
BY BRONX TIMES STAFF
Mark Gjonaj, Ruben Diaz Jr. 

and Ruben Diaz Sr. were among the 
Democratic primary victors cel-
ebrating at Maestro’s Caterers on 
Tuesday, September 12.

Gjonaj, Democratic candidate 
for the 13th Council District, sur-
passed Marjorie Velazquez with 
38.63 percent of the votes to her 
34.36 percent, about 360 votes, with 
95.6 percent of the votes reported 
by the Board of Elections. 

John Doyle came in a distant 
third with 19.10 percent, followed 
by Victor Ortiz, 6% and perennial 

candidate Egidio Semintelli at the 
back of the pack with only 3%.

The 5-way race, that was marred 
by truth-challenged negative ad-
vertising put out by political nov-
ices Velazquez and Doyle against 
Assemblyman Gjonaj, was a nail-
biter, that practically went down to 
the wire.

Velazquez, whose candidacy 
was propped up by outgoing Coun-
cilman James Vacca, along with 
supporters, remained optimistic 
as she fell further and further be-
hind as the results fi ltered into 

BY ARTHUR CUSANO
Local elected leaders are rail-

ing against city policy that al-
lowed a sex offender to live in 
the former Whitestone Capri Ho-
tel at 555 Hutchinson River Park-
way, located near the Whitestone 
Bridge in a family homeless shel-
ter among young children.

The sex offender in question 
was on probation for raping a 
15-year-old. 

The issue of sex offenders liv-
ing in close proximity to minors 

has drawn scrutiny in recent 
weeks.  

According to a report pub-
lished last month by the Inde-
pendent Democratic Conference, 
of which Senator Jeff Klein is the 
most prominent member, there 
are 93 registered sex offenders 
citywide living within 1,000 feet 
of a pre-kindergarten facility 
and 60 living within 1,000 feet of 
a school. 

Klein’s said a total of nine 

BY PATRICK ROCCHIO
A movement is underway to 

name a new school in Castle Hill 
after one of New York’s Finest 
who died in the line of duty. 

Community Board 9 is spear-
heading an effort to name P.S. 583 
after NYPD Sergeant Paul Tuoz-
zolo, a police offi cer who died af-
ter being shot while making an 
apprehension in CB 9’s service 
area in November 2016. 

Tuozzolo was the schools ser-
geant for the 43rd Precinct, said 
William Rivera, CB 9 district 
manager. 

He was a 19-year veteran of 
the force that left behind a wife 
and two children.  

“He was responsible for super-
vising the schools and working 
with the teachers and adminis-
trators, and he did a great job at 
it,” said Rivera. 

The school, said Rivera, is lo-
cated at 1028 White Plains Road 
and is right in the middle of CB 
9’s and the 43rd Precinct’s service 
areas, making it an ideal location 
to honor the sergeant’s memory. 

It is all the more fi tting be-
cause his wife is an educator, he 
said.  

CB 9 sent a letter to the DOE 
on the matter recently. 

Congressman Jose Serrano, 
Congressman Joseph Crowley, 
Senator Ruben Diaz Sr., Sena-
tor Jeff Klein, Senator Gustavo 
Rivera, Assemblyman Luis Sep-
ulveda, Assemblyman Marcos 
Crespo, and Councilwoman An-
nabel Palma joined them in sup-
porting the request, according to 
CB 9’s letter to DOE. 

Sepulveda said that he sup-
ported the naming because while 
he is thankful that police offi -
cers rarely die in the line of duty, 
when it does happen and it is in 
his community he wants to pay 
tribute. 

The assemblyman said that he 
spoke to parents about the nam-
ing, and about Tuozzolo’s work in 
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Country Club Clean Up
Country Club Civic Association volunteers rolled up their sleeves to help 
rid the neighborhood of graffi ti, illegal advertisements, litter and street 
level sanitary issues during their third annual Community Clean Up Day 
on Saturday, September 9. Country Club Civic Association volunteer Pat 
Fabrizi collected trash off of the side of the road.    Photo by Erin Lefevre

Effort begins to 
name school after 

hero offi cer

Former rapist found living 
at family shelter: pols

Sen. Diaz captures the 
18th CD Dem nod

GJONAJ DEFEATS 
VACCA’S CHOICE
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POT of GOLD
Sherbee Antiques is a family-owned business that has been 

serving the tri-state area for over 60 years. 
We buy from the full contents of homes and estates 

to single items. We specialize in high-end goods such as 
antiques, art, fi ne porcelain, lighting, bronzes and sculptures. 

We have particular interest in fi ne jewelry, timepieces, 
diamonds, gold and silver. 

If you call we will come to you, free of charge, and evaluate 
what you are selling. We know the value of your possessions 
and are willing to pay top dollar on the spot. Please feel free 
to call seven days a week for a free same day consultation.

You may be sitting on a large fortune. 
Call Sherbee Antiques. They’ll tell you how much.

CALL TODAY 917-748-7622 OR 718-762-7448 
You’ll be glad you did.

Sherbee  Antiques
Est. 1940

BY ARTHUR CUSANO
Community Board 7 is planning 

a rally to protest a proposed men’s 
shelter planned for a commercial 
building on Webster Avenue.

Sam’s Floor Coverings at 3041 
Webster Avenue, better known 
as Sam’s Carpets, fi led a building 
permit to add a third level to the 
two-fl oor building in January. 

The approved application in-
cludes work to alter the building 
from commercial/mercantile use 
to R-1 - residential, hotel and dor-
mitory use - and to add an addi-
tional fl oor with 7,940 square feet 
of additional space for 200 beds.

CB7 chairwoman Adaline 
Walker-Santiago said board mem-
bers plan to hold a rally in front 
of the building on Tuesday, Sep-
tember 19 at 3:30 p.m., before the 
monthly full board meeting. 

She urged concerned residents, 
particularly parents of students 
who attend the nearby schools, to 
attend and sign a petition that will 
be circulated.

“We really want the parents of 
P.S. and M.S. 20, P.S. 8 and M.S. 80 
to come out,” she said.

Proximity to local schools is a 
major concern surrounding the pro-
posed shelter, most notably its loca-

tion directly across the street from 
the large city school building that 
houses both P.S. 20 and M.S. 20.

The NYC Department of Home-
less Service has said no decision 
has been made in regard to the 
proposal.  

Santiago said shelter residents 
are transient and cannot be ac-
counted for, and that it would be 
impossible to know if a man seek-
ing shelter was a registered sex of-
fender. 

A registered sex offender was 
kicked out of a Throggs Neck fam-
ily shelter earlier this month.

“It’s a shelter, not permanent 
housing. It’s open to anyone,” she 
said.

Santiago said she’s worried the 
planned facility would suffer the 
same fate as a nearby shelter on 
Fordham Road that is avoided by 
the homeless, who fear the facility 
is unsafe. 

She also said she was worried 
what would happen every day at 6 
a.m. when the men staying at the 
shelter are forced to vacate the fa-
cility. 

“What are they going to be do-
ing from 6 a.m. until nighttime?” 
Santiago said. “Will they be 
hanging around the parks at the 

schools? We have schools located 
up and down Webster Avenue.”

Councilman Andrew Cohen, 
who represents the area where the 
building is located and opposes the 
plan, said he has not received any 
update on the project. The decision 
rests in the hands of Steve Banks 
at the DHS, he added. 

“It’s literally across the street 
from an elementary school, and 
that’s not acceptable,” Cohen said. 
“But the community board, to 
their credit, has proposed an ap-
propriate alternative site. We’re 
not saying ‘no’ to a shelter or help-
ing the homeless - we’re saying 
they are making an obvious bad 

decision.”
Santiago said the board has 

suggested another site in the area 
that has been previously consid-
ered for new shelter. 

That site at 3600 Jerome Ave-
nue, the former FEGS Bronx Men-
tal Health Center, is located near 
the Woodlawn train station.

CB 7 to protest Webster Avenue shelter plans

The Sam’s Floor Coverings building at 3041 Webster Avenue is the proposed site of a men’s homeless shelter, according to 
Community Board 7 leaders. Arthur Cusano
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ANTIQUES & ESTATE BUYERS

ANTIQUE & ESTATE BUYERS
We buy anything old. One piece or house full. 

WILL TRAVEL. HOUSE CALLS.

ANTIQUE & ESTATE BUYERS
We buy anything old. One piece or house full. 

WILL TRAVEL. HOUSE CALLS.
WILL TRAVEL

ENTIRE
TRI-STATE!

FREE
Estimates!

