
BY BOB GUILIANO
Councilman Andy King is 

the subject of a City Council in-
vestigation into sexual harass-
ment allegations, according to 
sources.

In a statement by Standard 
and Ethics Committee chairman 
Alan Maisel, regarding action 
taken on Friday, December 15, 
“the Committee on Standards 
and Ethics deliberated and voted 
to formally open a matter con-
cerning alleged misconduct by a 
council member.”

While the council would not 
specifi cally name King, or spec-
ify the charges, sources con-

fi rmed to the NY Daily News that 
the councilman was the target.

King’s press secretary, Steph-
annia Cleaton, did not respond 
to a request for a statement from 
the councilman regarding the 
proceedings.

Maisel’s statement was re-
leased to the Bronx Times Re-
porter by Council Speaker Me-
lissa Mark-Viverito’s offi ce.

“To protect the confi denti-
ality of individuals who report 
misconduct — and to ensure that 
in the future people feel comfort-
able coming forward with com-
plaints — the committee voted 

BY BOB GUILIANO
The Archdiocese of New York 

deconsecrated four more churches 
on Thursday, November 30: St. 
Roch’s and St. Pius V, both in Mott 
Haven; Our Lady of Pity in Mel-
rose; and St. Joseph’s in Tremont. 

The deconsecrations set the 
stage for the eventual sale of the 
properties.

These latest deconsecrations 
join four other parishes — St. 
Brendan/St. Ann, St. John/Visi-
tation —  which merged into two 
and resulted in the churches of St. 
Ann and Visitation being ‘decon-
secrated’ over the summer.

With the ongoing development 
boom in the Bronx, particularly 
in the south Bronx which is fuel-
ing gentrifi cation, by relegating 
these churches from sacred to pro-
fane use —called ‘deconsecration’ 
— the Catholic Church will play a 
role as developers buy these prop-
erties located in prime locations, 
according to Welcome2thebronx. 

The Archdiocese has yet to put 
them up for sale, but this is gener-
ally the last process before put-
ting them on the market.

Church offi cials contend these 
sacred places of worship are not 
museums and that the church is 
made up of its parishioners and 
not a brick and mortar building.

Particularly in the south 
Bronx, these places have played 
an important role in the preserva-
tion of communities.

Bronx resident Felix Cepeda 
thinks these churches should be 
used as sanctuaries for undocu-
mented immigrants facing depor-
tation.

“As a Catholic, I feel these 
churches should be used to offer 
sanctuary to immigrants facing 
deportation, serve the homeless 
and as a community spaces, not 
to be sold to the rich,” Cepeda told 
Welcome2TheBronx.

Parishioners had until Sun-
day, December 10, to appeal to the 

BY ROBERT WIRSING
A beloved role model and 

mother to all has announced her 
retirement from local government.  

Deputy Borough President 
Aurelia Greene announced on 
Wednesday, December 13 that she 
will retire at the end of the year af-
ter more than four decades of dedi-
cated public service.

“My life’s greatest reward was 
being able to serve the constituents 
of the Bronx,” expressed Greene. 

“My time working with Borough 
President Diaz has been a major 
highlight of my career and I ap-
preciate the opportunity to have 
served.”

Greene served as the borough 
president’s partner for more than 
eight years.

“She stood with me every step of 
the way as we brought new invest-
ment and new attention to our bor-
ough, helping to guide my offi ce’s 
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DEPUTY BP TO
TAKE IT EASY

Four more 
churches 

‘deconsecrated’

Waterbury LaSalle Lights Up
North Pole native Santa Claus paid a surprise visit to the Waterbury La-
Salle Community Association’s annual Christmas Tree Lighting Ceremony 
on Sunday, December 16 at Schneider Sampson Park. Audrey Beach met 
Santa and his helpers Joseph Kuletsky (l) and Nicholas Dranieri.  

Photo by Laura Stone

Ethics panel probes alleged 
misconduct by Councilman King
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Christmas Classics  

Performed by Kristin Kelleher  

 

This live music performance  

will take place on  

Wednesday from 6PM—8PM  

BY SARAH VALENZUELA
In 2016 a community and a 

family lost a most beloved mem-
ber. 

This year, he was perma-
nently memorialized during a 
plaque dedication in his former 
fi rehouse.

Joseph O’ Toole was a fi re-
fi ghter at Engine 90 Ladder 41 on 
White Plains Road in Van Nest for 
over two decades and an FDNY 
First Responder who also was 
one of the fi rst to help clean up 
the ‘pile’ after the 9/11 attacks.

Toolie, as he was affection-
ately called by friends and family, 
developed 9/11 related cancer and 
lost his battle to the illness less 
than 15 years later. 

On Wednesday, December 13, 
2017, a year after he passed away, 
the fi rehouse he called his sec-
ond home dedicated a plaque in 
his memory with a sad but very 
touching special ceremony.

