
BY PATRICK ROCCHIO
Three decades after he retired, 

a decorated detective who made 
over 2,000 arrests and assisted in 
5,000 during his career is being 
celebrated. 

Ralph Friedman, a NYPD de-
tective who grew up in Fordham, 
is the subject of a new Discovery 
Channel docu-series called ‘Street 
Justice: The Bronx.’ The series can 
now be found on Discovery. 

Separately, he is the author of 
a recently released book called 

‘Street Warrior: The True Story 
of the NYPD’s Most Decorated De-
tective,’ based on his experiences 
in the 41st Precinct when it was 
known as ‘Fort Apache’ and fi ght-
ing crime elsewhere in the bor-
ough and city. 

The docu-series recounts ev-
eryday fare in Friedman’s life 
during the 1970s and 1980s, includ-
ing deadly gun battles, an illegal 
weapons sting and a manhunt for 
a Williamsbridge serial rapist. 

BY BOB GUILIANO
The former site of the Whit-

estone Multiplex Cinemas, 2505 
Bruckner Boulevard, has once 
again hit the market, according 
to published reports.

The latest buyers for the 20-
acre site are Innovo Property 
Group and Square Mile Capital, 
who are in contract to pay Extell 
Development $75 million, accord-
ing to Crain’s New York Busi-
ness’s website, www.crainsnewy-
ork.com.

Bordered by the Hutchinson 
River Parkway, Bruckner Boule-
vard and Westchester Creek, the 
parcel offers a unique opportu-
nity.

Matthew Cruz, district man-
ager for Community Board 10, 
expressed concerns about the 
tentative purchase, expected to 
be completed by the end of Sep-
tember.

“Aside from what’s stated in 
this (Crain’s) article, we aren’t 
aware of any future uses for this 
site,” Cruz said. “But we are ask-
ing that the new ownership meet 
with the community board and 
keep up apprised of any ideas 
they might have and get commu-
nity input.”

Cruz says the area will be even 
more congested than it is now 
that the Unionport Drawbridge 
over the Westchester Creek at the 
Bruckner Interchange is sched-
uled to go under reconstruction.

“Obviously, this will put a 
damper, further worsen conges-
tion in that area,” Cruz said. 
“We’d hope that the new owner 
would consider this and bring 
any ideas that they may have, 
as well as consider our take on 
things for that area.”

Construction of the new 
bridge is scheduled to begin 
this year and continue through 

BY BOB GUILIANO
Some 26 elected offi cials from 

the Bronx have signed a letter to 
Jeff Bezos, Amazon’s founder & 
CEO, urging the company to con-
sider the Bronx as the site of its 
next headquarters, according to a 
statement from Borough President 
Ruben Diaz Jr.

“Our borough already has a 
working relationship with Ama-
zon,” said Diaz. “We would wel-
come them to the Bronx with open 
arms. We have numerous loca-
tions that could meet their needs 

and a skilled workforce to go with 
them.” 

The Bronx has seen incred-
ible progress on job creation and 
economic development in recent 
years, according to Diaz. 

“Amazon would be a tremen-
dous new addition to our borough, 
and we look forward to discussing 
their proposal for a new headquar-
ters, and how the Bronx could host 
them, in the near future,” Diaz 
said. “The Bronx is a prime loca-
tion for Amazon’s next home.”
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Movie Night At The Square
The Westchester Square Business Improvement District hosted a special 
back to school movie night screening of the 2017 Disney live action adap-
tation of ‘Beauty and the Beast’ on Friday, September 15 on Lane Avenue. 
Aaron Baquerizo and his mother Caira Torres examined pinecones and 
other natural elements with a magnifying glass.       Photo by Silvio Pacifi co

Pols entice retail giant 
to open HQ2 here

A BX. FUTURE
FOR AMAZON?

Multiplex 
Cinemas site 
in contract 
for $75M

Hero detective’s exploits 
the subject of TV series
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VISIT TODAY CALL 914-461-9208   WWW.MAPLE-FIELDS.COM 

PRICEDIN MID$200s

PPPPPR

WHY RENT WHEN YOU CAN OWN FOR THE SAME PRICE!N YOU CAN O

914 461 9208 WWW M
OVER 80% SOLD OUT

New Townhomes
• Magnificiant Clubhouse
• Outdoor Pool
• Basketball Court
• Tot Lot

• 3 Bedrooms
• 2.5 Baths
• 1 or 2 Car Garage
• Finished Basement*

*available per plan

BY ARTHUR CUSANO
Bedford Park residents 

and students from local 
schools joined elected offi -
cials on Tuesday, Septem-
ber 19, to voice opposition 
to a proposed men’s shelter 
across from a 900-student 
public school.

Councilman Andrew Co-
hen led chant of “no shelter” 
across the street from Sam’s 
Floor Coverings at 3041 Web-
ster Avenue, also known as 
Sam’s Carpet, where a third 
story could be added to ac-
commodate 200 homeless 
men.

Proximity to local 
schools is a major concern 
surrounding the proposed 
shelter, most notably its lo-
cation directly across the 
street from the large city 
school building that houses  
both P.S. 20 and M.S. 20. 

In addition to those 
schools, P.S. 8 and M.S. 80 
are both located within 
walking distance of the pro-
posed shelter.

“This community has 
exercised real true leader-
ship,” Cohen said.  “We’re 
not just saying no shelter 
anywhere, we understand 
there is a real homeless cri-
sis in the city of New York.  
This community board has 
proposed alternate sites and 
we are asking the city to 

partner with us. Not to dic-
tate, but to cooperate with 
us and work together to 
come up with a solution that 
works for this community.”

Community Board 7 
members have suggested 
another site in the area that 
has been previously consid-
ered for new shelter.

That location, 3600 Je-
rome Avenue, is the former 
FEGS Bronx Mental Health 
Center. 

The building is located 
near the Woodlawn train sta-
tion but is far from schools 
or residential buildings.

Assemblyman Mark 
Gjonaj, who also represents 
the area, told those on hand 
of a lawsuit he had fi led 
against the city alleging the 
Bronx had an unfair share 
of shelters. 

The abundance overbur-
dens affordable housing, 
schools, healthcare provid-
ers and law enforcement, he 
added.

“We have twice as many 
(shelters) as Queens, 41 per-
cent more than Brooklyn, 
13 percent more than Man-
hattan and 99 percent more 
than Staten Island,” Gjonaj 
said. “Enough is enough.”

Gjonaj also brought up 
the discovery of a registered 
sex offender at another bor-
ough shelter, which he said 

further amplifi ed concerns 
about the location.

CB 7 chairwoman Ada-
line Walker-Santiago said 
the NYC Department of 
Homeless Services had in-
formed her earlier in the 
day that no decision had 
been made on the site. 

Work plans had already 
been approved by the build-
ings department, she ex-
plained, making the issue 
extremely time sensitive. 

A petition against the 
proposed shelter has been 
started by the board that 
can be signed by concerned 
residents at the board offi ce 
or at board meetings.

The owner of Sam’s Floor 
Coverings fi led a NYC De-
partment of Buildings  per-
mit to add another level to 
the two-fl oor building in 
January.

The approved applica-
tion includes work to alter 
the building from commer-
cial-/mercantile use to R-1 
- residential, hotel and dor-
mitory use - and to add an 
additional 7,940 square feet 
fl oor.

The DHS has stressed 
that no decision has been 
made in regard to the pro-
posal, while the owner of the 
building did not return calls 
for comment. 

Community rails against 
proposed Bedford Park shelter

Councilman Andrew Cohen speaks out against a men’s shelter proposed for Webster Avenue at a 
protest on September 19. He was joined by Assemblyman Mark Gjonaj,  CB 7 chairwoman Adalaine 
Walker-Santiago and students from nearby schools. Arthur Cusano
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ANTIQUES & ESTATE BUYERS

ANTIQUE & ESTATE BUYERS
We buy anything old. One piece or house full. 

