
BY SARAH VALENZUELA
One of the biggest goals the 

United Veterans Parade Commit-
tee of Greater New York had this 
year was to increase attendance at 
their annual Bronx Veterans Day 
Parade. 

The committee engaged a dif-
ferent part of the community for its 
support: grade school students.

To get the attention of the differ-
ent schools for the 33rd parade the 
committee sent formal invitations 
to dozens of schools in the borough. 

These invitations included the 
option to participate in a $250 prize 
writing contest. 

Of the invitations sent, 15 schools 
signed up to ‘sponsor a block’ of the 
parade, an idea thought up by com-
mittee member Dana Carotenuto. 

“I’ve lived in Throggs Neck my 
whole life… I go to the Veterans Day 
Parade every year. I went last year 
and it was disheartening to see the 
streets empty,” Carotenuto said. 

“There should be veterans walk-
ing down the street with people cel-
ebrating them.”

While the parade overall has 
generally received a lot of commu-
nity support, the part of the parade 
route that extends down Randall 
Avenue is where the crowd seemed 
most thin.

“Every school that signed up has 
been encouraged to adopt a block 
from Randall Avenue,” Carotenuto 
continued.

One school, St. Theresa’s El-
ementary, signed up to sponsor 
the block of Randall just off of East 
Tremont Avenue. 

Principal of the school, Jose-
phine Fanelli, said her school will 
have a bus ready to bring their stu-
dents and their parents to and from 
the parade and Pelham Bay.

These schools also received ma-

BY PATRICK ROCCHIO
The former pastor of a Throggs 

Neck church was found to have 
inappropriately used a parish ac-
count for personal expenses. 

The Bronx district attorney’s 
offi ce found that Fr. Peter Miqueli, 
of St. Frances de Chantal Church, 
who became a tabloid sensation 
for alleged romps with a male 
bodybuilder in 2015, had improp-
erly obtained parish funds for per-
sonal use. 

Fr. Miqueli is effectively in the 
process of restitution, for which 
the Archdiocese of New York has 
already reimbursed the parish, 
according to a letter from Bishop 

Gerald Walsh to the current pas-
tor that was read at masses on 
Sunday, October 29. 

No charges were preferred 
against the priest, who has not 
returned to active ministry since 
being ousted from St. Frances de 
Chantal. 

“This investigation by the Eco-
nomic Crimes Bureau found that 
Fr. Miqueli was improperly reim-
bursed for personal expenses,” 
said Clark. “The archdiocese has 
reimbursed St. Frances de Chan-
tal Church for the funds, $22,450 
of hard-earned money donated by 
parishioners for the betterment of 

BY PATRICK ROCCHIO
Voters in the borough will have 

choices on Election Day. 
All three citywide major of-

fi ces – mayor, public advocate and 
comptroller – are up for grabs on 
Tuesday, November 7. 

In the borough, the most com-
petitive race between major party 
candidates will likely be in the 
east Bronx’s Council District 13 
where Assemblyman Mark Gjonaj 
and local activist John Cerini are 
facing off against one another on 

the Democratic and Republican 
lines. 

The assemblyman, who already 
represents part of the 13th district, 
has made oversaturation of sup-
portive housing and ensuring that 
the borough has ferry service cen-
tral priorities in his campaign. 

Gjonaj said in a statement that 
the city has to either be one city or 
not. 

“We must have a City Hall that 
supports all New Yorkers equally 

Your Neighborhood — Your News®November 5, 2017

LOCAL
CLASSIFIEDS

PAGE 14

UPDATED EVERY DAY AT BXTIMES.COMUPDATED EVERY DAY AT BXTIMES.COMA CNG Publication • Vol. 6 No. 44 UPDATED EVERY DAY AT BXTIMES.COM

Continued on Page 4 Continued on Page 15

Continued on Page 4

Fr. Miqueli ordered to reimburse 
$22,000 to St. Frances de Chantal 

‘BREAKING BAD’ 
PASTOR GUILTY

33rd Veterans 
Day Parade 
attracts new 

attention

New South Bronx Parade
Everyone was in ‘good spirits’ at this year’s 32nd Annual New South Bronx 
Halloween Parade on Saturday, October 28. Sally (l) and Jack Skellington 
enjoyed this year’s parade. More photos on page 7.   Photo by Aracelis Batista

Bronx voters have choices 
On Election Day, Nov. 7th
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Reserve your place: www.york.cuny.edu/openhouse2016

The program will commence promptly at noon in the Atrium of the Academic Core Building   
94-20 Guy R. Brewer Blvd., Jamaica NY 11451            Free parking is available for this event

•  Network with professors to explore the various courses 
and majors options available to students

•  Discover financing options through scholarships & 
financial aid

•  Take a student-guided tour to see our beautiful campus, 
including the Milton G. Bassin Performing Arts Center, art 
studio, library and the state-of-the-art laboratories

•    Connect to current students

Connect to Your Future  
at
Fall Open House
Sunday, November 13th  
12 to 3 PM
Experience our dynamic  
campus culture with a  
day of live entertainment,  
food and fun!

BY BOB GUILIANO
Community Board 8 held a press 

conference on Thursday, October 26, 
to mark the completion of a massive 
clean-up effort of CSX’s 3/4-mile-long 
Putnam South property, adjacent to 
the Major Deegan Expressway from 
Van Cortlandt Park South to West 
230th Street.

This project was performed by 
CSX Transportation at the request 
of the community board and in-
volved months of intense garbage 
and debris clean up, path-clearing 
and graffiti removal for the length 
of the property.

The event was held on a por-
tion of the Putnam South right-of-
way property at the eastern end 
of Verveelen Place between West 
230th and 231st streets, just east of 
Broadway. 

“I commend our Environment 
and Sanitation Committee chair 
Laura Spalter and her committee 
for pursuing the necessary clean-
up of the CSX Putnam South prop-
erty and the agreement by CSX to 
undertake this massive effort,” said 
Rosemary Ginty, CB 8 chairwoman. 
“A true success story for our com-
munity.”

Spalter responded that the 
cleanup has removed a neighbor-
hood blight and revealed the po-
tential for a new Rails-to-Trails 
Greenway with tremendous envi-
ronmental, recreational, and eco-
nomic benefits to the community.

Senator Jeff Klein said that the 
abandoned CSX rail line “has been 
littered with debris for far too long 
and I’m glad to assist Community 
Board 8 in their push to get the land 
cleaned up. CSX has made progress 

and I look forward to the completion 
of the cleanup.”

Assemblyman Jeffrey Dinowitz 
said, “I applaud CSX and Commu-
nity Board 8, including Environ-
mental and Sanitation Committee 
Laura Spalter and board chair Rose-
mary Ginty, for their work on this 
huge cleanup of the Putnam South 
Right-of-Way.”

Dinowitz added that “a horrible 
eyesore has been transformed and 
an enormous amount of garbage has 

been removed from our neighbor-
hood. This is the kind of hard work 
and team work that makes ours the 
great community that it is.”

Councilman Andrew Cohen ap-
plauded CSX and the community 
board for coming to an agreement 
on the cleanup of Putnam South.

“It’s so important that commu-
nity partners work together to keep 
the Bronx beautiful,” Cohen said. 
“I’m thrilled that the cleanup has 
been agreed upon and that progress 

has been made.”
NYC Parks Bronx Commissioner 

Iris Rodriguez-Rosa complimented 
CB 8, saying its “unyielding advo-
cacy has made this cleanup a real-
ity. Now we are looking towards the 
future and are excited for this land 
to reach its full potential.”

Rodney Oglesby, resident vice 
president for state government af-
fairs for CSX, said, “CSX would 
be pleased to see this property re-
purposed for recreational uses by 
residents of the Van Cortlandt and 
Kingsbridge community. We look 
forward to continuing our dialog 
with the city in hopes of identifying 
a path forward in that process.”

