
BY ARTHUR CUSANO
After more than a year of plan-

ning and discussion, the city has 
killed the application for the con-
troversial Baychester Square 
shopping center project. 

Councilman Andy King an-
nounced the development in a 
press statement on Wednesday, 
August 9. 

He thanked the mayor for lis-
tening to the community’s con-
cerns about the proposed project. 

“It’s my understanding that 
the administration realized that 
the City Council was planning to 
vote against this project today as 
a result of the strong community 
opposition shown in the months 
leading up to this decision,” King 
stated.

King also thanked constituents 
who signed petitions against the 
project, as well as fellow elected 
leaders James Vacca and Ritchie 
Torres, who had also opposed the 
project. 

The councilman has been a vo-
cal opponent of the project, argu-
ing his district did not need more 
low-wage jobs and had argued 
instead for a school or corporate 
park that would provide better 
paying positions.

“We now have to go back to the 
drawing board and I am commit-
ted to working with the MTA, the 
administration and most impor-
tant, the local residents who live 
near this site and fi nd common 
ground in moving forward with a 
better plan,” King stated.

The shopping center was to 
be built on a former golf driving 
range along East Gun Hill Road 
and I-95 and across from the Home 
Depot shopping plaza. 

Plans by developer Grid Prop-

BY ARTHUR CUSANO
Civic leaders from across the 

Bronx are mourning the loss of 
one of their own who passed away 
much too soon. 

Andrew Sandler, the district 
manager for Community Board 
7, died Saturday, August 5, after 
a long bout with an unspecifi ed 
cancer. He was 31 years old.

Sandler was hired to lead CB 
7 in January of 2016 but had been 
absent for much of the time due to 
an unspecifi ed probationary is-

sue and later the debilitating ef-
fects of his illness. 

He returned to work briefl y in 
June before he was forced to leave 
again as his illness progressed.

“Community Board 7 is very 
saddened by the premature death 
of Andrew Sandler. Our heartfelt 
thoughts and prayers go out to his 
family during this very diffi cult 
time,” said CB 7 chairwoman Ad-
aline Walker-Santiago.

 Sadler was remembered Mon-

BY PATRICK ROCCHIO
The possibility of a detox center 

or supportive housing at a 2-story 
offi ce building has galvinized the 
Throggs Neck community. 

Two meetings on Thursday, 
August 3 – one outside of the com-
mercial building at 2800 Bruckner 
Boulevard and a meeting of the 
Throggs Neck Strong coalition – 
indicated the fi rm resolve of the 
community to fi ght what they see 
as undesirable use for the prop-
erty. 

The coalition meeting, hosted 
at the Crosstown Diner by Billy 
and Peter Tsibidis, chaired by 

Steve Kaufman, an attorney, and 
co-chaired by Bob Jaen, president 
of the Throggs Neck Merchants 
Association, drew a crowd of 150 
people. 

Throggs  Neck Strong was 
founded specifi cally to address 
concerns about 2800 Bruckner 
Boulevard. 

Kaufman said that he got in-
volved after being approached by 
commercial tenants at the offi ce 
building being told to vacate by 
September despite valid leases, 
and by three local residents who 
live nearby. 
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Bruckner owner claims 
a change in plans

Assemblyman Mark Gjonaj, who spoke at the rally in front of 2800 Bruckner Bou-
levard on Thursday, August 3, led the crowd in a chant against the proposed use.
 Photo by Silvio Pacifi co
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BY PATRICK ROCCHIO
How many Latino candi-

dates in a City Council race 
are too many?

Well, apparently in the 
contest to replace a term-
limited councilman in the 
13th City Council District, 
the answer to that question 
is ‘any more than one’.

The field of candidates 
for the hotly contested Dem-
ocratic Primary to replace 
James Vacca on Tuesday, 
September 12 may be get-
ting shorter. 

In that race, the two male 
Latino candidates appear to 
be off the ballot, and they 
charge that another candi-
date, a fellow Latina who al-
legedly promotes a progres-
sive agenda, was behind the 
challenge to their petitions 
that was apparently suc-
cessful. 

