
BY PATRICK ROCCHIO
Members of the Throggs Neck 

Strong Coalition are in the pro-
cess of writing a ‘memorandum 
of understanding’ for 2800 Bruck-
ner Boulevard. 

The building has been a light-
ing rod of controversy as com-
mercial tenants have faced evic-
tion even with long-term leases, 
and the purported new owner of 
the building, Michael Fernandes 
and his company Steward Rede-
velopment, have been unclear 

concerning plans for the build-
ing.

The coalition, elected offi cials 
and tenants met with Michael 
Fernandes at Throggs Neck 
Strong coalition chairman’s Ste-
ven Kaufman’s offi ce on Thurs-
day, August 17 for a two and a half 
hour dialogue, said Kaufman. 

The negotiations between the 
coalition, specifi cally created to 
deal with 2800 Bruckner Boule-
vard, and Fernandes are at a sen-

BY PATRICK ROCCHIO
A candidate is back on the ballot 

in the 13th Council District race af-
ter his petition challenge was with-
drawn.

Victor Ortiz was restored to the 
ballot in the Democratic primary 
race after a petition challenge, that 
was initiated by opponent Marjorie 
Velazquez’s campaign intern Re-
becca Chant, was dropped. 

Ortiz believes he was challenged 
because Velazquez was attempting to 
unfairly limit Latino ballot choices. 

“It is a victory for me,” said Ortiz. 
“It is more of a victory for the people 
of the 13th Council District and the 
people of the Bronx.” 

Bronx Supreme Court Judge 
John Carter restored Ortiz to the bal-
lot with 478 valid signatures, accord-
ing to the court clerk’s offi ce, 28 more 
than he needed to qualify.

Chant, a junior attending college 
in Ohio, who hails from New Jersey, 
testifi ed in Bronx Supreme Court re-
cently that she was coached to mis-
lead the court about her plans to be-
come a Bronx resident, claims Ortiz, 
a requirement for challenging a New 
York State petition.

She said she didn’t know if she 
intended on becoming a resident of 
the Bronx after college, that she was 
in the borough on a three-month fel-
lowship with $4,500 in expenses paid 
by Oberlin College and that she was 
asked to fi le the challenge, according 
to the court transcript.

She also testifi ed that she voted in 
Ohio in 2016, according to the court 
records. 

She stated in the transcript that 
she resided at 1816 Radcliff Avenue, 
apartment 3B when she only fi led 
challenges against two Latino can-
didates: Alex Gomez and Ortiz’s peti-
tion signatures. 

BY ARTHUR CUSANO
The removal of busts of two 

prominent American Civil War 
generals from Bronx Commu-
nity College is drawing mixed 
reactions from local leaders and 
raising new questions about the 
venerable Hall of Fame of Great 
Americans on the college’s cam-
pus.

Governor Cuomo called for 
the bronze busts of Confederacy 
generals Thomas ‘Stonewall’ 
Jackson and Robert E. Lee to be 
removed from their Fordham 
Heights perch following civil un-
rest in Charlottesville, VA and 

elsewhere over Confederate War 
statues that some say represent 
the nation’s racist past.

College president Thomas 
Isekenegbe confi rmed the move 
in a statement posted on the col-
lege website. 

“For 60 years, Bronx Com-
munity College…has remained 
committed to refl ecting its val-
ues of diversity and inclusion in 
all of its actions and statements,” 
Isekenegbe said. “Embracing dif-
ference includes creating space 
were all people feel respected, 
welcomed and valued.” 
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Rebel generals’ vanquished 
by Governor Cuomo

2 CONFEDERACY
BUSTS REMOVED

Ortiz, 
Gomez: 

Valesquez 
unfi t to run

A Royal Welcome
Disney royalty princess Belle and queen Elsa visited Bronx children un-
dergoing their back to school physicals at St. Barnabas Hospital on Fri-
day, August 18. Queen Elsa (l) hugged Yaha Fofana who dressed up as her 
sister, princess Anna of Arendelle.    Photo by Miriam Quin

TN Strong meets with 
2800 “owner”, Fernandes
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POT of GOLD
Sherbee Antiques is a family-owned business that has been 

serving the tri-state area for over 60 years. 
We buy from the full contents of homes and estates 

to single items. We specialize in high-end goods such as 
antiques, art, fi ne porcelain, lighting, bronzes and sculptures. 

We have particular interest in fi ne jewelry, timepieces, 
diamonds, gold and silver. 

If you call we will come to you, free of charge, and evaluate 
what you are selling. We know the value of your possessions 
and are willing to pay top dollar on the spot. Please feel free 
to call seven days a week for a free same day consultation.

You may be sitting on a large fortune. 
Call Sherbee Antiques. They’ll tell you how much.

CALL TODAY 917-748-7622 OR 718-762-7448 
You’ll be glad you did.

Sherbee  Antiques
Est. 1940

BY PATRICK ROCCHIO
Households in Country Club 

and Spencer Estate may soon be 
able avoid real estate solicitations 
if they don’t wish to receive them. 

The NYS Department of State 
announced that it is adopting a 
real estate non-solicitation ‘cease 
and desist’ zone covering Country 
Club and much of Spencer Estate 
after the conclusion of a 45-day 
public comment period on Satur-
day, September 9. 

The zone, which will allow ho-
meowners to place their names on 
a real estate ‘do not contact list’, 
should be in effect around Sun-
day, October 1, according to the 
state agency.

Senator Jeff Klein was helping 
local groups including the Coun-
try Club Civic Association, Wa-
terbury-LaSalle Community As-
sociation and the Throggs Neck 
Homeowners Association collect 
evidence of real estate solicita-
tions and presented them to state. 

The agency held hearings in 
the east Bronx in 2016 on the is-
sue. 

A similar zone had previously 
expired for much of the area, and 
the new one should last fi ve years, 
according to sources. 

“The reinstatement of the cease 
and desist zone covering Country 
Club is a step in the right direc-
tion,” stated Klein. “Residents 
there who have been bombarded 
by intense real estate solicitations 
can soon fi le a notice with the New 
York Department of State to put 
an end to these tactics.” 

Michael McNerney, CCCA 
president, said that the organiza-
tion’s members were diligent in 
collecting real estate solicitations 
and that the issue was a concern 
in their community. 

“Country Club’s inclusion in 
the non-solicitation zone is some-
thing we have long sought and ex-
pected,” said McNerney,

“I think it is completely unfor-
tunate that Waterbury-LaSalle 
and Throggs Neck are not in-
cluded in this,” he said.

McNerney said that if he 
could offer advice to neighboring 
communities, he would say that 

whenever they receive real estate 
solicitations – whether a glossy 
post card or one with a cake 
recipe on it, as some of his mem-
bers received – to bring them to 
Klein’s office or to community 
association meetings. 

According to a the state map, 
when the new zone goes into ef-
fect, Bruckner Expressway, 
Griswold Avenue, Layton Ave-
nue and Eastchester Bay would 
be its boundaries. 

Klein urged residents in Wa-
terbury-LaSalle and Throggs 
Neck to continue to submit solic-
itations to his offi ce throughout 
the public comment period. 

Andrew Chirico of WLCA’s 
board said that the group sub-
mitted many examples of real es-
tate mailings. 

“We had solicitations from 
Queens and Long Island asking 
people to sell their houses,” said 
Chirico.

He added that many of the 
solicitors seemed to be develop-
ers and he was concerned this 
type of activity might encourage 

people who were not interested 
in selling into being coerced or 
frightened into doing so.  

Robert Barbarelli, TNHOA 
vice president, said that the 
group would be open to appeal-
ing the decision before the dead-
line, were following Klein’s lead 

and would continue submitting 
materials if members were inter-
ested.  

