
BY ROBERT WIRSING
Four NYPD members with strong 

Bronx roots were among those pro-
moted to top positions following the 
department’s recently announced ex-
tensive overhaul.

On Monday, January 8, NYPD 
Commissioner James O’Neill an-
nounced more than a dozen executive 
staff level changes in conjunction 
with the department’s continued op-
erational shift toward neighborhood 
policing following last year’s record 
low levels of crime and violence in 
NYC.

As of January 2018, the new polic-
ing model has been established in 56 
of 77 precincts and all nine Housing 
commands.

The Bronx’s inspector Fausto 
Pichardo, assistant chief Edward De-
latorre, deputy chief Nilda Irizarry 
Hofmann and chief of patrol Terence 
Monahan are among department 
brass whose promotions take effect 
next week.

Current 43rd Precinct command-
ing offi cer inspector Pichardo is be-
ing promoted to assistant chief and 

BY SARAH VALENZUELA
City Island received two 

more individual landmarks at 
the end of 2017. 

The Landmarks Preserva-
tion Commission had surveyed 
the area in the early 2000s in an 
effort to fi nd preservation op-
portunities of buildings with 
historic or architectural sig-
nifi cance. 

One of the homes, called the 
Booth House, located at 30 Cen-
tre Street, stood out because of 
its unique style as well as the 
time period it refl ected, accord-
ing to Kate Lemos Mchale, the 
director of Research at LPC.

“The house we think was 
built by Samuel H. Booth and 
he and his family lived there,” 
said Mchale.

Samuel H. Booth was a prom-
inent contractor on City Island 
during the 19th century, who 
is estimated to have built the 
home between 1887 and 1893, 
according to LPC’s report.

“It’s a very intact and high 
quality representative of Stick 
style. So we look for represen-
tative styles that are really the 
highest quality of that style.”

Stick is considered a transi-
tional style between Gothic Re-
vival and Queen Anne, which 
was popular in 19th century 
suburban and rural areas, ac-
cording to the LPC report.

“The commission recog-
nized a range of different build-
ing types and architectural 
styles,” added Mchale. “So rec-
ognizing the kind of varied Col-
lections and importance of all 
these types of architecture I re-
ally think is fantastic.”

Though the building has had 
some renovations made to it by 
its newer owners, the building 
still has its original asymmetri-
cal shape, according to LPC.

The second designation, the 

BY SARAH VALENZUELA
The Neighborhood Initiatives 

Development Corp. has set up shop 
in Senator Jeff Klein’s offi ce and 
for good reason.

In 2017, Senator Klein allotted 
$147,000 to the organization to help 
them continue their work in the 
Bronx. 

With a portion of the funds, the 
NIDC has started Tenant Advo-
cacy Offi ce Hours in the senator’s 
offi ce every Wednesday to help 
residents in his district with their 
housing issues.

“We advocate for tenants and 
sometimes landlords and by that 

I mean we deal with whatever is-
sues they have like repairs, rent, 
housing court,” said NIDC direc-
tor of Housing and Community 
Development, Hazel Miura.

“We’re the only community 
organization within Community 
Board 11 that offers the services 
that we do.”

Since the Tenant Advocacy Of-
fi ce Hours started in November, 
NIDC has helped many residents 
with housing issues, big and small, 
and has 15 currently active cases.

“We don’t turn anybody away 
and if we can’t help you we always 
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NIDC helps residents through 
Klein-funded program

2 CI homes 
get landmark 
designations

Fire At Commonwealth Ave.
A 7-alarm fi re broke out at 1547 Commonwealth Avenue on Tuesday, 
January 2 around 5:30 a.m., injuring 23 people including 9 children and a 
fi refi ghter. His fi rst day on the job, Councilman Ruben Diaz, Sr. assessed 
the situation from the ground as fi refi ghters worked above to extinguish 
the fl ames. See full story on page 6.    Photo courtesy of William Rivera

Four citywide promotions 
have deep Bronx roots 

BORO APPLAUDS 
NYPD CHANGES
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POT of GOLD
Sherbee Antiques is a family-owned business that has been serving the tri-
state area for over 60 years. We buy from the full contents of homes and 
estates to single items. We specialize in high-end goods such as antiques, 
art, fine porcelain, lighting, bronzes and sculptures. We have particular 

interest in fine jewelry, timepieces, diamonds, gold and silver. 

If you call we will come to you, free of charge, and evaluate what you are selling. 
We know the value of your possessions and are willing to pay top dollar on the 
spot. Please feel free to call seven days a week for a free same day consultation.

You may be sitting on a large fortune. 
Call Sherbee Antiques. They’ll tell you how much.

CALL TODAY 917-748-7622 OR 718-762-7448 
You’ll be glad you did.

Sherbee Antiques
Est. 1940

BY SARAH VALENZUELA
Cries, cheers, and rounds of ap-

plause are all elements you would 
expect from your typical day at the 
opera.

And that is what happened on 
Thursday, January 11 during the 
Bronx Opera’s abridged version of 
Mozart’s The Abduction from the 
Seraglio.

This  special performance was 
viewed by about 500 students from 
fi ve different schools through the 
borough and the kids certainly 
were not disappointed. 

But the showcasing of these 
abridged productions ahead of the 
company’s offi cial opening on Fri-
day night, however, are less about 
the entertainment factor, but more 
about what opera does for its audi-
ence.

“You have to ask yourself, 
“Who’s going to be in the audience 
in 50 years,’” said Michael Spier-
man, one of the Bronx Opera’s 
founders and the current general 
director.

“I have a multimillion dol-
lar salary but it’s not in the color 
green. It’s in the color of seeing the 
expression on a child’s face and 
having someone come back to the 

opera in the future and saying, 
‘You believed in me when others 
didn’t.’”

