
BY  BOB GUILIANO
Proposed plans for zoning 

changes in School District 8 were 
discussed at a town hall meeting 
on Monday, November 20 at the 
Bronx Delta School/P.S. 392.

The District 8 Community 
Education Council and the NYC 
Department of Education pre-
sented a Throggs Neck Rezon-
ing Proposal, necessitated by the 
completion of the P.S. 14 Annex, 
to concerned parents and resi-
dents.

The proposal would fi ll a need 

to change current zones for P.S. 
14, P.S. 71 and P.S./M.S. 72, as 
well as create zones for P.S. 304 
and Bronx Delta to alleviate 
overcrowding in some parts of 
the district.

The rezoning, if approved, 
would initially impact only in-
coming pre-k and kindergarten 
students, or students that are 
new to the area schools in 2018-
19, according to the proposal.

The DOE is proposing the 
changes to the current school 

BY BOB GUILIANO
Plans to develop residential 

housing for veterans and seniors 
got a boost from Community 
Board 12 at its meeting on Thurs-
day, November 16.

The board granted a waiver to 
The Doe Fund to build housing in 
a manufacturing zone, converting 
the former Sgt. Joseph Muller U.S. 
Army Reserve Center in Wakefi eld 
into long-term affordable housing.

“We worked with The Doe Fund 
and they presented a project of 90 
studio apartments of permanent 

residential housing,” said CB 12 
district manager George Torres.

When the board met on Novem-
ber 16, The Doe Fund made a com-
mitment that a portion of the cen-
ter’s units, at 555 Nereid Avenue, 
would be set aside for formerly 
homeless veterans. 

Plans also call for a parking lot 
at 4449 Bronx Boulevard that can 
accommodate 23 cars.

“When it was fi rst proposed as 
a 200-men bed shelter, (The Doe 
Fund) was just making minor 

BY BOB GUILIANO
The commissioner of the NYC 

Department of Social Services 
responded to issues raised by 
a nearby 1,130-unit gated coop 
complex over a homeless shelter 
set to open at 233 Landing Road 
in University Heights.

Commissioner Steven Banks’ 
letter, dated Wednesday, No-
vember 15, was addressed to the 
Fordham Hill Owners Corpora-
tion, that oversees the  9-build-
ing hi-rise development in Uni-
versity Heights.

The coop’s board of directors 
had blasted the NYC Depart-
ment of Homeless Services over 
residents’ concerns about the 
all-adult male shelter in a letter 
dated Friday, November 3. 

In Banks’ letter, he thanks 
the FHOC board for its letter that 
related their concerns over the 
“transitional and affordable hous-
ing facility that will open at 233 
Landing Road and be operated by 
the Bowery Residents’ Committee, 
a not-for-profi t service provider 
partner.”

The commissioner’s com-
ments were not well-received by 
Rachel Miller-Bradshaw, FHOC 
board vice president, and Myrna 
Calderon, board president.

“Banks is more worried about 
negative media coverage and not 
looking bad to his boss than he is 
about actually engaging the com-
munity and being concerned with 
the safety of the residents where 
he is actually putting these shel-
ters,” Miller-Bradshaw said. 

She also mentioned the effect 
on the property values within 
the community.

Miller-Bradshaw found 
Banks’ generically-addressed 
letter disrespectful, because the 
November 3 letter the board sent 
him was signed by four direc-
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Stop Human Traffi cking
Talitha Cumi Urban Etiquette Leadership Academy and residents rallied 
against human traffi cking at the Human Traffi cking Stops With Us March 
on Saturday, November 18 in Allerton. Joesph Thompson, 49th Precinct 
Community Council president, joined others in raising awareness of the 
silent epidemic affecting our borough. See more photos on page.  
   Photo by Edwin Soto

Commissioner
responds 
to shelter 
concerns

Plans advance to house 
homeless vets

SD 8 proposes massive 
zoning changes

P.S. 14 CREATES
STUDENT SHIFT
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POT of GOLD
Sherbee Antiques is a family-owned business that has been 

serving the tri-state area for over 60 years. 
We buy from the full contents of homes and estates 

to single items. We specialize in high-end goods such as 
antiques, art, fi ne porcelain, lighting, bronzes and sculptures. 

We have particular interest in fi ne jewelry, timepieces, 
diamonds, gold and silver. 

If you call we will come to you, free of charge, and evaluate 
what you are selling. We know the value of your possessions 
and are willing to pay top dollar on the spot. Please feel free 
to call seven days a week for a free same day consultation.

You may be sitting on a large fortune. 
Call Sherbee Antiques. They’ll tell you how much.

CALL TODAY 917-748-7622 OR 718-762-7448 
You’ll be glad you did.

Sherbee  Antiques
Est. 1940

SYSCO  Metro NY
Sysco Metro NY is hiring CDL A DRIVERS 

for BRONX DEPOT!!!

• Class A Commercial Driver’s License and clean driving record

• Must be at least 21 years old

• Offering competitive benefits package, retirement savings plan and generous PTO
•Potential to earn $27+ per hour with incentive pay 

•Clean driving record required

$10K SIGN ON BONUS!!
Apply online at careers.sysco.com

Call for more Info: (201)433-2000 ext.2713

Join us for our Job Fair!
20 Theodore Conrad Drive Jersey City,NJ,07305Saturday, December 2nd 2017, 9AM-12PM  -

*for those w/ 1+ years of verifiable DOT experience*

BY BOB GUILIANO
A fi lm crew shot some 

scenes from the TV series 
‘The Americans’ on E. 
Tremont Avenue on Tues-
day, November 21.

Several cast members 
were fi lmed walking past 
several store fronts, in-
cluding Big Three Wine 
and Liquor, Richies Meat 
Market and Pastosa Ravi-
oli, between Schley and 
Roosevelt avenues.

The producers were 
“looking for a certain type 
of look, something that 
can revert back to the ’70s 
and ’80s, which is when 
the show takes place,” said 
Bobby Jaen, president of 
the Throggs Neck Mer-
chants Association.

The Americans is a 
5-season TV series on FX 
about the marriage of two 
KGB spies posing as Amer-
icans in suburban Wash-
ington, D.C., during the 
Reagan administration.

The producers “did 
their due diligence and 
were shooting about seven 
or eight places in the neigh-
borhood,” Jaen said, fi lm-
ing only street shots.

For its cooperation, the 
TNMA is receiving $1,500 
in donations to charities 
from the show, according 
to Jaen.

The three donations of 
$500 each for charities are 
planned to go to one for 
the handicapped, one for 
the hungry and one to take 
care of children, Jaen said. 

One recipient plans to 
take its $500 and give it to 
two churches in the neigh-
borhood.

In the show, the ar-
ranged marriage of Philip 
(Matthew Rhys) and Eliza-
beth Jennings (Keri Rus-
sell) grows more passion-
ate and genuine by the day, 
but as the pressures and 
demands of the job grow 
heavier, the personal toll 
becomes almost too ex-
hausting to bear, accord-
ing to the show’s website: 
http://www.fxnetworks.
c om /s how s/t he - a me r i -
cans.

Having revealed their 
true identities to their 
teenage daughter Paige 
(Holly Taylor), Philip and 
Elizabeth’s ability to pro-
tect their cover and their 
family’s safety has become 
even more tenuous.

