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IF YOU MISSED BLACK FRIDAY.. 
HERE’S YOUR SECOND CHANCE!

DEEPER MARKDOWNS JUST TAKEN THROUGHOUT THE STORE!
While supplies last.

Men’s Timberland 
6” Padded Boot

Reg. $149.99

SAVE
$50

NOW

$9999
DAYS 
ONLY3 

PRICING VALID 12/15-12/17

3 DAYS OF BLACK FRIDAY DOORBUSTERS
FRIDAY, SATURDAY & SUNDAY ONLY! 12/15–12/17

SEE MORE HUGE DEALS INSIDE
VALID THRU 12/26!

Men’s 
CB Sports
or Champion 
3-in-1 Systems 
Jacket 
Originally $59.99

AVAILABLE IN STRETCH
Sizes 30–42  |  Big Men’s 44–52*

*Select Modell’s locations & Modells.com. Stretch not available in big men’s lined bottoms.

$15
NOW

DAYS 
ONLY3 

PRICING VALID 12/15-12/17

$35
NOW

Men’s 
Champion 
Arctic Fleece 
or CB Sports
Sweater Fleece 
Reg. $24.99–$29.99

$15
YOUR CHOICE

DAYS 
ONLY3 

PRICING VALID 12/15-12/17

40%
OFF

DAYS 
ONLY3 

PRICING VALID 12/15-12/17

SAVE
$25

Men’s Smith’s 
Lined Denim Pants Originally $24.99



ITEMS, STYLES & COLORS VARY BY STORE. VISIT MODELLS.COM TO SHOP THESE STYLES & MORE!

Select 
Men’s Fleece 
Lounge Pants
If purchased separately, $9.99 each

$16
2FOR

Men’s, 
Women’s 
& Kids’ Cozy 
Socks or 
Women’s 
Slippers

FREE
BUY ONE,
GET ONE

Men’s BHPC
Sleep Sets
Reg. $12.99

$10
LOUNGEWEAR

$16
2FOR

Women’s 
Challenge
Fleece 
Leggings
If purchased 
separately, $9.99 each

Select Men’s 
BHPC Long 
Sleeve 
Turtlenecks, 
Thermal Crews 
or Henleys

Select Men’s 
CB Sports 
Insulated 
& Softshell
Jackets 
Originally 
$39.99–$49.99

Men’s 
Smith’s
Sherpa
Fleece
Hoods
Reg. $29.99

Men’s Smith’s 
�������	
���
���
or Sherpa Lined 
Flannels Reg. $24.99

$25
NOW

$20
NOW $2499

$29 99
TO

Select Boys’ 
adidas Tricot Pants
& Jackets MSRP $32–$45

25%
OFF
MSRP

Select Men’s or 
Women’s Champion 
���
�	�
�����

�

Tops & Bottoms
Reg. $19.99–$29.99 

NOW $13.99–$20.99

Select Men’s 
Cargo or UniPro 
Pullover & 
Full Zip Fleece 
Hoods & Cargo
Fleece Pants 
Reg. $19.99

$10 $39 99
NOW

Select Men’s
Under Armour 
Fleece Tops 
& Bottoms
MSRP $54.99

SAVE 
UP TO
$20

Boys’ Unipro 
Fleece Tops or 

Bottoms
If purchased

separately,
$15.99 each

Select Men’s 
Unipro Fleece 
Crews, Pants 
or Active Pants
If purchased
separately,
$15.99 each

Crews also available in 

$30
NOW

Select Men’s, Women’s 
������������
����	���

�

or Training Tops & Bottoms 
MSRP $25–$60

NOW $18.75–$45

$25
2FOR

$15
NOW

SAVE
$15

OFF MSRP

30%
OFF

DEALS VALID THROUGH 12/26

Men’s & 
Women’s 
Winter 
Accessories
YOUR CHOICE $6.99–$26
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City Council approves; fi nal OK months away

MP BID CLEARS 
FIRST HURDLE
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Street renaming for Batman co-creator
Santa Visits The Square
The Westchester Square Business Improvement District wel-
comed the holiday season at the fi fth annual Holidays in the 
Square on Friday, December 8. Two-month-old Alyanna Estrella 
enjoyed her fi rst meeting with Santa Claus. See more photos on 
page 30.                                              Photo by Laura Stone

BY PATRICK ROCCHIO
The co-creator of Batman 

who helped develop the comic 
book character in the 1940s 
while living near the Grand 
Concourse is fi nally getting 
much-deserved recognition. 

Family members of Bill 
Finger, one of Batman’s orig-
inal creators who helped de-
velop the character and the 
original story lines, revealed 
the ceremonial street sign 
on Friday, December 8 that 
co-named part of East 192nd 
Street in memory.

Batman comic book and 
movie afi cionados and P.S. 46 
students cheered the unveil-

ing, which gave recognition to 
a man who for seven decades 
had been relatively unknown. 

According to experts on 
the subject who attended the 
event outside of Poe Park, Fin-
ger was the co-creator of the 
Batman character along with 
Bob Kane, but never received 
credit or recognition for it un-
til recently. 

He passed away in 1974. 
Councilman Ritchie Tor-

res sponsored legislation to 
have part of the street near 
Poe Park named in Finger’s 
honor, who was placed on a 
list of notable Bronxites by the 
Bronx County Historical Soci-

ety in 2009. 
Torres said he fi rst came to 

know of Finger through Marc 
Nobleman, who wrote a book 
called ‘Bill the Boy Wonder: 
The Secret Co-Creator of Bat-
man.’

The councilman then said 
he learned that Finger worked 
on the Batman character at 
Poe Park and was a gradu-
ate of DeWitt Clinton High 
School.  

“I never knew that the co-
creator of Batman had roots 
in the Bronx,” said Torres, 
adding “The irony here is 

BY BOB GUILIANO
The City Council gave 

a major boost to the Bronx 
when it approved the Morris 
Park Business Improvement 
District during its session on 
Monday, December 11.

The Morris Park BID en-
compasses 188 businesses in 
a 1.06-mile stretch of Morris 
Park Avenue, between Union-
port Road and Williams-
bridge Road.

The BID would have a 
fi rst-year budget of $390,000 
and will fund marketing and 
promotion services, beauti-
fi cation, economic develop-
ment initiatives, and advo-
cacy for local businesses.

The BID Steering Commit-
tee met regularly to discuss 
the BID formation process, 
including forming a board of 
directors composed of prop-

erty owners, merchants, res-
idents, and local elected offi -
cials.

Al D’Angelo, president of 
the Morris Park Community 
Association, said the new 
BID is “going to be great for 
the community.”

The BID will help the 
MPCA, which has had to col-
lect money from local busi-
nesses to pay for holiday 
lights and other things in the 
past.

“This way it will be taken 
care of by the BID,” D’Angelo 
said. “Hopefully, it will im-
prove our business district, 
get more businesses to come 
in by advertising.”

He said that the BID will 
arrange for streets and store-
fronts to be cleaned, along 
with walkways on corners 
which become a mess during 

storms.
John Bonizio, chairman of 

the Westchester Square BID, 
said he thinks “it’s great for 
Morris Park. I’m glad to see 
the business community and 
commercial property owners 
banding together to help pro-
vide a business plan for the 
business district.”

Bonizio said the BID is 
long overdue and he’s proud 
to have his neighbors in Mor-
ris Park join in the process 
of creating solutions to the 
struggles of small businesses 
in New York.

After Mayor de Blasio 
signs the BID into law, the 
state comptroller has 30 
days to review it, then it goes 
through a steering commit-
tee, which will act as its fi rst 
board of directors, according 
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Visit Our NEW Web-Site: www.reliablebronxdentist.com
Go To Our Blog To See Our Weekly Specials! 

Vist Our New Web-ite: www.reliablebronxdentist.com
For More Information Visit Us At 

www.bronxdentistny.com

(718) 547-5280
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LET US CATER YOUR NEXT...

ROASTED
TURKEYS

12-16 Lbs.
18-22 Lbs.
24-28 Lbs.
30-36 Lbs.

SIDES
Stuffi ng w/Sausage
Roasted Potatoes
Sweet Potatoes w/Marshmallows
String Bean Almadine
Fresh Cranberry Sauce
Turkey Gravy

WE ALSO HAVE
Sliced Pork w/Gravy
Sliced Roast Beef w/Gravy
Lasagna & Eggplant Parm

PLUS A FULL LINE OF PIES
PLACE YOUR ORDER EARLY

Pork Roast
Roast Beef
Homemade 
Sausage

Braciola
Steaks
Burgers
Chops

Every Thursday is Thanksgiving At Barino’s. Come See Our Selection And Pick Up Your Holiday Menu.

718.828.9200

RAVIOLIS
Sausage & Broccoli Rabe Ravioli
Portabello Mushroom ravioli
Shrimp, Scallop & Lobster Ravioli
Roasted Pepper & Fresh Mozzarella Ravioli
Sundried Tomato & Smoked Mozzarella Ravioli

Try Our Specialty

Pumpkin Pasta Ravioli
Cheese Ravioli
Meat Ravioli
Spinach Ravioli
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Community residents, four-legged friends and NYC Parks Department of-
fi cials join Bronx Parks Commissioner Iris Rodriguez-Rosa (3rd from l), 
Councilman Jimmy Vacca (5th from r) and Andrea Siegel (3rd from r) and 
Edith Blitzer (2nd from r) of the Pelham Parkway Neighborhood Associa-
tion who spearheaded the project. Photo courtesy of NYC Parks Dept.

BY PATRICK ROCCHIO
Some Bronx residents will 

soon have a place where they 
and their pets can socialize. 

NYC Parks Department of-
fi cials and community mem-
bers were on hand on Monday, 
December 4 to announce the 
construction of a new dog run 
in Bronx Park near Boston 
Road, adjacent to a recently 
completed greenway. 

A groundbreaking for the 
project, which is currently in 
its procurement process, is ex-
pected to take place in spring 
2018, said a Parks spokes-
woman. 

The new 17,700 square-foot 
dog run will include two sep-
arate sections for larger and 
smaller four-legged friends 
and came to fruition after a 
meeting between members of 
the Pelham Parkway Neigh-
borhood Association and out-

Local canines are 
barking for proposed 
Bronx Park dog run

going Councilman James 
Vacca, PPPA members said. 

Jacqueline Lutnick, a 
PPPA board member who 
spearheaded the effort along 
with fellow members, said she 
and a co-worker who lives in 
nearby Morris Park met while 
walking their dogs in the park 
and discussed the idea. 

“I think this is something 
that is needed in the commu-
nity,” said Lutnick. “People 
take their dogs to the park and 
in the park there are many 
children, so maybe it will 
make it safer for everyone.” 

She said she also hopes 
that having a central location 
where two- and four-legged 
friends can mix and mingle 
might also encourage dog 
owners to clean up after their 
pets, which is sometimes a 
problem.

Lutnick, the owner of a 

Shih Tzu named Kelev (He-
brew for dog), said that dogs 
need socialization as much 
as their masters, and there 
are services which sometimes 
charge dog owners for the 
privilege, so the dog park will 
provide a needed amenity. 

Because much of the Pel-
ham Parkway community 
lives in apartment buildings, 
it will provide a much-needed 
place for dogs to be dogs, she 
said. 

Edith Blitzer, PPPA presi-
dent, said she believes that 
when the facility is completed, 
the dog run will provide a 
place for neighbors to social-
ize. 

“Pelham Parkway is a 
real melting pot of a commu-
nity and this a great way for 
neighbors to meet neighbors 
while walking their dogs,” 
said Blitzer, adding, “I think 

it is terrifi c because people of 
different backgrounds will be 
able to meet and talk, and I be-
lieve this will make for better 
relations.” 

Both Vacca and Borough 
President Ruben Diaz, Jr. allo-
cated funding to the project — 
$300,000 and $150,000 respec-
tively. 

“Once completed, the new 
dog park is going to be a great 
opportunity for neighborhood 
residents to meet and engage 
with each other right out-
side of their homes with their 
dogs,” said Diaz. “By building 
facilities like this, my hope is 

they will help to enhance the 
social experience not only for 
dogs but for their owners as 
well.”

Vacca said that many parks 
have strict regulations regard-
ing where dogs can be allowed 
off their leashes. Dog runs 
provide space in parks for the 
pets to be able to exercise and 
socialize without a leash. 

“It’s important for our 
four-legged Bronxites to have 
a place to run and play,” said 
Iris Rodriguez-Rosa, Bronx 
Parks commissioner, adding 
the agency is excited to make 
the idea a reality. 
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At Bronx Plastic Surgery, Dr. Robert Goldstein and Dr. Heather Erhard
are committed to enhancing and restoring your natural beauty with the latest
surgical advancements and plastic surgery techniques. At Bronx Plastic Surgery,
we also provide the latest options and techniques in reconstructive surgery.

Schedule your appointment today ... and experience the youthful,
life changing effects of cosmetic surgery!

A POSITIVE EXPERIENCE
We have built a foundation of trust with our patients by treating them as special individuals. Our practice 
puts patients fi rst, providing a positive experience through personalized care to make each consultation 
and procedure as pleasant and comfortable as possible. Read more about our patients positive experiences.

HIGH STANDARDS
Through comprehensive treatment planning and a standard ofv excellence in personalized patient care, Bronx 
Plastic Surgery provides patients with the quality plastic surgery and cosmetic procedures they deserve.

EDUCATION & EXPERIENCE
Dr. Goldstein and Dr. Erhard strive to stay current on the latest standards and surgical techniques as they 
believe that the best plastic surgery procedure outcomes are a result of education and experience. We 
know that you have placed a great deal of confi dence in us to provide a positive surgical experience and 
the outcome you desire, which is why we review your medical history, current health, and expectation and 
motivation for electing any cosmetic procedure before we will agree to perform a procedure.

We are Board Certifi ed Plastic Surgeons this is our area of specialty.  
We our devoted to the education and practice of Plastic Surgery and Reconstructive Surgery.

drgoldstein@bronxplasticsurgery.com | drerhard@bronxplasticsurgery.com | Financing Available 

2425 Eastchester Road
Bronx, NY  10469

Phone: 718-405-7500
www.bronxplasticsurgery.com

BREAST
AUGMENTATION
Including Implants,
Facility Fee and Anesthesia.

$6,800

Botox $11/unit, 2 
syringes of VOLUMA, 
and one area of Botox

TUCK
Including Facility Fee 
and Anesthesia.

$7,000 $1,600
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FIRST
LUTHERAN

CHURCH OF 
THROGGS 

NECK

3075 Baisley Avenue
Bronx, New York 10461-6129

Offi ce: (718) 829-0650
The Rev. Ulf Lunow, Pastor

All Are Welcome
“A child is born for you today! May you hear the 
message again this Christmas. Christmas is about 
new beginnings, greatness in small things, and life 

in the midst of decline and decay. We can hope for 
more we ever dare to imagine.”

www.fi rstlutheranbronx.church

Sunday,
December 24th
The Christmas Eve Candlelight Service

8:30pm

Monday,
December 25th
The Christmas Day Service

10:00am

BY SARAH VALENZUELA
Retired teacher Ted Mieszczanski 

is telling his story of his upbringing 
in the Bronx after coming to the bor-
ough as a refugee from Germany.

Growing Up BX, Tevye’s Story 
is a fictional account, according to 
Mieszczanski. 

But, the book touches on factual 
events from Mieszczanski’s life and 
the hardships he faced as a kid grow-
ing up in the south Bronx in the 
1950s.

“The problems don’t really 
change,” said Mieszczanski, who is 
now 71 and lives in Riverdale. 

“The basic problems like being 
bullied, feeling lonely, being made 
fun of because you’re different, 
made fun of because you’re inter-
ested in things other people are not 
interested in, made fun of because 
you look different haven’t changed,” 
he said.

“I wanted to write something that 
would show kids that there is a way 
to survive and that way is to find 
good friends and those friends can 
be people that don’t necessarily have 
to look like you and they don’t even 
have to be people.”

Mieszczanski, who practices Ju-
daism, said growing up, some of his 
best friends were the books at the 
New York Public Library. 

In the book, Mieszczanski intro-
duces another character, Wilson 
‘Sweets’ Short, the friend he made 
who also faces similar problems. 
Wilson’s character is based on two 
friends Mieszczanski had growing 
up. 

The characters in Growing 
Up BX, Wilson, who is black, and 
Mieszczanski, who is referred to as 
Tevye in the book, helped each other 
through the difficulties of being dif-
ferent. 

“Friendship, racism and how 
different ethnic groups need to un-
derstand each other,” Mieszczanski 
said of the themes found in the book. 
“Anti-intellectualism is a big part 
because in my experience sometimes 
if you strive, others make fun of you 
because they’re jealous or they see 
that as a betrayal of what they con-
sider the ethic they live by.”

“Most of the ‘isms’ we’re dealing 
with now are in that book.”

Mieszczanski initially finished 
writing Growing Up BX in 2005, but 
had not published it until this No-
vember.

Over the course of those 12 years 
Mieszczanski wrote and published 

another book called Star Crossed, 
which is actually part one of Grow-
ing Up BX, along with a few other 
works which he plans to publish in 
the coming year.

Growing Up BX is part three of 
his planned book trilogy, with part 
two still remaining unwritten. 

The non traditional sequence of 
his book releases were the result of  
personal difficulty that came with 
writing Star Crossed, which dis-
cussed his parent’s story of escaping 
a concentration camp during the Ho-
locaust.

Growing Up BX was written be-
cause of Mieszczanski’s testament 
to helping children like the ones he 
taught for about 40 years at P.S. 11 
and C.E.S. 126, though children are 
not his only target audience.

“There’s lessons there for adults 
also,” said Mieszczanski. “We have 
to be kinder to one another, that’s 
the answer to everything. But some-
times we don’t understand it. We 
don’t see it, but if we were a little 
kinder to one another a lot of the 
problems would disappear, a lot of 
unhappy people out there would be 
better.”

Growing Up BX can be purchased 
on Amazon. 

The next book Mieszczanski plans 
to release, 37 Cents and a Song, is un-
related to this series and is expected 
to be released in the new year.

Growing Up BX 
makes the tale of 
2 cities become 1

Ted Mieszczanski 
 Photo courtesy of Ted Mieszczanski
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BY BOB GUILIANO
Tenants of a fi ve-story 

building at 851 E. 163rd Street 
took their landlord to court on 
Thursday, December 7, in the 
aftermath of a fi re in July that 
left 12 residents injured.

A trial being held at Bronx 
Housing and Civil Court, 1118 
Grand Concourse, involves 
tenants testifying about 
their experiences living un-
der poor conditions, includ-
ing their accounts of a fi re 
in the building that resulted 
in one tenant jumping from a 
blazing fi re escape.

Half of the building’s ten-
ants are involved in the case, 
testifying about needed re-
pairs, dangers in the build-
ing, as well as harassment 
from the landlord, according 
to an offi cial familiar with 
the case.

According to a fi re inci-
dent report, dated Sunday, 
July 3, 2017, from the Bureau 
of Fire Investigation, Fire 
Marshall Thomas Driscoll 
determined that the fi re was 
caused by an electrical out-
let.

The fi re started in apart-
ment 23 on the second fl oor, 

Tenants take landlord to court in aftermath of fi re

Tenants of 851 E. 163rd Street protest against their landlord/building 
owner Hiram Colon Jr. over their residence’s unsafe living conditions at a 
rally held outside Bronx Housing and Civil Court on Thursday, December 
7. Photo by Silvio Pacifi co

in the southeast bedroom on 
the west wall in a combusti-
ble material, plastic-wire in-
sulation, according to the re-
port. 

It spread to a mattress 
and couch, then the ceiling, 
fl oor, all four walls and con-
tents, the hallway ceiling and 
walls, kitchen ceiling, walls 
and contents, public hallway 
ceiling and walls, and exte-
rior of south wall and fi re es-
cape, the report said

More than a month after 
the fi re, Colon still had 225 
open violations at the build-
ing, records show.

Residents say electrical 
problems in the building still 
persist and they fear for their 
safety.

One such resident, 
Natasha Tosca, said that 
workers making repairs 
to electrical outlets in her 
apartment did a shoddy job.

Electricians installed 
more outlets in Tosca’s apart-
ment and rewired half of the 
apartment: the hallway, bed-
room and bathroom. 

The kitchen, living room 
and bedroom are all on one 
circuit, she said.

So while installing new 
outlets, they left the old out-
lets in the walls, which could 
become overloaded if a TV or 
a hair dryer is turned on, the 
tenant explained.

Tosca said, “They broke 
open the walls and connected 
the old outlets to the new out-
lets.”

Afterward, no one from 
the NYC Department of 

Buildings came in to inspect 
the work done by Colon’s elec-
tricians, according to Tosca.

At the trial Thursday the 
DOB inspector testifi ed that 
violations he noted in Sep-
tember 2017, two months af-
ter the fi re, could cause a fi re 
in the future.

“With the violations in 
the building, if there was a 
short due to the way the cir-

cuits were not grounded in 
the building, in the worst 
case scenario it could cause 
the wires to burn inside the 
walls and cause a fi re,” the 
inspector testifi ed.

Also, smoke alarms in the 
building did not work or were 
not hooked up, causing a de-
lay in tenants being alerted 
to escape. 

The tenant who jumped 
from a fi re escape did so be-
cause fl ames were shooting 
out of a window below the 
fi re escape, according to an 
offi cial familiar with the in-
cident.

The tenants are being rep-
resented by the Community 
Development Project at Ur-
ban Justice Center, which 
provides legal support to dis-
mantle racial, economic and 
social oppression. 

Funding for the tenant lit-
igation is provided through 
the Offi ce of Civil Justice, 
NYC Human Resources Ad-
ministration.

Several calls by the Bronx 
Times Reporter to landlord/
building owner Hiram Co-
lon Jr.’s attorney were not re-
turned. 
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around
townby Patrick Rocchio

The Bronx Times Reporter 
will publish your announce-
ments. Send announcements 
along with photo, to: Bronx 
Times Reporter, 3604 E. Trem-
ont Avenue, Bronx, NY 10465 or 
e-mail Bronxtimes@aol.com. 
Please include a phone number 
or a way to contact you in case 
of questions. 

Hello readers and welcome 
to another edition of Around 
Town! 

Honors For ADA 

An assistant district attor-
ney in the borough, Lawrence 

Piergrossi, received the pres-
tigious Thomas E. Dewey 
Medal from the New York City 
Bar Association. 

The award is given to out 
annually to an outstanding 
prosecutor in each of the city’s 
fi ve district attorneys offi ces 
and the offi ce of the city’s spe-
cial narcotics prosecutor. 

Piergrossi began his ca-
reer in the Bronx District At-
torney’s offi ce as a law school 
intern in 1997. 

In addition his prosecution 

of public corruption cases, he 
has secured jury trial convic-
tions in over 25 felony cases 
involving domestic violence, 
homicides, child abuse and 
narcotics.

District Attorney Darcel 
Clark said of Piergrossi: Larry 
has earned this prestigious 
award through his nearly 20 
years of investigations and suc-
cessful prosecutions of all types 
of crimes, but notably uniform 
corruption and violence in Rik-
ers Island jails and in the con-
struction industry.  He is also 
worthy of this recognition be-
cause, through his supervisory 
and training roles, he helps our 
assistants to serve as ethical, ef-
fective advocates for the people 
of the Bronx.
Scholarship Money Raised 

Through Food Drive 

Concourse House, Mercy 
Center, Our Lady of Assump-
tion Helping Hands Food Pan-
try, Part of the Solution and 
St. Catherine of Siena Out-
reach benefi tted from over 
32,660 pounds of food donated 

by Fordham Prep students 
and their families this holiday 
season. 

Through their efforts in 
helping others, the school was 
also able to bolster its own 
ability to provide scholarships 
to youngsters who need tu-
ition assistance.     

A former Fordham Prep 
chairman of the school’s 
board, Jim Rowen, gave the 
school $58,500 based on the 

amount of food Fordham Prep 
collected as part of a larger 
food drive called The Great Ig-
nation Challenge. 

The challenge, named after 
Saint Ignatius of Loyola, fi lled 
food banks with over 120,000 
pounds of food from six Jesuit 
high schools in the New York 
City area. 

In total, Rowen contributed 
$300,000 to the six schools to 
help students in need. 
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MACHETE-WIELDING MAN SHOT BY POLICE

A machete-wielding man was shot dead by police in Mott Haven. According to police, 
Mario Sanabria, 69, was shot in an apartment on the third fl oor of 230 Brook Avenue 
just after 4:15 p.m. on Tuesday, December 5. Police said uniformed NYPD Emergency 
Services Division members were executing a search warrant at the apartment when 
two members entered a rear bathroom where they were confronted by a man armed 
with a two-foot long machete. Sanabria, who did not speak English, was ordered by 
police to drop his weapon and allegedly refused to comply. Police said when the 
suspect continued to approach a police offi cer, the police offi cer fi red once, striking 
the man in the chest. Sanabria was pronounced dead at Lincoln Hospital. Police said 
Sanabria was not the suspect for whom they were initially seeking. The warrant was 
obtained to search for guns and drugs in the apartment. Police said Miguel Conde, 
the son of Sanabria’s roommate, was arrested outside of the building and is consid-
ered to be the main suspect. 

(Above) Police roped off the area as they continued their investigation following 
Mario Sanabria’s police involved shooting death. Photo by Edwin Sot

42 Precinct
Friday, December 1 at 8:45 a.m. -- Police got 

a report of a grand larceny in which a 29-year-old 
man informed police that his wallet, which contained 
a passport, debit card and credit cards were taken 
from his car that was parked in front of 422 E. 165th 
Street. After taking the wallet, the a black man with a 
slim build used the victim’s charge card to buy cloth-
ing from a discount department store at 700 Exterior 
Street. He was last seen wearing a Puma jacket, a 
black cap and red sneakers. 

Tuesday, December 5 at 6:15 p.m. -- A 13-year-
old man was approached by three individuals in front 
of 3545 Third Avenue and one of the people displayed 
a knife and demanded the victim’s cellphone. The vic-
tim refused and two of the individuals held the victim 
down when another went into his pants pocket and 
removed his cellphone. The individuals fled north-
bound at 3rd Avenue. 