For a zone to be established, 
evidence must be offered of “in-
tense and repeated” solicita-
tion, according to Department of 
State. 

The proposed zone barring real estate solicitations from those who register 
would include Country Club and much of Spencer Estate. 
 Photo courtesy of NYS Department of State

Non-solicitation real estate 
zone readied for Country Club 
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Available
Entire Building For Sale
2 separate lots | Roof Playground | Sun Roof
2 Car Garage

Builder/Maurice Elmalem
Building Architectural Designer
Developer l General Contractor | Artist

Commercial Space
2600sqft Day Care Center, high ceiling, lighting, 2 large fi nished 
restrooms, roof playground, with handicap access, fi re and security 
alarm. 
 
Rive Platinum
3511 Cambridge Ave
(cross streets 235th St & Johnson Aves)
Riverdale  NY 10463
718.652.6600
mauricenterprise@aol.com

www.mauricecontractors.com for more information

Rive Platinum
Grand



Borough President 
Ruben Diaz, Jr. also ap-
plauded the move, arguing 
a more appropriate loca-
tion for these two statues 
would be the New York 
State Military Museum in 
Saratoga Springs, where 
they could be presented in 
a historical context rather 
than venerated. 

“Their inclusion at this 
location is especially gall-
ing,” Diaz said. “There is 
nothing great about two 
men who committed trea-
son against the United 
States to fi ght to keep the 
institution of slavery in-
tact.”

Mayor de Blasio an-
nounced the city will con-
duct a 90-day review of 
what he called symbols of 
hate in New York City.

But not everyone ap-
plauded the move. 

Prominent Bronx His-
torian Lloyd Ultan said the 
move is misguided, since 
the generals were nomi-
nated due to their military 
achievements, not their 
loyalty to the Confederacy. 
The hall is the ideal place 
for such fi gures, he ar-
gued.

“They were chosen by 
people from every state in 
the union, and they were 
chosen because of their 
military contributions to 
strategy and tactics that 
are studied even today,” 
Ultan said. “Both Lee and 
Jackson are in the section 
honoring people in the 
military. In fact, Lee’s bust 
is right next to the bust of 
(Union general) Ulysses S. 
Grant.”

The hall is an inclu-
sive entity, he added, and 
contains Americans of all 
races and ethnicities, in-
cluding several African-
American and Jewish 
American inductees.

Adding to their his-
toric nature, Ultan added, 
is the fact that the busts 
were created by two of the 
most prominent sculptors 
of their day, Bryant Baker 
(Jackson) and George T. 
Brewster (Lee).

The fi rst hall of fame 
in the nation, the Hall of 
Fame of Great Americans 
dates back to 1900, when it 
was built on what was then 
the Bronx campus of New 
York University. 

The 630-foot long open-
air colonnade was designed 
by architect Stanford 
White, who also designed 
the adjacent library build-
ing long considered one of 
the most iconic buildings 
in the borough.  

The 98 individuals en-
shrined in the hall, includ-
ing the two removed, were 
voted upon by a group of 
peers in their fi eld from 
across the country.

 The competition was 
fi erce – newspapers and in-
terest groups lobbied hard 
for candidates. 

One such group, The 
United Daughters of the 
Confederacy, was respon-
sible for the induction of 
General Jackson in 1955.

Unfortunately, due to 
legal battles over who ac-
tually owns the hall and 
oversees inductions and 
a lack of funding, the hall 
had gone untouched save 
occasional maintenance 
since 1973 until the recent 
removals. 

The last four inductees: 
Supreme Court Justice 
Louis Brandeis; American 
Red Cross founder Clara 
Barton; agricultural sci-
entist Luther Burbank and 
steel magnate and philan-
thropist Andrew Carne-
gie, have yet to have their 
bronze bust sculpted and 
added to the hall.

No announcement has 

been made on the fate of 
the two empty pillars that 
remain where Lee and 
Jackson busts once stood, 
or where the removed busts 
would be sent.

The removals also 
sparked questions over ac-
cess to the public campus 
by members of the media. 

J. B. Nicholas, a free-
lance reporter for the 
news website Gothamist, 
was arrested for trespass-
ing after refusing to leave 
the campus after he was 
approached by security 
while interviewing stu-
dents about the bust con-
troversy. He plans to fi ght 
the charges.

Bronx Community Col-
lege is overseen by City 
University of NY, a public, 
taxpayer-funded university 
system.  

On Tuesday, August 22, 
this reporter walked onto 
campus and proceeded to 
the hall and began taking 
photos. 

A security guard stand-
ing in the hall asked if I was 
a media member. When I 
confi rmed that I was, I was 
told media were not allowed 
and ordered to leave the 
campus.

Bronx Community Col-
lege legal counsel and dep-
uty to college president 
Karla Renee said she would 
look into the incident. 

“I have been in regular 
contact with the Chief of 
Public Safety and reporters 
are being allowed on cam-
pus to fi lm and photograph 
the Hall,” she said in a state-
ment. “I’m not sure why you 
would have been approached 
and asked to leave, but I am 
reaching out to Public Safety 
now to inquire further. I 
apologize for the confusion.”

Calls to Diaz for comment 
on the media-related inci-
dents were not returned by 
press time.

Posting under ‘Becca 
Chant’ on Facebook on Mon-
day, June 5, she called on so-
cial media friends in New 
York City to sign petitions to 
put Velazquez on the ballot.

Ortiz also provided the 
Bronx Times with documents 
that appear to be petition sig-
natures that apparently were 
gathered by Chant. 

Ortiz said he is going to 
help fellow Latino candidate 
Gomez continue his fi ght to 
get back on the ballot too, go-
ing so far as to attend a hear-
ing at the NYC Board of Elec-
tions with him on Tuesday, 
August 22. 

They also protested to-
gether outside of Velazquez’s 

Westchester Square campaign 
offi ce.

“I support my brother Alex 
Gomez and request that he be 
placed back on the ballot and 
allow voters of the 13th Coun-
cil District to choose fairly 
their next councilmember on 
Tuesday, September 12,” said 
Ortiz.

Gomez said that he would 
be back at another hearing 
on Tuesday, August 29 as the 
board continues looking into 
the matter. 

“(Velazquez) conspired to 
throw off her fellow Latino 
candidates from the Demo-
cratic ballot at all cost,” said 
Gomez, adding that she should 
withdraw her name from the 
ballot and apologize to her fel-

low candidates in the name of 
Latino unity. 

Ortiz is requesting that an 
investigation be opened into 
the Velazquez’s role in this 
matter. 

A spokesman for Ve-
lazquez, Jon Greenfi eld, of 
Red Horse Strategies, her 
communications manager, in 
an e-mailed statement, denied 
the two men’s claims. 

He claimed her two Latino 
opponents were attempting to 
“paint her as having less His-
panic heritage than them.”

Despite his court victory, 
Ortiz said he lost three valu-
able weeks of campaigning 
and had to expend signifi cant 
fi nancial resources during his 
legal challenge, he said. 
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Confederacy busts removed; rebel 
generals’ vanquished by Gov. Cuomo

Ortiz, Gomez: Valesquez’ tactics 
make her unfi t to run for offi ce
It is a victory for me. It is 
more of a victory for the 
people of the 13th Council 

District.
Victor Ortiz

On being reinstated on the ballot in 
the Tuesday, September 12 Democratic 

primary

Marjorie [Velazquez] should 
resign from the ballot and 

apologize to her fellow 
Latino candidates and the 

constituents of the 13th 
Council District.

Alex Gomez
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ANTIQUES & ESTATE BUYERS

ANTIQUE & ESTATE BUYERS
We buy anything old. One piece or house full. 