Even as Paige pushes 
her parents to bring her 
deeper into their confi -
dence, Philip and Elizabeth 
struggle to maintain nor-
malcy in their family, es-
pecially around their son, 
Henry (Keidrich Sellati). 

Paige’s budding ro-
mance with Matthew, the 
son of their neighbor, FBI 
agent Stan Beeman (Noah 
Emmerich), further com-
plicates matters since Stan 
— Philip’s best friend — re-
mains the greatest threat 
to the Jennings’ safety.

He and his partner, 
agent Dennis Aderholt 
(Brandon J. Dirden) are on 
the task force that seeks to 
uncover the Soviet illegals 
living among them.

After Stan’s KGB lover/
asset Nina was sent back 
to Moscow and executed 
for treason, he cultivated 
a relationship with KGB 
offi cer Oleg Burov (Costa 
Ronin), who, torn between 
duty and conscience, 
shared top Soviet secret 
intel with Stan that al-
lowed the FBI to avert a 
potentially catastrophic 
loss of life. 

Disillusioned with the 
KGB, Oleg returns home 
to Russia, but he is fi nding 
it harder to escape his past 
transgressions than he 
had hoped.

As the Cold War rages 
on, paranoia on both sides 
reaches new heights, mak-
ing Philip and Elizabeth’s 
work increasingly vital – 
and eminently more peril-
ous.

‘The Americans’ cable series 
fi lmed in Throggs Neck

The production crew prepares to fi lm a scene from the FX TV series ‘The Americans’ in the 3800 block 
of E. Tremont Avenue in the Bronx on Tuesday, November 21. Community News Group/Bob Guiliano



3
      B

R
O

N
X

 W
E

E
K

L
Y

 N
o

v
e

m
b

e
r

 2
6

, 2
0

1
7

 
w

w
w

.B
X

T
im

e
s

.c
o

m

“A Miracle In The Making!” - CBS TV
  One on One Tutoring for K–12th grade
  Below, At or Above Grade Level Students
  LD - ADD - ADHD - Dyslexia - Special Needs
  Your child will read better, faster with greater fluency and comprehension  

   advancing one year every 4–8 weeks
  Grades, confidence and self esteem will soar as they learn to love reading 

   and school
  Your 3, 4, & 5 year old will learn 15–30 words in the 1st session
  No contracts – Open 7 days a week
  FREE Consultation – 35 Years Certified Experience

ACHIEVE  
3 TO 6 YEARS OF  

READING IMPROVEMENT 
IN ONE YEAR!!!

Dicker Reading Method
75 Brook Street, Scarsdale | 914.472.0600 | www.DickerReading.com

CHILDREN AT OR 
BELOW GRADE 

LEVEL WILL BECOME 
THE BEST READERS 

IN THEIR CLASS

WATCH OUR VIDEOS TO LEARN MORE   www.DickerReading.com

SOLVE YOUR CHILD’S 
READING PROBLEM



zones to alleviate over-
crowding at P.S./M.S. 71; 
allow for removal of porta-
ble classrooms at P.S./M.S. 
71; minimize the number 
of students who currently 
require busing; and elimi-
nate travel hardship for 
students currently liv-
ing in the area of Throggs 
Neck that is zoned to P.S. 
182 for elementary school 
and to M.S. 375/M.S. 448 
for middle school.

Under the proposed 
changes all future Coun-
try Club and Spencer Es-
tate students, that once fed 
into P.S./M.S. 71, a pre-K to 
grade 8 school, will now be 
zoned to attend a pre-k to 
5th grade school.

The proposed zone 
changes will take effect for 
admissions to the 2018-19 
school year, if approved by 
the CEC.

Changes that SD 8 fami-
lies can expect as a result 
of the rezoning include:

• Some students in the 
southern, eastern and 

western portions of the cur-
rent P.S./M.S. 71 zone will 
be zoned to P.S. 14, while 
residents in the northern 
portion of P.S./M.S. 71’s 
current zone will remain 
zoned to P.S./M.S. 71.

• Students residing in 
the portion of the current 
P.S. 14 zone that is adjacent 
to the P.S. 72 zone east of 
the Throgs Neck Express-
way will now be zoned to 
Bronx Delta.

• Some students resid-
ing in the eastern por-
tion of the current P.S. 
182 zone will no longer 
need to travel to the other 
side of the district (across 
the Westchester Creek) to 
reach their zoned school.

The 2018 kindergarten 
application will open No-
vember 28, 2017, and close 
January 12, 2018. 

All applications submit-
ted by the deadline are con-
sidered equally. There is 
no “fi rst come, fi rst served 
basis.”

The CEC plans to vote 
on the Throgs Neck rezon-

ing proposal on December 
20. 

Anyone affected by the 
rezoning is asked to check 
their applications between 
December 22 and January 
12, 2018, to make sure it re-
fl ects their preferences.

The proposed rezoning 
is expected to change stu-
dent enrollment and space 
allocations at each school. 

P.S./M.S. 71’s total en-
rollment is expected to 
decrease from about 1,649 
students in 2017-18 to about 
1,356 students. 

P.S. 14’s total enroll-
ment would increase from 
547 students in 2017-18 to 
about 902. 

P.S. 72’s student enroll-
ment is expected to de-
crease from 828 students 
in 2017-18 to about 667 stu-
dents. 

And P.S. 304’s total en-
rollment is expected to in-
crease from 507 students 
in 2017-18 to about 565 stu-
dents.

tors.
“To send the letter ‘To 

Whom It May Concern,’ 
sounds very ambigious 
and disregarding as if he 
did not know that four 
board members signed our 
letter,” Miller-Bradshaw 
said. 

“It should have been ad-
dressed to ‘Dear Fordham 
Hill Board of Directors and 
shareholders.’ That’s disre-
garding such a large coop-
erative. He’s not aware we 
are the largest and longest 
running privately owned 
cooperative in New York 
City. So to just disrespect 
us like we’re not an infl u-
ence in the community still 
just shows how the city has 
treated us in this whole 
situation with 233 Landing 
Road,” she added.

Miller-Bradshaw felt 
that Banks letter “didn’t ad-
dress any of our needs, con-
cerns and specifi c requests 
that we asked for. None of 
it. As if he disregarded it 
and (saying) we’re moving 
forward with how we want 
to proceed and what you 
think about our moving 
into your community does 
not even matter.”

Calderon agreed with 
Miller-Bradshaw, saying 
that Banks’ did not ad-
dress safety concerns, and 
just wrote a generic letter 
saying this is what we’re 
doing to pacify the commu-
nity.

Calderon said, “If they 
had bothered to consult 
with the community, there 
would have been a whole 
different outcome. They 
would have realized this 
is the worst possible loca-
tion.” 

She noted nearby day-
cares and a park heavily 
used by area children.

Calderon called the 
shelter “a real nightmare. 
If you have 200 homeless 
men, the majority are 
probably harmless and 
some of them are homeless 
through no fault of their 
own, but you only need a 
few, a handful, that are 
problems.”

Regarding law enforce-
ment, Calderon said that 
Banks never consulted 
with the 52nd Precinct 
about plans for the shel-
ter, and the precinct only 
found out when the board 
brought it to their atten-
tion.

“An offi cer told me this 
is crazy, this is a night-
mare for them, that they 
are not equipped.

“This shelter was not 
even slated in the budget 
and even thought about, 
but now you’re going to 
have to provide more po-
lice offi cers,” Calderon 

said. “When you call the 
precinct, it takes them so 
long to get here.”

