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The Chetrit Group and Somerset Partners purchased two Mott Haven waterfront 

sites for $58 million and plans to build on the area’s historic past. See page 26.
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A Royal Welcome
Disney royalty princess Belle and queen Elsa visited Bronx chil-
dren undergoing their back to school physicals at St. Barnabas 
Hospital on Friday, August 18. Queen Elsa (l) hugged Yaha Fofana 
who dressed up as her sister, princess Anna of Arendelle. See 
more photos on page 57.            Photo by Miriam Quin

BY ARTHUR CUSANO
The removal of busts of two 

prominent American Civil 
War generals from Bronx 
Community College is draw-
ing mixed reactions from local 
leaders and raising new ques-
tions about the venerable Hall 
of Fame of Great Americans on 
the college’s campus.

Governor Cuomo called for 
the bronze busts of Confeder-
acy generals Thomas ‘Stone-
wall’ Jackson and Robert E. 
Lee to be removed from their 
Fordham Heights perch follow-

ing civil unrest in Charlottes-
ville, VA and elsewhere over 
Confederate War statues that 
some say represent the nation’s 
racist past.

College president Thomas 
Isekenegbe confi rmed the 
move in a statement posted on 
the college website. 

“For 60 years, Bronx Com-
munity College…has remained 
committed to refl ecting its val-
ues of diversity and inclusion 
in all of its actions and state-
ments,” Isekenegbe said. “Em-
bracing difference includes 

creating space were all people 
feel respected, welcomed and 
valued.” 

Borough President Ruben 
Diaz, Jr. also applauded the 
move, arguing a more appro-
priate location for these two 
statues would be the New York 
State Military Museum in 
Saratoga Springs, where they 
could be presented in a histori-
cal context rather than vener-
ated. 

“Their inclusion at this lo-

BY PATRICK ROCCHIO
A candidate is back on the 

ballot in the 13th Council Dis-
trict race after his petition 
challenge was withdrawn.

Victor Ortiz was restored 
to the ballot in the Demo-
cratic primary race after a 
petition challenge, that was 
initiated by opponent Mar-
jorie Velazquez’s campaign 
intern Rebecca Chant, was 
dropped. 

Ortiz believes he was chal-
lenged because Velazquez was 
attempting to unfairly limit La-
tino ballot choices. 

“It is a victory for me,” said 
Ortiz. “It is more of a victory 
for the people of the 13th Coun-
cil District and the people of the 
Bronx.” 

Bronx Supreme Court Judge 
John Carter restored Ortiz to 
the ballot with 478 valid signa-
tures, according to the court 

clerk’s offi ce, 28 more than he 
needed to qualify.

Chant, a junior attending 
college in Ohio, who hails from 
New Jersey, testifi ed in Bronx 
Supreme Court recently that 
she was coached to mislead 
the court about her plans to be-
come a Bronx resident, claims 
Ortiz, a requirement for chal-
lenging a New York State peti-
tion.



BRONX TIMES REPORTER, AUGUST 25-31, 20172    BTR

Visit Our NEW Web-Site: www.reliablebronxdentist.com
Go To Our Blog To See Our Weekly Specials! 

Vist Our New Web-ite: www.reliablebronxdentist.com
For More Information Visit Us At 

www.bronxdentistny.com

(718) 547-5280
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1001 Castle Hill Avenue 
Bronx, NY 10472

718-319-1200

Come Watch 
all of 

The NFL Games 
on our 

Large Screen 
TV’s...

   
   
   

Daily 
Special

$3 
Mimosas

Happy Hour 
Daily

4pm – 7pm
$5 

Mixed Drinks...

Many Party Packages 

To Choose From!

OPEN BREAKFAST, LUNCH AND DINNER 7 DAYS A WEEK UNTIL 2AM!
FREE Delivery! (3 Mile Radius)

DJ Spinning 
Every Friday and Saturday Night 

8pm – 12pm
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FOR SALE
BUSY BRONX PIZZERIA 

IN PELHAM BAY, COUNTRY CLUB, THROGGS NECK AREA
TURN KEY OPERATION

FULL KITCHEN - FULLY COMPUTERIZED
YELP, EAT 24 and MORE!

GRADE A WITH HEALTH DEPARTMENT

SERIOUS INQUIRIES ONLY
CALL 646-739-1959

Throggs Neck Strong coalition president 
Steven Kaufman said the leaders of the co-
alition and the renters had an extensive give 
and take with Michael Fernandes and are 
looking to create a memorandum of under-
standing with terms to which both they and 
Steward Redevelopment can agree.

BY PATRICK ROCCHIO
Members of the Throggs Neck Strong 

Coalition are in the process of writing 
a ‘memorandum of understanding’ for 
2800 Bruckner Boulevard. 

The building has been a lighting rod 
of controversy as commercial tenants 
have faced eviction even with long-term 
leases, and the purported new owner of 
the building, Michael Fernandes and 
his company Steward Redevelopment, 
has been unclear concerning plans for 
the building.

The coalition, elected offi cials and 
tenants met with Michael Fernandes at 
Throggs Neck Strong coalition chair-
man’s Steven Kaufman’s offi ce on 
Thursday, August 17 for a two and a half 
hour dialogue, said Kaufman. 

The negotiations between the coali-
tion, specifi cally created to deal with 
2800 Bruckner Boulevard, and Fer-
nandes are at a sensitive juncture. 

“The was an extensive give and take 
between us and Michael Fernandes,” 
said Kaufman. “People were airing ev-
ery concern that they had, he was try-
ing to answer them.” 

At the end of the meeting, Kaufman 
said that TNS and those present sug-

TN Strong meets with 
2800 “owner”, Fernandes

gested that they draft a memorandum of 
understanding for Fernandes to sign. 

MOUs don’t have the force of law but 
could be used later in a legal proceeding 
if necessary. 

“He will in a letter, hopefully, agree 
to what we expect to have in the build-
ing,” said Kaufman.

TNS co-chairman Bob Jaen said the 
stipulations, which are still being devel-
oped, include that the current renters in 
the building can stay, that there will be 
no homeless shelter or transient hous-
ing for addiction related services, and 
that a future use will be services for au-
tistic children.  

“We understand that the commu-
nity is looking for answers, but at this 
time, we are in a negotiation-type atmo-
sphere,” said Jaen.

At the meeting, Fernandes said he 
was working with two health-related 
entities, Advantage Care Physicians 
and Advocate Care Community Part-
ners, but elected offi cials checked with 
both groups, and they have denied any 
affi liation to the building or to Steward 
Redevelopment. 

In a joint statement, Senator Jeff 
Klein, Assemblyman Michael Benedetto 

and Assemblyman Mark Gjonaj called 
on Fernandes to reveal his plans.

“It came to our attention that Mi-
chael Fernandes, the ‘owner’ of 2800 
Bruckner (Boulevard), indicated that 
he would be opening social service of-
fi ces with reimbursement coming 
through his partnership with ACP, a 
Medicaid service provider,” the state-
ment read. “Since Medicaid is a state-
run program, we immediately looked 
into his claims.”

A spokeswoman for Advocate Care 
Community Partners denied any in-
volvement. 

“We are not affi liated in any way 
with Mr. Fernandes, Steward Redevel-
opment (or) 2800 Bruckner (Boulevard),” 
said Cindy Goff, an Emblem Health vice 
president on behalf of ACCP, explaining 
that Fernandes used the acronym at the 
meeting. 

Alexandro Damiron, Advantage 
Care Physicians chief of staff, said any 
claims of their involvement are totally 
false. 

“ACP has nothing to do with this 
property or anything with Michael Fer-
nandes,” he stated. 

The electeds asked: “so we ask again 

Mr. Fernandes -- what are you planning 
to do with 2800 Bruckner and why won’t 
you come before Community Board 10 
with your real plans?” 

Steward Redevelopment, is a known 
developer of supportive housing.

Fernandes, who introduced him-
self fi rst to tenants as a co-owner of the 
building, said he is now the building’s 
sole owner in previously published 
Bronx Times article. 

Michael D’Alessio, a local developer, 
built 2800 Bruckner Boulevard. 
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Over 150 Stores & Restaurant at 

Bay Plaza Mall & Shopping Center Together

bayplazany.com

OPENING AUGUST 31

2100 Bartow Ave Bronx NY 10475 • Next To The Mall at Bay Plaza
Conveniently located off Hutchinson River Parkway & I – 95
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BY PATRICK ROCCHIO
Households in Country 

Club and Spencer Estate may 
soon be able avoid real estate 
solicitations if they don’t wish 
to receive them. 

The NYS Department of 
State announced that it is 
adopting a real estate non-
solicitation ‘cease and desist’ 
zone covering Country Club 
and much of Spencer Estate 
after the conclusion of a 45-
day public comment period on 
Saturday, September 9. 

The zone, which will allow 
homeowners to place their 
names on a real estate ‘do 
not contact list’, should be in 
effect around Sunday, Octo-
ber 1, according to the state 
agency.

Senator Jeff Klein was help-
ing local groups including the 
Country Club Civic Associa-
tion, Waterbury-LaSalle Com-
munity Association and the 
Throggs Neck Homeowners 
Association collect evidence 
of real estate solicitations and 
presented them to state. 

The agency held hearings 
in the east Bronx in 2016 on 

the issue. 
A similar zone had previ-

ously expired for much of the 
area, and the new one should 
last fi ve years, according to 
sources. 

“The reinstatement of the 
cease and desist zone cover-
ing Country Club is a step in 
the right direction,” stated 
Klein. “Residents there who 
have been bombarded by in-
tense real estate solicitations 
can soon fi le a notice with the 
New York Department of State 
to put an end to these tactics.” 

Michael McNerney, CCCA 
president, said that the or-
ganization’s members were 
diligent in collecting real es-
tate solicitations and that the 
issue was a concern in their 
community. 

“Country Club’s inclusion 
in the non-solicitation zone 
is something we have long 
sought and expected,” said 
McNerney,

“I think it is completely 
unfortunate that Waterbury-
LaSalle and Throggs Neck are 
not included in this,” he said.

McNerney said that if he 

could offer advice to neigh-
boring communities, he 
would say that whenever they 
receive real estate solicita-
tions – whether a glossy post 
card or one with a cake rec-
ipe on it, as some of his mem-
bers received – to bring them 
to Klein’s office or to commu-
nity association meetings. 

According to a the state 
map, when the new zone 
goes into effect, Bruckner 
Expressway, Griswold Av-
enue, Layton Avenue and 
Eastchester Bay would be 
its boundaries. 

Klein urged residents 
in Waterbury-LaSalle and 
Throggs Neck to continue 
to submit solicitations to 
his offi ce throughout the 
public comment period. 

Andrew Chirico of WL-
CA’s board said that the 
group submitted many ex-
amples of real estate mail-
ings. 

“We had solicitations 
from Queens and Long Is-
land asking people to sell 
their houses,” said Chirico.

He added that many of 

the solicitors seemed to be 
developers and he was con-
cerned this type of activ-
ity might encourage people 
who were not interested in 
selling into being coerced 
or frightened into doing so.  

Robert Barbarelli, 
TNHOA vice president, 
said that the group would 
be open to appealing the de-

cision before the deadline, 
were following Klein’s lead 
and would continue submit-
ting materials if members 
were interested.  

For a zone to be estab-
lished, evidence must be 
offered of “intense and re-
peated” solicitation, ac-
cording to Department of 
State. 

VOTE

As your City Councilman, John will:

Use the City Council’s power to stop 
overdevelopment that damages the 
character of our community

Invest in trains and ferries, and rebuild 
our roads to make our streets safer

Increase funding for our police to get 
more officers to our precincts. Protect 
our quality of life by cracking down on 
troublesome nightlife establishments.

Reduce class sizes and improve our 
schools

Read John’s entire platform, 
volunteer and contribute at
JOHNDOYLE.NYC

The proposed zone barring real estate solicitations from those who reg-
ister would include Country Club and much of Spencer Estate. 
 Photo courtesy of NYS Department of State

Non-solicitation real estate 
zone readied for Country Club 
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BY BOB GUILIANO
Illegal dumping on side-

walks and the grassy areas 
near the 180th Street IRT train 
station at Morris Park  and East 
Tremont avenues has created 
an eyesore and safety hazard 
for people commuting in the 
area, according to community 
offi cials.

From the Macca Poultry 
Shop at 605 Morris Park Ave-
nue near Garfi eld Street, along 
MTA property lines to East 
180th Street, people are dump-
ing debris from their vehicles, 
including 5-gallon buckets of 
sheet rocking compound, ac-
cording to Anthony Vitaliano, 

Heaps of trash plague 180th Street train station

chairman of Community Board 
11.

Vitaliano said he spoke to 

Jacqueline Carter, the MTA li-
aison with community boards, 
to address the matter, and he 
was assured she would contact 
the NYC Department of Sanita-
tion to clean up the trash.

But when the Bronx Times 
Reporter contacted Carter, she 
refused to acknowledge that she 
relayed the board’s complaint 
to the MTA or whether she even 
contacted the DOS as she said 
she would. 

She referred all questions to 
the agency’s press offi ce.

The MTA press offi ce re-
ferred the inquiries to Kevin 
Ortiz, who handles transit is-
sues, and Ortiz - after viewing a 
photo taken of the trash on Mor-
ris Park Avenue between Gar-
fi eld and 180th streets taken by 
a CB 11 board member - said the 
trash was not exactly on MTA 
property, so it might be a DOS 
matter.

Unlike businesses or hom-
eowners who are responsible 
to maintain clean sidewalks in 
front of their properties, MTA 
defers to the DOS when matters 
such as illegal dumping create 
hazards near its properties ac-
cording to CB 11 district man-
ager Jeremy Warneke.

In the afternoon of Mon-
day, August 21, Warneke said 
he heard back from the Depart-
ment of Sanitation that it was 
going to try to clean up the mess 
later that evening.

“To my knowledge, it’s the 
MTA’s responsibility, but they 
depend on the Department 
of Sanitation to help them,” 
Warneke said.

There are also vendors in 
the area of the 180th Street IRT 
train station that Warneke said 
he had reservations about their 
licenses to be there. 

Vendors sell items including 
avocados, shish kabobs, fresh 
tropical fruit, and coffee out-

side the station.
Napkins and used coffee 

containers dumped in the vi-
cinity of the station are prob-
ably coming from the vendors, 
according to Warneke. 

The rest of the trash is com-
ing from people who just dis-
card it there.

For real estate developers 
trying to get bids on property 
in the area, “you get a hell of 
a welcome when you come up 
Morris Park Avenue,” Warneke 
said, referring to the eyesore 
of dumped trash, especially 
near trees, in the vicinity of the 
train station.

Illegally dumped trash is shown in this photo taken on Monday, August 
21, around the East 180th Street IRT train station, specifi cally Morris Park 
Avenue, between Garfi eld and East 180th streets. 
 Photo courtesy of Chris Kirka, community associate, CB 11.

Vendors sell their wares on Morris Park Avenue in front of the 180th 
Street IRT train station on Tuesday, August 22. Community leaders have 
contacted the MTA and NYC Department of Sanitation Department to 
keep the area free of illegally dumped trash. 
 Community News Group/Bob Guiliano

Trash is left along Morris Park 
Avenue near the train station on 
Tuesday, August 22. 
 Community News Group/Bob Guiliano
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Among the Top Graduating Scores in MATH & ELA 
Technology “Blended Learning” UPK-Grade 8 

Highly Rated Pre-K (UPK) Program 

 

�� Full Sacrament  
    Participation Available 
 
�� Free Title I Extended 

Year (Summer) 
 
�� Free Breakfast Program 
 
�� Academic Clubs 
 
�� Scholarships &  
    Financial Aid Available 
 
�� SETSS & Title I Services 

�� Intramural and CYO 
Sports Leagues 

 
�� Spanish, Art, Music, 

Physical Education and 
Technology classes  

    (PreK-Grade 8) 
 
Family Events include:  
Welcome Back BBQ 
Halloween Extravaganza 
Breakfast with Santa 
Christmas Show  
Annual Card Party 

Open House Dates:  
Dec. 5 (Tuesday, 9-11 AM) 
Jan. 9 (Tuesday, 9-11 AM) 
Jan. 28 (Sunday, 1-3 PM) 
Jan. 30 (Tuesday, 9-11 AM) 
Feb. 13 (Tuesday, 9-11 AM) 
Mar. 13 (Tuesday, 9-11 AM) 
April. 24 (Tue., 9-11 AM) 
 

WHAT WE HAVE TO OFFER: 

1617 Parkview Avenue, Bronx, New York 10461 ~ Tel: 718-829-1706   Fax: 718-931-2693 
www.olassumptionbronx.org 

Your path to success starts at NYSCAS. Choose from more than 45 associate’s 
and bachelor’s degree programs at seven convenient locations throughout the metro area.

Think college, think NYSCAS. A division of Touro College.

Apply

Now!
NYSCAS

 Touro is an equal opportunity institution. For Touro’s complete Non-Discrimination Statement, please visit www.touro.edu.

I chose
NYSCAS

A  D I V I S I O N  O F  T O U R O  C O L L E G E

Steve O.

B.A. | NYSCAS ’18

Future Special Ed teacher

212.463.0400 x5500 | nyscas.touro.edu

←

CHOOSE FROM CAREER-FOCUSED MAJORS INCLUDING:

Biology • Business Management and Administration • Criminal Justice
Digital Multimedia Design • Education • Human Services • Information Technology • Liberal Arts and

Sciences • Paralegal Studies • Pre-dental • Pre-law • Pre-med • Psychology

@nyscas

around
townby Patrick Rocchio

The Bronx Times Reporter 
will publish your announce-
ments. Send announcements 
along with photo, to: Bronx 
Times Reporter, 3604 E. Trem-
ont Avenue, Bronx, NY 10465 or 
e-mail Bronxtimes@aol.com. 
Please include a phone number 
or a way to contact you in case 
of questions. 

Hello readers and welcome 
to another edition of Around 
Town. 

Births 

Baby Matteo John Di 

Pierro was born at Lawrence 
Hospital on Saturday, April 
8. The baby was born Me-

lissa and Michael Di Pierro. 
He weighed eight pounds, 12 
ounces. 

Family was there to welcome 
Matteo John. Aunties Amanda 
Doran and Carolyn Doran were 
present for the birth, giving 
moral support to the mommy 
and daddy. Brother Michael, 
sister Rebecca and cousin Ales-
sandra along with MiMa Carel 
Doran, PopPop Stan were wait-
ing with open arms for the ar-
rival of Matteo. 

