
BY PATRICK ROCCHIO
A group of parishioners who 

fought to have their concerns 
about a former pastor’s conduct 
investigated are not satisfi ed with 
the archdiocese’s conclusion on 
the matter. 

The Concerned Parishioners 
of St. Frances de Chantal sent a 
letter to Archdiocese of New York 
offi cials and Pope Francis taking 
exception to an ADNY letter to the 
parish explaining its fi ndings in 
the Fr. Peter Miqueli debacle that 
nearly tore the parish apart. 

District Attorney Darcel Clark, 
who was handling the criminal 
aspects of the parish’s charges 
against Fr. Miqueli, recently con-
cluded its investigation and found 
that he improperly reimbursed 
himself $22,450 in parish funds 
that he will effectively repay. 

The district attorney recom-
mended a series of greater fi nan-
cial controls, which the archdio-
cese is implementing, according to 
parishioners. 

The ADNY letter, dated Thurs-
day, October 26 and read at Sunday 
masses that weekend, stated that 
the district attorney now considers 
the matter closed, and stated that 
while $22,000 is a signifi cant sum, 
it is a far cry from allegations of $1 
million to $2 million being misap-
propriated, that some members of 
the church claimed was the case. 

The Concerned Parishioners of 
St. Frances’ response, dated Fri-
day, November 10, stated that what 
the ADNY calls the priest’s “im-
proper reimbursement’ and ‘mis-
appropriation’ of other people’s 
money is called grand larceny by 
any reasonable person.” 

The group feels that they have 
been ignored, and one of its mem-
bers, Janet Bitner, said that their 
correspondence is meant to inform 
the archdiocese that they don’t feel 
this is a satisfactory conclusion. 

BY BOB GUILIANO
In the fi ery aftermath of a town 

hall meeting on Wednesday, Octo-
ber 25, about a soon-to-be opened 
men’s homeless shelter, which 
did not satisfy the Fordham Hill 
Owners Corporation, the board of 
directors is now seeking the help 
of  Councilman Fernando Cabrera 
to intervene with the NYC Depart-
ment of Homeless Services.

The board sent a letter to the 
DHS and Bowery Residence Com-
mittee on Friday, November 3. 

But as of Wednesday, No-
vember 15, it had not received a 

response, according to Rachel 
Miller-Bradshaw, the board’s vice 
president.

“I stand with Fordham Hill 
Owners Corporation and its views 
on the 233 Landing Road project,” 
Cabrera said.  “I’m disappointed 
that Senator Gustavo Rivera has 
openly supported more shelters in 
our district.”

Attempts by the Bronx Times 
Reporter to contact Steven Banks, 
the commissioner of DHS, re-
sulted in a referral to the agency’s 
press secretary Isaac McGinn.

BY PATRICK ROCCHIO
The Van Nest Memorial area 

honoring veterans will be re-
ceiving a renovation next year. 

The memorial, a tribute to 
veterans who served in foreign 
wars, will see major renova-
tions to the Greenstreet park 
where the granite monument is 
located, in 2018.   

The monument dates back to 
1919 and has been at its present 
location at White Plains Road, 
Unionport Road and Mead 
Street since the 1920s.

It is a project supported by 
the Van Nest Neighborhood Al-
liance. 

The triangle will feature 
new planting beds, a new fl ag-
pole that will be put in place 
with $60,000 in capital fund-
ing allocated by Councilman 
Ritchie Torres, 1939 World’s 
Fair replica benches, rosette 
and a wheelchair accessible 
ramp leading to the monument 
inscribed with the names of lo-
cal veterans from worlds war 
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Fordham Hill residents 
ready to fi ght DHS

A Salute To Our Heros

COOP GRAPPLES 
WITH SHELTER

Archdiocese 
letter angers 
parishioners 

This past Veterans Day, November 11 was celebrated by veterans groups 
throughout the Bronx. Ceremonies were held at the Winged Memorial in 
Pelham Bay Park, Rudy Macina Peace Memorial Plaza (above) , Van Nest 
Memorial Plaza and by many individual veterans groups. The weekend 
ended Sunday with a Veterans Breakfast hosted by Senator Jeff Klein and 
the annual Veterans Day Parade in Throggs Neck. See photos on pages 10, 
11, 16, and 17.      Photo by Laura Stone

Van Nest Monument Plaza 
rebuild slated for spring of 2018
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BY BOB GUILIANO
The Bronx Times Reporter 

dispatched a hungry reviewer to 
a local Kentucky Fried Chicken 
to try its newest offering being 
test-marketed in the Bronx for a 
limited time.

The site of choice was 1959 
Bruckner Boulevard on Thurs-
day, November 9, for an all-ex-
penses paid lunch/work break. 

The order, chicken tenders, 
with iced tea, was not too hot, 
not too sweet - and as Goldilocks 
said after she sampled the Three 
Bears’ porridge - the taste of this 
dish was “just right.”

Crispy chicken tenders, 
doused with sweet honey and a 
kick of heat from spicy peppers, 
challenged the palate, and were 
mellowed with a side of mashed 
potatoes and gravy, and a tasty 
biscuit. Butter on the biscuit can 
provide some added heat relief.

Sodas are not exactly the 
choice drink when trying to 
douse the heat of hot peppers, 
since carbonation tends to exac-
erbate the heat, so iced tea was 
selected.

KFC’s new southern-inspired 
fl avor, Hot Honey Chicken — ex-
tra crispy chicken with a sweet-

heat hot honey sauce — is being 
marketed in select restaurants 
throughout Norfolk, VA, as well 
as the Bronx for a limited time, 
according to the company.

Other participating KFC loca-
tions in the Bronx are: 1731 Web-
ster Avenue, 375 E. 149th Street, 
and 1125 E. Gun Hill Road.

Billed as an authentic south-
ern mash-up created by blending 
golden honey with mild peppers, 
a balance of sweet and heat. 

The Hot Honey sauce com-
plements KFC’s Extra Crispy 
Chicken, creating a crunchy, 
sweet-heat fl avor with every bite. 

The sauce is available on extra 
crispy tenders, Chicken Littles, 
and extra crispy chicken.

Along with the new crispy, 
sweet-heat fl avor, KFC also in-
troduced a new Kentucky colonel 
unlike ever before with the Colo-
nel Bear, marking the fi rst time 
that Colonel Sanders is not per-
sonifi ed by a human or by a hu-
man form. 

The honey bear-ifi ed version 
of the original chicken sales-
man, Colonel Harland Sanders, 
thinks he’s welcome everywhere 
(because he’s so cute) and has an 
unquenchable desire to sell Hot 

Honey Chicken all the time (re-
gardless of whether it’s a good 
time to talk about chicken or 

not).
“The crispy sweet-heat of Hot 

Honey Chicken creates a fi nger 

lickin’ good fl avor that you can’t 
resist,” said Mike Wesley, KFC 
U.S. senior marketing director. 
“And equally as irresistible is 
Colonel Bear — our cutest colo-
nel yet.

Marking the fourth south-
ern-inspired fl avor by KFC, 
Hot Honey Chicken follows the 
successful national launch of 
spicy, smoky, crispy Nashville 
Hot, Georgia Gold honey mus-
tard BBQ and the introduction 
of Smoky Mountain BBQ Fried 
Chicken with test markets in In-
dianapolis, Pittsburgh and Chi-
cago in August. 

In addition to the new Hot 
Honey Chicken, select restau-
rants in the Bronx will offer pa-
trons a taste of KFC’s Smoky 
Mountain BBQ for a limited 
time. 

The crispy, sweet, smoky fl a-
vor is in Extra Crispy Tenders, 
Chicken Littles, and Extra Crispy 
Chicken.

KFC Corporation, based in 
Louisville, KY, is the world’s 
most popular chicken restaurant 
chain, with nearly 21,000 outlets 
in almost 130 countries and terri-
tories around the world, accord-
ing to the news release.

KFC test-markets its new hot-honey chicken locally

Kentucky Fried Chicken at 1959 Bruckner Boulevard is among the KFCs in the 
Bronx test marketing its new hot honey chicken. The Bronx Times Reporter 
sampled it on Thursday, November 9. 
 Community News Group/Bob Guiliano
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Health care has been in the headlines a lot lately. What does it mean 
to you? At MetroPlus, getting affordable health insurance for your family 

doesn’t have to be complicated. Thanks to all the new MetroPlus Community 
Offi ces, chances are we’re not far from you. We’re everywhere from the 

Staten Island Mall to Parkchester in the Bronx. Sunset Park in Brooklyn 
to Skyview Mall in Queens. For a full list of neighborhood locations, visit 

metroplus.org. Drop in for a visit! And yes, you can bring the kids!

