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Gjonaj sues city over homeless burden

BRONX SUFFERS
UNFAIR SHARE

Continued on Page 83

Continued on Page 83

AG Schneiderman: Galarza death not criminal
Edgewater Pk. Baby Parade
Celebrating 101 years, the Edgewater Park Labor Day Weekend 
Festivities began with the time-honored Baby Parade on Saturday, 
September 2. Tara Butler dressed up as one of the Three Little Pigs 
for an award-winning fl oat. See more photos on page 32,
                Photo by Laura Stone

BY BOB GUILIANO 
AND ROBERT WIRSING

Ariel Galarza’s family 
plans to fi le a civil lawsuit fol-
lowing the release of a report 
that “no criminal culpability” 
was found in Galarza’s death 
on November 2, 2016 after mul-
tiple Tasers by police.

Sanford Rubenstein, the at-
torney for the family,  said on 
Wednesday, September 6, that 
although the report of Attor-
ney General Eric Schneider-
man’s investigation, released 
Thursday, August 31, ruled out 
criminality by police, there 
are “serious issues involving 
whether there is civil liabil-
ity here and we will be fi ling a 

civil lawsuit against the NYPD 
and the offi cer sometime this 
week.”

The police offi cer, sergeant 
William Melrose of the 45th 
Precinct, had Tasered Galarza 
while responding to a 911 call 
of an emotionally disturbed 
man armed with a knife be-
having violently at 1840 May-
fl ower Avenue last November.

Galarza, 49, had allegedly 
threatened Melrose with an in-
tact glass bottle when offi cers 
entered his basement apart-
ment inside the multi-family 
home.

The cause of death was 
ruled a homicide by the medi-
cal examiner, according to Ju-

lie Bolcer, NYC Offi ce of Medi-
cal Examiner’s public affairs 
director.

“The classifi cation does not 
imply any statement about in-
tent or culpability,” Bolcer had 
said in April. “The evaluation 
of the legal implications of this 
classifi cation is a function of 
the district attorney and the 
criminal justice system.”

Schneiderman’s Special In-
vestigations and Prosecutions 
Unit reported that its inves-
tigation — led by Chief of the 
Special Investigations and 
Prosecutions Unit Alvin Bragg 
— found no criminal culpabil

BY ARTHUR CUSANO
Northeast Bronx assem-

blyman and a candidate to  
replace Councilman James 
Vacca, Mark Gjonaj, has fi led 
a lawsuit alleging the Bronx 
is getting more than its fair 
share of homeless shelters.

The lawsuit, fi led August 
29 in Bronx County Court 
through Manhattan-based at-
torneys Dunnington, Bartho-
lomew & Miller LLP, names 
the city of New York as defen-
dant and Gjonaj and 13 other 
Bronx residents as plaintiffs.

“This does not seek to re-
duce or stop current support-
ive housing options,” Gjonaj 
stated of the complaint. “It 
seeks to ensure that each bor-
ough in the city pitches in 
to do its fair share to aid the 
neediest among us.”

Since 1989, the city char-

ter’s Fair Share provision re-
quires the issuance of annual 
‘beds to population’ index to 
assess the impact of city facili-
ties on communities to ensure 
equitable distribution of sup-
portive housing citywide. 

The lawsuit alleges the city 
has failed to issue that index 
since 2003.

The suit also alleges the 
Bronx has a signifi cantly 
higher number of shelter beds 
then other boroughs – approx-
imately 830 beds per 100,000 
people. 

That number is more than 
double the number in Queens 
and almost double what Brook-
lyn has, the lawsuit states. 

Gjonaj is asking the city 
to issue the mandated annual 
index so that the fair share 
criteria can be known when 
considering any future appli-

cations for new or expanded 
residential facilities.

“As someone who has 
fought to protect and create 
affordable housing options 
for the most vulnerable New 
Yorkers, I know fi rsthand 
the severity of the problem 
that we face as a city,” Gjonaj 
added. “It is the responsibility 
of each borough to be part of 
the solution.”

New York City, under 
Mayor de Blasio, has recently 
launched a new initiative to 
close so-called ‘cluster sites,’ 
where the city rents apart-
ments in existing buildings 
to house the homeless, and re-
place them with permanent 
shelters citywide.

Under that new initiative, 
the city plans to build shelters 
in areas where large homeless 
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Visit Our NEW Web-Site: www.reliablebronxdentist.com
Go To Our Blog To See Our Weekly Specials! 

Vist Our New Web-ite: www.reliablebronxdentist.com
For More Information Visit Us At 

www.bronxdentistny.com

(718) 547-5280

GO
T I

M
PL

AN
TS

DO
N’

T K
NO

W
 W

HA
T T

O 
DO

 N
EX

T

CO
M

E S
EE

 U
S



BRONX TIMES REPORTER, SEPTEMBER 8-14, 2017 3  BTR

At Bronx Plastic Surgery, Dr. Robert Goldstein and Dr. Heather Erhard
are committed to enhancing and restoring your natural beauty with the latest
surgical advancements and plastic surgery techniques. At Bronx Plastic Surgery,
we also provide the latest options and techniques in reconstructive surgery.

Schedule your appointment today ... and experience the youthful,
life changing effects of cosmetic surgery!

A POSITIVE EXPERIENCE
We have built a foundation of trust with our patients by treating them as special individuals. Our practice 
puts patients first, providing a positive experience through personalized care to make each consultation 
and procedure as pleasant and comfortable as possible. Read more about our patients positive experiences.

HIGH STANDARDS
Through comprehensive treatment planning and a standard ofv excellence in personalized patient care, Bronx 
Plastic Surgery provides patients with the quality plastic surgery and cosmetic procedures they deserve.

EDUCATION & EXPERIENCE
Dr. Goldstein and Dr. Erhard strive to stay current on the latest standards and surgical techniques as they 
believe that the best plastic surgery procedure outcomes are a result of education and experience. We 
know that you have placed a great deal of confidence in us to provide a positive surgical experience and 
the outcome you desire, which is why we review your medical history, current health, and expectation and 
motivation for electing any cosmetic procedure before we will agree to perform a procedure.

We are Board Certified Plastic Surgeons this is our area of specialty.  
We our devoted to the education and practice of Plastic Surgery and Reconstructive Surgery.

drgoldstein@bronxplasticsurgery.com | drerhard@bronxplasticsurgery.com | Financing Available 

2425 Eastchester Road
Bronx, NY  10469

Phone: 718-405-7500
www.bronxplasticsurgery.com

BREAST
AUGMENTATION
Including Implants,
Facility Fee and Anesthesia.

$6,800

Botox $11/unit, 2 
syringes of VOLUMA, 
and one area of Botox

TUCK
Including Facility Fee 
and Anesthesia.

$7,000 $1,600
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BY BOB GUILIANO
The imminent closing 

of two Capital One Bank 
branches on Friday, Novem-
ber 17, at Throggs Neck and 
Westchester Square, will re-
route customers to the Pelham 
Bay branch.

“It’s a shame but it goes 
to show you the sign of the 
times,” said Bob Jaen, presi-
dent, Throggs Neck Merchants 
Association. “Everybody says 
the economy is doing so well 
and even though I  believe it’s 
coming back on an upswing, 
some of the big companies are 
starting to feel the heat.”

When the branches at 3780 
East Tremont Avenue and 35 
Westchester Square close, the 
branch at 3049 Buhre Avenue 
in Pelham Bay will be servic-
ing the three neighborhoods, 
according to Amanda Land-
ers, spokeswoman for Capital 
One Corporate Communica-
tions.

“We began notifying cus-
tomers in mid-August that 
the Westchester Square and 
Tremont Avenue branches 

Capital One Bank to close 
two branches in November

would be closing,” Landers 
said. “The decision to close 
these branches was diffi cult 
and one that our bank leaders 
did not take lightly.”

Jaen said corporations 
such as Capital One Bank are  
consolidating to tighten their 
budgets.

“Imagine what the medium 
and small business people 
are doing,” Jaen said. “Some 
of them go week to week and 
month to month, but they still 
stay strong and they still try to 
keep their businesses open.”

Meanwhile, banks’ board of 
directors negotiate what they 
want to do to make their bank 
more benefi cial to the stock-
holders, according to Jaen.

He praised Capital One as 
being a “good service bank 
to the community in Throggs 
Neck for a lot of years, and I’m 
sure they’re going to survive.”

Landers said the closings 
occur “as Capital One contin-
ues to evolve and optimize our 
branch network in response 
to changing customer prefer-
ences and to ensure we’re op-

erating as effi ciently and effec-
tively as possible.” 

“We recognize the effect 
that this decision will have 
on our customers and associ-
ates,” Landers said. “We’ve 
been encouraging customers 
to give us a call or stop by be-
fore their branch closes to ask 
us any questions.” 

Customers will be shown 
options to bank through on-
line banking, bill pay, and 
mobile banking, according to 
Landers. They are encouraged 
to try different ways of bank-
ing, such as using the ATM to 
make withdrawals or deposits, 
and using their smartphones 
to deposit a check. 

The Tremont branch clos-
ing will affect two Capital One 
associates, who will receive 
career transition support, 
and eligibility for a severance 
package, including retraining 
assistance and outplacement 
services, according to Land-
ers.  

The associates at the 
Westchester branch will relo-
cate to other branches.

Capital One Bank, 35 Westchester Square, is also set to close on Friday, 
November 17. Community News Group/Bob Guiliano
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Candidates vie to replace term-limited pols

Assemblyman Mark Gjonaj
 Photo by Walter Pofeldt

John Doyle Ccourtesy of J. Doyle

Marjorie VelazquezContinued on page 69 Continued on page 82

BY PATRICK ROCCHIO
The Bronx Times Re-

porter sent six questions 
to each of the candidates 
running in the 13th City 
Council District Demo-
cratic Primary on Tues-
day, September 12. 

In an effort to provide 
voters with more in-
formation to make bet-
ter-informed decisions, 
questions and answers 
from the fi ve candidates 
running can be found in 
this article. 

On the ballot are 
John Doyle, Assembly-
man Mark Gjonaj, Vic-
tor Ortiz, Egidio Se-
mentilli, and Marjorie 
Velazquez. 

BTR: Some commu-
nity leaders in the 13th 
Council District recently 
disagreed with Coun-
cilman James Vacca’s 
stance on two important 

IN THEIR OWN WORDS: 
13th CD Q&A

matters: the narrowing 
of the roadway on part 
of East Tremont Avenue 
and the size of the new 
wing of P.S. 14. 

Vacca pushed the 
plans through despite 
community opposition. 
As a council member, 
how would you handle is-
sues where there was no 
clear consensus?

Doyle: I testifi ed 
against the road diet pro-
posal when it came be-
fore Community Board 
10 in May 2015.  However 
my concern was cen-
tered on the process. We 
should have allowed for 
residents to give their 
suggestions for improve-
ments fi rst, before nar-
rowing the roadway.

On the P.S. 14 issue, 
I initiated a Freedom 
of Information Request 

IN THEIR OWN WORDS: 
18th CD Q&A
BY ARTHUR CUSANO
The Bronx Times Re-

porter sent questions to 
each of the candidates 
running in the 18th 
Council District Demo-
cratic Primary on Tues-
day, September 12. 

In an effort to pro-
vide voters with more 
information to make bet-
ter-informed decisions, 
questions and answers 
from the fi ve candidates 
running can be found in 
this article. 

On the ballot are Mi-
chael Beltzer, Ruber Diaz 
Sr., Amanda Farias, El-
vin Garcia and William 
Moore.

BTR: Councilwoman 
Annabel Palma is fund-
ing the creation of a Busi-
ness Improvement Dis-
trict in Castle Hill. Will 
you continue her efforts to 
support it and do you see 

any other business areas 
that could benefi t from a 
BID?

Beltzer: As a former 
merchant organizer that 
worked on Castle Hill 
Avenue, it is surpris-
ing that the merchants 
would agree to a BID be-
fore the merchants asso-
ciation is fully function-
ing. 

I would like to see at 
least fi ve years of con-
tinuous merchant asso-
ciation business before a 
BID is formed in the dis-
trict. 

Diaz Sr.: I am an en-
thusiastic supporter of 
Business Improvement 
Districts. I have seen the 
results in my district 
and elsewhere in the bor-
ough. 

They are a win-win 

Michael Beltzer  
           Courtesy Michael Beltzer

State Senator Ruben Diaz Sr.
 Courtesy of Ruben Diaz Sr.

Amanda Farias  
              Courtesy of Amanda Farias
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990 Pelham Parkway South Bronx, NY 10461 � 718.792.1800 � bronxhouse.org

Saturday, Sept 16 � 11am-3pm

PRESENTED BY

REGISTER & SAVE! FITNESS � GROUP CLASSES � SUMMER CAMPS | Discounts valid from Sept 11-17, 2017

ON THE PARKWAY

FREE! BOUNCE HOUSE � MUSIC  � FACE PAINTING � ACTIVITIES & GAMES � COTTON CANDY & ICES � DEMO CLASSES

Visit our table!Special thanks 
to New York 
Cares for their 
generous 
donations!

BY BOB GUILIANO
Most Bronx Council members are 

facing Democratic challengers to rep-
resent the party on primary day, Tues-
day, September 12,  with the exception 
of  term-limited council members.

The primary races to replace term-
limited James Vacca and Annabel 
Palma are covered extensively on page 
5.

Melissa Mark-Viverito, who repre-
sents the 8th Council District which en-
compasses El Barrio/East Harlem, Mott 
Haven, Highbridge, Concourse, Long-
wood, and Port Morris, is also term lim-
ited. Her seat is up for grabs as well.

3 council seats wide open; some incumbents challenged

Mark-Viverito, born in Bayamón, 
Puerto Rico, worked for over a decade 
in local activism, nonprofi t organiza-
tions and grassroots labor organizing 
before being elected to the City Council 
in 2005. She was unanimously elected to 
serve as NYC Council Speaker in Janu-
ary 2014.

Democratic candidates vying for her 
seat are  Diana Ayala, Tamika Mapp, 
Assemblyman Robert Rodriguez, and 
Israel Martinez.

Council District 12 incumbent Andy 

King, fi rst elected in November 2012 by 
a landslide of 80 percent, was re-elected 
by a majority to his fi rst full four-year 
term in November 2013. 

The 12th CD includes Wakefi eld, 
Olinville, Edenwald, Eastchester, Wil-
liamsbridge, Baychester, and Co-op 
City.

King faces challenges from Pamela 
Hamilton-Johnson, and Karrée-Lyn 
Gordon.

Council District 14 incumbent Fer-
nando Cabrera has served since Janu-
ary 2010 in positions including chair-
man of the Juvenile Justice Committee 
and co-chairman of the Gun Violence 
Task Force. 

Cabrera is a member of the Black, 
Latino & Asian Caucus and is an advo-
cate for tenants, youth and seniors.

The 14th CD includes Morris 
Heights, University Heights, Fordham, 
and Kingsbridge.

Cabrera faces challenges from 
Randy Abreu and Felix Perdomo.

Council District 17 incumbent Ra-
fael Salamanca Jr., the son of fi rst-gen-
eration Puerto Rican immigrants, grew 
up in the Bronx valuing hard work and 
giving back to the community.

Beginning his career working in 
healthcare to expand access for low-in-
come and working families, Salamanca 
then served as district manager for 
Community Board 2. 

He also previously served as presi-

dent of the 41st Precinct Council, work-
ing closely with the NYPD and other lo-
cal leaders to help improve public safety 
in the community.

Salamanca faces a challenge from 
Helen Foreman-Hines. 

The 17th CD includes Concourse Vil-
lage, Crotona Park East, East Trem-
ont, Hunts Point, Longwood, Melrose, 
Morrisania, Port Morris, West Farms, 
North Brother Island, and South 
Brother Island.

Not facing challengers as they enter 
their fi nal four-year term are: Andrew 
Cohen, 11th CD; Ritchie Torres, 15th 
CD; and Vanessa Gibson, 16th CD.

Fernando Cabrera 
 Photo courtesy of NYC Council website

Andy King Courtesy of NYC Council website

Rafael Salamanca Jr. 
 Photo courtesy of NYC Council website
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IT’S TIME FOR CHANGE!! 

  DEMOCRAT 

website:  www.PamelahamiltonHamiltonJohnson.org             Email: PamelaHamiltonJohnson@PamelaHamiltonJohnson.org 
PAID BY Pamela Hamilton Johnson Commi�ee 

website:  www.PamelahamiltonnonHHammiltonJohnson.org             Email: PamelaHamiltonJohnson@PamelaHamiltoonJohnson.org
PAID BY Pamela Hamilton Johnson Commi�ee

SSeptember 12, 2017 

PAMELA  
 HAMILTON-JOHNSON 

City Council District 12 
In 1920, the 19th Amendment gave women  

THE RIGHT TO VOTE!! 

Yet, almost 100 years later District 12 has never 

had a woman in the Assembly, Congressional or 

City Council seat!! 

SSchool Board President  
District 11 CEC 

2014-2015 

Bronxtimes:  1 of the 25 most influential    

                             Women in the Bronx 

Key Issues 
�� Women's Equality 

�� Poverty 
�� Educa�on 

�� Low-income Hous-
ing/Mitchell Llama 

�� Quality of Life e.g. 
crime,  

Transporta�on 
�� Economic  

Development 
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Place: Saint Anthony’s Church
1496 Commonwealth Ave, Bronx, NY 10460
Date: First Class:
Wednesday September 13th 2017
Time: 7pm - 8pm “light snacks
& beverages will be served”
Contact: GK Frank Kolovic
fkolovic@gmail.com

CALLING ALL CATHOLIC MEN
Join the Agnus Dei Knights of Columbus in a monthly journey 

to know & love God and a return to our Catholic faith.

Announcing a monthly
Baltimore Catechism Class designed to open minds

and hearts to Christ and help better understand who we are
and our purpose in life.

St. Anthony’s Church - 1496 Commonwealth Ave. Bronx, NY 10460
Tel: 718-931-4040 • Fax: 718-863-0202

The Little Sisters of the 
Poor, 2999 Schurz Avenue, in-
vite the entire community to 
their Annual Christmas Ba-
zaar on Saturday, November 
11, from  9 a.m. to 5 p.m and 
Sunday, November 12, from 
noon to 2 p.m.

Christmas Bazaar
Items for sale at the ba-

zaar will include raffl es, jew-
elry, a variety of gift items, 
craft items, homemade baked 
goods, good food, and much 
more

Free admission, and free 
parking will be provided.

The Bronx Times Reporter 
will publish your announce-
ments. Send announcements 
with photo to: Bronx Times Re-
porter, 3604 E. Tremont Ave-
nue, Bronx, NY 10465 or e-mail 
Bronxtimes@aol.com. Please 
include a phone number or a 
way to contact you in case of 
questions. 

Hello readers and welcome 
to another edition of Around 
Town. 

Serving His Country 

A borough native is serv-

ing in the U.S. Navy as a mem-
ber of the ‘Airwolves.’

Petty Offi cer 1st Class Es-

melin Villar is a naval tac-
tical helicopter aircrewman 
with the ‘Airwolves’ of Helicop-
ter Maritime Strike Squadron 
based in Mayport, Florida. 

He works aboard a MH-60R 
Seahawk helicopter. This type 
of equipment is used Anti-Sur-
face Warfare helicopter and 
also for submarines. 

It can travel over 120 miles 
per hour for nearly 320 miles 
on a full tank of fuel. 

New American 

Pfc. Manuel De La Rosa 

Villa, a Marine from the Bronx 
and originally from the Domin-
ican Republic, recently earned 
his U.S. citizenship.
Guest Speaker At The FBI

Bill Stanton, a City Is-
lander and security expect 
who is president of the City Is-
land Civic Association, spoke 
at Federal Bureau of Investi-
gation Joint Terrorism Task 
Force at the 2017 Civil Avia-
tion Security Conference re-
cently. 

Bill Stanton at the FBI. 
 Photo courtesy of Bill Stanton

Petty Offi cer 1st Class Esmelin Villar
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BY BOB GUILIANO
Youths in the NYPD Ex-

plorers program working un-
dercover with police stung 
nine out of 17 businesses, with 
citations including sales of 
alcohol to minors, during a 
six-month period. Eight busi-
nesses were commended for 
following the law. 

While three businesses 
were cited over alleged sales 
of alcohol to minors, two in-
volved marijuana arrests, 
one involved a gun, narcotics 
and untaxed cigarettes, one 
involved consumption of al-
cohol in the store, one did not 
have legal drinking age signs 
posted, and one involved viola-
tion of a business law.

This compliance check of 
businesses conducted from 
January through July of 2017 
was co-sponsored by Forward 
South Bronx Coalition and the 
41st Precinct, according to Ce-
dric McClester, project coordi-
nator and founder/chairman 
emeritus of FSBC.

Businesses cited for illegal alcohol 
sales to minors, drugs and weapons

“In an area where under-
age drinking is the number 
one substance-abuse issue, it 
is critically important that 
business establishments that 
sell alcohol, avoid selling to 
underage individuals,” McC-

Best Price Liquor, 995 Westchester Avenue, was among nine businesses 
cited for alleged alcohol sales to a minor during a compliance check 
done from January through July of 2017 sponsored by the 41st Precinct 
and Forward South Bronx Alliance. Community News Group/Bob Guiliano

lester said.
FSBC operates out of  Long-

wood and Hunts Point, accord-
ing to McClester.

2017 is the second year that 
FSBC received federal fund-
ing and gave $20,000 to the 41st 

Precinct to help cover the cost 
of the operation.

“We are grateful that FSBC 
provided us with the fi nancial 
wherewithal to conduct in-
creased compliance checks,” 
said captain Louis DeCeglie, 
commander of the 41st Pre-
cinct.

These businesses were 
commended for complying 
with the law and passing their 
compliance checks:  

• El Exito, 960 East 165th 
Street.

• Intervale Liquor, 944A In-
tervale Avenue.

• El Porton Bar, 576 South-
ern Boulevard.

• El Valle Restaurant, 1008 
Westchester Avenue.

• El Polvorin Restaurant, 
807 Hunts Point Avenue

• Family Deli Grocery,19 
Simpson Street

• ZE Food, Inc., 551 South-
ern Boulevard

• A&G Deli, 976 Prospect 
Avenue

These three businesses Continued on page 20

were cited for allegedly selling 
alcohol to a minor:

• South Bronx Liquor, 866 
Prospect Avenue.

• Best Price Liquor, 995 
Westchester Avenue.

• Hunts Point Gourmet, 
Inc., 770 Hunts Point Avenue.

Clerks at Best Price Liquor 
insisted that they check for 
IDs before selling alcohol, and 
had no comment about the al-
leged citation. 

Workers at South Bronx 
Liquor and Hunts Point Gour-
met had no comment about the 
alleged citations.

Sammy’s Deli and Grocery 
Corp., 1126 Westchester Av-
enue was cited for not clearly 
posting a ‘21 and older’ poster. 

Arrests were made over al-
leged possession of marijuana 
at these two businesses: 

• Family Deli Grocery, 1019 
Simpson Street. 

• Smooth Life Gourmet Deli, 
1016 Westchester Avenue.
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Volunteer. Be a Big Apple Greeter
As a Big Apple Greeter, I get to show visitors where I grew up in the 
Bronx - up by Fordham Road – and places I love – like around Yankee 
Stadium and Arthur Avenue, the real “Little Italy” with great 
restaurants.

My visitors get a true view of New York. I get to hang out with terrific 
people and show off my city. Best of all, it’s free!

Support Big Apple Greeter
Go to www.bigapplegreeter.org #TrueBigApple

Mathew Dallas
Big Apple Greeter

Bronx

SHOW 
THE WORLD

NEW YORK’S 

TRUE 
CHARACTER

Transportation services for seniors
Do you need help getting to and 

from your medical appointments?  
Transportation Services are available 
to seniors Monday through Friday, 8 
a.m. to 4 p.m., in community boards 9, 
10, 11 and 12.

  • Door-to-door service for all medi-
cal appointments

MULTI-CAR ACCIDENT ON BRUCKNER EXPWY.

• Courteous, professional drivers
• Clean vehicles
• Handicap accessibility, including 

wheelchair lifts 
For further information, call Mil-

dred Cardona, program director of the 
R.A.I.N. Transportation Program at 
(718) 882-8513.  

41 Precinct
Monday, August 14 at 7:45 p.m.  -- Cops got 

a report of an attempted rape near Leggett Avenue 
and Southern Boulevard. An individual described as 
a Hispanic man in his mid-20s, followed a 13-year-
old female into an apartment building’s stairwell. 
Once in the stairwell, he attempted to put his hands 
down the front of her pants and to remove her cloth-
ing by force. The victim fought off the individuals, 
who fled. He is about five feet, five inches tall and 
was last seen wearing a black baseball cap, white 
sneakers and blue jeans. 

42 Precinct  
Friday, August 18 at 1:20 a.m -- A 52-year-

old man was walking along Park Avenue when two 
individuals approached him from behind. One had a 
black gun. They took $60 off of the victims person, 
as well as a wrist watch. The pair then fled in an un-
known direction. 

43 Precinct 
Wednesday, August 30 at 4:30 p.m. -- Po-

lice received a report of a robbery at chain pharma-
cy at 925 Soundview Avenue. A tall black man who 
weighed about 180 pounds and has a dark complex-
ion took items at knife point. He was looking at mer-
chandise when a Loss Prevention Officer at the lo-

cation saw him removing items from the shelves and 
placing them in his pants. The officer confronted the 
man who took out a knife. The store employee, who 
was now in fear for her life, yelled to her co-workers 
as the individual quickly fled to the exit with the knife 
held firmly in his hand. He fled the scene with a blu-
etooth headseat and two powerbanks.

