative, 
a group of 25 initiatives that plans 
to create 100,000 jobs with good 
wages in the city over the next ten 

years, stated NYCEDC. 
James Patchett, NYCEDC pres-

ident, said that leasing the loca-
tion is an opportunity “to expand 
the level of job-intensive food man-
ufacturing and distribution” in 
the HPFDC. 

Nunzio Del Greco, president 
and CEO of the Bronx Chamber 
of Commerce, said that his orga-
nization is excited to hear that 
NYCEDC is seeking proposals for 
the site. 

“Further creating economic 
development and good paying 
jobs exemplifi es our mission to 
strengthen the economic viability 
and improve the quality of life for 
the Bronx,” said Del Greco, add-
ing “Developing the 7.5 acre site is 
a good thing for the Bronx”. 

For the Bronx Overall Eco-
nomic Development Corporation, 
Marlene Cintron, the organiza-
tion’s executive director, said that 
she knows of three existing busi-
nesses already in the HPFDC that 
are interested in acquiring the 
site.

The interested businesses will 
have the ability to continue to 
grow and expand, she said.

“There is a lot of interest and 
need for the property that is being 

RFEI’d,” said Cintron. “We look 
forward to continuation of the 
expansions, or a brand new busi-
ness.” 

The property is in a prime lo-
cation for any food business, said 
Cintron, adding she estimated 
that based on the size of the cur-
rently vacant property, about 
300 would probably have employ-
ment. 

She said BOEDC is delighted 
that NYCEDC is gearing up to 
lease the property. 

Cintron said she hopes that the 
NYCEDC selects current neigh-
bors because they are businesses 
the borough is already familiar 
with, or chooses a business that 
would relocate from another bor-
ough due to their own expansion 
needs. 

She added that other nearby 
properties could be remediated 
to suit the needs of growing busi-
nesses. 

Councilman Rafael Salamanca 
said that he is pleased to see that 
NYCEDC continues “to remedi-
ate properties that can be utilized 
to create further investment and 
growth.” 

Senator Jeff Klein said, in a 
statement, that he was thrilled to 

hear that the city plans to move 
forward and lease the land, espe-
cially since he recently announced 
a $1 million allocation for invest-
ment in the food hub. 

For more information, contact 

NYCEDC or visit their website to 
view the RFEI here: www.nycedc.
com/opportunity/hunts-point-
food-distribution-center-develop-
ment-opportunity-food-related-
businesses-and 
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C.O.D.

Prompt Delivery • Easy Online Ordering
Metered Delivery • Premium Heating Oil

www.CODOIL.com 
*Cannot combine with any other offers.

Lic. #74-1810078

(718) 354-3834

PAY C.O.D. PRICES & SAVE!!*

*Mention this ad 
when you place your 
order and receive an 

additional 3¢ off 
per gallon 

Refer a new customer 
to us and take an 
additional 3¢ off 

per gallon 
on your next order 

POT of GOLD
Sherbee Antiques is a family-owned business that has been serving the tri-
state area for over 60 years. We buy from the full contents of homes and 
estates to single items. We specialize in high-end goods such as antiques, 
art, fine porcelain, lighting, bronzes and sculptures. We have particular 

interest in fine jewelry, timepieces, diamonds, gold and silver. 

If you call we will come to you, free of charge, and evaluate what you are selling. 
We know the value of your possessions and are willing to pay top dollar on the 
spot. Please feel free to call seven days a week for a free same day consultation.

You may be sitting on a large fortune. 
Call Sherbee Antiques. They’ll tell you how much.

CALL TODAY 917-748-7622 OR 718-762-7448 
You’ll be glad you did.

Sherbee Antiques
Est. 1940

The site is adjacent to part of the meat market and across the street from the fi sh 
market in the Hunts Point Food Distribution Center. 
 Photo courtesy of NYC EDC

City set to lease 7.5 acres of prime HP food market property
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“A Miracle In The Making!” - CBS TV
  One on One Tutoring for K–12th grade
  Below, At or Above Grade Level Students
  LD - ADD - ADHD - Dyslexia - Special Needs
  Your child will read better, faster with greater fluency and comprehension  

   advancing one year every 4–8 weeks
  Grades, confidence and self esteem will soar as they learn to love reading 

   and school
  Your 3, 4, & 5 year old will learn 15–30 words in the 1st session
  No contracts – Open 7 days a week
  FREE Consultation – 35 Years Certified Experience

ACHIEVE  
3 TO 6 YEARS OF  

READING IMPROVEMENT 
IN ONE YEAR!!!

