
BY BOB GUILIANO
A vigil held in the memory 

of a 22-year-old mother alleg-
edly slain by her ex-boyfriend 
in front of their 2-year-old son 
highlighted the worst out-
come of domestic violence.

Family members, friends 
and neighbors paid their re-
spects to Zoila Feliz in the 
courtyard of her building at 
1161 Stratford Avenue in the 
Bronx on Friday, November 
3.

Police had responded to 
a 911 call on Wednesday, 
November 1, from Feliz’s 
mother, Margarita, who dis-
covered her daughter’s body 
in the apartment with knife 
wounds to her neck and stom-
ach, with her son Jaylen 
crying next to his deceased 
mom.

The toddler’s father, Dar-
rin Rose, 22, of 480 E. 188th 
Street, was arrested and 
charged with murder, man-
slaughter, assault and crimi-
nal possession of a weapon, 
according to the NYPD. 

Feliz’s family approached 
Assemblyman Marcos Cre-
spo in the aftermath of the 
slaying, and Crespo helped 
organize a vigil.

“We called for the vigil 
because we wanted three 
things,” Crespo said. “One, 
to honor and celebrate this 
young lady’s life; two, we 
didn’t want the family to suf-
fer in silence or to feel that 
they are alone in their pain; 
and three, because we wanted 
to make this a teachable mo-
ment to the extent that we 
could highlight just how im-
portant it is for people who 
are in unhealthy relation-

BY BOB GUILIANO
Mark Gjonaj declared victory 

Tuesday, November 7, after win-
ning the hotly contested race in 
the 13th Council District to re-
place the term-limited James 
Vacca, over four challengers.

“With tonight’s vote, Bronx-
ites spoke with a clear voice, 
‘Wake up City Hall!’ Gjonaj told a 

crowd of supporters gathered to 
watch election returns.

Gjonaj defeated local business-
man John Cerini, a Republican/
Conservative, with 49 percent of 
the vote to Cerini’s 36 percent. 

Gjonaj is the fi rst Albanian-
American to win a City Council 
seat.

John Doyle, Marjorie Ve-

lazquez and Alex Gomez split the 
remaining 15 percent of the vote.

The race pitted the reigning 
80th Assembly District assem-
blyman, Gjonaj, against, Cerini, 
a newcomer to politics. 

Borough President Ruben 
Diaz Jr. was re-elected with 88 
percent of the vote in a race 
against Camella Price, running 

on the Reform line, as well as Re-
publican Steven DeMartis and 
Conservative Antonio Vitello.

Diaz made his priority to at-
tract positive development, cre-
ate educational equality and take 
care of health disparities, his 
campaign’s central message.

In the 14th Council District, 
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First Albanian-American to win Council seat

GJONAJ DEFEATS 
4 CHALLENGERS

Mourners 
attend vigil for 
slain 22 year-

old mother

(Left) Councilman-elect Mark Gjonaj celebrates his victory with family, friends, supporters and staff on election night, Tuesday, November 7, at “Pasta Pasta” restau-
rant. Photo by Silvio J. Pacifi co



BY SARAH VALENZUELA
A new addition to a public 

school is making kids talk with 
their feet.

On Tuesday, October 17, ten 
of the fi rst 50 new soccer mini 
pitches were unveiled around the 
fi ve boroughs as part of the New 
York City Soccer Initiative. 

One of these new mini soccer 
fi elds opened at P.S. 93 and the ex-
citement of its unveiling is still 
alive and kicking.

The idea for this initiative was 
part of an overall agenda, started 
by Major League Soccer last year 
with the opening of the mini pitch 
at P.S. 49, to create safe spaces for 
kids to play. 

In a collaboration between New 
York City and New York City Foot-
ball Club, the NYC Soccer Initia-
tive was formed with the remain-
ing 40 new mini pitches expected 
to open over the next four years. 

“We want kids to play to pro-
mote a healthy lifestyle and tackle 
this issue of spending too much 
time in front of video screens,” NY-
CFC director of Community De-
velopment, Paul Jeffries. “There’s 
also a lot of (soccer) programs that 
cost money, but all of our program-
ming will be free.”

Since its opening, the mini 
pitch has been used both by the 
students and the surrounding 
community, according to P.S. 93 
principal Jonathan Kaplan.

“It’s a great addition to what we 
have and I’m excited about it,” Ka-
plan said.

The school had received a well-

ness grant in the past and has lead 
a healthy eating program that has 
included cooking classes with the 
students and provided a healthy 
alternative menu during school 
meal periods.

“It (the soccer fi eld) does lend 
itself to what we are doing as far 
as exercise and eating right is con-

cerned,” Kaplan explained.
The mini pitch is used for stu-

dent play during recess and dur-
ing physical education periods. 

The gym teacher has started 
implementing play on the new 
fi eld while teaching kids how to 
play soccer according to the prin-
cipal. 

The school is also looking at the 
potential for starting after-school 
programs in collaboration with 
some of the organizers of the initia-
tive, NYCFC.

Local elected offi cials of the 
area have also welcomed the new 
addition in Soundview. 

“This investment and the part-
nership with NYCFC means so 
much to the south Bronx, where 
for years there was a lack of invest-
ment in green and recreational 
space,” Councilman Rafael Sala-
manca mentioned in a statement. 
“The pitch at P.S. 93 is an amazing 
example of how that tide is turn-
ing.”

Assembleyman Luis Sepúlveda, 
whose son is a big soccer fan, also 
made a statement about the new 
mini pitch. “Soccer is a sport that 
is not only physically healthy, but 
also builds both character and 
confi dence, all so extremely im-
portant to youngsters growing up 
in under-served neighborhoods,” 
Sepúlveda stated.

NYCFC is currently accepting 
submissions for locations to build 
the next ten mini pitches and they 
have asked the community to rec-
ommend areas they think are most 
in need of this type of facility.
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POT of GOLD
Sherbee Antiques is a family-owned business that has been 

serving the tri-state area for over 60 years. 
We buy from the full contents of homes and estates 

to single items. We specialize in high-end goods such as 
antiques, art, fi ne porcelain, lighting, bronzes and sculptures. 

We have particular interest in fi ne jewelry, timepieces, 
diamonds, gold and silver. 

If you call we will come to you, free of charge, and evaluate 
what you are selling. We know the value of your possessions 
and are willing to pay top dollar on the spot. Please feel free 
to call seven days a week for a free same day consultation.

You may be sitting on a large fortune. 
Call Sherbee Antiques. They’ll tell you how much.

CALL TODAY 917-748-7622 OR 718-762-7448 
You’ll be glad you did.

Sherbee  Antiques
Est. 1940

C.O.D.

Prompt Delivery • Easy Online Ordering
Metered Delivery • Premium Heating Oil

www.CODOIL.com 
*Cannot combine with any other offers.

