
BY BOB GUILIANO
The three children of slain Bronx 

NYPD detective fi rst-grade Miosotis 
Familia will have a new place to call 
home by Christmas through the heart-
warming  generosity of New Yorkers.

Familia, 48, was shot and killed in 
the early morning hours of Wednes-
day, July 5, while sitting in an NYPD 
mobile command vehicle with her 
partner on gang detail in Fordham 
Heights. 

A three-bedroom co-op apartment 
in Riverdale was purchased for Famil-
ia’s children: Genesis Villella, 20, and 
her twin siblings Delilah and Peter 
Vega, 12, after $818,000 was raised. 

Whatever money is left after the 
purchase and renovations will be 
placed in a trust fund for them.

The Stephen Siller Tunnels to Tow-
ers Foundation, along with The Daily 
News and the Skyview Apartments 
LLC, raised the money to help the 
slain police offi cer’s children. 

Tunnels to Towers raised $429,318; 
Daily News $263,682 (with $10,000 from 
the paper and the rest from its read-
ers); and Skyview $125,000.

Tiller was the fi refi ghter who ran 
through the Brooklyn Battery Tun-
nel on 9/11 to the World Trade Center 
where he perished in the collapse. 

BY BOB GUILIANO
A candlelight vigil is planned for 

the co-founder and president/CEO 
of Golden Krust Caribbean Bakery 
& Grill, the largest manufacturer of 
Jamaican beef patties in the USA,  af-
ter sunset on Saturday, December 9, 
at its original store, 1381 E. Gun Hill 
Road.

Lowell Hawthorne, 57, died of a 
single self-infl icted gunshot wound 
to the head in his offi ce at 3958 Park 
Avenue on the night of Saturday, De-
cember 2, according to law enforce-
ment sources.

Hawthorne’s nephew Steven 
Clarke, director of marketing and 
public relations, said the vigil will 
take place “where the journey be-
gan” in 1989 as he refl ected on the 
successful life of his uncle, whom he 
said “was like a father to me.”

Golden Krust personnel will be 
at the site from about 1 to 9 p.m. the 
day of the remembrance, according 
to Clarke. Radio station 93.5 will be 
broadcasting live from about 2 to 6 
p.m.

Since Hawthorne was very in-
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Jamaican food entrepreneur 
commits suicide

VIGIL SET FOR
‘PATTIE’ KING

Creative Culture At NYBG
The New York Botanical Garden got creative celebrating Puerto Rican 
Heritage Month on Tuesday, November 28 with several culinary, fi ne 
and performing arts-based workshops. Nanette Sanchez Velasquez dis-
played completed examples of Taino crafts to inspire the class as they 
worked.                    Photo by Silvio Pacifi co

Jerome Ave. 
rezoning 

plan moves 
to CPC
BY PATRICK ROCCHIO

A major rezoning proposal of 
the borough’s most storied ave-
nue is moving closer to fruition. 

As part of the city’s Uniform 
Land Use Review Procedure, de-
liberations concerning the rezon-
ing of 92 blocks on and around Je-
rome Avenue from Highbridge to 
University Heights to residential 
have proceeded to the City Plan-
ning Commission for review. 

CPC held a hearing on the Je-
rome Avenue Neighborhood Re-
zoning plan on Wednesday, No-
vember 29, and the commission 
will publically deliberate its mer-
its over the next several weeks. 

A vote is expected sometime 
in January, according to CPC. 

The rezoning area, which 
grew from its original 46-block 
plan, would allow for mixed-use 
residential and commercial de-
velopment along Jerome Avenue, 
including taller buildings along 
the #4 IRT train el of varying 
heights, depending on the loca-
tion.

CPC will consider the input of 
community boards 4, 5 and 7; the 
councilmembers from the area; 
Borough President Ruben Diaz, 
Jr. and individuals. 

All three community boards 
supported the plan with condi-
tions, as did Diaz. 

Councilman Fernando Ca-
brera and Councilwoman Van-
essa Gibson both testifi ed at the 
CPC hearing. 

Cabrera stated that the rezon-
ing of this crucial part of his dis-
trict comes at a time when the 
need for affordable housing in 
the entire city is critical. 

“Moreover, my district needs 
safe, pedestrian-friendly areas 
and full utilization and diversi-
fi cation of commercial spaces,” 
said Cabrera, adding that “local 

Slain NYPD offi cer’s 
children provided new home
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C.O.D.

Prompt Delivery • Easy Online Ordering
Metered Delivery • Premium Heating Oil

www.CODOIL.com 
*Cannot combine with any other offers.

Lic. #74-1810078

(718) 354-3834

PAY C.O.D. PRICES & SAVE!!*

*Mention this ad 
when you place your 
order and receive an 

additional 3¢ off 
per gallon 

Refer a new customer 
to us and take an 
additional 3¢ off 

per gallon 
on your next order 

BY ROBERT WIRSING
A national off-price retailer 

is opening two stores in our bor-
ough.

On Monday, December 4, lead-
ing national discount apparel and 
home product retailer Burlington 
Stores announced it will open two 
new stores in the Hub and Sound-
view next spring.

The Hub’s Burlington Store 
will be located on the second and 
third fl oors of 2952 Third Avenue, 
offering 39,000 square feet of sales 
space.

The 3-story building will also 
house a Marshalls department 
store on its fi rst fl oor.

The MJM Associate Contract-
ing project will occupy the former 
site of Conway Stores, a defunct 
chain of discount apparel stores 
once offering men and women’s 
clothing.

Conway Stores was sold in 2014 
to National Stores which operates 
Fallas Discount Stores.

“We’re excited that this impor-
tant building in, not just the Third 
Avenue BID’s history, but the 
Bronx’s as well, will soon serve the 
people of the Bronx once again,” 

stated Michael Brady, the Hub 
Third Avenue Business Improve-
ment District executive director.

The Soundview Burlington 
Store, planned for 1967 Turnbull 
Avenue, will take space in the 
redeveloped $38 million Bruck-
ner Commons shopping center’s 
fi rst and second fl oors, providing 
48,000 square feet of sales space.

The Dorsky + Yue Interna-
tional designed Bruckner Boule-
vard mall renovation consists of a 
2-story 108,000 square foot mixed-
use building with 40,000 square 
feet of offi ce space above 68,000 
square feet of retail space, a 20,000 
square foot ShopRite (the Bronx’s 
fi rst ShopRite) and a 4,000 square 
foot stand-alone retail building 
situated at the intersection of 
White Plains Road and Bruckner 
Expressway.

“I’ve shopped at Burlington a 
few times before and I think it’s 
a nice store that will benefi t our 
community and business dis-
trict,” shared William Rivera, 
Community Board 9 district man-
ager. “Our offi ce is right down the 
hall from where this store will 
open and I see the work being 

done everyday to renovate the en-
tire complex.”

Bruckner Commons is antici-
pated to be completed this Janu-
ary.

Both stores will feature la-
dies’ apparel, accessories, mens-
wear, family footwear, children’s 
clothing, a broad assortment of 
furniture and accessories for 
baby at Baby Depot, home décor 
and gifts and the largest selec-
tion of coats in the nation at up 
to 65% off other retailers’ prices 
every day.

Its design will provide custom-
ers a clean, simple and attractive 
shopping experience and easy nav-
igation to fi nd a great assortment 
of brand name merchandise.

A Burlington spokeswoman 
said the stores will provide be-
tween 50 to 100 new jobs for the 
Hub and Soundview.

“We are thrilled to open two 
new Burlington Stores in the 
Bronx community, bringing even 
more jobs to the neighborhoods 
and providing local residents 
with a valued shopping experi-
ence,” expressed Tom Kingsbury, 
Burlington Stores president.