Banks referred to the 
town hall held on Wednes-
day, October 25, when DHS 
and BRC met with commu-
nity residents about the 
site. 

Senior offi cials who par-
ticipated included Jackie 
Bray, DHS’s fi rst deputy 
commissioner, and Muzzy 
Rosenblatt, the CEO of 
BRC.

In June of 2017, more 
than six months before the 
site was scheduled to open, 
DHS and BRC engaged 
with Fordham Hill Coop-
erative board of directors 
in a meeting that included 
Councilman Fernando Ca-
brera and BRC chief pro-
gram offi cer David Tatum, 
according to Banks.

He wrote that on-site 
services will include 
case management, hous-
ing placement assistance, 
screening/assessment/in-
terventions for substance 
use disorders, and an in-
tensive, primary focus on 
employment that places 
vocational skills, career-
readiness, job training and 
employment counseling. 

No less than an eight-
member security detail 
and a supervisor will 
control the building’s  en-
trances, and monitor 69 se-
curity cameras, per shift, 
over a 24-hour period. 

A community advisory 
board will be formed and 
hold regular meetings to 
maintain open, ongoing 
dialogue with the commu-
nityBanks wrote. 

BRC will aim to hire 
from the local community 
as they fi ll job openings 
and available positions at 
this facility, according to 
Banks.
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Commissioner responds 
to shelter concerns

Steven Banks, commissioner of 
NYC Department of Social Ser-
vices. Courtesy photo

Board members of the Community Education Council District 8, hold a town hall meeting at the Bronx 
Delta School, P.S. 392, 650 Hollywood Avenue on Monday, November 20. (l-r) Dr. Karen Ames, District 8 
superintendent; Eduardo Hernandez, vice president; and Aurora Ronda, treasurer. Also present were 
Gerard Cannon, second vice president; and Gary Wheeler, member. Absent were Raquel Smith, mem-
ber; and Lourdes Jibodh, member. Community News Group/Bob Guiliano

P.S. 14 creates student shift; SD 
8 proposes zoning changes
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Congressman Joseph Crowley

Senator Jeff Klein

Assemblyman Mark Gjonaj

Con Edison

D J Ambulette

AJ Recycling

MetroOptics

John Collazzi

Ensign Engineering

Crosstown Diner

Nex-Gen Ready Mix Cement

Throggs Neck Homeowners

Sanitation Salvage

Colonial Management

Ciminello Property

Schuyler Hill Funeral Home

Pilgrim Pharmacy

Hutchinson Metro Center

Bobby Jaen

Thomas Messina

Sireci Family Dental

NY Botanical Garden

Crown Towing

Brewskis

Milea Auto

Seal Tite Builders

2800 Bruckner Boulevard

Charles Rutenberg Realty

Rickey and Elaine Ricciardi

Burns Rodriguez and Assciation

Muscle Maker Grill

Steven Fusco Sewer Service

Empire City Casino

Robyn J. Burchman D.M.D

Law Offi ce of Thomas Lavin

James Lewis CPA

Law Offi ce of Patrick Wynne

Dr. Albert Graziosa M.D.

J & L Tank Repairs, LLC.

Edgewater Park Owners Coop

Capital Shield Agency

Havana Café 

Ice House Café

Bronx Times Reporter

Just Nuts

The Wicked Wolf

Dermatology and

Surgery Associates

Tommy’s Pizza

Throggs Neck Auto Center

T & L Trophies

F & J Pine Restaurant

P. J. Brady’s

Michael Anthony Hair Lounge

Giordano’s Big G Inc.

McDonalds

Modern Fruit

Skibbos Beer Distributors

Barino’s Market

On behalf of all the Members of the Throggs 
Neck Halloween Parade Committee I would like 
to thank the following businesses and individuals 
for their generous contributions to the 34th 
Annual Throggs Neck Halloween Parade

Assemblyman
Michael R. Benedetto
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BRIDAL FASHION
KLEINFELD BRIDAL SAMPLE STUDIO
123 West 20th Street, New York, NY 10011 
(2nd fl oor across from Kleinfeld Bridal) 
(917) 388-2341 
www.kleinfeldbridal.com/sample-studio

TUXEDOS
TUXEDO WORLD OF STATEN ISLAND
2791 Richmond Avenue, #6, 
Staten Island, NY 10314, (718) 698-4859 
www.tuxedoworldsi.com

CATERING & VENUES
ATLAS STEAKHOUSE
943 Coney Island Avenue 
off  18th Avenue, Brooklyn, NY
(646) 494-7227, www.AtlasSteak.com
BAY RIDGE MANOR
476 76th Street, Brooklyn
(718) 748-8855
www.bayridgemanor.com
CELEBRATE AT SNUG HARBOR
(718) 442-2700 
www.celebrate-snug.com  
events@celebrate-snug.com
EDIBLE ARRANGEMENTS
133-22 Springfi eld Blvd., (718) 528-3344
158-18 Cross Bay Blvd., (718) 848-3344
1357 Fulton Street, (718) 622-3344
1557 Ralph Avenue, (718) 451-3344
www.ediblearrangements.com/
stores/StoreLocator.aspx
GLEN TERRACE
5313 Avenue N, Brooklyn, (718) 252-4614
GRAND OAKS COUNTRY CLUB
200 Huguenot Avenue, Staten Island
(718) 356–2771, www.grandoaksnyc.com
GRAND PROSPECT HALL
263 Prospect Avenue, Brooklyn 
(718) 788-0777, www.grandprospecthall.com
HUNTERS STEAK HOUSE
9404 Fourth Avenue, Brooklyn, NY 11209 
(718) 238-8899
www.HuntersSteakhouse.com
IL FORNETTO
2902 Emmons Avenue in Brooklyn 
(718) 332-8494
www.ilFornettoRestaurant.com

MARBELLA RESTAURANT
220-33 Northern Boulevard 
Bayside, NY 11361, (718) 423-0100 
www.marbella-restaurant.com
PARADISE CATERING HALL
51 Avenue U, Brooklyn, NY 11223
(718) 372-4352 
www.theparadisecateringhall.com
THE PEARL ROOM
8518 - 3rd Avenue
Brooklyn, NY 11209
(718) 833-6666 
www.pearlroombklyn.com
SCHNITZEL HAUS
7319 5th Avenue, Bay Ridge, NY 11029
(718) 836-5600, www.schnitzelhausny.com
ROCCO’S TACOS
339 Adams Street, Brooklyn, NY 11201
(718) 246-8226, roccostacos.net 
SIRICO’S CATERERS
8015-23 13th Avenue, Brooklyn 
(718) 331-2900, www.siricoscaterers.net
SOTTO 13
5140 West 13th Street, New York, NY
(212) 647-1001, sotto13.com
TERRACE ON THE PARK
52-11 111 Street, Flushing, NY 11368 
(718) 592-5000
www.terraceonthepark.com
THE VANDERBILT AT SOUTH BEACH
300 Father Capodanno Boulevard 
Staten Island, NY
(718) 447-0800 
www.vanderbiltsouthbeach.com