46 Precinct
Friday, July 28 at 5:17 p.m.-- Cops responded 

to a robbery inside of a a supermarket at 126 Feath-
erbed Lane. An individual described as a Hispanic 
man with a dark complexion grabbed a 55-year-old 
man from behind. He knocked him to the ground 
and stole his gold chain, fleeing the store on foot. 
The individual appeared to be in his thirties and had 
black hair. He was last seen wearing gray pants and 
a white shirt. 

52 Precinct 
Thursday, August 31 at 6:17 a.m.-- Cops re-

sponded to a call of a 911 unconscious man in the 
back of 2921 Briggs Avenue. Arriving on the scene 
they found a 15-year-old man on the ground with 
trauma apparently from falling. EMS took the man to 
St. Barnabas Hospital and he was pronounced dead. 
A preliminary investigation found that the 15-year-
old had fallen from a fifth floor fire escape. The NYC 
Medical Examiner is looking into the case. 

The Bruckner Expressway Country Club Road, exit 7C was the scene of a multi-car 
accident this weekend. According to police, 45th Precinct police offi cers responded 
to a report of a collision on Sunday, September 3 at 12:50 p.m. at MacDonough Place 
near the expressway. An unknown vehicle was travelling northbound when it struck 
a 2010 Infi nity operated by a 27-year-old woman and fl ed the scene. As the woman 
pulled her car over to a safety zone, it was struck by a 2017 Hyundai driven by a 
34-year-old man. The Hyundai’s operator stated that an unknown second vehicle 
then struck both vehicles causing them to strike the guardrail. The second unknown 
vehicle also fl ed the scene. EMS transported the woman to Bronx Municipal Hospital 
to treat her back pain. The man refused medical treatment. Anyone with information 
is asked to call Crime Stoppers at (800) 577-TIPS.                       Photo by Aracelis Batista

CAR SLAMS INTO SUPERMARKET GATE

A Ford Explorer jumped the curb and slammed into the security gate of Antillana Su-
perfood Market Place on Sunday, September 3 at around 1:15 p.m. The driver was the 
sole occupant in the vehicle and did not sustain any injuries. Police said no charges 
were fi led against the driver whose identity was not disclosed.

(Above) Police sealed off the area around Antillana Superfood Market Place’s 
slammed rolling gates.             Photo by Edwin Soto
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“You can only get out of a community 
what you put into it.”

MARK  
GJONAJ

���
DEMOCRAT FOR CITY COUNCIL

ELECT

Paid for by New Yorkers for Mark Gjonaj

DEMOCRATIC PRIMARY TUESDAY, SEPT. 12TH

POLLS OPEN FROM 6AM TO 9PM � Volunteer with the campaign today!
2018 Williamsbridge Road, Bronx, NY 10461 ��(718) 684-4888 � www.MarkGjonaj.com
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LETTERS TO THE EDITOR
Gas prices
on the rise

Dear editor,
As per reports, Trump Ad-

ministration representatives 
declared zero tolerance for any 
price gouging after Hurricane 
Harvey. Lo and behold after 
the Texas storm, gas prices in 
New York City soared. I found 
one Gulf Gas Station in my 
area this past Saturday, that 
was charging $2.90 per gallon 
for regular gas, a 40 to 45 cent 
increase since last week.

Michael S. Wilbekin

It would be
one too many

Dear editor,
In the BTR August 11-17, 

2017 issue, Lenore Skenazy 
writes in her Rhymes With 
Crazy article that parents are 
paranoid over the possible 

What Cuomo
didn’t build

Dear editor,
The photo op of Governor 

Cuomo driving across the 
new Tapan Zee Bridge spoke 
volumes concerning his com-
mitment to the MTA and mass 
transit.  

Construction of the Verra-
zano Bridge did not include ca-
pacity for connecting the sub-
way from Brooklyn to Staten 
Island.  The new Tapan Zee 

Bridge provides no heavy rail 
connections to Metro North 
with communities west of 
Westchester including Or-
ange, Rockland, Ulster and 
Sullivan counties to Grand 
Central Terminal.  

This could have provided 
a new option for thousands of 
NYC bound commuters west 
of Hudson.  Bronx residents 
who are reverse commuters 
looking for access to jobs west 
of Hudson would also have 
benefi ted.  It would have pro-
vided relief to both the Port 
Authority Bus Terminal and 
Penn Station.  

It reduced the total project 
cost by over $1 billion.  This is 
why Governor Cuomo never 
acknowledges the real reason 
the project came in on bud-
get. To pay back the $1.6 bil-
lion dollar federal loan which 
helped fi nance the new Tapan 
Zee Bridge, tolls will have to 
go up by several dollars.  The 
well respected Moody’s Invest-
ment Services estimates the 

Helping Texan
Harvey victims

Dear editor,
Vic’s Music Hut has been 

promoting everything Bronx. 
From music to apparel for 
many years.  He used his plat-
form to ask for donations for 
Texas. He collected many items 
at his store from his custom-
ers to be sent to  the hurricane 
victims. It is inspiring to see a 
small business owner encour-
age the efforts of people in our 
community to help others.

Judi Rodriguez

Almost 65,000 students in 
the Bronx’s district schools 
failed last year’s reading and 
math assessments last year – 
nearly three quarters of test 
takers – and 92 percent of 
these students were children 
of color.

Once again, the Bronx re-
mained the only borough 

where students were likelier 
to score at the lowest level in 
math and reading than they 
were to pass state assess-
ments. The Bronx’s most vul-
nerable students - student with 
disabilities and English lan-
guage learners – fared worst 
of all, falling even further be-
hind their peers in other bor-

oughs.
Although the Bronx’s dis-

trict schools remain mired 
in systemic failure, the bor-
ough’s charter schools offer 
students a clear path to high 
achievement. Almost all of 
the Bronx’s best schools are 
now charters, where students 
are twice as profi cient over-
all and both ELLs and stu-
dents with disabilities are 
three times as likely to score 
at grade level in reading and 
math compared to their dis-
trict school peers.

Foremost among the 
Bronx’s exceptional schools 
in 2017 were Success Acad-
emy charters, which ac-
counted for four of the 
Bronx’s top fi ve schools and 
where 97 percent of students 
were profi cient in math and 
83 percent were profi cient in 
reading. Students with dis-
abilities at Bronx Success 
Academy schools were almost 
four times as likely as Bronx 
district students2 to score at 
grade level in math and more 
than twice as likely to score 
at grade level in reading. 
ELLs at Bronx Success Acad-
emies were 3.5 times as likely 
as Bronx district students to 
score at grade level in math 
and were also slightly more 
likely than Bronx district 
students to score at grade 

level in reading.
District schools in the 

Bronx fell further behind the 
rest of the city than ever be-
fore in 2017.

• 78 percent of Bronx stu-
dents failed to score at grade 
level in math last year – more 
than in any other borough – 
and 92 percent of these stu-
dents were black or Hispanic

• 73 percent of Bronx stu-
dents failed to score at grade 
level in ELA last year – more 
than in any other borough – 
and 93 percent of these stu-
dents were black or Hispanic

• The Bronx was the only 
borough in 2017 where district 
school students were more 
likely to score at the lowest 
profi ciency level (Level 1) than 
they were to be able to read 
and do math on grade level 
(Levels 3 & 4)

• A district school students 
in Bronx now trail their peers 
citywide by 14 points in read-
ing and 16 points in math – the 
largest borough achievement 
gap on record during the Com-
mon Core era

• District schools in the 
Bronx reported the city’s low-
est achievement outcomes for 
students with disabilities and 
English Language Learners, 
who were barely half as likely 
to score profi cient as their 
peers citywide

kidnapping of their children 
and that a child would have to 
be left unattended for 750,000 
years for this to happen. She 
further states that this is a 
rare crime. Even one such in-
cident is one too many. Try 
asking any parent who has 
experienced this ‘rare’ crime. 
How would she feel if she were 
that one rare parent?

Judy Noy

tolls will go up to $7.60 by 2021 
and $15 by 2026 for the Thru-
way Authority to be able to 
pay back this loan. 

When it comes to paying for 
all his promised transporta-
tion projects, Cuomo reminds 
me of Wimpy who famously 
said “I’ll gladly pay you Tues-
day for a hamburger today.

Larry Penner

OPED: by Will Chabot Charter schools outperform district counterparts

WE’LL FETCH IT FOR YOU
...and deliver to your home

Subscribe Today!

 cents

New owner: I’m developing wellness center

BRUCKNER DETOX 
CENTER OPPOSED

Continued on Page 67

Continued on Page 67

Westchester Square reels over vagrants

While Bronxites prepared 

to take a ‘bite out of crime’ 

at the annual August 1 Night 

Out Against Crime, one crook 

turned that around and took 

a bite out of a local merchant 

who tried to interrupt his 

thievery.A.M.A.F. Fashion business 

owner Abdul Sol felt more 

than an impact to his quality 

of life on the morning of Sun-

day, July 9, when a shoplifter 

tried to leave his store with 

a bag of clothing and Sol suf-

fered a severe bite on his left 

forearm and a dislocated right 

shoulder during a confronta-

tion with the man.
At his 25 Westchester 

Square store, Sol recalled how 

the shoplifter had on previous 

occasions been a paying cus-

tomer. 
“He spent money here, 

it’s not like I never saw him 

before,” Sol said. “He came 

around two or three months 

ago and bought a pair of 

shoes.”
But the Sunday of the as-

sault, the suspect asked for a 

shopping bag, grabbed stuff, 

and tried to leave, according 

to Sol. 
“I told him, ‘No, you can’t 

take my stuff.’”

A fi ght ensued and Sol said 

he “went to the ground with 

him. I hurt my shoulder. He 

took a big bite in my arm. I was 

at the hospital until 6 o’clock. I 

still have pain in my shoulder. 

I still can’t lift my left arm.”

Sol said he had seen the 

shoplifter associate with pa-

tients from the Bronx Psychi-

atric Center, so he fi gured he 

was a client.As Bronx Psychiatric Cen-

ter, on Waters Place, contin-

ues to release its patients on 

the street during the day, they 

interact with homeless people 

A sense of concern and out-

rage is brewing in Throggs 

Neck about a possible conver-

sion of an offi ce building into 

an unwanted use. 
Commercial tenants at 

2800 Bruckner Boulevard re-

ceived letters to vacate the 

property, and community 

leaders have formed a coali-

tion to fi ght a possible alcohol 

and drug rehab program. 

Complaints have been 

fi led with the city about beds 

being moved into the build-

ing or illegally converting it 

into a residential building, 

with some folks planning to 

take legal action against the 

landlord because they have 

leases, according to multiple 

sources. Homeowners and renters 

are also circulating petitions 

to protest what appears to be 

“a substance-abuse rehabili-

tation program recruiting 

staff” to work in the building 

and lack of community no-

tice or engagement on what 

may be sited at 2800 Bruckner 

Boulevard.  “The community is defi -

nitely mobilized,” said Steven 

Kaufman, an attorney who 

is leading the Throggs Neck 

Strong coalition looking into 

the matter, adding “I believe 

with mobilization, we might 

be able to stop what they want 

to do.” 
Tenants in the building 

say they got letters over the 

last two weeks telling them 

to vacate the building by 

September, said Bobby Jaen, 

Throggs Neck Merchants As-

sociation president and coali-

tion member. So far, at least 20 com-

plaints have been logged with 

the NYC Department of Build-

ings, including those concern-

ing “commercial space that is 

being turned into residential 

space” and those saying ten-

ants see “beds, dressers, mir-

rors and chairs,” being moved 

in.
As of press time, a meeting 

of the Throggs Neck Strong 

coalition has been planned 

for the Crosstown Diner on 

Thursday, August 3, with Jaen 

expecting around 125 people, 

following a lot of community 

organizing and petitioning 

that led to a forceful showing 

at an earlier impromptu meet-

ing on Friday, July 28. 

Anthony Mameli, Charles 

Ruttenberg Realty’s Bronx 

commercial real estate man-

ager, said the company was 

planning a grand opening for 

its new offi ce at the building 

Bronx Times Reporter

Bronx, New York 10465

Name:
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FUNDING

TRANSPORTATION

EDUCATION

Majority funding 
from out of city 

developers

Majority funding 
from neighbors in 

our district

Successfully 
extended bus 
service in the 

east Bronx

Albany politician who 
has failed to oversee 

the MTA

Supports our 
public schools and 

wants to invest 
more

Shortchanges our 
school funding

from Albany

John Doyle 
will always stand 
and fight for our 
neighborhoods

Mark Gjonaj 
is only looking 

out for big money 
and himself

VOTE

BY ARTHUR CUSANO
A Bronx street now bears the name 

of Francis ‘Al’ Chapman, the former 
chair of the board of directors at the 
Kingsbridge Heights Neighborhood 
Improvement Association.

Members of the KHNIA were joined 
by Senator Gustavo Rivera and Coun-
cilman Fernando Cabrera on Monday, 
August 28 to name the intersection 
of University Avenue and West 197th 
Street in Kingsbridge Heights to honor 
the longtime community activist.

The busy location will now be 
known as Francis ‘Al’ Chapman Way.

“Our community continues to ben-
efi t from Al’s devotion and commit-
ment,” said Cabrera. “I am proud to 
have sponsored the NYC  Council leg-
islation that honors Al with this street 
co-naming.”

Rivera described Chapman, who 
passed away in March, as a coura-
geous community leader who dedi-
cated more than 30 years of his life to 
helping his neighbors. 

“There were many individuals who 
were there during the tough times, 
and in the toughest of times instead of 
leaving they took it upon themselves 
to organize their communities…to 
somewhere other people would want 
to move to,” Rivera said during a brief 
memorial last month.

Chapman became a vocal opponent 
of major capital improvement rent in-
creases, or MCIs, which caused rents 
to spike in the 1980s.  

Under previous laws landlords 
could bill tenants for capital improve-
ments over a fi ve-year period. However 
there was little oversight to make sure 
the work was actually done and cost 
what the landlord charged for it.

Street names for Francis ‘Al’ 
Chapman, housing advocate

Longtime Northwest Bronx Clergy 
Coalition board member Margaret 
Groark said Chapman’s rallying of 
community organizations citywide 
in opposition to the odious increases 
eventually led the state legislature to 
pass legislation extending the calcu-
lation period and effectively slashing 
future capital rent increases signifi -
cantly.

“I remember we once planned a 
meeting with Division of Housing and 
Community Renewal that Al chaired, 
where we challenged the agency to 
look more carefully at the (MCI) appli-
cations and only approve them if they 
were legitimate,” Groark recalled.

Although they have been signifi -
cantly mitigated, the MCI charges 
still exist to burden tenants, Groark 
said.

“If Al was alive today he would 
say there is a need for serious MCI re-
form,” she added.

KHNIA president Elizabeth 
Thompson said Chapman’s work was 
vital to the organization’s work on 
behalf of residents for many years, 
and upon his death, members peti-
tioned Cabrera to name a street in his 
honor.

“We felt he needed to be honored. 
He was very good with housing,” she 
said.  Tenants don’t know their rights, 
and a lot of them are scared to say any-
thing against the landlord. We still 
need more education in that area.”

Thompson said the association is 
looking for more members to help keep 
the area moving in the right direction. 

Area residents looking to get in-
volved are asked to call (718) 618-7550 
or email to kingsbridges2805@gmail.
com. 

(l-r) Elizabeth and Thomas Chapman and Councilman Cabrera hold a copy of the new street 
sign. Photo by Silvio Pacifi co
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Temple Hatikva is located at Bronx House - 990 Pelham Parkway So. 

ROSH HASHANA 
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“FREE Kiddush follows  services” 
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FREE HIGH HOLIDAY SERVICES 
** Limited seating  - Reserve your seat by e-mail or phone or snail mail ** 

E-mail TTEMPLEHATIKVA@aol.com /  (917) 819-2456 / on the web at wwww.templehatikva.com   
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BY ARTHUR CUSANO
The father of a man killed 

in a dispute last month at a 
Morris Park home said he is 
still searching for answers af-
ter his son’s assailant received 
a light sentence.

Michael Mendoza, 21, was 
killed on the morning of Fri-
day, August 11, by 26-year-old 
Joseph Matos at Matos’ home 
at 1651 Tomlinson Avenue. 

Matos shot Mendoza 
through an apartment win-
dow while Mendoza was stand-
ing on his porch. 

Mendoza, who was joined 
by three other people, was 
holding a shotgun, which he 
discharged toward Matos, ac-
cording to police.

Mendoza was trans-
ported to Jacobi Medical Cen-
ter where he was later pro-
nounced dead. The shooting 
was deemed to be in self-de-
fense by investigators

Matos, a familiar face to lo-
cal police, with a prior drug 
offense conviction, was found 
with drugs in the apartment 
and was initially charged with 
a slew of weapon and drug-re-
lated counts.

However despite the lit-

Father of son killed in MP shooting has questions

The father of a man killed in a gunfi ght at a Morris Park home last month 
is seeking answers after the conviction of the alleged shooter. 
 Arthur cusano

any of charges, Matos pleaded 
guilty to a single charge on 
Wednesday, August 30: fourth-
degree criminal possession of 
marijuana, a misdemeanor. 

He was also granted a con-
ditional discharge that will al-
low him to avoid jail time as 
long as he stays out of trouble 
for the next twelve months.

“Matos was charged with 
the weapons charges at his ar-
raignment, but when no gun 
or other ballistic evidence 
was recovered...we didn’t 
have evidence to proceed with 
the homicide,” said D.A. of-
fi ce spokeswoman Patrice 
O’Shaughnessy.

Miguel Mendoza, Michael’s 
father, said he still has unan-
swered questions about the 
shooting that took his son’s 
life and is asking District At-
torney Darcel Clarke to re-
view the case.   

Among them is how the 
shooting could be deemed self-
defense by investigators if the 
weapon Matos used was never 
recovered.

“The only story they have 
is from the people who don’t 
want to go to jail,” Mendoza 
said. “My son can’t speak for 
himself and they didn’t bother 
to look at the autopsy report.”

While he attended Matos’s 
criminal court proceedings, 
Mendoza said he was not al-
lowed to address the judge and 
requests to see his son’s au-
topsy have not been met.

Mendoza wants to know 
what angle the bullet entered  

his son’s body, and how many 
gunshot wounds he suffered. 

Investigators also men-
tioned the possibility Mendoza 
was killed by friendly fi re, his 
father said.

“Wouldn’t the autopsy be 
a main part of an investiga-
tion? Mendoza said. “Isn’t that 
the only voice the deceased 
have?”

O’Shaughnessy said it of-
ten takes months for an au-
topsy to be released, but that it 
would eventually be available 
through the medical examin-
er’s offi ce.

Mendoza said he was also 
frustrated by the D.A. offi ce’s 
protection of Matos, the defen-
dant, even though he engaged 
in the same kind of illegal 
drug activity his son was al-
leged to be involved in. 

“The assistant district at-
torney said Matos is a drug 
dealer who sells drugs right 
(from) that same porch,” Men-
doza said. “If Matos were a 
police offi cer the scrutiny he 
would have faced would be in-
credible, but as a drug dealer 
the courtesy extended to him, 
the defendant, is simply unbe-
lievable.
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VOTE TO REELECT 

Ruben Diaz Jr.
as BRONX BOROUGH PRESIDENT 

in the Democratic Primary on Tuesday, September 12

PAID FOR BY NEW YORKERS FOR DIAZ
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FOR SALE
BUSY BRONX PIZZERIA 

IN PELHAM BAY, COUNTRY CLUB, THROGGS NECK AREA
TURN KEY OPERATION

FULL KITCHEN - FULLY COMPUTERIZED
YELP, EAT 24 and MORE!

GRADE A WITH HEALTH DEPARTMENT

SERIOUS INQUIRIES ONLY
CALL 646-739-1959

BY BOB GUILIANO
Offi cials broke ground on 

a $3.3 million reconstruction 
project at Little Claremont 
Park in Claremont on Tuesday, 
August 29.

Under the Community 
Parks Initiative, the NYC 
Parks Department will be-
gin a total transformation of 
the park, including new play 
equipment for ages fi ve to 12, 
a spray shower, community 
garden, synthetic turf fi eld, 
and an outdoor classroom/per-
formance area, according to a 
news release.

NYC Parks Commissioner 
Mitchell J. Silver joined Coun-
cilwoman Vanessa Gibson, 
Community Board district 
manager John Dudley, and stu-
dents and teachers from P.S. 
42 to break ground on a total 
reconstruction of Little Clare-
mont Park. The project is part 
of the Community Parks Initia-
tive.

The project, with funding 
provided by the mayor’s offi ce, 
is anticipated to be completed 
by the spring of 2018.

CPI is a multi-faceted pro-
gram launched in 2014 to in-
vest in under-resourced pub-

Parks breaks ground on Little Claremont Park

Bronx Parks Commissioner Iris Rodriguez-Rosa (2nd from l), Councilwoman Vanessa Gibson (3rd from l), NYC 
Parks Commissioner Silver (c), P.S. 42 students and faculty broke ground. Photo by Silvio Pacifi co

lic parks located in New York 
City’s densely populated and 
growing neighborhoods with 
higher-than-average concen-
trations of poverty, according 
to the release. 

CPI is investing $318 million 
through 2019 to make renova-
tions on more than 60 commu-
nity parks that have not under-
gone signifi cant improvements 
in decades.

 “Today is the start of a huge 
transformation for Little Clare-
mont Park,” Silver said. “As of 
next spring, the students of P.S. 

42 and all Claremont families 
will have a better-than-new 
park.”

Claremont Community 
Park, bounded by Claremont 
Parkway between Park and 
Washington Avenues, has been 
under the wing of P.S. 42 since 
1992.    

The school, which has been 
instrumental in the creation 
of this green space, was estab-
lished in 1906. 

This property became a 
GreenThumb Garden in May 
1994. 

GreenThumb is a Parks 
initiative that facilitates the 
transformation of vacant city 
lots into community gardens. 

In 1998, former Mayor Rudy 
Giuliani’s offi ce approved the 
permanent jurisdiction and 
management of this garden by 
Parks. 

The NYC Department of 
Citywide Administrative Ser-
vices then assigned the prop-
erty to Parks on July 12, 1999.

The neighborhood of Cla-
remont derives its name from 
a mansion that once stood in 

what is now Claremont Park, 
according to the website: 
https://www.nycgovparks.org/
parks/little-claremont-park/
history. 

The park was originally 
part of the old Morris family 
estate, established in 1679. 

Aware of encroaching sub-
urban development with the 
arrival of the New York and 
Harlem River Railroad, Gou-
verneur Morris II (1813-1888) 
auctioned off much of his land 
in 1848. 

Newlyweds Elliott 
Zborowski de Montsaulain 
and Anna Bathgate acquired a 
parcel in the northern portion 
of the former Morris property 
soon after. 

Anna had grown up on the 
neighboring Bathgate estate, 
which now constitutes Crotona 
Park.

In 1859, the couple built Cla-
remont Mansion, renowned 
for its white marble sculptural 
decor, and developed the ex-
tensive grounds with terraced 
lawns that descended to the 
Mill Brook (now Webster Av-
enue). 

There is also a Claremont 
Playground in Manhattan’s 
Riverside Park.
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Save up to 50% on cashless tolls with   
– get yours now at mta.info/ezpass

Completely cash-free toll roads, bridges and tunnels are here. 
Save time and gas at every crossing. Sign up for E-ZPass now

 and start saving 30% to 50% on every MTA toll.

STOP THROWING
YOUR MONEY AWAY
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EXPIRES 09/30/17

BY PATRICK ROCCHIO
One of the borough’s premiere 

arts organizations has a new execu-
tive director. 

The Bronx Council on the Arts, a 
non-profi t focusing on locally-based 
arts, artists and programing, ap-
pointed Viviana Bianchi as its new 
executive director after a six-month 
search. 

Bianchi began her new position 
on Tuesday, September 5. 

She takes the helm of the grass-
roots organization at an exciting 
time in a history stretching back to 
1962. 

The continually changing nature 
of borough communities makes this 
a moment for new alliances for BCA, 
she said, adding that there will be 
both challenges and opportunities 
ahead. 

“I believe in the power of arts to 
change and impact communities,” 
she said, adding “I am very inter-
ested in fi nding out more of what is 
needed neighborhood by neighbor-
hood.”

Construction work on a new BCA 
headquarters at a donated former 
bank building in Westchester Square 
is well underway, and Bianchi said 
she plans on visiting the building to 
determine how best to use the space. 

Bianchi said that she expects the 
new headquarters to be a resource 
that will allow BCA to bring some 
of the programming now done else-
where to its headquarters. 

She added: “My goal is to make 
BCA the place to go for the arts.” 

For the new executive director, 
the position is one that brings to-
gether two areas that have been fo-
cal points of her career: the arts and 
non-profi ts. 

“I am very excited about being 
able to blend those two things,” she 
said. “It is like two tracks of my life 
that fi nally came together.”  

Before any new initiatives, she 
plans on accessing artists’ and com-
munity needs, she said. 

Bianchi added that she plans on 
collaborating with the NYC Depart-
ment of Cultural Affairs on a new 
cultural plan, engaging in ‘creative 
placemaking’ where artists work 
on meaningful social projects to im-
prove communities and working 
with the Westchester Square Busi-
ness Improvement District. 

Charles Rice-González, BCA co-
chair, stated that Bianchi’s passion 
for artists and the arts would elevate 

Viviana Bianchi 
named BCA’s 5th 
executive director

BCA’s voice as an artist advocate. 
She came to the position from 

Mindbuilders, another borough-
based organization that provides ar-
tistic programing, as well as sports 
activities for youth. 

She has extensive non-profi t and 
arts experience in organizations in 
Florida, Washington D.C. and New 
York and in her native Argentina, 
she said. 

In Argentina, Bianchi founded 
her own company, Pegasus Solu-
tions, which provided development, 
planning and marketing services to 
clients that included the Argentinian 
government’s Ministry of Culture 
and individual artists. 