WILL TRAVEL. HOUSE CALLS.

ANTIQUE & ESTATE BUYERS
We buy anything old. One piece or house full. 

WILL TRAVEL. HOUSE CALLS.
WILL TRAVEL

ENTIRE
TRI-STATE!

FREE
Estimates!

We Pay $CASH$ For 
Paintings, Clocks, Watches, 
Estate Jewelry & Fine China, 

From Single Items 
to Entire Estates!
Coin & Stamp Collections

Costume Jewelry
Antique Furniture  Lamps
Bronzes  Paintings  Prints

Chinese & Japanese 
Artwork & Porcelain

Sports Collectibles 
Comic Books  Old Toys  Records
Cameras  Sterling Flatware Sets

HUMMELS & LLADROS

ANTIQUES & ESTATE BUYERS

TOP $ PAID
FOR JUDAICA
COLLECTIBLES

HOUSE
CALLS

MOVING orDOWNSIZING?CALL
US!

Top $ Paid
for Antique

Sterling!

Military
Collections

Wanted
Swords,
Knives,

Helmets, etc.

SEE OUR AD EVERY SUNDAY IN THE POST

SAME DAY  
SERVICE  

AVAILABLE

SERVING BRONX 
AND THE ENTIRE  
TRI-STATE AREA

516-974-6528516-974-6528

WILL TRAVEL. WE MAKE HOUSE CALLS.
1029 WEST JERICHO TURNPIKE, SMITHTOWN, L.I.

HOUSE 
CALLS

ASK FOR CHRISTOPHER
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BY BOB GUILIANO
Illegal dumping on sidewalks 

and the grassy areas near the 
180th Street IRT train station at 
Morris Park  and East Tremont 
avenues has created an eyesore 
and safety hazard for people com-
muting in the area, according to 
community offi cials.

From the Macca Poultry Shop 
at 605 Morris Park Avenue near 
Garfi eld Street, along MTA prop-
erty lines to East 180th Street, 
people are dumping debris from 
their vehicles, including 5-gal-

lon buckets of sheet rocking com-
pound, according to Anthony Vi-
taliano, chairman of Community 
Board 11.

Vitaliano said he spoke to Jac-
queline Carter, the MTA liaison 
with community boards, to ad-
dress the matter, and he was as-
sured she would contact the NYC 
Department of Sanitation to clean 
up the trash.

But when the Bronx Times 
Reporter contacted Carter, she 
refused to acknowledge that she 
relayed the board’s complaint 

to the MTA or whether she even 
contacted the DOS as she said she 
would. 

She referred all questions to 
the agency’s press offi ce.

The MTA press offi ce referred 
the inquiries to Kevin Ortiz, who 
handles transit issues, and Ortiz - 
after viewing a photo taken of the 
trash on Morris Park Avenue be-
tween Garfi eld and 180th streets 
taken by a CB 11 board member 
- said the trash was not exactly 

on MTA property, so it might be 
a DOS matter.

Unlike businesses or hom-
eowners who are responsible to 
maintain clean sidewalks in front 
of their properties, MTA defers to 
the DOS when matters such as 
illegal dumping create hazards 
near its properties according to 
CB 11 district manager Jeremy 
Warneke.

In the afternoon of Monday, 
August 21, Warneke said he heard 

back from the Department of San-
itation that it was going to try to 
clean up the mess later that eve-
ning.

“To my knowledge, it’s the 
MTA’s responsibility, but they de-
pend on the Department of Sani-
tation to help them,” Warneke 
said.

There are also vendors in the 
area of the 180th Street IRT train 
station that Warneke said he had 
reservations about their licenses 
to be there. 

Vendors sell items including 
avocados, shish kabobs, fresh 
tropical fruit, and coffee outside 
the station.

Napkins and used coffee con-
tainers dumped in the vicinity of 
the station are probably coming 
from the vendors, according to 
Warneke. 

The rest of the trash is com-
ing from people who just discard 
it there.

For real estate developers try-
ing to get bids on property in the 
area, “you get a hell of a welcome 
when you come up Morris Park 
Avenue,” Warneke said, referring 
to the eyesore of dumped trash, 
especially near trees, in the vi-
cinity of the train station.

Heaps of trash plague 180th Street train station

Illegally dumped trash is shown in this photo taken on Monday, August 21, around 
the East 180th Street IRT train station, specifi cally Morris Park Avenue, between 
Garfi eld and East 180th streets. 
 Photo courtesy of Chris Kirka, community associate, CB 11.

Vendors sell their wares on Morris Park Avenue in front of the 180th Street IRT 
train station on Tuesday, August 22. Community leaders have contacted the MTA 
and NYC Department of Sanitation Department to keep the area free of illegally 
dumped trash. 
 Community News Group/Bob Guiliano

Mott Haven to gain 167 affordable housing units
BY BOB GUILIANO

Plans for a large affordable 
housing development have been 
set in motion for 869 E. 147th 
Street in Mott Haven.

NYC officials joined with Rad-
son Development partners on 
Friday, August 16, for a ground-
breaking ceremony to celebrate 
the start of construction of Mar-
tin Luther King Plaza.

“Through the 167 affordable 
homes that will rise on this site, 
including 67 that will be perma-
nently affordable, MLK Plaza 
is helping to shape a stronger, 
more diverse neighborhood for 
future generations,” said Eric 
Enderlin, president of NYC 
Housing Development Corpora-
tion, in a news release.

The city is always looking to 
expand its tools to create more 
lasting affordability for New 
York City’s neighborhoods, 
according to Maria Torres-
Springer, commissioner NYC 
Housing Preservation and De-
velopment.

“Through the city’s new Man-
datory Inclusionary Housing 
program and HPD’s OurSpace 

program, 67 of the 167 homes at 
Martin Luther King Plaza will 
be permanently affordable, in-
cluding 33 homes for formerly 
homeless New Yorkers,” Tor-
res-Springer said.

The creation of new afford-
able housing units is helping 
to drive the ongoing positive 
transformation of the Bronx, 
according to Borough President 
Ruben Diaz Jr. 

“MLK PLaza will bring 
much needed affordable units 
to Mott Haven, and I was proud 
to have provided this project 
with $500,000 in funding from 
my own capital budget,” Diaz 
said.

Access to affordable housing 
is the most daunting challenge 
Bronx residents face, according 
to Congressman Jose E. Ser-
rano. 

“At MLK Plaza, hundreds of 
low- and middle-income Bronx 
families and individuals, in-
cluding formerly homeless 
people, will now have access to 
quality affordable rental hous-
ing units with community and 
green spaces,” Serrano said. 

“With this building, we are also 
honoring the legacy of Dr. Mar-
tin Luther King Jr. by making 
sure the socially disadvantaged 
have access to one of the most 
basic necessities, a place to call 

home.” 
The development of this site 

was made possible following ap-
proval of a rezoning through the 
city’s Uniform Land Use Review 
Procedure by the Department 

of City Planning, in coordina-
tion with Radson Development, 
Mark-Viverito, Diaz, and Com-
munity Board 1, according to 
the release. 

“Radson Development is 
proud to bring this beautifully 
designed building to the Mott 
Haven neighborhood,” said 
Dan Rad, principal, Radson 
Development.

“This building will be the 
cornerstone of inclusive trans-
formation of this community,” 
Rad said. “Our ample on-site 
amenities and mix of afford-
able units will serve New York-
ers at a variety of income lev-
els.” 

Apartments at MLK Plaza 
will serve households of a wide 
range of incomes including 
very low-, low-, and moderate-
income families. 

The unit mix will include 
25 studios, 57 one-bedrooms, 
60 two-bedrooms, 24 three-

bedroom units, and one two-
bedroom unit for the superin-
tendent and a 722 square foot 
community room and a green 
roof. 