The Abduction from the Sera-
glio is an opera that takes place 
in Turkey in the 1700s when a 
man purchases three Europeans 
as slaves from pirates and tries to 
take one of the slaves as his lover. 

Though the production has 
many comedic elements, the show 
explores the relationship between 
men and women and the different 
wealth classes in 18th century Eu-
ropean society.

“Opera as an art form has been 
around since the 1600s but the sto-
ries that exist in opera are very 
similar and unchanging to the re-
lationships that we deal with now,” 
said Benjamin Spierman, the man-
aging director of the Bronx Opera.

“I think it’s important for kids 
to understand just how timeless 
the human condition is and I think 
opera is a great way of teaching 
that.”

The Bronx Opera has been in-
viting school children to the opera 
since 1996 when Lehman College 
asked if the Bronx Opera would 
like to put on a theatrical perfor-
mance for children, according to 

Michael Spierman. From this per-
formance, the Opera-In-Schools 
program was born.

Bronx Opera cast and crew 
from the productions go to schools 
to help introduce the operas, in-
vite the kids to watch a shortened 
version of the piece, give them free 
tickets to watch the full produc-
tion, then go back to their schools 
to answer follow-up questions any 
of the kids may have about the 
shows, according to Spierman.

“We never know what direc-
tion [the discussion] is going to 
take but we’re prepared for any-
thing,” said C. David Morrow, one 
of the performers in The Abduc-
tion from the Seraglio, who also 
attended one of the school visits 
on Tuesday before the children’s 
show.

“Within fi ve minutes the kids 
were asking questions about the 
extreme gender relations in the 
time period compared to today,” 
Morrow continued. “The kids are 
so bright, they don’t miss a thing.”

The Bronx Opera is unique from 
other opera companies because it 
performs all its shows in English, 
a translating process which takes 
anywhere from eight to 12 weeks 

to get to the fi nal script and score 
performed in front of the public, ac-
cording to Ben Spierman.

The Bronx Opera’s full perfor-

mance of Mozart’s The Abduction 
from the Seraglio will be in pro-
duction from January 12 to Janu-
ary 15.

Bronx Opera opens 51st season with Mozart

C. David Morrow as the character Osmin (l) with Bronx native, Daniel Foltz-Morri-
son as the character Pedrillo during a dress rehearsal for Mozart’s The Abduction 
from the Seraglio on Monday, January 7. Photo by Heather Bobeck
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Discount Warehouse
Wine and Spirits

BRING IN THIS AD AND

GET 50 POINTS
($2 OFF) with email sign up

������ ��������

Bring this ad for amazing discounts this week!

We will match printed prices from other 
New York City Liquor stores

* Cash or debit only on featured items. No mix & match on sale items. We will match printed prices from other NewYork City liquor stores. 
Coupon must be present at checkout. Webprices not accepted. Not responsible for typographical errors. Prices Expire 01/21/2018.
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Light & Gold
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will serve as executive offi cer 
of the Patrol Services Bureau.

Pichardo began his career 
in July 1997 as a police cadet 
and two years later became 
a police offi cer patrolling the 
Midtown North Precinct.

He was employed at vari-
ous commands in Patrol Bor-
ough Manhattan North and 
the Offi ce of the Deputy Com-
missioner of Public Informa-
tion.

Pichardo served as execu-
tive offi cer of the 28th Precinct 
and commanding offi cer of the 
33rd and 43rd precincts.

He replaces assistant chief 
Rodney Harrison, current ex-
ecutive offi cer of the Patrol 
Services Bureau and leader 
of the bureau’s Neighborhood 
Policing implementation, who 
will become Chief of Patrol.

On Wednesday, January 
3, William Rivera, Commu-
nity Board 9 district manager, 
wrote a letter of reference to 
Mayor de Blasio crediting 
Pichardo and the 43rd Precinct 
as CB 9’s ‘silent heroes’ known 
for their passion and humility 
in serving the community.

“He’s a perfect fi t for that 
offi ce and we’re going to have 
someone who is very devoted 
to his job and the community 

overseeing this bureau,” ex-
pressed Rivera.

“I am both saddened and 
proud that inspector Fausto 
Pichardo is leaving us, jump-
ing two ranks to a two-star as-
sistant chief and becoming ex-
ecutive offi cer of the NYPD’s 
Patrol Services Bureau,” 
stated Assemblyman Luis Sep-
ulveda. “Our loss of this out-
standing precinct commander 
will be the NYPD’s and the 
city’s gain. I wish him contin-
ued success in his career.”

“We’re very sad to see in-
spector Pichardo leave, but if 
anyone really deserves this 
promotion, it’s him. He’s been 
incredible in the two and a 
half years he’s been command-
ing offi cer,” said Aurora Car-
rion, 43rd Precinct Commu-
nity Council president. “He’s 
a very caring person to his of-
fi cers, the community and the 
precinct community council 
and it’s been a honor working 
with him.”

Carrion hopes Pichardo’s 
successor, who has not been 
named, will continue his open 
door policy and keep crime 
down.

Assistant chief Delatorre, 
a Throggs Neck resident, is 
currently the commanding of-
fi cer of Patrol Borough Staten 

Island. He is being promoted 
to Chief of the Transit Bureau.

He joined the police force 
in November 1979 and has 
worked at many commands in 
the Bronx.

Delatorre became execu-
tive offi cer in the Offi ce of the 
Chief of Department, the Pa-
trol Services Bureau, Patrol 
Borough Bronx, Patrol Bor-
ough Manhattan North, the 
Housing Bureau and the Com-
munity Affairs Bureau.

The newly commisioned 
3-star chief served as com-
manding offi cer for the 42nd 
and 43rd precincts and the Po-
lice Academy. Delatorre was 
the Police Academy’s com-
manding offi cer during the 
September 11, 2001 terrorist at-
tacks and sent his cadets to aid 
recovery and clean-up efforts 
at Ground Zero.