Burlington initially started as 
a wholesaler of ladies coats and 
junior suits in 1924 and opened its 
fi rst outlet store in 1972 in Burl-
ington, NJ.

Coats were the primary offer-
ing at the original Burlington, but 
over time the concept evolved into 

a one-stop shopping experience.
Burlington operates 567 stores 

in 45 states and Puerto Rico.
Prospective applicants inter-

ested in employment opportuni-
ties at either store can visit Bur-
lington’s job website at www.
burlingtonstores.jobs.

Burlington to open in the Hub & Soundview

A new Burlington Store is taking shape at 2952 Third Avenue. Photo by Edwin Soto
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Over the past 45 plus years, The Pine has become a central
part of the holiday season for so many of our guests. Along with
generous portions of the finest food, you will enjoy the warm
hospitality, excellent service, and holiday cheer of our 
experienced staff. Whether you choose to dine in our 
restaurant or have us prepare a feast for your family and friends
to share at home, you can take part in the resounding holiday
spirit that is unique to The Pine.

Come and enjoy some of our Holiday Delicacies:
Baked Clams | Seafood Salad | Shrimp Cocktail | Zuppa di Pesce

Baccala | Pulpo Salad | Mussels Fradiavolo | King Crab Legs | Lobster Tails
Chilean Sea Bass | Stuffed Calamari | Seafood Bouquets | Scungilli Marinara

Visit our Website for our Full Catering Menu

All Christmas Eve and Christmas Day take out orders are available 
OVEN READY or FULLY COOKED

Christmas Eve Seatings: 1:00 | 3:30 | 6:00 | 8:30

Santa will be here spreading the Christmas cheer 
and giving gifts to the children.

Open Christmas Day from 12:00 pm to 9:00 pm
Please make your reservations early, space is limited!

Host your holiday party at the Pine in one of our four 
event spaces accommodating up to 250 guests.

Our staff will help you create a 
customized menu to your exact specifications.

A PINE GIFT CARD MAKES FOR A GREAT STOCKING STUFFER

Christmas at The Pine

10% off any gift 
card purchase of 

$50.00 or more 
until 12/31/17

Spend your time shopping. Leave the cooking to us!
1913 Bronxdale Avenue • Bronx, New York 10462

T 718.792.5956   F 718.430.0998

www.fjpine.com

R E S T A U R A N T

PINE
EST.  1969

GIFT CARD

Ring In 2018 with our
New Year’s Eve Extravaganza

$100.00 per person + tax + gratuity

1913 Bronxdale Avenue • Bronx, New York 10462
T. 718.792.5956 | F. 718.430.0998 | wwwwww..ffjjppiinnee..ccoomm

Entertainment by D.J. Serg
5 Hour Open Bar 8PM-1AM

Party Favors • Large Screen TVs
Valet Parking

Heated Cigar Lounge 
Champagne Toast at Midnight

R E S T A U R A N T

PINE
EST.  1969

CELEBRATE NEW YEARS 2018

FESTIVITIES BEGIN WITH OUR….
EXTENDED COCKTAIL HOUR

Passing Hors d’Oeuvres

TUSCAN ANTIPASTO TABLE
Display of Italian Style Cured Meats · Parmigiano Reggiano
House Made Focaccia · Roasted Peppers · Marinated Olives

House Made Bocconcini · Tomato Bruschetta

GRAND SEAFOOD BAR
Jumbo Chilled Shrimp · Sea Scallops · King Crab Legs
Seafood Salad · Shucked Clams · Red Snapper Ceviche

HOT APPETIZERS
Baked Clams · Eggplant Rollatini · Fried Calamari

Calabrese Style Wings · Mussels Fra Diavolo

THE MAIN EVENT

THE CARVING BLOCK
Prime Rib · Suckling Pig

THE PASTA STATION
Farfalle alla Vodka · Stuffed Shells
Orecchiette con Broccoli di Rapa

THE ENTREES
Chicken Scarpariello · Veal Marsala · Baked Salmon Scampi

Grilled Vegetables · Potato Croquettes

DESSERT
The Pine’s Viennese Display



hire and union labor must 
be part of the redevelop-
ment.” 

In her testimony, Gib-
son said the rezoning was 
a “unique opportunity to 
have a voice in the future 
of our community, provide 
services needed to uplift 
families and preserve the 
character of our neighbor-
hood.” 

Gibson said in her tes-
timony that she and Ca-
brera worked to ensure 
meaningful capital im-
provements as part of the 
plan, and also said that 
at the community’s in-
sistence and persistence, 
numerous commitments 
related to job creation, 
transportation and parks 
were secured. 

Among these commit-
ments are a Certifi cate of 
No Harassment to prevent 
tenants from being forced 
from their homes by land-
lords, a commitment from 
the NYC Department of 
Housing Preservation and 
Development to preserve 
an additional 1,500 units 
of affordable housing over 
two years in CB 4 and CB 
5 and a host of additional 
items. 

The Bronx Borough 
Board held its ULURP 
hearing in November, 
with the borough presi-
dent issuing an affi rma-
tive recommendation, 
with conditions, on Mon-
day, December 3.

“The plan for the future 
of Jerome Avenue repre-

sents tremendous trans-
formative potential for the 
entire Bronx,” said Diaz. 
“Whatever we do, we must 
ensure that this rezoning 
works for everyone, es-
pecially the tenants who 
currently call the affected 
neighborhoods home.” 

According to Diaz’s 
offi ce, negotiations took 
place between the bor-
ough president and Mayor 
de Blasio on key items. 

Dr. Bola Omotosho, CB 
5 chairman, said that he 
hopes the plan will bring 
capital dollars and devel-
opment, some of which 
neighboring CB 4 and CB 
7 has already enjoyed. He 
also acknowledged that 
board member concerns 
about gentrifi cation are 
real. 

“The devil is in the 
details,” said Omotosho. 
“Realistically, it gives us 
the opportunity as a dis-
trict to get infrastructure 
that is supportive; this is 
something that can put us 
in the limelight.”

Omotosho said that he 
hoped having housing for 
people of multiple income 
levels – including very af-
fordable, affordable and 
market rate living spaces 
– might attract profes-
sional people and those 
with larger incomes, who 
could serve as an inspira-
tion for young people. 

He added that educa-
tional funding has been 
earmarked for tradesper-
son training programs 
for local people who could 

work on any building proj-
ects that the rezoning may 
enable. 

A small part of the re-
zoning would be in CB 7. 

Adaline Walker-San-
tiago, CB 7 chairwoman, 
said that more school seats 
had been secured, as well 
as more service on the # 4 
and D subway lines. 

The principal concern, 
she said, is making sure 
that people and businesses 
are not displaced. 

Paul Philps, CB 4 dis-
trict manager, said that 
top concerns of his board 
include protecting exist-
ing tenants and adding 
additional school seats 
and educational program-
ing for residents of what 
are potentially 3,200 new 
units of housing along the 
Jerome Avenue corridor. 

His board supported 
the plan with conditions, 
and Philips added that 
accessibility to mass 
transit, job training and 
development and park 
maintenance are also his 
board’s concerns. 

The manufacturing 
zoned-areas in the pro-
posed  Jerome Avenue 
corridor are primarily 
occupied by an assort-
ment of auto-related busi-
nesses and warehouses.

Under the Jerome Av-
enue proposal the prop-
erties would be upzoned 
to residential and com-
mercial, permitting tow-
ers as tall as 22 stories 
in some parts of the dis-
trict.  

volved in the community 
and local organizations, the 
vigil will be an “opportu-
nity for everyone to mourn 
collectively,” Clarke said.

“The family is still 
mourning and expecting 
people to respect our pri-
vacy,” Clarke said, adding 
that as a family business, 
it is diffi cult to mourn and 
still run the business.