The CSX Putnam Railroad right-
of-way, previously used for railroad 
traffic, was discontinued in the 
1950s. The entire ROW stretched for 
2.5 miles from West 230th Street to 
the Westchester County Line. 

The 3/4 mile segment of Putnam 
South, varying in width from 25 to 
50 feet, is vacant and not publicly ac-
cessible. 

Over the many decades of non-
use, it became overgrown with 
weeds, covered with graffiti and a 
dumping ground for refuse and de-
bris.

CB 8 marks cleanup of CSX Putnam South site

A massive clean-up effort of CSX’s 3/4-mile-long Putnam South property, adjacent to the Major Deegan Expressway, has 
been completed. Community News Group/Bob Guiliano
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ANTIQUES & ESTATE BUYERS

ANTIQUE & ESTATE BUYERS
We buy anything old. One piece or house full. 

WILL TRAVEL. HOUSE CALLS.

ANTIQUE & ESTATE BUYERS
We buy anything old. One piece or house full. 

WILL TRAVEL. HOUSE CALLS.
WILL TRAVEL

ENTIRE
TRI-STATE!

FREE
Estimates!

We Pay $CASH$ For 
Paintings, Clocks, Watches, 
Estate Jewelry & Fine China, 

From Single Items 
to Entire Estates!
Coin & Stamp Collections

Costume Jewelry
Antique Furniture  Lamps
Bronzes  Paintings  Prints

Chinese & Japanese 
Artwork & Porcelain

Sports Collectibles 
Comic Books  Old Toys  Records
Cameras  Sterling Flatware Sets

HUMMELS & LLADROS

ANTIQUES & ESTATE BUYERS

TOP $ PAID
FOR JUDAICA
COLLECTIBLES

HOUSE
CALLS

MOVING orDOWNSIZING?CALL
US!

Top $ Paid
for Antique

Sterling!

Military
Collections

Wanted
Swords,
Knives,

Helmets, etc.

SEE OUR AD EVERY SUNDAY IN THE POST

SAME DAY  
SERVICE  

AVAILABLE

SERVING BRONX 
AND THE ENTIRE  
TRI-STATE AREA

516-974-6528516-974-6528

WILL TRAVEL. WE MAKE HOUSE CALLS.
1029 WEST JERICHO TURNPIKE, SMITHTOWN, L.I.

HOUSE 
CALLS

ASK FOR CHRISTOPHER



the parish.”
Clark’s offi ce also made 

recommendations to the 
Archdiocese of New York 
about fi scal controls that 
they have agreed to imple-
ment at St. Frances. 

Among these recom-
mendations are that parish 
undergo a complete audit 
and be audited every three 
years, that the parish have 
a single general purpose 
credit card with the pas-
tor’s and parish’s name on 
it, and that there be a par-
ish council, and that the 
Throggs Neck church have 
at least two lay trustees fa-
miliar with the fi nances. 

According to the district 
attorney’s offi ce, evidence 
wasn’t found to support ac-
cusations by some parish-
ioners that the there could 
be as much as $1 million in 
funds that were misappro-
priated. 

A second letter from 
Bishop Walsh to the parish-
ioners addressed concerns 
about Fr. Miqueli’s future 
in the Catholic Church. 

Walsh’s letter to the pa-
rishioners stated that the 
archdiocese had attempted 
to investigate “accusations 
of morally abhorrent behav-
ior” but as of yet the allega-
tions haven’t been substan-
tiated. 

“While the archdiocese 
is in discussions with Fa-
ther Miqueli about his fu-
ture, it is diffi cult to envi-
sion a circumstance that 
would allow him to return 
to the active priesthood,” 
the letter stated. 

Allegations against Fr. 

Miqueli dealt with chronic 
absenteeism, which some 
parishioners and published 
reports speculated had to 
do with an affair with a 
male acquaintance, as well 
as general lack of spiritu-
ality and connection to his 
parish. 

Jack McCarrick, a long-
time parishioner who was 
active in a working group 
that sought to bring issues 
about Fr. Miqueli’s steward-
ship of the parish to light, 
estimated that about 85% of 
the parishioners would be 
satisfi ed with the investiga-
tion’s outcome. 

McCarrick said the 
money wasn’t his main con-
cern.

He is not sure what 
was taken but believes the 

amount was simply what 
the forensic accounting 
was able to fi nd. 

“It was some kind of 
a resolution, it is not the 
whole thing” said McCa-
rrick. “The money was not 
the main thing that people 
were complaining about; 
it was about his demeanor, 
his absence and treatment 
of people.” 

Janit Bitner, another 
parishioner active in bring 
the issue with the pastor to 
light, believes that there 
are more misdeeds at Fr. 
Miqueli’s previous assign-
ment prior to St. Frances, 
at St. Frances Cabrini on 
Roosevelt Island in Man-
hattan. 

“We are not all that 
happy, but you have to take 
what you can get,” she said, 
adding “One thing that I 
thought was glaringly absent 
in the (archdiocese’s com-
ments) was that there was no 
thanks to the parishioners 
who stood their ground and 
made sure he is not longer a 
priest in the parish.” 

Another parishio-
ner who questioned Fr. 
Miqueli’s appropriateness 
for the parish said he be-
lieves that there is a cover-
up going on. 

He said parishioners 
saw open bags of cash from 
collections during services 
in the priest’s room. 

He added he was up-
set because he believes 
that the Manhattan dis-
trict attorney did not sub-
stantively investigate Fr. 
Miqueli’s actions at his 
previous Roosevelt Island 
assignment.  

terials about military veter-
ans so teachers could educate 
students about the service of 
veterans within their com-
munity and abroad. 

Inclusion of the schools, 
however, is not the only new 
aspect of the parade accord-
ing to co-chair of the com-
mittee and retired United 
States Marine Corps lieuten-
ant colonel, Ron Watson.

“This year we’re estab-
lishing a color guard made 
up of teenagers who have not 
served yet in keeping with 
this year’s theme: ‘a salute to 
service and community pa-
triotism,” Watson said.

These initiatives also pre-
sented the opportunity to re-

vamp parade interest while 
also honoring its traditions, 
like naming noteworthy vet-
erans and members of the 
community as grand mar-
shals.

This year’s grand mar-
shal, 86-year-old retired 
USMC master sergeant 
Christopher J. Devoy from 
Edgewater, was chosen 
from a competitive pool of 
hometown hero military 
veterans. 

“I was just taken aback,” 
Devoy said when asked 
about being selected. He 
also remarked the parade 
was special because of “the 
pride of being allowed to 
serve (in the USMC).”

Along with Devoy, five 

additional honorary grand 
marshals will be recog-
nized posthumously as vet-
erans for their service when 
the parade reaches Bicen-
tennial Veterans Memorial 
Park.

The 33rd annual Bronx 
Veterans Day Parade will 
be held on Sunday, Novem-
ber 12 at noon from East 
Tremont and Lafayette av-
enues, to a reviewing stand 
at Bicentennial Veterans 
Memorial Park.

Senator Jeff Klein will 
host a Veteran’s Day break-
fast before the parade at 
Villa Barone Manor at 9 
a.m. To RSVP for the break-
fast contact Klein’s office at 
(718) 822-2049.
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‘Breaking bad’ pastor guilty; Fr. Miqueli ordered 
to reimburse $22,000 to St. Frances de Chantal

“This investigation by the Eco-
nomic Crimes Bureau found 
that Fr. Miqueli was improperly 
reimbursed for personal ex-
penses.” – Bronx District Attor-
ney Darcel Clark. 
 Photo courtesy of Bronx District 
Attorney’s Offi ce

Thirty-third Veterans Day 
Parade attracts new attention

Christopher J. Devoy (l) and Ron Watson both served in the United States Marine Corps and encourage 
the community to learn more about the armed forces. Community News Group/Sarah Valenzuela

S SSHOP OUR CLASSIFIED 
PAGES EVERY WEEK AND 

SAVE MONEY
The Bronx Times On-Line

Your world is 24/7... NOW so are we.

