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Bronx
still 1n the

Amazon
HQ2 race

BY BOB GUILIANO

While Amazon has not ac-
cepted any offers to locate its
second headquarters in Bronx,
another proposal has surfaced
which may keep the Bronx in the
game.

Meanwhile, New York City
has submitted its own proposal
to Amazon to consider four alter-
nate sites, with two letters dated
October 16, one from Mayor de
Blasio and the other signed by 70
elected officials from all five bor-
oughs.

Some 26 elected officials from
the Bronx had signed ontoaletter
to Jeff Bezos, Amazon’s founder
and CEO, on Friday, September
15, offering the Bronx as the site
of its next headquarters.

“Amazon just answered they
got the letter and thanks for send-
ing it,” said John DeSio, director
of communications for Borough
President Ruben Diaz, Jr.

Companies from all over the
world are taking a fresh look at
the Bronx, and existing compa-
nies are expanding their pres-
ence in the borough, according to
Diaz in the letter.

The other Bronx deal that’s
still floating around was submit-
ted by Simone Metro Properties,
according to Joseph Kelleher,
president.

“We have a development team
that’s working on the Amazon
project,” Kelleher said. “We
haven’t been notified yet that we
were not the selected site. As far
as we're concerned, we’re still
in the running. We submitted a
great proposal.”

Kelleher said that the Bronx,
and particularly the Hutchinson
Metro Center, would be one of the

Continued on Page 4
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10 NABBED IN
DRUG RING BUST

ouring The Bronx

Thousands of cyclists made tracks through our borough in celebration of
the 23rd annual Tour de Bronx on Sunday, October 22. Amy Cole (I) and
Patrina Feenan were eager to start their boroughwide journey. See more

photos on page 9. Photo by Silvio Pacifico
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‘Operation Green Giant’
ends $22 million enterprise

BY BOB GUILIANO

Ten major drug-dealer suspects
arrested in the Bronx, as part of a
strike force investigation, had been
under surveillance while allegedly
selling about 6,600 pounds of mari-
juana worth about $22 million from
March 2016 to October 2017.

“As alleged, these defendants
conspired to ship millions of dollars’
worth of drugs across the country
for eventual sale in New York City,”
said Acting Manhattan U.S. Attor-
ney Joon H. Kim.

“Searches of apartments where
the defendants allegedly resided
uncovered guns and ammunition,
multiple kilograms of cocaine, hun-

dreds of pounds of marijuana, and
thousands of dollars in cash,” Kim
said.

Arrested on Wednesday, Octo-
ber 18, and Thursday, October 19, in
multiple raids, the ten suspects then
appeared before U.S. Magistrate
Judge Sarah Netburn in Manhattan
federal court.

Special Agent-in-Charge James
J. Hunt, with the Drug Enforce-
ment Administration, said the ar-
rests were part of “Operation Green
Giant,” targeting an organization
that allegedly traversed the country
with marijuana sent to New York
City, with the profit then laundered

Continued on Page 4

34th Throggs Neck Halloween
Parade set for Sat., Oct. 28th

BY PATRICK ROCCHIO

The Throggs Neck commu-
nity is getting ready for another
fun day of celebrating Hallow-
een in an event that’s been a
community tradition for over
three decades.

The 34th Annual Throggs
Neck Halloween parade, car-
nival and costume contest will
take place on Saturday, October
28 from noon to 4 p.m.

There will also be a separate
parade and celebration in the
Pelham Parkway community

on that same day.

In Throggs Neck, the pa-
rade well step off at noon and
be followed by a carnival and
costume contest adjacent to the
Throgs Neck Little League Field
on Throgs Neck Boulevard be-
tween Harding and Schurz av-
enues.

In addition to a costume
contest with first, second and
third place prizes for the best
costume in different age catego-
ries, the carnival will include

Continued on Page 15
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KaBOOM converts empty lot into kids’ play space

BY BOB GUILIANO

What was an empty lot at
4010 Dyre Avenue has been
converted to a playground that
will serve more than 1,300 chil-
dren.

The children “now have a
new opportunity to get the bal-
anced and active play they need
to thrive,” said Celesta Parisi,
M.Ed., interim principal at the
Astor Services for Children &
Families’ Lawrence F. Hickey
Center for Child Development.

The former lot was trans-
formed into a Kkid-designed
play space in less than eight
hours on Thursday, October 5,
with the help of more than 200
people from the center, Disney,
area residents and organizers
from KaBOOM!

“A playground offers chil-
dren many learning opportu-
nities,” said Parisi, who along
with ASCEF’s executive direc-
tor James McGuirk, Ph.D., be-
lieves that play is integral to
children’s full development.

“Play builds mental capac-
ity, enhances socialization
skills and contributes to the
development of coordination

and motor skills,” Parisi said.
“Play is the work of childhood
and is the basis of all learning
— social and academic.”

Thedesignoftheplayground
was based on children’s draw-
ings created at a special event
in August at Astor’s Hickey
Center in the Bronx, which
were then incorporated into
the final playground design.

Elected officials attending
a ribbon-cutting ceremony
included Councilman Andy
King, Borough President Ru-
ben Diaz Jr., and Senator Ja-
maal Bailey.

Since 1996, KaBOOM! has
been dedicated to the goal of
ensuring that all children get
the balanced and active play
they need to thrive because
#PlayMatters.

The new playground is one
of many made possible with
support from Disney as part
of The Walt Disney Company
Healthy Living Commitment,
a long-standing commitment
to create healthier generations
by making healthy living fun
and simple, according to the
release.

Joey Vega

Councilman Andy King (front, 5th from left), Borough President Ruben Diaz Jr.
(front, center) and Senator Jamaal Bailey (front, 3rd from right) with others
prepare to cut the ribbon at a play space for children at 4010 Dyre Avenue in the

Bronx, on Thursday, October 5.

“Our work with KaBOOM!
promotes active and healthy
lifestyles in the communities
we serve,” said Kevin Calla-
han, vice president of Commu-
nity and Engagement, Corpo-
rate Citizenship at Disney.

Photo by Ray Maldonado

“Ensuring the happiness
of kids is at the heart of what
we do, and through our work
in more than 75 communities,
we are proud to help give kids
the childhood they deserve
through play,” Callahan said.