One of her favorite positions dur-
ing her career, she said, was as proj-
ect director for the Paul Robeson 
Fund for Independent Media, a posi-
tion she held in the 1990s that gave 
her extensive experience in grant-
making. 

She worked as an actress, as well 
as a fi lm festival producer, she said, 
and comes from an artistic family. 

Her brothers are painters, her 
mother dabbled in painting and act-
ing and her father published a few 
collections of stories in Argentina, 
she said. 

BCA’s outgoing executive director, 
Deirdre Scott, resigned in the fall of 
2016, said a spokesman. 

After Scott’s departure Barbara 
Prete temporarily took the organiza-
tion’s reins. 

Viviana Bianchi’s been named new executive 
director for Bronx Council on the Arts. 
 Photo courtesy of Bronx Council on the Arts
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SIRECI 
Family Dental
Your Neighborhood Dentist Since 1983

C A R I N G    A F F O R D A B L E    P A I N L E S S

FREE 
CONSULTATIONS

COME VISIT US 
IN OUR NEW 

MODERN OFFICE

2861 BRUCKNER BLVD.  |  718-829-0455

GENERAL DENTISTRY  
SPECIALTY CARE

El Morro Grocery, 1048 
Westchester Avenue, faced 
charges over allegedly having 
narcotics and a gun on prem-
ises, and for selling untaxed 
cigarettes.

Lucky Brothers Deli, 706 
Faile Street, was cited for 
someone allegedly consuming 
alcohol in the store.

And Big A Hookah, 703 
Hunts Point Avenue, was cited 
for an alleged business law vi-
olation. 

The penalties for a licensee 
selling alcohol to a minor ages 
18 to 21 include being charged 
with a class 2 misdemeanor, 
resulting in a possible 30-day 
maximum sentence and a 
small fi ne. 

From page 9

Businesses cited for illegal alcohol 
sales to minors, drugs and weapons

Selling to a minor under 18 
is a Class 1 misdemeanor, re-
sulting in a possible year in 
jail and a $1,000 fi ne, accord-
ing to Adam Vukovic, a legal 
writer with LegalMatch.

The penalty for the clerk 
who actually sells the alcohol 
is liable for all the same penal-
ties as the licensee. 

The clerk may also have 
his or her driver’s license sus-
pended for 30 days to a year, 
according to Vukovic.

More details on the pen-
alties the offenders, if found 
guilty, would face was not 
available before press time.  

The police offi cers work 
with youths participating in 
the Law Enforcement Explor-
ers program, that provides 

young men and women with 
an introduction to a career 
in law enforcement or a re-
lated fi eld in the criminal jus-
tice system, according to the 
NYPD website.

“This is a perfect example 
of a community-based organi-
zation working in conjunction 
with the local precinct to abate 
law violations, which can neg-
atively impact youth,” said 
Richard P. Sherman, FSBC 
chairman.

Just elected chairman in 
June, Sherman said the coali-
tion includes elected offi cials, 
representatives, the district 
attorney and national guard, 
who are all working together 
to help alleviate the opioid cri-
sis and underage drinking.

South Bronx Liquor, 866 Prospect Avenue, was among nine businesses 
cited for alleged alcohol sales to a minor during a compliance check 
done from January through July of 2017 sponsored by the 41st Precinct 
and Forward South Bronx Alliance. Community News Group/Bob Guiliano

S SSHOP OUR CLASSIFIED 
PAGES EVERY WEEK AND 

SAVE MONEY
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PREFERENTIAL USE OF TRUSTS IN ESTATE PLANNING
TO AVOID PROBATING WILLS IN CONGESTED

SURROGATES COURT

ELDER LAW AND ESTATE PLANNING

FEATURED SPEAKER:

RONALD J. SCHWARTZ, ESQ., JD, L.L.M., P.C.
“THE SAGE ON AGE”

ELDER LAW AND ESTATES ATTORNEY IN PRACTICE IN NEW YORK AND FLORIDA FOR
ALMOST 55 YEARS. DISTINGUISHED AUTHOR OF “LAW AND AGING: ESSENTIALS OF ELDER 

LAW” MEMBER OF THE NATIONAL ACADEMY OF ELDER LAW ATTORNEYS.

PLEASE ATTEND THIS INFORMATIVE SEMINAR TO LEARN ABOUT THE USE 
OF TRUSTS,  ESTATE AND MEDICAID PLANNING,  WILLS, 

AND POWER OF ATTORNEY

WHEN:

SEPTEMBER 23, 2017 AT 10:00 A.M.
LOCATION:

TOSCA 4038 EAST TREMONT AVENUE, BRONX, NY 10465

THE LAW OFFICE OF
STEPHEN B. KAUFMAN, ESQ., J.D., L.L.M, P.C.

DEDICATED TO SERVING THE RESIDENTS OF THE BRONX

PROUDLY PRESENTS

YOU ARE MOST CORDIALLY INVITED
TO ATTEND A FREE SEMINAR

REFRESMENTS WILL BE SERVED 

HOPE TO SEE YOU THERE!

TO RSVP CALL (718) 822-0500 - SPEAK TO CATHY 

LIMITED SEATING AVAILABLE!
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“Look as beautiful as you are….”

FillersBotox

Must present AD or coupon for offer
CERTAIN RESTRICTIONS APPLY

Offering
the latest in

Laser Hair Removal    

Botox  

Fillers 

Scleratherapy

Skin Peel

Electrolysis

Hormone Replacement Therapy

hCG Weight Loss Program

Got Hair?
M E DIC A L  A E S TH E TIC S

3611A East Tremont Ave.  Bronx, NY 347-281-5576

$100 OFF
YOUR FIRST TREATMENT

INTRODUCING KYBELLA BY ALLERGAN

(LIMITED TIME OFFER. FIRST 10 PATIENTS)

Important Safety Information
What is KYBELLA®
KYBELLA® is a prescription medi-
cine used in adults to improve the 
appearance and profi le of moderate 
to severe fat below the chin (submen-
tal fat), also called “double chin.” It 
is not known if KYBELLA® is safe 
and effective for use outside of the 
submental area and in children less 
than 18 years of age
Please see additional Important 
Safety Information inside.

Bothered by the 
fullness* beneath 

your chin?

BY ROBERT WIRSING
The Boogie Down Bronx will live 

up to its namesake in a lively chari-
table celebration.

Eat nYc the Bronx Food and Wine 
Festival, Windows of Hip Hop and 
Aval and Co Runway Production will 
present ‘Hip Hop for Hunger’ on Sat-
urday, September 16 from 4 to 9 p.m. 
at Andrew Freedman Home, rain or 

shine.
Hosted by hip hop legends Melle 

Mel and Grandmaster Caz and Cu-
linary Ambassador of the Bronx 
Baron Ambrosia, the third annual 
charitable event sponsored by Lemle 
and Wolff Real Estate helps the Food 
Bank for NYC feed 25,000 hungry 
men, women and children while rais-
ing awareness of this critical issue. 

For every dollar raised, Food Bank 
for NYC is able to provide fi ve meals 
to those in need.

John Denizard, Eat nYc president 
and co-founder, confi rmed 100% of all 
proceeds raised go toward Food Bank 
for NYC.

The event is opened to anyone 
21-years-old and over.

“Hip Hop for Hunger focuses on 
all of the incredible things that come 
from the Bronx such as music, food 
and fashion,” shared Denizard. “It’s 
our way of giving back to the Food 
Bank for NYC and our neighbors who 
depend on its lifesaving services.”

Andrew Freedman Home is known 
as ‘Hip Hop Mansion’ due to artists 
like DJ Kool Herc and Melle Mel host-
ing events there.

The Bronx Food and Wine Festival 
incorporates fashion, music and food 
into one event.

Attendees will be treated to a 
V.I.P. Runway Fashion Show hosted 
by Chrys Childs at 5 p.m. showcasing 
designs by Miros Rosado, Chuks Col-
lins and Corey Rodgers.

The star studded evening features 
musical performances by Italian 

American hip hop artist Rob Salese 
and salsa singer-songwriter EC Sal-
sero, Melle Mel, Grandmaster Caz 
and several surprise hip hop perform-
ers made possible by Fever Records.

Guests can engage in live, high-
speed auctions hosted by Hunt Auc-
tioneers.

The event features over 30 partici-
pating vendors including Mike’s Hard 

Lemonade, Hush Hip Hop Tours, 
Brotherhood Winery, Metro Optics 
Eyewear, Residence Inn by Marriott, 
Blue Moon, Señor Sangria, Porto 
Salvo, Cabo, Outback Steakhouse, 
Port Morris Distillery, Limation, 
Lloyd’s Carrot Cake, AriZona Bev-
erages USA, Copa Di Vino, Manhat-
tan Beer Distributors, Cabot, Kevita, 
DIG Farm, Lotus Flame Restaurant, 
Metro Multimedia, The Alchemist 
Food and Wine Magazine, Green 
Mountain Energy, Taino Ink Screen 
Printers, Hasani Beaute Beauty and 
Skin Care, MJ Entertainment LLC, 
Baron Ambrosia, Wine Pine Farm, 
Strongbow Hard Apple Ciders, Lucca 
Fine Italian Cuisine and La Casa 
Grande Cigars among others.

The festival includes on-site cook-
ing demos on the mansion’s massive 
lawn and food, drink and promo-
tional product samplings from local 
restaurants, wineries, distilleries, 
breweries, bakeries and businesses 
inside the landmark’s three grand 
ballrooms.

To purchase tickets, visit www.
eatnycfoodandwinefest.com or visit 
www.eventbrite.com searching for 
Eat nYc the Bronx Food and Wine 
Festival-Hip Hop for Hunger and en-
ter promo code 10OFF to buy one $50 
ticket and receive another free.

General admission tickets will be 
available for sale at the door the night 
of the event.

For additional information and 
to participate, contact Eat nYc at eat-
nyc2015@gmail.com.

Food & Wine Festival’s 
‘Hip Hop for Hunger’ 
set for September 16th

Hip Hop for Hunger focuses on all of 
the incredible things that come from 

the Bronx such as music, food and 
fashion. It’s our way of giving back 
to the Food Bank for NYC and our 

neighbors who depend on its lifesaving services.
John Denizard, Eat nYc

The Bronx Food and Wine Festival President and Co-Founder
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Metroplus 
is IN The 
Bronx!

MKT 17.139a

SIGN UP TODAY. WE’LL BE HERE TOMORROW.

CALL  1.855.809.4073
METROPLUS.ORG

Bathgate
720 East Tremont Avenue

Morris Heights
1733 University Avenue

Morrisania
227A 167th Street
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POT of GOLD
Sherbee Antiques is a family-owned business that has been 

serving the tri-state area for over 60 years. 
We buy from the full contents of homes and estates 

to single items. We specialize in high-end goods such as 
antiques, art, fi ne porcelain, lighting, bronzes and sculptures. 

We have particular interest in fi ne jewelry, timepieces, 
diamonds, gold and silver. 

If you call we will come to you, free of charge, and evaluate 
what you are selling. We know the value of your possessions 
and are willing to pay top dollar on the spot. Please feel free 
to call seven days a week for a free same day consultation.

You may be sitting on a large fortune. 
Call Sherbee Antiques. They’ll tell you how much.

CALL TODAY 917-748-7622 OR 718-762-7448 
You’ll be glad you did.

Sherbee  Antiques
Est. 1940

VAN NEST
ASSEMBLY 

OF GOD
755 Rhinelander Ave.

Bronx, NY 10462

Corner of Holland
2 blocks from 

White Plains Road

SPIRIT 
FILLED

PRAYER 
GUIDED

LOVE 
EXTENDED

PASTOR

ASSISTANT PASTOR 

YOUTH PASTOR

A HOUSE OF PRAYER FOR ALL NATIONS

Welcome to our caring, 
multi cultural, multi-generational, 

evangelistic home church!

5 services every Sunday. 
8:30 am, 10 am (Service & Sunday School) 

11:30 am, 4pm, 7pm.
Ministry programs and activities for 

all ages — all week — all year!

Come join us in prayer, praise 
and celebration!

www.vannestassembly.org

BY PATRICK ROCCHIO
A preview of what promises to be an 

epic fi lm about an important and trou-
bled time in American history is com-
ing soon to a local veterans post. 

The Sam Young American Legion 
Post 620 will hold a one-hour preview 
of the PBS’s latest documentary: the 18-
hour Ken Burns and Lynn Novick fi lm 
‘The Vietnam War,’ which airs nation-
wide beginning on Sunday, September 
19. 

The veterans post will view select 
excerpts from the fi lm a week before it 
is broadcast, with doors opening at 1 
p.m. on Sunday, September 10 and the 
screening beginning at 1:45, said post 
member Joseph Mondello. 

The screening will be followed by a 
question and answer session with vet-
erans. 

Community members, local schools 
and organizations are welcome to at-
tend, said Mondello. 

The post will preview the fi lm on its 
15-foot screen, he said. The post is in the 
process of creating a new auditorium 
space. He urged all to attend. 

“It is a way of honoring our Vietnam 
Veterans as we approach Veterans Day, 
and to experience some of Ken Burn’s 

Legion Post sets pre-airing 
of PBS’s ‘The Vietnam War’ 

Joe Mondello, Sam Young American Legion 
Post 620 member and ‘Legionnaire of the 
Year’ award winner, invites all to a one-hour 
preview of Ken Burn’s and Lynn Novick’s lat-
est documentary ‘The Vietnam War’. 

The PBS documentary premieres nationwide 
on Sunday, September 17. Photo courtesy of 
Channel 13

fi lm on the Vietnam War,” said Mon-
dello.

The screening will also be a chance 
to highlight the post’s new stage, which 
they hope might play host to open mic 
nights, karaoke, musical performances 
and country dancing in the future. 

Local veteran’s advocate and Viet-

nam veteran Pat Devine, of Theodore 
Korony American Legion Post 253, said 
he is planning on attending. 

“Most of the Vietnam Veterans are 
getting up there in age,” said Devine. 
“Hopefully, they will have a nice audi-
ence and get some good foodback and it 
will be positive.” 

Devine recalled his service in the 
mountain ranges of Vietnam, arriving 
in the war zone as a U.S. Marine when 
he was 19-years-old. 

Devine said he was spared the some-
times inhospitable return to the United 
States that many Vietnam veterans 
faced because Throggs Neck was and is 
a very patriotic community where his 
service to his country was valued. 

Ken Burns, who has made notable 
documentaries about the Civil War 
and World War II, as well as fi lms on 
the U.S. National Parks and the Brook-
lyn Bridge, joined with fi lmmaker and 
longtime collaborator Lynn Novick for 
the 10-year project. 

The fi lm includes original inter-
views with 80 American, South Viet-
namese and North Vietnamese com-
batants and civilians, according to 
materials provided by WNET.

It features original war footage, as 

well as music from the era and original 
music from Trent Reznor, Atticus Ross 
and the Silk Road Ensemble featuring 
Yo-Yo Ma. 

“Ken Burns’ meaningful fi lm, ‘The 
Vietnam War’ gives context to a piece 
of history that touched us all, especially 
those who served in the military,” said 
Neal Shapiro, CEO of WNET. “WNET 
is proud to be sharing a preview of the 
fi lm with veterans and the entire Bronx 
community at the Samuel Young Amer-
ican Legion Post.”

The post is located at 1530 Hutchin-
son River Parkway. 
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The Farenga Community Service Scholarship has been 

awarded since 1991. 

It recognizes a local eighth grader who has  

given back to their community. 

As a community focused business we are proud to have 

given this scholarship to over 150 students and to 

congratulate some amazing young people. 

 

We are pleased to recognize 

Arooj Javed and Nayumbie Scotland 
of St. Lucy’s and Holy Rosary Schools 

As the Bronx recipients of this year’s award 

 

Congratulations to the Class of 2017  
And good luck to the class of 2018  

on the upcoming school year! 
 

 

 
 

920 Allerton Ave., Bronx (718) 654-0500 

www.FarengaBrosFuneralHome.com 

 

Dedicated to the Communities We Serve 
Since 1896 
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LOSE 20–40 lb.
IN THE NEXT 40 DAYS

Lose weight and start looking and feeling 
as beautiful as you are...

DROP 20-40 POUNDS IN 40 DAYS

NO EXERCISE NECESSARY

MINIMAL OR NO CRAVINGS

MININMAL OR NO HUNGER

BURNS FAT

TARGETS BELLY, BUTT, HIPS, THIGHS

DOCTOR SUPERVISED FOR SAFETY & RESULTS

Dr. Albert 
Graziosa has 
been certified 
with the fresh 
start hCG diet 
and has led 
many patients 
to live more 
happy and 
healthy lives.

VISIT US AT 

GOTHAIRLLC.COM

BECAUSE OF OUR 

TECHNOLOGY

“Weight Loss Has 

Changed My Life”
Ask yourself how 
would you like to lose 
30 or more pounds, 
have more energy, 
feel great, feel sexy, 
decrease your risks 
of diabetes and heart 
disease and regain 
your health all in next 
40 days.

M E DIC A L  A E S TH E TIC S

Got Hair? llc
3611A East Tremont Avenue  Bronx, NY 

347-281-5576

BE
FO

RE

AF
TE

R

GET READY FOR SUMMER WITH OUR 
CLEAN START WEIGHT LOSS PROGRAM

Lehman Center for the Perform-
ing Arts presents the opening of the 
37th Anniversary season featuring 
the NEA Jazz Master and ten-time 
Grammy® Award winner legend Ed-
die Palmieri and his Salsa Orchestra 
on Saturday, September 16, at 7:30 
p.m. 

Also appearing: Del Caribe Latin 
Jazz All Stars, led by Cuban pia-
nist, master arranger and composer 
Emilio Morales, musical director and 
tres guitarist Nelson Gonzalez with 
musicians Johnny Rodriguez, Ruben 
Rodriguez, George Delgado, Ricardo 
Pons, Orestes Vilato and special in-
vited guest Giovanni Hidalgo. Pro-
duced by Lehman Center and Robert 
Sancho. 

Lehman Center for the Perform-

 Lehman Center presents 10-
time Grammy Award winner

ing Arts is on the campus of Lehman 
College/CUNY at 250 Bedford Park 
Boulevard West. 

Tickets for Eddie Palmieri & 
Friends on Saturday, September 16t 
at 7:30 p.m. are $65, $55, and $50 and 
can be purchased by calling the Le-
hman Center box offi ce at (718) 960-
8833 (Monday through Friday, 10 
a.m.to 5 p.m., and beginning at noon 
on the day of the concert), or through 
online access at www.LehmanCen-
ter.org. 

Lehman Center is accessible by 
#4 or D train to Bedford Park Blvd. 
and is off the Saw Mill River Park-
way and the Major Deegan Express-
way. 

Low-cost on-site parking avail-
able for $5.

Eddie Palmieri and friends return to Lehman Center for the Performing Arts on Saturday, 
September 16.                                                                      Photo courtesy of Erik Valind

REWARD 
$300

IF FOUND PLEASE CONTACT
LAURA AT 917-370-2126
ATTRACT WITH
SEEDS PLEASE

LOST
PAIR OF LOVEBIRDS
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The Mall at Bay Plaza was transformed into a fashion runway! 
Bronx Fashion Week presented its stylish Back to School Fashion 
Showcase on Saturday, August 26 as one of the fi rst fashion events 
for New York Fashion Week. Hosted by Rebecca Gitana Torres and 
sponsored by Affi nity Health Plan, the show spread the message of 
looking good and feeling good by blending health and fashion.
        Photos by Miriam Quin

Bronx Fashion Week Hosts

Back To SchoolBack To School
Fashion Show

1

2

3

5 6

(1) Miracle Robinson walked the runway in vibrant style.

(2) One model wore a Pan-African inspired dress.

(3) A model owned the runway in a sheer lace dress.

(4) This year’s models showcased some
Hawaiian-inspired summer fashion.

(5) Jon Michael Provetto modeled a tropical-inspired outfi t.

(6) Model Shavon Dehoa met with  Michael Felter, East 
233rd Street and White Plains Road Merchants Associa-
tion president, during the high fashion celebration.

(7) Models showcased many unique footwear options at 
the fashion show.
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1001 Castle Hill Avenue 
Bronx, NY 10472

718-319-1200

Come Watch 
all of 

The NFL Games 
on our 

Large Screen 
TV’s...

   
   
   

Daily 
Special

$3 
Mimosas

Happy Hour 
Daily

3pm – 8pm
Mixed Drinks...

Many Party Packages 

To Choose From!

OPEN BREAKFAST, LUNCH & DINNER  SUN. THRU THURS. 1AM, FRI. & SAT. 2AM!
FREE Delivery! (3 Mile Radius)

DJ Spinning 
Every Friday and Saturday Night 

8pm – 12am
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Senator Ruben Diaz, Sr.; Assemblyman Luis Sepulveda and Stevenson Commons co-hosted a back to school celebration on Thursday, August 24 at the 755 White Plains Road center.

STEVENSON COMMONS CELEBRATES BACK TO SCHOOL

Building super Osvaldo Santiago (l) Senator Diaz (c) Assemblyman Sepulveda (2nd from r) and building super Gilbert Lopez (r) 
helped sweep up the plaza after the event was over. Photo by Miriam Quin

(back, l-r) Assemblyman Sepulveda; Steven Williams 
and Senator Diaz distributed new back packs to local 
youth. Photo by Miriam Quin

Councilman Salamanca and District Attorney Clark (r) were on hand to announce Salamanca 
has secured $3 million for security improvements at Melrose Houses. 
 Photo courtesy of Councilman Rafael Salamanca’s Offi ce

Councilman Rafael Salamanca was joined by District Attorney Darcel Clark and Melrose 
Houses’ residents at their annual family day on Saturday, August 19 to announce his fund-
ing of security upgrades at the NYCHA development which includes ‘layered access’ door 
locking systems.

SALAMANCA FUNDS SECURITY UPGRADES

Ruth Diaz (l) and Tynaisha Zambrana sold some interesting items from Papi’s Closet. 
 Photo by Laura Stone

The Bronx YMCA’s Flea Market was held to the delight of many shoppers on Saturday, August 
26 at 2 Castle Hill Avenue.

BRONX YMCA HOSTS FLEA MARKET

Elders enjoyed the entertainment and music at this 
year’s Senior Citizens Appreciation Day. 
 Photo by Ray Maldonado

The Bronx YMCA celebrated its fi fth annual Senior Citi-
zen Appreciation Day on Wednesday, August 23 at its 
clubhouse on 2 Castle Hill Avenue. The event featured 
free food and drinks, entertainment, activities and 
games for elders’ amusement.

BRONX Y HOSTS SENIORS
 APPRECIATION DAY
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ISABELLA HOUSE
Independent Living for Older Adults

Experience Our Community 
More Than a Place 
to Live, It’s Home.

OPEN HOUSE

x

l

f

Win a Couple’s Retreat

To win, enter at www.cnglocal.com/leola
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In keeping with tradition, 
the Edgewater Park com-
munity celebrated its 
101st annual Edgewater 
Park Labor Day weekend 
festivities with its always 
creative baby parade. 
Complete with imagina-
tive fl oats for youngsters 
and their parents, the 
parade started from the 
Edgewater Park Volun-
teer Firehouse on Sat-
urday, September 2 and 
included awards for the 
best entrants in the an-
nual competition.

John Sigmund earned fi fth place for his ‘Old MacDonald’ fl oat. 
 Photo by Laura Stone

EDGEWATER PARK’S LABOR DAY BABY PARADE  EDGEWATER PARK’S LABOR DAY BABY PARADE  

First place champions (l-r) Finn, Shamus and Chloe Featherstone wowed 
the crowd with their imaginative ‘Despicable Me’ fl oat. Photo by Laura Stone

(left) (l-r) Little pigs Benjamin Shaver, Chris-
topher and Tara Butler earned second place 
for their fairy tale inspired parade fl oat. 
 Photo by Laura Stone

Fourth place honorees Joe DeSantis and 
Selene Toegel drove their EPOC Maintenance 
fl oat to victory. 
 Photo by Laura Stone

(top insert) Third place ‘Section Sea’ fl oat 
winner Quinn with proud mom Megan.
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Honoree Yonkers City Council president Liam McLaughlin (l), Class of 
1985 alum, with Yankee Hall of Famer Goose Gossage. 
 Photo courtesy of Cardinal Spellman High School

Cardinal Spellman High School’s ninth annual Alumni and Friends golf 
outing was held recently at Leewood Country Club. Approximately 120 
golfers teed up at the course and over 200 people attended its dinner 
celebration, with $60,000 raised for the scholarship fund.

SPELLMAN GOLF OUTING
RAISES OVER $60K

A baby Angolan colobus monkey (r) cuddled its parent while observing 
its new jungle home. Photo by Julie Larsen Maher/WCS

The Wildlife Conservation Society’s Bronx Zoo welcomed a bouncing 
baby Angolan colobus monkey born this August in the Congo Gorilla For-
est exhibit. The baby, whose gender is yet to be determined, joins six 
colobus monkeys in the troop consisting of one adult male, two adult 
females, one juvenile female and one juvenile male.

ANGOLAN COLOBUS MONKEY
 BORN AT BRONX ZOO

A special 13th Council District Candidate Forum was held to discuss the controversy surrounding 2800 Bruck-
ner Boulevard on Tuesday, August 29 at Throggs Neck Community Church. The evening’s candidates included 
Republican candidate John Cerini; Independent candidate Alex Gomez and Democratic candidates Assembly-
man Mark Gjonaj, John Doyle, Victor Ortiz, Egidio Sementilli and Marjorie Velazquez.

CANDIDATES DISCUSS 2800 BRUCKNER BLVD.

