
BY PATRICK ROCCHIO
An idea that would increase 

parking in a Bronx community 
may be taking shape. 

Community leaders are meet-
ing and advocating for decking 
over the Bruckner Expressway 
from between Logan/Crosby av-
enues and East Tremont Avenue. 
Revere and Hollywood avenues 
are also being considered. 

The decking proposal has been 
before Community Board 10 in re-
cent years and is presently being 
championed by the Waterbury-
LaSalle Community Association, 
which recently joined CB 10 board 

members at a meeting with Con-
gressman Joseph Crowley to dis-
cuss the matter. 

The idea would be to cover over 
part of the expressway to create 
more parking for the shopping 
area that is part of the newly form-
ing Throggs Neck Business Im-
provement District (along the East 
Tremont Avenue and Bruckner 
Boulevard), said John Marano, 
former CB 10 chairman and cur-
rent board member. 

“We cannot just keep building 
and building and not have appro-
priate parking and infrastruc-

BY SARAH VALENZUELA
In less than a week, two cata-

strophic fi res ripped through 
Tremont and Stratton Park.

On Thursday, December 28, a 
little before 7 p.m. police and fi re-
fi ghters responded to a 911 call 
about a fi re in an apartment build-
ing at 2363 Prospect Avenue.

Though emergency crews ar-
rived about three minutes after re-
ceiving the call, the blaze claimed 
the lives of 12 people including 
four children, a teenager and a re-
cently enlisted Army recruit.

“We have people who have lost 
their lives, lost their homes, lost 
everything,” said FDNY Commis-
sioner Daniel Nigro of the multi-
ple-alarm fi re.

“Our members bravely entered 
the building and did everything 
they could and did save a number 
of residents, this loss is unprec-
edented.”

The accident has been called 
the deadliest fi re in New York 
City since the Happy Lands fi re 
in 1990.

After investigation, fi re mar-
shals discovered the blaze was 
caused by a 3-year-old boy playing 
with the burners on the stove of a 
fi rst fl oor apartment. 

The toddler, who had a history 
of playing with the stove, alerted 
his mother to the fi re he started 
with a scream and when she real-
ized when happened she left her 
apartment with the 3-year-old and 
her other 2-year-old child and left 
the door open, according to Com-
missioner Nigro.

The fi re spread quickly 
through the doorway and up the 
staircase, trapping some tenants 
in thick smoke and fi re while 
others were able to reach the fi re 
escape in nothing more but the 
clothes on their backs, according 
to the commissioner.

“This is an awful tragedy that 

BY ROBERT WIRSING
Police are seeking help in solv-

ing a fatal drive-by double shoot-
ing that occurred outside a Bronx 
catering hall. 

According to a NYPD spokes-
man, 49th Precinct police offi cers 
responded to a call of a male shot 
on Thursday, December 28 at 12:30 
a.m. at Bronxdale Avenue and 
Kinsella Street.

Upon arrival, police discov-
ered two teenage males with gun-

shot wounds on the sidewalk in 
front of Maestro’s Caterers at 1703 
Bronxdale Avenue.

The fi rst victim, Sincear Wil-
liams, a 16-year-old Clason Point 
resident, sustained a gunshot 
wound to his neck and was found 
unconscious and unresponsive at 
the scene.

EMS transported the Harry S. 
Truman High School sophomore 
to Jacobi Hospital where he was 
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1 dead, 1 injured at 
Sweet 16 celebration

First Bronx Baby Born

GUNFIRE ENDS
TEEN’S PARTY

Fires kill 
12, injures 

dozens

Lincoln Hospital’s fi rst baby of the New Year was also the fi rst born in the 
Bronx, the second baby born in NYC and the fi rst born in all of the 11 NYC 
Health + Hospitals citywide. Baby boy Brysen Durate Rivera was born on 
Monday, January 1 at 12:23 a.m. to mother Brooklyn Rivera. He weighed in 
at 3 pounds 7.2 ounces and is doing well in the hospital’s Neotnatal ICU.  

Photo courtesy of Lincoln Hospital

Com’ty leaders, Crowley discuss 
Bruckner Exp. decking proposal
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POT of GOLD
Sherbee Antiques is a family-owned business that has been serving the tri-
state area for over 60 years. We buy from the full contents of homes and 
estates to single items. We specialize in high-end goods such as antiques, 
art, fine porcelain, lighting, bronzes and sculptures. We have particular 

interest in fine jewelry, timepieces, diamonds, gold and silver. 

If you call we will come to you, free of charge, and evaluate what you are selling. 
We know the value of your possessions and are willing to pay top dollar on the 
spot. Please feel free to call seven days a week for a free same day consultation.

You may be sitting on a large fortune. 
Call Sherbee Antiques. They’ll tell you how much.

CALL TODAY 917-748-7622 OR 718-762-7448 
You’ll be glad you did.

Sherbee Antiques
Est. 1940

C.O.D.

Prompt Delivery • Easy Online Ordering
Metered Delivery • Premium Heating Oil

www.CODOIL.com 
*Cannot combine with any other offers.