KaBOOM! works to accel-
erate efforts that move every
child in America to play ev-
ery day. Together, Disney and
KaBOOM! have built more
than 75 new play spaces across
America giving nearly 100,000
kids access to healthier life-
styles and safe places to play
and grow, according to the re-
lease.

Astor Services for Children
& Families, as it has since
1953, promotes the well-being
of children, adolescents and
their families through a range
of programs that prevent and
treat emotional problems and
facilitate healthy develop-
ment.

Now serving more than 8,000
children and families annu-
ally, Astor’s current range of
services to families in the Mid-
Hudson Valley and the Bronx
include, residential treatment,
therapeutic foster family care,
early childhood programs, and
community-based behavioral
health and prevention services.

For additional information
visit http://astorservices.org/
or call (845) 871-1117.
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FEARLESS:

From her dogged
determination to expose

the corrupt practices of
disgraced Assembly Speaker
Sheldon Silver, or taking the
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Port Authority to court over
its lack of transparency and
winning, Nicole Malliotakis
has been tireless and
fearless in her quest to
protect the New York

taxpayer from being gouged

by tax and spend liberals. MEET NICOLE MALLIOTAKIS.

Assemblywoman Nicole Malliotakis is running to become
Mayor of New York City to stop Bill de Blasio from his
continued practice of protecting criminals at the expense
of the New York City taxpayer.

Paid for by Nicole for New York City NiCOIEMa"iOta k|S com




BRONX WEEKLY OCTOBER 29,2017 4

WWW.BXTIMES.COM

10 arrested 1n drug ring bust;
ends $22 million enterprise
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Shown are firearms and drugs found at the Stephens Avenue and Fox Street residences in the Bronx,
along with other guns and narcotics obtained with search warrants at other addresses in the Bronx.
Courtesy of US Attorney of the southern district of NY.

from Page 1

back to California.

“Icommend the good work
of the Strike Force, Southern
District of New York and our
law enforcement partners on
these arrests and dismantle-
ment,” Hunt said.

The arrests occurred at 12
locations in the Bronx serv-
ingas ‘stash houses’ for drugs,
weapons and cash, including
sites at Harding Avenue in
Throggs Neck, Stephens Av-
enue in Castle Hill and Fox
Street in Hunts Point.

During the execution of
search warrants, agents re-
covered three handguns, one
sawed-off shotgun, ammuni-
tion, multiple kilograms of
cocaine, hundreds of pounds
of marijuana, and thousands
of dollars in cash.

FedEx, the carrier of
choice for the drug dealers,
made about 330 overnight
deliveries of packages from a
San Francisco sender during
the last eight months.

The packages contain-
ing marijuana were sent to
residences and businesses in
Manhattan, the Bronx and

the indictment unsealed in
Manhattan federal court.

After the drugs were
shipped to New York, the de-
fendants transferred multiple
boxes of marijuana per week
to several stash houses from
which they further distrib-
uted the drugs to customers
and dealers, according to the
indictment.

+ Charged with conspir-
acy to distribute narcotics,
and facing a maximum pen-
alty of life in prison, with a
mandatory minimum of 10
years, were: Hallil Tabar,
29; Jairo Cienfuegos, 27; Wil-
liam Baez, 31; Henry Rodri-
guez, 41; Danny Hannah Jr.,
48; Starly Hernandez, 30;
and Lorne Victoria, 37 (also
charged with use of firearms
in furtherance of narcotics
trafficking).

+ Charged with conspiracy
to distribute narcotics, and
facing a maximum penalty of
life in prison, with a manda-
tory minimum of five years,
were: Asmin Hernandez, 27;
John Munoz-Garcia, 30; and
Kevin Umejei, 25.

With the exception of

fornia, all other suspects are
from the Bronx.

This case is being handled
by the U.S. Attorney Office’s
narcotics unit. Assistant U.S.
Attorneys Catherine Ged-
des and Nicholas Folly are in
charge of the prosecution.

The DEA’s NY Organized
Crime Drug Enforcement
Strike Force comprisesagents
and officers of the DEA, the
NYPD, Homeland Security
Investigations, the NY State
Police, IRS-Criminal Inves-
tigation, the Bureau of Alco-
hol, Tobacco, Firearms and
Explosives, U.S. Secret Ser-
vice, the U.S. Marshals Ser-
vice, NY National Guard, the
Clarkstown Police Depart-
ment, U.S. Coast Guard, Port
Washington Police Depart-
ment, and NYS Department
of Corrections and Commu-
nity Supervision.

The strike force is par-
tially funded by the New
York/New Jersey High Inten-
sity Drug Trafficking Area,
which is a federally funded
crime fighting initiative and
part of the Organized Crime
Drug Enforcement Task

Bronx still in the Amazon
HQ2 competition

from Page 1

most efficient and desir-
able sites for any corpora-
tion, including Amazon.

“We have the capac-
ity to build over 2 million
square feet here of office
space,” Kelleher said.

The Hutchinson Metro
Center would be a great
home for any company,
but particularly Amazon
would find it to be a won-
derful location, according
to Kelleher.

The site being proposed
already has two existing
former Bronx State Psy-
chiatric buildings ready to
be repurposed.

Hutchinson Metro Cen-
ter has seen the creation of
7,500 new jobs, with 3,000
daily visitors, and almost
2 million square feet of of-
fice space here, according
to Kelleher.

“We could certainly sat-
isfy the needs of Amazon,
as per the proposal we sent
out,” Kelleher said.

Meanwhile, the NYC
Economic Development
Corporation, the city’s
agency that promotes eco-
nomic growth in the bor-
oughs, submitted its Am-
azon HQ2 NYC Proposal
that left the Bronx out al-

Joseph  Kelleher,
of Simone Metro Properties,
which made a pitch to Amazon
to locate its second headquar-
ters to the Hutchinson Metro

president

Center. Courtesy photo

together: Midtown West,
Long Island City, Brook-
Iyn Tech Triangle, and
Lower Manhattan.

» Midtown West was pro-
moted as the epicenter of
the New York City region,
according to the proposal,
anchored by Penn Station,
near Madison Square Gar-
den, Chelsea art galleries
and the High Line.

The potential at Mid-
town West is over 26 mil-
lion square feet in a wide

range on building types,
including modern office
towers and historic gems.

+ Long Island City was
promoted as a creative,
mixed-use neighborhood
and industrial innovation
center, with over 150 res-
taurants, bars and cafes,
40 arts and cultural insti-
tutions, museums and the-
aters.