(l-r) Democratic candidates Assemblyman Mark Gjonaj, Marjorie Velazquez, Egidio Sementilli and Victor Ortiz 
discussed the issues surrounding 2800 Bruckner Boulevard. Photo by Silvio Pacifi co

Residents of East Harlem, Mott Haven, Highbridge, Concourse, Longwood and Port Morris learned more about 
their 8th Council District candidates’ platforms and how they will address local issues in a candidates forum 
held on Thursday, August 31 at Fort Motte Baptist Church. Democratic candidates Tamika Mapp and Diana Ayala 
attended the debate, however Democratic candidates Israel Martinez and Robert Rodriguez, Republican Daby 
Carreras and Conservative candidate Linda Ortiz were not present.

FT. MOTTE CHURCH HOSTS COUNCIL DEBATE

Tamika Mapp (l) listened as Diana Ayala discussed her platform. Photo by Aracelis Batista

Senator Klein (back, c), assembly members Mark Gjonaj (front, c) and Michael Benedetto (front, r) with The 
Commodores. Photo courtesy of Senator Jeff Klein’s Offi ce

Senator Jeff Klein’s Summertime Symphonies hosted a performance from The Commodores on Thursday, Au-
gust 24 at Loreto Park.

COMMODORES PERFORM AT LORETO PARK
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Following its Baby Parade, the 
Edgewater Park Athletic As-
sociation hosted its Labor Day 
Weekend Olympics fi eld races for 
children and adults on Saturday, 
September 2. Friends and family 
cheered the eager participants 
from the sidelines as they raced 
toward glory. 

EDGEWATER PARK’S  LABOR DAY EDGEWATER PARK’S  LABOR DAY 
WEEKEND OLYMPICS FIELD RACESWEEKEND OLYMPICS FIELD RACES

Edgewater Park Athletic Associa-
tion members celebrated a suc-
cessful 101st annual Labor Day 
Weekend Olympics. 
 Photo by Silvio Pacifi co

(above) Many boys competed for 
glory in this year’s Boys Seven-
Year-Old 50 Yard Dash. 
 Photo by Laura Stone

(top left) Tara Butler (l) got a high 
fi ve for tying for fi rst place in this 
year’s Girls 2-Years-Old and Under 
25 Yard Dash. Photo by Laura Stone

(top right) Participants in the Girls 
6-Years-Old 45 Yard Dash raced 
toward the fi nish line. 
 Photo by Laura Stone

(bottom left) Tara Butler (c) took a 
strong lead in the Girls 2-Years-Old 
and Under 25 Yard Dash. 
 Photo by Laura Stone

(bottom right) JJ Brown (l) and Jim 
Flanagan were the offi cial starters 
for the relay races. 
 Photo by Laura Stone
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LIKE US ON 
FACEBOOK

ONGOING
REGISTRATION

Come join our dance family!

Come see why we are the 

#1 Studio
in the Bronx for over

  55 Years!
585 E 187TH ST., BRONX, NY 10458

(718) 364-2725
WE ARE EXCITED

TO ANNOUNCE THE 
OPENING OF OUR

SECOND
LOCATION
IN THE ARTHUR AVENUE 
SECTION OF THE BRONX!

WE ARE EXCITED TO EXPAND 
OUR DANCE FAMILY AND NOW 

CONVENIENTLY HAVE TWO
LOCATIONS TO CONTINUE SERVING

THE BRONX COMMUNITY!

Andreasdancestudio.com

Andrea’s
     D ance
       Studio

Tap

Jazz

Hip Hop

Ballet

Pointe

Gymnastics

Lyrical/Contemporary

Salsa

Bollywood

Flamenco

Belly Dancing

Musical Theatre

Mommy & Me

Ages: 1.5- Adult
Beginner to advanced levels

NEW

LOCATION

904 MORRIS PARK AVENUE, BRONX, NY 10462

(718) 597-9869
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Assembly Speaker Carl Heastie an-
nounced he will be returning to the class-
room part-time this fall to teach a class 
at Monroe College’s Bronx campus. The 
Speaker will instruct two sections of a 
course in personal fi nance management, 
an introductory course designed to provide 
students with an understanding of personal 
fi nance concepts.

“Higher education has always been a 
priority to me as I recognize the countless 
doors it has opened for me, and I want to 
ensure others have that same opportunity,” 
said Heastie. “It is a privilege to advocate 
for students in the New York State Assem-
bly and a mission I am still fully dedicated 
to. Interacting with students in the class-
room has always been a passion of mine 
and I look forward to connecting with stu-
dents on a more personal level this fall.”

Prior to being elected Speaker in Feb-
ruary 2015, Heastie was an adjunct pro-
fessor at Monroe College from September 
2007 through the fall of 2014.  Throughout 
his tenure, he taught introductory courses 
in the School of Business and Accounting, 
as well as political science courses in the 
School of Criminal Justice. Prior to accept-
ing the position as adjunct professor, the 
Speaker sought and received approval by 
the Legislative Ethics Committee.

* * *
During the upcoming 2017-18 academic 

year, Lehman College will be converting 
15 classes to Open Educational Resources, 
(OER) an initiative that will save students 
an estimated $240,000 in textbook costs. A 
number of OER classes begin this fall and 
will continue to be added next spring.

OER is  a popular and important trend in 
higher education that replaces “proprietary” 
textbooks with freely accessible, open ed-
ucational resources that are not limited by 
traditional copyright restrictions. The goal is 
to save students the oftenprohibitive cost of 
textbooks while providing high quality text, 
media, educational video games, encyclo-
pedias and periodicals.

The Offi ce of Library Services is over-
seeing the OER “scale up initiative” at Leh-
man, with support from the Offi ces of the 
Provost and Information Technology. “It’s 
valuable that New York State recognized 
the need to support students by providing 
signifi cant funds to underwrite faculty cre-
ation of open textbooks,” says Professor 
Kenneth Schlesinger, chief librarian at Le-
hman’s Leonard Lief Library. “Rising text-
book costs have been identifi ed as a major 
barrier inhibiting student success.”

Stacy Katz, a substitute open resources 
librarian and STEM liaison, and one of the 
librarians coordinating the initiative, says 
that faculty members in the Business, Ed-
ucation, Nutrition, Spanish and Sociology 
departments, will be among those partici-
pating. Katz says faculty will have the op-
portunity to customize their teaching mate-
rial to be more innovative and more closely 
tailored to their syllabus. Classes convert-
ing to OER include sections of Business 
Law, Creative Writing, Women’s Studies, 
and Media and Communications Studies.

Dr. Yuri Gorokhovich, an associate pro-
fessor in the Department of Earth, Environ-
mental, and Geospatial Sciences, was one 
of three faculty members to participate in a 
pilot OER program at Lehman last year. 

Olena Zhadko, Lehman’s director of on-
line education, has been supporting the ef-
fort to train Lehman professors in the intri-
cacies of the OER process. In June, Zhadko 
and Katz were among of the facilitators of 
a two-week workshop called “Enhancing 
your Course through the Use of Open Edu-
cational Resources.”

Lehman has been allocated a budget 
from NYS of $121,185 for the scale up initia-
tive. Students can fi nd information to regis-
ter for OER classes on CUNYFirst, under 
the heading “Zero textbook costs.”

* * *
Fall is for fresh, creative beginnings – 

and Pelham Art Center, 155 Fifth Avenue, 
Pelham, NY, can satisfy that artistic itch with 
an exciting variety of inspirational classes 
and workshops for all ages and abilities, 
from pre-k to seniors. Registration is now 
open. The Art Center features 1-2 session 
workshops in a variety of media.

Children’s classes include Adult-and-
Me Clay and Mixed Media, Pre-K Clay and 
Art, Introductory classes in Drawing/Paint-
ing, Mixed Media, Knitting, Clay (kiln fi red), 
Still Life Drawing/Painting, Art Masters and 
Women in Art.

Your child will learn STEAM concepts 
effortlessly (and while having fun) in our dig-
ital classes: Scratch Coding for Girls, Digi-
tal Photography, Stop Motion Animation, In-
tro to 3D Computer Printing and Modeling, 
Intro to 3D Computer and Modeling and 
Animation. These classes function as skill 
builders and career exploration.

High School students may take any 
adult class. For art students who need to 
build their portfolios for college or adults 
who want to explore classic fi gure drawing, 
they offer High School Figure Drawing with 
Portfolio Development and Life Drawing. 
Both classes feature live models.

Late afternoon and evening Adult 
classes include Create with Collage, Ex-
perimenting with Oil Painting, Beginners 
Drawing, Encaustic Painting, Ceramics, 
and Digital Photography. Daytime Adult 
classes feature Pet Portrait Painting and 
Drawing, Create with Collage, Ceramics, 
Knitting, Drawing/Painting. They have two 
classes for seniors age 65+ that are free – 
Improv and Sketch Comedy and Create a 
Memory Book.

For busy people with an itch to create 
they offer a delectable choice of 1-2 ses-
sion workshops: Printmaking, Enamel Jew-
elry, Fall Flower Painting, and Flower Ar-
ranging. How about art-making with your 
family? Family Holiday Workshops include 
Pop Up Cards, Gingerbread House Deco-
rating and Make Your Own Ornament. The 
center also has open studio time for paint-
ing, drawing and knitting.

The PAC instructors are professional 
artists in their associated mediums. They 
are adept at nurturing and educating stu-
dents of all levels as well as inspiring cre-
ativity.

For information and registration go to 
Pelhamartcenter.org/education, or call (914) 
738-2525, x111 for additional information.

Need-based scholarships are available 
to students who qualify.

* * *
On a recent afternoon, while tempera-

tures outside hovered in the high eighties, 
16 students sat at desks arranged in a half 

circle in one of Carman Hall’s classrooms. 
They were waiting for their guest speak-
ers—Lehman counselor Education/School 
Counseling alumna Theresa Wyre and her 
co-presenter to begin their presentation. 
The two were there to share their experi-
ences as teen parents of a daughter who is 
now an adult, and how they navigated New 
York City’s array of family services.

Wyre was 14 years old when she 
learned she was pregnant. For years she 
struggled with a public school system that 
shunned young mothers and school coun-
selors who lacked empathy. Wyre entered 
the school counseling profession to ad-
dress these very issues. Today she is an 
assistant principal in the Bronx, where she 
ensures that her students receive accurate 
information about sex and how to prevent 
teen pregnancy.

It would be just one of several frank and 
deeply personal discussions about sexual-
ity scheduled into Professor Stuart Chen-
Hayes’ carefully crafted sexuality counsel-
ing course designed specifi cally for school 
counselors.

A former sexuality counselor, middle 
school counselor and college counselor, 
Chen-Hayes has been teaching the course 
at Lehman for the past 20 years. It’s an in-
tense two-week elective in the Counselor 
Education/School Counseling program, and 
is usually offered each year during the sum-
mer. The course includes topics like com-
prehensive sex education, gender identity 
and expression; sexual orientation, tech-
nology and sexuality; recognizing perpe-
trators of sexual abuse; sex worker aware-
ness and how to recognize its presence in 
schools; abortion counseling; paraphilias; 
and healthy teen and adult relationships.

In addition to the usual required read-
ing and discussions, the course features an 
eclectic cast of guest speakers—ranging 
from sex workers to sexual abuse counsel-
ors to LGBTQ+ families. Their stories are 
often raw and powerful and reveal perspec-
tives that are unique, yet not uncommon.

Chen-Hayes has been a counselor edu-
cator for 26 years. He is the author of mul-
tiple publications in refereed journals and 
books. His second book, which is to be 
published in 2018, is a memoir about his 
family’s two-generation, LGBTIQ+ journey 
toward marriage equality and parenting via 
surrogacy in Taiwan and the U.S. He is at 
work on a third book on college access, af-
fordability, admission and counseling.

* * *
NYC Department of Sanitation Com-

missioner Kathryn Garcia announced to-
day the appointment of four-star Chief 
Steven Costas, a 30 year veteran of the 
Department, to the position of First Deputy 
Commissioner. He is also the fi rst Hispanic 
in the Department’s 88 year history to rise 
through the ranks to the First Deputy Com-
missioner position. 

As the new First Deputy Commissioner, 
Commissioner Costas is responsible for the 
direction of all daily operational aspects of 
the Department which include the Bureau of 
Cleaning and Collection, the Enforcement 
Division, the Division of Safety and Train-
ing, the Personnel Management Division), 
and the Field Inspection and Audit Team. In 
his new role, Costas’ key focus continues to 
be the implementation and expansion of or-

ganics curbside collection, which is a criti-
cal component of the Mayor’s commitment 
to zero waste to landfi lls by 2030; increas-
ing the effi ciency of the department’s snow 
fi ghting strategy; and maintaining the De-
partment’s record acceptably clean streets 
percentages of 95% or better citywide. 

Most recently, Costas was the director 
of the Bureau of Cleaning and Collection 
where he was responsible for the collec-
tion of refuse and recycling from the city’s 
eight and a half million  residents, cleaning 
approximately 6,300 miles of streets and 
servicing 25,000 litter baskets, and remov-
ing snow from 6,300 miles of City streets, 
among other responsibilities. 

Costas began his career with the De-
partment in 1987 as a Sanitation Worker 
assigned to the Bronx District 6A Garage, 
which covers Belmont, Bathgate, West 
Farms, East Tremont, and Bronx Park 
South. He has held other supervisory po-
sitions within the department, including 
two borough commands, assistant chief 
in the Bureau Operations Offi ce, and has 
overseen the department’s Equipment and 
Facilities Unit. Costas also served as the 
assistant chief in the Operations Manage-
ment Division, where he was instrumental 
in the division receiving the 2008 NYC Ex-
cellence in Technology Award for the “Best 
Wireless Project” for GPS/AVL. Before his 
promotion to director of the BCC, Costas 
was director of the department’s Personnel 
Management Division where he fostered 
a partnership with Autism Speaks, a non-
profi t organization.  As an original supporter 
of the Autism cause within the Department, 
he has spearheaded the fundraising of over 
$278,000 for Autism Speaks.

Costas has taken extensive managerial 
courses offered by Sanitation and the De-
partment of Citywide Administration Ser-
vices including Continuity of Operations, 
Leadership and Infl uence Skills taught by 
the Sanitation Training and Development 
staff, Delegation Skills, and most recently 
Confl ict Resolution.  He is a 2012 graduate 
of the Senior Executives in State and Local 
Government management course given at 
the Kennedy School of Government at Har-
vard University. 

* * *
The Bronx Arts Ensemble, announces 

the appointment of Robert Fanuzzi, Ph.D. 
as chair of the Board.  Dr. Fanuzzi, who pre-
viously served as Treasurer, was elected 
at the June Board meeting and will replace 
the retiring chair E. Heidi Jerome, M.D.   

Fanuzzi began his Bronx civic career 30 
years ago in a Morrisania-area New York 
City Housing Authority public housing de-
velopment as a volunteer researcher and 
organizer with the Municipal Arts Society.  
A former chair of Bronx Community Board 
8,  Dr. Fanuzzi also served as chair of its 
Economic Development and Environment/
Sanitation committees. As associate pro-
vost for Academic Affairs and director of 
Civic Engagement for St. John’s Univer-
sity Staten Island campus, Fanuzzi devel-
ops academic, pre-college, and career pro-
grams through community partnerships.   A 
professor of American Studies and widely 
published scholar of American race rela-
tions and social movements, he received 
his Ph. D. from Northwestern University as 
a Presidential Fellow. 

• Lehman’s Open Educational Resources/Counselor Presentation

• Pelham Art Center Registration/BAE Appoints Board Chair

• Sanitation Appoints First Deputy Commissioner

Assembly Speaker Heastie to teach at Monroe College 
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Do you sit in front of a 
computer at your work for 
long periods of time? 

This can be really hard 
on your body. You may have 
pain, stiff joints or tight mus-
cles after you sit for a while. 

Try these tips to help you 
sit the right way. This will 
support and protect your 
body:

1. Put your feet fl at on the 
fl oor so your knees are level 
with your hips. You may need 
to use a footrest if your feet 
don’t touch the fl oor.

2. Sit all the way back in 

your chair. Be aware of your 
posture. Keep your stomach 
muscles tight, so your back 
stays straight. Relax your 
shoulders. 

3. Center your body in 
front of your computer screen 
and keyboard. Keep items you 
use often (like your phone or 
stapler) close to your body 
so you don’t have to reach as 
much.

4. Move the arm rests on 
your chair so your elbows 
can rest on them at a 90 de-
gree angle. Your wrists and 
forearms should be straight, 

How to best sit at your desk
not bent, resting in front of 
your keyboard and mouse. 

5. Check how high your 
computer screen is. When 
you look straight ahead, your 
eyes should be level with the 
top third of your screen. Your 
neck and spine should be 
straight. If you need to raise 
your screen, place a book un-
der it. 

To learn more about 
wellness contact the Well-
ness Department at Commu-
nity Healthcare Network at 
(212) 432-8494 or wellness@
chnnyc.org

BY MICHAEL P. MCNERNEY
This Saturday, September 

9, at noon, our association will 
host the Third Annual Coun-
try Club Community Clean 
Up Day. This event is an op-
portunity for our members to 
physically address any con-
cerns of graffi ti, rubbish, or 
street level sanitary issues 
within our community. It has 
been a tremendous success 

for us over the past couple of 
years, and we encourage all 
able members to volunteer by 
contacting our Event Commit-
tee chairwoman Angela Ryan 
at the number listed below. On 
that afternoon volunteers will 
be provided a complimentary 
association T-shirt, along with 
coffee and donuts at registry. 

At the completion of our 
scheduled work the volunteers 
will also be treated to a barbe-

cue on the grounds of the Villa 
Maria Academy at approxi-
mately 4 p.m.. We are also an-
ticipating that guest visitors 
and local media will be attend-

ing this event. 
Therefore, it is once again 

imperative that any and all 
members volunteer to assist 
in any way that they can on 
this day. 

We look forward to seeing 
you there.

The next general meeting 
of our association is sched-
uled for Wednesday, Septem-
ber 27, at 7:30 p.m.. This will 
be our fi rst meeting since our 

summer recess. The meeting 
location is the Villa Maria 
Academy Cafeteria, which is 
located at 3335 Country Club 
Road. 

The association can be 
reached via mail at P.O. Box 
211, Bronx, NY 10465, and via 
telephone at (718) 823-1814. 

Please remember, “Take 
pride in your community; 
your home extends beyond 
your property line!”

BY AL D’ANGELO
Maybe if more history was 

taught in schools and educa-
tors presented facts instead of 
opinion, people would be more 
tolerant of each other. The lu-
natic fringe is now going to 
make all things right by re-
moving the statues of anyone 
they feel represents a past in-
tolerance. 

So let’s do away with Co-
lumbus Day and replace it 
with Indigenous People Day 
as they did in LA. Maybe we 
should take a look at this trade 
off. Let’s take a look at some of 
these indigenous people. The 
world was a far different place 
many years ago. 

Thank God we have evolved 
and hopefully will continue to 
evolve, but to destroy the past 
to insure a better future is in-
sanity. From Alaska to the 
tip of South America Native 
American tribes constantly 
waged war against each other. 
The Jivaros in South Amer-
ica were head hunters who 
shrunk the heads of their en-
emies for trophies. S. C. Gw-
ynne, author of Empire Of 
The Summer Moon about the 

rise and fall of the Coman-
che, says simply: “No tribe 
in the history of the Span-
ish, French, Mexican, Texan, 
and American occupations of 
this land had ever caused so 
much havoc and death. None 
was even a close second. The 
enemies that were not killed 
in battle who were captured 
alive were tortured to death; 
the captive women were gang 
raped. Babies were invariably 
killed.”    

A common method of tor-
ture that was used throughout 
North America was the ritual 
burning of the captive at the 
stake in the middle of the vil-
lage.

Slavery is another deplor-
able issue. It is diffi cult to de-
termine when slavery became 
an important economic factor 
in history. Certainly Africans 
tribes enslaved each other 
from an early date; this is a 
common feature of most soci-
eties pursuing an agriculture 
based on manual labor. By 
about 900 A.D., however, a reg-
ular slave-trade had developed 
between the Niger River Val-
ley and the Muslims of Spain. 

With Africans brought from 
West Africa and Slavs from 
Russia, to the Spanish Muslim 
capital of Cordoba, which be-
came one of the greatest slave-
markets in the world and with 
the decline of Muslim Spain, 
the bulk of this trade shifted 
to East Africa. 

By this time, some people 
of Africa had come to depend 
upon the slave trade, and Zan-
zibar had become the great 
slave emporium. 

Wars between African 
tribes were not fought to kill, 
but to take prisoners who 
could be exchanged with Arab 
slave-traders for imported 
goods. 

It has been estimated that 
25% of the slaves taken out of 
Africa ended up in Muslim 
lands. Even more important, 
this centuries-old trade had 
rooted the institution in the 

African economy and had es-
tablished the general pattern 
of that trade. 

Unfortunately this was a 
condoned practice at the time. 
We must remember it was a 
different time, a time when 
these practices were wide 
spread.  

Maybe all statues of men 
who denied women the right 
to vote should be torn down 
next. Many great people of 
the past took part in practices 
that were acceptable at the 
time but as humanity evolved 
those practices are now seen 
as deplorable. 

We should be looking ahead 
not obsessing over a past that 
cannot be changed. Maybe we 
should turn our righteous in-
dignation to the practice of fe-
male mutilation, or why more 
than one quarter of the women 
in the world do not have the 
same rights as men. Why do 
we not attack starvation or the 
lack of education or violence 
in our communities and the 
silencing of free speech on col-
lege campuses with the same 
vigor as we use to go after stat-
ues? 

It all comes down to We the 
People and we the people don’t 
seem to care enough to stand 
up and say enough. We are let-
ting a small minority with big 
mouths and spineless politi-
cians dictate our future. 

We should take a lesson 
from Texas, they are proud 
they are strong and they are 
working together to help each 
other. Through the devasta-
tion of Harvey they united 
Black, White, Asian, and La-
tino to help each other cope 
with this devastation. The 
eyes of the world are on Texas 
as the eyes of the world were 
on New York on 9/11 when a 
nation came together to morn 
and support each other. Amer-
ica was never more united. 
What Happened? 

We let political correctness 
tear us apart; divide us by race, 
religion and ethnic origin. If 
we do not stand up for each 
other today and support one 
another today its Columbus 
tomorrow it may be George 
Washington, Thomas Jeffer-
son or Martin Luther King. 
It’s time for We the People to 
stand up and say enough.

BY TONY SALIMBENE
Here are our important 

September events.  Please 
try to make it to all of them: 
Wednesday, September 6 at 
7 p.m., Bronx County Legion 
Meeting at Post 620; and Sat-
urday, September 9, 11 a.m. 
to 1 p.m., Town Hall meeting 
with the candidates for city 
council for our district, fo-
cusing on NYC veteran’s is-
sues.

Later that day, head on out 
to the Hawkins Post 156 on 
City Island Avenue for their 
annual fi sh fry.

Also Sunday, September 
10 at 1 p.m. at Sam Young Post 
620, there will be a showing 
of Ken Burn’s PBS special on 
the Vietnam War, made pos-
sible by the electronics ex-
pertise of our PC Joe Mon-
dello; 

Tuesday, September 11 
we have traditional Patriot 

Day ceremonies; 8:30 a.m. 
at the Jacobi Hospital Me-
morial Garden and 6 p.m. at 
the FDNY monument at East 
Tremont, Throggs Neck; 
Thursday, September 13 we 
have our Department Com-
mander’s Visitation to her 
downstate districts, at 5 p.m. 
dinner at Morris Yacht Club 
on City Island, $40 per person; 
Saturday, September 16, TN 
Memorial Post 1456 will host 
National POW-MIA Night, 7 
p.m.; Sunday, September 17, 
3rd Sunday, Korony Post 253 
meetings resume at Ameri-
can Turners NY, 10:30 a.m. 
coffee, 11 a.m. to noon meet-

ing, lunch follows with a cash 
bar; and Friday, September 
29, Community Board 10 Vet-

erans’ Services Committee at 
7 p.m., Sam Young 620.

Until next time: We will 

repeat this info next time, 
not lazy, just want to make 
sure everyone gets it! 
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* Cash or debit only on featured items. No mix & match on sale items. We will match printed prices from other NewYork City liquor stores. 
Coupon must be present at checkout. Webprices not accepted. Not responsible for typographical errors. Prices Expire 09/21/2017.

BRING IN THIS AD AND

GET 50 POINTS
($2 OFF) with Membership Card

Jam Jar 
Red & 
White  
750 ML

$599

Roscato 
Red  
750 ML

$849

Bartenurra 
Moscato  
750 ML

$1099

Santa 
Margherita 
Pinot Grigio  
750 ML

$1999

Mionetto 
Prosecco  
750 ML

$1099

LaMarca 
Prosecco  
750 ML

$1249

Indaba 
Sauvignon 
Blanc  
750 ML

$699

Casal 
Garcia 
Vinho Verde  
750 ML

$599

Whispering 
Angel 
Rose  
750 ML

$1599

Gerard 
Bertrand Cotes 
Des Roses 
Rose  750 ML

$1349

Hennessy 
VS 
Cognac  
750 ML

$3299

42 Below 
Vodka  
1 L

$999

Tito’s 
Vodka  
1.75 L

$2999

Ciroc 
Summer 
Colada 
750 ML

$3799

Bacardi 
Light & Gold 
Rum  
1.75 L

$1799

Dewars 
Scotch  
1.75 L

$3199

Johnnie 
Walker 
Black 
1.75 L

$6199

Patron 
Roca 
Silver  
750 ML

$5280

Remy Martin 
VSOP
Cognac  
750 ML

$3999

Johnnie Walker 
Blue
Scotch  
750 ML

$16499

New 
Amsterdam 
Vodka
1.75 L

$1799

Wine and Spirits
Discount Warehouse

WE WILL MATCH PRINTED PRICES FROM OTHER NEW YORK CITY LIQUOR STORES

*80722* 80722

750 ml

$22999

ARMAND DE 
BRIGNAC
ACE OF SPADES 

CHAMPAGNE BRUT 

Bring this ad for amazing 
DISCOUNTS this week!
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Born and raised in the Bronx, 13th District City Coun-
cil candidate Mark Gjonaj attributes every success 
he’s had in life to the values his immigrant parents 

taught him.
“They came here with a fourth-grade education and no for-

mal skill-set and were fortunate enough to get work as union 
porters at Jacobi Hospital” said Mark Gjonaj, “teaching us 
that we live in the greatest country in the world, with end-
less opportunities”.

