
BY BOB GUILIANO
The imminent closing 

of two Capital One Bank 
branches on Friday, Novem-
ber 17, at Throggs Neck and 
Westchester Square, will re-
route customers to the Pel-
ham Bay branch.

“It’s a shame but it goes 
to show you the sign of the 
times,” said Bob Jaen, pres-
ident, Throggs Neck Mer-
chants Association. “Ev-
erybody says the economy 

is doing so well and even 
though I  believe it’s coming 
back on an upswing, some of 
the big companies are start-
ing to feel the heat.”

When the branches at 3780 
East Tremont Avenue and 35 
Westchester Square close, 
the branch at 3049 Buhre Av-
enue in Pelham Bay will be 
servicing the three neighbor-
hoods, according to Amanda 
Landers, spokeswoman for 
Capital One Corporate Com-

BY ARTHUR CUSANO
Northeast Bronx assem-

blyman and a candidate to  
replace Councilman James 
Vacca, Mark Gjonaj, has fi led 
a lawsuit alleging the Bronx 
is getting more than its fair 
share of homeless shelters.

The lawsuit, fi led August 
29 in Bronx County Court 
through Manhattan-based at-
torneys Dunnington, Bartho-
lomew & Miller LLP, names 
the city of New York as defen-
dant and Gjonaj and 13 other 
Bronx residents as plaintiffs.

“This does not seek to re-
duce or stop current support-
ive housing options,” Gjonaj 
stated of the complaint. “It 
seeks to ensure that each bor-
ough in the city pitches in 
to do its fair share to aid the 
neediest among us.”

Since 1989, the city char-
ter’s Fair Share provision re-
quires the issuance of annual 
‘beds to population’ index to 
assess the impact of city fa-
cilities on communities to en-
sure equitable distribution of 

BY BOB GUILIANO 
AND ROBERT WIRSING

Ariel Galarza’s family plans 
to fi le a civil lawsuit following 
the release of a report that “no 
criminal culpability” was found 
in Galarza’s death on November 
2, 2016 after multiple Tasers by 
police.

Sanford Rubenstein, the at-
torney for the family,  said on 
Wednesday, September 6, that 
although the report of Attorney 
General Eric Schneiderman’s in-
vestigation, released Thursday, 
August 31, ruled out criminality 
by police, there are “serious is-
sues involving whether there is 
civil liability here and we will be 
fi ling a civil lawsuit against the 
NYPD and the offi cer sometime 
this week.”

The police offi cer, sergeant 
William Melrose of the 45th Pre-
cinct, had Tasered Galarza while 
responding to a 911 call of an emo-
tionally disturbed man armed 
with a knife behaving violently at 
1840 Mayfl ower Avenue last No-
vember.

Galarza, 49, had allegedly 
threatened Melrose with an in-
tact glass bottle when offi cers en-
tered his basement apartment in-
side the multi-family home.

The cause of death was ruled 
a homicide by the medical exam-
iner, according to Julie Bolcer, 
NYC Offi ce of Medical Examin-
er’s public affairs director.

“The classifi cation does not 
imply any statement about intent 
or culpability,” Bolcer had said 
in April. “The evaluation of the 
legal implications of this classifi -
cation is a function of the district 
attorney and the criminal justice 
system.”

Schneiderman’s Special Inves-
tigations and Prosecutions Unit 
reported that its investigation — 
led by Chief of the Special Inves-
tigations and Prosecutions Unit 
Alvin Bragg — found no criminal 
culpability in Galarza’s death.
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Edgewater Park Baby Parade
Celebrating 101 years, the Edgewater Park Labor Day Weekend Festivities 
began with the time honored Baby Parade on Saturday, September 2. Tara 
Butler dressed up as one of the Three Little Pigs for an award-winning 
fl oat.   Photo by Laura Stone

Capital One Bank closing 
two branches in November



BY ARTHUR CUSANO
The Bronx Times Re-

porter sent questions to 
each of the candidates run-
ning in the 18th Council 
District Democratic Pri-
mary on Tuesday, Septem-
ber 12. 

In an effort to provide 
voters with more infor-
mation to make better-in-
formed decisions, questions 
and answers from the fi ve 
candidates running can be 
found in this article. 

On the ballot are Mi-
chael Beltzer, Ruber Diaz 
Sr., Amanda Farias, Elvin 
Garcia and William Moore.

BTR: Councilwoman 
Annabel Palma is funding 
the creation of a Business 
Improvement District in 
Castle Hill. Will you con-
tinue her efforts to support 
it and do you see any other 
business areas that could 
benefi t from a BID?

Beltzer: As a former 
merchant organizer that 
worked on Castle Hill Av-
enue, it is surprising that 
the merchants would agree 
to a BID before the mer-
chants association is fully 
functioning. 

I would like to see at 
least fi ve years of continu-
ous merchant association 
business before a BID is 
formed in the district. 

Diaz Sr.: I am an en-
thusiastic supporter of 
Business Improvement 
Districts. I have seen the 
results in my district and 
elsewhere in the borough. 

They are a win-win 
situation, and I am happy 
to support them wherever 
they may be forming.  

Farias: There is a BID 
along Westchester Avenue 
that could be expanded, and 
I would also put efforts to-
wards creating a BID along 
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IN THEIR OWN WORDS: 
13th CD Q&A

IN THEIR OWN WORDS: 
18th CD Q&A

Michael Beltzer  
           Courtesy Michael Beltzer

State Senator Ruben Diaz Sr.
 Courtesy of Ruben Diaz Sr.

Amanda Farias  
              Courtesy of Amanda Farias

Assemblyman Mark Gjonaj
 Photo by Walter Pofeldt

John Doyle Ccourtesy of J. Doyle

Marjorie Velazquez

BY PATRICK ROCCHIO
The Bronx Times Re-

porter sent six questions to 
each of the candidates run-
ning in the 13th City Council 
District Democratic Primary 
on Tuesday, September 12. 

In an effort to provide 
voters with more informa-
tion to make better-informed 
decisions, questions and an-
swers from the fi ve candi-
dates running can be found 
in this article. 

On the ballot are John 
Doyle, Assemblyman Mark 
Gjonaj, Victor Ortiz, Egidio 
Sementilli, and Marjorie Ve-
lazquez. 

BTR: Some community 
leaders in the 13th Council 
District recently disagreed 
with Councilman James Vac-
ca’s stance on two important 
matters: the narrowing of 
the roadway on part of East 
Tremont Avenue and the size 
of the new wing of P.S. 14. 

Vacca pushed the plans 
through despite community 
opposition. As a council mem-
ber, how would you handle is-
sues where there was no clear 
consensus?

Doyle: I testifi ed against 
the road diet proposal when 
it came before Community 
Board 10 in May 2015.  How-
ever my concern was cen-
tered on the process. We 
should have allowed for 
residents to give their sug-
gestions for improvements 
fi rst, before narrowing the 
roadway.

On the P.S. 14 issue, I ini-
tiated a Freedom of Informa-
tion Request with the Water-
bury LaSalle Community 
Association. I plan on host-
ing open town hall meetings 
in every community every 
year. This promotes account-
ability and information be-
ing shared with everyone.  If 

Continued on Page 10 Continued on Page 12
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ANTIQUES & ESTATE BUYERS

ANTIQUE & ESTATE BUYERS
We buy anything old. One piece or house full. 

WILL TRAVEL. HOUSE CALLS.

ANTIQUE & ESTATE BUYERS
We buy anything old. One piece or house full. 

WILL TRAVEL. HOUSE CALLS.
WILL TRAVEL

ENTIRE
TRI-STATE!

FREE
Estimates!

We Pay $CASH$ For 
Paintings, Clocks, Watches, 
Estate Jewelry & Fine China, 

From Single Items 
to Entire Estates!
Coin & Stamp Collections

Costume Jewelry
Antique Furniture  Lamps
Bronzes  Paintings  Prints

Chinese & Japanese 
Artwork & Porcelain

Sports Collectibles 
Comic Books  Old Toys  Records
Cameras  Sterling Flatware Sets

HUMMELS & LLADROS

ANTIQUES & ESTATE BUYERS

TOP $ PAID
FOR JUDAICA
COLLECTIBLES

HOUSE
CALLS

MOVING orDOWNSIZING?CALL
US!

Top $ Paid
for Antique

Sterling!

Military
Collections

Wanted
Swords,
Knives,

Helmets, etc.

SEE OUR AD EVERY SUNDAY IN THE POST

SAME DAY  
SERVICE  

AVAILABLE

SERVING BRONX 
AND THE ENTIRE  
TRI-STATE AREA

516-974-6528516-974-6528

WILL TRAVEL. WE MAKE HOUSE CALLS.
1029 WEST JERICHO TURNPIKE, SMITHTOWN, L.I.

HOUSE 
CALLS

ASK FOR CHRISTOPHER



supportive housing city-
wide. 

The lawsuit alleges 
the city has failed to is-
sue that index since 
2003.

The suit also alleges 
the Bronx has a sig-
nifi cantly higher num-
ber of shelter beds then 
other boroughs – ap-
proximately 830 beds per 
100,000 people. 

That number is more 
than double the number 
in Queens and almost 
double what Brooklyn 
has, the lawsuit states. 

Gjonaj is asking the 
city to issue the man-
dated annual index so 
that the fair share crite-
ria can be known when 
considering any future 
applications for new or 
expanded residential fa-
cilities.

“As someone who has 
fought to protect and 
create affordable hous-
ing options for the most 
vulnerable New York-
ers, I know fi rsthand the 
severity of the problem 
that we face as a city,” 
Gjonaj added. “It is the 
responsibility of each 
borough to be part of the 
solution.”