WILL TRAVEL. HOUSE CALLS.

ANTIQUE & ESTATE BUYERS
We buy anything old. One piece or house full. 

WILL TRAVEL. HOUSE CALLS.
WILL TRAVEL

ENTIRE
TRI-STATE!

FREE
Estimates!

We Pay $CASH$ For 
Paintings, Clocks, Watches, 
Estate Jewelry & Fine China, 

From Single Items 
to Entire Estates!
Coin & Stamp Collections

Costume Jewelry
Antique Furniture  Lamps
Bronzes  Paintings  Prints

Chinese & Japanese 
Artwork & Porcelain

Sports Collectibles 
Comic Books  Old Toys  Records
Cameras  Sterling Flatware Sets

HUMMELS & LLADROS

ANTIQUES & ESTATE BUYERS

TOP $ PAID
FOR JUDAICA
COLLECTIBLES

HOUSE
CALLS

MOVING orDOWNSIZING?CALL
US!

Top $ Paid
for Antique

Sterling!

Military
Collections

Wanted
Swords,
Knives,

Helmets, etc.

SEE OUR AD EVERY SUNDAY IN THE POST

SAME DAY  
SERVICE  

AVAILABLE

SERVING BRONX 
AND THE ENTIRE  
TRI-STATE AREA

516-974-6528516-974-6528

WILL TRAVEL. WE MAKE HOUSE CALLS.
1029 WEST JERICHO TURNPIKE, SMITHTOWN, L.I.

HOUSE 
CALLS

ASK FOR CHRISTOPHER



The letter states that the 
Bronx offers many unique 
advantages when compared 
to other municipalities, 
with a record investment in 
infrastructure, and leading 
the way in job creation.

Companies from all over 
the world are taking a fresh 
look at the Bronx, and exist-
ing companies are expand-
ing their presence in the 
borough, according to the 
letter, dated Friday, Septem-
ber 15.

With smart planning 
and collaboration, Amazon 
could become a key piece of 
our ongoing renaissance,” 
the letter states.

Earlier in September, 
Amazon announced that 
it would seek a site for its 
second American head-
quarters, HQ2, and issued a 
nationwide request for pro-
posals. 

Since then, Bronx elected 
offi cials and business lead-
ers have been working to 
identify potential locations 
and are developing materi-
als on the benefi ts of doing 
business in the Bronx.

The complete letter to 
Amazon can be read at 
http://on.nyc.gov/2xNtASO.

Highlights of the letter 
include:

• The Bronx offers more 
advantages to Amazon than 
any other municipality. We 
are six miles from LaGuar-
dia Airport, 20 minutes 
from Kennedy Airport, and 
Manhattan is just a quick 
train ride away. 

• The Bronx is the only 
borough attached to the 
mainland United States, and 
we offer easy connections to 

Westchester, Connecticut 
and New Jersey by car. 

• We are in the midst of 
constructing a new Metro 
North commuter rail spur 
in the east Bronx. 

• Our borough has the 
largest number of colleges, 
parkland and hospitals in 
New York City. 

• We are the home of 
the New York Yankees, the 
Bronx Zoo, Wave Hill and 
the New York Botanical 
Garden. 

• We have our own beach 
and are home to the oldest 
golf course in the nation. 

• Last year, our borough 
saw $3.27 billion in total de-
velopment, 37 percent higher 
than 2015 and the most of 
any year since 2009. 

• In 2016, the Bronx also 
saw more than 14.2 million 
square feet of total develop-
ment, 41 percent more than 
2015 and, once again, the 
most since 2009. 

• Since 2009, the Bronx 
has seen nearly $13 billion 
and 70 million square feet of 
total development. 

• Over 110,000 more 
Bronx residents have jobs 
today than did in May 2009, 
and unemployment has been 
cut by more than half. 

The letter was signed 
by Diaz and all the Bronx 
elected offi cials.
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A Bronx future for Amazon?; electeds 
entice retail giant to open HQ2 here

“Our borough already has a 
working relationship with Ama-
zon and we would welcome 
them to the Bronx with open 
arms. We have numerous lo-
cations that could meet their 
needs and a skilled workforce 
to go with them.” - Borough 
President Ruben Diaz, Jr.  
             File Photo

Multiplex Cinemas site in contract 
for seventy-fi ve million dollars

The Whitestone Multiplex Cinemas site is once again in contract for sale, this time for $75 million. The 
movie theater closed in 2012 after being a landmark in the community for 30 years. Bronx Times 
Reporter fi le photo

from Page 1
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2021, according to William 
Nyman, a senior project 
manager at Hardesty & 
Hanover, the development 
company overseeing the 
bridge’s replacement. 

He participated in a 
Wednesday, January 11, 
presentation at Monsignor 
Scanlan High School.

Extell had purchased 
the Whitestone Multiplex 
Cinemas site for $41 mil-
lion in 2015 from the Light-
stone Group, a Manhattan-
based real estate company.

The Innovo Property 
Group, 1370 Avenue of the 
Americas, was founded by 
Andrew Chung in 2015, ac-
cording to sources. 

Prior to starting IPG, 
Chung was a partner at The 
Carlyle Group, heading the 
U.S. Real Estate Fund in 
the N.Y. offi ce for 10 years. 

Earlier in his career, 
Chung worked from a Wash-
ington, D.C., offi ce in 2000 as 
an associate in the acquisi-
tions group. 

Chung graduated from 
the Wharton School of 
Business with a B.S. in 
Economics.

Square Mile Capital, 350 
Park Avenue, is a leading 
investment manager with 
a history of investing in 
commercial real estate at 
all points in the market cy-
cle on behalf of investors, 
according to its website.

The Bronx Times Re-
porter contacted IPG and 
SMC via phone and email, 
with no response from IPG 
and a brief email replay 
from the press contact at 
SMC. 

IPG and SMC are part-
ners in this venture hoping 
to close the deal by the end 
of this month. 

They plan to raze the 
movie theater, which 
would more than double 
the size of the parking lot 
from 360,000 square feet to 
740,000 square feet, accord-
ing to Crain’s. 

This would boost po-
tential parking revenue to 

about $6 million annually, 
and reap 6 percent on their 
investment. 

And, regarding their 
longer-term plans, they 
intend to develop 740,000 
square feet of industrial 
space to lease to e-com-
merce companies for last-
minute deliveries.

Prior to the Lightstone 
Group, the multiplex’s 
owner was  KBT Theaters 
LLC of Norwood, MA. 

Lightstone bought it for 
$30 million in 2012 with 
plans to convert the site 
into a ‘Woodbury Com-
mons’ type retail outlet 
mall.

The movie theater was 
originally developed by the  
Sumner Redstone theater 
empire on a property that 
featured a drive-in theater 
decades earlier..

The Crain’s article 
listed Josh King among 
the investment sales team 
from Cushman and Wake-
fi eld that arranged the 
sale. 

from Page 1
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“A Miracle In The Making!” - CBS TV
  One on One Tutoring for K–12th grade
  Below, At or Above Grade Level Students
  LD - ADD - ADHD - Dyslexia - Special Needs
  Your child will read better, faster with greater fluency and comprehension  

   advancing one year every 4–8 weeks
  Grades, confidence and self esteem will soar as they learn to love reading 

   and school
  Your 3, 4, & 5 year old will learn 15–30 words in the 1st session
  No contracts – Open 7 days a week
  FREE Consultation – 35 Years Certified Experience

ACHIEVE  
3 TO 6 YEARS OF  

READING IMPROVEMENT 
IN ONE YEAR!!!

Dicker Reading Method
75 Brook Street, Scarsdale | 914.472.0600 | www.DickerReading.com

CHILDREN AT OR 
BELOW GRADE 

LEVEL WILL BECOME 
THE BEST READERS 

IN THEIR CLASS

WATCH OUR VIDEOS TO LEARN MORE   www.DickerReading.com

SOLVE YOUR CHILD’S 
READING PROBLEM



BY PATRICK ROCCHIO
The Throggs Neck Strong coali-

tion got a second face-to-face meet-
ing with a landlord concerning the 
future of an important building. 