Mark graduated from St. Raymond High School for Boys 
and received his bachelor’s degree from St. John’s Univer-
sity. He founded MP Realty Group, a real estate brokerage 
and property management company, and served as a Com-
missioner of the NYC Taxi and Limousine Commission.

“I got involved in politics five years ago because I wanted 
to give back to the borough and the communities that have 
given so much to my family and I” said Mark Gjonaj. He ini-
tiated the Gjonaj C.A.R.E.S. program which stands for Com-
munity, Accountability, Responsibility, Encouragement and 
Service. 

Gjonaj was elected as a State Assemblyman of the 80th As-
sembly District in 2012 representing more than 126,000 of his 
neighbors. He is proud of the accomplishments in Albany 
which includes expanding funding for public schools to the 
highest levels ever, passing tax-cuts for middle-income fami-

lies to the lowest NYS rate in 60 years and sponsoring rent-
freeze legislation that would keep tenants in their homes.

“I am dedicated to fighting for a brighter future, a safer 
community and a better quality of life for you, your family 
and your neighbors” 

Gjonaj lives in the Pelham Parkway section of The Bronx 
with his wife, Roberta, a public school nurse and two public-
school educated teenage sons Nicholas and Joseph. 

Mark Gjonaj is seeking the Democratic nomination in the 
primary election on Tuesday, September 12th.

Mark Gjonaj
A family man raised in the Bronx

ADVERTISEMENT

PAID FOR BY NEW YORKERS FOR MARK GJONAJ
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MARK IS ENDORSED BY:

DEMOCRAT MARK GJONAJ IS PROUDLY ENDORSED BY: 
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To Place Your Ad
Call 718-260-4595LEGAL NOTICES

LEGAL NOTICE

S SSHOP OUR CLASSIFIED 
PAGES EVERY WEEK AND 

SAVE MONEY

That’s the Petro promise.

The best value 
for heating oil. 

*$100 heating oil credit available for new automatic delivery customers only, delivered as an account credit and subject to 
credit approval. Additional terms and conditions apply. Cannot be combined with any other offer. Offer expires 3/31/18. 

Nassau Lic. No. H3600630000. Suffolk Lic. No. 3134-P, 2901-RE. NYC Lic. No. 1314079. ©2017 Petro. P_17448

1.855.857.3690
Call now for this special offer!

petro.com
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(l-r) Goldin Martinez, Get Focused CEO; Councilman Andy King; Deputy Borough President Aurelia Greene; Senator 
Jamaal Bailey and George Hulse, Healthfi rst Community Engagement vice president got into the school spirit. 
 Photo by Edwin Soto

(l-r) Chanel Davis, Christina and Gabriella Davis had a great time at the fair.
 Photo by Edwin Soto

Borough President Ruben Diaz, Jr. hosted his annual Back to School Literacy and Health Fair on Saturday, August 26 at Pablo Casals Middle School 181. Co-sponsored by Montefi ore, 92.3 
AMP Radio, Healthfi rst, the event featured school supply and backpack giveaways courtesy of MetroPCS and FreshDirect; chess games provided by the Young Kings and Queens Chess 
Club and performances by New York University’s Ed Sullivan Fellows Program, Mind-Builders Creative Arts Center and Rob Salese and EC Salsero.

DIAZ HOSTS BACK TO SCHOOL HEALTH FAIR

Borough President Ruben Diaz, Jr. 
hosted Mayor de Blasio during the 
borough president’s weekly Sum-
mer Concert Series at Orchard 
Beach on Sunday, August 27. Dur-
ing the visit, the duo discussed 
plans for the historic Orchard 
Beach Pavilion’s forthcoming ren-
ovation. Diaz, de Blasio, Governor 
Cuomo and Assembly Speaker Carl 
Heastie have combined to provide 
$50 million in capital funding to-
wards the renovations.

DIAZ, DE BLASIO
 TOUR ORCHARD 

BEACH

In honor of the new school year, 
the Fordham Road Business Im-
provement District hosted a spe-
cial edition of its monthly Fordham 
Fever Fridays on Friday, Septem-
ber 1 at Muller Park and Plaza. 
Under the theme of ‘Minds Under 
Construction,’ the exciting event 
helped prepare students’ return to 
the classroom with engaging art, 
science and physical education 
activities available for families 
throughout the day.

FORDHAM FEVER’S
 ‘MINDS UNDER 
CONSTRUCTION’

Jesus Mazyck sported a frighteningly awe-
some face paint design. Photo by Miriam Quin

Mr. and Mrs. Maldonado sold amazing pina colandas to customers. 
 Photo by Miriam Quin

Borough President Diaz (front, l) and Mayor de Blasio (front, r) joined concert revelers in celebrating summer at the Bronx Riviera. 
 Photo courtesy of Borough President Ruben Diaz’s Offi ce
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10% OFF 
ALL ONLINE ORDERS 

ORDER ONLINE
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Silver Beach residents of all ages had a blast celebrating their neighborhood’s Labor Day Weekend sports competition from Friday, September 1 through Sunday, September 
3. The sportingly good time featured swimming and kayak races, a superhero themed sand castle contest, orange gathering, tug-of-war, egg toss, rock putt, a triathlon, go 
cart races, Yenchik Long Distance and Noonan Half Mile run, volleyball, horseshoes, adult and kids corn hole tournament, a scavenger hunt, a movie night and golf.

Silver Beach HostsSilver Beach Hosts

Labor Day Weekend GamesLabor Day Weekend Games

(l-r) Maddie, Mia, Isabel, Cristina, 
Lauren and Megan built a Batman 
Castle. Photo by Silvio Pacifi co

Lilianna (l) and Gabe planned on constructing 
a massive sand castle. Photo by Silvio Pacifi co

Wonder Woman Mia Tierney earned 
fi fth place in this year’s triathlon. 
 Photo by Silvio Pacifi co

Connor Mulligan (l) and Anthony Ra-
nieri made good time in their Green 
Lantern go cart. 
 Photo by Silvio Pacifi co

Kate Tiernan won this year’s 8-year-
old girls swimming competition. 
 Photo by Silvio Pacifi co

Sean Tiernan patrolled the beach from 
his paddle board. Photo by Silvio Pacifi co

Ava wanted some help building her 
sand castle. Photo by Silvio Pacifi co

Shane Sullivan enjoyed the orange 
gathering contest. 
 Photo by Silvio Pacifi co
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TOO HOT TO COOK?
LET BRADYS’ DO IT FOR YOU!

 | Now Delivering to the Beach Clubs

MONDAY, TUESDAY, WEDNESDAY NIGHT

JOIN US FOR
WING NIGHTS 25¢ WINGS

TRY OUR DELICIOUS 
ANGUS RIB EYE & SHELLSTEAKS!

Order Your Wings For Any 
Event On Our Wing Hotline

1-718-HOT-WING

CATERING 
AVAILABLE 

FOR ALL 
BOROUGHS

TRY OUR DELICIOUS 
FRESH CLAMS ON THE HALF 

SHELL, BAKED CLAMS, FRESH 
MUSSELS, SHRIMP, SURF AND 

TURF AND MORE

FROM THE SEA

Thursday Nights
Surf & Turf Night

Lobster Tail & Shell Steak

Order Brady’s To Go @ www.pjbradystogo.com

BRADY’S 
IS NOW DELIVERING 

7 DAYS A WEEK
THROUGH 

Starting at 1130 am Mon.- thur. 
Sat. and Sunday 12 noon

COME ON IN AND COOL OFF! 
IN OUR NEWLY RENOVATED

DINING ROOM
PERFECT for LARGE DINNER PARTIES

WEDNESDAY NIGHT 
IS PIZZA AND PASTA NIGHT

Pie with pitcher of beer or soda only $20
Pasta night $15.95 

with craft of wine or pitcher soda

ENJOY            BUCKETS 5/$20

PIZZA
SPECIAL

BUY 2
LARGE PIES 
& GET AN ORDER OF WINGS FREE

EAT-IN OR TO GO

FRESH SEAFOOD! MUSSELS AND CLAMS
 WATCH ALL THE GAMES 

 AT BRADY’S
  SUNDAY, MONDAY AND THURSDAY

   MAKE US YOUR 
  NFL HEADQUARTERS

Wings, Mozzarella Sticks, Pizza, Chicken Fingers & Much More....
Have Your NFL Football Fantasy Draft At Brady’s! Call For Information!
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Action
Association

Holy Rosary Parish’s 
Dinner Dance Oct. 22

Holy Rosary Parish’s  
92nd Anniversary Dinner 
Dance will be held on Sun-
day, October 22, from 5:30 
to 10:30 p.m. at the Marina 
del Rey.

Ticket costs $90 per per-

son.
Call the rectory at (718) 

379-4432 and leave your 
name and telephone num-
ber. The Dinner Dance 
Committee will get back to 
you.

 In February, Assembly-
man Jeffrey Dinowitz  along 
with his colleagues Con-
gressman Adriano Espail-
lat, Senator Jeffrey Klein, 
Councilman Andrew Cohen, 
former Community Board 8 
chair Dan Padernacht and 
community residents stood 
at the intersection of Heath 
Avenue and Fort Indepen-
dence Street to bring atten-
tion to dangerous conditions 
at the intersection and to 
highlight Ft. Independence’s 
lack of adequate pedestrian 
safety measures. 

Deputy Inspector O’Toole 
and Detective Mindy Ramos 
from the 50th Precinct were 
also present at the event as 
well as local community ad-
vocate and member of FIPNA 
Jordan Moss. 

Previously, a stop sign 
was located on the east side 
of Heath Avenue for north-
bound traffi c right before 
Heath Avenue intersects 
with Fort Independence 
Street.  There was also a 

DOT installs traffi c lights at dangerous intersection
yield sign on the west side 
of Fort Independence Street 
for southbound traffi c right 
before Fort Independence 
Street turn into Heath Av-
enue. Even with the yield 
sign and stop sign, the three 
way y-shaped intersection at 
Heath Avenue and Fort Inde-
pendence was dangerous.

 Parents and students 
walking across the intersec-
tion to P.S. 360 were forced 
to put up with unsafe traffi c 
conditions and drivers must 
take precautions to be wary 
of pedestrians that were pre-
viously forced to run and 
weave between cars without 
a traffi c light and without 
crosswalks.

 Dinowitz and his col-
leagues asked that the De-
partment of Transportation-
install traffi c signals and 
additional crosswalks to im-
prove safety. The DOT agreed 
to conduct a thorough review 
of the entire corridor. After 
fi nishing the review, DOT in-
stalled traffi c lights at what 

used to be only a yield sign. 
The traffi c lights began op-
erating as of yesterday and 
crosswalks are expected to 
be installed soon.

 “I am very pleased that 
the DOT heeded the calls 
from the community and 
from elected offi cials to do 
something to make this com-
munity safer. Children and 
parents walking their chil-
dren to and from P.S. 360 
shouldn’t have to run across 
the street to make it safely to 
school or back home or to lo-
cal after school programs” 
said Dinowitz “With these 
new lights, pedestrians don’t 
have to be exposed to un-
necessary danger just to go 
about their daily lives with 
their children.

 “Keeping our children 
safe is a priority that we all 
share,” said Espaillat. “I 
commend the Department of 
Transportation for hearing 
our calls to increase street 
safety and pedestrian safety 
at the busy Ft. Independence 

and Heath Avenue crossing 
in the Bronx. I commend As-
semblyman Dinowitz for urg-
ing this immediate action 
and for his efforts to keep 
our community safe.” 

 “The installation of a 
traffi c light at Fort Indepen-
dence Street and Heath Av-
enue is a tremendous step to 
improving the safety of pe-
destrians and drivers who 
navigate the tricky inter-
section. This was a neces-
sary measure given its close 
proximity to P.S. 360. I look 
forward to freshly painted 
crosswalks, which will fur-
ther bolster safety for the 
community,” said Klein. 

 “I am grateful to the DOT 
for taking the proper steps to 
make the community safer,” 
said Cohen. “This inter-
section is used by so many 
members of the community 
including seniors and chil-
dren. It’s on us to make sure 
we have the proper measures 
in place to keep them safe.”

 The new traffi c signal at 

Fort Independence Street and 
Heath Avenue will greatly 
enhance safety at this dan-
gerous and complicated in-
tersection,” said Commu-
nity Board 8 chair Rosemary 
Ginty.

 “After months of focus 
and persistence -- gather-
ing petition signatures, at-
tending Community Board 
8 Transportation Commit-
tee meetings and working 
closely with community and 
political leaders -- we are 
grateful, and relieved, that 
street lights and crosswalks 
have been installed at what 
was the dangerous, scary in-
tersection of Fort Indepen-
dence Street and Heath Ave-
nue,” said Moss, a member of 
the community organization 
FIPNA (Fort Independence 
Park Neighborhood Associa-
tion).  “It has already made 
the area incredibly safer. 
Thanks to Assemblyman Di-
nowitz for organizing a key 
press conference and staying 
in close touch with DOT.”

BY FRANK V. VERNUCCIO, JR.
A substantial portion of the 

downturn in the middle class 
has been the loss of steady, 
well-paying jobs in the manu-
facturing sector.

According to the Alliance 
for American Manufacturing 
“Over 63,000 factories have 
closed since 2001, and 5.1 mil-
lion manufacturing jobs have 
been lost since 2000. President 
Bill Clinton dramatic altera-
tion in trade relations with 
China bears a great deal of re-
sponsibility for the manufac-
turing employment exodus. 
His “U.S.-China Relations Act 
of 2000” granted permanent 
normal trade relations with 
China…It is reasonable to ask 
why Clinton advocated a mea-
sure that clearly would harm 
industrial workers.”

Michael Bargo, Jr., writing 
in the American Thinker  be-
lieves the problem began early 
in the Clinton presidency, on 
May 28, 1993, he issued Exec-
utive Order 12850, which “il-
legally shifted the decision-
making role [about China’s 
trade status] to the Secretary 
of State… Clinton’s Executive 
Order was issued at a time 
when the U.S.-China trade def-
icit was only $18 billion a year. 
In 2015 the defi cit was $367 bil-
lion.”

Bargo provides a suggested 
motive for the odd move: “just 
as the Clinton Foundation has 

been linked to relationships 
Hillary had to her speech pay-
ers and donors, Bill Clinton’s 
decision to send jobs to China 
by permanently controlling its 
MFN status has been linked to 
campaign donations. Boeing 
Company wanted the EO. Boe-
ing was the parent company of 
the Loral Corporation, which 
donated $100,000 to the Dem-
ocratic National Committee 
in June, 1994, according to a 
Washington Post report at the 
time. A nice reward to Clinton 
for his MFN status change. 
The Loral Corporation is a ma-
jor developer of missile fl ight 
control software and at the 
time they wanted to launch 
satellites from China. Boeing 
also owned McDonnell-Doug-
las which in 1994 made an 
agreement with China to open 
a parts factory in Beijing. If 
this all seems oddly similar 
to the deals Hillary made with 
foundation campaign donors, 
well, that’s because it is.”

There is some slight cause 
for optimism, though.  AP  re-
ported in May that Ameri-
can industry expanded pro-
duction in June at the fastest 
pace in more than three years. 
President Trump’s emphasis 
on U.S. manufacturing, and 
his rejection of extremist en-
vironmental policies, par-
ticularly regarding coal, are 
bright spots.

Another factor detrimen-

tally affecting the middle class 
is America’s high corporate 
tax rate, which has chased 
jobs offshore. The Daily Sig-
nal  notes that “The U.S. cor-
porate tax rate is the highest 
in the developed world—by a 
long shot. At 39.1 percent (35 
percent federal rate plus the 
average of state rates), it re-
mains substantially higher 
than the Organization for Eco-
nomic Co-operation and Devel-
opment average of 25 percent. 
Combined with the ‘world-
wide” tax system’ employed 
by the U.S. (where companies’ 
overseas income is taxed when 
they return it to this country) 
the excessively high corporate 
tax rate poses serious prob-
lems for the American econ-
omy.”

The fi nal nail in the middle 
class coffi n came courtesy of 
Obamacare.

Alexander Hendrie, writ-
ing for The Hill explained that 
“ObamaCare imposed a long 
list of taxes that directly hit 
middle class families. Further, 
the ACA legislation increased 
medical costs overall for mid-
dle class Americans.  It also 

harmed middle class-owned 
businesses. “the 3.8 percent 
net investment income tax on 
capital gains and dividends…
hits many small businesses 
organized as pass-through en-
tities that fi le as individuals, 
increasing their top federal 
rate to almost 45 percent.”

Zero Hedge  reports that 
“Per the Wall Street Journal, 
since 2007 middle class fami-
lies have been forced to in-
crease the share of their over-
all spending on healthcare by 
nearly 25% while cutting back 
massively on other necessities 
to cover the difference.”

In July, The Wall Street 
Journal reported that “Thanks 
to the ACA, hiring the 50th 
full-time employee effectively 
costs another $70,000 a year on 
top of the normal salary and 
benefi ts. Many business own-

ers have described how this 
penalty prevents them from 
hiring and has caused them 
to reduce work hours to below 
the full-time threshold…Many 
businesses, when they do not 
offer coverage, keep their pay-
rolls just below 50 full-time em-
ployees and thereby narrowly 
escape the ACA’s penalty…. 
the businesses employing just 
fewer than 50 often said the 
ACA caused them to hire less 
and cut hours below the full-
time threshold. The penalty 
caused payrolls to shrink or 
prevented them from grow-
ing. Nationwide, we estimate 
the ACA-inspired practice of 
keeping payrolls below 50 has 
cost roughly 250,000 jobs. This 
does not count jobs lost when 
businesses close … or shrink 
because of other ACA incen-
tives.”



BRONX TIMES REPORTER, SEPTEMBER 8-14, 2017 51  BTR

Delivery Service Available

10
PLASMA TVs

CHECK OUT OUR MENU ON-LINE AT:
WWW.WICKEDWOLFNY.COM

Restaurant & Bar
4029 East Tremont A 0

The Wicked Wolf

We Now Deliver 7 Days A Week!

Party
at the

barn
TENT

Saturday, October 7, 2017
1 pm – 10 pm

Under Our BIG TOP TENT!

FEATURING

COUNTRY FRESH

HILLBILLY PARADE

FRIDAY
SATURDAYDJ’S

INQUIRE ABOUT OUR  PARTY ROOM.

OUTDOOR CAFE

NOW OPEN

Whiskey’s edge band
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The New York City Department 
of Sanitation announced the second 
round of dates for the Department’s 
SAFE (Solvents, Automotive, Flamma-
bles, and Electronics) Disposal events. 
The events provide City residents with 
a one-stop drop-off to safely dispose of 
potentially harmful household prod-
ucts. The fi rst round of events were 
held in the spring. 

Household products such as pesti-
cides, strong cleaners, mercury-con-
taining devices, paints, automotive fl u-
ids, and medications may be brought 
to the drop-off events. Residents can 
also bring electronics, which may no 
longer be left for curbside collection 
due to a New York state law.

The event will be held on Saturday, 
October 7, at the Orchard Beach Park-
ing Lot; follow Park Drive to the end.

All events are rain or shine, from 10 
a.m. to 4 p.m. 

Examples of Accepted Items
• Automotive products such as mo-

tor oil, transmission fl uid, and auto 
batteries 

• Personal care items like unwanted 
medicines or cosmetics 

• Thermometers 
• Syringes (clearly labeled and 

packaged in a “sharps” container or 

Sanitation SAFE Disposal schedule
other leak proof, puncture-resistant 
container) 

• Household products such as pesti-
cides, paint, hazardous cleaners, com-
pact fl uorescent light bulbs 

• Electronics, such as computers, 
televisions, and printers.

To identify harmful products, look 
for items marked DANGER, WARN-
ING, POISON, or CAUTION. Bring 
other materials stored in your home 
that you know may be harmful. Only 
NYC residential waste will be ac-
cepted. Materials collected are either 
recycled, blended for fuel, or sent to 
licensed hazardous waste treatment 
facilities for safe disposal. Electron-
ics are responsibly recycled or refur-
bished for reuse through e-cycleNYC.

Unwanted medications are man-
aged by environmental police and in-
cinerated to prevent unintentional poi-
sonings or entry into the water supply. 

DSNY relies on several partners to 
make these events a success, including 
the NYC Department of Parks and Rec-
reation, Floyd Bennett Field, Covanta 
Energy, Electronic Recyclers Interna-
tional, and Veolia ES Technical Solu-
tions.

Visit www.nyc.gov/safedisposal or 
contact 311 for more information.

St. Catharine Academy announced 
the following alumnae have been ap-
pointed to the Board of Trustees:  
Rosa Romeo, a life-long resident of the 
Bronx and Professor of Accounting 
at the Fordham University Gabelli 
School of Business, and Paula Vuk-
sic, a partner and tax specialist at the 
accounting fi rm Citrin Cooperman.  
Vuksic has served on the school’s Fi-
nance Committee since 2012.

Rosa Romeo and Paula Vuksic view 
serving on the Board of Trustees as an 
opportunity to give back to SCA.  “I 
love the chance to give back by lending 
my accounting and leadership skills,” 
said Romeo.  “I am thrilled to have the 
opportunity to serve on the St. Catha-
rine Academy Board of Trustees and 
put my knowledge to use.”

In many ways Paula Vuksic 
equates her successes in life with 
what St. Catharine Academy taught 
her. “The knowledge I gained and 
the experiences that shaped me in 
high school were the cornerstone of 
my successes later in life,” she said. 
“What I fi nd especially meaningful 
is having the opportunity to become 
a part of that foundation for future 
generations.  Business acumen and 
fi nancial knowledge are fundamental 
to professional success and I want to 
be able to give back some of the spe-
cialized knowledge that I have accu-
mulated through my education and 

Alumnae join St. Catharine 
Academy Board of Trustees

life experiences.”
Trustee reappointments include 

Sr. Ann Veronica Bivona, RSM, Prin-
cipal, St. Margaret Mary School, 
Bronx; the Hon. Denis J. Boyle, Act-
ing Supreme Court Justice, Bronx 
County Supreme Court; Kamali Haw-
thorne O’Meally, Senior Vice Presi-
dent, Citi; Nancy Platoni Poli, CFO 
and Director of Administration, Col-
lege of Westchester; Brendan P. We-
iden, P.E., Partner, Jaros, Baum, and 
Bolles; Margaret Myhan, President, 
Our Lady of Mercy Academy, Syosset, 
NY; and Maureen Doran-Houlihan, 
Vice President, Global Development 
and Learning Technologies, Master-
Card Worldwide.

ROSA ROMEO
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We’ll help take the mystery 
out of cremation.

Family Owned & Operated for over 60 years
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RHYMES 
WITH CRAZY

BronxNet viewers can go 
to the polls to vote in the pri-
mary elections on Septem-
ber 12, knowing that they’ve 
heard directly from the can-
didates via debates, inter-
view programs, and more on 
BronxNet.

 The series of debates were 
produced in partnership with 
the League of Women Voters 
NYC, the Bronx Times Re-
porter, the Bronx Free Press 
and the Norwood News.

 The debates were special 
episodes of BronxTalk, mod-
erated by veteran Bronx-
Talk Host/Journalist Gary 
Axelbank. Special episodes 
of BronxNet’s In the District 
program, hosted separately 
by Javier Gomez, Gary Axel-
bank and Daren Jaime fea-
ture in-depth discussions 
with candidates, and, a NYC 
Votes Video Voter Guide fea-
tures individual candidates 
speaking directly to the cam-

era to explain why they be-
lieve they are the best candi-
date. 

The debates, interviews 
and Video Voter Guide all 
provide viewers with the can-
didates’ views on a range of 
topics from housing to edu-
cation, election policies, im-
migration, economic develop-
ment and much more.

 Districts and candidates 
included in the debate lineup 
were as follows:

· CD 8: Robert Rodriguez 
and Tamika Mapp

· CD 13: Mark Gjonaj, John 
C. Doyle, Alex A. Gomez, Vic-
tor R. Ortiz, Egidio Semen-
tilli and Marjorie Velazquez

· CD 14: Fernando Ca-
brera, Randy D. Abreu and 
Felix Perdomo

· CD 18: Michael Beltzer, 
Amanda C. Farias, Elvin 
Garcia and William Russell 
Moore

 To date, all debate par-

ticipants also participated 
in interviews on In the Dis-
trict. Senator Ruben Diaz Sr., 
a candidate in the CD 18 race 
and Diana Ayala, a candidate 
in the CD8 race are also fea-
tured in In the District inter-
views. In the District hosts 
also interviewed CD 12 candi-
dates Andy King, Karree-Lyn 
Gordon and Pamela Hamil-
ton-Johnson, and CD 17 can-
didates Rafael Salamanca Jr. 
and Helen Hines.

“We are producing de-
bates, interviews and other 
voter literacy programs to 
keep Bronxites informed 
about the races and in touch 
with the candidates. We are 
pleased to work with our part-
ners the League of Women 
Voters NYC, the Bronx Times 
Reporter, the Bronx Free 
Press and the Norwood News, 
all of whom share that same 
commitment to bringing you 
important information that 

serves as anchors for your de-
cision making,” said Bronx-
Net executive director Mi-
chael Max Knobbe.