“Normally a plaque dedica-
tion takes place when the mem-
ber passes away and it’s kind of 
routine,” said Chris Vignali, a 
fi refi ghter at Engine 90 Ladder 
41. “Toolie, he was larger than 
life. And that’s why this particu-
lar ceremony was a little more in-
depth than the other ones because 

of how much of an impact he had 
on the members of the house and 
what we lost that day.”

“As a person, Toolie was very 
loving and caring and that goes 
beyond the fi rehouse in the way 
he interacted with his wife and 
kids,” Vignali said.

The ceremony garnered more 
attention than have many others 
because of the sheer number of 
people who knew and respected 

Joseph O’Toole, according to his 
wife Christine O’Toole.

“People were saying it was 
amazing and that they’d never 
seen a turnout for anybody like 
that with family and friends,” 
said O’Toole about the ceremony. 
“There were men that were stand-
ing in the street that’s how many 
people there were.”

“He was the most caring per-
son you ever wanted to meet in 

your life,” O’Toole said teary-
eyed. “He was the fi rst one if ever 
anyone ever needed  anything 
he was the fi rst one there. And 
it showed when he was down at 
Ground Zero.”

In addition to the plaque dedi-
cation, the ceremony concluded 
with the presentation of an FDNY 
family transport van the O’Toole 
family had donated. 

The van, which also had Jo-

seph O’Toole’s image on it, was 
paraded down the street to the 
fi rehouse.

“Toolie was someone who was 
always out to help somebody,” said 
O’Toole. “Now his van will be able 
to go out and help other people.” 

“He needed the van unfortu-
nately when he was going down to 
radiation and the van that he was 
in was donated by another fam-
ily,” O’Toole continued. “This is 
our way of giving back in Toolie’s 
honor.”

The plaque has been placed in-
side the fi rehouse. It is expected 
to be moved to another location in 
the fi rehouse next to fellow fi re-
fi ghter and his friend, Alex Lopez’ 
plaque, according to an Engine 90 
Ladder 41 representative.

“He was just an all-around fan-
tastic guy who always thought 
of everybody fi rst,” O’Toole ex-
plained. “Even when he got sick 
he never wanted anyone to worry 
about him.”

“It’s just, you know, there’s no 
other word for it, it’s terrible,” 
O’Toole continued. “But, it was a 
very proud moment and beautiful 
ceremony with the plaque dedica-
tion because I knew he was look-
ing down and he was extremely 
happy.”

Firefi ghter remembered at Engine 90 Ladder 41 dedication

Standing by the plaque (l-r) is Christopher Vignali of Engine 90 and Michael Cook of ladder 41. O’Toole wife Christine, 
Grandson Milo, Fire Commissioner Daniel A. Nigro. Photo by Aracelis Batista
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1634 EEastchester RRoad •• BBronx, NNew YYork 110461 •• TT 7718‐319‐0900   FF 7718‐319‐0910
www.pinebargrill.com
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G I F T  C A R D

‘Tis the season to enjoy 
the holiday festivities at

Host your holiday celebra�on in one of our private dining spaces. 
From cocktail party to sit down dinner, we do it all.

Let us cater to your home or office party. 
Choose from menu packages or customize your own.

Spend Christmas Eve with us to experience the tradi�onal Feast of the Seven Fishes,
or dine off the regular menu. Santa will be spreading holiday cheer 
with gi�s for the children. Make reserva�ons early, space is limited.

PINE
BAR & GRILL

A Pine Bar + Grill gift card makes the perfect stocking stuffer, 
so we are offering 10% off any gift card purchase of 

$50.00 or more. Offer valid until 12-31-17.

happy
new year

2018!
come celebrate

with us!

4 Hour Open Bar

Champagne Toast at Midnight

Entertainment by DJ ISH

Food Stations from Around the Globe

Festive Party Favors

Rooftop Cigar Lounge

Bottle Service (additional)

Hookah Service (additional)

Continental Breakfast Starting at 2:00 AM

Valet Parking

$90 per person + tax & gratuity

For Details and Reservations

Please Call Louis 917.217.8166

PINE
BAR & GRILL

Champagne 

Celebration

Party Starting

at 9:00 PM



agenda through the benefi t 
of her considerable experi-
ence as a legislator and com-
munity activist,” shared 
Diaz. “Her passion for ser-
vice will be truly missed and 
I wish her nothing, but the 
best in her retirement.”

The Morrisania native 
served as an assembly-
woman for the 77th District, 
encompassing Highbridge, 
Morrisania and Morris 
Heights, from 1982 to 2009.

Prior to the Assembly, 
Greene was the Female Dem-
ocratic District Leader for 
the 76th Assembly District 
and an active south Bronx 
civic leader. 

During her 27-year As-
sembly career, she used her 
urban planning skills to ne-
gotiate for affordable hous-
ing and effective tenant 
groups, quality education, 
employment opportunities, 
affordable healthcare and 
housing, senior services, 
youth services, economic 
development and worked 
diligently for a fortifi ed busi-
ness community.