New York City, un-
der Mayor de Blasio, 
has recently launched 
a new initiative to close 
so-called ‘cluster sites,’ 
where the city rents 
apartments in existing 
buildings to house the 
homeless, and replace 
them with permanent 
shelters citywide.

Under that new ini-
tiative, the city plans to 
build shelters in areas 
where large homeless 
populations already live. 

Many Bronx leaders 

fear the borough will 
continue to get a larger 
number of homeless than 
other boroughs.

The other plaintiffs in 
the lawsuit are Clarisa 
Alayeto, Felix Aponte, 
Bernard Smith, Wilbert 
Lawton, Mohammed 
Mardah, Sheila Sanchez, 
Sara Nunez-Mejia, Jean 
Hill, Rafael Barbosa, Yas-
min Cruz, Gerardina Co-
lon, Janice Walcott and 
Robert Hall.

Hill is the Land Use, 
Zoning and Housing Com-
mittee chair for Commu-
nity Board 7, but stressed 
she joined the lawsuit as 
a private individual. 

She cited the recent 
proposal by Sam’s Floor 
Coverings at 3041 Web-
ster Avenue to add a third 
level to the two-fl oor com-
mercial building to create 
a 200-bed homeless shel-
ter just feet away from 
P.S. 20. That proposal is 
still being considered by 
the city.

“There are a lot 
of homeless shelters 
planned in places that are 
inappropriate,” she said 
as the reason for joining 
the lawsuit.

The NYC Law Depart-
ment is reviewing the 
complaint, according to a 
department spokesman. 

According to the report, 
on November 2, 2016, 45th 
Precinct police offi cers re-
sponded to a 911 call from 
another resident of Galar-
za’s building, who said that 
Galarza had been brandish-
ing a knife and screaming. 

When the police offi cers 
arrived, they found Galarza 
in his basement apartment 
holding a 12-ounce glass 
bottle. 

When ordered to lie 
down on the fl oor, Galarza 
stood up and lifted the bot-
tle in the air, within eight 
feet of sergeant Melrose.

When Galarza ignored 
orders to drop the bottle, 
Melrose deployed a Taser 
and delivered a fi ve-second 
electric charge. 

Galarza continued to 
struggle with the police 
offi cers as they attempted 
to handcuff him, reports 
state.       

Melrose activated the 
Taser two more times for 
fi ve seconds each, before 
the offi cers were able to re-
strain Galarza. 

After he was hand-
cuffed, Galarza lost con-
sciousness and his heart 
stopped beating. 

EMS personnel arrived 
within minutes and were 
able to restore a heart-
beat. However, once at the 
hospital, emergency room 
physicians were unable to 
maintain a normal heart 
rhythm and Galarza was 
pronounced deceased.

“There are key is-

sues here,” said Ruben-
stein. “One is the fact he 
was Tasered twice after 
he dropped the bottle and 
secondly, there were three 
Tasers within one min-
ute — all which violate the 
guidelines in the (NYPD 
Patrol Guide).” 

Rubenstein said that 
Galarza’s family “looks 
forward to a jury made up 
of citizens from the Bronx 
making a determination 
with regard to the issue of 
civil liability and damages. 
A jury will decide the dam-
ages this family is entitled 
to after we detearmine the 
issue of liability.”

The Offi ce of the Chief 
Medical Examiner con-
ducted an autopsy, and 
SIPU also retained an in-
dependent forensic patholo-
gist to conduct a separate 
autopsy, according to the 
report.  

OCME and the inde-
pendent expert separately 
reached similar conclu-
sions that Galarza died of 
cardiac arrest resulting 
from a combination of a 
pre-existing heart condi-
tion, drug intoxication, and 
obesity, combined with the 
effects of physical exertion, 
restraint, and the use of the 
Taser. 

The drugs included co-
caine and “bath salts,” clas-
sifi ed by the Drug Enforce-
ment Administration as 
n-ethylpentylone, a type of 
synthetic cathinone, which 
are cheap substitutes for 
methamphetamine and co-
caine.

In light of all the evi-
dence — including that 
Galarza was threatening 
the police offi cers with 
a glass bottle, and that a 
police offi cer may justifi -
ably use reasonable force 
in order to protect himself 
against the imminent use 
of unlawful force against 
himself or another per-
son, or to effect an arrest 
— SIPU found that crimi-
nal charges against the 
responding police offi cers 
were not warranted.

“We send our deepest 
condolences to the fam-
ily of Mr. Galarza, whose 
death was a tragedy,” said 
Schneiderman. “We re-
main committed to follow-
ing the facts and providing 
exhaustive and transpar-
ent accounting of all cases 
we investigate under the 
executive order.”
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AG Schneiderman: Taser 
death not found criminal

Attorney General Eric Sch-
neiderman’s Offi ce recently 
completed its comprehensive 
investigation into the police in-
volved homicide of Pelham Bay 
resident Ariel Galarza. 
 Photo courtesy of Facebook

(Above) Assemblyman Mark Gjonaj has fi led a lawsuit against the 
city along with a dozen other Bronx residents alleging the borough 
gets an unfair share of homeless shelters. File photo

Bronx suffers unfair share; 
Gjonaj sues city over homeless burden

The Bronx Times On-Line
Your world is 24/7... NOW so are we.

YOUR NEIGHBORHOOD - YOUR NEWS
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SOLVE YOUR CHILD’S
READING PROBLEM
ACHIEVE

3 TO 6 YEARS OF
READING IMPROVEMENT

IN ONE YEAR!!!
“A Miracle In The Making!” - CBS TV

Dicker Reading Method
75 Brook Street, Scarsdale | 914.472.0600 | www.DickerReading.com

WATCH THIS VIDEO NOW:
www.nymetroparents.com/listing/Dicker-reading

CHILDREN AT OR
BELOW GRADE LEVEL

WILL BECOME THE
BEST READERS IN

THEIR CLASS

ACHIEVE
1 TO 3 YEARS OF

READING IMPROVEMENT
THIS SUMMER.

WATCH OUR VIDEOS NOW:
 Dickerreading.com/DRM_Advantage.ASP

SOLVE YOUR CHILD’S
READING PROBLEM
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POT of GOLD
Sherbee Antiques is a family-owned business that has been 

serving the tri-state area for over 60 years. 
We buy from the full contents of homes and estates 

to single items. We specialize in high-end goods such as 
antiques, art, fi ne porcelain, lighting, bronzes and sculptures. 

We have particular interest in fi ne jewelry, timepieces, 
diamonds, gold and silver. 

If you call we will come to you, free of charge, and evaluate 
what you are selling. We know the value of your possessions 
and are willing to pay top dollar on the spot. Please feel free 
to call seven days a week for a free same day consultation.

You may be sitting on a large fortune. 
Call Sherbee Antiques. They’ll tell you how much.

CALL TODAY 917-748-7622 OR 718-762-7448 
You’ll be glad you did.

Sherbee  Antiques
Est. 1940

BY BOB GUILIANO
Most Bronx Council mem-

bers are facing Democratic 
challengers to represent the 
party on primary day, Tues-
day, September 12,  with the 
exception of  term-limited 
council members.

The primary races to re-
place term-limited James 
Vacca and Annabel Palma 
are covered extensively on 
page 5.

Melissa Mark-Viverito, 
who represents the 8th Coun-
cil District which encom-
passes El Barrio/East Har-
lem, Mott Haven, Highbridge, 
Concourse, Longwood, and 
Port Morris, is also term lim-
ited. Her seat is up for grabs 
as well.

Mark-Viverito, born 
in Bayamón, Puerto Rico, 
worked for over a decade in 
local activism, nonprofi t or-
ganizations and grassroots 
labor organizing before being 
elected to the City Council in 
2005. She was unanimously 
elected to serve as NYC Coun-
cil Speaker in January 2014.

Democratic candidates vy-
ing for her seat are  Diana Ay-
ala, Tamika Mapp, Assembly-

man Robert Rodriguez, and 
Israel Martinez.

Council District 12 incum-
bent Andy King, fi rst elected 
in November 2012 by a land-
slide of 80 percent, was re-
elected by a majority to his 
fi rst full four-year term in 
November 2013. 

The 12th CD includes 
Wakefi eld, Olinville, Eden-
wald, Eastchester, Williams-

bridge, Baychester, and Co-
op City.

King faces challenges from 
Pamela Hamilton-Johnson, 
and Karrée-Lyn Gordon.

Council District 14 incum-
bent Fernando Cabrera has 
served since January 2010 in 
positions including chairman 
of the Juvenile Justice Com-
mittee and co-chairman of 
the Gun Violence Task Force. 

Cabrera is a member of the 

Black, Latino & Asian Cau-
cus and is an advocate for ten-
ants, youth and seniors.

The 14th CD includes 
Morris Heights, University 
Heights, Fordham, and Kings-
bridge.

Cabrera faces challenges 
from Randy Abreu and Felix 
Perdomo.

Council District 17 incum-
bent Rafael Salamanca Jr., 

the son of fi rst-generation 
Puerto Rican immigrants, 
grew up in the Bronx valuing 
hard work and giving back to 
the community.

Beginning his career work-
ing in healthcare to expand 
access for low-income and 
working families, Salamanca 
then served as district man-
ager for Community Board 2. 

He also previously served 
as president of the 41st Pre-
cinct Council, working 
closely with the NYPD and 
other local leaders to help 
improve public safety in the 
community.

Salamanca faces a chal-
lenge from Helen Foreman-
Hines. 

The 17th CD includes Con-
course Village, Crotona Park 
East, East Tremont, Hunts 
Point, Longwood, Melrose, 
Morrisania, Port Morris, 
West Farms, North Brother 
Island, and South Brother Is-
land.

Not facing challengers as 
they enter their fi nal four-
year term are: Andrew Co-
hen, 11th CD; Ritchie Torres, 
15th CD; and Vanessa Gibson, 
16th CD.

