
BY PATRICK ROCCHIO
A group of rescue profession-

als from the borough spent a week 
in Puerto Rico helping victims of 
Hurricane Maria. 

The team of fi ve current and for-
mer NYPD and FDNY members, 
dubbed the Blue Hats because Jet 
Blue provided them with a fl ight 
to the island, performed daily hu-
manitarian missions throughout 
Puerto Rico, said group members. 

The group was helping the is-
land recover from Sunday, Octo-
ber 1 to Monday, October 9.  

One of the members, William 
Rivera, Community Board 9’s dis-
trict manager, spent two weeks on 
the island, fi nally leaving on Sat-
urday, October 14. 

“We called our group the Blue 
Hats, because Jet Blue sponsored 
our relief fl ight,” said Rivera, a 
former FDNY member for 15 years 
and a past Jet Blue employee. 

He added: “It was scary from 
the beginning because we did not 
know what we were getting into, 
but we had a set of skills and we 

BY BOB GUILIANO
An ongoing investigation into 

a Bronx pastor’s purchase of a 
laptop computer from Amazon is 
having national security impli-
cations.

Tyrone Holmes did not know 
that when he bought a new 
shrink-wrapped Macbook from 
Amazon it had actually had a 
previous international owner 
who downloaded confi dential 
software onto it.

Investigators are “stumbling, 
trying to come up with dis-
covery,” Holmes said. “I guess 
they’re trying to hide whatever’s 
going on, they’re trying to keep it 
concealed.”

Holmes said an oil pump com-
pany, CheckPoint Fluidic Sys-
tems International, said that Fe-
dEx made an error in delivering 
that laptop to the wrong party, 
while Amazon blames Apple and 
Apple blames Amazon.

“Apple’s stand is that they had 
already sold it to Amazon,” Hol-
mes said. “Amazon’s stand is that 
they got it from Apple at the time 
of purchase. Besides, they have 
an ‘as is’ clause, so ‘new’ really 
means ‘as is,’ although you pay 
‘new’ price.”

Holmes, executive pastor at 
Samuel’s Temple Church, 476 E. 
Tremont Avenue, said he could 
not believe the defendant’s re-
sponse in federal court.

“The oil company’s defense 
is even though (it) committed 
all kinds of crimes and broke all 
kinds of cyber laws, New York 
State has no jurisdiction over 
(them), so they’re trying to dis-
miss (the case) because of lack of 
jurisdiction,” said Holmes, whose 
parents are the senior pastors.

CheckPoint says it bought the 

BY BOB GUILIANO
The suspect in an attempted 

bank robbery of Citibank, 3924 E. 
Tremont Avenue, on Thursday, 
October 12, was charged with rob-
bery and criminal possession of a 
fi rearm, according to NYPD detec-
tives.

Anthony Bari, 56, told arrest-
ing offi cers from the 45th Precinct 
that he was homeless, according to 
police detective Sophia Mason with 
the NYPD public information of-
fi ce. 

Bari’s master plan to divert po-
lice manpower failed. 

First, he allegedly left a suspi-
cious package at about 9:30 a.m. at 
Citibank, 1766 Crosby Avenue. 

Police were alerted, sparking an 
intense response from the NYPD 
bomb squad, which cordoned off 
Crosby Avenue near Westchester 
Avenue to check the package for ex-
plosives.

While police inspected  the pack-
age, a 911 call was placed reporting 
a “stabbing” at Pete’s Coffee Shop, 
3725 E. Tremont Avenue, according 
to the diner’s staff. 

When police responded to the 
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Uses bomb scare diversion 
to hit second bank

BANK ROBBER
CAUSES PANIC

Pastor 
fuming over 
laptop from 

Hell

Project Daffodil Blooms
St. Mary’s Park served as a distribution site for 43,000 free daffodil bulbs 
on Saturday, October 14 as part of the Daffodil Project. Ll-r) Emily Walker, 
Robin Weinstein and Gabriella Cappo with 20,000 of the daffodil bulbs 
planned to be distributed to volunteers for planting in local public spaces.

Photo by Silvio Pacifi co

Bronx Blue Hats help 
hurricane-ravaged Puerto Rico 
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BY PATRICK ROCCHIO
An effort is ongoing in the bor-

ough’s Italian-American enclaves 
to save a beloved statue of Christo-
pher Columbus. 

Locals are participating in at 
least two petition efforts to im-
plore a public art review commis-
sion established by Mayor de Bla-
sio to keep a statue of Christopher 
Columbus in Manhattan’s Colum-
bus Circle. 

The Sons of Italy placed peti-
tions concerning the 18-member 
commission’s review of all city 
monuments on each table at the 
41st Annual Bronx Columbus Pa-
rade’s dinner dance on Friday, 
September 29, said the parade’s co-
ordinator Tony Signorile. 

An ongoing effort began the day 
of parade itself, with elected offi -
cials including Senator Jeff Klein, 
Assemblyman Michael Benedetto, 
Assemblyman Mark Gjonaj spon-
soring a petition that the senator 
said netted about 1,000 signatures. 

Local Italian-American civic 
leaders are imploring the mayor, 
who was not invited to the Bronx 
Columbus Parade on Sunday, Octo-
ber 8 because of the controversy, to 
leave the statue at Columbus Circle 
alone. 

“The statue should be left where 
it is for the simple reason that Ital-
ian immigrants made contribu-
tions so that the statue could be 
erected,” said Signorile, who added 
that he believes his grandfather 
contributed to the effort to build 
the statue’s pedestal in the 1890s. 

The parade coordinator and 
past Morris Park Community As-
sociation president said that he felt 

insulted that the mayor included 
the statue in the review.

Signorile said at the time it was 
erected, Italian-Americans were 
singled out for discrimination, 
and Sicilian immigrants were 
even lynched in New Orleans in 
that same decade. 

“(The statue was) a way to say 
thank you to Columbus for open-
ing the gates to a new world, not 

just for the Italians but for all the 
immigrants,” said Signorile. 

Al D’Angelo, MPCA president, 
said that for Italian-Americans it 
is a matter of pride. 

“The statue was built by dona-
tions from immigrants who had 
very little,” said D’Angelo. “They 
put their nickels and dimes to-
gether.” 

Klein’s staff gathered petition 

signatures opposing the 75-foot-
tall statue’s removal from three 
stations along the parade route 
called the Nina, Pinta, and Santa 
Maria, after the explorer’s initial 
ships. 

“It is offensive to tear down an 
important part of Italian-Ameri-
can history in New York City and 
we will not stand for it,” said the 
senator. 

Gjonaj said that the statue is a 
celebration of Italian-American 
heritage and their contribution to 
the nation, representing a “spirit 
of hope, aspiration and discovery 
that is uniquely American.” 

Benedetto said that sanity and 
reason must return, and that what 
was going on was a clear example 
of a ‘sky is falling mentality.’ 

“Everyone is rushing around 
trying to topple all statutes in 
sight,” said Benedetto. “We need to 
accept the good and bad part of our 
heritage without trying to sugar-
coat anything.”

A Klein spokesman said that 
the senator’s staff members are 
taking the petition to community 
meetings, and anyone interested 
in signing it can call the senator’s 
offi ce for more information at (718) 
822-2049. 

Electeds launch NYC Columbus statue petition drive

Elected offi cials kicked-off the petition drive at the 41st Annual Bronx Columbus Parade. 
 Photo courtesy of Senator Jeff Klein’s offi ce
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laptop new and installed 
software on it and was 
shipping it to their com-
pany in Dubai.

Somehow it got inad-
vertently delivered to the 
Bronx minister.

“It was delivered to me 
the next day,” Holmes said. 
“The oil company bought 
their computer around 
June 6 and shipped it out 
June 7. I purchased my lap-
top from Amazon on June 
22 with AppleCare.”

According to Apple’s 
website Apple hardware 
comes with a one-year lim-
ited warranty and up to 
90 days of complimentary 
telephone technical sup-
port. 

To extend coverage fur-
ther, customers are told to 
purchase the AppleCare 
Protection Plan or Apple-
Care+.

But Apple was not help-
ful to Holmes in resolving 
this problem.