The BronxTalk debates, 
In the District interviews 
and Video Voter Guide are 
all part of Your Voice Your 
Vote, a voter education block 
of programming being broad-
cast on BronxNet channel 
67-Optimum and 33-Fios, on 
Friday, September 8 to Satur-
day September 9 from 11 p.m. 
to 6:30 a.m.; Saturday, Sep-
tember 9 from 2 to 9:30 p.m.; 
Sunday, September 10 from 9 
a.m. to 4:30 p.m. and Monday, 
September 11 from 11 a.m. to 
5 p.m. The seven-plus hours 
Your Voice Your Vote voter 
education block will feature 
programs in the following or-
der:

· In The District: CD 13 (60 
minutes)

· BronxTalk: CD 13 (60 
minutes)

· In The District: CD 18 (60 
minutes)

· BronxTalk: Cd 18 (29 
minutes)

· In The District: CD 14 (29 
minutes)

· BronxTalk: CD 14 (60 
minutes)

· In The District: CD 8 (29 
minutes)

· BronxTalk: CD 8 (29 min-
utes)

· In The District: CD 12 
and 17 (60 minutes)

· Video Voter Guide: (19 
minutes)

 BronxNet programs six 
channels – 33, 34, 35, 36, 37 
and 38 on the Verizon FiOs 
system and six channels – 
67, 68, 69, 70, 951 and 952 – on 
the Optimum system in the 
Bronx. 

BronxNet’s ultra-local 
programming helps connect 
the Bronx with the world 
while our training programs 
and

BronxNet NYC Council debates inform voters

It all began when a neigh-
bor of fi lmmaker Scott Ham-
ilton Kennedy’s sent a text 
asking if she could borrow 
some organic milk. 

Kennedy texted back, 
“You can borrow some milk, 
but I don’t have organic.”

The friend politely de-
clined, which set Kennedy to 
thinking. His family drank 
conventional milk. Did that 
make him a dad who didn’t 
care about his kids’ safety, 
or the environment?

That would be odd, since 
he was nominated for an Os-
car for his fi lm about a com-
munity garden blooming in 
South Central Los Angeles, 
So it’s not like he didn’t care 
about food, or farming, or 
bettering the world. 

It was fortuitous, then, 
that just as he was process-
ing these ideas about how 
organic produce had become 
almost like a secret hand-
shake among his “well-edu-
cated and well-intentioned” 
friends — something they 
all shared, and trusted — 
he was approached by the 
Institute of Food Technolo-
gists, a group of 18,000 food 
scientists. They wanted him 
to make a movie celebrating 
their 75th anniversary.

The idea was to somehow 
illustrate the intersection 
of food and science. Even-

tually Kennedy and his fellow 
producer, Trace Sheehan, a 
Brooklynite, decided to delve 
into a single issue: GMOs, or 
genetically modifi ed organ-
isms. That is, plants where a 
geneticist has taken DNA from 
one organism and inserted it 
another to make a food easier 
to grow, or healthier, or har-
dier. 

Like Kennedy’s organic-
only neighbor, many folks con-
sider GMOs “Frankenfood.” 
The Daily Show’s Jon Stewart 
called G-M-O the three scari-
est letters in the language. 
With emotions running so 
high, Kennedy made sure he 
and Sheehan would have com-
plete control over the movie. 
And then they started wading 
into the debate.  

What they found was a war. 
“People were losing their 

minds on both sides and I 
didn’t know that much about 
it,” said Kennedy. But as he 
began interviewing scientists, 
he realized one thing quickly. 
There’s a huge disconnect be-
tween the science world, which 
overwhelmingly believes that 
GMOs are safe, and the public, 
which does not.

GMOs are also sort of a 
placeholder for a lot of other is-
sues the public has with food.

“I feel like so many people 
who are skeptical of [GMOs] 
sort of lump together a hodge-

podge of arguments as if it’s 
one monolithic entity,” said 
Sheehan in a phone inter-
view. There are the people who 
think we’re growing too much 
corn, and the people who hate 
the company Monsanto (ignor-
ing that farmers choose to buy 
the results of Monsanto’s re-
search). There are the people 
who want sustainable agricul-
ture but don’t take into account 
the fact that organic farming 
can sometimes require more 
land, water, or pesticides than 
GMOs. 

To see the debate in action, 
Kennedy’s crew fl ew to Uganda 
where the banana crop is dy-
ing due to a rotting disease. A 
genetically modifi ed banana 
plant is being developed by 
public sector scientists there, 

and the farmers are desper-
ate to start growing it. In the 
movie we meet a mom and her 
children who all survive on 
the banana crop grown on her 
small farm. When the trees 
die, we grimly understand, so 
will her kids.

The tree-saving modifi ca-
tion has nothing to do with 
profi t, America, or big agricul-
ture. It is simply a scientifi c ad-
vance. 

“We’ve been screening our 
fi lm a while, and we ask be-
fore and after the fi lm, ‘Who 
has concern about the safety 
of GMOs?’ And we see time 
and again, [the fi lm] is chang-
ing minds,” said Sheehan. “No 
one says the farmers in Africa 
shouldn’t have the right to 
grow that genetically modifi ed 
banana.” 

And no one thinks it is go-
ing to hurt them, or should be 
shunned in favor of organic ba-
nanas.

And now that audiences 
agree that there’s at least one 
benefi cial use of genetic modi-
fi cation, said Sheehan, “That’s 
a new place to start the conver-
sation from.”

Neil deGrasse Tyson nar-
rates the fi lm, “Food Evo-
lution,” and having such a 
prominent scientist on board 
underscores the fi lmmakers’ 
message. When people ask 
Kennedy, “Are you really pro-

GMO?’” he responds: “I am 
pro-science.”

After the movie, I tried 
having a pro-science con-
versation myself. My hus-
band and I saw the fi lm in 
Manhattan. There were 
precisely four people in the 
theater. As we were leav-
ing, I saw two young men 
going up the stairs and said, 
“Wasn’t that amazing?”

“What?” they asked.
“The GMO movie.”
“We didn’t see that! 

GMOs are terrible! Mon-
santo! Cancer! Only or-
ganic…” 

So I quickly mentioned 
just one fact I’d learned 
from the fi lm: If we want 
to have enough food to feed 
the 30 billion people soon to 
inhabit the planet and we 
only grow organically, we’ll 
have to chop down the rain 
forest to turn it into farm-
land. 

“But if we grow GMO 
crops that need less space 
and less water, the rain for-
est is safe.”

That started a conversa-
tion.

Let’s hear it for more of 
those.

Skenazy is founder of 
Free-Range Kids, a con-
tributor to Reason.com and 
author of “Has the World 
Gone Skenazy?” 

What’s so bad about making food easier to produce?
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John McEnroe demonstrated proper tennis racquet techniques to the youth. 
 Photo courtesy of SPORTIME Randall’s Island

Tennis superstars John and Patrick McEnroe hosted 50 south Bronx and east Harlem young-
sters on Tuesday, August 22 at Harlem’s Frederick Johnson Playground for academy schol-
arship tryouts.

TENNIS STARS HOST YOUTH SCHOLARSHIP TRYOUTS

(l-r) National Guard Counter Drug Task Force’s sergeants Haoyi You and Oscar Ponce; Rich 
Sherman from Forward South Bronx Coalition; Steven Fusco from OASAS; Valerie White from 
NYS Department of Health; Senator Klein; Eneida Diaz from NYS OASAS and Cedric McClester, 
Forward South Bronx Coalition founder and chairman emeritus. Photo by Silvio Pacifi co

In honor of International Overdose Awareness Day, Senator Jeff Klein and Councilman Ra-
fael Salamanca joined members from NYS Offi ce of Alcoholism and Substance Abuse Ser-
vices, NYS Department of Health and Forward South Bronx Coalition to host a free naloxone 
training on Thursday, August 31 at Urban Health Plan on 1065 Southern Boulevard.

KLEIN, SALAMANCA HOST NALOXONE TRAINING

Over 100 people attended the Schuyler Hill Civic Association’s Summer Olympics on Saturday, August 26.  The sporting event featured over ten contests including a three legged race, 
swimming race and orange gathering contest among others.

SCHUYLER HILL CIVIC HOSTS SUMMER OLYMPICS

(l-r) Phil Salveggi, Walter Wade, John and Jack Collins had fun participating in the pie eating 
contest. Walter won the contest for the second year in a row. Photo by Fernando Justiniano Participants of all ages received prizes. Photo by Fernando Justiniano

Saks Off Fifth celebrated its Bay Plaza store’s 
grand opening on Thursday, August 31 at 
290 Baychester Avenue, the former home 
of Barnes and Noble. To honor the special 
occasion, the fi rst 50 shoppers who arrived 
between Thursday, August 31 to Monday, 
September 4 received a sweet treat and a 
chance to win a $50 Saks Off Fifth gift card. 
Saks Off Fifth is open Monday through Sat-
urday from 10 a.m. to 9:30 p.m. and Sunday 
11 a.m. to 8 p.m.  

SAKS OFF FIFTH OPENS 
IN BAY PLAZA

Saks store manager Anishka Thwaites (front, 
c), Saks regional vice president Adam Arabi-
an (front, 4th from l), management and staff 
were excited to open their newest store. 
 Photo by Silvio Pacifi co
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Monday, September 11, 
begins the 78th season of 
Parkchester Chorus and the 
third season with director 
Miles Fellenberg. 

Fellenberg came to 
Parkchester Chorus with cre-
dentials that include: staff pi-
anist at the Juilliard School 
and the Aspen Music Festival 
and School, Artistic director 
of the New Jersey Young Art-
ist Piano Competition, being 
on the faculty at the Church 
Street School for Music and 
Art, and currently he is work-
ing on a fellowship with Bos-
ton University.  

At this year’s holiday con-

Parkchester Chorus celebrates 78th season
cert program, the chorus 
will present Benjamin Brit-
ten’s “A Ceremony of Carols,” 
Bach’s “Christmas Oratorio” 
(Part 1) and Saint-Saens: Ora-
torio de Noel.  Last December 
the chorus presented Han-
del’s Messiah and in spring, a 
program entitled, “American 
the Beautiful.”  Both were 
met with accolades from the 
community.

This year Parkchester 
Chorus announces that 
Christian Aquino is return-
ing as Parkchester Chorus’ 
assistant director. Aquino 
has been a member and solo-
ist for many years.  And prior 

to Fellenberg’s tenure as di-
rector, Parkchester Chorus 
benefi tted from the leader-
ship of retired former direc-
tor Lorraine C. Nanko.  This 
spanned 25 years.  Because 
of her, Parkchester Chorus 
is known for its diversity and 
ability to perform a variety of 
kinds of music.

Parkchester Chorus is 
seeking amateur vocalists 
with a love of music, but not 
necessarily the ability to 
read music.  There are open-
ings in all choral voice parts: 
soprano, alto, tenor, bari-
tone and bass.  Make this 
your fi rst season of mem-

bership in Parkchester Cho-
rus.  All are welcome to try-
out Parkchester Chorus, the 
longest running ecumenical 
chorus in the Bronx.  

Parkchester Chorus sea-
son starts, Monday Septem-
ber 11, 7:30 p.m. sharp at the 
First Lutheran Church of 
Throggs Neck, 3075 Baisley 
Avenue.  The First Lutheran 
Church of Throggs Neck is 
accessible from busses run-
ning on East Tremont Avenue 
as well as busses from Pel-
ham Bay Train Station.  Join 
for just $40 a semester and 
celebrate the world’s magnifi -
cent music.  Parkchester Cho-

rus is renowned in the Bronx 
community and performs at 
least two outreach concerts a 
year.  If you are considering 
returning to a chorus or you 
have a dream to be a choral 
singer, this is the chorus that 
could offer the perfect fi t. 

Parkchester Chorus is a 
member of the Bronx Coun-
cil on the Arts and has joined 
with The Bronx Orchestra 
and Riverdale Chorus to 
serve the Bronx community.  
For information: http://www.
parkchesterchorus.org/ or 
write parkchesterchorus.
members@gmail.com; leave 
a message at (718) 320-2790.

BY GENE DEFRANCIS
Our country preaches 

about tolerance and accep-
tance. We should be tolerant 
and accept even those fi lled 
with hate as diffi cult that as 
may be.

Wars have been fought. 
Too many to count. We don’t 
have to accept war as an op-
tion but we do have to accept 
the reality that war exists 
and is apart of our heritage. 
No country is immune to vio-
lence.

Arguing over who caused 
which wars has only lead to 
more war and confl ict. Also, 
a society that forgets its his-
tory is doomed to repeat it. 
Our national fi gures must 
stand and be recognized. Rec-
ognized for their accomplish-
ments and for their fl aws. 
They are not Gods, they are 
men. Men immortalized with 
stone because they are apart 
of our fabric that brought us 
to this point.

As someone who went to 
Columbus High School, a 

school that is within the Al-
lerton community, we stand 
with other organizations that 
wish to preserve his mem-
ory.

We encourage discussion 
and truth to be brought to 
light and the full story. To 
blame genocide on one man 
is disingenuous. We have to 
remember the times in which 
he lived.

The effects of the Crusades 
were still lingering. Spain 
just received its indepen-
dence and drove out eastern 
occupation. They were in an 
unhealthy amount of fear and 
angst and were the most ag-
gressive in spreading Chris-
tianity in the new world. 
Likely believing if they didn’t 
convert these tribes someone 
else would. And they would 
be in threat of being outnum-
bered and occupied again.

We are not discussing 
what is right or wrong. When 
it comes to war very few are 
right and that is why we have 
to prevent war at all cost. Not 

all tribes in the New World 
were peaceful. Not all tribes 
were savages. To paint a 
broad brush leads to ignorant 
facts. Which leads to hate. 
Which leads to war.

We need to do more to pre-
vent war and confl ict. Remov-
ing statues does not solve our 
unemployment issues, our 
healthcare issues, our infra-
structure issues, our educa-
tion issues, nor our housing 
issues.

We need to get our focus 
back on track and come to-
gether to resolve the real 
need of our community. Com-
munication and unity.

We should not be afraid of 
the truth in our statues. We 
should not be afraid of facing 
our past nor the future.

We look forward to march-

ing in this year’s Columbus 
Day parade with our neigh-
bors and those of Italian 
heritage. Just like we stood 
shoulder to shoulder with 
other heritage parades some 
deemed as ‘unsafe’ or that 
honored controversial fi g-
ures.

We must celebrate our dif-
ferent cultures and heritages. 
But remember we are one. We 
are all Americans. And here 
we are all Bronxites.

In response to Hurricane 
Harvey we are collecting sup-
plies for those in need and 
organizing a small group 
of volunteers to head down 
there for a week (possibly two 
weeks).

Items we are collecting 
include blankets, towels, dog 
toys, travel hygiene bags, col-
oring books with crayons, 
and diapers size 3 or 4.

We are also collecting 
money for the gas and for 
palletes of water that will be 
wrapped and ready to load 
rather than collecting loose 

cases. Also we will be collect-
ing from local hospitals and 
medical suppliers to collect 
for medical items they will 
need.

You can drop off any of the 
above items Tuesday to Sun-
day 11 a.m. to 7 p.m. at our of-
fi ce at 930 Allerton Avenue. 
Reach out to us if you want to 
volunteer here or in Texas.

We will load the truck and 
leave for Texas on September 
14.

AIM Association Inc is a 
501c3.

We not only care for those 
in our community but when 
our fellow Americans are in 
dire need we will respond as 
well.

Our country is our busi-
ness

Join our Facebook page 
(Allerton International Mer-
chants) Check out our offi ce, 
930 Allerton Avenue, and our 
fundraising items. And as 
always you can email us at 
AllertonMerchants@gmail.
com

BY PAUL GOLLUSCIO
Hello all!
Pay attention, lots of info 

this column.
First, New members, Jo-

seph Lynch, Army, Gulf; 
Efrain Gonzalez Ill, Army, 
Gulf; Demetry Miller, Marine, 
Gulf; and Alejandro Quesada, 
Army, Gulf. Welcome Aboard 
all of you.

The post, through the hard 
work of Joe Mondello will host 
a screening of ‘The Viet Nam 
War’ a one hour presentation 
on Sunday, September 10, be-

ginning at 1:45 p.m., with our 
doors opening at 1 p.m. This is 
a Ken Burns and Lynn Novick  
10-part documentary that will 
air on PBS. It will be shown on 
our new 15-foot screen in John-
son Hall, and is open to the 
community, schools and orga-
nizations. There is no charge.

On Sunday, September 10, 
we at the post will host a BBQ 
at the VA starting at noon. Vol-
unteers, stand by. This is still 
not a chore for us as the affair 
is greatly appreciated by the 
shut-ins at the VA Nursing 

Home.
The Bronx County Visi-

tation by Department com-
mander Rena Nessler, aux-
iliary president, Patricia 
Hennesy  and Department 
S.A.L. commander Bill Clancy 
lll will take place at the Morris 
Yacht Club on City Island at 6 

p.m. on Wednesday, September 
10. There will be a buffet din-
ner with beer, wine and soda, 
a cash bar for hard liquor all 
for $40 per person. Business 
attire is recommended. Call 
Joe Goonan for RSVP by Sep-
tember 7 at (917) 825-9576.

A Town Hall Meeting will 
be held here at the post on 
Saturday, September 9, at 11 
a.m. Come and meet the local 
politicians running for offi ce. 
Again, Call Joe for RSVP at 
the above number.

Last Sunday, we held our 

Labor Day BBQ at the Post 
hosted by the Sons of the Le-
gion. The weather held out as 
God is a Legionnaire.

Trivia Time

WW II began in Europe on 
September 1, 1939.

On the same date in 1985, 
the ‘Unsinkable’ Titanic was 
found 2.5 miles down.

Japan signs the surrender 
aboard the MO at 10:30 a.m. on 
September 2, 1945.

Keep the troops in your 
prayers, take a vet to lunch 
and God bless.

FOR ADVERTISING INFORMATION CALL (718) 260-4593
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Shop In Our 
Classified 

Pages 
and Save 

Money

Cantor Kyle Cherry (front, l) cut the cake at the synagogue’s birthday party. 
 Photo courtesy of Temple Hatikva

Temple Hatikva celebrated its seventh birthday at a special Kiddush on Friday, August 25 
following Shabbat services in Bronx House.

TEMPLE HATIKVA CELEBRATES
SEVENTH BIRTHDAY

WWE-obsessed Clarence Aguiree (l) received an autograph from WWE Superstar Beck Lynch.
 Photo courtesy of Montefi ore Health System

WWE Superstars Becky Lynch, Bayley, Xavier Woods, Big E and Kofi  Kingston along WWE Am-
bassador Dana Warrior visited kids at the Children’s Hospital at Montefi ore on Wednesday, 
August 16 as part of WWE’s SummerSlam Week in the community.The special guests present-
ed surprise WWE gifts to patients who enjoyed WWE themed arts and crafts, face painting 
and a photo booth where they dressed up in WWE attire.

WWE SUPERSTARS VISIT CHAM KIDS

(l-r) Bronx YMCA’s Sharlene Brown, executive director; Rina Izquirdo, adoptive aquatics in-
structor; Lara Stolman, director and producer; Emily Veloz, aquatics instructor and Daniela 
Perez, aquatics instructor. Photo by Walter Pofeldt

The Bronx YMCA hosted an inclusive free screening of its swim team on Saturday, September 2.

BRONX Y CONDUCTS SWIM
TEAM SCREENING

Call 718.260.2555
..to sell your car in our 
CLASSIFIED SECTIONS 
& get...Real Results!
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In anticipation of the up-
coming Jewish New Year 
(Thursday, September 21 and 
Friday, September 22), the 
Bronx Jewish Center has an-
nounced that its High Holi-
day Services will take place 
at the beautiful Bronx Jew-
ish Center.  

“The brightly lit and spa-
cious environment at the 
Jewish Center is a perfect set-
ting for an introspective and 
uplifting service. Our formal 
New Year’s Dinner will kick 
off the year, and our signa-
ture Kiddush luncheons will 
follow both days of services,” 
said the Bronx Jewish Cen-
ter’s co-director, Nechama 
Pewzner.

 The services will be 
warm, welcoming and easy 
to follow, whether ones’ back-
ground in Jewish prayer and 
practice is at a beginners or 
advanced level. 

The Jewish Center’s 
Rabbi, Rabbi Saadia Pewzner, 
shares that the services will 
be “friendly, inviting and 
open to all.” 

 The New York Yankees to-
day announced that the orga-
nization will donate $100,000 
to support the relief efforts as-
sociated with Hurricane Har-
vey with $50,000 going to the 
Red Cross and $50,000 to the 

High Holiday Services at Bronx Jewish Center
The English-Hebrew 

prayer book, helpful insights 
and commentary, will make 
everyone an active partici-
pant. The kids will enjoy an 
interactive children’s pro-
gram.

 “When I attended services 
with the Bronx Jewish Center 
last year, I felt so comfortable 
and at home, even though my 
family was in Israel,” said Zi-
pora Etzion, resident of Pel-
ham Parkway.

 Tickets and membership 
are not needed to join. All 
are welcome, free of charge, 
regardless of background or 
affi liation. Seat reservations 
can be made by emailing of-
fi ce@BronxJewishCenter.org  
or at (718) 812-1701.

 “According to tradition, 
at the New Year, the doors of 
Heaven are open; G-d accepts 
all prayers, from anyone,” 
explains the Rabbi.  “We are 
pleased to announce that our 
doors are open as well to the 
entire community. All are 
invited to feel connected, en-
riched and inspired.”

 Services will be held on 
Rosh Hashanah – the Jewish 
New Year, Thursday, Septem-
ber 21 and Friday, Septem-
ber 22, as well as Yom Kip-
pur – the Day of Atonement 
on Friday, September 29 and 
Saturday, September 30.   The 
services will be held at the 
Bronx Jewish Center, 1969 
Haight Avenue. 

To welcome the Jewish 
New Year, the Bronx Jewish 
Center will be hosting a Rosh 
Hashanah New Year’s Eve 
Dinner on Wednesday, Sep-
tember 20, 6:30 pm. Guests 
will enjoy a four course Holi-
day dinner complete with the 
traditional holiday dishes 
and tantalizing wines to pair 
with each course. RSVP re-
quired.

 For reservations and 
more information for High 
Holiday Services, or about 
the Bronx Jewish Center, 
please call (718) 812-1701 or 
visit BronxJewishCenter.org 
or email offi ce@BronxJew-
ishCenter.org

 In preparation for the 

High Holidays, the Bronx 
Jewish Center will be host-
ing two events open to the 
community. 

On Wednesday, Septem-
ber 13, 7:30 pm, all women are 
invited to join the Women’s 
Circle for an evening titled- 
“Rosh Hashana in an hour.” 
Participants will prepare a 
delicious meal for Rosh Ha-
shana, and master the art of 
cooking a scrumptious holi-
day meal. Refreshments will 
be served. 

RSVP required. Call (718) 
812-1701

On Sunday, September 
17, at 1 p.m., the Bronx Jew-
ish Center is hosting a Sho-
far factory presentation for 
all children in the area. Boys 
and girls of all ages (and their 
families) will have the enjoy 
a hands-on demonstration on 
creating a Shofar. Each child 
will be creating their very 
own shofar! All are welcome 
to join. 

 This event will be held at 
the Bronx Jewish Center, on 
Sunday, September 17, at 1 

p.m.
RSVP at offi ce@BronxJew-

ishCenter.org or call (718) 812-
1701

 Schedule Of 

High Holiday Services

 All services will be held 
at the Bronx Jewish Center, 
1969 Haight Avenue.

 Rosh Hashanah Schedule:  
Wednesday, September 20,  
6:30 p.m.: Evening services 
and welcoming the New Year, 
followed by a Rosh Hasha-
nah New Year dinner. [RSVP 
only].

 THURSDAY, September 
21 and Friday, September 22 
at 10 a.m.: Morning services 
and Sounding of the Shofar, 
followed by a Kiddush Lun-
cheon Buffet

 Yom Kippur Schedule: 
Friday, September 29, 6:30 
p.m.: Evening Services: “Kol 
Nidrei” & Holiday Openin; 

Saturday, September 30, 
10 a.m.: Morning Services, 
including “Yizkor” [Remem-
bering the Departed] at 12:30 
p.m.;  5:30 p.m.:  Ne’ila (Clos-
ing Service) followed by a De-
luxe “Break-Fast” Buffet.

Yankees contribute to hurricane relief efforts
Salvation Army.

 Additionally, the entire 
Yankees Major League roster 
has pledged to collectively do-
nate $9,000 after every win for 
the remainder of the regular 
season.

 “It is vital that we main-
tain our efforts to support the 
countless people and commu-
nities impacted by Hurricane 
Harvey,” said general partner 
vice chairperson Jennifer 
Steinbrenner Swindal. “Our 

thoughts and prayers con-
tinue to be with all those af-
fected by this terrible storm.”

 “Hurricane Harvey was 
a devastating storm that has 
affected so many lives across 
Texas and Louisiana,” said 

Chase Headley. “It’s been in-
spiring to see the overwhelm-
ing number of people who have 
made a positive impact in that 
region as it begins its long re-
covery, and we wanted to play 
a small part in that process.”

BY MARY JANE MUSANO
On Tuesday, September 

12 there will be a Democratic 
primary.  It is crucial that 
you vote for the position of 
city council person if you are 
a registered Democrat.  

Our councilman is very 
powerful and it is very im-
portant that we vote for the 
candidate that will make our 
communities the best that 
they can be.

If you are a registered 
Republican, you will have a 
chance to vote on Tuesday, 
November 7.  

The Republican candidate 
will run against the Demo-
cratic candidate that wins 
the Democratic primary and 
then both Democrats and Re-
publicans will vote for the 
candidate that think is best 
for our community.  