3 council seats wide open; some incumbents challenged

Fernando Cabrera 
 Photo courtesy of NYC Council websiteAndy King Courtesy of NYC Council website

Rafael Salamanca Jr. 
 Photo courtesy of NYC Council website



7
      B

R
O

N
X

 W
E

E
K

L
Y

 S
e

p
t

e
m

b
e

r
 1

0
, 2

0
1

7
 

w
w

w
.B

X
T

im
e

s
.c

o
m

BRIDAL FASHION
BRIDAL CENTER
7233 Amboy Road, Staten Island, (718) 227-8647
www.alwaysabridesmaidboutique.com

BRIDAL STYLES BOUTIQUE
905 Ave. U, Brooklyn, (718) 339–3222
www.bridalstylesboutique.com

MONEY SAVER SHOES INC.
Specializing Wide Widths, Dyeable & Evening Shoes
2098 Flatbush Ave., Brooklyn, (718) 258-0171

ULTIMATE FASHIONS
4255 Amboy Rd, SI, NY 10308  (718) 605-3274
316 Woodbridge Center Drive, Woodbridge, NJ 07095
(732) 750-1174, ultfash@optonline.net  
Staten Island Mall
Lower Level, Macy’s Wing Staten Island New York 10314 (718) 
370-2984, www.ultfash.com

TUXEDOS
TUXEDO WORLD OF STATEN ISLAND
2791 Richmond Ave #6, SI, NY 10314
(718) 698-4859, www.tuxedoworldsi.com

CATERING & VENUES
ADRIA HOTEL & CONFERENCE CENTER
221-17 Northern Boulevard, Bayside, NY 11361
(718) 631-5900, www.adriahotelny.com

ATLAS STEAKHOUSE
943 Coney Island Avenue, off  18th Ave., Brooklyn, NY
(646) 494-7227, www.AtlasSteak.com

BAY RIDGE MANOR
476 76th St., Brooklyn, (718) 748-8855
www.bayridgemanor.com

BAYSIDE HISTORICAL SOCIETY
208 Totten Ave - Fort Totten, Bayside, NY 11359, 
(718) 352-1548, www.baysidehistorical.org/rentals.html

BUCKLEY’S
2926 Ave. S, Brooklyn
(718) 998-4222, www.buckleyscaterers.com

DYKER BEACH GOLF COURSE
86th Street and 7th Avenue, Brooklyn, NY 11228
(718) 836–9722 x 1 or privateeventdirector@dykerbeachgc
www.dykerbeachgc.com

EDIBLE ARRANGEMENTS
133-22 Springfi eld Blvd. (718) 528-3344
158-18 Cross Bay Blvd. (718) 848-3344
1357 Fulton St. (718) 622-3344
1557 Ralph Ave. (718) 451-3344
www.ediblearrangements.com/stores/StoreLocator.aspx

GLEN TERRACE
5313 Ave. N, Brooklyn (718) 252-4614

GRAND OAKS COUNTRY CLUB
200 Huguenot Ave., Staten Island
(718) 356–2771, www.grandoaksnyc.com

GRAND PROSPECT HALL
263 Prospect Ave., Brooklyn (718) 788-0777
www.grandprospecthall.com

GREENHOUSE CAFE
7717 Third Ave., Brooklyn (718) 833-8200
www.greenhousecafe.com

IL FORNETTO
2902 Emmons Ave. in Brooklyn, (718) 332-8494
www.ilFornettoRestaurant.com

KENNEDY’S BREEZY POINT
406 Bayside, Rockaway Point, NY 11697
(718) 945-0202, www.kennedysbreezypoint.com

MARBELLA RESTAURANT
220-33 Northern Blvd., Bayside, NY 11361
(718) 423-0100, www.marbella-restaurant.com

NICK’S LOBSTER HOUSE
2777 Flatbush Ave, Brooklyn, NY 11234, (718) 253-7117

PARADISE CATERING HALL
51 Avenue U, Brooklyn, NY 11223
(718) 372-4352, www.theparadisecateringhall.com

THE PEARL ROOM
8518 - 3rd Avenue, Brooklyn, NY 11209
(718) 833-6666, www.pearlroombklyn.com

PELHAM BAY & SPLIT ROCK GOLF COURSE
870 Shore Road, Bronx, NY 10464, (718) 885-1258 x224 or  
privateeventdirector@pelhamsplitrock
http://www.pelhamsplitrock.com

QUEENS BOTANICAL GARDEN
43-50 Main St, Flushing, NY 11355 (718) 886-3800 x201
www.queensbotanical.org/weddingsandevents

SCHNITZEL HAUS
7319 5th Avenue, Bay Ridge, NY 11029
(718) 836-5600, www.schnitzelhausny.com

SIRICO’S CATERERS
8015-23 13th Ave., Brooklyn, (718) 331-2900,
www.siricoscaterers.net

TERRACE ON THE PARK
52-11 111 Street, Flushing, NY 11368, (718) 592-5000,
www.terraceonthepark.com

THE VANDERBILT AT SOUTH BEACH
300 Father Capodanno Blvd., Staten Island
(718) 447-0800, www.vanderbiltsouthbeach.com

LODGING
ADRIA HOTEL AND CONFERENCE CENTER
221-17 Northern Boulevard, Bayside, NY 11361
www.adriahotelny.com, (800) 272-3742

ENTERTAINMENT
AMAZING BOTTLE DANCERS
(800) 716-0556, pasproductions@yahoo.com 
www.bottledancers.com

E-SQUARED PRODUCTIONS/
360 ENTERTAINMENT
4308 Richmond Ave. in Staten Island or 1665 Bath Ave. in 
Brooklyn, (718) 227–3235, www.e2dj.com

FAVORS & INVITATIONS
UNFORGETTABLE EVENTS
2049 Flatbush Ave in Brooklyn, (718) 377-4535,

FLORISTS
FLORAL FANTASY
3031 Quentin Rd. in Brooklyn, (718) 998-7060 or
(800) 566–8380, www.fl oralfantasyny.com

HENRY’S FLORIST
8103 Fifth Ave. in Brooklyn
(800) 543-6797 or (718) 238–3838, 
www.henrysfl oristweddingevents.com

MARINE FLORIST AND DECORATORS
1995 Flatbush Ave. in Brooklyn, 
(800) 447-6730 or (718) 338-3600, 
www.marinefl orists.com

JEWELRY
BENNY’S JEWELRY
89-02 165th Street, Suite B-1, Jamaica, NY 11432
(718) 526-4613, www.bennyny.com

BOBBY’S JEWELERS DIAMOND SPECIALIST
514 - 81 Street, Brooklyn, NY, 11209
(718) 745-1725

LIMOUSINE SERVICES
MILA LIMOUSINE CORPORATION
(718) 232-8973, www.milalimo.com

ROMANTIQUE/DOUBLE DIAMOND LIMOUSINES
1421-86 Street, Brooklyn (718) 351-7273
2041-Hylan Blvd., Staten island (718) 351-7273
www.rddlimos.com

SERGI’S PARTY LIMO
171-15A Northern Blvd, Queens, NY 11358
(718) 353-5466, (212) 682-4040, (516) 489-4040
Toll Free: (888) 546-6134, (888) limo-134
Fax: (718) 353-5499, info@sergislimo.com
www.sergislimo.com

VIP LIMOS SVC
(516) 488-LIMO(5466), 
www.viplimosvc.com

PHOTOGRAPHY & VIDEO
FANTASY PHOTOGRAPHY
3031 Quentin Rd., Brooklyn (718) 998-0949
www.fantasyphotographyandvideo.com

GLAMOUR ME PHOTO & VIDEO
104-12 111th St., South Richmond Hill, (888) 400-2738 or (718) 
504–1970, www.glamourmestudio.com

ONE FINE DAY PHOTOGRAPHERS
459 Pacifi c St., Massapequa Park (516) 690–1320
www.onefi nedayphotographers.com

SALONS
AF BENNETT SALON
350 New Dorp Lane, Staten Island NY 10306
(718) 979-9000 www.afbennett.com

PILO ARTS SALON
8412 3 Ave, Brooklyn (718) 748–7411  www.piloarts.com

SERVICES
JOSEPH LICHTER, D.D.S.
1420 Ave. P in Brooklyn, (718) 339-7878,
www.josephlichterdds.com

OMNI DENTAL CARE
313 Kings Hwy. in Brooklyn, (718) 376-8656
www.omnidentalcare.com

THE VEIN CENTER OF THE VASCULAR INSTITUTE 
OF NY
Dr. Natalie Marks
960 - 50 Street, Brooklyn, NY 11219  
(718) 438-0067
www.vascularnyc.com

TRAVEL
JO-LYN TRAVEL AGENCY
7505-15th Avenue, Brooklyn, NY 11219
(718) 232-3139, jolyntravel@aol.com

WEDDING EXPOS
BOSCO’S WEDDING EXPO
www.cl.boscoweddings.com

BRIDAL AFFAIR
(718) 317–9701, www.bridalaff air.com

GREAT BRIDAL EXTRAVAGANZA
North Babylon, NY 11703, 631-667-EXPO (3976)
www.greatbridalextravaganza.com

TO BE INCLUDED IN THIS DIRECTORY CALL (718) 260–2500
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BY BOB GUILIANO
Youths in the NYPD Ex-

plorers program working un-
dercover with police stung 
nine out of 17 businesses, 
with citations including sales 
of alcohol to minors, during a 
six-month period. Eight busi-
nesses were commended for 
following the law. 

While three businesses 
were cited over alleged sales 
of alcohol to minors, two in-
volved marijuana arrests, 
one involved a gun, narcotics 
and untaxed cigarettes, one 
involved consumption of al-
cohol in the store, one did not 
have legal drinking age signs 
posted, and one involved vio-
lation of a business law.