FAVORS & INVITATIONS
THE BRONX DESIGN GROUP
2914 Westchester Avenue
Bronx, NY 10461
(718) 409-9874, Ext. 106
danielles@bronxdesign.com
UNFORGETTABLE EVENTS
2049 Flatbush Avenue in Brooklyn, 
(718) 377-4535
FLORISTS
FLORAL FANTASY
3031 Quentin Road in Brooklyn, 
(718) 998-7060 or
(800) 566–8380 
www.fl oralfantasyny.com
FLOWERS BY MASSENET
Jamaica, Queens, NY
(347) 724-7044 
(718) 526-3725
HENRY’S FLORIST
8103 Fifth Avenue in Brooklyn 
(800) 543-6797 or (718) 238–3838 
www.henrysfl oristweddingevents.com
MARINE FLORIST AND DECORATORS
1995 Flatbush Avenue in Brooklyn 
(800) 447-6730 or (718) 338-3600
www.marinefl orists.com

LIMOUSINE SERVICES
MILA LIMOUSINE CORPORATION
(718) 232-8973, www.milalimo.com
ROMANTIQUE/DOUBLE DIAMOND LIMOUSINES
1421-86 Street, Brooklyn, NY, (718) 351-7273
2041-Hylan Boulevard, Staten Island 
(718) 351-7273, www.rddlimos.com
SOPHISTICATED LIMOUSINES
Serving the Tri state area & NJ, (866) 455-5466

PHOTOGRAPHY & VIDEO
FANTASY PHOTOGRAPHY
3031 Quentin Rd., Brooklyn NY,  (718) 998-0949
www.fantasyphotographyandvideo.com
NY PHOTO VIDEO GROUP
1040 Hempstead Tpke, Franklin Square, NY 11010 
(516) 352-3188 www.nyphotovideogroup.com
info@nyphotovideogroup.com
ONE FINE DAY PHOTOGRAPHERS
459 Pacifi c Street, Massapequa Park 
(516) 690–1320
www.onefi nedayphotographers.com

SALONS
PILO ARTS SALON
8412 3 Avenue, Brooklyn, NY 11209
(718) 748–7411, www.piloarts.com

SERVICES
COSMETIC & LASER CENTER OF BAY RIDGE
9921 4th Avenue, Brooklyn, NY 11209 
(718) 833-2793 or (718) 833-7616 
www.BayRidgeDerm.com
ELITE WEIGHT LOSS
1316 Kings Highway, Brooklyn, NY 11229
(917) 444-3043 
EliteWeightLossNY.com
JOSEPH LICHTER, D.D.S.
1420 Avenue P in Brooklyn
(718) 339-7878
 www.josephlichterdds.co
OMNI DENTAL CARE
313 Kings Highway in Brooklyn
(718) 376-8656 
www.omnidentalcare.com
THE VEIN CENTER OF THE VASCULAR INSTITUTE 
OF NY
Dr. Natalie Marks
960 - 50 Street, Brooklyn, NY 11219
(718) 438-0067 
www.vascularnyc.com

WEDDING CAKES
WHIPPED PASTRY BOUTIQUE-WEDDING CAKES
(718) 858-8088
www.whippedpastryboutique.com

WEDDING EXPOS
BRIDAL AFFAIR
(718) 317–9701, www.bridalaff air.com

WEDDING INSURANCE
TRI-STATE INSURANCE BROKERAGE
610 Crescent Ave., Bronx 10458
277 Tarrytown Rd., White Plains 10602
(718) 618-7666, ww.tsinsbk.com

TO BE INCLUDED IN THIS DIRECTORY CALL (718) 260–8302
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C.O.D.

Prompt Delivery • Easy Online Ordering
Metered Delivery • Premium Heating Oil

www.CODOIL.com 
*Cannot combine with any other offers.

Lic. #74-1810078

(718) 354-3834

PAY C.O.D. PRICES & SAVE!!*

*Mention this ad 
when you place your 
order and receive an 

additional 3¢ off 
per gallon 

Refer a new customer 
to us and take an 
additional 3¢ off 

per gallon 
on your next order 
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TOP BRONX NEWS STORIES

CLASSIFIEDS FOR THE BRONX

The Bronx Times On-Line
Your world is 24/7... NOW so are we.
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BY ROBERT WIRSING
Public Advocate Le-

titia James’ annual 100 
Worst Landlords List fea-
tures ten Bronx property 
owners.

Each landlord and 
buildings’ score is based 
on 12 different data points 
collected from October 
2016 to October 2017 to bet-
ter refl ect the conditions 
at a specifi c building.

The buildings’ status 
will be updated monthly to 
refl ect real time changes 
in NYC Housing Preserva-
tion and Development and 
NYC Department of Build-
ings open violations.

The worst Bronx build-
ing was the 11 unit 1892 
Morris Avenue owned 
by Rawle Isaacs with 485 
HPD and 34 DOB viola-
tions.

Isaacs is also the head 
offi cer for 2038 Morris Av-
enue (108 HPD violations), 

2042 Morris Avenue (164 
HPD violations) and 1982 
Walton Avenue (212 HPD 
violations).

HPD said as of Mon-
day, November 20 there 
were 219 open housing 
code violations at 1892 
Morris Avenue with 50 
Class A non-hazardous 
violations, 149 Class B 
hazardous violations and 
20 Class C immediately 
hazardous violations.

Isaacs said he is work-
ing with HPD to address 
the issues at his proper-
ties.

Other problematic 
Bronx properties include 
- 2. 1807 Phelan Place (342 
HPD violations), head 
offi cer Gil Broitman; 3. 
1541 Westchester Avenue 
(341 HPD and 2 DOB vio-
lations), head offi cer Yon 
Kim; 4. 3550 Holland Ave-
nue (315 HPD violations), 
head offi cer Arnold An-

derson; 5. 2356 Lorillard 
Place (313 HPD and two 
DOB violations), head of-
fi cer Stephen Tobia; 6. 
2001 Newbold Avenue (294 
HPD violations), head offi -
cer Thomas Steiner; 7. 919 
Prospect Avenue (293 HPD 
and 7 DOB violations), 
head offi cer Seth Miller; 
8. 645 E. 228th Street (272 
HPD violations), head of-
fi cer Benjamin Adegbite; 
9. 1140 Anderson Avenue 
(242 HPD violations), 
head offi cer Al Lazar and 
10. 1208 Clay Avenue (242 
HPD violations), head of-
fi cer Leo Hernandez.

Named this year’s 
worst NYC landlords 
were - 1. Jonathan Cohen/
Silvershore Properties 
(188 units in 19 buildings 
with 1,090 HPD and 15 
DOB violations), 2. Rawle 
Isaacs (214 units in four 
buildings with 969 HPD 
and 34 DOB violations), 3. 

Thomas Steiner (320 units 
in four buildings with 843 
HPD and 12 DOB viola-
tions), 4. Bruce Haley (170 
units in eight buildings 
with 826 HPD and fi ve 
DOB violations), 5. Eric 
Silverstein (237 units in 
three buildings with 739 
HPD and 32 DOB viola-
tions), 6. Adam Stryker 
(177 units in 11 build-
ings with 734 HPD and 
six DOB violations), Joel 
Goldstein (209 units in 10 
buildings with 721 HPD 
and 10 DOB violations), 
Meir Fried (131 units in 
18 buildings with 718 HPD 
violations), 9. Mark Tress 
(20 units in one building 
with 650 HPD and 13 DOB 
violations) and 10. Robert 
Kaszovitz (207 units in 
four buildings with 597 
HPD violations).