43 Precinct 
Friday, December 8 at 4:55 p.m. --  It was 

reported to cops that shots were fired at a victim in 
front of 1519 Watson Avenue. The first individual ap-
proached a 20-year-old man, who was a victim, and 
fired several shots at him and struck him twice in the 
legs. The individual, a black man has seen wearing a 

three-fourths length hooded coat that was fur-lined, 
then placed the firearm inside of the second individu-
al’s backpack. Both individuals fled the scene north-
bound on Elder Avenue. The victim was removed to an 
area hospital in stable condition. The second individu-
al was black man who was last seen wearing a black 
hooded jacket with a fur-lined hood. 

45 Precinct 
Saturday, December 10 at 5:30 a.m. --  Police 

responded to a 911 call of an unconscious child inside 
of 758 Quincy Avenue. Upon arrival, officers observed 
a two-month-old girl who was both unresponsive and 
unconscious. The child was taken to Jacobi Medical 
Center, where she was pronounced deceased. The 
Medical Examiner is investigating the cause of the 
child’s death. 

46 Precinct
Monday, December 11 at 9:02 a.m.  --  Cops 

responded to a 911 call about an injured man inside of 
2090 Morris Avenue. Upon their arrival at the scene, 
they found a 61-year-old man who was unconscious 
and unresponsive with multiple stab wounds to the 
body. EMS also responded and pronounced the man 
dead at the scene. There are no arrests at this time 
and the investigation is ongoing. 
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LETTERS TO THE EDITOR
A different Christmas poem

 When I left North Caro-
lina to teach in the Bronx, I 
knew things would be differ-
ent. I never imagined that in 
less than a year I would be at 
an Educators for Excellence 
Fireside Chat, in front of over 
200 colleagues, asking the 
chancellor of the NYC Depart-
ment of Education how she 
plans to create safe and sup-
portive schools on behalf of 
my new students. While this 
issue is crucial for every New 
York City teacher, I needed to 
hear from Chancellor Fariña 
because of one of my own stu-
dents, who I’ll call Duke. 

Duke had a reputation that 
preceded him. His classmates 
preemptively warned me 
about how disruptive he could 
be as soon as he set foot in my 
classroom. It was clear that 
punishment only made Duke 
act out more. The cycle of pun-
ishment can have grave con-
sequences in the long term. A 
study tracking over one mil-
lion students found that stu-
dents expelled or suspended 
for minor offenses -- such as 
using their phone or kiss-
ing in the halls -- were three 
times more likely to interact 

OPED: by Nathaniel Styer A new approach to misbehavior
with the juvenile justice sys-
tem than their peers within a 
year of the punishment. Duke 
looked like he would suffer a 
similar fate. 

But here was an opportu-
nity to change the narrative. I 
wanted to provide Duke a wel-
coming environment and get 
to know him as a person, not 
as a disruptive student. As we 
worked together, I started to 
see changes in his behavior. 

In over a decade as a class-
room teacher, I’ve learned 
that a focus on restorative in-
tervention, instead of punitive 
practices, builds a learning 
environment geared toward 
long-term success. I’ve also 
learned that success is rela-
tive and looks different in 
different settings. We’re all a 
work in progress. 

With Duke, I found that 
the process was very impor-
tant. We established good hab-
its for learning. If he was off-
task, we would fi gure out why 
and jointly come up with a 
plan to help him stay focused 
in the future. Building a rela-
tionship based on respect is 
essential to the success of the 
aforementioned strategies. As 

a result of taking a restorative 
approach for minor incidents 
in class, Duke felt included 
in a way that had previously 
been foreign to him.  

Sometimes we become 
who we are perceived to be. In 
many cases, what we become 
is contrary to who we really 
are. Through a positive ap-
proach, Duke made strides to-
ward becoming a successful 
music student. His true poten-
tial emerged. Behavioral sup-
port is a necessity for many of 
our students. That support can 
look like an unwavering belief 
that they are capable academi-
cally or a strong sense of hope 
in their ability to make good 
choices. 

Teachers can benefi t from 
support as well. Imagine the 
difference that could be made 
for Duke if every teacher was 
trained and confi dent in us-
ing an approach that doesn’t 
revolve around punishment, 
or if we had the funds to hire 
additional staff trained to 
give him the social-emotional 
support he needs. In order to 
support all students, we must 
rethink how we support teach-
ers and school leaders as they 

work to establish and main-
tain safe, welcoming schools. 

Research confi rms this 
idea. The chancellor and Mayor 
de Blasio announced new ini-
tiatives to improve school en-
vironments, including expand-
ing that program to three more 
districts. This was in large 
part due to the advocacy of Ed-
ucators for Excellence teachers 
and their dedicated colleagues 
who have spent the last few 
years asking for the resources 
and structure to support their 
students academically and 
emotionally. Now our leaders 
have answered.

But Duke and tens of thou-
sands of his peers were left 
out of the program’s expan-
sion. Every child deserves ac-
cess to these resources, and 
students like Duke can’t wait 
for this program to come to 
their schools. In our discus-
sion, Chancellor Fariña em-
phasized that “your job as a 
teacher is to give kids hope.” 
But this isn’t something that 
one teacher can achieve alone. 
Giving every student access to 
the District 18 program would 
give hope to teachers and stu-
dents alike.

                 Submitted By Cathy Praino
The embers glowed softly, and in their dim light,
I gazed round the room and I cherished the sight.
My wife was asleep, her head on my chest,
My daughter beside me, angelic in rest.
Outside the snow fell, a blanket of white,
Transforming the yard to a winter delight.
The sparkling lights in the tree I believe,
Completed the magic that was Christmas Eve.
My eyelids were heavy, my breathing was deep,
Secure and surrounded by love I would sleep.
In perfect contentment, or so it would seem,
So I slumbered, perhaps I started to dream.
The sound wasn’t loud, and it wasn’t too near,
But I opened my eyes when it tickled my ear.
Perhaps just a cough, I didn’t quite know, 
Then the sure sound of footsteps outside in the snow.

My soul gave a tremble, I struggled to hear,
And I crept to the door just to see who was near.
Standing out in the cold and the dark of the night,
A lone fi gure stood, his face weary and tight.
A soldier, I puzzled, some twenty years old,
Perhaps a Marine, huddled here in the cold.
Alone in the dark, he looked up and smiled,
Standing watch over me, and my wife and my child.
“What are you doing?” I asked without fear,
“Come in this moment, it’s freezing out here!
Put down your pack, brush the snow from your sleeve,
You should be at home on a cold Christmas Eve!”
For barely a moment I saw his eyes shift,
Away from the cold and the snow blown in drifts.
To the window that danced with a warm fi re’s light
Then he sighed and he said, “It’s really all right,
I’m out here by choice. I’m here every night.”
“It’s my duty to stand at the front of the line,

That separates you from the darkest of times.
No one had to ask or beg or implore me,
I’m proud to stand here like my fathers before me.
My Gramps died at Pearl on a day in December.
Then he sighed, “That’s a Christmas ‘Gram 

always remembers.”
My dad stood his watch in the jungles of ‘Nam,’
And now it is my turn and so, here I am.
I’ve not seen my own son in more than a while,
But my wife sends me pictures, he’s sure got her smile.
Then he bent and he carefully pulled from his bag,
The red, white, and blue... an American fl ag.
I can live through the cold and the being alone,
Away from my family, my house and my home.

I can stand at my post through the rain and the sleet,
I can sleep in a foxhole with little to eat.
I can carry the weight of killing another,
Or lay down my life with my sister and brother...
Who stand at the front against any and all,
To ensure for all time that this fl ag will not fall.D
“So go back inside,” he said, “harbor no fright,
Your family is waiting and I’ll be all right.”
“But isn’t there something I can do, at the least,
Give you money, I asked, or prepare you a feast?
It seems all too little for all that you’ve done,
For being away from your wife and your son.”

Then his eye welled a tear that held no regret,
“Just tell us you love us, and never forget.
To fi ght for our rights back at home while we’re gone,
To stand your own watch, no matter how long.
For when we come home, either standing or dead,
To know you remember we fought and we bled.
Is payment enough, and with that we will trust,
That we mattered to you as you mattered to us.”

A ‘kneed’ for
explanation

Dear editor,
The kneeing and genufl ect-

ing during the Anthem is not 
disrespectful to the Anthem, 
our fl ag, nor our military. It’s 
how we treat one another as 
Americans, as human beings, 
that determines if the fl ag and 
Anthem, its meaning and prin-
ciples, are respected and ad-
hered to.  

That regardless of the dif-
ferent skin colors, different 
ethnic backgrounds, different 
genders, different religions, 
different sexual orientation, we 
all bleed the same color.

That we need to debunk the 
idea of special privileges, of dis-
criminatively placing one over 
another, and advocate equality-
-equal rights, equal enforce-
ment, equal opportunity, equal 
protection, equal truth, and 
equal justice; principles that de-
fi ne this great nation and hence 
the meaning of our U.S. fl ag, 
the Anthem, and the Pledge of 
Allegiance, especially the line 
‘Liberty and justice for all”. 

Michael S. Wilbekin
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BY SARAH VALENZUELA
On Friday, December 1, a cold 

but sunny day, parents and chil-
dren crowded outside the Mosh-
olu Library to have their voices 
heard. 

Library books were read, hot 
chocolate was sipped, and cookies 
were eaten, but the gathering had 
a serious tone. 

This was a protest, and library 
goers were determined to make 
their voices heard by demonstrat-
ing a fundamental part of the 
branch’s programming that was 
missing since its two children’s 
librarians left about four months 
ago. 

“We were very close to our li-
brarians,” said Elisabeth von Uhl, 
one of the parents who organized 
the movement. 

When parents found out that 
both librarians were leaving so 
close together, parents recalled 
feeling “devasted and shocked.” 

The two had become integral 
parts of the community and truly 
cared about the children in the li-
brary, according to parents. 

They often hosted extra activ-
ities, outside of the initial story 
time programming for both par-
ents and kids, with supplies they 
acquired on their own and created 
out of their educational commit-
ment to the library’s visitors, ac-

cording to von Uhl.
“They were really great people 

and we really miss them,” said von 
Uhl, who has been bringing her 
6-year-old son, Dax, to the library 
since he was a baby.

“Since (one of the librarians) 
was an internal transfer, I just 
assumed it would be a couple 
weeks and we would get someone 
new,” von Uhl explained. “But it 
shouldn’t take months.”

The library’s manager had told 
parents the library was replacing 
the librarians but had not given 
a timeline for when the replace-
ments would arrive, according to 
parents who frequent the library.

“We go to the library three 
times a week, minimum,” said 
Tancy Rodriguez, another parent 
who has brought her 5-year-old-
son to the the branch before he 
turned one. “When you go in there 
now it’s madness. There’s kids 
running around because there’s 
just the computers (there are no 
children’s librarians to facilitate 
activities) and you want your kids 
to do something more than have 
just screen time.”

Prior to the protest, parents 
had contacted NYPL and lo-
cal elected offi cials to help raise 
awareness to the immediacy of the 
problem.

“Helping kids learn how to 
read and encouraging them to 
read earlier in life, which is what 
these librarians do, is extremely 
important,” said Assembleyman 
Jeffrey Dinowitz who wrote a let-
ter to NYPL about the vacant posi-
tions on November 27.

“We’ve contacted the library 
and the’ve been proactive about 
fi nding replacements from what 
we heard,” said a representative 
from Councilman Andrew Co-
hen’s offi ce.

The NYPL has since put in 
temporary children’s librarians to 
help facilitate story time and other 
programs at the branch.

“The library expects to fi ll 
two children’s librarian vacan-
cies at the Mosholu branch by the 
end of December,” said Angela 
Montefi nise the senior director of 
Communications and Marketing 
at NYPL, in a statement.

“We have two excellent candi-
dates in various stages of the hir-
ing process.”

“We understand and appreci-
ate that despite these efforts, the 
last four months have been dif-
fi cult for the community, and we 
look forward to returning to a full 
suite of children’s programming 
very soon.”

Mosholu Library protest focuses on children’s librarian vacancies

Rally coordinator Elaine Langer (l) and local youth protested the two vacant children’s librarian positions at 
the Mosholu - NYPL Branch. Photo by Aracelis Batista

Young protester Isaac De Jonge 
participated in the Story Time 
protest at Mosholu - NYPL Branch.
 Photo by Aracelis Batista
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SMELL GAS. ACT FAST. Natural gas is clean, efficient 

and convenient. We cook 

with it. Keep warm with it. 

Even dry our clothes with 

it. Every day, Con Edison 

delivers natural gas safely 

and reliably to thousands 

of homes and businesses 

through a network of 

underground pipelines. 

Here are some tips to help 

everyone stay safe.

Gas leaks can create fires and explosions. It’s important that you 

and your family know how to recognize a gas leak and what to do 

if you suspect a leak.

  SIGNS OF A GAS LEAK
• Smell – A distinctive, strong odor similar to rotten eggs.

• See – A white cloud, mist, fog, bubbles in standing water, 
blowing dust or vegetation that appears to be dead or dying for 
no reason.

• Hear – Roaring, hissing or whistling.

   WHAT TO DO IF YOU DETECT  
A GAS LEAK

• Leave immediately and take others with you.

• If you are outside, leave the area immediately.

• Do not light a match or smoke, turn appliances or lights on or off 
(including flashlights), use a telephone or start a car. Doing so can 
produce sparks that might cause the gas to explode.

• Find a phone away from the area and call 911 or 

1-800-75-CONED (1-800-752-6633). You can report leaks 
anonymously.

• Do not assume someone else will report the condition. Call 
even if you are in a public area.

• National Grid customers should call 1-718-643-4050.

• Tell us if there is a problem with your electric service.

• Follow directions from emergency responders who are on site.

   
BEFORE YOU DIG, CALL 811

There are almost 4,300 miles of underground gas pipelines in our 
service area. The slightest scratch, scrape, dent or gouge can 
result in a dangerous leak. To protect these pipelines, you must 
call the local one-call center at 811 two to ten days before you 
dig or excavate on public or private property. After you call, utility 
companies will mark the approximate location of their lines at no 
charge to you. 

  LEARN MORE
For gas safety tips, visit conEd.com/GasSafety.
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BY ROBERT WIRSING
A 20-year-old local park re-

opened to much fanfare follow-
ing vital renovations.

On Thursday, November 
30, NYC Parks Commissioner 
Mitchell Silver, Bronx Parks 
Commissioner Iris Rodriguez-
Rosa, NYC Department of En-
vironmental Protection Com-
missioner Vincent Sapienza, 
Councilman Rafael Salamanca 
and East Bronx Academy for 
the Future students cut the rib-
bon for the recently renovated 
Seabury Park.

The park design is based 
on feedback obtained directly 
from the community at public 
input sessions.

Funded with $777,000 by 
Mayor de Blasio, Seabury Park 
is the fi rst Community Parks 
Initiative site to open in the 
Bronx after undergoing full re-
construction.

The completely transformed 
0.19 acre park now features a 
new multi-use court designed 
for basketball, volleyball, street 
games and other sports; a seat-
ing area with benches and pic-
nic tables and new trees and fo-
liage.

“Before this renovation, 

Seabury Park reopens following renovations

Councilman Salamanca (4th from l), NYC Parks Commissioner Silver (c), Bronx Parks Commissioner Rodriguez-
Rosa (2nd from r) and community members were excited to open the newly renovated Seabury Park. 
 Photo by Aracelis Batista

eighty percent of Seabury Park 
was closed to the public be-
cause of sinking pavement and 
other unsafe conditions,” noted 
Silver. “I know this revamped 
park will be heavily used by 
children at the East Bronx 
Academy who have played on 
these courts for many years.”

To facilitate water runoff, 
green infrastructure has been 
added throughout Seabury 
Park in coordination with 
DEP. The parks’ green features 
include a rain garden, under-
ground storm chambers, per-

meable concrete and fl ood-tol-
erant plants.

“The newly installed green 
infrastructure at this play-
ground will help to reduce 
stormwater runoff, improve 
the health of the surrounding 
waterways and beautifying 
the neighborhood,” expressed 
Commissioner Sapienza.

DEP has committed approx-
imately $50 million in funding 
for green infrastructure instal-
lations at CPI sites throughout 
the city, helping to reduce sewer 
overfl ows that sometimes occur 

during heavy rainfall, improve 
air quality and lower summer-
time temperatures.

“These are the types of in-
vestments needed in the south 
Bronx,” said Councilman 
Salamanca. “The Mid-Bronx 
Desperadoes saw the need for 
greenspace here 20 years ago 
and I’m pleased that the city is 
building on their commitment 
to the community by this siz-
able investment to renovate 
Seabury Park.”

MBD Community Hous-
ing Corporation was founded 

in 1974 as a coalition of volun-
teers determined to save their 
Crotona Park East community 
from overwhelming incidents 
of arson, disinvestment, aban-
donment and population loss.

The non-profi t organization 
has been the driving force be-
hind Seabury Park’s inception 
and development since 1994 
when MBD met with residents 
to transform the L-shaped lot 
into a community park.

“It’s a beautiful park and 
we highly commend Parks on 
its wonderful renovation,” said 
Derrick Lovett, MBD presi-
dent.

Formerly an abandoned lot, 
Seabury Park was permanently 
designated a park under Parks’ 
jurisdiction on April 4, 1997.

It was offi cially opened to 
the public on October 29, 1997.

Seabury Park is also known 
as ‘Mid-Bronx Desperadoes 
Community Park’ and ‘Peo-
ple’s Park’ in recognition of the 
community effort that made 
the park a reality.

Its offi cial name commemo-
rates Dr. Samuel Seabury III, 
a rector of St. Peter’s Protes-
tant Episcopalian Church at 
Westchester Square.
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Carving Table
 Roasted Pig, Turkey & Skirt Steak
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 Array of Chinese Cuisine
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Seafood Station

Pasta Station
An Array of Freshly Made Pastas

 Shrimp Cocktail  Raw Oysters

Chafing Station
 Chicken Scarpariello   Rollatini
 Ropa Vieja  Fried Calamari
 Arroz Con Gandule  BBQ Ribs
 Sausage & Broccoli Rabe  Seafood Paella
 Baked Clams  Veal & Peppers
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 Filet  with Jumbo Shrimp Oregannata
 Roasted Potato  String Beans
 Pastries & Cookies  
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Have You Ever Considered
Opening Your Heart and
Home to a Child In Need?

We need your help now.
Let it begin with you.

853 Longwood Avenue
Bronx, NY 10459

www.sdfs.org

We are looking for foster parents who are 
willing to open their homes and hearts to 
our many children and teens in need. If you 
have ever considered sharing the love in your 
home with a foster child in need, you can 
take an easy first step to help them become 
successful in life. Please call Saint Dominic’s 
Family Services at (917) 645-9145 or 917-645-
9157 for more information. We will support 
and guide you every step of the way.

BY SARAH VALENZUELA
Santander  Bank offi cially 

cut the ribbon on its new lo-
cation in the south Bronx on 
Wednesday, December 6. 

Though this is only the 
bank’s third branch in the 
Bronx, the company promised 
to generously contribute to its 
host communities.

“It is really just a demon-
stration of our commitment to 
a borough that’s vibrant,” said 
Santander’s Metro New York 
and Northern New Jersey re-
gion president, Elsie Leon-
Cruz. “It’s up and coming and 
there’s a lot of tremendous op-
portunity there and we want to 
be a part of that.”

The bank has branches in 
all fi ve boroughs of New York 
City. 

However, its new location at 
220 E. 161st Street near Yankee 
Stadium was especially notable 
for Leon-Cruz, who grew up in 
the south Bronx. 

“To come back and be able 
to give back in a small way, it’s 
very powerful and I’m very 
proud of that,” Cruz added.

Though the ribbon cutting 
took place in December, San-
tander’s 161st Street branch ac-
tually opened for business on 

Santander Bank cuts ribbon on new south Bronx location

Santander Bank executives and branch colleagues celebrated the ribbon cutting of the new location which 
includes local artwork refl ective of the immediate community inside of the branch. 
 Photo courtesy of Santander Bank

November 13th.
Since then, the bank has 

seen more customers than an-
ticipated. They have assisted 
with everything from answer-
ing fi nancial questions of those 
who do not bank with San-
tander, to helping others open 
accounts or provide regular 
banking services for existing 
customers.

In the same area as the 161st 
Street branch, there are two 
larger banks that have had 
their locations in the vicinity 
for many years.  

In fact, many pedestrians 

who were passing by the new 
branch were not fully aware of 
Santander’s presence. 

“I didn’t even know this 
was a bank,” said one gentle-
man who worked as a security 
guard in the shopping center 
where the bank is located. 

“I don’t bank here, I’m just 
using the ATM,” said a shopper 
who walked out of the neigh-
boring Food Bazaar supermar-
ket.

Some, however, said they 
had benefi tted from the open-
ing of Santander in this loca-
tion.

“My mom banks here,” 
said a high school girl who 
stopped by the branch to ask 
about depositing paychecks. 
“It’s defi nitely convenient. 
Their other location isn’t 
near here and the other ones 
are in the city.”

While the company said 
their work is not focused on 
big marketing at the local level, 
one of the ways Santander is 
helping the community is by 
staffi ng their banks with ex-
perienced local workers who 
know the people from the com-
munity.

“It’s not necessarily about 
the brick and mortar but about 
how we help our customers,” 
Leon-Cruz explained. “There’s 
a very warm environment and 
a smaller footprint to really 
support our customers at what-
ever stage they are in their life, 
whether it’s to open an account 
or get more information about 
loans, that’s what we’re there 
for.”

During the ribbon cutting, 
Santander presented checks to 
two local organizations, Bronx 
Works and the Women’s Hous-
ing and Economic Develop-
ment Corporation.

“Getting that support from 
Santander, who’s shown they 
are invested in supporting 
Bronx communities and Bronx 
businesses, that’s really mean-
ingful and really exciting,” 
said Alix Fellman, a WHEDCo  
manager. 

Santander plans to leverage 
already existing fi nancial lit-
eracy programs at local public 
schools during 2018.

Santander Bank is owned by 
the larger Spanish Santander 
Bank, Banco Santander. 

Though Santander’s home 
base is in Boston, MA it has lo-
cations throughout the north-
east part of the country.
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New Year’s Eve Gala

With a front row seat to the Manhattan Skyline and the Long Island 
Sound, spend your evening celebrating the New Year in style in 

Marina Del Rey’s ballrooms while enjoying our renowned cuisine.

Beginning at 7:30PM
Our famous deluxe hot & cold cocktail soiree 
with a seafood station 
Unlimited Beverage and Liquor Service
Coffee—Tea—Decaf 
Viennese Dessert Table With Deluxe Breakfast

Dancing until 2:00AM
Featuring continuous music by
“THE PROJEKT”  All Night Long

Dinner
Pasta Trio Appetizer
Main Course: Surf & Turf

At Midnight
Champagne Toast To Ring In The New Year

Reservations: 718-931-6500

All Inclusive
$150 Per Person

Thru November 30th

$175 Per Person
After November 30th
$50 deposit required

Full payment due on or Before 
December 29, 2017

Visa/Mastercard accepted

Marina Del Rey

Spe ctacular Wate rviews

1 Marina Drive Bronx NY 10465
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1748 Crosby Avenue, Bronx, NY 10461 • (718) 792-2020
1086 Morris Park Avenue, Bronx, NY 10461 • (718) 892-7000

www.eyedoctorsbronx.com

DOCTORS OF OPTOMETRY:
Dr. A.J. Contento • Dr. Evan Kaplan • Dr. Annette Contento 

Most Medical & Optical Plans Accepted

FIND THE L ATEST TRENDS & ST YLES

Thinking about  
LASER VISION CORRECTION?

Come in for a FREE consultation & see if  
you are a candidate. Find out the facts from  

our Doctors at Eye Care Unlimited.

Use Your Flex Spending  
   Before the Year Runs Out!

CHRISTMAS TOY DRIVE
Bring a new, unwrapped toy  

to Eye Care Unlimited  for 
the children of Maria Fareri 

Children’s Hospital

Councilman James Vacca (c), NYC Parks Bronx Borough commissioner Iris Rodriguez-Rosa (3rd from r), District 10 manager Matthew Cruz (r) with the 
construction team, cement mason, blacksmith and other community members. Photo by NYC Parks / M. Pinckney

BY SARAH VALENZUELA
On Tuesday, December 12, 

the ribbon was offi cially cut 
on Amendola Plaza to com-
memorate the completion of 
the beautifi cation project. 

Construction on the proj-
ect began in October 2015. 

The initial contractor de-
faulted and a string of other 
problems arose, causing the 
re-construction to slow, ac-
cording to NYC Bronx Parks 
Commissioner, Iris Rodri-
guez-Rosa.

“The intent of this proj-
ect was to design a space that 
communities and local resi-
dents can enjoy while wait-
ing for their bus or train,” 
Rodriguez-Rosa said during 
the ceremony. 

“This project converted 
a large expanse of formerly 
unattractive paving into a 
pedestrian friendly trans-
portation hub. The design is 
both sustainable and mainte-
nance friendly.”

The major components of 
the project required install-
ing iron fencing around the 
gardens and fi nishing the 
cement work in the plaza, 
which slowed after the fi rst 
contractor defaulted.

Amendola Plaza beautifi cation project offi cially completed

The project was funded by 
Councilman James Vacca.

 The councilman said,  
“There were times I thought 
this project would never get 
through.”

Vacca allocated over 
$900,000 for green relief, ac-
cording to the councilman 
and NYC Parks.

“I didn’t see this process 
from the beginning from the 
community board level,” said 

Cruz who replaced Kenneth 
Kearns after he retired in 
the spring of 2017. “It’s pretty 
important that this project 
came to a close.”

Amendola Plaza has thou-
sands of commuters a day, 
and though the public tran-
sit hub is under the jurisdic-
tion of the NYC Department 
of Transportation, the NYC 
Parks department has the 
ability to develop horticul-

ture in certain areas, accord-
ing to Rodriguez-Rosa.

Commuters that pass 
through the plaza agreed the 
project was appreciated.

“It looks nice. It’s about 
time they brighten up the 
area,” said John Rodriguez, 
a commuter admiring the 
gardens while standing near 
a bus stop. 

“All you’ve got to see are 
the walls (that line the Bruck-

ner Expressway), so it looks 
nice like this,” he added.

“The beautifi cation looks 
nice, but I think it takes up 
some of the space that was 
used to wait for the bus, but 
otherwise I understand it. 
It’s nice,” said another com-
muter, Keke LeBron, who 
was walking by the gardens 
at the same time the ribbon 
was being cut.