Everyone was so very anx-
ious to see the new addition to 
the family.

Friends and family all came 
to welcome Matteo and con-
gratulate Melissa and Michael 
with a lifetime of happiness 
and love.

White Plains Hospital sent 
the Bronx Times the following 
birth announcement. 

Ezra Williams Thames 
was born to Fletcher and 
Dasey Thames of Soundview. 
He weighed seven pounds and 
was born on Tuesday, July 25. 

Youth leader 

Anderson Estrella from  
Community Health Academy 
of the Heights recently com-
pleted the Youth Leadership 
Conference at Norwich Uni-
versity. 

The conference is spon-
sored by the university and 
the Military Orders of World 
Wars.

The two-day program cov-
ers several topics including 
leadership, effective commu-
nication, the U.S. Constitu-
tion, The Bill of Rights, free 

enterprise, cyber security, 
what it means to be a solider 
and ethics. 

Anderson is the son of Xio-
mara Estrella and Wilton Es-
trella of Fordham. 

Matteo John Di Pierro
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Castle Hill  
Funeral Directors, Inc.

1528 Castle Hill Avenue
Bronx, NY 10462
(718) 828-9222

AFFORDABLE CREMATION & BURIAL PACKAGES

PRE-ARRANGED AND PREPAID SERVICES

LARGE PARKING FACILITY

castlehillfuneraldirectors.com

Family Owned for 80 Years

Thomas Guido
Funeral Director

George Farr
Funeral Director

John Ruggiero 
Funeral Director

Marlena Krause LoCicero
Funeral Director

VEHICLE OVERTURNS ON PELHAM PARKWAY

BB GUN SHOOTING IN MOTT HAVEN

44 Precinct
Sunday, August 13 at 10:52 a.m. --A sex-

ual assault on a minor was reported to po-
lice. A 12-year-old woman was walking near 
Weeks Avenue and East 173rd Street when 
she was approached by a man with a gun. 
She was ordered into an alley, where she 
was sexually assaulted. 

46 Precinct
Wednesday, August 16 at 8:45 p.m. -- 

Cops responded to a 911 call about human 
remains found near Walton Avenue and East 
182nd Street. When they got to the scene, 
the responding police officers found an un-
conscious and unresponsive unidentified 
man. 

The man was stuffed inside a cardboard 
box and covered with a black bag and also 
placed inside a shopping cart. EMS re-
sponded and pronounced the man dead on 
the scene. The medical examiner’s office is 
investigating the matter. 

47 Precinct 
Friday, August 18 at 12:15 a.m. -- Cops 

received a report of a robbery of a deli. A 
group of individuals entered a deli at 871 
E. 220th Street. They took out guns and ap-
proached a 32-year-old employee, demand-
ing money. The employee gave the individu-
als the money and fled the location with an 
undetermined amount of money. No injuries 
were reported as a result of this incident. 

50 Precinct 
Saturday, August 12 at 2:50 p.m.  -- A 

push in burglary was foiled when a victim 
yelled for help as two people tried to push 
in her front door. The incident occurred at 
Bailey Avenue and W. 233rd Street. Hear-
ing her screams were two relatives inside 
of the apartment: a 52-year-old woman and 
a 41-year-old man. The victims managed to 
prevent the two individuals from entering 
the apartment. They fled on foot, and then 
entered a light-colored car and drove away, 
leaving the scene. 

(Above) Police searched for pellets that were fi red at a police offi cer and a wom-
an standing outside of the J.P. Mitchell Houses last Tuesday night. Photo by Edwin Soto

Police are investigating the BB gun shooting of a police offi cer and woman in Mott 
Haven. According to police, on Tuesday, August 15 at around 10:30 p.m. police offi cers 
and EMS workers were helping a 61-year-old woman who had been shot in her right 
hand with a BB at 300 E. 138th Street. Suddenly, the fi rst responders came under fi re 
from a BB gun. An offi cer was shot in the forearm by a BB and was treated at the 
scene. The woman was taken to Lincoln Hospital for treatment. No arrests have been 
made in this ongoing investigation. Anyone with information is asked to call Crime 
Stoppers at (800) 577-TIPS. All calls are kept strictly confi dential.

Police responded to a call of an overturned vehicle on Saturday, August 19 at 5:50 
a.m. at Pelham Parkway South and the entrance to the Bronx River Parkway South 
near the Bronx Zoo. The driver was taken to a local hospital for treatment. The inci-
dent remains under investigation.          Photo by Edwin Soto
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Complete Your Back To School Prep With

August Is  Kids’  Eye Health & Safety Month

Comprehensive Eye Examinations
Styl ish & Durable Eyewear for  Chi ldren and Teens

For the Classroom, Sports, & Everything in Between! 

Throggs Neck
Westchester Square  
Parkchester

Expires:  10/1/17
Some restr ict ions may apply

BACK

metrooptics.com
800.230.EYES

$50
OFF

SCHOOLis here!2
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Borough President Ruben 
Diaz Jr., Zaro’s Family Bak-
ery and the Bronx Overall 
Economic Development Cor-
poration announced that the 
company will open a new re-
tail location in Parkchester on 
Metropolitan Oval this coming 
fall.

Zaro’s closed their original 
Parkchester location on Hugh 
Grant Circle, which had origi-
nally opened in June 1959, at 
the end of 2015. In addition to 
returning to Parkchester, the 
company announced that it 
would open a retail location 
at their current Port Morris 
commercial baking facility in 
spring 2018.

“Zaro’s has been a great 
neighbor to the Bronx ever 
since they fi rst founded their 
business in our borough in 1927. 
Their return to Parkchester, as 
well as their expansion in Port 
Morris, shows that their com-
mitment to the Bronx has not 
wavered,” said Diaz.

     “The day our Parkchester 
store closed in December of 
2016 was a sad day for the Zaro 
family. We felt we were an in-

Zaro’s will return to Parkchester
And expand facility in Port Morris to include retail component

tegral part of the community. 
There were customers there 
that day who told me they were 
there the day it opened in June 
of 1959 - almost 60 years ago. 
Needless to say we are over-
joyed to be returning and look 
forward to opening this fall,” 
said Stuart Zaro, co-president 
of Zaro’s Family Bakery.

     “I am thrilled to welcome 
Zaro’s back to Parkchester. 
They are bringing back not 
only fresh pastries and bagels 
to our community, but also ad-
ditional job opportunities for 
our residents,” said Marlene 
Cintron, president of the Bronx 
Overall Economic Develop-
ment Corporation. “We have 
reinvigorated the Bronx with 
multiple developments and in-
vestments; investments that in-
clude residential and commer-
cial projects throughout the 
Bronx. The return of Zaro’s to 
Parkchester and the memories 
that the aroma of fresh baked 
goods creates are incalculable 
to our residents, young and 
old.

     Zaro’s fi rst opened in the 
Bronx on Edward L. Grant 

Highway in 1927, and has 
maintained a constant retail 
and commercial presence in 
the borough for 90 years. The 
company’s Port Morris facil-
ity opened in 1982, following 
previous commercial facilities 

in Hunts Point and on Kings-
bridge Road. The company cur-
rently employs more than 125 
individuals in the borough, 
and the two retail expansions 
are expected to generate an ad-
ditional 40 jobs.

Borough President Ruben Diaz Jr. braids a challah bread during a visit 
to the Zaro’s Family Bakery commercial kitchen in Port Morris on August 
14. 
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John Gilder lawn party charity raises $$

Friends of a deceased 

young man who grew up on 

City Island came together 

again to remember him and 

raise funds for charity. 

The 8th Annual John 

Gilder Memorial Lawn Party 

took place on Saturday, July 

22 and raised funds for schol-

arships for local youth attend-

ing Fordham University’s 

business school, repair of a Ja-

cobi Hospital recreation room 

and City Island Little League 

team sponsorships. 
The scholarship fund and 

lawn party are a remem-

brance by friends of Gilder, 

who passed away at the age of 

23 in August 2009 from an un-

diagnosed heart condition. 

The charities that the John 

Gilder Memorial Scholarship 

Fund supports mirror the ac-

tivities of the young man be-

ing remembered.
Additionally, this year 

some of roughly $7,000 raised 

will go towards a cause that 

friends believe John would 

have liked to see addressed: 

helping with opioid addiction, 

said Jack Jokinen of the char-

ity. 
Jokinen said that effects of 

opioids became evident when 

he had to erase several people 

from the lawn party invitation 

list over the past three or four 

years because they overdosed. 

Even though John’s death 

had nothing to do with addic-

tion, friends believe helping in 

this way would be what John 

would want the charity to do, 

said Jokinen. Though Jokinen admits he 

knew little about addiction, 

community members helped 

with suggestions, he said. 

The charity will donate 

$1,000 to Jacobi Medical Cen-

ter, which the Jacobi Auxil-

iary will match, to renovate a 

Those following the north-

side re-construction of Pel-

ham Parkway may be getting 

answers to questions about 

the project’s ultimate cost. 

Some Community Board 

11 members and community 

members from other organiza-

tions recently questioned the 

huge $115 million price tag for 

the upcoming Phase 2 recon-

struction on the northside of 

the parkway. The agency in charge of the 

project, the NYC Department 

of Design and Construction, 

said that the work on the sec-

ond part of Pelham Parkway’s 

reconstruction is much more 

involved than the fi rst, com-

pleted in 2015. According to DDC, the 

much more substantial scope 

of the work on the roadways 

and underground infrastruc-

ture in Phase 2 accounts for 

much of the roughly $75 mil-

lion difference.
“They are claiming it is 

a bigger project and they are 

claiming that there is more 

work that needs to be done,” 

said John Fratta, Community 

Board 11 liaison for the recon-

struction project. 
A DDC spokesman said in 

a statement that the increase 

in cost partly involved the in-

clusion of rebuilding sewer 

and water mains, the scope of 

which adds $30 million to the 

contract. “The difference (in cost be-

tween) the two phases of the 

Pelham Parkway project is 

mainly because of the (NYC 

Department of Environmen-

tal Protection’s) participation 

and the need to replace water 

mains and sewers in Phase 2,” 

stated a DDC spokesman in an 

email. “In the 1st phase there 

was no DEP funding.”

The spokesman stated that 

Phase 2 includes types of work 

that were not part of Phase 

1: the construction of a large 

sewer chamber, the installa-

tion of an improved drainage 

system and pile driving activi-

ties. 
Original projections for 

the budget on Phase 2 also had 

to be increased because the 

time frame for the project in-

creased from two years to four 

years, according to the DDC 

spokesman. “Monthly recurring items 

like fi eld offi ce costs, mainte-

nance of site, traffi c control 

agents, fl ag persons and oth-
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Mott Haven to gain 167 affordable housing units
BY BOB GUILIANO

Plans for a large afford-
able housing development 
have been set in motion for 
869 E. 147th Street in Mott 
Haven.

NYC officials joined with 
Radson Development part-
ners on Friday, August 16, 
for a groundbreaking cer-
emony to celebrate the start 
of construction of Martin 
Luther King Plaza.

“Through the 167 afford-
able homes that will rise on 
this site, including 67 that 
will be permanently afford-
able, MLK Plaza is helping 
to shape a stronger, more di-
verse neighborhood for fu-
ture generations,” said Eric 
Enderlin, president of NYC 
Housing Development Cor-
poration, in a news release.

The city is always look-
ing to expand its tools to 
create more lasting afford-
ability for New York City’s 
neighborhoods, according 
to Maria Torres-Springer, 
commissioner NYC Housing 
Preservation and Develop-
ment.

“Through the city’s new 
Mandatory Inclusionary 
Housing program and HPD’s 

OurSpace program, 67 of the 
167 homes at Martin Luther 
King Plaza will be perma-
nently affordable, including 
33 homes for formerly home-
less New Yorkers,” Torres-
Springer said.

The creation of new af-
fordable housing units is 
helping to drive the ongoing 
positive transformation of 
the Bronx, according to Bor-
ough President Ruben Diaz 
Jr. 

“MLK PLaza will bring 
much needed affordable 
units to Mott Haven, and I 
was proud to have provided 
this project with $500,000 in 
funding from my own capi-
tal budget,” Diaz said.

Access to affordable hous-
ing is the most daunting 
challenge Bronx residents 
face, according to Congress-
man Jose E. Serrano. 

“At MLK Plaza, hun-
dreds of low- and middle-
income Bronx families and 
individuals, including for-
merly homeless people, will 
now have access to quality 
affordable rental housing 
units with community and 
green spaces,” Serrano said. 
“With this building, we are 
also honoring the legacy 
of Dr. Martin Luther King 
Jr. by making sure the so-
cially disadvantaged have 
access to one of the most ba-
sic necessities, a place to call 
home.” 

The development of this 
site was made possible fol-
lowing approval of a re-
zoning through the city’s 
Uniform Land Use Review 
Procedure by the Depart-
ment of City Planning, in co-

ordination with Radson De-
velopment, Mark-Viverito, 
Diaz, and Community Board 
1, according to the release. 

“Radson Development is 
proud to bring this beauti-
fully designed building to 
the Mott Haven neighbor-
hood,” said Dan Rad, princi-
pal, Radson Development.

“This building will be 

the cornerstone of inclu-
sive transformation of this 
community,” Rad said. “Our 
ample on-site amenities and 
mix of affordable units will 
serve New Yorkers at a vari-
ety of income levels.” 

Apartments at MLK 
Plaza will serve households 
of a wide range of incomes 
including very low-, low-, 

Representatives from the NYC Housing Development Corporation, NYC 
Department of Housing Preservation and Development, City Council 
Speaker Melissa Mark-Viverito, and Borough President Ruben Diaz, Jr. 
join Radson Development and project partners to celebrate the start of 
construction of Martin Luther King Plaza at 869 E. 147th Street in Mott 
Haven. Courtesy of NYC Department of Housing Preservation & Development

Architect’s rendering of planned 
Martin Luther King Plaza at 869 E. 
147th Street in Mott Haven. 
 Courtesy of Magnusson Architecture 
and Planning

718.732.0014
118-33 Queens Blvd., Forest Hills
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BY ARTHUR CUSANO
Students and staff at Mount St. 

Michael Academy are dealing with 
the loss of an incoming freshman 
just weeks before the school year was 
set to begin.

A spokesman confi rmed 14-year-
old Dominic Bess of Baychester died 
during football practice Tuesday, Au-
gust 22 on the campus of the Catholic 
high school, located at 4300 Murdoch 
Avenue. 

Bess was taking part in cardio 
drills at around 9 a.m. on school 
grounds when he collapsed, accord-
ing to a school spokesman.

Police from the 47th Precinct re-
sponded to a 911 call of an uncon-
scious male at the school ball fi eld at 
9:31 a.m.

Upon arrival, offi cers found Bess 
unconscious and unresponsive.

Bess was transported to Mon-
tefi ore Hospital, where he was pro-
nounced dead. 

A medical examiner will deter-
mine Bess’ cause of death and the in-
vestigation is ongoing, according to 
police.

Grief counselors will be at the 
school to help students cope with the 
tragedy.

“Our heartfelt thoughts and 
prayers are with his family and 
friends, as well as coaches, the team 

and our student-athletes,” said school 
spokeswoman Lisa Bennett. 

Football players resumed practice 
at 8 a.m. Wednesday, according to the 
school’s offi cial Twitter feed.

Local elected leaders also voiced 
sympathy for the sudden death, in-
cluding Councilman Andy King.

“I am incredibly saddened to learn 
of the sudden passing of this young 
student and promising athlete,” King 
said. “My thoughts and prayers are 
with his family, friends and teachers 
during this very diffi cult time.”

Senator Jamal Bailey also offered 
condolences for the Bess family.

“Incredibly saddening news. 
Please pray for the family of this 
young man,” Bailey said 

On the school’s Facebook page, 
alum and parents offered condo-
lences to the family. 

“When my son called me today 
telling me about this devastating 
news that happened at practice it 
broke my heart,” said Tracy Monica 
Zea.  “My condolences go out to his 
family. Every parent’s worst night-
mare. May God bless his soul.”

Some parents questioned why 
practice wasn’t cancelled or moved 
inside due to the excessive heat. 

The temperature had already 
risen to around 80 degrees with high 
humidity, and a heat advisory had 
been issued by the National Weather 
Service for later that day.

“It is so sad,” said Ray Ann Kase-
man. “A day like today with this heat, 
practice should have been cancelled. 
Use common sense.”

Mayor de Blasio also chimed in on 
the issue, calling for more oversight 
over athletic activities during ex-
treme heat on Twitter.

“Our hearts break for this young 
man’s family,” the mayor said. “We 
should prohibit sports practices dur-
ing heat waves.”

Bess’ death follows the passing 
of a football player at Sachem High 
School East on Long Island earlier in 
the month. 

That 16-year-old student died when 
a heavy log being carried by players 
during a drill dropped on his head. 

Some of the football coaches at the 
school have since been relieved of 
their positions.

Mount St. Michael 
mourns athlete’s death

I am incredibly 
saddened to learn of 

the sudden passing of 
this young student and 
promising athlete. My 
thoughts and prayers 

are with his family, 
friends and teachers 

during this very        
diffi cult time.

Andy King
Councilman

Call 718.260.2555
..to sell your car in our 
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St. Frances de Chantal School
Pre-K 3 through Grade 8 with FREE UPK 4

“Where Success Begins”

 Quality faith-based Catholic education centered  
around a challenging curriculum

 A safe learning environment where your child is  
known personally and cared for in an atmosphere  
of discipline and respect 

 A superior academic program that educates  
the whole child — body, mind and spirit 

 A family environment which results in  
more personal attention to each student,  
and increased success 

 Strong families like yours have 
chosen our school for their  
children’s education since 1930

 100% of our graduates are accept-
ed into Catholic high schools

 St. Frances de Chantal School 
guides your child to develop 
respect for self and for others, a 
strong character and leadership 
qualities

 Stimulating Pre-K Program for  
3 Year Olds

 Free UPK4 Program
 Technology Instruction in our 
Computer Lab

 SMART Boards & wireless  
Internet in all classrooms

 3rd-8th Grade have the use  
of individual chrome books

 Regents Math
 Science Lab
 Professional Art & Music  
Instruction

 Newly Renovated Library
 Exciting Physical Education 
Classes

 Title I Math & Reading *SETTS 
Program

 Full-time Registered Nurse & 
Guidance Counselor

 Nutritious Breakfast and  
Hot Lunch Programs

 Extensive After School Program
 Meaningful Sacramental  
Preparation

 Outstanding Parent Association
 Advancement Program & Alumni 
Association

 Extracurricular Activities and 
Enrichment Programs

 National Junior Honor Society  
& Student Council

 Varsity & Junior Varsity Athletics 
Programs

 Exciting Educational Field Trips
 Christian Service Projects
 School-wide Science Fair
 Halloween Social, Religious 
Christmas Show, Breakfast with 
Santa, Blue & Gold Day, Bingo 
Night

 Girl Scouts & Boy Scouts
 Altar Servers & Lectors
 Mommy & Me Program

St. Frances de Chantal School is committed to developing the po-
tential of each student, both academically and spiritually, through 
a variety of intellectual, creative and social challenges and oppor-

tunities. The school empowers its students to prosper and contribute 
as responsible citizens in an increasingly complex society.  St. Frances 
de Chantal School’s main focus is to educate our students according 
to Catholic principals. They are taught to look beyond the economic, 
racial and ethnic differences in order to understand and appreciate the 
common needs of others and make a significant contribution to society, 
now and for years to come.