Lic. #74-1810078

(718) 354-3834

PAY C.O.D. PRICES & SAVE!!*

*Mention this ad 
when you place your 
order and receive an 

additional 3¢ off 
per gallon 

Refer a new customer 
to us and take an 
additional 3¢ off 

per gallon 
on your next order 

(l-r) Principal Jonathan Kaplan, Mikey Lopez from NYC FC and Famod K. Konneh, NYC Offi ce of the Mayor joined students in 
commemorating their school’s new soccer fi eld. Photo by Aracelis Batista

Soccer initiative unveils mini pitch in Soundview
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ANTIQUES & ESTATE BUYERS

ANTIQUE & ESTATE BUYERS
We buy anything old. One piece or house full. 

WILL TRAVEL. HOUSE CALLS.

ANTIQUE & ESTATE BUYERS
We buy anything old. One piece or house full. 

WILL TRAVEL. HOUSE CALLS.
WILL TRAVEL

ENTIRE
TRI-STATE!

FREE
Estimates!

We Pay $CASH$ For 
Paintings, Clocks, Watches, 
Estate Jewelry & Fine China, 

From Single Items 
to Entire Estates!
Coin & Stamp Collections

Costume Jewelry
Antique Furniture  Lamps
Bronzes  Paintings  Prints

Chinese & Japanese 
Artwork & Porcelain

Sports Collectibles 
Comic Books  Old Toys  Records
Cameras  Sterling Flatware Sets

HUMMELS & LLADROS

ANTIQUES & ESTATE BUYERS

TOP $ PAID
FOR JUDAICA
COLLECTIBLES

HOUSE
CALLS

MOVING orDOWNSIZING?CALL
US!

Top $ Paid
for Antique

Sterling!

Military
Collections

Wanted
Swords,
Knives,

Helmets, etc.

SEE OUR AD EVERY SUNDAY IN THE POST

SAME DAY  
SERVICE  

AVAILABLE

SERVING BRONX 
AND THE ENTIRE  
TRI-STATE AREA

516-974-6528516-974-6528

WILL TRAVEL. WE MAKE HOUSE CALLS.
1029 WEST JERICHO TURNPIKE, SMITHTOWN, L.I.

HOUSE 
CALLS

ASK FOR CHRISTOPHER



Councilman Fernando 
Cabrera swept to victory 
with 84 percent of the vote 
against Working Families 
candidate Randy Abreau, 
an attorney who had 
worked in the Obama ad-
ministration and had ear-
lier challenged him in the 
Democratic primary.

In the 18th Council Dis-
trict, Senator Ruben Diaz, 
Sr. won 79 percent of the 
vote to replace term-lim-
ited Councilwoman Anna-
bel Palma, who will take a 
post in the second term of 
Mayor de Blasio’s adminis-
tration. 

Diaz said his decision to 
relinguish his state posi-
tion was prompted by his  
frustration with trying to 
pass bills in the Republi-
can-controlled Senate.

“In the council, I can de-
liver both more funding for 
local programs, work on in-
creasing the charter school 
cap, support more afford-
able housing and funding 
for senior programs — in-

cluding housing, as well 
work to improve public 
safety,” Diaz said.

Gjonaj told his excited 
supporters that “It can no 
longer be the Tale of Two 
Boroughs. We must have 
a city government that is 
equally responsive to all 
New Yorkers, no matter 
what borough they happen 
to live in.”

Throughout his cam-
paign, Gjonaj advanced a 
pro-Bronx agenda that cen-
tered around ways to make 
City Hall more responsive 
to the borough’s needs. 

“The Bronx is an amaz-
ing place,” Gjonaj said. 
“And I couldn’t imagine 
raising my family any-
where else. But there are 
issues that we must con-
front and solve.”

While $4.4 billion is al-
located to the Second Av-
enue subway line and over 
$2 billion for a proposed 
Brooklyn-Queens trolley, it 
is inconceivable that there 
are still transit-starved 
areas of the Bronx where 

mass transportation is 
nonexistent, according to 
Gjonaj.  

Gjonaj, who often spoke 
out about the dispropor-
tionate level of support-
ive housing developments 
placed in the Bronx, spoke 
to the need to fi nd a city-
wide solution, 

“And we must work to-
wards common sense so-
lutions to solve the city’s 
affordable housing and 
homeless crisis, but that 
can’t be done on the back of 
one borough or a few com-
munities,” Gjonaj said. “It 
is a crisis that will require 
everyone to pitch in to help 
bring about a solution.”

Gjonaj told supporters 
that he was honored by the 
trust they put in him, and 
all the work they have de-
voted to make tonight spe-
cial. 

“We will take a short 
break and enjoy this win, 
but now the real work be-
gins and I need each of you 
to continue to help,” Gjonaj 
said.
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Gjonaj defeats four challengers;
First  Albanian-American to win

New York City Council seat

(Above) Newly elected Councilman Mark Gjonaj hugs a supporter during a celebration at “Pasta Pasta” 
on election night, Tuesday, November 7. Photo by Silvio J. Pacifi co

Call 718.260.2555
..to sell your car in our 
CLASSIFIED SECTIONS 
& get...Real Results!

Shop In Our 
Classified 

Pages 
and Save 

Money
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“A Miracle In The Making!” - CBS TV
  One on One Tutoring for K–12th grade
  Below, At or Above Grade Level Students
  LD - ADD - ADHD - Dyslexia - Special Needs
  Your child will read better, faster with greater fluency and comprehension  

   advancing one year every 4–8 weeks
  Grades, confidence and self esteem will soar as they learn to love reading 

   and school
  Your 3, 4, & 5 year old will learn 15–30 words in the 1st session
  No contracts – Open 7 days a week
  FREE Consultation – 35 Years Certified Experience

ACHIEVE  
3 TO 6 YEARS OF  

READING IMPROVEMENT 
IN ONE YEAR!!!

Dicker Reading Method
75 Brook Street, Scarsdale | 914.472.0600 | www.DickerReading.com

CHILDREN AT OR 
BELOW GRADE 

LEVEL WILL BECOME 
THE BEST READERS 

IN THEIR CLASS

WATCH OUR VIDEOS TO LEARN MORE   www.DickerReading.com

SOLVE YOUR CHILD’S 
READING PROBLEM



BY PATRICK ROCCHIO
After stating their concerns 

about traffi c safety, a local vet-
erans organization and their 
neighbors have fi nally gotten 
some relief. 

Just in time for Veterans Day, 
two new speed humps were in-
stalled on a stretch of Ericson 
Place between East Tremont Av-
enue and Zulette Avenue in the 
Waterbury-LaSalle/Pelham Bay 
community.  

The humps were installed 
along with signage alerting mo-
torists of their presence and ap-
propriate roadway markings 
both on the humps themselves 
and on the fl at surface of the 
roadway. 