We Pay $CASH$ For 
Paintings, Clocks, Watches, 
Estate Jewelry & Fine China, 

From Single Items 
to Entire Estates!
Coin & Stamp Collections

Costume Jewelry
Antique Furniture  Lamps
Bronzes  Paintings  Prints

Chinese & Japanese 
Artwork & Porcelain

Sports Collectibles 
Comic Books  Old Toys  Records
Cameras  Sterling Flatware Sets

HUMMELS & LLADROS

ANTIQUES & ESTATE BUYERS

TOP $ PAID
FOR JUDAICA
COLLECTIBLES

HOUSE
CALLS

MOVING orDOWNSIZING?CALL
US!

Top $ Paid
for Antique

Sterling!

Military
Collections

Wanted
Swords,
Knives,

Helmets, etc.

SEE OUR AD EVERY SUNDAY IN THE POST

SAME DAY  
SERVICE  

AVAILABLE

SERVING BRONX 
AND THE ENTIRE  
TRI-STATE AREA

516-974-6528516-974-6528

WILL TRAVEL. WE MAKE HOUSE CALLS.
1029 WEST JERICHO TURNPIKE, SMITHTOWN, L.I.

HOUSE 
CALLS

ASK FOR CHRISTOPHER



community schools. 
“I could not fi nd a sin-

gle person who objected to 
it,” said the assemblyman. 
“Police offi cers risk their 
lives every day for us, and 
I think it is a small token of 
appreciation that we can do 
something like this.” 

The 43rd Precinct Com-
munity Council’s executive 
board is also behind the ef-
fort, said Aurora Carrion, 
the council’s president. 

Carrion said that nam-
ing the school after Tuoz-
zolo would be a fi tting 
tribute because students, 

parents and principals 
knew him.

“I think he deserves 
this, I really do,” she said, 
adding that many children 
in schools where he worked 
were heartbroken that he 
had been killed. 

A DOE spokesman 
stated that NYC Schools 
Chancellor Carmen Fariña 
must follow a specifi c pro-
tocol with school namings. 

“We value the opportu-
nity to honor New Yorkers 
who have given so much to 
our city and we will con-
tinue to work closely with 
principals and school com-

munities throughout the 
naming process,” stated 
a DOE spokesman when 
asked about P.S. 583

P.S. 583 opened at the 
start of this school year, 
according to a DOE 
spokesman. It will serve 
grades pre-k through 5, 
said the spokesman. 

“We cannot bring 
back a husband, a father, 
a supervisor at the pre-
cinct,” said Rivera. “The 
least we can do is this 
in memory of his name; 
(it’s) for his family, for 
the residents and his 
children.”
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Effort begins to name Castle 
Hill school after hero offi cer

P.S. 583, which just opened, could be named for the offi cer if it meets DOE criteria. 
 Community News Group / Patrick Rocchio

S SSHOP OUR CLASSIFIED 
PAGES EVERY WEEK AND 

SAVE MONEY

APARTMENT FIRE ON LONGWOOD AVENUE

Firefi ghters are investigating a fi re that happened over the weekend in Longwood.According to 
the FDNY, fi refi ghters responded to a fi re on the third fl oor apartment of 1137 Longfellow Avenue 
on Sunday, September 10 at 9 a.m. The fi re remains under investigation.

POLICE SEARCH FOR SHOOTING SUSPECT

Police are investigating a teen who was shot in Melrose last week. According to police, on Tues-
day, September 5 at 7 p.m. 40th Precinct police offi cers responded to Lincoln Hospital for an 
assault that happened earlier that day. Upon arrival, police encountered the 15-year-old victim 
who stated he was walking southbound on Morris Avenue when an unknown suspect fi red a 
round striking the victim in the upper right arm. The victim transported himself to Lincoln 
Hospital where he received medical treatment. No suspect or motive has been determined in 
this ongoing investigation.Anyone with information is asked to call Crime Stoppers at (800) 
577-TIPS. All calls are kept strictly confi dential.          Photo by Edwin Soto
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$15OFF
BUY ONE PAIR OF SAS SHOES

$40OFF
BUY TWO PAIR OF SAS SHOES

$20 off each additional pair

SALE 9/23 – 10/9

MADE IN AMERICA
Since 1976

SCENIC OUR NEW ULTIMATE COMFORT FLAT
Shown in Bronze, Scarlet Red, Black Lace 

and Black
Also available in a variety of rich, premium 

textured leathers

GATEWAY SHOPPING CENTER
2500 Central Park Ave., #22-5, Yonkers, NY 10710

Phone : (914) 395-0037
sasshoesyonkers.com

Mon-Wed: 9:30am to 6pm
Thu: 9:30am to 8pm

Fri-Sat: 9:30am to 6pm
Sun: 12pm to 5pm

SAS SHOES
Home of the hard to fi nd sizes

Men’s sizes range 6-15, 
slim to triple wide 

Women’s sizes range 4-12, 
slim-triple wide

�������� ����	


FREETIME
Black

Men’s Style

Women’s Style

SIMPLIFY
Antique Wine

DREAM
Navy

WILLOW
Walnut

BLISS Black
Leopard

TOUR MESH
Silver

�������� ����	


JV MESH
Grey

JOURNEY MESH
Blue

VENTURE
Grey 

Also available 
in Black and Navy

BOUTTIME
Mulch

BY BOB GUILIANO
The NYC Commission on Hu-

man Rights recently won its 
case in defense of a resident of 
Parkchester South Condomini-
ums who was threatened with 
eviction over her service dog.

Michelle Berrios, a nurse 
practitioner who has lived in her 
condo for nearly 30 years, started 
butting heads with management 
in March 2015 over its ‘no pets’ 
policy. 

A Parkchester security guard 
wrote her a ticket for owning a 
toy poodle named Brownie, ac-
cording to a CHR news release.

Parkchester is a complex of 
171 buildings and roughly 12,000 
apartments. 

Parkchester South Condomin-
ium, Inc. owns the buildings in 
the south and west portion of the 
complex. 

Parkchester Preservation 
Management, which manages 
the rental units, agreed to the 
following terms in a conciliation 
agreement negotiated with CHR 
in July 2017: 

• Allows Berrios to keep her 
dog in her apartment.

• Paid Berrios $15,000 in emo-
tional distress damages.

• Paid $81,250 in civil penalties 
to New York City for willful vio-
lations of the NYC Human Rights 
Law.

• Paid an additional $10,000 for 
breach of prior settlement agree-
ment in another emotional sup-
port animal disability case. 

After receiving the violation, 
Berrios went to the management 
offi ce to explain that Brownie 
was an emotional support animal 
that ameliorates symptoms of her 
disabilities, including anxiety, 
migraines, and fi bromyalgia.

But days later, Berrios re-
ceived a notice from management 
stating she was in violation of her 
lease for harboring a dog and that 
if she didn’t resolve the violation, 
she would be evicted. 

The next week, Berrios visited 
the condo’s offi ces again to clear 
up the violation and gave them a 
doctor’s note. 

A management representative 
again denied her the accommo-
dation and reportedly responded, 
“We’ll see you in court.”

So, Berrios fi led a complaint 
with the CHR on April 2, 2015, 
charging PPM and Parkchester 
South Condominiums with dis-
crimination because of her dis-

ability for refusing to grant her 
an accommodation that allows 
her to keep her emotional sup-
port dog.

Despite exceptions allow-
ing residents to own service 
or emotional support animals, 
Parkchester had further re-
stricted its policies illegally, ac-
cording to the CHR .

“The policies include overly 
burdensome and intrusive stan-
dards governing waivers to its 
‘no-dogs’ rule that impede people 
with disabilities from obtaining 
reasonable accommodations,” 
according to Seth Hoy, Human 
Rights spokesperson.

 Management had a narrow 
and arbitrary list of disabilities 
upon which they granted accom-
modations, according to Hoy, 
requiring tenants to provide a 
“diagnosis letter” describing 
how the assistance animals “as-
sist the tenants with activities of 
daily life,” limiting those activi-
ties to physical “self-care tasks” 
including bathing, showering, 
dressing, eating, feeding, func-
tional mobility, personal device 
care, personal hygiene, and toilet 
hygiene. 

That list illegally prohibited 

tenants with mental disabilities 
from obtaining a reasonable ac-
commodation to have a comfort 
animal. 

It is illegal under the NYC Hu-
man Rights Law to discriminate 
against tenants with disabilities, 

including mental.
The Bronx Times Reporter at-

tempted to contact Ricky Pizarro, 
chief operating offi cer at the man-
agement offi ce, for comment, but 
calls were not returned by press 
time.