“We all knew who he 
was — a champion in his 
own right, in the commu-
nity, in the churches, in his 
household,” Clarke said. 
“He was an icon, a motiva-
tor, a leader, mentor, just a 
one-of-a-kind guy.”

The family is “fl attened 
and shocked, grieving and 
angry — a big mixup of 
emotions right now,” Clarke 
said, adding that no funeral 
arrangements had yet been 
fi nalized.

From a business stand-
point, all of the Golden 
Krust stores have remained 
open, and a succession plan 
to replace Hawthorne is in 
the works. 

Golden Krust plans to 
release statements on its 
public Facebook page, if 
anyone wants to read up-
dates, according to Clarke. 
The web address is: https://
www.facebook.com/Gold-
enKrustBakery.

City and state offi cials 
released statements on 

Hawthorne’s passing.
 “Lowell Hawthorne 

was a good friend, and was 
always ready to help my of-
fi ce whenever we needed 
him,” said Borough Presi-
dent Ruben Diaz, Jr. “He 
will be sorely missed. Our 
thoughts and prayers are 
with his family, friends and 
employees during this diffi -
cult time.”

Assemblyman Michael 
Blake said it was a shocking 
surprise to learn of the loss 
of Lowell Hawthorne. 

“Our team is sending his 
family at the entire Golden 
Krust team love, prayers 
and strength,” Blake said. 
“Golden Krust is a hall-
mark in our community 
located in our assembly dis-
trict, and employs hundreds 
of our residents. I’ve had 
the honor of collaborating 
and spending time with the 
Hawthorne family, a pillar 
in the Minority and Women 
Business Enterprises space, 
and who regularly provides 
community support.”

Councilman Andy King 
said he was saddened to 
hear about the tragic death 
of the Jamaican patties 
fi rm’s founder. 

“Over the years, my of-
fi ce and our community 
have had a great partner-
ship with Golden Krust, its 
CEO, bakery owners and 
employees on a number of 
community events,” King 

said. “On behalf of the resi-
dents of the 12th Council Dis-
trict, our prayers and con-
dolences go out to Brother 
Lowell’s family, friends and 
employees at this very sad 
and heart-breaking time in 
their lives.”

Nunzio Del Greco, presi-
dent and CEO, Bronx Cham-
ber of Commerce, said 
he was shocked and sad-
dened to hear of the pass-
ing of Lowell Hawthorne of 
Golden Krust. 

“He was a successful en-
trepreneur and built an im-
pressive business fulfi lling 
the American dream from 
Jamaica to the Bronx,” Del 
Greco said. “Our sincere 
condolences to his family, 
employees and friends.”

Lowell Hawthorne emi-
grated to the U.S. from Ja-
maica and opened his fi rst 
restaurant featuring Ja-
maican delicacies at 1381 E. 
Gun Hill Road in 1989.

The business began 
franchising in 1996 and 
currently has 120 locations 
in nine states, including 17 
in New York. 

Hawthorne wrote a 
book, ‘The Baker’s Son,’ 
about his life in the Carib-
bean and his success in 
New York.

He left a positive mes-
sage shortly before he took 
his life. The reason for his 
actions was not clear at 
press time.
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Vigil set for ‘pattie’ king

Jerome Ave. rezoning 
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The late Lowell Hawthorne authored a book about his life and career as CEO/president of Golden Krust. 
See his Facebook page at https://www.facebook.com/pg/LowellHawthorne/posts. Courtesy of Facebook
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BY SARAH VALENZUELA
The island of Barbuda needs 

your help to rebuild.
Like the many independent 

and public individuals and orga-
nizations who continue to come 
to the aid of those affected by 
the recent hurricanes in the Ca-
ribbean, the Ebeneezer Pilgrim 
Holiness Church, in the north 
Bronx, has sought to help the 
small island of Barbuda, an inde-
pendent British Commonwealth 
country that is part of the nation 
of Antiqua and Barbuda.

When Hurricane Irma passed 
over the island earlier in Septem-
ber, it stripped the land of almost 
all of its vegetation and leveled 
so many structures that the is-
land was unrecognizable.

The island of Antigua was 
spared by the historic storm.

The total population of Anti-
gua and Barbuda, in July, was es-
timated over 94,000, according to 
the CIA World Factbook.

Hurricane Irma forced the 
Barbuda population to evacuate 
to Antigua.

Barbudans are still trying to 
clean up three months after the 
storm, but still have a long way 

to go.
The Ebeneezer Pilgrim Holi-

ness Church in Williamsbridge, 
whose congregation includes 
many members from the Bar-
budan diaspora, decided they 

needed a way to help their imme-
diate families and friends in Bar-
buda, and those of their neigh-
bors’.

So over the last few months 
the church has been deeply in-

volved in fundraising.
“We’re getting the ball rolling 

because some families (in the 
church) who are  from Barbuda 
or who were going back and forth 
to clean up their homes (on the 
island), didn’t have lights, they 
didn’t have running water,” said 
Jewel Webber, a member of the 
church who is from the island.

“My mom’s roof is off her 
house. The animals they’ve had 
in their hog pen or in their yard, 
some are dead.”

As telephone lines are still 
down and there are no commer-
cial flights allowed to the is-
land’s only airport, the Barbuda 
Codrington Airport, many fam-
ily members in the Bronx said 
there is not much they can do in 
person. 

“It’s just a lot of fear, a lot of 
concern, a lot of anger too,” Web-
ber continued.

One of the members of the 
church was able to travel to Bar-
buda since the storm. 

Pastor John F. Harris said on 
his trip he was able to bring some 
supplies, but it was not nearly 
enough.

“I had heard of the destruc-

tion, but actually being there and 
seeing the devastation really was 
a surprise to the highest point,” 
Harris said. “I’m able to verify ... 
there wasn’t even structures in 
some places.”

 Pastor Harris’ 38-year-old 
grand nephew, Ricky Michael, 
who still lives on Barbuda, is 
commuting between islands to 
help with the rebuilding pro-
cess.

One supermarket has re-
opened on Barbuda, but with 
shelters in Antigua potentially 
closing in December, the one 
market will not be enough to sup-
port the island’s returning popu-
lation, according to Michael.

Ebeneezer Pilgrim Holiness 
Church, 708 E. 216th Street, will 
continue to accept donations 
of food, clothing, batteries and 
other tools and supplies, as well 
as financial donations or call 
(718) 655-2873 for further details 
and information.

These donations are held 
in the church where they are 
packed into larger shipping con-
tainers and given to the Antigua 
and Barbuda Consulate to ship 
out.

Williamsbridge church comes to aid of Barbuda

The Ebeneezer Pilgrim Holiness Church collected about $20,000 and packed and 
shipped 100 large shipping boxes with at least 50 barrels of supplies, according 
to Pastor Harris. Photo by Jewel L. Webber
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BO R R O W  F R O M  O U R  E X P E R I E N C E .

