
BY BOB GUILIANO
Hundreds of Jerome Avenue 

residents and activists marched 
through the south Bronx to the 
joint community boards 4 and 5 
hearing on the city’s proposed Je-
rome Avenue rezoning on Wednes-
day, October 4.

Members of the Bronx Coali-
tion for a Community Vision op-
pose plans to rezone their neigh-
borhood. 

Throughout this almost three-
year process, residents have called 
for community participation, hous-
ing affordability, tenant protec-
tions, and safe, career-track jobs.

The community board hearing 

again indicated the community’s 
overwhelming opposition to the 
plan.

NYC’s plan for the rezoning un-
der consideration includes: over 
3,000 units of new housing, 143 
development sites (45 projected, 
98 potential), population increase 
of 11,788 residents, and over 3,705 
new construction jobs.

Without real community 
participation and meaningful 
changes to the plan, this rezoning 
will not uplift residents as Mayor 
de Blasio intends it to, according 
to a news release from the Bronx 
Coalition, adding that it would 
further exacerbate the tale of two 

cities and be a tool for gentrifi -
cation and displacement in the 
south Bronx. 

“This historic 92-block rezon-
ing will forever change the south 
Bronx and in its current form will 
exacerbate displacement pres-
sures on a community countless 
New Yorkers and businesses call 
home,” said Patrick Purcell, exec-
utive director of the Greater New 
York Laborers-Employers Cooper-
ation & Education Trust. 

Purcell said the plan includes 
3,250 apartments which will add 
over 11,000 residents to the Jerome 
Avenue neighborhood and create 
3,700 jobs in the process. 

But it ignores the need for more 
deeply affordable housing in the 
neighborhood and contains little 
to no detail on construction stan-
dards or exactly who will build 
this housing and perform the 
much-needed infrastructure up-
dates to accommodate the popula-
tion increase, he charged.

“Moving forward with a plan of 
this magnitude that has so many 
unanswered questions would not 
only be irresponsible of the city, 
but also unfair to the residents 
that have called this neighborhood 
home for years,” Purcell said.

Unanswered questions include 

BY PATRICK ROCCHIO
A leader in the arts who 

helped a local arts museum grow 
in infl uence has passed. 

Holly Block, who led the Bronx 
Museum of the Arts as an execu-
tive director since July 2006, is 
being remembered around the 
borough as an enthusiastic emis-
sary for the borough institution 
locally and around the world. 

Block passed away on Satur-
day, October 7 after fi ghting can-
cer. She was 58-years-old. 

“A leader in the arts commu-
nity, she earned international 
esteem for her role in steward-
ing the museum and building its 
reputation as a site of innovative 
contemporary art exhibitions, 
cross-cultural dialogue, and 
advocacy for the people of the 
Bronx,” read a statement from 
Bronx Museum. 

The statement continued: 
“The outpouring of condolence 
from across the art community at 
the news of her passing is testa-
ment to her remarkable achieve-
ments in fostering emerging 
and established artists, and in 
serving as a passionate advocate 
for the power of art to promote 
understanding and cultural ex-
change.” 

Before serving as the muse-
um’s executive director, she was 
a curator for the venerable insti-
tution from 1985 to 1988. 

Shirley Solomon, Bronx Mu-
seum’s director of governmental 
and institutional giving, who 
worked with Block since 2006, 
said Block had a great under-
standing of the museum’s mis-
sion in terms of creating and pro-
viding programs to the borough 
community. 

“I think she helped in our 
commitment to our program-
ming, and she helped our com-
mitment to deepening our reach 

BY BOB GUILIANO
Members of a parent action committee are 

planning a forum in the aftermath of a fatal 
stabbing at the Urban Assembly School of Wild-
life Conservation.

Helen Guzman, an organizer with the New 
Settlement Parent Action Committee, said a 
meeting on Tuesday, October 10, will prepare 
the committee for the forum, set to be held on 
Wednesday, October 25. 

Parents and principals from the school dis-
trict will be invited.

The forum will take place at Comprehensive 
Model Project School M.S. 327, 1501 Jerome Ave-
nue, and focus on requesting more school social 
workers for the emotional and social support of 
the students, according to Guzman.

Following the stabbing on Wednesday, Sep-
tember 27, by slaying suspect Abel Cedeno, 18, 
of the victim, Matthew McCree, 15, both stu-
dents at the school, NSPAC organized a ‘heal-
ing circle’ in front of the school.

Parents, restorative justice practitioners, 
and Parent Action Committee organizers par-
ticipated in the healing circle to offer parents 
and community members a space to process 
their thoughts and feelings in the wake of the 
tragedy, and to model the kind of healing cir-
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FORUM PLANNED IN AFTERMATH 
OF FATAL SCHOOL STABBING

A “healing circle” was held in the park in front of the Urban Assembly School of Wildlife Conservation on 
Thursday, September 28. Courtesy photo

Bronx Museum’s 
Holly Block, 
leader in the 

arts, passes away

Protesters march against Jerome Avenue rezoning
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POT of GOLD
Sherbee Antiques is a family-owned business that has been 

serving the tri-state area for over 60 years. 
We buy from the full contents of homes and estates 

to single items. We specialize in high-end goods such as 
antiques, art, fi ne porcelain, lighting, bronzes and sculptures. 

We have particular interest in fi ne jewelry, timepieces, 
diamonds, gold and silver. 

If you call we will come to you, free of charge, and evaluate 
what you are selling. We know the value of your possessions 
and are willing to pay top dollar on the spot. Please feel free 
to call seven days a week for a free same day consultation.

You may be sitting on a large fortune. 
Call Sherbee Antiques. They’ll tell you how much.

CALL TODAY 917-748-7622 OR 718-762-7448 
You’ll be glad you did.

Sherbee  Antiques
Est. 1940

BY ROBERT WIRSING
The Bronx will lend its full 

support to breast cancer sur-
vivors in several boroughwide 
events.

Jacobi Medical Center’s 
Breast Imaging Center offers 
walk-in screening mammo-
grams weekdays from 9 a.m. to 
4 p.m. at Building 6, 3rd Floor 
Room 3D.

Mammograms will be pro-
vided with an order written by 
your doctor and must be a year 
and one day after your last 
mammogram.

Extended hours, by ap-
pointment only, are available 
to 7 p.m. Mondays, Tuesdays, 
Wednesdays and Fridays.

For information, call (718) 
918-4716.

Montefiore Einstein Center 
for Cancer Care will host sev-
eral Bronx Oncology Living 
Daily events for National Breast 
Cancer Awareness Month.

BOLD Mind-Body Support is 
Fridays, October 13, 20 and 27 
from noon to 1:30 p.m. at 1625 
Poplar Street, 2nd Floor Con-
ference Room.

BOLD Crochet Group is 
Mondays, October 16, 23 and 

30 from 10 to 11:30 a.m. at 1625 
Poplar Street, 2nd Floor Con-
ference Room.

BOLD Gentle Yoga will be 
Mondays, October 16, 23 and 30 
from 6:30 to 8 p.m. at 1695 East-
chester Road, 2nd Floor Confer-
ence Room.

Yoga classes at 1625 Poplar 
Street, 2nd Floor Conference 
Room are Thursdays, October 
19 and 26 from 10 to 11:30 a.m.

BOLD Crafts and Jewelry 
Making is Monday, October 16 
from noon to 2 p.m. at 1521 Jar-
rett Place, 2nd Floor Confer-
ence Room B.

BOLD’s ‘Telling Your Life 
Story: A Way to Understand 
Your Past and Take Charge of 
Your Future’ is Monday, Octo-
ber 23 from 11 a.m. to 12:30 p.m. 
at 1521 Jarrett Place, 2nd Floor 
Conference Room B.

BOLD’s Scrapbooking and 
Cardmaking on Monday, Octo-
ber 23 from noon to 2 p.m. and 
its Drum Circle on Tuesday, 
October 24 from noon to 1:30 
p.m. at 1625 Poplar Street, 2nd 
Floor Conference Room.

For information, contact 
(718) 862-8840.

On Friday, October 13 from 

9 a.m. to 2 p.m., St. Barnabas 
Hospital’s Mobile Mammogra-
phy Unit will be stationed at 
Mott Hall Community School 
on 650 Hollywood Avenue. 