They were installed on Mon-
day, October 30, said Owen 
Mangan, commander of Samuel 
Young American Legion Post 
620. The post’s grounds border 
Ericson Place. 

They have been marked out 
on the street for installation 
for awhile, and though the post 
had hoped the humps might be 
slightly larger, anything to slow 
down traffi c on the block is help-
ful, he said.  

“It seems to be slowing them 
down a little bit,” said Mangan 
of the humps, adding autos often 
speed on the two-block stretch, 
which has driveways on one side 
and residences on the other. 

Mangan said he has seen some 
“near disasters” outside the post 
building on Ericson Place. 

“It was getting a bit crazy 
over there on Ericson Place…
the speeding was really out of 
control” said Mangan, a U.S. 
Marine Corps veteran, adding 
“Someone was eventually going 
to get killed trying to cross the 
street.” 

Cars exiting the northbound 
Hutchinson River Parkway at 
Exit 2 often come off the high-
way and speed up the street, the 
post commander said, adding 
that a hill between East Tremont 
Avenue and Wellman Avenue ob-
structs the views of motorists. 

“They cannot see what is com-
ing until they reach the crest of 
hill,” said Mangan of motorists, 
some of whom he thinks tend 
to believe the street is a service 
road to the highway.

Anthony Salimbene, the 
American Legion’s Bronx 

County commander and a civic 
leader, said he concurred with 
Mangan’s assessment and that 
speeding on the street had been 
an issue for awhile. 

Salimbene said that he had 
reached out to Senator Jeff 
Klein’s offi ce on the matter and 
credited Dan Hogle, a Klein 
aide, with fi nally getting some 

badly-needed traffi c controls in-
stalled. 

“I don’t know if they are cut-
ting through or what they are 
doing, but for some reason they 
are speeding down that block at 
40-miles per hour,” said Salim-
bene. “It was dangerous getting 
out of your car. If you opened 
your car door, you had better 
look fi rst.” 

It was especially dangerous at 
night with people wearing dark 
clothes or if a pedestrian was not 
paying attention, said Salimbene, 
adding that he thanked those who 
got the city to take action. 

Senator Jeff Klein said that af-
ter the post requested the speed 
humps from his offi ce, the NYC 
Department of Transportation 
quickly determined that they 
were a necessity. 

“I want to thank the city DOT 
for their quick installation of the 

speed bumps, which will improve 
safety for the veterans and the 
surrounding community,” said 
Klein. 

“We are very appreciative,” 
said Mangan, adding “Someone 
fi nally got behind it and got it 
done.” 
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BY SARAH VALENZUELA
Age is only a number when it comes to 

being a community activist and these ele-
mentary and middle school-aged students 
have proven just that.

When Hurricane Maria devastated 
Puerto Rico in October, it left residents 
with limited to no access to basic essen-
tials like food, clean water, and hygiene 
products while simultaneaously wiping 
the island of its power grid overnight. 

Puerto Ricans are still struggling to ac-
cess these bare necessities six weeks after 
the hurricane. 

With the support of Councilman 
Ritchie Torres, the students of P.S. 9 and 
the Jonas Bronck Academy have stepped 
up and joined the relief effort by holding 
school fundraisers, and afterwards, a 
small supply packing event with the coun-
cilman and his staff. 

“Just because we’re kids, we can still 
make a difference in the world,” Evelyn 
Castro, a student at JBA, said. “We decided 
to help at least the smallest way possible, 
but it turned out that the whole school 
helped out to the fundraiser we chose and 
donated over 1,000 water bottles.”

JBA’s student population of less than 
300 was able to raise about $600 to pur-
chase the water bottles. 

At P.S. 9, students and staff were able to 
gather over 30 boxes of food, diapers, bat-
teries and clothing.

“People say that kids can’t do anything 

or they’re just kids, their priorities are 
just to do homework and go home,” an-
other JBA student, Emely Reyes said. “I 
feel like JBA and P.S. 9 just contradicted 
all of those sterotypes about children be-
cause here we are making a difference... 
and every child out there... can make a 
change... they are powerful. 

The collaboration between the two 
schools and the councilman for the event 
only took one week to plan and deliver, ac-
cording to the attendance teacher at JBA, 
Audrey Dejesus. 

The two schools have since sent their 
supplies to Roberto Clemente State Park, 
one of fi ve drop-off locations in the Bronx 
for donations to the Puerto Rico relief 
fund. 

“If there was ever a time for those of us 
in the Bronx to stand up, it’s now, and whev-
erever there is widespread human misery 
we have an obligation to come to the aid 
of not only our fellow Americans, but hu-
mans,” Councilman Torres said about the 
project. “As you know, Puerto Rico is in an 
ever worsening humanitarian crisis and 
rather than stand by the sidelines, the stu-
dents right here in the Bronx... have cho-
sen to be part of the solution.”

However, these efforts do not end with 
their fundraiser. 

While the FDNY can no longer accept 
any donations at their facilities, Roberto 
Clemente State Park will continue to take 
donations through the forseeable future, 

according to a park representative.
“It has to be an ongoing process,” Coun-

cilman Torres continued. “It’s inspiring to 
see young people take that initiative and 
set an example for the rest of us to follow.”

For information on donating funds 
visit https://www.unidosporpuertorico.
com/en/ or for supply drop-offs, contact 
Roberto Clemente State Park at 
(718) 299-8750.

Jonas Bronck Academy’s efforts helps hurricane victims 

(front, l-r) Councilman Ritchie Torres, JBA assistant principal Maria Santiago, JBA mascot Jonas the 
Jaguar, JBA principal Brenda Gonzalez, JBA Scholar Council advisor Maritza Rivera, P.S. 9 parent coor-
dinator Mara Linda Resto with students from the Jonas Bronck Academy at the supply packing event.
 Community News Group/Sarah Valenzuela

Ericson Place has two new speed humps, including one as motorists approach 
Wellman Avenue. Community News Group / Patrick Rocchio

New speed humps on Ericson Place for Veterans Day
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BRIDAL FASHION
KLEINFELD BRIDAL SAMPLE STUDIO
123 West 20th Street, New York, NY 10011 
(2nd fl oor across from Kleinfeld Bridal) 
(917) 388-2341 
www.kleinfeldbridal.com/sample-studio

TUXEDOS
TUXEDO WORLD OF STATEN ISLAND
2791 Richmond Avenue, #6, 
Staten Island, NY 10314, (718) 698-4859 
www.tuxedoworldsi.com