The fi rst woman to lead 
the Assembly’s Committee 
on Banks, Greene passed 
landmark legislation to com-
bat predatory lending.

In January 2006, she be-
came the fi rst African Amer-
ican appointed as Speaker 
Pro Tempore, allowing her 
to preside over session pro-
ceedings in the speaker’s 
absence.

She was a member of 
the Assembly’s Rules, Ways 
and Means and Social Ser-
vices and Cities committees, 
a ranking member of the 
Education Committee and 
the Bronx Delegation chair-
woman.

Prior to becoming deputy 
borough president in April 
2009, Greene was the longest 
serving Assembly member 

in the Bronx.
Greene was succeeded 

by former assemblywoman 
Vanessa Gibson in June 2009 
before Gibson was elected to 
Council in November 2013.

Gibson interned for as-
semblywoman Greene in 
summer 2001 and was pro-
moted to Greene’s district 
offi ce manager in November 
2003.

“She’s been such a great 
role model, mentor and a 
huge inspiration for my ca-
reer in government; she has 
been my everything,” said 
Gibson. “Aurelia has always 
been held in high regard 
by her peers and has com-
mended others’ respect as a 
mother fi gure to all.”

At 83-years-young Greene 
is retiring from government, 
but will remain an active 

leader in her community 
and parish, St. David’s Epis-
copal Church.

As deputy borough presi-
dent, Greene led the Bronx 
Borough Board’s meetings 
and assisted in the offi ce’s 
management of the budget 
and community board pro-
cess.

A Livingston College at 
Rutgers University alumna, 
Greene majored in Com-
munity Development and 
formerly served as a public 
agency administrator.

She was married to the 
late Rev. Jerome A. Greene 
and is the mother of two chil-
dren, Rhonda and Russell, 
and a grandmother of fi ve.

An announcement re-
garding Greene’s successor 
will be made in the upcom-
ing weeks.

Archdiocese for reconsider-
ation of their decision.

As Catholic parishes 
in the Bronx continue to 
merge, some parishioners 
have had to choose another 
location to worship.

During the summer, the 
church of St. Brendan, 333 
E. 206th Street, absorbed 
former St. Ann parishio-
ners; and the church of St. 
John, 321 Kingsbridge Av-
enue, absorbed former Visi-
tation parishioners.

“Several years ago we 
went through a lengthly 
parish planning process 
called ‘Making All Things 
New,’” Joseph Zwilling, di-
rector of the offi ce of com-
munications for the archdi-
ocese, told the Bronx Times 
Reporter.

“We looked at all par-
ishes in all parts of the arch-
diocese, what our needs 
and resources were, needs 
of the people were, and how 
best to use our resources to 
meet those needs; and how 
we can use them to build 
vibrant communities of 

faith,” Zwilling said.
At fi rst, with the merg-

ers of certain parishes, both 
church buildings continued 
to be used for Masses and 
sacraments.

In other cases, only one 
of the church buildings 
would be used on a regular 
basis, and the other would 
be returned to service on 
special occasions.

Then, parishes requested 
permission to dispose of one 
of their church buildings, 
according to Zwilling.

As no longer a conse-
crated space, such church 
buildings would no lon-
ger be appropriate to offer 
Masses and sacraments.

When a church is closed 
in this fashion, a team goes 
in and reviews what is of 
sacramental and liturgical 
importance and what has 
monetary, historical and 
artistic value, according to 
Zwilling.

Such items are pre-
served in a warehouse on 
Staten Island.

If a church is looking for 
an altar, a statue of Saint 

Ann or a set of stained 
glass windows, for exam-
ple, they have a resource at 
that warehouse, where they 
can fi nd such items and use 
them in the new church.

Should a parish decide it 
wants to do something else 
with the building that has 
been reduced to a deconse-
crated state, it may want 
to convert it to something 
for Catholic charities, or to 
lease it to another religious 
group, or sell it outright.

The Catholic church re-
stricts reuse of a church 
building.

The building cannot 
be used for anything that 
would violate church teach-
ings, according to Zwilling.

For example, housing 
working class families on 
the site would be consid-
ered a secular, non-church 
purpose.