The mobile unit provides 
comprehensive breast educa-
tion, on-site mammography for 
women 40-years-old and over, 
diagnostic follow-up services, 
free mammograms for women 
with no insurance and accepts 
most types of health insur-
ance. 

For an appointment, call 
(718) 829-3254 ext. 3242 or email 
DLeidy@schools.nyc.gov.

American Italian Cancer 
Foundation’s Mobile Care 
Clinic offers free digital mam-
mograms and clinical breast 
exams on Friday, October 13 
from 9 a.m. to noon at 1043 
Southern Boulevard.

Women 40-years-old and 
over residing in NYC who have 
not had a mammogram in the 
past year are eligible. 

No co-pays required, deduct-
ibles are waived and uninsured 
patients are welcome at this 
event hosted by Morris Heights 
Health Center and WellCare 
Health Plus.

For an appointment, contact 
(718) 483-1270 ext. 2587 or (877) 
628-9090.

Lincoln Hospital hosts Wear 
Pink Day on Friday, October 
13 from noon to 2 p.m. at 234 E. 
149th Street.

On Saturday, October 14 

from 8 a.m. to 2 p.m., Lincoln 
Hospital offers mammogram, 
pap smear and colorectal 
screenings on the first floor’s 
Room 1A2.

For information, call (718) 579-
5550.

The 15th annual American 
Cancer Society Making Strides 
Against Breast Cancer of the 
Bronx Walk makes tracks Sunday, 
October 15 at 10 a.m. at Orchard 
Beach. Check-in for the walk be-
gins at 8 a.m. at One Orchard 
Beach Road.

The three-mile fundraising 
walk raises awareness, funds re-
search, celebrates survivors and 
honors lost loved ones. 

To register, visit www.making-
strideswalk.org/bronx.

Interested in expressing your 
artistic side? Consider attend-
ing ‘Paint the Night,’ a two-hour 
acrylic painting class hosted by 
the American Cancer Society 
Making Strides Against Breast 
Cancer and Raymour and Flani-
gan on Thursday, October 19 from 
7 to 9 p.m. at 2264 Bartow Avenue.

Tickets are $25 per person and 
must be purchased in advance 
at www.donnierogersart.com/
thirsty-brushes.

Borough offers breast cancer events & resources

(l-r) Jacobi’s Breast Health Center 
staff’s Ladysbelle Garcia, patient navi-
gator; Katsiaryna Falkovich, physician 
assistant; Geraldine Moncion, patient 
navigator; Dr. Maria Castaldi, director; 
Walter Dusseldorp, associate executive 
director of Patient Operations;  Jor-
dana Bailey, chief operating offi cer; 
Cindy Tavarez, patient navigator and 
Dr. Tarek Elrafei, Hematology-Medical 
Oncology division chief. Not pictured: 
Onelie Martinez, RN, breast coordina-
tor. Photo courtesy of Jacobi Medical Center
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cles the group wishes to see 
inside the school. 

At the time, Eliana Ma-
chefsky, school safety or-
ganizer for NSPAC, said, 
“The New Settlement Par-
ent Action Committee is 
deeply saddened to learn of 
(the) tragic stabbing at the 
Urban Assembly School of 
Wildlife Conservation. As 
parents, what we want fi rst 
and foremost - for our own 
children and for the children 
in our community - is safety. 
It is in anguish and sadness 
that we send our prayers to 
the grieving families of the 
Urban Assembly School of 
Wildlife Conservation.”

Machefsky said that 
while many are calling for 
increased police presence 
and metal detectors in the 
school in response to this 
tragedy, the NSPAC main-
tains that these measures 
are merely temporary and 
superfi cial solutions to a 
deep and complex problem. 

“In order for our schools 
to be truly safe, we need re-

storative practices and sup-
port staff,” Machefsky said. 
“We must invest in social 
workers and counselors, 
not police and metal detec-
tors. We must implement re-
storative practices, such as 
community-building circles 
to prevent bullying and vio-
lence, and healing circles to 
support students in process-
ing their trauma in moments 
of tragedy.” 

Machefsky said that 
metal detectors will not pre-
vent violent fi ghts in schools, 
and that anything can be 
made into a weapon if a stu-
dent is feeling trapped and 
desperate. 

But if schools are safe, 
affi rming, and supportive 
environments for young 
people, then violence can be 
eliminated.

In response to the fatal 
stabbing, Urban Youth Col-
laborative released a state-
ment from Bryan Aju and 
Aaron Acevedo, Bronx high 
school students and youth 
leaders with the Urban 
Youth Collaborative, and Ro-

berto Cabanas, Urban Youth 
Collaborative Coordinator.

“We are saddened to our 
core by (the) tragedy at a 
Bronx high school,” the 
statement read. “A young 
person has tragically lost 
(his) life, another has been 
seriously harmed, and an-
other young life will be for-
ever altered.”

The statement also stated 
that the default response 
following tragic incidents 
involving young people in 
communities of color has 
been to prioritize policing 
and incarceration. 

“We can’t return to the 
default responses,” the 
statement read. “Research 
shows the most promising 
strategies for sustaining 
safe and supportive school 
communities is building 
strong relationships be-
tween students and staff 
through the use of restor-
ative practices and increas-
ing the number of guidance 
counselors, social workers, 
and trained mental health 
support staff.”

in our community,” said 
Solomon, adding that 
Block was a “transforma-
tive leader.”

Borough President Ru-
ben Diaz Jr. said he was 
saddened to learn about 
the passing of Block, and 
that she dedicated her life 
to promoting the arts and 
artists from all over the 
world. 

“Holly led the Bronx 
Museum of the Arts and 
its successful growth since 
2006,” said Diaz. “She was 
an enthusiastic represen-
tative of the museum and 
its mission throughout all 
communities in the Bronx, 
the city and abroad.” 

He added that the Bronx 
has a heavy heart with 
loss.  

Bronx Council on the 
Arts, a frequent commu-
nity partner of the mu-
seum, also offered its con-
dolences. 

“The Bronx Council on 
the Arts sends its deepest 
condolences to the family 

and friends of Holly Block 
following her passing, as 
well as to the leadership 
and staff of the Bronx Mu-
seum of the Arts,” read a 
statement from BCA. 

Charlie Vazquez, BCA 
deputy director, said that 

Block worked with the 
BCA’s Bronx Writers Cen-
ter to establish an annual 
literary festival, PEN 
World Voices Festival, that 
draws writers from all over 
the world, including from 
Mexico and Cuba. 

“Holly made it possible 
for PEN World Voices to ex-
pand its programing in the 
Bronx and to collaborate 
to make that happen,” said 
Vazquez.  “This is one of 
the most prestigious liter-
ary festivals in the world, 
and she gave the sign off for 
it having an offi cial Bronx 
home once a year.” 

The museum focuses on 
exhibiting artist and vi-
sual art works from Latin-
American, Asian and Afri-
can visual arts. 

Block wrote a book 
called ‘Art in Cuba: The 
New Generation.’  

Her decision to partner 
with the Cuban govern-
ment was the source of 
some controversy during 
her tenure, according to 
published reports.  
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Holly Block was the long time 
leader of the Bronx Museum. 
 Photo courtesy of the Bronx 
Museum

Bronx Museum’s Holly Block, 
leader in the arts, passes away
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Forum planned in aftermath 
of fatal school stabbing
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Community News Group 
would like to thank 

the Sponsors and Supporters 
of last week’s

Pink Newspapers

Thank you to all our advertisers who participated in these important editions

Their participation helped raise breast cancer awareness in New York
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CARIBBEAN LIFE SUPPORTERS
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BY PATRICK ROCCHIO
St. Barnabas Hospital has 

just made a major new invest-
ment in detecting and fi ghting 
breast cancer and improving 
women’s health. 

The hospital has pur-
chased three new units of 
3-demensional mammogra-
phy machines, one of which is 
currently operational at the 
Fordham medical center. 

St. Barnabas’ mobile mam-
mography van, the only one 
in the borough, will also be a 
benefi ciary of one of the 3-D 
mammography machines, 
said Dr. Bert Petersen, surgi-
cal oncologist and breast can-
cer specialist at the hospital. 

