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Soundview NYC Ferry plan moves forward
BY ARTHUR CUSANO

A NYC Ferry route from 
Soundview to Manhattan 
sometime next year is moving 
forward, as plans for the route 
and a required dock at Clason 
Point have been submitted by 
the city. 

Plans were submitted to 
the Army Corps of Engineers 
earlier this month by the NYC 
Economic Development Cor-
poration. 

The application lists a total 
of six stops to be added. The 
others include three in Man-
hattan and two in Brooklyn.  

The route of the Soundview 
ferry has been altered since it 

was announced last year. 
While it will still stop at 

East 90th Street and Wall 
Street Pier 11 as originally 
announced, another stop has 
been added at 34th Street after 
feedback from residents. 

That stop will allow Bronx 
residents to switch to an-
other ferry headed directly to 
Queens and Brooklyn, saving 
commuters headed to those 
boroughs considerable time 
by bypassing lower Manhat-
tan. 

The addition was proposed 
by Manhattan Councilman 
Daniel Garodnich earlier this 
month.

A free shuttle bus operated 
by NYC Ferry also departs 
from the 34th Street docks to 
midtown, according to the of-
fi cial website, www.ferry.nyc.

“I’m looking forward to the 
expansion of NYC Ferry ser-
vice into my district, which 
will offer my constituents a 
quick, affordable and scenic 
travel alternative to locations 
across the city,” said Sena-
tor Jeff Klein, who represents 
Soundview. “Once the Sound-
view route launches next year, 
residents of the south Bronx 
can travel to Wall Street in 

BY PATRICK ROCCHIO
The community is coming 

together, perhaps as never be-
fore, to fi ght the landlord of a 
Throggs Neck offi ce building.

Members of the Throggs 
Neck Strong coalition have 
further mobilized homeown-
ers, merchants and the build-
ing’s tenants to fi ght evictions 
of the commercial renters at 
2800 Bruckner Boulevard. 

Local elected offi cials have 
penned a letter to the two in-
dividuals that might be part-
ners in the building’s new 
management and/or owner-
ship: its longtime owner Mi-
chael D’Alessio and its pur-
ported new owner Michael 
Fernandes.

They are asking that 
D’Alessio and Fernandes sub-
mit to Community Board 10 
a plan concerning the build-

ing’s future use. 
Coalition leaders said they 

suspect that a proposed “well-
ness center” described on the 
Internet and by Fernandes 
will include some sort of sub-
stance abuse detox or rehabili-
tation, though Fernandes has 
been vague on this matter. 

Residents at the building 
received a second round of 
eviction notices on Wednes-
day, August 9, even though 
many have leases. Building 
services have been stopped, 
several said.  

The latest notices sent 
to tenants stated that even 
though 2800 Bruckner Boule-
vard was rented for 20 years to 
for-profi t business, the build-
ing’s Certifi cate of Occupancy 
is for a ‘community facility’ 
that only allows non-profi t, 
non-residential use. 

“He is trying to use illegal-
ity as a weapon to evict ten-
ants,” said Steven Kaufman, 
TNS chairman. 

A NYC Department of 
Buildings Certifi cate of Occu-
pancy sent with the latest evic-
tion notices confi rms that it is 
a community facility without 
sleeping accommodations, 
something tenants say they 
were not aware of when they 
signed leases. 

About a dozen tenants still 
remain in the building. 

After the latest round of 
eviction notices, on Thursday, 
August 10 the coalition’s chair 
and vice chair Bob Jaen, Con-
gressman Joseph Crowley, 
Senator Jeff Klein, Assembly-
man Michael Benedetto, As-
semblyman Mark Gjonaj and 
Councilman James Vacca 

Senator Jeff Klein, Stand Up to Violence and residents marched in 
the third annual Peace Walk on Thursday, August 10 at White Plains 
and East Gun Hill roads.  Dr. Noe Romo, SUV medical director, ral-
lied the crowd against the scourge of gun violence. See more pho-
tos on page 57.             Photo by Silvio Pacifi co
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FOR SALE
BEAUTY PARLOR
ESTABLISHED OVER 50 YEARS

GREAT LOCATION
(ALLERTON AVENUE)

ROOM TO EXPAND
13 STATIONS

CALL 347-219-1888
FOR MORE INFORMATION

BY BOB GUILIANO
Community Board 11 voted to 

approve a project to build hous-
ing for graduate medical stu-
dents at 1776 Eastchester Road 
within the Hutchinson Metro 
Center during a full board meet-
ing Wednesday, August 9.

The board voted to inform 
NYC Department of City Plan-
ning that it has no objection to 
Montefi ore’s proposed staff hous-
ing as it pertains to the parcel 
of land it intends to purchase 
within the Hutchinson Metro 
Center, according to district 
manager Jeremy Warneke. 

Montefi ore Hospital is propos-
ing a 12-story, 182-unit staff hous-
ing building and has a non-bind-
ing letter of intent to purchase 
the property to provide housing 
for graduate medical students, 
according to Montefi ore spokes-
woman Lara Markenson. 

The proposal depends on 
whether zoning allows for the 
building to be used for this pur-
pose. 

The board met at the Morris 
Park Community Association, 
1824 Bronxdale Avenue. 

“Everything went well” at the 
Wednesday, August 9 meeting, 
said Joe Kelleher, president of 
Simone Metro Properties at the 

Montefi ore plans housing at Hutch Metro Center
Hutchinson Metro Center.

CB 11’s Land Use Committee 
had held a previous meeting on 
Wednesday, July 12, that focused 
on the zoning matter.

Kelleher recalled in an inter-
view Wednesday, August 16, that 
Joseph McManus, chairman of 
the Land Use Committee, was 
very thorough in his questioning 
during the July 12 meeting.  

McManus wanted to under-
stand the project and how it was 
going to fi t the neighborhood, 
how tall it would be, etc.

Kelleher described how the 
Hutchinson Metro Center helps 
community groups, and also up-
dated CB 11 on his conversations 
with the police and fi re depart-
ments to establish an evacuation 
plan for the whole Hutchinson 
Metro Center, according to min-
utes from that meeting.

Also at the meeting Adam 
Rothkrug, a zoning  attorney for 
Simone Metro Properties, ex-
plained the project will be built 
on top of the parking lot parallel 
to Bassett Avenue, near the Mar-
riot Atrium in the Hutchinson 
Metro Center. 

The rezoning would change 
two parcels from M1-1 to C4-2 
and C4-2A and move the M1-1 
zone down the middle of Marconi 

Street. 
However, City Planning is 

pushing to rezone the whole 
area, according to Warneke. 

CB 11 contends the rezon-
ing should be confi ned to the 
site where Montefi ore intends to 
build its staff housing only.

“We don’t want the whole 
area to be rezoned, but that’s 

probably what’s going to hap-
pen,” Warneke said. “We’re op-
posed to that.”

 The Land Use Committee 
did not have a quorem during its 
meeting and could not take offi -
cial action on the project. 

Additionally, since the proj-
ect was certifi ed on Wednesday, 
June 14, CB 11 had only until 

Friday, July 14, to act within the 
time frame of the ULURP pro-
cess.

Montefi ore Health System is looking into purchasing the parking garage at 1776 Eastchester Road to build 
housing for graduate medical students on top of it. The lot faces LA Fitness, along with other businesses in the 
Hutch Metro Center. Community News Group/Bob Guiliano
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Public Notice

New York City Department of Transportation

Grants and Fiscal Management Division

Transportation providers and other interested parties are hereby notified that the New York City 
Department of Transportation, Grants and Fiscal Management Division, 55 Water Street, 6th Floor, NY, 
NY 10041, is applying for a federal grant of up to $9,798,542 under Section 5310 of Chapter 53 of Title 
49, United States Code, for the purposes listed below within New York City to meet the needs of elderly 
individuals and individuals with disabilities. The purpose of this notice is to invite private for-profit bus, 
taxi, and ambulette operators and other interested parties to participate in the development of proposed 
grant projects and in the provision of enhanced transportation services to elderly individuals and 
individuals with disabilities.

Project FTA NYC Total

Bumps in Bike Lanes that Blind 
People Can Feel with Their Feet $480,000 $120,000 $600,000

Raised Crosswalks $400,000 $100,000 $500,000

Safer Intersection $1,532,690 $383,172 $1,915,862

Safer Crosswalks & Plaza $1,265,852 $316,463 $1,582,315

Safe Streets for Seniors $1,200,000 $300,000 $1,500,000
Maps for People with Disabilities at
Bus Stops and Access-A-Ride
Stops $1,200,000 $300,000 $1,500,000

Safer Travel to Schools for Students
with Disabilities $1,200,000 $300,000 $1,500,000
Making 14th Street Safer for
Pedestrians During “L” Train
Shutdown $800,000 $200,000 $1,000,000

Fewer Puddles at Sidewalk Corner
Ramps for People with Disabilities $800,000 $200,000 $1,000,000

New Traffic Lights with Long
Crossing Times

$400,000 $100,000 $500,000

Smartphone App for People with
Disabilities in Subway Stations $520,000 $130,000 $650,000

Total 5310 Funds $9,798,542 $2,449,635 $12,248,177

To request more information or a public hearing, please contact Associate Deputy Commissioner Jai 
Therattil, 212-839-6943, within 15 calendar days of this public notice. Comments on proposed projects 
must be submitted to Jai Therattil within 15 calendar days after receipt of the proposed project 
information. If a public hearing is requested, a second notice will be published stating the date, time, and 
location of the hearing at least 10 days prior to the proposed hearing. If no comments are received and 
there is no request for a public hearing, the projects on the above list which are selected for funding will 
be added to the New York City Department of Transportation�s Program of Projects for Federal Fiscal 
Year 2017.

 

Among the Top Graduating Scores in MATH & ELA 
Technology “Blended Learning” UPK-Grade 8 

Highly Rated Pre-K (UPK) Program 

 

�� Full Sacrament  
    Participation Available 
 
�� Free Title I Extended 

Year (Summer) 
 
�� Free Breakfast Program 
 
�� Academic Clubs 
 
�� Scholarships &  
    Financial Aid Available 
 
�� SETSS & Title I Services 

�� Intramural and CYO 
Sports Leagues 

 
�� Spanish, Art, Music, 

Physical Education and 
Technology classes  

    (PreK-Grade 8) 
 
Family Events include:  
Welcome Back BBQ 
Halloween Extravaganza 
Breakfast with Santa 
Christmas Show  
Annual Card Party 

Open House Dates:  
Dec. 5 (Tuesday, 9-11 AM) 
Jan. 9 (Tuesday, 9-11 AM) 
Jan. 28 (Sunday, 1-3 PM) 
Jan. 30 (Tuesday, 9-11 AM) 
Feb. 13 (Tuesday, 9-11 AM) 
Mar. 13 (Tuesday, 9-11 AM) 
April. 24 (Tue., 9-11 AM) 
 

WHAT WE HAVE TO OFFER: 

1617 Parkview Avenue, Bronx, New York 10461 ~ Tel: 718-829-1706   Fax: 718-931-2693 
www.olassumptionbronx.org 

around
townby Patrick Rocchio

The Bronx Times Reporter 
will publish your announce-
ments. Send announcements 
along with photo to: Bronx 
Times Reporter, 3604 E. Trem-
ont Avenue, Bronx, NY 10465 or 
e-mail Bronxtimes@aol.com. 
Please include a phone number 
or a way to contact you in case 
of questions. 

Eagle Scout 

Seth Champlin, from Boy 
Scout Troop #333, has attained 
the rank of Eagle Scout. 

His service project was 
building a memorial wall and 
garden for Throggs Neck Me-
morial Post #1456. 

The wall included a listing 
of deceased veterans from the 
community. He also created 
an electric version of the me-
morial. 

Seth earned 36 merit 
badges, 13 of which are the re-
quired Eagle badges. 

He began as a cub scout 
when he was fi ve-years-old 
and attending Villa Maria 
Academy. He is now 17-years-
old. 

Golden Wedding Anni-

versary 

Carmela and Anthony 

Grieco Sr. will celebrate 
their 50th wedding anniver-
sary Sunday, September 16, 
their daughter-in-law Victo-
ria Grieco writes to the Bronx 
Times. 

They are originally from 
the borough but have since re-
tired to Temple, TX. 

Seth Champlin

They still have the Bronx 
Times Reporter sent to them 
every week. 

On September 16, 1967, Car-
mela and Anthony Grieco Sr. 
began their journey together.  
They found a friendship, raised 
a son, Anthony J. Grieco Jr., 
and built a beautiful marriage 
for 50 years.  

Their son and his family 
want to offer their warmest 
wishes on this joyous occasion.  
Though they will always miss 
their dear friends and family 
in Throggs Neck, they are en-
joying the balmier breezes of 
Temple, TX.

Serving his country 

Bronxite Nicolas Affum 
is serving in the U.S. Navy as 
a Machinery Repairman 3rd 

Class. 
He is pictured in the ac-

companying photo measuring 
a pipe aboard the aircraft car-
rier USS Nimitz in the Ara-
bian Gulf on Thursday, Au-
gust 9. 

While in this region, the 
ship and group are conduct-
ing maritime security opera-
tions to reassure allies and 
partners, preserve freedom of 
navigation, and maintain the 
free fl ow of commerce. 

Birthday announcement 

White Plains Hospital sent 
the Bronx Times the following 
birth announcement: 

New Bronxite Liam David 

Gallego was born on Wednes-
day, June 28. He weighed eight 
pounds, four ounces. 

U.S. Navy Machinery Repairman 3rd Class Nicolas Affum
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FEATURING THE 
H O T T E S T 

BACK TO SCHOOL 
LOOKS!

OVER 100 STORES & RESTAURANTS

200 Baychester Ave, Bronx, NY 10475, Exit 11, Off I-95 MallatBayPlaza.com

MTA BUSES SERVING THE MALL AT BAY PLAZA: BX5, BX12, BX23, BX26, BX28, BX29, BX30, BX38, BXM7, Q50

SUBWAY #5, 6 SUBWAY TO BUS STATION

#ShopTheSeason #BrandsYouLove

live DJ, Facing 
painting, and Free 
School supplies
Limited Availability 
On a First Come Basis

FRI. Aug. 25th, 3 PM – 6 PM
3rd level in the Food Plaza at the Mall at Bay Plaza

Kid’s EventKid’s Event

Sponsored by:
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VISIT PCRICHARD.COM FOR A STORE NEAREST YOU

LOOK FOR OUR CIRCULAR
IN TODAY’S PAPER!

COMMUNITY
CHIROPRATIC

of Throggs Neck

Kenneth P. Gonoud D.C.

Trigger Point Injections

We Treat:
Acute and Chronic Pain, Back and Neck Pain

Headaches and Migraines, Sciatica and Pinched Nerves
Arthritis, Knee and Shoulder Pain

BY ARTHUR CUSANO
A Bronx resident has been 

arrested on weapon and drug 
possession charges following 
a clash with a another man he 
allegedly killed in self-defense 
at his Morris Park home. 

Joseph Matos, 26, of 1651 
Tomlinson Avenue, was ar-
rested and charged with two 
counts of second-degree crim-
inal possession of a weapon, 
third-degree criminal posses-
sion of a weapon, fourth-de-
gree criminal possession of 
a weapon and fourth-degree 
criminal possession of a fi re-
arm.

According to the indict-
ment obtained from the dis-
trict attorney’s offi ce, Matos 
fi red a fi rearm from inside the 
residence on the morning of 
Friday, August 11, at 21-year-
old Michael Mendoza of Brook-
lyn, who was standing on Ma-
tos’s back porch while holding 
a shotgun.

Police responded to a 911 re-
port of a man shot at the home 
at approximately 9:26 a.m. 

Mendoza was found shot 
near the home and trans-
ported to Jacobi Medical Cen-
ter where he was later pro-

Brooklyn man killed in Morris Park skirmish
nounced dead.

Law enforcement sources 
familiar with the investi-
gation said Matos was not 
charged with murder or man-
slaughter because the DA’s 
offi ce determined the killing 
was in self-defense.

Matos was also charged 
with both criminal and unlaw-
ful possession of marijuana 
after the drug was found in 
his home, according to the in-
dictment. 

He had previously been 
convicted of fourth-degree 
Criminal Possession of Mari-
juana in 2015, according to the 
indictment.

Bail was set at $10,000 cash 
or $15,000 bond. It was not 
known if Matos was still in 
custody as of press time.

Neighbor Maria Battaglia 
said she and other neighbor-
hood residents had grown in-
creasingly upset about activ-
ity at 1651 Tomlinson since 
new tenants moved in several 
months ago on the ground 
fl oor. 

She said loud music and 
other noise, several unruly 
dogs and sketchy late night 
activity had become the new 

normal at the site.  
“The woman who lived 

there passed away and a 
man bought it,” she said. “He 
doesn’t live here, he just rents 
it out.”

“I saw who moved in, it’s 
just a bunch of kids in their 
twenties,” she said. “There is 
a lot of activity in and out, mo-
torcycles going up and down 
the driveway. All the neigh-
bors are angry.” 

Battaglia said she heard 
two gunshots early Friday 
morning and later found that 
a stretch of street closed off 
with police tape for the week-
end due to a crime scene inves-
tigation.

“I wasn’t able to move my 
car for three days,” she said. 

Records obtained through 
the NYC Department of Fi-
nance show the three-family 
home was purchased by Flo-
rjan and Albana Pepa of How-
ard Beach, Queens, in April of 
2016.  

When reached for com-
ment at his Flushing busi-
nesses, Tecno Stone Inc., Flo-
rjan Pepa said he had heard 
about the incident but said 
he had been out of town when 

it happened and knew little 
about it. 

Pepa said he was unaware 
of any recent complaints by 
neighbors, and denied his ten-
ants had been causing any dis-
turbances. 

He said his sister lives in 
the house and leases out the 
other two apartments. 

“I sent my daughter to fi nd 
out what happened and she 
said she could not get any in-
formation,” he said.

The home at 1651 Tomlinson Avenue was the site of a shooting in the 
early morning of Friday, August 11 that left one man dead. 
 Arthur cusano
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Metroplus 
is IN The 
Bronx!

MKT 17.139a

SIGN UP TODAY. WE’LL BE HERE TOMORROW.

Hours of Operation:
Monday – Friday: 9AM – 7PM

Saturday: 10AM – 6PM

Sunday: 10AM – 4PM

Bathgate
720 East Tremont Avenue

Morris Heights
1733 University Avenue

Morrisania
227A 167th Street
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BY ARTHUR CUSANO
Community Board 7 wasn’t sched-

uled to meet again until September. 
That, however, was before board 

members caught wind of a proposal 
to put a homeless shelter on a busy 
stretch of Webster Avenue. 

Sam’s Floor Coverings at 3041 
Webster Avenue, better known as 
Sam’s Carpets, has fi led a building 
permit to add a third level to the two-
fl oor commercial building. 

The work application, fi led Janu-
ary 26, 2017 and since approved, lists 
work to alter the building from com-
mercial/mercantile use to R-1 resi-
dential, hotel and dormitory use and 
to add an additional fl oor with 7,940 
square feet of additional space. 

Local leaders have since learned 
the city is proposing a men’s shelter 
at the site.

At Monday’s emergency meeting 
at the Sister Annunciata Bethell Se-
nior Center on 204th Street, Land 
Use, Zoning and Housing Committee 
chair Jean Hill explained the build-
ing is just steps from P.S. 20/ M.S. 20. 

“That will be a 200-bed men’s shel-
ter, and we have a lot of feedback from 
the community about this kind of 
structure being built directly across 
the street from a school,” she said.

Councilman Andrew Cohen gave 
board members and roughly two-
dozen concerned residents a run-
down on what he knew and what 
neighborhood residents could do 
about the plan. 

He said he was willing to put his 
relationship with the mayor on the 
line to get the proposed site moved.

“It’s going to be a long four years 
if the administration and I cannot 
work this out,” Cohen said. “There is 
no compromise in that this site is un-
acceptable.” 

Cohen told attendees that sim-
ply railing against the proposed 
site would yield little result, and in-
stead asked for input on other poten-
tial sites in the area better suited for 
such a facility that he could fl oat as 
alternatives to City Hall.

“Telling the city ‘no’ in a vacuum 
I don’t think will be proactive,” Co-
hen said.

Some in attendance brought up 
3600 Jerome Avenue, the former 
FEGS Bronx Mental Health Center 
located near the Woodlawn train sta-
tion they said DHS had eyed in the 
past.

Board chair Adaline Walker-San-
tiago said the borough president’s of-
fi ce notifi ed the board of the possible 
shelter in October of 2016. 

However a city representative had 
told her just recently that no fi nal de-
cision had been made about the site 
and that the city was open to dia-
logue. Even so, she urged swift action 
by the board to avoid being caught off 
guard.

“One thing said at the end of our 
conversation is that if the site is cho-
sen, a community board can propose 
an alternative site, so maybe we need 
to take a look at that,” she said. “If 
not FEGS, what is an alternative site 
that is not near a school?”

The proposed shelter would not be 
the fi rst to be built in the northwest 
Bronx in the last few years. 

Landing Road Residence, a build-
ing now under construction at 233 
Landing Road in University Heights, 
will include shelter space in addition 
to affordable housing  

An inquiry sent to the NYC De-
partment of Homeless Services into 
the status of the shelter proposal and 
to Sam’s owner Carmine Rossi for 
comment were not returned by press 
time.

Cohen, CB 7 blast Sam’s 
Carpeting shelter proposal

The Sam’s Floor Coverings building at 3041 Webster Avenue is the proposed site of a men’s 
homeless shelter, according to Community Board 7 leaders. Arthur Cusano
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Available
Entire Building For Sale
2 separate lots | Roof Playground | Sun Roof
2 Car Garage

Builder/Maurice Elmalem
Building Architectural Designer
Developer l General Contractor | Artist

Commercial Space
2600sqft Day Care Center, high ceiling, lighting, 2 large fi nished 
restrooms, roof playground, with handicap access, fi re and security 
alarm. 
 
Rive Platinum
3511 Cambridge Ave
(cross streets 235th St & Johnson Aves)
Riverdale  NY 10463
718.652.6600
mauricenterprise@aol.com

www.mauricecontractors.com for more information

Rive Platinum
Grand
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SUSPECT ARRESTED IN HIGHBRIDGE SHOOTING EARLY MORNING FIRE ON NOBLE AVENUE

MAN SHOT THREE TIMES IN ALLERTON

(Above) EMS were transporting the victim for medical treatment.       
                Photo by Edwin Soto

Police are searching for a suspect who shot a man three times in Allerton last week.
According to police, a 28-year-old man was shot in his legs, chest and buttocks around 
10:45 a.m. on Tuesday, August 8 in front of 2552 Cruger Avenue. The victim was taken 
to Jacobi Hospital in stable condition. The suspect has been described as a Hispanic 
man about 30 to 40-years-old. No arrests have been made in this ongoing investiga-
tion. Anyone with information is asked to call Crime Stoppers at (800) 577-TIPS.

(Above) Police roped off West 170th Street and Ogden Avenue while they con-
ducted their investigation. Photo by Aracelis Batista

A suspect has been arrested in connection with the shooting of two men in High-
bridge last week. According to a NYPD spokesman, police arrested Francis Lopez, 18, 
of 2525 Aqueduct Avenue, for allegedly shooting two men at West 170th Street and 
Ogden Avenue on Tuesday, August 8 at 5:54 p.m. Lopez allegedly shot a 25-year-old 
man in his left jaw and a 17-year-old in his right foot. The 25-year-old man was trans-
ported to Lincoln Hospital while the 17-year-old received treatment at St. Barnabas 
Hospital. Lopez faces charges of attempted criminally negligent homicide, assault 
with intent to cause serious injury with a weapon, criminal use of a fi rearm, criminal 
possession of a weapon and reckless endangerment.