Looking for a loan on a home, condo or co-op? Look f irst to Hanover Community 
Bank. With competit ive rates, dedicated staff  and service that puts your 
needs f i rst,  Hanover makes home f inancing fast,  easy and stress-free. Enjoy 
f lexible mortgage options for loans of var ious sizes on 1-4 fami ly homes, 
investment propert ies, condos or co-ops. With rapid closings at reasonable 
costs, it’s everything you need, and more, to make your loan a positive experience. 
That’s Hanover Community Bank… the bank of you. 

hanovercommunitybank.com

Forest Hi l ls —  p :646.569.3600    71-15 Aust in  Street ,  Forest  H i l l s ,  NY 11375
Garden City — p:516.248.4868    2131  Jer icho Turnp ike,  Garden Ci ty  Park,  NY 11040
     M i n e o l a  — p:516 .548.8500    80 East  Jer icho Turnp ike,  Mineola ,  NY  11501

COMMERCIAL & RESIDENTIAL LENDING NMLS ID# 764648

Forest Hil ls  <  71-15 Au s t i n  S t reet,  Fores t  H i l l s ,  N Y 11375
Garden City  < 2131 Je r i c ho Tu r n p i ke,  G a rd e n C i t y  Pa r k ,  N Y 11040

Mineola  < 80 Ea s t  Je r i c ho Tu r n p i ke,  M i neo l a ,  N Y  11501
P lea se c a l l  a  Lend i n g Representat i ve :  516.548.8521
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POT of GOLD
Sherbee Antiques is a family-owned business that has been serving the tri-
state area for over 60 years. We buy from the full contents of homes and 
estates to single items. We specialize in high-end goods such as antiques, 
art, fine porcelain, lighting, bronzes and sculptures. We have particular 

interest in fine jewelry, timepieces, diamonds, gold and silver. 

If you call we will come to you, free of charge, and evaluate what you are selling. 
We know the value of your possessions and are willing to pay top dollar on the 
spot. Please feel free to call seven days a week for a free same day consultation.

You may be sitting on a large fortune. 
Call Sherbee Antiques. They’ll tell you how much.

CALL TODAY 917-748-7622 OR 718-762-7448 
You’ll be glad you did.

Sherbee Antiques
Est. 1940

SCOOTER DRIVER LOSES CONTROL 

A scooter driver is recovering from a leg injury he sustained when trying to avoid an 
open car door. According to a witness, on Thursday, November 30 around 10 a.m., a 
motorist was parked on Zerega Avenue with his vehicle door open when the driver of 
a motorized scooter swerved to avoid the open door, but lost control of the scooter 
which fell onto of him resulting a leg injury. Police said no arrests were made follow-
ing the accident.         Photo by Aracelis Batista

BY PATRICK ROCCHIO
A Throggs Neck Ameri-

can Legion post is rolling 
up its sleeves to ‘make the 
season bright’ for children 
in need. 

The Theodore Korony 
American Legion Post #253 
is collecting both monetary 
donations and toys, and is 
already purchasing toys 
with funds collected from 
legionaries, to help needy 
children around the bor-
ough this holiday season.

The post vetted eight lo-
cal organizations to which 
it will distribute between 
70 to 250 toys each for needy 
youngsters this holiday sea-
son, said Judy Lanci, coor-

dinator of the post’s annual 
Children’s Christmas Toy 
Drive. 

The distribution will 
take place from Wednesday, 
December 13 through Fri-
day, December 15, and will 
benefi t children in family 
homeless shelters, after-
school programs, churches 
and non-profi t programs – 
all in the Bronx, she said. 

Lanci, Anthony Ferrara, 
Colleen McCarthy and Dan-
ielle Mazzariello-Fava run 
the annual drive. 

It is held in memory of Jo-
seph Mazzariello, a Vietnam 
veteran who began the drive 
with Ferrara more than 30 
years ago. 

“Joe’s saying that ‘No 
child should go without a 

toy at Christmas’ is my be-
lief too,” said Lanci. “Ev-
eryone goes through hard 
times; when I walked into 
the shelters, I saw families 
who were like me.” 

Lanci said she gets a 
great deal of joy knowing 
she made a difference in the 
life of children in need dur-
ing the holidays. 

Ferrara said he is mo-
tivated by imagining how 
a child must feel to gather 
round a tree on Christmas 
morning and to fi nd two or 
three packages that they 
weren’t expecting. 

“Just picturing the kids 
smiling is what makes me 
feel that we made a differ-

ence,” said Ferrara. 
The organizations receiv-

ing the toys are thoroughly 
researched, said Lanci. 

“We have done all of our 
homework on these organi-
zations,” she said, explain-
ing that the post looks at the 
recipient groups’ mission 
statements and 501c3 non-
profi t statuses, in addition 
to reviewing their online 
presence and a face-to-face 
visit. 

When the drive fi rst 
started three decades 
ago, collection boxes were 
placed in local businesses, 
especially in banks, along 
East Tremont Avenue, and 
money was collected in tin 
cans that were placed in lo-
cal shops, said Ferrara.

Today, the drive func-
tions by soliciting donations 
via the mail from legion-
aries immediately follow-
ing the Veterans Day, said 
Lanci. 

The donations are used 
to purchase toys that are 
then gathered together 
with individual toys from 
a drop-off point where 
the public can contribute, 
which this year is located 
at Throggs Neck Memo-
rial American Legion Post 
#1456. 

Toys, which typically 
cost between $5 and $10, are 
for children 12 and under, 
said both Lanci and Fer-
rara.

Exceptions are some-
times made for veterans’ 
families or Throggs Neck 
community families who 
may have lost both bread-
winners, said Ferrara and 
Lanci. 

Special attention is paid 
to the children of veteran 
families, as the American 
Legion is a veterans’ organi-
zation, said Lanci.

The drive solicits fund-
ing from the general pub-
lic year round via personal 
checks that can be sent to 
Theodore Korony Post #253, 
P.O. Box 833, Bronx, New 
York 10465. 

Checks can be made pay-
able to the ‘Theodore Ko-
rony Children’s Christmas 
Toy Drive.’ 

Korony AL Post 
holiday toy drive 

targets kids under 12

They cannot do it 
themselves, so it takes 

an organization like 
ours to partner with 

other organizations and 
help those in need.

Judy Lance
Photo courtesy of Judy Lanci
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Christmas Classics  

Performed by Kristin Kelleher  

 

This live music performance  

will take place on  

Wednesday from 6PM—8PM 
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THE THROGGS

3602/3604 East Tremont Avenue  

Check Out These
Stores In The

Throggs Neck Mall!

Holiday Special$5offYour First VisitWith This Coupon

ALL SERVICES BY APPOINTMENT ONLY

AMSTERDAM AIR COOLING

212-787-7700

   Commercial $ Residential

    upon request

LUNCH 
SPECIALS

HAPPY 
HOUR

RECRUTING 
AGENTS

Have a real estate 
license and don’t 
know how to get 

started?

THINKING ABOUT 
GETTING YOUR

LICENSE?

WE CAN 
HELP!

CORE

REAL ESTATE
� �Sales
� �Residential
� �Commercial
� �Rentals

RECRUITING AGENTS
Have a real estate license and 
don’t know how to get started?

THINKING ABOUT GETTING
YOUR LICENSE?

WE CAN HELP!

Adrian    917.724.4789
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See what the Throggs Neck Mall is all about!
You can sit and dine in our cozy courtyard. NECK MALL

Offi ce/Retail Space Available in the Mall Call 917-232-2375

(2nd Floor) Suite 204

Lessons on all Instruments
Beginners & Intermediate

Repairs, Recordings, Video

Live Bands
Disc Jockeys Available
Call 646-261-0170
    or 646-331-9707
for free consultation or
www.justnutsmusic.net

Want to play an instrument?
Just Nuts Music School

THE STYLIST &
THE BARBER
The Throggs Neck Mall
3602 E. Tremont Avenue
Bronx, NY 10465

718-684-1191

Chair Rental
Looking for stylist, barbers and/or nail tech with a following

Laser Hair Removal 
IPL Facial 

Chemical Peel 
Balayage Brazilian Blowout 
Spring & Summer Special 

We specialize in:
Color Correction 
Hair Extensions 

Stylist: Jen  Barber: JayWOMEN MEN

718-684-1191

50% 
First Color 
ServiceOFF

Mention This Ad
And Receive

10% 

OFF

follow us on Instagram
and Facebook 

COMING SOON-MICRO BLADING



BY PATRICK ROCCHIO
Borough merchant 

groups and business im-
provements districts are 
making the holiday season 
bright – literally.  

