
BY BOB GUILIANO
Zaro’s Family Bakery re-

opened amid fanfare on Wednes-
day, November 22, in Parkchester, 
where it was located from June 
1959 until it closed in 2015.

The ceremony was attended by 
Zaro family members, along with 
Borough President Ruben Diaz, 
Jr. and Senator Ruben Diaz, Sr.

“We had a short hiatus and 
we’re now back and thrilled to be 
back in the Bronx,” said owner 
Stuart Zaro during the grand re-
opening festivities. 

“Parkchester has been part of 
our makeup forever,” Zaro said. 
“We opened a little bit yester-
day and mostly today. We’re very 
proud to have the borough presi-
dent and his father to join us to-
day to celebrate with us.”

“We are here to announce that 
Zaro’s is back in Parkchester, and 
we’re here with Stuart Zaro and 
the whole Zaro family,” said Diaz 
Jr. 

“When they departed from this 
place a couple of years ago, I have 
to tell you it was one of the most 
emotional days for Bronxites and 
for this immediate community,” 
Diaz Jr. said.

Both Diazs expressed thanks 
that Zaro’s is back in Parkchester, 
on time for Thanksgiving.

“We have so much to be thank-
ful for,” Diaz Jr. said. “We are 
thankful for our families, I’m 
thankful for my dad, I’m thank-
ful for good health in our family, 
I’m thankful that the Bronx gave 
me another term to serve for four 
years.” 

Diaz Jr. also spoke about gains 
in the Bronx on economic devel-
opment, job creation, new busi-
nesses, and also “making sure 
that those who have been with us 
for many, many decades still have 
a home here.”

BY PATRICK ROCCHIO
Lehman College kicked off 

major renovations of its perform-
ing arts center amid fanfare. 

The college, part of the City 
University of New York, held a 
ceremonial groundbreaking on 
Tuesday, November 28 to mark 
the start of a $15.4 million renova-
tion and addition to the Lehman 
Center for the Performing Arts. 

Lehman Center is the bor-
ough’s answer to Lincoln Cen-
ter in Manhattan, a concert and 
performance hall with 2,310 seats 
that over the next 18 months will 
see a major overhaul. 

The scope of the work includes 
construction that will add an ad-

BY SARAH VALENZUELA
The fourth of fi ve public hear-

ings about New York City statues 
and plaques occurred on Monday, 
November 27 in the Bronx Bor-
ough Hall Rotunda.

The Mayoral Advisory Com-
mission on City Art, Monuments 

and Markers listened to testi-
mony from both Bronx residents 
and residents from outside the 
borough.

While topics like statues and 
plaques to the veterans of the 
Confederacy during the Civil 
War were heavily discussed, the 

main topic of testimony centered 
about the status of the Christo-
pher Columbus statue in Colum-
bus Circle in Manhattan. 

“How would we rate a monu-
ment for George Washington, who 
was a slave owner,” remarked As-
sembleyman Michael Bennedetto. 

“We must take things in context. 
Christopher Columbus for in-
stance was a great man in what 
he did; venturing forth in his dis-
covery. That’s what the Colum-
bus statue celebrates. It certainly 
does not condone or celebrate his 
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Sharing Thanksgiving Cheer In Morris Park
The Morris Park Kiwanis and Villa Maria Academy’s Axel Project students shared Thanksgiving cheer with the Morris 
Park community on Saturday, November 18. Girl Scout Troop 2151 member Vanessa Giangregorio showed off all of the 
bags the volunteers put together.                                       Photo by Laura Stone

Columbus opinions aired
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BY PATRICK ROCCHIO
A new building proposed by a social ser-

vice agency promises to bring needed af-
fordable housing units to the borough. 

Social service provider Comunilife is 
planning to build on the success of its El Rio 
I housing development in West Farms by 
building a similar structure next door that 
mixes supportive housing for people with 
special needs and low income housing at 
2064 Boston Road. 

The new building, called El Rio II, will 
include 78-units in total, including 47 units 
of supportive housing and 31 units of low-in-
come housing for people earning less that 60 
percent of the Area Median Income, accord-
ing to a Community Board 6 letter. 

In the New York City Region, 60 percent 
of AMI in 2017 is $40,080 for one person, ac-
cording to the NYC Department of Housing 
Preservation and Development’s website. 

El Rio II is expected to be 46,500 square 
feet and be completed in 2020, according to 
Comunilife offi cials. 

All of the units will be studio apart-
ments. 

According to NYC Department of Build-
ings fi lings, the construction includes six 
stories, including living space, and a lounge, 
laundry room, and computer lab on the fi rst 
fl oor. 

“We are committed to creating afford-

able housing because of the great need that 
we have in the community for low-income 
housing,” said Rosa Gil, president of Comu-
nilife, adding “The issue of affordable hous-
ing in New York City is getting greater and 
greater.” 

The project would also create temporary 
and permanent jobs for community mem-
bers, she said. 

Currently, there is a structure at the site, 
built in 1902, and given its historical nature, 
elements from the original building will be 
retained for a museum-type display in the 
new building, said Ellen Kackman, Comu-
nilife vice-president. 

The current structure was a nursing 
home for elderly women and a place for 
unwed mothers and orphanage in days of 
yore. 

Gil drew a parallel between the build-
ing’s fi rst uses and the planned uses for the 
new building, which in its supportive hous-
ing seeks to serve a group of people that are 
not always welcome in every community. 

More recently, the existing building 
served as offi ce space for Comunilife and of-
fi ce and programming space for the Bronx 
River Arts Center through June. 

CB 6 greenlighted the project in 2015, and 
the board expressed its continued support 
in a letter dated Wednesday, November 29. 

“Having witnessed Comunilife success-

fully develop, tenant and maintain a similar 
housing project in our community, the com-
munity board members have the utmost 
confi dence Comunilife will continue to 
achieve equal success with El Rio II,” stated 
the CB 6 letter. 

According to the CB 6 letter, the special 
needs people that will be served in 47 sup-
portive housing units at the El Rio II are “in-
dividuals living with HIV and AIDS.” 

Councilman Ritchie Torres is support-
ive of the plan. 

“The 2064 Boston Road site has served 
the West Farms community for many years 
in various forms: as senior housing, a com-
munity center and a church,” said Torres.  
“Now, Comunilife is choosing to bring the 
site back to its original use, as quality af-
fordable and supportive housing, which I 
support.”