He replaces retiring chief 
of transit Joseph Fox.

Current executive offi cer 
of the Risk Management Bu-
reau deputy chief Hofmann 
will become Chief of Commu-
nity Affairs.

The Bedford Park native is 
the fi rst Hispanic woman in 
the NYPD to be promoted to 
3-star chief.

In October 1987, Hofmann 
started her NYPD career serv-

ing as a police administrative 
aide.

In October 1990, she be-
came a police offi cer employed 
at various commands in Pa-
trol Borough Bronx and Patrol 
Borough Manhattan North.

Hofmann served as execu-
tive offi cer of the 42nd Precinct 
and as commanding offi cer of 
the 25th and 52nd precincts.

She replaces retiring chief 
of community affairs Joanne 
Jaffe.

Current chief of patrol Mo-
nahan will be elevated to Chief 
of Department, the NYPD’s 
highest-uniformed rank.

The Fordham University 
alum joined the NYPD in Jan-
uary 1982 and started his ca-
reer with the 41st Precinct.

His impressive resume 
includes time as the 34th Pre-
cinct’s executive offi cer; com-
manding offi cer of the 34th, 
46th and 48th precincts and of 
the Narcotics Borough Man-
hattan North and executive of-
fi cer of Patrol Borough Bronx 
and the Offi ce of the Chief of 
the Department.

Monahan replaces former 
chief of patrol Carlos Gomez 
who retired last month.

Captain H. Stafford home, 
is located at 95 Pell Street, 
and was a “mail-order” 
house built in 1930 and 
presents an important 
period of technological 
and social innovation in 
the history of American 
housing, according to an 
LPC press release.

While the Bronx Times 
Reporter was unable to 
reach the current own-
ers of the Stafford house 
for comment, the Booth 
homes’ current owners, 
Wesley and Krista Rod-
strom, however, were not 
as excited about the desig-
nation. 

“I really didn’t want it 
to be on the historic reg-
istry because I was told 
it was going to be differ-
ent, that things would 
change,” Wes Rodstrom 
said. “I enjoy historic 
preservation, but I don’t 
want restrictions on my 
home.”

Rodstrom, who pur-
chased the home in 1991, 
said he enjoys the unique-
ness of the house, but has 
been confused about what 
the designation means for 
him as a homeowner.

Rodstrom explained 
Barbara Dolensek, the 
vice president of the City 
Island Civic and Hom-
eowners Association, 
whose own home was 
landmarked in 2000, was 
the one who informed 
him of the deisgnation 
vote and things to expect.

“One of the things that 
they don’t tell you at the 
beginning is that your en-
tire property, your entire 
lot not just the house is 

landmarked, unless they 
make a certain distinc-
tion,” said Dolensek, who 
personally referred her 
own home for landmark-
ing.

“It’s not necessarily a 
bad thing. There’s no evi-
dence that values for the 
property go down,” Dol-
ensek explained. “If it’s 
the whole lot (designated) 
and you want to add or 
change any permament 
stonework or garages on 
the peroperty, you have to 
get LPC approval, which 
is not always diffi cult.”

Rodstrom said the 
only correspondence he 
recalled receiving from 
LPC was a letter chroni-
cling the timeline of the 
designation process that 
had taken place over the 
last six years. 

Rodstrom said he re-
ceived that letter on No-
vember 14, about a week 
and a half before the 
vote occurred, with the 
assumption a represen-
tative from LPC would 
be speaking with them 
in person, but they had 
no further contact with 
LPC.

“I think it’s great that 
the house will always 
stay,” Rodstrom added. 
“But as a homeowner 
it’s like a double edged 
sword.”

The Landmarks Pres-
ervation Commission 
claims that they sent cor-
respondence to the Rod-
stroms from the time 
the home was being con-
sidered in 2009, but had 
never received a response 
either for or against land-
mark status.
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Two City Island homes
receive landmark designations

Assistant chief Delatorre, cur-
rent commanding offi cer of 
Patrol Borough Staten Island, 
will now serve as Chief of the 
Transit Bureau. File Photo

Assemblyman Sepulveda (l) 
with 43rd Precinct command-
ing offi cer inspector Pichardo. 
Pichardo was recently promot-
ed to Assistant Chief and will 
serve as the Patrol Services 
Bureau’s executive offi cer. 
 Photo by Bob Kappstatter

Deputy chief Hofmann, cur-
rent executive offi cer of the 
Risk Management Bureau, will 
become Chief of Community 
Affairs. File Photo

Chief of patrol Terence Monah-
an has been promoted to Chief 
of Department, the NYPD’s 
highest-uniformed rank. 
 Photo courtesy of NYPD

Boro applauds NYPD changes; 
4 promotions have Bronx roots
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ANTIQUES & ESTATE BUYERS

ANTIQUE & ESTATE BUYERS
We buy anything old. One piece or house full. 

WILL TRAVEL. HOUSE CALLS.

ANTIQUE & ESTATE BUYERS
We buy anything old. One piece or house full. 

WILL TRAVEL. HOUSE CALLS.
WILL TRAVEL

ENTIRE
TRI-STATE!

FREE
Estimates!

We Pay $CASH$ For 
Paintings, Clocks, Watches, 
Estate Jewelry & Fine China, 

From Single Items 
to Entire Estates!
Coin & Stamp Collections

Costume Jewelry
Antique Furniture  Lamps
Bronzes  Paintings  Prints

Chinese & Japanese 
Artwork & Porcelain

Sports Collectibles 
Comic Books  Old Toys  Records
Cameras  Sterling Flatware Sets

HUMMELS & LLADROS

ANTIQUES & ESTATE BUYERS

TOP $ PAID
FOR JUDAICA
COLLECTIBLES

HOUSE
CALLS

MOVING orDOWNSIZING?CALL
US!

Top $ Paid
for Antique

Sterling!