From Throggs Neck to 
Gun Hill Road and Morris 
Park to Allerton Avenue, 
business owners in a vari-
ety of Bronx communities 
have purchased holiday 
light displays for the streets 
outside of their stores. 

Many of the leaders be-
hind the light displays said 
generally speaking their 
goals were to increase foot 
traffi c and to give the com-
munity a sense of holiday 
spirit. 

Bob Jaen, Throggs Neck 
Merchants Association 
president, said that the asso-
ciation placed 67 strands of 
lights on East Tremont Av-
enue from Dudley to Miles 
avenues. 

“We have the longest 
span of Christmas lights in 
any of the fi ve boroughs,” 
said Jaen.

As it is every year, collect-
ing from the merchants can 

be somewhat of a challenge, 
with a variety of methods – 
invoices, messages and per-
sonal visits – used to raise 
the needed funds. 

“In most instances, 
most of the merchants will 
donate,” said Jaen, add-
ing that he often asks for a 
minimum of $125 per mer-
chant since the TNMA pays 
about $24,000 per year for 
the lights. 

It is Jaen’s hope that by 
next year’s holiday season, 
the Throggs Neck Business 
Improvement District will 
be in place and the fund-
raising efforts would be a 
lot simpler.

BIDs throughout the city 
budget for promotions like 
holiday lights, and in the 
case of Throggs Neck, the 
size of the job will neces-
sitate competitive bidding, 
said Jaen. 

In Westchester Square, 
Lisa Sorin, executive direc-
tor of the area’s BID, lighting 
included three ‘Welcome to 
the Square’ signs at two lo-
cations on East Tremont Av-
enue and on Williamsbridge 

Road, as well as lighting in 
the heart of the district. 

In total, 14 strands of 
LED lights decorate the 
Square, said Sorin, adding 
that planning for the lights 
happens a year in advance 
and the lights are in place 

just after Thanksgiving. 
“We went with LED 

lights now,” said Sorin.
 The change came a 

couple of years back and 
she thinks LED lights are 
brighter and more modern. 

“I think they are very 

elegant…the red and white 
look very distinctive,” said 
Sorin, adding “We love our 
lights.” 

The Morris Park Com-
munity Association spear-
heads Morris Park’s yearly 
street light efforts.

Al D’Angelo, MPCA 
president said that they 
are still in the process of 
collecting funds for the 
lights, and he hopes that 
next year the Morris Park 
BID will take over the proj-
ect. 

The lights start at 
East 180th Street and fol-
low Morris Park Avenue 
to Williamsbridge Road, 
where they then continue 
to Pelham Parkway along 
Williamsbridge Road, said 
D’Angelo. 

About two or three 
strands are placed on each 
block, he said. 

Joe Thompson, White 
Plains Road Business Im-
provement District execu-
tive director, said the BID 
placed eight strands under 
the train el and placed an-
other six on poles where 
the train el declines in el-
evation. 

He praised the efforts of 
the Allerton International 
Merchants Association, 
which placed their own 
lighting display in their 
shopping district this year. 

BY PATRICK ROCCHIO
Winners of a contest that asked borough 

residents to share their community’s stories 
were recently celebrated. 

The New York City Police Foundation 
celebrated four winners of their #MyBronx-
Story campaign that encouraged local 
residents to share experiences about their 
communities in an effort to foster better 
community and police relations and more 
understanding of each other. 

Shenia Rudolph, Francinia Casimiro, 
Rafael Reyes and Daniel Josephs took home 
prizes and bragging rights at a ceremony 
that took place at St. Raymond’s High School 
for Boys on Thursday, November 30. 

St. Raymond alumni Terence Monahan, 
NYPD Chief of Patrol; police offi cer Joseph 
Ayala and Alden Foster, NYPD deputy direc-
tor were also honored by their alma mater for 
their contributions to making the city a bet-
ter place. 

#MyBronxStory participants submitted 
essays, videos and group of photographs to 
illustrate the varied communities they come 
from and their own experiences. 

Rudolph, who comes from Fordham, wrote 
an essay focusing on her almost decade-long 
volunteer and activist efforts to improve local 
schools in her community.

These include her service as a parent liai-
son at M.S. 391 and her assistance at New Vi-
sion Charter High School for the Humanities, 

she said, including work to get better school 
security cameras.

She fi rst heard about the contest through 
a daughter-in-law, and said she was surprised 
when she learned that she had won in the on-
line voting. 

She received a Macbook computer as a 
#MyBronxStory prize, said Rudolph, adding 
the award was a rare recognition. 

“You do work throughout the years and 
you don’t get acknowledgement, so I feel that 
this is about appreciation,” she said, add-
ing she hoped that the award would encour-
age other activists not to give up on worthy 
causes.  

Casimiro is a recent CUNY Baruch College 
graduate with an interest in photography. 

She explored the theme of ‘home’ through 

photography in #MyBronxStory, taking pic-
tures around her Highbridge community, in-
cluding at the 44th Precinct where she said 
she engaged in a positive conversation with 
a sergeant about her interest in photography, 
she said. 

“I wanted to romanticize the Bronx,” said 
Casimiro.

She said she believes that if there could 
be one-on-one dialogue between the police 
and the community it would foster trust. 

The St. Raymond High School for Boys 
students’ involvement in #MyBronxStories 
included making videos about their own 
‘Bronx tales’, visiting police at headquarters, 
and meeting with cops during the November 
30 event, said Jimmie Sturgis, St. Raymond 
college counselor.  

“The main thing was to strengthen the 
relationship with the police department and 
the residents of the community,” said Stur-
gis, adding “the most important thing is that 
they were heard in speaking about their com-
munity and how police and community could 
better work together.”

He added that many of the boys who aspire 
to careers in law enforcement were interested 
in learning about the patrol offi cers’ experi-
ences. 

The school principal, Judith Carew, said 
that it was an opportunity for St. Raymond 
students to learn about various NYPD ca-
reers. 
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Police offi cials and honorees with St. Raymond High School for Boys students who took part in efforts 
to better promote community and police relations by sharing their own stories of their communities. 
The young men were recognized for their efforts on Thursday, November 30. Photo courtesy of the New 
York Police Foundation

#MyBronxStory winners, NYPD honored at St. Raymond’s

Holiday lights welcoming people to Westchester Square were placed at three strategic locations to 
complement the Westchester Square Business Improvement District’s LED holiday lights in its central 
business blocks. Community News Group / Patrick Rocchio

Holiday lights add festive glow to Bronx shopping strips
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BY SARAH VALENZUELA
What does the Madison Square 

Boys & Girls Club, a popstar and a 
telecommunications company all 
have in common?

Community service and civic 
engagement. At least that was 
what was demonstrated on Thurs-
day, November 30 at the Madison 
Boys & Girls Club’s Joel E. Smilow 
Clubhouse.

U.S. Cellular showcased four 
teens from their nationwide Fu-
ture of Good program to speak 
with the kids at Madison’s Smilow 
Clubhouse in Longwood about 
their own community service proj-
ect.

The Future of Good program, 
which is in its third year, provides 
grants and even new supplies to 
youngsters around the country to 
help them with their community 
service projects. 

One of U.S. Cellular‘s partners 
is the Madison Square Boys & 
Girls Club. 

The Smilow Clubhouse was the 
fi rst Boys & Girls Club in the coun-
try. 

“They (Smilow) support 243 
kids here every day. We wanted to 
pull together the youth here and 
the work they do for good causes in 

making an impact in their commu-
nity, as well as our Future of Good 
(program) youth. We’re also donat-
ing $10,000,” said Kellie Sabo, U.S. 
Cellular’s director of Media Rela-
tions and Community Giving.

During the meet up, the Madi-
son and the Future of Good teens 
also discussed the importance of 
confi dence and knowing your own 
self worth. 