“I do not know the con-
nection, but I do know 

there was national secu-
rity information on the 
computer, all the refi ner-
ies in the Arab gulf,” Hol-
mes said. “So why am I in 
Federal Court fi ghting this 
alone? Where is anybody, 
the senators, the congress-
men, Homeland Security, 

the Department of Defense, 
the FBI?”

The laptop seizure oc-
curred with no warrant or 
affi davit.

“They just came and 
bullied me and said ‘you 
fi nd this computer or go to 
jail for four years!’”

After the purchase, Hol-
mes had sent the laptop 
to his ex-wife and had en-
countered delays trying to 
get it back from her.

The pastor was further 
confused when a detective 
from the 47th Precinct got 
involved in the case.

“(The) NYPD should 
have had nothing to do with 
this. This should have been 
(handled by) Homeland Se-
curity, (or) the FBI.”

Holmes says his ordeal 
proves there are no over-
sight mechanisms in place 
to protect and offer redress 
to unwitting consumers 
who purchase a used com-
puter containing national 
security information.

The pastor still needs a 
laptop. 

coffee shop waitresses work-
ing the morning shift were 
startled. 

There were few custom-
ers that morning and no 
one had been stabbed, but 
“the police were looking for 
traces of blood” in the diner 
to indicate that a stabbing 
had taken place, a waitress 
said.

Police could not con-
fi rm that the fake 911 call 
was linked to Bari, but it 
was received just before the 
Throggs Neck bank robbery 
call arrived.

The main event occurred 
at about 10:15 a.m., when 
Bari entered the East Trem-
ont Avenue Citibank and al-
legedly pointed a black pis-
tol, later determined to be a 
pellet gun, at a teller. 

But another banker re-
portedly disarmed Bari, 
suffering a laceration to his 

head during the altercation, 
according to police detective 
Annette Shelton. 

Mason and Shelton said 
that the FBI took over the in-
vestigation from the 45th Pre-
cinct, and that Bari would be 
prosecuted federally. 

The bank manager, who 
said he was not allowed to 
confi rm or comment on 
what happened, referred the 
Bronx Times Reporter to Cit-
ibank public affairs spokes-
man Andrew Benson.

Benson emailed, “The 
safety of our customers and 
colleagues is our top prior-
ity. We are relieved no one 
was injured.”

Community leaders ex-
pressed their reactions to the 
attempted bank robbery.

Irene Guanill, president 
of the Pelham Bay Merchants 
Association, said, “I thought 
that the bank robber was try-
ing to be very clever.”

She mentioned that the 
“45th Precinct caught him 
right away. It was impres-
sive. It was sad what they 
had to go through, but they 
put all the right protocols in 
place and that was impres-
sive. It’s (Pelham Bay) basi-
cally a very safe neighbor-
hood and everybody’s on top 
of their game.”

Bobby Jaen, president of 
the Throggs Neck Merchant 
Association, said, “It’s never 
a good thing when someone 
tries to rob a community 
store or someplace in the 
area. It’s never a good move, 
but evidently it’s a sign of the 
times.”

Jaen said he heard that 
the banker employees cap-
tured the robber and turned 
him over to police, adding, 
The bottom line is it was a 
very planned-out robbery. I 
have a hard time believing it 
was just one guy.”
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Pastor fuming over laptop from Hell

Bronx pastor Tyrone Holmes 
is engulfed in an investigation 
into a “new” laptop computer 
he bought from Amazon after 
it was discovered it was pre-
owned and confi dential soft-
ware had been installed in it 
that may compromise national 
security. 
 Courtesy photo

Bank robber causes panic; uses bomb 
scare diversion to hit 2nd bank

Police from the 45th Precinct respond to a bank robbery at the Citibank on East Tremont Avenue in 
Throggs Neck on Thursday, October 12. Community News Group/Bob Guiliano

The NYPD bomb squad responds to reports of a suspicious package left at the Citibank in Pelham Bay 
on Thursday, October 12. The package was later determined to be a distraction for a robbery of the 
Citibank in Throggs Neck. Community News Group/Aracelis Batista

Call 718.260.2555
..to sell your car in our 
CLASSIFIED SECTIONS 
& get...Real Results!

S SSHOP OUR CLASSIFIED 
PAGES EVERY WEEK AND 

SAVE MONEY
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ANTIQUES & ESTATE BUYERS

ANTIQUE & ESTATE BUYERS
We buy anything old. One piece or house full. 

WILL TRAVEL. HOUSE CALLS.

ANTIQUE & ESTATE BUYERS
We buy anything old. One piece or house full. 

WILL TRAVEL. HOUSE CALLS.
WILL TRAVEL

ENTIRE
TRI-STATE!

FREE
Estimates!

We Pay $CASH$ For 
Paintings, Clocks, Watches, 
Estate Jewelry & Fine China, 

From Single Items 
to Entire Estates!
Coin & Stamp Collections

Costume Jewelry
Antique Furniture  Lamps
Bronzes  Paintings  Prints

Chinese & Japanese 
Artwork & Porcelain

Sports Collectibles 
Comic Books  Old Toys  Records
Cameras  Sterling Flatware Sets

HUMMELS & LLADROS

ANTIQUES & ESTATE BUYERS

TOP $ PAID
FOR JUDAICA
COLLECTIBLES

HOUSE
CALLS

MOVING orDOWNSIZING?CALL
US!

Top $ Paid
for Antique

Sterling!

Military
Collections

Wanted
Swords,
Knives,

Helmets, etc.

SEE OUR AD EVERY SUNDAY IN THE POST

SAME DAY  
SERVICE  

AVAILABLE

SERVING BRONX 
AND THE ENTIRE  
TRI-STATE AREA

516-974-6528516-974-6528

WILL TRAVEL. WE MAKE HOUSE CALLS.
1029 WEST JERICHO TURNPIKE, SMITHTOWN, L.I.

HOUSE 
CALLS

ASK FOR CHRISTOPHER
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POT of GOLD
Sherbee Antiques is a family-owned business that has been 

serving the tri-state area for over 60 years. 
We buy from the full contents of homes and estates 

to single items. We specialize in high-end goods such as 
antiques, art, fi ne porcelain, lighting, bronzes and sculptures. 

We have particular interest in fi ne jewelry, timepieces, 
diamonds, gold and silver. 

If you call we will come to you, free of charge, and evaluate 
what you are selling. We know the value of your possessions 
and are willing to pay top dollar on the spot. Please feel free 
to call seven days a week for a free same day consultation.

You may be sitting on a large fortune. 
Call Sherbee Antiques. They’ll tell you how much.

CALL TODAY 917-748-7622 OR 718-762-7448 
You’ll be glad you did.

Sherbee  Antiques
Est. 1940

BY BOB GUILIANO
Community Board 6 dis-

trict manager John Sanchez 
and Councilman Ritchie 
Torres praised the mayor 
at his 37th town hall meet-
ing held on Wednesday, Oc-
tober 4.

“The town hall was 
great, like Christmas came 
early for Community Board 
6 because all of our top bud-
get priorities were funded,” 
Sanchez said about the meet-
ing held at I.S. 254, at 2452 
Washington Avenue.

“It was an honor to bring 
Mayor de Blasio to (Council) 
District 15 for a town hall,” 
Torres said. “Hundreds 
of residents attended, and 
many were able to ask the 
mayor and city agency com-
missioners questions about 
quality of life issues and 
their concerns for the future 
of our city.”

A key expense priority 
was fi nancing a Bronx youth 
court, according to Sanchez, 
who said the Bronx was the 
only borough without this 
alternative way to try young 
people charged with low-
level offenses.

The renovations of 
Quarry and Mapes ball 
fi elds were also announced 
by the mayor, along with 
a $500,000 investment in 
the Arthur Avenue retail 
market, and $300,000 for 

sidewalk improvements in 
Monterey Houses, a public 
housing development.

Quarry ballfi eld is lo-
cated at East 181st Street, 
Oak Tree Place, between 
Quarry Road and Hughes 
Avenue. Mapes ballfi eld is 
located on Mapes and Pros-
pect avenues, between East 
180th and East 181st streets.