LIC offers over 13
million square feet of
first-class real estate at
comparable prices with
commercial centersacross
the five boroughs.

+ The Brooklyn Tech
Triangle was promoted as
an innovation hub with70
diverse arts and culture
organizations, offering
over 15 million square feet
of space.

« Lower Manhattan
was promoted as boasting
over $30 billion in public
and private investment,
with an increase of tech,
advertising, media, infor-
mation and professional
service firms. It also offers
cultural institutions, per-
formance centers and his-
toric sites, surrounded by
water on three sides, with
83 acres of open space and
over 8.5 million square feet
of office space.
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New Rochelle, according to  Starly Hernandez, of Cali- Force program.
General Phone: (718) 260-4595 BXszes com
By Mail: Bronx Times Reporter NEWS DISPLAY ADVERTISING CLASSIFIED ’
3604 B E. Tremont Avenue Fax: (718) 518-0038 Phone: (718) 260-4593 Phone: (718) 260-2555 MEMBER:

NEWS GROUP
CEO: Les Goodstein

PRESIDENT & PUBLISHER:
Jennifer Goodstein

COMMUNITY

Bronx, NY 10465

This newspaper is not responsible for typographical errors in ads beyond the cost of the space occupied by the error. All rights reserved. Copyright © 2017 by Bronx Times Reporter, Inc., a subsidiary of
News Community Newspaper Holdings, Inc. The content of this newspaper is protected by Federal copyright law. This newspaper, its advertisements, articles and photographs may not be reproduced,
either in whole or part, without permission in writing from the publisher except brief portions for purposes of review or commentary consistent with the law. Postmaster, send address changes to Bronx

E-Mail: bronxtimes@cnglocal.com

Times Reporter, 3604 B E. Tremont Avenue, Bronx, NY 10465

Fax: (718) 518-0038
E-Mail: lguerriero@cnglocal.com

Fax: (718) 260-2549
E-Mail: classified@cnglocal.com

NEW YURK PRESS ASSUCIATIUN




HOUSE SERVING BRONX SAME DAY TOP $ PAID

AND THE ENTIRE SERVICE FOR JUDAICA
CALLS TRI-STATE AREA AVAILABLE COLLECTIBLES

ANTIQUES & ESTATE BUYERS
7 We Pay $CASHS For__ ~

"\ Paintings, Clocks, Watches, | N
« . Estate Jewelry & Fine China, gy

—— From Single Items ‘
to Entire Estates! & 4

e Coin & Stamp Collections
e Costume Jewelry

e Antique Furniture ¢ Lamps

e Bronzes * Paintings ® Prints

g s, * Chinese & Japanese
| po el Artwork & Porcelain
LA e Sports Collectibles

C‘:,'J:f,ttff ’ | e Comic Books ¢ Old Toys * Records

swords, . o Cameras ¢ Sterling Flatware Sets

Knives,

Helmets, etc. 2 a HUMMELS & I.I.ADROS

™
"r j 1 + 2

Yop $ P ~ SEE OUR AD EVERY SUNDAY IN THE POST
» for AntMue , 51 6 91 4-6528
Sterling! . 1
EAAAQ | ASK FOR CHRISTOPHER

ANTIQUE & ESTATE BUYERS

WILL TRAVEL We buy anything old. One piece or house full. FREE
ENTIRE WILL TRAVEL. WE MAKE HOUSE CALLS.

TRI-STATE! 1029 WEST JERICHO TURNPIKE, SMITHTOWN, L.I.

Estimates!

£102 ‘62 ¥390100 A MIAAM XNoyd S

NWOOD'SANILXad MMM



BRONX WEEKLY OCTOBER 29,2017 6

WWW.BXTIMES.COM

=/ B

Est 1 940 .-"”

CJ/QZW%&%* >
-

POT of GOLD

Sherbee Antiques is a family-owned business that has been
serving the tri-state area for over 60 years.
We buy from the full contents of homes and estates
to single items. We specialize in high-end goods such as
antiques, art, fine porcelain, lighting, bronzes and sculptures.
We have particular interest in fine jewelry, timepieces,
diamonds, gold and silver.

If you call we will come to you, free of charge, and evaluate
what you are selling. We know the value of your possessions

and are willing to pay top dollar on the spot. Please feel free
to call seven days a week for a free same day consultation.

You may be sitting on a large fortune.
Call Sherbee Antiques. They’ll tell you how much.

CALL TODAY 917-748-7622 OR 718-762-7448
You’ll be glad you did.
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(718) 354-3834
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additional 3¢ off
per gallon
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to us and take an
additional 3¢ off

per gallon

on your next order
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Prompt Delivery ¢ Easy Online Ordering
Metered Delivery ¢ Premium Heating Oil

www.CODOIL.com
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Zottola (second from I.) will compete against runners from the other four boroughs of New York City

in Foot Locker's Five Borough Challenge during the New York City Marathon.
Photo courtesy of Foot Locker
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Bronx represented in
Foot Locker Challenge

BY PATRICK ROCCHIO

Many runners will rep-
resent the borough in the
upcoming TCS New York
City Marathon, but one has
found a unique way to do
S0.

Katie Zottola, of Silver
Beach, will be competing to
make her hometown proud
in a unique way: the Foot
Locker Challenge, a contest
that pits a runner from each
borough in competition to
see who can finish the 26.2
miles in the fastest time.

The challenge is within
the larger TCS New York
City Marathon, which takes
place on Sunday, November
5 and runs through all five
boroughs.

Challenge participants
will have their own start
time an hour before the rest
of the runners, she said.

The group of five willrun
together for the first half of
the marathon and then af-
ter the midway point start
competing, said Zottola.

“Iwasbornandraised in
the Bronx, (and) it is a spe-
cial place to me,” said Zot-
tola about representing the
borough in the Foot Locker
Challenge.

She is running for more
than just bragging rights
for her home borough.

The marathoner said she
was encouraged by both her

sister and the memory of a
friend to take up the Foot
Locker Challenge.

Zottola, who has been
running since she was in
high school, said she is com-
peting to remember her best
friend and roommate Mar-
garet, a frequent running
partner, who passed away
in a car accident in 2011.

She and Margaret al-
ways dreamed of running
the New York City Mara-
thon together, she said, add-
ing that after her friend’s
passing, her “passion for
running intensified and
had a deeper meaning.”

