
BY BOB GUILIANO
The Morris Heights Post Of-

fi ce was renamed for Dr. Roscoe 
C. Brown Jr. during a ceremony 
hosted by Congressman Jose Ser-
rano on Wednesday, September 
20.

Serrano was joined by former 
Mayor David Dinkins, Borough 
President Ruben Diaz Jr., Sena-
tor Gustavo Rivera, Assemblyman 
Victor Pichardo, Council member 
Vanessa L. Gibson, and Bronx 
postmaster Lilliam Rodriguez.

“By renaming the Morris 
Heights Post Offi ce in his honor we 
have ensured his life and legacy is 
rightly honored and remembered 
for generations to come,” Serrano 
said, adding that Brown dedicated 
his life to serving his country and 
helping others achieve greater op-
portunities.

“He was an African-American 
trailblazer, a hero in every sense 
of the word, and a source of pride 
for all,” Serrano said. “His valiant 

BY BOB GUILIANO
A press conference Sunday, 

September 24, announcing the 
kickoff of a Bronx relief drive for 
people of the Caribbean islands 
devastated by recent hurricanes, 
was among several local relief ef-
forts.

Councilman Andy King was 
joined by other elected offi cials, 
including Congressman Eliot En-
gel at Crawford Memorial United 
Methodist Church, 3757 White 
Plains Road, for the conference. 

Donations of canned foods, 
gently worn clothing, fl ashlights, 
batteries, items for babies, fi rst-
aid supplies, blankets, and shoes 
were accepted. 

That relief drive is sponsored 
by the New York CaribNews, ac-
cording to Stephannia Cleaton, 
communications director for 
King.

In a related effort, Assem-
blyman Mark Gjonaj, Senator 
Jeff Klein, Congressman Joseph 
Crowley and Assemblyman Mi-
chael Benedetto organized a dona-
tion relief for Puerto Rico, Mexico 
and the Caribbean Islands.

Items being collected include 
water, toiletries, fl ashlights, bat-
teries, sanitary products, baby 
products, fi rst aid kits, new blan-
kets, new towels, canned goods.

Drop offs may occur until Fri-
day, September 29, at the follow-
ing locations:

• Gjonaj’s district offi ce, 1126 
Pelham Parkway South, 9 a.m. – 6 
p.m. 

• Gjonaj and Klein’s campaign 
offi ce, 2018 Williamsbridge Road, 
10 a.m. – 4 p.m.

• Klein’s district offi ce, 1250 
Waters Place, 10 a.m. – 4 p.m.

• Crowley’s Bronx district of-

BY PATRICK ROCCHIO
Community and business 

leaders in Waterbury-LaSalle 
are seeking to resurrect an old 
idea that could ease the parking 
crunch in their community. 

The decades-old idea to deck 
over a portion of the Bruckner 
Expressway for use for parking, 
which the Waterbury-LaSalle 
Community Association had 
called for in the past, is being ad-
vocated for once again. 

Mary Jane Musano and An-
drew Chirico, both of the WLCA 
and both Community Board 10 
members, said that they have sub-

mitted a capital budget request 
to CB 10 for a potential decking 
project that would cover over the 
expressway along Bruckner Bou-
levard from Hollywood to Revere 
avenues. 

The request was made as part 
of CB 10’s annual capital and ex-
pense budget request process, 
confi rmed Matt Cruz, CB 10 dis-
trict manager. 

They have made similar re-
quests for years, they said, as had 
a precursor organization to the 
Throggs Neck Merchants Asso-
ciation. 
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Group pushes Bruckner 
Boulevard idea to add parking

CB 10 DECKING 
PLAN SUGGESTED

Bronx 
hurricane 

relief efforts 
underway

Morris Heights PO named 
for Dr. Roscoe Brown, Jr.

Patriotic Service
Congressman Joseph Crowley, Senator Jeff Klein and assembly 
members Michael Benedetto and Mark Gjonaj donated 100 Ameri-
can fl ags to the Throggs Neck Memorial American Legion Post 1456 
on Wednesday, September 20 for the post’s annual Veterans’ Day 
Parade. Anthony Ferrara (l) and Phil Hanlon held some of the fl ags 
donated by the elected offi cials.    Photo by Aracelis Batista
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VISIT TODAY CALL 914-461-9208   WWW.MAPLE-FIELDS.COM 

PRICEDIN MID$200s

PPPPPR

WHY RENT WHEN YOU CAN OWN FOR THE SAME PRICE!N YOU CAN O

914 461 9208 WWW M
OVER 80% SOLD OUT

New Townhomes
• Magnificiant Clubhouse
• Outdoor Pool
• Basketball Court
• Tot Lot

• 3 Bedrooms
• 2.5 Baths
• 1 or 2 Car Garage
• Finished Basement*

*available per plan

POT of GOLD
Sherbee Antiques is a family-owned business that has been 

serving the tri-state area for over 60 years. 
We buy from the full contents of homes and estates 

to single items. We specialize in high-end goods such as 
antiques, art, fi ne porcelain, lighting, bronzes and sculptures. 

We have particular interest in fi ne jewelry, timepieces, 
diamonds, gold and silver. 

If you call we will come to you, free of charge, and evaluate 
what you are selling. We know the value of your possessions 
and are willing to pay top dollar on the spot. Please feel free 
to call seven days a week for a free same day consultation.

You may be sitting on a large fortune. 
Call Sherbee Antiques. They’ll tell you how much.

CALL TODAY 917-748-7622 OR 718-762-7448 
You’ll be glad you did.

Sherbee  Antiques
Est. 1940

BY BOB GUILIANO
The Bronx Hub was 

named the recipient of a 
prominent development 
award.

Governor Cuomo an-
nounced on Wednesday, Sep-
tember 20, that the Bronx 
Civic Center neighborhood 
will receive $10 million in 
funding and investments as 
the New York City winner 
of the second round of the 
Downtown Revitalization 
Initiative. 

As in the fi rst round of 
the DRI, one downtown from 
each of the state’s 10 regional 
economic development re-
gions is selected as that re-
gion’s DRI winner and will 
benefi t from $10 million in 
state investment to revital-
ize the area, according to 
Cuomo’s offi ce. 

The state goal targets 
$100 million in funding and 
investments to help com-
munities identify catalytic 
downtown projects to boost 
the local economy. 

“Downtown revitaliza-
tion is critical to strengthen-
ing our communities, driv-
ing business growth, and 
attracting and retaining the 
next generation of leaders in 
New York,” Cuomo said. 

These investments in the 
Bronx will establish a foun-
dation for growth through-
out the region and provide 
stronger communities for 
generations, according to 
Cuomo.

The Bronx Civic Center 

neighborhood includes the 
area bounded by 144th Street 
on the south, 165th Street on 
the north, the Harlem River 
on the west and St. Ann’s 
Avenue/East-Third Avenue 
on the east. 

Weighing the award’s 
eight criteria, the New York 
City Regional Economic De-
velopment Council reviewed 
the Bronx proposal for 
downtown revitalization, 
together with the proposals 
from other participant com-
munities from the New York 
City region, before recom-
mending the Bronx Civic 
Center neighborhood as its 
nominee for winner:

• The downtown should 
be compact, with well-de-
fi ned boundaries;

• The municipality, or the 
downtown’s catchment area, 
should be of suffi cient size 
to support a vibrant, year-
round downtown;

• The downtown is able 
to capitalize on prior or 
catalyze future private and 
public investment in the 
neighborhood and its sur-
rounding areas;

• There should be recent 
or impending job growth 
within, or in close proxim-
ity to the downtown that 
can attract workers to the 
downtown, support redevel-
opment and make growth 
sustainable;

• The downtown must 
be an attractive and livable 
community for diverse popu-
lations of all ages, including 

existing residents, millenni-
als and skilled workers;

• The municipality 
should already embrace or 
have the ability to create 
and implement policies that 
increase livability and qual-
ity of life, including the use 
of local land banks, modern 
zoning codes and parking 
standards, complete streets 
plans, energy effi cient proj-
ects, green jobs, and transit-
oriented development; 

• The municipality 
should have conducted an 
open and robust commu-
nity engagement process re-
sulting in a vision for down-
town revitalization and a 
preliminary list of projects 
and initiatives that may be 
included in a DRI strategic 
investment plan;

• The municipality has 
identifi ed transformative 
projects that will be ready 
for implementation with 
an infusion of DRI funds 
within the fi rst one to two 
years.