Condo complex penalized over ‘no pets’ policy

Shop In Our 
Classified 

Pages 
and Save 

Money
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Honoree Nalini Sing (2nd from l) graciously accepted 
her awards from the Bronx Y’s (l-r) Sharlene Brown, 
executive director; Geri Sciortino, board of managers 
chairwoman and Ivette Vazquez, program director. 
 Photo by Silvio Pacifi co

Marliza Christopher (r) helped (l-r) Peggy Vega, 
Eugene Oliver and Carol Hayes make selections at 
the ‘Good to Go’ table. Photo by Silvio Pacifi co

Honoree Demetris Giannoulias (2nd from l) proudly accepted his Y Medallion 
from (l-r) Y board members Pedro Barry, Geri Sciortino and Edison Ortega.
 Photo by Silvio Pacifi co

Laura Guerriero (l), Bronx Times 
Reporter publisher and Bronx 
YMCA executive board member, 
presented honoree Rosemary 
De Luca with the Y Medallion. 
 Photo by Silvio Pacifi co

Geri Sciortino (r) awarded TV per-
sonality Gary Axelbank the pres-
tigious Y Medallion. 
 Photo by Silvio Pacifi co

Mike Florio displayed some of his delicious treats at 
the ‘Golden Glow Cookies’ table. Photo by Silvio Pacifi co

Four local leaders for a treat at this year’s Bronx YMCA Bon Appetit Fundraiser on Thursday, September 7 at 2 Castle Hill Avenue. The annual celebration paid homage to 
honorees Gary Axelbank, ‘BronxTalk’ host; Rosemary DeLuca, former Wildlife Conservation Society executive; Demetris Giannoulias, Spring Bank founder and CEO; and Nalini 
Singh, Antonia Pantoja Preparatory Academy: A College Board School principal.

Bronx Y Celebrates Bon Appetit Fundraiser

The evening’s honorees with the Y’s board of managers. Photo by Silvio Pacifi co
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“A Miracle In The Making!” - CBS TV
  One on One Tutoring for K–12th grade
  Below, At or Above Grade Level Students
  LD - ADD - ADHD - Dyslexia - Special Needs
  Your child will read better, faster with greater fluency and comprehension  

   advancing one year every 4–8 weeks
  Grades, confidence and self esteem will soar as they learn to love reading 

   and school
  Your 3, 4, & 5 year old will learn 15–30 words in the 1st session
  No contracts – Open 7 days a week
  FREE Consultation – 35 Years Certified Experience

ACHIEVE  
3 TO 6 YEARS OF  

READING IMPROVEMENT 
IN ONE YEAR!!!

Dicker Reading Method
75 Brook Street, Scarsdale | 914.472.0600 | www.DickerReading.com

CHILDREN AT OR 
BELOW GRADE 

LEVEL WILL BECOME 
THE BEST READERS 

IN THEIR CLASS

WATCH OUR VIDEOS TO LEARN MORE   www.DickerReading.com

SOLVE YOUR CHILD’S 
READING PROBLEM
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BY PATRICK ROCCHIO
For 30 years, Geronimo’s on 

Philip Avenue in Throggs Neck 
served as not just a grocery store 
but as a meeting place for locals. 

Behind the counter was its 
owner, Anthony ‘Geronimo’ DiGi-
rolamo, who passed away at age of 
54 on Sunday, August 27. 

DiGirolamo is remembered as 
a kind-hearted man with a witty 
and dry sense of humor, according 
to friends and family. 

His sister Carolann recalled 
that during her brother’s long ill-
ness he kept thinking of others 
and putting them fi rst. 

“My brother was generous, 
kind man who would give you the 
shirt off his back,” she said, adding 
that during his illness he received 
a lot of support and help from his 
friends and the community. 

His friend Joey Alfi si remem-
bered DiGirolamo’s interest in 
sports and his desire to build his 
business into a deli and catering 
operation after purchasing it 30 
years ago. 

Alfi si said that what he will 

remember most is his sense of hu-
mor, which included friendly sar-
casm. 

“He would goof around with 
everyone who came in the store,” 
said Alfi si. “He had this saying on 
the wall: ‘shocker.’”  

In the days following his fu-
neral, friends created a fl ower 
arrangement that stood outside 
of the store at 3211 that spelled 
out ‘shocker,’ often a punch line 
to many of his jokes, friends and 
family said. 

“It is a big loss for the entire 
community,” said Alfi si. 

Friend Lisa Croce recalled Di-
Girolamo’s wit, and the fact that 
his store seemed to always serve 
as a clearinghouse for community 
information. 

Sometimes, she said, he even 
would call from the deli to refer 
people looking for apartments or 
homes to her. 

Croce’s brother Michael cre-
ated a short documentary fi lm 
about the comings and going on 
at the store released in 2009 called 
Meet Me at Geronimo’s. 

The fi lm centered on a par-
ticular Halloween at Geronimo’s, 
capturing the essence of DiGiro-
lamo’s wit. 

Marc DeLuca also recalled Di-
Girolamo’s generosity.

“Literally, anything anyone 
needed, he was there,” said De-
Luca, who worked at Geronimo’s 
for a few years and said that in 
some aspect everyone who came 
into the store was his family. 

His cousin Frank Giancaspro 
said that DiGirolamo got his start 
working in a supermarket on 
Crosby Avenue. 

The store was sold to someone 
his cousin trained to takeover, he 
said.

Well-liked grocery store owner 
remembered for wit, sarcasm

(Right) Anthony DiGirolamo (c) was the 
subject of a short fi lm in 2009 called 
‘Meet Me at Geronimo’s.’ It chronicled 
a Halloween day at the deli with DiGiro-
lamo as its subject. 
 Photo courtesy of Lisa Croce

BY BOB GUILIANO
The U.S. Postal Service, after 

pressure from elected offi cials, in-
cluding Congressman Jose E. Ser-
rano, has canceled most planned 
service cuts to the Bronx, accord-
ing to a news release Tuesday, Sep-
tember 12.

“The Postal Service’s plans 
would have gutted services by re-
moving more than 120 jobs from 
post offi ces across the borough, 
which would have made lines lon-
ger and increased frustration for 
many Bronxites who depend upon 
reliable post offi ces,” Serrano 
stated in the release. 

Late in 2016, a report by the U.S. 
Postal Service Inspector General 
found that several post offi ces in 
the Bronx had serious service is-
sues, including long wait times of 
up to an hour, ineffi cient package 
pick-up and retail operation, and 
understaffi ng. 

The USPS was supposed to ad-
dress the problems immediately 
following the audit, but little ap-
peared to have been done, accord-
ing to Serrano. Further service 
cuts would have exacerbated these 
problems. 

“The cancellation of planned 
staffi ng cuts is a victory for the 
Bronx,” Serrano said. The number 
of cuts was reduced from 120 to 15.

“I want to thank advocates, 
elected offi cials, postal employ-
ees and others for joining me in 
expressing dismay over these 
planned service cuts,” Serrano 
said. “Thanks to this pressure, we 
have been able to do what many 
other areas of the city and nation 
have not — turn back these terri-
ble plans. The Post Offi ce is experi-
encing revenue issues, but the way 
to fi x those problems is not by re-
ducing the very services that loyal 
clients depend upon.”

The members of the New York 
Metro Area Postal Union sup-
ported Serrano and the Bronx 
community in the fi ght for the 
people of the Bronx to receive 
fi rst class postal services, ac-
cording to New York Metro Area 
Postal Union president Jonathan 
Smith.

Serrano had been circulating a 
letter he planned to send to Bronx 
Postmaster Lilliam Rodriguez, 
expressing concerns about the 
USPS’s ability to provide prompt, 

reliable and effi cient services to 
Bronx communities.

The letter cited the USPS In-
spector General’s audit of the 
Bronx Delivery and Customer 
Service Operations. It found that 
Bronx retail customers faced long 
wait times in line, averaging seven 
minutes up to 56 minutes. 

Customers picking up packages 
experienced wait times averaging 
12 minutes, up to two hours.

The USPS’s Retail Customer 
Experience Service Standards re-
quires wait times in line to be “fi ve 
minutes or less.”

Serrano said his offi ce was 
“fl ooded with calls from constitu-
ents, many of whom are elderly 
or disabled, expressing their frus-
tration that the services have not 
been improved.”

The Bronx’s population is rap-
idly growing, and if it were its own 
city, it would be the eighth largest 
in the U.S., according to Serrano.

“As elected representatives, 
we seek a commitment from the 
USPS to not only improve services 
our residents and businesses so 
heavily rely on, but to also expand 
them,” Serrano said. “In a day of 

booming e-commerce, this is not 
an option, it is essential.”