Lic. #74-1810078

(718) 354-3834

PAY C.O.D. PRICES & SAVE!!*

*Mention this ad 
when you place your 
order and receive an 

additional 3¢ off 
per gallon 

Refer a new customer 
to us and take an 
additional 3¢ off 

per gallon 
on your next order 

BY SARAH VALENZUELA
Community Board 7 hired 

its fi fth district manager in 
fi ve years. 

On Tuesday, December 19, 
the board voted 16 to 3 with 
nine abstentions to approve 
Ischia Bravo as its latest dis-
trict manager. 

However, her hiring came 
with some controversy.

“I’m happy that people 
are aware there’s a change 
in the district manager posi-
tion and that there’s someone 
here now,” said Bravo, who 
has been an on and off mem-
ber of the community board.

“I think the [board] back-
lash wasn’t so much against 
me. I think they had had 
an issue with what they as-
sumed is a lack of transpar-
ency [in the process to select 
new district manager],” she 
rationalized.

According to one CB 7 
member, the process for se-
lecting the district manager 
was the exclusive  responsi-
bility of the executive com-
mittee of the board. It picked 
the fi nal applicant, though 
some members of that 
committee were excluded 
from the process this time 
around. 

However other board 
members had a different take 
on the DM voting process. 
The way the process is sup-
posed to run is once resumes 
for the position are received, 
the search committee picks 
the top fi ve candidates and 
then rates them after they 
are interviewed, according to 
one member.

From that group, two are 

selected to go before the ex-
ecutive committee, which is 
comprised of the chairs of all 
the board committees, who 
then selects a fi nalist, that is 
presented before the board 
for an up or down vote, ac-
cording to the member.

“I think the abstentions 
were more upset about what 
they consider a non-transpar-
ent process versus me. These 
board members didn’t know 
me,” Bravo explained. 

“It’s not the full board 
that gets to weigh in on the 
fi nalists for DM and I think 
they had an issue with that. 
Mostly new members [of the 
board] and rightfully so. I 
think that the process needs 
to be thoroughly explained 
before these things happen 
so they can be aware,” Bravo 
said.

Bravo was born and 
raised in the Kingsbridge 
area where she currently still 
resides. 

In 2016 she ran a failed 
Democratic Party primary 
race for NYS assembly 
against Assemblyman Jose 
Rivera. 

But her career in politics 
extends much further back, 
which raised some concern 
over her hiring, as it pre-
sented a confl ict of interest 
to some because the staff of 
elected offi cials are not al-
lowed to serve on community 
boards.

“I served on the board, 
[but] not consecutively [be-
cause of different professions 
positions I previously held], 
for a period of 6 to 8 years, 
possibly more.”

Bravo’s resume included 
a stint as executive direc-
tor of the Bronx Democratic 
County Committee, the chief 
of staff for Senator Jose Ser-
rano and a member of the 
52nd Precinct’s Community 
Council.

“I know this community 
like the back of my hand. 
I’m honored and humbled 
to serve as the new district 
manager of the community 
board. Being in board 7 will 
give me the opportunity to 
continue serving the commu-
nity because public service is 
very important to me,” Bravo 
added. 

“My focus now is the 
board, its members and the 
agenda and to move forward. 
It’s nothing political. This is 
strictly community, rolling 
up my sleeves, and putting in 
the work.”

Her relationship with dif-
ferent local and government 
individuals and agencies, 
Bravo said, can help advance 
some of the community 
board’s agenda.

“I’m looking forward to 
working with the new DM 
and we’ll all be working to 
serve the community the best 
way we can,” said Adaline 
Walker Santiago, chair of CB 
7. “She’s been on the board 
twice before and I know her. 
I’m pretty sure that she’ll 
step up to the plate and do a 
good job.”

Bravo replaces Andrew 
Sandler, who passed away 
August 2017 from cancer. 

She will begin offi cially 
as the new district manager 
at the end of January.

CB 7 selects Ischia Bravo 
as new district manager

(L-r) Adaline Walker Santiago, chair of CB 7, with Ischia Bravo, new district manager. 
 Photo courtesy of Adaline Walker Santiago
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Health care has been in the headlines a lot lately. What does it mean 
to you? At MetroPlus, getting affordable health insurance for your family 

doesn’t have to be complicated. Thanks to all the new MetroPlus Community 
Offi ces, chances are we’re not far from you. We’re everywhere from the 

Staten Island Mall to Parkchester in the Bronx. Sunset Park in Brooklyn 
to Skyview Mall in Queens. For a full list of neighborhood locations, visit 

metroplus.org. Drop in for a visit! And yes, you can bring the kids!

WE’RE IN YOUR NEIGHBORHOOD

Pick up kids from school
Buy Groceries
Get Health Care

Enrollment ends january 31



has cost 12 people their lives, 
including a toddler, and has 
left multiple families home-
less, during the coldest part 
of the year,” said Borough 
President Ruben Diaz, Jr. 
“In times like this, we must 
come together and help one 
another as best as we can, 
as a community.”

“Considering the cold 
weather conditions and the 
devastation the fi re left be-
hind, every little bit of help 
matters,” Diaz Jr. contin-
ued. “Please keep the vic-
tims and their families in 
your prayers.”