(Above) Firefi ghters were on the scene to fi ght a late night fi re at Reyna Super-
market last Tuesday. Photo by Edwin Soto

Firefi ghters combated a late night fi re at a Reyna Supermarket last week. According 
to a FDNY spokesman, approximately 60 fi refi ghters and 12 FDNY units responded to 
a fi rst fl oor fi re on Tuesday, August 8 at 9:50 p.m inside the Reyna Supermarket at 13 
E. Tremont Avenue. The FDNY gained control over the blaze on Wednesday, August 9 
at 12:41 a.m. One fi refi ghter sustained minor injuries and was transported to Bronx-
Lebanon Hospital for treatment. The cause of the fi re remains under investigation.

40 Precinct
Saturday, July 22 at 2:30 a.m. -- A 29-year-

old man was hit in the face with a gun in the back 
of 340 Alexander Avenue. The individual removed the 
victim’s wallet, keys, cellphone and some of his cash. 
The victim refused medical attention. The person who 
hit the man in the face with the gun is described as a 
black man who is 25-years-old to 30-years-old, and 
who has a dark complexion and brown eyes. He was 
seen wearing a dark colored shirt with a Snoopy char-
acter on the front, white sneakers and blue jeans. 

41 Precinct
Friday, August 4 at 10:20 a.m. --A robbery 

was reported to police. Apparently, an individual fol-
lowed a 77-year-old man out of a bank branch at 1051 
Westchester Avenue. The individual grabbed the man 
by his neck in front of 1032 Fox Street and brought 
him to the ground. The two tussled with each other 
prior to fleeing. The victim refused medical attention. 
He endured a several scrapes and a bruise above his 
left eye. The individual is a Hispanic man who is about 
six feet tall and about 210 pounds. 

47 Precinct
Wednesday, August 9 at 10:45 a.m.. -- Cops 

responded to a 911 call of a pedestrian hit by a car at 
629 E. 229th Street. They found a 37-year-old wom-
an who was lying on the pavement with head trauma. 
EMS responded and took the woman to Montefiore 
Hospital, where she was pronounced dead. A prelimi-
nary investigation revealed that she was struck by a 
2011 Ford van that she thought she had parked and 
had been driving before stopping. She walked around 
to the drivers side of the van to reposition something 
when the vehicle slipped into reverse and she fell out 
of the van and onto the pavement. She was run over 
by the front driver’s tire. 

49 Precinct 
Tuesday, August 8 at 10:54 a.m.  -- Cops re-

ceived a report about a 28-year-old man at 2552 Cru-
ger Avenue who was shot three times. The victim en-
dured injuries to his chest, buttocks and legs and was 
taken to Jacobi Medical Center in stable condition. 
The shooter fled the scene. He’s described as a His-
panic man about 30-years-old and 40-years-old. 
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LETTERS TO THE EDITOR

Cigarette tax
will not help

Dear editor,
“The lady doth protest too 

much, methinks”
I wish to respond to Judy 

Noy’s comment regarding Bill 
Twomey’s article about Bronx-
born actor Martin Balsam.  
Sadly, we do not have Bill 
Twomey with us to explain 
why he did not include Mr. Bal-
sam’s role as Juror #1 in his 
article.  However, I think Bill 
Twomey will forgive me for 
revealing his secret.   Back in 
October 2012, I also asked Bill 
why he did not mention Mar-
tin Balsam’s role as ‘Mr. Har-
old Longman/ aka Mr. Green’ 
in the 1974 movie ‘The Taking 
of Pelham One Two Three’. 
After all, it is a movie that had 
subway cars that departed 
1:23 p.m. from Pelham Bay in 
the Bronx!  Also, Mr. Balsam 
was nominated for ‘Best Sup-
porting Actor’ by the British 
Academy Film and Television 
Awards for his role.  

Bill quickly responded that 
he was happy to know that I 
read his column. Bill said he 
leaned this trick from his men-
tor, John McNamara as how 
to generate feedback and fact 
checking. Which is what it did 
for me back in 2012.  So look 
for Mr. Balsam’s fi rst movie 
appearance in the 1955 Acad-
emy Award winner for Best 
Picture ‘On The Waterfront’ 
the next time it is on.

Thomas X. Casey

Happy to 
meet a reader

We don’t
need hay

Dear editor,
For quite some time now, 

several weeks to say the least, 
I have noticed that public 
grass and garden areas in and 
around Pelham Bay have been 
diligently neglected. What is 
going on?

In Pelham Bay, my neigh-
borhood, most notably the 
grassy areas across from the 
old Pelham Bay General Hos-
pital, look horrible. We tax-
payers and residents spent 
a lot of money to develop the 
walking and bike paths and 
to see these areas neglected 
is just terrible. We want all of 
our neighbors, guests and vis-
itors to feel comfortable and 
safe using these areas of rec-
reation and thoroughfare that 
we paid for, and for some rea-

son city management and ser-
vices personnel just don’t get 
it. Who shaves half their face? 
Or cuts half their hair?

What was once grass and 
plantings has turned into hay. 
Looks like we are farming hay 
all along Pelham Parkway just 
east of the Hutchinson Park-
way. Really? The horse path is 
gone folks and so are the sta-
bles. We have no need for hay.

I’m ready to put up a sign: 
“This area looks like crapola.. 
Thank you Mayor De Blasio 
and company”

Stephen Franciosa

Dear editor,
The New York City Coun-

cil passing legislatation pre-
viously proposed by Mayor 
de Blasio last April to raise 
the cost of a pack of cigarettes 
from $10.50 to $13 just like past 
increases will not discourage 
consumption.  The growth of 
so called illegal street corner, 
bodega and deli cigarette sales 
known as ‘loosies’ 2 for $1 will 
rise in proportion to periodic 
government increases in taxes 
on the purchase of cigarettes.  
This once again will occur 
when the mayor signs this bill 
and it becomes law.  

Many consumers will just 
travel past the city line to 
stores selling cigarettes in 
neighboring Connecticut, Nas-
sau County, New Jersey and 
Westchester at lower prices.  
The underground economy 
will make an even greater 
fortune selling untaxed ciga-
rettes.  

Both the city and state will 
see an increase in the loss 
of millions in uncollected 
tax revenues.  Why sell hard 
drugs, when you can sell ciga-
rettes with virtually no penal-
ties? 

Consumption of tobacco 
has been part of mainstream 
America, transcending gener-
ations. Despite the best efforts 
of government to limit con-
sumption via excessive taxes 
and smoking restrictions, just 
like alcohol prohibition in the 
1920s - both are doomed to fail-
ure. These actions infringe on 
citizens civil and economic 
liberties.

Creative entrepreneurs 
will always provide what citi-
zens desire, regardless of gov-
ernment approval. Consumers 
have voted with their dollars, 
making tobacco consumption 

a multi billion dollar enter-
prise today.

Our tax dollars would 
be better used if police and 
judges spend more time prose-
cuting those who commit real 
crimes against individuals 
or property than going after 
those who sell loosies. Law en-
forcement authorities should 
be free to pursue those who 
commit real crimes against 
citizens and property.

At 18, you are old enough 
to vote, be a parent, pay taxes, 
own a car, take out a bank 
loan, serve in the military and 
die for your country - but not 
consume tobacco.  This makes 
no sense.

Larry Penner

Time to
fix our roads
Dear editor,
I continue to see cars with 

fl at tires on the shoulders of 
I-95 North and South bound 
caused by one the 50 plus pot-
holes, that start and end from 
Bartow Avenue to the Larch-
mont Toll plaza.  Some pot-
holes are more than a year 
old.  

These potholes cost drivers 
thousands in repairs, towing, 
tire/rim replacement, and 
possibly one or two have lost 
their life changing a fl at or los-
ing control of their vehicle.

It’s time for the mayor to 

Mayor sits 
on his hands

Dear editor,
Subway riders are suffer-

ing through the ‘Summer of 
Hell’ and the mayor just keeps 
‘blowing hot air,’ Transport 
Workers Union Local 100 sec-
retary Earl Phillips said in a 
statement to the City Council 
Transportation Committee.

“I was at Brooklyn Bor-
ough Hall yesterday to hear 
the mayor talk,” Phillips said. 
“Essentially, the mayor said 
this: ‘There is a crisis right 
now - and I can’t do anything 
about it - except urge others to 
take action.’ Mayor de Blasio 
is calling on the state Legis-
lature in Albany to pass new 
legislation raising transit 
funds. It’s like looking out the 
back window and seeing your 
garage on fi re and calling the 
Albany Fire Department 153 
miles to the north and then 
sitting down and watching the 
fl ames.”

Pete Donohue

Director of Press 

and Media Relations

Transport Workers Union  

Local 100

use some of that money he gets 
from drivers to subsidize the 
MTA and TBTA, and fi x our 
roads.

Robert Neglia

Many times parents are 
surprised when their pedia-
trician recommends that their 
preteens get the HPV vaccine. 
The HPV virus is a sexually 
transmitted disease and they 
don’t understand why their 
11-year-old needs the vaccine.

Our doctors explain that 
the Human Papillomavirus 
(HPV) vaccine is most effec-
tive prior to exposure to the 
virus. There is no reason to 
wait until puberty. Preteens 
should receive the vaccine 
before they begin any type of 
sexual activity.

As parents take their chil-
dren to the doctor for a back-
to-school checkup, here is 
what they need to know about 
the HPV vaccine in order to 

OPED: by Dr. Walid Michelen 
Should your teen get 

the HPV vaccine? 
Our doctors say “yes.”

make an informed decision.
Preventing Cancer and Gen-

ital Warts
HPV is so common that 

nearly all sexually active peo-
ple get it at some point in their 
lives. Most people with HPV 
never develop symptoms or 
health problems, but, some-
times, HPV can cause cancer, 
such as cervical and vaginal 
cancer in women and can-
cer of the penis in men. Some 
types of HPV can also lead to 
genital warts.

HPV affects both girls and 
boys. Exposure to the virus 
can happen with any kind of 
adolescent experimentation 
that involves genital contact 

Continued on page 20
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Complete Your Back To School Prep With

August Is  Kids’  Eye Health & Safety Month

Comprehensive Eye Examinations
Styl ish & Durable Eyewear for  Chi ldren and Teens

For the Classroom, Sports, & Everything in Between! 

Throggs Neck
Westchester Square  
Parkchester

Expires:  10/1/17
Some restr ict ions may apply

BACK

metrooptics.com
800.230.EYES

$50
OFF

SCHOOLis here!2



BRONX TIMES REPORTER, AUGUST 18-2414    BTR

718-931-43352173 White Plains Road 
Just South of Pelham Pkwy.

OPEN
7 DAYS

SALE

OFF30%
WE CARRY A WIDE VARIETY OF 

Organic Foods, Herbs, Homeopathic Products & More

SALE ENDS 08/31/17

SOLARAY

25%
OFF

NATURE’S WAY
NORDIC NATURAL

NEW CHAPTER

BY PATRICK ROCCHIO
A Country Club resident 

says he is being singled out 
for abuse by one of his neigh-
bors who is using the city’s 
311 system to fi le bogus com-
plaints resulting in NYC De-
partment of Building viola-
tions. 

Paul Calderone was hit 
with 68 DOB complaints about 
purported illegal work on his 
private home in the past 23 
months that originated via 
the city’s 311 system, with 
virtually all of them now dis-
missed as unfounded. 

Calderone said DOB visits 
his home for the same infrac-
tions over and over again. 

“I am a senior citizen; I 
am in bad health,” said Cal-
derone. “Not only was I is-
sued summonses but I was 
issued repeated summonses 
after they were vacated.” 

Standing in his driveway 
on Wilcox Avenue with As-
semblyman Michael Bene-
detto on Thursday, August 
10, Calderone was described 
by the assemblyman as some-
one who is the victim of ha-
rassment or bullying by a 
neighbor taking advantage 
of the city’s  anonymous 311 

Country Club man harassed by misuse of 311 system 

system. 
The assemblyman said 

that based on his own inves-
tigation, the city’s 311 sys-
tem, otherwise a useful tool 
that serves an important pur-
pose, apparently has no safe-
guards in place to prevent it 
from being used as a tool of 

harassing neighbors or those 
seeking revenge. 

 “Common sense must be 
applied; you cannot let peo-
ple use the city complaint 
line for harassment,” said 
Benedetto. 

In cases where city agen-
cies repeatedly return to the 

same locations, and respond 
to complaints that are mostly 
unfounded, a different ap-
proach must be taken, said 
the assemblyman. 

One summons Calderone 
received, and was found 
guilty of, is one that most 
people living in a low-density 
zone are violating.

A 1960’s zoning regulation 
dictates that only one ‘plea-
sure’ vehicle can be parked 
on a residential property 25 
feet wide or less. 

Calderone, unaware of 
this obscure regulation, 
parked his second car in his 
driveway when he entered 
the hospital for open-heart 
surgery. 

When he returned from 
the hospital he had received 
several summons for violat-
ing his property’s Certifi -
cate of Occupancy. The com-
plaints were placed through  
311 

 The summonses which 
originally added up to $1,200 
were reduced after an OATH 
hearing to $450.

Benedetto said that his 
own family, who lived for 
years in Country Club, often 
parked several vehicles in 

their driveway. 
It is a commonplace sight 

in Country Club, Throggs 
Neck and Pelham Bay to see 
multiple cars parked in a sin-
gle driveway, Benedetto said. 

Another open violation is 
for a wooden deck that was 
constructed decades before 
Calderone purchased the 
house, perhaps 35 years, ac-
cording to the homeowner. 

“Mr. Calderone constantly 
has (to go to hearings) and 
waste his time and waste the 
manpower hours of city ad-
ministrators,” said the as-
semblyman.  

Assemblyman Mark 
Gjonaj, a local real estate 
broker and property owner, 
joined in the press confer-
ence. 

Gjonaj said that while peo-
ple like Calderone and others 
throughout the city are the 
victims of harassment, oth-
ers are not getting the city 
services they need because 
the 311 is overloaded with 
needless complaints and city 
agencies lack resources. 

“Our resources are being 
deterred and being used as a 
weapon, in this case, as a tool 
of harassment,” said Gjonaj. 

Assemblyman Mark Gjonaj joined the press conference on “Revenge 311,” 
speaking out on the issue along with Assemblyman Michael Benedetto 
and homeowner Paul Calderone. 
 Community News Group / Patrick Rocchio
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* All these prices must be cash or debit. No mix & match on sale items. We will match printed prices from other New York City liquor stores. 
Coupon must be present at checkout. Webprices not accepted. Not responsible for typographical errors. Sale prices valid one week only. Expires 8/25.

WINE & LIQUOR
SUPERSTORE

Bring this ad in for discount pricing

Join our rewards club and get $2 
off every 50 pts. Save your points.
NO EXPIRATION DATE.

NY YANKEE Cabernet Sauvignon 
& NY METS Red Blend*  

$1999      With a purchase of a NY Yankee Cabernet 
Sauvignon or NY Mets Red Blend in store, enter 
to win a Grand Prize by August 31st. Drawing will 
be held at our tasting September 1st at 5pm. 

Mendoza 
Vineyards 
Reserve 
Malbec  

$1999

Antigal 
Malbec 
Uno  

$1499

Agua 
De Piedra 
Malbec Gran 
Seleccion  

$1099

Louis 
Martini 
Cabernet 
Sauvignon  

$1499

Buena 
Vista 
Chardonnay  

$1999

Decoy 
Merlot  

$1999

Hahn Estates 
Pinot Noir 
SLH  

$1999

Seven 
Deadly 
Zins  

$1601
                Bacardi 
                Light & 
                Gold 
                1.75L  

$1799

Patron
Silver
1.75L 

$8999

Jack Daniel’s 
Black 
1.75L  

$4783

Grey 
Goose 
1.75L  

$5650

Hennessy 
1.75L
  

$8084

Dieselscato 
17%  

$1299

Roscato 
Dolce  

$1099

Castello 
De Poggio  

$1099

Primo 
Amore  

$1099

California Fine Wines 
under $20

3 All Star
Argentinian Malbec’s 

Worth a Buy!

Sweet Sensation

Top 5 Everyday Value

Raffl e Giveaway
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BY PATRICK ROCCHIO
A local community leader who is a 

well-known author in the nursing fi eld 
is branching off into a completely new 
writing genre. 

Deborah Hunt, a Community Board 
10 volunteer from Pelham Bay who has 
three books on the nursing profession to 
her credit, now also has two children’s 
books due out in August and September. 
This is a fi rst for her.  

Waldorf Publishing released one of 
Hunt’s new books, ‘The One-Eyed Pug,’ 
on Tuesday, August 15. 

It is a 48-page chapter book that is 
lightly illustrated. 

The book has a surprise, happy end-
ing, said Hunt.

It will be followed on Friday, Sep-
tember 15 by a non-fi ction picture book 
called ‘Same Inside, Different Outside,’ 
focusing on multicultural themes along 
with practical lessons about the func-
tions of the organs of the human body. 

“I have been wanting to write chil-
dren’s books since I was in grade school,” 
said Hunt, adding that she took creative 
writing classes in high school, before 
starting a career and raising a family. 

Hunt, who has a career as a Nurs-
ing professor at the College of New Ro-
chelle, said that she had been writing 
children’s stories, including several 
short stories published in online maga-
zines, for that past 10 years or so.  

After facing a number of rejections, 

Local author writes children’s books

Deborah Hunt with her two new children’s 
books ‘The One Eyed Pug’ and ‘Same Inside 
Different Outside.’ The books are two of fi ve 
published by the Pelham Bay author. 
 Photos courtesy of Deborah Hunt

Same Inside Different Outside, has a publica-
tion date of Friday, September 15. 
 Photos courtesy of Deborah Hunt

‘The One Eyed Pug’ has a publication date on 
Tuesday, August 15. 
 Photos courtesy of Deborah Hunt

she had a enough small successes pub-
lishing stories with names like ‘Johnny 
Snowman’, ‘Happy Hands’ and ‘Mary’s 
Magical Garden’ to keep her developing 
her youth writing.  

Hunt said she did not want to self-
publish her children’s books, citing a 
cost that could have reached tens of 
thousands of dollars. 

“I was looking for a traditional pub-
lisher and found it,” said Hunt, adding 
that she inked a contract with Waldorf, a 
Texas-based publisher, in December 2015. 

Her publisher encouraged changes 
to her two books. 

She urged Hunt to enlarge the length 
of the ‘The One-Eyed Pug’ and publish 

it as a chapter book instead of a picture 
book as the author had originally envi-
sioned. 

With ‘Same Inside, Different Out-
side,’ the publisher allowed Hunt the 
privilege of collaborating with the il-
lustrator, Xavier Pom. This doesn’t 
always happen, said Hunt. 

Hunt said that her children’s writ-
ing mainly took place in the base-
ment of her home with the help of 
some online course and paid writing 
critiques from Writers Digest. 

Hunt, a Registered Nurse, was al-
ready the author of The Nurse Profes-
sional: Leveraging Your Education, 
The New Nurse Educator: Mastering 

Academe and Fast Facts about the 
Nursing Profession.

While the types of writing may be 
different, learning how to write well 
allows you to make your thoughts 
and words fl ow, no matter what the 
genre, indicated the author.

“I believe that the more you write, 
the more it becomes second nature,” 
she said. “You are developing your 
craft.” 

The new children’s books written 
by Hunt are available for order and 
pre-order through Amazon, Waldorf 
Publishers, Follett, Barnes & Noble 
and Target, along with other retail-
ers. 
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VOTE

As your City Councilman, John will:

Use the City Council’s power to stop 
overdevelopment that damages the 
character of our community

Invest in trains and ferries, and rebuild 
our roads to make our streets safer

Increase funding for our police to get 
more officers to our precincts. Protect 
our quality of life by cracking down on 
troublesome nightlife establishments.

Reduce class sizes and improve our 
schools

Read John’s entire platform, 
volunteer and contribute at
JOHNDOYLE.NYC

Recruiting for the following positions:

Individualized Care Coordinator
Direct Support Professionals

Care Manager
Residence Manager

Supervisor

We offer competitive salaries,
Excellent benefi ts and generous paid time off

Equal Opportunity Employer (EOE)

Apply@www.stdominicshome.org
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SIRECI 
Family Dental
Your Neighborhood Dentist Since 1983

C A R I N G    A F F O R D A B L E    P A I N L E S S

FREE 
CONSULTATIONS

COME VISIT US 
IN OUR NEW 

MODERN OFFICE

2861 BRUCKNER BLVD.  |  718-829-0455

GENERAL DENTISTRY  
SPECIALTY CARE

GEORGE’S RESTAURANT
Corner of Westchester Avenue & Crosby Avenue

SERVING THE FINEST FOOD FOR OVER 50 YEARS
NOW SERVING WHOLE WHEAT PASTA

WE NOW DELIVER TO PELHAM BAY,
THROGS NECK & COUNTRY CLUB!

$10 Minimum For Delivery - Delivery Hours 11am-9pm

LET US CATER YOUR NEXT EVENT - CURBSIDE PICK-UP!

SAUTE´ AND
PASTA DISHES

COME AND ENJOY OUR 
NEW SAUTE MENU!

SERVED
MONDAY - SATURDAY

FROM 4PM-9PM

EARLY BIRD

DINNER
SPECIALS

$9.95

SUNDAY - THURSDAY
3pm - 6pm

YOUR NEXT DELIVERY OF 

$20 OR MORE

$300
OFF

GEORGE’S SPECIAL

Must Mention Coupon Offer While Ordering 
To Receive Discount And Present Upon Food 
Receipt. Not To Be Combined With Any Other 
Offer. Exp. 08/31/2017

BY BOB GUILIANO
Occupancy of the lux-

ury apartments at 2763 Mor-
ris Avenue in Bedford Park 
is projected to start Friday, 
September 1 or a little after, 
according to the real estate 
agent handling the leases.

Concern that the build-
ing’s marketing plan to at-
tract high-end renters may 
falter has left some local lead-
ers nervous about the proper-
ty’s eventual fate, according 
to Community Board 7 chair-
woman Adaline Walker-San-
tiago.

But leases are being 
signed, according to Doug-
las Elliman real estate agent 
Elina Golovko.

“There are people who are 
paying those prices,” Golovko 
said, adding that Elliman 
plans to issue a press release 
with fi gures when 70 to 80 
percent of the apartments are 
leased.

One factor the community 
leaders pointed to was that 
studios were at times priced 
higher than 1- and 2-family 
apartments.

The reason rental rates 
fl uctuate — with studios 

2763 Morris Avenue occupancy set for Sept. 1

priced higher than 2-bed-
rooms — is that the 9th, 10th 
and 11th fl oor apartments 
have 360-degree views and are 
part of a ‘signature collection’ 
that makes them more expen-
sive, according to Golovko.

For example, 1-bedroom 
apartment rentals vary from 
$1,755 and $1,985 to $2,540, de-
pending on whether they’re 

on the lower or upper fl oors. 
Square footage also varies 

among the 1-bedroom apart-
ments. 

The two-bedroom apart-
ments are priced from $2,075 
to $2,310 based on living area. 

To address concerns about 
the building, CB 7 will sched-
ule a Housing Committee 
meeting in September, ac-

cording to Walker-Santiago.
“When they came to us last 

year, they told us it was going 
to be a senior housing develop-
ment,” Walker-Santiago said. 
“Why didn’t it become afford-
able senior housing? We were 
not informed of the details. So 
we need to have that informa-
tion brought to us in Septem-
ber when we start meeting.”

The land was purchased 
by Alex Berkovitch’s Univer-
sal Contracting in two parts 
— one lot, a demolished sin-
gle-family detached home in 
2008 for $1.55 million; and the 
other from a non-denomina-
tional Christian church in 
2016 for $950,000. 

“Initially this property was 
intended for affordable hous-
ing and senior housing,” said 
Councilman Fernando Ca-
brera. “However, after seek-
ing approval for three years, 
the developer’s applications for 
these purposes were rejected 
by the City of New York.”  

Then, through private fi -
nancing, the project became 
market rate housing, Cabrera 
said  

The church sold for less 
money because it was be-

ing replaced within the new 
building with nearly 9,000 
square feet of space. 

The ground fl oor and  
lower level will house the 
church, with room for a Sun-
day school, accessory offi ces, 
and a cafeteria, in addition to 
the church’s worship space.