Serrano has represented the 

Bronx in Congress since 1990.  He 
is a senior member of the House 
Appropriations Committee.

USPS cancels most planned service cuts in Bronx

The US Post Offi ce at 3630 East Tremont Avenue was among the post offi ces in 
the Bronx facing staff cuts of up to 120 postal workers. The USPS changed plans 
and reduced planned cuts to 15. 
 Community News Group/Bob Guiliano
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BRIDAL FASHION
BRIDAL CENTER
7233 Amboy Road, Staten Island, (718) 227-8647
www.alwaysabridesmaidboutique.com

BRIDAL STYLES BOUTIQUE
905 Ave. U, Brooklyn, (718) 339–3222
www.bridalstylesboutique.com

KLEINFELD BRIDAL SAMPLE STUDIO
123 West 20th St., New York, NY 10011 
(2nd fl oor across from Kleinfeld Bridal) 
(917) 388-2341, www.kleinfeldbridal.com/sample-studio

MONEY SAVER SHOES INC.
Specializing Wide Widths, Dyeable & Evening Shoes
2098 Flatbush Ave., Brooklyn, (718) 258-0171

ULTIMATE FASHIONS
4255 Amboy Rd., SI, NY 10308, (718) 605-3274
316 Woodbridge Center Drive, Woodbridge, NJ 07095
(732) 750-1174, ultfash@optonline.net  
Staten Island Mall, Lower Level, Macy’s Wing 
SI, NY 10314, (718) 370-2984, www.ultfash.com

TUXEDOS
TUXEDO WORLD OF STATEN ISLAND
2791 Richmond Ave., #6, SI, NY 10314
(718) 698-4859, www.tuxedoworldsi.com

CATERING & VENUES
ADRIA HOTEL & CONFERENCE CENTER
221-17 Northern Boulevard, Bayside, NY 11361
(718) 631-5900, www.adriahotelny.com

ATLAS STEAKHOUSE
943 Coney Island Avenue, off  18th Ave., Brooklyn, NY
(646) 494-7227, www.AtlasSteak.com

BAY RIDGE MANOR
476 76th St., Brooklyn, (718) 748-8855
www.bayridgemanor.com

BAYSIDE HISTORICAL SOCIETY
208 Totten Ave. - Fort Totten, Bayside, NY 11359, 
(718) 352-1548, www.baysidehistorical.org/rentals.html

BUCKLEY’S
2926 Ave. S, Brooklyn, NY
(718) 998-4222, www.buckleyscaterers.com

DYKER BEACH GOLF COURSE
86th Street and 7th Avenue, Brooklyn, NY 11228
(718) 836–9722 x 1 or privateeventdirector@dykerbeachgc, 
www.dykerbeachgc.com

EDIBLE ARRANGEMENTS
133-22 Springfi eld Blvd., (718) 528-3344
158-18 Cross Bay Blvd., (718) 848-3344
1357 Fulton St., (718) 622-3344
1557 Ralph Ave., (718) 451-3344
www.ediblearrangements.com/stores/StoreLocator.aspx

GLEN TERRACE
5313 Ave. N, Brooklyn (718) 252-4614

GRAND OAKS COUNTRY CLUB
200 Huguenot Ave., Staten Island
(718) 356–2771, www.grandoaksnyc.com

GRAND PROSPECT HALL
263 Prospect Ave., Brooklyn, (718) 788-0777
www.grandprospecthall.com

GREENHOUSE CAFE
7717 Third Ave., Brooklyn, (718) 833-8200
www.greenhousecafe.com

HUNTERS STEAK HOUSE
9404 Fourth Ave., Brooklyn 11209, (718) 238-8899
www.HuntersSteakhouse.com

IL FORNETTO
2902 Emmons Ave. in Brooklyn, (718) 332-8494
www.ilFornettoRestaurant.com

ISLAND CHATEAU
900 West Fingerboard Rd, Staten Island, NY 10305
(718) 447-5882, IslandChateau.com

KENNEDY’S BREEZY POINT
406 Bayside, Rockaway Point, NY 11697
(718) 945-0202, www.kennedysbreezypoint.com

MARBELLA RESTAURANT
220-33 Northern Blvd., Bayside, NY 11361
(718) 423-0100, www.marbella-restaurant.com

NICK’S LOBSTER HOUSE
2777 Flatbush Ave., Brooklyn, NY 11234,  (718) 253-7117
Waterfront Dining
www.nickslobsterhouse.com

PARADISE CATERING HALL
51 Avenue U, Brooklyn, NY 11223
(718) 372-4352, www.theparadisecateringhall.com

THE PEARL ROOM
8518 - 3rd Avenue, Brooklyn, NY 11209
(718) 833-6666, www.pearlroombklyn.com

PELHAM BAY & SPLIT ROCK GOLF COURSE
870 Shore Road, Bronx, NY 10464, (718) 885-1258 x224 or  
privateeventdirector@pelhamsplitrock
http://www.pelhamsplitrock.com

QUEENS BOTANICAL GARDEN
43-50 Main St, Flushing, NY 11355 (718) 886-3800 x201
www.queensbotanical.org/weddingsandevents

SCHNITZEL HAUS
7319 5th Avenue, Bay Ridge, NY 11029
(718) 836-5600, www.schnitzelhausny.com

SIRICO’S CATERERS
8015-23 13th Ave., Brooklyn, (718) 331-2900,
www.siricoscaterers.net

TERRACE ON THE PARK
52-11 111 Street, Flushing, NY 11368, (718) 592-5000,
www.terraceonthepark.com

THE VANDERBILT AT SOUTH BEACH
300 Father Capodanno Blvd., Staten Island
(718) 447-0800, www.vanderbiltsouthbeach.com

LODGING
ADRIA HOTEL AND CONFERENCE CENTER
221-17 Northern Boulevard, Bayside, NY 11361
www.adriahotelny.com, (800) 272-3742

ENTERTAINMENT
AMAZING BOTTLE DANCERS
(800) 716-0556, pasproductions@yahoo.com 
www.bottledancers.com

E-SQUARED PRODUCTIONS/
360 ENTERTAINMENT
4308 Richmond Ave. in Staten Island or 
1665 Bath Ave. in Brooklyn, (718) 227–3235, 
www.e2dj.com

FAVORS & INVITATIONS
UNFORGETTABLE EVENTS
2049 Flatbush Ave in Brooklyn, (718) 377-4535,

FLORISTS
FLORAL FANTASY
3031 Quentin Rd. in Brooklyn, (718) 998-7060 or
(800) 566–8380, www.fl oralfantasyny.com
HENRY’S FLORIST
8103 Fifth Ave. in Brooklyn, (800) 543-6797 or 
(718) 238–3838, www.henrysfl oristweddingevents.com
MARINE FLORIST AND DECORATORS
1995 Flatbush Ave. in Brooklyn, (800) 447-6730 or 
(718) 338-3600, www.marinefl orists.com

JEWELRY
BENNY’S JEWELRY
89-02 165th Street, Suite B-1, Jamaica, NY 11432
(718) 526-4613, www.bennyny.com

BOBBY’S JEWELERS DIAMOND SPECIALIST
514 - 81 Street, Brooklyn, NY, 11209, (718) 745-1725

LIMOUSINE SERVICES
MILA LIMOUSINE CORPORATION
(718) 232-8973, www.milalimo.com

ROMANTIQUE/DOUBLE DIAMOND LIMOUSINES
1421-86 Street, Brooklyn (718) 351-7273
2041-Hylan Blvd., SI, (718) 351-7273, www.rddlimos.com

SERGI’S PARTY LIMO
171-15A Northern Blvd., Queens, NY 11358, (718) 353-5466, 
(212) 682-4040, (516) 489-4040, Toll Free: (888) 546-6134, 
(888) limo-134, Fax: (718) 353-5499, info@sergislimo.com, 
www.sergislimo.com

SOPHISTICATED LIMOUSINES
Serving the Tri state area & NJ, (866) 455-5466

VIP LIMOS SVC
(516) 488-LIMO(5466), www.viplimosvc.com

PHOTOGRAPHY & VIDEO
FANTASY PHOTOGRAPHY
3031 Quentin Rd., Brooklyn (718) 998-0949
www.fantasyphotographyandvideo.com

GLAMOUR ME PHOTO & VIDEO
104-12 111th St., South Richmond Hill, 
(888) 400-2738 or (718) 504–1970, www.glamourmestudio.com

ONE FINE DAY PHOTOGRAPHERS
459 Pacifi c St., Massapequa Park, (516) 690–1320
www.onefi nedayphotographers.com