But selling a church to 
Planned Parenthood to be 
used as an abortion clinic 
would not be allowed be-
cause the building cannot 
serve purposes contrary to 
the Catholic faith.
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Deputy BP to take it easy;Aurelia 
Greene ends 4 decades in public service

(Above) Outgoing Deputy Borough President Aurelia Greene (l) has 
served as Diaz’s partner for more than eight years and as a dedi-
cated public servant for over four decades. 
 Photo courtesy of Borough President Ruben Diaz, Jr.’s Offi ce

Four Bronx churches ‘deconsecrated’

St. Joseph’s school remains open, but as of August 1, 2015, St. Joseph’s church on Bathgate Avenue in 
Tremont was closed, and the parish is merged with St. Simon Stock. 
 Courtesy of Archdiocese of New York
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“A Miracle In The Making!” - CBS TV
  One on One Tutoring for K–12th grade
  Below, At or Above Grade Level Students
  LD - ADD - ADHD - Dyslexia - Special Needs
  Your child will read better, faster with greater fluency and comprehension  

   advancing one year every 4–8 weeks
  Grades, confidence and self esteem will soar as they learn to love reading 

   and school
  Your 3, 4, & 5 year old will learn 15–30 words in the 1st session
  No contracts – Open 7 days a week
  FREE Consultation – 35 Years Certified Experience

ACHIEVE  
3 TO 6 YEARS OF  

READING IMPROVEMENT 
IN ONE YEAR!!!

Dicker Reading Method
75 Brook Street, Scarsdale | 914.472.0600 | www.DickerReading.com

CHILDREN AT OR 
BELOW GRADE 

LEVEL WILL BECOME 
THE BEST READERS 

IN THEIR CLASS

WATCH OUR VIDEOS TO LEARN MORE   www.DickerReading.com

SOLVE YOUR CHILD’S 
READING PROBLEM
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POT of GOLD
Sherbee Antiques is a family-owned business that has been serving the tri-
state area for over 60 years. We buy from the full contents of homes and 
estates to single items. We specialize in high-end goods such as antiques, 
art, fine porcelain, lighting, bronzes and sculptures. We have particular 

interest in fine jewelry, timepieces, diamonds, gold and silver. 

If you call we will come to you, free of charge, and evaluate what you are selling. 
We know the value of your possessions and are willing to pay top dollar on the 
spot. Please feel free to call seven days a week for a free same day consultation.

You may be sitting on a large fortune. 
Call Sherbee Antiques. They’ll tell you how much.

CALL TODAY 917-748-7622 OR 718-762-7448 
You’ll be glad you did.

Sherbee Antiques
Est. 1940 C.O.D.

Prompt Delivery • Easy Online Ordering
Metered Delivery • Premium Heating Oil

www.CODOIL.com 
*Cannot combine with any other offers.

Lic. #74-1810078

(718) 354-3834

PAY C.O.D. PRICES & SAVE!!*

*Mention this ad 
when you place your 
order and receive an 

additional 3¢ off 
per gallon 

Refer a new customer 
to us and take an 
additional 3¢ off 

per gallon 
on your next order 

BY BOB GUILIANO
Permits have been fi led for a 

312,880-square-foot mixed-use 
building at 1755 Watson Avenue in 
Soundview.

The project was made possible 
after the site was rezoned from R5 
to R7A. R5 zoning allows for a Floor 
Area Ratio of only 1.25, which 
would typically produce a three- 
or four-story attached house, ac-
cording to New York YIMBY. 

R7A zoning allows for 4.0 FAR, 
and a maximum height of 85 feet, 
the exact height of this new build-
ing. 

Azimuth Development Group 
is responsible for development of 
the site.

The nine-story structure will 
yield 255,860 square feet for resi-
dential use, 16,590 square feet 
for commercial-retail use on the 
ground fl oor, and 10,420 square 
feet for the Bronx Pentecostal De-
liverance center, which currently 
occupies the site, according to 
YIMBY.

There will be 326 rental apart-
ments created. 

The building will have three 
elevators, a courtyard, laundry 
room, fi tness center, media room, 

storage for 17 bicycles, and park-
ing for 54 vehicles.

Permits had been fi led in 2015, 
as YIMBY reported, but the new 
documents show an increase in 
size. Previously, the site was to 
have just 250 apartments.

Aufgang Architects will be re-
sponsible for the design.

Demolition permits have not 
been fi led yet. Construction is 
expected to begin by the sum-
mer of 2018, which means a 2020 
or 2021 completion date is pos-
sible.

Azimuth Development is dou-
bling down on its huge project 
in the Bronx, according to The 

Real Deal.
The company, based in the 

Financial District, had initially 
planned to construct a 250-unit 
development at 1755 Watson Av-
enue in Soundview, according to 
plans fi led with the NYC Depart-
ment of Buildings on Monday.

Azimuth, led by Guido Subot-

ovsky, is also planning a trio of 
residential buildings in Grand 
Concourse at 707 Concourse Vil-
lage West, 702 Grand Concourse 
and 180 E. 156th Street on former 
parking lots.

The buildings would contain 
about 212,800 square feet of liv-
ing area and include 275 units.

9-story building to grace Bronx Pentecostal Deliverance site

Rendering of 1755 Watson Avenue, for which permits have been fi led for a 312,880-square-foot mixed-use building in Soundview. 
 Courtesy of Via Azimuth Development Group
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* All these prices must be cash or debit. No mix & match on sale items. We will match printed prices from other NYC liquor stores. Prices valid only with flyer.
Coupon must be present at checkout. Webprices not accepted. Not responsible for typographical errors. Sale prices valid one week only. Expires 12/31.