Dicker Reading Method
75 Brook Street, Scarsdale | 914.472.0600 | www.DickerReading.com

CHILDREN AT OR 
BELOW GRADE 

LEVEL WILL BECOME 
THE BEST READERS 

IN THEIR CLASS

WATCH OUR VIDEOS TO LEARN MORE   www.DickerReading.com

SOLVE YOUR CHILD’S 
READING PROBLEM



BY ALEX MITCHELL
The future of the Bronx 

will be guided by its role in 
the development of hip hop. 
The music genre’s pioneer 
performers have stepped for-
ward to redirect their energy 
to infl uencing the borough’s 
resurgence.

Nobody thought that a 
kid named Clive Campbell 
DJing a party in the base-
ment of 1520 Sedgewick Av-
enue would change the world 
during the summer of 1973. 

Certainly nobody thought 
that the fresh, funky sound 
he spun would take over as 
the world’s most popular 
genre of music in 2018.

That music is hip-hop. 
It began as a way for 

young people to escape the 
sad reality and violence that 
was the ‘burning Bronx’ of 
the 1970s. 

Nobody can attest to that 
more than some of hip hop’s 
founding fathers. 

“If it wasn’t for the mu-
sic I’d probably be in jail,” 
said Grandmaster Melle 
Mel, member of the Furious 
Five and native to the south 
Bronx. “I had friends that 
might have been out robbing, 
stealing, or getting high, but 
we focused on music and it 
saved us,” he added.

“This is where it was 
born, here in the Bronx,” 
said Grandmaster Caz, great 
friend to Melle Mel and fel-
low hip hop pioneer. “Hip 
hop didn’t invent anything, 
it reinvented everything, it’s 
our reinterpretation of po-
etic energy,” he added. 

Caz, who also hails from 
the south Bronx is best 
known as a member of the 
Cold Crush Brothers. 

44 years later, classic 
hip hop of the 70s and 80s is 
now being appreciated from 
historical and cultural per-
spective rather than just as 
music.

It’s something that both 
Mel and Caz are deeply in-
volved in. 

The duo works with Win-
dows of Hip Hop, a non profi t, 
Bronx based economic devel-
opment project that promotes 
the educational, communal, 
and historical perspective of 
Hip Hop.

“Our aim and what we 
try to accomplish is going 
into communities, encour-

age youth to use hip hop as a 
learning tool, which the big-
gest vehicle on the planet for 
everything right now,” said 
Caz. “We want to establish a 
place for people to celebrate 
and preserve the culture,” he 
added.

What better way to cele-
brate and preserve a culture 
than developing a Bronx Hip 
Hop Hall of Fame. 

The project was an-
nounced in earlier this year 
and will bring the hall and 
‘Tower of Hip Hop’ to Port 
Morris.

“The Bronx is about to 
change and we want to be 
a part of that change,” said 
Mel.

Part of that change is 
showing the world of what 
once was. 

Caz and Mel do so by guid-
ing a bus tour through their 
old stomping grounds in the 
south Bronx. 

The two also work with 
Hush Tours, the only com-
pany to put on a guided 
bus tour of hip hop’s famed 
places, Caz will be leading 
a new Bronx exclusive tour 
this upcoming spring. 

Both Mel and Caz already 
work other Hush Tours that 
highlight hip hop spots all 
over NYC, including the 
Bronx.

“We’ll be able to highlight 
more places and more people 
within the Bronx,” said Caz. 

Windows of Hip Hop, 
Caz, and Mel are also work-
ing with the Bronx Zoo for 
a unique event that will cel-
ebrate the culture of hip hop 
and the Bronx.

“Being that we’re from 
the Bronx and are classic 
hip hop artists what we’re 
doing with the Bronx Zoo is 
a perfect match,” said Mel. 
“It’s all Bronx related,” he 
added.
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Our advertisers can once again 

TRIBUTE

Call Laura Guerriero
Tel: (718)260-4593 or email: lguerriero@cnglocal.com

Publishing Date: March 23, 2018
AD DEADLINE: March 12, 2018

2017 ANNUAL BRONX

Our advertisers can once again take the opportunity to be in the most 
anticpated chronicle of  the year that was in the Bronx, with articles 
and photos that fully capture its highlights through every angle, 
aspect and personality. The edition is a great vehicle for the Bronx  
business community to reach our readers. Businesses, merchants, 
educational, health and other institutions, as well as public relations 
organizations can boast of their 2017 achievements as well.  

file:///.file/id=6768755.369291

Grandmaster Melle Mel (l) and Grandmaster Caz. Community News 
Group/ Alex Mitchell

Street art that pays homage to 
the Bronx’s musical culture. 
 Community News Group/ Alex 
Mitchell

An artists rendition of the Bronx 
Hip Hop Hall of Fame and Muse-
um. 
 Courtesy of Windows of Hip Hop

Classic hip hop advances the 
borough’s cultural perspective
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BY ROBERT WIRSING
A classic Bronx eatery is re-

turning with a modern twist.
According to new owner 

James Joseph ‘JJ’ Garzia, Bus-
co’s will reopen early this spring 
as JJ Busco’s Sandwich Shoppe 
and Grille at its original 2990 
Bruckner Boulevard location.