According to Comunilife, funding for 
the $24.5 million project is being provided 
by private equity and NYS Homes and Com-
munity Renewal. 
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POT of GOLD
Sherbee Antiques is a family-owned business that has been 

serving the tri-state area for over 60 years. 
We buy from the full contents of homes and estates 

to single items. We specialize in high-end goods such as 
antiques, art, fi ne porcelain, lighting, bronzes and sculptures. 

We have particular interest in fi ne jewelry, timepieces, 
diamonds, gold and silver. 

If you call we will come to you, free of charge, and evaluate 
what you are selling. We know the value of your possessions 
and are willing to pay top dollar on the spot. Please feel free 
to call seven days a week for a free same day consultation.

You may be sitting on a large fortune. 
Call Sherbee Antiques. They’ll tell you how much.

CALL TODAY 917-748-7622 OR 718-762-7448 
You’ll be glad you did.

Sherbee  Antiques
Est. 1940

Boston Road project promises 
affordable/supportive housing 

The El Rio I (r) will be joined by a sister building El Rio II, at 2064 Boston Road, when the present struc-
ture is razed. Community News Group / Patrick Rocchio
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Several members of the Mayoral Commission of City Art, Monuments and Markers: (l-r) Audra Simp-
son, Harriet F. Senie, John Calvelli and Tom Finkelpearl. Community News Group/Sarah Valenzuela

Bronxites sound off on statues; 
Columbus opinions aired

treatment of Native Ameri-
cans.”

“In 1892…the statue was 
less an homage to a single 
man than a symbol of pride 
and a focus for Italian-
American immigrants to 
celebrate their heritage as 
well as to show the patri-
otic minds for the United 
States of America,” said 
Joanne Rubino, a Bronx 
resident and member of the 
Forum of Italian American 
Educators. “This commis-
sion has served to alienate 
many Italian-Americans. 
Many feel it is an attempt 
to discredit Italian-Ameri-
cans, to rewrite history to 
suit modern day political 
agendas.”

Some of the speakers 
were concerned that by 
removing the statue, the 
renaming of other Colum-
bus-related markers would 
happen, as well, while oth-
ers claimed removing the 
statues would be denying 
our history.

“I think the problem we 
currently face as a society 
regarding these monu-
ments is that we are confus-
ing two different issues,” 
said Shannon Dingle, who 
has lived in the Bronx for 
17 years. “If we take down 

Columbus, where does it 
end? Do we rename Colum-
bus Circle, Washington 
D.C., Columbus, Ohio?”

“There are certainly 
issues in our history that 
we have to deal with, but I 
feel that we do the opposite 
by hiding these things (re-
moving the statues),” said 
another Bronxite and at-
torney, Sergio Villaverde.

Many who testifi ed at 
the hearing shared the 
same sympathy while 
speaking in favor of the 
statue. 

Others spoke against 
the statue because they 
claimed Columbus’ discov-
ery of the Americas was 
false and his actions were 
not representative of Ital-
ian people.

“Claims that Colum-
bus discovered America 
aren’t true as millions of 
people, my ancestors, al-
ready fl ourished here,” 
said a member of the Onon-
daga Nation also present at 
the hearing. “Keeping the 
monuments of him up is a 
continued act of erasure 
to ensure that Americans 
will never be educated 
on our harsh, shared his-
tory.”

Arnold Arnez, a mem-
ber of the Quechua people, 

an indigenous population 
from South America, in-
sisted the Columbus statue 
be removed. In its place 
should stand a statue of 
the Lenape people, the na-
tive population who lived 
in modern-day New York 
City.

“What is a statue? It is 
not just what is past, but 
what is history lived out 
now,” said Arnez. “Colum-
bus can not truly represent 
Italy’s rich history with 
his violent character.”

Community members 
suggested that additional 
text be added at the statue’s 
base to explain the history 
of Christopher Columbus 
and the Native Americans 
he encountered.

During the meeting, 
Rubino also presented a 
petition with over 1,000 
signatures from Senator 
Jeff Klein to the city’s com-
mission. 

The petition included 
signatures from many Ital-
ian-American groups, as 
well as the signatures of 
Senator Klein and Assem-
blyman Mark Gjonaj.

The mayor’s advisory 
committee conducted its 
fi nal public hearing in 
Staten Island on Tuesday, 
November 28..

from Page 1

Zaro’s Family Bakery reopens 
in Parkchester amid fanfare

Borough President Diaz, Jr. (l) and Senator Diaz, Sr. (r) presented Stuart Zaro a hefty ceremonial check.
 Photo by Edwin Soto

Michael Zaro announced 
that when customers came 
to Zaro’s on its grand re-
opening the day before 
Thanksgiving, that 25 per-
cent of the proceeds would 
be going to Puerto Rico re-
lief efforts.

To commemorate the 
event, the Zaro family 
pledged to aid ongoing 
humanitarian efforts in 
Puerto Rico following the 
devastation caused by Hur-
ricane Maria earlier this 
fall. 

Zaro’s new storefront, at 
1309 Metropolitan Avenue, 
“has an indoor/outdoor feel 

provided by new glass doors 
opening on the side,” said 
Josh Birns, leasing direc-
tor for the landlord, Olshan 
Properties, in a news re-
lease. 

Birns added that the site 
is “just two spaces down 
from the original loca-
tion, still steps from the (#6 
Parkchester station). We’re 
confi dent this will be an-
other home run location for 
them.”

Zaros previous location 
was on Hugh Grant Circle 
from 1959 to 2015. A Boston 
Market franchise leased its 
former space.

It originally opened in 

1927 in the Bronx on the Ed-
ward L. Grant Highway. 

It has six other locations 
in New York City and one in 
New Jersey.