Cabrera acknowledged 
that he is the pastor of the 
church, and as a councilman 
in the area, he was vetted 
about potential confl ict of in-
terest. 

“There have been several 
‘bait and switch’ occurrences 
of new market rate housing in 
the Bronx being converted to 
shelters and low income hous-
ing, taking neighborhood res-
idents by surprise,” Cabrera 
said. 

“This is an understand-
able concern,” Cabrera said. 
“I remain strongly commit-
ted to the preservation of ex-
isting affordable housing and 
development of new afford-
able housing properties to 
meet the needs of our commu-
nity and have provided fund-
ing for District 14 affordable 
housing in the FY 2018 bud-
get.”

An exterior view above 2763 Morris Avenue in Bedford Park. A new luxury 
apartment building featuring 75 residences is now accepting leases. 
Apartments on the 9th, 10th and 11th fl oors are more expensive because 
of the panoramic views. Courtesy of Douglas Elliman Real Estate
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VAN NEST
ASSEMBLY 

OF GOD
755 Rhinelander Ave.

Bronx, NY 10462

Corner of Holland
2 blocks from 

White Plains Road

SPIRIT 
FILLED

PRAYER 
GUIDED

LOVE 
EXTENDED

PASTOR

ASSISTANT PASTOR 

YOUTH PASTOR

A HOUSE OF PRAYER FOR ALL NATIONS

Welcome to our caring, 
multi cultural, multi-generational, 

evangelistic home church!

5 services every Sunday. 
8:30 am, 10 am (Service & Sunday School) 

11:30 am, 4pm, 7pm.
Ministry programs and activities for 

all ages — all week — all year!

Come join us in prayer, praise 
and celebration!

www.vannestassembly.org

with someone who has HPV, but inter-
course is the most common way to get 
the virus. There are no visible signs or 
symptoms of HPV infection, so anyone 
can pass the virus along without even 
knowing it.

CDC Now Recommends Two Doses
The good news is, the Centers for 

Disease Control now recommend that 
11- to 12-year-olds get only two doses 
of HPV vaccine – rather than the pre-
viously recommended three doses – 
to protect against cancers caused by 
HPV. The second dose should be given 
6-12 months after the fi rst dose.

Teens and young adults who start 
the series later, at ages 15- through 26- 
years old, will continue to need three 
doses of HPV vaccine to protect against 
cancer-causing HPV infection.

The CDC changed their recommen-
dation for younger children after re-

OPED: by Dr. Walid Michelen 
Should your teen get the HPV 

vaccine? Our doctors say “yes.”
From page 12 viewing data from clinical trials show-

ing two doses of the vaccine produced 
an immune response similar or higher 
than the response in young adults who 
received three doses.

According to the CDC, the HPV vac-
cine is very safe and is effective at pre-
venting HPV. Some people report mild 
side effects immediately after the vac-
cine, such as pain or swelling where 
the shot was given, fever, headache, 
nausea, or muscle pain.

After parents learn of the prevent-
able dangers associated with the HPV 
infection, many decide to give the vac-
cine to their children to make sure 
that they are protected later in life.

Don’t take a chance. Vaccinate your 
sons and daughters this year at their 
annual back-to-school physical.

(Dr. Walid Michelen is chief execu-
tive offi cer and chief medical offi cer 
at NYC Health + Hospitals/Gotham 
Health.)

Call 718.260.2555
..to sell your car in our 
CLASSIFIED SECTIONS 
& get...Real Results!

BY PATRICK ROCCHIO
A project to remove a hazardous 

silt-build up in Throggs Neck’s Ham-
mond Cove now has fi rmed-up work 
dates. 

The study phase for the dredging 
of a waterway bottleneck has been 
pegged for this summer to fall period 
with dredging planned for a three to 
eight week time span from the late fall 
of 2017 to early spring of 2018.

The same project update from the 
NYC City Economic Development 
Corporation and Department of En-
vironmental Conservation dated Au-
gust 2017 states that the dredging is 
subject to regulatory approval and 
will depend on weather and project’s 
fi nal size. 

Senator Jeff Klein, who secured $1.1 
million in state funding for the study 
and dredging, hailed the development.

“The latest update on the Hammond 
Cove dredging project indicates we’re 
continuing to move in the right direc-
tion,” said Klein.  “The NYC (EDC) has 
now presented us with estimated time-
lines and an approximate rendering of 
the area to be dredged.” 

Dredging Hammond Cove has been 
a Community Board 10 capital budget 
request for years. 

Pat Devine, a former CB 10 member 
for four decades, said that the project 
was brought to the senator’s attention 

Firm schedule set for Hammond Cove dredging

at a house party for Klein he hosted 
for the Silver Beach community four 
years ago. 

Devine said that a challenge was 
getting city and state agencies on 
board, and the funding in place. It re-
quired a great deal of persistence. 

“We want to keep them tracked and 
keep them on their word that the com-
pletion of the dredging will be for the 
2018 boating season,” said Devine. 

“The surrounding communities 
are excited and cannot wait for this to 
happen,” said Devine. “It will reduce 
fl ooding in that area and give access 
for emergency boating vehicles.” 

At the lowest tides, it is diffi cult for 
larger boats to make it through a nar-
rowing of the cove near the Locust 
Point Yacht Club, with only a two to 
three foot draft, or clearance for the 
boat’s hulls, said Devine. 

When the work is complete, at low-
est tide there would be a ten-foot draft, 
said Devine. 

Justin Dambinskas, proprietor of 
Hammonds Cove Marina, said that he 
was happy to get something in writing 
from EDC, saying he felt like he was 
‘crying wolf’ when speaking about the 
planned project. 

“We think that three to eight weeks 
are ambiguous, but as long as the work 
is done by March, we are okay with it,” 
said Dambinskas. 

Both Devine and Dambinskas 
thanked the senator for promoting and 
funding the project. 

EDC is involved in the dredging, 
stated an agency spokeswoman, be-
cause the process requires a munici-
pal authority receive the funding al-
location. 

The agency is coordinating the 
project with state agencies, including 
the NYS Department of State, because 
this is required to receive dredging 
permits, she said. 

Locust Point community leader 
Jim McQuade said that runoff from 
the Throgs Neck Bridge is piped into 
shallow water, creating silt nearby. 

He believes some of this runoff re-
sulted in the silting of Hammond Cove, 
and he and his neighbors are calling 
for an environmental study of the wa-
ters off Locust Point, which he said are 
experiencing severe silting.   

The EDC has set a fi rm timetable for the dredging of Hammond Cove. 
 Community News Group / Patrick Rocchio
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BY ARTHUR CUSANO
The future site of a major 

mixed-use development in 
Hunts Point has been secured 
by the city after numerous 
community complaints as it 
awaits demolition. 

Measures have been taken 
by the city to clean up and se-
cure the defunct Spofford De-
tention Center in Hunts Point 
in response to criticisms about 
an uptick in trespassing and 
vandalism. 

The notorious detention 
center, also known as Bridges 
Juvenile Center, was shuttered 
in 2011 following years of com-
plaints and protests from com-
munity leaders over treatment 
of patients, rodent infestations 
and other issues.

Vandalism - most notably 
graffi ti - and squatters had 
become prolifi c at the site, ac-
cording to Councilman Rafael 
Salamanca and Senator Jeff 
Klein, who worked with Com-
munity Board 2 to get the facil-
ity renovated. 

The fence lining the Spof-
ford was littered with holes, 
a roll-down gate was left un-
locked and a door to the com-
plex were left open, allow-
ing trespassers, loiterers and 

Former HP jail secured as it awaits demolition
squatters full access to the 
site, according to the offi cials.

“The community board 
received multiple complaints 
from residents and is pleased 
with the efforts our local 
elected offi cials have made 
to address these complaints,” 
said CB 2 chairman Roberto 
Crespo. 

In late July representatives 
from the NYC Economic De-
velopment Corporation, NYC 
Administration for Children’s 
Services, NYC Department of 
Sanitation and the NYPD be-
gan efforts to improve the fa-
cility and the surrounding 
area.

 Police engaged in several 
sweeps and arrested eight 
trespassers on site. 

City employees patched up 
the fence holes, fi xed the gate 
and once again secured the 
doors. 

Overgrown brush and lit-
ter on the property were also 
removed. 

A Graffi ti-Free NYC truck 
power-washed the graffi ti 
from the walls of the build-
ings. 

“Following a number of 
community complaints over 
the past month about vandals 

breaking into the former jail 
complex, our offi ces worked 
collectively to ensure the city 
was made aware,” Klein said. 
“I’m pleased that in the past 
week the city cleaned up and 
took measures to secure the 
facility.”

The property is still owned 
by ACS, which Salamanca’s 
chief of staff Ryan Monell said 
the councilman and senator 
wanted to see changed sooner 

rather than later.
“We requested they ex-

pedite the process to get the 
building construction moving 
forward fro the new develop-
ment,” Monell said.  

The planned fi ve-building, 
740-unit mixed use project 
will include affordable hous-
ing units, as well as retail, 
community and light indus-
trial space. 

The project is being devel-

oped by Gilbane Development 
Company, Hudson Company 
and Mutual Housing of New 
York. 

As of right now, the prop-
erty is still owned by the 
ACS, said EDC spokeswoman 
Brooke Goren. 

“The project is set to go 
through ULURP this fall and 
we anticipate that demolition 
of the facility will begin early 
next year,” Goren said.

Vandals were succsessful in defacing the shuttered Spofford jail complex by entering unsecured holes in its 
fencing. Photo courtesy of Senator Jeff Klein’s Offi ce

BY ARTHUR CUSANO
A sunny afternoon in Au-

gust should be prime time for 
parkgoers to use Ferry Point 
Park in Throggs Neck, but on 
Thursday, August 10, visitors 
were few and far between.

That could be due, at least 
in part, to the lack of adequate 
restrooms.

Local residents were 
thrilled when the NYC Parks 
Department announced a new 
comfort facility would be built 
in the park last year. 

That facility, located near 
the picnic table area, is ex-
pected to be completed this 
month. 

Unfortunately, the actual 
plumbing and electrical work 
for the facility are not.

“The building’s shell is 
scheduled for completion 
this summer and is on sched-
ule,” said a Parks Department 
spokesperson. “The comfort 
station will be completed in its 
entirety (including plumbing, 
electric and mechanical) by 
the end of this year.”

The spokesman cited 
Wick’s Law, which requires 
separate bid contracts for con-
struction, electrical, HVAC 

Ferry Point Park visitors are still waiting for relief

and plumbing on publicly 
funded projects over $3 mil-
lion, for the delay.

 The project was green 
lighted a decade ago and was 
partly funded by $2 million 
from the Croton Filtration 
Plant Mitigation Funds. 

The few park visitors on 
Thursday, August 10 said they 
did not realize the half-shell 
structure being erected would 
eventually be a restroom facil-
ity. 

“I thought it was a stage,” 
said Bhojkumar Singh, 

a Bronx resident jogging 
through the park. 

Singh said the bathrooms 
would be welcome, since he 
avoids the portable toilets. 

When asked if anything 
else in the park needed work, 
he pointed to the foot-high 
weeds that had taken over 
many of the playing fi elds. 

“That grass is a little high,” 
he said, laughing.

But those that were there 
to picnic with their families 
like Bronx resident Stephanie 
Lopez said they were relieved 

to hear a restroom was being 
built.

“It’s great because I walk 
to those (portables) and I just 
used them and I do not feel 
comfortable in there at all. It’s 
gross. The fact that we have to 
walk from where we are, it’s a 
trip, especially for the kids.”

Angie Rivera, another pic-
nicker at the park with a fam-
ily, agreed.

“It’s a great idea because 
it’s a huge park and you defi -
nitely need facilities, and 
those porta-potties are not it,” 

Rivera said.
Friends of Ferry Point Park 

Dorothy Poggi had lobbied for 
the new restroom facility for 
years. 

She said she did not know 
how close the structure was 
to completion, but stressed 
that the park is used heavily 
on weekends by soccer and 
cricket teams, which play on 
fi elds on the far eastern side of 
the park. 

Poggi said players and their 
families often resort to re-
lieving themselves in nearby 
wooded areas rather than 
walk to the parking lot where 
the portable toilets have been 
installed. 

Despite heavy use, there 
are no plans to renovate the ag-
ing and rusting athletic facili-
ties at the site, but the Parks 
Department has proposed con-
verting 20 acres of parkland 
adjacent to the Trump Links 
at Ferry Point golf course to 
passive parkland that high-
lights its tidal wetlands. 

A competing plan by the 
Trump Organization to use 
the land to expand its 18-hole 
course was rejected last year 
by the city. 

The new restroom facility at Ferry Point Park, formerly expected to open this month, will now open be com-
pleted by the end of the year, according to the parks department. Arthur Cusano
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Affordable Housing for Rent 
EXCELSIOR II 

43 NEWLY CONSTRUCTED UNITS AT 120-126 West 169th Street, Bronx, NY 10452 

  HIGHBRIDGE 
Amenities: Onsite laundry room and indoor/outdoor parking* (*additional fees apply).  
Transit: Train: 4 – Buses: BX11, BX13  
No application fee • No broker’s fee • Smoke-free building • More information: www.excelsiorii.com 

This building is being constructed through the Extremely Low and Low Income/Multifamily New Construction Program of the New York City 
Housing Preservation and Development and Low Income Housing Tax Credit (LIHTC) of the of the New York State Homes and Community 
Renewal. 
 
Who Should 
Apply? 

Individuals or households who meet the income 
and household size requirements listed in the 
table below may apply. Qualified applicants will 
be required to meet additional selection criteria.  
Applicants who live in New York City receive a 
general preference for apartments.  

A percentage of units is set aside for: 
o Mobility-impaired applicants (5%) 
o Vision – or hearing disabled applicants (2%) 

Preference for a percentage of units goes to: 
o Residents of Bronx Community Board 4 (50%) 
o Municipal employees (5%) 

AVAILABLE UNITS AND INCOME REQUIREMENTS 
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Minimum – Maximum4 

Studio  $670 3  1 person $ 24,858 - $ 33,400 

1 bedroom $558 3  
1 person  $ 21,086 - $ 26,720 

$720 2  
1 person  $ 26,640 - $ 33,400 

2 people $ 21,086 - $ 30,560 2 people $ 26,640 - $ 38,200 

2 bedroom  $870 11  

2 people $ 31,818 - $ 38,200 

3 people $ 31,818 - $ 42,950 

4 people $ 31,818 - $ 47,700 
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1
 Units Avail-able  

House-hold 

Size
2
 

Annual Household Income
3
 

Minimum – Maximum4 

1 bedroom $882 11  
1 person  $ 32,195 - $ 40,080 

2 people $ 32,195 - $ 45,840 

2 bedroom $1,065 13  

2 people $ 38,503 - $ 45,840 

3 people $ 38,503 - $ 51,540 

4 people $ 38,503 - $ 57,240 

1 Rent includes gas for cooking. 
2 Household size includes everyone who will live with you, including parents and children. Subject  to occupancy criteria. 
3 Household earnings includes salary, hourly wages, tips, Social Security, child support, and other income. Income guidelines subject to change. 
4 Minimum income listed may not apply to applicants with Section 8 or other qualifying rental subsidies. Asset limits also apply. 

How Do You Apply?  
Apply online or through mail. To apply online, please go to nyc.gov/housingconnect. To request an application by mail, send a self-
addressed envelope to:  Excelsior II, 1465 Nelson Avenue, Suite A, Bronx, NY 10452. Only send one application per development. 
Do not submit duplicate applications. Do not apply online and also send in a paper application. Applicants who submit more than one 
application may be disqualified.
When is the Deadline?  
Applications must be postmarked or submitted online no later than October 17, 2017.  Late applications will not be considered.
What Happens After You Submit an Application?  

After the deadline, applications are selected for review through a lottery process. If yours is selected and you appear to qualify, you will 
be invited to an interview to continue the process of determining your eligibility. Interviews are usually scheduled from 2 to 10 months 
after the application deadline. You will be asked to bring documents that verify your household size, identity of members of your 
household, and your household income. 

Español Presente una solicitud en línea en nyc.gov/housingconnect. Para recibir una traducción de español de este anuncio y la solicitud impresa, 
envíe un sobre con la dirección a: Excelsior II, 1465 Nelson Avenue, Suite A, Bronx, NY 10452. En el reverso del sobre, escriba en 
inglés la palabra “SPANISH.” Las solicitudes se deben enviar en línea o con sello postal antes de 17 de octubre 2017.

nyc.gov/housingconnect Excelsior II, 1465 

Nelson Avenue, Suite A, Bronx, NY 10452 CHINESE

������� ����� ���	�
 �	������ ����� ��������, �	����� �	 �	��: nyc.gov/housingconnect. ��� ��������� �	����� ��������� � �	������ �	 
������� ����� ����	
�� ������ � ���	���� 	������ �� 	����� Excelsior II, 1465 Nelson Avenue, Suite A, Bronx, NY 10452. �	 �	���� 
������� ������	 �	������ ���� “RUSSIAN” �	 	��������� �����. �	��� ������ ���
 ���	�� ���	�� ��� ����	���� �� ��� Excelsior II, 

1465 Nelson Avenue, Suite A, Bronx, NY 10452�� (����	��� �	�� �	 ������� ��������) �� ������� 17 ��	
��
 2017

nyc.gov/housingconnect
Excelsior II, 1465 Nelson Avenue, Suite A, Bronx, NY 10452

 

Kreyòl 
Ayisyien

Aplike sou entènèt sou sitwèb nyc.gov/housingconnect. Pou resevwa yon tradiksyon anons sa a nan lang Kreyòl Ayisyen ak aplikasyon an 
sou papye, voye anvlòp ki gen adrès pou retounen li nan: Excelsior II, 1465 Nelson Avenue, Suite A, Bronx, NY 10452. Nan dèyè 
anvlòp la, ekri mo “HATIAN CREOLE” an Anglè. Ou dwe remèt aplikasyon yo sou entènèt oswa ou dwe tenbre yo anvan dat oktòb 17, 
2017.
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  Mayor Bill de Blasio • HPD Commissioner Maria Torres-Springer • Governor Andrew Cuomo • HCR Commissioner/CEO RuthAnne Visnaukas 

Transportation 
services for seniors

Do you need help getting to and from your 
medical appointments?  Transportation Ser-
vices are available to seniors Monday through 
Friday, 8 a.m. to 4 p.m., in community boards 
9, 10, 11 and 12.

  • Door-to-door service for all medical ap-
pointments

• Courteous, professional drivers
• Clean vehicles
• Handicap accessibility, including wheel-

chair lifts 
For further information, call Mildred Car-

dona, program director of the R.A.I.N. Trans-
portation Program at (718) 882-8513.  

Bus ride to
Sands Casino
On Tuesday, August 22, the Pelham Bay Red 

Hat Divas will sponsor a bus ride to the Sands 
Casino, Bethlehem, PA (90 minute ride).

The Sands Casino has over 200 table 
games and a wide variety of slots.  There 
are restaurants, food court and a buffet.  
Just steps from the casino is an array of de-
signer outlets including Coach, Van Heusen, 
Tommy Hilfi ger, Charming Charlie, Chico’s, 
Bass, Corning and much more.

Bus departs 8:30 a.m. at Ampere Avenue 
and Kennelworth Place; and 8:45 a.m. at 985 
Morris Park Avenue (Morris Park Library).

Get three points on your Sands card and 
you receive $15 in food to take home or eat 
there.  Tickets $40, with a return of $35. Seat-
ing is according to date of payment.

Call  Fran Arico at (718) 828-5073. All are 
welcome.

Home sweet home by Healthy Seniors CliCC
If you’re an older adult 

living on your own, here 
are some things you 
should do to keep your-
self safe at home:

Prevent Falls

• If you have diffi culty 
with walking or balance, 
or have fallen in the past 
year, talk to your doctor 
about having a falls risk 
assessment. 

• Ask your doctor 
about exercises to pre-

vent falls.
• If you have fallen 

before, think about buy-
ing a special alarm that 
you wear as a bracelet or 
necklace so if you fall and 
can’t get to the phone, you 
can push a button that 
will call emergency ser-
vices.

• Don’t rush to answer 
the phone. Carry a cord-
less or cell phone or let an 
answering machine pick 

up.
• Wear non-slip foot-

wear, such as slippers 
with rubber/no-slip bot-
toms or fl at, thin-soled 
shoes that fi t well. 

• If you have a cane 
or a walker, always use 
it instead of holding onto 
walls and furniture.

• Make sure all hall-
ways, stairs and paths 
are well lit and clear of 
objects.

• Use railings when 
going up and down the 
stairs. Never place scat-
ter rugs at the bottom or 
top of stairs.

• Tape all area rugs to 
the fl oor so they do not 
move when you walk on 
them.

Protect Against Fire 

And Related Dangers

• If there is a fi re in 
your home, don’t try to 
put it out. Leave and call 

911. Know at least two 
ways to get out of your 
apartment or home.

• When you’re cook-
ing, don’t wear loose 
clothes or clothes with 
long sleeves

• Replace appliances 
that have damaged elec-
trical cords.

• Don’t put too many 
electric cords into one 
socket or extension cord.

• Make sure you have 
a working smoke detector 
in your home.

• Never smoke in bed 
or leave candles burning, 
even for a short time, in 
an empty room.

• Make sure heaters 
are at least 3 feet away 
from anything that 
can burn. Turn them 

off when you leave the 
room.

Avoid Bathroom

 Hazards

• Make sure the hot 
water is not too hot.  

• Have grab bars in-
stalled in the shower and 
near the toilet. 

• Put rubber mats in 
the bathtub to prevent 
slipping.

• Ask your provider to 
help you get a tub chair or 
bench or raised toilet seat 
if you have trouble get-
ting up. 

 Brought to you by 
Montefi ore Medical 
Group, R.A.I.N. and the 
Hartford Institute for Ge-
riatric Nursing @ NYU, 
based on American Geri-
atric Society materials.
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The 62nd annual Interclub Swim Races swimming tournament was held on Saturday, August 12 at the White Cross Fishing Club. In keep-
ing with the time honored tradition, this year’s participating clubs Manhem Club, the D.A. Beach Club, the American Turners New York, 
the White Cross Fishing Club and Askov Hall competed in maritime races in Eastchester Bay.

Interclub Swim Races A ‘Swimming Success’

The American Turner Club of New York winners 
proudly displayed their medals. 
 Photo by Laura Stone

Senator Jeff Klein with the Girls 8 and 9 cat-
egory winners fi rst place champion , Madison 
Clark (3rd from r), D.A. Beach Club member; 
second place victor Jacklyn Aylward (3rd 
from l), D.A. Beach Club; third place honoree 
Amanda Dzuima (2nd from r), American Turn-
er Club of New York; fourth place winner Jen-
na Pasanicci (r) American Turner Club of New 
York and fi fth place awardee Julia Palazzo 
(2nd from l), Manhem Club. Photo by Laura Stone

Interclub Association Committee members with 
Senator Klein (back, c) Photo by Laura Stone

Joanie Gardiner-Vareta swam in the Ladies Over 60 
category. Photo by Laura Stone

Manhem Club’s Ron Watson (back, 2nd from l) cel-
ebrated with Askov Hall members. 
 Photo by Laura Stone

Representatives from winning teams included fi rst 
place champions Manhem Club, second place victor 
D.A. Beach Club, third place honoree American Turn-
er Club of New York, fourth place winner White Cross 
Fishing Club and fi fth place awardee Askov Hall. 
 Photo by Laura Stone

This year’s Men’s 16-18 years winners were Brian 
Cassidy (l), Manhem Club member and Bill Corean, 
D.A. Beach Club member. Photo by Laura Stone

(l-r) D.A. Beach Club members Jillian Dunn; Madison Clark, fi rst place 
girls 8 and 9 champion and Jacklyn Aylward, second place girls 8 and 
9 victor. Photo by Laura Stone
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Bronx YMCA
Bon Appétit Fundraiser 

�����������	��
�������������
honoring

Gary Axelbank
Rosemary DeLuca

Demetris Giannoulias 
Chairman & CEO, Spring Bank 

Nalini Singh 
Principal at Antonia Pantoja Preparatory Academy

Thursday, September 7, 2017
6:00pm - 9:00pm

Unlimited Food and Wine Tasting 

Bronx YMCA
2 Castle Hill Avenue, Bronx, NY 10473

R.S.V.P.  -  718.789.9736, ext. 209  •  deadams@ymcanyc.org

Ticket Price  -  $100 per person

SPONSORED BY
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BY BOB GUILIANO
A Con Edison project cur-

rently underway in Morris 
Park  will replace about four 
miles of gas mains by its esti-
mated completion date in late 
November, according to a Con 
Edison spokesman.