Wine & Liquor
Superstore

Visit our location for our collection of fine wine. Give a gift of good taste.

VISIT US FOR MORE IN STORE DEALS

Vi i l i f ll i f fi i Gi if f d

Johnnie Walker 
Blue Scotch  
750 ML

$16999

Moet Imperial  
750 ML

SAVE $60 
When You Purchase 
6 Bottles at 
$3229 per bottle

Regular Price
$4159

Cash Only!
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BY PATRICK ROCCHIO
A special election is 

expected to be called for a 
vacant Bronx senate seat 
sometime next year. 

While the date has not 
yet been announced, Gov-
ernor Cuomo will prob-
ably call for a special elec-
tion in the spring for the 
32nd Senate District. 

Senator Ruben Diaz 
Sr., who is moving on to 
the NYC City Council to 
replace the term-limited 
Councilwoman Annabel 
Palma, previously held 
the seat. 

The election may pos-
sibly occur after the state 
budget is fi nalized in 
mid-April, a source with 
knowledge of state politics 
said. The governor also 
has the option to leave the 
seat vacant for its remain-
ing term.

The district covers 
Parkchester, Longwood, 
West Farms, and parts of 
Soundview, Melrose and 
Hunts Point.

Assemblyman Luis 
Sepulveda, a progressive 
Democrat who represents 
parts of the 32nd Senate 
District in the assembly, 
said he is running for the 
spot. 

Sepulveda said he has 
a close working relation-
ships with Diaz and As-
semblyman Marcos Cre-
spo, the Bronx Democratic 
County Party Leader who 
represents communities 
in the 32nd District. 

The assemblyman was 
also a Democratic district 
leader in the 85th Assem-
bly District, currently 
represented by Crespo, 
and was a member of Holy 
Cross Church located in 
the district he hopes to 
represent, he said. 

“I have ties to big parts 
of the senate district,” said 
Sepulveda, adding “I am 
proud of the work we have 
done in the Assembly and 
I would like to continue 
that work in the Senate.” 

The assemblyman, who 
has served in the cham-
ber since 2013, has been a 
strong proponent of ‘Raise 
the Age’ legislation re-
cently signed into law to 
lift the age of adult crimi-
nal liability from 16-years-

old to 18-years-old.   
He said that he felt that 

this was something that 
lifted an onus off young 
people of color, as well as 
youth who are suffering 
from mental illnesses and 
who could use treatment, 
not jail. 

The assemblyman is an 
advocate for helping immi-
grants, he said. 

He said he also worked 
on legislation complement-
ing efforts of President 
Obama’s administrations 
efforts to help ‘DREAM-
ers’, young people who were 
brought by their parents 
into the United States as 
children.

A local issue Sepulveda 
said he worked on with 
other electeds was to con-
vince the Parkchester South 
Condominium to stager its 
steep 15.19% maintenance 
charge increase over four 
years, he said. 

He also similarly worked 
to help tenants in Mitchell-
Lama housing, the assem-
blyman said. 

Another top community 
concern is making sure 
there is a good working re-
lationship between police 
and the community. 

Sepulveda was one of a 
handful of assembly mem-
bers who supported Bernie 

Sanders in his presidential 
bid. 

“I am a progressive who 
believes in helping the mid-
dle class, and my policies 
are geared toward seeing 
that everyone gets a fair 
shake,” said Sepulveda, 
adding he works to see that 
the communities of color 
he represents get their fair 
share of state budgets. 

Over the past fi ve years, 
the assemblyman said he 
has learned how to conquer 
obstacles, artifi cial or oth-
erwise, to get legislation 
passed, projects funded or 
polices enacted. 

He feels being a lawyer 
has been an asset for him in 
the legislature, he said. 

If elected, Sepulveda 
said he would caucus with 
the regular Democrats, 
not the Independent Demo-
cratic Caucus, because he 
believes he can get more 
done with Democratic ma-
jority.

He added he’s met with 
Senator Andrea Stewart-
Cousins, a Democrat who 
is currently the assembly’s 
minority leader and Sena-
tor Jeff Klein, IDC leader, 
and respects both greatly. 

Sepulveda has two chil-
dren, a 25-year-old and a 
six-year-old, and is a Civil 
War buff. 

Sepulveda expresses intent to 
fi ll 32nd Senate District vacancy

Assemblyman Luis Sepulveda, a progressive Democrat who rep-
resents part of the 32nd Senate District, said he would run in the 
Democratic primary when the special election is called. 
 Photo courtesy of Assemblyman Sepulveda’s offi ce
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ANTIQUES & ESTATE BUYERS

ANTIQUE & ESTATE BUYERS
We buy anything old. One piece or house full. 

WILL TRAVEL. HOUSE CALLS.

ANTIQUE & ESTATE BUYERS
We buy anything old. One piece or house full. 