Petersen stood behind 
information provided by St. 
Barnabas that stated studies 
have shown that 3-D mam-
mography detects more than 
40 percent more invasive can-
cers and reduces false posi-
tives by up to 40 percent.

“We know that early detec-
tion is just the best prognostic 

indicator of a woman surviv-
ing breast cancer,” said Pe-
tersen, adding “In real estate 
they say location, location, 
location; in breast cancer we 
say early-detection, early-de-
tection, early-detection.” 

The 3-D mammography 
machines, explained Pe-
tersen, make it possible to 
see through dense breast 
tissue, which is usually 
more prevalent in younger 
women, he said. 

The equipment should 
help medical personnel get 
a better scan of a woman’s 
breast, and help the team 
treating patients to better 
know if a scan is showing a 

positive for cancer, explained 
the doctor. 

It should limit false posi-
tives and spare some women 
unnecessary procedures, as 
well as better point to who 
has to be watched for possible 
cancer, said the doctor.  

The units the hospital pur-
chased also emit very low ra-
diation, he said. 

There is an ‘old wives tale’, 
said Peterson, that radiation 
in screening equipment can 
cause cancer. It is a falsehood 
that he counters with the 
facts. 

The doctor said that ma-
chines are particularly im-
portant for women in under-
served communities in the 
south and central Bronx, 
which the Fordham hospital 
is committed to serving. 

“Since early detection is 
key, the use of technology like 
3-D mammography – which 
allows doctors to see masses 
and distortions associated 
with cancers signifi cantly 
more clearly than with con-
ventional 2-D mammography 
– can play a critical role in 
serving our population,” said 
Petersen. 

Dr. Ruth Cassidy, St. Barn-
abas senior vice president of 
clinical services, said that 
the investment in new tech-
nology should lead to early 
breast cancer detection. 

She said that St. Barna-
bas is committed to continual 
technological improvement 
to enhance women’s health. 

“3-D Mammography and 
3-D breast biopsy is a signifi -

cant technological advance-
ment in the ability to detect 
breast cancer early,” stated 
Cassidy. “The new equipment 
and comprehensive breast 
imaging program St. Barna-
bas has invested in and is 
introducing to our commu-
nity has the ability to detect 
20 percent to 65 percent more 
invasive breast cancers com-
pared to 2-D alone.”

The U.S. Food and Drug 
Administration approves the 
technology as superior specif-

ically for dense breast tissue, 
and she believes it is going to 
have a signifi cant impact on 
women’s health, said Cassidy. 

Cassidy said that the hos-
pital is especially proud to 
launch 3-D breast imagin-
ing during October, which 
is Breast Cancer Awareness 
Month. 

A ribbon cutting cere-
mony will be held on Friday, 
October 20 at the hospital to 
celebrate the new equipment.  
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The new 3D breast screen-
ers should detect 40 percent 
more invasive cancer through 
dense tissue as well as reduce 
false positives, according to St. 
Barnabas Hospital. 
 Photo courtesy of St. Barnabas 
Hospital

Dr. Bert Petersen is the St. Barnabas Hospital chief of breast sur-
gery. Photo courtesy of St. Barnabas Hospital

SBH introduces 3-D mammography 
technology for early detection

BY PATRICK ROCCHIO
One of the borough’s most 

venerable not-for-profi t organiza-
tions that helps small businesses 
and manages affordable housing, 
among other endeavors, has a 
new leader. 

The baton of leadership has 
been passed at SoBRO to Steven 
Brown, who was named the new 
president and CEO of the 45-year-
old organization based in the Hub. 
He replaces Phil Morrow, who left 
in March. 

Until recently Brown, who has 
an extensive experience in non-
profi ts, was the interim president 
and CEO at SoBRO. 

Jean Smith, SoBRO’s chair-
woman, said that Brown is well 
prepared to lead the organization, 
which is doing “great work for the 
residents and small business in 
the Bronx community.” 

“As the organization cele-
brates its 45th anniversary and 
prepares for the next 45 years, 
we believe Steven Brown has the 
experience, business acumen and 
vision to build upon our founda-
tion to bring SoBRO to the next 
level,” said Smith, adding “His 
compassion, authenticity and 
collaborative nature make him a 

perfect fi t for SoBRO as we thrive 
to achieve common goals along-
side nonprofi t, government and 
corporate sector partners.” 

Brown has worked at a plethora 
of non-profi ts, including: Build-
ing Skills NY, which helps people 
in low-income situations obtain 
construction jobs; the Jackie Rob-
inson Foundation that provides 
college scholarships; Greyston 
Foundation, a large non-profi t 
that provides social services and 
housing in Yonkers and New York 
City Housing Partnership. 

Brown believes that his de-
cade-long experience at Greyston 
prepared him well for his new 
role because that organization 
provides a similar array of ser-
vices as SoBRO and has a similar 
and complex fi nancial structure 
like SoBRO’s, he said.  

The focus of SoBRO, which 
originally was business develop-
ment and retention and job cre-
ation in the south Bronx in the 
1970s, has several top priorities 
which he plans to address going 
forward, said Brown. 

For the past 10 to 15 years, the 
organization has been very fo-
cused on affordable housing, as 
well as youth employment and 

programing. 
“We have focused a lot on 

housing, and I think we will con-
tinue to, but we will also focus on 
job retention, commercial and in-
dustrial development and (with 
our partners) on how to prepare 
Bronx residents for 21st century 
jobs.” 

SoBRO’s commitment to fos-
tering small and minority owned 
business development and reten-
tion will not waver, nor will a 
commitment to doing everything 
possible to make sure that higher 
paying jobs that will hopefully be 
coming to the borough are fi lled 
by local people, he said. 

The new president and CEO 
said that for many years, invest-
ment in the borough was publicly 
driven. 

The new wave of private sec-
tor investment in in recent years 
now means that there are new op-
portunities and new challenges, 
he said.  

“We have to be careful that the 
people living here benefi t from the 
incoming investment,” he said. 
“That is a challenge that all non-
profi ts and the public sector have 
to fi gure out how to address.” 

Helping small and minority-

owned businesses will include 
helping them gain and retain ac-
cess to capital, as well as making 
sure they can obtain insurance 

and meet other benchmarks that 
help them be able to compete for 
federal, state and city contracts, 
said Brown. 

Steven Brown named the new president-CEO at SoBRO

Steven Brown has been appointed as new president and CEO of SoBRO. 
 Photo courtesy of SoBRO
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ANTIQUES & ESTATE BUYERS

ANTIQUE & ESTATE BUYERS
We buy anything old. One piece or house full. 

WILL TRAVEL. HOUSE CALLS.

ANTIQUE & ESTATE BUYERS
We buy anything old. One piece or house full. 

WILL TRAVEL. HOUSE CALLS.
WILL TRAVEL

ENTIRE
TRI-STATE!

FREE
Estimates!

We Pay $CASH$ For 
Paintings, Clocks, Watches, 
Estate Jewelry & Fine China, 

From Single Items 
to Entire Estates!
Coin & Stamp Collections

Costume Jewelry
Antique Furniture  Lamps
Bronzes  Paintings  Prints

Chinese & Japanese 
Artwork & Porcelain

Sports Collectibles 
Comic Books  Old Toys  Records
Cameras  Sterling Flatware Sets

HUMMELS & LLADROS

ANTIQUES & ESTATE BUYERS

TOP $ PAID
FOR JUDAICA
COLLECTIBLES

HOUSE
CALLS

MOVING orDOWNSIZING?CALL
US!

Top $ Paid
for Antique

Sterling!

Military
Collections

Wanted
Swords,
Knives,

Helmets, etc.

SEE OUR AD EVERY SUNDAY IN THE POST

SAME DAY  
SERVICE  

AVAILABLE

SERVING BRONX 
AND THE ENTIRE  
TRI-STATE AREA

516-974-6528516-974-6528

WILL TRAVEL. WE MAKE HOUSE CALLS.
1029 WEST JERICHO TURNPIKE, SMITHTOWN, L.I.