.
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1634 EEastchester RRoad •• BBronx, NNew YYork 110461 •• TT 7718‐319‐0900   FF 7718‐319‐0910
www.pinebargrill.com
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‘Tis the season to enjoy 
the holiday festivities at

Host your holiday celebra�on in one of our private dining spaces. 
From cocktail party to sit down dinner, we do it all.

Let us cater to your home or office party. 
Choose from menu packages or customize your own.

Spend Christmas Eve with us to experience the tradi�onal Feast of the Seven Fishes,
or dine off the regular menu. Santa will be spreading holiday cheer 
with gi�s for the children. Make reserva�ons early, space is limited.

PINE
BAR & GRILL

A Pine Bar + Grill gift card makes the perfect stocking stuffer, 
so we are offering 10% off any gift card purchase of 

$50.00 or more. Offer valid until 12-31-17.

happy
new year

2018!
come celebrate

with us!

4 Hour Open Bar

Champagne Toast at Midnight

Entertainment by DJ ISH

Food Stations from Around the Globe

Festive Party Favors

Rooftop Cigar Lounge

Bottle Service (additional)

Hookah Service (additional)

Continental Breakfast Starting at 2:00 AM

Valet Parking

$90 per person + tax & gratuity

For Details and Reservations

Please Call Louis 917.217.8166

PINE
BAR & GRILL

Champagne 

Celebration

Party Starting

at 9:00 PM
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William Lynam Photo courtesy of Sloan

BY PATRICK ROCCHIO
Two borough schoolteachers are be-

ing recognized for excellence in spark-
ing their students’ interest in math 
and science and for getting positive 
classroom results. 

Jason Garofalo, a mathematics 
teacher at Marble Hill School for In-
ternational Studies at the JFK High 
School campus and William Lynam, 
a science teacher at Gotham Collab-
orative High School at the Adlai E. 
Stevenson Educational Campus were 
announced the winners of the presti-
gious Sloan Award for Excellence in 
Teaching Math and Science. 

Garofalo and Lynam are two of 
seven teachers from around the city 
who won the honor, which comes with 
$5,000 prizes for the teachers and $2,500 
awards for their schools to strengthen 
science or math departments. 

These were the ninth annual 
awards Sloan awards, which are spon-
sored by the Fund for the City Of New 
York. They were awarded on Monday, 
December 4.

Garofalo and Lynam were selected 
after interviews with school offi cials, 
students and colleagues. 

Garofalo teaches Algebra 2, mostly 
to 11th graders, and is in his tenth year 
at his school and his 13th year teach-
ing. 

The teacher said he likes to engage 
the students by encouraging them to 
experiment with mathematics and 
learn to solve problems in different 
ways. 

“A lot of my students come in think-
ing they need to memorize steps to 
learn mathematics,” said Garofalo. “I 
want my students to have the mindset 
that they can fi gure out mathematics 
based on knowledge they already pos-
sess.”

He encourages a collaborative 
classroom setting where interaction 
can take place between students. 

“When it comes to mathematics, 
(my educational philosophy) is basi-
cally to have my students be mathema-
ticians,” said Garofalo. 

The collaborative environment in 
his classroom also is helpful for many 
of his students who are English lan-
guage learners, he added. 

“It not only helps their communica-
tion skills, but sometimes I think they 

Two boro teachers 
take home the coveted 
citywide Sloan Award

can explain things to each other better 
than I can,” he said. 

Garofalo said just being considered 
for the award was both humbling and 
an honor. 

He added that he works with an ex-
cellent staff of fellow teachers and that 
any of his colleagues could have won 
the award as well. 

An administrator at his school nom-
inated him for the award. Garofalo is a 
Math for America Master Teacher. 

Lynam teaches Environmental Sci-
ence to 11th and 12th graders and helps 
run a student internship program 
with a three-acre outdoor ‘laboratory,’ 
a garden on the school’s campus. 

His teaching methods involve 
bringing out non-stressful moments 
of learning in the school’s vast out-
door garden that includes an orchard 
he created from an abandoned lot that 
now boasts over 250 fruit trees, as well 
as an organic vegetable garden and 
other bucolic facilities with rabbits 
and chickens. 

Lynam said that when he was in 
high school he got great grades and 
was on the honor roll, but he recalls 
nothing really all that remarkable 
about the experience. He doesn’t want 
his students to have that same mem-
ory. 

“I want my students to think back 
on high school about crazy, instruc-
tive moments that they can carry with 
them and potentially use to their own 
betterment,” said Lynam. 

S SSHOP OUR CLASSIFIED 
PAGES EVERY WEEK AND 

SAVE MONEY
COMMUNITY BANKING FROM MONTAUK TO MANHATTAN
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1001 Castle Hill Avenue 
Bronx, NY 10472

718-319-1200

Come Watch 
all of 

The NFL Games 
on our 

Large Screen 
TV’s...

   
   
   

Daily 
Special

$3 
Mimosas

Happy Hour 
Daily

3pm – 8pm
Mixed Drinks...

Many Party Packages 

To Choose From!

OPEN BREAKFAST, LUNCH & DINNER  SUN. THRU THURS. 1AM, FRI. & SAT. 2AM!
FREE Delivery! (3 Mile Radius)

DJ Spinning 
Every Friday and Saturday Night 

8pm – 12am
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BY PATRICK ROCCHIO
A new medical facility to treat neo-

natal heart conditions opened with 
fanfare at Montefi ore.

Montefi ore held a ribbon cutting 
on Monday, December 4 for its John 
H. Gutfreund Fetal Heart Program 
at Montefi ore’s Hutchinson Campus, 
dedicating a new cardiac care center 
to serve pregnant women and their 
families. 

The program goal is to provide 
mothers with the most advanced, 
comprehensive and state-of-the-art 
cardiac care in the fetal stage and for 
newborns, said Dr. Nadine Choueiter, 
program director and an assistant pro-
fessor of pediatrics at the Albert Ein-
stein College of Medicine. 

“The Bronx is an underserved com-
munity and (the idea for the center) 
came from a need to provide the com-
munity access to fetal cardiac care,” 
said Choueiter. “It is very important 
in this time and era to diagnose espe-
cially critical cardiac disease before 
children are born because it defi nitely 
affects the chance of survival after de-
livery.” 

Heart disease is the most common 
inborn condition affecting newborns, 
with some 40,000 cases each year in 
the United States, said Choueiter. 

“Diagnosing cardiac disease before 
a baby is born decreases the chances 
of a baby being very sick,” she said. “It 
allows us to counsel the parents and 
families and to prepare them not just 
from a medical standpoint but from a 
social standpoint.”

The care and preparation before 
birth allows families to better pre-
pare to manage the needs of a child 
with heart disease, as well as avoid 
more serious cases of new-born heart 
disease which can sometimes worsen 
and affect other organs if not treated 
in utero. 

Mothers who are especially prone 
to having children in need of fetal 
heart care, something that is typically 
determined in the second trimester, 
include moms who have diabetes or lu-
pus, said Choueiter.

The center’s team includes cardiol-
ogists, cardiothoracic surgeons, social 
workers, child-life specialists, quality-
in-life specialists, obstetricians, ma-
ternal-fetal medicine specialists, neo-
natologists and nurse practitioners in 
decision making from pre-natal diag-
nosis to post-birth surgery. 

The center, situated in the Hutchin-
son Metro Center, is part of the Chil-
dren’s Hospital at Montefi ore and is 
close to Weiler/Einstein hospital.

Weiler Hospital is home to Mon-
tefi ore’s labor and delivery services 
and neonatal intensive care unit, mak-
ing for easy collaboration and trans-
port between the facilities. 

Funding for the program came 
from a $1 million grant from the Stav-
ros Niarchos Foundation, an interna-
tional foundation that makes grants in 
medicine, as well as arts, culture and 
education. 

The fetal heart program is named 
after Gutfreund, a Montefi ore board 
member for decades who had a strong 
commitment to serving the medically 
under-serviced. 

His son J.P. Gutfreund is now a 
Montefi ore trustee, and said that he 
and his family are thrilled about the 
opening of the center. 

“In my father’s more than fi ve de-
cades of devoted board service to Mon-
tefi ore, CHAM was always a part of 
the organization that held a special 
meaning to him,” he said. “I know he 
would have been a great supporter of 
the amazing work that will be done 
at this center by heart specialists Dr. 
Daphne Hsu, Dr. Giles Peek, Dr. Na-
dine Choueiter and their team.”

Fetal heart care center 
opens on Montefi ore’s 
Hutch-Metro campus

Susan Gutfreund (c), wife of the late-John Gutfreund, a board member at Montefi ore for 
decades for whom the new pediatric heart center is named for, cuts the ribbon on the new 
facility on Monday, December 11. She is standing next to her son JP Gutfreund, a current 
board member, on her left and Dr. Steven Safyer, Montefi ore CEO. 
 Photo courtesy of Montefi ore
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BY SARAH VALENZUELA
A Bronx native is trying to 

subtly change the negative ste-
reotype of the Bronx through 
fi lm. The results: Good N’ 
Screwed.

Screenwriter and actress, 
Joanna Bonaro, who is known 
for her roles in Law and Or-
der: SVU among other fl icks, 
wrote the comedy series in 
2015 and dedicated it to her 
mother, Grace, who passed 
away in 2016. 

After she passed away, Bon-
aro started fi lming the show’s 
pilot.

“We (my sister and I) had 
just come from the cemetery 
for the fi rst time, St. Ray-
mond’s Cemetery,” said Bon-
aro. “We were going to go to 
Patricia’s, and we were walk-
ing around looking at my old 
neighborhood, so to speak, 
and we passed a cigar store 
(Avenue Cigar Lounge).”

“We had a cigar store scene 
and we were looking for a cigar 
store to fi lm in,” Bonaro con-
tinued. “The owner said come 
inside and we started to talk 
and it was like being home. 
Dominick Principato (the 
owner) he offered the store for 
free and I just thought it was 

Good N’ Screwed brings Bronx infl uence to the big screen

mom coming down and help-
ing us.”

The pilot for the show de-
buted in New York City on Fri-
day, December 8 in the Amer-
ican Filmatic Awards at St. 
Francis College. 

Some of the main scenes 
in the show takes place in lo-
cations Joanna was familiar 
with growing up, like the ci-
gar shop on Morris Park Av-
enue.

While not all of the scenes 

are in the Bronx and the 
show is not about the Bronx 
or even about New York City, 
the subtle exposure of the 
borough was included for 
good reason.

“I’m very proud of coming 
from the Bronx but sometimes 
it wasn’t easy saying I grew up 
in the Bronx because people 
have this rather tainted view-
point about it sometimes,” 
Bonaro explained. 

“For me to represent what 

I consider my borough, for me 
to be able to show locations 
around the Bronx, and just 
tell the story about how I got 
the site just shows what won-
derful people live there.”

The plot of the show re-
volves around the main char-
acter, Nina, who is also played 
by Bonaro, trying to fi nd love 
after fi ling for divorce. 

Nina is a middle aged 
woman who soon realizes the 
‘love game’ is not the same as 

it was when she was younger. 
The show features differ-

ent love scenarios that play 
out through other middle aged 
woman, and even through 
Nina’s teenage daughter, Mia 
Monte, who shows the dispar-
ity of love and relationships at 
a younger age.

Bonaro is not the only 
member of the ensemble with 
ties to the Bronx, however. 

Anna Whitty, who plays 
Mia Monte, is actually the 
daughter of Bonaro’s best 
friend from Christopher Co-
lumbus High School. 

Another actor, Warren Bub, 
who plays Father Anthony, the 
priest Nina develops a crush 
on, is also a Throggs Neck na-
tive.

“A lot of times the Bronx 
gets a bad rap and is forgotten 
about,” remarked Bub about 
fi lming in the area. “Every-
thing is either done in Queens, 
Manhattan or Brooklyn and 
the Bronx seems to get pushed 
out. I love that more stuff is 
coming back to the Bronx.”

The pilot has been pitched 
to various streaming websites 
like Netfl ix and Hulu. Bonaro 
could only confi rm there was 
interest in the piece.

(l-r) Warren Bub, Joanna Bonaro, and Anna Whitty at the American Filmatic Awards on Friday, December 8. 
 Community News Group/Sarah Valenzuela
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*$100 heating oil credit available for new automatic delivery customers only. All offers are delivered as an account credit and subject to credit approval. Additional terms and conditions apply.  
Cannot be combined with any other offer. Offer expires 3/31/18.  Nassau Lic. No. H36006309. Suffolk Lic. No. 3134-P, 2901-RE. NYC Lic. No. 1314079. ©2017 Petro. P_17589

Heating Oil   |   Natural Gas Services   |   Cooling   |   Chimney

855.249.1008     petro.com     

Integrity.  Honesty.  Reliability.

For over 100 years, your neighbors have placed their trust in our people.  
From delivering oil on time, every time, to 24/7 emergency service from the best technicians in the business,  

Petro will always deliver exactly what we promise to our customers.

Join us today to save $100 on heating oil! 

BY BOB GUILIANO
Local veterans marked the 

anniversary of Pearl Harbor 
Day and the completion of a 
memorial at Bicentennial Vet-
erans Memorial Park at Weir 
Creek near Edgewater Park 
on Thursday, December 7.

The ceremony was a 
joint event between Silver 
Beach, Theodore Korony and 
Throggs Neck American Le-
gion posts, according to Pat 
Devine, Bronx County Amer-
ican Legion leader.

A $200,000 project funded 
by Councilman James Vacca 
enhances the plaza area 
around a monument dedicated 
to veterans, with interlocking 
stones replacing granite-like 
pavement that was chipping 
and cracking. 

The increase in concrete 
surfacing will allow veter-
ans to accommodate larger 
crowds at such events as Pearl 
Harbor Remembrance Day, 
Memorial Day, and at the con-
clusion of the Throggs Neck 
Veterans Day parade.

“The park is a living me-

Veterans mark Pearl Harbor 
Day, renovated monument

morial to veterans that died 
in our community,” Devine 
said. Relatives of fallen veter-
ans select a tree and make it a 
living memorial to them.

The bicentennial park was 
created in 1976, when it was 
dedicated to veterans in all 
the wars to the present, ac-
cording to Devine. 

Every year several posts 
get together at the park and 
lay a wreath, talk about the 
Pearl Harbor attack, how 
many planes were involved, 
how many people were killed, 
and play taps.

Another veteran, Tony Sal-
imbene, Bronx County Amer-
ican Legion Commander, said 
that “the American Legion 
will not forget things like the 
sinking of the USS Maine, 
Pearl Harbor Day, the 911 at-
tacks. We were there to com-
memorate those who died in 
the sneak attack against our 
country.”

Salimbene added that “we 
can be Christian and forgive, 
but we’re not going to forget.”

The American Legion built 

the park in a grassroots ef-
fort, according to Salimbene.

“If it wasn’t for Pat and 
some of the other guys, this 
area would have been a gar-
bage dump.”

In an offi cial statement, 
Governor Cuomo spoke about 
the anniversary of Pearl Har-
bor.

“Today, we observe the 
attack on Pearl Harbor 76 
years ago and we honor the 
memories of those who made 
the ultimate sacrifice,” 
Cuomo stated. “The date 
that lives in infamy changed 
the course of our nation’s 
history, and following the 
attack, Americans came to-
gether as one to fight for our 
freedom, our democracy and 
the values this nation was 
founded upon.”

Cuomo noted that nearly 
1.7 million New Yorkers went 
on to serve in World War II, 
more than from any other 
state in the nation. 

“These courageous ser-
vice members put their lives 
on the line for our country, 

and their service continues 
to deliver freedom that we are 

grateful for each and every 
day,” Cuomo stated. 

The completion of a monument featuring a fl ag pole fl ying several fl ags 
honoring veterans was marked during a dedication ceremony at the Bi-
centennial Veterans Memorial Park at Weir Creek on Thursday, December 
7. The event also marked the anniversary of military personnel lost in the 
attack on Pearl Harbor. Community News Group/Bob Guiliano
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In keeping with tradition, Westchester Square became a Winter Wonderland to welcome the upcoming holiday season. The Westchester Square Business Improvement 
District and Councilman James Vacca co-hosted the fi fth annual Westchester Square Holiday Celebration on Friday, December 8 at Owen Dolen Park which featured a 
Christmas tree lighting ceremony and surprise visit from Santa Claus. Adding to the merriment were the Yuletide Carolers who gave a rousing performance of classic 
Christmas carols as eager guests sang together well into the night.  Above, Aria received a bear hug while enjoying some refreshing hot chocolate.  Photos by Laura Stone

Westchester Square Welcomes The Holiday Season

(l-r) Security Anthony Garcia; John Collazzi, Assemblyman Michael Benedet-
to’s chief of staff; Laura Guerriero, Bronx Times Reporter publisher; Yuletide 
Singers Katie Zaffrann and Hannah Kurtz; Santa Claus; Yuletide Singers Kanan 
Vasudevan and Darren Lougee; John Bonizio, WSBID chairman and Lisa Sorin, 
WSBID executive director.

The Abominable Snowman, an illuminated Christmas tree, the Ice Queen and 
one of Santa’s elves entertained the crowd.

Santa; event volunteers from Renaissance High 
School for Musical Theater and Technology; WSBID 
mascot Wes and Yuletide Singers Kanan Vasudevan, 
Katie Zaffrann and Hannah Kurtz wished everyone a 
merry holiday season.

Owen Dolen after school program children celebrated 
the holidays with the Abominable Snowman, illumi-
nated Christmas tree, Ice Queen, Santa’s elf, Wes and 
John Bonizio.

Sisters Rosalina (l) and Rosaura Agosto trav-
eled all the way from Parkchester to meet 
Santa.

Renaissance High School for Musical 
Theater and Technology volunteers 
Erika (l) and Jael were ready to hand 
out holiday gifts.
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Hon. Annabel Palma 
Chair of the Bronx Delegation 
New York City Council 
250 Broadway 
New York, NY 10007 
 
RE: Introduction of Bill 1303 

December 12, 2017 
 

Dear Councilmember Palma: 
 
The Speaker’s introduction of Bill 1303 RE: Street Vending (aging as of December 11, 2017) is a rushed and non-
transparent attempt to have it passed by the City Council and sets a precedent whereby legislation in enacted without 
research or a public process.  The Bronx Business Improvement Districts, representing 1,200 small businesses, urge you to 
take significant and meaningful measures to ensure that any bill that is considered before the Council is done in a thoughtful, 
public manner that embraces evidence-based research while also accounting for unintended consequences related to the 
passage of the bill.  
 
As you are aware the Bronx’s commercial districts are experiencing a rebirth.  With this growth comes new opportunity to 
activate vacant spaces, update area infrastructure, and ensure that sidewalks are safe and well programmed for residents and 
shoppers while also maintaining a vibrant, regulated, and safe street life for vendors. 
 
Street vendors add to the essence of communities across the City and provide a platform for local economies. This is a fact 
that no one will debate. Our collective objection is to the rushed passage of complex legislation in the final days of the Council 
session, with no disclosure of the terms and no opportunity for the public to weigh in on a complicated and critically 
important measure.  Additionally, the bill lacks evidence-based research and may actually harm the very individuals the bill 
seeks to protect; striking a blow to our local economies and putting increased strain on street vending based household 
incomes. 
 
You, as well as a majority of Councilmembers, have expressed concern for the entrepreneurs who run small businesses, the 
lifeblood of our Districts and the City and the backbone of our communities.  The Administration has publicly noted that the 
“thoroughly irrational” regulatory system for street vending needs to be rationalized because current conditions on City 
sidewalks are “mayhem.”  We encourage you to use this time as an opportunity to transform a broken and obsolete system 
into a more comprehensive and sustainable marketplace for all.  This issue deserves careful consideration – not rushed 
judgement. 
 
While vendors add to the life blood of our economies and local flavor, the legislation in front of the Council will hurt our 
communities and the vending economy the legislation seeks to protect.  We urge you and the Bronx delegation to move to 
have the bill withdrawn. 
 
Thank you for your attention to this matter. 
 
Respectfully,  
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HolidayBAY PLAZA

Great gift ideas for 
 everyone in the family 
with over 55 shops & restaurants
 and with the Mall at Bay Plaza 
right next door you get over a 100 more!

Saks Fifth Avenue - OFF 5TH    Toys R Us   Marshalls   Modells

Holiday Shopping has arrived 
and is easy at BAY PLAZA

Holiday store hours vary. See website for details.

2100 Bartow Ave, Bronx  .  Exit 11 off I-95  
Shopping Center: bayplazany.com   Mall: mallatbayplaza.com
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The First Lutheran Church of Throggs Neck choir gave the gift of music this holiday season. 
 Photo by Aracelis Batista

An award was presented to the parish’s di-
rector of music Dr. Fred J. Brandt in honor 
of his half century of outstanding and dedi-
cated service. Photo by Aracelis Batista

Bronxites embraced the holiday spirit at the First Lutheran Church of Throggs Neck’s 50th annual Christmas Concert on Sunday, December 3.

FIRST LUTHERAN HOSTS CHRISTMAS CONCERT

Jacobi Medical Center hosted its 
World AIDS Day and Transgender 
Day of Remembrance event on 
Friday, December 1 at the hos-
pital’s Building 8 Atrium. The 
enlightening event featured the 
AIDS Memorial Quilt and related 
artwork, HIV/AIDS education ma-
terials, refreshments and music.

JAOCBI
HOSTS AIDS

 DAY

(left) Chris Mastromano (back, c) 
Jacobi CEO, and Borough Presi-
dent Diaz with Jacobi staff and 
volunteers. Photo by Edwin Soto

Barbara J. Delorio, Jacobi associ-
ate exective director and Diaz met 
in front of the AIDS Memorial Quilt.
 Photo by Edwin Soto

The P.S. 89 cheerleading squad, elected of-
fi cials representatives and Allerton Inter-
national Merchants Association members 
welcomed Santa and the holiday season in 
festive style. Photo by Silvio Pacifi co

Spirits were merry and bright at the Allerton 
International Merchants Associations’ annual 
Christmas Tree Lighting and Holiday Party on 
Tuesday, December 5. The iconic Bronxwood Tree 
was decked out in bright Christmas lights prior 
to the celebration at the Sanz Banquet Hall.

ALLERTON MERCHANTS 
CELEBRATE HOLIDAY 

SEASON
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H O R S  D ’ O E U V R E  PASSED BUTLER STYLE
MARYLAND CRAB CAKES with smoked paprika sauce rémoulade
BABY AUSTRALIAN LAMB CHOPS candied shallots and fresh mint
PETITE PHYLLO TRIANGLES smoked chicken, portobello mushrooms and fontina cheese
SMOKED SALMON CARPACCIO with English cucumber, pickled ginger, chives in a wonton cup
SHRIMP PURSE with thai chili sauce
PEPPERED CHICKEN SATE with lemon honey and crushed peanuts
BLACK ANGUS BEEF SLIDERS with vidalia onion marmalade and cowboy catsup 

B U F F E T  HOT CHAFING DISHES
BLACK ANGUS SIRLOIN STRIP grilled oyster mushroom ragout and sauce bordelaise
TIAN OF NORTH ATLANTIC SALMON layered with ocean shrimp salpicon, leaf spinach and smoked gouda cheese, 
sauce vin blanc
SPLIT ROAST CORNISH GAME HEN stuffed with wild rice and dried cranberries, drunken figs with marsala wine
MEDALLIONS OF PORK WRAPPED IN HICKORY SMOKED BACON soft polenta cake, caramelized apples 
and natural jus
POTATO CROQUETTES with horseradish chives and gruyere and haricot vert amandine

“RATATOUILLE” EGGPLANT, SQUASH AND ROASTED PEPPERS simmered with plum tomatoes, grilled onion garlic 

S A L A D S
CAESAR SALAD anchovies, lemon and garlic croutons
TRI COLORED SALAD with balsamic vinaigrette
ARTICHOKE HEARTS, roasted peppers, asparagus and sun dried tomato
ROMA TOMATO AND FRESH MOZZARELLA SALAD with basil leaf and extra virgin olive oil
HEARTS OF PALM, broccoli florets, grilled portabella mushrooms, and string beans
CORNUCOPIA OF GRILLED SEASONAL VEGETABLES, pesto and balsamic reduction

D E S S E R T  S T A T I O N
CHOCOLATE DIPPED PROFITEROLES WITH PASTRY CREAM · FLAN WITH GINGER AND COGNAC 
CLASSIC CHOCOLATE MOUSSE, CHANTILLY CREAM · CHOCOLATE FONDUE STATION

LIVE DJ · COCKTAIL HOUR · FULL BUFFET · OPEN BAR · CHAMPAGNE · HATS AND NOISE MAKERS 
COMPLIMENTARY PHOTOS · MIDNIGHT COUNTDOWN · FREE VALET PARKING · FORMAL ATTIRE SUGGESTED

P R E S A L E  $110 PER PERSON INCLUDES TAX AND GRATUITY, 
UNTIL DECEMBER 24, $120 WEEK OF DECEMBER 25–31

CALL 718.863.6363 TO PURCHASE TICKETS. SPACE IS LIMITED AND WILL SELL OUT QUICKLY.

OPEN 
ON THE 

HOLIDAYS

Anyone can deliver food, but when you order Tosca, you’ll experience the highest level of traditional Italian hospitality. We’ll bring our delicious homemade menu choices to you—convenient, delectable, 
affordable. Tosca’s catering service provides you with the uncompromising taste and quality of menu and service in the comfort of your own specified locale. You can create your own package, simply 
contact us for further inquiry and we’ll be happy to arrange your menu. Fast, free delivery and set–up. House accounts welcomed.

CATERING? LET TOSCA CATER YOUR NEXT HOME OR OFFICE EVENT

GRANDE S E R V E S  8 – 1 0  $ 1 8 5
· Fresh Baked Bread
·  Choice of Salad: Mixed Green, Tri-Colori or Caesar 
·  Choice of Pasta: Baked Ziti, Penne Alla Vodka or Cheese Ravioli
·  Choice of Entreé: Chicken Parmigiana, Chicken Marsala 
or Chicken Francese

·  1 Dozen Assorted Cheesecake & Cannoli

Party–Sized Trays Half trays feed approximately 6 to 
8 people. Full trays feed approximately 12 to 15 people.