YOUR NEIGHBORHOOD - YOUR NEWS
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BY PATRICK ROCCHIO
The long-awaited new City Is-

land Bridge opened with fanfare. 
The new span connecting City 

Island with the mainland was of-
fi cially dedicated in a ceremony 
on Sunday, October 29 with a host 
of community leaders and city of-
fi cials crossing the bridge on foot 
for the fi rst time. 

Despite signifi cant rain, at 
least 200 people took part in the 
ceremony, according to attendees. 
It opened to vehicular traffi c the 
same day. 

The completion of the cause-
way-designed bridge was hailed as 
a victory for community activists 
on City Island who had disagreed 
with the Bloomberg administra-
tion on the original bridge design, 
but found a friendlier ear in the de 
Blasio administration. 

Several offi cials at the City Is-
land Civic Association and elected 
offi cials thanked Polly Trotten-
berg, NYC Department of Trans-
portation commissioner, who 
worked with community leaders to 
come up with a suitable design af-
ter the earlier cable-stayed design 
with a tower won little community 
support. 

Borough President Ruben Diaz 

Jr., Senator Jeff Klein, Assembly-
man Michael Benedetto, Council-
man James Vacca and Matt Cruz, 
Community Board 10 district man-
ager, joined community members 
in celebrating. 

“The opening of this new bridge 
is a historic day that marks the end 
of a long-fought battle by the City 
Island community, myself and my 

colleagues to preserve the distinct 
character and beauty of the area,” 
said Klein.

Diaz said that he believes the 
new bridge represents ongoing vi-
tality that is part of City Island. 

“This new bridge further opens 
up this great nautical village for 
tourists and local residents alike, 
giving them the opportunity to sit 

down and enjoy great 
seafood, breathe in 
that fresh sea air, ad-
mire the waterfront 
view,” said the bor-
ough president. 

The new bridge 
has a wider horizon-
tal clearance than the 
previous City Island 
Bridge, a structure 
that was completed in 
1901, which replaced 
an earlier wooden 
draw bridge.

While three lanes 
of traffi c still cross 
the bridge, the wider 
roadway area will al-
low future repair work 
to be carried out while 
traffi c continues to 
fl ow. 

The new crossing 
also is friendlier to recreational 
vessels crossing under it because 
it offers a higher vertical clear-
ance. 

The bridge includes a pedes-
trian walkway and a bicycle lane.

Barbara Dolensek, CICA vice 
president, who took part in a law-
suit against the Bloomberg admin-
istration concerning the bridge 

design and who personally worked 
with Trottenberg to come to agree-
ment on a plan, said that a lot of 
community members wanted to 
attend the opening to be part of a 
historical moment. 

Trottenberg personally reached 
out Dolesnek shortly after arriv-
ing at City Hall, calling her on the 
phone, according to Dolensek. 

“It is getting good marks from 
everyone,” said Dolensek, adding 
of the DOT: “They really listened 
to us, and I think that is why we 
consider it a success.”

Access to and from the island 
had been routed over a temporary 
bridge since December 2015, when 
demolition began on the older 
structure. 

Work still left to be done in-
cludes the reconstruction of a tri-
angle at the foot of the bridge’s 
City Island side maintained by 
the American Legion, reconstruc-
tion of much of the Catherine Scott 
Promenade, and demolition of the 
temporary bridge. 

Attendees at the opening were 
treated to coffee and donuts from 
contractor Tutor Perini and re-
ceived ceremonial keychains 
marking the occasion, said CICA 
board members. 
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POT of GOLD
Sherbee Antiques is a family-owned business that has been 

serving the tri-state area for over 60 years. 
We buy from the full contents of homes and estates 

to single items. We specialize in high-end goods such as 
antiques, art, fi ne porcelain, lighting, bronzes and sculptures. 

We have particular interest in fi ne jewelry, timepieces, 
diamonds, gold and silver. 

If you call we will come to you, free of charge, and evaluate 
what you are selling. We know the value of your possessions 
and are willing to pay top dollar on the spot. Please feel free 
to call seven days a week for a free same day consultation.

You may be sitting on a large fortune. 
Call Sherbee Antiques. They’ll tell you how much.

CALL TODAY 917-748-7622 OR 718-762-7448 
You’ll be glad you did.

Sherbee  Antiques
Est. 1940

New City Island Bridge opens to major fanfare 

Polly Trottenberg, NYC Department of Transportation commission (c) cuts the ribbon on the 
new City Island Bridge with community members and dignitaries including Borough President 
Ruben Diaz Jr., Senator Jeff Klein, Councilman James Vacca and Matt Cruz, Community Board 
10 district manager. Photo by Silvio Pacifi co
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(l-r) Richard, Mina and Marta Rivera got into their 
characters for Halloween. Photo by Aracelis Batista

PB National Puerto Rico Motorcycle Association NY marched in 
honor of Hurricane Maria victims. Photo by Aracelis Batista

(l-r) Leonardo Cruz, Nelly Arroyo and Ella 
Rose’s costumes were a treat to behold.
 Photo by Aracelis Batista

Police Athletic League embodied the Halloween 
spirit. Photo by Aracelis Batista

St. Athanasius School marched under a DC and 
Marvel comics superhero-themed banner. 
 Photo by Aracelis Batista

Manida Street Tenants Association honored the 
community’s fallen heroes. Photo by Aracelis 
Batista

(l-r) Aidan Salamanca, Councilman Rafael Sala-
manca and Jose Cepeda enjoyed the festivities.
 Photo by Aracelis Batista

New South Bronx A Hero’s Halloween led the 
way. hoto by Aracelis Batista

Children dressed up as their favor-
ite superheroes in honor of the pa-
rade’s heroic theme. 
 Photo by Aracelis Batista

32nd Annual New South 
Bronx Halloween Parade

The Boogie Down Bronx welcomed ghosts and ghouls of every age at its second largest Halloween parade in NYC. 
The 32nd annual New South Bronx Halloween Parade on Saturday, October 28 featured superheroes and other 
colorful characters marching under the theme of ‘Celebrating our Superheroes’ on Simpson Street.  The parade 
served as a tribute to those who inspire, motivate, guide, sacrifi ce and led the borough to a better future.

y
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BY BOB GUILIANO
The sponsor of a home-

less residence in University 
Heights was accused of be-
ing rude, arrogant and eva-
sive by those who attended a 
town hall meeting.

 The meeting was called 
to air concerns about the 
men moving into the city’s 
landmark $62.8 million 
homeless residence at 233 
Landing Road in University 
Heights. It was held Wednes-
day, October 25, at St. Nich-
olas of Tolentine Church, in 
the Fr. Smith Center, 2345 
University Center.

Organized by the NYC 
Department of Homeless 
Services and the Bowery 
Residents Committee, the 
meeting focused on the 
site’s 200-bed transitional 
shelter and 135 permanent 
units due to be occupied this 
December.

“I think DHS and BRC 
didn’t expect the big turn-
out,” said Rachel Bradshaw, 
vice president, Fordham 
Hill Oval Owners Associa-
tion. “They did all in their 
power not to promote the 
event. Our co-op had to can-
vass the neighborhood. Our 

co-op is the reason the town 
hall happened in the fi rst 
place. We were persistent.”

The town hall attend-
ees asked a lot of hard-hit-
ting questions, according 
to Bradshaw, but were left 
lacking answers. Those 
questions included:

• Is Megan’s Law appli-
cable to the homeless popu-
lation?

• Does BRC really have 
jobs for these men?

• Why didn’t BRC and 
DHS engage the commu-
nity?

• Why was 233 Land-
ing Road selected — it has 
egress issues?

• How will the children 
that play sports near Land-
ing Road Park be protected?