The Bronx Civic Center 
neighborhood second-round 
DRI win entitles the area to 
benefi t from $10 million in 
state funding and invest-
ments that will revitalize 
the area and generate new 
opportunities for long-term 
growth. 

The Bronx Civic Center 
neighborhood now joins Ja-
maica, Queens, which was 
the New York City region’s 
winner in the fi rst DRI 
round.

Bronx Civic Center to receive 
$10 million state grant

Governor Andrew M. Cuomo announces the Bronx Civic Center neighborhood in the South Bronx will 
receive $10 million in funding and investments as the New York City winner of the second round of the 
Downtown Revitalization Initiative. Courtesy of Governor Cuomo’s offi ce



3
      B

R
O

N
X

 W
E

E
K

L
Y

 O
c

t
o

b
e

r
 1

, 2
0

1
7

 
w

w
w

.B
X

T
im

e
s

.c
o

m

“A Miracle In The Making!” - CBS TV
  One on One Tutoring for K–12th grade
  Below, At or Above Grade Level Students
  LD - ADD - ADHD - Dyslexia - Special Needs
  Your child will read better, faster with greater fluency and comprehension  

   advancing one year every 4–8 weeks
  Grades, confidence and self esteem will soar as they learn to love reading 

   and school
  Your 3, 4, & 5 year old will learn 15–30 words in the 1st session
  No contracts – Open 7 days a week
  FREE Consultation – 35 Years Certified Experience

ACHIEVE  
3 TO 6 YEARS OF  

READING IMPROVEMENT 
IN ONE YEAR!!!

Dicker Reading Method
75 Brook Street, Scarsdale | 914.472.0600 | www.DickerReading.com

CHILDREN AT OR 
BELOW GRADE 

LEVEL WILL BECOME 
THE BEST READERS 

IN THEIR CLASS

WATCH OUR VIDEOS TO LEARN MORE   www.DickerReading.com

SOLVE YOUR CHILD’S 
READING PROBLEM



fi ce, 3219 East Tremont Av-
enue 10 a.m. – 4 p.m.

• Benedetto’s district 
offi ce, 3602 E Tremont Av-
enue, Suite 201, 10 a.m. – 4 
p.m.

• Sam Young Post — 
American Legion, 1530 
Hutchinson River Parkway 
10 a.m. – 4 p.m.

A Bronx organiza-
tion called Virgin Islands 
Freshwater Yankees Asso-
ciation Inc., operating out 
of Tracey Towers, 40 W. Mo-
sholu Parkway South, plans 
a fundraiser on Thursday, 
October 19, at Eastwood 
Manor, 3371 Eastchester 
Road, according to Helen 
Newton, president.

Newton, a Tracey Tow-
ers resident, said manage-
ment has allowed her to use 
the site for meetings and 
items being dropped off for 
packing boxes to go to the 
Virgin Islands. 

Newton’s daughter  
has an arrangement with 
United Airlines to airlift 
the goods to the various lo-
cations. They have over 100 
boxes that are ready to go.

Another Bronx group, 
Emergency Rights NYC, 337 
East 138th Street, located 
between Willis and Alex-
ander avenues, is collect-
ing donations from 9 a.m. - 9 
p.m. through Saturday, Sep-
tember 30.

Emergency Rights vol-
unteers have been collect-
ing clothing, non-perish-

able food, diapers, formulas, 
medicines and fi rst aid sup-
plies for those affected by 
the hurricanes.

In addition, Council 
member Mark Levine, As-
semblyman Marcos Cre-
spo, and Eric S. Goldstein, 
CEO, UJA-Federation of 
New York announced they 
would be sending 200 mo-
bile power generators for 
distribution to community-
based service organiza-
tions and urgently needed 
medicines, including teta-
nus vaccines and insulin.

 The initial shipment of 
relief items was purchased 
by UJA to aid the hurricane 
ravaged islands of Puerto 
Rico, the Virgin Islands, 
and other parts of the Ca-
ribbean, according to Jake 
Sporn, communications di-
rector for Levine.

“The island of Puerto 
Rico is in dire need of help 
and I’m proud to stand 
side-by-side with my col-
leagues in government, 
the nonprofi t community, 
and everyday New York-
ers who support us to help 
answer that call,” said Cre-
spo, chairman of the Bronx 
Democratic Committee and 
SOMOS el Futuro. 

Levine, chairman of the 
Council’s Jewish Caucus 
said, “The ties between the 
Jewish and Puerto Rican 
communities in New York 
have been deep for genera-
tions, and so the devasta-
tion on the island hits New 

Yorkers as if it were a mem-
ber of our own family suf-
fering.” 

The destruction in 
Puerto Rico caused by Hur-
ricane Maria has left the is-
land without power and in 
desperate need of medical 
supplies and generators. 

Goldstein said, “UJA 
and the New York Jewish 
Community are grateful to 
New York’s elected offi cials 
for their efforts to help the 
communities ravaged by 
the recent hurricanes.”

On the city level, Mayor 
de Blasio, City Council 
Speaker Melissa Mark-
Viverito, and NYC Emer-
gency Management Com-
missioner Joseph Esposito 
announced efforts the city 
is making to help with the 
recovery. 

In addition to deploy-
ing 36 members of the Ur-
ban Search and Rescue 
New York Task Force 1 to 
Puerto Rico, the city is also 
deploying NYC Emergency 
Management employees 
with expertise in logistics, 
debris management, opera-
tions, and recovery to San 
Juan to assist in Puerto Ri-
co’s Emergency Operations 
Center, according to a City 
Hall press release.

“We’ve deployed person-
nel and now we are stepping 
up to do more,” said de Bla-
sio. “New York City stands 
with Puerto Rico and will 
do everything possible to 
help with recovery.”

According to Chirico, 
the group also informed 
elected offi cials, via letter, 
that they were interested 
in the measure to coun-
ter what they described as 
many years of overdevel-
opment in the Pelham Bay 
and Waterbury-LaSalle 
communities that caused a 
parking situation in com-
mercial areas. 

Musano said that the ad-
dition of 21 classrooms to 
P.S. 14, expected to be ready 
for students in September 
2018, is likely to make a bad 
traffi c situation on Holly-
wood and Crosby avenues 
during pick up and drop off 
times on school days much 
worse. 

The way things cur-
rently stand, sometimes 
school buses and emer-
gency vehicles cannot pass 
near the school at busy 
times, said Musano. 

“Now it is a safety is-
sue,” she said. “The situ-
ation we are going to face 

is double the parents and 
school buses, and it is dan-
gerous now.” 

Musano sees a lot of 
potential upside in deck-
ing over a small portion of 
Bruckner Expressway for a 
public parking lot. 

“It would help with 
noise and pollution, which 
the school community 
complains a lot about, and 
it would ease the parking 
situation, while providing 
access for emergency vehi-
cles,” said Musano. 

She added, noting that 
there are a number of va-
cant business along the path 
of the expressway: “The 
merchants along Bruckner 
Boulevard and East Trem-
ont Avenue would be helped 
because we could put addi-
tional parking there.” 

She said that she be-
lieves the extra parking 
would also benefi t St. Bene-
dict’s Church and School. 

“I know it is expensive, 
but they fi nd the money for 
other things they want do,” 

she said of the powers that 
be in the city, state and fed-
eral governments. “They 
should fi nd the money for 
this because now it is a 
safety issue.” 

Chirico said that the 
group is looking for a local 
elected offi cial to advocate 
for the project and make it 
a priority. 