Fast, Free Delivery and Set-Up 
All orders are kept hot and ready– 
to–serve. Plates, napkins, table covers and eating/
serving utensils included upon request.

GENEROSO S E R V E S  1 5 – 2 0  $ 3 9 5
· Fresh Baked Bread
·  Choice of Appetizer: Fried Calamari, Buffalo Wings or Mozzarella Sticks
·  Choice of Salad: Mixed Green, Tri-Colori or Caesar 
·  Choice of Pasta: Baked Ziti, Penne Alla Vodka or Cheese Ravioli
·  Choice of Entreé: Chicken Parmigiana, Chicken Marsala or Chicken Francese
·  2 Dozen Assorted Cheesecake & Cannoli

OFFICE PARTY
· Vegetable Crudite
· Wrap Platter 
· Caesar Salad with Grilled Chicken Breast
· Fresh Fruit Platter
·  Fresh Baked Bread, 
Focaccia or Garlic Knots

S E R V E S  1 2 – 1 5  $ 1 9 5

NONNO MIA
· Eggplant Rollatini 
· Clams Oreganata
· Farfalle Alla Pesto
· Arugula, Endive,  Radicchio Salad
·  Fresh Baked Bread, 
Focaccia or Garlic Knots

S E R V E S  1 2 – 1 5  $ 2 3 0

FAMILY STYLE
·  Fresh Mozzarella, Roasted Peppers 
& Fresh Basil

· Clams Oreganata · Penne Alla Vodka
· Chicken Scarpariello
·  Fresh Baked Bread, 
Focaccia or Garlic Knots

S E R V E S  1 2 – 1 5  $ 2 5 0

GAME DAY
· Buffalo Wings
· Fried Calamari
· Wrap Platter
· Baked Ziti with Meat Balls
·  Fresh Baked Bread, 
Focaccia or Garlic Knots

SERVES 12–15 $230

THE ITALIAN JOB
· Imported Cheese & Fruit Platter
· Fried Calamari · Caesar Salad
· Baked Ziti with Chicken Cutlet
· Sausage & Broccoli Rabe
· Shrimp Risotto Donna
·  Fresh Baked Bread, Focaccia or Garlic Knots

S E R V E S  1 5 – 2 0  $ 3 3 5

4034 EAST TREMONT AVE. · AT MILES AVE. · THROGS NECK, BRONX, NY

FAST FREE DELIVERY 
718.792.2233 
ONL INE  ORDER ING  ·  CURBS IDE  P ICK -UP  ·  VALET  PARK ING
T O S C A B R O N X . C O M    T O S C A B R O N X    T O S C A B R O N X

Sunday,  December  31 ,  2017 ·  8 :30 PM–1 :30 PM

4034 EAST TREMONT AVE. · THROGS NECK, NY · 718.863.6363 · TOSCAMARQUEE.COM
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718-931-43352173 White Plains Road 
Just South of Pelham Pkwy.

OPEN
7 DAYS

SALE

OFF25%
WE CARRY A WIDE VARIETY OF 

Organic Foods, Herbs, Homeopathic Products & More

SALE ENDS 12/31/17

VIBRANT
HEALTH

NEW CHAPTER
COUNTRY

LIFE
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The Throggs Neck Opioid Awarenress Town Hall participants.

Parkchester Chorus in-
vites the community to their 
78th annual winter holiday 
concert on Sunday, Decem-
ber 17 at 4 p.m. at the First 
Lutheran Church of Throggs 
Neck, 3075 Baisley Avenue.  

Admission to the concert 
is $20 per person, and it is a 
fi rst come, fi rst served basis 
for seating and seating is lim-
ited.

Doors will open 30 min-
utes before concert time.  
This year’s program is en-
titled ‘Commemorations of 
The Nativity.’  The program 
is a homage to sacred holiday 
music by Bach, Britten and 

Parkchester Chorus presents 78th 
annual winter holiday concert

Saint Saens.  It includes selec-
tions from Bach’s ‘Christmas 
Oratorio,’ Benjamin Brit-
ten’s ‘A Ceremony of Carols’ 
and  Saint Saens’ ‘Oratorio de 
Noel.’  

The Chorus director, Miles 
Fellenberg and assistant di-
rector, Christian Aquino, 
look forward to sharing this 
unique program with you.  

For this the third winter 
concert with director Miles 
Fellenberg, the chorus an-
nounces the appointment of 
Christian Aquino as assis-
tant director.  He is a former 
soloist and has assisted with 
accompaniment for many 

years.  He also serves as As-
sistant music director at 
First Lutheran Church and 
other sacred venues in New 
York.   

Members of the 
Parkchester Chorus hail 
from the Bronx and Manhat-
tan neighborhoods and in-
clude choristers from Co-op 
City and the Throggs Neck 
neighborhoods.  

Soloists include long-
time chorus members Jo-
seph Zamplione, Elizabeth 
Aquino, Geri Lucero, Marcia 
Manfredi, and Vivian Rose, 
as well as  newer members 
to the chorus: Isabelle Shih, 

Rebecca Hyams and Emily 
Walsh.  

Further, Parkchester Cho-
rus announces that all so-
loists are chorus members.   
This is a ‘not-to-be-missed’ 
opening for your winter holi-
day season.  

Again, seating is on a fi rst 
come, fi rst served basis.  

If you are interested in 
joining the Parkchester Cho-
rus family, the fi rst rehearsal 
of the new year is at 7:30 p.m., 
on Monday, January 8, at the 
First Lutheran Church of 
Throggs Neck, 3075 Baisley 
Avenue. 

For membership informa-

tion write: ParkchesterCho-
rus.Members@gmail.com.  
Visit www.ParkchesterCho-
rus.org for more informa-
tion. 

You can access the First 
Lutheran Church by the Q50  
or Bx5 bus from Pelham Bay 
Station.   By car, a left turn 
from E. Tremont Avenue 
crossing east over Crosby Av-
enue to Baisley Avenue, will 
get you there.  Limited street 
parking is available.  

The Parkchester Chorus 
program is  made possible 
with public funds from the 
Bronx Council on the Arts 
Decentralization Program.  

BY JANET BLISS
The Throggs Neck Opi-

oid Awareness Town Hall 
was held on November 14 at 
M.S. 101/P.S. 304.  It was spon-
sored by TNCAP, Community 
Board 10, the NYPD, 45th Pre-
cinct and the Bronx D.A.’s of-
fi ce.  Senator Jeffrey Klein, 
Assemblyman Michael Bene-
detto, Assemblyman Mark 
Gjonaj and Thomas Messina, 
representing Congressman 
Joseph Crowley’s offi ce, all 
spoke about the impact that 
the opioid epidemic has on the 
Throggs Neck community.

The goal of the town hall 
was to enlighten the commu-
nity about the opioid epidemic 
and how it is being addressed 
in this community.  Various 
speakers shared information 
on topics ranging from preven-
tion strategies in the schools 
to the most effective forms 
of in-patient and out-patient 
treatment including medica-
tions such as suboxone and 
methadone. In addition,  peo-
ple in recovery from an opioid 
disorder shared their stories 
of hope and highlighted that 
recovery is achievable.

The NYC Department of 
Health and Mental Hygiene 
opened the evening’s event by 
reporting on the latest data 
and information in the Bronx 
and in New York City.  Nilova 
Saha, LCSW, stated:  Illicitly 
manufactured fentanyl has 
been a game changer in the 
opioid epidemic. It’s a potent 
synthetic opioid that is 50-100 
times stronger than morphine 
and has been mixed into the 

drug supply— showing up 
in heroin, cocaine, and illic-
itly manufactured benzodi-
azepines and opioid analge-
sics. But the good news is that 
opioid-involved overdoses are 
preventable.

• Naloxone is a life-saving 
medication that reverses an 
opioid overdose. Naloxone is 
available at local Opioid Over-
dose Prevention Programs, 
as well as at approximately 
750 participating pharmacies 
citywide without a prescrip-
tion, including all the major 
chains. To locate an opioid 
overdose prevention provider 
or participating pharmacy, 
people can visit nyc.gov/
health/naloxone.

• In 2016, nearly all (97%) 
of overdose deaths involved 
more than one substance. 
Mixing substances - including 
alcohol- increases an individ-
ual’s risk of overdose.

• When it comes to sub-
stance use care, there are 
many different paths to recov-
ery and one size does not fi t 
all. The city has established 
NYC WELL (888-NYC-WELL), 
a 24/7 service where people 
can call, text, or chat to re-
ceive confi dential counseling 
and referrals to appropriate 
care for mental health and 
substance use concerns.

• Medications like bu-
prenorphine and methadone 
are the most effective treat-
ments for opioid use disorder. 
They prevent people from ex-
periencing withdrawal symp-
toms, reduce their cravings 
to use, and reduce the risk of 
overdose.

• Some people never seek 
care or reach out for help due to 
the stigma associated with sub-
stance use, and especially with 
opioid use. Providing treat-
ment and care to those who ex-
perience opioid addiction and 
their loved ones requires com-
passion, not judgment.

Irene Cassetta, chief of 
Narcotics Bureau, the offi ce 
of the Bronx DA discussed the 
following topics:

historically the Bronx 
District Attorney’s offi ce has 
worked together with drug 
treatment courts to provide 
treatment for those defendants 
charged with felonies. For 
example, a person who sells 
two bags of heroin is charged 
with the felony sale of a con-
trolled substance.  Our offi ce 
has been working in different 
drug treatment courts since 
the 1990s.

Currently in light of the 
opioid epidemic, we are mov-
ing towards working together 
with various city agencies to 
provide treatment to those 
people who are arrested for 
the misdemeanor possession 
of a controlled substance. We 
are now working to connect 
that addict who is arrested 
with possessing the two bags 
of heroin with treatment even 

before he or she enters the 
criminal justice system.

In addition, in the Narcot-
ics Bureau, we are also inves-
tigating together with NYPD 
and Bronx Narcotics the drug 
dealers. We are working to 
fi nd the sellers who are not ad-
dicted, but are in the business 
of selling drugs in our neigh-
borhoods.

Captain Carlos Ghonz, 45th 
Precinct,  stated at the town 
hall that “We should remind 
people that NYPD is mandated 
to abide by the good Samaritan 
law, which was put in place to 
encourage people to come for-
ward and call 911 when they 
believe someone has over-
dosed,  without the fear that 
we will arrest the person who 
has suffered a non-fatal over-
dose for small quantities of 

opioids.”
We should also remind the 

public that the NYPD takes a 
case on every drug overdose 
(fatal and non-fatal) in an ef-
fort to identify the source 
(drug dealer, distributor, etc).  

TNCAP is pleased to re-
port that the Throggs Neck 
community is working in a 
collaborative effort to miti-
gate the opioid problem in the 
Bronx.  Additionally, the co-
alition would like to publicly 
thank Rite Aid Pharmacy and 
Throggs Neck Pharmacy for 
their support in disseminat-
ing NYS Offi ce of Alcoholism 
and Substance Abuse Services 
(OASAS) fact sheet ‘Controlled 
Substance Prescription Medi-
cations’ to all patients being 
treated for an ailment with an 
opioid medication.
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The Throggs Neck community had a merry time celebrating the holiday season with a Christmas tree lighting 
sponsored by Assemblyman Michael Benedetto, Assemblyman Mark Gjonaj and Senator Jeff Klein on Sunday, 
December 3 at DeRosa and O’Boyle Triangle. Santa Claus and Mrs. Claus traveled all the way from the North Pole to 
meet local children and help distribute gifts supplied by the Throggs Neck Merchants Association.

Throggs Neck Christmas Tree 
Lighting Brightens Spirits

Local youth joined Assemblyman Benedetto (back, 3rd from l), Senator Jeff 
Klein (back, c), Assemblyman Mark Gjonaj (back, 2nd from r) and Councilman 
Andrew Cohen (back, r) in welcoming North Pole natives Santa and Mrs. Claus 
to Throggs Neck. Photo by Fernando Justiniano

Fr. Stephen Norton (front, c), St. Benedict’s pastor, and the St. Benedict’s Chil-
dren’s Choir welcomed everyone to the Yuletide celebration.

(l-r) Tanasia Hamilton, Ashley Resto, Zwquan Anthony, 
Angel Viera, Kayla Smalls, Emily Romero, Kevin Egan 
and Aripul Haque, volunteers  from Lehman High 
School, got into the holiday spirit.

(l-r) Tracey Madio, Nick Madio, Dina Bell and Stephen 
Kaufman distributed tasty treats to guests.
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This Holiday...
Give a Gift that Sparkles...

Caputo
JEWELERS

O
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Bronx Center residents enjoyed decorating their center’s Christmas Tree. 
 Photo courtesy of Centers Health Care

In honor of the holiday season, Bronx Center hosted its annual Give Thanks event on Friday, 
December 1 in which residents and their families gave thanks to each other for the time 
they spent together over the past year. The festive celebration included the time honored 
trimming and lighting of the Bronx Center Christmas Tree.

BRONX CENTER GIVES HOLIDAY THANKS

NYC Offi ce of Administrative Trials and Hearings Commissioner Fidel F. Del Valle gave a pre-
sentation on Wednesday, December 6 for small business owners to know their rights when 
addressing any summons given by a city agency. The inaugural roundtable was hosted by 
Community Board 7 chairwoman Adaline Walker Santiago and the board’s Environment, 
Sanitation and Education committees.

CB 7, OATH, HOST BUSINESS ROUNDTABLE

OATH Commissioner Del Valle (c) gave an insightful presentation for local business owners. 
 Photo courtesy of CB 7

Community Board 7 and the 52nd Precinct co-hosted the annual Christmas Tree Lighting Ceremony on Thursday, December 7 at Mosholu Parkway and Bainbridge Avenue.

COMMUNITY BOARD 7, 52ND PRECINCT HOST CHRISTMAS TREE LIGHTING

Elizabeth Whyne (r) brought Kayla to meet jolly old Santa Claus at this year’s celebration. Photo by Miriam Quin
Sasha Mejia (l) and Gloria Bent provided holiday cheer to all in front 
of the lit Christmas tree. Photo by Miriam Quin
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Need instant cash but don’t want to sell it?
THEN PAWN IT!
Get Instant CASH NOW, then you can Re-buy it!
It’s a great option when you need CASH NOW!

GOLD • SILVER • PLATINUM
WE PAY THE BEST PRICES FOR YOUR SCRAP JEWELRY

Shop Around • Get your best offer, then come to LJI.
We guarantee you the HIGHEST PRICES.

Remember: At LJI We Always Pay High

PAWN YOUR JEWELRY

All Items Sold at Wholesale Prices!

3021 Westchester Ave. Bronx, NY 10461 718.931.1932

SCRAP

Designer watches: Michael Kors • Breitling • Rolex & more at Discounted Prices!  We also offer Watch & Jewelry Repairs

You’ll Love Our Extensive Fine Collection 
Of 14k And 18k Diamond And Gold Jewelry 

Along With Our  Collection Of  Watches.
Even More, You’ll Love Our Low Low Prices

Come Visit Us This Holiday Season 
We Wish You  And Your Families A 

Very Merry Cjhristmas And A Happy 
And Healthy New Year.

From All Of Us At L ji Jewelers

MAKE SURE SANTA COMES DOWN YOUR CHIMNEY THIS YEAR 
BRINGING GOLD AND DIAMOND GIFTS FROM LJI JEWELERS.

Lic# 1354701-DCA

Lic# 1274782-DCA

FINALLY

AN HONEST

JEWELER YOU

CAN TRUST!

WE SELLSILVER10 AND100 OZ BARS

MY  SAVINGS 

BY 

SHOPPING  

AT LJI
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The Bronx Children’s Museum is of-
fering an artist opportunity for its one - of 
- a - kind museum geared towards children 
and families of the Bronx. They are cur-
rently receiving RFQ (Request for Qualifi -
cations) applications to start its selection 
process for commissioned works that will 
be on permanent display when the mu-
seum opens in 2019. The museum has 
10 to 15 artist commissions in total.

The RFQ submission deadline is 
Monday, January 15, so it is imperative 
to visit https://bronxchildrensmuseum.
submittable.com/submit and submit. Im-
mediately following the deadline the re-
view process will begin and artist selec-
tions will follow shortly after.

If you would like to attend the next 
information session about the project,  
it will be on Monday, December 18, at 6 
p.m. at The POINT,   located  at  940 Gar-
rison Avenue.

* * *
The Throg’s Neck library, located at 

3025 Cross Bronx Expressway Exten-
sion, will be holding a English Conversa-
tion Class on Mondays starting  January 
8, 22 and 29, 2018  from 10 a.m. to noon, 
and will be on going throughout the year.   
These classes work best for people who 
speak some English already and want 
to practice conversation.  Space is lim-
ited to 10 students. No registration is re-
quired.  This program is supported by 
NYC Mayor’s Offi ce of Immigrant Affairs 
and We Are New York Practice English.  
Major support for the library’s adult lit-
eracy.

The library will also be offering the 
Learn English Using Mango Languages 
program on  Mondays starting on Jan-
uary 8, 22, and 29, 2018 from noon to 
1 p.m. and will be on going throughout 
the year. If you want to learn a new lan-
guage, the library can help. Learn how to 
use Mango languages and online learn-
ing program free for NYP patrons. Limit 
is 10 people. Please bring headphones. 
No registration is required. Open to 
Adults 18+.

The library will also be holding a U.S. 
Citizenship Workshop Prepare for the 
Citizenship Test on the fi rst and last Sat-
urday of every month starting on Janu-
ary 6, 2018 from 11 a.m. to 1 p.m.  This 
workshop is for adults preparing to take 
the United States Citizenship Test. Each 
workshop will focus on several of the 
100 citizenship test civics questions. 
Students will also learn about library and 
online resources to continue their prac-
tice at home. The library will provide all 
students with an N-400 Application for 
Naturalization and a free pocket study 
guide with the answers to all civics ques-
tions.  No registration is required. Limit is 
10 people. Open to Adults 18+.

* * *
The Joint Apprenticeship and 

Training Committee for Construction 
and General Building Laborers, Lo-
cal Union #79, will conduct a limited re-
cruitment from Friday, January 05, 2018 
through Saturday, January 18, 2018 for 

200 skilled construction craft laborer ap-
prentices, the New York State Depart-
ment of Labor announced.

The recruitment for Local Union #79 
will be offered online from 9 to 11 a.m. ev-
ery business day during the recruitment 
period. The recruitment will be offered for 
10 business days or until 2,000 applicants 
are reached, whichever comes fi rst. Ap-
plicants who do not have Internet access 
may visit their local library or call 311 and 
ask for the nearest New York State De-
partment of Labor Career Center.

The Committee requires that appli-
cants:

Must be at least 18 years old at the 
start of the program.

Must have a high school diploma or 
a high school equivalency diploma (such 
as TASC or GED).

Must attest that they are physically 
able to perform the work required of a 
skilled construction craft laborer, which 
may include:

Working at heights.
Working in confi ned spaces.
Working in extreme temperatures, 

both indoors and out.
Lifting and carrying 94 pounds of ma-

terial for a distance of 30 feet and stack-
ing it to a height of approximately 54 
inches.

Using a shovel to load approximately 
half of a cubic yard of material into wheel-
barrow, wheeling it 100 feet, and depos-
iting it into a container.

Must pass a pre-hire drug screening, 
at the applicant’s expense, after selec-
tion and prior to indenture.

Must provide DD-214, Certifi cate of 
Release or Discharge from Active Duty, 
if applicable, after selection and prior to 
indenture.

Application Instructions:
Go to http://www.mttf.org
Follow the links for Local Union #79.
You will see directions on how to com-

plete your request for an application.
Fill out the required fi elds. Do not add 

any information outside of the fi elds.
Applicants may only apply once dur-

ing the 10-day recruitment.
Once your request has been com-

pleted and accepted, you will receive a 
confi rmation email.

Applicants who received a confi rma-
tion email will receive an application in a 
separate email.

Download, print, and fi ll out the appli-
cation.

Applications must be returned, in per-
son, within 20 business days from the 
date the application was requested, to 
Construction & Building Laborers Local 
#79, 42-53 21st Street, Long Island City, 
NY, Monday through Friday from 9 a.m. 
to 3 p.m., excluding legal holidays. Ap-
plications will be accepted from Monday, 
January 8 through Friday, February 2.

Applicants who do not come in with a 
competed application would be consid-
ered to have voluntarily removed them-
selves from the pool of applicants.

Everyone who successfully applies 

will receive a date and time for an inter-
view on the day they drop off their com-
pleted application.

Understand that more applicants will 
apply than we can fi t in our pool of can-
didates.  You may not get through this 
time.  However, we hope that work is 
plentiful and we can hold another recruit-
ment in a few months’ time.

For further information, applicants 
should contact their nearest New York 
State Department of Labor offi ce or The 
Mason Tenders Training Fund at (718) 
383-6863.

Apprentice programs registered with 
the Department of Labor must meet 
standards established by the Commis-
sioner. Under state law, sponsors of pro-
grams cannot discriminate against ap-
plicants because of race, creed, color, 
national origin, age, sex, disability, or 
marital status. Women and minorities 
are encouraged to submit applications 
for apprenticeship programs. Sponsors 
of programs are required to adopt affi r-
mative action plans for the recruitment of 
women and minorities.

* * *
The Centers for Disease Control and 

Prevention has recognized NYC Health 
+ Hospitals/Jacobi and its Children’s 
Health Center as an ‘HPV Vaccine Is 
Cancer Prevention Champion.’  The rec-
ognition is one of just ten given out na-
tionwide to health centers and facilities 
that have succeeded in vaccinating a 
large portion of their 13-to-15-year-old 
patient population.  While the nationwide 
vaccination rate among all teens is 43 
percent, NYC Health + Hospitals/Jacobi 
has been able to vaccinate 70 percent of 
its 13-to-15-year-old population.

According to the Centers for Disease 
Control and Prevention, the vaccine 
is for protection from most of the can-
cers caused by human papillomavirus 
(HPV) infection. HPV is a very common 
virus that spreads through sexual con-
tact. About 14 million people, including 
teens, become infected with HPV each 
year. HPV infection can cause cervical, 
vaginal, and vulvar cancers in women 
and penile cancer in men. HPV can also 
cause anal cancer, throat cancer, and 
genital warts in both men and women.

 To control the spread of HPV in the 
Bronx, NYC Health + Hospitals/Jacobi 
physicians and nurses, led by Dr. Kath-
leen Porder, embarked, in 2013, on a 
fi ve-year effort to increase vaccination 
rates in the target age group. Because 
the vaccination involves a series of shots 
and patients relocate over time, the vac-
cination effort is more complicated, often 
requiring documentation checks, includ-
ing outreach for records in other states. 
The records of foreign-born patients of-
ten require translation.

 Those interested in setting up an ap-
pointment for their child to be seen in the 
Children’s Health Center at NYC Health 
+ Hospitals/Jacobi should call (718) 918-
5000. 

* * *

Daniel Hauben of Kingsbridge, and 
Alan Feigenberg of Riverdale, will have 
their work exhibited at The Bernard and 
Anne Spitzer School of Architecture 
at the City College of New York from 
December 20 through February 16th. 
The show celebrates the work of fi ve 
faculty artists with distinct and inspired 
points of view that illustrate the dynamic 
relationship between art and architec-
ture.

 The exhibition features works by:
· Daniel Hauben, celebrated for his 

deep explorations into urban landscape, 
has been painting along Bronx streets, 
parks, and from windows and rooftops 
for more than 30 years.

· Alan Feigenberg’s photographs ad-
dress both person and personality in the 
built environment.

· Irma Ostroff’s paintings, in vibrant 
color, are abstract and geometric, sub-
tly infl uenced by the architectural land-
scapes she experiences.

· David Judelson’s work investigates 
the relationship between form and struc-
ture.

· Albert Vecerka, celebrated ESTO 
photographer, exhibits both his profes-
sional architectural work as well as his 
personal investigations of the architec-
tural environments he has documented.

The opening reception on Wednes-
day, December 20 at 6 p.m., will include 
introductory remarks by Metropolitan 
Museum of Art lecturer and Sarah Law-
rence professor  Jerrilyn Dodds.

 The exhibition will be held in the 
school’s Atrium Gallery, 141 Convent Av-
enue, New York, NY and runs through 
Friday, February 16. The show is free 
and open to the public Monday to Friday, 
9 a.m. to 5 p.m.

* * *
Melrose Parranda,  the Bronx Mu-

sic Heritage Center will host a parranda 
– the Puerto Rican tradition involving 
processions of carolers – in the Melrose 
area. Based in the music of plena, and 
other holiday songs from Puerto Rico, 
the parade will be led by members of the 
Bronx musical and cultural community, 
including Jorge Vázquez, Matthew Gon-
zalez, Bobby Sanabria and others. 

Each stop along the parranda will be 
a different casita – the little houses that 
evoke the houses of the countryside in 
Puerto Rico – concluding at the casita 
renowned for its musical legacy, Rincón 
Criollo Centro Cultural, aka ‘La Casita de 
Chema.’ 

This year’s parranda will pay tribute to 
Hurricane-ravaged Puerto Rico by open-
ing with poetry by Jesús ‘Papoleto’ Melé-
ndez, followed by the island’s national 
anthem, ‘La Borinqueña.’ This program 
is co-sponsored by the BMHC, We Stay/
Nos Quedamos Committee, Inc., Asoci-
ación Huerto y Cultura and the BX Col-
lective. 

Participants should arrive at El Co-
quí Community Garden’s Casita, 414 E. 
163rd Street, no later than 4:30 p.m. on 
Thursday, December 21.

Bronx Children’s Museum offers artist opportunities; Throg’s Neck Library programs; 
Local Union #79 applications; Jacobi recognized by Centers for Disease Control and 

Prevention; Bronx artists display works; Bronx Music Center to hosts Melrose Parranda 
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1-917-246-2888.
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The Bronx Opera Compa-
ny’s presentation of the holi-
day classic, Handel’s Messiah 
will help Bronxites celebrate 
the holiday season with recita-
tions and music, on BronxNet.  
The performance was con-
ducted by Bronx Opera Com-
pany director Michael Spier-
man and presented at Bronx 
Community College. The pro-
gram features the Bronx Op-
era Chorus, the Orchestra of 
the Bronx, soloists Michelle 
Trovato, Caroline Tye, David 
Guzman and Markel Reed, 
along with selected readers 
from the Bronx.