“There were many pas-
sionate speakers,” Brad-
shaw said. The common 
theme was “200 men are too 
much for this community. 
The concern is safety, over-
population and overburden-
ing the already crowded Se-
lect Bx 12 bus.”

Myrna Calderon, asso-
ciation president, was upset 
that “DHS commissioner 
David Banks was so disre-

spectful to our community 
that he only sent low level 
staffers to address our is-
sues. They have not both-
ered to meet with the local 
precinct to insure adequate 
policing. They need to admit 
that the city does not abide 
by Megan’s Law.” 

Chad Y. Royer, secretary 
on the association’s board of 
directors, said that the BRC 
and DHS were not prepared. 

Their spokespeople were 
“very dismissive in that 
they not only omitted is-
sues, but lied as well,” Royer 
said. “One of the sharehold-

ers asked about security 
outside the complex, and as I 
made a comment to suggest 
the question was not an-
swered, one of the speakers 
got smart to say if the guy 
asking the question did not 
say anything, then meant 
my statement was wrong.” 

Also, in response to his 
question about Megan’s 
Law, he was told that of-
fi cials have “applied all 
of the laws,” Royer said. 
“This was a blatant dis-
regard of a specifi c point. 
What got me also was the 
fact that there is no on-
site center for addressing 
mental health or offering 
mental health therapy. 
How could this be omitted 
on a compound serving 
two distinct demograph-
ics?”

Royer feels that “this 
is so wrong to set people 
up to fail, and then expect 
us to accept the fact that 
people will be moving in 
an area with many docu-
mented unresolved is-
sues.”

The residence will also 
offer 111 studios for single 
adults earning no more 
than $21,175 annually; 
seven one-bedroom units 
for households of two earn-
ing no more than $34,550 
annually; 17 two-bedroom 
units for families of three 
earning no more than 
$46,620 annually; and one 
superintendent unit. 

233 Landing Road meeting has residents angry

Carlos Martin expresses his concerns over the planned opening of a homeless residence at 233 Land-
ing Road, during a town hall meeting held Wednesday, October 25, at St. Nicholas of Tolentine Church.

Photo by Aracelis Batista

BY ROBERT WIRSING
Food connoisseurs crav-

ing excitement should con-
sider exploring the Bronx’s 
diverse cuisine options.

Borough President Ru-
ben Diaz, Jr. hosted a media 
preview of the seventh an-
nual Savor the Bronx Res-
taurant Week on Monday, 
October 30 at Porto Salvo 
Bronx, a newly-opened nau-
tical-themed Italian cook-
ery and wine bar.

Produced by the Bronx 
Tourism Council and co-
hosted by the Bronx Over-
all Economic Development 
Corporation, this year’s 
edition is from Monday, No-
vember 6 through Friday, 
November 17.

The event showcases the 
borough’s best eateries by 
offering special values and 
discounts.

“Our annual Savor the 
Bronx Restaurant Week 
event is a great opportunity 
for foodies from all over the 

region to sample the epicu-
rean delights our borough 
has to offer,” expressed 
Diaz, adding. “If you love 
great food you’ll love the 
Bronx and there’s no better 
time to enjoy our many fl a-
vors.”

“There are over 200 eat-
eries in this great borough. 
Savor the Bronx Restaurant 
Week offers just a small 
sampling to help Bronxites 
and visitors discover their 
new favorites,” noted Olga 
Luz Tirado Bronx Tourism 
Council executive director.

The 12-day extravaganza 
features over 30 participat-
ing restaurants including 
Bronx Alehouse, 216 W. 
238th Street; Bronx Draft-
house, 884 Gerard Avenue; 
Bronx Public, 170 W. 231st 
Street; Jake’s Steakhouse, 
6031 Broadway; Madden’s 
Uptown Bar and Grill, 5757 
Broadway; Mott Haven Bar 
and Grill, 1 Bruckner Bou-
levard; Ceetay, 129 Alexan-

der Avenue; Siam Square 
Thai Cuisine, 564 Kappock 
Street; Suy Gastrofusion, 5 
W. 170th Street; Antonio’s 
Trattoria, 2370 Belmont 
Avenue; Artie’s Steak and 
Seafood, 394 City Island Av-

enue; Emilia’s Restaurant, 
2331 Arthur Avenue; Ice 
House Cafe, 140 Reynolds 
Avenue; Kingsbridge So-
cial Club, 3625 Kingsbridge 
Avenue; Lucca Restaurant, 
3019 Westchester Avenue; 

Mike’s Deli, 2344 Arthur 
Avenue; Porto Salvo, 424 E. 
161st Street; Tosca Rooftop 
Garden Bar, 4034 E. Trem-
ont Avenue; Bistro SK, 273 
City Island Avenue; Cabo 
Mexican Cuisine, 3764 E. 
Tremont Avenue; Coconut 
Palm Bar and Grill, 2407 
Westchester Avenue; Ha-
banero Mexican Cuisine, 
141 Lincoln Avenue; Mama-
juana Cafe, 3233 E. Tremont 
Avenue; Mama Puebla, 3465 
E. Tremont Avenue; Par-
rilla Latina Steakhouse, 614 
Melrose Avenue; Travesias, 
3834 E. Tremont Avenue; 
Xochimilco, 653 Melrose 
Avenue; Bronx Brewery, 
856 E. 136th Street; Chelsea 
Craft Brewing Company, 
463 E. 173rd Street; Gun 
Hill Brewing Company, 
3227 Laconia Avenue and 
Lloyd’s Carrot Cake, 6987 
Broadway.

For further information, 
visit www.savorthebronx.
com or follow @SavorTh-

eBronx on Twitter and Fa-
cebook.

Guests sampled sev-
eral top eateries and food 
producers including Porto 
Salvo, Chelsea Craft Brew-
ing Company and Delicioso 
Coco Helado.

Porto Salvo co-owner 
Mark Lu said the restau-
rant opened this past June 
15 and is the newest inter-
pretation of old Italian-
style cookery led by execu-
tive chef Luigi Ghidetti.

He added BronxNet pro-
duced two Savor the Bronx 
videos highlighting Porto 
Salvo and Mott Haven Bar 
and Grill.

To view Porto Salvo’s 
video, visit https://www.
youtube.com/watch?v=8so
AZLC9iHE&feature=yout
u.be.

For Mott Haven Bar 
and Grill’s video, visit 
h t t p s : // w w w.y o u t u b e .
com/watch?v=rJ- OHhC_
iW8&feature=youtu.be.

Savor the Bronx on the menu from Nov. 6 to 17

Borough President Diaz (l) and Assemblyman Blake sampled some 
of Porto Salvo’s tastiest dishes. Photo by Aracelis Batista
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(l-r) Richard and Angela Guarnieri; their sons Mi-
chael, Richie and Connor; Senator Klein and assembly 
members Gjonaj and Benedetto got into the Hallow-
een spirit. Photo by Silvio Pacifi co

Benedetto (back, 2nd from r) presented trophies to this year’s 
four-years-old and younger contest winners (l-r) third place 
honorees Nicholas, Jamie and Tara Souhrada; second place vic-
tors Isabella and Kaitlyn Akino and fi rst place champions Trini-
dad Pimental and Melina and Mariarela Aponte. 
 Photo by Silvio Pacifi co

Benedetto presented awards to 5 to 7-years-old 
costume contest winners (l-r) third place winner 
Aleksander Hauano;  second place winner Angelina 
Di Nardo; and fi rst place champion Brayden Correa.
 Photo by Silvio Pacifi co

This year’s 11 to 13-years-old 3rd, 2nd, and 1st place con-
test winners were (l-r) Luke Riley, Jacob Perez and Star 
Moroch with Jill Morales, Chicklette Moroch, Corgero 
Morales and Julius Morales and Assemblyman Benedetto 
(back, l). Photo by Silvio Pacifi co

The assemblyman congratulated 8 to 10-years-old 
costume contest winners (l-r) second place victor 
Olivia Martell; third place honoree Hunter Carmody 
and fi rst place champion Ryan Kiely on their amaz-
ing costumes. Photo by Silvio Pacifi co

(left) Sandy Lusk put the fi n-
ishing touches on Princess 
Zoey Clemente’s costume. 
 Photo by Silvio Pacifi co

Throggs Neck children and their families embraced the Halloween spirit at the 34th annual Throggs Neck Halloween Parade. The parade 
began on Harding and East Tremont avenues continuing to the Throgs Neck Expressway Service Road before concluding at Throgs Neck 
Boulevard where the annual Halloween street fair, carnival and costume contest were held. The neighborhood tradition was sponsored by 
assembly members Michael Benedetto and Mark Gjonaj, Senator Jeff Klein and Congressman Joseph Crowley.