Military
Collections

Wanted
Swords,
Knives,

Helmets, etc.

SEE OUR AD EVERY SUNDAY IN THE POST

SAME DAY  
SERVICE  

AVAILABLE

SERVING BRONX 
AND THE ENTIRE  
TRI-STATE AREA

516-974-6528516-974-6528

WILL TRAVEL. WE MAKE HOUSE CALLS.
1029 WEST JERICHO TURNPIKE, SMITHTOWN, L.I.

HOUSE 
CALLS

ASK FOR CHRISTOPHER
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BY SARAH VALENZUELA
While the cause of 

a 7-alarm fi re outside 
Parkchester that injured 23 
people is still under investi-
gation, the community has 
generously responded to their 
fellow Bronxites.

The all-engulfi ng blaze 
that started on the fi rst fl oor 
of the four-story building 
on 1547 Commonwealth Av-
enue awoke residents to thick 
clouds of smoke and fl ame on 
Tuesday, January 2. 

Though every resident of 
the property was accounted 
for and lives were spared, 
many were left homeless, es-
caping with the clothes on 
their backs.

“On the day of the fi re, 
one of our chaplins called 
me and said her aunt lived in 
that building and she was on 
site and the residents needed 
help,” said Bishop Fernando 

Rodriguez, president of the 
Latin African American 
Chaplins Association. 

“I told her to make an as-
sessment of what we need to 
bring, and we came with 43 
coats for adults and children 
and two pairs of sneakers for 
two residents who had to es-
cape without footwear.”

Members of the commu-
nity have been pouring into 
relief efforts, with many local 
organizations and elected of-
fi cials leading the charge.

“Normally you start a new 
year saying okay we’ve got 
some good goals, we’re going 
to do this,” Rodriguez, who 
also oversees the Fellowship 
of Christian Churches Light 
in the Darkness Church, 
added.

“To see these families that 
lost everything and come into 
a new year and have nothing, 
it’s sad and we just want to be 

there for them, however we 
can.”

Rodriguez and newly 
elected Councilman Ruben 
Diaz Sr. started a clothing 
drive after the fi re and have 
since given away 50 pairs of 
pants and shirts and more 
than 60 pairs of socks and un-
derwear.

“One of the family’s grand-
sons contacted me because 
he wanted more information 
about his grandparents who 
were displaced because of the 
fi re,” said Community Board 
9 district manager William 
Rivera.

“He was on military ac-
tive duty and couldn’t make 
it back here and wanted to 
know what was happening.”

The community board has 
helped organize clothing and 
food drives with local elected 
offi cials, like Assemblyman 
Luis Sepúlveda, but said most 

of the groundwork is being 
done by the American Red 
Cross.

“The system is pretty 
good because the Red Cross 
does a pretty good job. We 
act as the liason between the 
community and the people 
who can help them,” Rivera 
said.

As a result of the Com-
monwealth Avenue fi re, the 
Red Cross placed eight fami-
lies with emergency housing 
at local hotels because they 
had nowhere else to go, ac-
cording to Michael de Vulpil-
lieres, the communications 
offi cer for the American Red 
Cross of Greater NY.

Since January 1, the Red 
Cross has helped nearly 100 
people affected by about 20 
incidents in the Bronx alone, 
according to de Vulpillieres.

“I am so thankful that no 
one was seriously hurt,” said 

Sepúlveda in a statement the 
day of the Commonwealth 
fi re. “My heart goes out to 
the victims… now let’s do as 
much as we can to help sur-
vivors.”

The assemblyman’s of-
fi ce, which was still accept-
ing donations for Puerto Ri-
co’s hurricane relief efforts, 
is now packed to the ceiling 
with fi re victims donations.

Relief efforts, however, 
have not stopped at clothing 
and food drives and supply-
ing temporary housing to the 
victims of the Parkchester 
fi re, which happened less 
than a week after the fatal 
fi re on Prospect Avenue.

The FDNY said it has dra-
matically increased its out-
reach to communities with 
their Fire Safety Education 
and GETALARMED NYC 
initiatives, according to an 
FDNY Twitter post.

FDNY also enhanced their 
Juvenile Fire-setter Inter-
vention Program as a direct 
response to the Prospect Av-
enue fi re, which was started 
by a 3-year-old playing with 
the burners on a stove, ac-
cording to the department.

Councilman Ruben Diaz 
Sr., in a letter, suggested 
every apartment building 
have automatic door closers 
installed and urged Mayor 
de Blasio to help make this 
a reality to prevent future 
fi res from spreading through 
buildings so quickly.

CB 9 has also set up Fire 
Safety Seminars and Smoke 
Alarm Registration events 
in Soundview at 7 p.m. on 
Thursday, January 18 in the 
Kips Bay Boys & Girls Club 
and in Parkchester at 7 p.m. 
on Friday, January 19, in 
the Promise Land Covenant 
Church.

Commonwealth Avenue fi re unites community in relief efforts

FDNY crews worked in freezing temperatures for hours as they tried to control the blaze. Photo by Aracelis Batista



7
      B

R
O

N
X

 W
E

E
K

L
Y

 Ja
n

u
a

r
y

 1
4

, 2
0

1
8

 
w

w
w

.B
X

T
im

e
s

.c
o

m

BRIDAL FASHION
KLEINFELD BRIDAL SAMPLE STUDIO
123 West 20th Street, New York, NY 10011 
(2nd fl oor across from Kleinfeld Bridal) 
(917) 388-2341 
www.kleinfeldbridal.com/sample-studio

TUXEDOS
TUXEDO WORLD OF STATEN ISLAND
2791 Richmond Avenue, #6, 
Staten Island, NY 10314, (718) 698-4859 
www.tuxedoworldsi.com