“We’re thrilled to be 
back in the old neighbor-
hood and to see so many 
warm and familiar faces 
again,” said Brian Zaro, 
executive vice president of 
Zaro’s Family Bakery, in 
the release. “As we heat up 
the ovens once more, we do 
so (Wednesday) in aid of 
our friends and family in 
Puerto Rico who are dear to 
so many of our valued cus-
tomers in Parkchester and 
throughout the city.”

from Page 1
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“A Miracle In The Making!” - CBS TV
  One on One Tutoring for K–12th grade
  Below, At or Above Grade Level Students
  LD - ADD - ADHD - Dyslexia - Special Needs
  Your child will read better, faster with greater fluency and comprehension  

   advancing one year every 4–8 weeks
  Grades, confidence and self esteem will soar as they learn to love reading 

   and school
  Your 3, 4, & 5 year old will learn 15–30 words in the 1st session
  No contracts – Open 7 days a week
  FREE Consultation – 35 Years Certified Experience

ACHIEVE  
3 TO 6 YEARS OF  

READING IMPROVEMENT 
IN ONE YEAR!!!

Dicker Reading Method
75 Brook Street, Scarsdale | 914.472.0600 | www.DickerReading.com

CHILDREN AT OR 
BELOW GRADE 

LEVEL WILL BECOME 
THE BEST READERS 

IN THEIR CLASS

WATCH OUR VIDEOS TO LEARN MORE   www.DickerReading.com

SOLVE YOUR CHILD’S 
READING PROBLEM
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Over 100 hardy, brave souls were ‘freezing for a reason’ at the Special Olympics New York’s inaugural Polar 
Plunge on Sunday, November 19 at the Bronx Zoo’s Grizzly Corner. The event raised funds for the 41,000 
athletes of Special Olympics New York-NYC Region.

00 h d b l ‘f i f ’ t th S i l Ol i N Y k’ i l P l

SPECIAL OLYMPICS NY HOSTS

BRONX ZOO POLAR PLUNGE

(l-r) Alison Hoffman, Julia Hoffman, Ava Milberg and 
Chiara Schumpf represented the Riverdale Country 
School at this year’s polar plunge. Photo by Laura Stone

Alyssa (l) and Emily from Special Olympics Club at Fordham took the plunge. 
 Photo by Laura Stone

Members of #teamBurson were ready to battle the bitter cold. 
 Photo by Laura Stone

Jason Teitler (l), Burson-Marsteller Consumer and Brand Mar-
keting managing director and Fan Experience chairman, chilled 
with polar bear Mike Fernandez, Burson-Marstellar U.S. CEO. 
 Photo by Laura Stone

Polar bears Yuri (l) and Mike Fernan-
dez welcomed everyone at the winter 
celebration. 
 Photo by Laura Stone
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BRIDAL FASHION
KLEINFELD BRIDAL SAMPLE STUDIO
123 West 20th Street, New York, NY 10011 
(2nd fl oor across from Kleinfeld Bridal) 
(917) 388-2341 
www.kleinfeldbridal.com/sample-studio

TUXEDOS
TUXEDO WORLD OF STATEN ISLAND
2791 Richmond Avenue, #6, 
Staten Island, NY 10314, (718) 698-4859 
www.tuxedoworldsi.com

CATERING & VENUES
ATLAS STEAKHOUSE
943 Coney Island Avenue 
off  18th Avenue, Brooklyn, NY
(646) 494-7227, www.AtlasSteak.com
BAY RIDGE MANOR
476 76th Street, Brooklyn
(718) 748-8855
www.bayridgemanor.com
CELEBRATE AT SNUG HARBOR
(718) 442-2700 
www.celebrate-snug.com  
events@celebrate-snug.com
EDIBLE ARRANGEMENTS
133-22 Springfi eld Blvd., (718) 528-3344
158-18 Cross Bay Blvd., (718) 848-3344
1357 Fulton Street, (718) 622-3344
1557 Ralph Avenue, (718) 451-3344
www.ediblearrangements.com/
stores/StoreLocator.aspx
GLEN TERRACE
5313 Avenue N, Brooklyn, (718) 252-4614
GRAND OAKS COUNTRY CLUB
200 Huguenot Avenue, Staten Island
(718) 356–2771, www.grandoaksnyc.com
GRAND PROSPECT HALL
263 Prospect Avenue, Brooklyn 
(718) 788-0777, www.grandprospecthall.com
HUNTERS STEAK HOUSE
9404 Fourth Avenue, Brooklyn, NY 11209 
(718) 238-8899
www.HuntersSteakhouse.com
IL FORNETTO
2902 Emmons Avenue in Brooklyn 
(718) 332-8494
www.ilFornettoRestaurant.com

MARBELLA RESTAURANT
220-33 Northern Boulevard 
Bayside, NY 11361, (718) 423-0100 
www.marbella-restaurant.com
PARADISE CATERING HALL
51 Avenue U, Brooklyn, NY 11223
(718) 372-4352 
www.theparadisecateringhall.com
THE PEARL ROOM
8518 - 3rd Avenue
Brooklyn, NY 11209
(718) 833-6666 
www.pearlroombklyn.com
SCHNITZEL HAUS
7319 5th Avenue, Bay Ridge, NY 11029
(718) 836-5600, www.schnitzelhausny.com
ROCCO’S TACOS
339 Adams Street, Brooklyn, NY 11201
(718) 246-8226, roccostacos.net 
SIRICO’S CATERERS
8015-23 13th Avenue, Brooklyn 
(718) 331-2900, www.siricoscaterers.net
SOTTO 13
5140 West 13th Street, New York, NY
(212) 647-1001, sotto13.com
TERRACE ON THE PARK
52-11 111 Street, Flushing, NY 11368 
(718) 592-5000
www.terraceonthepark.com
THE VANDERBILT AT SOUTH BEACH
300 Father Capodanno Boulevard 
Staten Island, NY
(718) 447-0800 
www.vanderbiltsouthbeach.com

FAVORS & INVITATIONS
THE BRONX DESIGN GROUP
2914 Westchester Avenue
Bronx, NY 10461
(718) 409-9874, Ext. 106
danielles@bronxdesign.com
UNFORGETTABLE EVENTS
2049 Flatbush Avenue in Brooklyn, 
(718) 377-4535
FLORISTS
FLORAL FANTASY
3031 Quentin Road in Brooklyn, 
(718) 998-7060 or
(800) 566–8380 
www.fl oralfantasyny.com
FLOWERS BY MASSENET
Jamaica, Queens, NY
(347) 724-7044 
(718) 526-3725
HENRY’S FLORIST
8103 Fifth Avenue in Brooklyn 
(800) 543-6797 or (718) 238–3838 
www.henrysfl oristweddingevents.com
MARINE FLORIST AND DECORATORS
1995 Flatbush Avenue in Brooklyn 
(800) 447-6730 or (718) 338-3600
www.marinefl orists.com