Chirico said that judg-
ing by the area, he believes 
that it could hold upwards 
of 100 vehicles. 

According to a Bronx 
Times article from 2009, a 
similar plan had been ad-
vocated for by a local busi-
ness owner along Bruckner 
Boulevard several times go-
ing back decades, yet never 
came to fruition. 

Bob Jaen, Throggs Neck 
Merchants Association 
president, said that gener-
ally speaking, he believes 
that lack of parking is a 
top issue, and anything 
that can be done to ease the 
parking crunch in the com-
munity would be welcome. 
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Community Board 10 
decking plan suggested

Members of the Waterbury LaSalle Community Association believe that decking over I-95, seen here 
along Bruckner Boulevard between Logan and E. Tremont Avenue, would be a good idea.  
                                      Community News Group / Patrick Rocchio

Bronx hurricane relief 
efforts underway 

The Bronx Times On-Line
Your world is 24/7... NOW so are we.

YOUR NEIGHBORHOOD - YOUR NEWS



BY BOB GUILIANO
A local businessman who 

bought the former Jake LaM-
otta house on Pelham Park-
way North recalled memo-
ries of the Bronx boxer who 
passed away recently in Flor-
ida.

LaMotta’s daughter, 
Christi LaMotta, announced 
his passing on her Facebook 
page, “My father, Jake LaM-
otta July 10, 1922 – September 
19, 2017 – Rest in Peace Pop.”

Christi, who pointed out 
that her dad was champ in 
1951 and she was born in 1952, 
wrote “God bless you Jake 
LaMotta and now you’re in 
Heaven with the love of your 
life, my beloved mother Vikki 
and your sons, my brothers 
Jack and Joe LaMotta.”

Wishing to remain anony-
mous and preferring not to 
give out the specifi c address 
so people don’t come knock-
ing on the door, the busi-

nessman actually bought the 
house from Ben Moss.

Moss, who had a produce 
business in Hunts Point mar-
ket, had purchased the house 
directly from the late boxer.

During LaMotta’s era, the 
major boxing arena for profes-
sional fi ghts in the Bronx was 
the New York Coliseum, pop-
ularly known as the Bronx 
Coliseum, according to the 
Bronx County Historical So-
ciety Journal, http://www.
houlihanparnes.com/press_
releases/in_the_news-5.pdf.

He fought his fi rst fi ght 
there in 1933.

Later used as a NYC bus 
garage and then subsequently 
torn down, the coliseum was 
just south of West Farms 
Square, on the north side of 
the Cross Bronx Expressway.

LaMotta, also known as 
‘The Bronx Bull,’ Tami Mau-
riello and Barney Ross (the 
last Lightweight and Welter-

weight champion during the 
1930s) fought at the Bronx 
Coliseum.

Moss’s daughter, Fran-
cine Moss Glansrach, was 
the third wife to Alexander 
‘Sandy’ Farkas, who ran the 
Alexander’s department store 
chain founded by his father, 
George Farkas, in 1928.

The local businessman, 
who bought LaMotta’s house 
from Moss, razed it and built 
a new house on the site, said 
he “never met LaMotta in 
person, although I did see 
him once when he was doing 
a comedy act in a club in the 
city.”

“His comedy act was ter-
rible!,” he recalled. “He starts 
out, he says, ‘You know, my 
fi rst wife, Boom! Boom! I hit 
her twice and I knocked her 
out! My second wife, Boom! 
Boom! All he did was say 
Boom! Boom!”

He recalled that LaMotta’s 

ex-wife, Vikki, who had ap-
peared in Playboy magazine, 
was the spousee who lived in 
the house with LaMotta on 
Pelham Parkway.

“He really beat her (Vikki) 
bad,” he said, recalling that 
the actress Cathy Moriarty 
portrayed Vikki in the movie, 
‘Raging Bull.”

Another tie that LaMotta 
had to the Bronx was his re-
ported fi nancial interest in 
the former Il Boschetto res-
taurant, 1660 E. Gun Hill 
Road, which is now Caridad 
& Louie.

LaMotta also put his 
name on a spaghetti sauce, 
called ‘Jake LaMotta’ sauce, 
according to the business-
man.

According to LaMotta’s 
website, http://www.rocket-
scientists.com/sites/LaM-
otta.htm, LaMotta called it 
‘Tomatta Sauce Marinara, 
the Sauce of Champions.’

The site introduces it as 
“LaMotta’s Tomatta Sauce’ 
made with the fi nest all-natu-
ral ingredients, is the divine 

inspiration of former middle-
weight champion Jake ‘Rag-
ing Bull’ LaMotta and his 
son, Joe.”
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$15OFF
BUY ONE PAIR OF SAS SHOES

$40OFF
BUY TWO PAIR OF SAS SHOES

$20 off each additional pair

SALE 9/23 – 10/9

MADE IN AMERICA
Since 1976

SCENIC OUR NEW ULTIMATE COMFORT FLAT
Shown in Bronze, Scarlet Red, Black Lace 

and Black
Also available in a variety of rich, premium 

textured leathers

GATEWAY SHOPPING CENTER
2500 Central Park Ave., #22-5, Yonkers, NY 10710

Phone : (914) 395-0037
sasshoesyonkers.com

Mon-Wed: 9:30am to 6pm
Thu: 9:30am to 8pm

Fri-Sat: 9:30am to 6pm
Sun: 12pm to 5pm

SAS SHOES
Home of the hard to fi nd sizes

Men’s sizes range 6-15, 
slim to triple wide 

Women’s sizes range 4-12, 
slim-triple wide

�������� ����	


FREETIME
Black

Men’s Style

Women’s Style

SIMPLIFY
Antique Wine

DREAM
Navy

WILLOW
Walnut

BLISS Black
Leopard

TOUR MESH
Silver

�������� ����	


JV MESH
Grey

JOURNEY MESH
Blue

VENTURE
Grey 

Also available 
in Black and Navy

BOUTTIME
Mulch

Boxing champ Jake LaMotta’s 
ties to the borough recalled

Jake and Vikki LaMotta, in a photo taken in 1950 at an undisclosed 
location. Courtesy of Wikimedia Commons, free media repository
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BY PATRICK ROCCHIO
Mark your calendars – the 

Bronx Columbus Day Parade is 
coming up on Sunday, October 8! 

The 41st annual parade will 
step off at noon, marching on Mor-
ris Park Avenue from White Plains 
Road to Williamsbridge Road. 

At Williamsbridge Road there 
will be a reviewing stand that will 
include dignitaries and elected of-
fi cials. 

The annual celebration of Ital-
ian-American unity and civic pride 
will not be marred by the current 
debate about Columbus’ role in his-
tory, indicated parade coordinator 
Tony Signorile. 

Signorile said that because of 
the controversy surrounding a 
city-wide commission studying 
statues and monuments for pos-
sible removal, including a statue 
of Columbus in Columbus Circle in 
Manhattan, the parade won’t be in-
viting Mayor de Blasio to march in 
this year’s parade. 

On a more upbeat note, Signo-
rile said that the parade, which 
has grown into the second largest 
in New York State, is getting so big 
it is now attracting interest outside 
of the borough’s borders. A number 
of groups from surrounding coun-
ties will be marching, he said. 

“I am proud that this year for 

the fi rst time we are having a band 
from Mahopac High School com-
ing to our parade,” said Signorile. 
“As we all know by now, we are the 
second largest Columbus parade 
and many people want to come to 
the Bronx.”

As of press time, at least 15 
marching bands will be taking 
part in the festivities. 

The parade committee selected 
Jessica Morrone as this year’s Miss 
Columbus within the past week, 
said the parade coordinator. 

Morrone, who attends Preston 
High School, will be receiving a 
college scholarship from the Gen-
eroso Pope Foundation, said Signo-
rile. 

She will be joining this year’s 
grand marshal, term-limited Coun-
cilman James Vacca, honorary 
grand marshal and P.S. 72 educa-
tor Lucia Mariani, and Citizenship 
Award winners John Bonizio and 
Michael Ungaro of Metro Optics as 
honorees during the parade. 