SIGN UP IN YOUR NEIGHBORHOOD!

Pick up kids from school
Buy Groceries
Get Health Care

Enroll by December 15 for coverage january 1



“We don’t expect re-
sponses,” said Bitner, know-
ingly. 

A key member of the St. 
Frances group, James Cor-
bett, said that he believes 
that after the Bronx DA 
made her fi ndings, the arch-
diocese should not have of-
fered additional comment. 

“They should have just 
let it go,” said Corbett. 
“There was no reason to 
send out a letter. We were 
willing to let it lie, but they 
wanted to vindicate them-
selves.” 

The November 12 letter 
accused church offi cials of 
putting “a cosmetic spin on 
the disgrace they allowed to 
continue, casting doubt on 
the veracity, decency and 
integrity of the abused pa-
rishioners.” 

The group believes that 
the ADNY’s letter is an ef-
fort to recast the issue as an 
accounting error, said Cor-
bett. 

It was the group’s law-
suit in 2015 that ushered 
in the media’s interest in 
Fr. Miqueli’s alleged romps 
with a male bodybuilder, 
and this appears to have 

made the ADNY remove 
him as pastor, said Corbett. 

The group had been talk-
ing with clergy and ADNY 
representatives for two 
years prior to going public 
in late 2015, yet it took fi ve 
days of front-page coverage 
in the city’s major tabloids 
to prompt his removal, said 
Corbett. 

After conversations 

with parishioners and at Fr. 
Miqueli’s previous assign-
ment, a decade-long stint as 
pastor at St. Frances Xavier 
Cabrini on Roosevelt Island 
in Manhattan, their group 
still feels that there could be 
much larger fi nancial mis-
takes, misappropriation or 
wrongdoing, perhaps up to 
$1 million, said Corbett. 

One of the members of 
the Roosevelt Island parish 
took part in their lawsuit, 
said Corbett, adding that 
someone anonymously left 
copies of Fr. Miqueli’s fi nan-
cial documents in his mail-
box showing that the priest 
had an investment portfo-
lio worth approximately 
$700,000, in addition to a 
owning a home in Brick, NJ 
that he purchased all cash 
for $264,000. 

Corbett said he believes 
Fr. Miqueli earned about 
$32,000 a year as a priest. 

The group would like 
Cyrus Vance Jr., Manhat-
tan’s district attorney, to 
investigate the Roosevelt 
Island allegations those 
parishioners have encoun-
tered, and hopefully de-
termine the source of Fr. 
Miqueli’s alleged wealth. 
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NY Archdiocese letter infuriates
St. Frances de Chantal parishioners 

Coop grapples with shelter; 
residents ready to fi ght DHS

Carlos Martin expresses his concerns over the planned opening of a men’s homeless residence at 
233 Landing Road, during a town hall meeting held Wednesday, October 25, at St. Nicholas of Tolen-
tine Church. File photo by Aracelis Batista

A recently concluded investi-
gation by the offi ce of District 
Attorney Darcel Clark found 
that the former pastor, Fr. Pe-
ter Miqueli, was improperly 
reimbursed $22,450 from par-
ish funds. Charges weren’t pre-
ferred against Fr. Miqueli.

The Concerned Parishioners of St. Frances take issue with the Archdiocese of New York’s interpreta-
tion of an investigation into a controversial former pastor. Community News Group / Patrick Rocchio

McGinn said he was 
researching the matter, 
but then never provided 
answers to the questions 
raised by the board. 

The spokesperson’s of-
fi ce phone and two cell 
phones are usually unan-
swered and have no voice 
mailboxes set up, so mes-
sages cannot be left.

Miller-Bradshaw said 
on Wednesday, November 
15, that the board expects 
to meet with Cabrera to ad-
dress issues that were un-
resolved at the town hall 
meeting. 

Cabrera’s offi ce is re-
searching the matter, ac-
cording to his spokes-
woman. Board members 
hope to meet with Cabrera 
on Friday.

Meanwhile, the board 
again addressed issues in 
the November 3 letter, stat-
ing that University Heights 
residents are concerned 
that up to 200 men will be 
living at the 233 Landing 

Road site slated to open in 
December, but residents 
have not been made aware 
of the men’s employment 
status or backgrounds.

Residents expressed 
concerns that the shelter is 
within walking distance of 
DeVoe Park and Fordham 
Landing Playground, both 
heavily used by neighbor-
hood children.

“We want to ensure 
that people recruited into 
shelters are not on the sex 
offenders’ list,” the letter 
stated.

The board also requests 
that the facility have an 
on-site presense to address 
mental-health needs, in-
cluding therapy, medica-
tion, etc.

It also wants the DHS 
and BRC to fi nd veterans 
from the James J. Peters 
VA Medical Center in need 
of housing, and offer them 
shelter beds and permanent 
housing prior to other appli-
cants.

The board also wants 

DHS to insist on adding 
more police surveillance 
in the area and along Sedg-
wick Avenue to address the 
sudden increase in resi-
dents and surge of random 
car break-ins.

Also, metal detectors at 
the entrances of the entire 
building are requested, to 
“add peace of mind to the 
residents or our commu-
nity,” the letter stated.

The board also asks for 
full-time staff at the site to 
be hired from the local com-
munity, referring to the 
BRC saying that  71  staff 
positions will be available.

“We would like to see 
professional and skilled job 
seekers from our commu-
nity have opportunities to 
seek employment,” the let-
ter stated.

In addition to Miller-
Bradshaw, the letter was 
signed by Myrna Calderon, 
FHOC board president; 
Chad Royer, secretary; and 
Blandon Casenave, direc-
tor.

from Page 1

from Page 1
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Specialty Pies Starting at $12.99 
 

Apple • Pumpkin • Pecan • Peach • Banana  
 

MMini Cannoli & Biscotti Platter 

            Small - $30                    Large -  $60    
 

CChocolate Chip Cookie & Brownie Platter 

            Small - $30                    Large -  $60    
 

FFresh Fruit & Vanilla Cream Tart 

Serves up to 10 Guests—$23.99       

     

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

Corn Bread Basket 
12 pcs…………………………..…….……$12     

24 pcs……………………………..……….$22 
 

TTurkey Stuffing 
Small…………………………….…..…….$25     

Large…………………………………..…..$50 
 

TTurkey Gravy 
32oz…………………………….………..…$12 
 

MMaple Ham Glaze 
16oz…………………..……………………..$6 
 

ZZesty Cranberry Sauce 
32oz………………………………..……….$12 
 

CCinnamon Apples  
32oz………………………………..…….…$12 
 

CCold Antipasto 
Small………………………………...…….$30     

Large………………………………..……..$60 
 

EEggplant Rollatini 
Small…………………….……….………..$35     

Large………………….…………….……..$70 
 

SSignature Potato Croquettes 

Small……………………...…….………...$20     

Large………………….……………...…...$40 

\\\\  

 

 

 

Mac & Four Cheeses 
Small………………….……………….…$30     

Large………………….………………….$60 
 

CCheese Manicotti 
Small…………………………….……….$30     

Large…………………………….……….$60 

 

 

 

 

 

 
  

Meat Lasagna 
Small………………………...….……….$30     

Large………………….………………….$60 
 

FFire Roasted Corn Niblets & 
Diced Red Bell Peppers 
32oz……………………………………….$12 
 

CCharred Brussel Sprouts & 
Smoked Bacon 
Small…………………………….……….$30     

Large………………….………………….$60 
 

GGreen Peas & Pearl Onions 
32oz…………………………………….…$14  
 

ZZesty Cranberry Sauce  
32oz……………………………….………$12 
 

BBaked Carolina Yam Halves 
Small……………………...…….……….$25     

Large………………….……………...….$50 

  

 

 
 