St. Frances de Chantal School administration and faculty are commit-
ted to ensuring that the school maintains its high educational standards 
while providing wholesome enrichment.

St. Frances de Chantal School
2962 Harding Avenue, Throggs Neck, The Bronx, NY 10465
www.sfdchantalschool.org

Accredited by  
AdvancEd

LIMITED SEATING  - REGISTER NOW
Call Today To Arrange a Tour - (718) 892-5359

Sr. Patricia Brito, RJM 
Principal       
Monsignor John Graham  
Pastor

Your Child’s Future is Worth the Investment in a Catholic Education

St. Frances de Chantal is exceptional!   Our School provides:

Reasons to Choose St. Frances de Chantal School

S



BRONX TIMES REPORTER, AUGUST 25-31, 201718    BTR

BE YOURSELF
The health plan for individuals

AMIDA CARE is not for everyone. It is 
for those special few who take pride in 
who they really are. When you are in our 
community, you can expect:

Comprehensive health coverage
Personal champion who works with you 
privately to customize your health care
Expertise in chronic medical conditions, 
such as HIV, behavioral health issues,  
and Hepatitis C
Help with housing referrals, job training, 
and other support programs

���������	
��	��������������
�: 1-855-GO-AMIDA   
(1-855-462-6432), TTY 711  www.AmidaCareNY.org

Medicaid Live Life Plus Health Plan

An exterior view of the $62.8 million homeless project at 233 Landing Road in University 
Heights. Expected to open for occupancy in November, it should house 200 homeless and 
also offer low-income housing. Community News Group/Arthur Cusano

BY BOB GUILIANO
As Mayor de Blasio’s $62.8 million 

homeless project prepares for occu-
pancy at 233 Landing Road in University 
Heights, area residents feel frustrated in 
their attempts to get answers from elected 
offi cials about its anticipated impact to the 
neighborhood.

The Landing Road Residence will be 
the fi rst project created under the mayor’s 
HomeStretch Program, according to the 
New York Housing Conference website.

With 135 permanent units and a 200-
bed transitional shelter, the project will 
offer 111 studios for single adults earn-
ing no more than $21,175 annually, seven 
one-bedroom units for households of two 
earning no more than $34,550 annually, 
17 two-bedroom units for families of three 
earning no more than $46,620 annually, 
and one superintendent unit. 

The point of contention for the Ford-
ham Hill Oval Owners Association is who 
will occupy the 200-bed shelter. 

Offi cers of the association board have 
been told men only, but NYHC claims the 
residents will be working homeless single 
adults.

“We are demanding Commissioner 
Steven Banks (NYC Department of Home-
less Services) and Deputy Commissioner 
David Neustadt (NYC Human Resources 
Administration) to meet with us in person 
and look us in the eyes and say, ‘Why are 
you  bringing 200 plus not working, home-
less men over near us and we’re getting the 
runaround?’” Rachel Bradshaw, FHOOA 
vice president, told the Bronx Times.

While Bradshaw acknowledged that 
de Blasio appointed Banks to help solve 
the homeless epidemic in New York City, 
she was upset that “as the largest pri-
vately fi nanced cooperative in NYC, and 
a staple in the community for 72 years,” 
that FHOOA was not consulted before 
construction was approved. 

The residents of the 1,100 units, nine 
building coop sought assurances that 
their safety would not be jeopardized.

“We are having a huge town hall in 
September,” Bradshaw said. “We want 

Muzzy Rosenblatt, executive director 
of the Bowery Residents Committee, to 
come and face shareholders.”

The association board is against the 
shelter housing 200-plus homeless men, 
but would entertain having Vietnam 
veterans, domestic-abuse survivors and 
single mothers living there, according to 
Bradshaw.

The BRC will provide on-site security 
around the clock, according to Matthew 
Borden, assistant commissioner of gov-
ernment affairs, DHS.

The BRC plans to hire 46 staff mem-
bers with security functions, all of whom 
will be New York State-licensed secu-
rity guards, according to Borden, who 
provided this information via e-mail to 
FHOOA offi cers.

He added that 69 security cameras 
have been installed inside and outside 
of the building to monitor both the 
transitional shelter and permanent 
residences. 

Borden wrote, “Recordings will be 
made available to authorities in the 
event that arrests or prosecution are 
warranted.”

Board offi cers said they had a 
“productive” meeting with Congress-
man Adriano Espaillat on Friday, Au-
gust 18, at Fordham Hill, according to 
Blake. 

They have also been trying to get 
a meeting with Assemblyman Victor 
Pichardo.

City offi cials met with FHOOA 
board members on Monday, June 26 to 
discuss the facility, according to Isaac 
McGinn, press secretary for the DHS.

“Our assistant commissioner of 
Government Affairs Matthew Borden, 
DHS Bronx Borough director Nicole 
Jordan, Council Member (Fernando) 
Cabrera, and David Tatum, chief pro-
gram offi cer at BRC, the not-for-profi t 
service provider that will be operat-
ing this facility, met with coop board 
members to discuss the facility,” 
McGinn said in an email to the Bronx 
Times.

Homeless project set to 
open in University Heights
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Second Year in HeavenSecond Year in Heaven

Monica Del VecchioMonica Del Vecchio
August 29, 2015

Anthony, Louise,
Tiffani, Dominique 

& Juliette

Anthony, Louise,
Tiffani, Dominique 

& Juliette

Nicole, Ron,
Nicholas 

& Gabriella

Nicole, Ron,
Nicholas 

& Gabriella

Lasting Love Forever,
Tony
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“Look as beautiful as you are….”

FillersBotox

Offering
the latest in

Laser Hair Removal     

Botox   

Fillers 

Scleratherapy 

Skin Peel

Electrolysis

Hormone Replacement Therapy

hCG Weight Loss Program

Important Safety Information
What is KYBELLA®
KYBELLA® is a prescription medi-
cine used in adults to improve the 
appearance and profile of moderate 
to severe fat below the chin (submen-
tal fat), also called “double chin.” It 
is not known if KYBELLA® is safe 
and effective for use outside of the 
submental area and in children less 
than 18 years of age
Please see additional Important 
Safety Information inside.

Bothered by the 
fullness* beneath 

your chin?

Got Hair?
M E DIC A L  A E S TH E TIC S

3611A East Tremont Ave., Bronx, NY
347-281-5576

BY ROBERT WIRSING
A Bronx dentist joined his peers in 

helping underprivileged Israeli chil-
dren regain their smiles.

American dentists, doctors Steve 
Katz, Ariel Levy and John Case, re-
cently traveled to Israel to volunteer 
at the Trudi Birger Dental Clinic in 
Jerusalem through Dental Volunteers 
for Israel, a special program providing 
free dental care and oral health educa-
tion to thousands of Jerusalem’s needy 
children annually.

Dr. Ariel Levy, a fi ve-year St. Barn-
abas Hospital orthodontics resident, is 
an Israeli native.

At age 22, Dr. Levy and his family 
emigrated to the U.S. where they set-
tled down in Riverdale.

Dr. Levy is a Brandeis University 
Class of 2009 graduate and a UNC 
School of Dentistry Class of 2013 alum.

“I go home to Israel every year to 
see friends and family. I dearly miss 
it,” he said. “In recent years, I have 
been able to use my dental experience 
back home at this wonderful clinic. 
DVI has advanced equipment and ex-
perienced staff that make a visit a plea-
sure for any doctor or patient.”

This is the second time Dr. Levy 
has volunteered with DVI in his home 
country.

He has booked his next visit with 
DVI for February 2018.

With a total population of 830,000, 
Jerusalem has over 200,000 youth liv-
ing below the poverty line.

Volunteer dentists and their Israeli 
colleagues perform approximately 
1,000 treatments each month.

Most DVI patients are referred to 
the free clinic through the Municipal 
Welfare Offi ce, homeless shelters, at-
risk youth programs, shelters for bat-
tered women and their children and 
other welfare organizations.

Each patient has a story and a rea-

son for living below the poverty line.
One such patient doctors Levy, Katz 

and Case treated this year was Eden, 
a 21-year-old woman born into an abu-
sive family who suffered sexual and 
physical abuse by her biological par-
ents.

At age 13, Eden’s mother struck her 
so hard that she fell and knocked out 
her two front teeth.  

She was fi tted with temporary 
crowns two years later, but was not 
able to replace them due to her family 
situation.

Over the years, Eden’s temporary 
crowns deteriorated and fell out, leav-
ing her with a gap that led to shifting 
teeth and an unhealthy mouth.

She will require extensive special-
ized dental treatment including sur-
gery, root canal therapy, implants and 
crowns.

“It’s an unfortunate situation with 
Eden’s teeth and she needs a lot of den-
tal work,” Dr. Levy noted.

The American Friends of DVI, 
a non-profi t supporting DVI’s work 
through volunteer recruitment and 
fundraising efforts, has launched a 
GoFundMe campaign to help Eden re-
gain her smile.

If interested in donating, visit www.
gofundme.com/help-eden-regain-her-
smile.

DVI was founded by late Holocaust 
survivor, microbiologist and dedicated 
humanitarian activist Trudi Birger in 
1980 when the Israeli government cut 
dental care from public health pro-
grams.

Having survived one of history’s 
darkest chapters, Birger vowed to pre-
vent the suffering of other children 
through DVI which she oversaw until 
her death on April 24, 2002.

For more information, visit www.
americanfriendsofdvi.org.

Bronx dentist helps Israeli 
kids regain lasting smiles

(l-r) DVI director general Dr. Roy Petel with volunteer dentists Dr. Lenny Bers, AFDVI Board 
member; Dr. Scott Dubowsky, AFDVI Board president; Dr. Ariel Levy and Dr. John Case. 
 Photo courtesy of American Friends of DVI
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10% OFF 
ALL ONLINE ORDERS 

ORDER ONLINE
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LOSE 20–40 lb.
IN THE NEXT 40 DAYS

Lose weight and start looking and feeling 
as beautiful as you are...

DROP 20-40 POUNDS IN 40 DAYS

NO EXERCISE NECESSARY

MINIMAL OR NO CRAVINGS

MININMAL OR NO HUNGER

BURNS FAT

TARGETS BELLY, BUTT, HIPS, THIGHS

DOCTOR SUPERVISED FOR SAFETY & RESULTS

Dr. Albert 
Graziosa has 
been certified 
with the fresh 
start hCG diet 
and has led 
many patients 
to live more 
happy and 
healthy lives.

VISIT US AT 

GOTHAIRLLC.COM

BECAUSE OF OUR 

TECHNOLOGY

“Weight Loss Has 

Changed My Life”
Ask yourself how 
would you like to lose 
30 or more pounds, 
have more energy, 
feel great, feel sexy, 
decrease your risks 
of diabetes and heart 
disease and regain 
your health all in next 
40 days.

M E DIC A L  A E S TH E TIC S

Got Hair? llc
3611A East Tremont Avenue  Bronx, NY 

347-281-5576

BE
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R

GET READY FOR SUMMER WITH OUR 
CLEAN START WEIGHT LOSS PROGRAM

BY ARTHUR CUSANO
The Van Cortlandt Library is mov-

ing to a much larger building after de-
cades in its tiny Van Cortlandt Village 
location.

The one-room, one-fl oor library has 
been located at 3874 Sedgwick Avenue, 
just down the road from the Jerome 
Park Reservoir and historic Van Cor-
tlandt Park, since 1968. 

Prior to that, it had been based out 
of a small apartment building down 
the road.

Earlier this month New York Pub-
lic Library fi nalized its purchase of a 
5,800- square-foot building at nearby 
3882 Cannon Place that will be con-
verted into the new branch.

The building was purchased by the 
NYPL on Thursday, August 17 for $1.85 
million, according to NYC Depart-
ment of Finance documents. Prior to 
that, the building had been owned by a 
limited liability corporation.

Councilman Andrew Cohen, Sena-
tor Jeff Klein, Assemblyman Jeffrey 
Dinowitz and Borough President Ru-
ben Diaz, Jr. allocated over $2 million 
for the new facility, expected to be com-
pleted in spring 2019.

“I’m thrilled that the Van Cortlandt 
Branch has found a new home,” said 
Cohen. “I was proud to help fund this 
project that will allow the Van Cor-
tlandt Library to grow with the com-
munity. The Van Cortlandt Library 
has always been an important part of 
our community and I am excited for its 
expansion.”

The larger location will enable 
even more families to enjoy their fa-
vorite books and library programs, 
said Klein, who allocated $500,000 for 
the project.

“The purchase of the new Cannon 
Place property by the NYPLis a mon-
umental step for Bronx residents and 
their quest for a new Van Cortlandt 
branch,” he said.

The move can’t come soon enough 
for branch manager Peter Pamphile. 

Despite the small size, the branch 
has seen a 49 percent increase in pro-
gram attendance in recent years, 
which Pamphile said has created con-
fl icts

“Programs happen on the fl oor it-
self in the children’s area, and that’s 
an area meant for seating where peo-
ple read books,” he said. “We had a 
program where someone was giving 
the history of beats and percussion of 
a drum, so we had to warn the whole 
branch ahead of time that it was go-
ing to be louder, and people were dis-
turbed by it a bit.”

The branch is very crowded, he 
said, especially after school since it is 
located near P.S. 95. But Pamphile said 
it isn’t just used by children.

“It ranges from infants looking to 
take out their fi rst book to seniors who 
want the new James Patterson novel,” 
he said. “I can honestly say there is no 
primary user, we run the full gamut of 
ages.”

Pamphile said the library system 
would be reaching out to residents for 
their input about what they want to see 
in the new library.

The two-family home originally on 
the property was demolished in 2008 
to make way for a two-story support-
ive housing building. 

A temporary certifi cate of occu-
pancy was issued for a two-story, 10-
unit facility in 2016.

New Van Cortlandt 
Library to relocate 

to much larger space

The Van Cortlandt Library will be moving to a larger location down the road after decades 
at its tiny Sedgwick Road location. Arthur Cusano
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BY PATRICK ROCCHIO
It’s time to lace up your running 

shoes for a worthy cause. 
The 16th annual Lt. Thomas Clesse 

5k Memorial Run that remembers the 
events of September 11th 2001 and 
commemorates one of the 49th Pre-
cinct’s ‘Finest’ takes place on Pelham 
Parkway on Saturday, September 9 at 
9 a.m. 

The proceeds from this year’s 
event will go to Detective Miosotis 
Familia’s family, said 49th Precinct 
Community Affairs police officer Da-
vid Lepore. 

Most years the charitable race 
supports the Patrolmen Benevolent 
Association’s Widows and Children’s 
Fund, said Joe Thompson, 49th Pre-
cinct Community Council president, 
but sometimes race organizers feel 
compelled to help others as well. 

“In years past the proceeds have 
almost always gone to the widows 
and children’s fund, but with (Famil-
ia’s) ultimate sacrifice so fresh in our 
minds we decided it to be most fitting 
to donate to her family,” said Lepore. 

The event is typically an “amazing 
day where we get our community and 
police running together,” said Lep-
ore, adding it is a way honor fallen 
officers from September 11th and to 
remember Clesse, who embodied the 
idea of community policing. 

Familia was assassinated as she 
sat in a mobile command unit in the 
46th Precinct on Wednesday, July 5. 

Thompson said that in past years, 
the event has also helped the victims 
of the Boston Marathon bombing in 
2013.

Since he and three other people 
founded the race, Thompson said the 
precinct and its community affairs 
office has always been supportive of 
the effort. 

“We pick a date that is close to Sep-

tember 11th,” said Thompson, say-
ing that the race “commemorates an 
atrocity that happened on our soil 
that we should never forget.” 

First, second and third place win-
ners among men and women runners 
are honored with trophies. 

Two sets of trophies are given out 
to men and women under and over 50, 
so there are plenty of chances to win, 
he said. 

There will also be a children’s race 
with medals awarded, he said. 

“It helps to bring our community 
together, because all kinds of people 

run in this race,” said Thompson. 
Thompson said that he was very 

grateful to the event’s sponsor: Si-
mone Development. 

Joseph Kelleher, president of Si-
mone Metro Properties at Hutchin-
son Metro Center, said that Simone 
Development supports the race be-
cause the 49th Precinct is the de-
velopment’s local community police 
force and they have done a fantastic 
job protecting and reaching out to 
the community. 

“We just believe in the cause of 
supporting police officers in the line 
of duty that have given their lives for 
the sake of public service,” said Kelle-
her. 

He added that it is great feeling to 
race down Pelham Parkway without 
traffic. 

According to a previously pub-
lished Bronx Times Reporter story, 
Clesse passed away from cancer on 
July 27, 2002 after a 32-year NYPD ca-
reer. 

To sign up for the upcoming event, 
people can go to the 49th Precinct at 
2122 Eastchester Road before the race 
starts the day of the event or they can 
call the community affairs office at 
(718) 918-2025 for further informa-
tion. 

16th Annual Clesse 
Run September 9th

It’s one of those 
things that 

happened on our 
soil that we should 

never forget. 
Joe Thompson 

On remembering 
September 11, 2001 at 
the Clesse 5K run walk
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BY BOB GUILIANO
The Bronx YMCA is planning its 

Bon Appetit Fundraiser with four local 
honorees on Thursday, September 7, at 
its 2 Castle Hill Avenue location.

Offering a “selection of food and 
wine from some of the best restaurants 
in the Bronx and beyond,” according to 
a fl yer, the event will honor Gary Axel-
bank, Rosemary DeLuca, Demetris Gi-
annoulias and Nalini Singh.