Over the New Year’s 
Eve weekend, the mayor’s 
offi ce, in partnership with 
the NYPD, FDNY, OEM, the 
borough president’s offi ce, 
and other local agencies 
and elected offi cials held a 
coat and clothing drive for 
the victims of this fi re.

“This neighborhood has 
a history of seeing devastat-
ing fi res,” said Councilman 
Ritchie Torres, who also 
held a household item drive 
to collect canned food and 
hygiene products that same 
weekend for victims.

“Please know the com-
munity supports you [the 
residents and their families] 
whole heartedly and we are 
here for you in whatever 
way we can,” Torres contin-
ued. “This is a trauma and 
tragedy for the Bronx fam-
ily.”

Five days after the fi re on 
Prospect Avenue, on Tues-
day, January 2, a 7-alarm 
fi re broke out in a building 
at 1547 Commonwealth Av-
enue, off East Tremont Av-

enue around 5:30 a.m.
While no deaths were re-

ported, 23 people including 
9 children and a fi refi ghter 
were injured but are ex-
pected to be okay, according 
to Commissioner Nigro.

While the investigation 
on the cause of this fi re is 
ongoing, residents specu-
late the fi re started on the 
fi rst fl oor, which is occupied 
by a furniture store.

The American Red 
Cross assisted 14 families 
from the fi re on Prospect 
Avenue, with four receiving 
emergency housing, and 12 
families from the fi re on 
Commonwealth Avenue, 
with eight families receiv-
ing emergency housing, 
according to Michael de 
Vulpillieres, the communi-
cations offi cer of the Ameri-
can Red Cross of Greater 
NY.

Since Christmas Eve, 
the Red Cross has helped 
193 people in 19 separate 
incidents in the Bronx, ac-
cording to de Vulpillieres.

Last year around the 
same time, the Red Cross 
assisted 45 people in 12 inci-
dents in the Bronx.

pronounced deceased.
The second victim, an 

unidentifi ed 17-year-old, 
suffered a gunshot wound 
to his left arm and was 
transported to Jacobi Hos-
pital in stable condition.

As of press time, no ar-
rests have been made and 
no suspects were identifi ed 
in this ongoing investiga-
tion.

Police could not say at 
this time whether the vic-
tims were guests or party 
crashers, or were just by-
standers. 

Emergency Service Unit 
and 49th Precinct police of-
fi cers were investigating the 
scene in front at Bronxdale 
Avenue between Van Nest 
and Morris Park avenues 
on Thursday morning and 
afternoon.

According to published 
reports, a Sweet 16 party 
had just concluded at the 
catering hall when a fi ght 
broke out just prior to the 
drive-by shooting.

Police did not confi rm 
what started the argu-
ment or if Williams and the 
17-year-old victim were the 
intended targets.

“Maestro’s Caterers is 
a family owned business 
which has been a part of 
the Bronx community for 
many years and has hosted 
many Sweet 16 parties and 
nothing of this nature has 
ever occurred,” stated a 
Maestro’s Caterers spokes-
man. 

“Our condolences go out 
to the families of those in-
volved in that night’s hor-
rifi c act of violence. We are 
fully cooperating with au-
thorities in their investiga-
tion, ” he concluded.

“Maestro’s is such a 
well-known and respected 
establishment. Our commu-
nity hates to see any kind of 
tragedy happen anywhere 
near there,” expressed Jo-
seph Thompson, 49th Pre-
cinct Community Council 
president. “To my knowl-
edge, the 49th Precinct is 
doing its best to solve this 
case.”

Thompson added Mae-
stro’s is a community-
minded business that is al-
ways the fi rst to help.

 The business is the 
sponsor of the yearly 49th 
Precinct Community Lead-
ers Awards and has donated 
turkeys for the 49th Pre-
cinct Community Council’s 
holiday food drive every 
year.

“Here’s yet another 
senseless killing caused by 
gun violence which impacts 
the lives of the victims, 
their families and our com-
munity,” said Councilman 

Mark Gjonaj. “One life lost 
is always one too many and 
instances such as these re-
mind us that we need to be 
vigilant of our surround-
ings and work harder to 
remove guns from our 
streets.”

A fond patron of Mae-
stro’s, Gjonaj said he will 
continue to host his annual 
Senior Tea Party, holiday 
and wedding celebrations 
there.

“These shootings won’t 
tarnish Maestro’s reputa-
tion as this could have hap-
pened anywhere,” he said.

“It’s very upsetting that 
this tragedy happened right 
on our community’s door-
step. Our hearts go out to 
the victims and their fami-
lies during this incredibly 
diffi cult time,” expressed 
Al D’Angelo, Morris Park 
Community Association 
president.

D’Angelo said MPCA’s 
Neighborhood Patrol is 
working with residents to 
obtain any information 
that can aid police in their 
investigation.

Williams will be waked 
on Monday, January 8 and 
Tuesday, January 9 from 4 
to 9 p.m. at Eternity Funeral 
Services on 725 E. Gun Hill 
Road.

A GoFundMe page has 
been established to help 
Williams’ family cover fu-
neral expenses.

If interested in donating, 
visit www.gofundme.com/
in-loving-memory-of-sin.