Victor Ortiz, who as of 
press time, still has two 
days to appeal the decision 
by NYC Board of Elections 
that removed him from the 
ballot on Tuesday, August 
8, said at his  hearing that 
he worked “really hard on 
this” race and called the 

process unfair. 
Any Democrat can chal-

lenge a candidate, and in 
this case the challenger, Re-
becca Chant, used an elec-
tion attorney with ties to 
the campaign of Marjorie 
Velezquez, Ortiz told the 
Bronx Times. 

“Rebecca Chant is ob-
jecting for Marjorie Ve-
lazquez-Lynch,” Ortiz said. 
“Instead of Marjorie Ve-
lazquez-Lynch filing the 
objection, she had a third 
party (file).” 

The challenge has appar-
ently knocked both him and 
Alex Gomez out of the race, 
which Gomez confirmed. 
They were the only other 
Latinos in the race.

“We don’t know who the 
hell Rebecca Chant is,” 
said Ortiz, who added that 
he could not find her at her 
alleged address in the bor-
ough. 

It initially looked like 
Ortiz might make the bal-
lot, submitting 1,464 signa-
tures. 

After two BOE chal-
lenges, his petition total was 
knocked down to 428 valid 

signatures. For a city coun-
cil race, 450 valid signatures 
are needed to qualify. 

“It really felt like a de-
mocracy for once,” he said, 
when he thought he made 
the cut. He called the chal-
lenges “an abuse of power.” 

Ortiz said that whether or 
not he’s on the ballot, he was 
glad he participated in the 
process and would like to 
educate other aspiring can-

didates on what to expect. 
Gomez said running was 

a great experience and that 
he learned a lot from the 
process. 

Gomez also confirmed 
that he got a ballot challenge 
that looks to have originated 
with Velazquez. 

“Honestly, she was the 
last person I expected to see 
challenge any of her coun-
terparts, especially her La-
tino counterparts,” said 
Gomez. “She is running on 

Latino empowerment, and 
it is kind of anti-Latino to 
challenge only other Lati-
nos.” 

Gomez said he believes 
that Velazquez is nothing 
more than a part of the status 
quo and represents the abu-
sive politics of the past. 

Gomez, who was running 
for the first time and who may 
continue on as a write-in can-
didate, said his team could 
not verify that Rebecca Chant 
lived on Radcliff Avenue ei-
ther, as records indicated. 

Both he and Ortiz said they 
traced Chant to New Jersey, 
with Ortiz saying she had ap-
parently just moved into the 
district.  

Ortiz said he doesn’t be-
lieve that his and Gomez’s 
departure from the race will 
unify Latinos. 

A spokesman for Ve-
lazquez, who did not want to 
be quoted directly, stated in 
an email that the campaign 
was subject to legal chal-
lenges like those her two op-
ponents received. 

None of the other candi-
dates in the race were chal-
lenged. 
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Victor Ortiz, seen here in the crowd 
at a candidate forum at The Sanz on 
Tuesday, August 8, may be contesting 
a ruling that could keep him off the 
ballot in the 13th District’s Democratic 
primary. Photo by Ray Maldonado

Alex Gomez said he was glad to learn 
more about the process. 
 Photo courtesy of Alex Gomez

2 Latino 13 CD candidates axed from primary ballot 
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ANTIQUES & ESTATE BUYERS

ANTIQUE & ESTATE BUYERS
We buy anything old. One piece or house full. 

WILL TRAVEL. HOUSE CALLS.

ANTIQUE & ESTATE BUYERS
We buy anything old. One piece or house full. 

WILL TRAVEL. HOUSE CALLS.
WILL TRAVEL

ENTIRE
TRI-STATE!

FREE
Estimates!

We Pay $CASH$ For 
Paintings, Clocks, Watches, 
Estate Jewelry & Fine China, 

From Single Items 
to Entire Estates!
Coin & Stamp Collections

Costume Jewelry
Antique Furniture  Lamps
Bronzes  Paintings  Prints

Chinese & Japanese 
Artwork & Porcelain

Sports Collectibles 
Comic Books  Old Toys  Records
Cameras  Sterling Flatware Sets

HUMMELS & LLADROS

ANTIQUES & ESTATE BUYERS

TOP $ PAID
FOR JUDAICA
COLLECTIBLES

HOUSE
CALLS

MOVING orDOWNSIZING?CALL
US!

Top $ Paid
for Antique

Sterling!