“It became a time for me
to reflect on the valuable
memories we shared, and
a way to keep Margaret’s
memory alive,” said Zot-
tola.

Zottola added: “I hope
that this opportunity em-
powers others to chose
healthy alternative, such as
running, to cope with trag-
edies and overcome obsta-
cles in their lives.”

The marathoner said
running helps her cope
with stress.

She believes running is
a way to choose a healthy
lifestyle at very little cost,
noting that all the sport re-
quires is decent sneakers.

Zottola is a neonatal In-
tensive Care Unit nurse at

Montefiore, and the mother
of two small boys, a three-
year-old and a 20 month
old.

She said she finds time
to run because her parents
Kathy and Frank Marti-
nucci, who also live Silver
Beach, are willing babysit-
ters three or four times per
week.

She would like to give
her husband, Sal Zottola,
credit for picking up re-
sponsibilities at home and
with their children.

“Because of that, I am
able to dedicate a couple of
hours per day to training
for the NYC marathon,”
stated Zottola. “Without his
dedication and selflessness,
I would not be as prepared
for this race as I feel that I
am.”

In order to prepare, she
is training with Bill Rue-
ger, SUNY Maritime’s cross
country head coach.

Rueger said that the ex-
perience of working with
Zottola is one of the most re-
warding of his career.

“I am honored to be
working with such a fo-
cused and dedicated run-
ner,” said Rueger, adding
that she doesn’t miss prac-
tice and balances being a
marathoner with being an
extraordinary wife and
mother.
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Live-In caretakers at senior housing sites

BY BOB GUILIANO

Aspartofthe NYC Hous-
ing Authority’s NextGen-
eration goal to become a
more efficient and effective
landlord and help residents
enjoy a better quality of life,
it recently added a live-in
caretaker at two develop-
ments for senior residents
in the Bronx — Boston
Road Plaza and Middletown
Plaza.

The live-in caretaker
performs janitorial and
maintenance work in the
development during regu-
lar business hours 8 a.m.
to 4:30 p.m., according to a
news release.

As aresident on premises,
the caretaker is available to
respond to all emergency sit-
uations.

In the senior develop-
ments, where residents re-
quire more attention, hav-
ingsomeoneonthepremises
24 hours a day, seven days a
week is expected to make a
difference.

“We know that we have
seniors who are vulnerable,
seniors who often need as-

Councilman James Vacca visits Boston Road Plaza to meet with senior residents on Thursday, October 19, about the addition of a live-in

caretaker.

sistance, seniors who have
medical issues, so hav-
ing someone on premises
means that their needs can
be addressed,” said Coun-
cilman James Vacca.

Vacca visited Boston
Road Plaza on Thursday,
October 19, to let the seniors
know that they have some-
body on site helping them.

“Thisissomethingthat’s
going to be an invaluable
resource for these tenants,
so it’s good news for the se-
niors,” Vacca said.

The biggest complaint
Vacca said he heard from
the two senior residences
is that nobody is there for
them, but now someone is
there to keep the building

Connect to Your Future
College Il

Fall Open House

Sunday, November 13th
12to 3 PM

Experience our dynamic
campus culture with a
day of live entertainment,
food and fun!

at

nice, help them, and give
them guidance, he said.

Antonio Cordero, the new
live-in caretaker at Boston
Road Plaza, said, “I started
as a caretaker at Carver
Houses (in Manhattan) and
now I'm here as (the live-in)
site caretaker.”

The feedback that Cord-
ero hears from residents is

Courtesy photo

that he’s doing a good job.

“That’s what I'm trying
to do, because I was born and
raised in the projects, so 1
know what the tenants want
and what the residents need,”
Cordero said. “I try my best
to get it done, and just keep
doing it.”

Cordero, born and
raised in Brooklyn’s Van

Dyke Houses, said as a live-
in caretaker he hopes to
keep the residents happy by
keeping the building clean,
and helping them with any
problems.

Laurenne Talbert, vice
president of the Boston Road
Plaza Resident Association,
said, “I have seen a big dif-
ference since we have our
new live-in caretaker, An-
tonio. He is awesome. Our
building has been kept im-
maculate. He does an awe-
some job, an excellent job.”

Antonio has been work-
ing for NYCHA since 2010,
and has been working at
Boston Road Plaza as the
live-in  caretaker since
Tuesday, September 5.

Talbert has been living
at Boston Road Plaza for 25
years and thinks the new
live-in caretaker is awe-
some.

“I noticed a difference
within two days of him be-
ing here,” Talbert said.
“The floors, elevators and
lobbies are cleaner and I'm
hearing good things from
neighbors, as well.”

Reserve your place: www.york.cuny.edu/openhouse2016

e Network with professors to explore the various courses
and majors options available to students

e Discover financing options through scholarships &
financial aid

 Take a student-guided tour to see our beautiful campus,
including the Milton G. Bassin Performing Arts Center, art
studio, library and the state-of-the-art laboratories

e Connect to current students

YORK




23rd Annual Tour De Bronx Traverses The Borough

Cyclists from' across fhe region and the globe made track; throuqhout the borough at this year's 23rd annual Tour de Bronx. The
largest free cycllng .event was co-hosted by Borough PreSIdent Ruben Diaz, Jr.; the Bronx Tourism Council; Br6nx*0vera|-l §£onom|c-l
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(above) Borough President Diaz (I) took a

and Jonathan Bedarya rode together. Photo by Silvio | , : % -4 - ; : selfie with Luis Salazar. Photo by Silvio Pacifico
Pacifico : ;

(above middle) Borough President Diaz (3rd from r) and =, J_ \
his family participated in the boroughwide ride. "= (left) Co-owner Sheepal Deo (c) and | Love

Photo by Silvio Pacifico : .| Kickboxing members were ready to tour the
Bronx. Photo by Silvio Pacifico
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Collins (I) makes some final adustments to a model's outfit he designed.

Photo courtesy of Chuks Collins

Fashion designer Chuks
Collins inspires success

BY ROBERT WIRSING

A local fashion designer
with an unlikely start has
fashioned himself into a
success story.

Born in the United King-
dom and raised in Nigeria,
Chuks Collins graduated
Lagos State University in
2006 with a Bachelor’s De-
gree in accounting and en-
tered the corporate sector.

Ultimately, Collins’ pas-
sion for design and styling
made him consider enter-
ing the fashion and enter-
tainment worlds.