Stuffed Mushrooms 
Small………………….………………….$35     

Large………………….………………….$70 
 

SString Beans Almondine 
Small……………………...…….……….$20     

Large………………….……………...….$40 
 

BBroccoli Di Rapa & Sausage 
Small…………………………….……….$35     

Large………………..…….………….….$70 
 

AAsparagus Oreganata 
Small…………………………….……….$30     

Large………………..…….………….….$60 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

RRosemary Roasted Potatoes  
Small…………………………….……….$30     

Large………………..…….………….….$60 
 

SSweet Potato & Marshmallow 
Soufflé’ 
Small…………………………….……….$25     

Large………………..…….………….….$50 
 

GGarlic Mashed Potatoes 
Small…………………………….……….$20     

Large………………..…….………….….$40 

  

        Happy Thanksgiving from 
the PINE �

TThanksgiiving  Dinner       
AAt The PINEEE  

MENU 
Individual or Family Style Pre Fixe Menu 

 

Compliments of the Chef 

All guests begin with our Traditional Thanksgiving Day  

Antipasto board and Corn Bread Baskets for the table 
 

Pine’s Harvest Salad 

Baby greens, dried cranberries, walnuts,  goat cheese, carrots,  

tomatoes, tossed in a light balsamic vinaigrette 
 

Choice Of Appetizer 

Nonna’s Thanksgiving  Soup 

Stuffed Mushrooms 

Eggplant Rollatini  
 

Choice Of Entrée 
Slow Roasted Turkey 

Baked Maple Glazed Virginia Ham 

Grilled Salmon 

Traditional Trimmings Include: SStuffing, Carolina Yams,  

String Beans Almondine, Gravy & Cranberry Sauce 
 

Choice Side Of Pasta 
Rigatoni Marinara 

Orecchiette Broccoli Di Rapa  

Farfalle Alla Vodka 

Mac & Four Cheeses 
 

Choice of Dessert 

Pumpkin Cheese Cake 

Pecan Pie A La Mode 

Chocolate Covered Cannoli 
 

$42.95 Per Person + Tax 
Beverages not Included 

Children 12 & Under Half Price 

MAKE YOUR RESERVATION EARLY!  

CALL  718-792-5956 OR VISIT FJPINE.COM 

SEATINGS      

1:00PM |3:00PM |5:00PM |7:00PM 

Let Us Cater to Your HOMEE 

We Make It Easy!  

Broiled Salmon Filet Oreganata 
“Scampi Style” 
 

Half…………………………………….…....$70 

Serves up to 10 guests

Full……………………………………….….$130 

Serves up to 20 guests

Fully Cooked or Oven Ready Entrees  
Norbest Turkey  
 

Medium (18/20 lbs)………….…..……$70 

Serves up to 10 guests 
 

Large (22/24 lbs)……………………….$95 

Serves up to 20 guests 

Spiral Glazed Ham Baked 
in a Maple Cinnamon Glaze 
Half………………………………..$60 

Serves up to 10 guests 

Full……………………………….$110 

Serves up to 20 guests 

Each Selection Comes with a Complimentary Pine Harvest Salad and Corn Bread Basketeet

Traditional Sides 

Fresh-Baked The Perfect Thanksgiving 
DDinner for 100 

Medium Roasted Norbest Turkey               y
Traditional Stuffing • Turkey Gravyg y yy

Cranberry Sauce •• Corn Bread Basket             yy
Harvest Salad  ••Choice of 3 Sides                    

10” Apple or Pumpkin PiePumpkikiin Pie

�������	
	
�

Francesco & Giovanni’s Pine Restaurant 
1913 Bronxdale Avenue, Bronx, New York 10462 

T. 718.792.5956  www.fjpine.com 
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POT of GOLD
Sherbee Antiques is a family-owned business that has been 

serving the tri-state area for over 60 years. 
We buy from the full contents of homes and estates 

to single items. We specialize in high-end goods such as 
antiques, art, fi ne porcelain, lighting, bronzes and sculptures. 

We have particular interest in fi ne jewelry, timepieces, 
diamonds, gold and silver. 

If you call we will come to you, free of charge, and evaluate 
what you are selling. We know the value of your possessions 
and are willing to pay top dollar on the spot. Please feel free 
to call seven days a week for a free same day consultation.

You may be sitting on a large fortune. 
Call Sherbee Antiques. They’ll tell you how much.

CALL TODAY 917-748-7622 OR 718-762-7448 
You’ll be glad you did.

Sherbee  Antiques
Est. 1940

BY BOB GUILIANO
Additional seats for 

grades 5 through 8 will 
soon become available at 
a planned charter middle 
school campus set for 316 
E. 165th Street, with expec-
tations to open for the 2018 
school year.

A groundbreaking cer-
emony was held on Friday, 
November 10.

Family Life Academy 
Charter Schools will bring 
to the Bronx its fourth mid-
dle school, according to the 
Rev. Raymond Rivera.

Founded in 2000 by Rev. 
Rivera, FLACS opened its 
fi rst school in 2001, and 
since has inaugurated two 
others. 

The reverend said the 
newest project is seeing the 
fulfillment of his vision, 
inspired during his tenure 
as pastor for 25 years in 
High Bridge. 

He had the vision to cre-
ate a charter school when 
he saw that School District 
9 was the lowest perform-
ing out of 32  districts in 
New York City. 

Now it’s next to the low-
est, replaced by SD 7, where 
the other two charter 
schools are located, as the 
lowest performing district.

“My vision was always 
to reach those in the system 
that the (NYC) Department 
of Education was not edu-
cating,” Rev. Rivera said.

Over the last 50 years, 
there has been an educa-
tional crisis in this coun-

try, with all children, 
including those of color, 
unless they’re in private or 
parochial schools, just not 
meeting educational stan-
dards, he said.

“My belief was that if 
you created a school and 
had the right visionary 
leadership and teachers 
that were committed to the 
children, and competent 
teachers, that we would 
give them the training nec-
essary that our kids could 
perform as well as any kids 
in the suburbs,” Rev. Ri-
vera said.

“We’ve proven that, 
now 17 years later, we are 
among the highest per-
forming (schools),” he said. 
“We outperform the city, 
the state.”

The secret of the schools’ 
success is that they are 
community-grown char-
ter schools, with decisions 
made by people closest to 
the children, combined 
with visionary leadership 
and competent teachers, 
according to the reverend.

Neighborhood schools, 
organic to the community, 
with a signifi cant amount 
of parent involvement, 
and community control of 
schools, allow the people 
closest to the children to 
make policy and program-
matic decisions, he ex-
plained.

“In an effort to continue 
to provide excellent educa-
tion to our students, the 
board of trustees of Fam-

ily Life Academy Charter 
Schools started discussing 
options the last few years,” 
said board chairman/pres-
ident Miguel Peña. 

“It was resolved three 
years ago that the best way 
to accommodate our grow-
ing student population was 
to expand into a new facil-
ity,” Pena said.

FLACS is a network of 
community-grown char-
ter schools dedicated 
to educating the whole 
child, affi rming values, 
promoting academic ex-
cellence, and creating 
conditions for self-em-
powerment, according to 
Pena.

The new FLACS mid-
dle school campus will be 
a 4-story, 56,000-square-
foot charter school pro-
viding students with var-
ious amenities, including 
a high school-regulation 
gymnasium and cafete-
ria on the first floor, and 
numerous classrooms 
and offices on the re-
maining floors. 

The school will accom-
modate approximately 
650 students.

As the president and 
founder of LPAC, the com-
munity sponsor of Fam-
ily Life Academy Charter 
Schools, “I believe it is 
important that the com-
munity own its education 
— and we do! That is what 
makes us a community-
grown charter school net-
work,” Rev. Rivera said. 

Family Life Academy 
plans 4th charter school

Family Life Academy Charter Schools management and project partners celebrate the beginning of 
the new middle school’s construction during a groundbreaking ceremony held on Friday, November 
10, at 316 E. 165th Street. Photo by Silvio Pacifi co
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“A Miracle In The Making!” - CBS TV
  One on One Tutoring for K–12th grade
  Below, At or Above Grade Level Students
  LD - ADD - ADHD - Dyslexia - Special Needs
  Your child will read better, faster with greater fluency and comprehension  

   advancing one year every 4–8 weeks
  Grades, confidence and self esteem will soar as they learn to love reading 

   and school
  Your 3, 4, & 5 year old will learn 15–30 words in the 1st session
  No contracts – Open 7 days a week
  FREE Consultation – 35 Years Certified Experience

ACHIEVE  
3 TO 6 YEARS OF  

READING IMPROVEMENT 
IN ONE YEAR!!!