Throggs Neck Halloween Parade
Brightens Spirits



BY BOB GUILIANO
Community Board 7 voted 

in favor of the city’s proposed 
Jerome Avenue rezoning 
during a meeting Thursday, 
October 27, despite residents 
and activists protesting with 
a march on Wednesday, Oc-
tober 4, opposing the plan.

“We voted in favor, with 
conditions,” said CB 7 chair-
woman Adaline Walker-San-
tiago. CB 7 had a quorum, 
with 23 present and 21 voting 
‘yes’, two voting ‘no’.

The preservation of af-
fordable units in the Jerome 
Avenue Corridor of the 
Bronx is at its highest level 
in over 25 years, according 
to NYC Department of Hous-
ing Preservation and Devel-
opment Commissioner Ma-
ria Torres-Springer.

“We are fully committed 
to preserving affordability 
whenever and wherever pos-
sible, and in communities 
where families need it most, 
we go beyond preserving in-
frastructure and freezing 
rents,” Torres-Springer said.

Council members Van-
essa Gibson and Fernando 
Cabrera attended the meet-
ing, along with offi cials from 
CB 5.

The list of conditions 
included requests for addi-

tional schools, since School 
District 10 is the most over-
crowded in the Bronx, ac-
cording to Walker-Santiago, 
with 2,700 seats unfunded by 
the city.

Over the next fi ve years, 
seats are needed for the chil-
dren who are coming into 
the community, in all grade 
levels from K3 to high school, 
according to Walker-Santi-
ago.

Additional and expanded 
day care and after-school 
programs are needed to sup-
port the projected increase 
in population. 

A new community center 
would provide additional re-
sources for community pro-
gramming directed toward 
youths, seniors and young 
adults.

Regarding transporta-
tion, additional capacities 
are needed at both the IRT 
4 and IND D subway lines 
for the projected increase in 
population.

Renovation of subway sta-
tions along those lines should 
be scheduled, including mak-
ing them handicapped acces-
sible with elevators.

“This major transporta-
tion hub needs to be made 
handicapped accessible be-
cause it serves one of the 

busiest commercial districts 
in the city,” Walker-Santiago 
said.

The list includes restor-
ing pre-2010 service levels to 
the Bronx on the BxM3 and 
BxM4 express bus lines.

And  culturally, programs 
like art, music, theatre and 

all forms of expression are 
needed to meet the growing 
population and community. 

There’s a growing im-
migration population from 
many parts of the world.

“We want the institu-
tions to promote those new 
cultures,” Walker-Santiago 

said. “That would foster 
understanding of the new 
cultures, since we have so 
many different ones here.”

Additional lighting, se-
curity cameras along Je-
rome  Avenue would pro-
vide better security for the 
businesses as well as resi-

dents.
Local employment, well-

paying union jobs would be 
available while new con-
struction is underway.

Regarding veterans, 
more programs are needed 
for job training, literacy, 
health, and working with 
the veterans hospital, she 
said.

“We support what (com-
munity) boards four and 
fi ve are advocating for us,” 
said Walker-Santiago. 

The next step is it goes 
before the borough presi-
dent for a public hearing on 
Thursday, November 2 and 
eventually before the City 
Council.

And after that, HPD is 
partnering with Gibson 
and Cabrera to host a Prop-
erty Owner Clinic on Tues-
day, November 14.

Property owners will 
be able to speak with HPD 
fi nance specialists, as well 
as representatives from 
the NYC Department of Fi-
nance, NYC Department of 
Environmental Protection, 
and the NYC Department of 
Buildings for assistance. 

The clinic will be hosted 
at Apple Bank’s 101 E. 170th 
Street branch location from 
4:30 to 7 p.m.

B
R

O
N

X
 W

E
E

K
L

Y
   

N
o

v
e

m
b

e
r

 5
, 2

0
1

7
   

1
0

w
w

w
.B

X
T

im
e

s
.c

o
m

BY BOB GUILIANO
Principal Astrid Jacobo 

has been removed from the 
Urban Assembly School 
for Wildlife Conservation 
a month after a student fa-
tally stabbed another stu-
dent during a classroom 
confrontation.

“After a careful review, 
I have decided to select a 
new principal to lead the 
school and ensure an in-
clusive learning environ-
ment for all students,” 
NYC schools Chancellor 
Carmen Fariña said, ac-
cording to Toya Holness, 
press secretary at the NYC 
Department of Education.

Farina said that she 
“visited Wildlife several 
times, meeting with staff 
and families, and will con-
tinue to closely monitor 
and support the commu-
nity.” 

With Jacobo reassigned 

elsewhere, Farina has re-
quested Superintendent 
Fred Walsh to work with 
the school community to 
select a new principal and 
support the school during 
the transition. 

Staff from the Field 
Support Center and the su-
perintendent’s offi ce went 
to the school Monday, Oc-
tober 30, to provide addi-
tional support, according 
to Holness.

Abel Cedeno, 18, was 
indicted on manslaughter 
charges in the fatal stab-
bing of Matthew McCree, 
15, on Wednesday, Septem-
ber 27, in front of a history 
class fi lled with students 
and two teachers.

Cedeno also stabbed 
a second classmate, Ari-
ane Laboy, 16, who had al-
legedly joined McCree in 
assaulting Cedeno after 
Cedeno complained that 

someone had thrown pen-
cils at him. 

Laboy survived. Nei-
ther teacher intervened 
during the fi ght.

These latest develop-
ments have occurred just 
after a community town 
hall meeting was held on 
Wednesday, October 25, at 
the New Settlement Com-
munity Campus’s school 
auditorium, 1501 Jerome 
Avenue.

Up to 75 parent and 
youth members of the 
New Settlement Parent 
Action Committee, along 
with Bronx educators and 
community advocates, at-
tended the meeting to ad-
vocate for more DOE-em-

ployed social workers in 
School District 9.

NSPAC organized the 
meeting to raise aware-
ness about the lack of so-
cial, emotional, and mental 
health resources in their 
high-needs Bronx school 

district, according to Eli-
ana Machefsky, NSPAC’s 
school safety organizer.

NSPAC is based in 
School District 9, which 
neighbors the Urban As-
sembly School’s District 12 
to the southwest. 

District 9 saw a simi-
lar incident in June 2014, 
when one middle school 
student fatally stabbed his 
classmate on the sidewalk 
outside of their school 
building after enduring al-
leged bullying.

Members of NSPAC 
maintain that without ad-
equate de-escalation train-
ing, positive discipline 
practices, and social work-
ers, schools will not be 
able to guarantee student 
safety, according to Ma-
chefsky.

“Metal detectors might 
prevent knives from get-
ting into the school build-

ing, but we know that they 
won’t do anything to re-
solve confl ict and actually 
make schools safe,” said 
DeJohn Jones, a member 
of NSPAC with children in 
both District 9 and District 
12 schools. 