“Currently, we are target-
ing streets with schools to com-
plete the work there prior to the 
commencement of the school 
year in September,” said Sid-
ney Alvarez, a media manager 
at Con Edison.

While Con Edison has been 
digging up streets and laying 
down metal plates to cover the 
trenches, area residents have 
had to park up to six blocks 
away from their homes, accord-
ing to Al D’Angelo, president of 
Morris Park Community Asso-
ciation.

D’Angelo said he would like 
alternate side of the street park-
ing suspended along the af-
fected streets so residents will 
have more parking spots.

However Community Board 
11 is going all out and putting 
in a request to the NYC De-
partment of Sanitation to per-
manently end alternate side of 
the street parking in the area, 
according to Jeremy Warneke, 
district manager.

ConEd replacing 4 miles of gas mains in MP
“(NYC Department of 

Transportation) puts up the 
signs at the request of DSNY, 
Warneke said.”

Con Edison is working the 
Morris Park/Van Nest jobs at 
the following locations:

• Neill Avenue between Mul-
liner Avenue and Hering Av-
enue

• Rhinelander Avenue be-
tween Bronxdale Avenue and 
Radcliff Avenue

• Rhinelander Avenue be-
tween Paulding Avenue and 
Yates Avenue

• Brady Avenue and Radcliff 
Avenue

• Bogart Avenue between 
Neill Avenue and Morris Park 
Avenue

• Radcliff Avenue between 
Neill Avenue and Morris Park 
Avenue

• Colden Avenue between Ly-
dig Avenue and Neill Avenue

• Paulding Avenue between 
Lydig Avenue and Neill Ave-
nue

• Hone Avenue between Ly-
dig Avenue and Rhinelander 
Avenue

• Lrting Avenue between 
Lydig Avenue and Rhinelander 
Avenue

• Haight Avenue between 
Lydig Avenue and Rhinelander 

Avenue
• Tomlinson Avenue be-

tween Lydig Avenue and 
Rhinelander Avenue

• Williamsbridge Avenue 
between Lydig Avenue and 
Rhinelander Avenue

• Yates Avenue between Ly-
dig Avenue and Rhinelander 
Avenue

 “In terms of community out-
reach, we have sent out the no-
tices prior to starting work and 
we’ve been in constant contact 
with Community Board 11 and 
area elected offi cials,” Alvarez 
said. “We’ve also sent represen-
tatives who attended and spoke 
before the Morris Park Com-

munity Association.”
According to a May 2 work 

notice sent to residents from 
Con Edison, it is upgrading the 
gas service in these locations 
from Monday, May 8, through 
late November:

• Morris Park Avenue be-
tween White Plains Road and 
Bronxdale Avenue

• Kinsella Street between 
Matthews and Bronxdale av-
enues

• Holland Avenue between 
Rhinelander and Van Nest av-
enues

• Hunt Avenue between 
Rhinelander and Van Nest av-
enues

• Wallace Avenue between 
Rhinelander and Van Nest av-
enues

• Barnes Avenue between 
Rhinelander and Van Nest av-
enues

• Matthews Avenue between 
Rhinelander and Van Nest av-
enues

• Muliner Avenue between 
Rhinelander and Van Nest av-
enues

The work has been sched-
uled to take place weekdays 7 
a.m. to 6 p.m. and Saturdays 8 
a.m. to 6 p.m.

Residents were advised to 
expect street closures, parking 
restrictions, sidewalk closure, 
service interruptions and traf-
fi c obstruction.

According to a March 20 
work notice, Con Edison is also 
upgrading the gas service in 
these locations from March 22 
through late November:

• Colden Avenue between 
Lydig and Neill avenues

• Neill Avenue between 
Colden Avenue and Hone av-
enues

Residents were advised to 
expect parking restrictions, 
temporary pedestrian walk-
ways, temporary lane clo-
sures, noise and work near 
schools.

ConEd continues working on gas line projects on streets in Morris Park. 
Here metal plates covering newly dug ditches are laid along the street 
on Williamsbridge Road off Rhinelander on Friday, August 11. 
 Community News Group/Bob Guiliano

BY ROBERT WIRSING
Renovations are planned 

for a 77-year-old Allerton play-
ground. 

On Tuesday, August 8, Bor-
ough President Ruben Diaz, 
Jr.; Senator Jeff Klein and 
Councilman Ritchie Torres 
joined Bronx Parks Commis-
sioner Iris Rodriguez-Rosa 
at Waring Playground to an-
nounce the joint allocation 
of $3.6 million to reconstruct 
portions of the park.

“Our city parks are valu-
able assets to the community 
and the residents we serve de-
serve a clean, safe and mod-
ernized recreational space to 
gather with friends and fami-
lies,” expressed Klein.

Commissioner Rodriguez-
Rosa is excited for Waring 
Playground’s renovation.

“We can’t wait to start 
transforming this playground 
into a space the Allerton com-
munity deserves,” she shared.

Rodriguez-Rosa noted 
the NYC Parks Department 
will design the 0.62 acre play-
ground with residents’ input 

Waring Playground to get $3.6 million face lift
ensuring it fulfi lls their vi-
sion.

This year, Diaz will allo-
cate approximately $10 mil-
lion to nine borough parks in-
cluding Waring Playground, 
Seton Park, Kossuth Play-
ground, Starlight Park, Wood-
lawn Playground, Owen Do-
len Recreation Center, Bronx 
Children’s Museum, High-
bridge Park Step Street and 
the Harlem River Greenway 
Promenade.

“As we work to build a 
healthier Bronx through our 
‘#Not62’ campaign, we must 
make sure that our shared rec-
reational spaces are in good 
condition and inviting to the 
public so that more and more 
Bronxites of all ages will take 
advantage of them,” said Diaz.

“The residents have waited 
far too long for renovations 
to Waring Playground to get 
underway,” said Torres. “We 
are proud to announce that 
through our joint collabora-
tion fi nancial resources have 
been allocated so that the play-
ground and basketball courts 

can get necessary upgrades.”
While the project hasn’t 

been offi cially scoped, some 
potential improvements in-
clude new playground equip-
ment, new safety surfacing 
throughout the playground, 
new benches, an improved 
spray shower area and im-
proved landscaping.

A Parks spokeswoman said 
a fall 2017 community scope 
meeting will engage residents 
on what improvements they 
would prefer at Waring Play-
ground. A specifi c date hasn’t 

been determined.
The project’s progress 

is viewable via Parks’ Capi-
tal Project Tracker at www.
nycgovparks.org/planning-
and-building/capital-project-
tracker. Waring Playground 
is under the Proposed Proj-
ects tab as projects don’t offi -
cially begin until Parks holds 
a scope meeting.

“When I attended the cer-
emony last Tuesday at War-
ing Playground, I noticed how 
beaten up the park was,” said 
Anthony Vitaliano, Commu-

nity Board 11 chairman. “Any-
thing that can help improve 
this playground, I’m for it.”

Waring Playground and 
Waring Avenue are named for 
Robert Payne Waring’s daugh-
ter, Maria Waring who was a 
local landowner between 1859 
and 1872.

The playground, located 
in Bronx Park at the corner 
of Bronx Park East and War-
ing Avenue, occupies an area 
bordering the former Pierre 
Lorillard and Company’s 
snuff mill.

The mill opened in 1792 and 
produced more tobacco and 
snuff than any other Ameri-
can factory in the late 1800s.

The company relocated to 
New Jersey in 1870 and Parks 
acquired the building in 1937 
to utilize as a restaurant for 
the New York Botanical Gar-
den.

Opening on September 28, 
1939, Waring Playground was 
one of many playgrounds con-
structed during NYC Parks 
Commissioner Robert Moses’ 
tenure from 1934 to 1960.

(l-r) Borough President Diaz, Senator Klein, Councilman Torres and An-
thony Vitaliano presented two hefty ceremonial checks for Waring Play-
ground’s renovation. Photo by Aracelis Batista
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(l-r) Council District 13 Democratic candidates Marjorie Velazquez, John Doyle, Assembly-
man Gjonaj and Egidio Sementilli and Republican candidate John Cerini spoke at the forum.
 Photo by Ray Maldonado

The Allerton International Merchants Association hosted the 13th Council District candi-
dates at a public forum on Tuesday, August 8 at The Sanz Banquet Hall. Guests were able to 
meet the candidates and learn how they stand on issues affecting the local community.

THE SANZ HOSTS 13TH COUNCIL FORUM

Tyrone Ancient Order of Hibernians president Gerry McGeough (c) with the four new mem-
bers. Photo courtesy of Tyrone County Board AOH

The Tyrone Ancient Order of Hibernians inducted four new members into the Dr. Maginn 
Division 751 in Omagh, Ireland on Thursday, August 10. The new members marched in the 
Ancient Order of Hibernians Feast of the Assumption Demonstration in Donegal Town on 
Sunday, August 13.

TYRONE AOH INDUCTS NEW MEMBERS

The Caped Crusader met with superheroes-in-training Bianca (l) 
and Kaitlyn Barrios and Jaidan Carter. Photo by Aracelis Batista

Throggs Neck residents Jaidan Carter and his friend Kaitlyn Bar-
rios got a surprise visit from Batman on Wednesday, August 9. The 
World’s Greatest Detective traveled all the way from Gotham City to 
meet seven-year-old Carter, who is diagnosed with neuroblastoma, 
and six-year-old Barrios, who created a lemonade stand to raise 
funds for Carter’s medical bills.

BATMAN VISITS BOY FIGHTING CANCER

Councilman Andy King (front, r) led many Bronxites in the Community Engagement Parade. 
 Photo courtesy of Councilman Andy King’s Offi ce

Bronxites attended the second annual Bronx 12th Council District Community Engagement Parade on Saturday, Au-
gust 5 at the intersection of Eastchester Avenue and East Gun Hill Road. The parade culminated into the fi fth annual 
12th Council District Community Engagement Day event featuring music, games and Catholic Charities HomeBase 
exhibitors at Evander Childs High School’s football fi eld.

ENGAGEMENT PARADE & DAY CELEBRATED

Approximately 570 cadets lined the decks of the 
Empire State VI as it docked at the college follow-
ing its global summer tour. 
 Photo by Ray Maldonado

The Empire State VI returned to SUNY Maritime 
College with its 570 cadets from a summer sea 
term on Friday, August 11. The trip was a vital part 
of the cadets’ education for careers in the com-
mercial shipping industry and a requirement for 
them to earn their U.S. Coast Guard licenses. The 
cadets traveled to Portugal, Italy, the Canary Is-
lands and Spain this summer.

EMPIRE STATE VI 
RETURNS FROM SEA
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Restaurant & Bar
4029 East Tremont A 0

The Wicked Wolf
We Now Deliver 7 Days A Week!

ADVANCE TICKETS

$15
TICKETS AT DOOR

$20

SATURDAY, AUGUST 26

YOU’VE 
HEARD THE 

HYPE

NOW COME 
WATCH THE 

FIGHT
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(back, l-r) John Lanci, former District commander; Guy Richardson, Post 
253 commander; Colleen McCarthy, former County commander; Judy 
Lanci, Auxiliary president and Anthony Ferrara (front, c), former Post 253 
commander. Photo courtesy of Judy Lanci

The Theodore Korony American Legion Post 253 and the American Le-
gion Ladies Auxiliary recently hosted its second annual Belly Bomber 
Bingo at the James J. Peters VA Medical Center. The patients enjoyed a 
fun evening of bingo, White Castle burgers and winning New York Yankee 
hats and oversized Bronx Bombers towels, word search puzzle books and 
Canteen Books.  

KORONY’S BELLY BOMBER BINGO AT VA

(l-r) Andy Tricolors, Boston Market area manager; Phil Cardone, Bronx 
Chamber of Commerce Grants and Events director and Stephen J. III, 
Boston Market executive director proudly displayed a hefty ceremonial 
check for Mercy Center. Photo by Aracelis Batista

Boston Market celebrated the grand opening of its newest Bronx res-
taurant on Friday, August 11 at 29 Hugh J. Grant Circle which formerly 
housed Zaro’s Bread Basket. Following the ribbon-cutting ceremony, 
Mercy Center was presented a generous $2,000 donation courtesy of 
Boston Market.

BOSTON MARKET OPENS
IN PARKCHESTER

Scholar Tiana Higgins (c) received congratulations from her mother Charlene Malone and Michael T. Troncone, 
Calvary Hospital Human Resources vice president. Photo courtesy of Calvary Hospital

Calvary Hospital recently awarded the 2017 Eddie Higgins Scholarship to Tiana Webber, a recent Preston High 
School graduate, in recognition of her academic excellence, fi nancial need and for demonstrating the determi-
nation and spirit of Eddie Higgins. Webber dreams of one day becoming a physician specializing in pediatrics.

CALVARY HONORS SCHOLAR TIANA WEBBER

In Concrete Plant Park food was free for the taking at an old construction barge reinvented as a fl oating garden 
complete with vegetables, apple trees and fragrant herbs giving Bronxites a chance to pick fresh, organic food. 
Part fl oating garden, artwork and community organizing project, the barge called SWALE is currently docked 
at the Bronx River and open Friday to Sunday this August from 1 to 7 p.m. The barge will move to Hudson River 
Park from Friday, September 15 to Wednesday, November 15.

FLOATING GARDEN AT CONCRETE PLANT PARK

(l-r) Naseem Haamid, lead youth organizer; Amanda McDonald Crowley; Leenda Bonilla, Partnership for Parks 
and visitors Kai Yao, Feng Gui Fang and Xuyue Mei at the SWALE. Photo by Aracelis Batista
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“Look as beautiful as you are….”

FillersBotox

Offering
the latest in

Laser Hair Removal     

Botox   

Fillers 

Scleratherapy 

Skin Peel

Electrolysis

Hormone Replacement Therapy

hCG Weight Loss Program

Important Safety Information
What is KYBELLA®
KYBELLA® is a prescription medi-
cine used in adults to improve the 
appearance and profile of moderate 
to severe fat below the chin (submen-
tal fat), also called “double chin.” It 
is not known if KYBELLA® is safe 
and effective for use outside of the 
submental area and in children less 
than 18 years of age
Please see additional Important 
Safety Information inside.

Bothered by the 
fullness* beneath 

your chin?

Got Hair?
M E DIC A L  A E S TH E TIC S

3611A East Tremont Ave., Bronx, NY
347-281-5576

The life and times of Mafi a insider 
Phoebe Jacobs, who was born and 
reared in the Bronx, will be the subject 
of a historic lecture by Hugh Wyatt; 
former staff music columnist and critic 
for the New York Daily News for nearly 
30 years. The lecture will take place at 
Bronx Library Center, 310 E. Kings-
bridge Road, on Saturday, September 
9 at 2.30 p.m. and will be followed by 
a book signing of biography Phoebe’s 
Fantasy.

Phoebe’s Fantasy, focuses on the 
turbulent life of jazz impresario Phoebe 
Jacobs, a mafi a confi dant who helped 
rescue jazz from near-extinction and 
became a godsend for the music’s 
founders. The book charts the roles 
Jacobs, the Jewish Mafi a and pioneer-
ing African American jazz musicians 
played during the early 20th century in 
fostering perhaps the fi rst movement 
of racial integration in America.

The book also highlights the part 
that Jacobs, the daughter of an Eastern 
European Jewish gangster, performed 
in helping to create a blueprint for mod-
ern feminism—half a century earlier 
than has been acknowledged.

In addition, the biography reveals 
the deep, often unacknowledged and 
unknown ties between Jews and blacks, 
as well as jazz itself, in the early days 
of New Orleans though the year 2012. 
It touches on Jacobs’ personal and pro-
fessional struggles, and how she over-
came them.

Author Hugh Wyatt is a former bass 
player who started his career with 
Gladys Knight and the Pips in his na-
tive Atlanta, GA. Wyatt wrote the liner 
notes for the Grammy-winning al-
bum, New York Scene by Art Blakey. 
A founder and former board member 
of WBLS, WLIB and 17 other radio sta-
tions during the 1960s and 1970s, Wyatt 
additionally served as the founder, edi-
tor and publisher of The Medical Her-
ald and The Spiritual Herald newspa-
pers during the 1980s through the year 
2008.

The book is published by Kamama 
Books, a new publishing company 
based in New York City that targets 
off-beat stories in the realms of music, 
race, politics and spirituality.

The second book by Kamama, soon 
to be released, is a biography on attor-
ney and civil rights activist Sanford 
Rubenstein. Later in the year, an au-
thorized biography of tenor saxophone 
great, Sonny Rollins, entitled Meditat-
ing on a Riff, will be available.

Also authored by Wyatt, the work 
will not only highlight Rollins’ contri-
butions as a jazz pioneer, but will also 
focus on his journey into spirituality. 
He has explored yoga, Buddhism and 
other fi elds of spirituality, all of which 
have played important roles in the de-
velopment of his music.

Jacobs was unquestionably the 

most powerful woman ever in jazz. She 
used her infl uence and connections to 
organized crime to further the careers 
of jazz innovators Eubie Blake, Louis 
Armstrong, Duke Ellington, Ella 
Fitzgerald, Benny Goodman, Sarah 
Vaughan, Peggy Lee, Della Reese, Jon 
Hendricks, Sy Oliver, Dave Brubeck, 
Wynton Marsalis and many others.

Focusing on how the Jewish Mafi a 
seized control of the jazz industry from 
the Irish, the Italian, and other orga-
nized crime groups, the book provides 
an overview of how the different gangs 
came together unwittingly to promote 
integration as well as rescuing jazz—
America’s only true original art form.

In addition, the book reveals how 
African American jazz musicians and 
Jewish feminists together took on the 
Mafi as, persuading these gangsters to 
treat them with respect and admira-
tion. These two groups essentially ca-
joled the mafi as and made them reluc-
tant allies in the battle to protect and 
enhance jazz.

Their efforts unquestionably helped 
to improve the plight of African Amer-
icans, Eastern European Jews and 
other immigrant groups—all of whom 
suffered harsh racial and religious dis-
crimination.

Equally important, Phoebe’s Fan-
tasy praises countries in Europe and 
Asia—namely France and Japan—for 
providing not only fi nancial support, 
but also offering refuge for African 
American musicians during the 1920s 
and in subsequent years in order to es-
cape the racial problems they encoun-
tered in America.

Phoebe’s Fantasy is now available 
in print and as an e-book. It is available 
to purchase on kamamabooks.com, as 
well as on amazon.com.

* * *

The Kiwanis Club of Hartsdale 
will sponsor its Annual Carnival 
Fundraiser at Webb Field,     Presser 
Park, Central Park  Avenue, Harts-
dale, beginning on Thursday, August 
31 and continuing through  Labor Day  
Monday,  September 4.  The carnival of-
fers an array of rides for kids, arcade 
games, and carnival food.

Hartsdale Kiwanis provides schol-
arships to local high school seniors, 
sends young children to summer camp, 
donates to local community organiza-
tions, donates backpacks loaded with 
supplies to elementary school students, 
and provides Thanksgiving baskets for 
the needy.   

For information call Claudia White 
at (914) 949-8073

Carnival schedule: Thursday, Au-
gust 31, 6 to 10 p.m.; Friday, September 
1, 6 to 10 or 11 p.m.; Saturday, Septem-
ber 2,  2 to 10 or 11 p.m.; Sunday, Sep-
tember 3, 2 to 10 or 11 p.m.; and Mon-
day, September 4,       2 to 9 p.m. (Labor 
Day).

Historic lecture at 
Bronx Library Center
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The streets of Fordham were alive with mu-
sic when the Fordham Road Business Im-
provement District hosted Fordham Fever 
Fridays - Feel the Music on Friday, August 4 
at Muller Park and Plaza. Co-sponsored by 
council members Ritchie Torres and Fernan-
do Cabrera, the festival featured live music, 
dancing, arts and crafts, food and refresh-
ments and carnival attractions.

FORDHAM FEVER
 FRIDAYS A

MUSICAL TREAT

Frankie Fuentes enjoyed the music and re-
freshments. Photo by Silvio Pacifi co

(left) Wanda and Jose provided cold drinks 
during a very hot Fordham Fever Friday. 
 Photo by Silvio Pacifi co

Chris and Cassie Santiago played on a giant 
key board. Photo by Silvio Pacifi co

Borough President Ruben Diaz, Jr. and Assemblyman Mark Gjonaj met with Throggs Neck Houses tenants and NYCHA representatives on Wednesday, August 9 to discuss the recent gas 
outage and other quality of life issues impacting 70 apartments.

BOROUGH PRESIDENT DIAZ, ASSEMBLYMAN GJONAJ ADDRESS GAS OUTAGE

(l-r) Lydia Torres; Assemblyman Gjonaj; Monique Johnson, Throggs Neck Houses Resident 
Council president and Borough President Diaz met before speaking to residents. 
 Photo by Ray Maldonado

(l-r) Ms. Parker, Diaz, Assemblyman Gjonaj and Lydia Torres asked questions about the tim-
ing of gas repairs to the Throggs Neck Houses. 
 Photo by Ray Maldonado

Assemblywoman Latoya Joyner, 161st Street Business Improvement District and community volunteers helped revitalize Nelson Playground as part of Joyner’s innovative month-long 
outreach initiative on Thursday, August 10. Joyner and several other volunteers raked leaves, collected and discarded trash, repainted fences and painted over graffi ti at the local park.

ASSEMBLYWOMAN JOYNER HOSTS PARK PRIDE ACTIVITIES

Assemblywoman Joyner (4th row, c), 161st Street BID volunteers and the High Bridge Advisory Council staff and children were ready to clean 
up Nelson Playground. Photo by Silvio Pacifi co

Assemblywoman Joyner and 161st Street BID 
volunteers Tyreke Prencice (l) and Tajmere 
Gantt helped revitalize Nelson Playground. 
 Photo by Silvio Pacifi co
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1001 Castle Hill Avenue 
Bronx, NY 10472

718-319-1200

Come Watch 
all of 

The NFL Games 
on our 

Large Screen 
TV’s...

   
   
   

Daily 
Special

$3 
Mimosas

Happy Hour 
Daily

4pm – 7pm
$5 

Mixed Drinks...

Many Party Packages 

To Choose From!

OPEN BREAKFAST, LUNCH AND DINNER 7 DAYS A WEEK UNTIL 2AM!
FREE Delivery! (3 Mile Radius)

DJ Spinning 
Every Friday and Saturday Night 

8pm – 12pm
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The Zerega community enjoyed some great summertime fun at the annual Glebe Avenue 
Summer Block Party on Saturday, August 12 at Glebe Avenue between Westchester and Lyon 
avenues.

GLEBE AVENUE SUMMER BLOCK PARTY

Event organizer Bob Bieder (back, 3rd from l) with Glebe Avenue residents. 
 Photo by Water Pofeldt

Dancers got the crowd hyped as Jadakiss and Lil’ Cease performed. 
 Photo by Devon Watson

Rapper Jadakiss performed at the City Parks Foundation’s SummerStage show on Sunday, 
August 6 at Tremont Park. Joining the Yonkers native was rapper Lil’ Cease for a free con-
cert performance in which hundreds of fans attended.

JADAKISS PERFORMS AT TREMONT PARK

The Shooting 4 Peace Celebrity Basketball Game was a ‘slam dunk’ on Friday, August 4 at Lehman College’s APEX.