Anyone with informa-
tion is asked to call Crime 
Stoppers at (800) 577-TIPS 
or the 49th Precinct Detec-
tive Squad at (718) 918-2038. 
All calls are kept strictly 
confi dential.
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Gunfi re ends teen’s party;1 dead, 
1 injured at Sweet 16 celebration 

Sincear Williams, 16, was fatally 
shot outside of Maestro’s Ca-
terers. 
 Photo courtesy of Facebook

Fires kill 12, injures dozens of residents

The building at 2363 Prospect 
Avenue remains evacuated 
with windows boarded and 
crews worked to clear debris. 
 Photo by Edwin Soto

One day after the 7-alarm fi re at 1547 Commonwealth Avenue, emergency crews remained at the 
scene. Photo by Edwin Soto

www.bxtimes.com
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Wine & Liquor Superstore
815 Hutchinson River 

Parkway, 
Bronx, NY 10465

718-684-1481
VISIT US FOR MORE IN STORE DEALS

* All these prices must be cash or debit. No mix & match on sale items. We will match printed prices from other NYC liquor stores. Prices valid only with fl yer.
Coupon must be present at checkout. Webprices not accepted. Not responsible for typographical errors. Sale prices valid one week only. Expires 01/11.

Visit our location for our collection of fine wine. Give a gift of good taste.
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Ruffi no 
Ducale 
Tan
750ml

$1999

$599

$5399
CASE OF 12

C
ha

m
pa

gn
e Korbel

Brut
750ml

Limited 
Time Only

$1133

G.H 
Mumm 
Grand
With 2 Flutes

$3999

Dom
Perignon 
Vintage 
2009
Free Engraving

$13999
Each

Veuve 
Cliquot 
Brut

$4399

La Marca 
Prosecco

$1499

Andre 
Sparkling

$595

$1734
3 FOR

L
iq

uo
r

Chivas 18 Year
                     1.75L

$9999

Legendary 
Sauvignon 
Blanc
750ml

Each
$1099

$5999
CASE OF 6

Ruffi no 
Chianti
1.5L

Each
$899

$4599
CASE OF 6

Frontera
Cab/Merlot & 
Chardonay
  1.5L

Each

Santa Rita
Cab Sauv 
Coleccion 
Privada

$499

$699

$3699
CASE OF 6

Woodbridge 
White Zin
   1.5L

Each

Martell VS
                     750ml

$3999

Absolut Vodka
                     1.75L

$2999

Kahlua
                  1.75L

$2999

Espolon Tequila

$4484

Jack Daniel
         Black
                  1.75L

$4175

CASH ONLY

Prices 
only valid 
with fl yer.
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BY SARAH VALENZUELA
The Morris Park Community 

Association patrol is hitting the 
road in style.

The MPCA, one of the few re-
maining community associations 
in the Bronx that still conduct 
their own community patrols, re-
ceived new wheels. 

While the MPCA provides 
many community services, pa-
trolling their neighborhood year 
round to help keep it safe is a task 
they have committed themselves 
to for 40 years.

Their new patrol car, a Lincoln 
MKZ, has added pizzazz to the job 
they have been doing out of love 
and commitment for their neigh-
borhood.

“Our other [patrol] cars are 
2005s and they do a lot of street 
driving so it was time for a 
change,” said Al D’Angelo, presi-
dent of MPCA. 

“Without the cars we can’t go 
on patrol and without the patrol, 
the community’s safety would suf-
fer,” D’Angelo added.

The association has over 25 vol-
unteers who range in age from 26 
to the 70s.

“They all know us, the kids 
know us,” said Frank Agovino, 

the group’s fi rst vice president 
and one of the founding members 
of the neighborhood patrol.

“When [residents] need help, 
they wave us down.  When people 
are sick, we get the ambulance 
there,” Agovino explained.

Patrols used to be run from the 
morning until after midnight, but 
now they are mostly conducted 
during the daytime.

The association’s patrol pro-
vides the neighborhood with a 
wide range of assistance, from 
alerting the 49th Precinct to a 
robbery, passing along a noise 
complaint or simply to lend a 
helping hand to someone in need, 
according to the MPCA, but they 
never take matters into their own 
hands.

Although they are independent 
from the local police precinct, 
the MPCA works closely with the 
NYPD and other local emergency 
agencies, according to the organiz-
ers.

“We help the neighborhood and 
once the police come, we leave be-
cause we don’t want to interfere 
with their job, we’re just the ‘eyes 
and ears’ [of the community],” Ag-
ovino explained.

The money for the new cars was 

allocated by Senator Jeff Klein 
who was born and raised and still 
lives in Morris Park.

“The Morris Park Community 
Association has been around for 
years and I think it’s important,” 
said Klein. “It just keeps people 
peace of mind that there’s an ac-
tive patrol of people from the com-
munity keeping them safe.”

The senator’s $100,000 grant 

paid for two cars. The association 
already has one of those cars in 
their possession and will receive 
the second car sometime in 2018 
pending the rebate allowance 
from the fi rst car.

The MPCA originally planned 
to purchase Ford models with the 
grant money, but the dealer they 
went to for the cars was able to get 
them Lincolns for about the same 

price as the Fords they were look-
ing at, according to D’Angelo.

“Jeff Klein’s always been on 
top of helping this community and 
especially this association,” re-
marked D’Angelo.