Representatives from the NYC Housing Development Corporation, NYC Department 
of Housing Preservation and Development, City Council Speaker Melissa Mark-Viv-
erito, and Borough President Ruben Diaz, Jr. join Radson Development and project 
partners to celebrate the start of construction of Martin Luther King Plaza at 869 
E. 147th Street in Mott Haven. Courtesy of NYC Department of Housing Preservation & 
Development
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SOLVE YOUR CHILD’S
READING PROBLEM
ACHIEVE

3 TO 6 YEARS OF
READING IMPROVEMENT

IN ONE YEAR!!!
“A Miracle In The Making!” - CBS TV

Dicker Reading Method
75 Brook Street, Scarsdale | 914.472.0600 | www.DickerReading.com

WATCH THIS VIDEO NOW:
www.nymetroparents.com/listing/Dicker-reading

CHILDREN AT OR
BELOW GRADE LEVEL

WILL BECOME THE
BEST READERS IN

THEIR CLASS

ACHIEVE
1 TO 3 YEARS OF

READING IMPROVEMENT
THIS SUMMER.

WATCH OUR VIDEOS NOW:
 Dickerreading.com/DRM_Advantage.ASP

SOLVE YOUR CHILD’S
READING PROBLEM



BY BOB GUILIANO
As Mayor de Blasio’s 

$62.8 million homeless 
project prepares for occu-
pancy at 233 Landing Road 
in University Heights, area 
residents feel frustrated 
in their attempts to get an-
swers from elected offi cials 
about its anticipated impact 
to the neighborhood.

The Landing Road Resi-
dence will be the fi rst proj-
ect created under the may-
or’s HomeStretch Program, 
according to the New York 
Housing Conference web-
site.

With 135 permanent 
units and a 200-bed transi-
tional shelter, the project 
will offer 111 studios for sin-
gle adults earning no more 
than $21,175 annually, seven 
one-bedroom units for 
households of two earning 
no more than $34,550 annu-
ally, 17 two-bedroom units 
for families of three earn-
ing no more than $46,620 
annually, and one superin-
tendent unit. 

The point of contention 
for the Fordham Hill Oval 
Owners Association is who 
will occupy the 200-bed 
shelter. 

Offi cers of the associa-
tion board have been told 
men only, but NYHC claims 
the residents will be work-
ing homeless single adults.

“We are demanding 
Commissioner Steven 
Banks (NYC Department 
of Homeless Services) and 
Deputy Commissioner Da-
vid Neustadt (NYC Human 
Resources Administration) 

to meet with us in person 
and look us in the eyes and 
say, ‘Why are you  bring-
ing 200 plus not working, 
homeless men over near us 
and we’re getting the run-
around?’” Rachel Bradshaw, 
FHOOA vice president, told 
the Bronx Times.

While Bradshaw ac-
knowledged that de Blasio 
appointed Banks to help 
solve the homeless epidemic 
in New York City, she was 
upset that “as the largest 
privately fi nanced coopera-
tive in NYC, and a staple 
in the community for 72 
years,” that FHOOA was 
not consulted before con-
struction was approved. 

The residents of the 1,100 
units, nine building coop 
sought assurances that 
their safety would not be 
jeopardized.

“We are having a huge 
town hall in September,” 
Bradshaw said. “We want 
Muzzy Rosenblatt, execu-
tive director of the Bowery 
Residents Committee, to 
come and face sharehold-
ers.”

The association board 
is against the shelter hous-
ing 200-plus homeless men, 
but would entertain hav-
ing Vietnam veterans, do-
mestic-abuse survivors and 
single mothers living there, 
according to Bradshaw.

The BRC will provide 
on-site security around the 
clock, according to Mat-
thew Borden, assistant com-
missioner of government af-
fairs, DHS.

The BRC plans to hire 46 

staff members with security 
functions, all of whom will 
be New York State-licensed 
security guards, according 
to Borden, who provided 
this information via e-mail 
to FHOOA offi cers.

He added that 69 secu-
rity cameras have been in-
stalled inside and outside of 
the building to monitor both 
the transitional shelter and 
permanent residences. 

Borden wrote, “Record-
ings will be made available 
to authorities in the event 
that arrests or prosecution 
are warranted.”

Board offi cers said they 
had a “productive” meeting 
with Congressman Adriano 
Espaillat on Friday, August 
18, at Fordham Hill, accord-
ing to Blake. 

They have also been try-
ing to get a meeting with 
Assemblyman Victor Pich-
ardo.

City offi cials met with 
FHOOA board members on 
Monday, June 26 to discuss 
the facility, according to 
Isaac McGinn, press secre-
tary for the DHS.

“Our assistant commis-
sioner of Government Af-
fairs Matthew Borden, DHS 
Bronx Borough director Ni-
cole Jordan, Council Mem-
ber (Fernando) Cabrera, 
and David Tatum, chief 
program offi cer at BRC, the 
not-for-profi t service pro-
vider that will be operating 
this facility, met with coop 
board members to discuss 
the facility,” McGinn said 
in an email to the Bronx 
Times Reporter.
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An exterior view of the $62.8 million homeless project at 233 Landing Road in University Heights. Ex-
pected to open for occupancy in November, it should house 200 homeless and also offer low-income 
housing. Community News Group/Arthur Cusano

Homeless project set to 
open in University Heights

BY ARTHUR CUSANO
Students and staff at 

Mount St. Michael Acad-
emy are dealing with the 
loss of an incoming fresh-
man just weeks before the 
school year was set to be-
gin.

A spokesman confi rmed 
14-year-old Dominic Bess 
of Baychester died during 
football practice Tuesday, 
August 22 on the campus of 
the Catholic high school, lo-
cated at 4300 Murdoch Av-
enue. 

Bess was taking part 
in cardio drills at around 
9 a.m. on school grounds 
when he collapsed, accord-
ing to a school spokesman.

Police from the 47th Pre-
cinct responded to a 911 call 
of an unconscious male at 
the school ball fi eld at 9:31 
a.m.

Upon arrival, offi cers 
found Bess unconscious 
and unresponsive.

Bess was transported to 
Montefi ore Hospital, where 
he was pronounced dead. 

A medical examiner 
will determine Bess’ cause 
of death and the investiga-
tion is ongoing, according 
to police.

Grief counselors will 
be at the school to help stu-
dents cope with the trag-
edy.

“Our heartfelt thoughts 
and prayers are with his 
family and friends, as well 
as coaches, the team and 
our student-athletes,” said 
school spokeswoman Lisa 
Bennett. 

Football players re-
sumed practice at 8 a.m. 
Wednesday, according to 
the school’s offi cial Twitter 
feed.

Local elected leaders 
also voiced sympathy for 
the sudden death, including 
Councilman Andy King.

“I am incredibly sad-
dened to learn of the sud-
den passing of this young 
student and promising 
athlete,” King said. “My 
thoughts and prayers are 
with his family, friends and 
teachers during this very 
diffi cult time.”

Senator Jamal Bailey 
also offered condolences for 
the Bess family.

“Incredibly saddening 
news. Please pray for the 
family of this young man,” 
Bailey said 

On the school’s Face-
book page, alum and par-
ents offered condolences to 
the family. 

“When my son called me 
today telling me about this 
devastating news that hap-
pened at practice it broke 
my heart,” said Tracy Mon-
ica Zea.  “My condolences 
go out to his family. Every 
parent’s worst nightmare. 
May God bless his soul.”

Some parents ques-
tioned why practice wasn’t 
cancelled or moved inside 
due to the excessive heat. 