SALONS
PILO ARTS SALON
8412 3 Ave., Brooklyn, NY 11209
(718) 748–7411, www.piloarts.com

SERVICES
COSMETIC & LASER CENTER OF BAY RIDGE
9921 4th Ave., Brooklyn, NY 11209, (718) 833-2793 or 
(718) 833-7616, www.BayRidgeDerm.com

ELITE WEIGHT LOSS
1316 Kings Highway, Brooklyn, NY 11229
917-444-3043, EliteWeightLossNY.com

JOSEPH LICHTER, D.D.S.
1420 Ave. P,  Brooklyn, (718) 339-7878, www.josephlichterdds.co

OMNI DENTAL CARE
313 Kings Hwy. in Brooklyn
(718) 376-8656, www.omnidentalcare.com

THE VEIN CENTER OF THE VASCULAR INSTITUTE OF NY
Dr. Natalie Marks, 960 - 50 Street, Brooklyn, NY 11219
(718) 438-0067, www.vascularnyc.com

TRAVEL
JO-LYN TRAVEL AGENCY
7505-15th Avenue, Brooklyn, NY 11219
(718) 232-3139, jolyntravel@aol.com

WEDDING EXPOS
BOSCO’S WEDDING EXPO
www.cl.boscoweddings.com
BRIDAL AFFAIR
(718) 317–9701, www.bridalaff air.com
GREAT BRIDAL EXTRAVAGANZA
North Babylon, NY 11703, 631-667-EXPO (3976)
www.greatbridalextravaganza.com

TO BE INCLUDED IN THIS DIRECTORY CALL (718) 260–2500
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BY PATRICK ROCCHIO
A charter school in Mott Ha-

ven is expanding into the middle 
school grades, and its leaders be-
lieve it will serve as a model to 
others working in the child-wel-
fare space.  

The New York Foundling’s Mott 
Haven Academy Middle School for 
Social Leadership launched at the 
start of the 2017-18 school year. 

The school community cele-
brated with a ribbon cutting out-
side the building on Wednesday, 
August 30. 

The opening of the school 
builds on a concept that the Found-
ling implemented at Mott Haven 
Academy for its younger children: 
integrating social services and a 
trauma-sensitive curriculum into 
traditional education for children 
who part of either foster care or 
preventative services.

Two thirds of the school’s seats 
are for children who are ‘child-wel-
fare involved,’ with the remaining 
third from the Mott Haven com-
munity, according to Jessica Naui-
okas, it’s principal. 

Bill Baccaglini, NYF president, 
said the young people in the child 
welfare system often don’t fare well 
in traditional classrooms because 

teachers must teach to the ‘middle 
of the class’ and the children that 
his organization works with exist 
on the margins of the class.

“I am ecstatic about the ability 
to open up a middle school because 
that means I am going to be able to 
continue to educate these kids and 
move them further along in their 
educational careers,” said Bacca-
glini. 

The president and CEO of NYF, 

a charitable organization that 
works with children in foster care 
and those experiencing various 
challenges, said the expansion 
into a middle school is not where 
their experimentation in new edu-
cational methods ends. 

“We are not done here, I am go-
ing to soon start looking for a site 
to do a high school,” said Bacca-
glini, adding that he doesn’t envi-
sion growing into a charter school 

network. 
He said that the school has ex-

perimented with different meth-
ods specifi cally geared toward the 
students it focuses on.

Baccaglini said he sees in Mott 
Haven Academy in the mold of 
the traditional idea of a charter 
school: a laboratory of testing new 
ideas in education that then can 
be brought to traditional public 
schools, as well as to schools work-

ing specifi cally with children in 
the child welfare system. 

At the time of it’s founding (the 
school opened its doors in Septem-
ber 2010 in LEED-certifi ed build-
ing at 170 Brown Place) there was 
no other school doing what NYF 
wanted to do, said the president. 

“Because of the challenges that 
they’ve faced in their short lives, 
their educational journey is not a 
linear one,” said Baccaglini of the 
school’s children. “It is one where 
teachers have to be sensitized to 
the triggers in these kids lives.” 

Nauiokas said that the building 
houses medical, dental and men-
tal health clinics. Social workers 
assist the children as well.

The principal said that since 
the early days of the school’s found-
ing, making the school K-8th grade 
was important. 

“The main reason is these ado-
lescent years are very tricky for 
kids to navigate,” said Nauiokas.  

Navigating their adolescent 
years in an isolated middle school 
setting with new teachers and 
friendships isn’t the best timing 
for children, she said. 

The children can now remain 
in a familiar setting with teachers 
they know, she said. 

NYF charter school expands to middle grades

Children and teachers at the Mott Haven Middle School For Social Leadership cut the ribbon on Wednesday, August 30.
 Photo by Silvio Pacifi co

BY BOB GUILIANO
A $2.8 million affordable housing 

project, Sydney House, was kicked 
off with a ceremony at the site, 839 
Tilden Street in Williamsbridge, on 
Thursday, September 7.

Councilman Andy King presented 
a check for the $2.8 million from his 
capital budget to Habitat for Human-
ity New York City and Almat Group 
to set into motion plans for a 57-unit 
residential building at the corner of 
Tilden Street and Bronxwood Av-
enue.

Sydney House will be the largest 
single structure ever built by a Habi-
tat for Humanity affi liate, consisting 

of 26 one-bedroom units, 25 two-bed-
room units, and six three-bedroom 
units for low- to moderate-income 
families, according to King.

“I’m here to announce the con-
struction at this site of affordable 
housing for working families in the 
north Bronx,” King said at the cer-
emony. “There is simply not enough 
affordable housing for working 
families throughout the city of New 
York.”

King said he received complaints 
from families and residents in the 
district that there just isn’t enough 
affordable housing for their children 
if they decide they want to move out 
of the house and have their own 
apartment as opposed to the little 
room they grew up in.

“Part of my 12th District plan 
when I got elected to the City Council 
is making sure that home ownership 
maintains itself in the neighborhood, 
and making sure it’s a priority,” King 
said. “I’m proud today that we’re cre-
ating this opportunity for many of 
our children — our next generation 
— or any resident who wants to make 
the 12th District their home.”

King said he was “honored today 
to offer $2.8 million which I allocated 
in this year’s budget to make sure 

our families in the North Bronx have 
this opportunity.”

Sharing the spotlight with King 
was Karen Haycox, CEO, Habitat 
for Humanity New York City, who 
praised the joint efforts of King, Hab-

itat and Almat.
The derelict structures on the 

parcel will be razed in early 2018, and 
construction is expected to take about 
18 months, with a completion in the 
fall of 2019, according to Haycox. 

Haycox invited anybody inter-
ested in residing at Sydney House to 
visit the website https://habitatnyc.
org and “start the wheels rolling if 
you’re interested in home ownership 
in the Bronx.”

Uche Alozie, a principal and co-
founder, Almat Group, a real estate 
development company, said “this is 
our fi rst foray into affordable hous-
ing and we’ve learned a lot.”

Donald Matheson, also a prin-
cipal and co-founder, Almat Group, 
added, “we’re very excited to bring 
this project to the Bronx. We’re 
happy that we can add to the fabric 
of the neighborhood, and maintain 
ownership within the neighborhood 
of the Bronx.” 

Shaun  Davoren, who wants to 
move back to his old neighborhood 
but could not fi nd affordable housing, 
had moved elsewhere in the Bronx. 

“But being home, there’s some-
thing special about that, something 
warm something that I cannot de-
scribe with all the words I have in 
my head right now,” Davoren said. “I 
would like to thank the councilman, 
and all his partners here, as well as 
the Habitat for Humanity for bring-
ing this opportunity to this neighbor-
hood.”

Sydney House fi lls need for affordable housing

(l-r) Councilman King; Donald Matheson, Almat Group co-founder; Karen Haycox, 
Habitat for Humanity New York CEO and Uche Alozie, Almat Group co-founder. 
Councilman King presented a $2.8 million check to Habitat for Humanity and 
Almat Group for Sydney House. Photo by Ray Maldonado

I’m here to 
announce the 

construction at this 
site of affordable 

housing for working 
families of the north 

Bronx.
Andy King
Councilman
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BY PATRICK ROCCHIO
Major renovations have just been 

fi nished at a park and playground in 
Pelham Bay. 

Community members, parkgoers 
and NYC Parks Department person-
nel gathered for a ribbon cutting on 
Thursday, August 31 that celebrated 
new amenities at Colucci Play-
ground. 