Again, it is very impor-

tant that you cast an educated 
vote on both days. Do not be 
swayed by empty promises, 
gifts and untruths.  Do your 
homework and get the facts 
for yourself.

Next Meeting

Our next meeting will 
take place on Tuesday, Sep-
tember 26 at 7:30 p.m. at the 
First Lutheran Church.  

We will have two guest 
speakers.  Staff from Human 
Scale NYC will be speaking 
about what we can do to curb 
overdevelopment.  

Staff from Comptroller 
Scott Stringer’s offi ce will be 
there to offer help with con-
cerning issues in our com-
munity.  Please invite your 
neighbors to attend.

Breast Cancer

Breast Cancer is the sec-
ond most common cancer 
in women in the U.S. with 
approximately 220,000 new 

cases each year.
There are 40,000 deaths 

related to the disease.  About 
400 men die of breast cancer 
each year as well.

There are many diet, life-
style and environmental fac-
tors that increase a woman’s 
breast cancer risk regardless 
of genetics.  

The good news is that we 
have control over many of 
them, like: smoking, eating 
a meat-based diet, hormone 
replacement therapy, birth 
control pills, lack of exer-
cise, being overweight, alco-
hol consumption, underarm 

deodorants and anti-perspi-
rants, excessive bra wearing, 
use of some hair dyes, use of 
some personal care products 
and even abortions.  All of 
these can increase your risk.

There is a new report in 
the journal of Carcinogene-
sis investigating the link be-
tween increased breast can-
cer risk and the use of hair 
dyes, relaxers, straighteners 
and conditioning creams.  It 
has been known for some 
time that hairdressers have 
an increased risk  of cancer 
due to everyday contact with 
carcinogens in hair products 
and now there is evidence 
that their clients are at risk 
as well.

If preventing or healing 
cancer is a priority for you 
then you may want to con-
sider using less toxic or non-
toxic alternatives for your 
hair dye.  

The following are a few 
brands that have low to zero 
levels of chemicals like PPD, 
ammonia and resorcinol: 
Madison Reed, Henna Color 
Labs, Natulique Zero and 
O&M Original and Mineral.

Research has found that 
many breast tumors contain 
bits of deodorant.  If you are 
looking for non-toxic deodor-
ants you must choose prod-
ucts that are free of para-
bens, sulfates, phthalates 
and aluminum salts.  

Rodale’s Organic Life sug-
gests the following: Schmidt’s 
Deodorants, Nubian Heri-
tage Deodorants, Thinksport 
Natural Deodorants, Korina 
Naturals, Meow Meow Tweet 
Deodorant Stick and Captain 
Blankenship’s Cream De-
odorant.  

All were tested and found 
to keep you smelling fresh. 
Give them a try.
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NYCHA executive vice president for Leased Housing Cathy Pennington (front, c) with Lemle and Wolff Property Management members and Soundview Houses tenants. 
 Photo courtesy of NYCHA

For the fi rst time in 13 years, NYC Housing Authority has received the highest designation from the Department of Housing and Urban Development for its Section 8 program two years in 
a row. This incredible accomplishment was announced on Tuesday, August 29 in a press conference at Soundview Houses, the site of a new project-based development providing housing 
for 86 low-income Bronx elders. 

NYCHA CONFERENCE AT SOUNDVIEW HOUSES

(l-r) Rebecca Ortiz, Senator Klein, Angie Williams and George Calafato enjoyed the concert. Photo by Edwin Soto

Special guests The Chiclettes performed at 
this year’s show starring the Delfonics. 
 Photo by Edwin Soto

The Delfonics and the Chiclettes gave an energetic performance at Senator Jeff Klein’s Summertime Symphonies on Monday, August 28 at Bicentennial Veteran’s Memorial Park.

DELFONICS, CHICLETTES AT VETS MEMORIAL PARK

There was a great deal of summertime fun to 
be had at the Harrington Avenue Block Party 
on Saturday, August 26 at Harrington Avenue 
between Mayfl ower and Edison avenues.

HARRINGTON AVE.
 SUMMER BLOCK

 PARTY

Block party organizers the Franciosa Fam-
ily joined others in celebrating the summer 
season. Photo by Aracelis Batista
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Egidio Joseph Sementilli Victor Ortiz

From page 5

IN THEIR OWN WORDS: 13th CD Q&A
with the Waterbury La-
Salle Community Asso-
ciation. I plan on hosting 
open town hall meetings 
in every community ev-
ery year. This promotes 
accountability and in-
formation being shared 
with everyone.  If we 
need to act on big issues, 
these meetings will pro-
vide the forum to have 
those needed discus-
sions so we can arrive at 
a consensus. 

Gjonaj: When there 
is no clear consensus 
among different par-
ties, I believe it is impor-
tant that we fi rst listen 
to the community, and 
then bring together all 
parties to fi nd where we 
agree and work together 
for solutions. 

As council member, I 
would have met with the 
community board and 
brought in DOT offi cials 
to look at all sides of the 
issue and come up with 
a compromise. 

In regards to P.S. 14, 
we must take into ac-
count whether the sur-
rounding infrastruc-
ture can support new 
construction; otherwise 
any improvements will 
be a detriment to the 
community. 

The community 
board voiced its con-
cerns, but the decision 
was made without tak-
ing their input or the 
needs of the surround-
ing infrastructure into 
consideration. 

Ortiz:   I am against 
any proposed ‘road diet’ 
construction in the com-
munity. It prevents fi rst 
responders from easier 
access to the community. 
Furthermore it creates a 
nightmare for commut-
ers in the neighborhood. 
I would stop all funding 
for such activities.

Sementilli: I have op-
posed the ‘road-diet’ at 
the public hearings for 
the reason that it would 
impede traffi c fl ow. 

I would have handled 
it with complete public 
review and a round ta-
ble with DOT to resolve 
the liability and public 
safety issue in creating 
a better result. 

I agree that we need 
more schools in our 
community. P.S. 14 was 

a planned development 
without prior discus-
sion except for the public 
hearing after the plans 
were drawn. 

The park separat-
ing the private homes 
should have been left 
alone to create a natural 
barrier that had existed 
there for years.  

Velazquez: I believe 
the city should have had 
further dialogue with 
the community on their 
updated plans before 
just starting the project.  

On the P.S. 14 annex, 
I believe our children 
need modern school 
buildings with the nec-
essary classroom and 
extracurricular space, 
and shouldn’t be forced 
into portable trailers in 
a school yard. 

Balancing the vary-
ing concerns of resi-
dents requires listening 
and engaging with all 
sides through multiple 
meetings and conversa-
tions, trying to fi nd con-
sensus. 

BTR: Do you agree 
with Mayor de Blasio’s 
decision to create a panel 
to review possible ‘sym-
bols of hate’ within a 90-
days?  Should the Chris-
topher Columbus statue 
in Columbus Circle be on 
the table for review? 

Doyle: I have no is-
sue with a panel being 
set up to review these 
things but there are far 
more immediate needs 
in this city that need to 
be addressed. 

Gjonaj: Mayor de 
Blasio is right to root 
out symbols of hate. 
However, I am afraid of 
this turning into a witch 
hunt. How will we cre-
ate a score card for the 
accomplishments of his-
torical fi gures? I do not 
think this is the right 
way to help our children 
understand the past. 
I believe we should be 
choosing education over 
destruction.

As an historical fi g-
ure who discovered our 
great country, Christo-
pher Columbus is impor-
tant to American history 
and is a profound fi gure 
in Italian cultural heri-
tage. 

While many could 
have academic discus-
sions on the explorer’s 
record, the idea that 

we should rip down his 
iconic monument is ir-
rational. 

In 1892 President 
Benjamin Harrison offi -
cially recognized Colum-
bus Day on its 400th an-
niversary, encouraging 
Americans to celebrate 
the diversity of Amer-
ica. We should continue 
that sentiment today.

Sementelli: Mayor 
deBlasio is creating a 
panel of hate and sepa-
ration to enhance divi-
sion among our commu-
nities. 

The Columbus statue 
represents pride and it 
must stay. One must re-
member that the statue 
was erected in 1892 af-
ter the largest lynching 
in America, of Italian 
citizens in New Orleans 
(1891). 

Velazquez: I am not 
in favor of removing the 
Columbus Statue in Co-
lumbus Circle. Whether 
we review this issue 
through the mayor’s new 
panel or not, we need to 
consider the context.  

BTR: Recently, some 
developers, including 
Stagg Group, have been 
constructing apartment 
buildings they claim will 
be market rent, then turn 
them into homeless shel-
ters. 

What do you think of 
the city’s policy of leasing 
new buildings to house 
homeless people?

Doyle: I joined Coun-
cilman Andy King for a 
protest outside of Stagg’s 
development on White 
Plains Road recently.  
These ‘bait and switch’ 
tactics absolutely erode 
any sort of trust the 
community hopes to de-
velop during the land-
use process.  

Gjonaj: The commu-
nity must come fi rst. 
Developers must pres-
ent their plans, in their 
entirety, at public meet-
ings, which will be docu-
mented so that they can 
be held accountable. 

Additionally, com-
munity members need 
to be made aware of any 
building permits that 
are applied for before 
construction begins. 

I will be looking into 
drafting legislation that 
will make it a require-
ment to notify commu-
nity boards the moment 

a permit is applied for.
Ortiz: I believe that 

the Bronx has its share 
of homeless shelters. We 
do not need to subsidize 
anymore of our tax dol-
lars to this cause. 

However I would only 
reserve my vote for shel-
ters that help veterans 
in our district. I believe 
that the veterans are the 
most underprivileged 
people in our society.

Sementilli: Recently, 
I stood with Councilman 
Andy King in a protest 
in front of a Stagg Proj-
ect turned into support-
ive housing after telling 
the public it was built for 
market rate apartments 
on White Plains Road. 

Velazquez:  This 
kind of ‘bait and switch’ 
is not fair to our commu-
nity. The process exists 
to give residents a voice 
in what happens in their 
community through our 
community boards.                                 

BTR: It is documented 
that the Bronx plays host 
to more supportive hous-
ing than other parts of 
the city. Do you think this 
is fair?

Doyle: Of course it 
isn’t and unfortunately 
legislation in Albany 
to address this has lan-
guished for years.   

I have been support-
ive of legislation to re-
quire notifi cation before 
these facilities are built 
so we can have a honest 
discussion about which 
neighborhoods are al-
ready bearing their fair 
share. 

Gjonaj: Just last 
week I fi led a lawsuit 
that claims New York 
City is unduly burden-
ing the Bronx with a dis-
proportionate level of 
supportive housing fa-
cilities. 

Specifi cally, I be-
lieve the city is in viola-
tion of its charter’s ‘fair 
share’ provision which 
requires the issuance of 
annual ‘beds to popula-
tion’ index to assess the 
impact of city facilities 
on individual commu-
nities to ensure equita-
ble distribution of sup-
portive housing options 
throughout the city. 

This inequity in sup-
portive housing has un-
doubtedly placed a dis-
proportionate strain on 
the Bronx’s housing sup-

ply, policing, transpor-
tation, healthcare and 
education system.

Ortiz: I support sup-
portive housing for those 
who are disabled in our 
community. I believe 
that supportive housing 
has been overdeveloped 
in this district. I do not 
think it is fair to spend 
$1.7 billion dollars on 
this issue. The tax pay-
ers of New York City are 
overwhelmed with this 
issue. I would provide 
legislation to oversee 
any new projects in the 
13th district to prevent 
any more supportive 
housing.

Sementilli: The pol-
iticians support devel-
opers and have created 
a friendly environment 
to build and that is why 
you have so many in the 
Bronx. 

We need to build af-
fordable market rate 
apartments that work-
ing families can afford 
instead of Manhattan-
style prices 

Mayor de Blasio 
plans to build 90 home-
less shelters. It’s ‘pay 
back’ to the developers 
and the council must 
stop him.

Velazquez: I do not 
believe it is fair that the 
Bronx has more sup-
portive housing than 
other parts of the city, 
and other boroughs 
should certainly take 
on their fair share of 
the supportive housing 
in the city.  But my fi rst 
and foremost priority is 
our district 13, where I 
do not want to see any 
more homeless or sup-
portive housing units 
built.  

BTR: Please provide a 
list of any endorsements.

Doyle: I have been 
endorsed by the NY 
Daily News, the Em-
pire State Humane Vot-
ers, the Small Business 
Congress and Bronx 

Progressives (formerly 
‘Bronx for Bernie’ (Sand-
ers)). 

Gjonaj: Labor 
Unions: 32BJ, Steam-
fi tters Local 638. CSA, 
CSEA, Carpenters 
Union, 1199SEIU, PBA, 
UFT, UFOA, UFA, HTC, 
TWU Local 100. 

Elected offi cials: 
Senator Jeff Klein, Bor-
ough President Ruben 
Diaz Jr. Bronx Demo-
cratic Party Chairman 
and Assemblyman Mar-
cos Crespo, Council-
woman Vanessa Gibson, 
Senator Jamaal Bailey, 
Councilwoman Annabel 
Palma, Congressman 
Joe Crowley, Assembly-
man Michael Benedetto, 
Assemblyman Jeff Di-
nowitz, Councilman An-
drew Cohen, Assembly-
man Victor Pichardo, 
Councilman Rafael Sal-
amanca, Yonkers Mayor 
Mike Spano, Congress-
man Adriano Espaillat, 
Assembly Speaker Carl 
Heastie. 

Sementilli: None.
Ortiz: I don’t want 

any endorsements from 
special interests or any 
big names.  

Velazquez: Council 
members James Vacca 
and Ritchie Torres, The 
New York Times, DC 37, 
Communication Work-
ers of America District 1, 
Teamsters Joint Council 
16, PSC CUNY, The New 
York State Nurses Asso-
ciation, Uniformed San-
itationman’s Associa-
tion Local 831, New York 
League of Conservation 
Voters, Stonewall Dem-
ocratic Club, Planned 
Parenthood NYC Votes, 
TenantsPAC, Working 
Families Party, Wom-
en’s Equality Party, Cit-
izen’s Union, National 
Association of Social 
Workers NYC Chap-
ter, NYC Chapter Na-
tional Organization for 
Women, SSEU 371, Local 
802 AFM.
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Focal Point Gallery, 321 City Is-
land Avenue, celebrating 43 years 
with a two-person exhibition by Susan 
Terner and Ron Terner, from Friday, 
September 8 to Saturday, September 30, 
with an opening reception on Friday, 
September 8, from 7 to 10 p.m.

For more information call (718) 885-
1403.

* * *

Join the Health and Human Ser-

vices Committee of Bronx Commu-

nity Board 10 for a Healthy Lifestyle 
Challenge Walk on Satuwrday, Septem-
ber 16, at 10 a.m.  Participants will meet 
in the Pelham Bay Park parking lot 
and embark on a walk to Hunter Island. 
The event should last for approximately 
two hours, but participants can walk at 
their own pace and comfort level. 

Participants are urged to wear com-
fortable shoes and clothing, bring a 
water bottle and sunscreen, and check 
with their medical professionals before 
undertaking intensive activity.

* * *

Wave Hill’s 2017–2018 concert sea-
son opens with a mini-series of four 
Sunday afternoon performances, offer-
ing a lively mix of traditional and inno-
vative sounds.

 The Manhattan Chamber Players 
open the season on Sunday, September 
24. A vibrant ensemble comprised of ris-
ing stars on the music scene, their per-
formance will include chamber works 
by Strauss, Shostakovich and Tchaik-
ovsky’s sentimental Souvenir de Flor-
ence, imbued with glorious and fi ery 
Russian folk-like melodies.

 Sensational harpist Bridget Kibbey 
joins forces with The Sebastians, an en-
semble known for elegant string play-
ing, in a performance on Sunday, Octo-
ber 8 that re-imagines masterpieces of 
J.S. Bach, adapted by Kibbey for harp 
and early-instrument string quartet.

 The Alonso Brothers perform on 
Sunday, November 12. Cuban-born and 
Bronx-based, brothers Orlando and Or-
say Alonso are virtuosos of the piano. 
In a dance themed program of four-
hand piano works, Orlando and Orsay 
will offer works by Brahms, Debussy, 
Stravinsky, Piazzolla, Cervantes and 
more.

 The Swingtime Big Band ushers in 
the holiday season with a high-energy 
performance on December 3. The au-
thentic, 20-piece ensemble, under the 
direction of Steve Shaiman, will offer 
a mix of seasonal favorites, including 
the Nutcracker Suite, complemented 
by swing classics from the libraries of 
Glenn Miller, Tommy Dorsey, Duke El-
lington, Artie Shaw and Les Brown, 
with favorites of Ella Fitzgerald and 
Dean Martin.

 The 2017–2018 concert season con-
tinues with fi ve more performances, 
from January through April.

Originally built to house the re-
markable collection of arms and ar-
mor of former Wave Hill House resi-
dent Bashford Dean, Armor Hall’s 
soaring windows afford views of the 
stunning garden landscape, while the 
gracious intimacy of the space offers 
superb acoustics. Come early to enjoy 
a leisurely stroll through the gardens, 
or a pre-concert tea in the Mark Twain 
Room. 

The concerts will take place at Ar-
mor Hall, Wave Hiil House, West 249th 
Street and Independence Avenue.

Reservations at wavehill.org.
* * *

The New York Botanical Gar-

den, Bronx River Parkway (Exit 7W) at 
Fordham Road, will offer the following 
programs and events:

CHIHULY, through October 29: Art-
works by world-renowned artist Dale 
Chihuly will be on view at NYBG in 
his fi rst major garden exhibition in 
New York in more than ten years. CHI-
HULY, presented by Bank of America, 
will showcase approximately 20 instal-
lations and include drawings and early 
works that reveal the evolution and de-
velopment of Chihuly’s artistic process 
during his celebrated career. Set within 
NYBG’s landmark landscape and build-
ings, this sensory-fi lled exhibition is a 
must-see throughout the changing sea-
sons from spring through fall.

 The garden’s dramatic vistas be-
come living canvases for work created 
specifi cally for NYBG, showcasing Chi-
huly’s signature organic shapes in bril-
liant colors. Among the singular sights, 
a new monumental work inspired by 
his storied 1975 Artpark installation 
will enliven the water features of the 
Native Plant Garden and the Enid A. 
Haupt Conservatory Courtyard’s Trop-
ical Pool, refl ecting the interplay and 
movement of color and light.

CHIHULY Nights, Saturday, Sep-
tember 9; 6:30 to 10:30 p.m.: On CHI-
HULY Nights, the exhibition is spec-
tacularly illuminated amid NYBG’s 
sweeping vistas and magnifi cent Con-
servatory. After sunset, visitors can ex-
perience the luminous quality of Dale 
Chihuly’s colors and forms when lit un-
der the evening sky. In the Visitor Cen-
ter plaza, a rotating lineup of perform-
ing artists and musicians provides 
entertainment while you relax and en-
joy shopping, food, and Avión Tequila 
cocktails available for purchase.

 Film Screenings: Chihuly Short 
Cuts: Saturday, September 9 and Sun-
day, September 10; 10 a.m. to 5 p.m.: 
Short fi lms offer an intimate look at 

Dale Chihuly’s creative process, revis-
iting earlier themes and exploring new 
ideas that inspire the continued evolu-
tion of his work.

What in the World is a Herbarium?, 
through October 29: With more than 
7.8 million preserved specimens, the 
William and Lynda Steere Herbarium 
is the largest herbarium in the West-
ern Hemisphere. This exhibition cel-
ebrates the Steere Herbarium as the 
centerpiece of the Garden’s botanical 
research program, and a priceless re-
source for scholars from around the 
world. Through this exhibition, learn 
how Garden scientists are working to 
study and save the plants of the world.

Nature’s Sculptures, Saturday, Sep-
tember 9 and Sunday, September 10; 10 
a.m. to 5:30 p.m.: Using Chihuly’s glass 
sculptures as a foundation, kids will 
explore the shapes and colors of plants 
in the Garden. They will fi nd inspira-
tion in the vivid colors and patterns of 
nature throughout the Garden’s land-
scape, and craft a habitat to house their 
own air plant.

Dig! Plant! Grow! Pollinator Pals, 
Saturday, September 9 and Sunday, Sep-
tember 10; 1:30 to 5:30 p.m.: The Family 
Garden is buzzing in the late summer! 
Come on out to learn about honeybees 
and explore the garden to learn more 
about how they help with pollination.

Bird Walk, Saturday, September 9; 
11 a.m.: Collect data on resident bird 
populations and migratory species that 
help to assess the health of bird popula-
tions and to guide conservation action.

For more information, call (718) 817-
8700 or visit nybg.org.

* * *

Upcoming Wave Hill events:
Friday, September 15; Saturday, 

September 16; Sunday, September 17: 
Annual Plant Sale in The Shop at Wave 
Hill: Don’t miss this once-a-year oppor-
tunity to acquire some spectacular new 
plants for your garden! Staff experts 
are on over the weekend of September 
15–17 to offer personal assistance as 
you shop from our selection of superior 
cultivars and top-notch performers 
for your home garden. Sale continues 
through Sunday, September 24 or while 
supplies last.

Saturday, September 16; Sunday, 
September 17: Family Art Project: Dot-
ted Ladybug Backpacks Parade: This 
weekend, we celebrate a beloved bee-
tle, adored for its bright red coat and 
black spots. Do the spots tell the age of 
the beetle or are they simply good luck? 
Make your own little ladybug backpack 
to show off some spots or wear it in a 
group red-and-black-dot count down 
and slow-beetle parade. Sunday is La-
dybug Day! 

Saturday, September 16: A Call & 
Response Art Workshop: Painting 
with Pressed Plants: On select Satur-
days, Call & Response artists will be 
presenting talks, readings, live music, 
performance art and workshops in and 
around Glyndor Gallery. This Satur-
day, tour Call & Response, the fall exhi-
bition in Glyndor Gallery, with exhib-
iting artist Caitlin Parker, then create 
botanical compositions on fabric. Us-
ing specialty inks, print patterns us-
ing pressed ferns, leaves and fl owers 
as stamps. $55/$45 Wave Hill Member. 
Registration required, online at wave-
hill.org or onsite at the Perkins Visitor 
Center.

Saturday, September 16; Sunday, 
September 17: Garden Highlights Walk: 
Join a Wave Hill garden guide for an 
hour-long tour of seasonal garden high-
lights. 

Saturday, September 16: Wave Hill 
History Walk: Discover the fascinat-
ing history of Wave Hill’s architecture 
and landscape on a walk with a Wave 
Hill Garden Guide. Hear about the peo-
ple who once called Wave Hill home, 
among them Mark Twain, Theodore 
Roosevelt, Bashford Dean and Arturo 
Toscanini. 

Saturday, September 16: Call & Re-
sponse Dance Performance: Jarrod 
Beck: On select Saturdays, Call & Re-
sponse artists will be presenting talks, 
readings, live music, performance art 
and workshops in and around Glyndor 
Gallery. This Saturday, experience the 
expansiveness and geological history 
of the Palisades through dance. Cho-
reographed by Call & Response artist 
Jarrod Beck in response to his work 
Megathrust, this outdoor performance 
interprets the subducting tectonic 
plates that created the Palisades and 
Hudson River. 

 Sunday, September 17: In The Shop: 
Ladybug Day Special: Help celebrate la-
dybugs! Spend $50 in The Shop and re-
ceive a chocolate ladybug gift. The pro-
ceeds of your purchases in The Shop 
support Wave Hill’s gardens and pro-
gramming. Ladybug Day event.

Sunday, September 17: Nature Pre-
sentation: Ladybug Meet-and-Greet: 
Everyone is familiar with the cute lit-
tle ladybug. But did you know there 
are many different kinds of ladybugs? 
And did you know the nine-spot lady-
bug is our offi cial New York state in-
sect? Learn more about these colorful 
creatures and meet a few live ladybugs 
with Environmental Educator Kerrilee 
Hunter of the Hudson Highlands Na-
ture Museum. 

Wave Hill is located at 675 West 
252nd Street. For further information 
call  (718) 549-3200, ext. 232.