Military
Collections

Wanted
Swords,
Knives,

Helmets, etc.

SEE OUR AD EVERY SUNDAY IN THE POST

SAME DAY  
SERVICE  

AVAILABLE

SERVING BRONX 
AND THE ENTIRE  
TRI-STATE AREA

516-974-6528516-974-6528

WILL TRAVEL. WE MAKE HOUSE CALLS.
1029 WEST JERICHO TURNPIKE, SMITHTOWN, L.I.

HOUSE 
CALLS

ASK FOR CHRISTOPHER



erties for the outdoor shop-
ping center included fi ve 
blocks of shopping and a se-
nior housing facility.

Grid Properties princi-
pal Drew Greenwald had po-
sitioned Baychester Square 
as an outdoor retail center 
with numerous shopping 
and dining options, similar 
to Cross County Shopping 
Center and Ridge Hill in 
Yonkers. 

Greenwald could not be 
reached for comment before 
press time. 

Community Board 12 
had voted overwhelmingly 
in favor of the project in 
March, and Borough Pres-
ident Ruben Diaz Jr. had 
also thrown his support 
behind the project on the 

condition that a deed re-
striction be created to keep 
the project from being de-
veloped as an outlet mall.

CB 12 district manager 
George Torres confi rmed 
the news, and said he had 
been notifi ed of the latest 
development by the NYC 
Economic Development 
Corporation. 

Board chairman Wil-
liam Hall called the prop-
erty an eyesore and a source 
of community complaints, 
and called the lack of immi-
nent change at the site dis-
sapointing.

“We hope that today’s 
developments are a minor 
setback,” Hall said. “Com-
munity Board 12 voted in 
support of this project for 
all of the benefi ts this devel-

opmennt will bring to the 
community. It is our hope 
that administration and 
city council will revisit this 
issue and work towards an 
amicable solution. This 
community and the Bronx 
overall need more retail 
options in addition to the 
senior housing that was go-
ing to be created.”

The proposed project 
had received consistent 
criticism from Prestige 
Properties, which owns the 
Bay Plaza and adjacent in-
door mall, The Mall at Bay 
Plaza. 

The company argued 
building a second large 
shopping center right 
across the highway would 
hurt its businesses and re-
sult in a loss of jobs.    

He said that the coali-
tion would continue to hold 
meetings until the issue is 
resolved; he called for unity, 
and for a sense of discipline 
among those who would be 
fi ghting plans against any 
undesirable use. 

“They made a big mis-
take – they underestimated 
us,” said Jaen.

Responding to playful 
calls of “pay your rent” 
from the crowd, several 
commercial tenants at the 
coalition meeting vowed to 
continue paying their rent if 
possible, as per their leases, 
and to stay in the building 
even under notice by the 
purported new owner, Mi-
chael Fernandes, to vacate 
by September. 

According to Fernandes, 
he purchased the Limited 
Liability Corporation that 
controls the building from 
Michael D’Alessio, who has 
a number of companies, in-
clude D’Alessio Enterprises 
in Scarsdale and Michael 
Paul Enterprises LLC in 
White Plains. 

Billy Tsibidis took issue 
with Michael D’Alessio’s ap-
parent sale of the building, 
pointing out that D’Alessio 
grew up in the community, 
and asked if he would want 
a detox facility or something 
similar next to his home. 

Jaen expressed a simi-
lar sentiment concerning 
D’Alessio apparent sale of 
the property. 

The website for Fer-
nandes’ company, Steward 
Redevelopment, indicates 
that he provides housing at 
other locations, promises 
landlords a 250% to 500% 
premium on a building’s 
rent roll if they partner with 
him, and solicits invest-
ments for as low as $10,000. 

“I will tell you as far as 
elected offi cials on the state 
level, anything he proposes 

that requires any kind of 
state funding is something 
he is not going to get,” said 
Senator Jeff Klein at the 
rally outside of the build-
ing. 

Councilman  James 
Vacca said that mattresses 
and furniture moved into 
the parking area, which 
made the community sus-
picious, needed to be re-
moved. 

 Assemblyman Michael 
Benedetto said at the out-
doors gathering that it was 
diffi cult to get at the facts, 
but that it was clear that the 
city and state knew nothing 
about proposed plans for so-
cial services at the location. 