Leaders of the coalition met 
with Steward Redevelopment lead-
ers and lawyers on Wednesday, Sep-
tember 13 to discuss community 
concern and renter grievances at 
2800 Bruckner Boulevard, an offi ce 
building sold to the company over 
the summer. 

Coalition leaders, including TNS 
chairman Steve Kaufman and co-
chair Bob Jaen, said that the meet-
ing, which took place at Kaufman’s 
offi ce, seemed to be bring about 
more progress. 

According to Kaufman, Mi-
chael Fernandes, the owner of 2800 
Bruckner Boulevard, and others in 
his company, were present at the 
meeting. 

“They were there for an hour 
and a half and there was a thorough 
discussion as to what is going on in 
the building,” said Kaufman. “He 
was giving us assurances that he 
would not have things going on in 
the building that would be upset-
ting to the community.” 

No deals had been fi nalized, ac-

cording to Kaufman and Jaen, but 
among the assurances was that it 
wouldn’t be a homeless shelter, as 
some in the community had fi rst 
believed. 

“It was a fruitful meeting and 
we straightened out a lot of issues,” 
said Jaen, adding “It was a good 
meeting, very transparent; the only 
thing I had an issue with was that 
they were thinking of putting a 
pharmacy in there.” 

Jaen believes that a pharmacy 
would require 24-hour security as 
they can be targeted for controlled 
substances thefts. 

“We are still in negotiations, 
but things look much better and 
brighter than it was before,” said 
Jaen. 

Based on Jaen’s understanding, 
there will be a sensory gym for au-
tistic children and some kind of 
treatment for post traumatic stress 
disorder, PTSD. 

The meeting builds on a dia-
logue from an earlier meeting be-
tween TNS and Steward Redevelop-
ment on Thursday, August 17. 

Community near the building 
had been concerned when Stew-
ard Redevelopment, a well-known 
developer of supportive housing, 

purchased facility because the com-
pany was unclear about its inten-
tions. 

Tenants in the building were 

equally as concerned, after they re-
ceived eviction notices from Stew-
ard Redevelopment, only to receive 
another letter on Monday, August 

21 that indicated they would not be 
evicted. 

Steward Redevelopment markets 
itself as “New York’s preferred spe-
cial needs housing provider,” and 
as a behavioral health provider. 

According to a source, Steward 
Redevelopment’s proposal for the 
building is ‘Miracle City,’ a well-
ness center that Fernandes spoke 
about in a previously published in-
terview Bronx Times.  

The types of services provided 
at Miracle City could be related to 
nutrition and fi tness, internal med-
icine, behavioral health, certifi ed 
training and vocational programs, 
as well as transportation services, 
according to the source. 

Assemblyman Michael Bene-
detto, along with representatives 
from Senator Jeff Klein and Coun-
cilman James Vacca attended the 
meeting, according to Jaen. 

A Klein spokesman said that 
the senator would continue to in-
vestigate the validity of Fernandes’ 
proposals with regards to the build-
ing. 

“Nothing Mr. Fernandes pre-
sented at the meeting has changed 
my opposition to his plans for 2800 
Bruckner Boulevard,” said Klein. 
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Members of the Throggs Neck Strong coalition, tenants at 2800 Bruckner Bou-
levard and elected offi cials met with the new owners of this building in Throggs 
Neck. Community News Group / Patrick Rocchio

TNS meets with Steward owner on 2800 Bruckner
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BRIDAL FASHION
BRIDAL CENTER
7233 Amboy Road, Staten Island, (718) 227-8647
www.alwaysabridesmaidboutique.com

BRIDAL STYLES BOUTIQUE
905 Ave. U, Brooklyn, (718) 339–3222
www.bridalstylesboutique.com

KLEINFELD BRIDAL SAMPLE STUDIO
123 West 20th St., New York, NY 10011 
(2nd fl oor across from Kleinfeld Bridal) 
(917) 388-2341, www.kleinfeldbridal.com/sample-studio

MONEY SAVER SHOES INC.
Specializing Wide Widths, Dyeable & Evening Shoes
2098 Flatbush Ave., Brooklyn, (718) 258-0171

ULTIMATE FASHIONS
4255 Amboy Rd., SI, NY 10308, (718) 605-3274
316 Woodbridge Center Drive, Woodbridge, NJ 07095
(732) 750-1174, ultfash@optonline.net  
Staten Island Mall, Lower Level, Macy’s Wing 
SI, NY 10314, (718) 370-2984, www.ultfash.com

TUXEDOS
TUXEDO WORLD OF STATEN ISLAND
2791 Richmond Ave., #6, SI, NY 10314
(718) 698-4859, www.tuxedoworldsi.com

CATERING & VENUES
ADRIA HOTEL & CONFERENCE CENTER
221-17 Northern Boulevard, Bayside, NY 11361
(718) 631-5900, www.adriahotelny.com

ATLAS STEAKHOUSE
943 Coney Island Avenue, off  18th Ave., Brooklyn, NY
(646) 494-7227, www.AtlasSteak.com

BAY RIDGE MANOR
476 76th St., Brooklyn, (718) 748-8855
www.bayridgemanor.com

BAYSIDE HISTORICAL SOCIETY
208 Totten Ave. - Fort Totten, Bayside, NY 11359, 
(718) 352-1548, www.baysidehistorical.org/rentals.html

BUCKLEY’S
2926 Ave. S, Brooklyn, NY
(718) 998-4222, www.buckleyscaterers.com

DYKER BEACH GOLF COURSE
86th Street and 7th Avenue, Brooklyn, NY 11228
(718) 836–9722 x 1 or privateeventdirector@dykerbeachgc, 
www.dykerbeachgc.com

EDIBLE ARRANGEMENTS
133-22 Springfi eld Blvd., (718) 528-3344
158-18 Cross Bay Blvd., (718) 848-3344
1357 Fulton St., (718) 622-3344
1557 Ralph Ave., (718) 451-3344
www.ediblearrangements.com/stores/StoreLocator.aspx

GLEN TERRACE
5313 Ave. N, Brooklyn (718) 252-4614

GRAND OAKS COUNTRY CLUB
200 Huguenot Ave., Staten Island
(718) 356–2771, www.grandoaksnyc.com

GRAND PROSPECT HALL
263 Prospect Ave., Brooklyn, (718) 788-0777
www.grandprospecthall.com

GREENHOUSE CAFE
7717 Third Ave., Brooklyn, (718) 833-8200
www.greenhousecafe.com

HUNTERS STEAK HOUSE
9404 Fourth Ave., Brooklyn 11209, (718) 238-8899
www.HuntersSteakhouse.com

IL FORNETTO
2902 Emmons Ave. in Brooklyn, (718) 332-8494
www.ilFornettoRestaurant.com

ISLAND CHATEAU
900 West Fingerboard Rd, Staten Island, NY 10305
(718) 447-5882, IslandChateau.com

KENNEDY’S BREEZY POINT
406 Bayside, Rockaway Point, NY 11697
(718) 945-0202, www.kennedysbreezypoint.com

MARBELLA RESTAURANT
220-33 Northern Blvd., Bayside, NY 11361
(718) 423-0100, www.marbella-restaurant.com

NICK’S LOBSTER HOUSE
2777 Flatbush Ave., Brooklyn, NY 11234,  (718) 253-7117
Waterfront Dining
www.nickslobsterhouse.com

PARADISE CATERING HALL
51 Avenue U, Brooklyn, NY 11223
(718) 372-4352, www.theparadisecateringhall.com

THE PEARL ROOM
8518 - 3rd Avenue, Brooklyn, NY 11209
(718) 833-6666, www.pearlroombklyn.com