LIMOUSINE SERVICES
MILA LIMOUSINE CORPORATION
(718) 232-8973, www.milalimo.com
ROMANTIQUE/DOUBLE DIAMOND LIMOUSINES
1421-86 Street, Brooklyn, NY, (718) 351-7273
2041-Hylan Boulevard, Staten Island 
(718) 351-7273, www.rddlimos.com
SOPHISTICATED LIMOUSINES
Serving the Tri state area & NJ, (866) 455-5466

PHOTOGRAPHY & VIDEO
FANTASY PHOTOGRAPHY
3031 Quentin Rd., Brooklyn NY,  (718) 998-0949
www.fantasyphotographyandvideo.com
NY PHOTO VIDEO GROUP
1040 Hempstead Tpke, Franklin Square, NY 11010 
(516) 352-3188 www.nyphotovideogroup.com
info@nyphotovideogroup.com
ONE FINE DAY PHOTOGRAPHERS
459 Pacifi c Street, Massapequa Park 
(516) 690–1320
www.onefi nedayphotographers.com

SALONS
PILO ARTS SALON
8412 3 Avenue, Brooklyn, NY 11209
(718) 748–7411, www.piloarts.com

SERVICES
COSMETIC & LASER CENTER OF BAY RIDGE
9921 4th Avenue, Brooklyn, NY 11209 
(718) 833-2793 or (718) 833-7616 
www.BayRidgeDerm.com
ELITE WEIGHT LOSS
1316 Kings Highway, Brooklyn, NY 11229
(917) 444-3043 
EliteWeightLossNY.com
JOSEPH LICHTER, D.D.S.
1420 Avenue P in Brooklyn
(718) 339-7878
 www.josephlichterdds.co
OMNI DENTAL CARE
313 Kings Highway in Brooklyn
(718) 376-8656 
www.omnidentalcare.com
THE VEIN CENTER OF THE VASCULAR INSTITUTE 
OF NY
Dr. Natalie Marks
960 - 50 Street, Brooklyn, NY 11219
(718) 438-0067 
www.vascularnyc.com

WEDDING CAKES
WHIPPED PASTRY BOUTIQUE-WEDDING CAKES
(718) 858-8088
www.whippedpastryboutique.com

WEDDING EXPOS
BRIDAL AFFAIR
(718) 317–9701, www.bridalaff air.com

WEDDING INSURANCE
TRI-STATE INSURANCE BROKERAGE
610 Crescent Ave., Bronx 10458
277 Tarrytown Rd., White Plains 10602
(718) 618-7666, ww.tsinsbk.com

TO BE INCLUDED IN THIS DIRECTORY CALL (718) 260–8302
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Charles J. Crimi Road, alongside Pelham Bay Park, is the planned location for the bus stop. The area is 
currently used as an MTA bus layover site. Community News Group/Sarah Valenzuela

BY SARAH VALENZUELA
Buckle up Bronxites, 

you may soon be able to 
conveniently snag a bus 
ride all the way to Boston.

A bus line company 
called Catch-A-Ride is 
planning a route that will 
run through Brooklyn and 
the Bronx, to Boston, MA.

The idea for the bus 
route was concieved by 
Ryan Maldonado, the 
founder and owner of 
Catch-A-Ride, when he re-
alized there were little to 
no options for intercity 
public transit in the outer 
boroughs.

“We have five bor-
oughs…other options 
should exist,” Maldonado 
said. “I saw the need and 
I just figured, why not fill 
that need.”

The route follows the 
growing trend of other 
major transit lines that 
are establishing stations 
outside of city centers.

He explained the time-
saving practicality of his 
transit plan for Boston-
bound travellers: “(Imag-
ine) you’re leaving the 
Bronx to go one hour, two 
hours in the wrong direc-
tion on a train (to Penn 
Station). Then an hour 
later (the train you’re on) 
is passing through the 
Bronx (again), on your 
way to Boston, when you 
could’ve been passed Hart-
ford already.”

The main difficulty 

the community board per-
ceived with this stop was 
whether it would worsen 
the congestion in the 
area.

There was some con-
cern that the bus users 
would drive their cars to 
the area and then park 
their cars there for days 
or wait in a parked vehicle 
at the bus stop for the bus 
to arrive. 

“The city can’t stop in-
terstate commerce, which 
is what this might be,” 
remarked Matthew Cruz, 
the district manager of 
Community Board 10. “If 
this issue were to pose a 
problem and we find the 
operator is not adhering 
to some of the regulations, 
we of course will revisit 
this.”

The company assured 
the community board that 
its riders are not likely to 
park in the area because 
most intercity bus users 
depend on public trans-
portation to get to their 
pickup locations.

“We reiterated to them 
our first concern is the 
residents. We want to 
make sure no one is park-
ing in our communities,” 
Cruz continued.

The bus stop is ex-
pected to be located next 
to Pelham Bay Park along 
Charles J. Crimi Place. 
The area is home to many 
other bus stops and is lo-
cated across from the #6 

IRT Pelham Bay Park 
train station.

“We purposely picked a 
location that was a major 
transportation hub,” Mal-
donado continued. “Obvi-
ously there are always go-
ing to be people who are 
going to be driven in, but 
we don’t expect them to 
be the majority of our rid-
ers.”

Catch-A-Ride does not 
have a firm launch date, 
though Maldonado hoped 
he would have the financ-
ing in place to be fully 
established and running 
sometime in 2018. 

Through 2017, the com-
pany worked with MBT 
Worldwide of Tewksbury, 
MA and ran a few bus 
trips during the peak hol-
iday travel period. 

This trial service drew 
about 1,200 riders.

Additional trial ser-
vice will be available dur-
ing Christmas and New 
Years. 

Tickets, as well as ad-
ditional information 
about these schedules can 
be found on their website 
catcharidebus.com

The company said it 
plans to offer complimen-
tary water, wifi and elec-
trical outlets. 

The company also 
promised to make re-
stroom stops along the 
route if the bus or van 
does not have a restroom 
on board.

Local bus access to Boston, MA 
can dramatically cut travel time

BY SARAH VALENZUELA
If you have a Medicare 

Advantage plan with Unit-
edHealthcare, you may want 
to consider other options. 