Tickets cost $100 per person with 
the money going toward providing the 
Y’s toddlers, children, teens, adults and 
senior citizens with “quality activities 
and services that keep our communi-
ties strong,” Axelbank noted. 

Axelbank hosts BronxTalk, a fl ag-
ship talk show in the Bronx that de-
buted in October of 1994. 

As a call-in talk show, BronxTalk 
gives Bronxites an opportunity to talk 
on the air with the borough’s movers 
and shakers. 

It has also presented political debates 
in some of the borough’s most hotly con-
tested campaigns.

BronxTalk also tackles issues in-
cluding Bronx education, crime and 
policing, politics, health care, youth 
services, domestic violence, housing, 
economic development, arts and enter-
tainment, and quality of life. 

BronxTalk, produced by Yeila Llu-
beres, is broadcast live on Cablevision’s 
channel 67 and Verizon Fios channel 33 
at 9 p.m. Mondays.

DeLuca is a former Wildlife Conser-
vation Society executive who was hon-
ored for her service to the institution 
and people of the Bronx during a re-
tirement party on Wednesday, July 12, 
inside the Bronx Zoo’s Schiff Family 
Great Hall.

DeLuca served as WCS’s director of 
government relations for 16 years and 
previously worked as the New York Bo-
tanical Garden’s community affairs 
manager for seven years.

Borough President Ruben Diaz Jr. 
and other elected offi cials declared the 
day as ‘Rosemary DeLuca Day’ in her 
honor.

Giannoulias is the founder, chair-
man and CEO of Spring Bank, which 
supports the growth of small businesses 

Y Bon Appetit Fundraiser

and startups in the Bronx through a 
partnership with the Business Out-
reach Center, a Community Develop-
ment Financial Institution (CDFI)-
certifi ed small-business development 
organization, according to the website 
for Community Development Bankers 
Association at http://cdbanks.org.

In the summer of 2014, Spring Bank 
wrote a letter of credit to help the Busi-
ness Outreach Center secure the lease 
for the Bronx Business Incubator, a new 
space for entrepreneurs to conduct busi-
ness, engage in workshops and network 
with peers, according to the website. 

“A majority of small businesses 
get their fi rst loans from community 
banks,” said Giannoulias. “It’s fun to 
meet people and hear them talk pas-
sionately about something that they’re 
working on and to be able to be a part 
of it. That’s the great thing about being 
a banker.”

Nalini Singh is principal of Antonia 
Pantoja Preparatory Academy: A Col-
lege Board School, 1980 Lafayette Ave-
nue. No information was available from 
the school’s website at www.appabx.
org/home.

The Y requests that those  inter-
ested in attending the gala to R.S.V.P. by 
Tuesday, September 5, by calling Debo-
rah Adams at (718) 789-9736 Ext. 209, or 
emailing her at deadams@ymcanyc.
org.

‘BronxTalk’ host Gary Axelbank is one of this 
year’s honorees. File Photo

REWARD 
$300

IF FOUND PLEASE CONTACT
LAURA AT 917-370-2126
ATTRACT WITH
SEEDS PLEASE

LOST
PAIR OF LOVEBIRDS
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Delivery Service Available

10
PLASMA TVs

CHECK OUT OUR MENU ON-LINE AT: WWW.WICKEDWOLFNY.COM

Restaurant & Bar
4029 East Tremont A 0

The Wicked Wolf
We Now Deliver 7 Days A Week!

Party at the

barn TENT
Saturday, October 7, 2017

2 pm - 10pm
Under Our BIG TOP TENT!

FEATURING

COUNTRY FRESH HILLBILLY PARADE

Whiskey’s
edge band

ADVANCE TICKETS

$15
TICKETS AT DOOR

$20

SATURDAY, AUGUST 26
YOU’VE HEARD THE HYPE

NOW COME WATCH THE FIGHT



BRONX TIMES REPORTER, AUGUST 25-31, 201726    BTR

Councilman Vacca (l) met with HPD representatives at his East Tremont district offi ce. 
 Photo courtesy of Councilman James Vacca’s Offi ce

Councilman James Vacca hosted NYC Department of Housing Preservation and Develop-
ment representatives on Wednesday, August 2 to provide one-on-one assistance to con-
stituents.

COUNCILMAN VACCA MEETS 
WITH HPD REPRESENTATIVES

Bronxites tuned into BronxNet’s ‘BronxTalk’ on Monday, August 14 for an exciting on-air 13th 
Council District Debate featuring Democratic Primary candidates Assemblyman Mark Gjonaj, 
John Doyle, Egidio Sementilli and Marjorie Velazquez. The half hour debate moderated by 
BronxTalk host Gary Axelbank had the candidates answer questions regarding suitability for 
offi ce, development, housing and education.  BronxTalk’s fi rst of three Democratic Primary 
debates can be viewed at www.bronxnet.org/tv/bronxtalk/9882-bronxtalk-08-14-17.

13TH CD DEMOCRATIC PRIMARY DEBATE

‘BronxTalk’ host Gary Axelbank (back, c) with 13th Council District Democratic candidates 
(front, l-r) Assemblyman Gjonaj, Marjorie Velazquez, John Doyle and Egidio Sementilli. 
 Photo by Walter Pofeldt

Catholic Guardian Services executive board 
members, organizers and clients enjoyed 
this year’s Career Exploration Celebration. 
 Photo by Ray Maldonado

Catholic Guardian Services is hosting a Ca-
reer Exploration Event on Friday, August 18 
at the Bronx Zoo for youth aging out of the 
Foster Care Program. As part of Catholic 
Guardian Services’ Youth Employment Ser-
vices, the inspirational day featured motiva-
tional speakers and coaches to help youth 
start developing career goals.

CATHOLIC GUARDIAN
 SERVICES’ EVENT

Fifteen Bronx high school students completed the fi rst-ever DreamYard summer program 
internship program in AT&T retail stores in New York on Tuesday, August 15. Over the past 
four weeks, the students, who were selected as the most-qualifi ed from a pool of applicants, 
learned about wireless technology and business management in a real-world setting.

STUDENTS COMPLETE DREAMYARD INTERNSHIP

Borough President Diaz (2nd row, c) and Marissa Shorenstein (front, c), AT&T East Region 
president, with the students. Photo courtesy of SKDKnickerbocker Tino Martinez (l) autographed a bat for one of his fans. Photo by Jelena Gerga

New York Yankees four-time World Series champion fi rst baseman Tino Martinez wowed the 
crowd at a celebrity appearance on Wednesday, August 16 at Empire City Casino. Martinez 
met with fans, posed for photos and signed autographs before watching the Subway Series 
game with zealots at Dan Rooney’s Sports Bar.

YANKEES’ TINO MARTINEZ AT EMPIRE CITY CASINO
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TOO HOT TO COOK?
LET BRADYS’ DO IT FOR YOU!

 | Now Delivering to the Beach Clubs

MONDAY, TUESDAY, WEDNESDAY NIGHT

JOIN US FOR
WING NIGHTS 25¢ WINGS

TRY OUR DELICIOUS 
ANGUS RIB EYE & SHELLSTEAKS!

Order Your Wings For Any 
Event On Our Wing Hotline

1-718-HOT-WING

CATERING 
AVAILABLE 

FOR ALL 
BOROUGHS

TRY OUR DELICIOUS 
FRESH CLAMS ON THE HALF 

SHELL, BAKED CLAMS, FRESH 
MUSSELS, SHRIMP, SURF AND 

TURF AND MORE

FROM THE SEA

Thursday Nights
Surf & Turf Night

Lobster Tail & Shell Steak

FRESH SEAFOOD! MUSSELS, OYSTERS AND CLAMS

Order Brady’s To Go @ www.pjbradystogo.com

BRADY’S 
IS NOW DELIVERING 

7 DAYS A WEEK
THROUGH 

Starting at 1130 am Mon.- thur. 

Sat. and Sunday 12 noon

COME ON IN AND COOL OFF! 
IN OUR NEWLY RENOVATED

DINING ROOM
PERFECT for LARGE DINNER PARTIES

WEDNESDAY NIGHT 
IS PIZZA AND PASTA NIGHT

Pie with pitcher of beer or soda only $20
Pasta night $15.95 

with craft of wine or pitcher soda

ENJOY                BUCKETS 5/$20

WATCH ALL FOOTBALL GAMES WITH THE SUNDAY TICKET
20¢ WINGS FOR ALL FOOTBALL GAMES (EAT-IN ONLY, AT THE BAR ONLY)

LET US BE YOUR GAMEDAY HEADQUARTERS...WINGS, MOZZARELLA STICKS, PIZZA AND MORE...

GET AN ORDER OF WINGS

FREE
BUY 2 LARGE PIES

PIZZA
SPECIAL

EAT-IN OR TO GO
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The Young Kings and Queens Chess Club’s Valley for Valley Day was celebrated on Saturday, August 19 at Bruner and Wickham avenues. The family friendly event featured a basketball 
tournament and chess games for everyone’s amusement.

Kings & Queens Valley Day Chess Play

Young Kings and Queens 
Chess Club CEO Romeo 
Davis with the Youth 
Basketball Valley Team.
 Photo by Edwin Soto

(Bottom left) (l-r) 
Youth Basketball Val-
ley Tournament’s Ron, 
David Davis, referees 
Eloy Solis and Juan 
Almonte and Romeo 
Davis, Young Kings and 
Queens Chess Club CEO.
 Photo by Edwin Soto

(Bottom center) Romeo 
Davis (l) with T-shirt de-
signer Ottis Brooks. 
 Photo by Edwin Soto

(l-r) Ottis Brooks, T-
shirts designer; Dionte 
Mayers; Jasai Jones; 
Pamela Hamilton John-
son;  Angel Tineo; Jason 
Weber and Romeo Davis 
had a great time at the 
celebration. 
 Photo by Edwin Soto

A Trusted Name In The Community For Over 50 Years

CHERICO REAL ESTATE

ONX, NY

EXPERIENCED
BILINGUAL OPTICIAN

Wanted in a Family Bronx OD Practice
Text or call AJ at 914-582-7729

OPTICIAN WANTED



BRONX TIMES REPORTER, AUGUST 25-31, 2017 29  BTR

�Contact us at 212-971-7795 or 
hspoutreach@selfhelp.net 

Was your life impacted by Nazi 
persecution because of your 

Jewish identity?� 

For more than 80 years, 
Selfhelp�has bettered the lives of 

Holocaust survivors through 
home care, socialization, and 

social work services.

Did you hide or flee?
Were you separated from your parents?�
Were you unable to return home?
Did you disguise your Jewish identity?

�You are a survivor of the Holocaust.� 
You may be eligible for services.� 

For us, this is personal. 
We're here to listen and help.� 

Photo from United States Holocaust Memorial Museum, 
courtesy of Shraga Wainer 

QUESTIONS ABOUT
MEDICARE HEALTH INSURANCE,

PRESCRIPTION PLANS OR
COVERAGE COSTS?

WE CAN HELP WITH:
•EPIC
•Medicare Part D
•Medicare Savings Program
•Medicare preventive

services
•Medicare Advantage

•Problems with your
current plan

•“Extra Help” 
Low-Income Subsidy

•Understanding your
health insurance options

For Expert Guidance On 
Your Health Insurance Questions,

Call 311 and ask for HIICAP,
visit www.nyc.gov/aging

or email HIICAP@aging.nyc.gov
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Empire City Casino will 
be the place to be for fans of 
‘Big Blue’ when two-time New 
York Giants Super Bowl cham-
pion Mark Bavaro appears in 
the casino’s Entertainment 
Lounge Saturday, August 26, 
beginning at 6:30 p.m. 

 The popular tight-end will 
meet and greet football enthu-
siasts, pose for photos and sign 
autographs before heading 

Empire City Casino is bleeding blue
into Dan Rooney’s Sports Pub 
to watch the New York brag-
ging rights pre-season contest 
between the Giants and Jets. 
Dan Rooney’s features over 40 
large screen TVs with upscale 
pub food and cold brews avail-
able for purchase. Fans can or-
der up a juicy NY strip steak or 
an award-winning burger and 
cheer on the G-Men as they 
tackle Gang Green just across 

the river at MetLife Stadium.
Bavaro is among one of the 

most popular Giants of the 
mid-eighties and was a key 
component on Coach Parcells’ 
Super Bowl XXI and XXV 
championship squads. He was 
a fourth round selection by 
the Giants in the 1985 NFL 
Draft following an All-Amer-
ican career at Notre Dame. 
Bavaro quickly emerged as a 

starter in his rookie season 
in 1985 and was renowned for 
his blocking, toughness and 
receiving ability as tight end. 
Known for his blue collar play, 
Bavaro was a two-time All-Pro 
and two-time Pro-Bowler. In 
2011, he was inducted into the 
Giants’ Ring of Honor, which 
commemorates some of the 
most prominent fi gures in the 
franchise’s history.

While at the casino, attend-
ees can take a chance on the 
record-breaking $2-million 
jackpot currently available 
only at Empire City Casino 
on the IGT Wheel of Fortune 
Triple Stars® slot machine 
just outside Dan Rooney’s, or 
dance the night away as Ra-
dio Riot, the tristate’s premier 
cover band, rocks out in the 
Entertainment Lounge.

Known for offering wages 
and benefi ts that are higher 
than the national average for 
the retail industry, ALDI, 
one of America’s favorite gro-
cery stores, will host a hiring 
event for its locations in the 
Bronx on Monday, August 28. 
Opportunities within ALDI 
include store associate posi-
tions.

 The hiring event is in sup-
port of the ongoing growth 
of ALDI in the area, offering 
customers the ALDI brand 
promise of high-quality gro-
cery items at impossibly low 
prices.

The hiring event will take 
place from 7 a.m. to 5 p.m. at 
the Residence Inn - Metro 
Center Atrium, 1776 East-

chester Road.
The position of store asso-

ciate, with a salary of $13.50 
per hour.

Must be 18 years or older to 
apply; high school diploma or 
GED preferred; must be avail-
able to work anytime between 
6 a.m. and 11 p.m., Monday 
to Sunday; retail experience 
preferred; drug screening 

and background check; and 
ability to lift 45 pounds.

ALDI offers employees 
generous wages and benefi ts 
that are higher than the na-
tional average for the retail 
industry

ALDI staff averaging more 
than 25 hours a week are eli-
gible for full health insurance 
benefi ts and dental coverage

ALDI hiring event August 28th
All employees are invited 

to participate in the 401(k) 
program

Awarded National 2017 Top 
Workplaces that recognizes 
organizations with the high-
est employee engagement

Recently named to the 
Forbes 2017 list of America’s 
Best Large Employers for the 
third consecutive year.

BY GENE DEFRANCIS 
Allerton International 

Merchants Association Inc is 
now offi cially 501(c)3. Thanks 
to everyone who has helped us 
grow, learn, and succeed. This 
organization has come a long 
way since its inception but 
one core principle has always 
been in place. Unity and com-
munication is key to improv-
ing quality of life in our com-
munity.

Our core members have 
been with us through thick 
and thin. We have had ups 
and downs. We took risks 
and sometimes we failed and 
sometimes we succeeded. We 
alway addressed our mistakes 
and communicated our way 
through them so we didn’t re-
peat them.

I am so proud of this orga-
nization and our neighbors. 
Our numbers are growing 
and we are getting more ambi-
tious in our efforts. Do not be 
afraid of this growth. We will 
always listen to your needs, 

concerns, and opinions and 
alway make decisions as a 
community.

That is why it is so very 
important to join our Face-
book page and to be heard - 
Allerton International Mer-
chants Association Inc. on 
Facebook.

With the added funds we 
will collect, we will improve 
our quality of life. Work to of-
fer more variety in our shop-
ping district. Work to protect 
our community from scatter 
sites and homeless shelters 
that don’t provide real support 
for our neighbors but profi t off 
of their disparity and strug-
gle.

Happy neighbors shop... 
and so do employed neighbors. 
That is why we will help our 
neighbors fi nd employment 
when possible and ensure 
their voice is heard by reg-
istering those who have not 
done so to vote.

We are a non partisan orga-
nization and we get to the core 
of our issues and focus on solu-

tions. We work together with 
those who are open minded to 
all options and ideas and pro-
vide positive results.

We will continue to provide 
and support local community 
events. We will still engage 
in community clean ups and 
hope to expand this aspect of 
our work. We also will con-
tinue and expand our com-
munity arts program, animal 
care projects, and healthy 
community initiatives.

If you have the energy and 
want to be a part either by vol-
unteering or donating, you 
can come to our offi ce at 930 
Allerton Avenue or email us 
at AllertonMerchants@gmail.
com.

The time is now to stand to-

gether and rejuvenate and re-
build our home. We can’t sit 
around and wait for other to 
do it for us.

Our next meeting is Tues-
day, September 5 at 7 p.m. at 
the beautiful Sanz Banquet 
Hall. We encourage all to at-
tend.

We will be discussing the 
plans NYC Department of 
Transportation has created to 
alleviate concerns regarding 
the Boston Road and Allerton 
Avenue intersection making it 
more friendly for drivers and 
pedestrians. We are optimis-
tic it will help and hopeful it 
will solve the problem in full. 
Time will tell.

We will also have a full dis-
cussion regarding business 
improvement districts and 
if they would be benefi cial to 
our community. We will hear 
both sides, weigh the pros and 
cons, and make an informed 
decision. Your opinion is im-
portant to us.

As summer draws to a con-
clusion we hope you made the 

most of it. Summer 2018 will 
be here again before we know 
it. Just like the holidays are 
fast approaching.

Our annual Halloween 
Sidewalk Parade and Party, 
annual Pumpkin Carving 
Event, tree lighting and of 
course the holiday lights are 
not that far off.

Collection for the holiday 
lights has begun. We encour-
age everyone to send their 
checks in before Halloween so 
we can pay the contractor in 
full before November.

We are also collecting to 
pave the alleyway between 
Holland and Cruger to resolve 
this eyesore and the hazard it 
attracts.

We are collecting to pro-
vide 40 merchants with store 
front security cameras and 
lighting.

Become a member today 
and receive discounts at par-
ticipating stores and join our 
email list.

Get involved because your 
community is your business.
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THE THROGGS

3602/3604 East Tremont Avenue  

Check Out These
Stores In The

Throggs Neck Mall!