This compliance check of 
businesses conducted from 
January through July of 2017 
was co-sponsored by Forward 
South Bronx Coalition and 
the 41st Precinct, according 
to Cedric McClester, proj-
ect coordinator and founder/
chairman emeritus of FSBC.

“In an area where under-
age drinking is the number 
one substance-abuse issue, it 
is critically important that 
business establishments that 
sell alcohol, avoid selling to 
underage individuals,” McC-
lester said.

FSBC operates out of  Long-
wood and Hunts Point, ac-
cording to McClester.

2017 is the second year that 
FSBC received federal fund-
ing and gave $20,000 to the 
41st Precinct to help cover the 
cost of the operation.

“We are grateful that FSBC 
provided us with the financial 
wherewithal to conduct in-
creased compliance checks,” 
said captain Louis DeCeglie, 
commander of the 41st Pre-
cinct.

These businesses were 
commended for complying 
with the law and passing their 
compliance checks:  

• El Exito, 960 East 165th 
Street.

• Intervale Liquor, 944A In-
tervale Avenue.

• El Porton Bar, 576 South-
ern Boulevard.

• El Valle Restaurant, 1008 
Westchester Avenue.

• El Polvorin Restaurant, 
807 Hunts Point Avenue

• Family Deli Grocery,19 

Simpson Street

• ZE Food, Inc., 551 South-
ern Boulevard

• A&G Deli, 976 Prospect 
Avenue

These three businesses 
were cited for allegedly sell-
ing alcohol to a minor:

• South Bronx Liquor, 866 
Prospect Avenue.

• Best Price Liquor, 995 
Westchester Avenue.

• Hunts Point Gourmet, 
Inc., 770 Hunts Point Avenue.

Clerks at Best Price Liquor 

insisted that they check for 

IDs before selling alcohol, and 
had no comment about the al-
leged citation. 

Workers at South Bronx 
Liquor and Hunts Point Gour-
met had no comment about 
the alleged citations.

Sammy’s Deli and Grocery 
Corp., 1126 Westchester Av-
enue was cited for not clearly 
posting a ‘21 and older’ 
poster. 

Arrests were made over al-
leged possession of marijuana 

at these two businesses: 

• Family Deli Grocery, 1019 
Simpson Street. 

• Smooth Life Gourmet 
Deli, 1016 Westchester Ave-
nue.

El Morro Grocery, 1048 
Westchester Avenue, faced 
charges over allegedly having 
narcotics and a gun on prem-
ises, and for selling untaxed 
cigarettes.

Lucky Brothers Deli, 706 
Faile Street, was cited for 
someone allegedly consum-

ing alcohol in the store.

And Big A Hookah, 703 
Hunts Point Avenue, was 
cited for an alleged business 
law violation. 

The penalties for a licensee 
selling alcohol to a minor ages 
18 to 21 include being charged 
with a class 2 misdemeanor, 
resulting in a possible 30-
day maximum sentence and a 
small fine. 

Selling to a minor under 
18 is a Class 1 misdemeanor, 
resulting in a possible year in 

Businesses cited for illegal alcohol 
sales to minors, drugs and weapons

Best Price Liquor, 995 Westchester Avenue, was among nine businesses cited for alleged alcohol sales to a minor during a compliance check done from January 
through July of 2017 sponsored by the 41st Precinct and Forward South Bronx Alliance. Community News Group/Bob Guiliano
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BY ARTHUR CUSANO
A Bronx street now 

bears the name of Francis 
‘Al’ Chapman, the former 
chair of the board of di-
rectors at the Kingsbridge 
Heights Neighborhood Im-
provement Association.

Members of the KHNIA 
were joined by Senator 
Gustavo Rivera and Coun-
cilman Fernando Cabrera 
on Monday, August 28 to 
name the intersection of 
University Avenue and 
West 197th Street in Kings-
bridge Heights to honor the 
longtime community activ-
ist.

The busy location will 
now be known as Francis 
‘Al’ Chapman Way.

“Our community con-
tinues to benefi t from Al’s 
devotion and commitment,” 
said Cabrera. “I am proud 
to have sponsored the NYC  
Council legislation that 
honors Al with this street 
co-naming.”

Rivera described Chap-
man, who passed away in 
March, as a courageous 
community leader who ded-
icated more than 30 years of 
his life to helping his neigh-
bors. 

“There were many in-
dividuals who were there 
during the tough times, and 
in the toughest of times in-

stead of leaving they took 
it upon themselves to orga-
nize their communities…
to somewhere other people 
would want to move to,” Ri-
vera said during a brief me-
morial last month.

Chapman became a vo-
cal opponent of major capi-
tal improvement rent in-
creases, or MCIs, which 
caused rents to spike in the 
1980s.  

Under previous laws 
landlords could bill tenants 
for capital improvements 
over a fi ve-year period. 
However there was little 
oversight to make sure the 
work was actually done 
and cost what the landlord 
charged for it.

Longtime Northwest 
Bronx Clergy Coalition 
board member Margaret 
Groark said Chapman’s ral-
lying of community organi-
zations citywide in opposi-
tion to the odious increases 
eventually led the state 
legislature to pass legisla-
tion extending the calcula-
tion period and effectively 
slashing future capital rent 
increases signifi cantly.

“I remember we once 
planned a meeting with 
Division of Housing and 
Community Renewal that 
Al chaired, where we chal-
lenged the agency to look 

more carefully at the (MCI) 
applications and only ap-
prove them if they were le-
gitimate,” Groark recalled.

Although they have been 
signifi cantly mitigated, 
the MCI charges still exist 
to burden tenants, Groark 
said.

“If Al was alive today he 
would say there is a need 
for serious MCI reform,” 
she added.

KHNIA president Eliza-
beth Thompson said Chap-
man’s work was vital to 
the organization’s work 
on behalf of residents for 
many years, and upon his 
death, members petitioned 
Cabrera to name a street in 
his honor.

“We felt he needed to be 
honored. He was very good 
with housing,” she said.  
Tenants don’t know their 
rights, and a lot of them 
are scared to say anything 
against the landlord. We 
still need more education 
in that area.”

Thompson said the asso-
ciation is looking for more 
members to help keep the 
area moving in the right di-
rection. 

Area residents looking 
to get involved are asked to 
call (718) 618-7550 or email 
to kingsbridges2805@
gmail.com. 

Street renamed for ‘Al’ 
Chapman, housing advocate

(l-r) Elizabeth and Thomas Chapman and Councilman Cabrera hold a copy of the new street sign.
 Photo by Silvio Pacifi co

BY ARTHUR CUSANO
The father of a man killed 

in a dispute last month at a 
Morris Park home said he is 
still searching for answers 
after his son’s assailant re-
ceived a light sentence.

Michael Mendoza, 21, 
was killed on the morn-
ing of Friday, August 11, by 
26-year-old Joseph Matos at 
Matos’ home at 1651 Tomlin-
son Avenue. 

Matos shot Mendoza 
through an apartment win-
dow while Mendoza was 
standing on his porch. 

Mendoza, who was joined 
by three other people, was 
holding a shotgun, which he 
discharged toward Matos, 
according to police.

Mendoza was trans-
ported to Jacobi Medical 
Center where he was later 
pronounced dead. The shoot-
ing was deemed to be in self-
defense by investigators

Matos, a familiar face 
to local police, with a prior 
drug offense conviction, 
was found with drugs in 
the apartment and was ini-
tially charged with a slew 
of weapon and drug-related 
counts.

However despite the 
litany of charges, Matos 
pleaded guilty to a single 
charge on Wednesday, Au-
gust 30: fourth-degree crimi-
nal possession of marijuana, 

a misdemeanor. 
He was also granted a 

conditional discharge that 
will allow him to avoid jail 
time as long as he stays out 
of trouble for the next twelve 
months.

“Matos was charged with 
the weapons charges at his 
arraignment, but when no 
gun or other ballistic evi-
dence was recovered...we 
didn’t have evidence to pro-
ceed with the homicide,” said 
D.A. offi ce spokeswoman Pa-
trice O’Shaughnessy.

Miguel Mendoza, Mi-
chael’s father, said he still 
has unanswered questions 
about the shooting that took 
his son’s life and is asking 
District Attorney Darcel 
Clarke to review the case.   

Among them is how the 
shooting could be deemed 
self-defense by investigators 
if the weapon Matos used 
was never recovered.

“The only story they have 
is from the people who don’t 
want to go to jail,” Mendoza 
said. “My son can’t speak 
for himself and they didn’t 
bother to look at the autopsy 
report.”

While he attended Ma-
tos’s criminal court pro-
ceedings, Mendoza said he 
was not allowed to address 
the judge and requests to see 
his son’s autopsy have not 
been met.

Mendoza wants to know 
what angle the bullet en-
tered  his son’s body, and 
how many gunshot wounds 
he suffered. 

Investigators also men-
tioned the possibility Men-
doza was killed by friendly 
fi re, his father said.

“Wouldn’t the autopsy be 
a main part of an investiga-
tion? Mendoza said. “Isn’t 
that the only voice the de-
ceased have?”

O’Shaughnessy said it 
often takes months for an 
autopsy to be released, but 
that it would eventually 
be available through the 
medical examiner’s offi ce.

Mendoza said he was 
also frustrated by the D.A. 
offi ce’s protection of Ma-
tos, the defendant, even 
though he engaged in the 
same kind of illegal drug 
activity his son was al-
leged to be involved in. 

“The assistant dis-
trict attorney said Matos 
is a drug dealer who sells 
drugs right (from) that 
same porch,” Mendoza 
said. “If Matos were a po-
lice offi cer the scrutiny he 
would have faced would be 
incredible, but as a drug 
dealer the courtesy ex-
tended to him, the defen-
dant, is simply unbeliev-
able.