WILL TRAVEL. HOUSE CALLS.
WILL TRAVEL

ENTIRE
TRI-STATE!

FREE
Estimates!

We Pay $CASH$ For 
Paintings, Clocks, Watches, 
Estate Jewelry & Fine China, 

From Single Items 
to Entire Estates!
Coin & Stamp Collections

Costume Jewelry
Antique Furniture  Lamps
Bronzes  Paintings  Prints

Chinese & Japanese 
Artwork & Porcelain

Sports Collectibles 
Comic Books  Old Toys  Records
Cameras  Sterling Flatware Sets

HUMMELS & LLADROS

ANTIQUES & ESTATE BUYERS

TOP $ PAID
FOR JUDAICA
COLLECTIBLES

HOUSE
CALLS

MOVING orDOWNSIZING?CALL
US!

Top $ Paid
for Antique

Sterling!

Military
Collections

Wanted
Swords,
Knives,

Helmets, etc.

SEE OUR AD EVERY SUNDAY IN THE POST

SAME DAY  
SERVICE  

AVAILABLE

SERVING BRONX 
AND THE ENTIRE  
TRI-STATE AREA

516-974-6528516-974-6528

WILL TRAVEL. WE MAKE HOUSE CALLS.
1029 WEST JERICHO TURNPIKE, SMITHTOWN, L.I.

HOUSE 
CALLS

ASK FOR CHRISTOPHER





to keep all proceedings 
confi dential while this 
matter is under review,” 
Maisel said.  

The council takes 
this matter and all al-
legations of misconduct 
by council members and 
council employees very 
seriously and will con-
duct a thorough, expedi-
ent, and fair review and 
resolution of this matter, 
according to Maisel.  

“As always, council 
employees are encour-
aged to report any mis-
conduct in accordance 
with Council’s Anti-
Discrimination and Ha-
rassment Policy,” Maisel 
said.

In Mayor de Blasio’s 
response to a query 
from the Bronx Times 
Reporter, asking about 
King, deputy press secre-
tary Ben Sarle emailed, 
“I received your inquiry, 
and we are going to have 
to decline comment at 
the moment. Thanks!”

The council’s Stan-
dards and Ethics com-

mittee handles miscon-
duct charges against 
council members. 

The investigation in-
volves alleged violations 
of a council rule prohib-
iting disorderly behav-
ior, which includes sex-
ual harassment.

The charge report-
edly stems from a staffer 
who fi led a complaint, 
saying King had made 
inappropriate and sexu-
ally suggestive com-
ments to her.

 “Any issues and con-
cerns regarding, obvi-
ously, sexual harass-
ment are taken seriously 
in this council,” Mark-
Viverito told reporters 
at City Hall.

If the committee fi nds 
King broke any rules, 
the council could move 
to expel him, hit him 
with a fi ne or reprimand 
or yank his committee 
assignments, according 
to the NY Daily News.

“We have a pro-
cess which we’re going 
through. I’m not going to 
put the cart ahead of the 

horse,” Mark-Viverito 
said. “We acted quickly. 
I thank the council mem-
bers for their delibera-
tions.”

King was hit with a 
separate sexual harass-
ment complaint two 
years ago, charging he 
made advances toward a 
staffer and got her fi red 
when she turned him 
down, according to a re-
port in the Daily News.

The incident in 2015, 
involved a former staffer 
with the council’s Black, 
Latino and Asian Caucus, 
which King co-chaired. 
She fi led a notice of claim 
for a $1.25 million suit 
against the city charging 
he had harassed her, ac-
cording to the daily.

“King created a hos-
tile work environment 
by sexually harassing 
and intimidating claim-
ant,” the papers said, 
also charging he “made 
demeaning, sexist re-
marks” and “inappro-
priate, unwelcome ad-
vances.”

The woman charged 

he abused his authority 
by trying to change cau-
cus rules to give himself 
sole power to hire and 
fi re staff.
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from Page 1

Call
718.260.2555

..to advertise 
your business in our 

Classifi ed Section 
and get.. 

Real Results!

Ethics panel probes alleged misconduct by Councilman King

Councilman Andy L. King. 
 Courtesy of Councilman King

BY SARAH VALENZUELA
On Wednesday, December 20, 

the New York Yankees kicked 
off their annual Holiday Food 
Drive.

The event was held inside 
Gate Two of Yankee Stadium. 
The temperature for this semi-
enclosed area felt closer to the 
upper 30s, but it did not deter 
fans and community members 
from stopping by to donate.

“I do this every year. It’s for 
the less fortunate,” said Edgar 
Torres, a Soundview resident 
who donated over 250 pounds of 
potatoes. “It’s good to do this. I 
wish everyone did this.”

For every 30 pounds of food 
donated, the Yankees gifted two 
free tickets to 2018 regular sea-
son games to the donors.