PELHAM BAY & SPLIT ROCK GOLF COURSE
870 Shore Road, Bronx, NY 10464, (718) 885-1258 x224 or  
privateeventdirector@pelhamsplitrock
http://www.pelhamsplitrock.com

QUEENS BOTANICAL GARDEN
43-50 Main St, Flushing, NY 11355 (718) 886-3800 x201
www.queensbotanical.org/weddingsandevents

SCHNITZEL HAUS
7319 5th Avenue, Bay Ridge, NY 11029
(718) 836-5600, www.schnitzelhausny.com

SIRICO’S CATERERS
8015-23 13th Ave., Brooklyn, (718) 331-2900,
www.siricoscaterers.net

TERRACE ON THE PARK
52-11 111 Street, Flushing, NY 11368, (718) 592-5000,
www.terraceonthepark.com

THE VANDERBILT AT SOUTH BEACH
300 Father Capodanno Blvd., Staten Island
(718) 447-0800, www.vanderbiltsouthbeach.com

LODGING
ADRIA HOTEL AND CONFERENCE CENTER
221-17 Northern Boulevard, Bayside, NY 11361
www.adriahotelny.com, (800) 272-3742

ENTERTAINMENT
AMAZING BOTTLE DANCERS
(800) 716-0556, pasproductions@yahoo.com 
www.bottledancers.com

E-SQUARED PRODUCTIONS/
360 ENTERTAINMENT
4308 Richmond Ave. in Staten Island or 
1665 Bath Ave. in Brooklyn, (718) 227–3235, 
www.e2dj.com

FAVORS & INVITATIONS
UNFORGETTABLE EVENTS
2049 Flatbush Ave in Brooklyn, (718) 377-4535,

FLORISTS
FLORAL FANTASY
3031 Quentin Rd. in Brooklyn, (718) 998-7060 or
(800) 566–8380, www.fl oralfantasyny.com
HENRY’S FLORIST
8103 Fifth Ave. in Brooklyn, (800) 543-6797 or 
(718) 238–3838, www.henrysfl oristweddingevents.com
MARINE FLORIST AND DECORATORS
1995 Flatbush Ave. in Brooklyn, (800) 447-6730 or 
(718) 338-3600, www.marinefl orists.com

JEWELRY
BENNY’S JEWELRY
89-02 165th Street, Suite B-1, Jamaica, NY 11432
(718) 526-4613, www.bennyny.com

BOBBY’S JEWELERS DIAMOND SPECIALIST
514 - 81 Street, Brooklyn, NY, 11209, (718) 745-1725

LIMOUSINE SERVICES
MILA LIMOUSINE CORPORATION
(718) 232-8973, www.milalimo.com

ROMANTIQUE/DOUBLE DIAMOND LIMOUSINES
1421-86 Street, Brooklyn (718) 351-7273
2041-Hylan Blvd., SI, (718) 351-7273, www.rddlimos.com

SERGI’S PARTY LIMO
171-15A Northern Blvd., Queens, NY 11358, (718) 353-5466, 
(212) 682-4040, (516) 489-4040, Toll Free: (888) 546-6134, 
(888) limo-134, Fax: (718) 353-5499, info@sergislimo.com, 
www.sergislimo.com

SOPHISTICATED LIMOUSINES
Serving the Tri state area & NJ, (866) 455-5466

VIP LIMOS SVC
(516) 488-LIMO(5466), www.viplimosvc.com

PHOTOGRAPHY & VIDEO
FANTASY PHOTOGRAPHY
3031 Quentin Rd., Brooklyn (718) 998-0949
www.fantasyphotographyandvideo.com

GLAMOUR ME PHOTO & VIDEO
104-12 111th St., South Richmond Hill, 
(888) 400-2738 or (718) 504–1970, www.glamourmestudio.com

ONE FINE DAY PHOTOGRAPHERS
459 Pacifi c St., Massapequa Park, (516) 690–1320
www.onefi nedayphotographers.com

SALONS
PILO ARTS SALON
8412 3 Ave., Brooklyn, NY 11209
(718) 748–7411, www.piloarts.com

SERVICES
COSMETIC & LASER CENTER OF BAY RIDGE
9921 4th Ave., Brooklyn, NY 11209, (718) 833-2793 or 
(718) 833-7616, www.BayRidgeDerm.com

ELITE WEIGHT LOSS
1316 Kings Highway, Brooklyn, NY 11229
917-444-3043, EliteWeightLossNY.com

JOSEPH LICHTER, D.D.S.
1420 Ave. P,  Brooklyn, (718) 339-7878, www.josephlichterdds.co

OMNI DENTAL CARE
313 Kings Hwy. in Brooklyn
(718) 376-8656, www.omnidentalcare.com

THE VEIN CENTER OF THE VASCULAR INSTITUTE OF NY
Dr. Natalie Marks, 960 - 50 Street, Brooklyn, NY 11219
(718) 438-0067, www.vascularnyc.com

TRAVEL
JO-LYN TRAVEL AGENCY
7505-15th Avenue, Brooklyn, NY 11219
(718) 232-3139, jolyntravel@aol.com

WEDDING EXPOS
BOSCO’S WEDDING EXPO
www.cl.boscoweddings.com
BRIDAL AFFAIR
(718) 317–9701, www.bridalaff air.com
GREAT BRIDAL EXTRAVAGANZA
North Babylon, NY 11703, 631-667-EXPO (3976)
www.greatbridalextravaganza.com

TO BE INCLUDED IN THIS DIRECTORY CALL (718) 260–2500
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Artist Laury Hopkins sold some of her vibrant 
fl oral paintings at this year’s arts and crafts 
fair. Photo by Miriam Quin

Artist Anna Fugazzi proudly displayed her homemade vases, glasswares 
and jewelry. Photo by Miriam Quin

Rhonda Harrow proudly displayed some of her visually stunning pottery 
and sculptures. Photo by Miriam Quin

Thingsbyeli’s Elijah Cruz sold several of his spooktacu-
lar Halloween candle holders for charity. 
 Photo by Miriam Quin

Angela Manfredi crocheted some hats, sweaters, 
ponchos and blankets for her customers. 
 Photo by Miriam Quin

The City Island Chamber of Commerce got creative hosting 
its annual City Island Fall Arts and Crafts Fair on Saturday, 
September 9 and Sunday, September 10 along City Island Av-
enue. The fair featured artwork from over 50 local businesses 
and vendors including jewelry, fi ne art, wood crafts, stained 
glass, photography, candles, soap, body care products, cro-
chet, face painting and more.

Chamber Hosts
CI Fall Arts &

Crafts Fair

(below) Jackie Pettiford (l) and Ethel Sorrell sold organic 
sugar scrubs and body butter at the fair. Photo by Miriam Quin
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$15OFF
BUY ONE PAIR OF SAS SHOES

$40OFF
BUY TWO PAIR OF SAS SHOES

$20 off each additional pair

SALE 9/23 – 10/9

MADE IN AMERICA
Since 1976

SCENIC OUR NEW ULTIMATE COMFORT FLAT
Shown in Bronze, Scarlet Red, Black Lace 

and Black
Also available in a variety of rich, premium 

textured leathers

GATEWAY SHOPPING CENTER
2500 Central Park Ave., #22-5, Yonkers, NY 10710

Phone : (914) 395-0037
sasshoesyonkers.com

Mon-Wed: 9:30am to 6pm
Thu: 9:30am to 8pm

Fri-Sat: 9:30am to 6pm
Sun: 12pm to 5pm

SAS SHOES
Home of the hard to fi nd sizes

Men’s sizes range 6-15, 
slim to triple wide 

Women’s sizes range 4-12, 
slim-triple wide

�������� ����	


FREETIME
Black

Men’s Style

Women’s Style

SIMPLIFY
Antique Wine

DREAM
Navy

WILLOW
Walnut

BLISS Black
Leopard

TOUR MESH
Silver

�������� ����	


JV MESH
Grey

JOURNEY MESH
Blue

VENTURE
Grey 

Also available 
in Black and Navy

BOUTTIME
Mulch

BY PATRICK ROCCHIO
The closest primary election in 

the city fi nally has a winner. 
Exactly a week after primary 

day, on Tuesday, September 19, Di-
ana Ayala declared victory over 
Assemblyman Robert Rodriguez 
in the Democratic primary for the 
8th Council District, which covers 
part of the south Bronx (Mott Ha-
ven, Highbridge, Grand Concourse, 
Longwood, Port Morris) and East 
Harlem in Manhattan. 