Garzia, a Throggs Neck resi-
dent who opened his fi rst restau-
rant when he was 21-years-old, 
said no specifi c grand opening 
date has yet been established

Mike M., Garzia’s brother-in-
law, and Pasquale Boiano, Gar-
zia’s father-in-law, will serve as 
managing partners.

JJ Busco’s bold red lettered 
sign went up on Monday, Febru-
ary 12 and will remain lit every 
night once the store opens.

Underneath the sign will 
be a canopy reading Sandwich 
Shoppe and Grille with a brief 
menu description.

Garzia confi rmed that Bus-
co’s iconic roof will remain un-
altered.

“Whenever people think of 
Busco’s that roof is one of the 
many things that comes to their 
minds,” he said. “It’s like a land-

mark and we would never want 
to change it.”

The 1,200 square foot store 
was fully gutted and refur-
bished.

JJ Busco’s will have a 1950s 
diner themed sit-in dining area 
with 20 seats; two 55 inch fl at 
screen televisions; an espresso 
bar and an open style kitchen 
outfi tted with a 48 inch grill, a 
10-burner stove, two ovens, two 
charbroilers and a funnel cake 
fryer.

Keeping with its 1950s motif, 
JJ Busco’s interior will sport a 
black and white checkered fl oor 
and poinsettia red and graphite 
gray walls.

Its extensive menu includes 
Busco’s beloved classic hot Ital-
ian heroes and sandwiches, ten 
types of Philly cheesesteaks, 
different combos for hot dogs 
and sliders (mini-hamburgers), 
homemade chili, a variety of 
buffalo wings and sauces, cheese 
fries, knishes, milkshakes, clas-
sic chocolate and vanilla egg 
creams, coffee, cappuccinos, 
fried Oreos and zeppoles.

JJ Busco’s will open everyday 
at 6 a.m. for breakfast and will 

close at 10 p.m. on weekdays. 
Garzia said the eatery will be 

open later hours on weekends.
JJ Busco’s will offer delivery 

and catering.
“I always loved the location 

and I used to go there with my 
grandpa to get meatball parm 

heroes,” shared Garzia. 
Busco’s was established in 

the early 1950s by World War II 
Air Force veteran John ‘Busco’ 
Casalinuovo after he left the ser-
vice.

Despite its humble begin-
nings, Busco’s soon grew into a 

prime dining spot where patrons 
could watch their food be cooked 
by local chefs inside an open 
style kitchen.

“I took good care of my girls 
who did all of the cooking. We 
treated them like they were fam-
ily,” said Louise Casalinuovo, 
the original Busco’s partner and 
John’s 93-year-old widow.

In its heyday, it was common 
to see double parked vehicles 
and long lines of eager custom-
ers waiting for their Busco’s 
sandwich.

Students from local schools 
would often patronize Busco’s 
during their lunch periods.  

“That store really was a fam-
ily store and we catered to all 
of our neighbors,” expressed 
Casalinuovo. “We even had po-
lice, fi refi ghters, senators and 
congressmen stop in for sand-
wiches.”

Busco’s closed its doors in 
2009 after the original owners 
retired, said Garzia.

For additional information, 
visit JJ Busco’s Instagram, jj-
buscos and its Facebook page, 
JJ Busco’s Sandwich Shoppe and 
Grille.

Iconic Busco’s to reopen at original TN location

A brand new sign for JJ Busco’s Sandwich Shoppe and Grille went up on Monday, 
February 12. Community News Group/Robert Wirsing

BY ALEX MITCHELL
Abandoned cars, scat-

tered throughout the Bronx, 
have been an eyesore for 
some time now. 

And they’re a personal 
pet peeve of Community 
Board 12’s district manager 
George Torres.

“I’m calling 311 con-
stantly to get them removed,” 
said Torres. “This has been 
an ongoing issue for some-
time now,” he added. 

What he fi nds most infu-
riating is the burdensome 
process of getting them 
towed. 

The process of removing 
abandoned cars starts with 
the NYC Department of San-
itation. 

However, DOS can only 
remove a car from the street 
if it meets the department’s 
criteria of a ‘derelict vehi-
cle.’ 

That criteria entails: 
hood, grill, front bumper 
and front fender missing; 
door(s), trunk lid, and hood 
missing or damaged; front 

or rear end damage; interior 
and glass damage; engine or 
transmission missing; dam-
age to right or left side; fi re 
damage or otherwise seri-
ously burned; or vehicle 
eight years or older that’s 
deteriorated or dilapidated.