“No New Yorker should 
be subjected to live in a 
hazardous home yet bad 

landlords in our city are 
forcing too many tenants 
to live in dangerous and 
indecent conditions,” ex-

pressed James.
The full list is avail-

able at www.landlord-
watchlist.com.

NYC Public Advocate names 
‘Top 10’ worst Bronx landlords

“No New Yorker should be subjected to live in a hazardous home 
yet bad landlords in our city are forcing too many tenants to live 
in dangerous and indecent conditions,” - Public Advocate Letitia 
James. 
 File Photo
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Edgewater Park 
held its the annual 
Ragamuffi n Pa-
rade on Saturday, 
November 18. The 
parade preceded 
around the Edgewa-
ter Park Volunteer 
Firehouse.  After 
the parade, the 
children met Santa 
and received a gift 
purchased by the 
Ladies Auxiliary.  A 
costume contest 
was held earlier 
and those wearing 
the most creative 
costume received a 
prize.

EdEdEdEEdEdEdE gegegegegeewawawawawawaaatetetettterrr PaPaPaPaParkrkkkkrk

Ragamuffi n ParadeRagamuffi n Parade
Edgewater Park Hosts Annual

1) Parents and children celebrated 
in front of their neighborhood’s 
volunteer fi rehouse. 
 All Photos by Silvio Pacifi co

2) Sara and Christopher Butler 
‘hammed it up’ for this year’s pa-
rade.

3) Savannah Keenan got into the 
Thanksgiving spirit.

4) Chloe (l) and Quinn Martin 
dressed up as dalmatians for 
the neighborhood parade.

5) This year’s best costume win-
ners with their parents.

6) SnapChat App dressed Emmer-
son Currie received some holiday 
cheer.

7) Ryleigh Currie received a pres-
ent, peppermint candy canes and 
hot chocolate.
8) Race car driver Joseph De San-
tis arrived to the parade in style
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BY PATRICK ROCCHIO
An annual drive to feed 

the hungry of the southern 
Bronx continued at a new lo-
cation this year. 

The 34th Annual Com-
munity Turkey Giveaway at 
ArchCare at Home, formerly 
known as Dominican Sis-
ters Family Health Service, 
took place again this year on 
Monday, November 20 with 
the distribution of 2,000 tur-
keys. 

The annual giveaway, 
sponsored by landlord and 
community activist Joel 
Fishman and his family, 
took place for the fi rst year 
at the organization’s new 
headquarters at St. Vincent 
De Paul Nursing Home in 
Longwood, said Mary Za-
gajeski, president of Arch-
Care at Home.

In previous years, it took 
place at the former head-
quarters of the Dominican 
Sisters Family Health Ser-
vice in Mott Haven. 

Zagajeski said that the 
move was caused by the in-
tegration of the organization 
as one of members of Arch-
Care, the continuing care 
community for the Archdio-
cese of New York. 

The turkeys were dis-
tributed on a fi rst come, 
fi rst serve basis because 
ArchCare at Home wants 
to involve the community, 
yet some were set aside for 
people in the organization’s 
programs, said Zagajeski. 

“It is really the essence in 
our mission,” said Zagajeski 
of the distribution. “It is a 
large symbol of what we do 
everyday as we hopefully 
impact lives positively.” 

Fishman was in Califor-
nia and unable to make it 
to the giveaway this year, 
but his children Dena Roth 
and Marc Fishman, and 
his grandchildren Matthew 

and Alex Roth took part and 
helped distribute the birds 
to those in need.            

Joel Fishman said he 
coordinates the effort by 
combining donations he re-
ceives from friends to his 
own funds to  purchase a 
truck load of turkeys.

He said that his fondness 
for the Dominican Sisters 

is one of the reasons for his 
continuing support. 

Fishman said he used 
to rehabilitate apartment 
buildings in the borough 
and he observed the work 
of the sisters fi rst hand one 
evening when he was visit-
ing one of his properties. 

He said he recalled an in-
cident where the sisters vis-
ited an elderly woman in her 
apartment at 10 p.m. 

She had been lying in 
waste and unable to move. 
They cleaned her up, fed her 
and didn’t accept any pay-
ment, he said

Fishman had held a tur-
key giveaway the prior year 
near his properties, but after 
witnessing this selfl ess act 
personally, he has teamed 
up with the Dominican Sis-
ters to distribute turkeys at 
Thanksgiving ever since. 

“We started with 50 tur-
keys and we have grown to 
as many as 4,000 turkeys,” 
said Fishman.

Fishman explained that 
he has to arrange to pur-
chase the turkeys up to two 
years in advance and buys 
them by the tonnage, so he 
doesn’t know in advance ex-
actly how many birds will 
be available. 

This year Fishman said 
he purchased 20 tons. 

The purpose is not only 
necessary for the recipients 
just to have turkey dinner, 
but to have the kind of expe-
riences of hope and inspira-
tion that he personally wit-
nessed when visiting some 
of the families who have re-
ceived the birds in previous 
years. 

“We know that this is 
marginalized community, 
said Zagajeski. “These are 
people in need and hope-
fully this does impact their 
Thanksgiving positively.” 

The Fishmans sponsor 34th 
Thanksgiving Turkey Drive

Dena Roth (l), Joel Fishman’s 
daughter and Mary Zagajeski 
(r), president & CEO of ArchCare 
at Home, helped distribute the 
turkeys. Photo by Silvio Pacifi co

Eva Santana came to get a free 
turkey for Thanksgiving. Photo 
by Silvio Pacifi co

S SSHOP OUR CLASSIFIED 
PAGES EVERY WEEK AND 

SAVE MONEY

BY SARAH VALENZUELA
A home in St. Andrews 

Village is turning heads, 
but not for the right rea-
sons.

A transitional safe 
house is about to locate 
to an attached two-family 
home on Caesar Place to 
help single, formerly incar-
cerated women assimilate 
into society after prison. 

Also known as Hope 
House NYC, the pilot pro-
gram’s goal is supporting 
‘house guests’ as they tran-
sition to more permanent 
housing while providing a 
safe, vibrant, and positive 
living space, said Topeka 
Sam, Hope House NYC co-
director and founder.

Long time members of 
this residential commu-
nity, however, are doubt-
ful about the legitimacy 
of the program and are 
concerned about how the 
property’s use will affect 
the community quality of 
life and the value of their 
homes. 

During a Community 
Board 9 meeting on Thurs-
day, November 16, St. An-
drews Village homeown-
ers demanded Hope House 
be shuttered. 

Residents said they 
had learned that the hom-
eowner, Cheryl Selby, was 
renting her house several 
months earlier. 

However, they did not 

know who she had decided 
to rent to and claimed Hope 
House had not informed 
them of their plans either.

“I think it could be a 
good program and had it 
been introduced to us dif-
ferently maybe we’d be 
open to working with her 
(Topeka Sam),” one St. 
Andrews Village resident 
explained. “We’re very un-
comfortable.”

Neighbors speculated 
Selby and Hope House 
have withheld information 
from St. Andrews Village 
residents because of the 
anticipated backlash to the 
plan.

“The level of deceit 
and obfuscation is quite 
sophisticated,” said Doni 
Walker Santiago, another 
St. Andrews Village resi-
dent. “We are demanding 
answers and accountabil-
ity.” 

“My property is an in-
vestment and I want people 
to respect it,” Selby said. “If 
the property is clean and 
the trash is taken out and 
there’s no damage, doesn’t 
that benefi t eveyone?”