“I said ‘Look at this! The Mor-
ris Park Association driving 
around in Lincolns’… Now people 
are going to feel safe and think 
we’re rich,” joked D’Angelo.

Morris Park Community Association receives new patrol cars

Morris Park Community Association Presidnet Al D’Angelo and Senator Jeff Klein (4th & 3 r) and members of the MPCA and 
Community Patrol. Photo by Silvio Pacifi co
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ANTIQUES & ESTATE BUYERS

ANTIQUE & ESTATE BUYERS
We buy anything old. One piece or house full. 

WILL TRAVEL. HOUSE CALLS.

ANTIQUE & ESTATE BUYERS
We buy anything old. One piece or house full. 

WILL TRAVEL. HOUSE CALLS.
WILL TRAVEL

ENTIRE
TRI-STATE!

FREE
Estimates!

We Pay $CASH$ For 
Paintings, Clocks, Watches, 
Estate Jewelry & Fine China, 

From Single Items 
to Entire Estates!
Coin & Stamp Collections

Costume Jewelry
Antique Furniture  Lamps
Bronzes  Paintings  Prints

Chinese & Japanese 
Artwork & Porcelain

Sports Collectibles 
Comic Books  Old Toys  Records
Cameras  Sterling Flatware Sets

HUMMELS & LLADROS

ANTIQUES & ESTATE BUYERS

TOP $ PAID
FOR JUDAICA
COLLECTIBLES

HOUSE
CALLS

MOVING orDOWNSIZING?CALL
US!

Top $ Paid
for Antique

Sterling!

Military
Collections

Wanted
Swords,
Knives,

Helmets, etc.

SEE OUR AD EVERY SUNDAY IN THE POST

SAME DAY  
SERVICE  

AVAILABLE

SERVING BRONX 
AND THE ENTIRE  
TRI-STATE AREA

516-974-6528516-974-6528

WILL TRAVEL. WE MAKE HOUSE CALLS.
1029 WEST JERICHO TURNPIKE, SMITHTOWN, L.I.

HOUSE 
CALLS

ASK FOR CHRISTOPHER
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*Terms and conditions apply. For a complete list of benef its and discounts, visit www.yankees.com/universe. 
A portion of Yankees Universe proceeds goes to the Yankees Universe Fund at Memorial Sloan Kettering Cancer Center.

For more information on 2018 packages:

Call (800) GO-YANKS or visit WWW.YANKEES.COM/UNIVERSE.

2018

EXPLOREREXPLORER

MVP

2018

GOLF

2018

ROOKIE

2018

• Yankees Universe Baby Package

• FOUR (4) FIELD LEVEL TICKETS -     
 to a select 2018 regular season home 
 game* 
• Nike Short Sleeve T-shirt
• JBL In-Ear Headphones
• Tervis Water Bottle
• All the Rookie Package benefits included,    
 excluding the 200 Level tickets.
• MUCH MORE – see website for details!

• TWO (2) 100 LEVEL TICKETS - 
 to a select 2018 regular season home 
 game* 
• New York Yankees Golf Head Cover
• New York Yankees Golf Towel
• New York Yankees Golf Umbrella
• MUCH MORE – see website for details!

• TWO (2) 200 LEVEL TICKETS -  
 to a select 2018 regular season home  
 game* 
• New Era Trucker Hat
• Aaron Judge Bobblehead
• Sunglasses
• MUCH MORE – see website for details!

• TWO (2) GRANDSTAND TICKETS - 
 to a select 2018 regular season home 
 game* 
• Welcome Letter
• 2018 MLB.com® Gameday Audio
• MUCH MORE – see website for details!

$295 $59.95

$99.95 $19.95

BY ROBERT WIRSING
An inspirational Bronxite is one of 

nearly 200 women competing to be crowned 
this year’s Miss New York.

Mott Haven native Lyncee Ann Stro-
man will participate in the Miss New York 
USA pageant from Friday, January 12 to 
Sunday, January 14 at Purchase College’s 
Performing Arts Center.

Fresh out of college, the 22-year-old 
St. Thomas Aquinas College alumna is 
employed as a full-time case manager at 
Bronx County Re-entry Task Force for re-
cent parolees.

Having majored in Criminal Justice 
and minored in Forensic Psychology, Stro-
man is dedicated to bringing reform to the 
criminal justice system.

“I was inspired to major in this fi eld be-
cause I’ve seen a lot of people in my com-
munity come in and out of the criminal 
justice system and I wanted to help prevent 
them from continuing down the wrong 
path,” she explained. “Minoring in Fo-
rensic Psychology taught me what causes 
people to commit crimes and has allowed 
me to learn and spot the different mental 
disorders people may have.”

Serving as a liaison between the parolees 
and their parole offi cers, Stroman assists 
recent parolees by making program refer-
rals, completing assessments and treatment 
plans while maintaining strong friendships 
built upon trust and understanding.

“These people are often stigmatized 
given their past and don’t have anyone to 
turn to for guidance,” she said. “By help-
ing these people, I want them to know that 
there is always someone there for them.”

In keeping with her humanitarian na-
ture, Stroman volunteers every Tuesday 
as a tutor at the Boys and Girls Club of 
Parkchester.