Though the interaction was not 
long, the teens all left with smiles 
and a reassurance of their commu-
nity commitment.

“I like helping other kids out 
and inspiring them to be better 
because nowadays there’s not a 
lot of good programs for kids,” 
said 16-year-old Beyonce Marte, 
a member of the Madison Square 
Boys & Girls Club. 

“(Madison) Helps kids, teenag-
ers mostly, to get out of the street 
and not do bad things and little 
kids to teach them how to be more 
respectful and kind to other kids 
and everyone around them.”

“If you have a passion, fi nd that 
passion, and use it to make a dif-
ference in your life and the lives 
of other people,” said 17-year-old 
Chris Suggs, one of the Future of 
Good youth. 

He started an organization in 
his hometown in North Carolina 
to empower youth to be more in-
volved in their neighborhood.

Along with the guests, the 
phone service provider also invited 
singer and actress, Jordin Sparks, 
to present a U.S. Cellular gift to 
Madison, which was planned as a 
surprise for its membership.

“This event in particular was 
pretty cool because it’s really the 
core of who I am and what I do,” 

said Sparks, who noted she fre-
quently advocates for youth pro-
grams and community giving. 

“To see something and get 
passionate about it and say ‘I can 
change that, or maybe I can fi nd 
somebody who can help me change 
it…’ You have no idea what you can 
do and how you can impact some-
body until you actually do it,” she 
added.

When the check for $10,000 was 
presented by Sparks many of the 

younger members of the Smilow 
Clubhouse got so excited they 
stood and screamed in delight at 
the sight of her while others yelled, 
“We’re rich! We’re rich!”

“We are blown away by U.S. 
Cellular’s generous donation and 
can’t wait to put it toward improv-
ing our Clubhouse and enhanc-
ing programming,” said Tim Mc-
Christian, executive director of 
the Madison Square Boys & Girls 
Club in a statement.

Future of Good brings Jordin Sparks to the Madison B&G

Jordin Sparks (c) with Chris Suggs from ‘Kinston Teens;’ Tommy Hosmer from ‘Team Mini;’ and Makayla Harris and Katelyn 
Higgins from ‘Love A Sea Turtle.’ Photo by Silvio Pacifi co

BY SARAH VALENZUELA
With all the new development 

that is happening in the Bronx 
over the last decade, one commu-
nity has sought to take back its 
neighborhood.

In April of 2017, Design Trust 
for Public Space sent out an open 
call for “project ideas to ensure 
New York City’s public realm re-
mains truly public.” 

Called Public for All: Rethink-
ing Shared Space in NYC, Design 
Trust selected two out of the 105 
project proposals they received. 

One of these proposals was 
Community Land Trust as a Model 
for Public Space by South Bronx 
Unite in collaboration with New 
York City Community Land Initia-
tive and the Mott Haven-Port Mor-
ris Community Land Stewards.

This project, offi cially called 
Power in Place: Building Com-
munity Wealth and Well-Being in 
Mott Haven-Port Morris, was of-
fi cially launched on Saturday, De-
cember 2 at a kickoff event in the 
Hub.

The kickoff event informed 
community members of the proj-
ect, as well as call for others to 

join the effort. 
“We formed our Community 

Land Trust as the natural oppos-
ing force to hyper real estate spec-
ulation and displacement and to 
make sure that our community 
could continue to exist in our com-
munity,” said Mychal Johnson, a 
founding member of SBU and a 15-
year resident of Mott Haven. 

The waterfront neighborhood 
has suffered from many environ-
mental impediments such as in-
dustrial waste transfer stations 
and diesel truck-intensive busi-
nesses in the area, they pointed 
out. 

These businesses have caused 
pollution and health concerns for 
the community, which has asthma 
rates eight times the national av-
erage, according to organizers.

In addition, 12 market-rate 
rentals and six hotel developments 
have been announced or are in 
some phase of construction estab-
lishing thousands of luxury dwell-
ings in the area where the average 
median income is $19,454, the low-
est in the state, according to SBU.

“We see market-rate housing 
being built in our community that 

will require our low income fami-
lies to earn four to seven times as 
much as they currently earn to be 
able to afford to live in these de-
velopments,” Johnson explained. 
“We see that as a potential for dis-
placement.”

The Power in Place project will 
use a Community Land Trust to 
identify places in the neighbor-
hood, like empty lots or abandoned 
or vacated properties that can be 
used for community needs like 
recreation, education or health.

“We want to make sure that the 
community has a place to live in 
the area and a place to continue 
to work in the area,” said Samira 
Behrooz, a program manager 
working on Power in Place for 
Design Trust for Public Space. 
“If they want to change their 
neighborhood they have a voice 
and they have a say in what that 
change will look like.”

As an example of asset-map-
ping for Power in Place, SBU iden-
tifi ed a property located at 349 E. 
140th Street, which has been va-
cant for fi ve years. 

Though the building is owned, 
the group has pitched trying to re-

purpose the property to create a 
heart center.

The team is expected to begin 
full project activities in January 
2018.

For more information or how 

to get involved in the Power in 
Place project, contact Mychal 
Johnson, mychaljohnson@gmail.
com, Ozgur Gungor, ogungor@
designtrust@designtrust.org or 
visit: www.designtrust.org.

S. Bronx Unite teams up to reclaim community turf

(L-r) Monxo Lopez, from South Bronx Unite & board member of Mott Haven/Port 
Morris Community Land Stewards; Mychal Johnson, South Bronx Unite; Raymond 
Figueroa, Jr., board member of Mott Haven/Port Morris Community Land Stew-
ards; Susan Chin, executive director, Design Trust for Public Space; Vinton Thomp-
son, president, Metropolitan College of New York; Rosamond Fletcher, director of 
Programs, Design Trust for Public Space; and Samira Behrooz, program manager, 
Design Trust for Public Space. Photo by Silvio J. Pacifi co
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BRIDAL FASHION
KLEINFELD BRIDAL SAMPLE STUDIO
123 West 20th Street, New York, NY 10011 
(2nd fl oor across from Kleinfeld Bridal) 
(917) 388-2341 
www.kleinfeldbridal.com/sample-studio

TUXEDOS
TUXEDO WORLD OF STATEN ISLAND
2791 Richmond Avenue, #6, 
Staten Island, NY 10314, (718) 698-4859 
www.tuxedoworldsi.com

CATERING & VENUES
ATLAS STEAKHOUSE
943 Coney Island Avenue 
off  18th Avenue, Brooklyn, NY
(646) 494-7227, www.AtlasSteak.com
BAY RIDGE MANOR
476 76th Street, Brooklyn
(718) 748-8855
www.bayridgemanor.com
CELEBRATE AT SNUG HARBOR
(718) 442-2700 
www.celebrate-snug.com  
events@celebrate-snug.com
EDIBLE ARRANGEMENTS
133-22 Springfi eld Blvd., (718) 528-3344
158-18 Cross Bay Blvd., (718) 848-3344
1357 Fulton Street, (718) 622-3344
1557 Ralph Avenue, (718) 451-3344
www.ediblearrangements.com/
stores/StoreLocator.aspx
GLEN TERRACE
5313 Avenue N, Brooklyn, (718) 252-4614
GRAND OAKS COUNTRY CLUB
200 Huguenot Avenue, Staten Island
(718) 356–2771, www.grandoaksnyc.com
GRAND PROSPECT HALL
263 Prospect Avenue, Brooklyn 
(718) 788-0777, www.grandprospecthall.com
HUNTERS STEAK HOUSE
9404 Fourth Avenue, Brooklyn, NY 11209 
(718) 238-8899
www.HuntersSteakhouse.com
IL FORNETTO
2902 Emmons Avenue in Brooklyn 
(718) 332-8494
www.ilFornettoRestaurant.com