“It was overall a very im-
portant and fruitful day for 
Community Board 6, show-
ing that this area of the cen-
tral Bronx is no longer being 
ignored,” Sanchez said. “We 
are not as close to transit as 
parts of the south Bronx, but 
the need is just as great. We 
are very pleased with it and 
we want the city to continue 
investing in our neighbor-
hood.”

The mayor also an-
nounced funding for Cure 
Violence programs in the 
48th and 52nd precincts, 
Torres said. 

“As a result of the advo-
cacy of local residents and 
my offi ce, millions of dollars 
are being invested in the 
Central Bronx,” the council-
man pointed out.

Torres said that in part-
nership with the mayor and 
Bronx borough president, 
over $20 million has been 
invested to renovate parks 
throughout council district 
15.

And in public safety, the 
mayor has “invested hun-
dreds of millions of dollars 
to pursue the most ambi-
tious community policing 
initiative ever undertaken 
in the U.S.,” Torres said.

“We’ve created an en-
tirely new category of police 
offi cers, known as neighbor-
hood coordinating offi cers, 
whose prime focus is not sim-
ply to respond to 911 calls, or 
to lurch from one emergency 
to the next, but to develop 
deep and durable relation-
ships with members of the 
community,” Torres said.

NCOs, as they are called, 
leverage trusting relation-
ships to collect intellligence 
for crime prevention, ac-
cording to Torres.

And at the center of the 
mayor’s agenda has been 
creating and preserving af-
fordable housing at a pace 
and scale not seen in de-
cades, according to Torres.

“For example, the re-
development of Lambert 
Houses represents a $600 
million investment in West 
Farms, one of the poorest 
neighborhoods in the city,” 
Torres said. “We are going 
to create 1,600 units of af-
fordable housing across the 
income spectrum.”

Lambert Houses, 1048 
E. 180th Street, are located 
near the Bronx Zoo.

CB 6 hosts mayor’s 
37th town hall 

meeting at I.S. 254

Mayor de Blasio (l) listened attentively to Councilman Torres’ address during the meeting. 
 Photo by Aracelis Batista
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“A Miracle In The Making!” - CBS TV
  One on One Tutoring for K–12th grade
  Below, At or Above Grade Level Students
  LD - ADD - ADHD - Dyslexia - Special Needs
  Your child will read better, faster with greater fluency and comprehension  

   advancing one year every 4–8 weeks
  Grades, confidence and self esteem will soar as they learn to love reading 

   and school
  Your 3, 4, & 5 year old will learn 15–30 words in the 1st session
  No contracts – Open 7 days a week
  FREE Consultation – 35 Years Certified Experience

ACHIEVE  
3 TO 6 YEARS OF  

READING IMPROVEMENT 
IN ONE YEAR!!!

Dicker Reading Method
75 Brook Street, Scarsdale | 914.472.0600 | www.DickerReading.com

CHILDREN AT OR 
BELOW GRADE 

LEVEL WILL BECOME 
THE BEST READERS 

IN THEIR CLASS

WATCH OUR VIDEOS TO LEARN MORE   www.DickerReading.com

SOLVE YOUR CHILD’S 
READING PROBLEM
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Nearly 100 schools, community groups and marching bands participated in the 40th annual Bronx Columbus Day Parade on Sunday, October 
8 in Morris Park despite the day’s inclement weather. Adults and children cheered from the sidelines as the groups marched up Morris Park 
Avenue from White Plains to Williamsbridge roads.                                                                           Photos by Silvio Pacifi co and Laura Stone

���������	
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Andrea’s Dance Studio OLA School Girl Scout Troop 6124 St. Catharine Academy The Bronx County American Legion Posts

Forum of Italian American Educators Morris Park Community Association The Allerton Avenue Tenants Association VN Neighborhood president Bernadette Ferrara 

P.S. 108 Cheerleaders Boy Scout Troop 236 Band Generoso Pope Foundation fl oat Preston High School



9
      B

R
O

N
X

 W
E

E
K

L
Y

 O
c

t
o

b
e

r
 2

2
, 2

0
1

7
 

w
w

w
.B

X
T

im
e

s
.c

o
m

Salesian High School Marching Band P.S. 83 Lucca Restaurant St. Francis Xavier School

St. Francis Xavier School Girl Scout Troops 
1022, 1102 and 1411

Academy of Mount St. Ursula St. Theresa Elementary School TD Bank

St. Raymond Academy for GirlsAquinas High SchoolSt. Clare’s Elementary SchoolLoconsolo Paints

St. Raymond High School for Boys Jacobi Medical Cente North Central Bronx Hospital D&J Ambulette Service

United Federation of Teachers UnionSons of Italy Loggia Uguaglianza Northeast 
Bronx Lodge #83

Sanitation Salvage Corp.Cardinal Spellman High School
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BY ANDY HUMM
Abel Cedeno, 18, the 

bullied gay teen charged 
with killing one classmate, 
Matthew McCree, 15, and 
wounding another, Ari-
ane Laboy, 16, with a knife 
spoke to our sister publi-
cation Gay City News from 
Rikers Island on Sunday, 
October 15 , recounting the 
incident, the anti-gay bul-
lying that preceded it for 
years, and the way it inten-
sifi ed on September 27 in-
side his history class at the 
Urban Assembly School for 
Wildlife Conservation in 
front of two teachers and a 
class full of students.

While most press re-
ports say that Cedeno was 
just being pelted with pen-
cils before the stabbing, 
Abel said he was defend-
ing himself from repeated 
punches from McCree, 
who saw that Cedeno had 
a knife.

“I was trying to get him 
off me,” Cedeno said, ex-
plaining he knew his tor-
mentors to have gang con-
nections and that many of 
the students at the school 
carry weapons — “knives 
and, in some cases, guns,” 
he said. “I was afraid for 
my life.”

In using his recently 
purchased knife — itself le-
gal but forbidden in school 
— for protection, “No way 
did I think someone could 
die,” Cedeno said, adding 
he was convinced he would 
die if he did not defend 
himself from McCree’s at-
tack.

“[McCree] knew me 
as the gay kid with the 
long hair,” Cedeno said. 
“He hated that ‘entity.’ He 
didn’t know me.”

He said that McCree 
continued to pummel him 
even after Cedeno used the 
knife to ward him off.

Cedeno said he 
“snapped” when he was be-
ing beaten in the face.

“I don’t remember that 
much,” he said.

When school security 
took him away after the 
stabbing, Cedeno said, he 
was still “afraid for my 
life” and feared for the 
lives of his family mem-
bers because of what he be-
lieved to be McCree’s gang 
membership. This led him 
to have a “panic attack” 

while in the school offi ce.
Much has been made 

in press accounts of the 
fact that Cedeno had not 
interacted with McCree 
or Laboy prior to Sept. 
27. Cedeno said, “I knew 
from other students they 
had gotten into fi ghts. 
Matt had hit my friend in 
the neck and ran away.” 
He said he also knew that 
“there are groups of boys 
in gangs and [McCree and 
Laboy] hung around with 
those kids who carry 
knives and guns. Even 
the teachers are afraid of 
these students.”

Social media users who 
say they are part of the 
800YM gang have claimed 
McCree as a member in 
online postings and have 
threatened Cedeno’s fam-
ily and friends.

While there were many 
witnesses to what hap-
pened, there is concern 
that they will be afraid to 
testify in Cedeno’s defense 
for fear of retaliation.

As Cedeno prepares to 
testify before the grand 
jury at Bronx Criminal 
Court he has the support of 
his family, two veteran gay 
attorneys who have signed 
on to defend him, and Sen-
ator Ruben Diaz, Sr., who 
believes Cedeno is not get-
ting a fair shake.

Cedeno is represented 
by Christopher R. Lynn, 
once the counsel for the 
Coalition for Lesbian and 
Gay Rights that passed 
the city’s gay rights law 
in 1986. His co-counsel is 
Robert J. Feldman.

Lynn said, “Abel did not 
attack anyone. It was he 
who was attacked.”