The temperature had 
already risen to around 80 
degrees with high humid-
ity, and a heat advisory had 
been issued by the National 
Weather Service for later 
that day.

“It is so sad,” said Ray 
Ann Kaseman. “A day like 
today with this heat, prac-
tice should have been can-
celled. Use common sense.”

Mayor de Blasio also 
chimed in on the issue, call-
ing for more oversight over 
athletic activities during 
extreme heat on Twitter.

“Our hearts break for 
this young man’s family,” 
the mayor said. “We should 
prohibit sports practices 
during heat waves.”

Bess’ death follows the 
passing of a football player 
at Sachem High School East 
on Long Island earlier in 
the month. 

That 16-year-old student 
died when a heavy log being 
carried by players during a 
drill dropped on his head. 

Some of the football 
coaches at the school have 
since been relieved of their 
positions.

Mount St. Michael 
mourns athlete’s death

I am incredibly 
saddened to learn of 

the sudden passing of 
this young student and 
promising athlete. My 
thoughts and prayers 

are with his family, 
friends and teachers 

during this very        
diffi cult time.

Andy King
Councilman

Shop In Our 
Classified 

Pages 
and Save 

Money
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BRIDAL FASHION
BRIDAL CENTER
7233 Amboy Road, Staten Island, (718) 227-8647
www.alwaysabridesmaidboutique.com

BRIDAL STYLES BOUTIQUE
905 Ave. U, Brooklyn, (718) 339–3222
www.bridalstylesboutique.com

MONEY SAVER SHOES INC.
Specializing Wide Widths, Dyeable & Evening Shoes
2098 Flatbush Ave., Brooklyn, (718) 258-0171

ULTIMATE FASHIONS
4255 Amboy Rd, SI, NY 10308  (718) 605-3274
316 Woodbridge Center Drive, Woodbridge, NJ 07095
(732) 750-1174, ultfash@optonline.net  
Staten Island Mall
Lower Level, Macy’s Wing Staten Island New York 10314 (718) 
370-2984, www.ultfash.com

TUXEDOS
TUXEDO WORLD OF STATEN ISLAND
2791 Richmond Ave #6, SI, NY 10314
(718) 698-4859, www.tuxedoworldsi.com

CATERING & VENUES
ADRIA HOTEL & CONFERENCE CENTER
221-17 Northern Boulevard, Bayside, NY 11361
(718) 631-5900, www.adriahotelny.com

ATLAS STEAKHOUSE
943 Coney Island Avenue, off  18th Ave., Brooklyn, NY
(646) 494-7227, www.AtlasSteak.com

BAY RIDGE MANOR
476 76th St., Brooklyn, (718) 748-8855
www.bayridgemanor.com

BAYSIDE HISTORICAL SOCIETY
208 Totten Ave - Fort Totten, Bayside, NY 11359, 
(718) 352-1548, www.baysidehistorical.org/rentals.html

BUCKLEY’S
2926 Ave. S, Brooklyn
(718) 998-4222, www.buckleyscaterers.com

DYKER BEACH GOLF COURSE
86th Street and 7th Avenue, Brooklyn, NY 11228
(718) 836–9722 x 1 or privateeventdirector@dykerbeachgc
www.dykerbeachgc.com

EDIBLE ARRANGEMENTS
133-22 Springfi eld Blvd. (718) 528-3344
158-18 Cross Bay Blvd. (718) 848-3344
1357 Fulton St. (718) 622-3344
1557 Ralph Ave. (718) 451-3344
www.ediblearrangements.com/stores/StoreLocator.aspx

GLEN TERRACE
5313 Ave. N, Brooklyn (718) 252-4614

GRAND OAKS COUNTRY CLUB
200 Huguenot Ave., Staten Island
(718) 356–2771, www.grandoaksnyc.com

GRAND PROSPECT HALL
263 Prospect Ave., Brooklyn (718) 788-0777
www.grandprospecthall.com

GREENHOUSE CAFE
7717 Third Ave., Brooklyn (718) 833-8200
www.greenhousecafe.com

IL FORNETTO
2902 Emmons Ave. in Brooklyn, (718) 332-8494
www.ilFornettoRestaurant.com

KENNEDY’S BREEZY POINT
406 Bayside, Rockaway Point, NY 11697
(718) 945-0202, www.kennedysbreezypoint.com

MARBELLA RESTAURANT
220-33 Northern Blvd., Bayside, NY 11361
(718) 423-0100, www.marbella-restaurant.com

NICK’S LOBSTER HOUSE
2777 Flatbush Ave, Brooklyn, NY 11234, (718) 253-7117

PARADISE CATERING HALL
51 Avenue U, Brooklyn, NY 11223
(718) 372-4352, www.theparadisecateringhall.com

THE PEARL ROOM
8518 - 3rd Avenue, Brooklyn, NY 11209
(718) 833-6666, www.pearlroombklyn.com

PELHAM BAY & SPLIT ROCK GOLF COURSE
870 Shore Road, Bronx, NY 10464, (718) 885-1258 x224 or  
privateeventdirector@pelhamsplitrock
http://www.pelhamsplitrock.com

QUEENS BOTANICAL GARDEN
43-50 Main St, Flushing, NY 11355 (718) 886-3800 x201
www.queensbotanical.org/weddingsandevents

SCHNITZEL HAUS
7319 5th Avenue, Bay Ridge, NY 11029
(718) 836-5600, www.schnitzelhausny.com

SIRICO’S CATERERS
8015-23 13th Ave., Brooklyn, (718) 331-2900,
www.siricoscaterers.net

TERRACE ON THE PARK
52-11 111 Street, Flushing, NY 11368, (718) 592-5000,
www.terraceonthepark.com

THE VANDERBILT AT SOUTH BEACH
300 Father Capodanno Blvd., Staten Island
(718) 447-0800, www.vanderbiltsouthbeach.com

LODGING
ADRIA HOTEL AND CONFERENCE CENTER
221-17 Northern Boulevard, Bayside, NY 11361
www.adriahotelny.com, (800) 272-3742

ENTERTAINMENT
AMAZING BOTTLE DANCERS
(800) 716-0556, pasproductions@yahoo.com 
www.bottledancers.com

E-SQUARED PRODUCTIONS/
360 ENTERTAINMENT
4308 Richmond Ave. in Staten Island or 1665 Bath Ave. in 
Brooklyn, (718) 227–3235, www.e2dj.com

FAVORS & INVITATIONS
UNFORGETTABLE EVENTS
2049 Flatbush Ave in Brooklyn, (718) 377-4535,

FLORISTS
FLORAL FANTASY
3031 Quentin Rd. in Brooklyn, (718) 998-7060 or
(800) 566–8380, www.fl oralfantasyny.com

HENRY’S FLORIST
8103 Fifth Ave. in Brooklyn
(800) 543-6797 or (718) 238–3838, 
www.henrysfl oristweddingevents.com

MARINE FLORIST AND DECORATORS
1995 Flatbush Ave. in Brooklyn, 
(800) 447-6730 or (718) 338-3600, 
www.marinefl orists.com

JEWELRY
BENNY’S JEWELRY
89-02 165th Street, Suite B-1, Jamaica, NY 11432
(718) 526-4613, www.bennyny.com

BOBBY’S JEWELERS DIAMOND SPECIALIST
514 - 81 Street, Brooklyn, NY, 11209
(718) 745-1725

LIMOUSINE SERVICES
MILA LIMOUSINE CORPORATION
(718) 232-8973, www.milalimo.com

ROMANTIQUE/DOUBLE DIAMOND LIMOUSINES
1421-86 Street, Brooklyn (718) 351-7273
2041-Hylan Blvd., Staten island (718) 351-7273
www.rddlimos.com