SHOOTING 4 PEACE CELEBRITY BASKETBALL GAME

(l-r) Dr. Ted Sutton from HBO’s ‘The Wire’; Reggie Brown, Philly Eagles; Greg Harrell; LA Raiders USA Bobsled team members; Ray Sydnor, 
Philly Eagles 1992 president and Shooting 4 Peace founder; NBA legend Nate ‘Tiny’ Archibald and Councilman Andy King. 
 Photo by Miriam Quin

NBA legend Nate ‘Tiny’ Archibald auto-
graphed Geo Bonnie Taylor’s sports shirt. 
 Photo by Miriam Quin

Assemblyman Mark Gjonaj (back, 2nd from l), (front, l-r) Frankie Figueroa; Marlena Wright; co-owners Sheetal Deo and Sanmeet Deo; Suzanna Komona; Jumar Grullon; Phil Cardone, Bronx 
Chamber of Commerce Grants and Events director; Andre Coulter and Senator Jeff Klein celebrated I Love Kickboxing’s grand opening. Photo by Walter Pofeldt

I Love Kickboxing celebrated the grand 
opening of its fi rst franchise in the Bronx on 
Saturday, August 12 at 2007 Colonial Avenue. 
Based on the successful nationwide model, 
the studio incorporates the workouts of pro-
fessional fi ghters while making them acces-
sible and fun for all fi tness levels. The studio 
opens Monday and Wednesday from 1:30 to 
10 p.m., Tuesday and Thursday from 6 a.m. to 
10 p.m., Friday 12:30 to 9 p.m. and Saturday 
8 a.m. to 4 p.m. For more information, call 
(718) 701-8855.

I LOVE KICKBOXING
 GRAND OPENING



FIRM
QUEEN MATTRESS

$9999

PILLOW TOP
QUEEN MATTRESS

$29999

SAVE $60 OFF
Our Low Price of $359.99

MEMORY FOAM
QUEEN MATTRESS

$39999

SAVE $275 OFF
Our Low Price of $674.99

Minimum purchase of $2,499 with your Mattress Firm credit 
card. 72 Equal Monthly Payments required. 

0%APR 
FOR6 YEARS *

NO CREDIT NEEDED
See store for details.

OR

WORK HARD. SLEEP HARDER.

FREE ADJUSTABLE BASE**

With select mattress purchases of $1299.99 and above. Up to an $1198 value.

Your favorite shows just got easier to binge-watch.

is 
now

MF46_NYC_WRAP_8.18_BKN_COMMUNITY_1



$34 Per Month**†

48 Months 
0% APR*

$1599.99 
Total to Pay

+ FREE 
ADJUSTABLE 
BASE**

EXCLUSIVELY AT 

$41 Per Month**†

72 Months 
0% APR*

$2949.99 
Total to Pay

+ SAVE 
$500

EXCLUSIVELY AT 

LABOR DAY SALE SNEAK PEEK

 

Experience the latest in 
Cooling Technology.

$39 Per Month**†

36 Months 
0% APR*

$1399.99 
Total to Pay

+ FREE 
BOX 
SPRING†*

EXCLUSIVELY AT 
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LX510 LX640

+ FREE 
ADJUSTABLE 
BASE**

$46 Per Month**†

72 Months 
0% APR*

$3299.99 
Total to Pay

The leading memory 
foam has met its match.

There’s a reason two out of three people 
choose the DreamBed Lux. Now you 

can rest easier on the new and exclusive, 
reinvented memory foam mattress that 

uses patented memory foam coils to bring 
you superior temperature control and 

unmatched pressure relief.

EXCLUSIVELY AT 

EXCLUSIVELY AT 

+ FREE 
ADJUSTABLE 
BASE**

$39 Per Month**†

72 Months 
0% APR*

$2799.99 
Total to Pay

EXCLUSIVELY AT 
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WAKE UP TO A NEW
SCHOOL YEAR

CUSHION FIRM
QUEEN MATTRESS

$39999

NEW LOW PRICE

0% APR: 5 years* with a minimum purchase $1999, 4 years* with a minimum purchase of $1499, 3 years* with a minimum purchase of $1299, 2 years* with a minimum purchase of $999 on your Mattress Firm credit card. 60, 48, 36 or 24 equal monthly 
payments required. *Off er valid 8/16/17-9/12/17 and applies only to single-receipt qualifying purchases. No interest will be charged on promo purchase and equal monthly payments are required equal to initial promo purchase amount divided equally by the 
number of months in promo period until promo is paid in full. The equal monthly payment will be rounded to the next highest whole dollar and may be higher than the minimum payment that would be required if the purchase was a non-promotional purchase. 
Regular account terms apply to non-promotional purchases. For new accounts: Purchase APR is 29.99%; Minimum Interest Charge is $2. Existing cardholders should see their credit card agreement for their applicable terms. Subject to credit approval. **†All 
monthly payments are rounded up to the nearest whole dollar. Monthly payment is based on purchase price alone excluding tax and delivery charges. Credit purchases subject to credit approval. Other transactions may aff ect the monthly payment. Total to pay 
amount refl ects total for queen mattresses. **Free Adjustable Off er: Off er valid 8/16/17-9/12/17. Receive a free LP50 adjustable base with select mattress purchases $1299.99 and above. Free adjustable base off er valid on same size mattress purchased. Free adjustable 
base off er valid to complete mattress set and cannot be used as credit or combined with any other off er, coupon or discounts. Off er valid while supplies last. See store for complete details. †††Free delivery valid on purchases of $599.99 and above. On available products 
in local delivery areas. Not available for online purchases. Off er valid 8/16/17-9/12/17. *†Free Box Spring Off er: Off er valid 8/16/16-8/22/17. Receive a free matching standard or low profi le box spring with the purchase of select mattresses from Serta iComfort or Beautyrest 
Recharge. Free box spring off er valid on same size mattress purchased. Free box spring off er valid to complete mattress set and cannot be used as credit or combined with any other off er, coupon or discounts. See store for complete details. ***Back to School Promo: 
Off er valid 7/17/17-8/22/17. Receive special savings on select mattresses and accessories with valid school I.D. School I.D. applies to valid student, faculty, administrator, or staff  identifi cation card. Has no cash value. Not valid online or on previous purchases. See store for 
complete details. ††Our Low Price Guarantee: We will beat any advertised price by 10% or your purchase is free if you fi nd the same or comparable mattress set advertised for less than your invoiced price within 100 days. See store for details. Our Low Price Guarantee 
does not apply to Serta iComfort, clearance merchandise, fl oor models, vendor roll backs/rebates, special purchases, promotional items, door busters, discontinued merchandise, or any MAP products. Some products are at the manufacturer’s minimum selling price 
and further reductions cannot be taken. Merchandise off ered for sale on auction sites (i.e. eBay, craigslist, etc.) is excluded. See store for details. In-store dollar savings range from $50-$500. We invite you to ask about any individual prices. Product and selection may 
vary from store to store. Photography is for illustration purposes only and may not refl ect actual product. Mattress Firm, Inc. strives for accuracy in our advertising, but errors in pricing and/or photography may occur. Mattress Firm reserves the right to correct any such 
errors. Store hours may vary by location. Unless otherwise indicated, off ers valid 8/16/17-8/22/17 or while supplies last at your local Mattress Firm. See store for complete details.

1-800-MAT-FIRM MATTRESSFIRM.COM OVER 3500 STORE LOCATIONSVISIT YOUR NEAREST  | STORE HOURS: MON - SAT 10AM - 8PM • SUN 12PM - 6PM

FIRM
QUEEN MATTRESS

$29999

SAVE $350 OFF
Our Low Price of $649.99

OVER

50OFF

DON’T WAIT...OUR LOW 
PRICE IS GUARANTEED FOR 

100 DAYS OR IT’S FREE††

OVER 15
QUEEN 

MATTRESSES
UNDER

$69999

PILLOW TOP
QUEEN MATTRESS

$50999

SAVE $100 OFF
Our Low Price of $609.99

LIMITED EDITION

LUXURY FIRM
QUEEN MATTRESS

$60999

SAVE $100 OFF
Our Low Price of $709.99

LIMITED EDITION

PILLOW TOP
QUEEN MATTRESS

$19999

NEW LOW PRICE

Everything you loved, plus even more.is 
now

FREE DELIVERY†††

With select mattress purchases.
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The New Rochelle Chamber of 
Commerce hosted their Annual In-
stallation Ceremony on Wednesday, 
June 28, where the new members 
of the Chamber of Commerce were 
sworn in. It was held at The New 
Dawn Foundation’s breathtaking lo-
cation at The Oaks on the Long Island 
Sound at 590 Davenport Avenue, New 
Rochelle. 

The Chamber of Commerce of New 
Rochelle for 95 years has aided in fos-
tering the economic growth and pros-
perity of its members, and connect-
ing them with entrepreneurs, leaders 
and executives of the board. 

The executives of the board are 
members of the chamber that have 
helped to promote the members of the 
chamber’s businesses through refer-
rals and who meet regularly. Both old 
and new members were in attendance 
where the Honorable Susan Kett-
ner offi ciated and Deputy Mayor, Liz 
Fried represented the City of New Ro-
chelle at the ceremony.

The new executive board is as fol-
lows: 

President of the board, Rob Hayes, 
general manager and part-owner of 
The Beechmont Tavern; vice presi-

New Rochelle Chamber changes regime
dent, John Lanser III, commercial 
and residential real estate agent of 
Coldwell Banker; treasurer, Vincent 
Fasano, general manager of Riverside 
Memorial Chapel; secretary, Sharon 
Schaefer, accounting consultant and 
owner of Creative Bookkeeping So-
lutions; vice president of Commerce, 
Louis Iacopetta, president and owner 
of LJI Wealth Management; vice pres-
ident of retail, Alex Grantcharov, fi -
nancial planner at Edward Jones.  
The immediate past president, Frank 
Miceli, owner of MinuteMan Press 
International, Inc will remain on the 
board of directors.  

The board of directors also in-
cludes Carol Barrella of the Town 
Planner, Ciro Chechile of Caly Ser-
vices & Janitorial Supply, Cooper Col-
well of H.E.Colwell & Sons, Andrew 
Feigenbaum of MassMutual, Bennie 
Giles, City Clerk of the City of New 
Rochelle, Alex Grantcharov of Ed-
ward Jones, Ibanessa Hogan of Mas-
terpiece Accounting, Bob Marrone, 
morning show host of Good Morning 
Westchester on WVOX and former ex-
ecutive director of the Chamber, Sean 
McLean of Renaissance Downtown, 
Aaron Soury of  A Neuman Associ-

ates, Phyllis Shelton of iPower Global 
Solutions and Albert Tarantino, City 
Councilman of the City of New Ro-
chelle and owner of Talner Jewelers.

At the ceremony, the Chamber 
of Commerce expressed gratitude 
to Miceli for his dedication, guid-
ance and support during his tenure 
as president of the Chamber of Com-
merce and his steadfast assistance 
with the Thanksgiving Day Parade. 
The chamber also thanked its out-
going board members for their work 
and commitment.  In addition, the 
chamber welcomed and encouraged 
their new board to help carry the City 
of New Rochelle through the upcom-
ing economic development.  

Jennifer Lanser, acting executive 
director, said “The chamber is ener-
gized to have Rob Hayes as its new 
president because he brings a great 
deal of knowledge of the restaurant 
industry and, with the economic de-
velopment, we are sure to be coach-
ing and assisting many new restau-
rants through their start-up phase 
and helping existing restaurants 
with the transition.”

The chamber rolled out many new 
initiatives and partnered with the 

City of New Rochelle on the upcom-
ing Street Fair, Restaurant week, the 
Thanksgiving Parade and more.  To 
become a member of the Chamber of 
Commerce visit http://newrochelle-
chamber.org/membership-applica-
tion/ or call (914) 632-5700.

ROB HAYES

TOM ALLON

We are getting an early 
dose of fall breezes in August 
even though we are entering 
the dog days of summer now.

Life seems to change 
drastically the day after La-
bor Day each year. Work 
gets busier, more people are 
around to take meetings, the 
fall culture calendar heats 
up, school kids dot the sub-
ways — the whole pulse of 
the city quickens.

But for the next three 
weeks we can still enjoy the 
relative quiet on our streets, 
late summer barbecues and 
the ability to still don T-
shirts and sandals on the 
weekend.

But for me, this late Au-
gust is largely focused on 
getting two of my children 
ready for their freshman 
year in college — a huge 
milestone for them and a 
large adjustment for me.

My youngest daughter 
and my stepdaughter are 
about to decamp for the 
pretty campuses of upstate 
New York and for an exciting 
academic and social adven-
ture. They are about to ex-
perience one of great Ameri-
can traditions: four years of 
learning, studying, social-
izing, and forming lifelong 
bonds. I envy them.

It was 37 years ago that 

my parents drove me up-
state to the same school my 
daughter will attend. Unlike 
her, I had not really visited 
many college campuses and 
the new experience being 
away from home was quite a 
shock to my system.

But the discomforts of 
sharing a small room and 
putting up with noise at all 
hours of the night was totally 
worth the academic stimula-
tion that animated my days 
in class and evenings at the 
library.

Could hypnosis be a use-
ful tool in eliciting eyewit-
ness accounts in criminal in-
vestigations? Was Jonathan 
Swift’s “Modest Proposal” 
to eat our young an effective 
use of irony to comment on 
society’s ills?

What happens when we 
sleep and what value do 
dreams have in psychother-
apy? If Robert Kennedy re-
viewed Jack Kerouac’s “On 
the Road,” what would he 
say?

These were the provoca-
tive questions I was asked 
to write about as an eager 
18-year-old still trying to 
fi gure out what my life path 
would be. At the time, they 
seemed like esoteric ques-
tions; Why would I ever have 
to think about an author’s 

use of irony or ponder what 
goes on biologically when we 
sleep?

But today, every one of 
these important questions 
make sense to me. They 
forced me to think deeply 
about things I would never 
have given a moment of 
thought to otherwise. It 
forced me to write persua-
sively and passionately about 
topics that may have been 
arcane and out of my wheel-
house. They challenged me 
to question long-held as-
sumptions and push back at 
received wisdom from my 
family and my friends.

Almost four decades 
since I fi rst started my col-
lege journey, I am still using 
the skills I built there each 
day. When I write — at work 
or for my regular columns 
— I think of how my pro-
fessors would rate my writ-
ing for content and style. 
Have I clearly stated my the-
sis, have I given enough de-
tail and does my conclusion 
make sense? 

I recall that even in the 
1980s, the price of tuition 
seemed quite steep, and I 
had to take out loans to fund 
my education. It took me 10 
years after graduate school 
to repay them. Every month I 
wrote my rent check and then 

another $350 repayment for 
the loan. Initially, I thought, 
this isn’t fair. I didn’t recog-
nize the value I had received 
until years later when I was 
well into my career as a jour-
nalist and publisher. Today, I 
believe that those four years 
of expensive tuition were the 
best investment I ever made.

But now it isn’t about me 
and my long-ago education — 
it’s about my kids and their 
future. Tuition has skyrock-
eted astronomically since 
my time, but now I have the 
wisdom to realize that this is 
the best gift my children can 

ever receive — a strong col-
lege education that will set 
them up for life.

Driving upstate this week-
end, with a car packed with 
clothes and supplies, I’ll be 
the guy with a big smile on 
my face — it’s time for col-
lege and I get to appreciate it 
for a second go-round.

Tom Allon, president of 
City & State NY, was a Re-
publican and Liberal Party-
backed mayoral candidate in 
2013 before he left to return to 
the private sector. Reach him 
at tallon@cityandstateny.
com.

Memories of college — as I send my daughters off
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ANTIQUES & ESTATE BUYERS

ANTIQUE & ESTATE BUYERS
We buy anything old. One piece or house full. 

WILL TRAVEL. HOUSE CALLS.

ANTIQUE & ESTATE BUYERS
We buy anything old. One piece or house full. 

WILL TRAVEL. HOUSE CALLS.
WILL TRAVEL

ENTIRE
TRI-STATE!

FREE
Estimates!

We Pay $CASH$ For 
Paintings, Clocks, Watches, 
Estate Jewelry & Fine China, 

From Single Items 
to Entire Estates!
Coin & Stamp Collections

Costume Jewelry
Antique Furniture  Lamps
Bronzes  Paintings  Prints

Chinese & Japanese 
Artwork & Porcelain

Sports Collectibles 
Comic Books  Old Toys  Records
Cameras  Sterling Flatware Sets

HUMMELS & LLADROS

ANTIQUES & ESTATE BUYERS

TOP $ PAID
FOR JUDAICA
COLLECTIBLES

HOUSE
CALLS

MOVING orDOWNSIZING?CALL
US!

Top $ Paid
for Antique

Sterling!

Military
Collections

Wanted
Swords,
Knives,

Helmets, etc.

SEE OUR AD IN THE SUNDAY POST

WILL TRAVEL. WE MAKE HOUSE CALLS.
173 N. WELLWOOD AVENUE, LINDENHURST, N.Y.

SAME DAY  
SERVICE  

AVAILABLE

HOUSE 
CALLS

SERVING BRONX 
AND THE ENTIRE  
TRI-STATE AREA

516-974-6528516-974-6528
ASK FOR CHRISTOPHER
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Borough President Diaz (back, 2nd from l) and Marissa Shorenstein, AT&T-East Region presi-
dent, presented the championship trophy to the Bronxchester Realtors. Photo by Pete Lott

Borough President Ruben Diaz, Jr.; the New York Yankees and Marissa Shorenstein, AT&T-
East Region president co-hosted the seventh annual Borough President’s Cup Little League 
Championship on Thursday, August 10 at Yankee Stadium.

BRONXCHESTER REALTORS WIN BOROUGH
 PRESIDENT’S CHAMPIONSHIP CUP

MetroPlus Health Plan celebrated the grand opening of its new Morris Heights center on 
Friday, August 4 at 1733 University Avenue.

METROPLUS OPENS IN MORRIS HEIGHTS

Joining MetroPlus deputy executive director Roger Milliner (2nd from r) as he cuts the rib-
bon  are (l-r) MetroPlus associate executive director Victor Bell; Lincoln Hospital executives 
Dr. Diogenes Fermin, Francisco Rodriguez and Marcelo Villagran; Deputy Borough President 
Aurelia Green and Assemblyman Victor Pichardo. Photo by Silvio Pacifi co

(back, l-r) M&T Bank mural volunteers Nicole 
Crilley, Rick Carter, (front, l-r) Mimi, Nagelah 
Chery, Mimi, Sondia Salifu, Sakura Grant and 
Bo Sewpersaud, M&T Bank Branch manager. 
 Photo by Ray Maldonado

M&T Bank and the DreamYard Project volun-
teers helped fi nalize a mural depicting the 
history of the local community on Wednes-
day, August 9 at the bank’s recently opened 
2460 Grand Concourse branch.

M&T BANK, 
DREAMYARD

CREATE MURAL

Paula Alverez and Roberto Marte put the fi nishing touches on the mural. 
 Photo by Ray Maldonado

Montefi ore’s Offi ce of Community and 
Population Health Geraldine O’Connell (l), 
nurse educator and Amanda Parsons, vice 
president, educated Bronxites on asthma. 
 Photo courtesy of Montefi ore Health System

Montefi ore Health System and Bronx Com-
munity Health Network hosted Breathe 
Easy, an asthma education event to help 
Bronxites treat and prevent asthma, on 
Tuesday, August 1. Families met inside the 
Eastchester Gardens Community Center 
to interact with providers, played asthma 
jeopardy and learned about local resourc-
es to help manage the disease.

MONTEFIORE, BCHN
 HOSTS BREATHE 

EASY EVENT

(l-r) Student volunteers Adriana, Gregory, John and Dylan ran ‘The Hoops Game’ at 
the OLA Carnival. Photo by Ray Maldonado

Our Lady of the Assumption School hosted a fun-fi lled summer carnival on Friday, 
August 4 inside the school’s gymnasium.

OLA SUMMER CARNIVAL FUN
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BY SHIVAJI SENGUPTA
BORICA COLLEGE

As fall approaches, the air turns into 
light warm from the thick, heavy sum-
mer heat. The sky is a lovely azure blue, 
with wispy clouds. As trees start hint-
ing at yellow and red, for some of us, it 
is time to go to college.

Ah, college. For older folks like me, 
teaching and working in a college for 
over 40 years, college has become a way 
of life, a set way that will change when I 
(fi nally) say good-bye. 

Being a college professor is a bit like 
that old Greek myth: two elderly men 
come to visit a couple who live in a mod-
est house with modest means. But the 
guests are hungry, even greedy and 
want lots of food – and wine.

The couple are embarrassed, scared. 
But, to their amazement, their pots 
never empty, the wine keg is continu-
ously full. It turns out that the visitors 
are gods, come to test the couple’s gen-
erosity. 

They leave, pleased. 
For us in colleges, the cups are al-

ways full, forever renewed with new 
students, ushering in hope and confi -
dence even when so much in life on 3rd 
Avenue, in Melrose Commons or at the 
Hub on 149th Street tell us otherwise.

I see students walk by our college, 
standing tall and bright, at the edge of 
the small triangular park next to Elton 
Street. I see adults who are mothers, 
teacher assistants, case-workers, young 
men with tatty beard and hair, with un-
certain eyes, walk in to our building 
and into the Admissions department. 
(New York State defi nes adult as being 
at least 25 years of age, with household 
responsibilities). 

It must be the same in the other col-
leges in the Bronx which has more col-
leges than any other borough in the 

city.
For many people, both adults and 

young adults, it is a time to make up 
their minds: to return or not to return 
to college, that is their question. 

Life for us in the south Bronx can be 
brittle, full of pit-falls. Changes are sud-
den, often making us unable to go back 
to college, even though we want to.

To those, I remind: 75% of the chil-
dren of parents who have a bachelor’s 
degree also graduate with a bachelor’s 
degree or more. 

If you have a bachelor’s degree, you 
stand to earn a million dollars more in 
your professional life than if you don’t. 

The unemployment rate for those 
with bachelor’s degrees is 2.3% while 
unemployment in New York State as a 
whole is at 4.3%. 

This means that with a bachelor’s 
degree your chances of getting a job is 
almost 100% more with a bachelor’s de-
gree than without.

But college is not just for jobs and 
money. More than 50% of the adults 
(man and women) who go to college, of-
ten after working for a whole day, after 
taking care of their household, husband 
and children, tell me that they are study-
ing because they want to be an example 
to their children, not because they want 
jobs. Indeed, well over 50% of adults 
who go to college already have jobs.

So, this fall, think actively about col-
lege. Most probably, you would want 
a college degree in order to get a good 
job in a distinguished profession. But 
remember, whatever profession you 
choose, you should have a solid liberal 
arts foundation. 

So, choose a college that excels in lib-
eral arts education as well as in the pro-
fessions.  

As to what liberal arts education is, 
wait for my next article.

Going to college
in the borough

Senator Jeff Klein this summer is 
hosting his own “Movies at the Park” 
series across the Bronx and south-
ern Westchester. The fi rst screening 
was “The Sound of Music” at Van 
Cortlandt Park on Wednesday, July 
26. The series runs until Saturday, 
September 9, when “Moana” will 
play at Seton Park. The highlight of 
the summer program was the show-
ing of “Star Wars: The Force Awak-
ens” at Veterans Memorial Park on 
Monday, August 21. Movie-goers are 
encouraged to dress as their favor-
ite Star Wars character for a chance 
to win a prize. All movies will begin 
at dusk. 

“I’m thrilled to host this seven-

part series, where families can 
gather for an evening of free enter-
tainment,” said Senator Jeff Klein. 
“This summer we are offering a 
wide variety of fi lms, from “The 
Jungle Book” to “Star Wars: The 
Force Awakens.” We had a great 
turnout for the fi rst few movies, and 
I look forward to enjoying the rest of 
the series with constituents across 
my district.”

The summer series schedule will 
continue with: Monday, August 21 
- Star Wars: The Force Awakens - 
Veterans Memorial Park; Tuesday, 
August 22 - A Dog’s Purpose - Broad 
Street Playground; and Saturday, 
September 9 - Moana - Seton Park.