MARBELLA RESTAURANT
220-33 Northern Boulevard 
Bayside, NY 11361, (718) 423-0100 
www.marbella-restaurant.com
PARADISE CATERING HALL
51 Avenue U, Brooklyn, NY 11223
(718) 372-4352 
www.theparadisecateringhall.com
THE PEARL ROOM
8518 - 3rd Avenue
Brooklyn, NY 11209
(718) 833-6666 
www.pearlroombklyn.com
SCHNITZEL HAUS
7319 5th Avenue, Bay Ridge, NY 11029
(718) 836-5600, www.schnitzelhausny.com
ROCCO’S TACOS
339 Adams Street, Brooklyn, NY 11201
(718) 246-8226, roccostacos.net 
SIRICO’S CATERERS
8015-23 13th Avenue, Brooklyn 
(718) 331-2900, www.siricoscaterers.net
SOTTO 13
5140 West 13th Street, New York, NY
(212) 647-1001, sotto13.com
TERRACE ON THE PARK
52-11 111 Street, Flushing, NY 11368 
(718) 592-5000
www.terraceonthepark.com
THE VANDERBILT AT SOUTH BEACH
300 Father Capodanno Boulevard 
Staten Island, NY
(718) 447-0800 
www.vanderbiltsouthbeach.com

FAVORS & INVITATIONS
THE BRONX DESIGN GROUP
2914 Westchester Avenue
Bronx, NY 10461
(718) 409-9874, Ext. 106
danielles@bronxdesign.com
UNFORGETTABLE EVENTS
2049 Flatbush Avenue in Brooklyn, 
(718) 377-4535
FLORISTS
FLORAL FANTASY
3031 Quentin Road in Brooklyn, 
(718) 998-7060 or
(800) 566–8380 
www.fl oralfantasyny.com
FLOWERS BY MASSENET
Jamaica, Queens, NY
(347) 724-7044 
(718) 526-3725
HENRY’S FLORIST
8103 Fifth Avenue in Brooklyn 
(800) 543-6797 or (718) 238–3838 
www.henrysfl oristweddingevents.com
MARINE FLORIST AND DECORATORS
1995 Flatbush Avenue in Brooklyn 
(800) 447-6730 or (718) 338-3600
www.marinefl orists.com

LIMOUSINE SERVICES
MILA LIMOUSINE CORPORATION
(718) 232-8973, www.milalimo.com
ROMANTIQUE/DOUBLE DIAMOND LIMOUSINES
1421-86 Street, Brooklyn, NY, (718) 351-7273
2041-Hylan Boulevard, Staten Island 
(718) 351-7273, www.rddlimos.com
SOPHISTICATED LIMOUSINES
Serving the Tri state area & NJ, (866) 455-5466

PHOTOGRAPHY & VIDEO
FANTASY PHOTOGRAPHY
3031 Quentin Rd., Brooklyn NY,  (718) 998-0949
www.fantasyphotographyandvideo.com
NY PHOTO VIDEO GROUP
1040 Hempstead Tpke, Franklin Square, NY 11010 
(516) 352-3188 www.nyphotovideogroup.com
info@nyphotovideogroup.com
ONE FINE DAY PHOTOGRAPHERS
459 Pacifi c Street, Massapequa Park 
(516) 690–1320
www.onefi nedayphotographers.com

SALONS
PILO ARTS SALON
8412 3 Avenue, Brooklyn, NY 11209
(718) 748–7411, www.piloarts.com

SERVICES
COSMETIC & LASER CENTER OF BAY RIDGE
9921 4th Avenue, Brooklyn, NY 11209 
(718) 833-2793 or (718) 833-7616 
www.BayRidgeDerm.com
ELITE WEIGHT LOSS
1316 Kings Highway, Brooklyn, NY 11229
(917) 444-3043 
EliteWeightLossNY.com
JOSEPH LICHTER, D.D.S.
1420 Avenue P in Brooklyn
(718) 339-7878
 www.josephlichterdds.co
OMNI DENTAL CARE
313 Kings Highway in Brooklyn
(718) 376-8656 
www.omnidentalcare.com
THE VEIN CENTER OF THE VASCULAR INSTITUTE 
OF NY
Dr. Natalie Marks
960 - 50 Street, Brooklyn, NY 11219
(718) 438-0067 
www.vascularnyc.com

WEDDING CAKES
WHIPPED PASTRY BOUTIQUE-WEDDING CAKES
(718) 858-8088
www.whippedpastryboutique.com

WEDDING EXPOS
BRIDAL AFFAIR
(718) 317–9701, www.bridalaff air.com

WEDDING INSURANCE
TRI-STATE INSURANCE BROKERAGE
610 Crescent Ave., Bronx 10458
277 Tarrytown Rd., White Plains 10602
(718) 618-7666, ww.tsinsbk.com

TO BE INCLUDED IN THIS DIRECTORY CALL (718) 260–8302
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TOP DRIVER DISTRACTIONS
ADVERTORIAL

Using mobile phones
Leading the list of the 

top distractions behind the 
wheel are mobile phones. 
Phones now do more than 
just place calls, and driv-
ers often cannot pull away 
from their phones, even 
when driving. According to 
the California Department 
of Motor Vehicles, studies 
have shown that driving 
performance is lowered 
and the level of distraction 
is higher for drivers who 
are heavily engaged in cell 

phone conversations. The 
use of a hands-free device 
does not lower distraction 
levels. The percentage of 
vehicle crashes and near-
crashes attributed to di-
aling is nearly identical 
to the number associated 
with talking or listening. 

Daydreaming
Many people will admit 

to daydreaming behind 
the wheel or looking at a 
person or object outside of 
the car  for too long. Per-

haps they’re checking out 
a house in a new neighbor-
hood or thought they saw 
someone they knew on the 
street corner. It can be easy 
to veer into the direction 
your eyes are focused, caus-
ing an accident. In addition 
to trying to stay focused on 
the road, some drivers pre-
fer the help of lane depar-
ture warning systems.

Eating
Those who haven’t quite 

mastered walking and 

chewing gum at the same 
time may want to avoid 
eating while driving. The 
majority of foods require a 
person’s hands to be taken 
off of the wheel and their 
eyes to be diverted from the 
road. Reaching in the back 
seat to share some French 
fries with the kids is also 
distracting. 

Try to eat meals before 
getting in the car. For 
those who must snack 
while en route, take a 
moment to pull over at 

a rest area and spend 10
minutes snacking there 
before resuming the
trip.

Reading
Glancing at an adver-

tisement, updating a Fa-
cebook status or reading
a book are all activities 
that should be avoided 
when driving. Even pour-
ing over a traffic map or 
consulting the digital 
display of a GPS system 
can be distracting.
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“A Miracle In The Making!” - CBS TV
  One on One Tutoring for K–12th grade
  Below, At or Above Grade Level Students
  LD - ADD - ADHD - Dyslexia - Special Needs
  Your child will read better, faster with greater fluency and comprehension  

   advancing one year every 4–8 weeks
  Grades, confidence and self esteem will soar as they learn to love reading 

   and school
  Your 3, 4, & 5 year old will learn 15–30 words in the 1st session
  No contracts – Open 7 days a week
  FREE Consultation – 35 Years Certified Experience

ACHIEVE  
3 TO 6 YEARS OF  

READING IMPROVEMENT 
IN ONE YEAR!!!

Dicker Reading Method
75 Brook Street, Scarsdale | 914.472.0600 | www.DickerReading.com

CHILDREN AT OR 
BELOW GRADE 

LEVEL WILL BECOME 
THE BEST READERS 

IN THEIR CLASS

WATCH OUR VIDEOS TO LEARN MORE   www.DickerReading.com

SOLVE YOUR CHILD’S 
READING PROBLEM
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His brother, Frank Siller, 
is chairman of the founda-
tion. Its website is www.Tun-
nel2towers.org.