SERGI’S PARTY LIMO
171-15A Northern Blvd, Queens, NY 11358
(718) 353-5466, (212) 682-4040, (516) 489-4040
Toll Free: (888) 546-6134, (888) limo-134
Fax: (718) 353-5499, info@sergislimo.com
www.sergislimo.com

VIP LIMOS SVC
(516) 488-LIMO(5466), 
www.viplimosvc.com

PHOTOGRAPHY & VIDEO
FANTASY PHOTOGRAPHY
3031 Quentin Rd., Brooklyn (718) 998-0949
www.fantasyphotographyandvideo.com

GLAMOUR ME PHOTO & VIDEO
104-12 111th St., South Richmond Hill, (888) 400-2738 or (718) 
504–1970, www.glamourmestudio.com

ONE FINE DAY PHOTOGRAPHERS
459 Pacifi c St., Massapequa Park (516) 690–1320
www.onefi nedayphotographers.com

SALONS
AF BENNETT SALON
350 New Dorp Lane, Staten Island NY 10306
(718) 979-9000 www.afbennett.com

PILO ARTS SALON
8412 3 Ave, Brooklyn (718) 748–7411  www.piloarts.com

SERVICES
JOSEPH LICHTER, D.D.S.
1420 Ave. P in Brooklyn, (718) 339-7878,
www.josephlichterdds.com

OMNI DENTAL CARE
313 Kings Hwy. in Brooklyn, (718) 376-8656
www.omnidentalcare.com

THE VEIN CENTER OF THE VASCULAR INSTITUTE 
OF NY
Dr. Natalie Marks
960 - 50 Street, Brooklyn, NY 11219  
(718) 438-0067
www.vascularnyc.com

TRAVEL
JO-LYN TRAVEL AGENCY
7505-15th Avenue, Brooklyn, NY 11219
(718) 232-3139, jolyntravel@aol.com

WEDDING EXPOS
BOSCO’S WEDDING EXPO
www.cl.boscoweddings.com

BRIDAL AFFAIR
(718) 317–9701, www.bridalaff air.com

GREAT BRIDAL EXTRAVAGANZA
North Babylon, NY 11703, 631-667-EXPO (3976)
www.greatbridalextravaganza.com

TO BE INCLUDED IN THIS DIRECTORY CALL (718) 260–2500
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BY ROBERT WIRSING
A Bronx dentist joined 

his peers in helping under-
privileged Israeli children 
regain their smiles.

American dentists, doc-
tors Steve Katz, Ariel Levy 
and John Case, recently 
traveled to Israel to volun-
teer at the Trudi Birger 
Dental Clinic in Jerusalem 
through Dental Volunteers 
for Israel, a special program 
providing free dental care 
and oral health education 
to thousands of Jerusalem’s 
needy children annually.

Dr. Ariel Levy, a fi ve-
year St. Barnabas Hospital 
orthodontics resident, is an 
Israeli native.

At age 22, Dr. Levy and 
his family emigrated to 
the U.S. where they settled 
down in Riverdale.

Dr. Levy is a Brandeis 
University Class of 2009 
graduate and a UNC School 
of Dentistry Class of 2013 
alum.

“I go home to Israel ev-
ery year to see friends and 
family. I dearly miss it,” he 
said. “In recent years, I have 
been able to use my dental 
experience back home at 
this wonderful clinic. DVI 
has advanced equipment 
and experienced staff that 
make a visit a pleasure for 
any doctor or patient.”

This is the second time 
Dr. Levy has volunteered 

with DVI in his home coun-
try.

He has booked his next 
visit with DVI for February 
2018.

With a total population 
of 830,000, Jerusalem has 
over 200,000 youth living 
below the poverty line.

Volunteer dentists and 
their Israeli colleagues per-
form approximately 1,000 
treatments each month.

Most DVI patients are 
referred to the free clinic 
through the Municipal 
Welfare Offi ce, homeless 
shelters, at-risk youth pro-
grams, shelters for battered 
women and their children 
and other welfare organiza-
tions.

Each patient has a story 
and a reason for living be-
low the poverty line.

One such patient doc-
tors Levy, Katz and Case 
treated this year was Eden, 
a 21-year-old woman born 
into an abusive family who 
suffered sexual and physi-
cal abuse by her biological 
parents.

At age 13, Eden’s mother 
struck her so hard that she 
fell and knocked out her two 
front teeth.  

She was fi tted with tem-
porary crowns two years 
later, but was not able to re-
place them due to her fam-
ily situation.

Over the years, Eden’s 

temporary crowns deterio-
rated and fell out, leaving 
her with a gap that led to 
shifting teeth and an un-
healthy mouth.

She will require ex-
tensive specialized dental 
treatment including sur-
gery, root canal therapy, 
implants and crowns.

“It’s an unfortunate situ-
ation with Eden’s teeth and 
she needs a lot of dental 
work,” Dr. Levy noted.

The American Friends 
of DVI, a non-profi t sup-
porting DVI’s work through 
volunteer recruitment and 
fundraising efforts, has 
launched a GoFundMe cam-
paign to help Eden regain 
her smile.

If interested in donating, 
visit www.gofundme.com/
help-eden-regain-her-smile.

DVI was founded by late 
Holocaust survivor, micro-
biologist and dedicated hu-
manitarian activist Trudi 
Birger in 1980 when the Is-
raeli government cut dental 
care from public health pro-
grams.

Having survived one of 
history’s darkest chapters, 
Birger vowed to prevent the 
suffering of other children 
through DVI which she 
oversaw until her death on 
April 24, 2002.

For more information, 
visit www.americanfriend-
sofdvi.org.

Bronx dentist helps 
Israeli kids regain smiles

(l-r) DVI director general Dr. Roy Petel with volunteer dentists Dr. Lenny Bers, AFDVI Board member; Dr. 
Scott Dubowsky, AFDVI Board president; Dr. Ariel Levy and Dr. John Case. 
 Photo courtesy of American Friends of DVI

BY ARTHUR CUSANO
The Van Cortlandt Li-

brary is moving to a much 
larger building after de-
cades in its tiny Van Cort-
landt Village location.

The one-room, one-fl oor 
ibrary has been located 
at 3874 Sedgwick Avenue, 
just down the road from 
the Jerome Park Reservoir 
and historic Van Cortlandt 
Park, since 1968. 

Prior to that, it had been 
based out of a small apart-
ment building down the 
road.

Earlier this month New 
York Public Library fi nal-
ized its purchase of a 5,800- 
square-foot building at 
nearby 3882 Cannon Place 
that will be converted into 
the new branch.

The building was pur-
chased by the NYPL on 
Thursday, August 17 for 
$1.85 million, according 
to NYC Department of Fi-
nance documents. Prior to 
that, the building had been 
owned by a limited liability 
company.

Councilman Andrew Co-
hen, Senator Jeff Klein, As-
semblyman Jeffrey Dinow-
itz and Borough President 
Ruben Diaz, Jr. allocated 
over $2 million for the new 
facility, expected to be com-

pleted in spring 2019.
“I’m thrilled that the 

Van Cortlandt Branch has 
found a new home,” said 
Cohen. “I was proud to help 
fund this project that will 
allow the Van Cortlandt Li-
brary to grow with the com-
munity. The Van Cortlandt 
Library has always been an 
important part of our com-
munity and I am excited for 
its expansion.”

The larger location will 
enable even more fami-
lies to enjoy their favor-
ite books and library pro-
grams, said Klein, who 
allocated $500,000 for the 
project.

“The purchase of the 
new Cannon Place property 
by the NYPLis a monumen-
tal step for Bronx residents 
and their quest for a new 
Van Cortlandt branch,” he 
said.