Klein Hosts “Movies at the Park”  
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Celebrating its 46th year, the Forest Playground Neighborhood Association hosted its Old Timers Day on Sunday, August 6 at Crotona Park. The family-friendly celebration featured live 
jazz and R&B performed by DJ Hutch and 2 Tone Sound, the One Point Band, Tarick and Band and Goldie Kreation. 

FOREST PLAYGROUND ASSOCIATION’S OLD TIMERS DAY

The Perry Family attended in honor of Eartha Perry. Photo by Laura Stone
(l-r) Flowers Coleman, Margery Rogers and Valerie Kemp had 
a great time at Crotona Park. Photo by Laura Stone

Over 400 Police Athletic League children and their families celebrated Cultural Day on Friday, August 11 at PAL’s Longwood Center. Participants of all ages dressed up in costumes portray-
ing a culture, danced and listened to music from all around the world.

PAL YOUNGSTERS CELEBRATE CULTURAL DAY AT LONGWOOD CENTER

Police offi cers Locascio (back, l) and Gomez (back, 2nd from l) with Frederick Watts (back, r) 
and the Harlem Center youngsters representing Jamaica at Cultural Day. 
 Photo by Fernando Justiniano

Dayra Leneau (l) with Aailyah and Ashley of Browns Beacon dressed up as the Celtics of 
Ireland. Photo by Fernando Justiniano

To help promote a positive relationship between community and law enforcement members, the 49th Precinct Community Affairs hosted a basketball game between police offi cers and 
local youth on Sunday, August 6 at Parkside Park.

49TH PRECINCT COMMUNITY AFFAIRS HOSTS BASKETBALL GAME

The Purple Haze Basketball Team were ready to 
play. Photo by Ray Maldonado The Gardiner Foundation Basketball Team with their coach, Dexter Gardiner (r). Photo by Ray Maldonado
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TOP DRIVER DISTRACTIONS
ADVERTORIAL

Using mobile phones
Leading the list of the 

top distractions behind the 
wheel are mobile phones. 
Phones now do more than 
just place calls, and driv-
ers often cannot pull away 
from their phones, even 
when driving. According to 
the California Department 
of Motor Vehicles, studies 
have shown that driving 
performance is lowered 
and the level of distraction 
is higher for drivers who 
are heavily engaged in cell 

phone conversations. The 
use of a hands-free device 
does not lower distraction 
levels. The percentage of 
vehicle crashes and near-
crashes attributed to di-
aling is nearly identical 
to the number associated 
with talking or listening. 

Daydreaming
Many people will admit 

to daydreaming behind 
the wheel or looking at a 
person or object outside of 
the car  for too long. Per-

haps they’re checking out 
a house in a new neighbor-
hood or thought they saw 
someone they knew on the 
street corner. It can be easy 
to veer into the direction 
your eyes are focused, caus-
ing an accident. In addition 
to trying to stay focused on 
the road, some drivers pre-
fer the help of lane depar-
ture warning systems.

Eating
Those who haven’t quite 

mastered walking and 

chewing gum at the same 
time may want to avoid 
eating while driving. The 
majority of foods require a 
person’s hands to be taken 
off of the wheel and their 
eyes to be diverted from the 
road. Reaching in the back 
seat to share some French 
fries with the kids is also 
distracting. 

Try to eat meals before 
getting in the car. For 
those who must snack 
while en route, take a 
moment to pull over at 

a rest area and spend 10
minutes snacking there 
before resuming the
trip.

Reading
Glancing at an adver-

tisement, updating a Fa-
cebook status or reading
a book are all activities 
that should be avoided 
when driving. Even pour-
ing over a traffic map or 
consulting the digital 
display of a GPS system 
can be distracting.
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THE THROGGS

3602/3604 East Tremont Avenue  

Check Out These
Stores In The

Throggs Neck Mall!

TAILS ARE WAGGIN' AND PETS ARE BRAGGIN'

3604 A E.Tremont Ave.

347-680-5921 347-680-5929
ALL SERVICES BY APPOINTMENT ONLY

$500OFF
WITH COUPON ONLY

AUGUST, SEPTEMBER, OCTOBER SPECIAL
COCKAPOO, POMERANIAN, COCKER SPANIEL
INCLUDES BATH WITH OATMEAL SHAMPOO AND OATMEAL CONDITIONER

HAIR TRIM, NAILS CUT AND EARS CLEANED

$60Starting
At

AMSTERDAM AIR COOLING

212-787-7700

   Commercial $ Residential

    upon request

LUNCH 
SPECIALS

HAPPY 
HOUR

COMING SOON
Angelo Gonzalez 

licensed Real Estate Agent 
off: 917-803-2589

cell: 646-243-7832
fax: 718-823-2820

CORE REALTY FAMILY

3602 A EAST TREMONT AVENUE
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See what the Throggs Neck Mall is all about!
You can sit and dine in our cozy courtyard. NECK MALL

Offi ce/Retail Space Available in the Mall Call 917-232-2375

(2nd Floor) Suite 204

Lessons on all Instruments
Beginners & Intermediate

Repairs, Recordings, Video

Live Bands
Disc Jockeys Available
Call 646-261-0170
    or 646-331-9707
for free consultation or
www.justnutsmusic.net

Want to play an instrument?
Just Nuts Music School

THE STYLIST &
THE BARBER
The Throggs Neck Mall
3602 E. Tremont Avenue
Bronx, NY 10465

718-684-1191

Chair Rental
Looking for stylist, barbers and/or nail tech with a following

Laser Hair Removal 
IPL Facial 

Chemical Peel 
Balayage Brazilian Blowout 
Spring & Summer Special 

We specialize in:
Color Correction 
Hair Extensions 

Stylist: Jen  Barber: JayWOMEN MEN

718-684-1191

50% 
First Color 
ServiceOFF

Mention This Ad
And Receive

10% 

OFF

follow us on Instagram
and Facebook 

COMING SOON-MICRO BLADING
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Dena and the B-PECA Zumba Force every Friday in August,  6 p.m. at 
Bronx Park East and Waring Avenue.

BY KENNY AGOSTO
B-PECA Summer Is On Fire

The Bronx Park East Com-
munity Association, your 
friendly neighborhood advo-
cates serving the Allerton, 
Bronx Park East and Pelham 
Parkway neighborhoods has 
been working hard and play-
ing hard for the summer enjoy-
ment of our friends and neigh-
bors.  B-PECA has been on 
schedule in its community ac-
tivism and in our summer pro-
gramming.  

B-PECA has hosted dynamic 
though provoking meetings 
with a myriad of guests.  We 
had our Councilman Ritchie 
Torres who listened to our 
pleas to improve the state of our 
beloved Bronx Park. Ritchie 
rolled up his sleeves with Bor-
ough President Ruben Diaz, Jr. 
and Senator Jeff Klein set into 
motion committing real capi-
tal dollars (3.6 million) into re-
storing our dilapidated Waring 
Playground for our children.  
We were on-hand as our leaders 
presented our community with 
a check and a plan to commence 
construction. We thank them 
as well as our awesome Bronx 
Parks Commissioner Iris Ro-
driguez -Rosa who is also our 
frequent beloved B-PECA guest 
and of course, our chairman 
Raphael Schweizer for always 
fi ghting the good fi ght on be-
half of the people we serve.  We 
were delighted by a fi rst time 
visit from our new Senator Ja-
maal T. Bailey, who spoke of his 
recent legislative accomplish-
ments on behalf of our commu-
nity, which included passing 
fi ve bills into law, opening our 
disability-friendly district of-
fi ce and two satellite offi ces in 
Norwood and Mount Vernon.  

Senator Bailey also spoke at 
length of his ranking member 
role on the Crime, Crime  Vic-
tims and Corrections Commit-
tee, which was instrumental in 
passing legislation to Raise the 
Age of Criminal Responsibility 

and is working hard to legislate 
a new discovery criminal pro-
cedure law to help cure the dis-
parities in our criminal justice 
system.  

We also had our fabulous 
Bronx DOT Commissioner 
Navardo Lopez who took criti-
cal input from our members 
to change the way the traffi c 
fl ows or in our case does not 
fl ow in our community.   Our 
next general meeting will be 
held on Wednesday, September 
27 at 6:30 m. at Gasolina Lounge 
located at 2525 Boston Road off 
Wallace Avenue. We thank 
George and Miguel Sang for al-
ways opening their establish-
ment to the community facili-
tating our meetings and other 
fun community themed pro-
gramming!

Blanket Bingo 

& CMBA Block Party

Summer is half way done, 
but we are not done with our 
B-PECA fun fi lled summer 
programming!  Our fourth an-
nual B-PECA Beach Blanket 
Bingo will be on Sunday, Au-
gust 20 from 11 a.m. to 7 p.m. 
at Orchard Beach Section 8 
between the life guard stand 
and the wheelchair/shopping 
cart walk/stroll way.  Bring 
your blanket, a potluck dish to 
share, and a genuine desire to 
have fun.  

We just had our two fantas-
tic famous block parties in June 
and July. The next and fi nal one 
will be on Saturday, August 26 
from noon to 8 p.m. where the 
men, women and children of 
Cruger-Mace Avenue Block As-
sociation (headed by the Queen 
of Community Norma Lopez) 
and B-PECA will be hosting 
our Back to School Extrava-
ganza.  Come share with B-
PECA, a summer to remember 
Come one, come all.

In Memoriam

This month in memoriam, 
we remember our community 
leaders and public servants 
who have fallen in the line of 

duty.  Our community has been 
devastated by the loss of our 
community families.  Commu-
nity Board 7 Ddstrict manager 
Andrew Sadler, 33 from can-
cer. Andrew fi rst came onto the 
scene as Congressman Eliot 
Engel’s intern, then as a trusted 
aide to then Councilman G. Oli-
ver Koppell as well as for Coun-
cilman Andy Cohen.  Andrew 
was smart, humble, and dedi-
cated public service who wore 
an ‘S’ on his chest for service. 
He was the community’s super 
hero and will sorely be missed.   

We also lost a giant of the 
community, former longtime 
NYPD 46th Precinct Commu-
nity Council president and 
community advocate extraordi-
naire Mother Louella Hatch. A 
product of Jim Crow Alabama, 
Louella learned to resist and 
advocate from her mom a civil 
rights activist.  Louella never 
ever took no for an answer.   
This column is too small to in-
clude all the known as well as 
the unknown good deeds.  The 
community will need a strong 
fi gure to succeed this lost pillar 
of our community.   

Our Bronx family also 
lost NYPD Detective Miso-
tis Famila of the 4-6 and Dr. 
Tam of Bronx Lebanon Hos-
pital who were both brutally 
murdered in the line of duty.  
Heaven is crowded with Bronx 
angels this summer.  We thank 
each of these angels for always 
running towards danger never 
away from it. May their eternal 
spirits rest in peace…
Discovery 4 Justice Update

The members of Discovery 
for Justice and the vocal di-
verse members of the commu-
nity, clergy, legal defenders, 
and law enforcement will be go-

ing back up to Albany to meet 
with Alphonso David, Gover-
nor Andrew M. Cuomo’s Coun-
sel to discuss repealing Crimi-
nal Procedure Law 240 in favor 
of Open, Early, and Automatic 
Discovery in our judicial sys-
tem. 

The small delegation will 
be pressing Governor Cuomo 
and the legislature to change 
this arcane law. Too many un-
der privileged people are too 
often forced to make a guilty 
plea without their counsel hav-
ing access to exactly what they 
are accused of. The lobby day 
put a human face to the ur-
gency of this much-needed leg-
islation that can typically af-
fect one out fi ve people in the 
Bronx. Another component of 
this proposal discussed at the 
meeting was making it auto-
matically electronically ‘paper-
less’ to drastically reducing the 
enormous costs of constantly 
reprinting entire court docu-
ments repeatedly. This too 
could alleviate the burden of an 
extremely over-crowded court 
system.  B-PECA continues to 
be a criminal justice reform 
signatory member of D4J. A 
change is truly going to come, 
stay tuned. 

Finally 
Don’t forget We have 

ZUMBA every Friday in Au-

gust at 6 p.m. at Bronx Park 
East and Waring come and 
sweat/dance to an eclectic mu-
sic to restore the soul. We thank 
Councilman Ritchie Torres 
and Community MGreen Mar-
ket for being part of the fi tness 
solution in our neighborhood. 

Don’t forget our next meet-
ing will be on Wednesday, Sep-
tember 27 at 6:30 p.m. at Gaso-
lina Lounge 2525 Boston Road 
off Wallace Avenue.  As always, 
if you need more information 
on any of these exciting com-
munity activities. Be There or 
B-PECA.

Please never hesitate to 
call or text us at: (347) 654-7044 
or email us at: BxParkEast@
gmail.com or even 

still, you can follow us on  fa-
cebook at: www.facebook.com/
groups/BxParkEast to see our 
community 

Updates and Happenings

And fi nally, the executive 
board of B-PECA would like to 
thank all of our new friends, al-
lies, and  neighbors who have 
taken the time and initiative to 
take back their neighborhoods 
and improve our  community 
one block at a time. 

Until next time, be kind to 
your fellow neighbor.  Anybody 
can tell you “I love you,” but, 
can we utter the words “Can I 
help?!?!” 

Elder question of the week

SALVATORE M. DI COSTANZO

Does my trust protect my 
assets if I need to go into a 
nursing home?

Be careful! Not all trusts 
are created equal.  The two 
most common types of trusts 
are revocable and irrevoca-
ble.  Many people refer to the 
revocable trust as a living 
trust, while the irrevocable 
trust is usually a Medicaid 
trust.  A revocable trust does 
NOT protect your assets.  It is 

largely used to avoid probate.  
You should think of a revo-
cable trust as an alter ego to 
yourself.  Unlike a Medicaid 
trust, you have unfettered ac-
cess to the assets of the revo-
cable trust.  Thus, since you 
have access to the assets of a 
revocable trust, Medicaid will 
count the assets of the revoca-
ble trust against you.  To the 
contrary, a properly drafted 
irrevocable Medicaid trust 

does protect your assets af-
ter the 5 year look-back period 
has elapsed.  For instance, 
if you create an irrevocable 
Medicaid trust on May 1, 2017, 
the assets of the trust will be 
outside the reach of Medicaid 
on May 1, 2022.  

As elder law attorneys, we 
regularly meet with people 
who think they have done 
Medicaid planning by creat-
ing a trust, but in reality, all 

they did was avoid probate by 
virtue of a revocable trust.  If 
you would like us to review 
your trust or if you would 
like to explore your options 
regarding the creation of a 
trust, please contact me at 914-
925-1010 or by e-mail at smd@
mfd-law.com.  You can also 
learn more about our elder 
law and special needs prac-
tice by visiting our website at 
www.plantodayfortomorrow. 
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Brittany Riley (c) read the children a story about playgrounds. 
 Photo by Silvio Pacifi co

Brittany Riley (r) and Samaya with her playground design.
 Photo by Silvio Pacifi co

The children of Lawrence F. Hickey Center for Child Development drew designs for the construction of their new playground on Wednesday, August 9.

LAWRENCE F. HICKEY CENTER KIDS DESIGN PLAYGROUND

(l-r) Kwana Mapp; Alberto Bermudez; Sika Foyer, event curator and Affi rmative Art USA ex-
ecutive director; Lucy Aponte from Poe Park Visitor Center; Fabio Tedde and Ana Torres 
from NYC Parks Department enjoyed the exhibit. Photo by Miriam Quin

Artist Welli Well Z with one of the many visually stunning works on display. 
 Photo by Miriam Quin

An opening reception for the Bronx Meets East Africa, an exhibit showcasing East African artists and their emerging relationships to the Bronx community, was held on Saturday, August 
5 at Poe Park Visitor Center. The event showcasing the similarities and differences of Ugandans’ daily life compared to that of an American displaced in the Bronx featured works by 
artists Alex Ahwera, Stephen Kitayimbwa, Washington Emilian Otim, Sharon Namulindwa, Joseph Senozi, Yiga Robert, Kiffe Yoweri, Ruth Nanyunja, Ocom Adonias, Abdul Oyay and Bruno 
Sserunkuma.

BRONX MEETS EAST AFRICA AT POE PARK

(l-r) DJ Big Paul, Assemblyman Marcos Crespo, Sena-
tor Klein, Raulin Rosendo and John Rivera were ready 
to share the gift of music with Bronxites. 
 Photo by Silvio Pacifi co

Senator Jeff Klein hosted salsa sensation Raulin 
Rosendo at his annual Summertime Symphonies on 
Wednesday, August 2 at P.S. 107.

RAULIN ROSENDO 
PERFORMS AT P.S. 107
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The Schuyler Hill Civic Association hosted its Ice Cream Social and That Duo Show concert on Friday, August 11 at its 3087 Mitchell Place clubhouse.

SCHUYLER HILL CIVIC HOSTS ICE CREAM SOCIAL

Rosemary Simonetti enjoyed her ice cream sundae while 
sitting on the beach. Photo by Fernando Justiniano

Schuyler Hill Civic Association members served up ice cream and smiles for everyone! 
 Photo by Fernando Justiniano

(far left) Nellie just needed to tidy up. 
 Photo by Silvio Pacifi co

Melvin Tiburcio grilled up some savory shish 
kebab for party goers. 
 Photo by Silvio Pacifi co

Bronxites enjoyed some much needed sum-
mertime fun at the annual St. Raymond 
Avenue Summer Block Party on Saturday, 
August 5. 

ST. RAYMOND AVE. 
SUMMER

BLOCK PARTY

The winners received trophies for their rac-
quetball prowess. 
 Photo by Ken Lax Photography

The ninth annual Van Cortlandt Women’s 
Out the Hat Racquetball Tournament was 
celebrated on Saturday, August 5 at Van 
Cortlandt Park.

VCP WOMEN’S 
RACQUETBALL 
TOURNAMENT
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Senator Jeff Klein and members of Stand Up to Violence joined the community in marching in the third annual Peace Walk on Thursday, August 10 at White Plains and East Gun Hill roads. 
The group marched and offered prayers for all gun violence victims including a 28-year-old man who was shot three times on Tuesday, August 8 at Allerton and Cruger avenues.  The 
victim was taken to Jacobi Hospital in stable condition.

KLEIN AND SUV HOST PEACE WALK

Senator Jeff Klein (front, 3rd from r) appropriated $700,00 in funding for SUV. SUV’s Rev. 
Jay Gooding (front, l), Community Outreach director and Erika Mendelsohn (front, 2nd from 
l), program director accepted the hefty ceremonial check. Photo by Silvio Pacifi co

Senator Klein (front, 2nd l) addressed the assembly. 
 Photo by Silvio Pacifi co

The Soundview Community Drug Free Coalition held a very productive August meeting. 
 Photo by Silvio Pacifi co

The Soundview Community Drug Free Coalition hosted its monthly meeting on Tuesday, 
August 8 at the Sackwern Houses. Highlights included a presentation by Acacia Network’s 
Adeleke Oniwinde, an update by Police Service Area 8 and reports on Soundview Day and 
the coalition’s Grant Award.

SOUNDVIEW DRUG FREE COALITION MEETING

The NYC Emergency Management Department’s interactive summer outreach initiative 
visited GrowNYC’s Bronx Borough Hall Greenmarket on Tuesday, August 8 to discuss emer-
gency preparedness, coordination and planning with residents.

NYC EMERGENCY MANAGEMENT OUTREACH

NYC Emergency Management Communications coordinator Peter Bojmal (r) demonstrated 
basic CPR skills to residents and students. 
 Photo courtesy of NYC Emergency Management Department

Councilman James Vacca visited P.S. 83’s New 
York Junior Tennis League program on Tues-
day, July 25. Vacca funds the summer pro-
gram which uses tennis to engage local youth 
while preparing them for a successful life. 

P.S. 83’S JUNIOR 
TENNIS LEAGUE VISIT

Councilman Vacca (front, c) and P.S. 83 ten-
nis program students enjoyed playing at the 
school. 
 Photo courtesy of Councilman James Vacca’s 
Offi ce
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BRIDAL FASHION
BRIDAL CENTER
7233 Amboy Road, Staten Island, (718) 227-8647
www.alwaysabridesmaidboutique.com

BRIDAL STYLES BOUTIQUE
905 Ave. U, Brooklyn, (718) 339–3222
www.bridalstylesboutique.com

MONEY SAVER SHOES INC.
Specializing Wide Widths, Dyeable & Evening Shoes
2098 Flatbush Ave., Brooklyn, (718) 258-0171

ULTIMATE FASHIONS
4255 Amboy Rd, SI, NY 10308  (718) 605-3274
316 Woodbridge Center Drive, Woodbridge, NJ 07095
(732) 750-1174, ultfash@optonline.net  
Staten Island Mall
Lower Level, Macy’s Wing Staten Island New York 10314 
(718) 370-2984, www.ultfash.com

TUXEDOS
TUXEDO WORLD OF STATEN ISLAND
2791 Richmond Ave #6, SI, NY 10314
(718) 698-4859, www.tuxedoworldsi.com

CATERING & VENUES
ADRIA HOTEL & CONFERENCE CENTER
221-17 Northern Boulevard, Bayside, NY 11361
(718) 631-5900, www.adriahotelny.com

ATLAS STEAKHOUSE
943 Coney Island Avenue, off  18th Ave., Brooklyn, NY
(646) 494-7227, www.AtlasSteak.com

BAY RIDGE MANOR
476 76th St., Brooklyn, (718) 748-8855
www.bayridgemanor.com

BAYSIDE HISTORICAL SOCIETY
208 Totten Ave - Fort Totten, Bayside, NY 11359, 
(718) 352-1548, www.baysidehistorical.org/rentals.html

BUCKLEY’S
2926 Ave. S, Brooklyn
(718) 998-4222, www.buckleyscaterers.com

DYKER BEACH GOLF COURSE
86th Street and 7th Avenue, Brooklyn, NY 11228
(718) 836–9722 x 1 or privateeventdirector@
dykerbeachgc
www.dykerbeachgc.com

EDIBLE ARRANGEMENTS
133-22 Springfi eld Blvd. (718) 528-3344
158-18 Cross Bay Blvd. (718) 848-3344
1357 Fulton St. (718) 622-3344
1557 Ralph Ave. (718) 451-3344
www.ediblearrangements.com/stores/StoreLocator.aspx

GLEN TERRACE
5313 Ave. N, Brooklyn (718) 252-4614

GRAND OAKS COUNTRY CLUB
200 Huguenot Ave., Staten Island
(718) 356–2771, www.grandoaksnyc.com

GRAND PROSPECT HALL
263 Prospect Ave., Brooklyn (718) 788-0777
www.grandprospecthall.com

GREENHOUSE CAFE
7717 Third Ave., Brooklyn (718) 833-8200
www.greenhousecafe.com

IL FORNETTO
2902 Emmons Ave. in Brooklyn, (718) 332-8494
www.ilFornettoRestaurant.com

ISLAND CHATEAU
900 West Fingerboard Rd, Staten Island, NY 10305
(718) 447-5882, IslandChateau.com

KENNEDY’S BREEZY POINT
406 Bayside, Rockaway Point, NY 11697
(718) 945-0202, www.kennedysbreezypoint.com

MARBELLA RESTAURANT
220-33 Northern Blvd., Bayside, NY 11361
(718) 423-0100, www.marbella-restaurant.com

NICK’S LOBSTER HOUSE
2777 Flatbush Ave, Brooklyn, NY 11234, (718) 253-7117

PARADISE CATERING HALL
51 Avenue U, Brooklyn, NY 11223
(718) 372-4352, www.theparadisecateringhall.com

THE PEARL ROOM
8518 - 3rd Avenue, Brooklyn, NY 11209
(718) 833-6666, www.pearlroombklyn.com

PELHAM BAY & SPLIT ROCK GOLF COURSE
870 Shore Road, Bronx, NY 10464, (718) 885-1258 x224 or  
privateeventdirector@pelhamsplitrock
http://www.pelhamsplitrock.com

QUEENS BOTANICAL GARDEN
43-50 Main St, Flushing, NY 11355 (718) 886-3800 x201
www.queensbotanical.org/weddingsandevents