 Handel’s Messiah is an or-
atorio composed in the 1700’s 
by George Frideric Handel, 
with biblical text compiled by 
Charles Jennens. 

Featured readers for the 
2017 presentation in order of 
appearance are as follows:  
Honors student Adriana 
Prela, Bronx Borough histo-
rian Lloyd Ultan, Assembly-
man Jeffrey Dinowitz, Bronx 
Pro Group managing director 
Samantha Magistro, Bronx 
Zoo director of Government 
and Community Affairs Daisy 

Bronx Opera Company on BronxNet

Bronx Opera Company and the Orchestra of the Bronx.

Rodriguez, Councilman An-
drew Cohen, WynFast Print-
ing owner Avi Rubin, Lehman 
College vice president Ron-
ald Bergmann, Bronx County 
Civil Court Judge Elizabeth A. 
Taylor, Bronx Arts Ensemble 
executive director David Nus-
senbaum,  A.H. Consumer vice 
president George LaMarca, 
NYPD Coordination Offi cer 
Tara Convery, Bronx Rotary 
Club president elect Teah Wu-
lah, former Attorney General 
G. Oliver Koppell, Bronx Leb-

anon Hospital senior project 
manager Diane Strom, Bronx 
Zoo representative Rose-
mary DeLuca, BronxNet ex-
ecutive director Michael Max 
Knobbe, Bronx Opera Board 
of Directors president Dr. Pe-
ter Heiman, Senator Jose´ E. 
Serrano, Mt. St. Ursula Reli-
gious Studies teacher Vincent 
Amendola, Bronx Community 
College president Thomas A. 
Isekenegbe, and Riverdale 
Press editor Michael Hinman.

The program will be broad-

cast on Saturday, December 16 
at 6 p.m.;  Sunday, December 
17 at 3:30 p.m.; Wednesday, De-
cember 20 at 7 p.m.;  Sunday, 
December 24 at 12 p.m.; Mon-
day, December 25 at 12 a.m. 
and 11 a.m.; and  Saturday, De-
cember 30 at 3 p.m. on Bronx-
Net 67-Optimum and 33-Fios.

“I am honored to collab-
orate with members of the 
Bronx Opera and Orchestra 
of the Bronx, to present this 
great work to our commu-
nity audiences, live and on  

BronxNet.  The performance 
not only celebrates this great 
work but also honors the holi-
day season and our home bor-
ough.  In addition to the great 
musicians who present Mes-
siah, we are fortunate to have 
the texts introduced by 22 
Bronx readers, and presented 
in Handel’s inspired musical 
settings. We’re proud to bring 
together our entire home bor-
ough in this celebration,” said 
Bronx Opera Company direc-
tor Michael Spierman.

BronxNet is the indepen-
dent not-for-profi t organiza-
tion serving the people of the 
Bronx through the provision 
of media production training, 
access to technology, and cable 
television channels. BronxNet 
programs six channels - 33, 34, 
35, 36, 37 and 38 on the Verizon 
FiOS system and six channels 
- 67, 68, 69, 70, 951 and 952 - on 
the Cablevision system in the 
Bronx. BronxNet’s ultra-lo-
cal programming helps con-
nect the Bronx with the World 
while our training programs 
and partnerships are a part 
of community development 
through media.

The Curtain Shop & General Store

$10
OFF

SPECIAL
SAVINGS

ANY PURCHASE OF

$25
OR MORE
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WITH THIS

OPEN
SUNDAY11-5PM
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Our school is focused on developing students 
to be critical and creative thinkers, problem 
solvers and life-long learners who are poised 
to become the leaders of tomorrow.

P.S. 178

The Magnet School
Multimedia arts & Design

of

P.S. 178

For more information, 
give us a call at 718-904-5570  

850 Baychester Ave
Bronx, NY 10475

OPEN HOUSE SCHEDULE
Monday, December 18, 2017

9:00 am - 10:30 am
4:15 pm - 5:45 pm

Monday,  January 8, 2018
9:00 am - 10:30 am

The Magnet School
Multimedia arts & Design

P.S. 178P.S. 178

of
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design
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create
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THE THROGGS

3602/3604 East Tremont Avenue  

Check Out These
Stores In The

Throggs Neck Mall!

Holiday Special$5offYour First VisitWith This Coupon

ALL SERVICES BY APPOINTMENT ONLY

AMSTERDAM AIR COOLING

212-787-7700

   Commercial $ Residential

    upon request

LUNCH 
SPECIALS

HAPPY 
HOUR

RECRUTING 
AGENTS

Have a real estate 
license and don’t 
know how to get 

started?

THINKING ABOUT 
GETTING YOUR

LICENSE?

WE CAN 
HELP!

CORE

REAL ESTATE
� �Sales
� �Residential
� �Commercial
� �Rentals

RECRUITING AGENTS
Have a real estate license and 
don’t know how to get started?

THINKING ABOUT GETTING
YOUR LICENSE?

WE CAN HELP!

Adrian    917.724.4789
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See what the Throggs Neck Mall is all about!
You can sit and dine in our cozy courtyard. NECK MALL

Offi ce/Retail Space Available in the Mall Call 917-232-2375

(2nd Floor) Suite 204

Lessons on all Instruments
Beginners & Intermediate

Repairs, Recordings, Video

Live Bands
Disc Jockeys Available
Call 646-261-0170
    or 646-331-9707
for free consultation or
www.justnutsmusic.net

Want to play an instrument?
Just Nuts Music School

THE STYLIST &
THE BARBER
The Throggs Neck Mall
3602 E. Tremont Avenue
Bronx, NY 10465

718-684-1191

Chair Rental
Looking for stylist, barbers and/or nail tech with a following

Laser Hair Removal 
IPL Facial 

Chemical Peel 
Balayage Brazilian Blowout 
Spring & Summer Special 

We specialize in:
Color Correction 
Hair Extensions 

Stylist: Jen  Barber: JayWOMEN MEN

718-684-1191

50% 
First Color 
ServiceOFF

Mention This Ad
And Receive

10% 

OFF

follow us on Instagram
and Facebook 

COMING SOON-MICRO BLADING
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TransAlt members and Concourse House residents had a merry time celebrating the holidays. 
 Photo by Miriam Quin

Elves Monica and Spencer provided Amare (front, c) some 
much needed holiday cheer! 
 Photo by Miriam Quin

Children’s Hospital at Montefi ore patients were treated to a special performance by singer 
Marina Morgan at a holiday party on Tuesday, December 5 courtesy of a partnership be-
tween Montefi ore and iHeartRadio’s Z100 radio station.

Z100, CHAM CELEBRATE HOLIDAYS

Transportation Alternatives’ Bronx Activist Committee hosted a toy drive for Concourse House, a transitional women’s shelter for children ages nine or younger, on Saturday, December 9.

TOY DRIVE FOR CONCOURSE HOUSE

Lillian Aponte Hamilton (l) met singer Marina Morgan who was featured as Elvis Duran’s Art-
ist of the Month in November. Photo courtesy of Montefi ore Health System

The Jericho Project Day of Action on Friday, December 8 mobilized 500 volunteers at Jer-
icho’s supportive housing residences around the borough, including two veterans residences, 
to run toy and clothing drives and do holiday decorating. 

JERICHO SPREADS HOLIDAY CHEER

Veteran and Kingsbridge Terrace Veterans Community resident Pat Wehl (l) spoke with a 
volunteer during the holiday luncheon. 
 Photo courtesy of Jericho Project

Ethan Wilson offered his thoughts 
and prayers to the late Lowell Haw-
thorne and his family. 
 Photo by Silvio Pacifi co

The snow didn’t prevent Bronxites 
from attending the somber candle-
light vigil.

Relatives, friends, co-workers and 
many others paid their respects to the 
late Golden Krust Caribbean Bakery 
and Grill founder Lowell Hawthorne 
on Saturday, December 9 at the fi rst 
Golden Krust store he opened at 1381 
E. Gun Hill Road.

VIGIL HELD FOR LATE GOLDEN KRUST FOUNDER
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* Cash or debit only on featured items. No mix & match on sale items. We will match printed prices from other NewYork City liquor stores. 
Coupon must be present at checkout. Webprices not accepted. Not responsible for typographical errors. Prices Expire 12/23/2017.

Discount Warehouse

BRING IN THIS AD AND

GET 50 POINTS
($2 OFF) with email sign up������ ��������

Bring this ad for amazing
DISCOUNTS this week!

Wine and Spirits

Malfy
Gin

750ml Glasses Gift Set

$2550

Gentleman 
Jack

750ml Flask Gift Set

$3478

Buchanan’s
12 yr

750ml Glass Gift Set

$3955

Ron Abuelo 
Anejo

750ml Glass Gift Set

$1191

Glenlivit
12 yr

750ml Glass Gift Set

$4907

El Jimador 
Reposado

750ml Shot Glass Set

$1890

Jagermeister  
750ml

Shot Glasses Gift Set

$1902

St.
Germain
750ml Gift Set

$2893

Mumm Cordon 
Rouge

750ml Glasses Gift Set

$4799

We 
will match 

printed 
prices 

from other 
New York 

City 
Liquor 
stores

Perrier Jouet 
Blason Rose  

Glasses Gift Set

$5385

Avion
Silver

750ml Gift Set

$4123

Absolut Elyx 
Copper Gnome  

750ml Gift Set

$9844

Casamigos 
Blanco

750ml Glass Gift Set

$4140

Jack
Daniels

750ml Glass Gift Set

$2853

Grand
Marnier

750ml Glass Gift Set

$3156

Bruichladdich 
Wee Laddie

Gift Set

$5590

Grey
Goose

1.75L Glasses Gift Set

$4599

Holiday
Hours

Mon Dec 18th
10am-9pm

Tues Dec 19th
10am-9pm

Wed Dec 20th
10am-9pm

Thur Dec 21st
9am-9pm

Fri Dec 22nd
9am-10pm

Sat Dec 23rd
9am-10pm

Sun Dec 24th
12pm-9pm

Mon Dec 25th
CLOSED

Tues Dec 26th
10am-9pm

Wed Dec 27th
10am-9pm

Thur Dec 28th
9am-9pm

Fri Dec 29th
9am-10pm

Sat Dec 30th
9am-10pm

Sun Dec 31st
12pm-9pm
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P.S. 304 students and their families celebrated the holidays in festive style at their school’s annual 
Christmas Tree Lighting Ceremony on Friday, December 1. The time honored Yuletide festival featured a 
surprise visit from jolly old Santa Claus.

P.S. 304 Hosts Tree Lighting Ceremony

P.S. 304 Parent Association members and their children welcomed the Yuletide season. 
 Photo by Miriam Quin

Michelle Proscia (l) and her daughter Laura en-
joyed meeting Father Christmas this year. 
 Photo by Miriam Quin

P.S. 304 students and their families’ spirits were 
merry and bright this holiday season. 
 Photo by Miriam Quin

Roxanne Vacco (l) and Rylee Smith Corrado told 
Santa what they wanted for the holidays. 
 Photo by Miriam Quin

Michael Pisanti (r) high-fi ved jolly old St. Nick. 
 Photo by Miriam Quin

Lucas Infante enjoyed seeing Frosty the Snowman 
and his friends at the celebration. 
 Photo by Miriam Quin



BRONX TIMES REPORTER, DECEMBER 15-21, 2017 53  BTR



BRONX TIMES REPORTER, DECEMBER 15-21, 201754    BTR

Action
Association

East Bronx History Forum events and highlights

John Wilkes Booth dramatic leap after President Lincoln assassination.

BY TOM X. CASEY
The Huntington Free Li-

brary and Reading Room will 
host the 126th meeting of the 
East Bronx History Forum 
on Wednesday, December 20 
at 7:30 p.m.    

The forum will present 
special guest Robert Dia-
mond again, this time dis-
cussing the events leading up 
to April 14, 1865 and related 
mysteries revealed in New 
York City.

Diamond, chairman of 
the Brooklyn Historic Rail-
way Association has made a 
personal, hands-on study of 
the New York City transpor-
tation underground.  For 30 

years, Diamond has guided 
tours of an abandoned sub-
way tunnel, sealed for over 
150 years.  

 Some say, that the Atlan-
tic Avenue tunnel was used 
for bootlegging and that 
the FBI led a hunt for Nazis 
there.  

Diamond has other stories 
that are much darker, going 
back to the early plot to kid-
nap President Lincoln, other 
co-conspirators and Booth’s 
escape, all tracing back to 
New York City.

In 1979, Diamond started 
uncovering the details in af-
ter picking up the trail deep 
inside the Cosgrove Report, 

written by a former CIA 
agent.  

Diamond will present the 
entire personal story, with 
facts and events that con-
tinue to be added to this un-
folding mystery.

All East Bronx History 
Forum meetings are free and 
open to the public at the Hun-
tington Free Library, located 
at 9 Westchester Square,  next 
to the Apple Bank. 

Street parking is free af-
ter 7 p.m.   

Please view the East 
Bronx History Forum web 
page at BronxNYC.com for 
further details, or follow us 
on Facebook. 

BY FRANK V. VERNUCCIO, JR.
(This article provided by 

the distinguished retired NYC 
judge, John H. Wilson) 

On July 1, 2015, Kate Steinle, 
a 32 year old native Califor-
nian, was shot and killed with 
a bullet fi red from a gun held 
by Jose Garcia Zarate.  This 
incident occurred on Pier 14 in 
San Francisco, a popular tour-
ist attraction in the Bay area.  
Garcia Zarate was arrested 
and tried for this offense, and 
was recently acquitted of mur-
der.  The jury found him guilty 
of only one count of felony gun 
possession.

Not since the acquittal of 
OJ Simpson for the murder 
of his wife Nicole has a ver-
dict caused such controversy.  
“A disgraceful verdict” Presi-
dent Trump tweeted. (as noted 
in the LA Times)  “I defi nitely 
feel the system failed her,” a 
woman in San Francisco said.  
Others felt that the trial had 
been fair, and the jury knew 
the evidence better than they

But did they?  Let us put 
aside the political issues in-
volved in this case – whether 
Garcia Zarate was a previously 
deported illegal alien, and a 
previously convicted felon 

has no bearing on whether or 
not he was guilty of the mur-
der of Kate Steinle.  Legally, 
letting a jury know about fac-
tors such as the defendant’s 
previous convictions and im-
migration status have a preju-
dicial effect, and may blind a 
jury to their task – the review 
of the facts, and only the facts.  
Rather than convict a defen-
dant for the crime alleged, 
hearing of the background of 
the accused, the jury may con-
vict them for being a bad per-
son – something which would 
be abhorrent to our system of 
justice.

Instead, let us focus on the 
evidence that was presented 
to the jury, and determine 
just what might have “gone 
wrong.”

Garcia Zarate states that 
he found a gun, and was either 
shooting at a Sea Lion, or the 
gun went off accidentally (he 
had told both stories) while 
he was handling the unfamil-
iar weapon.  However the gun 
came to be fi red, the bullet 
struck Ms Steinle in the back, 
causing her death, while she 
was in a public place.

“The prosecutor presented 
evidence that the pistol that 

killed Steinle required a fi rm 
pull of the trigger to fi re and 
that Garcia Zarate threw the 
fi rearm into San Francisco 
Bay after Steinle fell, ac-
cording to the San Francisco 
Chronicle. A crime-scene in-
spector also testifi ed that the 
defendant had to have aimed 
the gun at Steinle for the bul-
let to follow the path it did.”

This would indicate that 
the prosecution attempted to 
prove that Garcia Zarate in-
tentionally killed Steinle.  To 
intentionally cause the death 
of another human being is the 
standard defi nition of Mur-
der.

However, “the defense 
called an expert who testifi ed 
that an unintentional ricochet 
shot killed Steinle. They ar-
gued that the weapon went off 
in their client’s hands in what 
was a tragic accident.” To un-
intentionally cause the death 
of another human being is the 

standard defi nition for invol-
untary manslaughter.

Thus, most legal experts in 
Criminal Law would believe 
that the prosecution had at-
tempted to show that Garcia 
Zarate had intentionally caused 
the death of Kate Steinle, while 
the defense sought a verdict 
with a lesser degree of culpa-
bility – he may have fi red the 
gun, but he didn’t intend to kill 
the victim.

So, again we ask – what 
went wrong?  Under any rea-
sonable view of the evidence, 
at the least, the verdict should 
have been one of involuntary 
manslaughter.  The defendant 
fi res a gun in a public place, 
and predictably enough, the 
bullet hits another person, 
causing their death.

One could blame the prose-
cution for failing to effectively 
counter the defense claim that 
Garcia Zarate was just a hap-
less fool, playing with an un-
familiar gun.  But this is a 
matter of trial strategy.  The 
prosecution played to a view 
of the facts that would result 
in a conviction for the most 
serious charge, and in turn, a 
maximum sentence from the 
Court.  One could also blame 

the defense, but this would not 
be reasonable.  The defense at-
torneys did their job.

The only reasonable con-
clusion leaves the blame with 
the jury.  Under the California 
pattern jury instructions, a 
defendant is guilty of Murder 
when a person intentionally 
commits an act, the natural 
and probable consequences of 
the act were dangerous to hu-
man life, and the person acted 
with conscious disregard for 
human life. The California 
jury instruction for involun-
tary manslaughter states that 
to be guilty of this charge, a 
person is aware of the risk to 
life that their actions created 
and consciously disregarded 
that risk.  Either standard 
would seem to apply, depend-
ing on your view of Mr. Garcia 
Zarate’s ability to appreciate 
the risk to human life of fi ring 
a gun in a public place.

Under no reasonable view 
of the evidence, then, could 
the jury have found this de-
fendant not guilty of either 
Murder or Involuntary Man-
slaughter.  Clearly, the jurors 
have their own reasons, and 
possibly their own agenda, for 
this verdict.

BY PAUL GOLLUSCIO
Hello all!
The Bronx County Christ-

mas Party was held on Satur-
day, December 9, at the post. 
A good time was had by all. 
They should do this monthly.

There will be a County 
Meeting held here at Sam 
Young Post on January 3.

The Mid Winter Confer-
ence will be held from Janu-
ary 19 to 21 at the Desmond 
Hotel, 660 Albany-Shaker 
Road, Albany,. Housing, din-

ner and other info can be got-
ten on the department web-
site.

Dues are due for every-
body: Legion, S.A.L and 
Boosters. If not paid up by 
January, in-full, folks will be 
dropped from the rolls. That 
means no Accidental Death 
Insurance and worse, no sub-
scription to the Bronx Times 
Reporter. That means no ac-
cess to this Pulitzer Prize 
Worthy News Column!

The S.A.L. Meets every 

2nd Thursday at 7 p.m.
A great vet source: nycvet-

eransalliance.org. So log on 
and keep up to date.

I want to wish everyone 
a very Merry Christmas, 
Happy Chanukah and, al-

though Kwanzaa is not a re-
ligious holiday, but a celebra-
tion of the harvest in Africa, 
Happy Kwanzaa. Any holiday 
that has to do with food is my 
kind of holiday.

Once again, Remember, 
watch your drinking and 
driving. The police are out in 
force to keep you safe.

Trivia Time

December 7th 1941 is defi -
nitely a date that will live in 
infamy. Never forget.

Christmas Seals fi rst went 

on sale on December 9, 1907.
Abel Tasman discovered 

New Zealand on December13, 
1642.

George Washington died 
on December 14, 1799.

The Sandy Hook, Newton 
shooting took place on De-
cember 14, 2012 resulting in 
27 injured and one dead.

The Tappan Zee Bridge 
opened on December 15,1955.

Keep the troops in your 
prayers, take a vet to lunch 
and God bless.
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(l-r) King Charles Troupe’s Kim Anthony Jones, Kevin Jackson, Gregory Rone, Rammel Rob-
inson, Alan Wiiliams, Joseph Gary and David Reid gave an exciting performance. 
 Photo by Silvio Pacifi co

World renowned unicycle basketball stars King Charles Troupe performed at the Bronx Mu-
seum of the Arts on Saturday, November 11.

KING CHARLES AT MUSEUM OF THE ARTS

Senator Jeff Klein and Urban Health Plan helped deliver hurricane relief aid to Puerto Rico 
for the holiday season on Wednesday, December 6. Klein and his staff dropped off donated 
lifesaving supplies to Urban Health Plan’s warehouse at 345 Soundview Avenue.

KLEIN, UHP HELP HURRICANE VICTIMS

Paloma Izquierdo-Hernandez (l), Urban Health Plan CEO, and Senator Klein lent a helping 
hand to hurricane ravaged Puerto Ricans. Photo by Aracelis Batista

(l-r) Bharati Kemraj, Bharati Dance Academy founder; Joseph Kelleher, Simone Metro Prop-
erties president; his daughter Kristin and Nunizo Del Greco, Bronx Chamber president. 
 Photo by Silvio Pacifi co

Bronxites were treated to some much needed holiday cheer as Kristin Kelleher performed 
Christmas classics for The Residence by Marriott Inn guests on Wednesday, December 6. 
Kelleher will perform again on Wednesday, December 20 from 6 to 8 p.m. at the hotel.

KRISTIN KELLEHER PERFORMS CHRISTMAS TUNES

Boy Scouts of America Bronx Council chairman Joseph Kelleher (2nd from l) with (l-r) scouts 
Patrick Clancy and Joseph Kramer; Good Scout Award recipient Greg Clancy; scouts Jack-
son Weppler, Matthew McGaughan, Carlo Fragola, and Brandon McGaughan and BSA Greater 
New York Council Scout executive and secretary Ethan Draddy (back, r). 
 Photo by Silvio Pacifi co

The Bronx Good Scout Award Reception benefi ting all Bronx scouts was celebrated on 
Thursday, December 7 at Marina del Rey Caterers. The annual gala event honored Rosa 
Garcia, Mott Haven Bar and Grill owner and Greg Clancy, RXR Realty fi rst vice president.

BRONX GOOD SCOUT AWARD RECEPTION

Peace December hosted its inspirational ‘Candle Light Your Community and Peace It Together’ event on Thursday, November 30 at Lehman College.

PEACE DECEMBER AT LEHMAN COLLEGE

Peace December members, speakers and activists spread a positive message to Bronxites. Photo by Miriam Quin
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Sat. & Sun. December 23rd & 24th

Courtesy Of

White Plains Road BID

White Plains Road
2 5

IS COMING TO TOWN

Sat. & Sun. December 16th & 17th

Support your Local Merchants at Pelham Parkway & White Plains Road where you will always find sales and bargins galore!

Happy Holidays

Business Improvement District

Santa Claus
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The Morris Park Community Association hosted a holiday party at its headquarters on Friday, December 8. Elected offi cials, community leaders and residents had a merry 
time celebrating the Yuletide season.

MPCA Celebrates Annual Holiday Party

Joseph Thompson, (back, l), 49th Precinct Community Council president; Senator Jeff Klein (back, c); Assemblyman Gjonaj (back, 2nd from r) and Tony Vitaliano (front, r) 
celebrated with MPCA members. Photo by Silvio Pacifi co

(back, l-r) Janet Deprospo, Tina Alessandro, Marie Doyle and 
Maxine Biondi (front, c) enjoyed this year’s holiday festivities. 
 Photo by Silvio Pacifi co

(l-r) Tony Vitaliano, Community Board 11 chairman; Bharati Kemraj, Bharati Dance Academy founder; 
Al D’Angelo, MPCA president; Tony Signorile, Bronx Columbus Day Parade organizer and captain 
Thomas Alps, 49th Precinct commanding offi cer enjoyed the celebration. Photo by Silvio Pacifi co

Sofi a Mazzella danced the 
night away. 
 Photo by Silvio Pacifi co

Sonny Vataj (l), Exit Realty Group owner 
and broker, celebrated with Assembly-
man Mark Gjonaj. Photo by Silvio Pacifi co

(l-r) Frank Agovino, MPCA vice president; Jack Reilly; Vinnie T. and John Cuc-
cherella had a great time at the holiday party. 
 Photo by Silvio Pacifi co
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Preston High School got creative welcoming the holiday season at its inaugural Christmas Craft and Food Festival on Saturday, December 9. The festive holiday celebration featured local 
craft and food vendors serving a variety of handmade original works, performances by Preston’s gospel choir and dance team and a visit from Santa Claus.

PRESTON HOSTS CHRISTMAS FESTIVAL

(front, l-r) Carmen Garcia and Preston sophomore Kailynn Noble met with (back, l-r) Joshua 
Ramasar, Ann Iannacone and Yvonne Marie Garcia as they sold handmade chocolates and 
wreaths and other Christmas goods to many guests this year. Photo by Laura Stone

Roseann Alvarado’s handmade wreaths were sold with a portion of proceeds being donated 
to St. Jude’s Children’s Hospital. Photo by Laura Stone

On Tuesday, December 5 Assembleyman Luis Sepúlveda announced new legislation to pro-
tect those under the Deferred Action for Childhood Arrivals (DACA).  The new legislation 
would prohibit the NYS Department of Motor Vehicles from suspending, cancelling, or re-
scinding driver’s licenses of youth under DACA in New York. The DACA program is expected 
to expire March 2018.

SEPULVEDA ANNOUNCES DACA LEGISLATION

Assemblyman Sepulveda (front, c) was joined by Assembly members Victor Pichardo (2nd 
row, 3rd from r) and Carmen de la Rosa (2nd row, 2nd from r); Councilman Carlos Menchaca 
(back, c) and United Federation of Teachers and the Hispanic Federation representatives for 
the special announcement. Photo by Bob Kappstatter

The schools represented at this year’s speech 
bee are fi rst place winner St. Raymond School, 
second place winner Immaculate Conception 
School, third place winner Our Lady of Mt. 
Carmel School, St. Simon Stock School, St. 
Brendan School, St. Luke School, St. Joseph 
School, St. Thomas Aquinas School, St. John 
School, St. Nicholas of Tolentine School, Christ 
The King School, St. Anselm School, St. Gabriel 
School, Santa Maria School, Holy Cross School, 
Our Lady of Grace School, St. Francis of As-
sisi School, Our Lady of Assumption School, 
St. Frances de Chantal School and St. Helena 
School. Photo courtesy of Catholic Schools in the 
Archdiocese of New York

Nineteen students from the Archdiocese of New York’s Bronx regional and parish schools competed in the Bronx’s inaugural Speech Bee on Wednesday, December 6 at St. Raymond 
Elementary School.