CATERING & VENUES
ATLAS STEAKHOUSE
943 Coney Island Avenue 
off  18th Avenue, Brooklyn, NY
(646) 494-7227, www.AtlasSteak.com
BAY RIDGE MANOR
476 76th Street, Brooklyn
(718) 748-8855
www.bayridgemanor.com
CELEBRATE AT SNUG HARBOR
(718) 442-2700 
www.celebrate-snug.com  
events@celebrate-snug.com
EDIBLE ARRANGEMENTS
133-22 Springfi eld Blvd., (718) 528-3344
158-18 Cross Bay Blvd., (718) 848-3344
1357 Fulton Street, (718) 622-3344
1557 Ralph Avenue, (718) 451-3344
www.ediblearrangements.com/
stores/StoreLocator.aspx
GLEN TERRACE
5313 Avenue N, Brooklyn, (718) 252-4614
GRAND OAKS COUNTRY CLUB
200 Huguenot Avenue, Staten Island
(718) 356–2771, www.grandoaksnyc.com
GRAND PROSPECT HALL
263 Prospect Avenue, Brooklyn 
(718) 788-0777, www.grandprospecthall.com
HUNTERS STEAK HOUSE
9404 Fourth Avenue, Brooklyn, NY 11209 
(718) 238-8899
www.HuntersSteakhouse.com
IL FORNETTO
2902 Emmons Avenue in Brooklyn 
(718) 332-8494
www.ilFornettoRestaurant.com

MARBELLA RESTAURANT
220-33 Northern Boulevard 
Bayside, NY 11361, (718) 423-0100 
www.marbella-restaurant.com
PARADISE CATERING HALL
51 Avenue U, Brooklyn, NY 11223
(718) 372-4352 
www.theparadisecateringhall.com
THE PEARL ROOM
8518 - 3rd Avenue
Brooklyn, NY 11209
(718) 833-6666 
www.pearlroombklyn.com
SCHNITZEL HAUS
7319 5th Avenue, Bay Ridge, NY 11029
(718) 836-5600, www.schnitzelhausny.com
ROCCO’S TACOS
339 Adams Street, Brooklyn, NY 11201
(718) 246-8226, roccostacos.net 
SIRICO’S CATERERS
8015-23 13th Avenue, Brooklyn 
(718) 331-2900, www.siricoscaterers.net
SOTTO 13
5140 West 13th Street, New York, NY
(212) 647-1001, sotto13.com
TERRACE ON THE PARK
52-11 111 Street, Flushing, NY 11368 
(718) 592-5000
www.terraceonthepark.com
THE VANDERBILT AT SOUTH BEACH
300 Father Capodanno Boulevard 
Staten Island, NY
(718) 447-0800 
www.vanderbiltsouthbeach.com

FAVORS & INVITATIONS
THE BRONX DESIGN GROUP
2914 Westchester Avenue
Bronx, NY 10461
(718) 409-9874, Ext. 106
danielles@bronxdesign.com
UNFORGETTABLE EVENTS
2049 Flatbush Avenue in Brooklyn, 
(718) 377-4535
FLORISTS
FLORAL FANTASY
3031 Quentin Road in Brooklyn, 
(718) 998-7060 or
(800) 566–8380 
www.fl oralfantasyny.com
FLOWERS BY MASSENET
Jamaica, Queens, NY
(347) 724-7044 
(718) 526-3725
HENRY’S FLORIST
8103 Fifth Avenue in Brooklyn 
(800) 543-6797 or (718) 238–3838 
www.henrysfl oristweddingevents.com
MARINE FLORIST AND DECORATORS
1995 Flatbush Avenue in Brooklyn 
(800) 447-6730 or (718) 338-3600
www.marinefl orists.com

LIMOUSINE SERVICES
MILA LIMOUSINE CORPORATION
(718) 232-8973, www.milalimo.com
ROMANTIQUE/DOUBLE DIAMOND LIMOUSINES
1421-86 Street, Brooklyn, NY, (718) 351-7273
2041-Hylan Boulevard, Staten Island 
(718) 351-7273, www.rddlimos.com
SOPHISTICATED LIMOUSINES
Serving the Tri state area & NJ, (866) 455-5466

PHOTOGRAPHY & VIDEO
FANTASY PHOTOGRAPHY
3031 Quentin Rd., Brooklyn NY,  (718) 998-0949
www.fantasyphotographyandvideo.com
NY PHOTO VIDEO GROUP
1040 Hempstead Tpke, Franklin Square, NY 11010 
(516) 352-3188 www.nyphotovideogroup.com
info@nyphotovideogroup.com
ONE FINE DAY PHOTOGRAPHERS
459 Pacifi c Street, Massapequa Park 
(516) 690–1320
www.onefi nedayphotographers.com

SALONS
PILO ARTS SALON
8412 3 Avenue, Brooklyn, NY 11209
(718) 748–7411, www.piloarts.com

SERVICES
COSMETIC & LASER CENTER OF BAY RIDGE
9921 4th Avenue, Brooklyn, NY 11209 
(718) 833-2793 or (718) 833-7616 
www.BayRidgeDerm.com
ELITE WEIGHT LOSS
1316 Kings Highway, Brooklyn, NY 11229
(917) 444-3043 
EliteWeightLossNY.com
JOSEPH LICHTER, D.D.S.
1420 Avenue P in Brooklyn
(718) 339-7878
 www.josephlichterdds.co
OMNI DENTAL CARE
313 Kings Highway in Brooklyn
(718) 376-8656 
www.omnidentalcare.com
THE VEIN CENTER OF THE VASCULAR INSTITUTE 
OF NY
Dr. Natalie Marks
960 - 50 Street, Brooklyn, NY 11219
(718) 438-0067 
www.vascularnyc.com

WEDDING CAKES
WHIPPED PASTRY BOUTIQUE-WEDDING CAKES
(718) 858-8088
www.whippedpastryboutique.com

WEDDING EXPOS
BRIDAL AFFAIR
(718) 317–9701, www.bridalaff air.com

WEDDING INSURANCE
TRI-STATE INSURANCE BROKERAGE
610 Crescent Ave., Bronx 10458
277 Tarrytown Rd., White Plains 10602
(718) 618-7666, ww.tsinsbk.com

TO BE INCLUDED IN THIS DIRECTORY CALL (718) 260–8302
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This is a view of an interior panel inside of the shipping container-sized battery. 
 Photo courtesy of Jacobi Medical Center

BY PATRICK ROCCHIO
A local hospital is work-

ing with renewable energy.  
The NYC Department of 

Citywide Administrative Ser-
vices, along with hospital of-
fi cials and the private sector, 
is testing a new battery that 
is the size of a shipping con-
tainer as a source of renew-
able and backup power for 
Jacobi Medical Center, one of 
the city’s Health and Hospital 
Corporation’s facilities. 

According to a hospital 
spokesman, the battery that 
is 20-feet long is already in 
place behind buildings one 
and six and should be fully 
operational shortly. 

The battery can store up 
to 100 kilowatts of energy for 
use at peak times for core 
medical services, said the Ja-
cobi spokesman. 