SCHNITZEL HAUS
7319 5th Avenue, Bay Ridge, NY 11029
(718) 836-5600, www.schnitzelhausny.com

SIRICO’S CATERERS
8015-23 13th Ave., Brooklyn, (718) 331-2900,
www.siricoscaterers.net

TERRACE ON THE PARK
52-11 111 Street, Flushing, NY 11368, (718) 592-5000,
www.terraceonthepark.com

THE VANDERBILT AT SOUTH BEACH
300 Father Capodanno Blvd., Staten Island
(718) 447-0800, www.vanderbiltsouthbeach.com

LODGING
ADRIA HOTEL AND CONFERENCE CENTER
221-17 Northern Boulevard, Bayside, NY 11361
www.adriahotelny.com, (800) 272-3742

ENTERTAINMENT
AMAZING BOTTLE DANCERS
(800) 716-0556, pasproductions@yahoo.com 
www.bottledancers.com

E-SQUARED PRODUCTIONS/
360 ENTERTAINMENT
4308 Richmond Ave. in Staten Island or 1665 Bath Ave. in 
Brooklyn, (718) 227–3235, www.e2dj.com

FAVORS & INVITATIONS
UNFORGETTABLE EVENTS
2049 Flatbush Ave in Brooklyn, (718) 377-4535,

FLORISTS
FLORAL FANTASY
3031 Quentin Rd. in Brooklyn, (718) 998-7060 or
(800) 566–8380, www.fl oralfantasyny.com

HENRY’S FLORIST
8103 Fifth Ave. in Brooklyn, (800) 543-6797 or 
(718) 238–3838, www.henrysfl oristweddingevents.com

MARINE FLORIST AND DECORATORS
1995 Flatbush Ave. in Brooklyn, (800) 447-6730 or 
(718) 338-3600, www.marinefl orists.com

JEWELRY
BENNY’S JEWELRY
89-02 165th Street, Suite B-1, Jamaica, NY 11432
(718) 526-4613, www.bennyny.com

BOBBY’S JEWELERS DIAMOND SPECIALIST
514 - 81 Street, Brooklyn, NY, 11209
(718) 745-1725

LIMOUSINE SERVICES
MILA LIMOUSINE CORPORATION
(718) 232-8973, www.milalimo.com

ROMANTIQUE/DOUBLE DIAMOND 
LIMOUSINES
1421-86 Street, Brooklyn (718) 351-7273
2041-Hylan Blvd., Staten island (718) 351-7273
www.rddlimos.com

SERGI’S PARTY LIMO
171-15A Northern Blvd, Queens, NY 11358
(718) 353-5466, (212) 682-4040, (516) 489-4040
Toll Free: (888) 546-6134, (888) limo-134
Fax: (718) 353-5499, info@sergislimo.com
www.sergislimo.com

VIP LIMOS SVC
(516) 488-LIMO(5466), www.viplimosvc.com

PHOTOGRAPHY & VIDEO
FANTASY PHOTOGRAPHY
3031 Quentin Rd., Brooklyn (718) 998-0949
www.fantasyphotographyandvideo.com

GLAMOUR ME PHOTO & VIDEO
104-12 111th St., South Richmond Hill, (888) 400-2738 or 
(718) 504–1970, www.glamourmestudio.com

ONE FINE DAY PHOTOGRAPHERS
459 Pacifi c St., Massapequa Park (516) 690–1320
www.onefi nedayphotographers.com

SALONS
AF BENNETT SALON
350 New Dorp Lane, Staten Island NY 10306
(718) 979-9000 www.afbennett.com

PILO ARTS SALON
8412 3 Ave, Brooklyn (718) 748–7411  www.piloarts.com

SERVICES
JOSEPH LICHTER, D.D.S.
1420 Ave. P in Brooklyn, (718) 339-7878,
www.josephlichterdds.com

OMNI DENTAL CARE
313 Kings Hwy. in Brooklyn, (718) 376-8656
www.omnidentalcare.com

THE VEIN CENTER OF THE VASCULAR 
INSTITUTE OF NY
Dr. Natalie Marks
960 - 50 Street, Brooklyn, NY 11219  (718) 438-0067
www.vascularnyc.com

TRAVEL
JO-LYN TRAVEL AGENCY
7505-15th Avenue, Brooklyn, NY 11219
(718) 232-3139, jolyntravel@aol.com

WEDDING EXPOS
BOSCO’S WEDDING EXPO
www.cl.boscoweddings.com

BRIDAL AFFAIR
(718) 317–9701, www.bridalaff air.com

GREAT BRIDAL EXTRAVAGANZA
North Babylon, NY 11703, 631-667-EXPO (3976)
www.greatbridalextravaganza.com

TO BE INCLUDED IN THIS DIRECTORY CALL (718) 260–2500
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POT of GOLD
Sherbee Antiques is a family-owned business that has been 

serving the tri-state area for over 60 years. 
We buy from the full contents of homes and estates 

to single items. We specialize in high-end goods such as 
antiques, art, fi ne porcelain, lighting, bronzes and sculptures. 

We have particular interest in fi ne jewelry, timepieces, 
diamonds, gold and silver. 

If you call we will come to you, free of charge, and evaluate 
what you are selling. We know the value of your possessions 
and are willing to pay top dollar on the spot. Please feel free 
to call seven days a week for a free same day consultation.

You may be sitting on a large fortune. 
Call Sherbee Antiques. They’ll tell you how much.

CALL TODAY 917-748-7622 OR 718-762-7448 
You’ll be glad you did.

Sherbee  Antiques
Est. 1940
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Upcoming Wave Hill events, programs and highlights
At Wave Hill, the week before La-

bor Day offers a quiet space for look-
ing back on the summer season, and 
ahead to the glories—and busyness!
of fall.

 Saturday, August 26; Sunday, Au-
gust 27: Family Art Project: Shades of 
Summer: See the world through rose 
(or green or blue or purple) colored 
glasses. Create your own custom sun-
glasses equipped with cool and col-
ored lenses to feast your eyes on lush 
August gardens and river. 

Saturday, August 26; Sunday, Au-
gust 27; Tuesday, August 29: Garden 
Highlights Walk: Join in for an hour-
long tour of seasonal garden high-
lights. 

Saturday, August 26: Family Gal-
lery Tour: Explore artwork on view in 
Glyndor Gallery on a family-friendly 
tour with a Curatorial Fellow. Chil-
dren ages six and older welcome with 
an adult. 

Saturday, August 26: Gallery Tour: 
Wave Hill’s Curatorial Fellow leads 

a tour of the summer exhibitions in 
Glyndor Gallery. An exuberant coun-
terpoint to Wave Hill’s lush summer 
gardens, Flora Fantastica! shows the 
work of four artists who share an in-
terest in using pattern derived from 
cultural and botanical sources to cre-
ate fantastic hybrid forms. Nancy 
Blum, Amy Cheng and Elisabeth 
Condon each has an entire room for 
their paintings. Jill Parisi creates 
an installation for the entry foyer. In 
the Sunroom Project Space, Jan Mun 
combines digital and living media to 
explore the movement of plant spe-
cies and the immigrant experience, 
while a window installation by David 
Rios Ferreira contains drawings and 
collages with cartoon-inspired char-
acters, along with historical, cultural 
and contemporary pop references. 

Wave Hill, a public garden and 
cultural center, is located at 675 West 
252nd Street. For further informa-
tion, directions, and rates, call (718) 
549-3200 ext. 232. Wave Hill August Garden Highlights Walk.                                                  Photo courtesy of Wave Hill



BRONX TIMES REPORTER, AUGUST 18-2462    BTR

LEGAL NOTICE

LEGAL NOTICE

LEGAL NOTICE

LEGAL NOTICE

LEGAL NOTICE

LEGAL NOTICE

LEGAL NOTICE

LEGAL NOTICE

LEGAL NOTICE

LEGAL NOTICE LEGAL NOTICE

To Place Your Ad
Call 718-260-4595LEGAL NOTICES

Find What You Are 
Looking for 

Right Here in 
Our classifi ed

Pages



BRONX TIMES REPORTER, AUGUST 18-24 63  BTR

Family Owned & Operated for over 60 years

R.H. Macy’s red star logo a reminder
I believe I can safely say 

that most, if not all, readers of 
this column have been to a Ma-
cy’s Department Store at least 
once. Most also noticed the big 
red star that serves as their 
logo but rare is the individual 
who knows why it was chosen. 
It’s an old story that originated 
in R. H. Macy’s youth.

 R. H. Macy was born into 
a Quaker family on Nantucket 
Island, Massachusetts on Au-
gust 30, 1822, the fourth of six 
children. The Macy family 
had been among the original 
nine families who settled on 
the island in 1659. Another of 
the settlers was Christopher 
Hussey. I mention that be-
cause R. H. Macy’s full name 
is Rowland Hussey Macy. 

 The whaling industry be-
gan on Nantucket Island when 
a wayward scrub whale had 
the misfortune of venturing 
into their harbor in 1672. The 
locals killed it which began a 
tradition and way of life which 
lasted for almost two centu-
ries. A scarcity of whales, 
the great fi re of July 13, 1846, 
and competition from nearby 

New Bedford where access to 
the newly-arrived railroad 
brought the industry on Nan-
tucket to a close by about 1850. 

This trend did not go unno-
ticed by Macy who worked on 
the Emily Morgen, a whaling 
ship, from July of 1833 to July 
of 1837.   It was a new ship, a 
whaling bark built in Maine 
and heading to the Pacifi c 
Ocean out of New Bedford un-
der the command of George 
G. Ray.    It was on that voyage 
that Macy had a red star tat-
tooed on his hand, a constant 
reminder of what real hard 
and dangerous work was all 
about. That star would stay 
with him for the rest of his life, 
a constant reminder of how he 
did not want to spend the rest 
of his days. The catch of each 
ship was divided among the 
crew based on the position of 
the crewman after the own-

ers took sixty to 70% off the 
top.  Macy was assigned to the 
forecastle mast and would be 
entitled to the least portion 
of the haul.  That trip netted 
no whale bone, only seven-
teen barrels of baleen whale 
oil and 1428 barrels of sperm 
oil, a rather meager catch. It 
was not a very lucrative ven-
ture and would be both his 
fi rst and last.  His next ven-
ture would be land-based re-
tail sales. Through trial and 
error, that would prove quite 
successful.

Meanwhile the population 
of Nantucket Island began to 
decline with the whaling in-
dustry and fell by about 28% 
from 1850 to 1860. The trend 
continued and by 1920 fell to 
2,797 only a fraction of its size 
when whaling was the main 
industry. It wasn’t until 1920 
that the population began to 

rise again. It is now a popular 
vacation area and a good num-
ber of the rich and famous 
have summer homes there. As 
to R. H. Macy, he passed away 
suddenly on a trip to Paris and 
is now a permanent resident 
of the Bronx where he rests 

in peace in the Crown Grove 
plot of Woodlawn Cemetery 
not far from the roaring traf-
fi c of Webster Avenue and the 
Bronx River Parkway.  I think 
he’d prefer that location to the 
violent churning oceans he 
encountered in his teens.

 Rowland Hussey Macy Sr., August 30, 1822 to March 29, 1877.

REPRINTED FROM 1-12-12
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LOSE 20–40 lb.
IN THE NEXT 40 DAYS

Lose weight and start looking and feeling 
as beautiful as you are...

DROP 20-40 POUNDS IN 40 DAYS

NO EXERCISE NECESSARY

MINIMAL OR NO CRAVINGS

MININMAL OR NO HUNGER

BURNS FAT

TARGETS BELLY, BUTT, HIPS, THIGHS

DOCTOR SUPERVISED FOR SAFETY & RESULTS

Dr. Albert 
Graziosa has 
been certified 
with the fresh 
start hCG diet 
and has led 
many patients 
to live more 
happy and 
healthy lives.

VISIT US AT 

GOTHAIRLLC.COM

BECAUSE OF OUR 

TECHNOLOGY

“Weight Loss Has 

Changed My Life”
Ask yourself how 
would you like to lose 
30 or more pounds, 
have more energy, 
feel great, feel sexy, 
decrease your risks 
of diabetes and heart 
disease and regain 
your health all in next 
40 days.

M E DIC A L  A E S TH E TIC S

Got Hair? llc
3611A East Tremont Avenue  Bronx, NY 

347-281-5576

BE
FO

RE

AF
TE

R

GET READY FOR SUMMER WITH OUR 
CLEAN START WEIGHT LOSS PROGRAM

Mike Wolfe, Frank Fritz, and 
their team are excited to return to 
New York. They plan to film epi-
sodes of the hit series American 
Pickers throughout the region in 
September.

American Pickers is a documen-
tary series that explores the fasci-
nating world of antique ‘picking’ on 
History. The hit show follows Mike 
and Frank, two of the most skilled 
pickers in the business, as they hunt 
for America’s most valuable an-
tiques. They are always excited to 
find sizeable, unique collections and 
learn the interesting stories behind 
them.

As they hit the back roads from 
coast to coast, Mike and Frank are 
on a mission to recycle and rescue 
forgotten relics. Along the way, the 
Pickers want to meet characters 
with remarkable and exceptional 
items.

The pair hopes to give histori-
cally significant objects a new lease 
on life, while learning a thing or two 
about America’s past along the way.

Mike and Frank have seen a lot of 
rusty gold over the years and are al-
ways looking to discover something 
they’ve never seen before. They are 
ready to find extraordinary items 
and hear fascinating tales about 
them.

American Pickers is looking for 
leads and would love to explore your 
hidden treasure. If you or someone 

you know has a large, private col-
lection or accumulation of antiques 
that the Pickers can spend the better 
part of the day looking through, send 
us your name, phone number, loca-
tion and description of the collection 
with photos to: americanpickers@
cineflix.com or call 855-OLD-RUST. 
facebook: @GotAPick

American Pickers is produced 
by Cineflix Productions for History. 
New episodes air Mondays at 9 p.m. 
EST on History.

* * *

Join the Norwood BX Writ-

ing Group on Tuesday, August 29, 
7 p.m., in the Rec Center at the Wil-
liamsbridge Oval, for an End of the 
Summer get-together, in which local 
writers share and critique one an-
other’s work. The goal is to grow as 
writers.

The group will talk about trends 
in writing; and will incorporate how 
some of today’s music influences 
your work.

Bring paper and pen or pencil; 
there will be a writing prompt. The 
group offers encouraging ideas on 
ways to improve your work.

For further information 
and directions, email Anne@
AnneLeighton.com or visit  
h t t p s : // g r o u p s . g o o g l e . c o m /
forum/?utm_medium=email&utm_
source=footer#!forum/norwood-
writing-group or https://www.face-
book.com/groups/735595259893094/,

American Pickers to
fi lm in NY; Norwood 
BX Writing Group

EXPERIENCED
BILINGUAL OPTICIAN

Wanted in a Family Bronx OD Practice
Text or call AJ at 914-582-7729

OPTICIAN WANTED
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Councilman James Vacca 
will partner with the Bronx 
Arts Ensemble to put on the 
last performance of the Sum-
mer Concert Series. 

 The concert will be held 
on Friday, August 25, from 

6 to 8 p.m. in Pelham Bay 
Park. 

The stage will be set up 
near Middletown Road and 
Stadium Avenue. Cardinal 
Theory will be performing 
oldies from the ‘60s to ‘80s.

On Saturday, August 26, 
from 10 a.m. to 3 p.m. the 
councilman will be partner-
ing with Lower East Side 
Ecology Center to host an E-
Waste Recycling event.  

The event will be held 

near the intersection of 
Bronx Park East and Lydig 
Avenue. 

At this event, they will 
accept working and non-
working computers, moni-
tors, printers, scanners, key-

boards, mice, cables, TVs, 
VCRs, DVD players, phones, 
audio/visual equipment, cell 
phones and PDAs. 

For further information, 
call the Lower East Side Ecol-
ogy Center at (212) 477-4022.

BCA Summer Concert Series; E-Waste Recycling event

BY GENE DEFRANCIS 
We thank all of our volun-

teers, our guests, and the can-
didates for their attendance 
and help making our fi rst 
Candidates Forum a huge 
success.

Thank you Veronica Cas-
tro, Larry Mauriello, Varahn 
Chamblee, Maryann Cordani, 
Patricia Vicari, Christine Ry-
all, and Grace Lovaglio.

Thank you to Richard Sanz 
and Pamela Damon and the 
beautiful Sanz Banquet Hall 
for allowing us to stay a little 
later than we were supposed 
to and for the amazing decor. 
You always go above and be-
yond for this community and 
we love you for it.

Thank you John Cerini, 
John Doyle, Mark Gjonaj, Egi-
dio Joseph Sementilli, and 
Marjorie Velazquez for your 
time and thoughtfulness dur-
ing the debate. We are truly 
grateful to have such a pas-
sionate and talented pool of 
candidates running for our 
city council.

And thank you to the over 
100 community friends and 
neighbors who attended that 
night.

We hope those in atten-
dance were able to get in-
formed and learn more about 

the candidates. Maybe you al-
ready knew who you were vot-
ing for and just came in sup-
port of them. Maybe you had 
no clue who any of them were 
and wanted information.

The most important thing 
was we were able to share 
thoughts and ideas from a 
wide perspective in a civilized 
manner. That was the most in-
spirational and valuable take 
away from last night.

If you did not attend the 
forum you can visit our Face-
book page at Allerton Inter-
national Merchants and fi nd 
the 5fi vevideos posted.

Remember the primary is 
Tuesday, September 12. Get 
informed and go vote. Knowl-
edge is power. Communica-
tion is strength.

The Allerton Business In-
cubator has offi cially begun 
as we try to create more vari-
ety in Allerton.

It will operate every 
Wednesday to Sunday 11 a,m, 
to 5 p.m. (in August) then con-
tinue every Friday to Sunday, 
September to December.

At 930 Allerton Avenue 
come by and check out our 
mini vintage toy store, mini 
used book store, mini bath 
salts, candles and oils store 
and other items that we will 

experiment with and explore. 
All with the goal of fundrais-
ing for the community and 
bringing them to their feet 
and into a store of their own.

If you know any entrepre-
neurs, tell them to visit us 
and hopefully we can help get 
them started. If you have a 
store idea, or informational/
promotional material you 
would like to join us for any 
of these days ... please reach 
out to us at AllertonMer-
chants@gmail.com. The cost 
is $50 for the day $80 for two 
days. Money goes to pay for 
the overhead and projects on 
Allerton.

I know some don’t want to 
think about it yet, but the col-
lection for the holiday lights 
has begun. We announce the 
return of the Lucky Santa. 
Each Santa is $20 and if your 
number is drawn at our Tree 
Lighting ceremony Tuesday, 
December 5. You can win $250 
cash and $250 shopping on Al-

lerton.
Pick up your Santa at our 

offi ce 930 Allerton Avenue.
We started the week unfor-

tunately with a shooting on 
Cruger Avenue. 

I don’t want to spread ru-
mors and am waiting for con-
fi rmation but we believe this 
was a targeted attack.  I’ll 
leave it at that.

Regardless of the cause 
we do not and will not ac-
cept shootings of any kind on 
our streets. We are glad and 
thankful for social media and 
the news attention it received 
because it signals we will not 
tolerate it any more. We will 
expose it. We will remove the 
danger.

Forr those who believe 
this is a sign that Allerton is 
deteriorating... Allerton has 
never been stronger.

We hate to inform you 
crime and violence in Aller-
ton or any neighborhood in 
the Bronx is not new but it 
has,in the past, gone unno-
ticed.

We are dealing with a drug 
epidemic that is more preva-
lent in my opinion than in 
years past. But this is not the 
time to complain and lament. 
It’s time to rally together and 
react.

If you live in the Allerton 
neighborhood and suspect a 
house is selling drugs, tell 
tale signs are heavy traffi c in 
and out of a house or apart-
ment.

We can never have enough 
eyes and ears on the street. 
You can anonymously email 
us at AllertonMerchants@
gmail.com.

Incidents like yesterday 
are why this is our business. 
Countless stories of stray bul-
lets hitting innocent bystand-
ers and just the fear families 
have walking the corridor 
when they hear news like 
this.

This is why it is our busi-
ness.

We are a very welcoming 
and tolerant neighborhood. 
But when you bring violence 
into our community, then 
there is zero tolerance.

We can’t talk about it. We 
have to act. It will be an up 
and down journey but we 
won’t rest until the image of 
Allerton is restored.

We’ve come a long way and 
there is more work to do. You 
can move and leave the neigh-
borhood you love or you can 
stand with us.

Your community is your 
business.

Calvary Lutheran 
Church, located at East-
chester and Waring avenues, 
invites the Class of 2017 

Eastchester Nursery School, P.S. 97 class reunion
graduates from Eastchester 
Nursery School, P.S. 97 and 
students who were involved 
in its early release program, 

to join in on Monday, August 
21, at 6 p.m. for a celebration 
reunion.  

Bring something deli-

cious to share with everyone 
or a donation to cover food 
costs.  

Pastor Ruby and her fam-

ily will be here to see old 
friends and give thanks 
for their many years in the 
Bronx.   

BY PAUL GOLLUSCI
Hello all!
The ceremonial re-nam-

ing of a street for Cpl. Ra-
mona Valdez will take place 
on Saturday, August 26, at 1 
p.m. This will be in front of 
the Armed Forces Recruit-
ing Station on Fordham Road 
and the Grand Concourse. 
Cpl. Valdez was killed in Iraq 
when a truck driving sui-
cidal nut job drove into her 
convoy. 

All Marine Corps League 
members are asked to attend. 
Her Family will be in atten-
dance.

President Trump has 
signed a bill allowing Vets to 
seek care from private phy-
sicians for military-related 
conditions, thus freeing up 
wait times at the VA.

With summer coming to a 
close, Post 620 meetings will 
resume on Saturday, Septem-
ber 2, at 1 p.m. Come on out 

folks and make your ideas 
known.They won’t be lis-
tened to at the pub.

Dues are still due, this in-
cludes the S.A.L as well as 
the Boosters.

Another short column 
this week, but, that will soon 
change as we get back in the 
swing of things here at the 
post.

Trivia Time

Ted Kennedy died on Au-
gust 25, 2009. That means he 
has been sober for 8 years.

Japan Surrendered on Au-
gust 14, 1945.

The Panama Canal opened 
on August 15, 1914.

On August 16, 1977, Elvis 

Presley died at the age of 42. 
He is still being seen at vari-
ous locations.

August 17, 1807 saw the 
fi rst commercial steamboat 
voyage. This was ‘Fulton’s 
Folly’ in full fl oat.

On the same date in 1915, 
gold was found in Alaska.

The ship Constitution 
earned it’s nick name ‘Old 
Ironsides’ on August 19, 1812. 
That’s because cannon balls 
bounced off its sides.
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Action

Association

Temple Hatikva celebrates 7th birthday

FRANK V. VERNUCCIO, JR.
Middle class communi-

ties in the northeast Bronx 
seem to be targeted for one 
unwanted project after an-
other, but those same neigh-
borhoods are forgotten when 
it comes to things they want 
or need. 

The 45 Precinct, for ex-
ample, which covers the larg-
est geographical area of any 
other city station, is always 
short-changed when it comes 
to personnel and equipment.  
But that doesn’t mean that 
the area is forgotten when it 
comes to law enforcement. 
Just leave your car parked for 
a few minutes past the meter’s 
allotted time and you will 
fi nd out how much NYC cares 
about your obedience to the 
law. Local merchants might 
not get all the police protec-
tion they need for their stores 
and their customers, but they 
needn’t feel neglected. It’s 
guaranteed that a city inspec-
tor will be along shortly to 

fi nd something to fi ne them 
for.

By now, the facts should 
be clear to everyone: middle 
class communities are per-
ceived by New York’s state 
and local governments as lit-
tle more than cash cows to be 
taxed for the benefi t of devel-
opers who have considerable 
infl uence over city offi cials.