The vote won’t be certifi ed until 
Tuesday, September 26, according 
to a NYC Board of Elections spokes-
woman, but Rodriguez conceded 
the race to Ayala after it became 
apparent that her lead was insur-
mountable. 

As of press time, according to an 
Ayala spokesman, 108 votes sepa-
rated the two top fi nishers in a race 
that included Tamika Mapp and Is-
rael Martinez. A Rodriguez spokes-
woman confi rmed similar unoffi -
cial numbers. 

“With all vote counting com-
plete, I am proud to declare victory 
today,” said Ayala. “There are innu-
merable people to thank, and I will 
make sure I speak to them directly 
over the coming weeks, from dedi-
cated volunteers to the women and 

men of organized labor.”
She thanked the City Council 

Speaker Melissa Mark-Viverito for 
being a mentor on the council, and 
a supporter. 

Ayala serves on the speaker’s 
staff. 

She said she was also grateful 
for the support of Borough Presi-
dent Ruben Diaz Jr. and Congress-

man Adriano Espaillat. 
As the polls closed, it appeared 

that Ayala had handily defeated Ro-
driguez in the Bronx portion of the 
district, 1,752 votes to 944 votes re-

spectively. 
Roughly half of the district is in 

the borough, but more than half of 
the vote comes from the Manhattan 
side, which was more supportive of 

Rodriguez, according to a source. 
Ayala was slightly ahead of Ro-

driguez overall after primary night, 
with 43.64% of the vote to 42.20% re-
spectively, with more than 97% of 

scanners reporting. 
“More than anything, this pro-

cess has shown that every vote 
counts,” said Rodriguez, adding “I 
offer my congrats to Diana Ayala, 

and I hope she can fulfi ll the prom-
ises she made; we need strong lead-
ership, and from the Assembly, I 
promise that I will continue to put 
our community fi rst.”

Rodriguez, in a statement, 
criticized what he felt was “neg-
ative rhetoric that did not com-
municate” what he had accom-
plished. 

The Democratic primary win-
ner, Ayala, said in a statement 
that the communities in the dis-
trict, like many around the city, 
are at a crossroads. 

“I will fi ght tirelessly to ensure 
that we do everything to protect 
the lives and provide affordabil-
ity for those who have grown up, 
are raising their families, or are 
retiring here,” said Ayala. 

She added: “I will be a commu-
nity champion who is unafraid to 
stand up to the wealthy and spe-
cial interests to deliver better 
schools, more affordable hous-
ing, and a safer city.”

A spokesman for DC 37, a la-
bor union of municipal employ-
ees, said that the race was four in 
the city where they sent activists 
and volunteers to successfully 
support their candidate, in this 
case Ayala. 

Ayala wins 8th Council District Democratic primary

With all vote counting complete, I am 
proud to declare victory today. There 

are innumerable people to thank, and I 
will make sure I speak to them directly 
over the coming weeks, from dedicated 

volunteers to the women and men of 
organized labor.

Diana Ayala
winner of Democratic primary
in the 8th City Council District
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POT of GOLD
Sherbee Antiques is a family-owned business that has been 

serving the tri-state area for over 60 years. 
We buy from the full contents of homes and estates 

to single items. We specialize in high-end goods such as 
antiques, art, fi ne porcelain, lighting, bronzes and sculptures. 

We have particular interest in fi ne jewelry, timepieces, 
diamonds, gold and silver. 

If you call we will come to you, free of charge, and evaluate 
what you are selling. We know the value of your possessions 
and are willing to pay top dollar on the spot. Please feel free 
to call seven days a week for a free same day consultation.

You may be sitting on a large fortune. 
Call Sherbee Antiques. They’ll tell you how much.

CALL TODAY 917-748-7622 OR 718-762-7448 
You’ll be glad you did.

Sherbee  Antiques
Est. 1940

BY ARTHUR CUSANO
As the south Bronx con-

tinues its slow but steady 
recovery from urban decay 
to a hip, revitalized des-
tination for the creative 
working class, developers 
are swooping in to build at-
tractive workspace. 

One such project is 
Union Crossing at 825 E. 
141st Street, a partner-
ship between Madison Re-
alty Capital, The Altmark 
Group, The Bluestone 
Group and Galil Manage-
ment.

Partner fi rms are bring-
ing all-new infrastructure 
into the former factory 
building. 

That includes replacing 
all the windows and eleva-
tors and repairing the fa-
çade, explained Madison 
Realty Capital director, De-
sign & Development Katie 
Scallon.

“We’ll be wrapping that 
up next year and we’ll have 
about 275,000 square feet 
available for lease as com-
mercial space,” Scallon 
said.

The 235,584-square-
foot factory building was 
purchased in 2016 for $44 
million from its longtime 
owner, the New Jersey-
based coupling and valve 
manufacturer National 
Equipment Corporation.

The building is eight sto-
ries tall. The fi rst fl oor will 
have retail space, while the 
upper fl oors will have a mix 
of offi ce and studio space.  

“We’d love to have retail 
on the fi rst fl oor to serve 
tenants and also people 
living and working in the 
neighborhood,” Scallon 
said.

The upper fl oors will 
be leased by offi ce tenants, 
or some kind of creative 
or light industrial artist 
space, she added.

“We are seeing a lot of 
interest from TAMI (tech-
nology, advertising, media 
and information), or cre-
ative offi ce type tenants,” 
she said.

The building is also well 
situated for commuters. 

Located just off the 
Bruckner Expressway, it is 
close to the Cypress Avenue 
IRT 6 train stop, located 
just blocks away. 

The neighborhoods of 
Port Morris and Hunts 
Point have been the scene 
of several high-end devel-
opment projects, including 
luxury waterfront housing 
and trendy restaurants ca-
tering to an affl uent demo-
graphic, which has also led 
to fear of Brooklyn-esque 
gentrifi cation. 

The new Fresh Direct 
headquarters will be com-
pleted next year and Silver 
Cup Studios just recently 
opened a new fi lm studio in 
the area.

Third Avenue Business 
Improvement District di-
rector Michael Brady said 
Union Crossing was indica-
tive of the types of projects 
he recommended as part 

of the master plan of the 
Bronx waterfront.

“These are the types of 
developments that we rec-
ommended in this area be-
cause it would be a mixed-
use center of commercial 
activity that offered fl ex-
ible offi ce space and studio 
spaces and ground retail 
amenities that would better 
serve the area,” he said.

Brady said the Altmark 
Group has a good reputa-
tion in the area, since it has 
been doing projects in the 
neighborhood for decades. 

He said he was also 
pleased Altmark hired JRT 
Realty to handle tenant re-
cruitment.

“That’s a certifi ed 
women-owned business,” 
Brady said. “We often talk 
about how do we empower 
our neighborhoods and 
I’m a big fan of putting our 
money where our mouth 
is.”

Brady said recent pro-
jections predict an uptick 
in food and technology 
businesses, which could be-
come anchor tenants along 
with the creative types the 
offi ce space is geared to-
ward.

“There are so many re-
ally amazing and talented 
artists in the Port Morris 
area, and allowing them to 
have an outlet that can act 
as studio space is vitally 
important to our commu-
nity fabric and our neigh-
borhood essence,” Brady 
said.