In 2012, Collins was at
the height of his career in
Lagos, Nigeria.

His designs were sold in
five local stores and he had
clients in London, the U.S.
and Milan.

Life seemed like a
dream for then 28-year-
old Collins who that same
year received an invitation
to showcase his designs at
New York Fashion Week.

However, in September
2012, Collins was severely
injured in a car accident
sustaining wounds to his
head and leg.

The worst came in Janu-
ary 2013 when Collins was
re-admitted to the hospital
with an infected leg and
learned the complications
had led to kidney disease.

Despite several agoniz-
ing months of expensive
treatments and dialysis,
Collins needed a Kkidney

transplant.

His fashion industry
and parish friends pro-
vided financial support to
send him to New York Pres-
byterian Hospital for treat-
ment.

After being discharged,
Collins knew he owed his
life to those who came to his
rescue and decided to ‘pay
it forward’ by volunteering
with Housing Works.

“I'm going to use my gift
as a tool to give back to oth-
ers,” he said.

Collins, now a Crotona
resident, draws inspiration
from nature, the journey of
the human experience and
one’s sense of identity to
create his couture.

“From a very young age,
I've always had this zeal
to dress people in my own
way,” he shared.

The Art Institute of NYC
Class of 2015 alum sketches
and fabricates his designs
inside his one-bedroom
apartment.

Collins works with pri-
vate clients through the
entire design process from
initial concept development
to the finished garment.

His collection offers
ready-to-wear fashions for
men and women who appre-
ciate sophisticated style.

Collins’ designs appear
on the runways of New
York, New Jersey, Philadel-
phia, Atlanta International
Fashion Week and Nigeria

Fashion Weeks.

He also produced a
70-piece  collection  of
dresses displayed during
the Miss Intercontinental
Pageant in Germany.

Collins has styled for
print and television and
serves as a costume de-
signer for Hollywood films.

This September, Collins’
ensembles were showcased
in the The Dream: Fall 2017
Benefit Fashion Show and
Silent Auction for NYFW.

The charitable event
raised $43 million for
the Oando Foundation’s
Adopt-A-School initiative
helping Nigerian chil-
dren.

Launched as Kho-
lyns Couture in 2006,
his brand was renamed
Chuks Collins in 2015 to
reflect his second chance
at life.

In 2015, he founded
Fashion Vie, a non-profit
utilizing creative indus-
try to support social jus-
tice and worldwide hu-
man justice issues and
access to healthcare.

Collins said a private
cocktail reception for
buyers, reporters, bou-
tique and fashion owners
is planned for this No-
vember.

The venue is being fi-
nalized.

For more information,
visit www.chukscollins.
com.

Ground broken on first Bx.
natural gas filling station

BY PATRICK ROCCHIO

Ground was broken in
Hunts Point for the first Com-
pressed Natural Gas filling
station in the borough.

Promising a cleaner,
greener way for owners of
truck fleets in Hunts Point
to get their energy, the Clean
Energy CNG filling station
will open in 2018 on Ryawa
Avenue.

The groundbreaking cer-
emony was held at the future
site of the station at 1361 Ry-
awa Avenue on Tuesday, Oc-
tober 17.

“The new station in the
Bronx will allow more fleets,
both public and private, to
realize the economic and en-
vironmental benefits of fuel-
ing with natural gas,” said
Andrew Littlefair, Clean En-
ergy Fuels president.

Mark Riley, a vice-presi-
dent at Clean Energy, an ap-
proximately $1 billion com-
pany operating throughout
North America, said that
the company envisions a
stand-alone station with an
attendant that will be open
to fleet access for operators
with contracts from local
markets and businesses.

“The station is specifi-
cally for truck fueling,” said
Riley. “We will (fuel) vehicles
that operate in and around
the Hunts Point markets.”

Additionally, waste haul-
ers from the south Bronx
such as Action Carting and

Waste Connections, as well
as NYC Department of Sani-
tation vehicles currently fu-
eling with CNG in Queens,
may make use of the new fa-
cility, said Riley.

The company is also
working with the NYC Fire
Department to allow truck
drivers to pump their own
CNG, which would be first
for New York City, he said.

Currently, the schedule
for the opening of the sta-
tion calls for it to open in
late-February 2018, and they
hope to begin fueling trucks
by March, said Riley.

The NYC Department of
Transportation for years has
been supporting the clean-
ing and greening of fleets
through the community via
the Hunts Point Clean Ve-
hicle program, which has
funded natural gas, electric,
and cleaner diesel trucks
over the past five to six years,
said the vice president.

Nivardo Lopez, DOT
Bronx commissioner, said
that his agency was proud
to take part in the ground-
breaking for the new CNG
filling station, which will
benefit the Hunts Point com-
munity and city as a whole.

“From our Clean Trucks
program which reduces pol-
lution to energy efficient
goals laid out in our strate-
gic plan, we look forward
to participating in ways to
make our city as green as

possible,” said Lopez.

Companies in Hunts
Point like Baldor Specialty
Foods, Manhattan Beer and
Anheuser-Busch  already
have CNG trucks, and have
had to use creative ways to
get them fueled, said Riley.

StevenTufo,Baldortrans-
portation manager, said that
the company is committed
to using alternative fuels to
protect the environment and
to control costs.

“Our headquarters
are here in Hunts Point,
our families lives in
Hunts Point, so we have
a responsibility to keep
our neighborhoods as
clean as possible, and we
do that with natural gas,”
said Tufo.

Hunts Point is one of
the major hubs of truck
traffic in the city, and
there has been a move-
ment underway for a
couple of decades to bring
cleaner transportation in
part because of environ-
mental justice issues, ac-
cording multiple sources.

“In a city the size of
New York, we all must
do our part to ensure we
provide the services our
residents need while do-
ing so in a responsible
manner,” said Council-
man Rafael Salmanca,
adding that this includes
reducing emissions from
vehicles.