“I’m trying to help spread 
the joy and help out,” said Ethan 
Perez, an 8th grader from the 
Immaculate Concepcion School 
in the south Bronx. Ethan, along 
with his school principal, Sr. 
Patrice Owens and a few other 
classmates helped deliver 4,200 
pounds of food the Immaculate 
Concepcion School donated.

“We are ten blocks south of 
here,” Owens, who had been fa-

cilitating the donation to this 
drive for her school over the 
years, explained. “Being apart 
of this wonderful thing that the 
Yankees do for the community, 
we feel that it’s a win/win.”

The food collected at this 
drive was sent directly to the 
Kingsbridge Armory, where 
over 50 volunteers were already 
in the process of packing and 
sorting the fi rst donation from 
Krasdale Foods.

“When we started this the 
goal was to create a gathering 
point for all of our fans to come 
together to give back to the com-
munity,” said Deborah Tymon, 
the senior vice president of Mar-
keting for the New York Yan-
kees. 

“The very fi rst drive collected 
about 2,000 pounds of food and 
here we are on the 24th anniver-
sary with our corporate partner 
Krasdale and they have kicked 
off the event with over 60,000 
pounds of food donated,” Tymon 
continued.

“Krasdale has a long history 
of giving back to the community, 
we’ve been doing business in the 
Bronx for 110 years,” said Dennis 
Hickey, the chief merchandising 

offi cer of Krasdale Foods. “It’s 
real appropriate giving back to 
the community, food, in a festive 
time, to people that can’t afford 
it to allow them the opportunity 
to have a meal and enjoy the hol-
idays like they should.”

The drive has been coordi-
nated by Bishop Dr. Timothy 
Birkett of the Church Alive Com-
munity Church since it started 
24 years ago. 

“The Bronx is probably one of 
the poorest areas, especially the 

south Bronx,” remarked Birkett. 
“It has been a real blessing espe-
cially during Christmas time to 
give people food. It’s labor inten-
sive, but it’s a labor of love.” 

After the food is sorted at the 
Kingsbridge Armory, the food 
gets packed into smaller, fam-
ily-sized portions and sent to 27 
churches all over the Bronx to 
be distributed to the different 
neighborhoods in the borough. 

Yankees pitcher Dellin Be-
tances also took part in the 

event, helping collect and weigh 
donations and distribute tickets 
to fans.

“I think it’s big growing up 
in the community I did. I think 
it was always important when 
people gave back to us,” said Be-
tances, who grew up in neigh-
boring Washington Heights. 
“Now I have the platform and 
the chance to be out here repre-
senting the community I came 
from and at the same time give 
back.”

Yankees’ food drive swaps game tickets for donations

NY Yankees staff and Church Alive members unload food for distribution. Photo by Silvio Pacifi co
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BRIDAL FASHION
KLEINFELD BRIDAL SAMPLE STUDIO
123 West 20th Street, New York, NY 10011 
(2nd fl oor across from Kleinfeld Bridal) 
(917) 388-2341 
www.kleinfeldbridal.com/sample-studio

TUXEDOS
TUXEDO WORLD OF STATEN ISLAND
2791 Richmond Avenue, #6, 
Staten Island, NY 10314, (718) 698-4859 
www.tuxedoworldsi.com

CATERING & VENUES
ATLAS STEAKHOUSE
943 Coney Island Avenue 
off  18th Avenue, Brooklyn, NY
(646) 494-7227, www.AtlasSteak.com
BAY RIDGE MANOR
476 76th Street, Brooklyn
(718) 748-8855
www.bayridgemanor.com
CELEBRATE AT SNUG HARBOR
(718) 442-2700 
www.celebrate-snug.com  
events@celebrate-snug.com
EDIBLE ARRANGEMENTS
133-22 Springfi eld Blvd., (718) 528-3344
158-18 Cross Bay Blvd., (718) 848-3344
1357 Fulton Street, (718) 622-3344
1557 Ralph Avenue, (718) 451-3344
www.ediblearrangements.com/stores/
StoreLocator.aspx
GLEN TERRACE
5313 Avenue N, Brooklyn, (718) 252-4614
GRAND OAKS COUNTRY CLUB
200 Huguenot Avenue, Staten Island
(718) 356–2771, www.grandoaksnyc.com
GRAND PROSPECT HALL
263 Prospect Avenue, Brooklyn 
(718) 788-0777, www.grandprospecthall.com
HUNTERS STEAK HOUSE
9404 Fourth Avenue, Brooklyn, NY 11209 
(718) 238-8899, www.HuntersSteakhouse.com
IL FORNETTO
2902 Emmons Avenue in Brooklyn 
(718) 332-8494
www.ilFornettoRestaurant.com