Creative workspace planned 
for Port Morris building 

The planned Union Crossing project at 825 E. 141st Street in Port Morris will have ground level retail 
and offi ce space geared toward the growing creative and tech industries. 
 Madison Realty Capital
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The Bronx County Democratic Party hosted 
a City Council Democratic Primary Victory 
Celebration on Tuesday, September 12 at Mae-
stro’s Caterers. This year’s local Democratic 
Primary winners were Borough President Ru-
ben Diaz, Jr.; Diana Ayala for 8th Council Dis-
trict; Councilman Andy King for 12th Council 
District; Assemblyman Mark Gjonaj for 13th 
Council District; Councilman Fernando Cabre-
ra for 14th Council District; Councilman Rafael 
Salamanca for 17th Council District and Sena-
tor Ruben Diaz, Sr. for 18th Council District. 
The winners will go on to compete in the City 
Council Election set for Tuesday, November 7. 

Council Democratic Primary

Victory Celebration
At Maestro’s

Assembly members Crespo (front, 2nd from l) and Gjonaj (front, c) joined their hands in the air to celebrate their victories.
 Photo by Silvio Pacifi co

Nobody was celebrating Gjonaj’s primary victory more than 
his mother Rosa (front, c). Photo by Silvio Pacifi co

Celebrating their victories together are (front, l-r) council 
members Salamanca and Cabrera and Senator Diaz, Sr.
 Photo by Silvio Pacifi co

Council members King (l) and Salamanca (r) 
congratulated each other for their primary 
victories. Photo by Silvio Pacifi co

(l-r) Mike Florio, Al D’Angelo, Silvio Mazzella, Ostacio Negron and Gene DeFrancis went 
to Maestro’s to celebrate the Democratic victories. Photo by Silvio Pacifi co

John Marano (l), Community Board 10 fi rst vice chairman and Thomas Messina 
(r) 82nd AD State Committeeman, congratulated Gjonaj on his Democratic Pri-
mary win. Photo by Silvio Pacifi co



B
R

O
N

X
 W

E
E

K
L

Y
   

S
e

p
t

e
m

b
e

r
 2

4
, 2

0
1

7
   

1
2

w
w

w
.B

X
T

im
e

s
.c

o
m

BY BOB GUILIANO
The grand opening of a park, 

converted from a former parking 
lot, at Kingsbridge Heights Com-
munity Center was celebrated on 
Wednesday, September 13.

The play area was made pos-
sible by an anonymous donor, ac-
cording to Margaret Della, KHCC 
executive director. 

The center, at 3101 Kingsbridge 
Terrace, developed a relationship 
with the donor, as well as the New 
York Restoration Project, which 
did prep work to improve the prop-
erty’s slope.

The NYRP “trimmed some 
trees, put in railroad ties to help 
with the adjustment of the dirt and 
the leveling off,” Della said. That 
work took place over a couple of 
weeks.

Once the ground was leveled, 
the donor sent about 120 of its em-
ployees  to build the park over a 
two-day period.

“They put down the gravel, 
mulch, shrubs, and planted to-
matoes, corn, herbs, mint,” Della 
said.

KHCC took about six months 
gaining community and staff in-
put, trying to create a space to 

provide for the privacy of children 
who are survivors of abuse, and 
those who have special needs, who 
participate in programs, accord-
ing to Della. The ages of partici-
pants range from fi ve to 20.

The center also wanted to ac-
commodate mature adults, or 
those with disabilities, by provid-
ing raised beds fi lled with mulch 
for growing plants. They can reach 
over to access the beds.

The park actually opened at the 
end of June, welcoming members 
of the community and offering a 
Butterfl y Café enterprise man-
aged by local teenagers. 

The center wanted to delay its 
grand opening until after school 
started and families returned 
from summer vacations.

The teens operating the Butter-
fl y Café worked barbeque grills, 
cooking burgers, ribs, corn, and 
even prepped fruit salads, accord-
ing to Della. 

They operated the café on Mon-
days and Fridays, raising money 
for the center’s after-school pro-
gram.

“They were dipping their toes 
into entrepreneurship, service 
and worked with us on those days 

throughout the summer,” Della 
said. 

Some teens who worked the But-
terfl y Café were with the Summer 
Youth Employment Program, and 

others were group leaders with the 
summer camp that runs from after 
July 4 through mid-August.

The KHCC works to help fami-
lies receive education, support, nu-

trition, and therapy. When cases 
involving domestic violence and 
abuse arise, the center provides 
resources to survivors, according 
to Della.

“We always take steps to make 
sure that family members are 
safe, children are safe and being 
taken care of,” Della said in an in-
terview with development intern 
Katharine Krchnavy posted on the 
KHCC website, http://www.khcc-
nyc.org.

“If there is a situation where a 
family is in a shelter or becomes 
homeless, we want to continue to 
provide services to ensure that 
children and families aren’t lost,” 
Della stated. We want to mitigate 
the negatives for these families as 
much as possible.”

Della also noted that KHCC 
is there for people when ‘life hap-
pens.’ 

“People lose their jobs. Abuse 
happens. KHCC is a resource that 
provides intervention so these 
types of traumatic situations don’t 
derail people indefi nitely. We 
make sure that they can receive 
whatever they need to get back on 
track so they can focus on the next 
step.”

KHCC celebrates grand opening of donated park

Erick Martin looks over some of the plants in a bed that’s part of the new park at 
the Kingsbridge Heights Community Center. 
 Courtesy of Kingsbridge Heights Community Center

BY ARTHUR CUSANO
One of the borough’s most 

famous musicians has been 
immortalized with a street 
renaming.

Donald Byrd II was one 
of the most prominent jazz 
trumpeters of the 1950s and 
1960s, and would later pio-
neer the fusion style that in-
corporated R & B and other 
influences, further cement-
ing his influaence on the 
great American genre.  

The corner of Teasdale 
Place and Boston Road was 
renamed Donald Byrd Way 
on Saturday, September 9.

Byrd died in 2013 at the 
age of 80 with hundreds of 
influential recordings under 
his belt.

As a member of Art 
Blakey’s Jazz Messengers, 
Byrd played alongside John 
Coltrane, Sonny Rollins, 
Max Roach and many other 
jazz legends. 

He found further success 
as a solo artist and a band-
leader through the seventies, 
releasing 24 albums on the 

prominent Blue Note label 
alone. 

Byrd scored his biggest hit 
with the 1973 album ‘Black 
Byrd,’ a defining entry into 
what would later be known 
as Jazz Fusion. 

The album reached num-
ber 88 on the Billboard al-
bum chart.

Bronx author and histo-
rian Bob Gumbs said Byrd 
was among a slew of jazz mu-
sicians that once called the 
borough home. 

“Maxine Sullivan, Henry 
‘Red’ Allen and Elmo Hope 
all made their homes in  
Morrisania, which is some-
thing that a lot of people are 
not aware of,” he said.

Byrd arrived in New York 
with his family in 1956 from 
Detroit and settled in the 
Teasdale Place development, 
Gumbs said. 

He first took a job teach-
ing music at a local junior 
high school. 

While the Bronx was a 
popular place for jazz musi-
cians to call home, Gumbs 

said it was also a hotspot for 
jazz clubs in its own right. 

“There were a number 
of clubs like Club 845, Fred-
die’s, Blue Morocco and 
Hunts Point Palace and Bos-
ton Road Ballroom - all ven-
ues for jazz performers,” he 
said.

Byrd also served as a men-

tor to Herbie Hancock, one of 
the most famous jazz pianists 
who has also enjoyed cross-
over mainstream success. 

Gumbs said Byrd opened 
his home to Hancock when 
he first arrived in New York 
from Chicago.

Donald Byrd III has been 
continuing his father’s leg-

acy through The Donald 
Byrd Cultural Foundation. 

The foundation sponsors 
music and artistic produc-
tions for youth.

Byrd said his father is 
best remembered not just as 
an artist but also for his con-
tributions to jazz studies and 
education. 