CATERING & VENUES
ATLAS STEAKHOUSE
943 Coney Island Avenue 
off  18th Avenue, Brooklyn, NY
(646) 494-7227, www.AtlasSteak.com
BAY RIDGE MANOR
476 76th Street, Brooklyn
(718) 748-8855
www.bayridgemanor.com
CELEBRATE AT SNUG HARBOR
(718) 442-2700 
www.celebrate-snug.com  
events@celebrate-snug.com
EDIBLE ARRANGEMENTS
133-22 Springfi eld Blvd., (718) 528-3344
158-18 Cross Bay Blvd., (718) 848-3344
1357 Fulton Street, (718) 622-3344
1557 Ralph Avenue, (718) 451-3344
www.ediblearrangements.com/stores/
StoreLocator.aspx
GLEN TERRACE
5313 Avenue N, Brooklyn, (718) 252-4614
GRAND OAKS COUNTRY CLUB
200 Huguenot Avenue, Staten Island
(718) 356–2771, www.grandoaksnyc.com
GRAND PROSPECT HALL
263 Prospect Avenue, Brooklyn 
(718) 788-0777, www.grandprospecthall.com
HUNTERS STEAK HOUSE
9404 Fourth Avenue, Brooklyn, NY 11209 
(718) 238-8899, www.HuntersSteakhouse.com
IL FORNETTO
2902 Emmons Avenue in Brooklyn 
(718) 332-8494
www.ilFornettoRestaurant.com

MARBELLA RESTAURANT
220-33 Northern Boulevard 
Bayside, NY 11361, (718) 423-0100 
www.marbella-restaurant.com
PARADISE CATERING HALL
51 Avenue U, Brooklyn, NY 11223
(718) 372-4352 
www.theparadisecateringhall.com
THE PEARL ROOM
8518 - 3rd Avenue
Brooklyn, NY 11209
(718) 833-6666 
www.pearlroombklyn.com
SCHNITZEL HAUS
7319 5th Avenue, Bay Ridge, NY 11029
(718) 836-5600, www.schnitzelhausny.com
ROCCO’S TACOS
339 Adams Street, Brooklyn, NY 11201
(718) 246-8226, roccostacos.net 
SIRICO’S CATERERS
8015-23 13th Avenue, Brooklyn 
(718) 331-2900, www.siricoscaterers.net
SOTTO 13
5140 West 13th Street, New York, NY
(212) 647-1001, sotto13.com
TERRACE ON THE PARK
52-11 111 Street, Flushing, NY 11368 
(718) 592-5000
www.terraceonthepark.com
THE VANDERBILT AT SOUTH BEACH
300 Father Capodanno Boulevard 
Staten Island, NY, (718) 447-0800 
www.vanderbiltsouthbeach.com

ENTERTAINMENT
CIGARS
ND Cigars Inc. Aka La Casa Grande Cigars
2344 Arthur Avenue, Bronx, NY, 10458
(718) 364-4657,  lcgcigars.com

FAVORS & INVITATIONS
THE BRONX DESIGN GROUP
2914 Westchester Avenue
Bronx, NY 10461
(718) 409-9874, Ext. 106
danielles@bronxdesign.com
UNFORGETTABLE EVENTS
2049 Flatbush Avenue in Brooklyn, 
(718) 377-4535

FLORISTS
FLORAL FANTASY
3031 Quentin Road in Brooklyn, 
(718) 998-7060 or
(800) 566–8380 
www.fl oralfantasyny.com
FLOWERS BY MASSENET
Jamaica, Queens, NY
(347) 724-7044 
(718) 526-3725
HENRY’S FLORIST
8103 Fifth Avenue in Brooklyn 
(800) 543-6797 or 
(718) 238–3838 
www.henrysfl oristweddingevents.com

MARINE FLORIST AND DECORATORS
1995 Flatbush Avenue in Brooklyn 
(800) 447-6730 or (718) 338-3600
www.marinefl orists.com

LIMOUSINE SERVICES
MILA LIMOUSINE CORPORATION
(718) 232-8973, www.milalimo.com
ROMANTIQUE/DOUBLE DIAMOND 
LIMOUSINES
1421-86 Street, Brooklyn, NY, (718) 351-7273
2041-Hylan Boulevard, Staten Island 
(718) 351-7273, www.rddlimos.com
SOPHISTICATED LIMOUSINES
Serving the Tri state area & NJ, (866) 455-5466

PHOTOGRAPHY & VIDEO
FANTASY PHOTOGRAPHY
3031 Quentin Rd., Brooklyn NY,  (718) 998-0949
www.fantasyphotographyandvideo.com
NY PHOTO VIDEO GROUP
1040 Hempstead Turnpike
Franklin Square, NY 11010, (516) 352-3188 
www.nyphotovideogroup.com
info@nyphotovideogroup.com
ONE FINE DAY PHOTOGRAPHERS
459 Pacifi c Street, Massapequa Park 
(516) 690–1320
www.onefi nedayphotographers.com

SALONS
PILO ARTS SALON
8412 3 Avenue, Brooklyn, NY 11209
(718) 748–7411, www.piloarts.com

SERVICES
COSMETIC & LASER CENTER OF BAY RIDGE
9921 4th Avenue, Brooklyn, NY 11209 
(718) 833-2793 or (718) 833-7616 
www.BayRidgeDerm.com
ELITE WEIGHT LOSS
1316 Kings Highway, Brooklyn, NY 11229
(917) 444-3043, EliteWeightLossNY.com
JOSEPH LICHTER, D.D.S.
1420 Avenue P in Brooklyn
(718) 339-7878,  www.josephlichterdds.co
OMNI DENTAL CARE
313 Kings Highway in Brooklyn
(718) 376-8656, www.omnidentalcare.com
THE VEIN CENTER OF THE VASCULAR 
INSTITUTE OF NY
Dr. Natalie Marks
960 - 50 Street, Brooklyn, NY 11219
(718) 438-0067, www.vascularnyc.com

WEDDING CAKES
WHIPPED PASTRY BOUTIQUE-WEDDING CAKES
(718) 858-8088,
www.whippedpastryboutique.com

WEDDING EXPOS
BRIDAL AFFAIR
(718) 317–9701, www.bridalaff air.com

WEDDING INSURANCE
TRI-STATE INSURANCE BROKERAGE
610 Crescent Ave., Bronx 10458
277 Tarrytown Rd., White Plains 10602
(718) 618-7666, ww.tsinsbk.com

TO BE INCLUDED IN THIS DIRECTORY CALL (718) 260–8302



BY SARAH VALENZUELA
If you have visited the 

NYC Health + Hospitals/
Gotham Health center 
in Tremont recently, you 
may have noticed a few big 
changes.