HOUSE 
CALLS

ASK FOR CHRISTOPHER
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Bronxites Support Puerto Rico's 
Hurricane Recovery Efforts

The Bronx’ Blue Hats were ready to help Puerto Rico recover from two destructive 
hurricanes. 
 Photo courtesy of William Rivera

DSNY and PREMA members were ready to help Puerto Rico rebuild following the 
hurricanes. 
 Photo courtesy of DSNY

Borough President Ruben Diaz (l) helped move supplies bound for Puerto Rico dur-
ing a donation drive to help the victims of Hurricane Maria in Puerto Rico and the 
earthquake in Mexico City. 
 Photo courtesy of Borough President Ruben Diaz, Jr.’s Offi ce

Assemblyman Luis Sepulveda transported the collected goods from his offi ce to 
buses waiting outside. 
 Photo by Bob Kappstatter

Somos Taino Motorcycle Club collected lifesaving supplies for hurricane ravaged 
Puerto Ricans. 
 Photo by Aracelis Batista

Mark Stagg (c) and company employees loaded a truck with building supplies for 
the Puerto Rico hurricane relief effort. 
 Photo courtesy of Stagg Group
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11th Anniversary  
Awards Dinner  

Thursday, October 19, 2017 
6:00-7:00PM   Full Cocktail Hour 

7:00-9:00PM   Dinner and Reception 
 

Maestro’s Caterers 
1703 Bronxdale Avenue � Bronx, NY 10462 

 

HONORING 
Hon. Jamaal Bailey – New York State Senator, 36th District 
Kathy Zamechansky – President, KZA Realty Group, Inc. 

Shaun D. Francois – President, Local 372 
Jean Hill – President, Tracy Tower Tenant Association 

Brandon Muccino – Principal, P.S.83 
 

Music � Food � Open Bar � Valet Parking 
Ticket price: $125/After Oct. 6th: $150.00     Sponsorship: $300 
���������	
������
�������������	������������������������������	������ � � � ��������
��	�	
� �������
�!	�����"�� 
�

����������	�
�������������� � � � � � � ��������#������#�����������$�
Joseph A. McManus, (718) 644-1841                   LIBERTY DEMOCRATIC ASSOCIATION 
Mcmanus638@aol.com            c/o Joseph McManus 
          1284 Waring Avenue, Bronx, NY 10469 

 
JOURNAL ADVERTISEMENTS DUE OCTOBER 6th  

 

With the generosity of previous dinner attendees, we were able to donate to the following organizations: 
Bronx Provider Consumer Alliance Resource Center, 49th Pct. Explorers, 49th Pct. Community Council, Bronx Jewish 

Community Council, Pelham Parkway Jewish Community Council, Rose Kennedy CERC at Einstein College, Northeast Bronx 
Assn, St. Lucy’s Church, Bedford-Mosholu Community Assn., VISIONS, Bronx Boy Scout Council, Committee for Effective 
Leadership, Allerton Ave Homeowners & Tenant Assn, Morris Park Community Assn., Pelham Pkwy Neighborhood Assn., 
Bronx County Democratic Committee, Chippewa Democratic Club, New York Botanical Gardens, Hispanic Court Officers 

Society, Wildlife Conservation Society-The Bronx Zoo, The Ranaqua Foundation, Ben Franklin Reform Club, Bronx Columbus 
Day Parade Committee, Throggs Neck Benevolent Association, Our Lady of Shkodra Church, PS175 PTA Card Party, Albanian 

American Open Hand Assn, Wounded Warrior Project & Parkside Resident Council. 
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BY BOB GUILIANO
Offi cials with Breaking Ground 

held a ribbon-cutting ceremony at 
its newest affordable apartment 
complex, Park House, on Wednes-
day, October 4.

Park House, 4275 Park Avenue, 
in Tremont, is Breaking Ground’s 
fi rst residence designed for low-in-
come working families with chil-
dren. 

The nearly 244,000-square-foot, 
12-story building has 248 studio, 
one-, two-, and three-bedroom 
apartments.

An adjacent residence, Web-
ster, is under construction and ex-
pected to complement Park House 
in 2018, allowing both structures 
to house 418 families, along with 
a landscaped courtyard and park-
ing for tenants.

Michael Franco, chairman, 
Breaking Ground board of direc-
tors, said he built his career “in 
the world of commercial real es-
tate and I know what it takes to 
create and complete projects that 
add value and improve communi-
ties.”

Kicking off the ceremony, 
Franco said he has been a Break-
ing Ground board member since 
2012, and that an incredible 

amount of work and detail has 
gone into creating the socially in-
clusive housing to help vulnerable 
individuals and families.

Franco said the housing will 
contribute to healthier, more vi-
brant and more inclusive commu-
nities.

“Breaking Ground has done 
this over and over for the past 20 
years and that is exactly what 
Breaking Ground has done here 
at Park House,” Franco said.

“This new residence exempli-
fi es our commitment to develop-
ing affordable housing that can 
transform the lives of families 
who have experienced or are at 
the risk of homelessness. It trans-
forms and improves New York,” 
he said.

Of the 248 units at Park House, 
40 will be permanently affordable 
through NYC’s Voluntary Inclu-
sionary Housing program.

“For decades, Breaking Ground 
has been serving those living on 
the streets through providing 
quality housing with on-site, sup-
ports to build and restore lives,” 
said Brenda Rosen, president of 
Breaking Ground.

“But in response to the city’s af-
fordable housing crisis, we knew 

we had to do more,” she said.
Rosen said the Park House will 

ensure that hundreds of families 
can grow and thrive free from 
worry that their children won’t 
have a safe place to sleep at night.

Housing Preservation and 
Development commissioner Ma-
ria Torres-Springer thanked the 
“many partners on the project, 
who are playing an important 
role in providing the affordable 
housing and supportive services 
that our city’s most vulernable 
populations so deeply need.”

Key partners include NYC 
Housing Development Corpora-
tion, NYC Department of Housing 
Preservation and Development, 
NYS Offi ce of Mental Health, NYC 
Offi ce of Temporary and Disabil-
ity Assistance/Homeless Housing 
Assistance Corporation, Federal 
Home Bank of New York/Astoria 
Bank, Wells Fargo, and JP Mor-
gan Chase Foundation.

COOKFOX Architects partner 
and co-founder Rick Cook, spoke 
about having “the opportunity to 
design healthy, sustainable and 
affordable housing for families. At 
Park House, we created a building 
of depth and substance with beau-
tiful hand-set masonry to rebuild 

the historic street-wall and mend 
an urban block along two impor-
tant avenues in the Bronx.”

Amenities at Park House in-
clude a community space, bicycle 
storage, onsite laundry for resi-
dents and a landscaped court-

yard. 
It is equipped with high per-

formance boilers, energy effi cient 
lighting fi xtures and controls, wa-
ter-saving fi xtures, EnergyStar 
appliances and green roof areas 
with drought-resistant plantings.

Park House now offers affordable apartments

Brenda E. Rosen, Breaking Ground president & CEO, cuts the ribbon at Park House, 
4275 Park Avenue in Tremont, on Wednesday, October 4. (l-r) Benjamin Stacks, 
Brett Hebner, Ian Shrank, Michael Franco, chairman of BG’s board of directors, 
Samuel Roberts, Rick Cook, Rosen, Richard Froehlich, David Picket, and Michael G. 
Johnson. Courtesy of Breaking Ground

BY BOB GUILIANO
The MTA is currently on 

pace to have full ADA com-
pliance in 70 years, but cur-
rently lacks a plan to con-
tinue installing elevators 
at 77 percent of subway sta-
tions, according to Assem-
blyman Jeffrey Dinowitz.

Elected offi cials and tran-
sit and disability advocates 
united in this demand, and 
called for major improve-
ments in the MTA’s current 
elevator maintenance pro-
cedures during an outdoor 
news conference on Thurs-
day, September 28.

The offi cials, who met 
outside the West 231st down-
town IRT 1 train elevator, 
included Dinowitz; City 
Comptroller Scott Stringer; 
Council members Andrew 
Cohen and Ydanis Rodri-
guez; Assemblywoman Car-
men De La Rosa; Monica 
Bartley from the Center for 
Independence of the Dis-
abled, NY; Mel Plaut, pro-
gram analyst from Tran-
sitCenter; and Jaqi Cohen, 

campaign coordinator of 
NY Public Interest Research 
Group’s Straphangers Cam-
paign.

They demanded a con-
crete plan from the MTA to 
achieve 100 percent ADA 
compliance within a reason-
able time period.