“It hurts when you 
hear people talking in a 
way. You’ve already been 
criminalized... why do our 
neighbors have to treat us 
that way,” said Sam, who 
will also be living in the 
house and was formerly in-
carcerated. 

Sam is now an advo-
cate for women who were 
victims of incarceration 
and the founder of Hope 
House’s non profi t corpora-
tion, Ladies of Hope Minis-
tries. 

“I can take it, but what 
about the sisters who can’t? 
It’s painful, the rejection,” 
she said.

Since the meeting on 
Thursday, November 16, 
community leaders have 
been reviewing the impact 
the program will have to the 
community, though legally 
both Selby and Hope House 
have followed all the required 
regulations so far, according 
to Senator Jeff Klein’s offi ce.

“While I understand the 
need for a supportive envi-
ronment for women reenter-
ing society after prison, the 
planned location of Hope 
House in Castle Hill is just 
not the right fi t for that ho-
meowner community,” Klein 
said.

Programs like this one ex-
ist in many places and only 
change buyer or renter per-
ceptions if they bring more 
crime, commented a local 
real estate agent, offering a 
professional analysis of the 
program’s effect on the sur-
rounding community.

A spokesperson for Hope 
House said they are still vet-
ting applications and have 
not set an offi cial start 
date.

St. Andrews Village residents 
upset by their new neighbors

Residents of St. Andrews Village address Community Board 9 during the meeting on Thursday, Novem-
ber 16. Community News Group/Sarah Valenzuela
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BY PATRICK ROCCHIO
An aspiring new author has penned 

a novel he hopes that young people will 
relate to and fi nd inspirational. 

Jonathan Bonhomme of Wakefi eld 
recently published his fi rst novel, 
called 97: A Novel, a coming of age story 
of a Yovanny, a Dominican-American 
young man with a talent for baseball. 

The novel chronicles Yovanny’s life 
from the time he is 17-years old to when 
he reaches his 22, when life choices are 
coming at him faster than a 97-mile 
per hour fastball, a the tag line for the 
book. 

Bonhomme, who works for a solar 
panel company, said that many of the 
novels he read in high school were clas-
sics, but were somewhat out of touch 
with the youth of his generation. 

He wanted to write something relat-
able to youth today.

 “I felt kids should have a book that 
was relatable and that would encour-
age them to read and pursue their own 
goals,” said Bonhomme, adding that he 
wants youth to read 97, and “say ‘that is 
me; I am going through that.’”  

Another goal of 97 was to not tie up 
all loose ends for readers but to let them 
use their imagination to guess as to 
why characters make certain decisions 
in the novel. 

The readers of the fi ctional story 

Wakefi eld author pens fi rst novel, ‘97’

will recognize many real-life locations 
around the borough that are either the 
setting or are mentioned by the charac-
ters, said Bonhomme. 

A key character name Niko, who is 
Yovanny’s friend and a source of rising 
tension in the narrative, comes from 
the Bronx.

The opening chapter of the book 
takes place at the Taft Educational 
Campus’ baseball fi eld.

Depicted in the novel are a barber-
shop on Valentine Avenue and a char-
acter from the Bronx River Houses, 
said the author. 

There are mentions of other places 
throughout the borough like Fordham 
Road, City Island, a restaurant on City 
Island, Monroe High School and Poe 
Cottage. Yovanny comes from nearby 
Washington Heights in Manhattan. 

Bonhomme said that he had aspired 
to write since he was a young man and 
he came back to it after establishing a 
career. 

“I used to write random stories when 
I was younger,” he said. “I just started 
writing again two years ago.” 

He said he going to the process of com-
pleting another novel, called 10 States, the 
story of an adult who is going through a 
divorce and who is making his way down 
I-95 towards a new life. 

He chose the baseball trope that is 
ever-present in 97 in part after having 
conversations with a friend who is a 
retired minor-leaguer and partially 
based on his own experience playing 
college baseball in West Virginia. He 
still plays in adult leagues today. 

The characters from 97 came to him 
naturally, so much so in fact that he 

said he dreamed about the book’s main 
character, Yovanny, and saw the char-
acter’s face in the dream.  

Bonhomme said that he gave a talk 
to young people about 97 at the Bronx 
Library Center in Kingsbridge that 
was well received. 

You can learn more or purchase a 
copy on Amazon.com. 

The cover of the new novel entitled ’97.’ fea-
tures the George Washington Bridge. The 
novel features many borough locations, and 
opens at Taft High School’s baseball fi eld. 
 Photo courtesy of Jonathan Bonhomme

The author plays baseball, which factors 
into much of the novel. 
 Photo courtesy of Jonathan Bonhomme

BY SARAH VALENZUELA
Sometimes the story you look to 

fi nd is your own. 
That’s what Co-Op City resident, 

Linda Powell has done in her new 
memoir ‘Resilience: We Don’t Stop.’

The inspiration for Powell’s book 
came several years ago when Powell 
began to share her story with others 
and realized she had been resilient 
through all the adversity she faced in 
her life. 

The project was initially started in 
2005. But further inspiration to fi nish 
the book came to Powell in 2012 when 
she started to research her family an-
cestry and found pictures of relatives 
as far back as the late 1800s.

“I constructed my family tree and 
put their pictures on the tree and as 
I put my own (picture) and my rela-
tives’ today I said, “this is going to be 
recorded in history on the internet,” 
Powell, who has lived in the Bronx 
since 1970, recalled. “Years from now 
someone may look at the family tree 
and wonder what was my story.”

Powell’s story, in the memoir, be-
gins when she was abducted as a 
child. 

The heavy hitting start gives way 
to a variety of topics and fi rst person 
accounts ranging from the birth of 

Retired history teacher shares her account of the 1970s
hip-hop and the rise of the crack co-
caine epidemic in the Bronx to domes-
tic abuse and sexual harrassment. 

Now as a retired New York City 
public school history teacher, Powell 
used her love of history to re-tell a 
story through time.

“I know this book can incite cer-
tain controversies. I’m hoping that it 
spurs (discussion on) certain topics,” 
Powell explained. “One of them is in 
the news right now, sexual violence... 
I feel that my book was released at this 
moment in time because it goes hand 
in hand with what’s going on in the 
culture right now and what’s going on 
in society and it’s been long overdue 
that these topics be addressed.”

Though the book mostly recounts 
Powell’s life, it also discusses key 
turning points in U.S. history from 
the 1970s to the early 2000s and how 
they affected the Bronx. 

Powell’s memoir was not only in-
tended to be an account of her life story 
living in the Bronx, but also a narra-
tive of the baby boomer generation 
and the history they lived through.

“We didn’t stop the Bronx from 
bouncing back from the rubble that 
it was in during the ‘70s. It’s been re-
vitalized and is now a beautiful place 
to live.... it’s come back and I, myself, 

have come back. We don’t stop. Be-
cause yes we may encounter adver-
sity, yes we sit down and cry and lick 
your wounds, but we gotta keep mov-
ing and keep going. Trouble doesn’t 
last always.”