The $800,000 overhaul at the park 
began in 2016 after extensive consul-
tation with the community

The park is named after Florence 
Colucci, the fi rst president of the Pel-
ham Bay Taxpayers Association. 

The park was outfi tted with a new 
spray-shower for children, a reno-
vated seating area with decorative 
pavers, chess and checker tables, new 
benches, bicycle racks and a wheel-
chair accessible drinking foundation. 

New plantings were also added, 
including Goldenrain and Filbert 
trees, according to the NYC Parks De-
partment. 

Councilman James Vacca allo-
cated the capital funding for the en-
hancements, and said that the capital 
improvements were needed because 
wear and tear occurs as people use 
parks. 

“I’m excited that the new play area 
I funded in Colucci Park is ready for 
community use,” said Vacca. “It’s im-
portant that we build spaces in our 
community that neighbors of all ages 
can come and use.” 

Vacca said that the improvements 
should go a long way in creating a 
beautiful communal space for people 
in the community, and he offered his 
thanks to the Parks Department and 

its commissioners and staff for their 
commitment to the project. 

Matt Cruz, Community Board 10 
district manager, said that the play-
ground is a resource to the commu-
nity because of the spaciousness of 
the park. 

“I think the renovations are long 
overdue, and are important for Pel-
ham Bay to realize how important 
they are,” said Cruz, adding in his 

remarks that he played little league 
baseball as part of an all-star team in 
the park in his youth. 

Michelle Torrioni, PBTA presi-
dent, said that the park is well unit-
ized by the Pelham Bay Little League, 
and the paddleball courts in the park 
have been a community favorite for 
years. 

Torrioni said she thinks one of 
the things people like about Colucci 

Playground is that it is large open 
space and that it has youth-oriented 
recreational equipment. 

“We have a lot of younger fami-
lies with kids moving into the neigh-
borhood, which brings them to the 
park,” she said. 

The fact that the Colucci play-
ground is not fenced in like some 
community playgrounds also lends it 
a feeling of spaciousness, she said. 

Torrioni also said that Vacca has 
funded another enhancement for the 
park, a recreation and fi tness station, 
which will be installed as part of a 
separate allocation in the future. 

Iris Rodriguez-Rosa, Bronx 
Parks commissioner, said that the 
she expects the new spray shower 
in Colucci Playground to be well-
utilized. 

“We have been having these in-
credibly hot summers, so having a 
spray showers that kids can enjoy is 
a wonderful amenity for the commu-
nity,” said Rodriguez-Rosa. 

Rodriguez-Rosa also said that Co-
lucci playground is already a trea-
sured community resource, and the 
renovations now bring new ameni-
ties in addition to basketball, base-
ball and handball.

Major renovations completed at Colucci Park

(l-r) Joseph Buonadonna, 1950 Hutchinson River Parkway Building president; Ed Corrigan; Iris Rodriguez-Rosa, NYC Parks 
Department Bronx commissioner; Councilman James Vacca; Matt Cruz, Community Board 10 district manager; Rita Coelho, 
NYC Parks team leader for Bronx capital projects; Andrew Penzi and Ramesh Patel, K&V Construction Inc. owner. 
 Photo by Edwin Soto

St. Catharine Academy an-
nounced 17 students earned AP 
Scholar Awards in recognition 
of their exceptional achievement 
on the yearly College Board’s Ad-
vanced Placement exams.  The 
College Boards’s Advanced Place-
ment Program offers students 
the opportunity to take college-
level courses while still in high 
school, and to earn college credit, 
advanced placement, or both for 
successful performance on the 
tests.

AP Scholar with Honor 

Award

Four students qualify for AP 
Scholar with Honor.  To achieve 
this recognition, students must 
have earned an average grade 
of at least 3.25 on all AP Exams 
taken, and grades of three or 
higher on four or more of these 
exams.  AP Scholar with Honor 
recipients are:  Samantha Jun-
caj ’16, Angelique Taveras ’16, 
Jessica Tran ’16, and rising se-
nior Vanessa Ferreras.

AP Scholar Award

The AP Scholar Award was 
given to 13 SCA students who 
have completed three or more 
AP exams with scores of 3 or 
higher.  AP Scholar recipients 

are:  Savannah Banscak, Ra-
chelle Gomez, Simone Sanchez, 
Jessica Santiago, Smavia Sha-
hid, Gabriella Terrasi, Vanessa 
Vuji, and rising seniors Roquia 
Ali, Amal Binmafood, Kaila Cor-
dova, Shirley Ni, Daisy Prela, 
and Emina Redzematovic.

Those students currently 

enrolled at SCA have the com-
ing academic year to complete 
additional college-level courses 
to earn a higher AP Scholar 
Award.

AP Scholars who graduated 
in June 2017 are attending the 
following colleges and universi-
ties:  Hunter College (Scholars 

Program), Lafayette College, 
New York University (NYU), 
Fordham University, SUNY Pur-
chase, SUNY Albany, SUNY 
Stony Brook (Women in Science 
and Engineering), Iona College 
and Seton Hall University.

AP Courses At

 St. Catharine Academy

St. Catharine Academy offers 
10 AP courses:  AP English Liter-
ature, AP English Composition, 
AP Calculus AB, AP Spanish 
Language and Culture, AP Span-
ish Literature and Culture, AP 
Biology, WP World History, AP 
American History, AP Govern-
ment, and AP Studio Art 2-D.

St. Catharine students named AP Scholars

(Back row,l-r):  Shirley Ni, Kaila Cordova, Emina Redzematovic, and Daisy Prela. (Front row, l-r):  Roquia Ali, Amal Binmahfood, and Vanessa Ferreras.
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1842 2017

Saint Raymond Parish

Anniversary Mass
Saturday, September 16, 2017 - 5:30 p.m. (tickets required)

Eucharistic Procession Th rough the Streets of Parkchester
Sunday, September 17, 2017 - 1:00 p.m.

Eucharistic Adoration
September 18-22, 2017 - 12:30 p.m. – 6:30 p.m.

Evening Prayer
September 18-22, 2017 - 6:30 p.m. – 6:45 p.m.

Open Houses – 4:00 p.m. – 8:00 p.m. for all
St. Raymond Academy for Girls - September 18, 2017

St. Raymond High School for Boys - September 19, 2017
St. Raymond Elementary School - September 20, 2017

Anniversary Gala at Marina Del Rey
Sunday, September 24, 2017 - 1:00 p.m. – 5:30 p.m.

($75 per person includes cocktail hour and dinner)

Church of Saint Raymond

BY ROBERT WIRSING
A new safety initiative 

will make Bronx parks 
safer. 

Local elected offi cials 
joined NYC Parks and the 
NYPD in announcing the 
completion of Phase One of 
the Blue Lights Parks Safety 
Pilot Program for four local 
parks at a press conference 
on Wednesday, August 30 at 
Soundview Park.

As part of Phase I, 40 blue 
light emergency call boxes 
have been installed in Pug-
sley Creek Park, Soundview 
Park, Concrete Plant Park 
and Starlight Park.

The program is designed 
to shorten response times 
to park emergencies.

The project was an-
nounced by Mayor de Bla-
sio during a town hall on 
Wednesday, May 24 at Adlai 
E. Stevenson High School.

The mayor pledged that 

the blue lights would be in-
stalled by the end of sum-
mer 2017.

“I am heartened that the 
city has come through on 
schedule to bring new safety 
to our wonderful parks and 
am glad to have contributed 
funding for the project,” 
shared Assemblyman Luis 
Sepulveda. 

The location of each box 
was determined based on 
information pooled from 
the NYPD and Parks.

A 911 call made from a 
blue light box will display 
the caller’s exact location 
inside the park so police of-
fi cers can respond immedi-
ately.

“It can be diffi cult for 
New Yorkers to accurately 
communicate their location 
to police when inside a big 
park because there are no 
cross streets or landmarks 
to provide,” explained NYC 

Parks Commissioner Mitch-
ell Silver.

The fi rst phase was 
funded by $400,000 from 
Councilwoman Annabel 
Palma.

“Under the cover of 
darkness, criminal activity 
tends to fl ourish; I believe 
equipping parks with emer-
gency alarm stations will 
help reduce the opportuni-
ties for these crimes to take 
place,” expressed Palma.

The pilot program was a 
coordinated effort between 
the city and local elected of-
fi cials created in response 
to the tragic death of Chris-
tian Negron on June 28, 
2015.

Negron, a La Guardia 
Community College stu-
dent, was attacked by seven 
men from behind, struck 
several times in the back 
of his head and robbed in 
broad daylight at Pugsley 

Creek Park.
He escaped his assail-

ants and was discovered 
by his grandmother uncon-
scious and unresponsive on 
July 8, 2015.