The citizenship award is given 
every year to businesspeople that 
support the parade and the com-
munity, said Signorile. 

Bonizio, who grew up in Morris 
Park and lived on Wallace Avenue 
from 1963 to 1980, said he owes a lot 
to his community. 

“I grew up in the neighborhood 

and learned most of what I know 
from the streets of Morris Park,” 
said Bonizio. “It is really an honor 
to be walking or riding in the pa-
rade as a businessman.” 

Bonizio said that his goal in 
professional life was to achieve a 
level of business know-how where 
he could create jobs and contrib-
ute to the community. 

“It is nice to know after suc-
ceeding that the community recog-
nizes Metro Optics,” said Bonizio. 
“It is not about me; it is about the 
company.” 

Metro Optics has been a big sup-
porter of the parade, as has outgo-
ing Councilman James Vacca.

Signorile stressed that Vacca is 
being honored as an Italian-Amer-
ican and Bronxite and not as an 
elected offi cial. 

“He has helped seniors, he 
started an Italian class and he’s 
been a big donor to the parade,” 
said Signorile. 

“I believe that this parade signi-
fi es the pride of the Italian-Ameri-
can community and the history 
that this community has in the 
Bronx,” said the councilman in a 
Bronx Times interview in August. 
“As an Italian-American legisla-
tor, I want that parade to grow and 
(stay) a permanent fi xture in (the 
Bronx)”

Mayor not invited to march in Bronx Columbus Parade

Citizenship Award winners John Bonizio and Michael Ungaro of Metro Optics will 
be honored at the 2017 Bronx Columbus Parade on Sunday, October 8. The citi-
zenship award honors businesspeople in the community.

BY PATRICK ROCCHIO
One of the borough’s success-

ful businesspeople was remem-
bered with a street renaming in 
his honor recently. 

Alfredo Thiebaud, the 
founder of the family icie busi-
ness Delicioso Coco Helado in 
Morrisania, was honored with 
a street co-naming at East 161st 
Street and St. Ann’s Avenue on 
Tuesday, September 19. 

The street sign was placed 
near the headquarters of his 
business, and was unveiled 
three years to the day after his 
passing, said his daughter So-
phia Pastora. 

A large group of dignitaries 
including his extended family 
and elected officials took part 
in unveiling the sign for the 
Honduran immigrant who was 
remembered by his daughter, 
employees and elected officials 
for his generosity to the commu-
nity.  

Borough President Ruben 
Diaz Jr. called him a shining 
example of living the ‘American 
Dream.’ 

“Alfredo Thiebaud was a 
humble immigrant, who started 

his small business with several 
pushcarts, and became a staple 
of summer in New York City 
through hard work and con-
necting with the community,” 
said Diaz. “He never forgot his 
humble beginnings, giving back 
to the same community that 
embraced him, supporting lit-
tle league teams, youth groups 
and other community organiza-
tions.” 

The borough president 
thanked Councilman Rafael 
Salamanca for passing the legis-
lation that allowed for the post-
humous honor for Thiebaud, 
who he called a ‘great man and 
great humanitarian.’

Salamanca said that Thie-
baud never stopped giving back. 

“We all knew him as the ‘co-
quito man’ but he was so much 
more, donating his product and 
his time to dozens of community 
organizations over the years,” 
said Salamanca. “It’s why it’s 
only right we commemorate him 
with the renaming of a street.”

Assemblyman Michael Blake 
said he himself had fond memo-
ries enjoying Thiebaud’s icie  
products in his youth. 

“Alfredo Thiebaud’s contri-
butions are immeasurable as 
people across the Bronx and 
our city have jobs, homes, abil-
ity to pay for school and health-
care and live out the American 
Dream,” said Blake. “I remem-
ber walking up Third Avenue 
as a teenager after Saturday 
church basketball games, and, 
it was a must that we all stopped 
along the way.”

Lives are still being trans-
formed because of Thiebaud, 

said Blake, adding that his eco-
nomic and social impact lives 
on among all of us. 

Pastora said that her father 
loved the community and loved 
to give back. 

He was especially fond of 
NYPD causes, evidenced by the 
fact that representatives from 
the 40th and 42nd precincts at-
tended the street co-naming, 
she said. 

For events like the annual 
National Night Out Against 
Crime, he would donate icies 
and hot dogs, she said. 

Pastora said Thiebaud’s fam-
ily attended the event, including 
his brother, sister-in-law, her 
mom and brother, his grandchil-
dren and one of his great-grand-
children. 

“Our family is humbled, hon-
ored and thrilled at the same 
time,” said Pastora.  

Julia Alicea, Thiebaud’s sec-
retary for 15 years, said that 
he provided jobs for people, 
and that occasionally people 
came in off the street without 
money and he got them started 
with their own business selling 
icies. 

Deliciosa Coco Helado founder honored at street re-naming 

Alfredo Thiebaud 
 Photo courtesy of Delicioso Coco Helado

Community/business leaders, and 
elected offi cials, pull the cover off of 
the street sign honoring Alfredo Thie-
baud at St. Ann’s Avenue and East 161st 
Street on Tuesday, September 19. 
 Photo courtesy of Borough President Diaz’s 
offi ce
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ANTIQUES & ESTATE BUYERS

ANTIQUE & ESTATE BUYERS
We buy anything old. One piece or house full. 

WILL TRAVEL. HOUSE CALLS.

ANTIQUE & ESTATE BUYERS
We buy anything old. One piece or house full. 

WILL TRAVEL. HOUSE CALLS.
WILL TRAVEL

ENTIRE
TRI-STATE!

FREE
Estimates!

We Pay $CASH$ For 
Paintings, Clocks, Watches, 
Estate Jewelry & Fine China, 

From Single Items 
to Entire Estates!
Coin & Stamp Collections

Costume Jewelry
Antique Furniture  Lamps
Bronzes  Paintings  Prints

Chinese & Japanese 
Artwork & Porcelain

Sports Collectibles 
Comic Books  Old Toys  Records
Cameras  Sterling Flatware Sets

HUMMELS & LLADROS

ANTIQUES & ESTATE BUYERS

TOP $ PAID
FOR JUDAICA
COLLECTIBLES

HOUSE
CALLS

MOVING orDOWNSIZING?CALL
US!

Top $ Paid
for Antique

Sterling!

Military
Collections

Wanted
Swords,
Knives,

Helmets, etc.

SEE OUR AD EVERY SUNDAY IN THE POST

SAME DAY  
SERVICE  

AVAILABLE

SERVING BRONX 
AND THE ENTIRE  
TRI-STATE AREA

516-974-6528516-974-6528

WILL TRAVEL. WE MAKE HOUSE CALLS.
1029 WEST JERICHO TURNPIKE, SMITHTOWN, L.I.