Recall how government 
offi cials managed to observe 
the development of major new 
retail outlets in the northeast 
Bronx, (a good thing, if done 
correctly) but then suddenly 
fell asleep when it came to the 
utter, total failure to develop 
the road systems needed to 
service those facilities with-
out causing major traffi c 
jams. When local citizens pro-
tested, they were punished by 
the implementation of a dan-
gerous new road pattern on a 
major thoroughfare.     

New York City government 
has been particularly skillful 
in deluding neighborhoods 

that they have some control 
over their communities, a 
power one would expect in a 
democracy. In 1963,  62 com-
munity planning boards were 
established by the New York 
City Charter. In 1968, their 
powers (on paper) were ex-
panded. 

Some signifi cant modifi -
cations were made in 1975. 
The major charter revision 
of 1989 supposedly increased 
community board authority 
in the environmental review 
process.  

That 1989 charter revision 
process, so beloved by estab-
lishment political interests, 
was a disguised major body 
blow to local community con-
trol.  By literally stripping 

borough presidents of most 
of their power and giving it 
to other electeds, it opened 
the door to the sort of shoved-
down-your throat projects by 
the vastly empowered central 
city government that have 
savaged middle class commu-
nities ever since. It gave local 
elected representatives the 
cover they need to do noth-
ing about projects that harm 
their constituents, but pro-
vide quantities of dollars to 
developers who become ever-
so-grateful.

It’s important to under-
stand the process of block-
busting in all this.  Unwanted 
facilities are placed in a mid-
dle class community, eventu-
ally prompting middle class 
homeowners to leave. Devel-
opers buy out those proper-
ties, sometimes at bargain 
prices, then make a fi nancial 
killing by redeveloping the 
area.

Once again, the Throggs 
Neck community has been 

subjected to the development 
of a harmful facility with 
barely any advance warning.  
The latest predatory example 
is a detox center on Bruckner 
Boulevard. In size and scope, 
it is completely out of charac-
ter for the area. It’s location, 
near schools, homes, and 
churches, is a nightmare, a 
tragedy waiting to happen.

Once again, the question 
must be asked: where were 
local government offi cials 
while all this was being set in 
motion? Did they sleepwalk 
through their duties? How is 
it that, as in numerous other 
instances, they allege that 
they learn of the problem only 
after local residents bring it 
to their attention? Will they 
do anything other than en-
gage in a photo-op, (when they 
can’t avoid totally addressing 
problems) then wring their 
hands and say they can’t do 
anything? And, if they are so 
powerless, why bother paying 
their salaries at all?

BY TONY SALIMBENE
Some important summer 

events, we need your sup-
port, still!

On Saturday, August 26 
a street overlay name dedi-
cation for a fallen Marine 
from this current confl ict is 
at 1 p.m., E. Fordham Rd. and 
the Grand Concourse at the 
old Armed Forces Recruit-
ing Station. My Bronx Le-
gionnairs, appropriate attire 

please. 
On Saturday, August 26 at 

4 p.m. is the AMVETS fund 
raiser BBQ and Horse Races 
at 1440 Shore Drive, $25 per 
person. Please reserve with 
Dennis at (718) 419-5593. 

On Saturday,  September 
9, the Hawkins Post 156 An-
nual Clambake, that’s City 
Island Avenue.

Sunday, brunch at Bronx 
Shore Community Associa-

tion, across from the little red 
house at Revere and Schley 
avenues. Not expensive, 10 
a.m. to 1 p.m., plus Trivial 
Pursuit, tunes - family fun.

Of course, 9/11 at our 

WTC monument outside the 
fi re house, Tremont Avenue 
and Cross Bronx Express-
way, usually at 7 p.m., more 
to follow. I expect a large and 
squared away Legion contin-
gent, no excuses.

Some new bartenders at 
Post 620, stop by and give 
them a hard time, I mean a 
warm Legion “Hi!”. Really, 
please stop by.

And, Tuesday, September 

12 is Primary Day, please 
vote.  

Don’t listen to whomever,  
we vote, our right, our heri-
tage. 

Until next time: I know, 
sounds like a commander 
giving uniform directives, 
but we must guard the honor 
of our outfi t.  

Always look your best, so 
the nay-sayers have nothing 
to comment about.

Happy 7th birthday, Tem-
ple Hatikva. The temple will 
hold celebratory Shabbat Ser-
vices on Friday, August 25, 
starting at 7:30 p.m.

The entire community is 
invited to attend services and 
join the congregation for this 
auspicious occasion. Follow-
ing the service, attendees will 
enjoy a special birthday party 
Kiddush, complete with birth-
day cake. If you haven’t been 
with us in a while, this is your 
perfect opportunity to come 
back to Temple Hatikva.

Established by Rabbi Harry 
Hertzberg in 2010, with the 
purpose of reaching out to un-

affi liated and disenfranchised 
Jews in the Pelham Parkway 
and surrounding communi-
ties, Temple Hatikva holds tra-
ditional, yet modern services, 
which are both meaningful 
and understandable, even for 
those with no synagogue back-
ground.

“Yom huledet sameach! 
A very happy seventh birth-
day, indeed! Every year we 
achieve new heights, touch 
more hearts, and prove anew 
the undying spirit of the Jew-
ish people. What better cause 
for celebration?” said the tem-
ple’s Cantor Kyle Cherry.” 
And with our stalwart and 

tireless volunteers, our grate-
ful and faithful congregation, 
and a wonderful and support-
ive community all around, we 
can be sure that our temple 
will continue to grow!”

Temple Hatikva also in-
vites everyone to attend its 
upcoming free High Holy Day 
services. 

Although the services are 
free, it is very important to 
make reservations, so that 
suffi cient seating and refresh-
ments are prepared.   

Reservations can be made 
by email at templehatikva@
aol.com, by telephone at (917) 
819-2456, or through the Tem-

ple Hatikva website at www.
templehatikva.com.

Rosh Hashana services 
will take place on Thursday 
and Friday, September 21 and 
22, starting at 10 a.m.  A Kid-
dush will follow each of the 
services.

The Yom Kippur Kol Nidre 
service will be held on Friday, 
September 29, at 7:30 p.m.  Ser-
vices will continue on Wednes-
day, September 30 at 10 a.m., 
with the morning Service, a 
Yizkor Memorial Service at 12 
noon, and the Concluding Ser-
vice at 6 p.m.

The temple will resume 
its regular monthly Friday 

evening Shabbat services on 
October and its monthly Sun-
day morning Adult Education 
sessions on October 22 at 10 
a.m. with guest speaker El-
len Levit, author of Lost Syna-
gogues of the Bronx (and other 
boroughs).

All of Temple Hatikva’s 
services and activities are lo-
cated at Bronx House, 990 Pel-
ham Parkway South.  

For further information 
or High Holiday reservations, 
email at templehatikva@aol.
com, phone (917) 819-2456, or 
check out Temple Hatikva on 
its website at www.templeha-
tikva.com or on Facebook.

S SSHOP OUR CLASSIFIED 
PAGES EVERY WEEK AND 

SAVE MONEY
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just 43 minutes for the same price as a 
single subway ride.”

 Calls to Councilwoman Annabel 
Palma for comment on the impact of 
the ferry service on her district were 
not returned by press time.

Adding the Soundview route will re-
quire the construction of a new 20-foot 
wide, 57-foot long fi xed concrete pier 
and a 10’ by 80’ long gangway leading to 
a 20’ by 28’ foot wide fi xed platform. 

A second 80-foot long gangway con-
nected to the platform will allow up to 
three ferry vessels to dock at a time.

Altogether, the dock structure will 
extend 291 feet into the waterway when 
the ferries are attached.

NYC Ferry launched earlier this 
year to much fanfare, adding a new 
way for people to travel across the city, 
but Bronx residents have been left out 
in the cold as the other four boroughs 
already have ferries up and running. 

The 86-foot-long blue and white fer-

Soundview NYC Ferry plan moves forward, adds a third stop 
From page 1

ries carry 149 people, and have space 
for bicycles for an additional $1 fee. 

They also feature high-tech conces-
sion stands and will soon have free Wi-
Fi. 

One-way tickets are selling for 
$2.75 

Tickets are purchased at docking 
sites, while 30-day passes sell for $121, 
or $141 with a bicycle.

Councilman James Vacca has 
called for another NYC Ferry route to 
be added from Throggs Neck, where 
there is no nearby subway line to the 
other boroughs.  

Despite concerns about conditions inside the building at 2800 Bruckner Boulevard, several 
tenants indicated that they are staying put. Community News Group

The NYC Ferry program will begin service to the Bronx via Clason Point in Soundview next year. NYC Ferry

wrote to D’Alessio and Fernandes, cit-
ing a “vast amount of controversy re-
garding 2800 Bruckner” that they have 
failed to address.  

Tenants received notices to vacate 
by Saturday, September 1 and the fu-
ture use of the building has been sur-
rounded by rumors, exacerbated by 
storing mattresses in the interior 
parking lot, contrary to the CofO, they 
said. 

“In the wake of these abrupt no-
tices, there were no concrete plans for 
the building’s future beyond evicting 
good tenants who were serving our 
constituencies,” the letter stated. 

The letter cited inconsistent state-
ments made to community organi-
zations, local media and elected offi -
cials concerning the property’s future 
plans. 

“This is not a manner in which to 
enter any community, regardless of 
your intentions,” their letter stated. 
“The lack of a clear understanding of 
what is going on and your lack of forth-
rightness has complicated this situa-
tion.” 

The letter asks the owners to con-
tact Matt Cruz, Community Board 10 
district manager and appear before 
the appropriate CB 10 subcommittee 
to discuss the owners’ future intended 
uses for the building, presenting “a 
concrete proposal.” 

Throggs Neck Strong continues 
to gather petition signatures oppos-
ing “any homeless shelters, half way 
houses and addiction treatment pro-
grams.”

Over 700 signatures have been gath-
ered as of press time. 

Kaufman said that the mobilization 
of the community around the issue has 
been fantastic.

Jaen drew a parallel between this 
fi ght and a successful 1980s effort 

TN Strong to tackle 2800; community set to defeat landlord 
called ‘Save Our Neck’ that many cred-
ited with blocking a homeless shelter 
from occupying a vacant nursing home 
at 707 Throgs Neck Expressway. 

“We have not seen this level of 
community awareness and support 
for over 30 years,” said Jaen, adding 
“They picked the wrong neighborhood 
to fool around with.” 

Fernandes’ company Steward Re-
development is a known developer 
of transitional housing, and accord-
ing to its website, appears to even sell 
small stakes in its converted buildings 
to individual investors for as little as 
$10,000. 

The website section soliciting in-
vestments also includes a general in-
terest video about REITs (Real Estate 
Investment Trusts), a type of real es-
tate investment vehicle that typically 
have specifi c rules as to taxes, mini-
mum number of shareholders, and 
other functions. 

Steward Redevelopment “guaran-
tees” returns of 250% to 500% on its in-
vestments. 

 Yolanda Arce of The Arce Law Of-
fi ce PLLC, said that Fernandes fi rst ap-
peared at the building several weeks 
ago claiming to be the owner’s part-
ner. 

Arce said that since that time, she’s 
received letters calling for her fi rm 
to vacate even though they recently 
signed a fi ve-year lease. 

“We are rejecting this notice of evic-
tion because by law you inherit occu-
pants of a building who have a lease,” 
said Arce, adding she had never been 
told by either party that the building 
was classifi ed a ‘community facility.’ 

She also said that some for-profi t 
tenants have spent tens of thousands 
of dollars on offi ce improvements.

The building’s maintenance has 
been neglected, said Arce. 

“(Fernandes) does this for a living,” 
said Herbert Corzantes, a representa-
tive of another tenant. “He buys prop-
erty in distress and tries to evict ten-
ants.” 

Corzantes believes the strategy is 
to make life so diffi cult for the tenants 
that they will voluntarily move else-

where. 
He added that services like clean-

ing bathrooms and removing trash 
have declined. 

Community leader James McQuade 
named the coalition searching for an-
swers Throggs Neck Strong, according 
to members. 
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“I’m looking just to make a difference on the 
team, and to try and compete for a spot on the 
team and get in some games as a freshman, and 
my role will hopefully grow.”
LUKE MCNAMARA   . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 79

BY LAURA AMATO
It all happened in the blink 

of an eye. 
Monsignor Scanlan girls 

basketball coach Tom Cata-
lanotto was pacing the side-
lines a few months ago when 
he realized, without question, 
something was wrong. 

Catalanotto was diagnosed 
with an atrial fl utter – a heart 
rhythm disorder that required 
surgery in May and kept him 
from his usual summer coach-
ing schedule. It also put every-
thing in stark focus for the 
long-time coach and, now, Cat-
alanotto has his sights set on a 
return and a change. 

“It was kind of scary be-

cause my heart rate was at, 

like, 240,” Catalanotto said. 
“They found out that I had 

this condition and they told 

me that it was cureable.” 

“I gave up any of the sum-
mer teams I was doing and I 
took it easy,” he added. “I just 
wanted to take my time and 
relax and get everything in 
order, but I took all kinds of 
tests and everything came out 
great. I’m back to normal, if I 
was ever normal, and feeling 
good.” 

Catalanotto underwent a 
procedure called cardiac ab-
lation – which helps redirects 
the heart’s electrical signals 
to control blood fl ow – and 
while he’s quick to point out 
that the health scare was, of 
course, just a bit terrifying, 
he’s also anxious to get back 
into the swing of things. 

“I’m itching to do some-

thing now,” Catalanotto said. 
“I’m really looking forward 

to the season. We’re going to 

have a great bunch of kids 

and they got to experience 

being in a championship 

game last year, so I know 

they’re dying to get back 

there and we should have a 

good shot to do that.”

Catalanotto isn’t lacking 
for enthusiasm on the side-
lines. The former Molloy 
coach – who led the Lady Stan-
ners to a state championship – 
has spent the last six years at 
Scanlan and has been deter-
mined to help build up the pro-
gram in the Bronx. 

“We joke about it be-

cause it was a project,” Cat-
alanotto said. “I don’t know 

what it was, I think it was 

the way they treated me at 

Molloy. I won a state cham-

pionship and then I lost my 

job over there an I think 

that drove me to do some-

thing over here at Scanlan. 

Things always happen for a 

reason.”

Of course, the road to 

success at Scanlan hasn’t 

been a smooth one. Catalan-
otto’s earliest memory with 
the Crusaders was an open 
gym during his fi rst year of 
coaching, bringing together 
the returning players only to 
fi nd that just two of the could 
actually dribble the basket-
ball. 

It’s all changed since then. 
Scanlan clinched yet another 
Archdiocesean championship 
last season and came up just 
short of a state title, falling to 
The Mary Louis Academy in 
overtime. Now, the Crusaders 
and Catalanotto have their 

sights set on a championship, 
sparked by an offseason that 
has been nothing short of eye-
opening. 

“I think this is what the 

school needed to get re-

vived,” Catalanotto said. “It’s 
headed in the right direction. 
I’m glad to be a part of it, I 

really am.”

Catalanotto’s ready for the 
next step, literally – he’s walk-
ing two miles every night now 
– and while his health scare 
threw things into rather 
sharp focus, the coach is more 
than ready to get back into the 
game. 

“It’s in my blood. I’ve 

been doing it for over 20 

years and I don’t really do 

anything else,” Catalanotto 
said. “It really gives me pur-
pose.”

LADYLADY
CRUSADERS CRUSADERS 
COACHCOACH
READY TO READY TO 
RETURN TO RETURN TO 
SIDELINESSIDELINES

Lady Crusaders coach Tom Catalanotto can’t imagine a life without coaching, but this summer was spent away from the sidelines. Monsignor Scanlan Athletics
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Coach Mike Berkun and the 
SUNY Maritime Men’s Basket-
ball Team are hosting a unique 
opportunity for boys in grades 
9 through 12.  Sunday Skills 
and Drills provides a 90-min-
ute basketball workout every 
Sunday morning from 9:30  to 
11 a.m.  

This will be a small teaching 
environment where players will 
be put through drills and con-
trolled scrimmages in order to 
maximize learning.  

The fi rst workout will start 
on Sunday, September 17, 
running through Sunday, No-
vember 12.  

Come prepare for your up-
coming season by working 
out like a college basketball 
player.

 Sign up by calling (718) 409-
4841 or emailing mberkun@
sunymaritime.ed.

SUNY Maritime

Basketball Team

opportunity

WINSTON DINKINS 
PRESIDENT / HEAD COACH
Wow! Best in the Coun-

try!!!  I’m not sure if our 
athletes realize what they 
have accomplished! We 
train all year to qualify 
and compete in the Junior 
Olympics!!! The USA Track 
Field Junior Olympics was 
held in Lawrence, Kan-
sas from July 23rd thru 
July 29th.  The AAU Ju-
nior Olympics was held at 
the Eastern Michigan Uni-
versity, Ypsilanti, MI on 
July 28th through August 
5th, 2017.  Both meets had 
the best youth athletes in 
the country and some ath-
letes attended both meets.  
Velocity had two athletes 
attend the USATF Junior 
Olympics (Dakota and Ki-
maris Hickman). This was 
their 1st Outdoor Junior 
Olympics meet and they 
were nervous.  The compe-
tition was hard and earn-
ing a medal was diffi cult.  
The top 8 athletes in the 
event / gender & division 
were presented their med-

als on the podium.  Dakota 
was determined to stand 
on the podium and that is 
what she did.  Dakota re-
turned home with a 5th 
place fi nish in the high 
jump in the Girls 9 & 10 
age division.  

Velocity had 13 athletes 
(Brianna Burrell, Shy-
enne Blake, Dontae Lindo, 
Pierce Parker, Treynece 
Davis, Hannah Gadpaille, 
Jaelah Eargle, Adoni-
jah Washington, Tiarra 
Jackson, Jada Clarke, Sa-
niah Caldwell, Matthiaus 
Love-Anderson and Ay-
sya Brown) competed in 
the AAU Junior Olympics.  
This was the 1st Junior 
Olympics for most of them 
too!  We (coaches) did a 
great job keeping them re-
lax and competition ready.  
The competition was fi erce 
with the best athletes from 
around the country. There 
were 25 national records 
broken (15 girls & 10 boys) 
at the 2017 AAU Junior 
Olympics and a Velocity 
athlete broke one!  Yes, 

Brianna Burrell won the 
8 & under girls long jump 
and broke the national re-
cord that was set in 2012. 
She also took 7th in the 
100 meters race, earning 
two medals.  Olyvia Bur-
rell also made it to podium 
in the girls 11 years long 
jump division with an 8th 
place fi nish.  Tiarra Jack-
son stood on the podium to 
receive her 6th place medal 
for the 11 years old girls 
division 1500 meter race 
walk.  Bringing our 2017 
Junior Olympics medal 
count to 5.  In 2015, we re-
turn home with 1 medal 

(National Champion).  We 
are truly Blessed!  

Plus we had some ath-
letes that broke their per-
sonal record at the Ju-
nior Olympic and that is 
important to the coaches.  
To compete on the biggest 
stage of youth track & fi eld 
and perform your best is 
awesome.  Therefore, con-
gratulations to Brianna 
Burrell, Aysya Brown, 
Adonijah Washington, 
Hannah Gadpaille, Pierce 
Parker, Shyenne Blake and 
Dontae Lindo for breaking 
your personal record!!!

Velocity Track Club 
New York is a 501C3 Non 
for profi t.  100% of your do-
nation will go towards 

helping our children. 
Support your youth, so 
they can continue to do 
great things! For addi-
tional information, you 
can go to our web site Ve-
locitytrack.org or contact 
me, Coach Winston Din-
kins

 at 914-441-6196 or email 
watclt@aol.com.  

Velocity Track Club Athletes sport-
ing their Junior Olympics medals!   

USA Track Field Junior Olympics

BY TROY MAURIELLO
Choosing where to take the 

next step after high school is 
often one of the toughest deci-
sions that a person will make in 
their early adulthood.

For highly recruited high 
school athletes, that decision of 
where to take the next step be-
comes even tougher. Trying to 
fi nd a school that is the perfect 
fi t on the fi eld, in the classroom 
and for the rest of your family 
only becomes more diffi cult un-
der the intensely watchful eyes 
of fans, friends, coaches and 
media members.

But for Luke McNamara, 
that decision was never really 
in doubt.

McNamara, a three-year 
starter for the Fordham Prep 
boys soccer team, was an-
nounced earlier this month 
as a new member of the Ford-
ham University 2017 recruiting 
class. But attending Fordham 
Prep wasn’t his only connec-
tion the school.

McNamara’s father – and 
head coach at Fordham Prep – 
Pete, and both older brothers, 
Mike and Greg, all spent time 
with the Fordham soccer pro-
gram. This gave Luke an oppor-
tunity to watch his brother’s 

games up close and, probably, 
ended up being the deciding fac-
tor in his college choice.

“Ever since my brother’s 
went there and I was right on 
campus, went to the games and 
everything, I kind of knew I 
wanted to go there,” he said. 
“My dad’s working there on 
campus, so I think it was prob-
ably my fi rst choice.”

But McNamara made sure to 
note that while familial ties did 
impact his eventual decision, 
his Fordham family members 
themselves did not try to lobby 
with him to play for the Rams. 
In fact, the opposite ended up 
happening.

“They encouraged me to look 
at other places to go to school, 
but I always knew I wanted to go 
here,” McNamara said. “I was 
familiar with the campus, went 
to high school right on campus, 
so I kind of knew I wanted to fol-
low their steps.”

McNamara knows the type 
of career he must have if he in-
tends to follow in the footsteps 
of his father and brothers, how-
ever his play throughout high 
school has that quest off to a 
solid start. A three-year starter 
at Fordham Prep, McNamara 
helped the 2016 Rams become 

the fi rst team in school history 
to go undefeated with a perfect 
16-0 record.

However even through the 
familial ties and high school 
success he had on the same 
campus where he’ll play in col-
lege, McNamara knows he’ll 
have to earn everything he has 
while at Fordham, including a 
starting spot.

“I’m looking just to make a 
difference on the team, and to 
try and compete for a spot on 
the team and get in some game 
as a freshman, and my role will 
hopefully grow,” he said.

In order for that role to grow, 
McNamara knows that he’ll 
have to make some changes 
to his game to adapt to the col-
lege level. At 6-1, he knows that 
he must put on some muscle 
weight in order to out-physical 
defenders and be the playmaker 
that he was at Fordham Prep.

“I’m not really a big guy, I’m 
pretty skinny so I’m just try-
ing to get used to the physical-
ity and trying to play a lot faster 
than the high school game,” he 
said. “Try to gain weight and 
some muscle so I can compete.”

For what it’s worth, 
Fordham head coach Jim 
McElderry spoke very highly 

of McNamara in a Fordham 
press release announcing the 
program’s incoming fresh-
man, saying, “Luke is a good 
all-around player with techni-
cal ability. I expect him to play 
a role for us during his four 
years at Rose Hill.”

But in order for McNamara 
to take that fi rst step in playing 
that role, he’ll fi rst have to gel 
with the rest of his Fordham 
teammates. He believes that 
the education he received at 
Fordham Prep, namely the Je-

suit values and mottos he was 
taught, will help him commu-
nicate with his upperclassmen 
teammates, who are currently 
learning those values at Ford-
ham.

“The upperclassmen have 
all gone through a year or a 
couple years of learning from 
priests or whatever Jesuits, so 
I can bond with them through 
that,” he said.

Close to home: Prep star ready for next step at Fordham
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BACK-TO-SCHOOL CHECKLIST
BACKPACK
PENCILS
NOTEBOOKS
HAIRCUT

CHECK-UP AT

Schedule your child’s Back-to-School physical & immunizations between August 2nd 
and September 1st and get a FREE BACKPACK at UCHC while supplies last!

Kindergarten • Elementary • Middle School • High School
Accepting New Patients – Open Evenings

Locations:
260 East 188th Street
2021 Grand Concourse

470 Fordham Road, Fordham Plaza
2016 Bronxdale Avenue, Suite 301

For more information or to make an appointment, please call:
718.220.2020

Most Insurance Plans Accepted
(Medicaid/Commercial/Medicare/Union/VA)

www.uchcbronx.org