Despite the passage of 
the Americans with Disabil-
ities Act in 1990, the city has 
lagged behind other cities in 
meeting ADA compliance 
and has not developed a new 
plan to do so since the Key 
Station Plan was adopted in 
1994, according to Transit-
Center.

“Only 23 percent of sub-
way stations are accessible 
to those who cannot use 
stairs to reach the train 
platforms,” Transit Center 
stated in a news release. 
“This is not only an issue for 
people with disabilities, but 
also for parents with stroll-
ers, seniors who have diffi -
culty with stairs, and people 
traveling with large bags.”

Even when stations do 

have elevators, chronic 
breakdowns and a lack of 
real-time elevator availabil-
ity information leave many 
transit users stranded with-
out any opportunity to plan 
ahead. 

The West 231st Street 
downtown elevator — the 
only ADA accessible station 
that serves the Kingsbridge-
Riverdale area — was out of 
service nearly every other 
day during August, accord-
ing to TransitCenter, add-
ing that the frequent break-
downs of an elevator built 
within the last decade show 
a lack of maintenance.

Dinowitz complained 
about that elevator, citing 
“a preponderance of seniors 
and people who struggle 
with stairs. So when this el-
evator breaks down, people 
are forced to signifi cantly 
alter or even cancel their 
plans for the day. We need to 
both add new elevators at all 
subway stations and make 
sure our existing elevators 
are properly maintained.”

Stringer said: “When we 
allow elevators and escala-
tors to break down, it means 
we aren’t being a city that’s 
truly open and accessible to 
all. We have to do better, and 
we need to plan today for a 
fully accessible MTA tomor-
row.”

Stringer called for the 
MTA to release a roadmap 
to make all stations ADA-
compliant.

“I’m proud to stand with 
Assemblyman Dinowitz and 
all of the advocates in the 
fi ght to make our subways 
accessible to every New 
Yorker,” Stringer said.

Cohen added that it’s nec-
essary “to make sure that 
the elevators at subway sta-
tions are in working order 
and are being maintained. 
It’s a quality of life issue. 
When the elevators are 
down, those with disabili-
ties, seniors, or any who 
have trouble getting around 
are forced to change their 
plans.” 

Offi cials call for ADA compliance at subways

Assemblyman Jeffrey Dinowitz called for the MTA to continue in-
stalling elevators at 77 percent of subway stations. 
 Courtesy photo
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The Bronx’s Italian American pride was on full display at this 
year’s 40th Annual Bronx Columbus Day Parade on Sunday, Oc-
tober 9 in Morris Park. Nearly 100 marching bands, schools and 
community groups marched their way up Morris park Avenue 
which sported a freshly painted red, white, and green median 
as thousands of spectators cheered. The parade was a preface 
to the offi cial Monday, October 10 holiday recognizing Italian ex-
plorer Christopher Columbus who is remembered for discover-
ing the ‘New World’ of the Americas in 1492.

(1) The Air Patrol Eastchester Division carried on despite the rain.
(2) Honorary grand marshal Joanne Rubino and grand marshal Richard Na-
clerio greeted the crowd in style.
(3) Members of Associazione Figli di Castello del Matese traveled from Italy 
to march in the parade.
(4) Paw Patrol’s Marshall, Dory, Minnie Mouse, Pikachu and other fi lm and TV 
characters marched along with Fordham Prep students.
(5) Bronx Miss Columbus Deanna Falciglia was sunshine on a cloudy day as 
she waved to passerbys.
(6) Local elected offi cials including Assemblyman Michael Benedetto (l) and 
Senator Jeff Klein (r) marched in the Columbus Day Parade.
(7) The Port Chester Marching Band marched to the rhythm of their drums.
(8) NYS Comptroller Thomas DiNapoli (r) congratulated parade organizer Tony 
Signorile on another successful year.
(9) Children on the Morris Park Community Association Float enjoyed touring 
the neighborhood.
(10) The Saints Brigade
(11) (l-r) John Marano, Community Board 10 fi rst vice chairman; Al D’Angelo; 
Bronx Miss Columbus Falciglia; grand marshal Naclerio; honorary grand mar-
shal Rubino; Senator Klein; Frank Agovino, MPCA board member and Fr. Robert 
Aufi eri, St. Dominic’s Church pastor                                       Photo by Silvio Pacifi co

(12) Bronx Miss Columbus Falciglia (l) and honorary grand marshal Rubino 
greeted everyone from the stage.
(13) (l-r) Morris Park residents Olivia, Tina and Chloe Cancellieri displayed 
their Italian American pride.
(14) Grand marshal Naclerio (2nd from r) with Morris Park Community Associa-
tion board members (l-r) Silvio Mazzella, Al D’Angelo and Frank Agovino.
                                                                                                   Photo by Silvio Pacifi co

(15) (l-r) Silvio Mazzella, Morris Park Community Association board member; 
Thomas Lucania, Borough President Diaz’s Community Affairs Board Unit and 
Legislative Affairs director; Al D’Angelo, MPCA vice president; Tony Signorile, 
MPCA president; Thomas Messina, representing Congressman Joseph Crow-
ley; Bronx Miss Columbus Deanna Falciglia; honorary grand marshal Joanne 
Rubino and Bronx Parks Commissioner Iris Rodriguez-Rosa.
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THE THROGGS

3602/3604 East Tremont Avenue  

Check Out These
Stores In The

Throggs Neck Mall!

TAILS ARE WAGGIN' AND PETS ARE BRAGGIN'

3604 A E.Tremont Ave.

347-680-5921 347-680-5929
ALL SERVICES BY APPOINTMENT ONLY

$500OFF
WITH COUPON ONLY

AUGUST, SEPTEMBER, OCTOBER SPECIAL
COCKAPOO, POMERANIAN, COCKER SPANIEL
INCLUDES BATH WITH OATMEAL SHAMPOO AND OATMEAL CONDITIONER

HAIR TRIM, NAILS CUT AND EARS CLEANED

$60Starting
At

AMSTERDAM AIR COOLING

212-787-7700

   Commercial $ Residential

    upon request

LUNCH 
SPECIALS

HAPPY 
HOUR

NOW HIRING
Real Estate Agents

Contact:
Maira Fret-Coleman
646-243-7832
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See what the Throggs Neck Mall is all about!
You can sit and dine in our cozy courtyard. NECK MALL

Offi ce/Retail Space Available in the Mall Call 917-232-2375

(2nd Floor) Suite 204

Lessons on all Instruments
Beginners & Intermediate

Repairs, Recordings, Video

Live Bands
Disc Jockeys Available
Call 646-261-0170
    or 646-331-9707
for free consultation or
www.justnutsmusic.net

Want to play an instrument?
Just Nuts Music School

THE STYLIST &
THE BARBER
The Throggs Neck Mall
3602 E. Tremont Avenue
Bronx, NY 10465

718-684-1191

Chair Rental
Looking for stylist, barbers and/or nail tech with a following

Laser Hair Removal 
IPL Facial 

Chemical Peel 
Balayage Brazilian Blowout 
Spring & Summer Special 

We specialize in:
Color Correction 
Hair Extensions 

Stylist: Jen  Barber: JayWOMEN MEN

718-684-1191

50% 
First Color 
ServiceOFF

Mention This Ad
And Receive

10% 

OFF

follow us on Instagram
and Facebook 

COMING SOON-MICRO BLADING
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(l-r) Bob Bieder, 45th Precinct Community Council president; captain Carlos Ghonz, 45th 
Precinct commanding offi cer; Thomas Messina representing Congressman Joseph Crowley; 
Dan Hogle from Senator Jeff Klein’s Offi ce and Senator Jamaal Bailey presented the awards.
 Photo by Silvio Pacifi co

The 45th Precinct Community Council named police offi cer Darren Sukennikoff as Cop of the 
Month during its meeting on Thursday, October 5 at the 45th Precinct. Police offi cer Suken-
nikoff was away on a training exercise and could not attend the meeting. 

SUKENNIKOFF NAMED COP OF THE MONTH

The infant gelada clung to its mother while spending quality time with its parents. 
 Photo by Julie Larsen Maher/WCS

A four-week-old baby gelada has made its public debut at the Bronx Zoo’s Baboon Reserve. 
Native to Ethiopia, the zoo’s gelada group is comprised of one adult male, three adult fe-
males, two juveniles and the infant.