Negron was rushed to a 
local hospital where he was 
pronounced brain dead. He 
was taken off of life support 
on July 17, 2015.

A 911 call made during 
Negron’s assault led police 
offi cers to an inaccurate lo-
cation in the park.

“The more we grow as 
a community and enhance 
our open spaces, the more it 
is our responsibility to also 
ensure that they are safe 
and welcoming for all visi-
tors,” shared Assemblyman 
Marcos Crespo.

“This highly anticipated 
project goes a long way to 
increasing security at our 
parks which should always 
represent a safe haven for 

the residents they serve,” ex-
pressed Senator Jeff Klein.

Phase II and III will pro-
vide additional safety tech-
nologies to the parks in-
cluding noise, light and air 
quality sensors to improve 

the understanding of the 
parks’ environment.

Funding for the two re-
maining phases has been 
pledged by Borough Presi-
dent Diaz, Senator Klein 
and Crespo and Sepulveda.

Blue Lights Safety Program 
launched at four local parks

Soundview Park is one of four local parks receiving 40 blue light 
emergency call boxes. 
 Photo courtesy of NYC Parks



her campaign offi ce on 79 
Westchester Square.

Vacca, who fashions 
himself a ‘king maker,’ ac-
cording to political insiders,  
could not carry the inexperi-
enced Velazquez across the 
fi nish line.

Vacca spent most of pri-
mary day at the Preston 
High School polling site 
trying to convince voters to 
back his candidate. 

The site, which  was ex-
pected to favor Velazquez, 
produced a dissappointing 
60-vote advantage for her, 
out of almost 600 votes cast. 

At one point, as the elec-
tion night returns delivered 
a steady fl ow of bad news, her 
supporters formed a prayer 
circle to stem the room’s dis-
sipating energy as the mood 
jarringly turned hopeless.

By 11:04 p.m., Gjonaj was 
declared  the primary win-
ner.

Vacca opened the fl oor 
for Velazquez’s post-primary 
speech by crediting her for a 
decent showing.

Velazquez thanked her 
team and supporters who 
had sacrifi ced their time and 
energy to spend with her late 
Tuesday.

Gjonaj said that his win 
puts him on course to make 
history again. If he wins the 
general election in Novem-
ber he will be the fi rst city 
councilman of Albanian de-
scent, a feat he accomplished 
in the Assembly fi ve years 
ago. 

He is currently serving 
his third term as an assem-
blyman.

He told the crowd at Mae-
stro’s that he wants to “send 
a very clear message that 
here in the Bronx, working 
together, we can overcome 
negativity and accomplish 
great things.”

He said that working to-
gether will help keep our 
communities safe, address 
quality of life issues, protect 
our seniors and others, im-
prove the educational sys-
tem that our children, the 
next generation, depends on.

“I’m honored by the trust 
you have put in me and all 
the work that you have de-
voted to make tonight spe-
cial, and that it is, a very spe-
cial night,” Gjonaj said.

Doyle, a community ac-
tivist, who formerly worked 
for Senator Jeff Klein, spoke 
to supporters just before 11 
p.m. Tuesday, September 
12, at Brewski’s in Throggs 
Neck. 

He thanked his grass-
roots volunteers for sticking 
by him when the political es-
tablishment supported other 
candidates.

“They lent their voices to 
me, and in many respects, I 
stand on their shoulders,” 
said Doyle.

He said that over the 
course of the campaign, 
he and Velazquez became 
friends, and while they dis-
agreed about whom the 
Democratic nominee should 
be, they weren’t all that dif-
ferent.

“I feel blessed beyond be-
lief at the amount of friends 
I have in this world and in 
this room, and all those who 
voted for me,” said Doyle.

 As Gjonaj continued his 
victory speech, he reminded 
everyone of the promise he 
made when elected to the 
Assembly about the princi-
ple he follows in public ser-
vice — why he was excited to 
serve in the Assembly and 
why he’s excited to go to the 
City Council.

“This principle  is simple 
— government working to-
gether with the people mak-
ing a positive difference in 
people’s lives,” Gjonaj said.

“When somebody told 
me you need to hit back, 
to go negative, attack your 
opponents the way they’re 
attacking you, I made a 
decision, no matter what 
I wouldn’t engage in that 
negativity that the residents 
in this council district have 
been subject to,” he said. 
“By working together we 
can accomplish so much 
more. Instead of tearing 
each other down, we must 
focus on ways to build our 
communities up.”

Gjonaj thanked the peo-
ple who helped him in his 
campaign, especially his 
family, saying public ser-
vice is a family affair.

They’ve been the founda-
tion for everything he does, 
he said. He thanked his wife, 
two sons, mother, sister, 
brother, 94-year old grand-
father — the entire Gjonaj 
family.

He also thanked many 
elected offi cials, including 
Klein, Borough President 

Ruben Diaz Jr., Gov. Mario 
Cuomo and Assemblyman 
Michael Benedetto.  

Ortiz came by the vic-
tory party to offer his con-
gratulations.

Borough President Ru-
ben Diaz Jr. won the Demo-
cratic primary for re-elec-
tion by a large margin, with 
86.03 percent of the vote, as 
98.08 percent of the scanners 
reported results to the BOE.

Diaz Jr. thanked his vol-
unteers who worked over the 
summer for his campaign.

“You’ve been out there, 
you’ve been campaigning. 
And you can feel good be-
cause tonight we won big!” 
he said. 

“For the last eight years, 
I think that we’ve been lead-
ing the Bronx in the right 
direction, making sure that 
we create jobs, we’ve been 
creating affordable housing, 
fi xing up our parks,” Diaz 
Jr. said. 

And Ruben Diaz, Sr. was 
also a victor in his primary 
race for the 18th Council 
District, with 41.92 percent 
of the vote as 99 percent of 
the scanners reported to the 
BOE.

Diaz Sr. thanked the 
people who helped him get 
elected, including family 
and campaign workers and 
elected offi cials. 

Diaz Sr. has said in an 
interview with the Bronx 
Times Reporter that he’s 
been a supporter of busi-
ness improvement districts, 

seeing results in his district 
and elsewhere in the bor-
ough. 

He called BIDs “a win-
win situation, happy to sup-
port them wherever they 
may be forming.”  

“Everyone has the right 
to housing,” Diaz Sr. said.  
“The Bronx has done more 
than its fair share. Things 
have been looking up in 
recent years, but we still 
need to focus on Bronx job 
creation and education — 
including adult vocational 
training — that can lead to 
people improving their eco-
nomic situation so they can 
afford decent housing.” 

Newcomer Amanda 
Farias garnered 20 percent 
of the vote to place second 
in the race. While the re-
sults weren’t what she was 
hoping for, she looked for-
ward to being involved in 
the community for years to 
come.

“I want to thank every-
one who worked so hard on 
behalf of my campaign,” 
she said early Wednesday 
morning. “So many family 
members, friends and com-
munity residents dedicated 
hours of their time because 
they believed in our mes-
sage.”

Elvin Garcia garnered 
just under 15 percent of the 
vote, while fellow candidate 
Michael Beltzer got just un-
der 14 percent. Neither could 
be reached for comment 
Tuesday evening.

 A fi fth candidate, 
William Russell Moore, 
grabbed just under 9 per-
cent of the vote. Moore will 
appear on the November 
ballot under the Reform 
Party line, and his man-
ager Pamela Stewart said 
she had made several com-
plaints she hoped to be ad-
dressed concerning polling 
stations in the district.

Among Stewart’s com-
plaints were poll workers 
whom she alleged did not 
speak adequate enough Eng-
lish to properly operate tab-
lets used to sign in voters, 
and that voters were sent to 
wrong polling stations due to 
confl icting information sent 
by the board of elections.

In the 8th Council Dis-
trict, partially in the south 
Bronx and mostly in Man-
hattan, there is a open seat 
that is being vacated by term 
limited Council Speaker Me-
lissa Mark-Viverito.

 As of press time, Diana 
Ayala appears to have edged 
out Robert Rodriquez in the 
Democratic primary with 
43.64 percent to 42.20 per-
cent respectively with more 
than 97 percent of precincts 
reporting.

Ayala had declared vic-
tory, according to published 
reports, while Rodriguez, ac-
cording to a statement, had 
not conceded.