That is because this 
health center was one of fi ve 
health centers citywide to 
receive much needed renova-
tion and revitalization.

“Every New Yorker de-
serves equal access to health 
care, and now, if you wake 
up in Tremont feeling under 
the weather, you don’t need 
to travel to get health care,” 
said interim president and 
CEO if NYC Health + Hos-
pitals, Stanley Brezenoff. 
“Quality care is right in East 
Tremont.”

Funded by the mayor’s 
Caring Neighborhoods Ini-
tiative, the offi cial ribbon 
cutting ceremony on the proj-
ect took place on Tuesday, 
December 12, six months af-
ter $1.2 million in upgrades 
to the facility were started, 
according to a health system 
spokesperson, Bob de Luna.

“The upgrade in technol-
ogy defi nitely is appreciated, 

but the cosmetic upgrades 
are more important for pa-
tients,” said Dr. John Magu-
ire, who has been serving 
patients at this facility since 
2002.

“For a lot of people’s ex-
periences, particularly for 
the people we serve, who 
are mostly uninsured or on 
Medicaid, some might not 
always think they’re getting 
the best of care [because of 
the physical appearance of 

some places,]” explained Dr. 
Maguire.

“Coming into an offi ce 
that looks like a “real doc-
tor’s offi ce” and has modern 
stuff is reassuring for pa-
tients.”

Located on 1826 Arthur 
Avenue, the community 
health center’s renovations 
included new layouts for 13 
upgraded exam rooms, new 
medical equipment and fur-
niture, and “an uplifting dé-

cor to create a welcoming en-
vironment,” according to a 
press release sent out by the 
health system.

“As a provider, the up-
grades were signifi cant in 
that the city and Health + 
Hospitals were making a 
commitment to this prac-
tice and to this facility,” said 
Dr. Maguire. “It’s like well 
they’re not going to be pour-
ing tons of money into the 
place if it’s not going to be an 

ongoing commitment.”
With the gradual imple-

mentation of newer technol-
ogy to help with patient care, 
staff has received training 
to use the newer gizmos and 
gadgets.

“Updating medical fa-
cilities is defi nitely part of 
the care people receive,” Dr. 
Maguire added. “We need to 
have the latest in facilities 
and technology.”

“While medical care can 

happen without those things 
present, it does make it more 
challenging.”

Some of the new technol-
ogy and workstation upgrades 
coming is the implementation 
of tablets to create a different 
patient to provider connection, 
according to Dr. Maguire.

“It’s a universally frustrat-
ing situation when the patient 
says something and doctors 
have to turn their back to 
type on their computers,” Dr. 
Maguire explained. “It’s like 
what are they doing? Are they 
checking their email? Are 
they on Facebook?”

With the renovations, the 
health system expects to pro-
vide care for 7,360 patients an-
nually at this facility, accord-
ing to de Luna.

The total funding for the 
initiative, about $40 million, 
also included the creation of 
two brand new facilities in 
Brooklyn and Staten Island, 
according to the health sys-
tem.

“While funding from the 
Caring Neighborhoods Initia-
tive has been exhausted, our 
commitment to primary care 
is ongoing,” said de Luna.

HON. FIORDALIZA A. RODRIGUEZ
JUDGE OF THE FAMILY COURT

 The Bronx Family Court is a special 
place in many ways. Some say it is very 
unique because of how diverse the popu-
lation and work force is. Others say it is a 
great place to work. It is there where this 
feel-good story begins and I believe it will 
warm up your heart.

Court offi cer ‘Peach’ McClory has been 
working in the Bronx Family Court since 
October 1995. He is well known in the build-
ing by his nickname and it is the reason be-
hind the name of the Toy for Tots Program.     

This grassroots program was started by 
Peach after his affi liation with the group 
LatinosNYC.  LatinosNYC is a non-profi t 
organization of poets that helps the less for-
tunate in the New York City area.  Peach 
started performing poetry in 2011 with the 
organization that meets the third Saturday 
of every month. After the performance, the 
poets ask for donations.

Peach has been collecting toys and mon-
etary donations for the Toys for Tots Pro-
gram for the last fi ve years. Last year, Peach 

collected over $600 that he used to buy toys 
for over 250 children. He gives the toys in 
celebration of Three Kings Day.  

Up until last year, the toys went to the 
Harlem Citizens Daycare and a women’s 
domestic violence shelter where 80% of the 
children have different stages of involve-
ment with the NYC Children’s Services (for-
merly known as Administration for Chil-
dren’s Services). The toys were unwrapped 
and were distributed during a celebration. 
He told the story of the three kings and the 
children came in with thank you cards and 
picked a toy. If a child could not make it to 
the celebration, Peach made sure there were 
extra toys left behind for the child to pick up 
at a later time.  