Father of son killed in MP 
shooting has questions

The father of a man killed in a gunfi ght at a Morris Park home last month is seeking answers after the 
conviction of the alleged shooter. Arthur cusano



we need to act on big issues, 
these meetings will provide 
the forum to have those 
needed discussions so we 
can arrive at a consensus. 

Gjonaj: When there is no 
clear consensus among dif-
ferent parties, I believe it is 
important that we fi rst lis-
ten to the community, and 
then bring together all par-
ties to fi nd where we agree 
and work together for solu-
tions. 

As council member, I 
would have met with the 
community board and 
brought in DOT offi cials to 
look at all sides of the issue 
and come up with a compro-
mise. 

In regards to P.S. 14, 
we must take into account 
whether the surrounding 
infrastructure can support 
new construction; other-
wise any improvements will 
be a detriment to the com-
munity. 

The community board 
voiced its concerns, but the 
decision was made without 
taking their input or the 
needs of the surrounding 
infrastructure into consid-
eration. 

Ortiz:   I am against any 
proposed ‘road diet’ con-
struction in the community. 
It prevents fi rst responders 
from easier access to the 
community. Furthermore it 
creates a nightmare for com-
muters in the neighborhood. 
I would stop all funding for 
such activities.

Sementilli: I have op-
posed the ‘road-diet’ at the 
public hearings for the rea-
son that it would impede 
traffi c fl ow. 

I would have handled it 
with complete public review 
and a round table with DOT 
to resolve the liability and 
public safety issue in creat-
ing a better result. 

I agree that we need more 
schools in our community. 
P.S. 14 was a planned devel-
opment without prior dis-
cussion except for the public 
hearing after the plans were 
drawn. 

The park separating the 
private homes should have 
been left alone to create a 
natural barrier that had ex-
isted there for years.  

Velazquez: I believe the 
city should have had further 
dialogue with the commu-
nity on their updated plans 

before just starting the proj-
ect.  

On the P.S. 14 annex, I be-
lieve our children need mod-
ern school buildings with 
the necessary classroom 
and extracurricular space, 
and shouldn’t be forced into 
portable trailers in a school 
yard. 

Balancing the varying 
concerns of residents re-
quires listening and engag-
ing with all sides through 
multiple meetings and con-
versations, trying to fi nd 
consensus. 

BTR: Do you agree with 
Mayor de Blasio’s decision to 
create a panel to review possi-
ble ‘symbols of hate’ within a 
90-days?  Should the Christo-
pher Columbus statue in Co-
lumbus Circle be on the table 
for review? 

Doyle: I have no issue 
with a panel being set up 
to review these things but 
there are far more immedi-
ate needs in this city that 
need to be addressed. 

Gjonaj: Mayor de Bla-
sio is right to root out sym-
bols of hate. However, I am 
afraid of this turning into 
a witch hunt. How will we 
create a score card for the 
accomplishments of histori-
cal fi gures? I do not think 
this is the right way to help 
our children understand the 
past. I believe we should be 
choosing education over de-
struction.

As an historical fi gure 
who discovered our great 
country, Christopher Co-
lumbus is important to 
American history and is a 
profound fi gure in Italian 
cultural heritage. 

While many could have 
academic discussions on the 
explorer’s record, the idea 
that we should rip down his 
iconic monument is irratio-
nal. 

In 1892 President Ben-
jamin Harrison offi cially 
recognized Columbus Day 
on its 400th anniversary, en-
couraging Americans to cel-
ebrate the diversity of Amer-
ica. We should continue that 
sentiment today.

Sementelli: Mayor de-
Blasio is creating a panel of 
hate and separation to en-
hance division among our 
communities. 

The Columbus statue 
represents pride and it must 
stay. One must remember 
that the statue was erected 

in 1892 after the largest 
lynching in America, of Ital-
ian citizens in New Orleans 
(1891). 

Velazquez: I am not in 
favor of removing the Co-
lumbus Statue in Colum-
bus Circle. Whether we re-
view this issue through the 
mayor’s new panel or not, 
we need to consider the con-
text.  

BTR: Recently, some de-
velopers, including Stagg 
Group, have been construct-
ing apartment buildings they 
claim will be market rent, 
then turn them into homeless 
shelters. 

What do you think of the 
city’s policy of leasing new 
buildings to house homeless 
people?

Doyle: I joined Council-
man Andy King for a protest 
outside of Stagg’s develop-
ment on White Plains Road 
recently.  These ‘bait and 
switch’ tactics absolutely 
erode any sort of trust the 
community hopes to de-
velop during the land-use 
process.  

Gjonaj: The community 
must come fi rst. Developers 
must present their plans, 
in their entirety, at public 
meetings, which will be doc-
umented so that they can be 
held accountable. 

Additionally, commu-
nity members need to be 
made aware of any building 
permits that are applied for 
before construction begins. 

I will be looking into 
drafting legislation that 
will make it a requirement 
to notify community boards 
the moment a permit is ap-
plied for.

Ortiz: I believe that the 
Bronx has its share of home-
less shelters. We do not need 
to subsidize anymore of our 
tax dollars to this cause. 

However I would only 
reserve my vote for shelters 
that help veterans in our 
district. I believe that the 
veterans are the most un-
derprivileged people in our 
society.

Sementilli: Recently, 
I stood with Councilman 
Andy King in a protest in 
front of a Stagg Project 
turned into supportive hous-
ing after telling the public 
it was built for market rate 
apartments on White Plains 
Road. 

Velazquez:  This kind of 
‘bait and switch’ is not fair 

to our community. The pro-
cess exists to give residents 
a voice in what happens in 
their community through 
our community boards.                                 

BTR: It is documented 
that the Bronx plays host 
to more supportive housing 
than other parts of the city. 
Do you think this is fair?

Doyle: Of course it isn’t 
and unfortunately legisla-
tion in Albany to address 
this has languished for 
years.   

I have been supportive 
of legislation to require no-
tifi cation before these facili-
ties are built so we can have 
a honest discussion about 
which neighborhoods are 
already bearing their fair 
share. 

Gjonaj: Just last week I 
fi led a lawsuit that claims 
New York City is unduly 
burdening the Bronx with 
a disproportionate level of 
supportive housing facili-
ties. 

Specifi cally, I believe 
the city is in violation of its 
charter’s ‘fair share’ provi-
sion which requires the is-
suance of annual ‘beds to 
population’ index to assess 
the impact of city facilities 
on individual communities 
to ensure equitable distribu-
tion of supportive housing 
options throughout the city. 

This inequity in support-
ive housing has undoubt-
edly placed a disproportion-
ate strain on the Bronx’s 
housing supply, policing, 
transportation, healthcare 
and education system.

Ortiz: I support support-
ive housing for those who 
are disabled in our commu-
nity. I believe that support-
ive housing has been overde-
veloped in this district. I do 
not think it is fair to spend 
$1.7 billion dollars on this 
issue. The tax payers of New 
York City are overwhelmed 
with this issue. I would pro-
vide legislation to oversee 
any new projects in the 13th 
district to prevent any more 

supportive housing.
Sementilli: The politi-

cians support developers 
and have created a friendly 
environment to build and 
that is why you have so 
many in the Bronx. 

We need to build afford-
able market rate apartments 
that working families can 
afford instead of Manhat-
tan-style prices 

Mayor de Blasio plans to 
build 90 homeless shelters. 
It’s ‘pay back’ to the devel-
opers and the council must 
stop him.

Velazquez: I do not 
believe it is fair that the 
Bronx has more support-
ive housing than other 
parts of the city, and other 
boroughs should certainly 
take on their fair share of 
the supportive housing 
in the city.  But my fi rst 
and foremost priority is 
our district 13, where I do 
not want to see any more 
homeless or supportive 
housing units built.  

BTR: Please provide a 
list of any endorsements.

Doyle: I have been en-
dorsed by the NY Daily 
News, the Empire State 
Humane Voters, the Small 
Business Congress and 
Bronx Progressives (for-
merly ‘Bronx for Bernie’ 
(Sanders)). 

Gjonaj: Labor Unions: 
32BJ, Steamfi tters Local 
638. CSA, CSEA, Carpen-
ters Union, 1199SEIU, PBA, 
UFT, UFOA, UFA, HTC, 
TWU Local 100. 

Elected offi cials: Sena-

tor Jeff Klein, Borough 
President Ruben Diaz Jr. 
Bronx Democratic Party 
Chairman and Assembly-
man Marcos Crespo, Coun-
cilwoman Vanessa Gibson, 
Senator Jamaal Bailey, 
Councilwoman Annabel 
Palma, Congressman Joe 
Crowley, Assemblyman 
Michael Benedetto, As-
semblyman Jeff Dinowitz, 
Councilman Andrew Co-
hen, Assemblyman Victor 
Pichardo, Councilman Ra-
fael Salamanca, Yonkers 
Mayor Mike Spano, Con-
gressman Adriano Espail-
lat, Assembly Speaker Carl 
Heastie. 

Sementilli: None.
Ortiz: I don’t want any 

endorsements from special 
interests or any big names.  

Velazquez: Council 
members James Vacca and 
Ritchie Torres, The New 
York Times, DC 37, Com-
munication Workers of 
America District 1, Team-
sters Joint Council 16, PSC 
CUNY, The New York State 
Nurses Association, Uni-
formed Sanitationman’s 
Association Local 831, New 
York League of Conser-
vation Voters, Stonewall 
Democratic Club, Planned 
Parenthood NYC Votes, 
TenantsPAC, Working 
Families Party, Women’s 
Equality Party, Citizen’s 
Union, National Associa-
tion of Social Workers NYC 
Chapter, NYC Chapter Na-
tional Organization for 
Women, SSEU 371, Local 
802 AFM.
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jail and a $1,000 fine, ac-
cording to Adam Vuk-
ovic, a legal writer with 
LegalMatch.