In terms of providing life-
saving medical care, the four-
hours of energy the hospital 
battery can store and distrib-
ute, is very valuable, said the 
spokesman. 

“The way this helps the 
hospital is there is a backup 
storage of energy in case the 
power gets shut off,” said the 
spokesman. “The battery can 
be used to collect energy dur-
ing off-peak hours and this 
should reduce utility costs.” 

In a major emergency, like 
Hurricane Sandy or some-
thing of that magnitude, this 
battery could be put to espe-
cially good use if the hospital 
experiences a sharp uptick in 
patients. 

“We care for a lot of differ-
ent people, so having backup 
resiliency like this is helpful 
because it allows us to focus 
(our energies) on care for 
the patients,” said the Jacobi 
spokesman.

Steven Lochner, DCAS 
program manager for inno-
vative technologies, said that 
the ‘vanadium redox fl ow bat-
tery’ technology is not new, 
but this is a ‘demonstration’ 
in the sense that this is the 
fi rst time one is being tested 
in a NYC facility. 

The battery was deliv-
ered to Jacobi in October and 
should be fully operational 
by the end of this year, said 
Lochner, who for the past 
three years has been tasked 
with testing energy storage 
systems for the city.  

The NYC Department of 
Buildings and the FDNY has 
inspected the battery, and 
once it connected and gets 
Con Edison approval, a one-
year demonstration will com-
mence, with regular monitor-
ing by DCAS, said Lochner. 

“It is a demonstration of 
the technology, so there is not 
enough energy in that battery 
to signifi cantly reduce hospi-
tal demand,” he said. “What 
we will be doing is testing…
all of the features of the bat-
tery.” 

After the demonstration, 
the hospital will keep the bat-
tery, which can last up to 25 
years, he said. 

It will deliver energy at 
peak times to meet hospital 
power needs and then move 
into its ‘recharging cycle’ 
during other times, he said.

“We have put several 
years worth of effort into 
this so we get it right the fi rst 
time,” said Lochner. 

UniEnergy Technologies 
built the battery in Washing-
ton.  

Assemblyman Mark 
Gjonaj stated that the mobile 
battery will be a resource in 
reducing power grid stress 
and serve as an added layer 
of security in an emergency, 
and applauded Mayor de Bla-
sio’s effort to reduce green-
house gases. 

Chris Mastromano, HHC 
CEO, stated that it would 
strengthen Jacobi’s “level of 
preparedness by assuring a 
consistent response to energy 
demand.” 

Jacobi Medical Ctr. tests 
20-foot backup battery

BY ROBERT WIRSING
Bronxites interested in 

the science and tech indus-
tries should consider attend-
ing a two day event.

The chapters of the Na-
tional Society of Black Engi-
neers and Society of Hispanic 
Professional Engineers at 
Lehman College will host the 
fourth annual two day hacka-
thon from Friday, November 
10 at 3 p.m. until Saturday, 
November 11 at 5 p.m. at the 
college’s Music Building on 
250 Bedford Park Boulevard 
W.

A hackathon is a design 
sprint-like event in which 
computer programmers and 
those involved in software de-
velopment collaborate on soft-
ware projects with the goal of 
creating usable software.

The free event is open to 
all CUNY and SUNY students 
and NSBE, SHPE and Society 
of Women Engineers colle-
giate members.

Daniel Encarnacion, NS 
Hackathon Committee trea-
surer and Lehman College 
sophomore, said over 300 
students are expected to at-
tended the event.

Participating organiza-
tions include title sponsor Mas-
tercard, American Express, 
LinkedIn, Capital One, Gold-
man Sachs, GitHub, BuzzFeed, 
Stack Overfl ow, Viacom, Ac-
centure, JP Morgan Chase 
and Co, Flatiron Health, Leh-
man College and Major League 
Hacking.

This year’s theme is ‘Di-
versity and Inclusion in 
STEAM’ with the goal of pro-
viding the underrepresented 
local community an oppor-
tunity to display their talents 
and skills in the corporate 
world.

“The hackathon’s envi-
ronment is so conducive to 
learning and teamwork and 
it’s exhilarating for everyone 
participating in this event,” 
shared Encarnacion, a Bed-
ford Park resident. “I’ve par-
ticipated in three hackathons 
this year and have built up a 
substantial amount of knowl-
edge about technology.”

Encarnacion, a computer 
science major and physics mi-

nor, said prior experience with 
hackathons, coding or other 
tech industry practices are 
not mandatory for those inter-
ested in attending the college’s 
annual hackathon.

Mentors and volunteers 
will be on-site to assist par-
ticipants throughout the 
event.

Participants must bring 
a valid form of government-
issued ID and student ID, lap-
top and charger and anything 
else to make themselves com-
fortable.

Wi-Fi, meals, refresh-
ments, music and work-
space will be provide free of 
charge.

All participants on a team 
must stay overnight for the 
event.

This year’s winners will 
be named at an awards cer-
emony on Saturday, Novem-
ber 11 at 4 p.m.

The mission of Lehman 
College’s NSBE and SHPE 

is to increase the number of 
unerrespresented students 
whom are thriving in sci-
ence, technology, engineer-
ing and mathematics disci-
plines like computer science 
and computer information 
systems.

These organizations pro-
vide Lehman students with 
ample support, resources and 
networks to help advance 
their careers.

“We are really trying to 
shine a light on how great the 
opportunities are for everyone 
in the tech industry regard-
less of their race, gender or 
socioeconomic standing,” said 
Encarnacion, NSBE-SHPE 
Committee Pre-Collegiate Ini-
tiative chairman.

Lehman College students 
interested in this event should 
contact ns.lehman@lc.cuny.
edu.

For more information and 
mentor applications, visit 
www.nshacks.nslehman.com.

Lehman College hosts 
hackathon, November 10 

through November 11

“We are really trying to shine a light on how great the opportu-
nities are for everyone in the tech industry regardless of their 
race, gender or socioeconomic standing,” - Daniel Encarnacion, 
NS Hackathon Committee treasurer. 
 Photo courtesy of Daniel Encarnacion
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Jadien Oasis-Paules showed his fangs and 
the jack o’ lantern he created. 
 Photo by Laura Stone

Isabella Ortiz (l) took her carving very seriously. Photo by Laura Stone

These fi nished jack o’lanterns were ready for All Hallow’s Eve. Photo by Laura Stone

Gene DeFrancis (c), Allerton International Merchants 
Association director, proudly displayed his impres-
sive carvings with Sophia (l), Felipe and Kaylene 
(back, r). Photo by Laura Stone

P.S. 89 students worked on making some scary cool 
jack o’lanterns. Photo by Laura Stone

(l-r) Valerie, Kaylene and Sophia carved away at their pumpkins. Photo by Laura Stone

The Allerton International Merchants Association and residents created their own jack o’ lanterns at the annual Pumpkin Carving celebration on Friday, 
October 27 at the Bronxwood Avenue Tree.