This year, Peach has expanded the toy 
distribution to also include the Healthy 
Family South Bronx Organization, the Chil-
dren’s Center in the Bronx Family Court, 
the Latino Court Offi cer Association who 
will give toys to children in Puerto Rico and 
to the PATH shelter facility at East 151st 
Street. LatinosNYC will conduct the distri-
bution to the Harlem Citizens Daycare and 

the domestic violence shelter.
Peach says that the Toy for Tot’s Pro-

gram is not a hard job to do as the gener-
osity from the Bronx Family courthouse is 
great. If it wasn’t for them, his job would be 
a lot harder. Peach loves to see the smile in 
the children’s faces and plans to continue 
the toy collection as long as there is a child 
in need. He believes that it is our respon-
sibility to help build each other up and to 
pass it on. Peach modestly says: “I am just a 
person facilitating the gift giving.” He says: 
“my gift is being able to give and be blessed 
enough to be in a position with generous co-
workers that help year after year.” He adds: 
“Being able to work here is a gift in itself.”

Years ago, Peach was involved in the ju-
venile system and turned his life around. 
He mentors/talks to kids regularly to teach 
them “he is proof positive that you can make 
a conscious decision to make a change be-
cause although you cannot afford a new be-
ginning, you can start right now and write 
a brand new ending.” 

In May 2016, Peach was recognized by 
the courts for his community service and 

was given the Judith S. Kaye Service Award 
at the annual Law Day Celebration in Al-
bany. He attributes his public service infl u-
ence to his wife, Jessica Brenes, a New York 
Family Court Referee. 

Peach is a spoken word artist and has 
published a book called ‘Rooftop Refl ec-
tions...Lessons Learned from the Outside 
Looking In.’ He is working on another book 
that will hit the bookstores in April 2018.  
Peach can be contacted in the Bronx Fam-
ily Court or at jampeach@aol.com.
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Court Offi cer ‘Peach’ McClory.

FROM THE BRONX COURTHOUSE: 
A ‘peachy’ feel-good story

NYC Health + Hospitals/Gotham Health, David Marin (l) joins Drs. Michelen and Maguire; Bill Foley, Senior VP, NYC Health + Hospitals; Dr. 
Jane Bedell, assistant commissioner, DOHMH along with assemblymen Michael Blake and Victor Pichardo. Photo courtesy of NYC Health + 
Hospitals

Revitalized health center in Tremont attracts more patients
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*Terms and conditions apply. For a complete list of benef its and discounts, visit www.yankees.com/universe. 
A portion of Yankees Universe proceeds goes to the Yankees Universe Fund at Memorial Sloan Kettering Cancer Center.

For more information on 2018 packages:

Call (800) GO-YANKS or visit WWW.YANKEES.COM/UNIVERSE.

2018

EXPLOREREXPLORER

MVP

2018

GOLF

2018

ROOKIE

2018

• Yankees Universe Baby Package

• FOUR (4) FIELD LEVEL TICKETS -     
 to a select 2018 regular season home 
 game* 
• Nike Short Sleeve T-shirt
• JBL In-Ear Headphones
• Tervis Water Bottle
• All the Rookie Package benefits included,    
 excluding the 200 Level tickets.
• MUCH MORE – see website for details!

• TWO (2) 100 LEVEL TICKETS - 
 to a select 2018 regular season home 
 game* 
• New York Yankees Golf Head Cover
• New York Yankees Golf Towel
• New York Yankees Golf Umbrella
• MUCH MORE – see website for details!

• TWO (2) 200 LEVEL TICKETS -  
 to a select 2018 regular season home  
 game* 
• New Era Trucker Hat
• Aaron Judge Bobblehead
• Sunglasses
• MUCH MORE – see website for details!

• TWO (2) GRANDSTAND TICKETS - 
 to a select 2018 regular season home 
 game* 
• Welcome Letter
• 2018 MLB.com® Gameday Audio
• MUCH MORE – see website for details!

$295 $59.95

$99.95 $19.95





try to fi nd somebody that 
will,” Miura added.

“We’re always trying to 
put the word out there that 
this is what we do, we’re a 
one-stop-shop.”

Catherine Kilby, a 
Bronx native and longtime 
resident of Pelham Park-
way, said when she visited 
the offi ce for help with her 
housing problems she was 
directed to NIDC’s tenant 
advocacy program.

“I’m the type of person 
that’s very skeptical, I don’t 
trust people,” said Kilby, 
who lives alone and has 
had issues paying her rent 
because she is disabled and 
her income is far less than 
her rent, which is expected 
to increase shortly. 

“I have an Adult Protec-
tive Services worker and 
I needed assitance paying 
rent, but nobody was doing 
nothing. NIDC helped me 
more than anybody.”

Kilby’s case is still pend-
ing, but when it is resolved, 
she will probably secure a 
SEPS (Special Exit and Pre-
vention Supplement) grant 
and fi nish getting the nec-
essary work done to remove 
the bedbugs in her apart-
ment.

“Navigating housing is-
sues can be a complicated 
matter, which is why I’ve 
partnered with NIDC to of-
fer tenants in my district 
assistance with the many 
challenges they face on a 
daily basis,” said Klein.

“I encourage any tenants 
in my district who are fac-

ing diffi culties with their 
housing situation to contact 
my offi ce for help.”

In addition, the NIDC 
representative at the Ten-
ant Advocacy Hours has 
also helped Kilby with other 
aspects of her living situa-
tion, like helping her with 
problems she was having 
with food stamps, accord-
ing to Kilby. 

“The biggest thing is 
when we can resolve some-
body’s problem,” Miura 
said.

“People come to us and 
sometimes their issues are 
very tiny, like they have a 
faucet that’s leaking. We 
get the super to go in and 
fi x that and that’s great but 

to them it’s the world.”
As an organization, the 

NIDC helps about 600 peo-
ple a year, based on those 
who go to their drop in 
hours at their headquar-
ters, according to Miura. 

This estimate, however, 
doesn’t include the num-
ber of people they help 
through its outreach pro-
grams.

“The cases we get [at 
Tenant Advocacy Offi ce 
Hours] are really tough 
cases to handle,” Miura 
explained.