MARBELLA RESTAURANT
220-33 Northern Boulevard 
Bayside, NY 11361, (718) 423-0100 
www.marbella-restaurant.com
PARADISE CATERING HALL
51 Avenue U, Brooklyn, NY 11223
(718) 372-4352 
www.theparadisecateringhall.com
THE PEARL ROOM
8518 - 3rd Avenue
Brooklyn, NY 11209
(718) 833-6666 
www.pearlroombklyn.com
SCHNITZEL HAUS
7319 5th Avenue, Bay Ridge, NY 11029
(718) 836-5600, www.schnitzelhausny.com
ROCCO’S TACOS
339 Adams Street, Brooklyn, NY 11201
(718) 246-8226, roccostacos.net 
SIRICO’S CATERERS
8015-23 13th Avenue, Brooklyn 
(718) 331-2900, www.siricoscaterers.net
SOTTO 13
5140 West 13th Street, New York, NY
(212) 647-1001, sotto13.com
TERRACE ON THE PARK
52-11 111 Street, Flushing, NY 11368 
(718) 592-5000
www.terraceonthepark.com
THE VANDERBILT AT SOUTH BEACH
300 Father Capodanno Boulevard 
Staten Island, NY, (718) 447-0800 
www.vanderbiltsouthbeach.com

ENTERTAINMENT
CIGARS
ND Cigars Inc. Aka La Casa Grande Cigars
2344 Arthur Avenue, Bronx, NY, 10458
(718) 364-4657,  lcgcigars.com

FAVORS & INVITATIONS
THE BRONX DESIGN GROUP
2914 Westchester Avenue
Bronx, NY 10461
(718) 409-9874, Ext. 106
danielles@bronxdesign.com
UNFORGETTABLE EVENTS
2049 Flatbush Avenue in Brooklyn, 
(718) 377-4535

FLORISTS
FLORAL FANTASY
3031 Quentin Road in Brooklyn, 
(718) 998-7060 or
(800) 566–8380 
www.fl oralfantasyny.com
FLOWERS BY MASSENET
Jamaica, Queens, NY
(347) 724-7044 
(718) 526-3725
HENRY’S FLORIST
8103 Fifth Avenue in Brooklyn 
(800) 543-6797 or 
(718) 238–3838 
www.henrysfl oristweddingevents.com

MARINE FLORIST AND DECORATORS
1995 Flatbush Avenue in Brooklyn 
(800) 447-6730 or (718) 338-3600
www.marinefl orists.com

LIMOUSINE SERVICES
MILA LIMOUSINE CORPORATION
(718) 232-8973, www.milalimo.com
ROMANTIQUE/DOUBLE DIAMOND 
LIMOUSINES
1421-86 Street, Brooklyn, NY, (718) 351-7273
2041-Hylan Boulevard, Staten Island 
(718) 351-7273, www.rddlimos.com
SOPHISTICATED LIMOUSINES
Serving the Tri state area & NJ, (866) 455-5466

PHOTOGRAPHY & VIDEO
FANTASY PHOTOGRAPHY
3031 Quentin Rd., Brooklyn NY,  (718) 998-0949
www.fantasyphotographyandvideo.com
NY PHOTO VIDEO GROUP
1040 Hempstead Turnpike
Franklin Square, NY 11010, (516) 352-3188 
www.nyphotovideogroup.com
info@nyphotovideogroup.com
ONE FINE DAY PHOTOGRAPHERS
459 Pacifi c Street, Massapequa Park 
(516) 690–1320
www.onefi nedayphotographers.com

SALONS
PILO ARTS SALON
8412 3 Avenue, Brooklyn, NY 11209
(718) 748–7411, www.piloarts.com

SERVICES
COSMETIC & LASER CENTER OF BAY RIDGE
9921 4th Avenue, Brooklyn, NY 11209 
(718) 833-2793 or (718) 833-7616 
www.BayRidgeDerm.com
ELITE WEIGHT LOSS
1316 Kings Highway, Brooklyn, NY 11229
(917) 444-3043, EliteWeightLossNY.com
JOSEPH LICHTER, D.D.S.
1420 Avenue P in Brooklyn
(718) 339-7878,  www.josephlichterdds.co
OMNI DENTAL CARE
313 Kings Highway in Brooklyn
(718) 376-8656, www.omnidentalcare.com
THE VEIN CENTER OF THE VASCULAR 
INSTITUTE OF NY
Dr. Natalie Marks
960 - 50 Street, Brooklyn, NY 11219
(718) 438-0067, www.vascularnyc.com

WEDDING CAKES
WHIPPED PASTRY BOUTIQUE-WEDDING CAKES
(718) 858-8088,
www.whippedpastryboutique.com

WEDDING EXPOS
BRIDAL AFFAIR
(718) 317–9701, www.bridalaff air.com

WEDDING INSURANCE
TRI-STATE INSURANCE BROKERAGE
610 Crescent Ave., Bronx 10458
277 Tarrytown Rd., White Plains 10602
(718) 618-7666, ww.tsinsbk.com

TO BE INCLUDED IN THIS DIRECTORY CALL (718) 260–8302