TAILS ARE WAGGIN' AND PETS ARE BRAGGIN'

3604 A E.Tremont Ave.

347-680-5921 347-680-5929
ALL SERVICES BY APPOINTMENT ONLY

$500OFF
WITH COUPON ONLY

AUGUST, SEPTEMBER, OCTOBER SPECIAL
COCKAPOO, POMERANIAN, COCKER SPANIEL
INCLUDES BATH WITH OATMEAL SHAMPOO AND OATMEAL CONDITIONER

HAIR TRIM, NAILS CUT AND EARS CLEANED

$60Starting
At

AMSTERDAM AIR COOLING

212-787-7700

   Commercial $ Residential

    upon request

LUNCH 
SPECIALS

HAPPY 
HOUR

COMING SOON
Angelo Gonzalez 

licensed Real Estate Agent 
off: 917-803-2589

cell: 646-243-7832
fax: 718-823-2820

CORE REALTY FAMILY

3602 A EAST TREMONT AVENUE



With select mattress purchases of $1299.99 and above. Up to an $1198 value.

FREE ADJUSTABLE BASE**

Your favorite shows just got easier to binge-watch.

Firm
Queen Mattress

$29999

SAVE $350 OFF
Our Low Price of $649.99

OVER

50OFF

With purchases of $599.99 and above.

FREE 
DELIVERY†††

FRI-SUN

NO CREDIT NEEDED
See store for details.0%APR 

FOR6 YEARS * Minimum purchase of $2,499 
with your Mattress Firm 
credit card. 72 Equal Monthly 
Payments required. 

OR

Flash Sale 
FRIDAY - SUNDAY

+
SAVE UP 

TO
$500

FREE PILLOW†*

Save money and complete 
your sleep with an extra perk, 
completely on us. A $119.99 value. 

The leading memory foam has met its match.

There’s a reason two out of three people choose 
the DreamBed Lux. Now you can rest easier on 
the new and exclusive, reinvented memory foam 
mattress that uses patented memory foam coils 
to bring you superior temperature control and 
unmatched pressure relief.

ALL NEW

saleLABOR 
DAY

is 
now

MF47_NYC_WRAP_8.25_DAILYNEWS_COMMUNITY_1



$41 Per Month**†

72 Months 
0% APR*

$2949.99 
Total to Pay

$53 Per Month**†

72 Months 
0% APR*

$3749.99 
Total to Pay

+ SAVE 
$500

+ SAVE 
$400

EXCLUSIVELY AT 

 

Experience the latest in 
Cooling Technology.

$39 Per Month**†

36 Months 
0% APR*

$1399.99 
Total to Pay

+ FREE 
BOX 
SPRING†*

EXCLUSIVELY AT 

BLUETOUCH 300 FIRM

LABOR DAY SALE

KELSIE LUXURY FIRMJENNINGS PLUSH

EXCLUSIVELY AT 

MF47_NYC_WRAP_8.25_DAILYNEWS_COMMUNITY_2_3



 

$39 Per Month**†

72 Months 
0% APR*

$2799.99 
Total to Pay

+ FREE 
ADJUSTABLE 
BASE†*

EXCLUSIVELY AT 

LX510

With select mattress purchases of $1299.99 and above. Up to an $1198 value.

FREE Adjustable
Base**

$34 Per Month**†

48 Months 
0% APR*

$1599.99 
Total to Pay

+ FREE 
ADJUSTABLE 
BASE**

EXCLUSIVELY AT 

300 PLUSH WHITFIELD PLUSH

EXCLUSIVELY AT 

+ FREE 
ADJUSTABLE 
BASE**

$41 Per Month**†

72 Months 
0% APR*

$2949.99 
Total to Pay



+ SAVE
$400

$37 Per Month**†

72 Months 
0% APR*
$2649.99 

Total to Pay

+ SAVE
$400

$41 Per Month**†

36 Months 
0% APR*
$1449.99 

Total to Pay

+ SAVE
$300

$39 Per Month**†

72 Months 
0% APR*
$2749.99 

Total to Pay

GLADNEY FIRM SOUTHTON PILLOW TOPGARRISON EXTRA FIRM

MF47_NYC_WRAP_8.25_DAILYNEWS_COMMUNITY_4

CUSHION FIRM
QUEEN MATTRESS

$39999

NEW LOW PRICE

0% APR: 5 years* with a minimum purchase $1999, 4 years* with a minimum purchase of $1499, 3 years* with a minimum purchase of $1299, 2 years* with a minimum purchase of $999 on your Mattress Firm credit card. 60, 48, 36 or 24 equal monthly payments 
required. *Off er valid 8/16/17-9/12/17 and applies only to single-receipt qualifying purchases. No interest will be charged on promo purchase and equal monthly payments are required equal to initial promo purchase amount divided equally by the number of months in 
promo period until promo is paid in full. The equal monthly payment will be rounded to the next highest whole dollar and may be higher than the minimum payment that would be required if the purchase was a non-promotional purchase. Regular account terms apply 
to non-promotional purchases. For new accounts: Purchase APR is 29.99%; Minimum Interest Charge is $2. Existing cardholders should see their credit card agreement for their applicable terms. Subject to credit approval. **†All monthly payments are rounded up to 
the nearest whole dollar. Monthly payment is based on purchase price alone excluding tax and delivery charges. Credit purchases subject to credit approval. Other transactions may aff ect the monthly payment. Total to pay amount refl ects total for queen mattresses 
†*Free Pillow Off er: Off er valid 8/25/17-8/27/17. Receive 1 free Columbia Omni Max Pillow (a $119.99 value) with purchase of any DreamBed Lux mattress or set. Not valid on previous purchases. Free pillow has no cash value and cannot be used as credit 
towards purchase.  Limited quantities available; off er valid while supplies last. See store for complete details. **Free Adjustable Base Off er: Off er valid 8/16/17-8/29/17. Receive a free LP50 adjustable base with select mattress purchases $1299.99 and 
above. Free adjustable base off er valid on same size mattress purchased. Free adjustable base off er valid to complete mattress set and cannot be used as credit or combined with any other off er, coupon or discounts. Off er valid while supplies last. See 
store for complete details. *†Free Box Spring Off er: Off er valid 8/16/17-8/29/17. Receive a free matching standard or low profi le box spring with the purchase of select mattresses from Serta iComfort or Beautyrest Recharge. Free box spring off er valid on 
same size mattress purchased. Free box spring off er valid to complete mattress set and cannot be used as credit or combined with any other off er, coupon or discounts. See store for complete details. †††Free delivery valid on purchases of $599.99 and 
above. On available products in local delivery areas. Not available for online purchases. Off er valid 8/25/17-8/27/17. ††Our Low Price Guarantee: We will beat any advertised price by 10% or your purchase is free if you fi nd the same or comparable mattress 
set advertised for less than your invoiced price within 100 days. See store for details. Our Low Price Guarantee does not apply to Serta iComfort, clearance merchandise, fl oor models, vendor roll backs/rebates, special purchases, promotional items, door 
busters, discontinued merchandise, or any MAP products. Some products are at the manufacturer’s minimum selling price and further reductions cannot be taken. Merchandise off ered for sale on auction sites (i.e. eBay, craigslist, etc.) is excluded. See store 
for details. In-store dollar savings range from $50-$500. We invite you to ask about any individual prices. Product and selection may vary from store to store. Photography is for illustration purposes only and may not refl ect actual product. Mattress Firm, 
Inc. strives for accuracy in our advertising, but errors in pricing and/or photography may occur. Mattress Firm reserves the right to correct any such errors. Store hours may vary by location. Unless otherwise indicated, off ers valid 8/23/17-8/29/17 or while 
supplies last at your local Mattress Firm. See store for complete details.

PILLOW TOP
QUEEN MATTRESS

$50999

SAVE $100 OFF
Our Low Price of $609.99

LIMITED EDITION

PILLOW TOP
QUEEN MATTRESS

$29999

SAVE $60 OFF
Our Low Price of $359.99

LUXURY FIRM
QUEEN MATTRESS

$60999

SAVE $100 OFF
Our Low Price of $709.99

LIMITED EDITION

PILLOW TOP
QUEEN MATTRESS

$19999

NEW LOW PRICE

1-800-MAT-FIRM | MATTRESSFIRM.COM | OVER 3500 STORE LOCATIONSVISIT YOUR NEAREST  | STORE HOURS: MON - SAT 10AM - 8PM • SUN 12PM - 6PM

DON’T WAIT...OUR LOW PRICE IS GUARANTEED FOR 100 DAYS OR IT’S FREE††

Over 15 
Queen 

Mattresses
Under $69999

You don’t have to be royalty to sleep like it. 
At Mattress Firm you can choose from an 
array of queen-sized mattresses, at great 

prices, to fi nd the bed of your dreams.

FIRM
QUEEN MATTRESS

$9999

Everything you loved, plus even more!is 
now

ALL MATTRESSES ON SALE
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See what the Throggs Neck Mall is all about!
You can sit and dine in our cozy courtyard. NECK MALL

Offi ce/Retail Space Available in the Mall Call 917-232-2375

(2nd Floor) Suite 204

Lessons on all Instruments
Beginners & Intermediate

Repairs, Recordings, Video

Live Bands
Disc Jockeys Available
Call 646-261-0170
    or 646-331-9707
for free consultation or
www.justnutsmusic.net

Want to play an instrument?
Just Nuts Music School

THE STYLIST &
THE BARBER
The Throggs Neck Mall
3602 E. Tremont Avenue
Bronx, NY 10465

718-684-1191

Chair Rental
Looking for stylist, barbers and/or nail tech with a following

Laser Hair Removal 
IPL Facial 

Chemical Peel 
Balayage Brazilian Blowout 
Spring & Summer Special 

We specialize in:
Color Correction 
Hair Extensions 

Stylist: Jen  Barber: JayWOMEN MEN

718-684-1191

50% 
First Color 
ServiceOFF

Mention This Ad
And Receive

10% 

OFF

follow us on Instagram
and Facebook 

COMING SOON-MICRO BLADING
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Action

Association

Assemblyman Michael R. 
Benedetto voted to put forth 
a Resolution denouncing hate 
groups, their message and 
the violence they instigated 
in Charlottesville, Virginia 
recently.

Benedetto, a member of 
the Board of Directors of 
the Council of State Govern-

ments, was attending the 
Eastern Regional Conference 
meeting on August 12 to Au-
gust 15 in Connecticut with 
600 fellow legislators when a 
protest in a Charlottesville 
park to remove a statue of 
Robert E. Lee turned violent, 
leaving thee dead and over a 
dozen injured.

Benedetto said in support 
of the Resolution, “The neo-
Nazis, KKK and White Su-
premacists that ignited the 
horrible incident that ended 
in the murder of counter pro-
tester Heather Heyer, have 
a history of bigotry and vio-
lence and threaten the rights 
and privileges enjoyed by our 

Benedetto votes for resolution denouncing hate groups
great nation.”

The Resolution condemned 
“in  the strongest possible 
terms all hateful speech, in-
timidation, violence, vandal-
ism, arson, murder, and all 
hate crimes; and calls upon 
all people of good will to 
pledge to be civil and respect-
ful in all public forums and 

dialogue…”  
The Council Resolution 

further reaffi rmed “the right 
of every citizen to live without 
fear and intimidation, and to 
practice their faith freely.”

The Resolution was sent to 
all governors, legislative lead-
ers and minority leaders in 
the member’s jurisdictions.

The Local Initiatives Support Corporation NYC, the NYC De-
partment of Housing Preservation and Development, and the 
Mayor’s Community Affairs Unit announced the fi rst fi ve non-
profi ts to participate in the New York Land Opportunity Pro-
gram. 

Two of the groups selected to participate in the fi rst round of 
the program are faith-based institutions with limited real estate 
experience based in Bronx.

This program is supported by Booth Ferris Foundation, with 
additional support from BankUnited, Deutsche Bank, M&T Bank 
and Santander Bank.

The Bronx churches are: the 100-year-old Wakefi eld Grace 
United Methodist Church and St. Luke’s Episcopal Church, 
founded over a century ago.

BY FRANK V. VERNUCCIO, JR.
When Vladimir Putin seeks 

to eliminate a political rival, 
he has them assassinated. Chi-
na’s President Xi has his dis-
sidents tossed into hard labor 
prison camps.  North Korea’s 
Kim Jung-un has been known 
to have those he disagrees with 
literally blown apart, some-
times using artillery.

That’s not the American 
way, however. When an out-
spoken group or individual 
runs afoul of leadership in the 
United States, insiders use the 
machinery of the federal gov-
ernment, and abuse taxpayer-
funded agencies and depart-
ments, to engage in fi nancial 
and legal harassment to fi ght 
them.

There is a great deal of frus-
tration with the fact that out-
siders have challenged Wash-
ington’s political hierarchy. 
The opposition of the Tea Party 
was met with stiff resistance 
by the Obama Administration, 
which violated numerous legal 
and ethical standards when 
it employed the Internal Rev-
enue Service to prevent those 
involved from fully organiz-
ing. The American Center for 
Law and Justice  notes that “As 
a tidal wave of grassroots ac-
tivism began to roar through-
out the country, the Obama 
Administration attempted to 
quell this activism by every-
day Americans by beginning 
to develop an unconstitutional 
and illegal system of targeting 
and abuse.  The Administra-
tion’s IRS began pulling some 

tax-exempt applications out of 
the normal screening process 
for additional scrutiny (includ-
ing the issuance of onerous 
demand letters for additional 
information) of organizations 
seeking tax-exemption whose 
names included the terms ‘Tea 
Party,’ ‘Patriots,’ ‘9/12,’ or other 
conservative-sounding names, 
such as ‘We the People’ or ‘Take 
Back the Country.”

There are signifi cant exam-
ples of attempted federal intim-
idation outside of the Internal 
Revenue Service. Harassment 
of centrists and conservative 
think tanks were a signifi cant 
strategy of the Obama admin-
istration. Attorney General 
Loretta Lynch “referred to the 
FBI” the proposal to crimi-
nalize any disagreement with 
Obama’s environmental poli-
cies.

Jonathon Hauenschild, 
writing in The Hill reported 
that during the Obama Admin-
istration “Efforts to curtail on-
line political speech were not 
limited to one federal commis-
sion or agency. Rules proposed 
by The [Federal Communica-
tions Commission] FCC, Fed-
eral Election Commission, and 
considered by the Securities Ex-
change Commission all threat-
ened online political speech. 
In the Open Internet Order of 
2015, the FCC proposed some-
thing called the ‘general con-
duct standard’ or the ‘Internet 
conduct standard.’ The former 
chair of the FEC repeatedly 
called for federal regulation 
of online political speech and 

nearly persuaded the FEC to 
sanction Fox News for merely 
sponsoring a primary presi-
dential debate.”

Tom Basile, in a 2014 Forbes 
article  reported that “govern-
ment has grown so large, so 
complex, so involved in virtu-
ally every aspect of their lives, 
that it is now being used as a 
weapon by a small segment 
of the ruling political class. 
The weaponization of govern-
ment is happening and it’s time 
Americans took notice…Those 
tactics reduce every Ameri-
cans’ personal and economic 
freedom. There is a dangerous 
arrogance of power among   

President Obama and se-
nior-level Democrats that 
should concern every Ameri-
can.”

Sara Carter, in a Circa ex-
pose, found that during the 
Obama Administration “The 
National Security Agency…
routinely violated Ameri-
can privacy protections…and 
failed to disclose the extent of 
the problems until the fi nal 
days before Donald Trump was 
elected president last fall, ac-
cording to once top-secret doc-
uments that chronicle some of 
the most serious constitutional 
abuses to date by the U.S. intel-
ligence community. More than 

5 percent, or one out of every 
20 searches seeking upstream 
Internet data on Americans 
inside the NSA’s so-called Sec-
tion 702 database violated the 
safeguards Obama and his in-
telligence chiefs vowed to fol-
low in 2011, according to one 
classifi ed internal…”

This surveillance had little 
to do with national security 
and everything to do with spy-
ing on political opponents.

The current use of a special 
counsel, Robert Mueller, who 
has now empaneled a grand 
jury, to investigate the Trump 
campaign—despite a distinct 
lack of any evidence of a crime 
being committed, or, indeed, 
even a discussion of what fed-
eral law or regulation may have 
been broken, fi ts neatly into 
this pattern. It is a clear con-
tinuation of the harassment by 
political insiders of those, like 
the Tea Party, who seek to chal-
lenge the monopoly of political 
professionals.

The Democrats were quite 
successful in abusing and vio-
lating their own internal party 
procedures to prevent an out-
sider, Bernie Sanders, from 
gaining their 2016 presidential 
nomination, an act which has 
not received the judicial scru-
tiny it deserves.  The GOP lead-
ership held a more open pro-
cess, allowing outsider Trump 
to win.    His campaign capital-
ized on the growing unease of 
the American electorate that 
the political game was increas-
ingly rigged and Constitutional 
rights were being trampled, to 

insure the election of insiders.
Without the support of 

GOP insiders, and facing the 
anguish of a Democrat Party 
that has virtually been driven 
from power on the federal and 
most state levels, Trump is ex-
ceedingly vulnerable. The goal 
of the political insiders—to 
hobble his administration—is 
achieved not by the potential 
results of the Mueller inquisi-
tion, but by the very fact that it 
exists, and that it hampers the 
agenda he campaigned on.

There is another non-legal 
reason for the hysteria and hy-
perbole surrounding the as-yet 
unsubstantiated allegations 
about the Trump Campaign. 
There can be little doubt that 
numerous Constitutional vio-
lations occurred during the 
Obama Administration.  There 
are also serious legal questions 
about Hillary Clinton’s obvious 
violation of the law and endan-
germent of American national 
security in her personal profi t 
from the sale of uranium to the 
Russians, as well as her feloni-
ous mismanagement of clas-
sifi ed emails. But Obama and 
Clinton are ultimate insiders—
they don’t get investigated or 
punished for their misdeeds. 
The Mueller investigation ef-
fectively distracts the public 
from those offenses, and gives 
the media an excuse to ignore 
them. After all, during the past 
eight years, we have learned 
that political investigations 
are aimed at outsiders who 
have the temerity to challenge 
the insiders.

BY TONY SALIMBENE
Here’s another listing of 

events to post on the fridge, 
please try to attend.

Saturday, August 26 at 1 
p.m., street naming at Ford-
ham Road and the Grand Con-
course for a young woman 
killed in this current confl ict. 
All Marines better be there.

Saturday, August 26 at 4 
p.m., fund raiser at AMVETS 
Post 38, Shore Drive. 

Sunday, September 3, BBQ 
at Sam Young Post 620!

Saturday, September 9 at 11 
a.m. to 1 p.m., Town Hall meet-

ing with City Council candi-
dates, Post 620, Erickson Place.