(I-r) Spiro Kattan for the city’s Sanitation Department, Andrew Littlefair, president and CEO Clean
Energy Fuels, Mark Riley, vice president for east coast clean energy and Steve Tufo, transportation
manager at Baldor Specialty Foods during the ground breaking for the new natural gas filling station.
Photo by Aracelis Batista



Rivera, Crespo Host Hurricane Relief Benefit Concert

Assembly members Jose Rivera and Marcos Crespo co-hosted a Hurricane Relief Benefit Concert on Saturday, October 14 at Fordham Plaza to
help hurricane-ravaged Puerto Ricans. Presented by Pedro Pocholo Il, the concert featured Boricua legends and opportunities for Bronxites
to contribute lifesaving donations to families recovering from Hurricane Maria.

g e

Assemblyman Rivera (back, ¢) and SBK dancers raised awareness of what Puerto Ricans are currently experi- ~ Assemblyman Mark Gjonaj (r) congratulated fellow Assembly-

encing on their hurricane-impacted island. Photo by Miriam Quin ~ man Rivera (c) on the concert's success. Photo by Miriam Quin
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UPS took time to donatlifesaving items to affected Puerto Rican A four-legged friend helped collect money
families and residents. Photo by Miriam Quin ~ for the worthy cause.  Photo by Miriam Quin

r'-_'- Sun : e

San Juan native Maritza Rivera lent her musical talent to  (I-r) The Boricua Legends Angel Lebron, Rafael Morales, Henry Montalvo, Naybe LaGijana, David Forestier and Al
the benefit concert. Photo by Miriam Quin  Acosta had everyone singing and dancing to the beat. Photo by Miriam Quin
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Jacobi Medical Center identifies
growing cyber domestic abuse

BY PATRICK ROCCHIO

Jacobi Medical Center
provided its healthcare pro-
viders with training about a
growing problem: domestic
abuse involving technology.

Members of the hospital’s
staff - including doctors,
nurses, social workers and
other front line personnel —
received training to better
understand how technology
can enable domestic abuse
and learned to identify warn-
ing signs.

On Tuesday, October 17,
in recognition of Domestic
Violence Awareness Month,
medical center staff attended
a presentation by Day One,
an organization dedicated to
ending dating abuse/domes-
tic violence among young
people.

Karen Cohen, Jacobi do-
mestic violence coordinator,
said that the workshop: “Un-
derstanding Tech Abuse in
the Context of Intimate Part-
ner Violence,” educated staff
on how technology is used in
corrosive relationships.

“Tech abuse is certainly
on the rise,” said Cohen. “As
technology in general grows,
so have the ways that abus-
ers have been using it against
their victims.”

“Sometimes an abuser
will send a threat through
the app Snapchat, which ap-
parently disappears really
quickly,” she said, adding
that if an abuser has access

Speaking to staff members at
Jacobi Medical Center recently
was Caitlin Prior, training su-
pervisor and staff attorney at
Day One.

Photo courtesy of Day One

to ride hailing apps, for ex-
ample, they use them to track
their victim’s every move.

Having information about
technology’s use in domestic
violence situations can be
helpful in giving staff confi-
dence if they are faced with
a patient who complains that
their partner can track them
everywhere, for example.

“The whole goal is to cre-
ate better patient care,” she
said, adding that trainings
may help hospital workers
ask the right questions.

A Jacobi spokesman said
that in today’s world, many
people have their electronic
wallets, cameras, calendars,
as well as a log of phone calls

and text messages, all on a
single device.

If a partner who is intent
on abuse has access to this
information, it can be used to
intimidate their victim.

There are even apps that
abusers can use to disguise
their voices and the numbers
they call from, said Cohen.
These can be used to trick
their victims into picking up
the call.

Caitlin Prior, Day One
training supervisor and staff
attorney, who facilitated the
training at Jacobi, said she
believes that technology is
just another “tool in the abus-
er’s toolbox.”

“What is important to me
is making folks know that
tech abuse is not always a
‘spyware’ infected phone,”
said Prior, adding that abuse
could be constant texts ask-
ing the partner who they are
with and what they are wear-
ing, or posting compromising
photos to Facebook or Insta-
gram.

In some cases, the victim
may even have their phone
numbers or addresses placed
on websites related to sex, she
said.

If someone is a victim of
abuse, the goal is not make
him or her get a new phone
and create a whole new on-
line identity, but rather to
work with “tech in a positive
way to increase their secu-
rity,” said Prior.
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BRIDAL FASHION

KLEINFELD BRIDAL SAMPLE STUDIO
123 West 20" Street, New York, NY 10011
(2" floor across from Kleinfeld Bridal)
(917) 388-2341
www.kleinfeldbridal.com/sample-studio

TUXEDOS

TUXEDO WORLD OF STATEN ISLAND
2791 Richmond Avenue, #6,

Staten Island, NY 10314, (718) 698-4859
www.tuxedoworldsi.com

CATERING & VENUES

ATLAS STEAKHOUSE

943 Coney Island Avenue

off 18™ Avenue, Brooklyn, NY

(646) 494-7227, www.AtlasSteak.com
BAY RIDGE MANOR

476 76 Street, Brooklyn

(718) 748-8855
www.bayridgemanor.com

CELEBRATE AT SNUG HARBOR

(718) 442-2700
www.celebrate-snug.com
events@celebrate-snug.com

EDIBLE ARRANGEMENTS

133-22 Springfield Blvd., (718) 528-3344
158-18 Cross Bay Blvd., (718) 848-3344
1357 Fulton Street, (718) 622-3344

1557 Ralph Avenue, (718) 451-3344
www.ediblearrangements.com/
stores/StoreLocator.aspx

GLEN TERRACE

5313 Avenue N, Brooklyn, (718) 252-4614
GRAND OAKS COUNTRY CLUB

200 Huguenot Avenue, Staten Island
(718) 356-2771, www.grandoaksnyc.com
GRAND PROSPECT HALL

263 Prospect Avenue, Brooklyn

(718) 788-0777, www.grandprospecthall.com
HUNTERS STEAK HOUSE

9404 Fourth Avenue, Brooklyn, NY 11209
(718) 238-8899
www.HuntersSteakhouse.com

IL FORNETTO

2902 Emmons Avenue in Brooklyn

(718) 332-8494
www.ilFornettoRestaurant.com

TO BE INCLUDED IN THIS DIRECTORY CALL (718) 260-8302

7 EDDING
\oDIRECTORY

ARBELLA RESTAURANT

220-33 Northern Boulevard

Bayside, NY 11361, (718) 423-0100
www.marbella-restaurant.com
PARADISE CATERING HALL