The penalty for the 
clerk who actually sells 
the alcohol is liable for 
all the same penalties 
as the licensee. 

The clerk may also 
have his or her driver’s 
license suspended for 30 
days to a year, accord-
ing to Vukovic.

More details on the 
penalties the offenders, 
if found guilty, would 
face was not available 
before press time.  

The police officers 
work with youths par-
ticipating in the Law 
Enforcement Explorers 
program, that provides 
young men and women 
with an introduction to 

a career in law enforce-
ment or a related field 
in the criminal justice 
system, according to 
the NYPD website.

“This is a perfect ex-
ample of a community-
based organization 
working in conjunction 
with the local precinct 
to abate law violations, 
which can negatively 
impact youth,” said 
Richard P. Sherman, 
FSBC chairman.

Just elected chair-
man in June, Sherman 
said the coalition in-
cludes elected officials, 
representatives, the 
district attorney and 
national guard, who are 
all working together to 
help alleviate the opi-
oid crisis and underage 
drinking.
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BY BOB GUILIANO
Offi cials broke ground on a $3.3 

million reconstruction project at 
Little Claremont Park in Clare-
mont on Tuesday, August 29.

Under the Community Parks 
Initiative, the NYC Parks Depart-
ment will begin a total transfor-
mation of the park, including new 
play equipment for ages fi ve to 12, a 
spray shower, community garden, 
synthetic turf fi eld, and an outdoor 
classroom/performance area, ac-
cording to a news release.

NYC Parks Commissioner 
Mitchell J. Silver joined Council-
woman Vanessa Gibson, Commu-
nity Board district manager John 
Dudley, and students and teach-
ers from P.S. 42 to break ground 
on a total reconstruction of Little 
Claremont Park. The project is 
part of the Community Parks Ini-
tiative.

The project, with funding pro-
vided by the mayor’s offi ce, is an-
ticipated to be completed by the 
spring of 2018.

CPI is a multi-faceted program 
launched in 2014 to invest in under-
resourced public parks located in 
New York City’s densely populated 
and growing neighborhoods with 
higher-than-average concentra-
tions of poverty, according to the 
release. 

CPI is investing $318 million 
through 2019 to make renovations 
on more than 60 community parks 
that have not undergone signifi -
cant improvements in decades.

 “Today is the start of a huge 
transformation for Little Clare-
mont Park,” Silver said. “As of next 
spring, the students of P.S. 42 and 
all Claremont families will have a 
better-than-new park.”

Claremont Community Park, 
bounded by Claremont Parkway 
between Park and Washington Av-
enues, has been under the wing of 
P.S. 42 since 1992.    

The school, which has been in-
strumental in the creation of this 
green space, was established in 
1906. 

This property became a 
GreenThumb Garden in May 1994. 

GreenThumb is a Parks initia-
tive that facilitates the transforma-
tion of vacant city lots into commu-
nity gardens. 

In 1998, former Mayor Rudy 
Giuliani’s offi ce approved the per-
manent jurisdiction and manage-
ment of this garden by Parks. 

The NYC Department of City-
wide Administrative Services then 
assigned the property to Parks on 

July 12, 1999.
The neighborhood of Clare-

mont derives its name from a man-
sion that once stood in what is 
now Claremont Park, according to 
the website: https://www.nycgov-
parks.org/parks/little-claremont-
park/history. 

The park was originally part 
of the old Morris family estate, 
established in 1679. 

Aware of encroaching subur-
ban development with the arrival 
of the New York and Harlem River 
Railroad, Gouverneur Morris II 
(1813-1888) auctioned off much of 
his land in 1848. 

Newlyweds Elliott Zborowski 
de Montsaulain and Anna Bath-
gate acquired a parcel in the 
northern portion of the former 
Morris property soon after. 

Anna had grown up on the 
neighboring Bathgate estate, 
which now constitutes Crotona 
Park.

In 1859, the couple built Cla-
remont Mansion, renowned for 
its white marble sculptural de-
cor, and developed the extensive 
grounds with terraced lawns that 
descended to the Mill Brook (now 
Webster Avenue). 

There is also a Claremont Play-
ground in Manhattan’s Riverside 
Park.

Parks breaks ground on Little Claremont Park

Bronx Parks Commissioner Iris Rodriguez-Rosa (2nd from l), Councilwoman Vanessa Gibson (3rd from l), NYC Parks Commis-
sioner Silver (c), P.S. 42 students and faculty broke ground. Photo by Silvio Pacifi co

From page 9

Businesses cited for illegal 
alcohol sales to minors, 

drugs and weapons

South Bronx Liquor, 866 Prospect Avenue, was among nine businesses cited for alleged alcohol sales to a minor during a compliance 
check done from January through July of 2017 sponsored by the 41st Precinct and Forward South Bronx Alliance. Community News Group/
Bob Guiliano



White Plains Road, includ-
ing a push to bring a su-
permarket to the shopping 
center near Lafayette. 

I would continue the 
work of Councilwoman 
Palma to fund and create 
the BID in Castle Hill as 
well. 

Garcia: A BID in Castle 
Hill is a step in the right di-
rection but we also need to 
support small business and 
create other business im-
provement districts in the 
other main corridors of the 
district along White Plains 
Road, Westchester Avenue, 
and Soundview Avenue.

Moore: I will continue 
any and all funding given 
to the newly created BID in 
Castle Hill.  

In addition to that, I 
will be very supportive to 
the formation of more BIDs 
throughout various com-
mercial strips in District 
18.  

My philosophy is that 
a strong and robust BID 
will provide the necessary 
backbone to strengthen 
small businesses and cre-
ate a more attractive char-
acter of business unity in 
the district.  

BTR: Parkchester is 
a large housing develop-
ment in the 18th CD. Condo 
owners recently saw a sig-
nifi cant common change 
increase for  roof repairs. 
What kind of assistance do 
you propose for Parkchester 
to help them absorb future 
unexpected increases?

Beltzer:  Being that 
Parkchester is a private 
complex, there is little that 
can be done by municipal 
government to help. 

I believe leadership and 
residents need to demand 
Parkchester North and 
South do a total assessment 
of needs so a capital borrow-
ing plan can be proposed 
and residents can approve 
and plan accordingly. 

Diaz Sr.: I was very in-
volved in that issue, and 
was lead complainant in 
a lawsuit involving the 
increase. We managed to 
work out extending coop 
owner payments for the 
maintenance increase – 
which was a temporary 

one – for those owners who 
were able to show fi nancial 
need.

I will always seek to 
work with management 
to verify the need for any 
maintenance increase – 
temporary or otherwise 
– and see whatever fi nan-
cial relief formula can be 
worked out for those who 
may need it.

Farias: I would create 
oversight over the condos 
in the district to ensure 
the money paid in main-
tenance fees is being used 
properly, and a reasonable 
amount is being charged 
for the repairs. 

Garcia: Parkchester 
residents should receive 
tax abatements for neces-
sary improvements like 
roof repairs. 

We can help secure this 
tax support by supporting 
smarter, more energy effi -
cient improvements. 

It’s the right thing to 
do and will lower costs all 
around for residents.

Moore: I would seek 
grant assistance from the 
NYC Housing and Preser-
vation and Development 
to shelter Parkchester res-
idents from unexpected 
maintenance increases.  

I would also work with 
the state legislative mem-
bers to get assistance from 
the NYS Division of Hous-
ing and Community Re-
newal department.  

Additionally, I would 
also earmark funds from 
my discretionary budget 
to offset or absorb future 
unexpected increases to 
Parkchester residents.

BTR: York Studios re-
cently built a new movie 
studio facility in Sound-
view? What other industries 
would you like to see set up 
shop in the district?

Beltzer : Light manu-
facturing such as 3-D print-
ing and more maritime in-
dustry. 

Diaz Sr.: Anything that 
is environmentally sound 
and brings local jobs, jobs, 
jobs, including training 
programs. 

Farias: I support all in-
dustries that provide good 
paying jobs with benefi ts 

so employees can actually 
support a family.

 I would encourage more 
manufacturing and indus-
tries that deal with green 
energy and sustainability, 
including the manufactur-
ing of solar panels. 

I would like to see more 
incentives for entrepre-
neurs to open up busi-
nesses in the Bronx. This 
includes establishing a 
100% tax break for a new 
business’ fi rst three years, 
which tend to be the most 
tumultuous.  

Garcia: I want to be 
an advocate to small busi-
nesses in the district. 
Small businesses help 
prevent gentrifi cation and 
provide good jobs to lo-
cal residents. I hope to in-
crease the number of small 
minority owned busi-
nesses in the district that 
are owned, operated, and 
staffed by people already 
living in the community.

Moore: I would like my 
district to be home to more 
technological and green en-
ergy industries.  We need 
wind and solar industries 
in my district.  

We need a factory in this 
district to tap into these in-
dustries to create perma-
nent jobs for technicians 
skilled in this endeavor.  

The Bronx is a hands-
on borough and I am con-
fi dent my district residents 
are ready to make a me-
dian income of over $75,000 
a year. 

BTR: What plans do you 
have to address the district’s 
older housing stock?

Beltzer: I will work 
with the community to 
pass a comprehensive com-
munity based plan that 
will include protecting the 
affordability of existing 
housing stock, like I have 
with Park Lane, a Mitchell 
Lama complex. 

I believe we can also get 
capital monies from new 
development to address 
capital needs in the older 
housing stock.

Diaz Sr.: I have been a 
leading advocate for afford-
able housing, which can 
also include renovation to 
many existing properties 

in the district and across 
the borough and city.

Farias: With fewer dol-
lars coming from the fed-
eral government to help 
with funding of NYCHA, 
and buildings falling into 
disrepair, we need to push 
the city to allocate money 
from the budget towards 
the maintenance of our 
housing stock. 