Dicker Reading Method
75 Brook Street, Scarsdale | 914.472.0600 | www.DickerReading.com

CHILDREN AT OR 
BELOW GRADE 

LEVEL WILL BECOME 
THE BEST READERS 

IN THEIR CLASS

WATCH OUR VIDEOS TO LEARN MORE   www.DickerReading.com

SOLVE YOUR CHILD’S 
READING PROBLEM
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BY BOB GUILIANO
Teachers at P.S./M.S. 194, at 

Waterbury and Zerega avenues 
appeared before a recent 45th Pre-
cinct Community Council meet-
ing to seek help in clearing out il-
legally and unregistered vehicles 
eating up all the parking near the 
school.

Walking great distances  in the 
desolate Zerega Industrial Park 
area in the morning darkness is 
what teachers are encountering 
when parking their cars to go to 
work. 

A union rep claims the school’s 
only reaction to the teachers’ 
parking plight has been to issue 
them tardy slips when they ar-
rive to class late due to the lack of 
parking.

The United Federation of Teach-
ers’ union delegate at the school 
has spearheaded an effort to rec-
tify the parking situation, attend-
ing various meetings and making 
numerous phone calls to two police 
precincts and the local City Coun-
cil members. But all efforts have 
failed to rectify the  situation.

School principal Rosa Sifu-
entes-Rosado did not respond to 
phone calls and emails from the 

Bronx Times Reporter to comment 
on the teachers’ complaints. 

The problem was discussed at 
the Thursday, November 2 council 
meeting.

Among those in attendance 
were Robert Bieder, council presi-
dent, and 45th Precinct Captain 
Carlos Ghonz.

The lack of teacher parking 
is exasperating for teachers be-
cause the spots are occupied by il-
legally parked, unregistered and 
uninspected vehicles, along with 
dozens of taxi cabs, the teachers 
charged. 

Tractor-trailers that take up 
multiple spaces are parked way 
longer than the legal three hours, 
and many even remain overnight, 
it was pointed out. 

After vehicles are towed, the 
teachers say, they reappear back 
on the street within a day or two.

Captain Ghonz turned to a traf-
fi c enforcement agent during the 
meeting and asked her about sum-
monsing the illegally parked vehi-
cles, and those without inspection 
stickers or registrations,  but the 
agent said she was reluctant to put 
more than one summons on a car 
that continues to park illegally, 

because she doesn’t want the vehi-
cle’s owner to feel ‘harassed.’

Captain Ghonz raised addi-
tional concerns for the safety of the 

teachers when he pointed out that 
the area near the school has been 
the location of active drug sales.

“I contacted the 45th and 43rd 

precincts to do a joint towing and 
ticketing operation in that neck 
of the woods,” said Community 
Board 10 district manager Matt 
Cruz, adding that the school is 
located on the boundary between 
CB 9 and 10.

“In a nutshell, in some cases 
commercial vehicles are parked 
there overnight,” Cruz said. “The 
taxi vehicles are not technically 
commercial vehicles, so they can 
park there.”

Some taxi companies have their 
own parking facilities, some don’t. 
Taxis include black cars, green 
and yellow cab companies.

Cruz said he was working with 
the NYC Department of Sanitation 
to create some alternate side of the 
street and nighttime parking reg-
ulations at that location, but local 
community opposition to the plan 
nipped it in the bud, according to 
the UFT union rep.

Bieder suggested that the school 
approach its neighbor, a Montefi ore 
facility, to score some needed park-
ing relief in its sizable parking lot. 

“If they could work something 
out, that’d be great,” Bieder said. 
“Certainly we would love to have 
them do it as a good neighbor.”

Teachers struggle to park cars near PS/MS194

Vehicles parked illegally on Monday, November 6, on Waterbury Avenue off Zere-
ga Avenue, around the corner from P.S./M.S. 194, take away parking spots from 
teachers who have to walk a distance to the school in morning darkness in a 
desolate commercial area. Community News Group/Bob Guiliano

BY PATRICK ROCCHIO
A Morris Park resident has 

found a unique way to remember 
his childhood and celebrate his fa-
vorite decade. 

John-Paul ‘JP’ Annunziato is 
sharing his collection of 1980s 
memorabilia, containing over 
30,000 items, online and on social 
media platforms to encourage and 
inspire others to pursue to their 
dreams despite any adversity. 

What started out as collecting 
materials related to his youth af-
ter the passing of his parents in 
2009, and healing from his own 
injuries sustained in two auto ac-
cidents, has now been transformed 
into a project called ‘80s Then, 80s 
Now.’ 

“I want to share this kind of 
time capsule so that people who 
were not old enough can experi-
ence the 1980s for the fi rst time,” 
said Annunziato. “For the people 
who are older, I want to give them 
another go round on this.” 

Much of that collection can now 
be viewed on 80sthen80snow.com, 
and its curator said that project be-
gan as a way to recreate his child-
hood and remember his mom and 
dad who died tragically. 

Annunziato said he just pur-

chased more and more memora-
bilia from the 1980s, which is his 
favorite decade – everything from 
cereal boxes to fast food packaging 
to video games to toys. 

The collection was purchased 
piece by piece online and at venues 
for used items like the Salvation 
Army and Goodwill, he said. 

The collection, as viewed on his 
website, includes items that peo-
ple in their 30s and 40s, as well as 
older people in their 50s, 60s, and 
70s should remember fondly and 

have favorable memories about, he 
said. 

Those who were children dur-
ing the era will remember items 
on the site like Cabbage Patch 
Dolls and GIJoe action fi gures that 
they may have played with in their 
youth.

There is also memorabilia re-
lated to WWF wrestling enter-
tainment and Atari video games: 
media that young people of the 
time period from 1980 to 1989 con-
sumed. 

For men, there are copies of Joe 
Weider’s Muscle and Fitness and 
Playboy magazines, along with 
USA-made Jockey shorts. 

In a women’s section of the web-
site, are photos of everything from 
Harlequin Romance Books, vari-
ous types of aerobic records and 
Women’s Day magazines, along 
with Jane Fonda workout tapes, 
Avon and Donna Mills personal 
care products.

There are also Aqua Net aero-
sol hair spray cans and Swatch 

watches. 
Those who were adults during 

the 1980s have contacted Annunzi-
ato about products that they used 
like cereal or dish cleaners, as 
well as products and services like 
Salad Crispins, Hush Puppies and 
the Columbia House record club, 
he said.

Virtually all of the people who 
have contacted him have been posi-
tive and supportive of his project, 
said Annunziato. 

“People are sharing very per-
sonal stories that are hitting me 
to the core because this is hitting 
them to the core,” he said. “I am 
getting a lot of support.” 

Some of the items that Annunzi-
ato said that he cherishes the most 
and would never part with were 
dinnerware like the kind his fam-
ily used when he was a youngster, 
and McDonalds Happy Meal toys 
and collectables that remind him of 
good times at fast-food restaurants. 

Annunziato has amassed what 
he believes is the largest collection 
of 1980s-specifi c memorabilia in 
the world. 

In addition to being on 80sThen-
80sNow.com, Annunziato has a 
presence on Facebook, YouTube, 
Instagram and Twitter. 

MP 1980s memorbilia collector shares 30,000 memories

JP Annunziato enjoying some breakfast with vintage cereal boxes from his favorite decade. 
 Photo courtesy of JP Annunziato
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ANTIQUES & ESTATE BUYERS

ANTIQUE & ESTATE BUYERS
We buy anything old. One piece or house full. 

WILL TRAVEL. HOUSE CALLS.

ANTIQUE & ESTATE BUYERS
We buy anything old. One piece or house full. 

WILL TRAVEL. HOUSE CALLS.
WILL TRAVEL

ENTIRE
TRI-STATE!

FREE
Estimates!

We Pay $CASH$ For 
Paintings, Clocks, Watches, 
Estate Jewelry & Fine China, 

From Single Items 
to Entire Estates!
Coin & Stamp Collections

Costume Jewelry
Antique Furniture  Lamps
Bronzes  Paintings  Prints

Chinese & Japanese 
Artwork & Porcelain

Sports Collectibles 
Comic Books  Old Toys  Records
Cameras  Sterling Flatware Sets

HUMMELS & LLADROS

ANTIQUES & ESTATE BUYERS

TOP $ PAID
FOR JUDAICA
COLLECTIBLES

HOUSE
CALLS

MOVING orDOWNSIZING?CALL
US!