BABY GELADA EXHIBITED AT BRONX ZOO

The NYC Grey Cadets commemorated its 20th anniversary with a party at Eastwood Manor Caterers on Saturday, September 30.

NYC GREY CADETS CELEBRATES 20TH ANNIVERSARY

Colonel Dave Laguer (c) with close associates and friends (l-r) Candelario Rivera, lieutenant 
colonel Kenneth Bosch, Khalil Abdul Wahhab, Kenny Agosto and retired sergeant fi rst class 
Ray Morales. Photo by Silvio Pacifi co

(l-r) NYC Grey Cadet’s lieutenant Manuella Disla, sergeant fi rst class Franhelis Garcia with 
the day’s honorees lieutenant colonel Maria Soto, colonel Dave Laguer and lieutenant colo-
nel Brendaly Figueroa. Photo by Silvio Pacifi co

Jacobi Medical Center staff and volunteers 
partnered with LongLiveNY.org on Wednes-
day, October 4 to educate patients and visi-
tors about the importance of organ dona-
tion. Approximately 20 people registered to 
become donors following the event.

JACOBI PROVIDES 
ORGAN DONATION 

EDUCATION

Jacobi staff and volunteers shared lifesav-
ing information with guests. 
 Photo courtesy of Jacobi Medical Center
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“A Miracle In The Making!” - CBS TV
  One on One Tutoring for K–12th grade
  Below, At or Above Grade Level Students
  LD - ADD - ADHD - Dyslexia - Special Needs
  Your child will read better, faster with greater fluency and comprehension  

   advancing one year every 4–8 weeks
  Grades, confidence and self esteem will soar as they learn to love reading 

   and school
  Your 3, 4, & 5 year old will learn 15–30 words in the 1st session
  No contracts – Open 7 days a week
  FREE Consultation – 35 Years Certified Experience

ACHIEVE  
3 TO 6 YEARS OF  

READING IMPROVEMENT 
IN ONE YEAR!!!

Dicker Reading Method
75 Brook Street, Scarsdale | 914.472.0600 | www.DickerReading.com

CHILDREN AT OR 
BELOW GRADE 

LEVEL WILL BECOME 
THE BEST READERS 

IN THEIR CLASS

WATCH OUR VIDEOS TO LEARN MORE   www.DickerReading.com

SOLVE YOUR CHILD’S 
READING PROBLEM
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(l-r) Haydee Morales, Casita Maria Center executive director; graphic 
novelist Edgardo Miranda-Rodriguez; Gail Heidel, Casita Maria Center 
Creative Arts Programs associated director and Luis Pagan, Casita Maria 
Center Marketing and Media manager. Photo by Silvio Pacifi co

Edgardo Miranda-Rodriguez with some of the enlarged prints from his 
graphic novel. Photo by Silvio Pacifi co

Casita Maria Center for Arts and Education presented ‘Arte de La Borinque-
ña: A Collection of Fine Art Prints’ curated by Edgardo Miranda-Rodriguez, 
writer and creator of the critically acclaimed best-selling graphic novel 
‘La Borinqueña’ on Wednesday, October 4. Proceeds from this exhibit went 
directly toward the Hurricane Irma recovery effort in Loíza, Puerto Rico 
being led by the non-profi t organization La Corporación Se Integra. 

CASITA MARIA EXHIBITS
LA BORINQUEÑA ART

Senator Klein (c) presented a hefty ceremonial check to Project BOOST. 
 Photo courtesy of Senator Jeff Klein’s Offi ce

Senator Jeff Klein announced $856,000 in state funding toward Project BOOST, an academic and cultural enrich-
ment program, at a welcome back dinner on Tuesday, October 3 at F&J Pine Restaurant. A portion of this year’s 
allocation will support an innovative new program where Bronx students can take virtual fi eld trips to a southern 
Florida reptile conservatory.

KLEIN FUNDS PROJECT BOOST FOR 41 SCHOOLS

(l-r) Profess Your Strength’s Dorcas Rodriguez; Jet Blue pilot Leighton Jamieson; Profess Your Strength’s Bev-
erly Telford; Evelyn Turner, Riverbay Fund event coordinator and board member; Sophia Brewster, ‘Profess 
Your Strength’ author and Tyrone Lynch from Jet Blue Airline. Photo by Edwin Soto

Riverbay Fund hosted a free college fair on Saturday, October 7 at Dreiser Loop Auditorium for local elementary, 
middle school and high school students.

RIVERBAY FUND HOSTS COLLEGE FAIR
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BRIDAL FASHION
KLEINFELD BRIDAL SAMPLE STUDIO
123 West 20th Street, New York, NY 10011 
(2nd fl oor across from Kleinfeld Bridal) 
(917) 388-2341 
www.kleinfeldbridal.com/sample-studio

TUXEDOS
TUXEDO WORLD OF STATEN ISLAND
2791 Richmond Avenue, #6, 
Staten Island, NY 10314, (718) 698-4859 
www.tuxedoworldsi.com

CATERING & VENUES
ATLAS STEAKHOUSE
943 Coney Island Avenue 
off  18th Avenue, Brooklyn, NY
(646) 494-7227, www.AtlasSteak.com
BAY RIDGE MANOR
476 76th Street, Brooklyn
(718) 748-8855
www.bayridgemanor.com
CELEBRATE AT SNUG HARBOR
(718) 442-2700 
www.celebrate-snug.com  
events@celebrate-snug.com
EDIBLE ARRANGEMENTS
133-22 Springfi eld Blvd., (718) 528-3344
158-18 Cross Bay Blvd., (718) 848-3344
1357 Fulton Street, (718) 622-3344
1557 Ralph Avenue, (718) 451-3344
www.ediblearrangements.com/
stores/StoreLocator.aspx
GLEN TERRACE
5313 Avenue N, Brooklyn, (718) 252-4614
GRAND OAKS COUNTRY CLUB
200 Huguenot Avenue, Staten Island
(718) 356–2771, www.grandoaksnyc.com
GRAND PROSPECT HALL
263 Prospect Avenue, Brooklyn 
(718) 788-0777, www.grandprospecthall.com
HUNTERS STEAK HOUSE
9404 Fourth Avenue, Brooklyn, NY 11209 
(718) 238-8899
www.HuntersSteakhouse.com
IL FORNETTO
2902 Emmons Avenue in Brooklyn 
(718) 332-8494
www.ilFornettoRestaurant.com

MARBELLA RESTAURANT
220-33 Northern Boulevard 
Bayside, NY 11361, (718) 423-0100 
www.marbella-restaurant.com
PARADISE CATERING HALL
51 Avenue U, Brooklyn, NY 11223
(718) 372-4352 
www.theparadisecateringhall.com
THE PEARL ROOM
8518 - 3rd Avenue
Brooklyn, NY 11209
(718) 833-6666 
www.pearlroombklyn.com
SCHNITZEL HAUS
7319 5th Avenue, Bay Ridge, NY 11029
(718) 836-5600, www.schnitzelhausny.com
ROCCO’S TACOS
339 Adams Street, Brooklyn, NY 11201
(718) 246-8226, roccostacos.net 
SIRICO’S CATERERS
8015-23 13th Avenue, Brooklyn 
(718) 331-2900, www.siricoscaterers.net
SOTTO 13
5140 West 13th Street, New York, NY
(212) 647-1001, sotto13.com
TERRACE ON THE PARK
52-11 111 Street, Flushing, NY 11368 
(718) 592-5000
www.terraceonthepark.com
THE VANDERBILT AT SOUTH BEACH
300 Father Capodanno Boulevard 
Staten Island, NY
(718) 447-0800 
www.vanderbiltsouthbeach.com