The year of the car deter-

mines the number of crite-
ria that must be met.

But these regulations 
only applied to cars without 
license plates, though. 

If a car has plates and 
has any of the listed criteria, 
Sanitation still can’t remove 
it. 

“If the complaint is sent 
to us, we will investigate 
the situation. If the vehicle 
is found to be without plates 
and derelict, we will start 
the removal process,” said 
Belinda Mager, director of 
Digital Media + Communi-
cations for DOS.

“We will tag the vehicle 
for removal, and if the ve-
hicle is not removed by the 
owner, our towing vendor 
will be dispatched to remove 
the vehicle. If the vehicle 
has plates or is not derelict, 
we will refer the matter to 
NYPD,” she added.

Often times cars that are 
abandoned or left parked for 
long periods of time have 
license plates and become 
NYPD’s problem. 

“The process has so 
many moving parts that 
it’s virtually ineffective,” 
said Torres. “The NYPD 
has much bigger issues to 
be concerned with, they 
shouldn’t have to deal with 
this,” he added.

Areas in the Bronx that 
see high volume of aban-
doned cars are Wakefi eld 
and Co-op City, mostly near 
auto shops. 

Ironically, much of the 
problem occurs right out-
side the MTA transit facil-
ity on Furman Avenue by E. 
240th Street. 

Maria Sanchez, who 

works on the block  has 
witnessed the problem fi rst 
hand. 

“There was a black car 
parked there for two years,” 
she said. “It didn’t move at 
all, nobody could do any-
thing about it,” she added. 

Torres said that der-
elict cars outside auto body 
shops are often being canni-
balized for parts.

While Torres doesn’t 
have a concrete solution in 
mind to expedite the pro-
cess, he’s confi dent it could 
be made more linear and ef-
fective. 

He also wants residents’ 
311 calls and complaints 
to be addressed more effi -
ciently.

“It shouldn’t take a pub-
lic offi cial making a com-
plaint to address this type 
of issue,” said Torres.

“Why aren’t legislators 
writing laws to give these 
agencies the power to tow 
these cars?” said Torres. 
“Don’t make a simple thing 
into a bureaucratic pro-
cess,” he added.

Abandoned car removals are subject to lengthy process 

An abandoned car in Co op City with a tag from the NYC Department of Sanitation.  
 Community News Groupd/ Alex Mitchell
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SPRING SESSION          
REGISTRATION DATES:   
Registration for YMCA Members   
begins: SATURDAY, FEBRUARY 10 

Registration for NON-MEMBERS   
begins: SATURDAY, FEBRUARY 17 

The Spring Session runs from  
FEBRUARY 26 - APRIL 29, 2018  

Register at the Membership Desk, or on our website: 
www.ymcanyc.org/Bronx 

 

 

DOWNLOAD THE Y MOBILE APP! 
�� Search & Add Classes To Your Calendar 
�� Share on Facebook, Twitter, and Instagram 
�� Get Facility Status (Closings) 
�� Find Programs, Events, & Camp Info 
�� Register for lessons! 

GGET THE APP AT:  
ymcanyc.org/app           

YMCA of Greater New York 
Select : Bronx 

Bronx YMCA 
2 Castle Hill Avenue 

Bronx, NY 10473 
(212) 912-2490 
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BY PATRICK ROCCHIO
A community organization is 

pressing the MTA for better bus 
service.

The City Island Civic Asso-
ciation is inviting the public to 
a meeting with MTA represen-
tatives on Thursday, February 
22 where they will discuss ways 
to improve service on the Bx 29 
bus that links City Island to the 
mainland. 

The meeting is scheduled 
for the City Island Community 
Center, located at 190 Fordham 
Street, at 7 p.m., said John Doyle, 
CICA corresponding secretary. 

It makes good on a MTA prom-
ise made in January 2016 to meet 
with community and builds on 
the success of another town hall 
in July 2015, he said. 

The CICA has asked over a 
dozen times for this meeting 
since the MTA made an origi-
nal commitment to come back in 
January 2016, he said. 

“We have pushed them ever 
since to come back, and it has 
taken a long time to agree,” said 
Doyle.

The lack of 24/7 service af-
fecting would-be riders in the 
early morning hours and a re-

quest that the MTA look into the 
feasibility of splitting the route, 
which City Island currently 
shares with Co-op City, into two 
routes will be on the agenda, he 
said.

This proposal is based  on 
the belief that the bus is getting 
stuck in traffi c on I-95 on the 
way to Co-op City, throwing it 
off schedule. 

Philip Ortiz, who rides the 
bus two to three times a day, 
said he sometimes experiences 
delays of 30 to 45 minutes when 
catching the Bx 29 from Pelham 
Bay’s Amendola Plaza. 

“There are a lot of times when 
it is really, really late,” said Or-
tiz. 