51 Avenue U, Brooklyn, NY 11223
(718) 372-4352
www.theparadisecateringhall.com
THE PEARL ROOM

8518 - 3@ Avenue

Brooklyn, NY 11209

(718) 833-6666
www.pearlroombklyn.com
SCHNITZEL HAUS

7319 5™ Avenue, Bay Ridge, NY 11029
(718) 836-5600, www.schnitzelhausny.com
ROCCO’S TACOS

339 Adams Street, Brooklyn, NY 11201
(718) 246-8226, roccostacos.net
SIRICO’S CATERERS

8015-23 13" Avenue, Brooklyn

(718) 331-2900, www.siricoscaterers.net
SOTTO 13

5140 West 13t Street, New York, NY
(212) 647-1001, sotto13.com
TERRACE ON THE PARK

52-11 111 Street, Flushing, NY 11368
(718) 592-5000
www.terraceonthepark.com

THE VANDERBILT AT SOUTH BEACH
300 Father Capodanno Boulevard
Staten Island, NY

(718) 447-0800
www.vanderbiltsouthbeach.com

FAVORS & INVITATIONS
THE BRONX DESIGN GROUP

2914 Westchester Avenue

Bronx, NY 10461

(718) 409-9874, Ext. 106
danielles@bronxdesign.com
UNFORGETTABLE EVENTS

2049 Flatbush Avenue in Brooklyn,
(718) 377-4535

FLORISTS

FLORAL FANTASY

3031 Quentin Road in Brooklyn,
(718) 998-7060 or

(800) 566-8380
www.floralfantasyny.com
FLOWERS BY MASSENET

Jamaica, Queens, NY

(347) 724-7044

(718) 526-3725

HENRY'’S FLORIST

8103 Fifth Avenue in Brooklyn
(800) 543-6797 or (718) 238-3838
www.henrysfloristweddingevents.com
MARINE FLORIST AND DECORATORS
1995 Flatbush Avenue in Brooklyn
(800) 447-6730 or (718) 338-3600
www.marineflorists.com

LIMOUSINE SERVICES

MILA LIMOUSINE CORPORATION

(718) 232-8973, www.milalimo.com
ROMANTIQUE/DOUBLE DIAMOND LIMOUSINES
1421-86 Street, Brooklyn, NY, (718) 351-7273
2041-Hylan Boulevard, Staten Island

(718) 351-7273, www.rddlimos.com
SOPHISTICATED LIMOUSINES

Serving the Tri state area & NJ, (866) 455-5466

PHOTOGRAPHY & VIDEO

FANTASY PHOTOGRAPHY

3031 Quentin Rd., Brooklyn NY, (718) 998-0949
www.fantasyphotographyandvideo.com

NY PHOTO VIDEO GROUP

1040 Hempstead Tpke, Franklin Square, NY 11010
(516) 352-3188 www.nyphotovideogroup.com
info@nyphotovideogroup.com

ONE FINE DAY PHOTOGRAPHERS

459 Pacific Street, Massapequa Park

(516) 690-1320
www.onefinedayphotographers.com

SALONS

PILO ARTS SALON

8412 3 Avenue, Brooklyn, NY 11209
(718) 748-7411, www.piloarts.com

SERVICES

COSMETIC & LASER CENTER OF BAY RIDGE
9921 4th Avenue, Brooklyn, NY 11209
(718) 833-2793 or (718) 833-7616
www.BayRidgeDerm.com

ELITE WEIGHT LOSS

1316 Kings Highway, Brooklyn, NY 11229
(917) 444-3043

EliteWeightLossNY.com

JOSEPH LICHTER, D.D.S.

1420 Avenue P in Brooklyn

(718) 339-7878
www.josephlichterdds.co

OMNI DENTAL CARE

313 Kings Highway in Brooklyn

(718) 376-8656
www.omnidentalcare.com

THE VEIN CENTER OF THE VASCULAR INSTITUTE
OF NY

Dr. Natalie Marks

960 - 50 Street, Brooklyn, NY 11219

(718) 438-0067

www.vascularnyc.com

WEDDING CAKES

WHIPPED PASTRY BOUTIQUE-WEDDING CAKES
(718) 858-8088
www.whippedpastryboutique.com

WEDDING EXPOS
BRIDAL AFFAIR
(718) 317-9701, www.bridalaffair.com

WEDDING INSURANCE
TRI-STATE INSURANCE BROKERAGE
610 Crescent Ave., Bronx 10458

277 Tarrytown Rd., White Plains 10602
(718) 618-7666, ww.tsinsbk.com
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To Advertise Call: 718-260-2555 - classified@cnglocal.com Deadline: 4pm Thursday
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Call 718-260-2555
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HELP WANTED | HELP WANTED | HELP WANTED | HELP WANTED | HELP WANTED | HELP WANTED | HELP WANTED | AND ADVISORS

Brother Michael
SPELL BREAKER.
LOVE SPECIALIST.

NOW HIRING: ADVERTISING ACCOUNT EXECUTIVE | sty

within 24 hrs!
1 FREE READING!

CNG has a unique opportunity for a motivated and energetic individual 954-368-5063
The successful applicant will be required to sell print and digital marketing programs
to advertisers who wish to reach Manhattan, Brooklyn, Queens and the Bronx. We Got
You will be selling into the largest network of community papers, NYC Community Al The
Media and Community News Group (CNG). Boroughs
Covered

RESPONSIBILITIES Caribbean Life
- Sell print and digital advertising campaigns Courier Life
- Proactively prospect and conduct sales presentations to potential advertisers within

your territory
- Represent CNG at Events. BRONX 7ires
REQUIREMENTS TIMES L edger
- Must be digitally savvy with proficient computer skills I
- Energetic personality Call us at

- Good written and verbal communication skills | 718-260-2555

- Use of a car and a valid drivers license

FULL TIME POSITION PAYS
* Base Salary plus commission
* 401K, medical, expenses and paid vacation

More
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[¢4NE] . > MWBE e
Minority Women Business Enterprise a

COMW@GLRJO'SIPI TY MEDIA New York State & New York City Certified bxtimes.com

Please send your resume and cover letter to jstern@cnglocal.com or call 718-260-8302



Portrait honors late co- founder of Enszgn Engmeermg

BY BOB GUILIANO

Ensign Engineering
staff celebrated the unveil-
ing of the portrait of their
late vice president and
company co-founder, Carl
Cannizzaro, during a cer-
emony at their office, 1111
Calhoun Avenue, on Mon-
day, October 23.