Here she assists local children with 
homework preparation and entertaining 
extracurricular activities while serving 
as a role model for the center’s Teen Talk 
sessions.

“It’s always exciting for me to inter-
act with the youth, to see what issues are 
plaguing them and their generation and 
what we can both learn from each other’s 
perspective,” expressed Stroman.

She credits her education for her in-
credible accomplishments.

In her last two weeks of college, Stro-

man discovered a post on Instagram ad-
vertising the Miss New York USA pageant 
and decided to apply.

Three days after submitting her appli-
cation, the aspiring model was interviewed 
by the pageant committee and named a fi -
nalist the very next day.

“It’s honestly a bit nerve-wracking, but 
I’m going to try my best to represent both 
the south Bronx and my borough in a very 
positive way,” she expressed.

Stroman is also an author for The Od-
yssey Online, a platform with over 15,000 
contributing writers; 1,200 communities 
and over 30 million readers nationwide.

She has written several political poems 
and articles on various topics including 
health, education, family and advice on 
pageant preparation.

To view Stroman’s works, visit www.
theodysseyonline.com.

Health is another issue dear to Stroman, 
as a vegetarian who frequently exercises.

She has expressed interest in becoming 
a personal trainer or fi tness instructor.

To stay up to date with Stroman’s jour-
ney, visit her Instagram at lyncee_s and 
Facebook at Lyn Stroman.

Mott Haven’s Lyncee Stroman 
named Miss New York fi nalist

Mott Haven resident and St. Thomas Aquinas Col-
lege alumna Lyncee Stroman has been selected 
as a fi nalist for the Miss New York USA 2018 pag-
eant. Photo courtesy of Natasha Rios
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“A Miracle In The Making!” - CBS TV
  One on One Tutoring for K–12th grade
  Below, At or Above Grade Level Students
  LD - ADD - ADHD - Dyslexia - Special Needs
  Your child will read better, faster with greater fluency and comprehension  

   advancing one year every 4–8 weeks
  Grades, confidence and self esteem will soar as they learn to love reading 

   and school
  Your 3, 4, & 5 year old will learn 15–30 words in the 1st session
  No contracts – Open 7 days a week
  FREE Consultation – 35 Years Certified Experience

ACHIEVE  
3 TO 6 YEARS OF  

READING IMPROVEMENT 
IN ONE YEAR!!!

Dicker Reading Method
75 Brook Street, Scarsdale | 914.472.0600 | www.DickerReading.com

CHILDREN AT OR 
BELOW GRADE 

LEVEL WILL BECOME 
THE BEST READERS 

IN THEIR CLASS

WATCH OUR VIDEOS TO LEARN MORE   www.DickerReading.com

SOLVE YOUR CHILD’S 
READING PROBLEM





ture,” said Marano. “Yes it will cost money, 
but will it cost less money now than ten or 
15 years from now.” 

The push to get the decking project 
started when Marano was CB 10 chair-
man. 

The reasons for supporting the decking 
idea include the revival of the Bruckner 
Boulevard commercial strip, safety and 
the movement of traffi c near an expanding 
P.S. 14, additional parking for businesses 
and revenue from parking meters for the 
city, said Marano. 

He hopes to have a trolley that could 
carry shoppers from the parking lot to 
businesses along East Tremont Avenue. 

Marano and CB 10 members met with 
NYS Department of Transportation in the 
fall, he said. 

Additionally, in November, members 
of the WLCA, Marano and Matt Cruz, CB 
10 district manager met with Crowley and 
discussed the matter. 

Cruz said that the congressman was 
receptive to the idea and certainly would 
look to assist the community on the idea 
going forward.

“The state would have to do a study and 
if it is feasible they could question the fed-
eral government as to funds that might be 
available,” said Cruz. 

Crowley said in a statement that the 
proposal would do “much to improve our 
communities and neighborhoods.” 

“This is a state issue and I’ve contacted 
the NYS Department of Transportation to 
push for a study to examine the feasibility 
of funding this project,” stated Crowley. 

Andrew Chirico, WLCA board member, 
said that the decking would facilitate move-
ment of fi re trucks in and out of Engine 89/
Ladder 50, which is located in the proposed 

decking area.
Currently the fi re trucks must in many 

cases circle around the expressway to go 
on runs, he said. 

“There is interest, now we got to build 
some support and see if it goes any fur-
ther,” said Chirico.  
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from Page 1

Call
718.260.2555

..to advertise 
your business in our 

Classifi ed Section 
and get.. 

Real Results!

BY SARAH VALENZUELA
A familiar furry face 

will no longer be seen at the 
Bronx Zoo.

Tundra the polar bear 
was euthanized on Saturday, 
December 23 due to medical 
conditions associated with 
old age, according to zoo of-
fi cials.

At 26-years-old, Tundra 
was the only bear of his 
species at the zoo. When 
offi cials conducted an offi -
cial necropsy, they learned 
Tundra had chronic kidney 
failure causing acute kid-
ney failure and progressive 
arthritis that worsened de-
spite treatment, according 
to the Bronx Zoo.

Tundra was born at the 
Bronx Zoo in 1991 and was 
very popular among visitors 
and Bronxites alike. 