ARCHDIOCESE HOSTS INAUGURAL SPEECH BEE

In honor of the holiday season, Assemblyman Jeffrey Dinowitz, Senator Jeff Klein and Coun-
cilman Andrew Cohen co-hosted the annual Woodlawn Christmas Tree Lighting Ceremony 
on Saturday, December 2.

ELECTEDS HOST WOODLAWN TREE LIGHTING

(l-r) Eric Dinowitz, Randi Martos, Assemblyman Dinowitz, Senator Klein and Councilman Co-
hen welcomed everyone to the Yuletide celebration. 
 Photo courtesy of Senator Jeff Klein’s Offi ce
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BRADY’S 
IS NOW DELIVERING 

7 DAYS A WEEK
THROUGH 

Starting at 1130 am Mon.- Fri. 
Sat. and Sunday 12 noonFRESH SEAFOOD! MUSSELS & CLAMS

TRY OUR DELICIOUS 
ANGUS RIB EYE & SHELLSTEAKS!

TRY OUR DELICIOUS 
FRESH CLAMS ON THE HALF 

SHELL, BAKED CLAMS, FRESH 
MUSSELS, SHRIMP, SURF AND 

TURF AND MORE

FROM THE SEA

Order Your Wings For Any 
Event On Our Wing Hotline

1-718-HOT-WING

CATERING 
AVAILABLE 

FOR ALL 
BOROUGHS

THURSDAY NIGHT IS GERMAN NIGHT

PIZZA
SPECIAL

ENJOY                BUCKETS 5/$20

MONDAY, TUESDAY, WEDNESDAY NIGHT

JOIN US FOR
WING NIGHTS

25¢ WINGS

BOOK YOUR HOLIDAY      
PARTIES NOW!

WEDNESDAY NIGHT 
IS PIZZA AND PASTA NIGHT

Pie with pitcher of beer or soda only $20
Pasta night $15.95 

with craft of wine or pitcher soda
Entrees are served with a Soup of the Day or Salad
Jaeger Schnitzel, Spaetzle & Red Cabbage
Weiner Schnitzel, Spaetzle & Red Cabbage
Pot Roast, Potato Pancakes & Red Cabbage
Roast Pork Dinner served with Mash & Sauerkraut
Beef Goulash served over buttered Noodles
Liver Bacon & Onions served with Vegetable
Knockwurst, Sauerkraut & Potato

   

THURS

 NIGHT
BAR
ONLY

NOW TAKING ORDERS FOR
CHRISTMAS EVE AND NEW YEAR’S EVE.

WE WOULD LIKE TO WISH
EVERYONE A MERRY CHRISTMAS 

AND A HAPPY NEW YEAR!

GIFT CERTIFICATES 
AVAILABLE

BUY 2 LARGE PIES 
& GET AN ORDER OF

FREE WINGS!
                                          EAT-IN OR TO GO
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Elder question of the week

SALVATORE M. DI COSTANZO

Dear Mr. Di Costanzo: 
How does Medicaid treat 

the 529 plans for my grand-
children?

A 529 plan is a very com-
mon planning technique 
used by grandparents to fund 
a grandchild’s college educa-
tion.  

Simply stated, contribu-
tions to a 529 plan grow tax-
free over the life of the plan 
and if used for qualifi ed tu-
ition costs, the distributions 
from the plan are also tax-

free.
Notwithstanding the ben-

efi cial tax treatment of a 529 
plan, they are not given fa-
vorable treatment under the 
Medicaid rules.  

If you are the owner of a 
529 plan and seek eligibil-
ity for Medicaid to cover the 
cost of your care, whether at 
home or in a nursing home, 
the value of the account is 
treated as your asset.  

This could have a disas-
trous effect on your plan to 

help fi nance a grandchild’s 
college education.  

If you are someone who in-
tends to assist a grandchild 
through college, you may 
want to consider alternatives 
to owning a 529.  

One viable option would 
be to transfer the money to 
your child who can then con-
tribute the funds to a 529 plan 
owned by him.  

Moreover, in New York, 
your child might benefi t 
from a deduction on his tax 

return which, depending on 
the amount and type of in-
come you have, might not 
benefi t you.

Please contact us to dis-
cuss your planning options.  
We can be reached at (914) 925-
1010 or by e-mail me at smd@
mfd-law.com.  

You can also visit our web-
site at www.plantodayforto-
morrow.com.

Questions may also be sub-
mitted to smd@mfd-law.com 
for a response.

Allerton Avenue residents enjoy time with Santa.

BY MICHAEL P. MCNERNEY
The next general meeting 

of our association will be on 
Wednesday, December 20, at 
7:30 p.m. Once again, this will 
be our annual Holiday Party, 
and welcoming in of the New 
Year. As in years past, we are 
looking forward to spending 
quality time with our mem-

bers and neighbors, in a ca-
sual and festive setting. We 
are not scheduling any guest 
speakers, and if any business 
is discussed, it will be kept to a 
bare minimum. The end time 
will also be extended in order 
for us to enjoy the food, bever-
ages, music, and conversation 
later into the evening. 

Our Event Committee 
chairwoman Angela Ryan has 
begun assembling both an at-

tendance list, and the menu 
items needed for that evenings 
festivities. 

f you plan on attending 
please contact Angela at the 
number listed below so that 
we have a more accurate head-
count.

The meeting will be held at 
the Villa Maria Academy Caf-

eteria, which is located at 3335 
Country Club Road.

The association can be 
reached via mail at P.O. Box 
211, Bronx, N.Y. 10465, and via 
telephone at (718) 823-1814. 

Please remember, “Take 
pride in your community; 
your home extends beyond 
your property line!”

S SSHOP OUR CLASSIFIED 
PAGES EVERY WEEK AND 

SAVE MONEY

BY GENE DEFRANCIS
Thank you to everyone 

who joined us for our Tree 
Lighting Event which actually 
turned into a holiday party 
with Santa and goodies.

It was an interesting day 
to say the least. Friends were 
dropping like fl ies from illness 
of one form or another. Others 
were battling colds trying to 
fi gure out how we can rewire 
and light the tree in time for 
the night.

Thank you to Dylan Tragni 
and Assemblyman Mark 
Gjonaj’s offi ce for the valiant 
effort. Unfortunately we had 
to just roll with the punch and 
continue with the celebration 
without lighting the tree as we 
wait for appropriate weather 
to fi x the lighting on our mag-
nifi cent Bronxwood Tree. We 
will be sure to post on Face-
book when it’s ready.

We would like to thank Cen-
ters Health and Beth Abraham 
for joining us and sponsoring 
the toys we gave away to our 
local kids. Santa arrived as 
scheduled and talked with our 
neighbors as we drank cocoa 
and enjoyed some homemade 
desserts.

Thank you as always to the 

beautiful Sanz Banquet Hall. 
Remember to book your holi-
day party there today before 
it all fi lls up. Spend as much 
time with family and friends 
as you can. The rates at the 
Sanz are affordable and worth 
it. Get all your friends to-
gether. Have everyone chip in 
a little bit for the hall and a DJ 
and dance the night away add-
ing a new memory and tradi-
tion to your life.

Thank you Senator Jeff 
Klein for making an appear-
ance. We know you have a 
busy schedule and were very 
grateful you took the time to 
join us. And thank you to the 
representative of our other 
elected offi cials Nathalia Fer-
nandez from Governor Cuo-
mo’s offi ce, Tommy Messina 
from Congressman Crowley’s 
offi ce, Dylan Tragni from As-
semblyman Gjonaj’s offi ce, 
and Romina from Councilman 

Ritchie Torres’ offi ce. 
And a big thank you and 

congratulations to P.S. 89 Pan-
thers Cheer Squad. Thank you 
for joining us and congratula-
tions on your successful year. 
You can help our kids make it 
to Nationals. Join our Face-
book page (Allerton Interna-
tional Merchants Association 
Inc.) to fi nd out how.

We are wrapping up our 
holiday lights collection. Send 
in your checks today. We have 

relocated our offi ce into the 
brand new Bruxelle Lounge 
(which will offi cially open 
later this month). The owner 
has put in a lot of time, money 
and energy into this location 
so make sure you check it out 
and support.

The opening of Bruxelle 
Lounge will set the tone for 
2018 as we look to add new 
businesses this coming year 
making it more inviting to 
residents and guests. We hope 

you join us in this vision to 
bring more variety to Aller-
ton.

As always any questions 
comments or concerns. Email 
us at AllertonMerchants@
gmail.com. Stay engage and 
get involved. The battle may 
be long and hard. But if we 
stick together and not get dis-
couraged we can overcome 
any obstacle. Never give up 
on your home. Your commu-
nity is your business.
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10% OFF 
ALL ONLINE ORDERS 

ORDER ONLINE
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Lauren Kurtz (c) had a great time meeting jolly old St. Nick 
and his elves Giselle (2nd from r) and Daniela Sorin. 
 Photo by Laura Stone

Country Club residents Gabriella (l) and Gianna Price were 
excited meeting Santa Claus. 
 Photo by Laura Stone

In honor of the holiday season, local children had the opportunity to have their pictures taken with Santa Claus on Satur-
day, December 9 at the Throggs Neck Shopping Center. Father Christmas and his elves will be available for photo-ops on 
Saturday, December 16 and Sunday, December 17 between 2 to 7 p.m. at 815 Hutchinson River Parkway.

SANTA VISITS THROGGS NECK SHOPPING CENTER

Tanisha Farabi made a snowman at Pelham Parkway South 
and Muliner Avenue. Photo by Edwin Soto

Bronxites of all ages made a day of the fi rst snowfall of the 
season on Saturday, December 9 by building snowmen, sled-
ding and having snowball fi ghts.

BRONXITES ENJOY 
SEASON’S 1ST SNOW DAY

Embodying the holiday spirit, Throggs Neck residents Millie 
and Albert Stone decorated their 462 Swinton Avenue home 
with a festive outdoor display of Christmas lights.

SWINTON AVENUE WINTER
 WONDERLAND

(l-r) Cameron Williams; Albert, Millie and Ethan Stone made 
everyone’s spirits merry and bright for the holidays. 
 Photo by Silvio Pacifi co

Assemblyman Jeffrey Dinowitz, 
Senator Jeff Klein and Council-
man Andrew Cohen celebrated 
the holiday season at Woodlawn’s 
annual Christmas Tree Lighting 
Ceremony on Saturday, December 
2. The Yuletide festivities contin-
ued when the three elected offi -
cials hosted the annual Menorah 
Lighting Ceremony and New York 
Botanical Garden Holiday Train 
Show on Sunday, December 3.

DINOWITZ, KLEIN, COHEN WELCOME HOLIDAYS

(l-r) Lori Copeland, Eric Dinowitz, Randi Martos, Assemblyman Dinowitz, Senator Klein and Councilman Cohen at the Christ-
mas Tree Lighting. Photo courtesy of Assemblyman Jeffrey Dinowitz’s Offi ce

(l-r) Senator Marisol Alcantara; 
Assemblyman Mark Gjonaj; Eric 
Dinowitz; Adaline Walker San-
tiago, Community Board 7 chair-
woman; Assemblyman Dinowitz; 
Bill Weiss; Senator Klein, and 
Councilman Cohen. 
 Photo courtesy of Assemblyman 
Jeffrey Dinowitz’s Offi ce
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The Wicked Wo

Delivery Service Available 10
PLASMA TVs

Restaurant & Bar
4029 East Tremont A 0

The Wicked Wolf

Ring In 2018 At The Wolfg

CELEBRATE
New Years Eve with

Come Party with the

neighborhood
No cover, Buffet and Champagne at
Midnight and hats and noisemakers

Galore...

Just a reminder that we have parking available in
the service station next door

We Would Like To
Wish Everyone A 

HAPPY & HEALTHY
NEW YEAR

$35 INCLUDES
Appetizer, Soup and Salad, Entree, Dessert, Coffee/Tea

New Year’s Eve Dinner At The Wolf

NEW YEAR’S DAY

BRUNCH$1995
JOIN US FOR
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RHYMES
WITH CRAZY

Lenore Skenazy

Until the advent of 
photography, every 
time you witnessed 

something scary, it was in 
your neighborhood.

A tiger sighting? Bet-
ter watch out. Guy with a 
spear? Avoid. Your cousin 
dropped dead after eating 
a particular mushroom? 
Let’s not put those in the 
salad. 

But today, explained 
Margee Kerr, author of 
“Scream: Chilling Ad-
ventures in the Science of 
Fear,” we are bombarded 
by images of scary things 
that are absolutely not im-
mediate threats. 

And yet, we keep react-
ing as if they are, because 
that see it–fl ee it wiring 
worked well for 99.99 per-
cent of human history. 
Never mind that New York 
City is on target to have the 
lowest murder rate in its 
history.

Kerr was speaking at St. 
Francis College in Brook-
lyn the other day, a guest of 
its senior citizen lecture se-
ries. She began by explain-
ing that fear is not just in 
our brains, it’s in every fi -
ber of our bodies.

When startled, for in-
stance, our blood pumps 

faster. Sugar is converted to 
energy so we can be quick and 
strong. We sweat. We breathe 
faster. Our pupils dilate, per-
haps to hyper-focus on the 
threat. Endorphins are re-
leased so that even if we are 
hurt — a broken ankle, a bul-
let through the arm — we can 
temporarily ignore the pain 
and keep going. Our bodies 
prepare us for battle.

Which is great, if we actu-
ally are about to battle. It’s less 
great when the nightly news 
just wants to keep us tuned in 
through a commercial, so it 
teases: “Up next: The deadly 
threat to your children that is 
in your home!”

“Our media are fi lled with 
images and words that incite 
feelings of fear and anger, 
which motivate action,” Kerr 
explained. Companies incite 
fear so they can sell us every-
thing from alarm systems to 
apps that track our kids. And 
politicians incite fear so they 
can promise to keep us safe 
if elected. It doesn’t matter 
whether the dangers are real 
or so remote as to be ridicu-
lous: Fear sells. What’s new is 
the immediacy with which it 
infi ltrates our lives, and the ef-
fect it is having on people, es-
pecially parents.

“When the Newtown school 

shooting happened,” Kerr told 
the audience, “I was in a meet-
ing. Everyone was getting 
alerts on their phones. And for 
the rest of the day, we were all 
just paying attention to this 
thing that was happening hun-
dreds of miles away that we 
had no control over, and no 
connection to.” 

In an earlier era, the news 
from several states away 
would have arrived days later 
in a newspaper story, or even 
weeks later, when a traveler 
came to town. The immediacy 
brought to us by the media 
(I’d never realized how closely 
linked those words are) creates 
a more constantly outraged 
public. A shooting here, a 
bombing there — as these fl ood 

in, the literally hyperventilat-
ing public demands that more 
be done.

That’s why, even though 
the Sandy Hook school where 
the mass shooting occurred 
had a buzz-in door system 
in place, schools around the 
country immediately started 
making it harder for people to 
enter — some by adding buzz-
in systems. Fear and empathy 
forced them to “do something,” 
no matter how pointless that 
“something” was.

Similarly, when you can 
go on Facebook and see sto-
ries of moms who felt their 
kids were “almost” snatched 
from the aisles of Ikea, or vid-
eos re-enacting how easy it 
could be to lure a child from 
the park, there’s your blood-
pumping, heart-thumping re-
action again. Doesn’t matter 
that those weren’t actual ab-
ductions. Your body sends a 
message to your brain and the 
message is always “Watch your 
children even more closely 
than you’ve been doing.”

The problem is that our 
fears are wildly out of propor-
tion with the danger at hand — 
because it’s really not at hand, 
it’s usually far away, or even 
fi ctional. Yet that, coupled with 
the fact we now have the tech-
nology to almost constantly 

watch our kids via baby 
monitor, smart phone, and 
even online school grades, 
makes it almost impossible 
not to worry and watch All. 
The. Time. 

“You have the ability to 
monitor your child 24-7,” 
said Kerr. “So now, because 
you have that choice, if you 
choose not to do it and some-
thing bad happens, it’s all 
your fault.”

That is the reason par-
ents today are “helicop-
tering.” Unlike our own 
parents, who could not see 
where and what we were 
doing at any given time, 
today’s parents can. So 
choosing not to becomes a 
deliberate choice: “I trust 
my unsupervised kid in the 
world.” 

That’s a hard thing for 
parents to do, since now if 
something “bad” happens 
they will be accused of in-
suffi cient hovering: “Why 
weren’t you watching?”

Photography brought us 
a new level of fear. Technol-
ogy is bringing us a new 
level of blame. The upshot 
is parents worrying and 
watching all the time. 

Lenore Skenazy is au-
thor of “Has the World 
Gone Skenazy?”

 NYC Health + Hospitals 
announced the integration of 
in-clinic technology to pro-
vide faster point-of-care hemo-
globin A1c testing at various 
hospitals and health centers 
throughout New York City. Us-
ing an in-clinic machine and 
a small blood sample, physi-
cians can review a patient’s 
average blood sugar level for 
the past two to three months, 
in as little as fi ve minutes. 

“The addition of point-of-
care testing systems in NYC 
Health + Hospitals clinics en-
ables a physician to assess a 
patient’s average blood sugar 
level at the time of the pa-
tient’s appointment,” said Dr. 
Dave Chokshi, chief popula-
tion health offi cer of OneCity 
Health and Senior Assistant 

Vice President at NYC Health 
+ Hospitals. “This snapshot is 
especially important for pa-
tients who may not have been 
seen by their doctor recently. 
It helps physicians make nec-
essary adjustments to a pa-
tient’s treatment plan at the 
time of their appointment.”

 A1c testing measures a 
two-to-three-month period 
of time, providing an aver-
age for the amount of hemo-
globin in the blood that has 
glucose attached to it. A high 
A1c level indicates poor blood 
sugar control, increasing the 
risk of diabetes complica-
tions, including kidney and 
heart disease, stroke, and 
eye damage. The use of point-
of-care A1c testing is an ef-
fective monitoring tool for 

patients with diabetes, im-
proving care and removing a 
wait for lab results following 
an appointment.

 “According to our prelim-
inary data, patients receiving 
care at our sites with in-clinic 
A1c testing have, on average, 
better control rates, com-
pared to patients at our other 
sites,” said Dr. Nichola Davis, 
assistant vice president, Pop-
ulation Health, NYC Health + 
Hospitals, who noted 66 per-
cent of patients in these sites 
with in-clinic testing had 
A1c under control, compared 
to 62.5 percent of patients in 
other sites. “These prelimi-
nary results make sense. 
When patients know their di-
abetes numbers, they can bet-
ter manage their blood sugar, 

and their risk of complica-
tions decreases.”

 Doctors underscore the 
importance of eliminating 
delays associated with test-
ing. Traditionally, patients 
have visited their doctor 
and had blood taken for test-
ing, but the results took 1-2 
days and patients sometimes 
needed another appointment 
to have the results discussed 
and to go over modifi cations 
for the plan of care. With in-
clinic testing, that hurdle is 
removed. In addition, the im-
mediacy of testing, results, 
and feedback—all in a single 
visit—may help patients bet-
ter absorb information and 
understand its importance.

 The fi ve sites in the Bronx 
currently with in-clinic A1c 

testing are: NYC Health + 
Hospitals/Jacobi; NYC Health 
+ Hospitals/Lincoln; NYC 
Health + Hospitals/North Cen-
tral Bronx; NYC Health + Hos-
pitals/Gotham Health, Belvis; 
and NYC Health + Hospitals/
Gotham Health, Morrisania.

 In-clinic A1c testing will 
be introduced to other sites 
in the coming months.

 NYC Health + Hospitals 
offers expert diabetes care 
at all hospitals and neighbor-
hood health centers. In ad-
dition to high-quality care, 
they offer diabetes education 
classes, one-on-one sessions, 
and patient support groups. 

To fi nd more informa-
tion, visit http://www.ny-
chealthandhospitals.org/ser-
vices/diabetes-care/.

NYC Health + Hospitals Expands use of rapid diabetes testing 

FOR ADVERTISING INFORMATION CALL (718) 260-4593

Fear not!
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VAN NEST
ASSEMBLY 

OF GOD
755 Rhinelander Ave.

Bronx, NY 10462

Corner of Holland
2 blocks from 

White Plains Road

SPIRIT 
FILLED

PRAYER 
GUIDED

LOVE 
EXTENDED

PASTOR

ASSISTANT PASTOR 

YOUTH PASTOR

A HOUSE OF PRAYER FOR ALL NATIONS

Welcome to our caring, 
multi cultural, multi-generational, 

evangelistic home church!

5 services every Sunday. 
8:30 am, 10 am (Service & Sunday School) 

11:30 am, 4pm, 7pm.
Ministry programs and activities for 

all ages — all week — all year!

Come join us in prayer, praise 
and celebration!

www.vannestassembly.org

GEORGE’S RESTAURANT
Corner of Westchester Avenue & Crosby Avenue

SERVING THE FINEST FOOD FOR OVER 48 YEARS
NOW SERVING WHOLE WHEAT PASTA

WE NOW DELIVER TO PELHAM BAY,
THROGS NECK & COUNTRY CLUB!

$10 Minimum For Delivery - Delivery Hours 11am-9pm

LET US CATER YOUR NEXT EVENT - CURBSIDE PICK-UP!

SAUTE´ AND
PASTA DISHES

COME AND ENJOY OUR 
NEW SAUTE MENU!

SERVED
MONDAY - SATURDAY

FROM 4PM-9PM

EARLY BIRD

DINNER
SPECIALS

$9.95

SUNDAY - THURSDAY
3pm - 6pm

YOUR NEXT DELIVERY OF 

$20 OR MORE

$300
OFF

GEORGE’S SPECIAL

Must Mention Coupon Offer While Ordering 
To Receive Discount And Present Upon Food 
Receipt. Not To Be Combined With Any Other 
Offer. Exp. 12/31/2017
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ALBERT GRAZIOSA, MD

M E DIC A L  A E S TH E TIC S
Got Hair? llc

KYBELLA® is a prescription medi-
cine used in adults to improve the 
appearance and profile of moder-
ate to severe fat below the chin 
(submental fat), also called “double 
chin.” It is not known if KYBELLA® 
is safe and effective for use outside 
of the submental area and in chil-
dren less than 18 years of age.

Bothered by the 
fullness* beneath 

your chin?

3611A East Tremont Avenue  Bronx, NY 347-281-5576

Offering
the latest in

Laser Hair Removal     

Botox   

Fillers 

Electrolysis

Hormone Replacement Therapy

hCG Weight Loss Program

Kybella

LOSE 20–40 lb.
IN THE NEXT 40 DAYS

DROP 20-40 POUNDS IN 40 DAYS

NO EXERCISE NECESSARY

MINIMAL OR NO CRAVINGS

MININMAL OR NO HUNGER

BURNS FAT

TARGETS BELLY, BUTT, HIPS, THIGHS

DOCTOR SUPERVISED FOR SAFETY & RESULTS

Thursday, December 14th
15% OFF Botox & Filler 

Treatment(s)
Call now for your appointment! (Walk ins welcome)  No other discounts apply

DON’T MISS OUT! ONE DAY ONLY!
Purchase a package of 
6 LASER TREATMENTS 

(any body part) 
in December and get 

15% OFF

SIRECI 
Family Dental
Your Neighborhood Dentist Since 1983

C A R I N G    A F F O R D A B L E    P A I N L E S S

FREE 
CONSULTATIONS

COME VISIT US 
IN OUR NEW 

MODERN OFFICE

2861 BRUCKNER BLVD.  |  718-829-0455

GENERAL DENTISTRY  
SPECIALTY CARE

COMMUNITY
CHIROPRATIC

of Throggs Neck

Kenneth P. Gonoud D.C.

Trigger Point Injections

We Treat:
Acute and Chronic Pain, Back and Neck Pain

Headaches and Migraines, Sciatica and Pinched Nerves
Arthritis, Knee and Shoulder Pain
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PRIME 
RIB 

ROAST
PORK 

SPIRAL
HAM 

FILLET
MIGNON

ALL MEATS CUSTOM CUT, SEASONED AND TIED FREE

E-Z PEEL COOKED SHRIMP 
��������	
��������LESS THAW 3 LBS. $10.99 LB.HOLIDAY SPECIAL 9.99 LB.

GIORDANO’SBIG
G OPEN SATURDAY DECEMBER 23RD TILL 9 P.M.

PICK-UP OR DELIVERY����������	���
���

SHOP AT HOME SERVICE
  NO TIME TO SHOP? LET US DO IT FOR YOU!

TILAPIA FILET 
(3-5 OZ.).........$3.99LB.

BABY LOBSTER TAILS 
.................$1.99 1 oz. EACH
.................$3.99 2 oz. EACH

3 OZ..........$5.99 EACH
4 OZ..........$7.99 EACH
5 OZ.........�$9.99 EACH
6 OZ.......$11.99 EACH
7 OZ.......$13.99 EACH
8 OZ.......$15.99 EACH

BRAZIL LOBSTER TAILS

WHOLE COOKED CLAMS �������$3.99 ����
FRESH CLAMS ������������������������������$6.99 �����
STUFFED CLAMS (9 PK.)����������$5.99 ����

OYSTER BAY
IMITATION CRAB MEAT
2 1/2 LBS.............$9.99EACH

JUMBO SHRIMP ON ICE
(16-20CT)......$9.99LB.

 CLEAN SHRIMP (I.Q.F.) 2 LB. BAGS
MEDIUM SHRIMP (51-60 CT) ��������� $7.99 LB.
LARGE SHRIMP (31-40 CT) ��������� $8.50 LB.
JUMBO SHRIMP (21-25 CT) �������� $9.99 LB.

MUSSELS��������������������������������������������� $2.99 LB.
NEW ZEALAND GREEN SHELL MUSSELS
2 LBS. ���������������������������������������������������$4.99 LB.
 
BACALAO (1 LB.BAG) ���������������������$9.99 LB.
BACALAO SUPER JUMBO
SOAKED OR DRY �������������������������$12.99 LB.

JUMBO SNOW CRAB CLUSTER $12.99 LB.
KING CRAB    (16-20 CT)......$22.99 LB.