HOUSE 
CALLS

ASK FOR CHRISTOPHER
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The New York Botanical Garden’s Fiesta de Flores was a ‘blooming success’ with guests on Wednesday, September 20. In honor of Hispanic Heritage Month, the festivities included 
guided tours of the Rose Garden; live music performed by Ray Martinez’s Cuerda y Tambo and Bombazo Drum Company; an Orchid Stilt Dancing performance by Alice Farley Dance 
Theatre; live art created by Drawn Together NYC artists; delicious cuisine and beverages provided by Bronx Drafthouse, Cafe la Llave, Chef Flora Montes, Cookies Sweet Treats, 
Coqui the Chef, Havana Cafe, Pollo Campero, Port Morris Distillery and merchandise provided by Old-Earth Creates by Nanette Sanchez-Velasquez, Olga Ayala Handicrafts (Hecho 
a Mano)-Functional Art in Polymer and Yarisa Colon Torres. Outgoing Councilwoman Annabel Palma was presented a public service award formally recognizing her commitment 
to the community.

kk tt i l GG dd i tt d l bbl ii itthhh t d d S t bbb 2020200 h f i i itt thh th f ti iti ii l ddd d

NYBG Celebrates Fiesta De FloresNYBG Celebrates Fiesta De Flores

(top right) Nanette Sanchez Velasquez (r) 
helped Kathy Sutherland choose from her 
many creations. Photo by Silvio Pacifi co

(top left) Elizabeth Figueroa (l) with some 
of the gala’s participants.
                 Photo by Silvio Paci-

Honoree Councilwoman Palma (2nd from l) graciously accepted her awards from NYBG’s (l-r) 
Angel Santana, director of Government Relations; Aaron Bouska, vice president for Government 
and Community Relations and Elizabeth Figueroa, director of Community Relations. 
 Photo by Silvio Pacifi co

Aaron Bouska presented Councilwoman Palma with the 
NYBG Hispanic Heritage Month Public Service Award. 
 Photo by Silvio Pacifi co

(above) Milteri Tucker gave a 
wonderful performance. 
 Photo by Silvio Pacifi co

Guests were treated to awe-inspiring orchid stilt dancing by 
the Alice Farley Dance Theatre. Photo by Silvio Pacifi co
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BRIDAL FASHION
BRIDAL CENTER
7233 Amboy Road, Staten Island, (718) 227-8647
www.alwaysabridesmaidboutique.com

BRIDAL STYLES BOUTIQUE
905 Ave. U, Brooklyn, (718) 339–3222
www.bridalstylesboutique.com

KLEINFELD BRIDAL SAMPLE STUDIO
123 West 20th St., New York, NY 10011 
(2nd fl oor across from Kleinfeld Bridal) 
(917) 388-2341, www.kleinfeldbridal.com/sample-studio

MONEY SAVER SHOES INC.
Specializing Wide Widths, Dyeable & Evening Shoes
2098 Flatbush Ave., Brooklyn, (718) 258-0171

ULTIMATE FASHIONS
4255 Amboy Rd., SI, NY 10308, (718) 605-3274
316 Woodbridge Center Drive, Woodbridge, NJ 07095
(732) 750-1174, ultfash@optonline.net  
Staten Island Mall, Lower Level, Macy’s Wing 
SI, NY 10314, (718) 370-2984, www.ultfash.com

TUXEDOS
TUXEDO WORLD OF STATEN ISLAND
2791 Richmond Ave., #6, SI, NY 10314
(718) 698-4859, www.tuxedoworldsi.com

CATERING & VENUES
ADRIA HOTEL & CONFERENCE CENTER
221-17 Northern Boulevard, Bayside, NY 11361
(718) 631-5900, www.adriahotelny.com

ATLAS STEAKHOUSE
943 Coney Island Avenue, off  18th Ave., Brooklyn, NY
(646) 494-7227, www.AtlasSteak.com

BAY RIDGE MANOR
476 76th St., Brooklyn, (718) 748-8855
www.bayridgemanor.com

BAYSIDE HISTORICAL SOCIETY
208 Totten Ave. - Fort Totten, Bayside, NY 11359, 
(718) 352-1548, www.baysidehistorical.org/rentals.html

BUCKLEY’S
2926 Ave. S, Brooklyn, NY
(718) 998-4222, www.buckleyscaterers.com

DYKER BEACH GOLF COURSE
86th Street and 7th Avenue, Brooklyn, NY 11228
(718) 836–9722 x 1 or privateeventdirector@dykerbeachgc, 
www.dykerbeachgc.com

EDIBLE ARRANGEMENTS
133-22 Springfi eld Blvd., (718) 528-3344
158-18 Cross Bay Blvd., (718) 848-3344
1357 Fulton St., (718) 622-3344
1557 Ralph Ave., (718) 451-3344
www.ediblearrangements.com/stores/StoreLocator.aspx

GLEN TERRACE
5313 Ave. N, Brooklyn (718) 252-4614

GRAND OAKS COUNTRY CLUB
200 Huguenot Ave., Staten Island
(718) 356–2771, www.grandoaksnyc.com

GRAND PROSPECT HALL
263 Prospect Ave., Brooklyn, (718) 788-0777
www.grandprospecthall.com

GREENHOUSE CAFE
7717 Third Ave., Brooklyn, (718) 833-8200
www.greenhousecafe.com

HUNTERS STEAK HOUSE
9404 Fourth Ave., Brooklyn 11209, (718) 238-8899
www.HuntersSteakhouse.com

IL FORNETTO
2902 Emmons Ave. in Brooklyn, (718) 332-8494
www.ilFornettoRestaurant.com

ISLAND CHATEAU
900 West Fingerboard Rd, Staten Island, NY 10305
(718) 447-5882, IslandChateau.com

KENNEDY’S BREEZY POINT
406 Bayside, Rockaway Point, NY 11697
(718) 945-0202, www.kennedysbreezypoint.com

MARBELLA RESTAURANT
220-33 Northern Blvd., Bayside, NY 11361
(718) 423-0100, www.marbella-restaurant.com

NICK’S LOBSTER HOUSE
2777 Flatbush Ave., Brooklyn, NY 11234,  (718) 253-7117
Waterfront Dining
www.nickslobsterhouse.com

PARADISE CATERING HALL
51 Avenue U, Brooklyn, NY 11223
(718) 372-4352, www.theparadisecateringhall.com

THE PEARL ROOM
8518 - 3rd Avenue, Brooklyn, NY 11209
(718) 833-6666, www.pearlroombklyn.com

PELHAM BAY & SPLIT ROCK GOLF COURSE
870 Shore Road, Bronx, NY 10464, (718) 885-1258 x224 or  
privateeventdirector@pelhamsplitrock
http://www.pelhamsplitrock.com

QUEENS BOTANICAL GARDEN
43-50 Main St, Flushing, NY 11355 (718) 886-3800 x201
www.queensbotanical.org/weddingsandevents

SCHNITZEL HAUS
7319 5th Avenue, Bay Ridge, NY 11029
(718) 836-5600, www.schnitzelhausny.com

SIRICO’S CATERERS
8015-23 13th Ave., Brooklyn, (718) 331-2900,
www.siricoscaterers.net

TERRACE ON THE PARK
52-11 111 Street, Flushing, NY 11368, (718) 592-5000,
www.terraceonthepark.com

THE VANDERBILT AT SOUTH BEACH
300 Father Capodanno Blvd., Staten Island
(718) 447-0800, www.vanderbiltsouthbeach.com

LODGING
ADRIA HOTEL AND CONFERENCE CENTER
221-17 Northern Boulevard, Bayside, NY 11361
www.adriahotelny.com, (800) 272-3742

ENTERTAINMENT
AMAZING BOTTLE DANCERS
(800) 716-0556, pasproductions@yahoo.com 
www.bottledancers.com

E-SQUARED PRODUCTIONS/
360 ENTERTAINMENT
4308 Richmond Ave. in Staten Island or 
1665 Bath Ave. in Brooklyn, (718) 227–3235, 
www.e2dj.com

FAVORS & INVITATIONS
UNFORGETTABLE EVENTS
2049 Flatbush Ave in Brooklyn, (718) 377-4535,

FLORISTS
FLORAL FANTASY
3031 Quentin Rd. in Brooklyn, (718) 998-7060 or
(800) 566–8380, www.fl oralfantasyny.com
HENRY’S FLORIST
8103 Fifth Ave. in Brooklyn, (800) 543-6797 or 
(718) 238–3838, www.henrysfl oristweddingevents.com
MARINE FLORIST AND DECORATORS
1995 Flatbush Ave. in Brooklyn, (800) 447-6730 or 
(718) 338-3600, www.marinefl orists.com

JEWELRY
BENNY’S JEWELRY
89-02 165th Street, Suite B-1, Jamaica, NY 11432
(718) 526-4613, www.bennyny.com

BOBBY’S JEWELERS DIAMOND SPECIALIST
514 - 81 Street, Brooklyn, NY, 11209, (718) 745-1725