FAVORS & INVITATIONS
THE BRONX DESIGN GROUP
2914 Westchester Avenue
Bronx, NY 10461
(718) 409-9874, Ext. 106
danielles@bronxdesign.com
UNFORGETTABLE EVENTS
2049 Flatbush Avenue in Brooklyn, 
(718) 377-4535
FLORISTS
FLORAL FANTASY
3031 Quentin Road in Brooklyn, 
(718) 998-7060 or
(800) 566–8380 
www.fl oralfantasyny.com
FLOWERS BY MASSENET
Jamaica, Queens, NY
(347) 724-7044 
(718) 526-3725
HENRY’S FLORIST
8103 Fifth Avenue in Brooklyn 
(800) 543-6797 or (718) 238–3838 
www.henrysfl oristweddingevents.com
MARINE FLORIST AND DECORATORS
1995 Flatbush Avenue in Brooklyn 
(800) 447-6730 or (718) 338-3600
www.marinefl orists.com

LIMOUSINE SERVICES
MILA LIMOUSINE CORPORATION
(718) 232-8973, www.milalimo.com
ROMANTIQUE/DOUBLE DIAMOND LIMOUSINES
1421-86 Street, Brooklyn, NY, (718) 351-7273
2041-Hylan Boulevard, Staten Island 
(718) 351-7273, www.rddlimos.com
SOPHISTICATED LIMOUSINES
Serving the Tri state area & NJ, (866) 455-5466

PHOTOGRAPHY & VIDEO
FANTASY PHOTOGRAPHY
3031 Quentin Rd., Brooklyn NY,  (718) 998-0949
www.fantasyphotographyandvideo.com
NY PHOTO VIDEO GROUP
1040 Hempstead Tpke, Franklin Square, NY 11010 
(516) 352-3188 www.nyphotovideogroup.com
info@nyphotovideogroup.com
ONE FINE DAY PHOTOGRAPHERS
459 Pacifi c Street, Massapequa Park 
(516) 690–1320
www.onefi nedayphotographers.com

SALONS
PILO ARTS SALON
8412 3 Avenue, Brooklyn, NY 11209
(718) 748–7411, www.piloarts.com

SERVICES
COSMETIC & LASER CENTER OF BAY RIDGE
9921 4th Avenue, Brooklyn, NY 11209 
(718) 833-2793 or (718) 833-7616 
www.BayRidgeDerm.com
ELITE WEIGHT LOSS
1316 Kings Highway, Brooklyn, NY 11229
(917) 444-3043 
EliteWeightLossNY.com
JOSEPH LICHTER, D.D.S.
1420 Avenue P in Brooklyn
(718) 339-7878
 www.josephlichterdds.co
OMNI DENTAL CARE
313 Kings Highway in Brooklyn
(718) 376-8656 
www.omnidentalcare.com
THE VEIN CENTER OF THE VASCULAR INSTITUTE 
OF NY
Dr. Natalie Marks
960 - 50 Street, Brooklyn, NY 11219
(718) 438-0067 
www.vascularnyc.com

WEDDING CAKES
WHIPPED PASTRY BOUTIQUE-WEDDING CAKES
(718) 858-8088
www.whippedpastryboutique.com

WEDDING EXPOS
BRIDAL AFFAIR
(718) 317–9701, www.bridalaff air.com

WEDDING INSURANCE
TRI-STATE INSURANCE BROKERAGE
610 Crescent Ave., Bronx 10458
277 Tarrytown Rd., White Plains 10602
(718) 618-7666, ww.tsinsbk.com

TO BE INCLUDED IN THIS DIRECTORY CALL (718) 260–8302
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BY PATRICK ROCCHIO
What do you do after you have sur-

vived and recovered from breast can-
cer? 

The answer to that question for 
Myrtle Mitchell, a survivor from Wake-
fi eld, is to help other people with their 
healing. 

Mitchell, a retired nurse who went 
through a lumpectomy, chemother-
apy and radiation after her diagnosis 
in 2010, is a volunteer at Montefi ore’s 
Bronx Oncology Living Daily’s Buddy 
Program.

There she provides companion-
ship and encouragement for newly di-
agnosed breast cancer patients at the 
Montefi ore Einstein Center for Cancer 
Care. 

Additionally, she is a part of BOLD’s 
Screening Buddy Program, a Susan G. 
Komen foundation-funded initiative 
that reaches out to women and attempts 
to recall them for diagnostic mammo-
grams if they have not followed up for 
care or may be hesitant to keep appoint-
ments.

According to Montefi ore, after 

Myrtle Mitchell: breast 
cancer survivor helps others 

reaching out to hundreds of women as 
part of BOLD Screening Buddy, she is 
responsible for 67% of the people she 
contacts scheduling and keeping follow 
up appointments. 

She credits strong support form her 
church community, as well as family 
and friends, in her recovery from her 
ordeal. 

“My faith and my faithful commu-
nity was a signifi cant part of my sup-
port,” said Mitchell. “There were peo-
ple praying for me, supporting me and 
if anyone can get that kind of support, I 
think it is a big help.” 

Realizing that others needed en-
couragement was one of the motivating 
factors for her volunteering at BOLD. 

“If my journey could give someone 
else hope and encouragement, it would 
be good,” said Mitchell, adding of the 
BOLD Buddy Program: “Just in case 
there is someone who doesn’t have 
(family), BOLD connects people who 
can in essence become their family.” 

Mitchell said knowing that there 
are people around who are supportive 
can be an essential piece of breast can-

cer patients’ healing and recovery. 
Her own breast cancer journey be-

gan in 2010 when she felt a lump in one 
of her breasts, and Mitchell stresses 
the importance of breast self-exams for 
women. 

“I had already had my mammogram 
six months before and I wasn’t plan-
ning on having another mammogram 
for a year,” she said, recalling her own 
self-exam. 

At the time of her diagnosis in April 
2010, Mitchell said that she experienced 
a range of emotions that ran the gamut, 
including peril, fear and sadness. 

The cancer had spread to 14 lymph 
nodes near her breast that were re-
moved during a lumpectomy. This was 
followed by chemotherapy and then ra-
diation, ending in February 2011. 

“The hardest part was total exhaus-
tion from chemotherapy,” said Mitch-
ell, who returned to her work as a pe-
diatric nurse manager at Montefi ore’s 
Family Care Center at its Moses cam-
pus in March 2011. 

One of the things that she takes 

away from the experience is that life 
continues after a breast cancer diagno-
sis and it can be an opportunity to help 
others in a meaningful way. 

“It is not the end of the world once 
you get this diagnosis,” she said. “Your 
life will continue.”

Right now, Mitchell is cancer free, 
with her latest MRI and mammogram 
totally clean. 

Myrtle Mitchell survived breast cancer and 
is now cancer free. She volunteers with a 
group that supports newly diagnosed breast 
cancer patients by offering companionship. 
 Photo courtesy of Montefi ore

BY BOB GUILIANO
Bronxite Michael Singer’s journey 

began back in December 2010 when he 
was diagnosed with male breast cancer 
at age 50.

“This December I will be a seven-
year-survivor of breast cancer,” Singer 
told the Bronx Times Reporter. 

“I was diagnosed at age 50 with ductal 
carcinoma in situ,” he said. “As a male, 
I never checked myself and ignored the 
issues I was having for several months 
until I went for a routine exam and men-
tioned this issue to my doctor.”

Singer’s full story is told on the Male 
Breast Cancer Coalition website: http://
malebreastcancercoalition.org.  

“Recently I worked with my local 
assemblyman, Michael Benedetto, and 
with guidance from Cheri Ambrose of 
the MBCC, I was able to get a proclama-
tion signed by NY Governor Andrew 
Cuomo recognizing the third week of 
October as Male Breast Cancer Aware-
ness Week in New York State,” Singer 
said.

Singer is now a patient advocate and 
attends many cancer conferences, such 
as San Antonio Breast Cancer Sympo-
sium, the American Society of clinical 
Oncology, and several events sponsored 
by the American Cancer Society in the 
Bronx, where he gets to meet scientists 
working at Montefi ore Hospital. 

“Last year I was asked to be an Am-
bassador for the Real Men Wear Pink of 

NYS proclamation promotes male breast cancer awareness

the Bronx, sponsored by the American 
Cancer Society making Strides against 
Breast Cancer,” Singer said. 

“This is important to me because I 
lost my sister to metastatic breast can-
cer two years before I was diagnosed, 
and the ACS is doing so much for the 
breast cancer community through its 
research programs and community out-

reach programs. So this is an opportu-
nity to give back and help raise aware-
ness to breast cancer.”