Cannizzaro, who co-
founded Ensign Engineer-
ing with Regina Marengo
in 1993, died in June, and
the dedication of the paint-
ing was a belated way to
say farewell.

While serving on the
board of directors of the
Bronx Chamber of Com-
merce, Cannizzaro was
“very active, part of ev-
ery activity they had,”
Marengo said.

While Cannizzaro
wasn’t born in the Bronx,
he became a real Bronxite,
according to Marengo.

Cannizzaro was also fa-
miliar to Bronx Times Re-
porter readers, where his
letters to the editor stirred
up commentary from other
readers.

“I wanted it to be in the
paper for those people to
know that Carl’s not just
been quiet lately, he hap-

34th Throggs Neck Halloween Parade set for Sat., Oct. 28th

from Page 1

raffles, games, rides, bear
building, spin art, music
and food, including pop
corn.

Assemblyman Mi-
chael Benedetto is taking
the lead in coordinating
the event, as he has done
since he has been in of-
fice.

“First and foremost,
its about how happy
(the kids are) and how
much fun the kids have,”
Benedetto said about the
Throggs Neck event.

The assemblyman said
the Throggs Neck celebra-
tion was the first parade
of its kind in the area,
and he likes to believe it
is the best.

Benedetto’s predeces-
sors, former Assembly-
man John Dearie, started
the event 34 years ago
and it was continued by
Assemblyman  Stephen

pened to die,” Marengo
said. “Because he stopped
writing in June and we
never really had anything
published that he had
passed away.”

Marengo said that since
Cannizzaro didn’t have a
wake, it wasn’t publicized
that he had died.

“I think there’s some-
thing very cathartic about
the whole process and
helps everyone come to
terms,” she said.

Marengo recalls that
working with Cannizzaro
was always a team effort,
and one of their proud-
est accomplishments was
working on restoring the
World Trade Center site

Kaufman.

It became a commu-
nity tradition that Bene-
detto said is “woven into
the fabric of the com-
munity,” just like other
events like the upcoming
Throggs Neck Veterans
Day Parade on Sunday,
November 12 or the com-
munity’s annual St. Pat-
rick’s parade.

The parade, carnival
and costume contest re-
ceives the support of lo-
cal volunteers and area-
based organizations like
the Throggs Neck Mer-
chants Association.

“It is quite gratifying
to see everyone working
together for the common
good: to provide a fun day
for the children,” he said.

Congressman Joseph
Crowley, Senator Jeff
Klein and Assemblyman
Mark Gjonaj are co-host-
ing the Throggs Neck
Halloween event.

with the Freedom Tower.

With Ensign Engineer-
ing just entering its 25th
year, it’s “been a long haul
and a wonderful experi-
ence. That really was a
proud experience for us,”
Marengo said.

As for the painting,
Marengo said she wanted
to make it special, so while
“it’s a watercolor painting,
it’s more of an impression-
ist type of rendering, but it
captures his spirit.”

The painting came
about after Marengo met a
woman at SUNY Maritime
College during a retire-
ment ceremony.

Marengo, a Navy Re-
serve captain, was officiat-

Klein stated the pa-
rade and carnival is a
“staple in our community
that brings together fami-
lies.”

Crowley said that he is
always proud to partner
with Benedetto and local
elected officials to keep
the community tradition
for everyone to enjoy.

“The Throggs Neck
Halloween Carnival and
Costume Contest is a
wonderful opportunity
for Bronx families to
come together, embrace
the Halloween spirit, and
let New Yorkers show just
how creative they are,”
said the congressman in
a statement.

Gjonaj said that the
Throggs Neck Parade and
Carnival is a celebration
of creativity, community
and family.

“For good reasons, it
has become a tradition
that both young and old

ing the event.

“I met this woman who
did watercolors and we
got into a conversation,”
Marengo said. “It was just
right after Carl passed
away and as luck would
have it, she said she would
do a rendering. I couldn’t
have been happier with
it.”

The woman, Faye
Knight, visiting from
China, did the painting
from a photo of Canniz-
zaro.

And with Knight’s
painting of Cannizzaro
displayed in their office,
the Ensign Engineering
staff can finally bid a fond
farewell to their boss.

Regina Gallagher Marengo raises a toast to the portrait of the late
Carl Cannizzaro. Photo by Silvio J. Pacifico

bt
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alike look forward to ev-
ery year,” said Gjonaj.

Gjonaj is joining Klein
in hosting a separate pa-
rade and party on Satur-
day, October 28 in Pelham
Parkway.

The event is co-hosted
with the White Plains
Road Business Improve-
ment District, Pelham
Parkway Neighborhood
Association, and the Al-
lerton International Mer-
chants Association.

Organizers of the Pel-
ham Parkway event are
asking parents and chil-
dren to assemble at 1:30
p.m. at the southeast cor-
ner of Pelham Parkway
and White Plains Road.

A parade marching to-
wards P.S. 105 will kick
off at 2 p.m.

Oncethegroupreaches
the P.S. 105 schoolyard,
there will be a Halloween
party for the youth from
2:30t0 4:30 p.m.

Call
718.260.2555

.o advertise
your business in our
Classified Section
and get..

Assemblyman Michael Benedet-
to is sponsoring the parade.
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If your bank is changing, it may be
3 good time to change banks.
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At Ridgewood, we've proudly
served the community for over 95
years with personalized assistance,
easy-to-use digital banking and a

commitment to charitable giving.

LIMITED TIME

WWW.BXTIMES.COM
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Minimum Deposit $500

Here are just a few of the benefits Ridgewood customers enjoy:
Competitive rates on Passbook and Statement Savings Accounts
55,000 Surcharge-free ATMs?

Debit + Cash Back Rewards?

Highly Rated Mobile App*

Switch to the bank that's here for good, Ridgewood Savings Bank.
Visit www.ridgewoodbank.com or drop by a branch today. We look forward to seeing you.

'Annual percent yield (APY). Early withdrawal penalties apply on CD accounts. APY @ RI

displayed is as of October 20, 2017. 2Any ATM part of the Allpoint ATM Network.
SAVINGS BANK

Allpoint locations can be found on the bank’s website using the Find ATM / Branch
Search Feature. 3For more information visit www .ridgewoodbank.com/rewards.
FDIC m.u/tL/b[é[ the cgooc{

“Data and surcharge rates may apply.