(Reporters Patrick Roc-
chio, Arthur Cusano, Robert 
Wirsing and Bob Guiliano 
contributed to this story.)
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Assemblyman Mark Gjonaj defeats Vacca’s candidate; 
Senator Ruben Diaz captures the 18th CD Dem nod

Mark Gjonaj speaks to supporters as his wife Roberta and Borough President Ruben Diaz, Jr. are elated over his 13th Council District 
Democratic primary win. Community News Group/Bob Guiliano

Ruben Diaz Sr. speaks to a crowd of Democratic supporters attend-
ing a celebration at Maestro’s Caterers after he won a primary race 
in the 18th Council District on Tuesday, September 12. Community 
News Group/Bob Guiliano
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BY ARTHUR CUSANO
Northeast Bronx residents 

and local leaders gathered at a 
new memorial to the September 
11th attacks on Wednesday, Sep-
tember 13 to remember the trag-
edy that claimed thousands of 
lives 16 years ago.

Kicking off with a perfor-
mance of ‘Amazing Grace’ by 
the Port Authority Police Pipe 
and Drum Corp, the half-hour 
ceremony was held at a newly 
erected memorial adjacent in the 
parking lot of the Marriot Resi-
dence Inn hotel at the Hutchin-
son Metro Center complex. 

The new memorial, entitled 
Freedom is Not Free, consists of 
a large bronze eagle with a six-
foot wingspan holding a steel 
World Trade Center beam. It is 
surrounded by an open plaza.

Simone Metro Properties 
president Joe Kelleher said his 
company had wanted to create a 
9/11 memorial at the office com-
plex for years, and was eventu-
ally able to secure a piece of 
original steel from the ruins of 
the World Trade Center to use in 
the monument.

While attending an event 
called Honor Day in New Jersey 

that raises funds to honor ser-
vice members, Kelleher said he 
was impressed by the memorial 
erected there.

“A day later, we got a call 
from the Port Authority say-
ing they had identified a piece 
of steel from the ruins of the 
works trade center - it’s sitting 
up here,” he said. “They said 
we could have it if we did some-
thing meaningful with it.” 

Joe Cary of Monroe, New 
Jersey was the man who helped 
create the memorial in Farm-
ingdale, NJ that served as in-
spiration for the Metro Center 
memorial. 

He thanked the Port Author-
ity Police Union for donating 
the steel.

“To be close to the steel is 
humbling,” he said. “It’s a piece 
of history.”

While the events 16 years ago 
were tragic, stories of selfless 
acts of first responders would 
soon emerge, Cary recalled.

“We would all soon under-
stand that while this horrific 
act was unwarranted and gro-
tesque, love, courage and hope 
would always conquer hate,” he 
said.

The new memorial sits in 
the Hutchinson Metro Center, 
the large Simone Properties de-

velopment located just off the 
Hutchinson River Parkway near 
the Pelham Parkway exit. 

Kelleher said the 9/11 attacks 
also inspired the real estate de-
veloper to relinguish the prop-
erty the  new city 911 call center 
was built on.

“That silver building you see 
on the north end of this property 
is open, and it is protecting us 
on a daily basis,” Kelleher said.

Borough President Ruben 
Diaz Jr. said the borough lost 
144 residents. While the city wit-
nessed the ugliest that human-
ity has to offer, Diaz said it also 
saw bravery and courage.

“We challenged our fate, we 
questioned God,” he said. “We 
found solace in that evil that 
day was met by the beautiful 
things that makes us all God’s 
children.”

Also on hand for Wednesday’s 
event was Assemblyman Mi-
chael Benedetto, who compared 
the 9/11 attacks to the Pearl Har-
bor attacks and the killing of 
John F. Kennedy as events that 
would be remembered by an en-
tire generation.

It is important that we re-
member these events,” Bene-
detto said. “You have created 
this (memorial) and we appreci-
ate it.”

level two and three sex of-
fenders are living at Bronx 
family shelters, up from 
three sex offenders found 
in a previous 2015 study. 

Klein held a press con-
ference in front of the 
Throggs Neck shelter with 
Assemblyman Michael 
Benedetto and other area 
elected offi cials on Satur-
day, September 9.

“It’s unthinkable that 
the same sexual predators 
are able to coexist with the 
vulnerable children liv-
ing inside the city’s family 
shelters,” Klein said in a 
statement. 

“The city should im-
mediately remove all sex 
offenders from these shel-
ters, and when I get back 
to Albany I will continue 
to fi ght to prevent this 
from happening in the fi rst 
place,” he added.

Benedetto vowed to ad-
dress the issue once the 

legislature reconvened in 
Albany.

“It is hard to believe 
that the city still hasn’t got 
their act together on this 
matter,” the assemblyman 
stated. “Children are be-
ing placed at risk. Janu-
ary can’t come fast enough 
so we can begin to address 
this problem legislatively.

Councilman James 
Vacca announced on his 
offi cial Facebook page that 
he was notifi ed on Thurs-
day, September 7 by a res-
ident that a sex offender 
was living at the Crystal 
Family Center.  

“It’s absolutely unac-
ceptable that a child rapist, 
or any sex offender for that 
matter, is placed with chil-
dren at a family homeless 
shelter,” Vacca said. “We 
must do everything we can 
to protect children from 
dangerous predators.” 

Vacca alleges city rules 
allow a sex offender to be 
housed in a family shelter 

if the offender is part of a 
family unit himself, and 
urged that policy to be 
changed immediately. 

A spokesmen for the 
NYC Department of 
Homeless Services said 
under state law, level 1 
and some level 2 non-res-
idency-restricted sex of-
fenders do not have any 
restrictions on their resi-
dences, whether in tem-

porary housing or in the 
community.

The department 
spokesman also said the 
public posting of the ad-
dresses of individuals in 
shelters was a violation 
of state social services 
law, and could put those 
being sheltered at risk.

“Our top priority is 
protecting the safety of 
every individual and ev-

ery family experiencing 
homelessness as they 
re-stabilize their lives. 
While we can cannot 
discuss specifi c cases 
due to client confi den-
tiality, we respect the 
constitutional rights of 
all families and provide 
temporary housing to 
New Yorkers facing hard 
times in accordance with 
State Law.”
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Former rapist found living 
at family shelter: pols

A registered sex offender was found living in a family homeless shelter at the former Whitestone 
Capri Hotel earlier thsi month, Arthur Cusano

Borough President Diaz (r) addressed the importance of the monument dedicated 
two days after the 16th anniversary of the terrorist attacks. Photo by Fernando 
Justiniano

9/11 memorial at Hutch Metro Center hosts unveiling
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TOP DRIVER DISTRACTIONS
ADVERTORIAL

Using mobile phones
Leading the list of the 

top distractions behind the 
wheel are mobile phones. 
Phones now do more than 
just place calls, and driv-
ers often cannot pull away 
from their phones, even 
when driving. According to 
the California Department 
of Motor Vehicles, studies 
have shown that driving 
performance is lowered 
and the level of distraction 
is higher for drivers who 
are heavily engaged in cell 

phone conversations. The 
use of a hands-free device 
does not lower distraction 
levels. The percentage of 
vehicle crashes and near-
crashes attributed to di-
aling is nearly identical 
to the number associated 
with talking or listening. 

Daydreaming
Many people will admit 

to daydreaming behind 
the wheel or looking at a 
person or object outside of 
the car  for too long. Per-

haps they’re checking out 
a house in a new neighbor-
hood or thought they saw 
someone they knew on the 
street corner. It can be easy 
to veer into the direction 
your eyes are focused, caus-
ing an accident. In addition 
to trying to stay focused on 
the road, some drivers pre-
fer the help of lane depar-
ture warning systems.

Eating
Those who haven’t quite 

mastered walking and 

chewing gum at the same 
time may want to avoid 
eating while driving. The 
majority of foods require a 
person’s hands to be taken 
off of the wheel and their 
eyes to be diverted from the 
road. Reaching in the back 
seat to share some French 
fries with the kids is also 
distracting. 

Try to eat meals before 
getting in the car. For 
those who must snack 
while en route, take a 
moment to pull over at 

a rest area and spend 10
minutes snacking there 
before resuming the
trip.

Reading
Glancing at an adver-

tisement, updating a Fa-
cebook status or reading
a book are all activities 
that should be avoided 
when driving. Even pour-
ing over a traffic map or 
consulting the digital 
display of a GPS system 
can be distracting.


	17.bronx.p01
	17.bronx.p02
	17.bronx.p03
	17.bronx.p04
	17.bronx.p05
	17.bronx.p06
	17.bronx.p07
	17.bronx.p08
	17.bronx.p09
	17.bronx.p10
	17.bronx.p11
	17.bronx.p12
	17.bronx.p13
	17.bronx.p14
	17.bronx.p15
	17.bronx.p16