Byrd spent much of his 
life teaching and studying 
jazz at universities across 
the country, and was an avid 
collector of African-Ameri-
can Art. 

He introduced jazz stud-
ies to numerous colleges 
and founded the program at 
Howard University where 
he recorded with a group of 
student musicians, the Black 
Byrds. 

“It’s not so much musical 
education as cultural educa-
tion,” Byrd said. “We’re look-
ing at bridging music with 
social studies, mathematics 
and art. We want to show 
youth that today’s music, like 
rap, stems from jazz - Jazz is 
America’s true art form.”

Jazz Great Donald Byrd Honored at Street Renaming

(l-r) Donald Byrd’s daughter Jenai Solomon, former band Black Byrd band mem-
ber and guitarist Orville Saunders, Byrd’s grandson Juspaul Spires and jazz fan 
Chris Colenan proudly displayed the ceremonial street sign honoring the late 
local jazz legend Donald Byrd. Photo by Silvio Pacifi co
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BY BOB GUILIANO
The Bronx Children’s Mu-

seum will be awarded a $7,500 
community grant by the Ron-
ald McDonald House Charities 
New York Tri-State Area on 
Saturday, September 23.

The RMHC NYTSA check 
presentation, hosted by the 
New York Tri-State Area Mc-
Donald’s Owner Operators As-
sociation, will also include an 
opportunity to tour and learn 
more about the Bronx Chil-
dren’s Museum’s ‘Waters On 
the Go’ program. 

Waters on the Go features 
a retrofitted school bus that 
contains a mobile interactive 
environmental science exhibit 
designed to help pre-K through 
third-grade teachers supple-
ment their science and social 
studies lessons.

The event will take place at 
11 a.m. at P.S. 55, 450 St. Paul’s 
Place. 

Expected to attend are 
elected officials, community 
leaders, McDonald’s owner/
operators, and Natalie Wood, 
Bronx Children’s Museum pro-
gram manager.

The museum is without 
walls at present, with the brick 
and mortar museum expected 
to open in late 2018, according 
to Chris Perry, executive direc-
tor of RMHC NYTSA.

“As it exists now, it is a spe-
cially equipped bus that brings 
certain exhibits to community-
based organizations, schools, 
shelters and libraries,” Perry 

said. “It also goes to festivals 
and parks as well.”

Since 2012, RMHC NYTSA 
has funded the Bronx Museum 
‘without walls’ with about 
$42,500 in community grant 
money, Perry said.

The money not only helps 
the museum operate the bus, 
but helped finance publishing 
books such as ‘Little Friends’ 

and ‘Little Friends of Orchard 
Beach,’ both available on ama-
zon.com.

To provide the Bronx’s chil-
dren with an interactive place 
to learn and play, BCM is de-
veloping with the city 13,000 
square feet of space in a city-
owned building scheduled to 
open in late 2018.

It is located on public park-
land just steps away from 
Yankee Stadium on the Har-
lem River in the South Bronx.  
The facility will serve nearly 
75,000 children each year and 
will feature:

 • Bright, open theme-based 
areas (e.g., science, arts/cul-
ture and the early learner)

• Age-appropriate perma-
nent and temporary interac-
tive activities exploring the 
arts, culture, community, nat-
ural resources, greening, en-
ergy and the richness of the 
Bronx

• Flexible studio space for 
community gatherings, meet-
ings and birthdays

• Offices for BCM educators 
and administration

To date, BCM has secured 

$9 million in New York City 
funding, $3 million in private 
funding and $4 million from 
the state assembly for bricks-
and-mortar funding to develop 
and open the museum’s facil-
ity. BCM has a minimum inter-
active exhibit activity budget of 
$3.5 million.  

One of the people who’s 
strongly affiliated with the mu-
seum is Sonia Manzano, a semi-
retired actress who played Ma-
ria on Sesame Street from 1971 
to 2015, according to Perry. 

Raised in the South Bronx, 
Manzano’s story influenced 
the book, ‘Little Friends of the 
High Bridge,’ because she grew 
up in the High Bridge area.

“Ronald McDonald House 
Charities has a community 
grant program where we give 
money away to other nonprof-
its to benefit children,” Perry 
said.

The Bronx Children’s Mu-
seum seeks to inspire children 
from infancy to 9 years of age 
and their families/caregivers 
to learn about themselves, their 
surroundings and to become 
caregivers of the planet.

Bronx Children’s Museum to receive $7,500 grant

To provide the Bronx’s children with an interactive place to learn and play, Bronx 
Children’s Museum  is developing with the city 13,000 square feet of space in a 
city-owned building scheduled to open in late 2018. It is located on public park-
land just steps away from Yankee Stadium on the Harlem River in the South Bronx.  
The facility will serve nearly 75,000 children each year. Courtesy of Bronx Children’s 
Museum

BY ROBERT WIRSING
A dangerous Bronx roadway is 

undergoing an extensive overhaul.
Dozens of Bronxites joined 

council members Vanessa Gibson, 
Andrew Cohen and Ritchie Torres; 
Transportation Alternatives and 
Bronx Health REACH for a Com-
plete the Concourse Rally on Thurs-
day, September 14 at Lou Gehrig 
Plaza supporting a comprehensive 
safety redesign of the Grand Con-
course.

Organized by Transportation 
Alternatives’ Bronx Activist Com-
mittee, ‘Complete the Concourse’ 
suggests incorporating such life-
saving improvements as traffi c 
calming measures, protected bike 
paths, curb extensions and dedi-
cated bus lanes for the thorough-
fare.

According to TransAlt, the 
180-foot-wide, 4.5-mile-long road 
encourages speeding and reck-
less driving putting thousands of 
Bronxites at daily risk.

From July 2012 to August 2016, 
over 1,069 people were injured and 
13 were killed along the Concourse, 
making it a Vision Zero priority 
corridor.

“Thirteen fatalities on the Grand 

Concourse is 13 too many,” stated 
Councilman Cohen. “The many 
Bronxites who use the Grand Con-
course everyday shouldn’t need to 
be concerned about their safety.”

The corridor is undergoing a 
four-phase capital program rede-
sign covering East 161st Street to 
Fordham Road, leaving important 
stretches of the Concourse without 
life-saving features.

The Complete the Concourse 
Coalition is demanding protected 
bike lanes and bus lanes on the 
stretch of the thoroughfare already 
covered by the capital project plan.

“Bronxites need a safe, effi cient 
way to travel to work, school or 
shops along the Grand Concourse 
that is inclusive to all forms of 
transportation: walking, cycling 
and public transit,” explained Paul 
Steely White, TransAlt executive 
director.

“The Grand Concourse is among 
the most highly traffi cked thor-
oughfares in the city making it par-
ticularly deserving of investments 
that preserve safety and promote 
economic development,” expressed 
Gibson.

“The city should move promptly 
to revamp the corridor to protect 

public safety and ensure it can 
tackle increased traffi c demands,” 
said Torres.

NYC Department of Transporta-
tion stated Phase I from East 161st 
to East 166th streets has been com-
pleted while Phase II from East 
166th to East 171st streets will be 
fi nished either this December or 
January.

As part of this project, the bike 
lane was re-aligned from along-
side the parking lane to the left side 

of the service roads and painted 
green.

DOT added this treatment on the 
northbound service road between 
East 163rd and East 166th streets.

Phase III’s design from East 
171st to East 175th streets is com-
plete and work begins this October. 
Construction will be completed by 
fall 2019.

Phase IV from East 175th Street 
to Fordham Road is fi nalizing its 
design and construction should 

wrap up by winter 2020.
At 1.5 miles, Phase IV is the lon-

gest stretch of the thoroughfare to 
be redesigned.

As with other portions of the 
Concourse, the medians will be 
widened and landscaped which will 
calm traffi c, shorten crossing dis-
tances and provide more robust ref-
uge for pedestrians.