The McCree family is 
represented by Sanford 
Rubenstein, who has taken 
on many high profi le cases 
of people of color who have 
been victims of hate crimes 
or abused by the police.

The senior assistant 
district attorney in the 
case is Nancy Borko, assis-
tant chief of the Bronx Ho-
micide Bureau.

Cedeno, according to 
his sister, lived in a two-
bedroom apartment with 
his mom and shared a room 
with two siblings. McCree, 
according to the New York 
Times, lived in a two-bed-
room with his mother and 

two siblings, sharing a 
room with his brother.

The NYC Department 
of Education will likely 
be sued for millions by 
Rubenstein for failing to 
have metal detectors at 
this high school and, per-
haps in addition, for doing 
little to contain bullying 
and other violence there.

Cedeno said from jail 
that he was grateful for 
“the support for me and 
my family.” He told Gay 
City News he identifi es as 
gay — though many sto-
ries identifi ed him as ‘bi-
sexual.’

Cedeno recounted the 
incident in detail to Gay 
City News, having already 
talked to the police about 
it. That day in class, he 
said, “They started throw-
ing stuff [at me] — bro-
ken pencils, pens, caps of 
pens.” He said they were 
hitting his neck where he 
had just had his mother’s 
name tattooed and the area 
was tender.

“I said, ‘Please stop,’ 
but they kept on,’” Cedeno 
recalled. “I got permission 
to use the bathroom from 
the teacher, went, came 
back, and it started to pick 
up again. I just got my book 
bag, started to leave, and 
as I left they kept throw-
ing stuff at me. I screamed 
loud, ‘Who is throwing 
all that stuff at me?’ It got 
quiet. Matt got up and said, 

‘Hey, it was me. What’s 
good?’ which is slang for, 
‘What are you going to do 
about it?’ I had to stand my 
ground. I was tired of not 
doing anything about it. 
One teacher next to Matt 
didn’t do anything.”

Then, Cedeno said, 
“Matthew walked aggres-
sively toward me from 
the back of the room. He 
walked past the second 
teacher, Mr. Jacobi, who 
didn’t do anything. As he 
got closer, I felt frozen in 
place. I couldn’t move my 
feet. [I knew] lots of boys 
and girls carry knives and 
even guns. I thought that I 
was going to die. I took out 
my knife and showed every-
one. Frankie [another stu-
dent] was pulling [Matt’s] 
arm, saying, ‘Slow down. 
He has that,’ but [Matt] 
shook him off. He came at 
me. He hit my face twice. 
The second time I snapped. 
All the years of bullying, 
and I couldn’t control my 
body and started to de-
fend myself. The other boy, 
Laboy, hit me as well in the 
face.”

At this point, Cedeno 
said, “I don’t even remem-
ber that much. I was trying 
to get them off me. Laboy 
was going up on me. Both 
punching me,” despite the 
two youths apparently 
having been cut by Cede-
no’s knife.

School security fi nally 

arrived and took Cedeno 
away. He had a panic at-
tack because “I was afraid 
for my life.” It did not sub-
side until after the police 
came. “No way did I think 
someone could die.”

According to Cedeno’s 
sister, their mother had of-
ten complained to school 
authorities about the bul-
lying to which Abel was 
subjected and the toll it 
was taking on his studies 
and mental health. Cedeno 
had missed so much school 
that he was repeating the 
12th grade.

When his mom com-
plained about her son be-
ing called “a faggot,” a 
teacher at the school “told 
him to ignore it and ‘be the 
better person,’” Cedeno’s 
sister said. “They were 
telling him to ‘suck it up’ 
— and he fell into a depres-
sion. He would come home 
from school and go straight 
to bed.”

Cedeno’s sister de-
scribed a loving family 
that nurtured him and in-
cluded openly bisexual 
women, including herself. 
But despite letting him 
know that they would be 
accepting no matter what 
his sexuality was, he kept 
to himself about it until 
now — even though the 
bullying to which he was 
subjected was often based 
on his fellow students’ per-
ception that he was gay.

“I would tell him, ‘We’re 
here for you,’” Cedeno’s 
sister said. “He would just 
say, ‘I’m good.’”

She said her brother 
had some challenges grow-
ing up — overcoming stut-
tering and being diagnosed 
with Attention-Defi cit/ Hy-
peractivity Disorder at age 
seven and going on medi-
cation for it.

“It helped him focus, 
but it numbed him to some 
point,” Cedeno’s sister 
said. “He was very bright. 
All the teachers loved him. 
He was very good in math 
and sciences. He wanted to 
be a model, an actor, or a 
marine biologist.”

“Ninety percent of his 
friends were girls,” she 
added. “They all loved 
him. In the fi fth grade, he 
said, ‘I want to grow my 
hair long so I can donate it 
to cancer patients,’ and he 

did just that even though 
he got picked on a lot in the 
sixth grade for it.”

As time went on, Cede-
no’s depression increased, 
he had mood swings, and 
he was always “fi ghting 
about not wanting to go 
to school,” his sister said. 
Teachers would ‘write out 
plans for him’ in response, 
she added, but not deal with 
the underlying problem 
of the bullying. He didn’t 
want to change schools be-
cause his girlfriends were 
there, but when most of 
them graduated in June 
and he had to repeat his fi -
nal high school year, he be-
came more isolated.

“One friend said to him, 
‘You need to have some pro-
tection without us there. 
You know everyone has a 
knife,’” Cedeno’s sister re-
called.

She also emphasized, 
“We want people to know 
how this is affecting our 
family and how out of char-
acter this was for Abel. 
We’re sorry for everything. 
No one deserves to lose 
their child. I see this as a 
wake-up call that bullying 
is serious and the schools 
need to see its effects and 
take it seriously.”

The District Attorney’s 
Offi ce initially charged 
Abel with second-degree 
murder. Depending on 
their reading of the evi-
dence, the grand jury could 
return a charge of man-
slaughter instead. Cede-
no’s attorneys, who can-
not make a presentation to 
a grand jury, do not think 
he should be indicted for 
anything. If he is indicted, 
their affi rmative defense 
will be “extreme emotional 
disturbance” and “justi-
fi cation” — the legal term 
for self-defense.

“It’s clear as day that he 
snapped,” Feldman said.

A Wildlife school em-
ployee posted online that 
Cedeno “deserves to be 
free. These kids were bul-
lying him for a while.”

And for a while, Cede-
no’s friends were speaking 
up for him in the press, but 
many fear retaliation now. 
There has been no public 
comment from the teach-
ers who were in the room 
that day and are alleged to 
have done nothing.

Gay youth arrested in fatal stabbing tells his side

Abel Cedeno, 18, who faces second-degree murder charges before a 
Bronx grand jury this week in the fatal stabbing of Matthew McCree, 
said McCree’s pummeling of him on September 27 made him “afraid 
for my life.” Facebook
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BY PATRICK ROCCHIO
A local civic group is 

taking a proactive stance 
against the deposit bottle 
and can collectors who 
often trespass on private 
property. 

Several collectors have 
startled members of the 
Country Club Civic As-
sociation by coming onto 
their property and rum-
maging through their 
trash looking for the five-
cent treasures.  

The civic association 
provided the Bronx Times 
with videos and photos 
of scavengers who enter 
private property, going 
so far as to open closed 
gates and locked fences, 
said Michael McNerney, 
CCCA president. 

“It is not just about col-
lecting bottles and cans,” 
said McNerney. “It is the 
fact that what these in-
dividuals are doing are 
committing crimes.”

McNerney added: 
“They are going on per-
sonal property and into 

backyards: committing 
the crimes of criminal 
trespass, petty larceny, 
criminal possession of 
stolen property.” 

The civic association 
president said that after 
reaching out to the 45th 
Precinct, officers from 
its ‘conditions’ unit were 
sent to Country Club to 
address the issue. 

At least one summons 
was issued to a persistent 
violator, said McNerney, 
adding that summonses 
or arrests could be a de-
terrent. 

Arlene Grauer, CCCA 
vice president said sev-
eral collectors are mak-
ing rounds in the commu-
nity. 

She said that there 
have also been cases of 
bottle and can collec-
tors blocking traffic as 
they walk in the center 
of streets with shopping 
carts overloaded with 
trash bags full of bottles. 