Focal Point Ballery Exhibit; CB 10 Healthy 
Lifestyle Challenge Walk; Wave Hill concert 
season; NYCG programs; Wave Hill events
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BRIDAL FASHION
BRIDAL CENTER
7233 Amboy Road, Staten Island, (718) 227-8647
www.alwaysabridesmaidboutique.com

BRIDAL STYLES BOUTIQUE
905 Ave. U, Brooklyn, (718) 339–3222
www.bridalstylesboutique.com

KLEINFELD SAMPLE STUDIO
123 West 20th St., (2nd fl oor across from Kleinfeld Bridal) 
(917) 388-2341, www.kleinfeldbridal.com/sample-studio

MONEY SAVER SHOES INC.
Specializing Wide Widths, Dyeable & Evening Shoes
2098 Flatbush Ave., Brooklyn, (718) 258-0171

ULTIMATE FASHIONS
4255 Amboy Rd., SI, NY 10308, (718) 605-3274
316 Woodbridge Center Drive, Woodbridge, NJ 07095
(732) 750-1174, ultfash@optonline.net  
Staten Island Mall, Lower Level, Macy’s Wing 
SI, NY 10314, (718) 370-2984, www.ultfash.com

TUXEDOS
TUXEDO WORLD OF STATEN ISLAND
2791 Richmond Ave., #6, SI, NY 10314
(718) 698-4859, www.tuxedoworldsi.com

CATERING & VENUES
ADRIA HOTEL & CONFERENCE CENTER
221-17 Northern Boulevard, Bayside, NY 11361
(718) 631-5900, www.adriahotelny.com

ATLAS STEAKHOUSE
943 Coney Island Avenue, off  18th Ave., Brooklyn, NY
(646) 494-7227, www.AtlasSteak.com

BAY RIDGE MANOR
476 76th St., Brooklyn, (718) 748-8855
www.bayridgemanor.com

BAYSIDE HISTORICAL SOCIETY
208 Totten Ave. - Fort Totten, Bayside, NY 11359, 
(718) 352-1548, www.baysidehistorical.org/rentals.html

BUCKLEY’S
2926 Ave. S, Brooklyn
(718) 998-4222, www.buckleyscaterers.com

DYKER BEACH GOLF COURSE
86th Street and 7th Avenue, Brooklyn, NY 11228
(718) 836–9722 x 1 or privateeventdirector@
dykerbeachgc, www.dykerbeachgc.com

EDIBLE ARRANGEMENTS
133-22 Springfi eld Blvd., (718) 528-3344
158-18 Cross Bay Blvd., (718) 848-3344
1357 Fulton St., (718) 622-3344
1557 Ralph Ave., (718) 451-3344
www.ediblearrangements.com/stores/StoreLocator.aspx

GLEN TERRACE
5313 Ave. N, Brooklyn (718) 252-4614

GRAND OAKS COUNTRY CLUB
200 Huguenot Ave., Staten Island
(718) 356–2771, www.grandoaksnyc.com

GRAND PROSPECT HALL
263 Prospect Ave., Brooklyn, (718) 788-0777
www.grandprospecthall.com

GREENHOUSE CAFE
7717 Third Ave., Brooklyn, (718) 833-8200
www.greenhousecafe.com

HUNTERS STEAK HOUSE
9404 Fourth Ave., Brooklyn 11209, (718) 238-8899
www.HuntersSteakhouse.com

IL FORNETTO
2902 Emmons Ave. in Brooklyn, (718) 332-8494
www.ilFornettoRestaurant.com

ISLAND CHATEAU
900 West Fingerboard Rd, Staten Island, NY 10305
(718) 447-5882, IslandChateau.com

KENNEDY’S BREEZY POINT
406 Bayside, Rockaway Point, NY 11697
(718) 945-0202, www.kennedysbreezypoint.com

MARBELLA RESTAURANT
220-33 Northern Blvd., Bayside, NY 11361
(718) 423-0100, www.marbella-restaurant.com

NICK’S LOBSTER HOUSE
2777 Flatbush Ave, Brooklyn, NY 11234, 
(718) 253-7117
Waterfront Dining
www.nickslobsterhouse.com

PARADISE CATERING HALL
51 Avenue U, Brooklyn, NY 11223
(718) 372-4352, www.theparadisecateringhall.com

THE PEARL ROOM
8518 - 3rd Avenue, Brooklyn, NY 11209
(718) 833-6666, www.pearlroombklyn.com

PELHAM BAY & SPLIT ROCK GOLF COURSE
870 Shore Road, Bronx, NY 10464, (718) 885-1258 x224 or  
privateeventdirector@pelhamsplitrock
http://www.pelhamsplitrock.com

QUEENS BOTANICAL GARDEN
43-50 Main St, Flushing, NY 11355 (718) 886-3800 x201
www.queensbotanical.org/weddingsandevents

SCHNITZEL HAUS
7319 5th Avenue, Bay Ridge, NY 11029
(718) 836-5600, www.schnitzelhausny.com

SIRICO’S CATERERS
8015-23 13th Ave., Brooklyn, (718) 331-2900,
www.siricoscaterers.net

TERRACE ON THE PARK
52-11 111 Street, Flushing, NY 11368, (718) 592-5000,
www.terraceonthepark.com

THE VANDERBILT AT SOUTH BEACH
300 Father Capodanno Blvd., Staten Island
(718) 447-0800, www.vanderbiltsouthbeach.com

LODGING
ADRIA HOTEL AND CONFERENCE CENTER
221-17 Northern Boulevard, Bayside, NY 11361
www.adriahotelny.com, (800) 272-3742

ENTERTAINMENT
AMAZING BOTTLE DANCERS
(800) 716-0556, pasproductions@yahoo.com 
www.bottledancers.com

E-SQUARED PRODUCTIONS/
360 ENTERTAINMENT
4308 Richmond Ave. in Staten Island or 
1665 Bath Ave. in Brooklyn, (718) 227–3235, 
www.e2dj.com

FAVORS & INVITATIONS
UNFORGETTABLE EVENTS
2049 Flatbush Ave in Brooklyn, (718) 377-4535,

FLORISTS
FLORAL FANTASY
3031 Quentin Rd. in Brooklyn, (718) 998-7060 or
(800) 566–8380, www.fl oralfantasyny.com

HENRY’S FLORIST
8103 Fifth Ave. in Brooklyn, (800) 543-6797 or 
(718) 238–3838, www.henrysfl oristweddingevents.com

MARINE FLORIST AND DECORATORS
1995 Flatbush Ave. in Brooklyn, (800) 447-6730 or 
(718) 338-3600, www.marinefl orists.com

JEWELRY
BENNY’S JEWELRY
89-02 165th Street, Suite B-1, Jamaica, NY 11432
(718) 526-4613, www.bennyny.com

BOBBY’S JEWELERS DIAMOND SPECIALIST
514 - 81 Street, Brooklyn, NY, 11209, (718) 745-1725

LIMOUSINE SERVICES
MILA LIMOUSINE CORPORATION
(718) 232-8973, www.milalimo.com

ROMANTIQUE/DOUBLE DIAMOND 
LIMOUSINES
1421-86 Street, Brooklyn (718) 351-7273
2041-Hylan Blvd., SI, (718) 351-7273, www.rddlimos.com

SERGI’S PARTY LIMO
171-15A Northern Blvd., Queens, NY 11358
(718) 353-5466, (212) 682-4040, (516) 489-4040
Toll Free: (888) 546-6134, (888) limo-134,
Fax: (718) 353-5499, info@sergislimo.com
www.sergislimo.com

VIP LIMOS SVC
(516) 488-LIMO(5466), www.viplimosvc.com

PHOTOGRAPHY & VIDEO
FANTASY PHOTOGRAPHY
3031 Quentin Rd., Brooklyn (718) 998-0949
www.fantasyphotographyandvideo.com

GLAMOUR ME PHOTO & VIDEO
104-12 111th St., South Richmond Hill, 
(888) 400-2738 or (718) 504–1970, 
www.glamourmestudio.com

ONE FINE DAY PHOTOGRAPHERS
459 Pacifi c St., Massapequa Park, (516) 690–1320
www.onefi nedayphotographers.com

SALONS
PILO ARTS SALON
8412 3 Ave., Brooklyn, NY 11209
(718) 748–7411, www.piloarts.com

SERVICES
COSMETIC & LASER CENTER OF BAY RIDGE
9921 4th Ave., Brooklyn, NY 11209
(718) 833-2793 or 
(718) 833-7616, www.BayRidgeDerm.com

JOSEPH LICHTER, D.D.S.
1420 Ave. P in Brooklyn
(718) 339-7878, www.josephlichterdds.com

OMNI DENTAL CARE
313 Kings Hwy. in Brooklyn
(718) 376-8656
www.omnidentalcare.com

THE VEIN CENTER OF THE VASCULAR 
INSTITUTE OF NY
Dr. Natalie Marks
960 - 50 Street, Brooklyn, NY 11219
(718) 438-0067, www.vascularnyc.com

TRAVEL
JO-LYN TRAVEL AGENCY
7505-15th Avenue, Brooklyn, NY 11219
(718) 232-3139, jolyntravel@aol.com

WEDDING EXPOS
BOSCO’S WEDDING EXPO
www.cl.boscoweddings.com

BRIDAL AFFAIR
(718) 317–9701, www.bridalaff air.com

GREAT BRIDAL EXTRAVAGANZA
North Babylon, NY 11703, 631-667-EXPO (3976)
www.greatbridalextravaganza.com

TO BE INCLUDED IN THIS DIRECTORY CALL (718) 260–2500
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SOLVE YOUR CHILD’S
READING PROBLEM
ACHIEVE

3 TO 6 YEARS OF
READING IMPROVEMENT

IN ONE YEAR!!!
“A Miracle In The Making!” - CBS TV

Dicker Reading Method
75 Brook Street, Scarsdale | 914.472.0600 | www.DickerReading.com

WATCH THIS VIDEO NOW:
www.nymetroparents.com/listing/Dicker-reading

CHILDREN AT OR
BELOW GRADE LEVEL

WILL BECOME THE
BEST READERS IN

THEIR CLASS

ACHIEVE
1 TO 3 YEARS OF

READING IMPROVEMENT
THIS SUMMER.

WATCH OUR VIDEOS NOW:
 Dickerreading.com/DRM_Advantage.ASP

SOLVE YOUR CHILD’S
READING PROBLEM
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www.bxtimes.com
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ANTIQUES & ESTATE BUYERS

ANTIQUE & ESTATE BUYERS
We buy anything old. One piece or house full. 

WILL TRAVEL. HOUSE CALLS.

ANTIQUE & ESTATE BUYERS
We buy anything old. One piece or house full. 

WILL TRAVEL. HOUSE CALLS.
WILL TRAVEL

ENTIRE
TRI-STATE!

FREE
Estimates!

We Pay $CASH$ For 
Paintings, Clocks, Watches, 
Estate Jewelry & Fine China, 

From Single Items 
to Entire Estates!
Coin & Stamp Collections

Costume Jewelry
Antique Furniture  Lamps
Bronzes  Paintings  Prints

Chinese & Japanese 
Artwork & Porcelain

Sports Collectibles 
Comic Books  Old Toys  Records
Cameras  Sterling Flatware Sets

HUMMELS & LLADROS

ANTIQUES & ESTATE BUYERS

TOP $ PAID
FOR JUDAICA
COLLECTIBLES

HOUSE
CALLS

MOVING orDOWNSIZING?CALL
US!

Top $ Paid
for Antique

Sterling!

Military
Collections

Wanted
Swords,
Knives,

Helmets, etc.

SEE OUR AD IN THE SUNDAY POST

WILL TRAVEL. WE MAKE HOUSE CALLS.
173 N. WELLWOOD AVENUE, LINDENHURST, N.Y.

SAME DAY  
SERVICE  

AVAILABLE

HOUSE 
CALLS

SERVING BRONX 
AND THE ENTIRE  
TRI-STATE AREA

516-974-6528516-974-6528
ASK FOR CHRISTOPHER
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From page 5

IN THEIR OWN WORDS: 13th CD Q&A
situation, and I am 
happy to support them 
wherever they may be 
forming.  

Farias: There is a 
BID along Westchester 
Avenue that could be 
expanded, and I would 
also put efforts towards 
creating a BID along 
White Plains Road, in-
cluding a push to bring 
a supermarket to the 
shopping center near 
Lafayette. 

I would continue the 
work of Councilwoman 
Palma to fund and create 
the BID in Castle Hill as 
well. 

Garcia: A BID in 
Castle Hill is a step in 
the right direction but 
we also need to support 
small business and cre-
ate other business im-
provement districts in 
the other main corri-
dors of the district along 
White Plains Road, 
Westchester Avenue, and 
Soundview Avenue.

Moore: I will con-
tinue any and all fund-
ing given to the newly 
created BID in Castle 
Hill.  

In addition to that, I 
will be very supportive 
to the formation of more 
BIDs throughout vari-
ous commercial strips in 
District 18.  

My philosophy is 
that a strong and robust 
BID will provide the 
necessary backbone to 
strengthen small busi-
nesses and create a more 
attractive character of 
business unity in the 
district.  

BTR: Parkchester is 
a large housing devel-
opment in the 18th CD. 
Condo owners recently 
saw a signifi cant com-
mon change increase for  
roof repairs. What kind 
of assistance do you pro-
pose for Parkchester to 
help them absorb future 
unexpected increases?

Beltzer:  Being that 
Parkchester is a private 
complex, there is little 
that can be done by mu-
nicipal government to 
help. 

I believe leadership 
and residents need to de-
mand Parkchester North 
and South do a total as-
sessment of needs so a 
capital borrowing plan 

can be proposed and res-
idents can approve and 
plan accordingly. 

Diaz Sr.: I was very in-
volved in that issue, and 
was lead complainant in 
a lawsuit involving the 
increase. We managed to 
work out extending coop 
owner payments for the 
maintenance increase – 
which was a temporary 
one – for those owners 
who were able to show fi -
nancial need.

I will always seek to 
work with management 
to verify the need for any 
maintenance increase – 
temporary or otherwise 
– and see whatever fi nan-
cial relief formula can be 
worked out for those who 
may need it.

Farias: I would cre-
ate oversight over the 
condos in the district to 
ensure the money paid 
in maintenance fees is 
being used properly, and 
a reasonable amount is 
being charged for the re-
pairs. 

Garcia: Parkchester 
residents should receive 
tax abatements for nec-
essary improvements 
like roof repairs. 

We can help secure 
this tax support by sup-
porting smarter, more 
energy effi cient improve-
ments. 

It’s the right thing to 
do and will lower costs 
all around for residents.

Moore: I would seek 
grant assistance from 
the NYC Housing and 
Preservation and De-
velopment to shelter 
Parkchester residents 
from unexpected main-
tenance increases.  

I would also work 
with the state legisla-
tive members to get as-
sistance from the NYS 
Division of Housing and 
Community Renewal de-
partment.  

Additionally, I would 
also earmark funds from 
my discretionary budget 
to offset or absorb future 
unexpected increases to 
Parkchester residents.

BTR: York Studios re-
cently built a new movie 
studio facility in Sound-
view? What other indus-
tries would you like to 
see set up shop in the dis-
trict?

Beltzer : Light man-
ufacturing such as 3-D 
printing and more mari-

time industry. 
Diaz Sr.: Anything 

that is environmentally 
sound and brings local 
jobs, jobs, jobs, including 
training programs. 

Farias: I support all 
industries that provide 
good paying jobs with 
benefi ts so employees 
can actually support a 
family.

 I would encourage 
more manufacturing 
and industries that deal 
with green energy and 
sustainability, including 
the manufacturing of so-
lar panels. 

I would like to see 
more incentives for en-
trepreneurs to open up 
businesses in the Bronx. 
This includes establish-
ing a 100% tax break 
for a new business’ fi rst 
three years, which tend 
to be the most tumultu-
ous.  

Garcia: I want to 
be an advocate to small 
businesses in the dis-
trict. Small businesses 
help prevent gentrifi ca-
tion and provide good 
jobs to local residents. 
I hope to increase the 
number of small minor-
ity owned businesses 
in the district that are 
owned, operated, and 
staffed by people already 
living in the community.

Moore: I would like 
my district to be home 
to more technological 
and green energy indus-
tries.  We need wind and 
solar industries in my 
district.  

We need a factory in 
this district to tap into 
these industries to cre-
ate permanent jobs for 
technicians skilled in 
this endeavor.  

The Bronx is a hands-
on borough and I am 
confi dent my district res-
idents are ready to make 
a median income of over 
$75,000 a year. 

BTR: What plans do 
you have to address the 
district’s older housing 
stock?

Beltzer: I will work 
with the community to 
pass a comprehensive 
community based plan 
that will include protect-
ing the affordability of 
existing housing stock, 
like I have with Park 
Lane, a Mitchell Lama 
complex. 

I believe we can also 

get capital monies from 
new development to ad-
dress capital needs in 
the older housing stock.

Diaz Sr.: I have been 
a leading advocate for af-
fordable housing, which 
can also include reno-
vation to many existing 
properties in the district 
and across the borough 
and city.

Farias: With fewer 
dollars coming from 
the federal government 
to help with funding of 
NYCHA, and buildings 
falling into disrepair, 
we need to push the city 
to allocate money from 
the budget towards the 
maintenance of our 
housing stock. 

We need to also create 
a fund that goes towards 
maintaining and up-
grading our older hous-
ing stock. 

I would offer up in-
creasing the hotel tax 
fractionally to help 
jumpstart this fund 
with a dedicated funding 
stream. 

Garcia: The district’s 
housing, especially in 
NYCHA, requires imme-
diate improvements. 

I plan to use a por-
tion of my discretionary 
funds to clear the back-
log of NYCHA repairs 
and work with HPD to 
fi nd new revenue sources 
to fund ongoing improve-
ments to housing.

Moore:  I will seek 
tax abatements to rede-
velop all older housing 
stock in my district.  

I will also work with 
the city’s Department of 
City Planning, Depart-
ment of Buildings and 
Community Board 9 to 
bring all aging hous-
ing stock up to code and 
equip them with smoke 
and carbon monoxide de-
tectors.

BTR:  It is documented 
that the Bronx plays host 
to more supportive hous-
ing than other parts of 
the city. Do you think this 
is fair? If not, what would 
you do to address this is-
sue? 

Michael Beltzer: No, 
it is not and as per the 
NYC Charter Fair Share 
criteria we are doing 
more than enough. 

I will work to plan 
our community and 
push back on the overde-
velopment of supportive 

housing. 
Ruben Diaz Sr.: Ev-

eryone has the right to 
housing. 

The Bronx has done 
more than its fair share. 

Things have been 
looking up in recent 
years, but we still need 
to focus on Bronx job 
creation and education 
– including adult voca-
tional training - that can 
lead to people improving 
their economic situation 
so they can afford decent 
housing. 

Amanda Farias: 
Having such a high vol-
ume of supportive hous-
ing in the Bronx means 
that people don’t have 
access to necessary re-
sources like reliable 
transportation, healthy 
food, good jobs, and 
healthcare. 

I would push to have 
a more even distribu-
tion of supportive hous-
ing throughout the fi ve 
boroughs, and advocate 
to have more of them lo-
cated in communities 
with the infrastructure 
to provide the necessary 
support to those seek-
ing help from supportive 
housing. 

Elvin Garcia: While 
we need to provide fam-
ilies with supportive 
housing, ideally in the 
neighborhood they for-
merly lived, the Bronx is 
doing far more than its 
fair share. 

The City Council 
needs to work with the 
borough presidents, com-
munity boards, and may-
or’s offi ce to fi nd more 
equitable sites to create 
new supportive housing.

William Moore: I 
fi nd it unfair that the 
Bronx is almost always 
the fi rst to be selected for 
more supportive hous-
ing.  

I believe all boroughs 
should take on their fair 
share.  I will fi ght to 
stop the city from giving 

greedy slumlords money 
for transitional housing.   

Instead, I will support 
a Nehemiah Housing 
Plan to build affordable 
housing for the homeless 
and lower income fami-
lies.  

I will not stop just 
there, I will force the 
NYC Housing Author-
ity to stop warehousing 
empty apartments and 
fi lled them with home-
less families in need.

BTR: Please provide a 
list of any endorsements.

Beltzer: Bronx Pro-
gressives; Local 1407.

Diaz Sr.: New York 
Daily News; Detectives 
Endowment Associa-
tion; Correction Offi cers 
Benevolent Association.

Farias: Council-
woman Elizabeth Crow-
ley; Councilwoman 
Helen Rosenthal; Dis-
trict Council 37; National 
Association of Social 
Workers; National In-
stitute for Reproductive 
Health; Planned Parent-
hood; Citizens Union; 
Empire State Humane 
Voters; National Orga-
nization for Women; Run 
for Something; Streets 
PAC; Vote Pro Choice; 
504 Democratic Club; 
Filipino American Dem-
ocratic Club; Jim Owles 
Liberal Democratic Club; 
Muslim American Dem-
ocratic Club; Black Lives 
Matter Caucus New York 
Social Justice PAC.

Garcia: Tenants 
PAC, NYS Democratic 
Party Vice Chair Chris-
tine Quinn; Council-
man Danny Dromm; 
Assemblyman Danny 
O’Donnell; Assembly-
woman Deborah Glick; 
LatPAC and the National 
Latino Offi cers Associa-
tion.

Moore: New York 
State Reform Party; the 
New Parkchester Dem-
ocratic Club; District 
Leader Omar Adams, 
87th Assembly District.

Elvin Garcia            
               Courtesy of Elvin Garcia

William Moore  
       Courtesy of William Moore
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ity in Galarza’s death.
According to the report, on Novem-

ber 2, 2016, 45th Precinct police offi cers 
responded to a 911 call from another 
resident of Galarza’s building, who 
said that Galarza had been brandish-
ing a knife and screaming. 

When the police offi cers arrived, 
they found Galarza in his basement 
apartment holding a 12-ounce glass 
bottle. 

When ordered to lie down on the 
fl oor, Galarza stood up and lifted the 
bottle in the air, within eight feet of 
sergeant Melrose.

When Galarza ignored orders to 
drop the bottle, Melrose deployed a 
Taser and delivered a fi ve-second elec-
tric charge. 

Galarza continued to struggle with 
the police offi cers as they attempted to 
handcuff him, reports state.       

Melrose activated the Taser two 
more times for fi ve seconds each, be-
fore the offi cers were able to restrain 
Galarza. 

After he was handcuffed, Galarza 
lost consciousness and his heart 
stopped beating. 

EMS personnel arrived within min-
utes and were able to restore a heart-
beat. However, once at the hospital, 
emergency room physicians were 
unable to maintain a normal heart 
rhythm and Galarza was pronounced 
deceased.

AG Schneiderman: Galarza death not criminal
From page 1 “There are key issues here,” said 

Rubenstein. “One is the fact he was 
Tasered twice after he dropped the 
bottle and secondly, there were three 
Tasers within one minute — all which 
violate the guidelines in the (NYPD Pa-
trol Guide).” 

Rubenstein said that Galarza’s fam-
ily “looks forward to a jury made up of 
citizens from the Bronx making a de-
termination with regard to the issue of 
civil liability and damages. A jury will 
decide the damages this family is enti-
tled to after we determine the issue of 
liability.”

The Offi ce of the Chief Medical Ex-
aminer conducted an autopsy, and 
SIPU also retained an independent fo-
rensic pathologist to conduct a sepa-
rate autopsy, according to the report.  

OCME and the independent expert 
separately reached similar conclusions 
that Galarza died of cardiac arrest re-
sulting from a combination of a pre-
existing heart condition, drug intoxi-
cation, and obesity, combined with the 
effects of physical exertion, restraint, 
and the use of the Taser. 

The drugs included cocaine and 
“bath salts,” classifi ed by the Drug 
Enforcement Administration as n-eth-
ylpentylone, a type of synthetic cathi-
none, which are cheap substitutes for 
methamphetamine and cocaine.

In light of all the evidence — in-
cluding that Galarza was threatening 
the police offi cers with a glass bottle, 

and that a police offi cer may justifi ably 
use reasonable force in order to pro-
tect himself against the imminent use 
of unlawful force against himself or 
another person, or to effect an arrest 
— SIPU found that criminal charges 
against the responding police offi cers 
were not warranted.

“We send our deepest condolences 
to the family of Mr. Galarza, whose 
death was a tragedy,” said Schneider-
man. “We remain committed to fol-
lowing the facts and providing exhaus-
tive and transparent accounting of all 
cases we investigate under the execu-
tive order.”

Attorney General Eric Schneiderman’s Of-
fi ce recently completed its comprehensive 
investigation into the police involved homi-
cide of Pelham Bay resident Ariel Galarza. 
 Photo courtesy of Facebook

(Right) Assemblyman Mark 
Gjonaj has fi led a lawsuit against 
the city along with a dozen other 
Bronx residents alleging the bor-
ough gets an unfair share of home-
less shelters. File photo

populations already live. 
Many Bronx leaders fear 

the borough will continue to 
get a larger number of home-
less than other boroughs.

The other plaintiffs in the 
lawsuit are Clarisa Alayeto, 
Felix Aponte, Bernard Smith, 
Wilbert Lawton, Mohammed 
Mardah, Sheila Sanchez, Sara 
Nunez-Mejia, Jean Hill, Ra-
fael Barbosa, Yasmin Cruz, 
Gerardina Colon, Janice Wal-
cott and Robert Hall.

Bronx suffers unfair social share; 
Gjonaj sues city over homeless burden

From page 1 Hill is the Land Use, Zoning 
and Housing Committee chair 
for Community Board 7, but 
stressed she joined the lawsuit 

as a private individual. 
She cited the recent pro-

posal by Sam’s Floor Cover-
ings at 3041 Webster Avenue 
to add a third level to the two-
fl oor commercial building 
to create a 200-bed homeless 
shelter just feet away from P.S. 
20. That proposal is still being 
considered by the city.

“There are a lot of home-
less shelters planned in places 

that are inappropriate,” she 
said as the reason for joining 
the lawsuit.

The NYC Law Department 

is reviewing the complaint, 
according to a department 
spokesman. 

As someone who has fought to protect and create affordable 
housing options for the most vulnerable New Yorkers, I know 

fi rsthand the severity of the problem that we face as a city. It is 
the responsibility of each borough to be part of the solution.

Mark Gjonaj
Assemblyman
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BECOME A CERTIFIED THERAPY DOG TEAM  

AND BRING JOY AND HEALING 

INTO THE LIVES OF PATIENTS IN NEED!

NYC Health + Hospitals/Jacobi 

Therapy Dog Teams are a proven and

powerful intervention to aid healing,

improve emotional well-being, and

reduce stress. 

Our teams are a joyfully welcomed

presence all over the hospital, and are

beloved by patients and staff alike.

Jacobi therapy dogs must successfully

complete a specialized training program

and pass a certification test. 

This training program consists of six

weekly one-hour evening classes, and is

offered to qualifying dogs at no charge.

To be accepted for training, your dog must be calm and people-loving, have strong basic obedience

skills, and must pass a preliminary evaluation. 

Evaluations take about 20 minutes per dog.

To schedule an evaluation or if you have any questions, please call 718-918-3906.

The next evaluation dates are: 

Tuesday, September 19 and Wednesday, September 20 from 6 pm - 8:30 pm

If your dog is accepted to the program, classes are scheduled for:

October 4, 11, 18 and November 1, 8, and 15     

Certification Testing - December 2.

Hope you and your dog consider joining us! 