LIMOUSINE SERVICES
MILA LIMOUSINE CORPORATION
(718) 232-8973, www.milalimo.com

ROMANTIQUE/DOUBLE DIAMOND LIMOUSINES
1421-86 Street, Brooklyn (718) 351-7273
2041-Hylan Blvd., SI, (718) 351-7273, www.rddlimos.com

SERGI’S PARTY LIMO
171-15A Northern Blvd., Queens, NY 11358, (718) 353-5466, 
(212) 682-4040, (516) 489-4040, Toll Free: (888) 546-6134, 
(888) limo-134, Fax: (718) 353-5499, info@sergislimo.com, 
www.sergislimo.com

SOPHISTICATED LIMOUSINES
Serving the Tri state area & NJ, (866) 455-5466

VIP LIMOS SVC
(516) 488-LIMO(5466), www.viplimosvc.com

PHOTOGRAPHY & VIDEO
FANTASY PHOTOGRAPHY
3031 Quentin Rd., Brooklyn (718) 998-0949
www.fantasyphotographyandvideo.com

GLAMOUR ME PHOTO & VIDEO
104-12 111th St., South Richmond Hill, 
(888) 400-2738 or (718) 504–1970, www.glamourmestudio.com

ONE FINE DAY PHOTOGRAPHERS
459 Pacifi c St., Massapequa Park, (516) 690–1320
www.onefi nedayphotographers.com

SALONS
PILO ARTS SALON
8412 3 Ave., Brooklyn, NY 11209
(718) 748–7411, www.piloarts.com

SERVICES
COSMETIC & LASER CENTER OF BAY RIDGE
9921 4th Ave., Brooklyn, NY 11209, (718) 833-2793 or 
(718) 833-7616, www.BayRidgeDerm.com

ELITE WEIGHT LOSS
1316 Kings Highway, Brooklyn, NY 11229
917-444-3043, EliteWeightLossNY.com

JOSEPH LICHTER, D.D.S.
1420 Ave. P,  Brooklyn, (718) 339-7878, www.josephlichterdds.co

OMNI DENTAL CARE
313 Kings Hwy. in Brooklyn
(718) 376-8656, www.omnidentalcare.com

THE VEIN CENTER OF THE VASCULAR INSTITUTE OF NY
Dr. Natalie Marks, 960 - 50 Street, Brooklyn, NY 11219
(718) 438-0067, www.vascularnyc.com

TRAVEL
JO-LYN TRAVEL AGENCY
7505-15th Avenue, Brooklyn, NY 11219
(718) 232-3139, jolyntravel@aol.com

WEDDING EXPOS
BOSCO’S WEDDING EXPO
www.cl.boscoweddings.com
BRIDAL AFFAIR
(718) 317–9701, www.bridalaff air.com
GREAT BRIDAL EXTRAVAGANZA
North Babylon, NY 11703, 631-667-EXPO (3976)
www.greatbridalextravaganza.com

TO BE INCLUDED IN THIS DIRECTORY CALL (718) 260–2500



BY ROBERT WIRSING
The Godmother of St. Au-

gustine Our Lady of Victory 
Church has earned her an-
gel wings.

Janet Banks, a beloved 
matriarch at her longtime 
parish and community, 
passed away on Wednesday, 
September 13 at 100-years-
old.

Born on March 31, 1917 
in Worchester, MA, Banks 

moved to Harlem in 1945 to 
live with her mother and 
grandmother. 

A Worchester High 
School for Commerce Class 
of 1937 alumna, Banks 
moved to Morrisania where 
she married her husband 
Ernest, a World War II Army 
veteran, in 1948.

They had two children, 
Pamela and Michael, before 
Ernest died from a heart at-

tack at age 43.
Banks was one of the fi rst 

African American women to 
be employed in the desegre-
gated civil service following 
WWII.

As a single parent, Banks 
worked for the IRS and the 
NYC Department for the 
Aged until retiring in 1983.

For 30 years, she served 
as captain of the Morris 
Houses’ Tenant Patrol and 

Drug Elimination Program.
Banks also served as an 

active member of the Jack-
son/Forest Community 
Garden, Youth Village Park 
Intergenerational Program 
and William Hudson Senior 
Center.

She wore many hats at 
the parish devoting the lat-
ter half of her life serving 
the faithful. 

Known for sporting Sun-

day hats, the treasured 
St. Augustine Our Lady of 
Victory Church matriarch 
was a member of the Catho-
lic community for over 50 
years.

She served as director for 
the St. Augustine Sunday 
School and the St. Augus-
tine Senior Center, a Sunday 
School teacher and a Eucha-
ristic minister.

Banks received the Good 
Samaritan Award from NYC 
Catholic Charities and was 
recognized as a Catechism 
developer by the Archdio-
cese of New York.

She was professed a 
member of the Secular Fran-
ciscan Order and sponsored 
many new people to the 
faith.

Fellow parishioners and 
friends Adrienne Hennessy 
and Virginia Dorsett met 
Banks in the 1960s.

“Ms. Banks was a god-
mother to many generations 
in our church and was loved 
by everyone,” expressed 
Hennessy.

“She always called me 
‘Ginny Baby’ and when she 
was sick I made sure she 
got her church bulletins,” 
shared Dorsett.

Animated and always 
cheerful, Banks lived with 
her daughter Pamela Lind-
say’s family until 2015 when 
her Alzheimer’s worsened.

She resided at Bronx 
Lebanon Special Care Unit 
Nursing Home where her 
parish’s Fr. Luke Ibeh fre-
quently hosted Masses for 
her.

Lindsay said her mother 
volunteered for an Aging 
and Alzheimer’s study con-
ducted by Albert Einstein 

Hospital and the Mayo Clinic 
for 25 years.

Despite living with the 
brain disease, Banks main-
tained a keen memory, often 
reciting her favorite Joyce 
Kilmer poem, ‘Trees’ verba-
tim.

Banks was cremated and 
her brain was donated to 
science for Alzheimer’s re-
search.

“My mother was giving 
even unto death,” stated 
Lindsay.

Banks’ funeral Mass is 
Saturday, September 30 at 
noon at St. Augustine Our 
Lady of the Victory Church 
on 1512 Webster Avenue.

Women are asked to wear 
Sunday hats to honor her 
memory.

Banks is survived by her 
two children, six grandchil-
dren and fi ve great-grand-
children. 
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St. Augustine Church Godmother Banks passes, 100

Janet Banks, the ‘Godmother 
of St. Augustine Our Lady of 
Victory Church,’ is remem-
bered for her many years 
of dedicated service to her 
community and parish.    
     Photo courtesy of Pamela Lindsay

Call
718.260.2555

..to advertise 
your business in our 

Classifi ed Section 
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The only ‘no-kill’ ani-

mal shelter in the Bronx has 
hopes of relocating to a do-
nated property, and is trying 
to raise money to renovate it 
to house the animals. 

“Right now we have 
someone that’s looking to 
donate the money for a prop-
erty,” said shelter operator 
Pedro Rosario.

After paying the $4,800 
rent for September at its 
2515 Newbold Avenue loca-
tion, New Beginning Ani-
mal Rescue will have run 
out of money and cannot pay 
the rent for October, accord-
ing to Rosario. The link to 
NBAR’s website is: http://
www.nbanimalrescue.org.

“We are looking for help 
with a go fund me page,” Ro-
sario said about renovations 
needed at the donated site. 
The link to the gofundme 
page is: https://www.go-
fundme.com/New-Home-
for-Our-animals.

“We’re still open, but 
there’s only so much we can 
do,” Rosario said. “We have 
this month left. We don’t 
have any more funding to 
pay any other month’s rent 
while the other place is in 
the fi nal stages of closing.”

Rosario hopes the cur-
rent landlord will let the 
shelter, which still has 
about 40 dogs, stay open for 
another month to give him 
time to prepare the new site, 

where he no longer would 
have to pay rent, just be re-
sponsible for taxes, utilities 
and operational bills. 

The only alternative to 
NBAR is the NYC Animal 
Care and Control site at 464 
E. Fordham Road.  