“Many of us grew up with 
Tundra,” said Jim Breheny 
the director of the Bronx Zoo 
and executive vice president 

of Zoos and Aquarium for 
the Wildlife Conservation 
Society in a statement. 

“He lived a long life un-
der the dedicated care of our 
keeper and veterinary staffs. 
Despite his age he remained 
extremely active and playful 
until just before his death,” 
said Breheny.

Many Bronxites are both 
saddened by the loss and 
concerned about the affect 
captivity had on Tundra’s 
life.

“Polar bears are not ani-
mals that kids in urban ar-
eas can relate to because 
they’re not always exposed 
to them,” said elementary 
school teacher and Bronx 
resident, Christina Roman.

“Having the opportunity 
to take my students to see 
Tundra was important be-
cause it raised a lot of ques-
tions like ‘what is a polar 
bear?’ and ‘why is there one 
in New York City,’ Roman 

remarked of the positive im-
pact a trip her school took 
students on to the Bronx Zoo.

“Polar bears are native 
to a polar climate and it’s 
unfortunate to keep them 
here where the weather is 
constantly changing,” said 
Bronx native, Emmanuel 
Rivera-Jovel. 

“I’m sure that the zoo-
keepers do a good job trying 
to help the animals adjust to 
our environment, but I don’t 
think it’s possible to truly 
ensure they can live a con-
fortable life here.”

Tundra’s wellbeing has 
been a topic of controversy 
for many years, especially 
during the summer months 
where temperatures in New 
York City have reached the 
90 degree marks. 

In July 2016 WCS offi -
cials released a statement 
that Tundra was being well 
cared for despite the cli-
mate.

Still, animals kept in 
captivity, particularly in 
smaller enclosures like ones 
found in zoos and aquari-
ums have always been con-
tested because of the psy-
chological effects they have 
on animals not used to be-
ing in isolation.

The average life expec-
tancy for polar bears in the 
wild are between 15 and 
18 years, according Polar 
Bears International, a con-
servation group that focuses 
on the species.

In contrast, the life ex-
pectancy for male polar 
bears in captivity is about 
20.7 years, according to the 
Wildlife Conservation Soci-
ety.

Tundra lived about fi ve 
years longer than the aver-
age polar bear in captivity 
and almost ten years older 
than the average wild polar 
bear.

“Tundra served as an im-

portant ambassador for his 
species, giving our guests an 
opportunity to see the power, 
majesty and grace of polar 
bears while learning about 
the problems these bears face 
in the wild due to a changing 
environment,” Breheny con-
cluded in his statement.

As a species, the popula-
tion of polar bears in their 
natural habitats is decreas-
ing due to receding ice. 
Their status has changed to 
Threatened on the U.S. Fish 
and Wildlife Service’s En-
dangered and Threatened 
Wildlife list.

Bronx Zoo’s polar bear put 
down due to age-related illness

Tundra was the only polar bear in New York City. The Bronx Zoo has 
not planned to aquire another polar bear or to exhibit the species 
again in the near future. 
 Photo By Julie Larsen Maher © Wildlife Conservation Society

Com’ty leaders, Crowley discuss Bruckner Exp. decking proposal

The proposal of local community leaders would see part of Bruckner Expressway near of East Trem-
ont, Logan and Crosby avenues, and possibly more blocks, decked over. Community News Group / Patrick 
Rocchio
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BRIDAL FASHION
KLEINFELD BRIDAL SAMPLE STUDIO
123 West 20th Street, New York, NY 10011 
(2nd fl oor across from Kleinfeld Bridal) 
(917) 388-2341 
www.kleinfeldbridal.com/sample-studio

TUXEDOS
TUXEDO WORLD OF STATEN ISLAND
2791 Richmond Avenue, #6, 
Staten Island, NY 10314, (718) 698-4859 
www.tuxedoworldsi.com

CATERING & VENUES
ATLAS STEAKHOUSE
943 Coney Island Avenue 
off  18th Avenue, Brooklyn, NY
(646) 494-7227, www.AtlasSteak.com
BAY RIDGE MANOR
476 76th Street, Brooklyn
(718) 748-8855
www.bayridgemanor.com
CELEBRATE AT SNUG HARBOR
(718) 442-2700 
www.celebrate-snug.com  
events@celebrate-snug.com
EDIBLE ARRANGEMENTS
133-22 Springfi eld Blvd., (718) 528-3344
158-18 Cross Bay Blvd., (718) 848-3344
1357 Fulton Street, (718) 622-3344
1557 Ralph Avenue, (718) 451-3344
www.ediblearrangements.com/stores/
StoreLocator.aspx
GLEN TERRACE
5313 Avenue N, Brooklyn, (718) 252-4614
GRAND OAKS COUNTRY CLUB
200 Huguenot Avenue, Staten Island
(718) 356–2771, www.grandoaksnyc.com
GRAND PROSPECT HALL
263 Prospect Avenue, Brooklyn 
(718) 788-0777, www.grandprospecthall.com
HUNTERS STEAK HOUSE
9404 Fourth Avenue, Brooklyn, NY 11209 
(718) 238-8899, www.HuntersSteakhouse.com
IL FORNETTO
2902 Emmons Avenue in Brooklyn 
(718) 332-8494
www.ilFornettoRestaurant.com