Allerton Merchants Hosts Pumpkin Carving
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BY BOB GUILIANO
The Miles Coffee Bar, 

4039 E. Tremont Avenue, is 
preparing to sell homemade 
pies and cakes baked fresh 
for the holidays.

Opened on March 8 next 
door to Muscle Maker Grill,  
the coffee bar will offer for 
sale homemade pies such 
as apple, blueberry, along 
with banana bread, corn-
bread, according to Mario 
D’Agostino, who owns both 
eateries.

Customers are welcome 
to request specialty items 
including vegan pies or 
cakes.

“Around here there are 
a lot of Italian bakeries, 
but they don’t really offer 
homemade apple pies. They 
sell more Italian pastries,” 
D’Agostino said.

D’Agostino said the cof-
fee bar makes all its pas-
tries in-house, with bakers 
starting work as early as 5 
a.m., making cookies, etc.

“For the holidays we fi g-
ured it would be nice to of-
fer our loyal customers and 
hopefully, new customers 
in the neighborhood, fresh 
pies for Thanksgiving and 
Christmas that they could 
share with their families,” 
D’Agostino said.

He recommends that pies 
be ordered at least fi ve days 
in advance of a holiday. 

For example, the last or-
der for Thanksgiving would 
be taken by Saturday, No-
vember 18, and for Christ-
mas by Wednesday, Decem-
ber 20.

Customers can stop by to 
see a list of the types of pies 
that will be available start-
ing on Friday, November 10.

Customers can order and 
pre-pay for their pies and ei-
ther pick them up the day 
before or on Thanksgiving 
morning.

D’Agostino has owned 
the Muscle Maker Grill 
since it opened in May of 
2010, he said.

The Miles Coffee Bar is 
open 7 a.m. to 8 p.m. Monday 
through Friday, and then 8 
a.m. to 8 p.m. on Saturday, 
and 8 a.m. to 6 p.m. on Sun-
day. 

Muscle Maker Grill’s 
hours are 11 a.m. to 10 p.m. 
Mondays through Satur-
days, and closed Sundays.

The coffee bar will con-
vert to a wine bar in the eve-
nings, with extended hours, 
after it receives a liquor li-
cense.

Once the wine bar opens, 
plans call for live entertain-

ment and different events.
“That’s something we’re 

going to work on little by 
little as we get asssociated 
with turning the place into 
a wine bar,” D’Agostino 
said.

Open about eight months, 
with the coffee bar working 
smoothly, the wine bar will 
be another business in it-
self, and will take time as to 
how it will operate, accord-
ing to D’Agostino.

He’s considering keeping 
the wine bar open to 10 p.m. 
on weekdays and midnight 
on weekends.

There is seating in the 
back of the coffee bar and 
also a large outdoor garden, 
which will be enclosed in 
the winter.

The coffee bar has a food 
menu of sandwiches and 
salads, and service is sepa-
rate from the Muscle Maker 
Grill next door. 

The sandwiches are 
made with freshly roasted 
turkey and roast beef, ac-
cording to D’Agostino, not 
with deli cold cuts. 

The coffee beans come 
from Sweet Leaf Coffee 
Roasters in Brooklyn, and 
are imported from Colom-
bia or from the coffee-grow-
ing regions in Africa.

Miles Coffee Bar to offer 
baked pies for the holidays

The Miles Coffee Bar, next door to Muscle Maker Grill, plans to offer baked pies for the holidays and is 
taking orders now. They are at 4039/4041 East Tremont Avenue. Community News Group/Bob Guiliano

BY BOB GUILIANO
Senator Jeff Klein an-

nounced $1 million in 
state funding for the Al-
bert Einstein College of 
Medicine for upgrades to 
the Rose F. Kennedy Cen-
ter to support the college’s 
new Brain Sciences Initia-
tive. 

The announcement 
was made on Thursday, 
November 2, during a lun-
cheon celebrating the 50-
year anniversary of the 
Rose F. Kennedy Center. 

Built in 1970, the nine-
story Rose F. Kennedy 
building on Jacobi Medi-
cal Center’s grounds, 
houses research labora-
tories and educational fa-
cilities related to brain 
sciences — understanding 
function and dysfunction 
of the brain and central 
nervous system. 

“The Albert Einstein 
College of Medicine is a 
top-notch institution for 
medical education and re-
search,” Klein stated in 
the release. 

“I’m extremely proud to 
secure $1 million in fund-
ing for Einstein, which 
will be used to modern-
ize the 50-year-old Rose 
F. Kennedy building to 
support the college’s new 
Brain Sciences Initiative,” 
Klein said.

Klein added that he 
looks forward to upcoming 
improvements that will 
enable a team of medical 

experts to research and 
address critical brain dis-
orders such as Alzheim-
er’s disease, according to 
the release.

“Senator Klein has been 
a long-time and steadfast 
supporter of medical re-
search and this new gift 
is further evidence of his 
commitment to improve 
the health of people in 
the Bronx and around the 
state,” said Dr. Allen M. 
Spiegel, the Marilyn and 
Stanley M. Katz dean at 
Albert Einstein College 
of Medicine and executive 
vice president and chief 
academic officer at Mon-

tefiore. 
Spiegel added that Ein-

stein is working to achieve 
major breakthroughs in 
the brain sciences and 
this gift helps strengthen 
Einstein’s ability to ad-
vance the field, according 
to the release.

Klein’s $1 million fund-
ing allocation will be used 
to modernize a portion of 
the the Rose F. Kennedy 
Center, including improve-
ments to the 9th floor and 
the expansion of existing 
labs.

The AECOM modern-
ization of the Rose F. Ken-
nedy building will support 
brain sciences research.

Einstein had requested 
the capital funding for 
renovation and modern-
ization of the facility to 
support research expan-
sion and teaching.

In June 2016, Einstein 
completed a new strategic 
plan that emphasizes the 
importance of more closely 
linking basic science and 
clinical medicine. 

Brain sciences was 
identified as a key prior-
ity for research expan-
sion because it offers 
great scientific oppor-
tunity, addresses major 
unmet medical needs, 
builds on Einstein’s exist-
ing strengths and takes 
advantage of Einstein’s 
new position within Mon-
tefiore Medicine, accord-
ing to the release.