The fact that the bus service 
shuts down between 1 and 5 a.m. 
on weekdays and 2 to 5 a.m. on 
weekends affected him person-
ally when for 10 months he was 
due at his job at 4 a.m. 

Ortiz said that he had to walk 
off City Island to catch a differ-
ent bus to get to work on time 
during that time period.  

The lack of early morning 
service is forcing people to take 
more expensive, and sometimes 
illegal, cabs as an alternative 

some complain. 
The MTA expanded early 

morning service on the Bx 29 
by one hour in July 2017, but the 
CICA would like to have hourly 
service during the bus’ current 
non operational hours. 

Another rider, Johntae Mo-
ses, said that while service has 
improved, she still has to wait 
30 minutes during the day and 
up to an hour in the evening, es-
pecially on weekends.

Moses would like to see 
countdown clocks with wait 
times, along with greater ad-
herence to the schedule and 
more bus shelters at City Island 
stops. 

The CICA has submitted 109 
emails to the MTA containing 
over 184 complaints, as well as 
amassing 733 signatures on a 
petition calling for better Bx 29 
service, according to the CICA. 

Barbara Dolensek, the civ-
ic’s vice-president, said she is 
hoping for a large turnout at the 
meeting, as it is a very impor-
tant issue. 

A MTA spokeswoman con-
fi rmed the meeting with City 
Island riders, but did not give 
further specifi cs. 

City Island to host Bx 29 bus meeting on Feb. 22 

Riders are pictured waiting for the Bx 29 bus at City Island Avenue and Fordham 
Street. Community News Group / Patrick Rocchio

BY SARAH VALENZUELA
How many authors start 

their career in third grade? 
Denar Ralph did!
In 2018, he not only finished 

his first piece, but had it pub-
lished. 

On Friday, February 9, 
he held a book signing at his 
school, the Mount St. Michael 
Academy in Wakefield.

Titling his completed work 
‘Climbing the Ladder to Suc-
cess,’ and currently in the 7th 
grade, Denar focused his read 
on finding success through self-
motivation.

“At first I wanted to write a 
book about becoming rich and 
famous,” said Denar, from Bay-
chester. “As time went on I real-
ized it needed to help others feel 
motivated.”

Originally scribbled  in a 
standard marble notebook, De-
nar’s story of attaining suc-
cess explains the simplicities 
of overcoming obstacles in his 
life.

Denar draws on his own 
life experiences, like the chal-
lenge he encountered when  he 
learned to play the piano and 

sing at the same time or the 
difficulty of making origami 
art, as examples of obstacles he 
overcame, to name a few in the 
book.

“Sometimes when I’m mak-
ing origami, I feel overwhelmed, 

like how am I going to finish all 
of this,” explained Denar, who 
sells his artworks to raise the 
money he’ll need to attend his 
dream college, Harvard Univer-
sity. 

“When you get overwhelmed, 

you just have to find another 
way to do it,” he said.

Though written by a junior 
high schooler, the book was 
supposed to be an open read 
for those of all ages, according 
to Denar, who said those older 
than him could find inspira-
tion in reading how someone 
younger was finding success.

“One day he came to me and 
told me he wrote a book and 
gave me a signed copy,” said 
Brother Steve Schlitte, princi-
pal of the junior high school. “I 
was really blown away when I 
saw that.”

Calling to his spiritual in-
spiration, the book’s cover in-
cludes part of a Bible verse, 
“I can do all things through 
Christ.”

Publishing a book for this 
13-year-old, though impressive 
and exciting, was not entirely 
surprising for many who know 
him, given his personality and 
his deep rooted Christian faith.

“I really believed in him 
when he told me he was going 
to write a book,” said Denar’s 
father Denroy. “I didn’t know 
it would be so soon, so I was re-

ally excited.”
Before Denar was born, the 

elder Ralph developed prostate 
cancer and doctors said he and 
his wife would never have an-
other child. 

Holding onto his faith, the 
family decided to forgo a pro-
cedure that he was scheduled 
to have. Not too much later, Pa-
tricia Ralph, his wife, was preg-
nant with Denar.

“We call him the child of 
promise and we can see the 
promise of God manifesting 
in his life,” said Patricia, who 
also explained that Denar is the 
youngest of four siblings.

“Honestly, I laughed when 
he told me he wanted to write a 
book, but this kid does not set-
tle for less, he always strives for 
higher.”

As far as Denar’s future 
goes, the teen plans to release 
another book in the future, 
though he has not revealed any 
of the book’s details. 

However, he mentioned one 
of his goals is to become Pres-
ident of the United States, like 
one of his role models, former 
president Barack Obama.