MARBELLA RESTAURANT
220-33 Northern Boulevard 
Bayside, NY 11361, (718) 423-0100 
www.marbella-restaurant.com
PARADISE CATERING HALL
51 Avenue U, Brooklyn, NY 11223
(718) 372-4352 
www.theparadisecateringhall.com
THE PEARL ROOM
8518 - 3rd Avenue
Brooklyn, NY 11209
(718) 833-6666 
www.pearlroombklyn.com
SCHNITZEL HAUS
7319 5th Avenue, Bay Ridge, NY 11029
(718) 836-5600, www.schnitzelhausny.com
ROCCO’S TACOS
339 Adams Street, Brooklyn, NY 11201
(718) 246-8226, roccostacos.net 
SIRICO’S CATERERS
8015-23 13th Avenue, Brooklyn 
(718) 331-2900, www.siricoscaterers.net
SOTTO 13
5140 West 13th Street, New York, NY
(212) 647-1001, sotto13.com
TERRACE ON THE PARK
52-11 111 Street, Flushing, NY 11368 
(718) 592-5000
www.terraceonthepark.com
THE VANDERBILT AT SOUTH BEACH
300 Father Capodanno Boulevard 
Staten Island, NY, (718) 447-0800 
www.vanderbiltsouthbeach.com

ENTERTAINMENT
CIGARS
ND Cigars Inc. Aka La Casa Grande Cigars
2344 Arthur Avenue, Bronx, NY, 10458
(718) 364-4657,  lcgcigars.com

FAVORS & INVITATIONS
THE BRONX DESIGN GROUP
2914 Westchester Avenue
Bronx, NY 10461
(718) 409-9874, Ext. 106
danielles@bronxdesign.com
UNFORGETTABLE EVENTS
2049 Flatbush Avenue in Brooklyn, 
(718) 377-4535

FLORISTS
FLORAL FANTASY
3031 Quentin Road in Brooklyn, 
(718) 998-7060 or
(800) 566–8380 
www.fl oralfantasyny.com
FLOWERS BY MASSENET
Jamaica, Queens, NY
(347) 724-7044 
(718) 526-3725
HENRY’S FLORIST
8103 Fifth Avenue in Brooklyn 
(800) 543-6797 or 
(718) 238–3838 
www.henrysfl oristweddingevents.com

MARINE FLORIST AND DECORATORS
1995 Flatbush Avenue in Brooklyn 
(800) 447-6730 or (718) 338-3600
www.marinefl orists.com

LIMOUSINE SERVICES
MILA LIMOUSINE CORPORATION
(718) 232-8973, www.milalimo.com
ROMANTIQUE/DOUBLE DIAMOND 
LIMOUSINES
1421-86 Street, Brooklyn, NY, (718) 351-7273
2041-Hylan Boulevard, Staten Island 
(718) 351-7273, www.rddlimos.com
SOPHISTICATED LIMOUSINES
Serving the Tri state area & NJ, (866) 455-5466

PHOTOGRAPHY & VIDEO
FANTASY PHOTOGRAPHY
3031 Quentin Rd., Brooklyn NY,  (718) 998-0949
www.fantasyphotographyandvideo.com
NY PHOTO VIDEO GROUP
1040 Hempstead Turnpike
Franklin Square, NY 11010, (516) 352-3188 
www.nyphotovideogroup.com
info@nyphotovideogroup.com
ONE FINE DAY PHOTOGRAPHERS
459 Pacifi c Street, Massapequa Park 
(516) 690–1320
www.onefi nedayphotographers.com

SALONS
PILO ARTS SALON
8412 3 Avenue, Brooklyn, NY 11209
(718) 748–7411, www.piloarts.com

SERVICES
COSMETIC & LASER CENTER OF BAY RIDGE
9921 4th Avenue, Brooklyn, NY 11209 
(718) 833-2793 or (718) 833-7616 
www.BayRidgeDerm.com
ELITE WEIGHT LOSS
1316 Kings Highway, Brooklyn, NY 11229
(917) 444-3043, EliteWeightLossNY.com
JOSEPH LICHTER, D.D.S.
1420 Avenue P in Brooklyn
(718) 339-7878,  www.josephlichterdds.co
OMNI DENTAL CARE
313 Kings Highway in Brooklyn
(718) 376-8656, www.omnidentalcare.com
THE VEIN CENTER OF THE VASCULAR 
INSTITUTE OF NY
Dr. Natalie Marks
960 - 50 Street, Brooklyn, NY 11219
(718) 438-0067, www.vascularnyc.com

WEDDING CAKES
WHIPPED PASTRY BOUTIQUE-WEDDING CAKES
(718) 858-8088,
www.whippedpastryboutique.com

WEDDING EXPOS
BRIDAL AFFAIR
(718) 317–9701, www.bridalaff air.com

WEDDING INSURANCE
TRI-STATE INSURANCE BROKERAGE
610 Crescent Ave., Bronx 10458
277 Tarrytown Rd., White Plains 10602
(718) 618-7666, ww.tsinsbk.com

TO BE INCLUDED IN THIS DIRECTORY CALL (718) 260–8302