“It is not like some-
one is down and out, 

and you put the bottles 
on the curb at night and 
they pick them up,” said 
Grauer. “This is where 
for the entire week they 
will go throughout the 

neighborhood and onto 
private property to col-
lect bottles.” 

The can and bottle col-
lectors do not appear to 
be simply people in need 

but rather those who have 
chosen to make a living 
from picking through 
trash, often illegally, said 
Grauer.

She said that after 
closely watching the col-
lectors for years, she has 
seen vans in some cases 
show up and collect the 
cans and bottles.

“I feel it is an enter-
prise where these col-
lectors are out there and 
going onto private prop-
erty,” she said. 

McNerney believes 
that the trespassing is an 
invasion of privacy, and 
cited an incident where 
a collector startled a 
mother who was breast-
feeding her baby near a 
first floor window. 

The scavengers have 
also startled senior cit-
izens, many of whom 

are home during the day 
when they seem to be 
very active, said Richard 
Kilgen, CCCA grievance 
committee chairman. 

“These are not poor 

displaced people, rather 
individuals who have 
made this their full time 
endeavor for financial 
gain,” stated McNerney, 
adding the collecting is-
sue has been mounting in 
severity for the past two 
years. 

Neighboring commu-
nities have experienced 
similar issues, Kilgen 
said, with Andrew Chir-
ico of the Waterbury-La-
Salle Community Asso-
ciation confirming it has 
been an issue in his com-
munity. 

McNerney believes 
that if the supply were cut 
off, demand would dry 
up. 

“Encourage residents 
to return their recycled 
empty containers for de-
posit and lock them up 
until its time to return 
them,” he stated. “Those 
who do not want to return 
the empties, should de-
face the bar codes on bot-
tles and cans, or crumble 
or break all together.”

Civic group tackles deposit-container collecting trespassing

A bottle collector pushes a shopping cart fi lled with deposit cans 
and bottles down the center of Stadium Avenue. Photo courtesy of 
CCCA

BY BOB GUILIANO
A town hall is scheduled 

to air concerns over resi-
dents moving into the $62.8 
million homeless residence 
at 233 Landing Road in Uni-
versity Heights.

The Landing Road pub-
lic meeting is set for 7 p.m. 
on Wednesday, October 25, 
at St. Nicholas of Tolentine 
Church, in the Fr. Smith 
Center, 2345 University Av-
enue.

It is being organized 
by the NYC Department of 
Homeless Services and the 
Bowery Residents Commit-
tee, according to Rachel 
Bradshaw, vice president of 
the Fordham Hill Oval Own-
ers Association.

Elected offi cials invited 
to attend include Congress-
man Adriano Espaillat, 
Councilman Fernando Ca-
brera, and assembly mem-
bers Jose Rivera and Victor 
Pichardo.

Bradshaw said she re-
cently met with Muzzy 
Rosenblatt, executive direc-

tor of the Bowery Residents 
Committee, which is man-
aging the residence and pre-
paring it for occupancy in 
November.

“They tried to show that 
they’re doing their due dili-
gence to move these men 
forward,” Bradshaw said. 
“They showed us the facil-
ity, how the living quarters 
look, (and we) got to hear 
from a few of the men” who 
are going to occupy the site.

Bradshaw said one home-
less resident is a man who 
went through a divorce in 
Alabama, and then came 
to New York and moved in 
with a cousin to start a new 
life. But there was domestic 
abuse going on in the house 
and he told them he did 
not approve of that. So his 
cousin kicked him out and 
he found himself homeless.

With nowhere to turn the 
man ended up in a city shel-
ter on 30th Street in Manhat-
tan, but it was terrible.

After he contacted the 
BRC, he learned about the 

Fordham site, got a job, and 
graduated from the BRC pro-
gram.

“I’m happy to hear sto-
ries like that,” Bradshaw 
said, about the man being 
able to turn his life around 
for the better.

However another story 
involved a man who’s been 
in and out of prison, and 
wants to get his life together, 
so he’s now an intern at the 
BRC.

“Mr. Rosenblatt did ex-
press that they don’t dis-
criminate against men who 
have served their time,” 
Bradshaw said. “That’s all 
nice and dandy, in theory, 
and I believe in second 
chances also. But unfortu-
nately there is that other side 
of recidivism  and of people 
just not being rehabilitated. 
And they get to stay in these 
shelters and once they’re in 
the community they’re do-
ing the same thing that they 
were sent to prison for.”

Bradshaw said what wor-
ries the residents at Ford-

ham Oval is that the build-
ing at Landing Road is so 
much larger than the Bow-
ery residents mission on 
Bowery Street in Manhat-
tan.

“That in itself doesn’t 
sit well with us,” Bradshaw 
said.

The Bowery facility is 
near New York University, a 
neighborhood that has more 
activity. But the Fordham 

site is more desolate.
“We’re not used to that 

activity and we’re going to 
have so many more men,” 
Bradshaw said.

The Landing Road Resi-
dence will be the fi rst proj-
ect created under Mayor de 
Blasio’s HomeStretch Pro-
gram, according to the New 
York Housing Conference 
website.

With 135 permanent 

units and a 200-bed tran-
sitional shelter, the proj-
ect will provide 111 studios 
for single adults earning 
less than $21,175 annually, 
seven one-bedroom units for 
households of two earning 
no more than $34,550 annu-
ally, 17 two-bedroom units 
for families of three earning 
no more than $46,620 annu-
ally, and one superintendent 
unit. 

Town hall for 233 Landing 
Road homeless residence

A town hall is scheduled to air concerns over residents moving into a homeless residence at 233 
Landing Road in University Heights. It is set for 7 p.m. on Wednesday, October 25, at St. Nicholas of 
Tolentine Church Community News Group/Arthur Cusano
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BY ROBERT WIRSING
After assisting crime victims 

for two decades, a local non-profi t 
program is in need of help follow-
ing recent state mandated funding 
cuts.

Crime Victims Support Ser-
vices of the North Bronx, Inc. will 
host its fall fundraiser ‘An Evening 
with Elvis’ on Friday, November 3 
from 7:30 to 11:30 p.m. at the Amer-
ican Turner Club on 748 Clarence 
Avenue.

The event features live musical 
performances by Elvis tribute art-
ist Patrick Perone, a buffet dinner, 
cash bar, raffl es and 50/50.

Tickets costs $60 per person 
with all proceeds going toward 
CVSS.

The fundraiser’s goal is to raise 
$60,000 to cover program costs.

“We don’t receive the same kind 
of support like faith-based or vet-
erans-based groups do, but instead 
we heavily rely on people who are 
sympathic to the circumstances 
crime victims face,” shared Joanne 
Cicero, CVSS executive director.

She said the non-profi t’s upcom-
ing fundraiser has not received 
a substantial response despite 
advertising, direct mailing and 
emailing efforts.

Cicero added, CVSS’ fundrais-
ing campaign on Razoo, an on-
line crowd funding site, has only 
received contributions from two 
donors.

“Innocent victims of crime are 
just like you and me - real people 
in real life situations, not a bunch 
of statistics in a report. I know 
because I have personally expe-
rienced the tragedy of victimiza-
tion,” expressed Cicero.

On June 20, 1995, Cicero’s 
17-year-old son, Paul was sense-
lessly murdered by a violent 
street gang searching for some-
one else that night. 

This tragedy prompted her 
to become an advocate for crime 
victims’ rights over the last 20 
years.

Founded in 2005, CVSS pro-
vides clients assistance in fi ling 
for compensation from the NYS 
Offi ce of Victims Services which 
covers funeral expenses, loss of 
income, medical bills, mental 
health services and job retain-
ment among others.

The program’s trained advo-
cates provide comprehensive di-
rect services and support to under-
served victims of crime and violent 
crime throughout NYC’s commu-

nities.
CVSS provides free services 

as crisis therapy, counseling, 
personal advocacy, criminal jus-
tice advocacy, court accompani-

ment, homicide support groups, 
domestic violence advocacy, lock 
replacements, as well as informa-
tion and referrals for clients.