We need to also create 
a fund that goes towards 
maintaining and upgrad-
ing our older housing 
stock. 

I would offer up increas-
ing the hotel tax fraction-
ally to help jumpstart this 
fund with a dedicated fund-
ing stream. 

Garcia: The district’s 
housing, especially in NY-
CHA, requires immediate 
improvements. 

I plan to use a portion 
of my discretionary funds 
to clear the backlog of NY-
CHA repairs and work with 
HPD to fi nd new revenue 
sources to fund ongoing im-
provements to housing.

Moore:  I will seek tax 
abatements to redevelop 
all older housing stock in 
my district.  

I will also work with the 
city’s Department of City 
Planning, Department of 
Buildings and Commu-
nity Board 9 to bring all 
aging housing stock up to 
code and equip them with 
smoke and carbon monox-
ide detectors.

BTR:  It is documented 
that the Bronx plays host 
to more supportive housing 
than other parts of the city. 
Do you think this is fair? If 
not, what would you do to 
address this issue? 

Michael Beltzer: No, it 
is not and as per the NYC 
Charter Fair Share crite-
ria we are doing more than 
enough. 

I will work to plan our 
community and push back 
on the overdevelopment of 
supportive housing. 

Ruben Diaz Sr.: Every-
one has the right to hous-
ing. 

The Bronx has done 
more than its fair share. 

Things have been look-
ing up in recent years, but 

we still need to focus on 
Bronx job creation and ed-
ucation – including adult 
vocational training - that 
can lead to people improv-
ing their economic situa-
tion so they can afford de-
cent housing. 

Amanda Farias: Hav-
ing such a high volume of 
supportive housing in the 
Bronx means that people 
don’t have access to neces-
sary resources like reliable 
transportation, healthy 
food, good jobs, and health-
care. 

I would push to have 
a more even distribution 
of supportive housing 
throughout the fi ve bor-
oughs, and advocate to 
have more of them located 
in communities with the 
infrastructure to provide 
the necessary support to 
those seeking help from 
supportive housing. 

Elvin Garcia: While 
we need to provide families 
with supportive housing, 
ideally in the neighbor-
hood they formerly lived, 
the Bronx is doing far more 
than its fair share. 

The City Council needs 
to work with the borough 
presidents, community 
boards, and mayor’s offi ce 
to fi nd more equitable sites 
to create new supportive 
housing.

William Moore: I fi nd 
it unfair that the Bronx is 
almost always the fi rst to 
be selected for more sup-
portive housing.  

I believe all boroughs 
should take on their fair 
share.  I will fi ght to stop 
the city from giving greedy 
slumlords money for tran-
sitional housing.   

Instead, I will support 
a Nehemiah Housing Plan 

to build affordable housing 
for the homeless and lower 
income families.  

I will not stop just there, 
I will force the NYC Hous-
ing Authority to stop ware-
housing empty apartments 
and fi lled them with home-
less families in need.

BTR: Please provide a 
list of any endorsements.

Beltzer: Bronx Progres-
sives; Local 1407.

Diaz Sr.: New York 
Daily News; Detectives En-
dowment Association; Cor-
rection Offi cers Benevolent 
Association.

Farias: Councilwoman 
Elizabeth Crowley; Coun-
cilwoman Helen Rosen-
thal; District Council 37; 
National Association of 
Social Workers; National 
Institute for Reproduc-
tive Health; Planned Par-
enthood; Citizens Union; 
Empire State Humane 
Voters; National Organi-
zation for Women; Run for 
Something; Streets PAC; 
Vote Pro Choice; 504 Demo-
cratic Club; Filipino Amer-
ican Democratic Club; Jim 
Owles Liberal Democratic 
Club; Muslim American 
Democratic Club; Black 
Lives Matter Caucus New 
York Social Justice PAC.

Garcia: Tenants PAC, 
NYS Democratic Party 
Vice Chair Christine 
Quinn; Councilman Danny 
Dromm; Assemblyman 
Danny O’Donnell; Assem-
blywoman Deborah Glick; 
LatPAC and the National 
Latino Offi cers Associa-
tion.

Moore: New York State 
Reform Party; the New 
Parkchester Democratic 
Club; District Leader Omar 
Adams, 87th Assembly Dis-
trict.
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From page 2

IN THEIR OWN WORDS: 13th CD Q&A

Elvin Garcia             
              Courtesy of Elvin Garcia

William Moore  
       Courtesy of William Moore

FOR ADVERTISING INFORMATION RATES AND INFORMATION CALL (718) 260-4593
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BY ROBERT WIRSING
The Boogie Down Bronx 

will live up to its namesake 
in a lively charitable cele-
bration.

Eat nYc the Bronx Food 
and Wine Festival, Windows 
of Hip Hop and Aval and Co 
Runway Production will 
present ‘Hip Hop for Hun-
ger’ on Saturday, September 
16 from 4 to 9 p.m. at Andrew 
Freedman Home, rain or 
shine.

Hosted by hip hop legends 
Melle Mel and Grandmaster 
Caz and Culinary Ambas-
sador of the Bronx Baron 
Ambrosia, the third annual 
charitable event sponsored 
by Lemle and Wolff Real 
Estate helps the Food Bank 
for NYC feed 25,000 hungry 
men, women and children 
while raising awareness of 
this critical issue. 

For every dollar raised, 
Food Bank for NYC is able to 
provide fi ve meals to those 
in need.

John Denizard, Eat nYc 
president and co-founder, 
confi rmed 100% of all pro-
ceeds raised go toward Food 
Bank for NYC.

The event is opened to 
anyone 21-years-old and 
over.

“Hip Hop for Hunger fo-
cuses on all of the incredible 
things that come from the 
Bronx such as music, food 
and fashion,” shared Den-
izard. “It’s our way of giving 

back to the Food Bank for 
NYC and our neighbors who 
depend on its lifesaving ser-
vices.”

Andrew Freedman Home 
is known as ‘Hip Hop Man-
sion’ due to artists like DJ 
Kool Herc and Melle Mel 
hosting events there.

The Bronx Food and 
Wine Festival incorporates 
fashion, music and food into 
one event.

Attendees will be treated 

to a V.I.P. Runway Fashion 
Show hosted by Chrys Childs 
at 5 p.m. showcasing designs 
by Miros Rosado, Chuks Col-
lins and Corey Rodgers.

The star studded evening 
features musical perfor-
mances by Italian American 
hip hop artist Rob Salese and 
salsa singer-songwriter EC 
Salsero, Melle Mel, Grand-
master Caz and several sur-
prise hip hop performers 
made possible by Fever Re-
cords.

Guests can engage in live, 
high-speed auctions hosted 
by Hunt Auctioneers.

The event features over 
30 participating vendors in-
cluding Mike’s Hard Lem-
onade, Hush Hip Hop Tours, 
Brotherhood Winery, Metro 
Optics Eyewear, Residence 
Inn by Marriott, Blue Moon, 
Señor Sangria, Porto Salvo, 
Cabo, Outback Steakhouse, 
Port Morris Distillery, Li-
mation, Lloyd’s Carrot Cake, 
AriZona Beverages USA, 

Copa Di Vino, Manhattan 
Beer Distributors, Cabot, 
Kevita, DIG Farm, Lotus 
Flame Restaurant, Metro 
Multimedia, The Alchemist 
Food and Wine Magazine, 
Green Mountain Energy, 
Taino Ink Screen Printers, 
Hasani Beaute Beauty and 
Skin Care, MJ Entertain-
ment LLC, Baron Ambrosia, 
Wine Pine Farm, Strongbow 
Hard Apple Ciders, Lucca 
Fine Italian Cuisine and La 

Casa Grande Cigars among 
others.

The festival includes on-
site cooking demos on the 
mansion’s massive lawn and 
food, drink and promotional 
product samplings from lo-
cal restaurants, wineries, 
distilleries, breweries, bak-
eries and businesses inside 
the landmark’s three grand 
ballrooms.

To purchase tickets, visit 
www.eatnycfoodandwinef-
est.com or visit www.event-
brite.com searching for Eat 
nYc the Bronx Food and 
Wine Festival-Hip Hop for 
Hunger and enter promo 
code 10OFF to buy one $50 
ticket and receive another 
free.

General admission tick-
ets will be available for sale 
at the door the night of the 
event.

For additional informa-
tion and to participate, con-
tact Eat nYc at eatnyc2015@
gmail.com.

Food & Wine Festival’s ‘Hip Hop 
for Hunger’ set for September 16

Hip Hop for Hunger focuses on all of 
the incredible things that come from 

the Bronx such as music, food and 
fashion. It’s our way of giving back 
to the Food Bank for NYC and our 

neighbors who depend on its lifesaving services.
John Denizard, Eat nYc

The Bronx Food and Wine Festival President and Co-Founder

The Bronx Times On-Line
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YOUR NEIGHBORHOOD - YOUR NEWS

BY PATRICK ROCCHIO
One of the borough’s 

premiere arts organiza-
tions has a new executive 
director. 

The Bronx Council on 
the Arts, a non-profi t focus-
ing on locally-based arts, 
artists and programing, ap-
pointed Viviana Bianchi as 
its new executive director 
after a six-month search. 

Bianchi began her new 
position on Tuesday, Sep-
tember 5. 

She takes the helm of 
the grassroots organiza-
tion at an exciting time in 
a history stretching back 
to 1962. 

The continually chang-
ing nature of borough com-
munities makes this a mo-
ment for new alliances for 
BCA, she said, adding that 
there will be both chal-
lenges and opportunities 
ahead. 

“I believe in the power of 
arts to change and impact 
communities,” she said, 
adding “I am very inter-
ested in fi nding out more 
of what is needed neighbor-
hood by neighborhood.”