7th grader’s fi rst book delves into the aspects of success

(l-r) Denroy Ralph, Denar Ralph, Patricia Ralph, and Brother Steve Schlitte at the 
book signing on February 9. Community News Group/Sarah Valenzuela
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BRIDAL FASHION
KLEINFELD BRIDAL SAMPLE STUDIO
123 West 20th Street, New York, NY 10011 
(2nd fl oor across from Kleinfeld Bridal) 
(917) 388-2341 
www.kleinfeldbridal.com/sample-studio

TUXEDOS
TUXEDO WORLD OF STATEN ISLAND
2791 Richmond Avenue, #6, 
Staten Island, NY 10314, (718) 698-4859 
www.tuxedoworldsi.com

CATERING & VENUES
ATLAS STEAKHOUSE
943 Coney Island Avenue 
off  18th Avenue, Brooklyn, NY
(646) 494-7227, www.AtlasSteak.com
BAY RIDGE MANOR
476 76th Street, Brooklyn
(718) 748-8855
www.bayridgemanor.com
CELEBRATE AT SNUG HARBOR
(718) 442-2700 
www.celebrate-snug.com  
events@celebrate-snug.com
EDIBLE ARRANGEMENTS
133-22 Springfi eld Blvd., (718) 528-3344
158-18 Cross Bay Blvd., (718) 848-3344
1357 Fulton Street, (718) 622-3344
1557 Ralph Avenue, (718) 451-3344
www.ediblearrangements.com/
stores/StoreLocator.aspx
GLEN TERRACE
5313 Avenue N, Brooklyn, (718) 252-4614
GRAND OAKS COUNTRY CLUB
200 Huguenot Avenue, Staten Island
(718) 356–2771, www.grandoaksnyc.com
GRAND PROSPECT HALL
263 Prospect Avenue, Brooklyn 
(718) 788-0777, www.grandprospecthall.com
HUNTERS STEAK HOUSE
9404 Fourth Avenue, Brooklyn, NY 11209 
(718) 238-8899
www.HuntersSteakhouse.com
IL FORNETTO
2902 Emmons Avenue in Brooklyn 
(718) 332-8494
www.ilFornettoRestaurant.com

MARBELLA RESTAURANT
220-33 Northern Boulevard 
Bayside, NY 11361, (718) 423-0100 
www.marbella-restaurant.com
PARADISE CATERING HALL
51 Avenue U, Brooklyn, NY 11223
(718) 372-4352 
www.theparadisecateringhall.com
THE PEARL ROOM
8518 - 3rd Avenue
Brooklyn, NY 11209
(718) 833-6666 
www.pearlroombklyn.com
SCHNITZEL HAUS
7319 5th Avenue, Bay Ridge, NY 11029
(718) 836-5600, www.schnitzelhausny.com
ROCCO’S TACOS
339 Adams Street, Brooklyn, NY 11201
(718) 246-8226, roccostacos.net 
SIRICO’S CATERERS
8015-23 13th Avenue, Brooklyn 
(718) 331-2900, www.siricoscaterers.net
SOTTO 13
5140 West 13th Street, New York, NY
(212) 647-1001, sotto13.com
TERRACE ON THE PARK
52-11 111 Street, Flushing, NY 11368 
(718) 592-5000
www.terraceonthepark.com
THE VANDERBILT AT SOUTH BEACH
300 Father Capodanno Boulevard 
Staten Island, NY
(718) 447-0800 
www.vanderbiltsouthbeach.com

ENTERTAINMENT
CIGARS
ND Cigars Inc. Aka La Casa Grande Cigars
2344 Arthur Avenue, Bronx, NY, 10458
(718) 364-4657,  lcgcigars.com

FAVORS & INVITATIONS
THE BRONX DESIGN GROUP
2914 Westchester Avenue
Bronx, NY 10461
(718) 409-9874, Ext. 106
danielles@bronxdesign.com
UNFORGETTABLE EVENTS
2049 Flatbush Avenue in Brooklyn, 
(718) 377-4535
FLORISTS
FLORAL FANTASY
3031 Quentin Road in Brooklyn, 
(718) 998-7060 or (800) 566–8380 
www.fl oralfantasyny.com
FLOWERS BY MASSENET
Jamaica, Queens, NY
(347) 724-7044, (718) 526-3725
HENRY’S FLORIST
8103 Fifth Avenue in Brooklyn 
(800) 543-6797 or (718) 238–3838 
www.henrysfl oristweddingevents.com

MARINE FLORIST AND DECORATORS
1995 Flatbush Avenue in Brooklyn 
(800) 447-6730 or (718) 338-3600
www.marinefl orists.com