The non-profi t guides clients 

through the criminal justice sys-
tem and provides them access to 
assistance from other govern-
mental and private agencies.

In 2014, the state revamped the 
competitive Request for Proposal 
process by making it online ac-
cessible.

Cicero said CVSS was awarded 
a three-year contract effective Oc-
tober 2014 and was spared from 
closure unlike 18 other non-profi t 
state programs.

She explained the program’s 
funding was cut in 2014 by NYS 
OVS, however the funding they 
did secure does not cover all of 
CVSS’ operating costs.

“We hope that people can fi nd 
it in their hearts to help crime 
victims by attending this fund-
raiser or by donating to our pro-
gram,” said Cicero.

Located at 1138 Neill Avenue, 
CVSS is open weekdays from 9 
a.m. to 4:30 p.m.

To contribute your tax-deduct-
ible donation, visit https://www.
razoo.com/organization/Crime-
Victims-Support-Services-Of-
The-North-Bronx.

For details and tickets, contact 
Cicero at (718) 823-4925 or jcicero@
northeastbronx.org.

Crime Victims Support Services sets fall fundraiser 

Crime Victims Support Services of the North Bronx, Inc. is conducting a fall fund-
raiser to cover operating costs. 
 Photo courtesy of Crime Victims Support Services of the North Bronx, Inc.

BY PATRICK ROCCHIO
Long-awaited exercise stations 

in Pelham Bay Park were recently 
dedicated amid much fanfare. 

Exercise equipment that includes 
13 outdoor pieces, located near the 
Rice Stadium running track in the 
park, was dedicated after several 
years of planning and the comple-
tion of construction on Tuesday, Oc-
tober 3. 

The fi tness equipment includes 
six-pieces that comply with the 
Americans With Disabilities Act for 
people with special needs. 

Dedicated the same day was fi t-
ness equipment for children and a 
children’s nature walk.

The project was funded with 
$881,000 in capital funds from Coun-
cilman James Vacca, Borough Pres-
ident Ruben Diaz Jr. and Mayor de 
Blasio. 

In addition to elected offi cials, 
attending the ribbon cutting cer-
emony were Mitchell Silver, NYC 
Parks commissioner; Iris Rodri-
guez-Rosa, NYC Parks Bronx com-
missioner; the Friends of Pelham 
Bay Park, an advocacy group for 
the city’s largest park, and commu-
nity members joined them on open-

ing day in celebrating the new park 
amenities.

Vacca contributed the largest 
portion of the funding, allocating 
$516,000 for the project. 

The allocation was made in 2014, 
according to an earlier Bronx Times 
article. 

Vacca said that bringing fi t-
ness equipment to his district has 
been an important priority for him 
throughout his tenure in offi ce. 

“I’m pleased to have been able to 
fund the two centers in Bronx Park 
East and Pelham Bay Park, and the 
one soon to be built at Colucci Park,” 
said Vacca.  “These fi tness centers 
are crucial to keeping Bronx citi-
zens healthy and encouraging resi-
dents to work out and get in shape.”

The councilman said that many 
people don’t have access to gyms, 
making it harder for them to stay in 
shape and that the exercise stations 
encourage parkgoers to exercise. 

The borough president, who al-
located $200,000 for the project, said 
that exercise equipment in parks “is 
critical to the #Not62 campaign and 
our mission to create a healthier 
Bronx.” 

#Not62 is a social media cam-

paign begun by the Diaz’s offi ce to 
raise awareness about the borough’s 
ranking last in the health of citizens 
in a Robert Wood Johnson Founda-
tion annual study of the health of 
New York’s 62 counties. 

“I am proud to have provided 
$200,000 in capital funding from my 
own budget to support its installa-
tion,” said Diaz. “I’d like to thank 
Mayor de Blasio, Commissioner 
Silver and the Parks Department, 

and Councilmember Vacca for their 
partnership on this wonderful new 
amenity for Pelham Bay Park.” 

The Friends of Pelham Bay Park 
also purchased similar equipment, 
said its past president Judge Liz 
Gonzalez in a statement. 

Each December, she stated, the 
group meets to discuss what the 
park and the borough needs to set 
a goal for its annual March fund-
raiser. 

In 2013, the Friends purchased 
outdoor exercise equipment that is 
currently in Orchard Beach after 
having been elsewhere in the park, 
stated Gonzalez, adding that the 
new track equipment took its place. 

“It takes time to get from the 
drawing board to opening day but 
it’s worth the wait,” said Gonzalez. 
“We are the Bronx, we are beautiful 
and thanks to this equipment, we 
are going to look very, very good!” 

Pelham Bay Park’s $881K fi tness equipment dedicated

Councilman James Vacca, Borough President Ruben Diaz Jr., NYC Parks offi cials and community celebrate the new work-
out equipment in Pelham Bay Park. Photo by Ray Maldanado
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BY PATRICK ROCCHIO
A teacher at a local high 

school got unexpected recog-
nition for her hard work and 
dedication to her students. 

Representatives from the 
Milken Educator Awards 
surprised Metropolitan 
Soundview High School sci-
ence teacher Aja Brown dur-
ing a school assembly on 
Monday, October 16 and pre-
sented her with an award 
and a $25,000 cash prize. 

Brown and her fellow 
teachers had been told that 
there would be an assembly, 
but none were aware that the 
award would be presented. 

The educator said that 
she is not sure who placed 
her in contention for the rec-
ognition, which honors in-
novation in education and 
is sometimes called ‘The Os-
cars of Teaching.’ 

“It makes you feel great 
about what you are doing 
and makes you strive to be 
greater,” said  Brown. “Some-
one on their own looked into 
me and what I have been do-
ing and is proud of me and it 
is amazing.” 

She said she believes that 
several of her colleagues 
could be contenders for the 
award.

She is one of 45 teach-
ers around the country 

this year that received the 
Milken Educator Award. 

Brown has been teaching 
for nine and a half years, 
starting at P.S. 214, a middle 
school in West Farms. 

She joined the staff at 
Metropolitan Soundview 
High School last school 
year, she said. 

She said she believes 
that one of the reasons she 
may have been chosen is 
that she has strong belief in 
hands-on-learning.

“I am myself a hands-on-
learner, so I always think 
the best way to learn is by 
doing,” she said. “A lot of 
the things we are doing 
are hands on where the 
students can actually expe-
rience what we are learn-
ing.” 

She teaches a class 
called Living Environment 
at the high school, and an 
example of this hands-on 
approach to learning is a 
fi sh tank in her classroom 
where she and students 
have built a mini ecosys-
tem, she said. 

Some of the organisms 
in that ecosystem are sur-
viving and some are not, 
and she discusses with the 
reasons why with her stu-
dents, said Brown. 

According to the Milken 

Educators Award represen-
tatives, Brown analyses 
data with her students in 
a manner similar to scien-
tists and provides modifi ca-
tion to her lessons to those 
who are struggling with the 
content, which creates op-
portunities to improve crit-
ical-thinking and literacy 
skills. 

Brown, who lives in Co-
op City, said she fi nds meth-
ods like these much more 
effective than lecturing to 
students for 45 minutes to 
a class, which can be chal-
lenging if students have 
shorter attention spans. 

“That hands-on ap-
proach not only fosters 
knowledge but also helps 
with behavioral issues as 
well,” said Brown. 

Whatever her methods, 
people in the educational 
‘ecosystem’ agree that she is 
doing a great job. 

“As a female science 
teacher in an urban school, 
Aja Brown has the unique 
position not only to inspire 
all of her students to love sci-
ence, but to interest her fe-
male students in the world of 
STEM – to uncover the ‘Hid-
den Figures’ of our era,” said 
Lowell Milken, Milken Fam-
ily Foundation chairman, 
who created the awards.

Local H.S. teacher unexpectedly 
wins prestigious award 

Science teacher Aja Brown receives a standing ovation during a surprise presentation of the Milken 
Educator Award in front of her school community on Monday, October 16. 
 Photo courtesy of Milken Educator Awards

BY BOB GUILIANO
Borough President Ru-

ben Diaz, Jr. hosted a press 
conference on Monday, Oc-
tober 16, at Woodlawn Cem-
etery to encourage cyclists 
to participate in the Tour de 
Bronx.