Construction work on 
a new BCA headquarters 
at a donated former bank 
building in Westchester 
Square is well underway, 
and Bianchi said she plans 
on visiting the building to 
determine how best to use 
the space. 

Bianchi said that she ex-
pects the new headquarters 
to be a resource that will 
allow BCA to bring some 
of the programming now 
done elsewhere to its head-
quarters. 

She added: “My goal is 
to make BCA the place to go 
for the arts.” 

For the new executive 
director, the position is one 
that brings together two 
areas that have been focal 
points of her career: the 
arts and non-profi ts. 

“I am very excited about 
being able to blend those 
two things,” she said. “It 
is like two tracks of my life 
that fi nally came together.”  

Before any new initia-
tives, she plans on access-
ing artists’ and community 
needs, she said. 

Bianchi added that she 
plans on collaborating 

with the NYC Department 
of Cultural Affairs on a 
new cultural plan, engag-
ing in ‘creative placemak-
ing’ where artists work 
on meaningful social proj-
ects to improve communi-
ties and working with the 
Westchester Square Busi-
ness Improvement Dis-
trict. 

Charles Rice-González, 
BCA co-chair, stated that 
Bianchi’s passion for art-
ists and the arts would el-
evate BCA’s voice as an art-
ist advocate. 

She came to the posi-
tion from Mindbuilders, 
another borough-based or-
ganization that provides 
artistic programing, as 
well as sports activities for 
youth. 

She has extensive non-
profi t and arts experience 
in organizations in Flor-
ida, Washington D.C. and 
New York and in her native 
Argentina, she said. 

In Argentina, Bianchi 
founded her own company, 
Pegasus Solutions, which 
provided development, 

planning and marketing 
services to clients that in-
cluded the Argentinian 
government’s Ministry of 
Culture and individual 
artists. 

One of her favorite po-
sitions during her career, 
she said, was as project di-
rector for the Paul Robeson 
Fund for Independent Me-
dia, a position she held 
in the 1990s that gave her 
extensive experience in 
grantmaking. 

She worked as an ac-
tress, as well as a fi lm fes-
tival producer, she said, 
and comes from an artistic 
family. 

Her brothers are paint-
ers, her mother dabbled in 
painting and acting and 
her father published a few 
collections of stories in Ar-
gentina, she said. 

BCA’s outgoing execu-
tive director, Deirdre 
Scott, resigned in the fall 
of 2016, said a spokesman. 

After Scott’s departure 
Barbara Prete temporar-
ily took the organization’s 
reins. 

Viviana Bianchi named 
BCA’s 5th executive director

Viviana Bianchi’s been named new executive director for Bronx 
Council on the Arts. Photo courtesy of Bronx Council on the Arts
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munications.
“We began notifying customers 

in mid-August that the Westchester 
Square and Tremont Avenue 
branches would be closing,” Land-
ers said. “The decision to close 
these branches was difficult and one 
that our bank leaders did not take 
lightly.”

Jaen said corporations such as 
Capital One Bank are  consolidating 
to tighten their budgets.

“Imagine what the medium and 
small business people are doing,” 
Jaen said. “Some of them go week to 
week and month to month, but they 
still stay strong and they still try to 
keep their businesses open.”

Meanwhile, banks’ board of direc-
tors negotiate what they want to do to 
make their bank more beneficial to 
the stockholders, according to Jaen.

He praised Capital One as being 
a “good service bank to the com-
munity in Throggs Neck for a lot of 
years, and I’m sure they’re going to 
survive.”

Landers said the closings occur 
“as Capital One continues to evolve 

and optimize our branch network in 
response to changing customer pref-
erences and to ensure we’re operat-
ing as efficiently and effectively as 
possible.” 

“We recognize the effect that this 
decision will have on our custom-
ers and associates,” Landers said. 
“We’ve been encouraging custom-
ers to give us a call or stop by before 
their branch closes to ask us any 
questions.” 

Customers will be shown options 
to bank through online banking, bill 
pay, and mobile banking, according 
to Landers. They are encouraged to 
try different ways of banking, such 
as using the ATM to make with-
drawals or deposits, and using their 
smartphones to deposit a check. 

The Tremont branch closing will 
affect two Capital One associates, 
who will receive career transition 
support, and eligibility for a sever-
ance package, including retraining 
assistance and outplacement ser-
vices, according to Landers.  

The associates at the Westchester 
branch will relocate to other 
branches.

Capital One Bank closing 
two branches in November

Capital One Bank, 35 Westchester Square, is also set to close on 
Friday, November 17. Community News Group/Bob Guiliano

Call
718.260.2555

..to advertise 
your business in our 

Classifi ed Section 
and get.. 

Real Results!

BY PATRICK ROCCHIO
A preview of what promises to be an 

epic fi lm about an important and troubled 
time in American history is coming soon 
to a local veterans post. 

The Sam Young American Legion 
Post 620 will hold a one-hour preview of 
the PBS’s latest documentary: the 18-hour 
Ken Burns and Lynn Novick fi lm ‘The 
Vietnam War,’ which airs nationwide be-
ginning on Sunday, September 19. 

The veterans post will view select ex-
cerpts from the fi lm a week before it is 
broadcast, with doors opening at 1 p.m. 
on Sunday, September 10 and the screen-
ing beginning at 1:45, said post member 
Joseph Mondello. 

The screening will be followed by a 
question and answer session with veter-
ans. 

Community members, local schools 
and organizations are welcome to attend, 
said Mondello. 

The post will preview the fi lm on its 15-
foot screen, he said. The post is in the pro-
cess of creating a new auditorium space. 
He urged all to attend. 

“It is a way of honoring our Vietnam 
Veterans as we approach Veterans Day, 
and to experience some of Ken Burn’s fi lm 
on the Vietnam War,” said Mondello.

The screening will also be a chance to 
highlight the post’s new stage, which they 
hope might play host to open mic nights, 
karaoke, musical performances and coun-

try dancing in the future. 
Local veteran’s advocate and Vietnam 

veteran Pat Devine, of Theodore Korony 
American Legion Post 253, said he is plan-
ning on attending. 

“Most of the Vietnam Veterans are get-
ting up there in age,” said Devine. “Hope-
fully, they will have a nice audience and 
get some good foodback and it will be posi-
tive.” 

Devine recalled his service in the 
mountain ranges of Vietnam, arriving in 

the war zone as a U.S. Marine when he 
was 19-years-old. 

Devine said he was spared the some-
times inhospitable return to the United 
States that many Vietnam veterans faced 
because Throggs Neck was and is a very 
patriotic community where his service to 
his country was valued. 

Ken Burns, who has made notable 
documentaries about the Civil War and 
World War II, as well as fi lms on the U.S. 
National Parks and the Brooklyn Bridge, 
joined with fi lmmaker and longtime col-
laborator Lynn Novick for the 10-year 
project. 

The fi lm includes original interviews 
with 80 American, South Vietnamese and 
North Vietnamese combatants and civil-

ians, according to materials provided by 
WNET.

It features original war footage, as well 
as music from the era and original music 
from Trent Reznor, Atticus Ross and the 
Silk Road Ensemble featuring Yo-Yo Ma. 

“Ken Burns’ meaningful fi lm, ‘The 
Vietnam War’ gives context to a piece of 
history that touched us all, especially 
those who served in the military,” said 
Neal Shapiro, CEO of WNET. “WNET is 
proud to be sharing a preview of the fi lm 
with veterans and the entire Bronx com-
munity at the Samuel Young American 
Legion Post.”

The post is located at 1530 Hutchinson 
River Parkway. 

Legion Post sets pre-airing of PBS’s ‘The Vietnam War’ 

Joe Mondello, Sam Young American Legion 
Post 620 member and ‘Legionnaire of the 
Year’ award winner, invites all to a one-hour 
preview of Ken Burn’s and Lynn Novick’s lat-
est documentary ‘The Vietnam War’. 

The PBS documentary premieres nationwide on Sunday, Septem-
ber 17. Photo courtesy of Channel 13
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TOP DRIVER DISTRACTIONS
ADVERTORIAL

Using mobile phones
Leading the list of the 

top distractions behind the 
wheel are mobile phones. 
Phones now do more than 
just place calls, and driv-
ers often cannot pull away 
from their phones, even 
when driving. According to 
the California Department 
of Motor Vehicles, studies 
have shown that driving 
performance is lowered 
and the level of distraction 
is higher for drivers who 
are heavily engaged in cell 

phone conversations. The 
use of a hands-free device 
does not lower distraction 
levels. The percentage of 
vehicle crashes and near-
crashes attributed to di-
aling is nearly identical 
to the number associated 
with talking or listening. 

Daydreaming
Many people will admit 

to daydreaming behind 
the wheel or looking at a 
person or object outside of 
the car  for too long. Per-

haps they’re checking out 
a house in a new neighbor-
hood or thought they saw 
someone they knew on the 
street corner. It can be easy 
to veer into the direction 
your eyes are focused, caus-
ing an accident. In addition 
to trying to stay focused on 
the road, some drivers pre-
fer the help of lane depar-
ture warning systems.

Eating
Those who haven’t quite 

mastered walking and 

chewing gum at the same 
time may want to avoid 
eating while driving. The 
majority of foods require a 
person’s hands to be taken 
off of the wheel and their 
eyes to be diverted from the 
road. Reaching in the back 
seat to share some French 
fries with the kids is also 
distracting. 

Try to eat meals before 
getting in the car. For 
those who must snack 
while en route, take a 
moment to pull over at 

a rest area and spend 10
minutes snacking there 
before resuming the
trip.

Reading
Glancing at an adver-

tisement, updating a Fa-
cebook status or reading
a book are all activities 
that should be avoided 
when driving. Even pour-
ing over a traffic map or 
consulting the digital 
display of a GPS system 
can be distracting.
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