Top $ Paid
for Antique

Sterling!

Military
Collections

Wanted
Swords,
Knives,

Helmets, etc.

SEE OUR AD EVERY SUNDAY IN THE POST

SAME DAY  
SERVICE  

AVAILABLE

SERVING BRONX 
AND THE ENTIRE  
TRI-STATE AREA

516-974-6528516-974-6528

WILL TRAVEL. WE MAKE HOUSE CALLS.
1029 WEST JERICHO TURNPIKE, SMITHTOWN, L.I.

HOUSE 
CALLS

ASK FOR CHRISTOPHER



B
R

O
N

X
 W

E
E

K
L

Y
   

N
o

v
e

m
b

e
r

 1
9

, 2
0

1
7

   
1

0
w

w
w

.B
X

T
im

e
s

.c
o

m

United Veterans Parade Committee of Greater New York held their 33rd Annual Bronx Veterans Day Parade in Throggs Neck on Sunday, November 12.  This year’s grand 
marshal was Christopher J. Devoy from Edgewater Park, a retired USMC master sergeant.  Lining the parade route were students from 15 local schools.  The march along 
East Tremont Avenue, Randall Avenue and the Throgs Neck Expressway service road culminated with a ceremony at Bicentennial Veterans Memorial Park.

33rd annual Veterans33rd annual Veterans

World War II veteran Seymour Goodman’s family honors his memory during the pa-
rade. Photo by Silvio Pacifi co

St. Theresa School had a large contingent of students at the parade. 
 Photo by Silvio Pacifi co

Country Club Civic Association members stand together to salute veterans. 
 Photo by Silvio Pacifi co

Cub Scout Pack #182 from First Lutheran Church of Throggs Neck marched with 
pride. Photo by Silvio Pacifi co

St. Benedict’s School in Throggs Neck had a strong patriotic 
showing during the march. Photo by Silvio Pacifi co

Marchers carry 21 folded fl ags to make the public aware 
of the 21 veterans who commit suicide every day. 
 Photo by Silvio Pacifi co

Our Lady of Assumptions’ Girl Scout and Brownie 
troops honored our nation’s heroes. 
 Photo by Silvio Pacifi co
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Throggs Neck Memorial Unit #1456 American Legion auxiliary marched. 
 Photo by Silvio Pacifi co

Grand marshal Christopher Devoy, U.S. Marine Mas-
ter Sergeant and Vietnam War veteran, marches on 
East Tremont Avenue during the parade. 
 Photo by Silvio Pacifi co

Color guards made a formation at the end of the parade at Bicentennial Veterans Memorial Park. 
 Photo by Silvio Pacifi co

Gianna Morales (c) won a $250 prize for her compo-
sition about veterans. Standing with her were Dana 
Carotenuto (l) of the veterans parade committee 
and Anthia Morales, Gianna’s mother. 
 Photo by Silvio Pacifi co

P.S. 304 students line the parade route. Photo by Silvio Pacifi co

Parade in Throggs NeckParade in Throggs Neck



  BY NUNZIO DEL GRECO
PRESIDENT AND CEO

BRONX CHAMBER OF COMMERCE 
The Bronx Chamber of Com-

merce Annual Holiday Party is 
an excellent opportunity for large 
and small businesses to host their 
offi ce or company party at a great 
venue, feast on the delicious buf-
fet, enjoy live music and entertain-
ment, photo booth, Ugly Holiday 
Sweater Contest, dancing, Charity 
Toy Drive, raffl es, door prizes and 
have fun. 

The holiday party is scheduled 
for Wednesday, December 13, at 
the elegant Villa Barone Manor, 
737 Throggs Neck Expressway. 
Small and mid-sized companies 
will signifi cantly benefi t by taking 
advanage of the affordable ticket 
price and all inclusive  

Following is more information 
on the holiday party and the top 
three reasons why large and small 
businesses should host their offi ce 
or holiday party with the Bronx 
Chamber of Commerce:

1) Save money: Making reserva-
tions on your own at a restaurant or 
catering hall would be much more 
expensive and less fun especially 
for groups of ten or more. Take ad-

vantage of the early reservations 
discount. For more information 
call Phil Cardone (718) 828-3900 or 
email: phil@bronxchamber.org. 

2) All inclusive -  Reservation 
price includes tax, gratuity and:

• Have your guests feast on deli-
cious buffet selections;

• Enjoy your meal with compli-
mentary wine and beer;

• Have your guests enjoy live 
music by Just Nuts Party Band;

• Be host of your table(s) at this 
elegant venue with valet parking;

• Your guests and friends can 
have fun with the photo booth;

• Wear your ‘Ugly Holiday 
Sweater’ – contest/prize for win-
ner;

• Bring your dancing shoes to 
dance and have fun;

• Sponsorship opportunities are 
available for special recognition

• Charity Toy Drive to benefi t 
the Bronx YMCA

• Raffl es, 50/50 and door prizes 
3) No worries: The professional 

staff of the BCC will process and 
expedite all reservations, assign 
individual and group table assign-
ments. 

Popularity of the successful 
Meet-Up networking and major 

events sponsored by the Bronx 
Chamber of Commerce continues 
to grow. Over 300 members, friends 
and guests attended the 2016 holi-
day party.

There are many additional ex-
cellent benefi ts of membership 
listed in the Bronx Chamber bro-
chure. It is important to also men-
tion that membership dues, event 
ticket cost, advertising in the publi-
cations, and event sponsorship are 
legitimate business deductions for 

tax purposes to the fullest extent 
of the law. For more information 
on membership contact Sashee Ri-
vera, membership director at (718) 
828-3900 or email: Sashee@Bronx-
Chamber.org.

I am proud to be leading the 
Bronx Chamber of Commerce 
and actively participating in the 
renaissance taking place in the 
Bronx. The Bronx Chamber of 
Commerce is one of the most infl u-
ential, professional and successful 
organizations and voice for busi-

nesses in Bronx County. Profes-
sionals and companies are drawn 
to the successful companies and 
active members affi liated with 
the Bronx Chamber of Commerce. 
Membership includes businesses 
ranging from large corporations, 
cultural institutions, universities 
and colleges, hospitals and medi-
cal centers, non-profi ts, and mid-
sized to small companies. Visit: 
www.BronxChamber.org. 

Helping you grow your Bronx 
business is our goal!
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Chamber schedules holiday party

NUNZIO DELGRECO
AARP Driver Safety Program

As a service to his constitu-
ents, Assemblyman Michael 
Benedetto will be sponsoring 
an AARP Driver Safety course 
on Tuesday, December 19, from 
9:30 a.m. to 4:30 p.m.  The course 
is held at Fort Schuyler House, 
3077 Cross Bronx Expressway.

Space is limited.  Registration 
for this class begins on Monday, 
November 20, at  9:30 a.m.  No 
reservations will be taken prior 
to that time.

To reserve a seat, call Assem-

blyman Benedetto’s offi ce at (718) 
892-2235.

The cost is $20 for AARP mem-
bers and $25 for non-members. 

This 6-hour course will re-
fresh your driving knowledge 
with a review of time-tested safe 
driving tips.  Those who com-
plete the course will receive a 
reduction of approximately 10 
percent from the base rate of 
automobile and motorcycle li-
ability premiums each year for 
three years.

What to do if you get the fl u
by Healthy Seniors CliCC

Transportation 
services for seniors

Do you need help getting 
to and from your medical 
appointments?  

Transportation Services 
are available to seniors 
Monday through Friday, 8 
a.m. to 4 p.m., in community 
boards 9, 10, 11 and 12.

• Door-to-door service for 
all medical appointments

• Courteous, professional 
drivers

• Clean vehicles
• Handicap accessibility, 

including wheelchair lifts 
For further information, 

call Mildred Cardona, pro-
gram director of the R.A.I.N. 
Transportation Program at 
(718) 882-8513. 

The best way to prevent the 
fl u is by getting a fl u shot, and 
now is the time to get one.  Some-
times, however, even with the 
shot you may come down with 
the fl u, although it will usually 
be milder than if you had not 
gotten one.

If you do have fl u-like symp-
toms (fever, chills, aches, a sore 
throat), stay home and avoid con-
tact with other people for seven 
days after your symptoms be-
gan, or until you’ve been symp-
tom-free for 24 hours except to 
get medical care. 