The largest free cycling 
event in New York state will 
occur on Sunday, October 
22. Log onto www.tourde-
bronx.com to register or for 
more information.

Established in 1994 by 
the offi ce of the borough 
president and the Bronx 
Tourism Council as a means 
to promote a healthier life-
style, the Tour de Bronx en-
courages alternate modes 
of transportation and a way 
to see the borough and its 
attractions, according to 
Diaz.

“This is one of my favor-
ite events of the year,” said 
Diaz, who plans on partici-
pating in the event as he has 
done in the past.

The Tour De Bronx not 
only emphasizes maintain-
ing a healthy lifestyle, it 
complements the borough 
president’s ‘#Not62’ initia-
tive to improve the overall 
health of the borough.

The event also highlights 
historical sites, waterfronts 
and neighborhoods to both 
residents and visitors from 
around the world.

“We welcome riders 
from across the region and 

around the globe to see the 
Bronx as they have never 
seen it before,” Diaz said.

Participants may choose 
from two routes: a 25-mile or 
a 40-mile ride through dif-
ferent areas of the Bronx, in-
cluding Clason Point along 
the East River, Castle Hill, 
Morrisania, Pelham Bay 
Park, historic Fort Schuyler 
on the Throggs Neck penin-
sula, and the nautical com-
munity of City Island.

Both routes culminate 
at the New York Botanical 
Garden, where riders re-
ceive a complimentary sou-
venir T-shirt, and can enjoy 
a live musical performance 
and refreshments.

The Tour De Bronx has 
grown since its inception. In 
2016, the event saw a record-
breaking 8,000 plus regis-
trants.

This year, the Bronx 
Tourism Council has part-
nered with Ride With GPS, a 
route-mapping tool designed 
for cycling and walking. 

This app will not only 
alert riders where to turn us-
ing voice navigation, it will 
also indicate neighborhoods 
and give a brief history of 
various parts of the borough 
as riders make their way to 
the end point.

“We’re thrilled to part-
ner with the Bronx Tourism 
Council to help promote the 
longest-running free cycling 
event in New York,” said 

Kevin Prentice, director of 
support & business devel-
opment at Ride With GPS. 
“With easy-to-use maps and 
voice navigation, riders will 
stay on course to appreciate 
the rich culture and history 
of the Bronx.”

“This is a highly antici-
pated event for many cy-
cling enthusiasts and casual 
riders alike,” said Olga Luz 
Tirado, executive director of 
the Bronx Tourism Council. 
“Utilizing the GPS technol-
ogy, Bronxites and visitors 
will experience the borough 
in a more fun and unique 
way.”

The Tour de Bronx is 
made possible by Montefi ore 
Medical Center; Bronx Leb-
anon Hospital Center; St. 
Barnabas Health System; 
and Mercy College.

Additional support is 
provided by the Bronx Over-
all Economic Development 
Corporation; the Business 
Initiatives Corporation of 
New York; the Coca Cola 
Company; Domino’s Pizza; 
Nature’s Bounty Co.; Bronx 
YMCA; Woodlawn Ceme-
tery; the New York Botani-
cal Garden; and Fordham 
University.

The event is also sup-
ported by the NYC Depart-
ment of Transportation; 
the FDNY; the NYPD; NYC 
Department of Sanitation 
and Transportation Alter-
natives.

Borough’s cyclists get set 
for annual Tour de Bronx

Borough President Ruben Diaz, Jr. speaks during a press conference on Monday, October 16, announc-
ing the Tour de Bronx set for Sunday, October 22. Courtesy photo
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knew we could help.” 
The Blue Hats are a group 

of friends from the borough 
including Rivera, Herman 
Tyson, Efrain Dominguez, 
Jason Melendez and Bran-
don Ganaishlal, stated Ri-
vera. 

Melendez, a police offi -
cer who comes from Pelham 
Bay, said that he wanted to 
help because had family 
on the island, and without 
any telephone or Internet 
contact, Melendez said he 
wanted to see if they were 
safe. 

He said that he was able 
to locate them, putting his 
elderly grandmother at 
ease. 

Melendez said he was 
left with a warm feeling by 
the reaction of people they 
were helping when visit-
ing places impacted by the 
storm.

They gave away fresh wa-

ter and supplies provided by 
the Red Cross to people who 
are going without electric-
ity, clean water and other 
necessities, he said. 

“Everyone always smiled 
and they always said ‘thank 
you,’” said Melendez. “That 
is going to stay with me for-
ever – the way Hispanics 
say thank you, the tone of 
voice, whether male or fe-
male, is very genuine.” 

Rivera said during his 
second week on the island 
he was mostly in the moun-
tainous central part of 
Puerto Rico.

Mudslides on treacher-
ous mountain roads were 
commonplace, he said, add-
ing he believes that these 
mudslides will add to the 
death toll from the hurri-
cane, which now stands at 
48.

He recalled that after 
arriving on October 1 and 
meeting offi cials in pub-

lic safety at a staging area, 
the team was sent out on 
a mission a day, based on 
what local offi cials said was 
needed, said Rivera. 

They worked closely 
with another all-volunteer 
team from the Chicago Fire 
Department, said Rivera. 

One project was clean-
ing debris and rocks from 
a conduit to a pumping sta-
tion that provides drink-
ing water in Isabela, said 
Rivera. 

They helped local fi re 
department offi cials who 
did not speak English fi ll 
out Federal Emergency 
Management Agency pa-
perwork, he said.

Nearly a month after 
Hurricane Maria made 
landfall in Puerto Rico, 
about 80 percent of the is-
land remained without 
power, and much of it lacked 
cell phone service, said Ri-
vera. 

Bronx Blue Hats help hurricane-ravaged Puerto Rico 

The Bronx’s Blue Hats provided humanitarian relief to Puerto Rico after Hurricane Maria. 
 Photo courtesy of William Rivera

from Page 1

BY ROBERT WIRSING
An off-duty Police Service 

Area 8 housing police offi cer 
is facing charges for alleged 
public lewdness.

According to police, 
Adam Fridson, 43, a 12-year 
veteran and Brewster resi-
dent, was arrested by Inter-
nal Affairs Bureau offi cers 
at the 5th Precinct in lower 
Manhattan on Tuesday, Oc-
tober 17 at 8:45 a.m. for al-
legedly exposing himself to 
two school-aged sisters in 
Throggs Neck.

Fridson faces two counts 
each of endangering the wel-
fare of a child, public lewd-
ness in the fi rst degree and 
exposure to a person.

A District Attorney Dar-
cel Clark’s Offi ce spokes-
woman stated Fridson’s bail 
has been set at $5,000 follow-
ing his arraignment on Tues-
day, October 17.

He is due back at Bronx 
County Criminal Court on 
Friday, October 20.

NYC-based law fi rm 
Worth, Longworth and Lon-
don, LLP attorney Stuart 
London is serving as Frid-

son’s lawyer for the case.
Police said Fridson ex-

ited a light colored Subaru 
on Wednesday, October 11 at 
4:10 p.m. and approached two 
girls, ages 12 and 7, on East 
Tremont Avenue and  Bark-
ley Avenue who were head-
ing to Bible study at St. Bene-
dict’s Church.

As stated in the complaint 
report, the 12-year-old girl 
observed Fridson’s exposed 
penis protruding from the 
front opening of his shorts as 
he asked the sisters “Do you 
know where McDonald’s is?” 
before fl eeing the scene in 
his vehicle.

Both girls were un-
harmed and quickly walked 
to St. Benedict’s where they 
phoned their mother.

On Saturday, October 14, 
police released details of the 
incident and surveillance 
images of the suspect clad in 
a black T-shirt with a logo of 
Jack Skellington, the main 
protagonist from Tim Bur-
ton’s classic 1993 fi lm ‘The 
Nightmare Before Christ-
mas’ and khaki shorts while 
carrying a jacket.

A NYPD spokesman con-
fi rmed Fridson was identi-
fi ed from the surveillance 
footage by a PSA 8 colleague.