DOT is also examining the pos-
sibility of incorporating raised pro-
tected bicycle lanes.

DOT continues Grand Concourse safety improvements

A rendering of the proposed Grand Concourse Safety Redesign. Photo courtesy of Transportation Alternatives





BY ARTHUR CUSANO
The head of the Third Av-

enue Business Improvement 
District is calling on the city 
to expedite the renovation of 
Roberto Clemente Plaza that is 
years behind schedule.

Roberto Clemente Plaza is 
located in the Bronx Hub, the 
busiest transit and commerce 
center in the south Bronx 
where four roads converge: 
East 149th Street and Willis, 
Melrose and 3rd avenues. 

The long-delayed project 
will convert the existing plaza 
into a bench and tree-lined 
public gathering space for lo-
cal residents and commuters. 

Third Avenue Business Im-
provement District director 
Michael Brady said the project 
is almost three years behind 
schedule, and that the con-
struction fencing and other 
equipment have severely re-
duced vehicle and foot traffi c, 
forced several businesses to 
close their doors. 

“The project was in the plan-
ning phase for 10 years, under 
construction for nearly fi ve 
and delayed for almost three,” 
Brady said. “This plaza has 
the potential to be a fantastic 
community asset. It’s unfortu-
nate however that the city can-
not get out of its own way.”

Four businesses have been 
shuttered in and around the 
plaza and property owners 
have been left with vacant 
storefronts due to the con-
struction delays, according to 
Brady. 

One of the only pharma-
cies in the area, a Walgreens, 
recently left the area and a 
Checkers fast food restaurant 
closed without paying two 
years worth of rent, he added.

“For a business improve-
ment district, having empty 
storefronts at the ground level 
is never a good thing,” Brady 
said.

Delays have a number of 
causes, Brady explained, with 

some more understandable 
than others.

 A contractor initially in-
volved fi led for bankruptcy. 

In some instances the city 
ordered the wrong parts and 
equipment, and provided the 
wrong geological surveys to 
the involved agencies.

“There were moments of 
sheer incompetence from city 
agencies,” he said.

While Brady credited Bor-
ough President Ruben Diaz, 
Jr. and local Councilman Ra-
fael Salamanca for supporting 
the project, Brady is calling on 
the mayor to devote more man-
power and resources to the 
project, and complained that 
even large-scale projects like 
One World Trade Center were 
completed in far less time.

“The level of neglect is dis-
turbing,” he said.

The NYC Department of 
Transportation is handling 
the project, but the NYC De-
partment of Design and Con-

struction is overseeing the 
project. 

Calls to the DDC for com-
ment were not immediately re-
turned.

On Wednesday, September  
20, Governor Andrew Cuomo 
announced the Bronx Civic 
Center neighborhood in the 
south Bronx, of which the Hub 
is a part of, will receive $10 
million in funding and invest-
ments as the New York City 
winner of the second round of 
the Downtown Revitalization 
Initiative.

Brady said he hoped that 

the funding could be used to 
complete the project. 

“Our BID budget is $500,000, 
so a $10 million investment is 
certainly signifi cant,” he said.

Salamanca called the $10 
million investment a game-
charger for the Bronx. 

“Thanks to the Governor’s 
leadership, our neighbor-
hoods will receive the fund-
ing they need to implement 
strategic plans that will spur 
business growth, enhance our 
communities, and improve 
the quality of life for all Bronx 
residents.”

When he was fi rst as-
signed to the 41st Precinct, 
it was “the worst precinct 
on the planet,” he said. 

“I remember the vio-
lence when I was put over 
there,” he said. “I was from 
the Bronx, but I didn’t see 
that side of it.” 

It was replete with vio-
lence, drugs, people nod-
ding out in the street, shots 
fi red and stabbings that 
were a part of everyday life 
there when he fi rst hit the 
streets in 1970, he said.  

Nevertheless, he re-
called the start of his NYPD 
career, which ended when 
he was injured in a car 
crash as he rushed to help 
another offi cer, as a time 
when he was working with 
“the best of the best.” 

After 16 months in uni-
form, he moved onto plain-
clothes. 

“I wound up starting to 
make arrests and enjoyed 
it,” he said, adding that he 
got an adrenaline rush from 
making arrests. 

Friedman was involved 
in a many a fi ght in his 

youth, experiences that 
came in handy later on in 
life. 

“When you fi ght some-
one and you win, it is a good 
feeling,” said Friedman. 
“And now you are putting 
cuffs on them and you are 
fi ghting for a good reason: 
you are taking a guy off 
the street that preys on the 
weak.” 

By making hundreds 
and then thousands of ar-
rests, both off duty and on 
duty and in the New York 
and outside of it, he was pro-
moted to detective in 1975. 

“I was like a kid in a 
candy store,” said Fried-
man of this time, adding 
“The feeling was like I did 
not want it to stop.” 

One of his more memo-
rable incidents was a gun 
battle with an armed man 
who shot his partner and 
certainly would have shot 
him had Friedman not hit 
him fi rst, he said. 

“It was life and death, 
and I proved my mettle and 
shot it out with him,” said 
Friedman. 

Friedman said he sees 

the work of the police as a 
“thin blue line” protecting 
the public. 

John Roche, a former 

Bronx Times editor, pro-
vided additional commen-
tary for the Discovery 
series, and said that Fried-

man’s career was one of the 
most incredible in NYPD 
history. 

He said that Friedman’s 
exploits are a ‘lens’ through 
which we can capture a lot 
of the history of the bor-
ough.  
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Ralph Friedman’s new book detailing his NYPD career is called 
Street Warrior. Photo courtesy of Ralph Friedman

A promotional photo of Ralph 
Friedman, a highly decorated 
NYPD detective, for his new 
docu-series on the Discovery 
Channel called ‘Street Justice: 
The Bronx.’ 
 Photo courtesy of Discovery / Ralph 
Friedman

Hero detective’s exploits the subject of TV series

HUB BID leader wants long-
delayed plaza work fi nished

Third Avenue Bid director Michael Brady discusses the work on the Roberto Clem-
ente PLaza earlier this year. The city project is years behind schedule. File photo
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TOP DRIVER DISTRACTIONS
ADVERTORIAL

Using mobile phones
Leading the list of the 

top distractions behind the 
wheel are mobile phones. 
Phones now do more than 
just place calls, and driv-
ers often cannot pull away 
from their phones, even 
when driving. According to 
the California Department 
of Motor Vehicles, studies 
have shown that driving 
performance is lowered 
and the level of distraction 
is higher for drivers who 
are heavily engaged in cell 

phone conversations. The 
use of a hands-free device 
does not lower distraction 
levels. The percentage of 
vehicle crashes and near-
crashes attributed to di-
aling is nearly identical 
to the number associated 
with talking or listening. 

Daydreaming
Many people will admit 

to daydreaming behind 
the wheel or looking at a 
person or object outside of 
the car  for too long. Per-

haps they’re checking out 
a house in a new neighbor-
hood or thought they saw 
someone they knew on the 
street corner. It can be easy 
to veer into the direction 
your eyes are focused, caus-
ing an accident. In addition 
to trying to stay focused on 
the road, some drivers pre-
fer the help of lane depar-
ture warning systems.

Eating
Those who haven’t quite 

mastered walking and 

chewing gum at the same 
time may want to avoid 
eating while driving. The 
majority of foods require a 
person’s hands to be taken 
off of the wheel and their 
eyes to be diverted from the 
road. Reaching in the back 
seat to share some French 
fries with the kids is also 
distracting. 

Try to eat meals before 
getting in the car. For 
those who must snack 
while en route, take a 
moment to pull over at 

a rest area and spend 10
minutes snacking there 
before resuming the
trip.

Reading
Glancing at an adver-

tisement, updating a Fa-
cebook status or reading
a book are all activities 
that should be avoided 
when driving. Even pour-
ing over a traffic map or 
consulting the digital 
display of a GPS system 
can be distracting.