The city has plans to 
open another shelter in the 
Bronx, but it’s going to be a 
kill shelter, according to Ro-
sario.

New Beginning Animal 
Rescue is a non-profi t orga-
nization, formerly known as 
NYC’s Top Dog, opened in 
2010. 

With a $350,000 goal at 
its gofundme page, NBAR 
has only managed to raise 
$4,623 with contributions 
from 64 people over the last 
44 months.

Rosario joined Animal 
Care and Control as a ser-
vice representative for the 
pet receiving center in the 
Bronx in January 1996. 

Prior to that, he served as 
a helper at the Rosario Farm 
in the Dominican Republic, 
with over 20 years of experi-
ence with animals, oversee-
ing all care at the shelter, 
including kennels, medical 
care and special needs, ac-
cording to NBAR’s website. 

Eventually, Pedro was 
promoted by Elizabeth 
Keller to shelter manager for 
the Manhattan Care Center. 

He was in charge of 
payroll, ordering supplies, 

scheduling staff, the medi-
cal department and New 
Hope department, which 
advocates for animals un-
til they fi nd placement with 
rescue groups or forever 
homes.

“Our organization is 
dedicated to taking in un-
wanted, abandoned, abused, 
or stray pets and to fi nding 
suitable homes for each of 
them, housing about 60 dogs 
and 40 cats at a time with 
most being ready for adop-
tion to their ‘furever’ home,” 
Rosario stated.

Rosario began NBAR 
in 2010 because he felt he 
could make a difference 
saving the lives of un-
wanted pets by providing 
a safe atmosphere where 
no animal would be eu-
thanized due to lack of 
space. 

He used his 401(k) re-
tirement funds to keep 
the only home these ani-
mals have in business and 
is constantly looking for 
new ways to raise funds 
in order to remain open.

He, his staff, and vol-
unteers help to train, play 
with, handle medical is-
sues, and assist with solv-
ing behavior and social 
problems of all pets. All 
these animals are well 
cared for until a perma-
nent ‘furever’ home can 
be found for them, accord-
ing to the website.

‘No kill’ animal shelter 
needs $$$ to make move

Pedro Rosales is shown with two of the dogs he has helped at the New Beginning Animal Rescue, a no 
kill shelter at 2515 Newbold Avenue in the Bronx. 
 Courtesy of New Beginning Animal Rescue

BY PATRICK ROCCHIO
Community leaders in 

the east Bronx who have 
been following the plans 
to redevelop the Rodman’s 
Neck NYPD fi ring range 
are looking for specifi cs. 

The NYC Department 
of Design and Construc-
tion in September released 
a Request for Proposals for 
architects and engineers to 
design a new range and to 
submit a bid by the Thurs-
day, October 12 deadline. 

As of press time, 128 dif-
ferent companies have en-
tered bids on the project, 
according to an online DDC 
database. 

However, as of press 
time, many of the commu-
nity’s questions still remain 
unanswered. 

Leaders of both the 45th 
Precinct Community Coun-
cil and the City Island Civic 
Association were attempt-
ing to fi rst obtain and then 
review the full text of the 
RFP recently. 

Their goal is to deter-
mine if community re-
quests regarding sound baf-
fl ing and other matters are 
included in the design con-
tract, organization leaders 
said. 

The Bronx Times ob-
tained a copy of the large 
document from a DDC 
spokesman. 

It is an expansive 180-
page document detailing 
the massive $275 million re-
construction RFP. 

As directed by the DDC 
spokesman, page eight of 
the document, as well as 
several others, specifi es its 

design goals when it comes 
to sound remediation. 

“Reduction of noise lev-
els on site and in surround-
ing neighborhoods is to be 
achieved,” states the RFP. 
“The design of the ranges 
will be required to provide 
sound reduction so that 
gunfi re is in the range of 
ambient noise in adjacent 
neighborhoods.”

As of press time, neither 
the Bronx Times nor the 
community groups had fully 
reviewed the document. 

Community groups have 
been requesting that some 
sort of sound remediation 
be done for range noise con-
tinually for about a quarter 
century. 

Bob Bieder, 45th Precinct 
Community Council presi-
dent, said that he and the 

council would like to have 
another meeting with the 
NYPD concerning sound 
baffl ing. 

The precinct council 
had meetings in October 
2016 and March 2017 with 
NYPD offi cials, according 
to a previous Bronx Times 
article. 

Before bidding on the 
project is fi nished, Bieder 
would like the opportunity 
to make amendments to 
the RFP, if necessary, he 

said. 
“We had a long discus-

sion with NYPD as to what 
we would like, and now we 
have to see if it has been 
included,” said Bieder, add-
ing that they have been told 
there is no update. 

A CICA board member, 
John Doyle, promised a 
comprehensive review of 
the document. Doyle is also 
a board member of the 45th 
Precinct Community Coun-
cil. 

“Every step of the way 
we are going to be following 
this really closely and going 
through it with a fi ne tooth 
comb,” said Doyle. 

Doyle said that tempo-
rary sound baffl ing has 
been something that has 
been proposed while the 
construction takes place, 
and that is something his 
organization is going to be 
looking for in the RFP and 
elsewhere. 

“We feel that if tempo-
rary baffl ing could be in-
stalled and somewhat mini-
mize the noise in the here 
and now, it would be a sign 
of progress,” he said. 

Leaders: does 
Rodman’s Neck design 

RFP address noise?

“We had a long discussion with 
NYPD as to what we would like, 
and now we have to see if it 
has been included,” – Bob Bie-
der, 45th Precinct Community 
Council president on reviewing 
full RFP for Rodman’s Neck de-
sign project.

Call 718.260.2555
..to sell your car in our 
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1
3

      B
R

O
N

X
 W

E
E

K
L

Y
 O

c
t

o
b

e
r

 1
, 2

0
1

7
 

w
w

w
.B

X
T

im
e

s
.c

o
m

Eat nYc the Bronx Food and Wine Festi-
val, Windows of Hip Hop and Aval and Co 
Runway Production celebrated ‘Hip Hop 
for Hunger’ on Saturday, September 16 
at the historic Andrew Freedman Home. 
Hosted by hip hop legends Melle Mel and 
Grandmaster Caz and Culinary Ambas-
sador of the Bronx Baron Ambrosia, the 
third annual charitable event sponsored 
by Lemle and Wolff Real Estate helped the 
Food Bank for NYC feed 25,000 hungry 
men, women and children while raising 
awareness of this critical issue. The de-
lectable celebration featured live musical 
performances, a fashion show, high-speed 
auctions, food and drink and live cooking 
demos!  Photo by Miriam Quin
    (insert left) A model owned the evening 
runway in this vibrantly elegant outfi t.
    (insert middle) A fashion model gave a 
revealing haute couture display.
    (insert right)A model sported an au-
tumn-inspired outfi t at the show.
    (top background) Fashion models show-
cased their beautiful outfi ts on the steps 
of Andrew Freedman Home.

Food & Wine Festival CelebratesFood & Wine Festival Celebrates
‘Hip Hop For Hunger’‘Hip Hop For Hunger’

Bailey Provetto (c) of Tasty Ladies NY 
enjoyed sampling some of Lotus Flame 
Restaurant co-owners Jennifer Garib (l) 
and Savitri McCrea’s delicious cuisine.
 Photo by Miriam Quin

Todd and Sofi a enjoyed watching the 
fashion show on the mansion’s sprawl-
ing grounds. Photo by Miriam Quin

Hip-hop legends Melle Mel (l) and Grand-
master Caz (r) met Miriam Quinones at the 
celebration. Photo by Miriam Quin

One fashion model shimmered in a golden 
fl oral printed dress. Photo by Miriam Quin





service in the armed forces 
during WWII as a Tuskegee 
Airman, along with his later 
work as a civil rights leader 
and educator, strengthened 
our country, and made it a 
better place for all Ameri-
cans.” 