‘Resilience: We Don’t Stop’ is on 
sale now and can be purchased on 

We didn’t stop the Bronx from 

bouncing back from the rubble 

that it was in during the ‘70s. It’s 

been revitalized and is now a 

beautiful place to live...it’s come 

back and I, myself, have come 

back. We don’t stop. Because yes 

we may encounter adversity, 

yes we sit down and cry and lick 

your wounds, but we gotta keep 

moving and keep going. Trouble 

doesn’t last always

Linda Powell

Amazon.
Readers can expect another book 

from Powell in the near future, though 
she has not released a time frame. 

Powell mentioned the book is more 
of a historical fi ction novel as opposed 
to a memoir.
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BY BOB GUILIANO
The Rite Aid Foundation’s 

KidCents program has honored 
Bervin Harris of the Renais-
sance Youth Center in the Bronx 
as a recipient of its fi rst-ever 
KIDCHAMP award, a $10,000 
check.

The RYC is located at 3485 
Third Avenue off 168th Street.

The KIDCHAMP award rec-
ognizes individuals in communi-
ties served by Rite Aid that have 
made a difference in the lives of 
youth, according to Tracy Hen-
derson, director of The Rite Aid 
Foundation.

Harris said his path crossed 
with the CEO of Rite Aid when 
his Youth Council Program vol-
unteers were painting Unity 
Park, located near the RYC, as 
an outreach activity, and Rite 
Aid’s CEO came down to observe 
the project. 

The park, built in 1982, had 
never been re-painted, was full 
of graffi ti, and its lights and 
water fountains didn’t work, ac-
cording to Harris. 

The Youth Council Program 
had just been launched and 68 
volunteers came out that day to 
help spruce up the park, along 

Rite Aid Foundation donates $10K to youth center
with the Rite Aid CEO. 

Since then, Rite Aid has had 
a great partnership with RYC, 
including donations, invitations 
to corporate events, and fund-
raising car washes, according to 
Harris.

Leaders such as Harris are 
being recognized for advocating 
for youths’ health and well-be-
ing, championing education and 
academic growth, and creating 
a safe environment for them to 
live and grow. 

“The Rite Aid Foundation 
created the KIDCHAMP award 
to recognize individuals from 
KidCents charities who self-
lessly give their time and talent 
to improve lives of the children 
and teens they serve,” Hender-
son said.

She said that for Harris, help-
ing kids is more than a career, 
it’s a true calling, and he goes 
above and beyond to help the 
youth he serves reach their full 
potential.  

Harris’s efforts are “chang-
ing lives in the process and in-
spiring others to join them in 
their efforts to create strong and 
vibrant communities,” Hender-
son said. 

As part of their KIDCHAMP 
recognition, Harris received a 
$10,000 donation to RYC to con-
tinue its work to improve the 
lives of the children in its com-
munity, giving youths a chance 
at better lives and brighter fu-
tures.  

Harris, who has more than 
30 years of social development 
experience in the areas of youth 
services and community de-
velopment, founded the center 
to empower at-risk, inner-city 

youth in the Bronx.
RYC brings performance-

based music programs, includ-
ing vocal classes, musical in-
struments and dancing, to more 
than 3,000 students in 26 public 
schools and community-based 
organizations. 

In addition, the RYC pro-
vides youth STEAM education, 
tutoring and an all-ages sports 
program. 

Harris has created many 
partnerships for RYC, including 

the NYPD, Carnegie Hall, NYS 
Department of Probation, NYC 
Parks Department, Berklee Col-
lege of Music and many more. 

For more information, visit 
www.renaissanceyouth.org. 

KidCents was developed 
by The Rite Aid Foundation to 
provide Rite Aid customers an 
opportunity to do even more to 
help the kids in the communi-
ties Rite Aid serves. 

For more information, visit 
www.kidcents.com. 

Bervin Harris, center, receives a $10,000 donation check from the Rite Aid Foundation’s KidCents program for 
the Renaissance Youth Center, 3485 Third Avenue in the Bronx. Photo courtesy of Rite Aid Foundation

BY PATRICK ROCCHIO
Students at Fordham Prep 

are helping feed the hungry 
this holiday season, and as an 
added bonus it may also help 
their fellow students in need 
of tuition assistance.

Fordham Prep, a Catholic 
and Jesuit boys’ high school 
located on the campus of 
Fordham University, set an 
ambitious goal of collecting 
27,000 individual items of 
food for distribution to local 
charities. 

As of press time, the food 
collection was still ongoing.

The benefi ciaries are Our 

Fordham Prep distributes food to Bronx charities
Lady Of Assumption Help-
ing Hand Food Pantry in Pel-
ham Bay; Concourse House 
in Fordham; Mercy Center in 
the Hub; Part of the Solution 
in Fordham and St. Catherine 
of Siena Outreach to the bor-
ough. 

Additionally, an anon-
ymous donor has gifted 
$250,000 to six tri-state area 
Jesuit high schools for tuition 
assistance for students in 
need, with the funds to be dis-
tributed in proportion to how 
well each school performs in 
collecting items for the needy 
before Thanksgiving. 

The friendly but spirited 
competition is called The 
Great Ignatian Challenge, 
named after the schools’ pa-
tron saint, St. Ignatius of Loy-
ola. 

Michael Kravitz, Ford-
ham Prep director of campus 
ministries, said that the chal-
lenge would help students 
who might also potentially in 
theory have food insecurity 
and need tuition assistance.  

“A donor saw our food 
drive and was really moved 
by it and said ‘we have got 
to get the word out,’” said 
Kraviz, adding that the donor 
decided to create the compe-
tition among the schools and 
see what they could do collec-
tively. 

Fordham Prep makes its 
food drives student led, said 
Kravitz. 

“We have a committee of 
seniors who are led by two 
students who were elected, 
and they are really the force 
behind this,” he said. 

Seniors Nicholas Frank 
and Christopher Friend are 
co-chairs of the high school’s 
Hunger Awareness Commit-
tee. 

“As members of the Ford-
ham Prep community, we are 
called to be men and women 
for others,” Frank and Friend 
both said in a statement. 
“This is our opportunity to 
serve the common good.”

They added: “The hungry 
in our midst need our sup-
port. St. Ignatius of Loyola 
called on us to be loving and 
to commit ourselves to doing 
justice.”

 After the food is collected, 
the students visit the loca-
tions and personally distrib-
ute it every year. 

Chris Bean, the executive 
director of Part of the Solu-

tion, an anti-poverty orga-
nization on Webster Avenue 
that serves tens of thousands 
of people a year, said he was 
grateful for the efforts of 
Fordham Prep and other or-
ganizations and small busi-
ness to fi ght hunger. 

“We rely on individuals, 
small business and schools,” 
said Bean, and said that 
while he is not sure of the ex-
act poundage, the 27,000 food 
items could be meals for as 
many as 1,000 people. 

The need is very evident, 
he said, adding that the Bronx 
has the highest concentration 
of food insecurity in the city. 

Students unload boxes of collected food at Mercy Center. 
 Photo courtesy of Fordham Prep

Fordham Prep students package thousands of items before they are de-
livered. Photo courtesy of Fordham Prep
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renovations to the build-
ing, since it was already 
used barracks-style,” Tor-
res said.

The Doe Fund told the 
board that it was 60 percent 
complete when they put the 
brakes on that project. 

Now they have to go 
back and reconfi gure the 
space to construct the stu-
dio apartments. 

The Doe Fund requested 
that CB 12 recommend that 
the Board of Standards and 
Appeals grant a variance 
of the current use regula-
tions.