$1M to refurbish
Rose Kennedy Center

Rose Kennedy and Robert Ken-
nedy participate in the histori-
cal groundbreaking of the Rose 
Kennedy Building at the Ein-
stein College of Medicine. 
 Photo courtesy of Einstein College 
of Medicine

(l-r) Dr. Tim Shriver, chair of the Special Olympics; Dr. Allen M. Spiegel, dean at Albert Einstein College 
of Medicine; Dr. Kamran Khodakhah, chair of neuroscience at Albert Einstein College of Medicine; 
Senator Jeff Klein; Assemblyman Mark Gjonaj; Salvatore Ciampo, senior director of facilities manage-
ment at Albert Einstein College of Medicine. Photo courtesy of Senator Jeff Klein’s offi ce
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Members of the Red and Blue Challenger division team received participation tro-
phies and congratulations from their coaches Lloyd Hall (back, c) and Tawanna 
Seymore (back, r). Photo by Laura Stone

Dodgers Junior team members with player agent Peto Rifocal (l). 
 Photo by Laura Stone

The White Sox Juniors Team members proudly accepted their participation awards.
 Photo by Laura Stone

Seniors team members earned their participation trophies and praise from Victor 
Chevere, Senior League coordinator (l) Photo by Laura Stone

Reds team members proudly displayed their trophies. Photo by Laura Stone Special awards were presented to families who have participatied in league for 10 
years or more. Photo by Laura Stone

Rangers team players Ava and 
Yorel proudly displayed their tro-
phies. Photo by Laura Stone

Joshua Morales (l) of the Red Sox 
team received a participation 
award and congratulations from 
his proud father and coach Luis 
Morales. Photo by Laura Stone

Astor Little League honored several of its teams at a prestigious awards gala on Sunday, November 5 at Maestro’s Caterers.

Astor Little League Hosts Awards Gala
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BY SARAH VALENZUELA
The Throggs Neck Be-

nevolent Association’s an-
nual 5k run is set to trot on 
for a 22nd year. 

While no turkeys are ac-
tually involved in the TN-
BA’s Turkey Trot, this fun 
run/walk is still expected 
to see another year of scenic 
views and good company ac-
cording to TNBA volunteer, 
Karin O’Connor.

“It’s a really great day 
for the community to come 
together to do something 
athletic and fun,” O’Connor 
said.

‘Trot-ing’ the weekend 
before Thanksgiving also 
comes with helping out the 
TNBA fundraising efforts. 

“We pride ourselves in 
community spirit, in having 
fun, staying close as a com-
munity, and in ultimately 
helping our neighbors in 
need,” O’Connor continued. 
“What funds we raise off the 
entrance fee, after minimal 
cost such as the T-shirts we 
purchase, we put into our 
general fund.”

The money from this 
fund goes to members of the 
Bronx community who are 
suffering from life-threat-
ening illnesses or accidents 
and are struggling to pay 
medical expenses because 
their insurance does not 
cover the full cost or they 
have no insurance at all. 

The TNBA 5K Turkey 
Trot was started as a way 
to remember a friend of the 
TNBA and community ac-
tivist, Geraldine Crowley-
Crorkin, who was diagnosed 
with cancer while pregnant 
and passed away after giv-
ing birth. 

“The whole reason was to 
keep her memory alive and 
to honor her and to celebrate 
her life,” O’Connor added. 

Though Crowley-Crorkin 
was not a recipient of the ser-
vice the TNBA provides, the 
organization hopes all their 
events, including the Tur-
key Trot, will help spread 
awareness of the work they 
do, not just for the Throggs 

Neck area, but for the entire 
Bronx community. 

This event draws about 
250 participants a year de-
pending on the weather, but 
racers of all ages and ath-
letic abilities are encour-
aged to make the three mile 
trek however they can. 

“There are lots of peo-
ple who don’t even run. 
They come and walk or 
they take their kids, they 
take their dogs to partici-
pate,” O’Connor continued. 
“Some of the kids take their 
bikes.”

For the more competitive 
runners this year, however, 
trophies will be awarded to 
the fi rst, second, and third 
place male and female fi n-
ishers. 

In previous years, the 
TNBA awarded the last 
place competitor with a tur-
key, but that tradition has 

since ended. 
After the event, partici-

pants and supporters can 
head to the Redwood Plea-
sure Club on Schurz Avenue 
for a post-race party.

Pre-registration for this 
year’s Turkey Trot ends on 
Friday, November 10, but 
participants can register on 
site the day of the event. 

On site registrations will 
only be accepted by cash or 
check. Registration also in-
cludes one T-shirt.

The 22nd annual Tur-
key Trot is expected to take 
place rain or shine on Sat-
urday, November 18 in Or-
chard Beach. 

Check in begins at 10 
a.m. by the food court with 
the race starting promptly 
at 11 a.m. 

Visit tnba.blogspot.com 
for more information on 
this event.

22nd annual Turkey 
Trot will take off at 

Orchard Beach

Geraldine Crowley-Crorkin gave birth to a son before she passed 
away from cancer. The Throggs Neck Benevolent Association will 
continue to hold the Turkey Trot in memory of her through the 
forseeable future. 
 Photo courtesy of the Throggs Neck Benevolent Association

Jimmy Seus and Maggie Nieves of Soundview got $20,000 towards a house purchase downpayment 
through NeighborhoodLIFT. Photo courtesy of jfbourke.com

BY PATRICK ROCCHIO
Two lucky borough resi-

dents are getting help to buy 
a new home. 

Maggie Nieves and 
Jimmy Seus were mortgage 
applicants who received 
a $20,000 grant towards a 
down payment for their fi rst 
home of their own, which 
they are purchasing in Cla-
son Point. 

The Soundview couple 
were benefi ciaries of a 
program called Neighbor-
hoodLIFT, which set aside 
$8.3 million for hundreds 
of perspective homebuyers 
who attended a Brooklyn 
event on Friday, November 
3 and Saturday, November 
4. Attendees applied for the 
grants. 

NeighborhoodLIFT held 
this most recent round of 
grant-making through a 
partnership between Wells 
Fargo & Company, one of 
the nation’s largest banks; 
NeighborWorks America, 
an organization which 
places people in affordable 
homes and Neighborhood 
Housing Services of New 
York, a local affi liate of 
NeighborhoodWorks. 

The event provided 
grants to some Bronxites 
who qualifi ed, and it marks 
the fi rst time grants were 
made to prospective bor-
ough homeowners since 
2013. 

Grants were also pro-

vided to Brooklyn and 
Queens home buyers. 

For Nieves and Seus, 
who said they plan on pur-
chasing a condominium 
in Shorehaven in Clason 
Point, the money was some-
thing that allowed them to 
accomplish their goal of ho-
meownership.

Nieves indicated that 
at times she thought hom-
eownership may have been 
out of reach given her life 
circumstances. 

“I was looking at it and 
I thought I had no options,” 
she said of the period before 
she decided to purchase a 
home and was connected 
with NeighborhoodLIFT. 

Nieves said that the 
apartment that she has 
lived in for three decades 
on Wheeler Avenue was in 
a building that was sold. 