The move can’t come 
soon enough for branch 
manager Peter Pamphile. 

Despite the small size, 
the branch has seen a 49 
percent increase in pro-
gram attendance in recent 
years, which Pamphile said 
has created confl icts

“Programs happen on 
the fl oor itself in the chil-
dren’s area, and that’s an 
area meant for seating 

where people read books,” 
he said. “We had a program 
where someone was giving 
the history of beats and 
percussion of a drum, so 
we had to warn the whole 
branch ahead of time that 
it was going to be louder, 
and people were disturbed 
by it a bit.”

The branch is very 
crowded, he said, espe-
cially after school since it 
is located near P.S. 95. But 
Pamphile said it isn’t just 
used by children.

“It ranges from infants 
looking to take out their 
fi rst book to seniors who 
want the new James Pat-
terson novel,” he said. “I 
can honestly say there is 
no primary user, we run 
the full gamut of ages.”

Pamphile said the li-
brary system would be 
reaching out to residents 
for their input about what 
they want to see in the new 
library.

The two-family home 
originally on the property 
was demolished in 2008 to 
make way for a two-story 
supportive housing build-
ing. 

A temporary certifi cate 
of occupancy was issued 
for a two-story, 10-unit fa-
cility in 2016.

New Van Cortlandt 
Library to add 
needed space

The Van Cortlandt Library will be moving to a larger location down the road after decades at its tiny 
Sedgwick Road location. Arthur Cusano
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Bronx YMCA
Bon Appétit Fundraiser 

�����������	��
�������������
honoring

Gary Axelbank
Rosemary DeLuca

Demetris Giannoulias 
Chairman & CEO, Spring Bank 

Nalini Singh 
Principal at Antonia Pantoja Preparatory Academy

Thursday, September 7, 2017
6:00pm - 9:00pm

Unlimited Food and Wine Tasting 

Bronx YMCA
2 Castle Hill Avenue, Bronx, NY 10473

R.S.V.P.  -  718.789.9736, ext. 209  •  deadams@ymcanyc.org

Ticket Price  -  $100 per person

SPONSORED BY
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BY PATRICK ROCCHIO
It’s time to lace up your 

running shoes for a wor-
thy cause. 

The 16th annual Lt. 
Thomas Clesse 5k Memo-
rial Run that remembers 
the events of September 
11th 2001 and commem-
orates one of the 49th 
Precinct’s ‘Finest’ takes 
place on Pelham Parkway 
on Saturday, September 9 
at 9 a.m. 

The proceeds from this 
year’s event will go to De-
tective Miosotis Familia’s 
family, said 49th Precinct 

Community Affairs police 
officer David Lepore. 

Most years the chari-
table race supports the 
Patrolmen Benevolent As-
sociation’s Widows and 
Children’s Fund, said Joe 
Thompson, 49th Precinct 
Community Council pres-
ident, but sometimes race 
organizers feel compelled 
to help others as well. 

“In years past the 
proceeds have almost al-
ways gone to the widows 
and children’s fund, but 
with (Familia’s) ultimate 
sacrifice so fresh in our 
minds we decided it to be 
most fitting to donate to 
her family,” said Lepore. 

The event is typically 
an “amazing day where 
we get our community and 
police running together,” 
said Lepore, adding it is a 

way honor fallen officers 
from September 11th and 
to remember Clesse, who 
embodied the idea of com-
munity policing. 

Familia was assassi-
nated as she sat in a mo-
bile command unit in the 
46th Precinct on Wednes-
day, July 5. 

Thompson said that in 
past years, the event has 
also helped the victims 
of the Boston Marathon 
bombing in 2013.

Since he and three 
other people founded the 
race, Thompson said the 

precinct and its commu-
nity affairs office has al-
ways been supportive of 
the effort. 

“We pick a date that is 
close to September 11th,” 
said Thompson, saying 
that the race “commemo-
rates an atrocity that hap-
pened on our soil that we 
should never forget.” 

First, second and third 
place winners among men 
and women runners are 
honored with trophies. 

Two sets of trophies 
are given out to men and 
women under and over 
50, so there are plenty of 
chances to win, he said. 

There will also be a 
children’s race with med-
als awarded, he said. 

“It helps to bring our 
community together, be-
cause all kinds of people 

run in this race,” said 
Thompson. 

Thompson said that he 
was very grateful to the 
event’s sponsor: Simone 
Development. 

Joseph Kelleher, pres-
ident of Simone Metro 
Properties at Hutchinson 
Metro Center, said that 
Simone Development sup-
ports the race because 
the 49th Precinct is the 
development’s local com-
munity police force and 
they have done a fantas-
tic job protecting and 
reaching out to the com-

munity. 
“We just believe in the 

cause of supporting police 
officers in the line of duty 
that have given their lives 
for the sake of public ser-
vice,” said Kelleher. 

He added that it is 
great feeling to race down 
Pelham Parkway without 
traffic. 

According to a previ-
ously published Bronx 
Times Reporter story, 
Clesse passed away from 
cancer on July 27, 2002 
after a 32-year NYPD ca-
reer. 

To sign up for the up-
coming event, people can 
go to the 49th Precinct 
at 2122 Eastchester Road 
before the race starts the 
day of the event or they 
can call the community 
affairs office at (718) 918-

16th Annual Clesse 
Run September 9th

It’s one of those 
things that 

happened on our 
soil that we should 

never forget. 
Joe Thompson 

On remembering 
September 11, 2001 at 
the Clesse 5K run walk

BY BOB GUILIANO
The Bronx YMCA is plan-

ning its Bon Appetit Fund-
raiser with four local honor-
ees on Thursday, September 
7, at its 2 Castle Hill Avenue 
location.

Offering a “selection of 
food and wine from some of 
the best restaurants in the 
Bronx and beyond,” according 
to a fl yer, the event will honor 
Gary Axelbank, Rosemary De-
Luca, Demetris Giannoulias 
and Nalini Singh.

Tickets cost $100 per per-
son with the money going 
toward providing the Y’s tod-
dlers, children, teens, adults 
and senior citizens with “qual-
ity activities and services that 
keep our communities strong,” 
Axelbank noted. 

Axelbank hosts Bronx-
Talk, a fl agship talk show in 
the Bronx that debuted in Oc-
tober of 1994. 

As a call-in talk show, 
BronxTalk gives Bronxites 
an opportunity to talk on the 
air with the borough’s movers 
and shakers. 

It has also presented politi-
cal debates in some of the bor-
ough’s most hotly contested 
campaigns.

BronxTalk also tackles 
issues including Bronx edu-
cation, crime and policing, 
politics, health care, youth 
services, domestic violence, 
housing, economic develop-
ment, arts and entertainment, 
and quality of life. 

BronxTalk, produced by 
Yeila Lluberes, is broadcast 
live on Cablevision’s channel 
67 and Verizon Fios channel 
33 at 9 p.m. Mondays.

DeLuca is a former Wild-
life Conservation Society 
executive who was honored 
for her service to the institu-
tion and people of the Bronx 
during a retirement party on 
Wednesday, July 12, inside 
the Bronx Zoo’s Schiff Family 
Great Hall.

DeLuca served as WCS’s 
director of government rela-

tions for 16 years and previ-
ously worked as the New York 
Botanical Garden’s commu-
nity affairs manager for seven 
years.

Borough President Ruben 
Diaz Jr. and other elected of-
fi cials declared the day as 
‘Rosemary DeLuca Day’ in 
her honor.

Giannoulias is the founder, 
chairman and CEO of Spring 
Bank, which supports the 
growth of small businesses 
and startups in the Bronx 
through a partnership with 
the Business Outreach Cen-
ter, a Community Develop-
ment Financial Institution 
(CDFI)-certifi ed small-busi-
ness development organiza-
tion, according to the website 
for Community Development 
Bankers Association at http://
cdbanks.org.