In December 2010, upon seeing Dr. 
Joseph Bonanno for an annual fi tness 
evaluation for his job as a facility main-
tenance manager for the federal govern-
ment, Singer mentioned that he felt a 
cyst under his left nipple.  

Bonanno, a Bronx doctor, referred 
Singer to a local surgeon, Dr. Anibal 
Puente, for a needle biopsy. 

When Puente could not draw enough 
fl uid, Puente scheduled Singer for a 
surgical biopsy the following day at 
Westchester Square Hospital.

When Singer got his biopsy results, 
he learned that a 2.2 cm tumor had been 
removed and tested positive for cancer. 

The diagnosis was Invasive Ductal 
Carcinoma and Ductal Carcinoma in 
Situ. 

Singer was scheduled for surgery 
fi ve days later, to have a mastectomy of 
his left breast. 

“My wife provided me with as much 
love and support as humanly possible 
and if it wasn’t for her this whole jour-
ney would have been unbearable,” 
Singer recalled.

Singer woke up in recovery bandaged 
like a mummy and in so much pain. 

The surgeon came in and told him 
everything went well. 

The next day he went home with 23 
staples, two drainage bottles hanging 

Michael Singer, a male breast cancer survi-
vor, travels to give motivational speeches 
on the topic, advising men to get their an-
nual physicals and be aware of any lumps in 
the breast area. The third week in October 
each year has been proclamed Male Breast 
Cancer Awareness Week in New York State. 
 Courtesy photo

from his chest and his left breast re-
moved. 

“My ultimate goal is to spread the 
word that men can get breast cancer 
too,” Singer said. “Men must check their 
breasts routinely, as early detection can 
be a key to surviving this horrible dis-
ease.”

Brett Miller, a survivor of male breast can-
cer, lost his right breast to the disease. 
Afterward, he founded the international or-
ganization of survivors, Male Breast Cancer 
Coalition, website: http://malebreastcancer-
coalition.org. Courtesy photo
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how housing affordability and labor standards 
for the workers building the new housing ig-
nores the needs of Jerome Avenue residents and 
their opposition to the rezoning in its current 
form, according to Barrie Smith, president of 
100 Black Construction Workers. 

“While we are still at the start of the land-
use process, tonight’s community board hear-
ing again shows our overwhelming opposition 
to this rezoning,” Smith said. “I cannot urge the 
city enough to listen to local residents and learn 
about what the community really needs.”

The Jerome Avenue rezoning has the poten-
tial to positively impact the lives of community 
residents, yet the current proposal falls far 
short, according to Joseph Geiger, of NYC & Vi-
cinity District Council of Carpenters.

“If the city truly cared about improving the 
lives of its residents, the plan would call for the 
creation of quality, career-track jobs and true 
affordable housing,” Geiger said. “We call on 
the administration to amend their proposal to 
refl ect the real needs of the community.”

Also, the rezoning will bring drastic change 
according to Xochilt Herrera, a tenant leader of 
Northwest Bronx Community & Clergy Coali-
tion. 

“It will change lives and the environment,” 
Herrera said. “It will affect all the people cur-
rently living along Jerome Avenue and not ben-
efi t them.” 
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Call
718.260.2555

..to advertise 
your business in our 

Classifi ed Section 
and get.. 

Real Results!

from Page 1

Protesters march against Jerome Avenue rezoning

Two members of Laborers Local 79, and also neighborhood residents,  Adgenis Aquino, left, and Armando 
Armanin, hold a sign saying “Unionize all buildings built in NYC” during a march by the Bronx Coalition For 
A Community Vision over the Jerome Avenue Neighborhood Plan on Wednesday, October 4. Photo by Robert 
Tiburzi

To begin the 2017 – 2018 aca-
demic year, 1,400 students from 
Cardinal Spellman High School, 
accompanied by the administra-
tion, faculty, and staff, gathered 
together in September for the 
annual Mass of the Holy Spirit, 
held at the start of each new 
school year. 

The principal celebrant this 
year was Father Peter Pilsner, 
director of Spiritual Activities, 
who was joined by Father James 
O’Shaughnessy, Father John 
Kraljic, and from the Francis-
can Friars of the Renewal Fa-
ther Luke Leighton C.F.R. and 
Brother Pierre Toussaint C.F.R., 
who assisted in the celebration 
of the Mass.

Immediately following the 

Spellman begins new year with Mass
Mass, the newly-elected Student 
Body president Likai Flemming 
and Vice-President Kevin Agy-
apong were administered the 
oath of office by Daniel O’Keefe, 
president and principal of Car-
dinal Spellman. 

In the upcoming school year, 
the president and vice president, 
together with the Executive 
Committee of Student Govern-
ment, will organize and coordi-
nate various school-wide events 
and activities

Events and activities will in-
clude International Culture Day, 
Give a Gift at Christmas time 
for children in the community, 
Candy Grams for Valentine’s 
Day, Teacher Appreciation Day, 
and school dances.

Student Government Executive Committee (l-r) Daniel O’Keefe, president and principal of Cardinal Spellman; Brian Doan, 
treasurer; Amaya Medina, parliamentarian; Alyssa Gutierrez, sergeant at arms; Likai Flemming, president; Kevin Agyapong, 
vice president; Lina Cheung, secretary; Bijou Smith, sergeant at arms; Samantha Justiniano, chief justice; Cristina Rosado, 
moderator of Student Govt.; Maria Piri, assistant principal; and Deirdre Gibbons, moderator of Student Activities.  

BY THOMAS X. CASEY 
The City Island Theater Group 

and The Huntington Free Library 
will present a free staged reading 
of American playwright Arthur 
Miller’s  ‘A View from the Bridge,’ 

through a generous grant from 
the Bronx Council on the Arts.   

 The Play is a one-act verse 
drama, circa 1950s on the Brook-
lyn waterfront.  

The play, directed by CITG 

president, Nick Sala, follows the 
cataclysmic downfall of long-
shoreman Eddie Carbone, and his 
wife, Beatrice, and niece, Cath-
erine.  

His life is interrupted with the 

arrival of Beatrice’s cousins, il-
legal immigrants from Italy, and 
embark on a romance with Cath-
erine.  Eddie’s envy and delusion 
plays out with devastating conse-
quences for himself, his family 

and the whole community.  
The performance is at the 

Huntington Free Library at 9 
Westchester Square, on Saturday 
October 21, at 4 p.m.,, with discus-
sion and refreshments to follow.

‘A View from the Bridge’ at Huntington Free Library
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TOP DRIVER DISTRACTIONS
ADVERTORIAL

Using mobile phones
Leading the list of the 

top distractions behind the 
wheel are mobile phones. 
Phones now do more than 
just place calls, and driv-
ers often cannot pull away 
from their phones, even 
when driving. According to 
the California Department 
of Motor Vehicles, studies 
have shown that driving 
performance is lowered 
and the level of distraction 
is higher for drivers who 
are heavily engaged in cell 

phone conversations. The 
use of a hands-free device 
does not lower distraction 
levels. The percentage of 
vehicle crashes and near-
crashes attributed to di-
aling is nearly identical 
to the number associated 
with talking or listening. 

Daydreaming
Many people will admit 

to daydreaming behind 
the wheel or looking at a 
person or object outside of 
the car  for too long. Per-

haps they’re checking out 
a house in a new neighbor-
hood or thought they saw 
someone they knew on the 
street corner. It can be easy 
to veer into the direction 
your eyes are focused, caus-
ing an accident. In addition 
to trying to stay focused on 
the road, some drivers pre-
fer the help of lane depar-
ture warning systems.

Eating
Those who haven’t quite 

mastered walking and 

chewing gum at the same 
time may want to avoid 
eating while driving. The 
majority of foods require a 
person’s hands to be taken 
off of the wheel and their 
eyes to be diverted from the 
road. Reaching in the back 
seat to share some French 
fries with the kids is also 
distracting. 

Try to eat meals before 
getting in the car. For 
those who must snack 
while en route, take a 
moment to pull over at 

a rest area and spend 10
minutes snacking there 
before resuming the
trip.

Reading
Glancing at an adver-

tisement, updating a Fa-
cebook status or reading
a book are all activities 
that should be avoided 
when driving. Even pour-
ing over a traffic map or 
consulting the digital 
display of a GPS system 
can be distracting.