“The tragic stabbing 
in June 2014 proves that 
metal detectors at the 
school entrance are not go-
ing to protect our kids. We 
need social workers and 
we need to prevent bully-
ing,” Jones said.

According to the Na-
tional Association of So-
cial Workers, the recom-
mended ratio of social 
workers to students in a 
high-needs district like 
District 9 is 1 to 50, accord-
ing to Machefsky. 

The current ratio of 
DOE-employed social 
workers to students in Dis-
trict 9 is 1 to 589.

Chancellor axes principal from Urban Wildlife school

Matthew McCree in a selfi e por-
trait from his Facebook page.
 Matthew McCree/Facebook

Abel Cedeno in a selfi e portrait 
from his Facebook page. Abel 
Cedeno/Facebook

Bronx Coalition For A Community Vision march held on Wednesday, October 4, led to a meeting of 
community boards 4 and 5 for a hearing on the Jerome Avenue Neighborhood Plan. CBs 4, 5 and now 
7 favor the rezoning plan, but only with their lists of conditions. Photo by Robert Tiburzi

CB 7 votes in favor of Jerome Avenue rezoning plan
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Superheroes, sports stars and fairy tale characters had a scary good time at the party. 
 Photo courtesy of St. Francis Xavier School

Students dressed up as their favorite fairy tale and animated 
heroes for Halloween. Photo courtesy of St. Francis Xavier School

Students dressed to impress as witches, warriors, video 
game and horror movie characters. 
 Photo courtesy of St. Francis Xavier School

Children wore creative costumes for their school’s annual 
spooktacular. Photo courtesy of St. Francis Xavier School Students of all ages 

had a great time cel-
ebrating Halloween 
together. 
 Photo courtesy of St. 
Francis Xavier School

Students got into their characters at the party. 
 Photo courtesy of St. Francis Xavier School

(l-r) Glinda the Good Witch, 
Tin Man and Scarecrow 
traveled all the way from 
Oz to celebrate Halloween 
at St. Francis Xavier School.
 Photo courtesy of St. Francis 
Xavier School

St. Francis Xavier School’s kindergarten through fourth grade students enjoyed celebrating Halloween on Friday, 
October 27.The students wore many unique costumes while spending time with family, friends and faculty.
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BY BOB GUILIANO
Alerted to the mixed reac-

tions to a mural painted above 
Emilio’s pizzeria, 1051 Morris 
Park Avenue in Morris Park, via 
a comment on its Facebook page, 
the Bronx Times Reporter solic-
ited readers’ input.

The building and pizzeria 
owner, Richie Di Nardo, fl ew in 
artist David Louf from Rotter-
dam, Netherlands to paint the 
mural on the walls of the apart-
ments above Emilio’s. 

It took Louf from Friday, Oc-
tober 20, to Thursday, October 
26, to complete the project.

Ruth Papazian, an award-
winning editor and writer, inter-
viewed Louf while he was creat-
ing the mural. 

She learned that his profes-
sional career included a stint 
as art director of Young & Rubi-
cam’s Amsterdam branch, which 
he left in 2000 to start his own 
graphic design studio, Out of Or-
der. 

Her full interview is available 
on her Facebook page, https://
www.facebook.com/ruth.papa-

zian.3/posts/1455464881175403?p
nref=story.

Louf has painted murals on 
buildings throughout Europe — 
Helsinki, London, Stockholm; 
the U.S. — Denver, Miami; and 
New York City — Bronx, Brook-
lyn, and Manhattan.

Emilio’s mural is Louf’s sec-
ond in the Bronx. 

He also painted the facade of 
Arthur Avenue’s Clinton Hall, a 
beer garden near Fordham Uni-
versity.

“We’ve been getting nothing 
but a great response,” Di Nardo 
told the Bronx Times Reporter. 
“People love it. They’ve been 
coming in, calling, on Insta-
gram, our Facebook page.”

Di Nardo said there’s nothing 
offensive about the mural, point-
ing out nice, ripe tomatoes, some 
basil, trying to make it as nice as 
possible without offending any-
body.

He said he fl ew Louf in from 
Europe to paint the mural, 
which does not seem to appeal to 
a “more mature type of audience 
that lives around here, like my 

mom. They don’t like change.”
Some feel that that colorful 

mural may be disturbing the 
neighborhood, but Di Nardo said 
he doesn’t think so, and that 
there are other people who say 
they love it.

“I’ve been getting an over-
whelming response that they 
love it,” Di Nardo said.

In response to the Bronx 
Times Reporter’s request on its 
Facebook page, asking readers 
to comment on the mural, all the 
responses can be seen at https://
w w w. fac eb o ok.c om / Bron x-
Times.

Highlights of the responses 
include:

• Joanne Guglielmo Murphy: 
“Was their business doing so 
badly that they had to make a 
spectacle of themselves?”

• Kristina Myers Reed: “Love 
it! With all the changing of build-
ings to look so architecturally 
boring & boxy, this is a great way 
to bring some color & art into our 
daily lives. Be RADIANT!”

• Ellen Clancy: “Ugh, literal 
tomatoes sprinkled among angu-

lar, abstract graphics. As art, it 
doesn’t know what it wants to be. 
I wouldn’t want to live in — or di-
rectly across from — that build-
ing. And I like the food and staff 
at Emilio’s.”

•Miriam Quin: “I love it but 
they need to fi nish all the way on 
the left hand side :) it’s a work of 
art, it’s not graffi ti and it would 
defi nitely bring people to the 
area because they are going to 
be talking about the colorful 
building :) now I really have to 
go there myself and see it in per-
son lol.”

• Virginia Gonzalez: “It looks 
beautiful and very full of life. I 
love the colors. In case people 
didn’t know where Emilio’s was 
located, now they know. Great 
job. Unique.”

• Joe Barile: “I really like it, 
let’s face it the Bronx is a really 
dull place and Morris Park Av-
enue is regarded as #2 to Arthur 
Avenue, so why not?”

• Derek Woods: “That is truly 
great! Bravo to everyone who 
made it happen. It would have 
been cheap to do nothing, but 

they believed in the power of art! 
So well done.”

• Ruth Papazian: “It’s play-
ful, and gives the ‘main drag’ of 
the Morris Park neighborhood a 
shot of liveliness and vibrancy.”

• Frank Bevilacqua: “I think 
it looks hideous and very ghetto 
way too much.”

• Annette Cornier: “It’s differ-
ent, but I like it! Breaks the mo-
notony of the proverbial ‘same 
old, same old!’”

• Deanna Govan: “I think it 
looks awesome! Brings charac-
ter to the neighborhood.”

• Joanne Russo Rubino: “Took 
me a while to get used to it, but 
now I really like it. I think it adds 
some panache and does not look 
ghetto at all, in my opinion.”

• Robert Beatty: “Too loud for 
my taste. Might distract drivers 
going down MPA.”

• Debra Ann Jaffee: “Love it. 
It brings the corner to life. Most 
of the area is drab.”

• Sandi Markham: “Hid-
eous!”

• Holly Erickson Cicalo: “Fab-
ulous!”

Reactions mixed over mural at Emilio’s pizzeria 

David Louf, artist from Rotterdam, 
Netherlands, painted the mural above 
Emilio’s pizzeria. Courtesy photo

Artist David Louf creating art in his 
hometown of Rotterdam. Emilio’s piz-
zeria hired Louf to paint the mural 
above its eatery in Morris Park. Cour-
tesy photo

A mural painted above Emilio’s pizzeria on Morris Park and Hone avenues has drawn a variety of reactions. Community News Group/Bob Guiliano



BY PATRICK ROCCHIO
Ideas are being solic-

ited to turn an under-
utilized part of Tremont 
Park into a community 
asset. 

A Request For Ex-
pressions of Interest has 
been issued for a corner 
of Tremont Park near 
East Tremont and Third 
avenues where the first 
Bronx Borough Hall, de-
molished in 1969, once 
stood. 