In the summer of 2014, 
Spring Bank wrote a letter 
of credit to help the Business 
Outreach Center secure the 
lease for the Bronx Business 

Incubator, a new space for en-
trepreneurs to conduct busi-
ness, engage in workshops 
and network with peers, ac-
cording to the website. 

“A majority of small busi-
nesses get their fi rst loans 
from community banks,” said 
Giannoulias. “It’s fun to meet 
people and hear them talk 
passionately about something 
that they’re working on and to 
be able to be a part of it. That’s 
the great thing about being a 
banker.”

Nalini Singh is principal 
of Antonia Pantoja Prepa-
ratory Academy: A College 
Board School, 1980 Lafayette 
Avenue. No information was 
available from the school’s 
website at www.appabx.org/
home.

The Y requests that those  
interested in attending the 
gala to R.S.V.P. by Tuesday, 
September 5, by calling Debo-
rah Adams at (718) 789-9736 
Ext. 209, or emailing her at de-
adams@ymcanyc.org.

Bon Appetit Fundraiser 
set at Bronx YMCA

‘BronxTalk’ host Gary Axelbank is one of this year’s honorees. File 
Photo
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sitive juncture. 
“The was an extensive 

give and take between us 
and Michael Fernandes,” 
said Kaufman. “People 
were airing every concern 
that they had, he was try-
ing to answer them.” 

At the end of the meet-
ing, Kaufman said that 
TNS and those present 
suggested that they draft 
a memorandum of under-
standing for Fernandes to 
sign. 

MOUs don’t have the 
force of law but could be 
used later in a legal pro-
ceeding if necessary. 

“He will in a letter, 
hopefully, agree to what we 
expect to have in the build-
ing,” said Kaufman.

TNS co-chairman Bob 
Jaen said the stipulations, 
which are still being de-

veloped, include that the 
current renters in the 
building can stay, that 
there will be no homeless 
shelter or transient hous-
ing for addiction related 
services, and that a future 
use will be services for au-
tistic children.  

“We understand that 
the community is looking 
for answers, but at this 
time, we are in a negoti-
ation-type atmosphere,” 
said Jaen.

At the meeting, Fer-
nandes said he was work-
ing with two health-re-
lated entities, Advantage 
Care Physicians and Ad-
vocate Care Community 
Partners, but elected of-
fi cials checked with both 
groups, and they have de-
nied any affi liation to the 
building or to Steward Re-
development. 

In a joint statement, 

Senator Jeff Klein, As-
semblyman Michael Bene-
detto and Assemblyman 
Mark Gjonaj called on 
Fernandes to reveal his 
plans.

“It came to our atten-
tion that Michael Fer-
nandes, the ‘owner’ of 2800 
Bruckner (Boulevard), in-
dicated that he would be 
opening social service of-
fi ces with reimbursement 
coming through his part-
nership with ACP, a Med-
icaid service provider,” 
the statement read. “Since 
Medicaid is a state-run 
program, we immediately 
looked into his claims.”

A spokeswoman for 
Advocate Care Commu-
nity Partners denied any 
involvement. 

“We are not affi liated 
in any way with Mr. Fer-
nandes, Steward Redevel-
opment (or) 2800 Bruckner 

(Boulevard),” said Cindy 
Goff, an Emblem Health 
vice president on behalf 
of ACCP, explaining that 
Fernandes used the acro-
nym at the meeting. 

Alexandro Damiron, 
Advantage Care Physi-
cians chief of staff, said 
any claims of their involve-
ment are totally false. 

“ACP has nothing to do 
with this property or any-
thing with Michael Fer-
nandes,” he stated. 

The electeds asked: 
“so we ask again Mr. Fer-
nandes -- what are you 
planning to do with 2800 
Bruckner and why won’t 
you come before Commu-
nity Board 10 with your 
real plans?” 

Steward Redevelop-
ment, is a known developer 
of supportive housing.

Fernandes, who intro-
duced himself fi rst to ten-
ants as a co-owner of the 
building, said he is now 
the building’s sole owner 
in previously published 
Bronx Times interview. 

Michael D’Alessio, a lo-
cal developer, built 2800 
Bruckner Boulevard. 
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Throggs Neck Strong coalition president Steven Kaufman said the 
leaders of the coalition and the renters had an extensive give and 
take with Michael Fernandes and are looking to create a memoran-
dum of understanding with terms to which both they and Steward 
Redevelopment can agree.

TN Strong meets with 2800 
“owner”, Fernandes

VEHICLE OVERTURNS ON PELHAM PARKWAY BB GUN SHOOTING IN MOTT HAVEN

(Above) Police searched for pellets that were fi red at a police offi cer and a woman stand-
ing outside of the J.P. Mitchell Houses last Tuesday night. Photo by Edwin Soto

Police are investigating the BB gun shooting of a police offi cer and woman in Mott Haven. Ac-
cording to police, on Tuesday, August 15 at around 10:30 p.m. police offi cers and EMS workers 
were helping a 61-year-old woman who had been shot in her right hand with a BB at 300 E. 138th 
Street. Suddenly, the fi rst responders came under fi re from a BB gun. An offi cer was shot in the 
forearm by a BB and was treated at the scene. The woman was taken to Lincoln Hospital for 
treatment. No arrests have been made in this ongoing investigation. Anyone with information is 
asked to call Crime Stoppers at (800) 577-TIPS. All calls are kept strictly confi dential.Police responded to a call of an overturned vehicle on Saturday, August 19 at 5:50 a.m. at 

Pelham Parkway South and the entrance to the Bronx River Parkway South near the Bronx Zoo. 
The driver was taken to a local hospital for treatment. The incident remains under investiga-
tion.          Photo by Edwin Soto
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TOP DRIVER DISTRACTIONS
ADVERTORIAL

Using mobile phones
Leading the list of the 

top distractions behind the 
wheel are mobile phones. 
Phones now do more than 
just place calls, and driv-
ers often cannot pull away 
from their phones, even 
when driving. According to 
the California Department 
of Motor Vehicles, studies 
have shown that driving 
performance is lowered 
and the level of distraction 
is higher for drivers who 
are heavily engaged in cell 

phone conversations. The 
use of a hands-free device 
does not lower distraction 
levels. The percentage of 
vehicle crashes and near-
crashes attributed to di-
aling is nearly identical 
to the number associated 
with talking or listening. 

Daydreaming
Many people will admit 

to daydreaming behind 
the wheel or looking at a 
person or object outside of 
the car  for too long. Per-

haps they’re checking out 
a house in a new neighbor-
hood or thought they saw 
someone they knew on the 
street corner. It can be easy 
to veer into the direction 
your eyes are focused, caus-
ing an accident. In addition 
to trying to stay focused on 
the road, some drivers pre-
fer the help of lane depar-
ture warning systems.

Eating
Those who haven’t quite 

mastered walking and 

chewing gum at the same 
time may want to avoid 
eating while driving. The 
majority of foods require a 
person’s hands to be taken 
off of the wheel and their 
eyes to be diverted from the 
road. Reaching in the back 
seat to share some French 
fries with the kids is also 
distracting. 

Try to eat meals before 
getting in the car. For 
those who must snack 
while en route, take a 
moment to pull over at 

a rest area and spend 10
minutes snacking there 
before resuming the
trip.

Reading
Glancing at an adver-

tisement, updating a Fa-
cebook status or reading
a book are all activities 
that should be avoided 
when driving. Even pour-
ing over a traffic map or 
consulting the digital 
display of a GPS system 
can be distracting.