Saturday, September 9, 
Annual Seafood Fest at L. H. 
Hawkins Post, City Island Av-
enue.

Monday, September 11,  9-11 
ceremony, Jacobi Hospital Me-

morial Garden, form up at 8:15 
a.m.

Monday, September 11,  9-11 
ceremony,  6 to 8 p.m., East 
Tremont, next to the fi rehouse.

Tuesday, September 12, 
local City Council election, 
please vote!

Friday, September 29, 7 p.m., 
CB10 Veterans Committee 
meets at Sam Young Post 620

Until next time: We should 
be thankful we can partici-
pate in local government, have 
the freedom to assemble, con-
duct ceremonies and gather for 
causes we believe in!

Developing affordable housing
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(l-r) Raven Gray, Joanna Pierno, Diamond Royston, Claudia LeConte and baby Jacob enjoyed this year’s carnival. 
 Photo by Laura Stone

Brothers Yoniel (l) and Yonael Rosario enjoyed the car 
ride. Photo by Laura Stone

Hunter Carmody enjoyed the prize he won from the Balloon Pop Game Station.
 Photo by Laura Stone

Nexeda (l) and Randolph Hernandez ordered some tasty carnival food. 
 Photo by Laura Stone

Kayla Hernandez proudly dis-
played her prize to her brother 
Timothy. Photo by Laura Stone

Evelyn Osorio enjoyed her balloon pop prize with her 
friend Michael Leon. Photo by Laura Stone

Bronxites enjoyed a great deal of summertime fun at the Friends of Community Board 11 Carnival on Sunday, August 20 at Bronx Park East’s Trojan Field. The annual carnival 
being held from Tuesday, August 15 to Monday, August 28 features carnival games, mechanical rides, delicious food and weekend matinees. For more information, contact CB 
11 at (718) 892-6262. 

Friends Of Community Board 11 Carnival
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BY SHIVAJI SENGUPTA
BORICUA COLLEGE

In my last article I sug-
gested that those looking for 
a college education and not 
merely a degree should con-
sider going to a college with 
a strong tradition in liberal 
arts education. There used 
to be a time in America when 
liberal arts was the only type 
of education one received in 
college. 

All that has changed now. 
With the ever increase in pop-
ulation, jobs are scarcer than 
before, and colleges are play-
ing catch up with the profes-
sions. The more the varieties 
of professions – and sub-vari-
eties – the more the prolifer-
ation of college degrees that 
sound like jobs.

What should students do? 
Be patient. They should enter 
a four-year bachelor’s degree 
program, and spend the fi rst 
two years in the liberal arts, 
and graduate into the profes-

What is a liberal arts college?
sions. 

But, then, what is liberal 
arts?

You could say, liberal arts 
is studying subjects like Eng-
lish, Math, Literature, His-
tory, Biology, Chemistry and 
so on. These subjects have a 
purpose different from sub-
jects like Business Manage-
ment, Childhood Education, 
and Counseling. If you look 
carefully at the fi rst set of 
subjects I have mentioned, 
they are sort of basic to our 
understanding of life and 
functioning in it. We need 
English (and Spanish) lan-
guage skills to live and work 
in New York. We need com-
putational skills in Math to 
operate our fi nances. It is 
necessary to know at least 
a little bit about the history 
of our country, its achieve-
ments and the mistakes it 
has made, so we learn from 
the past, continue the good 
work and avoid the pit falls. 

And we need basic science 
to know how life works. But 
why liberal arts? What do 
these two words mean?

Well, for one thing they 
do not mean ‘liberal’ and 
‘arts.’ The phrase comes 
from Latin, artis liberalis 
meaning skills or abilities to 
make us free, i.e., not depen-
dent on others for meaning-
ful and successful existence. 
‘Arts’ comes from Latin ‘Ars’ 
meaning ability, not from art 
as we understand the word in 
English.

Whew! A lot of words to 
explain two words. But it was 
necessary (says the professor 
in me!) because the curricu-
lum guiding, liberal arts – 
meaning the ability (or skills) 
to make us free – have also 
changed, preferring subject 
matter to skills, just as I have 
explained before, undergrad-
uate education has changed 
since it did not teach the pro-
fessions even as recently as 

the 1950s. And in the very 
olden days, like in Harvard 
University in the 1640s, they 
taught purely skills, like lan-
guage, math, public speak-
ing, logic, music and devo-
tion to God. The thinking 
then was that if you master 
these skills using your in-
tellect, then you can use the 
same intellect to succeed in 
the professions.

Interestingly, the Harvard 
University approach to Skills 
Education as Liberal Arts has 
begun to come back, as Com-
petency Based Education. 

Boricua College, for ex-
ample, bases its entire cur-
riculum, from the Associ-
ates degree to the Masters 
on intellectual and affective 
skills. Intellectual skills are 
the skills the mind produces 
through thinking coherently, 
logically and critically. We 
need intellectual skills to live 
life, and to succeed in college 
while studying all those sub-

jects mentioned before. 
We also need affective 

skills, i.e., skills that give us 
awareness and control of our 
emotions, makes us think of 
our value systems, both per-
sonal and professional. We 
need them as we study our 
majors because they help us 
to overcome self-doubts and 
apprehensions, but also to 
cope with success when it 
comes to us, by teaching us 
how to constantly check our 
professional actions with our 
value systems. 

These skills are not taught 
like subject-matter. They are 
practiced through writing 
and continuous dialogue, be-
tween professor and  student, 
one on one, and conducting 
learning in small groups so 
that the end-result is libera-
tion of the mind, freedom and 
self-actualization.

True liberal arts makes 
us self-refl ective thinkers. It 
brings us wisdom.

Join the Bronx Jewish 
Center for its next commu-
nity Shabbat dinner at the 
Bronx Jewish Center, 1969 
Haight Avenue, to be held on 
Friday, September 1, starting 
at 7 p.m. 

Bronx Jewish Center community Shabbat dinner
The theme for the evening 

will be Shabbat  in Hawaii.
Yes, Hawaii! All of your fa-
vorite Hawaiian dishes will 
take center stage. 

Enjoy a four-course din-
ner with your fellow neigh-

bors. RSVP to let the center 
know you are coming .Shab-
bot dinners are held the fi rst 
Friday of every month.

“No, it isn’t all about the 
food,” said Rabbi Pewzner 
of the Bronx Jewish Center. 

“What is important is that 
the community joins together 
and welcomes the start of the 
Shabbat . It will be a beauti-
ful time for everyone. Please 
join us. We look foward to 
welcoming you.”

The dinner is free of 
charge, and all are welcome 
to join.

Visit www.BronxJew-
ishCenter.org or offi ce@
bronxjewishcenter.org or call  
(718-) 812-1701.

BY AL D’ANGELO
When does the madness 

stop? Police stand by while peo-
ple loot and destroy property 
because they are told to stand 
down. The result - more violence 
and more bloodshed. All people 
in this great country have the 
right to protest peacefully, we 
do not have to agree with the 
protest but we must defend their 
right to peacefully express their 
views. As soon as a demonstra-
tion turns violent and laws are 
broken arrests should be made; 
police should not have to be by-
standers to enhance a political 
agenda. Appeasement embold-
ens more violence. 

Politicians who use vio-
lent protest to foster their own 
agenda are a disgrace and we 
should make them pay at the 
polls. When does the madness 
stop? Groups on college cam-
puses riot to deny the right of a 
speaker with opposing views to 
speak. Colleges should embrace 
different opinions so students 

can make informed decisions in 
the future. 

The fi rst amendment guar-
antees us freedom of speech; 
any college that impedes that 
right should lose Federal fund-
ing. When does the madness 
stop? Politicians in both parties 
are more interested in party 
politics than what’s good for the 
country. Is there anything they 
agree upon or do they ever give 
credit to the opposing party for 
anything? How does this help 
our country and why do our 
elected offi cials oppose each 
other instead of working to-
gether to help bind our nation? 

A perfect example is our Sen-
ator Jeff Klein, he has formed a 
group of senators called the In-
dependent Democratic Confer-
ence ( IDC) who will work with 
the opposing party to get things 
done. For this effort he is be-
ing attacked because he crosses 
party lines. They would rather 
get nothing done than work 
with the opposition. How does 

that serve the people? 
Thank you senator for work-

ing for your constituents, politi-
cians on both sides should learn 
by your example. Elections are 
no longer about issues but about 
who can throw the most dirt; 
shame on you.  When does the 
madness stop? 

We are now tearing down 
statues of Robert E Lee, a West 
Point graduate, who did not 
own slaves and fought for the 
south because he was in favor of 
states’ rights, not slavery. Sev-
enty-fi ve percent of southerners 
did not own slaves and fought 
for states right over the rights of 
the federal government but slav-
ery was the popular issue. Two 
hundred and sixty thousand 

southern soldiers lost their 
lives and they honor the mem-
ory of their dead and their 
leaders because they were sol-
ders, not because they were 
slave owners. 

Should we tear down the 
statues of every American 
who fought the Indians? How 
about Roman statues? The Ro-
mans enslaved half the world. 
When does the madness stop? 
When do our elected offi cials 
grow a backbone and do what 
they were elected to do, serve 
the people who put them in of-
fi ce instead of serving their 
party or their self-interest. 

It’s time to do what is right 
for the American people and 
not what is politically correct 
for fear of losing your job. It is 
time for the American people 
to become more involved in 
the process of government and 
remove those who give us lip 
service and use race to divide 
us rather than work to bring 
us together.

Coach Mike Berkun and the 
SUNY Maritime Men’s Basket-
ball Team are hosting a unique 
opportunity for boys in grades 
9 through 12.  Sunday Skills 
and Drills provides a 90-min-
ute basketball workout every 
Sunday morning from 9:30  to 
11 a.m.  

This will be a small teaching 
environment where players will 
be put through drills and con-
trolled scrimmages in order to 
maximize learning.  

The first workout will start 
on Sunday, September 17, 
running through Sunday, No-
vember 12.  

Come prepare for your up-
coming season by working 
out like a college basketball 
player.

 Sign up by calling (718) 409-
4841 or emailing mberkun@
sunymaritime.ed.

SUNY Maritime
Basketball Team

opportunity
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Bronx YMCA
Bon Appétit Fundraiser 

�����������	��
�������������
honoring

Gary Axelbank
Rosemary DeLuca

Demetris Giannoulias 
Chairman & CEO, Spring Bank 

Nalini Singh 
Principal at Antonia Pantoja Preparatory Academy

Thursday, September 7, 2017
6:00pm - 9:00pm

Unlimited Food and Wine Tasting 

Bronx YMCA
2 Castle Hill Avenue, Bronx, NY 10473

R.S.V.P.  -  718.789.9736, ext. 209  •  deadams@ymcanyc.org

Ticket Price  -  $100 per person

SPONSORED BY
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Her son feel in love with Siri (so what?)

RHYMES 
WITH CRAZY

Manhattanite Judith 
Newman was at the deli 
counter ordering cold 
cuts with her sons Gus 
and Henry, twins in their 
early teens. One of them 
was hopping up and down, 
announcing to anyone 
and everyone that his fa-
ther would soon be com-
ing home from a trip and 
would land at JFK, then 
take “the A train from 
Howard Beach to West 
Fourth and then change 
to the B or D to Broadway-
Lafayette. He’ll arrive at 
77 Bleecker…” At which 
point, the boy contin-
ued, daddy and mommy 
“will do sex…” And then 
he went back to explain-
ing more about the train 
transfers.

So begins Newman’s 
book, “To Siri with Love,” 
an essay collection about 
raising two boys, one 
with autism, one with-
out. I think you can guess 
which one was hopping 
and announcing the train 
schedule, and which one 
whispered into his ear to 
add that little detail about 
what happens when daddy 
gets home.

Newman writes that 
she is so used to her son 
Gus’ behaviors that she 

barely noticed.
“But in that moment I see 

our family the way the rest 
of the world sees us: The ob-
noxious teenager, pretend-
ing he doesn’t know us; the 
crazy jumping bean, natter-
ing on about the A train; the 
frazzled, fanny-pack-sporting 
mother, now part of an un-
appetizing visual of two an-
cients on a booty call.”

But you probably won’t see 
them that way after reading 
her book. Or, at least not only 
that way. In fact, you might 
grow to love them all.

That’s because Newman 
is a hilarious mom and so 
heartbreakingly honest that 
one chapter is actually a list 
of her traits that she worries 
may have caused her son’s au-
tism – a list she runs through 
her head “usually at 4 am” 
These include, “Because I was 
old…. Because I was fat… Be-
cause I had twins via in vitro 
fertilization…” She looks at 
these risk factors with a gim-
let eye (and the help of some 
experts). And then, “When 
I needed still more ways to 
blame myself, I would read 
about the genes involved.” 
But after she has worked her-
self into a state, “I look at Gus 
the person, not Gus the men-
tal condition and calm the 
hell down.”

What is Gus the person 
like?

Well, the subtitle of the 
book is,“A Mother, Her Au-
tistic Son, and The Kindness 
of Machines.” One machine 
in particular – Siri, Apple’s 
voice-activated virtual assis-
tant – has provided her son 
with a companion that talks 
to him without getting bored 
or testy about the topics Gus 
can’t get enough of, particu-
larly transit and weather pat-
terns. So Gus is, like many 
“ASD” kids (that is, kids on 
the autism spectrum) fo-
cused.

“Every person with ASD 
I’ve ever met loves repetition 
and detail in some form or an-
other,” writes Newman. “If a 
subject is interesting to him, 

there is no such thing as ‘get-
ting tired’ of it.”

Siri doesn’t get tired ei-
ther, making her a great 
companion. But she’s also 
programmed to interact 
somewhat like a human. So 
when Gus asks her, “Will you 
marry me?” she responds, 
“My end-user agreement does 
not include marriage.” And 
Gus deals.

But the fact that he wanted 
to marry Siri sounds like 
pure Gus, because he is in 
love with almost everyone 
who’s kind to him. He talks to 
strangers, he takes his mom’s 
hand when they go for a walk, 
he helps out the doormen in 
his building, buzzing peo-
ple when their food arrives, 
fetching their packages, 
saying hello to everyone. A 
dream job.

But then, a few years back, 
a tenant or tenants got Gus 
“fi red.”

“Whatever the reason,” 
Newman wrote, “Gus’s job 
was no more.”

Newman had to lie to Gus 
and tell him it was a union 
rule. He pouted, but accepted 
it. Then she locked her bed-
room door … and sobbed.

‘‘I was embarrassed,” she 
writes. “Embarrassed that I 
had believed my autistic son 

was actually performing a 
service, when in fact he’d 
been merely tolerated, a 
nuisance. Embarrassed 
that I had the audacity to 
convince myself that he 
was actually in some sort 
of training, that someday 
he would have a job like 
this, that we would be just 
another dude with a job, 
a guy who’d get a million 
hellos.”

How could she even look 
at her neighbors after that? 
I’m not sure how Newman 
managed. But then some 
time passed, Gus started 
hanging out in the lobby 
again, and now he’s back to 
his greeting duties.

“He will never pass as a 
kid who doesn’t have some 
issues,” Newman told me 
in a phone interview. But 
between his devoted par-
ents, his pretend-tough 
brother (who spent all sum-
mer going around the city 
with him), the neighbors 
who are happy to have him 
back in the lobby – and Siri 
– Gus seems very happy.

And hoppy.
Lenore Skenazy is 

founder of Free-Range Kids, 
a contributor to Reason.
com, and author of “Has the 
World Gone Skenazy?”

BY PAUL GOLLUSCIO
Hello all!
First off - reminder, the 

street re-naming in honor of 
fallen Marine, Cpl. Ramona 
Valdez, is still on for Satur-
day, August 26 at 1 p.m. This 
will take place in front of the 
Armed Forces Recruiting 
Center at East Fordham Road 
and Grand Concourse. All 
Marine Corps League mem-
bers are asked to attend as 
well as all other bet organiza-
tions.

Next, some tough news. I 
was informed by Bill Chin, a 
member of the Kim Lau Post in 
Chinatown, that Past National 
Commander Fang Wong has 
been hit with Agent Orange 
and is receiving care at the VA 
Hospital. Even national com-
manders are not immune to 
conditions suffered as a result 
of military service. He was a 
Viet Nam bet. Our thoughts 
and prayers are with him. I’m 
sure the other Legion litera-
tus, Tony Salimbene, will have 

more to say about this, as he 
and Bill Chin serve on Commu-
nity Board 10.

On a brighter note, the 
S.A.L Squadron of 620 is host-
ing a Post BBQ on Labor Day, 
September 4, beginning at 1 

p.m. The usual BBQ fare of 
hamburgers, hot dogs, salads, 
coffee, cake and beer will be in 
attendance. Cost is a minimal 
$20 per person.

Work is being done here at 
the Post to ready an offi ce for 
the Marine Corps League. This 
will be up and running shortly.

Trivia Time!!
Virginia Dare was the fi rst 

English child born in Amer-
ica. Her birthday is August 18, 
1587.

The Morris Park Racetrack 

opened on August 20, 1859. My 
horses are still running.

Hawaii became the 50th 
state on August 21,1959.

My triviologist, Joe Cusi-
mano, met the love of his life, 
Claire, on August 21,1956.

The International Red Cross 
and its fl ag were founded on 
August 22, 1864.

On August 23, 1927, Sacco 
and Vanzetti were executed.  

Keep the troops in your 
prayers, take a vet to lunch and 
God bless.

BY MARY JANE MUSANO
Our next meeting will be 

on Wednesday, September 27 
at 7:30 p.m. at the First Lu-
theran Church.  We have in-
vited the staff from an orga-
nization called Human Scale.  
They are committed to fi ght-
ing overdevelopment.  Lynn 
Ellsworth from Human Scale 
will speak about what they 
have done and plan to do to 
curb tall buildings and over-
development.  She will give 
suggestions about what we 

can do to join them in the 
fi ght for sensible develop-
ment.

We have also invited 
staff from Comptroller Scott 
Stringer’s offi ce.  It is pos-
sible that they can provide 
assistance with the unac-
ceptable situation at 2800 
Bruckner Boulevard.

Made In Puerto Rico, lo-
cated on Tremont Avenue, 
is applying for a new liquor 
license under a new owner.  
They will come before the 

Community Board 10 Eco-
nomic Development Commit-
tee on Tuesday, September 5.  
The meeting will be held at 
7:30 p.m. at the board offi ce.  
The problems at this location 
continue so it is very impor-

tant that all of the neighbors 
surrounding Made In Puerto 
Rico come to the meeting and 
give testimony about what is 
happening at that location.  
We must stand together to 
protect our neighborhood 
against those who disrespect 
us.