You should also call your 
healthcare provider.  A health-
care provider can prescribe one 
of two antiviral drugs:  oselta-
mivir (Tamifl u®) or zanamivir 
(relenza®), which work best if 
taken early in the illness, so call 
your provider as soon as pos-
sible.

Other things you should do to 
get better as quickly as possible 
are: 

Get Some Rest

Get enough sleep and drink 
plenty of fl uids.  Water and soup 
are great ways to stay hydrated.  
Try to avoid caffeinated drinks, 
which won’t hydrate you as 
well.

Make Yourself as Comfort-
able as Possible

Because you might be cold 
one minute and hot the next, 
wear layers of clothes so you can 
easily add or remove them as 
needed.

Look Out for Emergency 

Warning Signs

Because the fl u can lead to se-
rious health problems, call your 
healthcare provider or go to the 
emergency room immediately, 
especially if you live alone, and 
you have any of these symp-
toms:

• High or prolonged fever 
(above 101-102°F or a fever last-
ing more than 3-5 days)

• Diffi culty breathing or 
shortness of breath

• Pain or pressure in the 
chest

• Near-fainting or fainting
• Confusion
• Severe or persistent vomiting 

and/or the inability to keep down 
food or water

You can stop the spread of the fl u 
with simple precautions:

Wash your hands often with soap 
and water or an alcohol-based hand 
gel — especially after you sneeze or 
cough, and before eating.

Cover your mouth and nose with 
a tissue when you cough or sneeze.  
If you don’t have a tissue, cough or 
sneeze into the upper part of your 
sleeve.

Avoid touching your eyes, nose, 
and mouth.

Try to avoid close contact with 
people who are coughing or other-
wise appear sick.

Brought to you by Montefi ore 
Medical Group, R.A.I.N. and the 
Hartford Institute for Geriatric 
Nursing @ NYU, based on Ameri-
can Geriatric Society materials.

Call 718.260.2555
..to sell your car in our 
CLASSIFIED SECTIONS 
& get...Real Results!
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BRIDAL FASHION
KLEINFELD BRIDAL SAMPLE STUDIO
123 West 20th Street, New York, NY 10011 
(2nd fl oor across from Kleinfeld Bridal) 
(917) 388-2341 
www.kleinfeldbridal.com/sample-studio

TUXEDOS
TUXEDO WORLD OF STATEN ISLAND
2791 Richmond Avenue, #6, 
Staten Island, NY 10314, (718) 698-4859 
www.tuxedoworldsi.com

CATERING & VENUES
ATLAS STEAKHOUSE
943 Coney Island Avenue 
off  18th Avenue, Brooklyn, NY
(646) 494-7227, www.AtlasSteak.com
BAY RIDGE MANOR
476 76th Street, Brooklyn
(718) 748-8855
www.bayridgemanor.com
CELEBRATE AT SNUG HARBOR
(718) 442-2700 
www.celebrate-snug.com  
events@celebrate-snug.com
EDIBLE ARRANGEMENTS
133-22 Springfi eld Blvd., (718) 528-3344
158-18 Cross Bay Blvd., (718) 848-3344
1357 Fulton Street, (718) 622-3344
1557 Ralph Avenue, (718) 451-3344
www.ediblearrangements.com/
stores/StoreLocator.aspx
GLEN TERRACE
5313 Avenue N, Brooklyn, (718) 252-4614
GRAND OAKS COUNTRY CLUB
200 Huguenot Avenue, Staten Island
(718) 356–2771, www.grandoaksnyc.com
GRAND PROSPECT HALL
263 Prospect Avenue, Brooklyn 
(718) 788-0777, www.grandprospecthall.com
HUNTERS STEAK HOUSE
9404 Fourth Avenue, Brooklyn, NY 11209 
(718) 238-8899
www.HuntersSteakhouse.com
IL FORNETTO
2902 Emmons Avenue in Brooklyn 
(718) 332-8494
www.ilFornettoRestaurant.com

MARBELLA RESTAURANT
220-33 Northern Boulevard 
Bayside, NY 11361, (718) 423-0100 
www.marbella-restaurant.com
PARADISE CATERING HALL
51 Avenue U, Brooklyn, NY 11223
(718) 372-4352 
www.theparadisecateringhall.com
THE PEARL ROOM
8518 - 3rd Avenue
Brooklyn, NY 11209
(718) 833-6666 
www.pearlroombklyn.com
SCHNITZEL HAUS
7319 5th Avenue, Bay Ridge, NY 11029
(718) 836-5600, www.schnitzelhausny.com
ROCCO’S TACOS
339 Adams Street, Brooklyn, NY 11201
(718) 246-8226, roccostacos.net 
SIRICO’S CATERERS
8015-23 13th Avenue, Brooklyn 
(718) 331-2900, www.siricoscaterers.net
SOTTO 13
5140 West 13th Street, New York, NY
(212) 647-1001, sotto13.com
TERRACE ON THE PARK
52-11 111 Street, Flushing, NY 11368 
(718) 592-5000
www.terraceonthepark.com
THE VANDERBILT AT SOUTH BEACH
300 Father Capodanno Boulevard 
Staten Island, NY
(718) 447-0800 
www.vanderbiltsouthbeach.com

FAVORS & INVITATIONS
THE BRONX DESIGN GROUP
2914 Westchester Avenue
Bronx, NY 10461
(718) 409-9874, Ext. 106
danielles@bronxdesign.com
UNFORGETTABLE EVENTS
2049 Flatbush Avenue in Brooklyn, 
(718) 377-4535
FLORISTS
FLORAL FANTASY
3031 Quentin Road in Brooklyn, 
(718) 998-7060 or
(800) 566–8380 
www.fl oralfantasyny.com
FLOWERS BY MASSENET
Jamaica, Queens, NY
(347) 724-7044 
(718) 526-3725
HENRY’S FLORIST
8103 Fifth Avenue in Brooklyn 
(800) 543-6797 or (718) 238–3838 
www.henrysfl oristweddingevents.com
MARINE FLORIST AND DECORATORS
1995 Flatbush Avenue in Brooklyn 
(800) 447-6730 or (718) 338-3600
www.marinefl orists.com

LIMOUSINE SERVICES
MILA LIMOUSINE CORPORATION
(718) 232-8973, www.milalimo.com
ROMANTIQUE/DOUBLE DIAMOND LIMOUSINES
1421-86 Street, Brooklyn, NY, (718) 351-7273
2041-Hylan Boulevard, Staten Island 
(718) 351-7273, www.rddlimos.com
SOPHISTICATED LIMOUSINES
Serving the Tri state area & NJ, (866) 455-5466

PHOTOGRAPHY & VIDEO
FANTASY PHOTOGRAPHY
3031 Quentin Rd., Brooklyn NY,  (718) 998-0949
www.fantasyphotographyandvideo.com
NY PHOTO VIDEO GROUP
1040 Hempstead Tpke, Franklin Square, NY 11010 
(516) 352-3188 www.nyphotovideogroup.com
info@nyphotovideogroup.com
ONE FINE DAY PHOTOGRAPHERS
459 Pacifi c Street, Massapequa Park 
(516) 690–1320
www.onefi nedayphotographers.com

SALONS
PILO ARTS SALON
8412 3 Avenue, Brooklyn, NY 11209
(718) 748–7411, www.piloarts.com

SERVICES
COSMETIC & LASER CENTER OF BAY RIDGE
9921 4th Avenue, Brooklyn, NY 11209 
(718) 833-2793 or (718) 833-7616 
www.BayRidgeDerm.com
ELITE WEIGHT LOSS
1316 Kings Highway, Brooklyn, NY 11229
(917) 444-3043 
EliteWeightLossNY.com
JOSEPH LICHTER, D.D.S.
1420 Avenue P in Brooklyn
(718) 339-7878
 www.josephlichterdds.co
OMNI DENTAL CARE
313 Kings Highway in Brooklyn
(718) 376-8656 
www.omnidentalcare.com
THE VEIN CENTER OF THE VASCULAR INSTITUTE 
OF NY
Dr. Natalie Marks
960 - 50 Street, Brooklyn, NY 11219
(718) 438-0067 
www.vascularnyc.com

WEDDING CAKES
WHIPPED PASTRY BOUTIQUE-WEDDING CAKES
(718) 858-8088
www.whippedpastryboutique.com

WEDDING EXPOS
BRIDAL AFFAIR
(718) 317–9701, www.bridalaff air.com

WEDDING INSURANCE
TRI-STATE INSURANCE BROKERAGE
610 Crescent Ave., Bronx 10458
277 Tarrytown Rd., White Plains 10602
(718) 618-7666, ww.tsinsbk.com

TO BE INCLUDED IN THIS DIRECTORY CALL (718) 260–8302
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BY PATRICK ROCCHIO
For the ninth year, a 

school in Morris Park has 
celebrated veterans in a 
big way. 