At least, that is what 
patients of the Montefi ore 
Health System have been 
told.

As of December 31, 2017, 
Montefi ore will no longer be 
able to accept United Medi-
care Advantage because 
UnitedHealthcare chose not 
to renew that contract with 
their organization.

“Once we became aware 
of this, we worked hard to 
alert our affected patients 
to make them aware of the 
situation,” said Colleen M. 
Blye, exective vice president 
and chief fi nancial offi cer of 
Montefi ore Health System. 
“Our patients are our top 
priority and it’s important 
for them to know that Mon-
tefi ore continues to accept 
most other national and re-
gional Medicare Advantage 
plans.”

Montefi ore has been 
negotiating with United-
Healthcare about renewing 
their commercial and Med-
icaid contracts, as well as 
their Institutional Special 
Needs Plan and Dual Special 
Needs Medicare Advantage 
Plans, according to Blye.

“We are taking active 
steps to make sure care to 
our Montefi ore patients is 

not interrupted,” Blye con-
tinued. “Montefi ore’s ser-
vices may still be covered for 
United Medicare Advantage 
insured patients who have 
out-of-network benefi ts asso-
ciated with their plans, and 
on an in-network basis after 
midnight on December 31, 
2017, for certain patients en-
gaged in an ongoing course 
of treatment.”

Blye confi rmed that 
both Montefi ore and Unit-
edHealthcare have been fo-
cused on making sure mem-
bers continue to have access 
to the care they need.

In addition, Senator Jeff 

Klein has been working 
with Montefi ore patients to 
make informed decisions 
about their health insur-
ance options.

On Wednesday, Novem-
ber 15, Klein’s offi ce held a 
forum with representatives 
from nine other insurance 
providers for seniors dur-
ing this transition between 
United and Montefi ore.

The insurance pro-
viders included at this 
forum were Aetna, Affi n-
ity, Elderplan, Emblem 
Health, Empire Blue Cross 
Blue Shield, FidelisCare, 

Healthfi rst, Silversneakers 
and WellCare.

Klein has continued to 
encourage others still af-
fected by the change in cov-
erage at Montefi ore to con-
tact his offi ce.

“Should patients with 
United Medicare Advantage 
benefi ts choose to continue 
receiving in-network cov-
erage for the high quality, 
continuity of care they ex-
pect from Montefi ore, they 
can change plans during 
the annual election period 
which runs until December 
7,” Blye said.

For more information or 
for questions, patients can 
call the Montefi ore customer 
service line at 855-226-3071 
or the Medicare customer 
service line at 1-800-MEDI-
CARE.

Monte to stop accepting 
UnitedHealthcare 

Medicare Advantage

Shop In Our 
Classified 

Pages 
and Save 

Money

Colleen M. Blye, CFO and ex-
ecutive vice president of Mon-
tefi ore Health System. 
 Photo courtesy of Montefi ore Health 
System
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BY ROBERT WIRSING
A local football club is 

preparing its players for 
success on and off the fi eld.

Ray Baxter, Northeast 
Elite Rebels head coach and 
offensive coordinator, re-
formed the Bronx Rebels, 
a youth football club, and 
transformed it into an adult 
football club.

He said it was a natural 
fi t to bring the Elite back, 
formerly a college club team, 
but as a team for those who 
want to play on a disciplined 
team.

The Elite use football as 
a way to motivate college-
age city men into advancing 
their education beyond high 
school.

“We also work off the 
fi eld with players when we 
can, assisting with resume 
writing, obtaining job inter-
views or even mentorship,” 
he said. “I’ve found myself 
talking to guys at two in 
the morning just because 
they needed someone to talk 
them down from a situation 
or needed advice.”

The Rebels were formed 
in 1987 by fi ve individuals 
who previously coached 
the Bronx Trojans, another 
youth group that played in 
the storied Buddy Young 
Football League in Harlem.

The team sported the 
Trojans’ black and gold col-
ors when they played at Wil-
liamsbridge Oval.

Over the years, the Reb-

els changed fi elds, coaches 
and their colors from ma-
roon and gold to maroon and 
white.

From 2005 to 2011, the 
Rebels played at Evanders 
Childs High School in a 
partnership with the Take 
the Field program brokered 
by the New York Giants.

The team’s motto and 
passion remains the same - 
Rebel Power - Rebel Pride - 
the power to overcome any 
challenge and take pride in 
the program and its players.

“We teach family, as once 
you are a Rebel you will al-
ways be a Rebel,” explained 
Baxter.

Several Rebels have 
found success as scientists, 
accountants and family 
men.

Ari Nissim, Rebels player 
from 1993 to 1994, became a 
NY Jets director of Football 
Administration and is now 
a Roc Nation agent.

Baxter folded the pro-
gram in 2011 and began 
coaching with Monroe Col-
lege from 2012 to 2014, but 
left when his parents be-
came ill.

Following his mother’s 
passing in 2015, several 
young men who played for 
Baxter asked to restart the 
Rebels.

Baxter assembled a 
coaching staff and re-
launched the program.

The Elite were once the 
original collegiate foot-

ball program in NYC and 
played against the Univer-
sity of Maine, University of 
Vermont and Eastern Con-
necticut University among 
others.

The team competes in 
the Triboro Football League 
against such teams as the 
Long Island Eagles, New 
York Crusaders and Brook-
lyn Bobcats.

Notable Elites include 
Collegiate Elite Team 
alumni offensive lineman 
Erol Brentou, defensive end 
Leroy Berbick and defensive 
tackle Chris Whitaker; run-
ning backs Darryl Shuler, 
Trimmel Williams and Do-
nell Carter; receivers De 
Angelo Perry and Marcellus 
Smallwood; tight end/full-
back David Miranda; strong 
safety Rashod McNulty; 
linebacker Kyle Justin and 
safety Jay Gomes.

Baxter would like to 
thank Charles Williams, de-
fensive coordinator; Steve 
O’Bryant, offensive/de-
fensive line coach; Shawn 
O’Connor, Special Teams-
Strength and Conditioning 
trainer and Crystal Taylor, 
administrator for their help 
with the Elite.

Tryouts resume in late 
January.

For information, contact 
Baxter at (718) 450-0209 or 
rbj6265@gmail.com.