The gunman, Alexander 
Bonds, who was killed by re-
sponding police offi cers, had 
been treated and released at 
St. Barnabas Hospital just 
days prior to the shooting. 

A convicted felon with a 
lengthly rap sheet, Bonds, 
34, had been prescribed anti-
depressants by the hospital.

Afterward, Governor 
Cuomo announced a review 
of Bond’s treatment prior to 
the shooting by the NYS De-
partment of Health to deter-
mine whether all relevant 
policies and safeguards were 
taken by the hospital.

St. Barnabas spokesman 
Howard Metzer defended the 
hospital at the time, saying 
it had followed proper proce-
dures treating Bonds.

“We believe all mental 
health procedures and safe-
guards were properly fol-
lowed in the hospital’s evalu-
ation of Mr. Bonds during 
the seven- to eight-hour pe-

riod he was observed in our 
emergency room on July 1,” 
Metzer said.

Bond’s girlfriend dis-
agreed, however, saying she 
had tried in vain to keep him 
at the hospital after he made 
comments that he wanted to 
kill people.

Familia’s assassina-
tion in the line of duty was 

reminiscent of the killing 
of NYPD detectives Rafael 
Ramos and Wenjian Liu in 
Brooklyn in 2014.

“Offi cer Miosotis Fa-
milia was killed in the exact 
same way,” Siller said. “She 
was shot through a window 
of a command vehicle and 
murdered in cold blood. This 
is yet another senseless trag-

edy.”
NYPD Chief of Patrol 

Terance Monahan remem-
bered Familia, who was as-
signed to the 46th Precinct, 
as a single mother raising 
three children, who also 
cared for her elderly mother.

“She was their caregiver, 
their sole support,” Mona-
han said. “She was the one 

they depended on for every-
thing and she was taken 
away solely because she was 
a cop.” 

Familia’s wake was held 
Monday, July 10, at World 
Changers Church on Grand 
Concourse, with a funeral 
Mass attended by scores of 
law enforcement offi cials on 
Tuesday, July 11.

from Page 1

Call
718.260.2555

..to advertise 
your business in our 

Classifi ed Section 
and get.. 

Real Results!

Slain NYPD offi cer’s children provided new home

Scores of law enforcement offi cials lined the Grand Concourse to view slain Bronx NYPD detective fi rst-grade Miosotis Familia’s funeral 
procession on Tuesday, July 11. Photo by Miriam Quin

BY SARAH VALENZUELA
One of the oldest liv-

ing Bronxites passed away 
peacefully on Thursday, 
November 30. 

At 107 and a half years 
old, Joseph Binder, endear-
ingly known as Joe or Uncle 
Joe, was more than just a 
living legend and his pass-
ing left a community and a 
family in mourning and in 
shock. 

Joe Binder lived through 
both world wars, the Great 
Depression, the invention 
of the television, NASA’s 
mission to the moon, the 
assassination of President 
John F. Kennedy, the split-
ting of the Hydrogen atom, 
and the invention of the 
cellphone and the personal 
computer.

His family and friends 
span through generations 
and even seemed to span 
through time itself.

“I can’t believe he’s 

not with me physically,” 
said Linda Galasso, Joe’s 
64-year-old niece. “He’ll al-
ways be with me in spirit 
but I did say I wish there 
was a cellphone in heaven.”

Galasso, who now lives 
in Livingston, NJ said her 
Uncle Joe had been in ev-
ery single day of her life 
and she spoke to him mul-
tiple times a day along with 
visiting him almost three 
times a week.

“I’m sure I’ll get by with-
out him, but it (life) was 
much better with him, I’ll 
tell you that much,” Galasso 
said. “He was a wonderful 
person, he was kind and 
generous and never said a 
bad word about anybody.”

JoAnne Angiulo, who 
has also known Joe her 
whole life out of friend-
ship with Linda, said he 
was her mentor and guided 
her through many critical 
points in her life.

“I always called him 
Uncle Joe and I thought he 
really was my uncle,” said 
Angiulo, 68, who also used 
to visit him while he was at 
Providence Rest Nursing 
Home. “He was very sup-
portive and loving of me 
and we had a very close re-
lationship.

Through such a long life, 
he was able to pass on much 
more than stories.

In fact, everyone he had 
ever met was able to gain 
more knowledge about life 
and how to truly appreciate 
it, according to his friends 
and family.

“Every time I was 
around him he was upbeat, 
happy, optimistic, and ob-
viously as someone his age 
would face, he dealt with 
ups and downs with his 
health, nothing too severe,” 
Richard Galasso, Binder’s 
33-year-old grand nephew, 
recalled. “But no matter 

what he was going through, 
he was so happy that he was 
here on this Earth enjoying 
his time and I found that 
very emulating.”

“He was so creative, he 
kept his mind occupied,” 
said 71-year-old Vinny To-
lentino, one of Joe’s friends, 
refl ecting on the centenar-
ian’s long life. “I mean till 
the end he wanted to sing 
and dance.” 

Many friends, family 
and community members 
often spoke of how young 
Joe looked and sounded for 
his age, especially since he 
was still a regular enter-
tainer at Pasquale’s Rigo-
letto Restaurant on Arthur 
Avenue. 

The Saturday before his 
passing, family and friends 
said Binder did his usual 
comedy act and performed 
a few songs at Rigoletto’s.

“I always had to try to 
be a little bit better but it 

never worked. He was al-
ways the best,” said 51-year-
old Gene DiNapoli, who had 
been entertaining with Joe 
for more than 20 years. “Ev-
erything he did from the 
way he dressed, the way he 

looked the way he smiled. 
He was a class act.  He al-
ways made you feel better. 
It’s a sad day for the Bronx, 
a very sad day for enter-
tainers. It’ll never be the 
same.”

Joe Binder, oldest living 
Bronxite, passes away at 107

Joseph Binder was a poet, comedian, singer, musician, parking at-
tendant and served in the Navy. Photo courtesy of Linda Galasso
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ANTIQUES & ESTATE BUYERS

ANTIQUE & ESTATE BUYERS
We buy anything old. One piece or house full. 

WILL TRAVEL. HOUSE CALLS.

ANTIQUE & ESTATE BUYERS
We buy anything old. One piece or house full. 

WILL TRAVEL. HOUSE CALLS.
WILL TRAVEL

ENTIRE
TRI-STATE!

FREE
Estimates!

We Pay $CASH$ For 
Paintings, Clocks, Watches, 
Estate Jewelry & Fine China, 

From Single Items 
to Entire Estates!
Coin & Stamp Collections

Costume Jewelry
Antique Furniture  Lamps
Bronzes  Paintings  Prints

Chinese & Japanese 
Artwork & Porcelain

Sports Collectibles 
Comic Books  Old Toys  Records
Cameras  Sterling Flatware Sets

HUMMELS & LLADROS

ANTIQUES & ESTATE BUYERS

TOP $ PAID
FOR JUDAICA
COLLECTIBLES

HOUSE
CALLS

MOVING orDOWNSIZING?CALL
US!

Top $ Paid
for Antique

Sterling!

Military
Collections

Wanted
Swords,
Knives,

Helmets, etc.

SEE OUR AD EVERY SUNDAY IN THE POST

SAME DAY  
SERVICE  

AVAILABLE

SERVING BRONX 
AND THE ENTIRE  
TRI-STATE AREA

516-974-6528516-974-6528

WILL TRAVEL. WE MAKE HOUSE CALLS.
1029 WEST JERICHO TURNPIKE, SMITHTOWN, L.I.

HOUSE 
CALLS

ASK FOR CHRISTOPHER
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