Fernandez from Steward 
Re-Development, who claims 
he is the new owner of 2800 
Bruckner Boulevard has 
been asked to come before 
the Economic Development 

Committee to present his 
plans for the building at 2800 
Bruckner Boulevard.  This 
is supposed to take place at 
the committee meeting that 
is being held on September 
5th at the board offi ce.  Fer-
nandez needs to see that our 
entire community is not in 
agreement with the plans he 
has presented so far.  Please 
attend this meeting and voice 
your concerns.  Show him 
that we are ‘Throggs Neck 
Strong’!



BRONX TIMES REPORTER, AUGUST 25-31, 201744    BTR

LEGAL NOTICE

LEGAL NOTICE

LEGAL NOTICE

LEGAL NOTICE

LEGAL NOTICE

LEGAL NOTICE

LEGAL NOTICE

LEGAL NOTICE

LEGAL NOTICE

LEGAL NOTICE

LEGAL NOTICE

To Place Your Ad
Call 718-260-4595LEGAL NOTICES



BRONX TIMES REPORTER, AUGUST 25-31, 2017 45  BTR

The Bronx Chamber of Commerce hosted its SummerFest Meet Up Membership Mixer on 
Thursday, August 10 at the Residence Inn by Marriott.

CHAMBER HOSTS SUMMERFEST MIXER

Havana Cafe’s Genessis Almante served guests some delicious treats. Photo by Laura Stone

McDermott’s Pub managers Dee Morales (l) and Kim Pop provided guests with some of their 
establishment’s savory meals. Photo by Laura Stone

(l-r) Nunzio Del Greco, Bronx Chamber president; Sashee Rivera, Bronx Chamber adminis-
trative assistant and Membership director; Bronx Chamber of Commerce, Richard Joseph 
of AFLAC; Tatiana Nistreanu, Tatiana Day Spa owner and founder; Lanier Thomas, Bronx 
Chamber Business Development coordinator and Phil Cardone, Bronx Chamber Grants and 
Events director. Photo by Laura Stone

(l-r) John Sanchez, Community Board 6 district manager; Matthew Bliss; Hillary Swiggett; 
principal Summer Schneider; Yvonne Guillon; Jared Parker and Someera Khokhan. 
 Photo by Ray Maldonado

Legacy College Prep Charter School celebrated its grand opening on Tuesday, August 15 at 
416 Willis Avenue. The new charter school will have its fi rst class of sixth graders and will 
eventually expand to a high school.

LEGACY COLLEGE PREP CHARTER SCHOOL OPENS

(l-r) Robyne Walker Murphy, lead artist Joiri Minaya; youth artist Sarah Shahata, Senator 
Rivera; Council Speaker Mark-Viverito, Councilman Torres, Project Renewal CEO Mitchell Net-
burn and NYC DHS admistrator Joslyn Carter with Project Renewal residents. 
 Photo by Aracelis Batista

Project Renewal unveiled a new mural in the courtyard of its Marsha’s House homeless shel-
ter at 480 E. 185th Street on Thursday, August 17. The mural, created by Groundswell artists, 
honors the late LGBTQ activist and shelter’s namesake Marsha P. Johnson.

MARSHA JOHNSON MURAL UNVEILED

P.S. 85 campers had a great time celebrating summer. Photo by Tony Clomax

More 1,000 campers from the NYC Mission Society’s Summer Power Academy program, ran, 
jumped and skipped their way through the annual Olympic Day on Tuesday, August 8 at Van 
Cortlandt Park.

NYC MISSION SOCIETY’S SUMMER FUN
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(Left) Community activist Laura Santiago addressed the signifi cance of the day’s event. 
 Photo by Miriam Quin

Children and their families enjoyed a fun-fi lled Sunday afternoon at this year’s inaugural 
Take Back Your Park at Bufano Park on Sunday, August 20. The event was organized in 
response to a failed attempted child abduction at the park on Tuesday, July 18. The family 
friendly celebration featured such activities as jacks, drawing, hula hoops, double-dutch, 
freeze tag and potato sack races while raising community awareness. Clean-up for the 
event was provided by Partnerships for Parks and Community on Patrol.

TAKE BACK YOUR PARK TAKE BACK YOUR PARK 
AT BUFANO PARKAT BUFANO PARK

(l-r) Take Back Your Park organizers Maria Rosario and Sonia Colon-Guilfuchi with her son 
Dante and her husband Danny celebrated togetherness at Bufano Park. 
 Photo by Miriam Quin

Matt Cruz (l), Community Board 10 district manager and Bob Bieder, 45th Precinct 
Community Council president met Sonia Colon-Guilfuchi, Survivor I Am founder, at 
the celebration. Photo by Miriam Quin

(l-r) Assemblyman Michael Benedetto; George Luis Acevedo, ACE Promotions and 
Consultants president and Sonia Colon-Guilfuchi enjoyed a nice Sunday afternoon at 
the park. Photo by Miriam Quin

Noah Santiago stayed cool while dancing under 
the sprinklers. Photo by Miriam Quin Alana Austin gave hula hooping a spin at Bufano Park’s Take 

Back Your Park Celebration. Photo by Miriam Quin

McKayla proudly displayed her face 
paint design. Photo by Miriam Quin
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(l-r) Maga Quinones, Francesca Balvati and Joeanne Salvati 
enjoyed some free pizza. Photo by Walter Pofeldt

BX Sports at 2181 White Plains Road celebrated its 20th an-
niversary on Sunday, August 20 with free pizza, music and 
sports-themed giveaways.

BX SPORTS 20TH ANNIVERSARY

Over 600 people of all ages enjoyed competing in the Young 
Kings and Queens Chess Club’s chess tournament on Satur-
day, August 12 for the Edenwald Day’s 50th anniversary at the 
Edenwald Houses.

EDENWALD DAY
CHESS TOURNAMENT

Children of all ages were fully engaged in the strategic sport.
 Photo courtesy of Romeo Davis

The fi lm crew behind ‘Mr. Robot’ helped set up equipment at Irving’s Auto Square. Photo by Walter Pofeldt

A scene for USA Network’s hit psychological thriller series ‘Mr. Robot’ was fi lmed at Irving’s Auto Square on 140 Pennyfi eld 
Avenue on Thursday, August 17. The third season of ‘Mr. Robot’ will premiere on Wednesday, October 11 on USA. For more 
information, visit www.usanetwork.com/mrrobot.

‘MR. ROBOT’ FILMS AT IRVING’S AUTO SQUARE

Listing agent Annette Triano and her husband Jim, project manager, in front of the pool and one of the units for sale at 
the On The Sound condominiums. Photo by Ray Maldonado

Greystone Development hosted an open house for On the Sound, a newly constructed waterfront residential development and 
fi rst large-scale condo development in City Island in more than 15 years, on Thursday, August 17 at 226 Fordham Place.

ON THE SOUND’S OPEN HOUSE CELEBRATION

(l-r) Candidates John Cerini and John Doyle with mayoral candidate Sal Albanese and SECA’s Al Carena, president; candi-
date Marjorie Velazquez, SECA’s Fran Arico and Barbara Fleming with candidate Mark Gjonaj. Photo by Aracelis Batista

The Spencer Estate Civic Association hosted a 13th Council District Candidates Forum on Wednesday, August 16 at the 
Knights of Columbus on 3243 Ampere Avenue. Republican candidate John Cerini and Democratic candidates John Doyle, 
Assemblyman Mark Gjonaj and Marjorie Velazquez discussed their platforms and issues impacting the community.  Demo-
cratic candidate Egidio Sementilli was not present at the event.

SPENCER ESTATE CIVIC HOSTS COUNCIL FORUM
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The American Cancer Society and Bronx-
ites were tickled pink celebrating the 
Making Strides of the Bronx Kickoff on 
Tuesday, August 15 inside the Bay Plaza 
Mall Food Court. Attendees had the op-
portunity to meet team leaders, pick 
up useful Making Strides resources and 
learned how others are helping to save 
more lives from breast cancer.

Making Strides Of The 
Bronx’ Kickoff Celebration

(l-r) North Central Bronx Hospital’s Gloria Bent, Senator Jamaal Bailey and American 
Cancer Society’s Esmie Fraser and Kelly Mora joined many Bronxites at the annual kick-
off event. Photo by Edwin Soto

(l-r) Donna Joseph, Alpha Kappa Alpha Sorority, Inc. vice president; Kelly Mora, Ameri-
can Cancer Society operations coordinator and Tricia Griffi th raised awareness and 
spirits. Photo by Edwin Soto

(l-r) North Central Bronx Hospital’s Mary McCloud; Gloria Bent; Christina Figueroa; 
Christina Conteras, deputy executive director and Shashana Springer enjoyed this 
year’s celebration. Photo by Edwin Soto

Carol Dowdell was tickled pink at the celebration. Photo by Edwin Soto

Senator Bailey with United Federation of Teachers’ Chris-
tine Butler (back, r) and Joanna Beltran. 
 Photo by Edwin Soto

Desiree Berenguer Carton (l), American Cancer Soci-
ety director of communications with Marlene Medina, 
American Cancer Society’s Greater NYC Area senior 
community manager. Photo by Edwin Soto
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SIRECI 
Family Dental
Your Neighborhood Dentist Since 1983

C A R I N G    A F F O R D A B L E    P A I N L E S S

FREE 
CONSULTATIONS

COME VISIT US 
IN OUR NEW 

MODERN OFFICE

2861 BRUCKNER BLVD.  |  718-829-0455

GENERAL DENTISTRY  

SPECIALTY CARE

Upcoming Wave Hill events, programs and highlights
Saturday, September 2; 

Sunday, September 3: Fam-
ily Art Project: Painting Out-
doors with Eliza, Susie and 
Harriet: Follow the adventur-
ous, passionate spirit of trail-
blazing Hudson River School 
painters Elizabeth Gilbert 
Jerome, Susie M. Barstow 
and Harriet Cany Peale. Hear 
stories about their intrepid 
pursuit of painting nature. 
Then relish the last days of 
summer in the annual out-
door painting project, using 
watercolor paint and pencils 
to translate what you see into 
shapes, tones and marks of 
light. Free, and admission 
to the grounds is free until 
noon. 

Saturday, September 2; 
Sunday, September 3:  Gar-
den Highlights Walk

Join a Wave Hill Garden 
Guide for an hour-long tour of 

seasonal garden highlights. 
Free, and admission to the 
grounds is free until noon.

Saturday, September 2: 
Family Garden Walk: Visit 
favorite, family-friendly lo-
cations in the gardens on a 
walk with a Wave Hill Gar-
den Guide. Children ages six 
and older welcome with an 
adult. Free, and admission 
to the grounds is free until 
noon.

Monday, September 4; 
Tuesday, September 5: Gar-
den Highlights Walk: Join a 
Wave Hill Garden Guide for 
an hour-long tour of seasonal 
garden highlights on this hol-
iday Monday. Free with ad-
mission to the grounds.

Wave Hill, a public gar-
den and cultural center, is lo-
cated at 675 W. 252nd Street. 
For further information call  
(718) 549-3200 ext. 232. Wave Hill Family Art Project Painting Outdoors with Eliza, Susie and Harriet.                Photo courtesy of Joshua Bright

POT of GOLD
Sherbee Antiques is a family-owned business that has been 

serving the tri-state area for over 60 years. 
We buy from the full contents of homes and estates 

to single items. We specialize in high-end goods such as 
antiques, art, fi ne porcelain, lighting, bronzes and sculptures. 

We have particular interest in fi ne jewelry, timepieces, 
diamonds, gold and silver. 

If you call we will come to you, free of charge, and evaluate 
what you are selling. We know the value of your possessions 
and are willing to pay top dollar on the spot. Please feel free 
to call seven days a week for a free same day consultation.

You may be sitting on a large fortune. 
Call Sherbee Antiques. They’ll tell you how much.

CALL TODAY 917-748-7622 OR 718-762-7448 
You’ll be glad you did.

Sherbee  Antiques
Est. 1940
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We’ll help take the mystery 
out of cremation.

Family Owned & Operated for over 60 years

Straus Brothers buy into Macy’s in 1895

Nathan Straus, January 31, 1848 - January 11, 1931.

It seems like every other 
person I spoke to this week 
had questions about Macy’s 
Department Stores. I’ll try 
to answer them all in this 
one column starting in 1837 
when R. H. Macy got home 
from his four year whaling 
adventure aboard the Emily 
Morgen.

Before going out to sea, 
Macy worked part-time at 
the local dry goods store. Be-
sides whaling, it was his only 
other working experience so 
he decided to try going into 
business for himself.  

He opened his first dry 
goods store on Merrimack 
Street in Haverhill, Massa-
chusetts priding himself on 
his low prices. He expanded 
his operations but the ven-
ture eventually failed and he 
went bankrupt.

Rather than give up on 
retailing, he moved to New 
York City and began opera-
tions anew on October 28, 
1858 on Sixth Avenue be-
tween 13th and 14th streets 
which was far uptown at the 
time. 

Attracting customers 
that far north was his big-
gest problem thus he started 
advertising and attracting 
attention to his store in di-
verse ways encouraging 
shoppers to take advantage 
of his low prices any way he 
could. Before long he was 
expanding throughout the 
building making a name for 
himself in New York. 

His store sales kept in-
creasing until he eventually 
ran out of space to expand 
in the Sixth Avenue location 
and it was then, in 1902, that 
he opened another shop fur-
ther uptown. 

This would become his 
flagship (appropriate term 
for a former seaman) store at 
34th Street and Broadway. 

He had used parades in 
the past to attract customers 
so it was not surprising that 

Macy’s established their an-
nual Thanksgiving Parade 
in 1924.  Years later they 
would add an Independence 
Day fireworks display.  

Bronxites will be inter-
ested in knowing that Macy’s 
Parkchester store opened in 
1941 and now, of course, the 
chain has sprouted up out-
lets throughout the country. 

The Herald Square store, 
by the way, was declared a 
National Historic Landmark 
in 1978. I believe they still 
have a working wood escala-
tor in that store.  

 The Straus brothers, 
Isidor and Nathan, had been 
running their fine china 
franchise very successfully 
at Macy’s for years so when 
they were afforded the op-
portunity to buy into the 
store in 1895, they did not 
hesitate. 

Eventually they would be-
come the principal owners.  

Since the turbulent 1980s, 
Macy’s has undergone nu-
merous other buy-outs, 

mergers and the like and R. 
H. Macy would be astounded 
at the over 800 outlets cur-
rently bearing his name and 
star logo.

REPRINTED FROM 1-19-12
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Kwansei Gakiun University professor Lei-Mei Chen (l) spoke with students. 
 Photo courtesy of Montefi ore Health System

A delegation from Adelphi University School of Social Work and Kwansei University in Japan joined 
Alissa Mallow, Montefi ore Medical Group director, and her team of social workers on Monday, August 7 
at Montefi ore’s Comprehensive Family Care Center. Montefi ore social workers demonstrated how they 
integrate social work into primary care for the Kwansei students, many of whom were visiting the U.S. 
for the fi rst time and eager to learn how social work can support underserved communities.

MONTE’S INTERNATIONAL KNOWLEDGE EXCHANGE

Disney princess Belle (l) and queen Elsa (r) spent some quality time with Yaha 
Fofana. Photo by Miriam Quin

Belle and Elsa, two of Disney’s most popular characters, paid a surprise visit to 
Bronx children undergoing their back to school physicals at St. Barnabas Hos-
pital on Friday, August 18. The event was made possible by A Moment of Magic 
Foundation, an organization in which college-age students volunteer at hospitals 
dressed as some of the world’s most popular character.

DISNEY ROYALTY VISITS ST. BARNABAS PATIENTS

Transportation services 
provided for seniors

Do you need help getting to and from your medical ap-
pointments?  Transportation services are available to se-
niors Monday through Friday, 8 a.m. to 4 p.m., in commu-
nity boards 9, 10, 11 and 12.

  • Door-to-door service for all medical appointments
• Courteous, professional drivers
• Clean vehicles
• Handicap accessibility, including wheelchair lifts 
For further information, call Mildred Cardona, pro-

gram director of the R.A.I.N. Transportation Program at 
(718) 882-8513.  

Tips relating to hearing loss by Healthy Seniors CliCC
Are you having trouble 

hearing people when they 
talk to you in person or on 
the telephone?  Do you fi nd 
yourself asking people to re-
peat what they said?  If you 
answered yes to either of 
these questions, you may be 
experiencing hearing loss.  
As people get older, they ex-
perience age-related hearing 
loss known as presbycusis.*

Symptoms:  Hearing loss 
occurs slowly over time.  
Speak to your health care 
provider if you have any of 

these symptoms.
• Diffi culty hearing people 

around you
• Frequently asking peo-

ple to repeat themselves
• Diffi culty hearing in 

noisy areas
• Ringing in the ears
Causes:  Most hearing loss 

occurs when the tiny hair 
cells in your ear are dam-
aged or die.  The hair cells do 
not regrow.  

• Family history
• Repeated exposure to 

loud noises 
• Diabetes
• Smoking
• Medications
When to Contact Your 

Health Care Provider: 
For any of the symptoms 

listed below associated with 
a ‘sudden’ change in hearing, 
contact your health care pro-
vider immediately:

• Headache
• Dizziness
• Changes in vision
Exams and Tests:  Your 

health care providers should 
complete a full physical exam 
to see if any medical problem 
is causing your hearing loss.  
An otoscope will be used to 
look in your ears.  You may 
be sent to a specialist (audiol-
ogist) so hearing tests can be 
completed to determine hear-
ing loss.

Treatment:  There is no 
cure for age-related hearing 
loss.  However, devices such 
as hearing aids and telephone 
amplifi ers can assist with im-

proving everyday function.
*Hearing loss should be 

checked as soon as possible.  
This will help to diagnose the 
problem and rule out causes 

*MedlinePlus. (2016). Age-
related hearing loss. Re-
trieved from https://medline-
plus.gov/ency/article/001045.
htm 

Co-sponsored by the 
Hartford Institute for Geri-
atric Nursing at NYU and 
R.A.I.N.

As a service to his constit-
uents, Assemblyman Michael 
R. Benedetto will be sponsor-
ing an AARP Driver Safety 
course on Saturday, Septem-
ber 23, from 9 a.m. to 3 p.m.. 
The course is held at Fort 
Schuyler House, 3077 Cross 
Bronx Expressway.