The Elite can be found on 
Facebook at www.facebook.
com/northeasteliterebels/.

Northeast Elite Rebels, 
a second family for all

Northeast Elite Rebels Football Club players, coaches, administrators and supporters. 
 Photo courtesy of Varahn Chamblee

BY PATRICK ROCCHIO
The holiday season is 

being celebrated through-
out the borough by many 
organizations.

From tree lightings 
in Throggs Neck and 
Westchester Square to toy 
giveaways and ongoing pro-
motions at some 80 stores 
in the Fordham Road Busi-
ness Improvement District, 
there will be a lot to do 
and experience in coming 
weeks. 

In Throggs Neck, As-
semblyman Michael Bene-
detto and the Throggs Neck 
Merchants Association 
are teaming up to bring 
the community its annual 
Christmas Tree Lighting 
and visit from Santa, who 
will be giving out toys, 
courtesy of the merchants, 
to the kids on Sunday, De-
cember 3 in an event be-
ginning at 5 p.m. at Derosa 
O’Boyle Triangle. 

After the tree is lit, 
Santa Claus is typically 
spirited to the location on 
a fi re truck provided by 
Edgewater Park Volunteer 
Fire Department, and gives 
away gifts and takes pic-
tures with the children. 

Once again this year, 
the assemblyman said, the 
St. Benedict’s Choir will 
entertain the children and 
their families.

“There is a rather fes-
tive atmosphere,” said 
Benedetto. “It is a commu-
nity affair bringing peo-
ple together and everyone 
has warmth in his or her 
hearts.”

“It is a great kickoff to 
the holiday season,” said 
Bob Jaen, TNMA president, 
adding that the merchants 
will distribute over 1,000 
toys.

Over on Fordham Road, 
Santa Claus is coming to 
town at Bryan Park on Fri-
day, December 1 from 6 to 

9 p.m. for the 13th Annual 
Sparkling in the Heart of 
Fordham kick-off event. 

Toys will be distributed 

to the fi rst 600 children, and 
there will be music, perfor-
mances by Fordham Uni-
versity’s Gloria Dei Choir 
and entertainer Rhina Val-
entin, along with raffl es 
and prizes. 

There will be a lighting 
of a 20-foot tree in the park 
as well. 

 “It is packed every 
year,” said Daniel Bern-
stein, Fordham Road BID 
deputy director, speaking 
of the December 1st extrav-
aganza. “Last year we had 
3,500 people.” 

The event kicks off a 
promotion that includes 
discounts at 80 merchants 
from December 1 to Sunday, 
December 17, said Daniel 
Bernstein, Fordham Road 
BID deputy director. 

Participating stores 
along the borough’s largest 
shopping strip are offering 
ten percent discounts, with 
shoppers who bring a BID 
newspaper advertisement, 
a MetroCard, a printout 
from the BID’s website or 

an invitation to the Decem-
ber 1 event having access to 
the discounts. 

The Westchester Square 

Business Improvement Dis-
trict will be hosting ‘old 
St. Nick’ at Williambridge 
Road and East Tremont 
Avenue during their fi fth 
annual Holidays in the 
Square event on Friday, De-
cember 8. 

Lisa Sorin, WSBID ex-
ecutive director, said that 
this year’s event will in-
clude not only Santa, who 
will be giving out toys to 
children while supplies last 
in Owen Dolen Park, but 
also yuletide carolers visit-
ing stores and stilt walkers 
entertaining crowds. 

The event will kick off 
at 5 p.m. that evening, she 
said, adding hot chocolate 
and cider will be served. 

At the Throggs Neck 
Shopping Center, children 
will have the opportunity 
to have their pictures taken 
with Santa Claus on Satur-
day, December 8 and Sun-
day, December 9 and on 
Saturday, December 16 and 
Sunday, December 17 be-
tween 2 and 7 p.m. 

Holiday season events taking 
place around the borough

There is a rather 
festive atmosphere. 

It is a community 
affair bringing 

people together 
and everyone has 
warmth in his or 

her hearts.
Assemblyman Michael 

Benedetto
At the annual Throggs Neck Christmas Tree Lighting he 

hosts with the Throggs Neck Merchants Association

S SSHOP OUR CLASSIFIED 
PAGES EVERY WEEK AND 

SAVE MONEY
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BY SARAH VALENZUELA
A building proposed for  

Pelham Bay may be a fore-
shadowing of the neighbor-
hood’s future. 

On Friday, November 17 
an application was fi led for 
the construction of a fi ve-
story building at 1730 Edi-
son Avenue, a block primar-
ily comprised of single- and 
two-family homes. 

Though the full building 
plan is not known at this 
time, community residents 
are concerned the property 
may cause more congestion 
within the already densely-
populated area.

“This block is really 
homey and cozy and it’s 
really family oriented so 
I don’t know if bringing a 
building with fi ve stories, 
how that would change the 
dynamics of the block,” said 
46-year-old Ernesto Llor-
ente, who lives on the block. 

 The building would re-
place a modest 1920s two-
story wood-frame house that 
currently occupies the site 
and, if implemented, would 
be the tallest structure on 
the block.

“I don’t see how they’re 
going to do that (build a 
5-story building),” the prop-
erty’s next door neighbor  
remarked. “I still don’t see 
how they’re going to build a 
fi ve-story apartment build-

ing between (those) two 
houses.”

Even though the parcel 
is several hundred feet from 
Westchester Avenue and the 
#6 IRT Buhre Avenue train 
station, Pelham Bay resi-

dents are concerned about 
the impact it will have on 
the already scarce street 
parking situation. 

Other local developers 
have built on Buhre Avenue 
and Middletown Road re-
cently without providing off 
street parking for the new 
tenants. 

The assumption has been 
that people who live close to 
train lines do not  own vehi-
cles and mostly rely on pub-
lic transportation and cabs. 

“For Pelham Bay, the zon-
ing that we have already in 
place is not really working 
for the needs of the commu-
nity,” said Michele Torrioni, 
who has lived in the commu-
nity her entire life and now 
at 50-years-old, she is the 
president of the Pelham Bay 
Taxpayers Association. 

“The fi rst thing people 

talk about when you go to 
any civic meeting is there’s 
nowhere to park a car. When 
are we going to start down-
zoning our area?” she con-
cluded.