The new owner raised 
her rent dramatically, and 
she decided to move. 

“After going to open 
houses and looking at rent-
als, I found it virtually im-
possible…I could take that 
money and have a home of 
my own,” said Nieves. 

According to Nieves, 
purchasing a home that 
could run up to $500,000 
was a tough call. 

She credited housing 
representatives at her 
union, District Council 37, 
and a loan offi cer the cou-
ple was working who con-
nected them with Neighbor-

hoodLIFT, with providing 
support through a lengthy 
process. 

Seus said that the $20,000 
was icing on the cake and 
that without it, the couple 
would still be looking for 
ways to amass the down-
payment. 

On Friday, November 3, 
the day that the grant was 
approved, Sues said that he 
was “overwhelmed.”

As of press time, data 
was not available for how 
many homebuyers spe-
cifi cally from the borough 
were helped, but the last 
time grants were given, in 
2013 as part of a related pro-
gram called CityLIFT, 37% 
of approximately 350 clients 
were purchasing homes in 
the Bronx, according to a 
Wells Fargo spokeswoman. 

Borough President Ru-
ben Diaz Jr., who com-
mented on the program, 
said that his offi ce is help-
ing constituents fi nd ap-
propriate housing, and this 
includes home ownership 
opportunities.

He said Neighborhood-
LIFT has already proven 
successful. 

“I want to thank Wells 
Fargo for bringing the 
NeighborhoodLIFT pro-
gram back to our borough, 
and I appreciate the com-
pany’s fi nancial commit-
ment to helping families 
buy their own home,” said 
Diaz. 

Homebuyers group provides 
$20k down payment grants
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The streets of City Island were fi lled to the brim with ghouls and ghosts at this year’s Halloween Parade 
on Tuesday, October 31. Hosted by the City Island Chamber of Commerce, the parade featured children 
and their families marching from Hawkins Place to Pelham Cemetery on Minnieford Avenue in their 
spookiest Halloween attire.

City Island Chamber 
Hosts Halloween Parade

One young resident ‘lost his head’ over all the Halloween 
merriment. Photo by Miriam Quin

Ghosts, ghouls and supervillains were ready to paint the town red. Photo by Miriam Quin

Camila Abreu got her Halloween pumpkin from Assemblyman 
Mark Gjonaj. Photo by Miriam Quin

Layla (l) and Lorenzo D’Angelo dressed up as Little Red Riding Hood and the Big Bad Wolf. Photo by Miriam Quin

Senator Jeff Klein (r) met captain Jack Sparrow at the City Island Halloween Pa-
rade. Photo by Miriam Quin

Creepy court jesters were eager to march in 
the annual parade on All Hallow’s Eve. 
 Photo by Miriam Quin





ships to seek help be-
fore any tragedy takes 
place.”

Crespo said there was 
“an incredible turnout 
of residents and other 
families from around 
the borough and com-
munity who wanted to 
be there with them.”

At the end of the vigil, 
five women approached 
Crespo and his staff to 
ask for guidance and 
help in their domestic 
situations. 

“If nothing else came 
out of this, then that 
alone would be well 
worth the time, a testa-
ment to the family and 
this young lady,” Cre-
spo said.

The family was plan-
ning to petition the 
building owner to in-
stall security cameras, 
but Crespo spoke to the 
owner, Sol Zalman, who 
agreed to install the 
cameras in the building, 
and who also offered to 
help with the family’s 
funeral arrangements. 

Zalman is also work-
ing on a request by the 
family to possibly move 
to another unit in the 
building, according to 
Crespo, because Feliz’s 
son and mother don’t 
want to stay in the same 
apartment.

“Here was a 22-year-
old young lady who was 
doing everything you 
ask her to do, had a job, 
plans, was taking care 
of her kid, doing every-
thing right,” Crespo 
said. “It’s always diffi-
cult to see a young life 
lost. This touched a lot 
of hearts. She was plan-
ning her kid’s birthday, 
she was a good-natured 
girl and just a bright 
spot in this family.”

Crespo added that 
a lot of neighbors ex-
pressed and shared 
their grief, and that the 
vigil was an opportu-
nity to not let the family 
suffer alone, and high-
light the importance of 
anybody in unhealthy 
relationships to come 
forward and seek help.
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from Page 1

Mourners attend vigil held for 
slain twenty-two-year-old mother

Zoila Feliz Courtesy of Zoila Feliz/Facebook
Neighbors, friends, and family mourn the loss of Zoila Feliz, a domestic violence victim, during a vigil 
held on Friday, November 3. Photo by Silvio J. Pacifi co

Friends and family light candles at a makeshift shrine in the court-
yard of Zoila Feliz’s building during a vigil held on Friday, November 
3. Photo by Silvio J. Pacifi co

Antonio Fajardo, Zoila Feliz’s uncle, attends the vigil for his slain niece alongside Assemblyman Marcos 
Crespo, and speaks to the media on behalf of the family. 
 Photo by Silvio J. Pacifi co
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TOP DRIVER DISTRACTIONS
ADVERTORIAL

Using mobile phones
Leading the list of the 

top distractions behind the 
wheel are mobile phones. 
Phones now do more than 
just place calls, and driv-
ers often cannot pull away 
from their phones, even 
when driving. According to 
the California Department 
of Motor Vehicles, studies 
have shown that driving 
performance is lowered 
and the level of distraction 
is higher for drivers who 
are heavily engaged in cell 

phone conversations. The 
use of a hands-free device 
does not lower distraction 
levels. The percentage of 
vehicle crashes and near-
crashes attributed to di-
aling is nearly identical 
to the number associated 
with talking or listening. 

Daydreaming
Many people will admit 

to daydreaming behind 
the wheel or looking at a 
person or object outside of 
the car  for too long. Per-

haps they’re checking out 
a house in a new neighbor-
hood or thought they saw 
someone they knew on the 
street corner. It can be easy 
to veer into the direction 
your eyes are focused, caus-
ing an accident. In addition 
to trying to stay focused on 
the road, some drivers pre-
fer the help of lane depar-
ture warning systems.

Eating
Those who haven’t quite 

mastered walking and 

chewing gum at the same 
time may want to avoid 
eating while driving. The 
majority of foods require a 
person’s hands to be taken 
off of the wheel and their 
eyes to be diverted from the 
road. Reaching in the back 
seat to share some French 
fries with the kids is also 
distracting. 

Try to eat meals before 
getting in the car. For 
those who must snack 
while en route, take a 
moment to pull over at 

a rest area and spend 10
minutes snacking there 
before resuming the
trip.

Reading
Glancing at an adver-

tisement, updating a Fa-
cebook status or reading
a book are all activities 
that should be avoided 
when driving. Even pour-
ing over a traffic map or 
consulting the digital 
display of a GPS system 
can be distracting.