LIMOUSINE SERVICES
MILA LIMOUSINE CORPORATION
(718) 232-8973, www.milalimo.com
ROMANTIQUE/DOUBLE DIAMOND LIMOUSINES
1421-86 Street, Brooklyn, NY, (718) 351-7273
2041-Hylan Boulevard, Staten Island 
(718) 351-7273, www.rddlimos.com
SOPHISTICATED LIMOUSINES
Serving the Tri state area & NJ, (866) 455-5466

PHOTOGRAPHY & VIDEO
FANTASY PHOTOGRAPHY
3031 Quentin Rd., Brooklyn NY,  (718) 998-0949
www.fantasyphotographyandvideo.com
NY PHOTO VIDEO GROUP
1040 Hempstead Tpke, Franklin Square, NY 11010 
(516) 352-3188 www.nyphotovideogroup.com
info@nyphotovideogroup.com
ONE FINE DAY PHOTOGRAPHERS
459 Pacifi c Street, Massapequa Park 
(516) 690–1320, 
www.onefi nedayphotographers.com

SALONS
PILO ARTS SALON
8412 3 Avenue, Brooklyn, NY 11209
(718) 748–7411, www.piloarts.com

SERVICES
COSMETIC & LASER CENTER OF BAY RIDGE
9921 4th Avenue, Brooklyn, NY 11209 
(718) 833-2793 or (718) 833-7616 
www.BayRidgeDerm.com
ELITE WEIGHT LOSS
1316 Kings Highway, Brooklyn, NY 11229
(917) 444-3043, EliteWeightLossNY.com
JOSEPH LICHTER, D.D.S.
1420 Avenue P in Brooklyn
(718) 339-7878,  www.josephlichterdds.co
OMNI DENTAL CARE
313 Kings Highway in Brooklyn
(718) 376-8656, www.omnidentalcare.com
THE VEIN CENTER OF THE VASCULAR INSTITUTE 
OF NY
Dr. Natalie Marks
960 - 50 Street, Brooklyn, NY 11219
(718) 438-0067, www.vascularnyc.com

WEDDING CAKES
WHIPPED PASTRY BOUTIQUE-WEDDING CAKES
(718) 858-8088
www.whippedpastryboutique.com

WEDDING EXPOS
BRIDAL AFFAIR
(718) 317–9701, www.bridalaff air.com

WEDDING INSURANCE
TRI-STATE INSURANCE BROKERAGE
610 Crescent Ave., Bronx 10458
277 Tarrytown Rd., White Plains 10602
(718) 618-7666, ww.tsinsbk.com

TO BE INCLUDED IN THIS DIRECTORY CALL (718) 260–8302





‘more of an assassination 
from something personal.’

Incidents like this aren’t 
something that the Morris 
Park community is used to 
seeing. 

“This is a very peaceful 
community, things like this 
don’t happen over here,” 
said Al D’Angelo vice chair 
of Community Board 11 
and president of the Mor-
ris Park Community Asso-
ciation. “We’ve stepped up 
our neighborhood patrols 
and reached out to the 49th 
about our concerns,” he 
added.

Captain Alps and his 
precinct have communi-

cated to Morris Park and 
residents that this shooting 
is not gang related and is 
being viewed as an isolated 
incident. 

Gang violence is not an 
issue within Morris Park 
according to local leader-
ship within the commu-
nity.

“We were concerned at 
fi rst that this was an issue 
within the community and 
we communicated that to 
the police,” said Tony Vi-
taliano, chairman of CB11. 
“They assured the commu-
nity that this not related to 
anything,” he added.

Vitaliano is confi dent 
that the NYPD will identify 

the shooter in a timely man-
ner.

“We have evidence re-
trieved and the investiga-
tion is progressing nicely,” 
said the captain.

“They have great info, I 
know they’ll wrap this up 
very soon,” said Vitaliano.

Vitaliano couldn’t re-
count the last time a shoot-
ing like this occurred in 
Morris Park.

“It was very surprising, 
this does not happen very 
often,” said Vitaliano. “Res-
idents have not expressed 
any concerns over their 
safety within the commu-
nity,” he added.

The investegation is still 
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Man gunned down in Morris Park

The crime scene in Morris Park where 45-year-old George Carrasquillo was gunned down. Edwin Soto

BY SARAH VALENZUELA
On Thursday, February 

8, Varahn Chamblee was 
named the new president of 
the Allerton International 
Merchants Association.

The announcement was 
made during the 49th Pre-
cinct Clergy Council’s Holi-
day Fellowship Dinner at 
The Sanz Banquet Hall.

AIM also added new of-
fi cers Larry Mauriello, vice 
president, Veronica Castro, 
secretary and Christine Ry-
all, sergeant at arms.

“I’m excited and I look 
forward to working with 
the merchants on Allerton 
Avenue,” said Chamblee.

Though she was born 
and raised in Brooklyn, 
Chamblee has called the 
Bronx her permanent home 
since 1999, initially living 
on Grace Avenue.