P.S. 108 held its 9th An-
nual Veteran’s Day Cel-
ebration on Friday, No-
vember 10, inviting about 
three-dozen veterans to 
the school to honor their 
service and draw attention 
to their accomplishments. 

The school’s former cus-
todial engineer, Michael 
Tierney, founded the an-
nual event with the sup-
port of the entire school 
community, and emceed it 
this year.

Honored veteran speak-
ers who spoke to the stu-
dents about their military 
service were Tony Salim-
bene and police offi cer Mel-
vin Rodriguez of the 49th 
Precinct.  

“We do this for those 
who served, but I always 
say that Veterans Day is for 
the guys who never came 
back,” said Salimbene. 

Salimbene, a U.S. Coast 
Guard veteran, said that 
the celebration was a 
prime example of how to 
have success in public edu-
cation. 

Rodriguez, a U.S. Army 
veteran, told the children 
that in the military he lost 
some friends and made oth-

ers that he knew he could 
count on. 

He told that children 
that he knew that there 
were future veterans in 
their group and that it was 
something they shouldn’t 
be afraid of. 

Tierney said that he 
started the event several 
years ago because of an in-
terest in World War II that 
went back to his childhood 
and as a project for a class 
he was taking in leader-
ship. 

“I was thinking how can 
I combine my job with my 
interest in World War II,” 
said Tierney, who added 
that at the time he believed 
that many of the students 
may not know a lot about 
World War II and that some 
veterans might have been 
forgotten. 

“I really just wanted to 
show the veterans we have 
not forgotten them and at 
the same time show the 
students why we are free 
and have freedoms, and 
why we should be thank-
ful,” Tierney said. 

He hopes that students 
take away from the an-
nual event that it is good 
to give back to the people 
who have sacrifi ced for us 
and that they realize that 
many countries don’t have 
the same kind of freedoms 

Americans enjoy. 
Key to making the an-

nual event a success in he 
beginning were Morris 
Park veteran Chris DiCon-
stanzo and the late-Joseph 
Garofalo, a World War II 
veteran who founded the 
Bronx Veterans Museum 
housed at John Dormi and 
Sons Funeral Home.  

This year’s event in-
cluded the presentation of 
a fl ag by Theodore Korony 
American Legion Post 
#253, the viewing of Eric 
Spink’s short fi lm featur-
ing Garafalo called ‘The 
Scavenger,’ and student 
performances and read-
ings. 

Sal Fasulo, a Vietnam 
veteran from Spencer 
Estate who attended the 
event, said that he hoped 
the children would not for-
get what was discussed, 
and that they remember 
the history surrounding 
those who served. 

Angelo Pinto, the cur-
rent curator of the Bronx 
Veterans Museum, said 
that he tries to give a voice 
to the veterans of the past, 
and believes Garofalo, 
who founded the museum, 
would be proud of how the 
museum has fl ourished 
and how the popularity 
of the P.S. 108 event has 
grown. 

P.S. 108 continues annual 
salute to local veterans

Police offi cer Melvin Hernandez, one of two honored veteran speakers, addresses P.S. 108 students on 
Friday, November 10. Community News Group / Patrick Rocchio

BY SARAH VALENZUELA
Thanksgiving meals are 

about more than the family 
gathering and heaping dishes 
of food for God’s Love We De-
liver.

The organization focuses 
on “improving the health and 
well-being of men, women and 
children living with serious 
illnesses by alleviating hun-
ger and malnutrition,” ac-
cording to their mission state-
ment.

Their service to the metro 
New York area may seem vast, 
but for Morrisania resident, 
Charles Bell, their service 
over the last two years has 
meant more than words can 
really describe.

“I’m a strong believer 
in God, and God’s Love has 
brought the theory of God 
to reality and to my life with 
their tender, love and care 
that they’ve demonstrated 
each and every day to me,” 
Bell said. “Whoever named 
it God’s Love had to be a ge-
nius.”

Bell is a Vietnam War vet-
eran whose medical condi-
tions now keep him almost 
completely disabled. 

Before he was introduced 

to the organization, Thanks-
giving was not a holiday Bell 
celebrated because he lives by 
himself. 

Thanksgiving meal deliv-
eries are only a small part of 
the deliveries the organization 
makes, as they craft and cater 
over seven thousand meals ev-
ery week throughout the year 
to the specifi c medical condi-
tions and needs their clients 
are facing, free of charge.

However, the gesture has 
been most welcomed by Bell 
who said he had basically 
been twiddling his thumbs 
through the holiday. 

“It’s meant a life of liberty 
and a pursuit of happiness,” 
Bell said of what the organiza-
tion means to him.

The holiday season can 
either be rewarding or a re-
minder of loneliness for many 
who are not able to spend time 
with family or friends. 

Although he is not able 
to be with his family during 
Thanksgiving, Bell noted he 
speaks with his family on a 
very regular basis

Bell lived in Bulgaria be-
fore he moved to the Bronx, 
and now spends most of his 
time in his apartment because 

of his congestive heart failure 
and diabetes.

“I live alone but I’m not 
lonely,” Bell mentioned in a 
statement to the organization. 
“If I didn’t have you (God’s 
Love) I would have no other 
option.”

He only leaves his home 
to go to the James J. Peters 
VA Medical Center in Kings-
bridge. It was through Bell’s 
VA social worker he was in-
troduced to God’s Love We 
Deliver. 

More than 25-percent of 
God’s Love clients are from 
the Bronx but about ten per-
cent of all their clients are vet-
erans. Bell is one of the orga-
nization’s regular clients.

“God’s Love greets me 
twice a week on Tuesday and 
Thursday,” Bell added. “I’m 
very appreciative for all the 
services that I’ve received.”

God’s Love was founded in 
1985 and has since delivered 
over 20-million meals through 
all fi ve boroughs, Westchester, 
Nassau and Hudson counties.

Aside from delivering spe-
cial meals on Thanksgiving, 
God’s Love We Deliver also 
crafts Christmas meals for 
their clients in December.

God’s Love We Deliver makes 
Vietnam vet’s life fulfi lled

Charles Bell has received weekly meals from God’s Love We Deliver for the last two years and this year 
will be his third time receiving a Thanksgiving meal from the organization. 
 Photo Courtesy of Dom Pisanelli
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Senator Jeff Klein hosted his 10th annual Veterans Day Breakfast before Throggs Neck’s 33rd annual Bronx Veterans Day Parade on Sunday, November 12.  The breakfast 
was hosted in partnership with Assemblyman Michael Benedetto, Assemblyman Mark Gjonaj and Councilman James Vacca.  During the breakfast, the elected offi cials 
gave awards to the families of the parade’s honorary grand marshals.  Klein also provided $15,000 in funding for the Bronx Veterans Mentors.

(l-r) Assemblyman Gjonaj, Assemblyman Benedetto, Senator Klein and Pat Devine with family members of 
honorary grand marshal Robert Booth. Photo by Laura Stone

(l-r) Senator Klein, grand marshal Chris Devoy and last year’s 
grand marshal Ron Watson. Photo by Laura Stone

(l-r) Grand marshal Master Sargent Chris Devoy, with family members son-in-law; Det. John O’Brien; son Lt. Bobby Devoy and nephew Matthew Scallan. Also, last year’s grand 
marshal Lt. Colonel Ronald Watson (2nd from left) Photo by Laura Stone

Senator Klein sponsors 10thSenator Klein sponsors 10th



1
7

      B
R

O
N

X
 W

E
E

K
L

Y
 N

o
v

e
m

b
e

r
 1

9
, 2

0
1

7
 

w
w

w
.B

X
T

im
e

s
.c

o
m

(top) (l-r) Senator Klein, Assemblyman Benedetto, Pat Devine and 
Assemblyman Gjonaj with family members of honorary grand 
marshal Anthony Mara Photo by Laura Stone

(middle left) Special check given to Bronx Veteran Mentors given 
to (l-r) Dwayne Gathers of Bronx Veteran Mentors, with Senator 
Klein and Pat Devine. Photo by Laura Stone

(middle right) (l-r) Senator Klein, Assemblyman Benedetto, Pat 
Devine and Assemblyman Gjonaj with a family member of honor-
ary grand marshal Michael Roche Photo by Laura Stone

(l-r) Senator Klein, Assemblyman Benedetto, Assemblyman Gjonaj 
and Pat Devine with family members of honorary grand marshal 
Brendan Devine. Photo by Laura Stone

annual Veterans Day Breakfastannual Veterans Day Breakfast





I and II, the Korean con-
fl ict and Vietnam War.  