KING CRAB LEGS(12-14 CT) $29.99 LB.
ANCHOVIES FLAT FILETS
..................................$12.99 28 oz. can
OCTOPUS SPANISH
(4-6)....................................... $7.99 LB.
CALAMARI CLEANED 
(5-8 CT) 2 1/2 LBS ............$12.99 each
CALAMARI CLEANED TUBE ONLY
JUMBO (8-12 CT) 2 1/2 LBS ......$14.99

����COME IN AND 
HAVE A FREE 

CUP OF COFFEE

718-892-7798
 F: 718-892-7919
1554 Paulding Ave.
Bronx, NY 10462

Mon. - Sat. 7am - 7pm
Sunday - 9am - 5pm

We take E.B.T Card
FREE 

DELIVERY
ON PURCHASES

OVER $50
ALL MEATS 

CUSTOM CUT 
YOUR WAY

Butcher on premises 7 days!

MERRY CHRISTMAS & HAPPY NEW YEAR!
WE WILL BE OPEN CHRISTMAS EVE 

& NEW YEARS EVE ‘TIL 5 P.M.
CLOSED CHRISTMAS & NEW YEARS DAY!

PLEASE PLACE YOUR 
HOLIDAY ORDERS EARLY!

�������	���
���������	����	�
�������������	�
�����������������������
���������
��

. CCC

B

!

( )
 COOKED SHRIMP (I.Q.F.) 2 LB. BAGS
MEDIUM (71-90 CT)�������������������������� $9.99 LB.
LARGE (31-40 CT) �������������������������$12.50 LB.
JUMBO (21-25 CT)������������������������ $14.99 LB.
EXTRA JUMBO (16-20 CT) ���������$17.50 LB.

SUPER JUMBO (15 CT) ����������� $14.99 LB.
JUMBO SHRIMP    (16-20 CT).....$12.99 LB.

PLEASE PLACE YOUR HOLIDAY ORDERS NOW!

FREE    
PONS
 Summer Fresh
 Extra Virgin Olive Oil 
 �����������	�	
����	
	��
 �	
� $100 or more purchasee

HOLIDAY
SPECIAL  E

�
�

L 9 P.M.

SEAFOOD
MEAT & DELI

FRESH FISH DELIVERED DAILY!
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*Terms and conditions apply. For a complete list of benef its and discounts, visit www.yankees.com/universe. 
A portion of Yankees Universe proceeds goes to the Yankees Universe Fund at Memorial Sloan Kettering Cancer Center.

For more information on 2018 packages:

Call (800) GO-YANKS or visit WWW.YANKEES.COM/UNIVERSE.

2018

EXPLOREREXPLORER

MVP

2018

GOLF

2018

ROOKIE

2018

• Yankees Universe Baby Package

• FOUR (4) FIELD LEVEL TICKETS -     
 to a select 2018 regular season home 
 game* 
• Nike Short Sleeve T-shirt
• JBL In-Ear Headphones
• Tervis Water Bottle
• All the Rookie Package benefits included,    
 excluding the 200 Level tickets.
• MUCH MORE – see website for details!

• TWO (2) 100 LEVEL TICKETS - 
 to a select 2018 regular season home 
 game* 
• New York Yankees Golf Head Cover
• New York Yankees Golf Towel
• New York Yankees Golf Umbrella
• MUCH MORE – see website for details!

• TWO (2) 200 LEVEL TICKETS -  
 to a select 2018 regular season home  
 game* 
• New Era Trucker Hat
• Aaron Judge Bobblehead
• Sunglasses
• MUCH MORE – see website for details!

• TWO (2) GRANDSTAND TICKETS - 
 to a select 2018 regular season home 
 game* 
• Welcome Letter
• 2018 MLB.com® Gameday Audio
• MUCH MORE – see website for details!

$295 $59.95

$99.95 $19.95

Christmas Classics  

Performed by Kristin Kelleher  

 

This live music performance  

will take place on  

Wednesday from 6PM—8PM  

The New Year is approach-
ing and with it, new creative 
explorations and adventures. 
Winter is perfect for satisfy-
ing that urge to create some-
thing. Pelham Art Center, 155 
Fifth Avenue, Pelham, NY, is 
offering a rich range of ar-
tistic adventures for adults, 
children and teens.

Kids learn STEM concepts 
through digital art-making 
with Scratch Coding, Digi-
tal Photography, Experimen-
tal Animation, 3D Computer 
Modeling, or 3D Printing and 
Modeling. For curious chil-
dren who love to get messy, 
there’s Create with Clay, 
and for adults who want to 
join the fun the center offers 
CLAY ADULT +ME! Looking 
for an inspiring camp during 
winter break? We’ve got you 
covered! Winter Camp starts 
February 20-23.

High School students may 
take any adult class. Impor-

Pelham Art Center offers new 
innovative and creative classes

tant for art students who 
want to build their portfolios 
for college, the center is  of-
fering Figure Drawing again 
– it really helped prepare 
high school students last se-
mester.

Eleanor Miller’s adult 
Friday morning and after-
noon Drawing and Painting 
classes are legendary and 
always full. Because of the 
popularity of her classes, El-
eanor is teaching a Thursday 
morning class as well. Or you 
might want to try Watercolor 
(beginners welcome!), Clay, 
or Create with Collage – in 
fact a couple of different in-
teresting options for collage.

Are you looking to fi nd 
your ‘voice’ in painting? 
The center has a class with 
just that aim. And of course, 
many more exciting choices.

Not sure you can com-
mit to a full semester? Try a 
workshop to explore a new art 

form in an afternoon, from 
Winter Greenery (Thursday, 
January 25), to Matchbox Val-
entines (Saturday, February 
3), to Abstract Mixed Media 
(Thursday, February 15). 

These are just a few of the 
many exciting classes avail-
able for all ages. Registration 
is open now. 

For further information 
and registration go to Pel-
hamartcenter.org/education, 
or call (914) 738-2525, ext. 111. 
Stop by anytime for a catalog 
at 155 Fifth Avenue, Pelham, 
New York.

While your kids are hav-
ing fun, they are also improv-
ing social and motor skills, 
personal expression, visual 
communication and applica-
tion for digital skills. Statis-
tics show that children in-
volved in the arts improve 
academically. And exercis-
ing your creativity stretches 
from your art class to the 

board room to the classroom 
to general problemsolving.

PAC instructors are great 
teachers, as well as profes-
sional artists in their associ-
ated mediums – so inspiring 
children, youth and adults 
alike comes naturally.

Need-based scholarships 
are available to all students 

who qualify.
Pelham Art Center is open 

Tuesday to Friday, 10 a.m. to 
5 p.m.; and Saturday, 10 a.m. 
to 4 p.m.

The center is located fi ve 
blocks from the Hutchin-
son Parkway Exit 12 and two 
blocks from the Metro North 
Pelham stop

Eleanor Miller’s adult Friday morning and afternoon Drawing and Paint-
ing classes.
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CATHOLICSCHOOLSNY.ORG - 646 794 3318

Our Lady of Refuge - 2708 Briggs Ave Bronx, NY 
10451 – 

718 367 3081 – OLRBronx.com 

Our Lady of Mt. Carmel – 
�2465 Bathgate Ave Bronx, NY 10458 

-718 295 6080- mtcarmelschoolbronx.org 

St. Nicholas of Tolentine – 
�2336 Andrews Ave Bronx, NY 10468� 

- 718 364 5110� - SNTBronx.org 

St. Philip Neri – 3031 Grand Concourse Bronx, 
NY 10468 – 

- 718 365 8806 – School.StPhilipNeriBronx.org 

St. Margaret of Cortona – 
452 W 260th Street Bronx, NY 10471 – 

718 549 8580 – SMCSRiverdale.org 

St. Gabriel – 
�590 W 235th Street Bronx, NY 10463 – 

�718 548 0444 – SaintGabrielSchoolBronx.org 

St. John’s – 3143 Kingsbridge Ave Bronx, NY 
10463 – 718 548 0255 – 
StJohnSchoolBronx.org 

St. Brendan – 268 E 207th Street Bronx, NY 
10467 – 718 653 2292 – 

StBrendanSchoolBronx.org� 

Saint Luke – 608 E 139th Street Bronx, NY 
10454 – 718 585 0380 – StLuke138.org 

St. Angela Merici – 266 E 163rd Street Bronx, 
NY 10451 – 

718 293 3365 – SaintAngelaMericiSchool.org 

Saint Joseph – 1946 Bathgate Ave Bronx, NY 
10457 – 718 583 9432 

�– SaintJosephSchoolBronx.com 

St. Simon Stock – 2195 Valentine Ave. Bronx,
NY 10457 – 718 367 0453 – 

StSimonStockSchool.org 

St. Thomas Aquinas – 1909 Daly Ave Bronx, NY
10460 – 718 893 7600 – STASchoolBX.org 

Christ The King – 1345 Grand Concourse Bronx, 
NY 10452 – 

718 538 5959 – 
ChristTheKingBronx.org 



BRONX TIMES REPORTER, DECEMBER 15-21, 201772    BTR

Safe snow removal for seniors
by Healthy Seniors CliCC

Transportation 
services for seniors

Do you need help getting to and from your med-
ical appointments?  

Transportation Services are available to se-
niors Monday through Friday, 8 a.m. to 4 p.m., in 
community boards 9, 10, 11 and 12.

• Door-to-door service for all medical appoint-
ments

• Courteous, professional drivers
• Clean vehicles
• Handicap accessibility, including wheelchair 

lifts 
For further information, call Mildred Cardona, 

program director of the R.A.I.N. Transportation 
Program at (718) 882-8513. 

With winter in full 
swing in NYC we can 
expect some snow. As 
children, we looked for-
ward to school being 
closed and having snow 
ball fights with our 
friends. With age and 
responsibilities this 
soon turned into long 
commutes and shovel-

ing sidewalks.
After the snow stops 

falling, if you are a 
property owner, you 
must clear snow and ice 
on your sidewalk to cre-
ate a path for pedestri-
ans. Where possible, try 
to clear a path at least 
four feet wide along the 
sidewalk. You must also 

remove snow and ice 
from sidewalks next to 
bus stops and hydrants. 
You can receive a sum-
mons if your sidewalk is 
not clear.

NYC offers snow 
shoveling assistance as 
well. NYC Service coor-
dinates sidewalk snow 
shoveling assistance 

if you fall under one of 
these three categories: 
A senior who is 60 and 
over, or A disabled per-
son, or A homebound 
person. In addition to 
falling into one of these 
three categories you 
must also be the prop-
erty owner and request-
ing assistance with 

shoveling your sidewalk 
ONLY. NYC Service 
CANNOT guarantee as-
sistance. If you qualify, 
they will gather your 
information for future 
storms and try to match 
you with a volunteer in 
your zip code. To get 
more information about 
the program please con-
tact 311 for more infor-
mation and into enroll 
in the program.

Additionally, if you 
must shovel snow your-
self please keep these 
tips in mind. 

Dress appropri-

ately. Cover the head, 
face and hands when 
outside for prolonged 
periods of time. Pick 
waterproof booths with 
non-skid soles. These 
will help guard against 
falls.

Pick a small shovel. 
Selecting a smaller 
shovel means lighter 
loads of snow, which 
can help prevent injury 

to the body by creating 
less strain.

Stay hydrated. Al-
though it is cold you 
can still get dehydrated. 
Keep a water bottle 
close and take a sip ev-
ery 15mins or so to stay 
hydrated.  

Shovel frequently. 
Shovel frequently to 
lessen the load.

Push the snow. It’s 
easier to push the shovel 
full of snow instead of 
lifting and throwing the 
snow. 

Never shovel alone. 
Let a spouse or neighbor 
know you will be shov-
eling. That way if some-
thing happens some-
one can get help for you 
quickly.

These tips will con-
tribute to you having a 
safe winter in NYC.

Sponsored by: The 
Hartford Institute for Ge-
riatric Nursing at NYU 
and R.A.I.N and Mon-
tefi ore Health Systems.

The Young Israel of Pelham Parkway Jewish Cen-
terv and the Jewish Community Council of Pelham 
Parkway invite you to a festive Chanukah Party 
and Concert starring the wonderfully talented Yoel 
Sharabi and the

New York Klezmer Trio featuring Aaron Alexan-
der, Sunday, December 17 at 2 p.m., Young Israel of 
Pelham Parkway Jewish Center, 900 Pelham Park-
way South.

Chanukah refreshments will be served. Come 
and enjoy the free event.

For further information, call (718) 792-4744

Chanukah party & concert
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ANTIQUES & ESTATE BUYERS

ANTIQUE & ESTATE BUYERS
We buy anything old. One piece or house full. 

WILL TRAVEL. HOUSE CALLS.

ANTIQUE & ESTATE BUYERS
We buy anything old. One piece or house full. 

WILL TRAVEL. HOUSE CALLS.
WILL TRAVEL

ENTIRE
TRI-STATE!

FREE
Estimates!

We Pay $CASH$ For 
Paintings, Clocks, Watches, 
Estate Jewelry & Fine China, 

From Single Items 
to Entire Estates!
Coin & Stamp Collections

Costume Jewelry
Antique Furniture  Lamps
Bronzes  Paintings  Prints

Chinese & Japanese 
Artwork & Porcelain

Sports Collectibles 
Comic Books  Old Toys  Records
Cameras  Sterling Flatware Sets

HUMMELS & LLADROS

ANTIQUES & ESTATE BUYERS

TOP $ PAID
FOR JUDAICA
COLLECTIBLES

HOUSE
CALLS

MOVING orDOWNSIZING?CALL
US!

Top $ Paid
for Antique

Sterling!

Military
Collections

Wanted
Swords,
Knives,

Helmets, etc.

SEE OUR AD IN THE SUNDAY POST

WILL TRAVEL. WE MAKE HOUSE CALLS.
173 N. WELLWOOD AVENUE, LINDENHURST, N.Y.

SAME DAY  
SERVICE  

AVAILABLE

HOUSE 
CALLS

SERVING BRONX 
AND THE ENTIRE  
TRI-STATE AREA

516-974-6528516-974-6528
ASK FOR CHRISTOPHER



BRONX TIMES REPORTER, DECEMBER 15-21, 201774    BTR

LEGAL NOTICE

LEGAL NOTICE

LEGAL NOTICE

LEGAL NOTICE

LEGAL NOTICE

LEGAL NOTICE

LEGAL NOTICE

LEGAL NOTICE

LEGAL NOTICE

LEGAL NOTICE

LEGAL NOTICE

LEGAL NOTICE

LEGAL NOTICE

LEGAL NOTICE

LEGAL NOTICE

To Place Your Ad
Call 718-260-4595LEGAL NOTICES



BRONX TIMES REPORTER, DECEMBER 15-21, 2017 75  BTR



BRONX TIMES REPORTER, DECEMBER 15-21, 201776    BTR

LEGAL NOTICE

LEGAL NOTICE

LEGAL NOTICE

LEGAL NOTICE

LEGAL NOTICE

LEGAL NOTICE

LEGAL NOTICE

LEGAL NOTICE

LEGAL NOTICE

LEGAL NOTICE

LEGAL NOTICE

To Place Your Ad
Call 718-260-4595LEGAL NOTICES



BRONX TIMES REPORTER, DECEMBER 15-21, 2017 77  BTR

Merry Christmas
&

Happy Chanukah

ASSEMBLEMAN

MICHAEL BENEDETTO
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POT of GOLD
Sherbee Antiques is a family-owned business that has been 

serving the tri-state area for over 60 years. 
We buy from the full contents of homes and estates 

to single items. We specialize in high-end goods such as 
antiques, art, fi ne porcelain, lighting, bronzes and sculptures. 

We have particular interest in fi ne jewelry, timepieces, 
diamonds, gold and silver. 

If you call we will come to you, free of charge, and evaluate 
what you are selling. We know the value of your possessions 
and are willing to pay top dollar on the spot. Please feel free 
to call seven days a week for a free same day consultation.

You may be sitting on a large fortune. 
Call Sherbee Antiques. They’ll tell you how much.

CALL TODAY 917-748-7622 OR 718-762-7448 
You’ll be glad you did.

Sherbee  Antiques
Est. 1940

The Young Israel of Pelham Parkway Jewish Center
and the

Jewish Community Council of Pelham Parkway
invite you to a 

Jewish Community Council of Pelham Parkway
invite you to a

CHANUKAH PARTY  
and CONCERT

Starring the Wonderfully Talented  

YOEL SHARABI
and the  
NEW YORK KLEZMER TRIO
featuring AARON ALEXANDER

Sunday, December 17, 2017  •  2:00 pm
Young Israel of Pelham Parkway Jewish Center

900 Pelham Parkway South

fYOEL SHARABI

Chanukah Refreshments will be served. Come and Enjoy!

FREE
EVENT!

For further information, please call 718-792-4744

Saturday, December 16: 
Family Art Project: Wintery 
Birdy Marionettes: Seen any 
downy woodpeckers, chick-
adees or eastern towhees 
lately? See which of these 
black-and-white winter birds 
is setting up house at Wave 
Hill this winter. 

Make fun, birdy mari-
onette puppets to hang on a 
group tree-display indoors, 
or to dance and chirp in the 
Sarah and Geoffrey Gund 
Theater. Free, and admis-
sion to the grounds is free un-
til noon. Feed the Birds Day 
event.

Saturday, December 16: 
Nature Walk: Birds and the 
Winter Garden: Local birds 
face many challenges dur-
ing the chilly months, and 
benefi t from thoughtfully 
planned, bird-friendly plant-
ings. Naturalist Gabriel Wil-
low and Senior Horticultural 

Interpreter Charles Day lead 
a brisk walk to see birds and 
bird habitats in the garden. 
Along the way, hear about 
fascinating adaptations that 
help birds survive the cold. 
Ages 12 and older welcome 
with an adult. 

This nature walk takes 
place at 11 a.m. and 2 p.m. 
Free, and admission to the 
grounds is free until noon. 
Feed the Birds Day Event.

Sautrday, December 16: 
Drop-in Workshop: Decorat-
ing for the Birds: Decorating 
a tree for birds is a fun fam-
ily activity, but it also helps 
our feathered friends survive 
when food is scarce. Discover 
what birds prefer to eat and 
make several edible decora-
tions for your avian neigh-
bors. $10 materials fee plus 
admission to the grounds. 
Ages six and older welcome 
with an adult. Feed the Birds 

Day Event. 
Sunday, December 17: 

Family Art Project: Wintery 
Birdy Marionettes: Seen any 
downy woodpeckers, chick-
adees or eastern towhees 
lately? See which of these 
black-and-white winter birds 
is setting up house at Wave 
Hill this winter. 

Make fun, birdy mari-
onette puppets to hang on a 
group tree-display indoors, 
or to dance and chirp in the 
Sarah and Geoffrey Gund 
Theater.  Free with admis-
sion to the grounds. Feed the 
Birds Day event.

Sunday, December 17: Gar-
den Highlights Walk: Join a 
Wave Hill Garden guide for 
an hour-long tour of seasonal 
garden highlights. Free with 
admission to the grounds.

Wave Hill is located at 675 
West 252nd Street. For info 
call (718) 549-3200 ext. 232.

Wave Hill Family Art Project Wintery Birdy Marionette.
                        Photo courtesy Joshua Bright

Upcoming Wave Hill programs
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We’ll help take the mystery 
out of cremation.

Family Owned & Operated for over 60 years

Andrew Freedman House on the Concourse
The week before last, I 

wrote about the Art Deco 
buildings on the Grand Con-
course. I paid special atten-
tion to the so-called Fish 
Building at 1150 Grand Con-
course off McClellan Street. 
Directly across the street 
from that building is the huge 
landmarked Andrew Freed-
man Home.

It was erected at 1125 
Grand Concourse in 1924, long 
before the Art Deco craze, by 
Andrew Freedman, the mil-
lionaire who was closely as-
sociated with Tammany Hall. 
The 100,000 square foot build-
ing occupies the entire block 
between the Concourse and 
Walton Avenue south of Mc-
Clellan Street to 166th Street. 
It is constructed of yellow 
limestone, stands three sto-
ries tall in the front and four 
stories tall in the back, has an 
expansive lawn, and is pro-
tected by wrought iron fenc-
ing.

Freedman was born in 
1860, graduated from the City 
College of New York, and never 
married. He is recalled in 
baseball circles with derision 
for his handling of the New 
York Giants when he bought 

the team in 1895. One of the 
few things he did right was the 
hiring of John McGraw of the 
Baltimore Orioles as manager. 
Freedman was also respon-
sible for getting the fi nancial 
backing for the construction 
of the IRT #4, 5, and 6 lines. 
Apparently, he was somewhat 
unyielding and unswayed by 
adversaries once his mind 
was made up. He was however, 
extremely loyal to his friends 
and to Tammany Hall. 

No one knows how he ac-
cumulated such wealth but 
his close association with 
Tammany Hall may hold 
some clues to the answer. 
When he passed away in 1915 
he left half of his fortune to 
his mother, brother and sister 
and created a trust with the 
other half to help the rich who 
lost their wealth and were liv-
ing in poverty. 

He arranged for the con-
struction of the magnifi cent 
building at 1125 Grand Con-
course to provide them with 

the luxurious accommoda-
tions they were used to.  The 
exquisite home he had built 
wasn’t just open to anyone 
wealthy who fell on hard 
times. They had to be between 
60 and 80 years of age and, un-
like at other homes, they were 
able to bring their spouses.

The home had a staff of 
50 of the fi nest chefs, nurses, 
maids, and servants avail-
able. There were only 129 res-
idents at that time. All the 
furnishings were the fi nest 
money could buy. Plush car-
pets, marble showers, a well-
stocked library and oak pan-
eled walls greeted them and 
monthly viewing of the latest 
movies, dances and varied en-
tertainment occupied their 
time. The residents were to 
do nothing but relax and en-
joy life in grand style. The 
best part was that all this at-
tention lavished upon them 
was totally free. They weren’t 
even allowed to tip. One in-
teresting strict rule was that 

they could not treat the ser-
vants nastily. 

All good things come to an 
end and infl ation eventually 
took its toll. The costs of oper-
ating the home exceeded the 
income from the endowment 
by the early 1970s and parts of 
the building had to be closed 
off as the last residents died 
off. The home was in rapid 
decline and in 1984 the Mid-
Bronx Senior Citizens Coun-
cil took over the home and 
established a day care center, 
head-start program and other 
social service programs. 

Those wishing to see the 
interior of the building will 
now have a unique opportu-
nity to do so as “This Side of 
Paradise,” a two-month long 
art show opened there on 
April 4.   

Artists were given individ-
ual rooms to create and show-
case their art. It is open to the 
public and will run Thursday 
to Sunday, 1 to 7 p.m. until 
June 5. 

t’s a marvelous oppor-
tunity to visit this historic 
building and meet some art-
ists and view their works. 

Andrew Freedman built a mansion on the Grand Concourse for those who 
lost their fortunes so that they could continue to live in luxury.  This im-
age comes from Wikepedia. 

REPRINTED FROM 4-19-12
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BRIDAL FASHION
KLEINFELD BRIDAL SAMPLE STUDIO
123 West 20th Street, New York, NY 10011 
(2nd fl oor across from Kleinfeld Bridal) 
(917) 388-2341 
www.kleinfeldbridal.com/sample-studio

TUXEDOS
TUXEDO WORLD OF STATEN ISLAND
2791 Richmond Avenue, #6, 
Staten Island, NY 10314, (718) 698-4859 
www.tuxedoworldsi.com

CATERING & VENUES
ATLAS STEAKHOUSE
943 Coney Island Avenue 
off  18th Avenue, Brooklyn, NY
(646) 494-7227, www.AtlasSteak.com
BAY RIDGE MANOR
476 76th Street, Brooklyn
(718) 748-8855
www.bayridgemanor.com
CELEBRATE AT SNUG HARBOR
(718) 442-2700 
www.celebrate-snug.com  
events@celebrate-snug.com
EDIBLE ARRANGEMENTS
133-22 Springfi eld Blvd., (718) 528-3344
158-18 Cross Bay Blvd., (718) 848-3344
1357 Fulton Street, (718) 622-3344
1557 Ralph Avenue, (718) 451-3344
www.ediblearrangements.com/stores/
StoreLocator.aspx
GLEN TERRACE
5313 Avenue N, Brooklyn, (718) 252-4614
GRAND OAKS COUNTRY CLUB
200 Huguenot Avenue, Staten Island
(718) 356–2771, www.grandoaksnyc.com
GRAND PROSPECT HALL
263 Prospect Avenue, Brooklyn 
(718) 788-0777, www.grandprospecthall.com
HUNTERS STEAK HOUSE
9404 Fourth Avenue, Brooklyn, NY 11209 
(718) 238-8899, www.HuntersSteakhouse.com
IL FORNETTO
2902 Emmons Avenue in Brooklyn 
(718) 332-8494
www.ilFornettoRestaurant.com

MARBELLA RESTAURANT
220-33 Northern Boulevard 
Bayside, NY 11361, (718) 423-0100 
www.marbella-restaurant.com
PARADISE CATERING HALL
51 Avenue U, Brooklyn, NY 11223
(718) 372-4352 
www.theparadisecateringhall.com
THE PEARL ROOM
8518 - 3rd Avenue
Brooklyn, NY 11209
(718) 833-6666 
www.pearlroombklyn.com
SCHNITZEL HAUS
7319 5th Avenue, Bay Ridge, NY 11029
(718) 836-5600, www.schnitzelhausny.com
ROCCO’S TACOS
339 Adams Street, Brooklyn, NY 11201
(718) 246-8226, roccostacos.net 
SIRICO’S CATERERS
8015-23 13th Avenue, Brooklyn 
(718) 331-2900, www.siricoscaterers.net
SOTTO 13
5140 West 13th Street, New York, NY
(212) 647-1001, sotto13.com
TERRACE ON THE PARK
52-11 111 Street, Flushing, NY 11368 
(718) 592-5000
www.terraceonthepark.com
THE VANDERBILT AT SOUTH BEACH
300 Father Capodanno Boulevard 
Staten Island, NY
(718) 447-0800 
www.vanderbiltsouthbeach.com

FAVORS & INVITATIONS
THE BRONX DESIGN GROUP
2914 Westchester Avenue
Bronx, NY 10461
(718) 409-9874, Ext. 106
danielles@bronxdesign.com
UNFORGETTABLE EVENTS
2049 Flatbush Avenue in Brooklyn, 
(718) 377-4535
FLORISTS
FLORAL FANTASY
3031 Quentin Road in Brooklyn, 
(718) 998-7060 or
(800) 566–8380 
www.fl oralfantasyny.com
FLOWERS BY MASSENET
Jamaica, Queens, NY
(347) 724-7044 
(718) 526-3725
HENRY’S FLORIST
8103 Fifth Avenue in Brooklyn 
(800) 543-6797 or 
(718) 238–3838 
www.henrysfl oristweddingevents.com
MARINE FLORIST AND DECORATORS
1995 Flatbush Avenue in Brooklyn 
(800) 447-6730 or 
(718) 338-3600
www.marinefl orists.com

LIMOUSINE SERVICES
MILA LIMOUSINE CORPORATION
(718) 232-8973, www.milalimo.com
ROMANTIQUE/DOUBLE DIAMOND 
LIMOUSINES
1421-86 Street, Brooklyn, NY, (718) 351-7273
2041-Hylan Boulevard, Staten Island 
(718) 351-7273, www.rddlimos.com
SOPHISTICATED LIMOUSINES
Serving the Tri state area & NJ, (866) 455-5466

PHOTOGRAPHY & VIDEO
FANTASY PHOTOGRAPHY
3031 Quentin Rd., Brooklyn NY,  (718) 998-0949
www.fantasyphotographyandvideo.com
NY PHOTO VIDEO GROUP
1040 Hempstead Turnpike
Franklin Square, NY 11010, (516) 352-3188 
www.nyphotovideogroup.com
info@nyphotovideogroup.com
ONE FINE DAY PHOTOGRAPHERS
459 Pacifi c Street, Massapequa Park 
(516) 690–1320
www.onefi nedayphotographers.com

SALONS
PILO ARTS SALON
8412 3 Avenue, Brooklyn, NY 11209
(718) 748–7411, www.piloarts.com

SERVICES
COSMETIC & LASER CENTER OF BAY RIDGE
9921 4th Avenue, Brooklyn, NY 11209 
(718) 833-2793 or (718) 833-7616 
www.BayRidgeDerm.com
ELITE WEIGHT LOSS
1316 Kings Highway, Brooklyn, NY 11229
(917) 444-3043 
EliteWeightLossNY.com
JOSEPH LICHTER, D.D.S.
1420 Avenue P in Brooklyn
(718) 339-7878
 www.josephlichterdds.co
OMNI DENTAL CARE
313 Kings Highway in Brooklyn
(718) 376-8656 
www.omnidentalcare.com
THE VEIN CENTER OF THE VASCULAR 
INSTITUTE OF NY
Dr. Natalie Marks
960 - 50 Street, Brooklyn, NY 11219
(718) 438-0067 
www.vascularnyc.com

WEDDING CAKES
WHIPPED PASTRY BOUTIQUE-WEDDING CAKES
(718) 858-8088
www.whippedpastryboutique.com

WEDDING EXPOS
BRIDAL AFFAIR
(718) 317–9701, www.bridalaff air.com

WEDDING INSURANCE
TRI-STATE INSURANCE BROKERAGE
610 Crescent Ave., Bronx 10458
277 Tarrytown Rd., White Plains 10602
(718) 618-7666, ww.tsinsbk.com

TO BE INCLUDED IN THIS DIRECTORY CALL (718) 260–8302
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Shalom Jewish
Funeral Home, Inc.