The reasons for the vari-
ance included: that the 
building will have 90 stu-
dio apartments covered by 
rent stabilization; that 54 of 
the units will be supportive 
housing, with on-site sup-
port services; that 36 units 
will be rented to the general 
population, provided their 
income is no more than 60 
percent of the Area Median 
Income.

As rent-stabilized ten-

ants, the residents will be 
permanent members of the 
community, with an inter-
est in being good neighbors, 
according to a statement by 
The Doe Fund.

The building will have 
an extensive security sys-
tem with 24-hour front door 
coverage, and the ground 
fl oor will have a 123-seat 
auditorium with a separate 
street entrance. 

The auditorium will be 
made available to the com-
munity for events, classes 
and other activities.

Elected offi cials, espe-
cially Councilman Andrew 
Cohen, worked closely with 
the Mayor’s offi ce after the 
200-men bed-style shelter 
was opposed by CB 12.

The community board is 
the fi rst step, then the mat-
ter goes to Borough Presi-
dent Ruben Diaz Jr., then 
the city council, and fi nally, 
the BSA.

“I would imagine that 
this is probably not going 
to happen for another year 
or two,” Torres said. “It’s 

going to be a lengthly pro-
cess.”

The NYC Department of 
Health defi nes supportive 
housing on its website as 
a “combination of afford-
able housing and support 
services designed to help 
individuals and families 
use housing as a platform 
for health and recovery fol-
lowing a period of home-
lessness, hospitalization or 
incarceration or for youth 
aging out of foster care.”

The 55,000-square-foot 
facility, which overlooks 
the Bronx River Parkway, 
was closed in 2011 after 
many years of use by the 
U.S. Army Reserve.

In 2013 the U.S. Depart-
ment of Housing and Urban 
Development sought ap-
proval from the Local Rede-
velopment Authority to con-
vert the reserve center into 
a 200-bed homeless shelter 
for men. The contract to op-
erate that shelter was also  
with The Doe Fund.
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Plans advance to house homeless vets

Community Board 12 granted a waiver on Thursday, November 16, 
to The Doe Fund to build housing in a manufacturing area, con-
verting the former Sgt. Joseph Muller U.S. Army Reserve Center in 
Wakefi eld into long-term affordable housing. Community News Group 
fi le photo/Patrick Rocchio

BY SARAH VALENZUELA
It has been 95 years and 

counting for one house of wor-
ship in Throggs Neck.

Although a 95th anniversary 
is an odd milestone to celebrate, 
the First Lutheran Church of 
Throggs Neck has so much to 
praise, it couldn’t wait to com-
memorate its longevity.

“I am thrilled that we are 
celebrating our 95th anniver-
sary,” said Catherine Ziegler, 
a 26-year member of First Lu-
theran. “I feel as if it is my sec-
ond home… I believe the people 
before my time must have felt 
the same way or we would not 
be here today.”

The church held an anni-
versary dinner on Wednesday, 
November 1 at the Cathedral 
Church of St. John the Divine 
for church goers, supporters, 
and even had representation 
from the NYS Senate to cele-
brate the 95th year of First Lu-
theran. 

In addition to celebrating the 
church’s founding, the event 
also marked the 500th year 
since history recalled Martin 
Luther posted his 95 theses on 
the door of  a Catholic church, 
also known as Reformation 

Day. 
The coincidence has been es-

pecially exciting for Reverend 
Ulf Lunow, who battled cancer 
in the beginning of the year, 
underwent chemo and radia-
tion therapy and is cancer free.

“October 31st is Reforma-
tion Day,” Lunow explained. 
“Unfortunately the Americans 
celebrate Halloween so we cel-
ebrate November 1st… but at 
First Lutheran we celebrated 
the Sunday before (Reforma-
tion Day).”

As part of the anniversary of 
First Lutheran and of the Refor-
mation, the church has started 
workshops about Martin Lu-
ther, the Reformation and how 
it relates present day, according 
to Lunow. 

“We have other events com-
ing up,” Lunow added. “We plan 
for example a hymn-sing with 
other churches from the neigh-
borhood: the Episcopal church, 
the Catholic church, with the 
United Church of Christ, re-
form churches. This had been 
rescheduled, postponed to next 
year… because of my sickness.”

Since 1922, the church prop-
erty has had to move more than 
twice as a result of increased 

urbanization, like the addition 
of I-95 and I-695. 

“We are a little, big church,” 
Lunow said. “We always refer 
to our humble beginnings… but 
we have a big outreach into the 
community.”

The current building they 
occupy was built in the 1940s 
and has become home to sev-
eral community groups: the 
local boy scout and girl scout 
troops, Miss Elena’s Learning 
Center, and the Waterbury-La-
salle Community Association 
among others.

“I feel the people in our con-
gregation are truly welcoming 
people,” Zeigler mentioned. “We 
do our best to show how happy 
we are that we have this place 
to worship with our friends, old 
and new, and also our family.”

Along with these anniversa-
ries, First Lutheran Church of 
Throggs Neck also celebrated 
the renewal of an agreement of 
unity between the Roman Cath-
olic Church and the Lutheran 
World Federation.

“We are going forward with 
hope that maybe in our life-
time we will have full commu-
nion with the Roman Catholic 
Church,” Lunow concluded.

1st Lutheran Church of Throggs Neck celebrates milestone

Reverend Ulf Lunow, pastor of the 
First Lutheran Church of Throggs 
Neck said even though it was not the 
100th anniversary, the coinciding 95th 
anniversary with the 500th anniversa-
ry of the Reformation made the year 
special. 
 Photo courtesy of First Lutheran Church of 
Throggs Neck
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TOP DRIVER DISTRACTIONS
ADVERTORIAL

Using mobile phones
Leading the list of the 

top distractions behind the 
wheel are mobile phones. 
Phones now do more than 
just place calls, and driv-
ers often cannot pull away 
from their phones, even 
when driving. According to 
the California Department 
of Motor Vehicles, studies 
have shown that driving 
performance is lowered 
and the level of distraction 
is higher for drivers who 
are heavily engaged in cell 

phone conversations. The 
use of a hands-free device 
does not lower distraction 
levels. The percentage of 
vehicle crashes and near-
crashes attributed to di-
aling is nearly identical 
to the number associated 
with talking or listening. 

Daydreaming
Many people will admit 

to daydreaming behind 
the wheel or looking at a 
person or object outside of 
the car  for too long. Per-

haps they’re checking out 
a house in a new neighbor-
hood or thought they saw 
someone they knew on the 
street corner. It can be easy 
to veer into the direction 
your eyes are focused, caus-
ing an accident. In addition 
to trying to stay focused on 
the road, some drivers pre-
fer the help of lane depar-
ture warning systems.

Eating
Those who haven’t quite 

mastered walking and 

chewing gum at the same 
time may want to avoid 
eating while driving. The 
majority of foods require a 
person’s hands to be taken 
off of the wheel and their 
eyes to be diverted from the 
road. Reaching in the back 
seat to share some French 
fries with the kids is also 
distracting. 

Try to eat meals before 
getting in the car. For 
those who must snack 
while en route, take a 
moment to pull over at 

a rest area and spend 10
minutes snacking there 
before resuming the
trip.

Reading
Glancing at an adver-

tisement, updating a Fa-
cebook status or reading
a book are all activities 
that should be avoided 
when driving. Even pour-
ing over a traffic map or 
consulting the digital 
display of a GPS system 
can be distracting.