Serrano, who has rep-
resented the Bronx in Con-
gress since 1990, led the bill, 
H.R. 6282, in the House of 
Representatives in Septem-
ber 2016 to rename the post 
offi ce after Brown, who was 
also Bronx Community Col-
lege president for 17 years. 

The legislation also gar-
nered support from Con-
gressmen Charles Ran-
gel and Eliot Engel, along 
with Senators Charles E. 
Schumer and Kirsten Gilli-
brand, who supported the 
bill in a letter to the chair-
man of the Homeland Se-
curity and Government 
Affairs Committee in the 
Senate.

The post offi ce, 2024 Je-
rome Avenue, was renamed 
as a result of passage in 

Congress of legislation, sup-
ported by the entire New 
York Congressional Delega-
tion, and approved by the 
Senate. It was then signed 
into law by former Presi-
dent Obama late in 2016.

 “Dr. Brown was a trail-
blazer who fought hero-
ically for his country de-
spite segregation during 
World War II and improved 
the lives of countless New 
Yorkers and Americans 
through his work in the 
Civil Rights Movement and 
the education fi eld,” Ser-
rano said. “He challenged 
the status quo and made the 
Bronx, New York City, and 
our country a better and 
more fair place for all.”

Serrano added that 
Bronxites will now be 
able to always remember 
Brown’s life and legacy with 
this honor.

“Renaming the post of-
fi ce after Dr. Brown will be 
a lasting tribute to his ser-
vice to this country, and al-
low his legacy to live on in 
an enduring way,” Serrano 

said. 
Brown was a member 

of the legendary Tuskegee 
Airmen unit, where he con-
ducted 68 missions and be-
came one of the fi rst Afri-
can-American fi ghter pilots 
to shoot down a German 
fi ghter jet during World 
War II. 

His heroism earned him 

and his fellow airmen a 
Congressional Gold Medal 
from President George W. 
Bush in 2007.

Brown earned his grad-
uate and doctoral degrees 
from New York University, 
where he went on to serve 
as a professor of education 
and director of Afro-Amer-
ican Affairs. 

During the racial up-
heaval of the 1960s and 
1970s, he served as an in-
formal adviser to many 
civil rights leaders, helped 
found 100 Black Men, a 
civic organization advocat-
ing for better treatment of 
African-Americans and 
a founding member of 
BronxNet.
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Real Results!

from Page 1

Morris Heights PO named for Dr. Roscoe Brown, Jr.

Councilwoman Vanessa Gibson, Congressman José Serrano, Tommy Messina, Senator Gustavo Rivera, 
Bronx Postmaster Lilliam Rodriguez, Assemblyman Victor Pichardo, the Honorable David N. Dinkins, 
Dr. Dennis Brown, Master of Ceremonies Dianne Jones, Customer Relations Coordinator NY District US 
Postal Service. Photo by Aracelis Batista

BY PATRICK ROCCHIO
The leadership baton has 

been passed at one of the bor-
ough’s leading community 
development organizations. 

The Women’s Housing and 
Economic Development Corp. 
has its first new president in 
its 25-year history.

Nancy Biberman, who 
founded the organization in 
1992 and has since served 
as its president, has stepped 
aside and named Davon Rus-
sell as her successor. 

“I believe in the Bronx – 
in the women who have been 
tireless advocates for them-
selves and their families, in 
the music that has enlivened 
street corners and moved 
people to dance for decades, 
and in the memories and en-
ergy of the ‘Boogie Down’ 
that have endured despite 
the city’s constant cycle of 
change,” said Biberman. 

Biberman said that what 
she personally wanted to ac-
complish has been achieved, 
and she found the anniver-
sary of the organization an 
appropriate time to make a 

change. 
She said she was proud 

to pass the baton to Rus-
sell, who started as a drama 
teacher at WHEDco work-
ing in summer youth and 
after-school programs and is 
currently an executive vice 
president in charge of pro-
grams. 

“Davon is a lifelong educa-
tor who has overseen, grown 
and deepened significant 
aspects of WHEDco’s work, 
while mentoring countless 
young people and serving as 
a role model for the entire 
WHEDco staff,” said Biber-
man. “Davon is a star.” 

When the organization was 
founded in the early 1990s, 
Biberman spent two years 
working with women identi-
fied as leaders in their com-
munities in an effort to iden-
tify their needs.

“The main idea was not 
just build housing, but really 
improve people’s lives,” said 
Biberman, adding “We tried 
to encourage aspirational 
thinking.” 

WHEDco eventually advo-

cated for building a school at 
the old Morrisania Hospital, 
which had been vacant for 
two decades. 

Soon the organization was 
working with the School Con-
struction Authority and par-
ents to establish the school. 

A number of projects fol-
lowed, including after-school 
programing, a commercial 
kitchen business incubator, 

childcare and an affordable 
and sustainable housing de-
velopment completed in 2007: 
Intervale Green. 

Biberman will continue 
on as WHEDco’s  president 
emerita, and will serve as se-
nior advisor to the WHEDco’s 
Bronx Commons development 
in Melrose, which will in-
clude 305 units of new afford-
able housing and a new music 
hall with a 300-seat capacity 

when completed in 2019. 
Biberman will also be as-

suming a more limited role 
focused on housing develop-
ment and policy, according to 
the organization. 

Russell said that WHED-
co’s goal is to think and act as 
they always have done and to 
be responsive to new needs as 
they arrive. 

“Under Nancy’s leadership, 
we grew WHEDco into a force 
that not only houses hundreds 
of Bronx residents, but edu-
cates and enriches thousands 
more,” said Russell. 

Russell said that the Bronx 
is changing and one of the 
questions he expects to work 
to answer is the organiza-
tion’s and community’s re-
sponse to these changes. 

He said he would like to 
see people that WHEDco 
works with in communities 
like Morrisania, Crotona 
Park East, Highbridge and 
Melrose get to be active par-
ticipants in these changes 
and to continue to be able to 
afford to live in their commu-
nities. 

WHEDco selects fi rst new president in 25 years

Davon Russell, incoming president of 
WHEDco.     Photo courtesy of WHEDcoNancy Biberman, founder and outgo-

ing president of WHEDco.       
 Photo courtesy of WHEDco
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TOP DRIVER DISTRACTIONS
ADVERTORIAL

Using mobile phones
Leading the list of the 

top distractions behind the 
wheel are mobile phones. 
Phones now do more than 
just place calls, and driv-
ers often cannot pull away 
from their phones, even 
when driving. According to 
the California Department 
of Motor Vehicles, studies 
have shown that driving 
performance is lowered 
and the level of distraction 
is higher for drivers who 
are heavily engaged in cell 

phone conversations. The 
use of a hands-free device 
does not lower distraction 
levels. The percentage of 
vehicle crashes and near-
crashes attributed to di-
aling is nearly identical 
to the number associated 
with talking or listening. 

Daydreaming
Many people will admit 

to daydreaming behind 
the wheel or looking at a 
person or object outside of 
the car  for too long. Per-

haps they’re checking out 
a house in a new neighbor-
hood or thought they saw 
someone they knew on the 
street corner. It can be easy 
to veer into the direction 
your eyes are focused, caus-
ing an accident. In addition 
to trying to stay focused on 
the road, some drivers pre-
fer the help of lane depar-
ture warning systems.

Eating
Those who haven’t quite 

mastered walking and 

chewing gum at the same 
time may want to avoid 
eating while driving. The 
majority of foods require a 
person’s hands to be taken 
off of the wheel and their 
eyes to be diverted from the 
road. Reaching in the back 
seat to share some French 
fries with the kids is also 
distracting. 

Try to eat meals before 
getting in the car. For 
those who must snack 
while en route, take a 
moment to pull over at 

a rest area and spend 10
minutes snacking there 
before resuming the
trip.

Reading
Glancing at an adver-

tisement, updating a Fa-
cebook status or reading
a book are all activities 
that should be avoided 
when driving. Even pour-
ing over a traffic map or 
consulting the digital 
display of a GPS system 
can be distracting.