Space is limited.  Regis-

Benedetto sponsors AARP 
Driver Safety Program

tration for this class begins 
on Monday, September 28,  at  
9:30 a.m.  No reservations will 
be taken prior to that time.

To reserve a seat, ca;; As-
semblyman Benedetto’s of-
fi ce at (718) 892-2235. The cost 
is $20 for AARP members and 
$25 for non-members. 

This 6-hour course will re-

fresh your driving knowledge 
with a review of time-tested 
safe driving tips.  Those who 
complete the course will re-
ceive a reduction of approxi-
mately 10 percent from the 
base rate of automobile and 
motorcycle liability pre-
miums each year for three 
years.
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ANTIQUES & ESTATE BUYERS

ANTIQUE & ESTATE BUYERS
We buy anything old. One piece or house full. 

WILL TRAVEL. HOUSE CALLS.

ANTIQUE & ESTATE BUYERS
We buy anything old. One piece or house full. 

WILL TRAVEL. HOUSE CALLS.
WILL TRAVEL

ENTIRE
TRI-STATE!

FREE
Estimates!

We Pay $CASH$ For 
Paintings, Clocks, Watches, 
Estate Jewelry & Fine China, 

From Single Items 
to Entire Estates!
Coin & Stamp Collections

Costume Jewelry
Antique Furniture  Lamps
Bronzes  Paintings  Prints

Chinese & Japanese 
Artwork & Porcelain

Sports Collectibles 
Comic Books  Old Toys  Records
Cameras  Sterling Flatware Sets

HUMMELS & LLADROS

ANTIQUES & ESTATE BUYERS

TOP $ PAID
FOR JUDAICA
COLLECTIBLES

HOUSE
CALLS

MOVING orDOWNSIZING?CALL
US!

Top $ Paid
for Antique

Sterling!

Military
Collections

Wanted
Swords,
Knives,

Helmets, etc.

SEE OUR AD IN THE SUNDAY POST

WILL TRAVEL. WE MAKE HOUSE CALLS.
173 N. WELLWOOD AVENUE, LINDENHURST, N.Y.

SAME DAY  
SERVICE  

AVAILABLE

HOUSE 
CALLS

SERVING BRONX 
AND THE ENTIRE  
TRI-STATE AREA

516-974-6528516-974-6528
ASK FOR CHRISTOPHER
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PUBLIC NOTICE:
“T-Mobile Northeast, LLC (T-Mobile)

is proposing to install roof-top wireless 
telecommunications antennas on a build-
ing that reaches an overall height of 75 
feet above ground level at 2198 Cruger 
Avenue, Bronx, Bronx County, New York 
10462.

Public comments regarding potential
effects from the site on historic proper-
ties may be submitted within 30 days 
from the date of this publication to: Jo-
seph Schuchman, E2PM, 87 Hibernia
Avenue, Rockaway, NJ 07866, by email
to: joseph.schuchman@e2pm.com, or 
phone: (973) 299-5200. Please refer to 
E2PM Tracking Number P-17-25-08.”
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BRIDAL FASHION
BRIDAL CENTER
7233 Amboy Road, Staten Island, (718) 227-8647
www.alwaysabridesmaidboutique.com

BRIDAL STYLES BOUTIQUE
905 Ave. U, Brooklyn, (718) 339–3222
www.bridalstylesboutique.com

MONEY SAVER SHOES INC.
Specializing Wide Widths, Dyeable & Evening Shoes
2098 Flatbush Ave., Brooklyn, (718) 258-0171

ULTIMATE FASHIONS
4255 Amboy Rd, SI, NY 10308  (718) 605-3274
316 Woodbridge Center Drive, Woodbridge, NJ 07095
(732) 750-1174, ultfash@optonline.net  
Staten Island Mall
Lower Level, Macy’s Wing Staten Island New York 10314 
(718) 370-2984, www.ultfash.com

TUXEDOS
TUXEDO WORLD OF STATEN ISLAND
2791 Richmond Ave #6, SI, NY 10314
(718) 698-4859, www.tuxedoworldsi.com

CATERING & VENUES
ADRIA HOTEL & CONFERENCE CENTER
221-17 Northern Boulevard, Bayside, NY 11361
(718) 631-5900, www.adriahotelny.com

ATLAS STEAKHOUSE
943 Coney Island Avenue, off  18th Ave., Brooklyn, NY
(646) 494-7227, www.AtlasSteak.com

BAY RIDGE MANOR
476 76th St., Brooklyn, (718) 748-8855
www.bayridgemanor.com

BAYSIDE HISTORICAL SOCIETY
208 Totten Ave - Fort Totten, Bayside, NY 11359, 
(718) 352-1548, www.baysidehistorical.org/rentals.html

BUCKLEY’S
2926 Ave. S, Brooklyn
(718) 998-4222, www.buckleyscaterers.com

DYKER BEACH GOLF COURSE
86th Street and 7th Avenue, Brooklyn, NY 11228
(718) 836–9722 x 1 or privateeventdirector@
dykerbeachgc
www.dykerbeachgc.com

EDIBLE ARRANGEMENTS
133-22 Springfi eld Blvd. (718) 528-3344
158-18 Cross Bay Blvd. (718) 848-3344
1357 Fulton St. (718) 622-3344
1557 Ralph Ave. (718) 451-3344
www.ediblearrangements.com/stores/StoreLocator.aspx

GLEN TERRACE
5313 Ave. N, Brooklyn (718) 252-4614

GRAND OAKS COUNTRY CLUB
200 Huguenot Ave., Staten Island
(718) 356–2771, www.grandoaksnyc.com

GRAND PROSPECT HALL
263 Prospect Ave., Brooklyn (718) 788-0777
www.grandprospecthall.com

GREENHOUSE CAFE
7717 Third Ave., Brooklyn (718) 833-8200
www.greenhousecafe.com

IL FORNETTO
2902 Emmons Ave. in Brooklyn, (718) 332-8494
www.ilFornettoRestaurant.com

ISLAND CHATEAU
900 West Fingerboard Rd, Staten Island, NY 10305
(718) 447-5882, IslandChateau.com

KENNEDY’S BREEZY POINT
406 Bayside, Rockaway Point, NY 11697
(718) 945-0202, www.kennedysbreezypoint.com

MARBELLA RESTAURANT
220-33 Northern Blvd., Bayside, NY 11361
(718) 423-0100, www.marbella-restaurant.com

NICK’S LOBSTER HOUSE
2777 Flatbush Ave, Brooklyn, NY 11234, (718) 253-7117

PARADISE CATERING HALL
51 Avenue U, Brooklyn, NY 11223
(718) 372-4352, www.theparadisecateringhall.com

THE PEARL ROOM
8518 - 3rd Avenue, Brooklyn, NY 11209
(718) 833-6666, www.pearlroombklyn.com

PELHAM BAY & SPLIT ROCK GOLF COURSE
870 Shore Road, Bronx, NY 10464, (718) 885-1258 x224 or  
privateeventdirector@pelhamsplitrock
http://www.pelhamsplitrock.com

QUEENS BOTANICAL GARDEN
43-50 Main St, Flushing, NY 11355 (718) 886-3800 x201
www.queensbotanical.org/weddingsandevents

SCHNITZEL HAUS
7319 5th Avenue, Bay Ridge, NY 11029
(718) 836-5600, www.schnitzelhausny.com

SIRICO’S CATERERS
8015-23 13th Ave., Brooklyn, (718) 331-2900,
www.siricoscaterers.net

TERRACE ON THE PARK
52-11 111 Street, Flushing, NY 11368, (718) 592-5000,
www.terraceonthepark.com

THE VANDERBILT AT SOUTH BEACH
300 Father Capodanno Blvd., Staten Island
(718) 447-0800, www.vanderbiltsouthbeach.com

LODGING
ADRIA HOTEL AND CONFERENCE CENTER
221-17 Northern Boulevard, Bayside, NY 11361
www.adriahotelny.com, (800) 272-3742

ENTERTAINMENT
AMAZING BOTTLE DANCERS
(800) 716-0556, pasproductions@yahoo.com 
www.bottledancers.com

E-SQUARED PRODUCTIONS/
360 ENTERTAINMENT
4308 Richmond Ave. in Staten Island or 1665 Bath Ave. in 
Brooklyn, (718) 227–3235, www.e2dj.com

FAVORS & INVITATIONS
UNFORGETTABLE EVENTS
2049 Flatbush Ave in Brooklyn, (718) 377-4535,

FLORISTS
FLORAL FANTASY
3031 Quentin Rd. in Brooklyn, (718) 998-7060 or
(800) 566–8380, www.fl oralfantasyny.com

HENRY’S FLORIST
8103 Fifth Ave. in Brooklyn, (800) 543-6797 or 
(718) 238–3838, www.henrysfl oristweddingevents.com

MARINE FLORIST AND DECORATORS
1995 Flatbush Ave. in Brooklyn, (800) 447-6730 or 
(718) 338-3600, www.marinefl orists.com

JEWELRY
BENNY’S JEWELRY
89-02 165th Street, Suite B-1, Jamaica, NY 11432
(718) 526-4613, www.bennyny.com

BOBBY’S JEWELERS DIAMOND SPECIALIST
514 - 81 Street, Brooklyn, NY, 11209
(718) 745-1725

LIMOUSINE SERVICES
MILA LIMOUSINE CORPORATION
(718) 232-8973, www.milalimo.com

ROMANTIQUE/DOUBLE DIAMOND 
LIMOUSINES
1421-86 Street, Brooklyn (718) 351-7273
2041-Hylan Blvd., Staten island (718) 351-7273
www.rddlimos.com

SERGI’S PARTY LIMO
171-15A Northern Blvd, Queens, NY 11358
(718) 353-5466, (212) 682-4040, (516) 489-4040
Toll Free: (888) 546-6134, (888) limo-134
Fax: (718) 353-5499, info@sergislimo.com
www.sergislimo.com

VIP LIMOS SVC
(516) 488-LIMO(5466), www.viplimosvc.com

PHOTOGRAPHY & VIDEO
FANTASY PHOTOGRAPHY
3031 Quentin Rd., Brooklyn (718) 998-0949
www.fantasyphotographyandvideo.com

GLAMOUR ME PHOTO & VIDEO
104-12 111th St., South Richmond Hill, (888) 400-2738 or 
(718) 504–1970, www.glamourmestudio.com

ONE FINE DAY PHOTOGRAPHERS
459 Pacifi c St., Massapequa Park (516) 690–1320
www.onefi nedayphotographers.com

SALONS
AF BENNETT SALON
350 New Dorp Lane, Staten Island NY 10306
(718) 979-9000 www.afbennett.com

PILO ARTS SALON
8412 3 Ave, Brooklyn (718) 748–7411  www.piloarts.com

SERVICES
JOSEPH LICHTER, D.D.S.
1420 Ave. P in Brooklyn, (718) 339-7878,
www.josephlichterdds.com

OMNI DENTAL CARE
313 Kings Hwy. in Brooklyn, (718) 376-8656
www.omnidentalcare.com

THE VEIN CENTER OF THE VASCULAR 
INSTITUTE OF NY
Dr. Natalie Marks
960 - 50 Street, Brooklyn, NY 11219  (718) 438-0067
www.vascularnyc.com

TRAVEL
JO-LYN TRAVEL AGENCY
7505-15th Avenue, Brooklyn, NY 11219
(718) 232-3139, jolyntravel@aol.com

WEDDING EXPOS
BOSCO’S WEDDING EXPO
www.cl.boscoweddings.com

BRIDAL AFFAIR
(718) 317–9701, www.bridalaff air.com

GREAT BRIDAL EXTRAVAGANZA
North Babylon, NY 11703, 631-667-EXPO (3976)
www.greatbridalextravaganza.com

TO BE INCLUDED IN THIS DIRECTORY CALL (718) 260–2500



BRONX TIMES REPORTER, AUGUST 25-31, 201762    BTR

k

LEGAL NOTICE

LEGAL NOTICELEGAL NOTICE

LEGAL NOTICE

LEGAL NOTICE

To Place Your Ad
Call 718-260-4595LEGAL NOTICES



BRONX TIMES REPORTER, AUGUST 25-31, 2017 63  BTR

A security guard watches over the Hall of Fame of Great Americans on the Bronx Community 
College Campus, where two Confederate general busts have been removed. Arthur Cusano

cation is especially galling,” Diaz said. 
“There is nothing great about two men 
who committed treason against the 
United States to fi ght to keep the institu-
tion of slavery intact.”

Mayor de Blasio announced the city 
will conduct a 90-day review of what 
he called symbols of hate in New York 
City.

But not everyone applauded the 
move. 

Prominent Bronx Historian Lloyd 
Ultan said the move is misguided, since 
the generals were nominated due to 
their military achievements, not their 
loyalty to the Confederacy. The hall is 
the ideal place for such fi gures, he ar-
gued.

“They were chosen by people from 
every state in the union, and they were 
chosen because of their military contri-
butions to strategy and tactics that are 
studied even today,” Ultan said. “Both 
Lee and Jackson are in the section hon-
oring people in the military. In fact, 
Lee’s bust is right next to the bust of 
(Union general) Ulysses S. Grant.”

The hall is an inclusive entity, he 
added, and contains Americans of all 
races and ethnicities, including several 
African-American and Jewish Ameri-
can inductees.

Adding to their historic nature, Ul-
tan added, is the fact that the busts were 
created by two of the most prominent 
sculptors of their day, Bryant Baker 
(Jackson) and George T. Brewster (Lee).

The fi rst hall of fame in the nation, 

From page 1

Confederacy busts removed; rebel generals’ vanquished by Gov. Cuomo
the Hall of Fame of Great Americans 
dates back to 1900, when it was built 
on what was then the Bronx campus of 
New York University. 

The 630-foot long open-air colonnade 
was designed by architect Stanford 
White, who also designed the adjacent 
library building long considered one 
of the most iconic buildings in the bor-
ough.  

The 98 individuals enshrined in the 
hall, including the two removed, were 
voted upon by a group of peers in their 
fi eld from across the country.

 The competition was fi erce – news-
papers and interest groups lobbied hard 
for candidates. 

One such group, The United Daugh-
ters of the Confederacy, was responsible 
for the induction of General Jackson in 
1955.

Unfortunately, due to legal battles 
over who actually owns the hall and 
oversees inductions and a lack of fund-
ing, the hall had gone untouched save 
occasional maintenance since 1973 un-
til the recent removals. 

The last four inductees: Supreme 
Court Justice Louis Brandeis; Ameri-
can Red Cross founder Clara Barton; 
agricultural scientist Luther Burbank 
and steel magnate and philanthropist 
Andrew Carnegie, have yet to have 
their bronze bust sculpted and added to 
the hall.

No announcement has been made 
on the fate of the two empty pillars that 
remain where Lee and Jackson busts 
once stood, or where the removed busts 

would be sent.
The removals also sparked ques-

tions over access to the public campus 
by members of the media. 

J. B. Nicholas, a freelance reporter 
for the news website Gothamist, was 
arrested for trespassing after refusing 
to leave the campus after he was ap-
proached by security while interview-
ing students about the bust controversy. 
He plans to fi ght the charges.

Bronx Community College is over-
seen by City University of NY, a public, 
taxpayer-funded university system.  

On Tuesday, August 22, this reporter 
walked onto campus and proceeded to 
the hall and began taking photos. 

A security guard standing in the 
hall asked if I was a media member. 

When I confi rmed that I was, I was told 
media were not allowed and ordered to 
leave the campus.

Bronx Community College legal 
counsel and deputy to college president 
Karla Renee said she would look into 
the incident. 

“I have been in regular contact with 
the Chief of Public Safety and reporters 
are being allowed on campus to fi lm and 
photograph the Hall,” she said in a state-
ment. “I’m not sure why you would have 
been approached and asked to leave, but 
I am reaching out to Public Safety now 
to inquire further. I apologize for the 
confusion.”

Calls to Diaz for comment on the me-
dia-related incidents were not returned 
by press time.

She said she didn’t know if she in-
tended on becoming a resident of the 
Bronx after college, that she was in the 
borough on a three-month fellowship 
with $4,500 in expenses paid by Oberlin 
College and that she was asked to fi le 
the challenge, according to the court 
transcript.

She also testifi ed that she voted in 
Ohio in 2016, according to the court re-
cords. 

She stated in the transcript that she 
resided at 1816 Radcliff Avenue, apart-
ment 3B when she only fi led challenges 
against two Latino candidates: Alex 
Gomez and Ortiz’s petition signatures. 

Ortiz, Gomez: Valesquez’ tactics make her unfi t to run for offi ce
From page 1

Posting under ‘Becca Chant’ on Fa-
cebook on Monday, June 5, she called on 
social media friends in New York City 
to sign petitions to put Velazquez on the 
ballot.

Ortiz also provided the Bronx Times 
with documents that appear to be peti-
tion signatures that apparently were 
gathered by Chant. 

Ortiz said he is going to help fellow 
Latino candidate Gomez continue his 
fi ght to get back on the ballot too, going 
so far as to attend a hearing at the NYC 
Board of Elections with him on Tues-
day, August 22. 

They also protested together outside 
of Velazquez’s Westchester Square cam-

paign offi ce.
“I support my brother Alex Gomez 

and request that he be placed back on 
the ballot and allow voters of the 13th 
Council District to choose fairly their 
next councilmember on Tuesday, Sep-
tember 12,” said Ortiz.

Gomez said that he would be back at 
another hearing on Tuesday, August 29 
as the board continues looking into the 
matter. 

“(Velazquez) conspired to throw 
off her fellow Latino candidates from 
the Democratic ballot at all cost,” said 
Gomez, adding that she should with-
draw her name from the ballot and 
apologize to her fellow candidates in the 

name of Latino unity. 
Ortiz is requesting that an investiga-

tion be opened into the Velazquez’s role 
in this matter. 

A spokesman for Velazquez, Jon 
Greenfi eld, of Red Horse Strategies, 
her communications manager, in an e-
mailed statement, denied the two men’s 
claims. 

He claimed her two Latino opponents 
were attempting to “paint her as having 
less Hispanic heritage than them.”

Despite his court victory, Ortiz said 
he lost three valuable weeks of cam-
paigning and had to expend signifi -
cant fi nancial resources during his le-
gal challenge, he said. 

Marjorie [Velazquez] should 
resign from the ballot and 

apologize to her fellow 
Latino candidates and the 

constituents of the 13th 
Council District.

Alex Gomez

It is a victory for me. It is 
more of a victory for the 
people of the 13th Council 

District.
Victor Ortiz

On being reinstated on the ballot in 
the Tuesday, September 12 Democratic 

primary
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