The renovation be-
gan as an effort to erect a 
new fl agpole for the Van 
Nest Memorial, said Ber-
nadette Ferrara, VNNA 
president. 

After the funding al-
location by Torres for the 
fl agpole, the NYC Parks 
Department has allo-
cated additional funds for 
improvements to the Van 
Nest Park’s memorial 
plaza, said Ferrara

“It is going to be beau-
tiful,” said Ferrara. “The 
whole square is going to 
be redone and it is great 
because it is such a cen-
tral, focal-point of Van 
Nest.” 

Richard Vitacco, a 
VNNA member who is 
East Bronx History Fo-
rum president and the 
coordinator of annual 
Memorial Day and Vet-
erans Day ceremonies at 
the monument, said that 
the location represents a 
connection between Van 

Nest’s past and present.
“The whole park area 

is in a sense the ‘town-
square,’” said Vitacco, 
adding it is a gathering 
place for people for civic 
events, including the an-
nual Van Nest Christmas 
tree lighting. 

According to Parks, 
the wrought-iron fence 
surrounding the war 
monument will be low-
ered from four feet to 
two feet and six inches 
to facilitate viewing and 
reading of names on the 
monument. 

The lowering of the 
fence is part of an initia-
tive called Parks without 
Borders to make parks 
more open and welcom-
ing. 

A formal entrance 
to the monument area 
will be a part of the re-
construction, stated an 
Parks spokeswoman. 

Four new trees will be 
added as part of the proj-
ect, and the plantings 
will be added to existing 
tree pits as well as other 

locations in the park, 
with construction ex-
pected to begin in spring 
2018. 

“We’ve worked closely 
with the community on 
the design for this proj-
ect,” said Iris Rodri-
guez-Rosa, Parks Bronx 
commissioner. “We’ll be 

replacing the time-worn 
concrete, making the me-
morial greener and add-
ing a ramp to make sure 
veterans and others with 
disabilities can view the 
memorial up close.”

Torres said that mon-
ument area’s impor-
tance to the community 

couldn’t be overstated. 
“The $60,000 allocated 

by my offi ce will beautify 
the park with new plant-
ings and seating, and the 
new fl agpole will further 
cement our gratitude to 
all who serve our coun-
try in uniform,” said the 
councilman. 
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Veteran family gets help from Rebuilding Together
BY SARAH VALENZUELA
Remodeling a portion of 

a house can be very incon-
veniencing and stressful at 
times, to the homeowner, 
as well as expensive. 

But for those on the con-
struction side it is a chance 
to lend a helping hand and 
make someone’s home more 
attuned to their needs.

Rebuilding Together 
has been doing just that 
since 1988 and for long-time 
Bronx resident, David Gay-
mon Jr, the group’s work 
has made his family all the 
more excited about the up-
coming holiday season. 

Gaymon’s home had all 
the touches of family and 
comfort, but the back room 
of the house was in dire 
need of repairs.

“We got racoons, we 
got possums... skunks and 
everything was coming 
up in the room,” Gaymon 
said. “They were coming 
up through the holes some-
place, making the whole 
house smell.” 

The 64-year-old veteran 
served for two years in the 

Army before being medi-
cally discharged with hear-
ing complications. 

Gaymon also struggles 
to walk and uses a  motor-
ized wheelchair and stair-
lifts to get around.

Gaymon explained his 
predicament to personnel 
at the James J. Peters VA 
Medical Center in Kings-
bridge and they connected 
him with Rebuilding To-

gether, who was all too 
ready to help. 

As the volunteer work 
approaches week three of 
the project, a great deal of 
progress has clearly been 
made.

“The room was more 
like an [enclosed] alumi-
num sun porch so it didn’t 
actually have any founda-
tion or [traditional] walls,” 
said Kimberly George, the 

executive director of Re-
building Together NYC. 
“So what we’re doing here 
is we removed the alumi-
num and we’re building an 
actual room.”

Along with creating a 
sturdy and sealed foun-
dation, the project has 
also called for wider door 
frames with doors that 
swing in both directions so 
Gaymon can get in and out 
of the room in his wheel-
chair without help. 

There is also a plan to 
move the family’s washing 
machine and dryer into 
the new room and out of 
their kitchen where it cur-
rently sits.

The organization runs 
a workforce training pro-
gram that spends half its 
time in a classroom and 
the remining half on con-
struction sites helping the 
Rebuilding Together team 
with projects like the one 
for Gaymon’s house. 

A Rebuilding Together 
construction team is usu-
ally comprised of both 
experienced and newer 

builders and at the Gay-
mon’s home project the 
new students have been 
sent to get their fi rst taste 
of fi eld work. 

“This is what we do, 
we work, even when it’s 
cold and I’m excited to be 
here,” said Terry Scott, 
the director of construc-
tion of Rebuilding To-
gether NYC.

For this project and 
many like it, Scott and the 
Rebuilding Together team 
have tried to make the 
stress of construction and 
home improvement enjoy-
able for both the workers 
and the families they help, 
by holding a group cheer 
with the workers that lit-
erally starts with yelling, 
“I’m fi red up.”

But for Gaymon and his 
family, having them there 
has been like having fre-
inds around.

“I appreciate it so 
much,” Gaymon added. 

The project is expected 
to be completed before 
Christmas according to 
Scott.

(front, l-r) Rebuilding Together NYC executive director Kimberly 
George, David Gaymon, Jr and David Gaymon III with members of 
the the Rebuilding Together construction students and director of 
Construction Terry Scott (back). Community News Group/Sarah 
Valenzuela
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A NYC Parks Department schematic of the renovations planned at the Van Nest Memorial at White 
Plains Road and Unionport Road. Photo courtesy of Van Nest Neighborhood Association

Van Nest Monument Plaza rebuild slated for spring of 2018
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TOP DRIVER DISTRACTIONS
ADVERTORIAL

Using mobile phones
Leading the list of the 

top distractions behind the 
wheel are mobile phones. 
Phones now do more than 
just place calls, and driv-
ers often cannot pull away 
from their phones, even 
when driving. According to 
the California Department 
of Motor Vehicles, studies 
have shown that driving 
performance is lowered 
and the level of distraction 
is higher for drivers who 
are heavily engaged in cell 

phone conversations. The 
use of a hands-free device 
does not lower distraction 
levels. The percentage of 
vehicle crashes and near-
crashes attributed to di-
aling is nearly identical 
to the number associated 
with talking or listening. 

Daydreaming
Many people will admit 

to daydreaming behind 
the wheel or looking at a 
person or object outside of 
the car  for too long. Per-

haps they’re checking out 
a house in a new neighbor-
hood or thought they saw 
someone they knew on the 
street corner. It can be easy 
to veer into the direction 
your eyes are focused, caus-
ing an accident. In addition 
to trying to stay focused on 
the road, some drivers pre-
fer the help of lane depar-
ture warning systems.

Eating
Those who haven’t quite 

mastered walking and 

chewing gum at the same 
time may want to avoid 
eating while driving. The 
majority of foods require a 
person’s hands to be taken 
off of the wheel and their 
eyes to be diverted from the 
road. Reaching in the back 
seat to share some French 
fries with the kids is also 
distracting. 

Try to eat meals before 
getting in the car. For 
those who must snack 
while en route, take a 
moment to pull over at 

a rest area and spend 10
minutes snacking there 
before resuming the
trip.

Reading
Glancing at an adver-

tisement, updating a Fa-
cebook status or reading
a book are all activities 
that should be avoided 
when driving. Even pour-
ing over a traffic map or 
consulting the digital 
display of a GPS system 
can be distracting.