Only the staircase 
leading to where the 
building stood remains, 
but the RFEI promises to 
be the first step in creat-
ing something new and 
useful at the site by solic-
iting input from civic and 
community groups, ma-
jor non-profits and real 
estate developers. 

Councilman Ritchie 
Torres and Community 
Board 6 held a joint press 
conference at the loca-
tion on Friday, October 
27, hoping to draw atten-
tion to the RFEI, which 
John Sanchez, CB 6 dis-
trict manager said could 
eventually be the basis 
for a Parks Department 
Request for Proposal for 
a specific future project. 

Torres said he sees 
Tremont Park as a “jewel 
in the crown of the cen-
tral Bronx,” and a place 
with a great deal of his-
torical significance as 
the home of old Bronx 
Borough Hall, which was 
the center of political 
power in the Bronx in the 
early part of the 20th cen-
tury. 

“Since the 1960s, when 
old borough hall was de-
molished, there has been 
nothing that has emerged 
in its place,” said Torres, 
“I had a vision for rei-
magining the site of the 
old borough hall.” 

The councilman said 
that at his request the 
Parks Department is-
sued an RFEI soliciting 
proposals for reactivat-
ing this part of Tremont 
Park. 

The possibilities are 
endless, said the council-
man.

They could include, 
according to the RFEI, 
recreational facilities 
and programs, eating 
and drinking establish-
ments, festivals and per-
formances, amusements, 
markets and fairs, and 
public art. 

“We have begun the 
process of transforming 
an idle part of Tremont 
Park into a center of pro-
gramming and amenities 
for the local residents of 
the central Bronx,” said 
Torres. 

Community groups or 
other entities that are in-
terested can submit the 
proposals up until 3 p.m. 
on Monday, November 13. 
They are normally de-
livered to Parks Depart-
ment headquarters in 
Manhattan. 

The RFEI was released 
on Monday, September 
25. 

Sanchez said that CB 
6 has already helped 
spread the word of the 
RFEI to parties that may 
be interested. 

A community center 
for the location has long 

been a goal of CB 6, said 
Sanchez, adding that he 
has seen a document in 
the Bronx County His-
torical Society archives 
indicating that the board 
requested such a use as 
early as 1965. 

“The number one wish 
or priority for the com-
munity is for there to be 
some kind of community 
center or recreation cen-
ter at the space, and this 
is not a new idea,” said 
Sanchez. “It would be a 
great story to finally get 
it done.” 

But the RFEI is wide 
open, he added, and 
would hopefully include 
ideas for an unused com-
fort station around the 
former building’s foot-
print, he said. 

A spokeswoman for 
NYC Parks Department 
stated that the agency is 
working closely with both 
the councilman and CB 6, 
adding that the depart-
ment is looking to work 
with business interested 
in providing services, ac-
tivities, program or con-
cessions at the location. 
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Councilman Ritchie Torres stands with a poster showing some of 
the possible improvements envisioned for Tremont Park. Photo by 
Silvio Pacifi co

Parks Dept. issues RFEI 
for unused Tremont Park





- no matter what borough 
they happen to live in,” said 
Gjonaj. 

Gjonaj, a married father 
of two sons, has garnered 
the support of a number 
of labor unions, as well as 
most local elected offi cials 
and Governor Cuomo. 

His opponent, Cerini, 
sees overdevelopment as 
the key issue in his own Pel-
ham Bay community and 
elsewhere in the district.  

He cited several con-
struction projects in the 
community where former 
single-family properties 
are being converted into 
large apartment buildings 
by developers.

He believes that he 
would fi ght harder against 
overdevelopment than his 
opponent. 

“I know the struggles of 
the homeowner, the parent, 
the small business owner,” 

said Cerini, who is a father 
of four and business owner.

“I can relate to every-
thing that people are strug-
gling with and hopefully we 
can work together to resolve 
these issues.” 

Cerini has the support 
of the New York Post and 
Nicole Malliotakis, Repub-
lican mayoral candidate. 

A number of third party 
candidates also are in the 
race, including Marjorie 
Velazquez on the Working 
Families line, John Doyle 
on the Liberal line, both of 
who ran against Gjonaj in 
the Democratic primary, 
and Alex Gomez on the New 
Bronx line. 

Borough President Ru-
ben Diaz Jr. is up for re-
election this year, and is 
facing opposition from Ca-
mella Price, running on the 
Reform line, as well as Re-
publican Steven DeMartis 
and Conservative Antonio 

Vitello. 
Diaz has made it is his 

priorities attracting posi-
tive development, creating 
educational equality and 

taking care of health dis-
parities. 

In the 14th Council Dis-
trict, Councilman Fernando 
Cabrera faces a challenge 
on the Working Families 
line from Randy Abreau, 
an attorney who was an of-
fi cial in the Obama admin-
istration. 

Another Cabrera chal-
lenger is Justin Sanchez, 
who will be on the Liberal 
party line. 

In the 18th Council Dis-
trict, Senator Ruben Diaz, 
Sr. is running to replace 
term-limited Council-
woman Annabel Palma, 
who will take a post in the 
second de Blasio adminis-
tration, should the mayor 
win a second term. 

Diaz said in statement 
that he was frustrated 
with trying to pass bills in 
the Republican-controlled 
New York State Senate. 

“In the council, I can 
deliver both more funding 
for local programs, work 
on increasing the charter 
school cap, support more 
affordable housing and 
funding for senior pro-
grams - including hous-
ing, as well work to im-
prove public safety,” said 
Diaz. 
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Call
718.260.2555

..to advertise 
your business in our 

Classifi ed Section 
and get.. 

Real Results!

“Too often if feels like the ‘Tale 
of Two Boroughs.’ We’re either 
one city or we’re not. We must 
have a City Hall that supports 
all New Yorkers equally - no 
matter what borough they hap-
pen to live in.”—Assemblyman 
Mark Gjonaj.. 
 Photo courtesy of Gjonaj campaign

Bronx voters have choices on Election Day, Nov. 7th

“I know the struggles of the ho-
meowner, the parent, the small 
business owner,” -- John Cerini
 Photo courtesy of John Cerini

BY SARAH VALENZUELA
Since its founding in 2013 The 

Bronx Veterans Parade Task 
Team has not slowed their march 
as their fourth annual Bronx Vet-
erans Day Parade approaches.

Despite its small membership, 
the Task Team, otherwise known 
as TBVPTT, strives to better the 
lives of military veterans in the 
west and south Bronx, particu-
larly within the Black and Latino 
communities. 

The goal of their annual parade 
has been to spread the same mes-
sage: make the community more 
aware of veteran needs while also 
educating veterans about their 
own benefi ts and letting them 
know they are not alone.

“Some veterans sit there… 
coming out of the Army disabled 
not knowing they can go to the VA 
for medical service,” President of 
TBVPTT and retired United States 
Army staff sergeant, James L. Wil-
son said. “You do have someone 
you can call on, you do have some-
where you can go and we’ll fi nd 
housing, we’ll fi nd shelter, we’ll 
fi nd something for you.”

To help spread this message 
TBVPTT reached out to other com-
panies and organizations about 
setting up their own resource and 
screening tables during the parade 
to help promote healthier living for 
veterans, their families, and the 
neighborhoods they come from. 

These resources will be available 
at the Vidalia Park section of the 
parade.

But spreading awareness be-
tween parents and grandparents 
is only part of TBVPTT’s commu-
nity outreach. 

Passing the message and shar-
ing the legacy of military veter-
ans to the younger generations is 
also essential to the organization’s 
progress according to Wilson and 
vice president of TBVPTT, Robert 
Walker. 

“In our invitation was ‘bring 
your children’ because children 
don’t know what a veteran is,” Wil-
son added. “Because there’s non-
veteran families who never talked 
about a veteran and there are vet-
eran families who never talked 
about their dad or mom who were 
in the Army.”