“These cases usually 
involve going to housing 
court, which can be time 
consumming, depending 
on the issue,” she said.
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from Page 1

BY ROBERT WIRSING
A new novel takes read-

ers on an nostalgia trip to 
a bygone Bronx.

Paul Thaler, formerly 
of West Tremont before 
moving to Riverdale 25 
years ago, is the author of 
the critically acclaimed 
non-fi ction books, ‘The 
Spectacle: Media and the 
Making of the OJ Simpson 
Story’ and ‘The Watchful 
Eye: American Justice in 
the Age of the Television 
Trial.’

As a former journal-
ist and media commen-
tator for many national 
publications and network 
programs including CBS 
News, CNN, HBO Docu-
mentaries and MSNBC, 
Thaler has now found 
success with his fi rst-ever 
novel, ‘Bronxland.’

Set in the early 1960s, 
the semi-autobiographi-
cal novel follows 13-year-
old Paul Wolfenthal’s life 
growing up in the Bronx 
featuring historical 
events and fi gures of the 
era.

While dealing with 
sadistic bullies, falling 
in lust with his beauti-
ful Marilyn Monroe-like 
teacher and losing the 
love of his young life to 
his competition, Wolfen-
thal fi nds solace in his 
heroes which include his 
dad, his elder brother 
Fred, his teacher Mr. P. 
and the legendary John F. 
Kennedy and Harry Hou-
dini.

The adventurous teen 
tours the Bronx on his 
red Schwinn bike visit-

ing such iconic locales 
as the Grand Concourse 
and Tremont, Yankee 
Stadium, Alexander’s 
Department Store, the 
Loew’s Paradise Theatre 
and JFK’s early child-
hood home in Riverdale 
in his pursuit of fi nding 
the good in an often grim 
world.

The reader experiences 
Wolfenthal’s daily life 
set to the backdrop of the 
Cold War, an abduction of 
a neighborhood child and 
JFK’s assassination. 

Thaler said his novel 
creatively explores the 
interplay of the imagina-
tion’s aspirational and 
dark sides in a relatable 
journey.

“We all go through 
childhood and adolescence 
and many of us share these 
same feelings during those 
times in our lives,” he ex-
plained.

Bronxland was re-
leased on October 14, 2017 
to highly favorable reviews 
on Amazon and was voted 
the Best Historical Com-

ing of Age Book on Goo-
dReads.com.

Surprisingly, Thaler’s 
novel started as a memoir 
when he initially wrote it 
fi ve years ago, but changed 
direction after a friend 
suggested converting it 
into a novel.

Thaler explained that 
doing so would give Bronx-
land better appeal and con-
nect with readers.

It was during Bronx-
land’s launch that he would 
see how impactful this al-
teration would prove.

“It was amazing to see 
how many memories it 
triggered in people who’ve 
read the novel and remem-
bered visiting and seeing 
all of these locations fea-
tured in it,” he expressed.

Thaler cites Herman 
Wouk, the author of the 
Pulitzer Prize winning 
novel ‘The Caine Mutiny,’ 
as one of his literary inspi-
rations.

“It has been a labor of 
love writing Bronxland 
and the process itself has 
stirred up these dormant 
memories allowing me to 
relive those times,” shared 
Thaler. 

Thaler will host a 
Bronxland reading on Sat-
urday, January 27 from 2 to 
4 p.m. at Yonker’s Barnes 
and Noble on 2614 Central 
Park Avenue.

Bronxland is available 
via Amazon, www.barne-
sandnoble.com and www.
blackopalbooks.com.

For additional infor-
mation, visit www.insta-
gram.com/bronxlandthe-
novel.

Thaler pens fi rst adventure novel

‘Bronxland’ is a semi-autobiographical coming of age novel set against historical events and fi gures 
of the early 1960s. Photo courtesy of Paul Thaler

Paul Thaler     Photo courtesy of 
Paul Thaler

NIDC helps residents through 
Klein-funded program

Catherine Kilby (l) with her grand daughter. 
 Photo courtesy of Catherine Kilby
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TOP DRIVER DISTRACTIONS
ADVERTORIAL

Using mobile phones
Leading the list of the 

top distractions behind the 
wheel are mobile phones. 
Phones now do more than 
just place calls, and driv-
ers often cannot pull away 
from their phones, even 
when driving. According to 
the California Department 
of Motor Vehicles, studies 
have shown that driving 
performance is lowered 
and the level of distraction 
is higher for drivers who 
are heavily engaged in cell 

phone conversations. The 
use of a hands-free device 
does not lower distraction 
levels. The percentage of 
vehicle crashes and near-
crashes attributed to di-
aling is nearly identical 
to the number associated 
with talking or listening. 

Daydreaming
Many people will admit 

to daydreaming behind 
the wheel or looking at a 
person or object outside of 
the car  for too long. Per-

haps they’re checking out 
a house in a new neighbor-
hood or thought they saw 
someone they knew on the 
street corner. It can be easy 
to veer into the direction 
your eyes are focused, caus-
ing an accident. In addition 
to trying to stay focused on 
the road, some drivers pre-
fer the help of lane depar-
ture warning systems.

Eating
Those who haven’t quite 

mastered walking and 

chewing gum at the same 
time may want to avoid 
eating while driving. The 
majority of foods require a 
person’s hands to be taken 
off of the wheel and their 
eyes to be diverted from the 
road. Reaching in the back 
seat to share some French 
fries with the kids is also 
distracting. 

Try to eat meals before 
getting in the car. For 
those who must snack 
while en route, take a 
moment to pull over at 

a rest area and spend 10
minutes snacking there 
before resuming the
trip.

Reading
Glancing at an adver-

tisement, updating a Fa-
cebook status or reading
a book are all activities 
that should be avoided 
when driving. Even pour-
ing over a traffic map or 
consulting the digital 
display of a GPS system 
can be distracting.