“The Bronx Jewish Community Memorial Chapel”

(718) 828-1700
Keeping Tradition Under Rabbinical Supervision

even though the creation is iconic – ev-
eryone knows Batman – the creator is 
largely obscure; few people know Bill’s 
name, and we aim to change that.” 

Nobleman said that the street re-
naming was part of an effort get Fin-
ger’s name out into the limelight, and 
that he had visited Poe Park before the 
book on Finger was under contract in 
order to research the author. 

“Before I knew any of this was pos-
sible, I was lobbying to get Bill a memo-
rial in the Bronx in Poe Park,” said No-

Street renaming honor for Batman comic book co-creator
From page 1 bleman, adding that after the release 

of his book and a related documentary 
fi lm called Batman and Bill. 

Interest in recognizing Finger was 
growing when he met Torres in 2015. 

Nobleman said he was pleased to 
learn in late-2016 that legislation to au-
thorize the street co-naming was mov-
ing forward. 

“I wanted it to be in or near Poe 
Park because I felt that it would make it 
more likely that people would go there 
or just come upon it on their own,” said 
Nobleman. 

Nobleman said that a change was 

made in 2015 that gave Finger credit 
on the comic. 

People from as a far away as Utah 
attended the street co-naming event 
adjacent to Poe Park, many seeking au-
tographs from Kevin Conroy, the voice 
of Batman in the animated series. 

Conroy said that Finger’s name had, 
until recently, been lost to history. 

“I have benefi tted so much from 
the character that Bill Finger helped 

create,” said Conroy at the ceremony. 
“History makes lots of mistakes, we 
can’t change history but we can make 
amends.” 

Steven Simmons said that Finger, 
his stepfather, told him about “giving 
the character a cape, bat-mobile and 
creating the bat cave.” 

“I can see his big smile now as he 
looks down on this gathering with 
pride,” said Simmons at the ceremony. 

Councilman Torres joined by Finger’s relatives and Batman. 
 Photo courtesy of Councilman Ritchie Torres’ Offi ce

to Bonizio, who is familiar with the 
process.

The steering committee will meet, 
elect its executive board, offi cers, 
sub-committees and begin a selec-
tion process to choose an executive 
director to run the BID, incorporate, 
draw up bylaws and go forward from 
there.

“It’s a long process, but it’s well 
worth the effort at the end of the rain-
bow,” Bonizio said.

From a property owner’s perspec-
tive, Sonny Vataj called the new BID 
“an amazing thing. We’ve been work-
ing hard for that. I own property in 
that neck of the woods. There comes 
a time in life when you have to give a 
little bit before you get.”

Vataj, broker/owner of Exit Re-
alty Group, acknowledged that prop-
erty owners’ taxes will go up a few 
cents per linear foot per month. That 
amount has not been made available 
yet.

“But if I’m going to get the neigh-
borhood to be safer, more prosper-
ous, I feel there’s nothing wrong with 
it,” Vataj said.

He said he heard there was con-

Morris Park Business Improvement District clears fi rst 
hurdle - City Council approves; fi nal OK months away

cern about the increased taxes, but 
he’d rather have the streets cleaned, 
and not see small mom and pop busi-
nesses fail because of sanitation tick-
ets and constant bombardment of 
fi ne after fi ne after fi ne.

“If we could implement things 
long-term that would protect our 
(commercial) corridors, I think the 
records have shown that if it’s man-
aged properly, it will be a success,” 
Vataj said.

For a few extra tax dollars, the 
Morris Park business district will 
get their annual holiday lights, clean 
streets, and a thriving business cor-
ridor, according to Vataj.

Vataj, who gives about $300 to $1000 
a year to Morris Park for their holi-
days programs and other projects, 
said, “If we could stop other abuse or 
waste that we get hit for, $300 is not 
going to change my lifestyle.”

The legislation was introduced 
by Councilman James Vacca whose 
funding  support was vital in estab-
lishing the 75th business improve-
ment district in New York City.

“Anybody who visits Morris Park 
can see its unique charm of family 
owned restaurants, small shops and 

a vibrant community of residents 
and merchants,” Vacca said. 

“The Morris Park Business Im-
provement District will benefi t the 
community as whole, building on the 

successful model that has led to the 
improvement of commercial strips 
throughout the city. I thank the mer-
chants for all their hard work,” he 
concluded.

From page 1

Morris Park Avenue at the intersection with Paulding Avenue is near the heart of the Morris 
Park Business Improvement District that was just approved by the NYC council. 
 Community News Group/Bob Guiliano
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TOP DRIVER DISTRACTIONS
ADVERTORIAL

Using mobile phones
Leading the list of the 

top distractions behind the 
wheel are mobile phones. 
Phones now do more than 
just place calls, and driv-
ers often cannot pull away 
from their phones, even 
when driving. According to 
the California Department 
of Motor Vehicles, studies 
have shown that driving 
performance is lowered 
and the level of distraction 
is higher for drivers who 
are heavily engaged in cell 

phone conversations. The 
use of a hands-free device 
does not lower distraction 
levels. The percentage of 
vehicle crashes and near-
crashes attributed to di-
aling is nearly identical 
to the number associated 
with talking or listening. 

Daydreaming
Many people will admit 

to daydreaming behind 
the wheel or looking at a 
person or object outside of 
the car  for too long. Per-

haps they’re checking out 
a house in a new neighbor-
hood or thought they saw 
someone they knew on the 
street corner. It can be easy 
to veer into the direction 
your eyes are focused, caus-
ing an accident. In addition 
to trying to stay focused on 
the road, some drivers pre-
fer the help of lane depar-
ture warning systems.

Eating
Those who haven’t quite 

mastered walking and 

chewing gum at the same 
time may want to avoid 
eating while driving. The 
majority of foods require a 
person’s hands to be taken 
off of the wheel and their 
eyes to be diverted from the 
road. Reaching in the back 
seat to share some French 
fries with the kids is also 
distracting. 

Try to eat meals before 
getting in the car. For 
those who must snack 
while en route, take a 
moment to pull over at 

a rest area and spend 10
minutes snacking there 
before resuming the
trip.

Reading
Glancing at an adver-

tisement, updating a Fa-
cebook status or reading
a book are all activities 
that should be avoided 
when driving. Even pour-
ing over a traffic map or 
consulting the digital 
display of a GPS system 
can be distracting.
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For the 14th year in a row, 
the St. Catharine Academy 
Cheerleading Varsity will 
get a chance to defend their 
national ranking at the Uni-
versal Cheerleading Asso-
ciations’ national compe-
tition in Orlando, Florida, 
from Saturday, February 
10 to Sunday, February 11, 
2018.  The Varsity turned in 

a 3rd place performance at 
the Empire Regional Com-
petition at Nassau Commu-
nity College on Saturday, 
December 2.  SCA competes 
in the Small Varsity Divi-
sion and is ranked 13th in 
the Nation.  

The Varsity will be 
joined by the JV team who 
placed fi rst in the JV non-

tumbling division.  The JV 
team was awarded an auto-
matic bid to Nationals.

Coach Nicole Pennac-
chia Sallustio said, “It is an 
awesome accomplishment 
to reach National competi-
tion 14 years in a row!  We 
are very proud of the ac-
complishments of the Var-
sity and JV teams.  I am 

optimistic that we will con-
tinue our tradition of top na-
tional ranking for SCA. In 
the meantime we continue 
to compete locally to be best 
prepared for Nationals.”

St. Catharine Academy is 
an all-girl Catholic college 
preparatory high school 
founded by the Sisters of 
Mercy in 1889.  SCA, located 

in the Bronx, emphasizes ac-
ademic excellence, global re-
sponsibility, women’s lead-
ership and service.

For more information 
contact: Sr. Patricia Wolf, 
RSM, president St. Catha-
rine Academy, 2250 Wil-
liamsbridge Road, (718) 820-
2882, ext. 128, pwolf@scahs.
org

SCA CHEERLEADERS WIN BID TO 
NATIONALS - 14 YEARS IN A ROW

St. Catharine Academy Cheerleaders.
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St. Raymond High School for 
Boys dedicated its new state-of-the-
art turf recreational field, located 
on campus, on Monday, Novem-
ber 27. The Graham Larkin Field 
was named in honor of former pas-
tor of St. Raymond Parish, Msgr. 
John Graham, and former CFO of 
St. Raymond Parish,. Peter Larkin. 
Both men were crucial in the devel-
opment of this field, along with the 
addition of the new St. Raymond 
educational wing. 

For more than a decade both 
Graham and Larkin worked dili-
gently with a team of engineers, ge-
ologists, architects, attorneys, and 
government officials to see this 
recreational field become a real-
ity. They believed that a new field 
would help to foster athletic compe-
tition and recreational enjoyment, 
as well as continue to serve as a 
site that will allow friendships and 
school spirit to grow. 

The Graham Larkin Field is 
used on a daily basis whether it 
be for baseball or lacrosse prac-
tice, after school activities, or gym 
classes. The field has been an ex-
cellent addition to the St. Raymond 
campus which prides itself in of-
fering its students with superior 
academic, technological, artistic 
and athletic facilities in order to 
produce well-educated, faith-filled 

young men. 
Principal Judith Carew stated, 

“Today we come together to recog-
nize and thank two men who have 
led this project for these past years. 
Two men who stayed the course 
and saw that their team would 

continue to negotiate, meet, de-
sign and redesign until the project 
was completed. Thank you, Msgr. 
Graham and Mr. Larkin, for your 
years of tireless work, your pas-
sion for excellence and most impor-
tantly your sincere commitment to 

the students of St. Raymond High 
School for Boys.” 

Fr. James Cruz, current pastor 
of St. Raymond Parish, gave a final 
blessing at the entrance of the Gra-
ham Larkin Field and led everyone 
in attendance in a final prayer.

St. Raymond’s holds Graham Larkin Field dedication

 (L-r)  St. Raymond Parish Pastor Fr. James Cruz, Peter Larkin, Msgr. John Graham and St. Raymond High School for Boys principal Judith Carew. 

WINSTON DINKINS 
PRESIDENT / HEAD COACH

Velocity Track Club New 
York gave another outstand-
ing performance at the CT 
Hawks Developmental Meet 
at the Floyd Little Athletic 
Center New Haven, CT.  

I visited many indoor fa-
cilities for track meets and 
the Floyd Little Athletic 
Center is one of the best fa-
cilities I been to.  The chil-
dren there are privilege to 
have a facility as such to 
train at.  If we had a train-
ing facility in the Bronx 
like the Floyd Little Ath-
letic Center, we would have 
many athletes in the Olym-
pics.

Teams from throughout 
the northeast were in at-
tendance for the CT Hawks 
Meet.  

Many events were held, 
such as 55-meter hurdles 
for 5 & 6 years old and older.  
They had the 3000 meters 
race to the 55 meters dash. 
They also had high jump, 
long jump and shot.  VTC 
had many athletes finish in 
the top 3!  The following top 
3 were: In the 5 & 6 (Girls) 

Cameron Joseph took 2nd 
in the 55, 200 & 400 meters.  
(Boys) Ethan Lee, 2nd in 
the 400 meters. In the 7 & 8 
age division (Girls) Hannah 
Deflorimonte 1st in the 55 
meters and Shyenne Blake 
1st in the 200, 400 & long 
jump. (Boys) Justice Wel-
lington 2nd in the 800 me-
ters & Adeyemi Senor 3rd 
in the 800 meters. In the 9 
& 10 age division (Girls) Da-
kota Hickman 1st in the 200 
meters & 2nd in the high 
jump.  Saniah Caldwell 3rd 
in the 400 meters.  (Boys) 
Pierce Parker 1st in the 
1500 meters & 3rd in 800 me-
ters.  In the 11 & 12 age divi-
sion (Girls) Jada Clarke 3rd 
in the 55-meter hurdles and 
2nd in the high jump. Tiarra 
Jackson, 1st in the 1500-me-
ter race walk & 3000 meters 
run. Jadah Bentham, 3rd 
800 meters. Aysya Brown 
3rd in the 1500 meters run. 
Nevaeh Wellington, 2nd in 
the 1500-meter race walk. 
(Boys) Kyle Reinosal, 2nd 
in the 55 meters dash, 
Khalil Mitchell 2nd in the 
200 & 400 meters dash. Ju-
lian Caldwell, 3rd in the 800 

meters.  Jordan Ingram 2nd 
in the 3000 meters.  Don-
tae Lindo, 1st in the 1500 & 
3000 meters run. In the 13 & 
14 division (Girls) Hannah 
Gadpaille 1st in the 200 & 
800 meters and 2nd 400 me-
ters dash. Treynece Davis 
1st in the shot put.   

Congratulation to all 
that participated!    

Our next meet will be on 
Friday, December 15 at the 
Colgate Women’s Games at 
Pratt Athletic Recreation 
Center and on Sunday, De-
cember 17 at the Armory 
Youth Holiday Classic spon-
sored by the NYRR in New 
York. 

Come out and see your 
future Olympians.

Velocity Track Club New 
York is a 501C3 Non-for 
profit.  100% of your dona-
tion will go towards helping 
our children. Support your 
youth, so they can continue 
to do great things.

For additional informa-
tion, you can go to our web 
site Velocitytrack.org or 
contact me, Coach Winston 
Dinkins at (914) 441-6196 or 
email watclt@aol.com. 

Velocity Track Club New York highlights

Velocity Track Club winners persent their awards.
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GRAY INTERIOR, AUTOMATIC, FWD, CRUISE CONTROL,
PL/PM/PW, CD 

76,465 MI $7,990 

GRAY INTERIOR, AUTOMATIC, 4X4, ALLOY WHEELS, CRUISE 
CONTROL, CD, PW/PL/PM 

83,620 MI. $4,990

2008 TOYOTA COROLLA LE

2002 FORD ESCAPE XLT

FOG LIGHTS, 20” WHEELS, AUTOMATIC, 4X4, AM/FM,
DOGE UCONNECT BLUETOOTH, PL/PW/PM,

94,303 MI $11,990

2011 DODGE NITRO HEAT2002 FORD ESCAPE XLT

LEATHER, AUTOMATIC, FWD, ABS, A/C, AM/FM, PS/PW,
ALLOY WHEELS, CD, CRUISE CONTROL

104,458 MI. $5,990

2003 HONDA ACCORD EX

BLACK INTERIOR, AUTOMATIC, FWD, CD, CRUISE CONTROL,
PW/PM/PL, FOLD DOWN REAR SEATS  

97,490 MI. $9,990 

2010 TOYOTA MATRIX BASE

WHITE LEATHER VOGA EDITION, AUTOMATIC, 4X4, P/S, CRUISE 
CONTROL, PW/PL/PM, SUN ROOF 

95,175 MILES ,$9,990

MOON ROOF, AUTOMATIC, FWD ,
REVERSE AND SIDE CAMERAS, BLUETOOTH 

103,494 MI. $12,990

2015 HONDA FIT EX

MOON ROOF, AUTOMATIC, FWD, AM/FM/SIRUS, PS,PW ABS, 
ALLOY WHEELS, MOONROOF, 

 21,657 MI. $7,990

2008 DODGE CALIBER SXT

LEATHER, 3RD ROW SEATING, AUTOMATIC, FWD, FULLY LOADED 
ALLOY WHEELS, HEATED SEATS, PW/PL/PM

 59,619 MI, $12,990,

2010 MAZDA CX-9 TOURING

MOON ROOF, AUTOMATIC, FWD, AM/FM, A/C, V6, 3.0 LITRE,
PS/PW, TILT, ABS, CRUISE CONTROL 

35,379 MI. $7,490

2006 MERCURY MILAN V6

GRAY INTERIOR, AUTOMATIC, FWD, V6, PL/PM/PW CRUISE 
CONTROL 

 178,880 MI, $4,990

CARGO VAN, 6 SPEED AUTO TRANS,
REAR CAMERA, PW/PL/PS

2,807 MI, $19,990

2006 TOYOTA AVALON XL

2016 FORD TRANSIT CONNECT XL

LEATHER, SUNROOF, AUTOMATIC, FWD, FULLY LOADED, ONE 
OWNER, ABS, A/C, SPORT WHEELS, MOON ROOF,

84,520 MI., $11,990

2014 TOYOTA COROLLA S PREMIUM

NAVIGATION. LEATHER, MOON ROOF 

70,724 MI, $10,990

2006 TOYOTA AVALON LIMITED

LEATHER, MOON ROOF, AUTOMATIC, FWD, ALLOY WHEELS, 
CRUISE CONTROL, PW/PL/PM

99,201 MI, $10,990

2009 HONDA ACCORD EX-L

 ALL CARS ADVERTISED ARE CERTIFIED
 ALL DURAN CERTIFIED VEHICLES CARRY A 1 YEAR OR 15,000 MILE POWERTRAIN WARRANTY!
 FINANCING IS EASY. IF YOU CAN PROVE YOUR INCOME, YOU WILL BE APPROVED!
 DURAN AUTO IS A CARFAX ADVANTAGE DEALER.  SERVICE AND INSPECTION SHOP ON PREMISES. 

     OPEN MONDAY TO FRIDAY 9AM-6PM, SAT 9AM-3PM

1280 E. Tremont Ave. Bronx, NY 10460

$200Off Any Used Car Purchase WithThis Coupon!LIMIT ONE PER CAR

Duran Auto Inc.

2009 MERCURY MARINER PREMIRE
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Your One-Stop for Family Healthcare
Affordable, Comprehensive, High-Quality Healthcare 

Accepting New Patients – Open Evenings

Services Include:
• Primary Care
• Physical Exams
• Sick Visits
• Immunizations
• Preventive Health Screenings
• Chronic Disease Management

Most Insurance Plans Accepted
(Medicaid/Commercial/Medicare/Union/VA)

Offering assistance for insurance coverage application
and/or assistance in self-pay-sliding-scale program for the uninsured

260 East 188th Street • 2021 Grand Concourse • 470 East Fordham Road • 4487 Third Avenue • 2101 Quarry Road • 2016 Bronxdale Avenue
718.220.2020          www.uchcbronx.org

PRIMARY HEALTHCARE for the ENTIRE FAMILY including
INFANTS/CHILDREN, ADOLESCENTS, ADULTS and SENIORS

2016 Bronxdale Ave.
Suite 301

718.220.2020
www.uchcbronx.org

Time:
Monday & Friday

8 am – 4 pm
Tuesday, Wednesday & Thursday

11 am – 7 pm

OPEN LATE

NOW Providing BEHAVIORAL HEALTH 
& OPTOMETRY services too!



Team Texting 
Gloves

Team Pint 
Glasses
Reg. $15

Team 
EEKEEZ 
Figurines

$5
Gifts for

$10
Gifts for

$15
Gifts for

$20
Gifts forTeam 

Scarves
Reg. $20

Team Moccasins
or Blankets Reg. $24.99

DEALS VALID THROUGH 12/26

$10
SAVE

$20
YOUR

CHOICE

Wilson MVP 
Basketball 
Reg. $14.99

Wilson Clutch 
Rubber Basketball 
Reg. $19.99

Wilson Limited
Football 
Reg. $29.99

Wilson 
Aggressor
Basketballs
Reg. $29.99
Available in Youth Sizes

Champro Over The 
Door Mini Hoop Reg. $29.99

SAVE
$10

Everlast 
Power Core
Free Standing 
Heavy Bag
Reg. $129.99

NOW 
$99.99

SAVE
$30

Everlast 12-16oz Pro Style 
Men’s or Women’s Boxing 
Gloves Reg. $39.99

NOW $29.99

SAVE
$10

adidas Tiro 17 Pants
Colors vary by store

OFFER VALID
DEC. 20 
THRU DEC. 26

Men’s & 
Women’s
Reg. $45 

$35

Youth
Reg. $40 
$30

adidas 
World Cup 
Telstar
Top Glider
Soccer Ball
$30 Available in Mini $13

adidas 
World Cup 
Telstar Glider 
Soccer Ball
$20

All Men’s Mitre 
Country Hoods 
& Pants
Reg. $19.99

$15

Available in other 
countries

$10
YOUR

CHOICE

25%
OFF

Select Men’s, Women’s 
& Youth NFL Jerseys, 
Hoodies or Tees Reg. $28–$150

NOW $21–$112.50

Team 
Knit Hats 
& Caps 
Reg. $20–$40

Men’s MLB,
MLS & NBA 
Tees
• If purchased separately, 
  $15.00 each
• Selection varies by store

BUY ONE
GET ONE

50%
OFF*

$20
2FOR

ITEMS, STYLES & COLORS VARY BY STORE. VISIT MODELLS.COM TO SHOP THESE STYLES & MORE!

TEAM HOLIDAY GIFTS

TEAM LICENSED APPAREL

Select MLB Men’s 
Performance 
Fleece Reg. $50
Colors vary by store.

*50% off item must be of lesser or equal value.

$25
NOW

50%
OFF



ITEMS, STYLES & COLORS VARY BY STORE. VISIT MODELLS.COM TO SHOP THESE STYLES & MORE!

$10 OFF SELECT SMITH’S & MOUNTAIN GEAR BOOTS

Jet Mid Basketball Shoe 
Reg. $54.99  NOW $41.24  
Men’s Reg. $74.99 • Now $56.24

6” Classic 
Non Padded Boot 

Reg. $119.99 
NOW $109.99

SAVE
$10

Cloudfoam Racer TR Running Shoe 
Reg. $74.99  NOW $56.24

Cloudfoam QT Flex Casual Shoe 
Reg. $69.99  NOW $52.49

Team Hustle 8 Basketball Shoe 
Reg. $59.99  NOW $44.99

Charged Rebel Running Shoe
 Reg. $79.99  NOW $59.99

Air Max Full Ride Training Shoe
Reg. $84.99  NOW $63.74

Flex Trainer 7 Training Shoe 
Reg. $69.99  NOW $52.49

Downshifter 7 Running Shoe 
Reg. $59.99  NOW $44.99

Flex Appeal 2.0 Running Shoe 
Reg. $59.99  NOW $44.99

Gel Contend 4 Running Shoe 
Reg. $59.99  NOW $44.99

Air Precision Basketball Shoe 
Reg. $69.99  NOW $52.49

Air Max Invigor Casual Shoe 
Reg. $89.99  NOW $67.49

Flex Experience 6 Running Shoe 
Reg. $64.99  NOW $48.74

Your Choice

25%
OFF

SELECT ATHLETIC 
FOOTWEAR
FOR THE FAMILY

6” Classic 
Padded Boot

Sizes 4–7 • Reg. $89.99
NOW $74.99

Camp Chukka Boot
Reg. $109.99  

NOW $89.99

White Ledge Hiker
Reg. $99.99

NOW $89.99

$20
ON SELECT STYLES OF 
TIMBERLAND BOOTS

SAVE UP TO

Nylon Weather Boot
Reg. $39.99
NOW $29.99

Cliffhanger Boot
Reg. $49.99
NOW $39.99

Linden III Boot
Reg. $49.99
NOW $39.99

Trooper 2.0 Boot 
Reg. $49.99
NOW $39.99

Fulton Platinum 
Boot Reg. $79.99
NOW $69.99

WIDE

WIDTH

SAVE
$20

SAVE
$10

WIDE

WIDTH SAVE
$15

DEALS VALID THROUGH 12/26