“Part of it is the younger folks 
look up to the older folks and tend 
to emulate them so they go into the 
service,” Walker, who is also an 
Army veteran, added. “Any other 
way they don’t care about the ser-
vice.”

TBVPTT selected 56-year-old 
Kingsbridge resident and Army 
veteran LaTanga Blair as this 
year’s grand marshal. 

She will be recognized for 
her 11-year career in the armed 
forces along with honoree and fel-
low Army veteran Senator Ruben 
Diaz, Sr. during the parade. 

The organization also encour-
ages the attendance and partici-
pation of elected offi cials to learn 
more about military veterans and 

their neighborhoods.
The fourth annual Bronx Vet-

erans Parade in Crotona is sched-
uled for Saturday, November 4 at 

noon. 
The parade will run along Cro-

tona Parkway from East 175th and 
180th streets.

Bronx Veterans Day Parade in Crotona kicks off Nov. 4th

President James L. Wilson (l) with vice president Robert Walker are two of the original members who helped start The Bronx 
Veterans Parade Task Team. Community News Group/Sarah Valenzuela
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BRIDAL FASHION
KLEINFELD BRIDAL SAMPLE STUDIO
123 West 20th Street, New York, NY 10011 
(2nd fl oor across from Kleinfeld Bridal) 
(917) 388-2341 
www.kleinfeldbridal.com/sample-studio

TUXEDOS
TUXEDO WORLD OF STATEN ISLAND
2791 Richmond Avenue, #6, 
Staten Island, NY 10314, (718) 698-4859 
www.tuxedoworldsi.com

CATERING & VENUES
ATLAS STEAKHOUSE
943 Coney Island Avenue 
off  18th Avenue, Brooklyn, NY
(646) 494-7227, www.AtlasSteak.com
BAY RIDGE MANOR
476 76th Street, Brooklyn
(718) 748-8855
www.bayridgemanor.com
CELEBRATE AT SNUG HARBOR
(718) 442-2700 
www.celebrate-snug.com  
events@celebrate-snug.com
EDIBLE ARRANGEMENTS
133-22 Springfi eld Blvd., (718) 528-3344
158-18 Cross Bay Blvd., (718) 848-3344
1357 Fulton Street, (718) 622-3344
1557 Ralph Avenue, (718) 451-3344
www.ediblearrangements.com/
stores/StoreLocator.aspx
GLEN TERRACE
5313 Avenue N, Brooklyn, (718) 252-4614
GRAND OAKS COUNTRY CLUB
200 Huguenot Avenue, Staten Island
(718) 356–2771, www.grandoaksnyc.com
GRAND PROSPECT HALL
263 Prospect Avenue, Brooklyn 
(718) 788-0777, www.grandprospecthall.com
HUNTERS STEAK HOUSE
9404 Fourth Avenue, Brooklyn, NY 11209 
(718) 238-8899
www.HuntersSteakhouse.com
IL FORNETTO
2902 Emmons Avenue in Brooklyn 
(718) 332-8494
www.ilFornettoRestaurant.com

MARBELLA RESTAURANT
220-33 Northern Boulevard 
Bayside, NY 11361, (718) 423-0100 
www.marbella-restaurant.com
PARADISE CATERING HALL
51 Avenue U, Brooklyn, NY 11223
(718) 372-4352 
www.theparadisecateringhall.com
THE PEARL ROOM
8518 - 3rd Avenue
Brooklyn, NY 11209
(718) 833-6666 
www.pearlroombklyn.com
SCHNITZEL HAUS
7319 5th Avenue, Bay Ridge, NY 11029
(718) 836-5600, www.schnitzelhausny.com
ROCCO’S TACOS
339 Adams Street, Brooklyn, NY 11201
(718) 246-8226, roccostacos.net 
SIRICO’S CATERERS
8015-23 13th Avenue, Brooklyn 
(718) 331-2900, www.siricoscaterers.net
SOTTO 13
5140 West 13th Street, New York, NY
(212) 647-1001, sotto13.com
TERRACE ON THE PARK
52-11 111 Street, Flushing, NY 11368 
(718) 592-5000
www.terraceonthepark.com
THE VANDERBILT AT SOUTH BEACH
300 Father Capodanno Boulevard 
Staten Island, NY
(718) 447-0800 
www.vanderbiltsouthbeach.com

FAVORS & INVITATIONS
THE BRONX DESIGN GROUP
2914 Westchester Avenue
Bronx, NY 10461
(718) 409-9874, Ext. 106
danielles@bronxdesign.com
UNFORGETTABLE EVENTS
2049 Flatbush Avenue in Brooklyn, 
(718) 377-4535
FLORISTS
FLORAL FANTASY
3031 Quentin Road in Brooklyn, 
(718) 998-7060 or
(800) 566–8380 
www.fl oralfantasyny.com
FLOWERS BY MASSENET
Jamaica, Queens, NY
(347) 724-7044 
(718) 526-3725
HENRY’S FLORIST
8103 Fifth Avenue in Brooklyn 
(800) 543-6797 or (718) 238–3838 
www.henrysfl oristweddingevents.com
MARINE FLORIST AND DECORATORS
1995 Flatbush Avenue in Brooklyn 
(800) 447-6730 or (718) 338-3600
www.marinefl orists.com

LIMOUSINE SERVICES
MILA LIMOUSINE CORPORATION
(718) 232-8973, www.milalimo.com
ROMANTIQUE/DOUBLE DIAMOND LIMOUSINES
1421-86 Street, Brooklyn, NY, (718) 351-7273
2041-Hylan Boulevard, Staten Island 
(718) 351-7273, www.rddlimos.com
SOPHISTICATED LIMOUSINES
Serving the Tri state area & NJ, (866) 455-5466

PHOTOGRAPHY & VIDEO
FANTASY PHOTOGRAPHY
3031 Quentin Rd., Brooklyn NY,  (718) 998-0949
www.fantasyphotographyandvideo.com
NY PHOTO VIDEO GROUP
1040 Hempstead Tpke, Franklin Square, NY 11010 
(516) 352-3188 www.nyphotovideogroup.com
info@nyphotovideogroup.com
ONE FINE DAY PHOTOGRAPHERS
459 Pacifi c Street, Massapequa Park 
(516) 690–1320
www.onefi nedayphotographers.com

SALONS
PILO ARTS SALON
8412 3 Avenue, Brooklyn, NY 11209
(718) 748–7411, www.piloarts.com

SERVICES
COSMETIC & LASER CENTER OF BAY RIDGE
9921 4th Avenue, Brooklyn, NY 11209 
(718) 833-2793 or (718) 833-7616 
www.BayRidgeDerm.com
ELITE WEIGHT LOSS
1316 Kings Highway, Brooklyn, NY 11229
(917) 444-3043 
EliteWeightLossNY.com
JOSEPH LICHTER, D.D.S.
1420 Avenue P in Brooklyn
(718) 339-7878
 www.josephlichterdds.co
OMNI DENTAL CARE
313 Kings Highway in Brooklyn
(718) 376-8656 
www.omnidentalcare.com
THE VEIN CENTER OF THE VASCULAR INSTITUTE 
OF NY
Dr. Natalie Marks
960 - 50 Street, Brooklyn, NY 11219
(718) 438-0067 
www.vascularnyc.com

WEDDING CAKES
WHIPPED PASTRY BOUTIQUE-WEDDING CAKES
(718) 858-8088
www.whippedpastryboutique.com

WEDDING EXPOS
BRIDAL AFFAIR
(718) 317–9701, www.bridalaff air.com

WEDDING INSURANCE
TRI-STATE INSURANCE BROKERAGE
610 Crescent Ave., Bronx 10458
277 Tarrytown Rd., White Plains 10602
(718) 618-7666, ww.tsinsbk.com

TO BE INCLUDED IN THIS DIRECTORY CALL (718) 260–8302