Fridson joined the force 
in 2005 and was assigned to 
the Bronx Housing Bureau 
until his recent arrest. 

He has been suspended 
without pay following the in-
cident.

Police added Fridson 
was alleged to have exposed 
himself to a nine-year-old 
girl while working as a se-
curity guard at Costco in 
Westchester County in 2011, 
but was not charged.

The victim’s mother re-
fused to have Fridson ar-
rested, but he was instead 
brought up on departmental 
charges.

Fridson beat the charges 
by claiming his zipper was 
broken and his genitals had 
accidently slipped out of his 
pants.

“We are relieved that the 
individual is no longer walk-
ing our streets and in our 
neighborhoods. We thank 
the NYPD for quickly appre-
hending the suspect. Our 

community knows that this 
individual’s actions are not 
indicative of the hard-work-
ing women and men in law 

enforcement,” expressed 
Matt Cruz, Community 
Board 10 district manager.

“This man has problems 

and it’s better that he’s now 
off the streets,” said James 
McQuade, Schuyler Hill Fu-
neral Home director.

Off-duty PSA 8 police offi cer 
arrested for public lewdness

Off-duty PSA 8 police offi cer Adam Fridson was allegedly captured on surveillance footage following 
a public lewdness incident on Wednesday, October 11 in Throggs Neck. 
 Photo courtesy of DCPI
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BRIDAL FASHION
KLEINFELD BRIDAL SAMPLE STUDIO
123 West 20th Street, New York, NY 10011 
(2nd fl oor across from Kleinfeld Bridal) 
(917) 388-2341 
www.kleinfeldbridal.com/sample-studio

TUXEDOS
TUXEDO WORLD OF STATEN ISLAND
2791 Richmond Avenue, #6, 
Staten Island, NY 10314, (718) 698-4859 
www.tuxedoworldsi.com

CATERING & VENUES
ATLAS STEAKHOUSE
943 Coney Island Avenue 
off  18th Avenue, Brooklyn, NY
(646) 494-7227, www.AtlasSteak.com
BAY RIDGE MANOR
476 76th Street, Brooklyn
(718) 748-8855
www.bayridgemanor.com
CELEBRATE AT SNUG HARBOR
(718) 442-2700 
www.celebrate-snug.com  
events@celebrate-snug.com
EDIBLE ARRANGEMENTS
133-22 Springfi eld Blvd., (718) 528-3344
158-18 Cross Bay Blvd., (718) 848-3344
1357 Fulton Street, (718) 622-3344
1557 Ralph Avenue, (718) 451-3344
www.ediblearrangements.com/
stores/StoreLocator.aspx
GLEN TERRACE
5313 Avenue N, Brooklyn, (718) 252-4614
GRAND OAKS COUNTRY CLUB
200 Huguenot Avenue, Staten Island
(718) 356–2771, www.grandoaksnyc.com
GRAND PROSPECT HALL
263 Prospect Avenue, Brooklyn 
(718) 788-0777, www.grandprospecthall.com
HUNTERS STEAK HOUSE
9404 Fourth Avenue, Brooklyn, NY 11209 
(718) 238-8899
www.HuntersSteakhouse.com
IL FORNETTO
2902 Emmons Avenue in Brooklyn 
(718) 332-8494
www.ilFornettoRestaurant.com

MARBELLA RESTAURANT
220-33 Northern Boulevard 
Bayside, NY 11361, (718) 423-0100 
www.marbella-restaurant.com
PARADISE CATERING HALL
51 Avenue U, Brooklyn, NY 11223
(718) 372-4352 
www.theparadisecateringhall.com
THE PEARL ROOM
8518 - 3rd Avenue
Brooklyn, NY 11209
(718) 833-6666 
www.pearlroombklyn.com
SCHNITZEL HAUS
7319 5th Avenue, Bay Ridge, NY 11029
(718) 836-5600, www.schnitzelhausny.com
ROCCO’S TACOS
339 Adams Street, Brooklyn, NY 11201
(718) 246-8226, roccostacos.net 
SIRICO’S CATERERS
8015-23 13th Avenue, Brooklyn 
(718) 331-2900, www.siricoscaterers.net
SOTTO 13
5140 West 13th Street, New York, NY
(212) 647-1001, sotto13.com
TERRACE ON THE PARK
52-11 111 Street, Flushing, NY 11368 
(718) 592-5000
www.terraceonthepark.com
THE VANDERBILT AT SOUTH BEACH
300 Father Capodanno Boulevard 
Staten Island, NY
(718) 447-0800 
www.vanderbiltsouthbeach.com

FAVORS & INVITATIONS
THE BRONX DESIGN GROUP
2914 Westchester Avenue
Bronx, NY 10461
(718) 409-9874, Ext. 106
danielles@bronxdesign.com
UNFORGETTABLE EVENTS
2049 Flatbush Avenue in Brooklyn, 
(718) 377-4535
FLORISTS
FLORAL FANTASY
3031 Quentin Road in Brooklyn, 
(718) 998-7060 or
(800) 566–8380 
www.fl oralfantasyny.com
FLOWERS BY MASSENET
Jamaica, Queens, NY
(347) 724-7044 
(718) 526-3725
HENRY’S FLORIST
8103 Fifth Avenue in Brooklyn 
(800) 543-6797 or (718) 238–3838 
www.henrysfl oristweddingevents.com
MARINE FLORIST AND DECORATORS
1995 Flatbush Avenue in Brooklyn 
(800) 447-6730 or (718) 338-3600
www.marinefl orists.com

LIMOUSINE SERVICES
MILA LIMOUSINE CORPORATION
(718) 232-8973, www.milalimo.com
ROMANTIQUE/DOUBLE DIAMOND LIMOUSINES
1421-86 Street, Brooklyn, NY, (718) 351-7273
2041-Hylan Boulevard, Staten Island 
(718) 351-7273, www.rddlimos.com
SOPHISTICATED LIMOUSINES
Serving the Tri state area & NJ, (866) 455-5466

PHOTOGRAPHY & VIDEO
FANTASY PHOTOGRAPHY
3031 Quentin Rd., Brooklyn NY,  (718) 998-0949
www.fantasyphotographyandvideo.com
NY PHOTO VIDEO GROUP
1040 Hempstead Tpke, Franklin Square, NY 11010 
(516) 352-3188 www.nyphotovideogroup.com
info@nyphotovideogroup.com
ONE FINE DAY PHOTOGRAPHERS
459 Pacifi c Street, Massapequa Park 
(516) 690–1320
www.onefi nedayphotographers.com

SALONS
PILO ARTS SALON
8412 3 Avenue, Brooklyn, NY 11209
(718) 748–7411, www.piloarts.com

SERVICES
COSMETIC & LASER CENTER OF BAY RIDGE
9921 4th Avenue, Brooklyn, NY 11209 
(718) 833-2793 or (718) 833-7616 
www.BayRidgeDerm.com
ELITE WEIGHT LOSS
1316 Kings Highway, Brooklyn, NY 11229
(917) 444-3043 
EliteWeightLossNY.com
JOSEPH LICHTER, D.D.S.
1420 Avenue P in Brooklyn
(718) 339-7878
 www.josephlichterdds.co
OMNI DENTAL CARE
313 Kings Highway in Brooklyn
(718) 376-8656 
www.omnidentalcare.com
THE VEIN CENTER OF THE VASCULAR INSTITUTE 
OF NY
Dr. Natalie Marks
960 - 50 Street, Brooklyn, NY 11219
(718) 438-0067 
www.vascularnyc.com

WEDDING CAKES
WHIPPED PASTRY BOUTIQUE-WEDDING CAKES
(718) 858-8088
www.whippedpastryboutique.com

WEDDING EXPOS
BRIDAL AFFAIR
(718) 317–9701, www.bridalaff air.com

WEDDING INSURANCE
TRI-STATE INSURANCE BROKERAGE
610 Crescent Ave., Bronx 10458
277 Tarrytown Rd., White Plains 10602
(718) 618-7666, ww.tsinsbk.com

TO BE INCLUDED IN THIS DIRECTORY CALL (718) 260–8302