District manager Mat-
thew Cruz of Community 
Board 10 said he received 
notifi cation of the building 
application from a NYC De-
partment of Buildings email 
on Monday, November 20.

“This is a another prop-
erty Pelham Bay will see 
that doesn’t fi t the character 
of the current community,” 
Cruz said. “Over the long 
term, if this is the way the 
(housing) market is moving, 
we look forward to working 
with our new council mem-
ber to ensure that we can 
protect the character of Pel-
ham Bay.”

A community facility 

is proposed for the ground 
fl oor in the application for 
the project, according to 
public data retrieved from 
DOB. 

Floors 2 through 5. will 
have two apartments each. 
There was no mention of on-
site parking.

When the Bronx Times 
Reporter contacted Kurv 
Architecture, the company 
designing the building, he 
did not offer any further de-
tails.

DOB is still reviewing 
the application. 

The new owners of the 
property have also chosen 
not  to comment as the proj-
ect is still in the planning 
phase, according to the ar-
chitect.

An application to demol-
ish the current structure 
has not been fi led yet.

Five-story, 10-unit building to replace PB house

The property sits next to a 1-family home on the right as well as a 
smaller two-story multi-family building on the left. 
 Community News Group/Sarah Valenzuela

The Bronx Times On-Line
Your world is 24/7... NOW so are we.

YOUR NEIGHBORHOOD - YOUR NEWS

BY PATRICK ROCCHIO
An annual tradition 

that’s been feeding the 
needy for 13 years is back 
this holiday season. 

The 49th Precinct Holi-
day Food Drive is now 
underway, with the pre-
cinct urging all commu-
nity members to drop off 
non-perishable items and 
canned food at their station 
at 2121 Eastchester Road 
from now until Wednesday, 
December 20. 

The following day, the 
food will be collected, 
brought together with 
items collected at area 
schools and by local orga-
nizations, and taken by 
cops and volunteers to the 
Bronx Jewish Community 
Council’s food pantry in 
Pelham Parkway. 

Additional food will be 
sent to St. Lucy’s Church, 
which has a small pantry 
on Bronxwood Avenue. 

All the food collected 
will stay in the 49th Pre-
cinct and Community 
Board 11 service area, said 
the drive’s coordinator, 
Joe Thompson, 49th Pre-
cinct Community Council 
president. 

“I would like to see peo-
ple come to the precinct 
and drop food off,” said 
Thompson, adding “A cou-
ple of cans of beans are not 
going to make that much 
difference to one family, 
but put it together with all 
the other donations and we 
can feed needy families in 
our community.” 

Thompson said that he 
expects 17,000 pounds to be 

collected this year, adding 
that the need continues to 
grow every year. 

He said that there are 
many toy drives before 
Christmas, but not many 
food drives after Thanks-
giving. 

“We have to realize that 
the same people who are 
hungry at Thanksgiving 
are hungry at Christmas,” 
he said, adding “It is great 
when a family can sit down 
to a nice Christmas Eve 
dinner.” 

Community Affairs cops 
detective Jay Sturdivant 
and police officer David 
Lepore urged the public to 
stop by the station to drop 
off non-perishable food. 

“Assisting with this 
annual food drive always 
gives me great pleasure to 

know that some families in 
need will be able to have a 
decent meal,” said Sturdi-
vant. 

Lepore said that the pre-
cinct is looking forward to 
another successful food 
drive for the 2017 holiday 
season. 

“Each year the amount 
of food collected grows as 
does the participation from 
the community as a whole,” 
said Lepore. “We hope to 
again collect even more 
food this year and have al-
ready been contacted by lo-
cal schools whose students 
are eager to help the pre-
cinct on the day of the col-
lection.”

Thompson said that 
schools and organizations 
participating in the drive 
are P.S. 83, P.S. 108, P.S. 

105, Van Nest Academy, the 
Councilwoman Madeline 
Provenzano Educational 
Campus and Cub Scout 
Pack #162. 

Typically, in the case 
of the schools, each class-
room collects food for two 
to three weeks and then it’s 
brought to the food pantry 
by volunteers and police of-
ficers. 

Cub Scout Pack #162 has 
spent an afternoon during 
the drive outside of Big 
Deal Supermarket collect-
ing food from customers in 
previous years. 

Additionally, Thompson 
said that in previous years 
local businesses like Mae-
stro’s, F&J Pine and Kings 
Harbor as well as some 
individuals have donated 
turkeys to the precinct’s 

drive. 
“They are part of our 

close knit little family,” 
said Thompson of the tur-
key donors. 

All donated turkeys are 
given to local senior cen-
ters for distribution to the 
elderly, he said. 

Annual 49th Precinct Holiday 
Food Drive kicks off 

“I would like to see people 
come to the precinct and drop 
food off.” – Joe Thompson, 49th 
Precinct Community Council 
president on the precinct’s 
annual food drive for its com-
munity.
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Bronxites’ spirits were merry and bright for this year’s holiday season. The holiday season opened in the 
Bronx with a marching band, the lighting of a 25-foot Christmas tree and a visit from Jolly Old St. Nick 
at the Mall at Bay Plaza’s inaugural Tree Lighting Ceremony on Friday, November 17.

Bronxites’ spirits were merry and bright for this year’s hololollllidididddididididididdaaaaaaaaay season. The holiday season opened in the 
ith hi b d th li hti f 2 f t Ch i t t d i it f ll Old St i k

Mall At Bay Plaza Welcomes Mall At Bay Plaza Welcomes 
The Holiday SeasonThe Holiday Season

1 2

3

4

1) Councilman King (l) and Brian Melford, City 
Council special assistant, celebrated the begin-
ning of the holiday season.

2) King (l) and Maranda Ashkar, Mall at Bay Plaza 
director of mall management and marketing, lit 
the massive Christmas tree.

3) Pete Nagasar, assistant director of security  at 
Bay Plaza, wished everyone a happy holiday.

4) King had a holly jolly time celebrating the holi-
days with residents.

5) (l-r) Councilman King, Mrs. Claus, Santa Claus 
and Senator Jamaal Bailey wished Bronxites of all 
ages a happy holiday season.

6

6) The Mall at Bay Plaza’s Inaugural Tree Lighting 
Ceremony begins.