“I couldn’t live in a bet-
ter area than Allerton,” 
added Chamblee. “This 
community is so accepting 
and I want to help highlight 
the area to bring more busi-
ness to the area.”

Chamblee, who is a li-
censed cosmetologist by 
trade, explained her pas-
sion for civic engagement 
started to develop over 
years of working as a hair 
stylist and forming commu-
nity relationships with her 
clients.

However, her formal an-
nouncement to begin pur-
suing more civic and politi-

cally minded endeavors was 
made last year when she 
was honored at the Bronx 
Chamber of Commerce’s 
Black History Month cel-
ebration.

President of AIM is one 
of the many positions and 
memberships she currently 
holds.

Chamblee’s community 
resume includes being a 
membership recruiter for 
the Bronx Chamber of Com-
merce, the vice chair of the 
Bronx 11 Neighborhood Ad-
visory Board, and a mem-
ber of the National Council 
of Negro Women to name a 
few. 

Some of her personal 
achievements include work-
ing as a hair stylist at the 
NBC Studios for the Spike 
Lee directed ‘Malcolm X’ 
movie and for the movie 
‘Crooklyn.’

She is planning many 
changes as the new mer-
chant leader, including the 
introduction of artwork on 
Allerton Avenue by Bronx-
based artists and helping 
the local merchants im-
prove their advertisement 
strategies, while also in-
creasing their reach.

“I want them to know 
that I’m here to represent 
them,” explained Cham-
blee.

Chamblee has also said 
she wants to explore the 
possibility of repurposing 
unrented store fronts as 

popup shops to help build 
business interests for local 
merchants and others in the 
Bronx.

Founder of the AIM, 
Gene DeFrancis said he has 
the utmost confi dence in 
Varahn’s abilities and is ex-
cited for what she will bring 
to the team.

“What I told Varahn was 
to rely on the team and listen 
to the community because 
communication is our main 
focus,” said DeFrancis, who 
explained the overall mes-
sage of the organization is 
not about the president, but 
about the community.

“I told Varahn to stay 
focused on the mission at 
hand, the baton has passed 
and it’s your vehicle now.”

The Allerton Interna-
tional Merchants Associa-
tion was founded in 2013 
when DeFrancis saw a 
need for focus and leader-
ship in the Allerton com-
munity. 

Today, its focus is not 
on membership, but about 
moving the community 
forward.

“Varahn is a great lis-
tener, like I was, and she’s 
compassionate,” added De-
Francis. 

“It’s up to the commu-
nity to get together, re-
spectfully voice their opin-
ions, and make the changes 
because at the end of the 
day it’s their neighborhood 
and no one else’s.”

Allerton International Merchants 
Association selects new president

(l-r) Gene DeFrancis, AIM founder; NYPD Chief of Community Affairs Nilda Irizarry Hofmann and Varahn 
Chamblee, AIM president. Photo courtesy of Gene De Francis
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TOP DRIVER DISTRACTIONS
ADVERTORIAL

Using mobile phones
Leading the list of the 

top distractions behind the 
wheel are mobile phones. 
Phones now do more than 
just place calls, and driv-
ers often cannot pull away 
from their phones, even 
when driving. According to 
the California Department 
of Motor Vehicles, studies 
have shown that driving 
performance is lowered 
and the level of distraction 
is higher for drivers who 
are heavily engaged in cell 

phone conversations. The 
use of a hands-free device 
does not lower distraction 
levels. The percentage of 
vehicle crashes and near-
crashes attributed to di-
aling is nearly identical 
to the number associated 
with talking or listening. 

Daydreaming
Many people will admit 

to daydreaming behind 
the wheel or looking at a 
person or object outside of 
the car  for too long. Per-

haps they’re checking out 
a house in a new neighbor-
hood or thought they saw 
someone they knew on the 
street corner. It can be easy 
to veer into the direction 
your eyes are focused, caus-
ing an accident. In addition 
to trying to stay focused on 
the road, some drivers pre-
fer the help of lane depar-
ture warning systems.

Eating
Those who haven’t quite 

mastered walking and 

chewing gum at the same 
time may want to avoid 
eating while driving. The 
majority of foods require a 
person’s hands to be taken 
off of the wheel and their 
eyes to be diverted from the 
road. Reaching in the back 
seat to share some French 
fries with the kids is also 
distracting. 

Try to eat meals before 
getting in the car. For 
those who must snack 
while en route, take a 
moment to pull over at 

a rest area and spend 10
minutes snacking there 
before resuming the
trip.

Reading
Glancing at an adver-

tisement, updating a Fa-
cebook status or reading
a book are all activities 
that should be avoided 
when driving. Even pour-
ing over a traffic map or 
consulting the digital 
display of a GPS system 
can be distracting.
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