5





ditional 5,600 square feet of 
space that includes a box 
offi ce encased in a glass 
façade, as well as new rest 
rooms and administrative 
offi ces. 

The renovations also 
include modifi cations to 
the existing lobby, as well 
as bringing the 37-year-old 
building up to Americans 
with Disability Act stan-
dards. 

Borough President Ru-
ben Diaz Jr., a Lehman 
College graduate who allo-
cated $850,000 to the proj-
ect, said at the ceremonial 
groundbreaking that he 
was thankful for the af-
fordable education that he 
received at the college and 
said that the work that Le-
hman does is important in 
spreading the word about 
the borough. 

“When you look at arts 
– music, song and dance – 
that is part of the DNA as 
who we are as the ‘Boogie 
Down Bronx,’” said Diaz in 
his remarks. “To be able to 
fund this is the easy part 

because you are an institu-
tion that is an ambassador 
that everything that we 
represent as a borough.” 

The borough president 
said that Lehman Center 
for the Performing Arts 
provides an affordable 
amenity to Bronxites and 
to people from beyond the 
borough’s borders. 

He added that the center 
is able to highlight a myr-
iad of music including hip-
hop, salsa, doo-wop and 
choral music. 

Eva Bornstein, Lehman 
Center executive direc-
tor, said the renovations, 
which she hopes will also 
include new seating, would 
make the concert-going ex-
perience even more memo-
rable. 

“We want to enhance 
their experience while go-
ing to the concerts,” said 
Bornstein of concertgoers. 
“A performing arts center 
is a gathering of a commu-
nity, so you want to make it 
as pleasant and memorable 
for them as you possibly 
can.” 

José Luis Cruz, Leh-
man College’s president, 
said that fi rst and fore-
most, one goal is to make 
the building more acces-
sible in terms of ADA com-
pliance. 

The new enhanced 
space should include a 
more welcoming lobby that 
can better accommodate 
intermission crowds, said 
Cruz, adding that 150,000 

people use the center every 
year. 

“For years the space has 
served as a venue for some 
of the world’s best known 
performing artists,” said 
Cruz. “I am thrilled that 
one of the borough’s great-
est treasures will undergo 
this important makeover 
and thank all who have 
provided funding for this 
project.”

A mixture of sources 
including the governor’s 
and borough president’s 
offi ces, and the Bronx Del-
egation of the NYC City 
Council and NYS legisla-
ture provided funding.

Elected offi cials attend-
ing the ceremony included 
Diaz, Assemblyman Jeff 
Dinowitz, Assemblyman 
José Rivera and Council-
man Andrew Cohen. 
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from Page 1

Call
718.260.2555

..to advertise 
your business in our 

Classifi ed Section 
and get.. 

Real Results!

FIRE AT SAM’S SHOE SERVICE AND REPAIR

Firefi ghters responded to a 1-alarm fi re at Sam’s Shoe Service and Repair on 2143 Cruger Av-
enue on Friday, November 24 at 11:45 a.m. No injuries were reported in this ongoing investiga-
tion.                                               Photo by Edwin Soto

FIRE AT SAM’S SHOE SERVICE AND REPAIR

Four St. Catharine Academy students are recovering after a science experiment went wrong. 
School president Sr. Patricia Wolf said a teacher was performing a demonstration in chemistry 
lab using a fl ame and alcohol during fi rst period on Wednesday, November 28 at 8:45 a.m. when 
the fl ame grew bigger than expected and singed four students’ faces like a sunburn. The sopho-
mores were taken to Jacobi Medical Center with minor burns and at least one student suffered 
respiratory injuries.  They are expected to make a full recovery. A hazmat crew responded to the 
scene and determined there was no contamination and danger to other students. The victims’ 
families were immediately notifi ed and all other families received a text alert within a hour of 
the incident. The school remained opened and classes resumed during fourth period. School of-
fi cials said the teacher involved has been with the school for three years, has a lot of experience 
in the chemistry lab and is distraught over the accident.     Photo by Edwin Soto

(l-r) Judith Bergtraum, CUNY vice chancellor for facilities planning, construction and management; 
Eva Bornstein, Lehman Center for the Performing Arts executive director; James Milliken, CUNY chan-
cellor; José Luis Cruz, Lehman College president; Borough President Ruben Diaz, Jr; Assemblyman 
José Rivera; Assemblyman Jeff Dinowitz and Councilman Andrew Cohen raise a shovel during the 
ceremonial groundbreaking. Photo courtesy of Lehman Studios

Lehman College Begins Performing Arts Center Renovation
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TOP DRIVER DISTRACTIONS
ADVERTORIAL

Using mobile phones
Leading the list of the 

top distractions behind the 
wheel are mobile phones. 
Phones now do more than 
just place calls, and driv-
ers often cannot pull away 
from their phones, even 
when driving. According to 
the California Department 
of Motor Vehicles, studies 
have shown that driving 
performance is lowered 
and the level of distraction 
is higher for drivers who 
are heavily engaged in cell 

phone conversations. The 
use of a hands-free device 
does not lower distraction 
levels. The percentage of 
vehicle crashes and near-
crashes attributed to di-
aling is nearly identical 
to the number associated 
with talking or listening. 

Daydreaming
Many people will admit 

to daydreaming behind 
the wheel or looking at a 
person or object outside of 
the car  for too long. Per-

haps they’re checking out 
a house in a new neighbor-
hood or thought they saw 
someone they knew on the 
street corner. It can be easy 
to veer into the direction 
your eyes are focused, caus-
ing an accident. In addition 
to trying to stay focused on 
the road, some drivers pre-
fer the help of lane depar-
ture warning systems.

Eating
Those who haven’t quite 

mastered walking and 

chewing gum at the same 
time may want to avoid 
eating while driving. The 
majority of foods require a 
person’s hands to be taken 
off of the wheel and their 
eyes to be diverted from the 
road. Reaching in the back 
seat to share some French 
fries with the kids is also 
distracting. 

Try to eat meals before 
getting in the car. For 
those who must snack 
while en route, take a 
moment to pull over at 

a rest area and spend 10
minutes snacking there 
before resuming the
trip.

Reading
Glancing at an adver-

tisement, updating a Fa-
cebook status or reading
a book are all activities 
that should be avoided 
when driving. Even pour-
ing over a traffic map or 
consulting the digital 
display of a GPS system 
can be distracting.