“We are all united in 
this, the entire elected offi -
cial delegation,” said Bene-
detto, who said the elected 
offi cials would not let the 
community down, and 
urged against the spreading 
of rumors.  

Assemblyman Mark 
Gjonaj, who represents a 
neighboring assembly dis-
trict, led the community 
in a chant of “no clinic, no 
shelters, no rehab,” outside 
of the building. 

The current tenants of 
the building are concerned 
about their own futures.

Herbert Corzantes, who 
operates a printing com-
pany at the building, said 
that relocating the business 
would cause hardship. 

“It is already causing 
a lot of harm for our busi-
ness,” said Corzantes. “Our 
clients have to be put aside; 
we told them we have a situ-
ation that we have to deal 
with (and) some expect an-
swers right away.” 

The printer said that his 
company will continue  pay-
ing its rent and stay in the 
building. 

A nearby homeowner 
said that whatever use the 
owner has in mind (that is 
different from its current 

use), would not receive her 
support. 

“This is a residential 
neighborhood,” said Maria 
Masella. “After 50 years, I 
want my piece of mind.” 

A meeting between 
Gjonaj, Klein, Benedetto, 
and Vacca with Hamzah 
Alameen, a man with a Fa-
cebook post recruiting a 
workforce for “inpatient de-
tox,” at 2800 Bruckner Bou-
levard, that had been sched-
uled for Friday, August 4, 
was cancelled. 

Vacca informed constitu-
ents over the past weekend, 
in a Facebook video, that 
he would not meet any of 
the building’s new manage-
ment team without the com-
munity being present  

However, in an about-
face, on Monday, August 8, 
Vacca met Fernandes se-
cretly, along with two ten-
ants from the building, but 
failed to inform the commu-
nity of the meeting. 

Vacca claims Fernandes 
allegedly assured him that 
there will be no housing and 
that he needed more details 
about his plans for a “well-
ness center.”

Fernandes also told 
Vacca that he was halting 
evictions, but may have to 
relocate tenants to create 
larger blocks of space.

But on Wednesday Fer-
nandes started evicting ten-
ants again, Vacca learned.

The new landlord told 
Vacca that D’Alessio has 
been using the property im-
properly since 2008, when it 
opened. 

The building was built 
as a community facility 
and can only be leased for 
healthcare, educational 
and governmental, as well 
as other limited uses, he 
claims.

The evictions Fernandes 
is pursuing are to fulfi ll the 
building’s occupancy re-
quirements, so it seems.
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Rallies thwart detox proposal

Baychester Square retail development 
killed by Mayor de Blasio

Plans for Baychester Square, a large outdoor shopping center, have been pulled by the mayor’s offi ce 
due to a lack of City Council support. Grid Properties
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BRIDAL FASHION
BRIDAL CENTER
7233 Amboy Road, Staten Island, (718) 227-8647
www.alwaysabridesmaidboutique.com

BRIDAL STYLES BOUTIQUE
905 Ave. U, Brooklyn, (718) 339–3222
www.bridalstylesboutique.com

MONEY SAVER SHOES INC.
Specializing Wide Widths, Dyeable & Evening Shoes
2098 Flatbush Ave., Brooklyn, (718) 258-0171

ULTIMATE FASHIONS
4255 Amboy Rd, SI, NY 10308  (718) 605-3274
316 Woodbridge Center Drive, Woodbridge, NJ 07095
(732) 750-1174, ultfash@optonline.net  
Staten Island Mall
Lower Level, Macy’s Wing Staten Island New York 10314 (718) 
370-2984, www.ultfash.com

TUXEDOS
TUXEDO WORLD OF STATEN ISLAND
2791 Richmond Ave #6, SI, NY 10314
(718) 698-4859, www.tuxedoworldsi.com

CATERING & VENUES
ADRIA HOTEL & CONFERENCE CENTER
221-17 Northern Boulevard, Bayside, NY 11361
(718) 631-5900, www.adriahotelny.com

ATLAS STEAKHOUSE
943 Coney Island Avenue, off  18th Ave., Brooklyn, NY
(646) 494-7227, www.AtlasSteak.com

BAY RIDGE MANOR
476 76th St., Brooklyn, (718) 748-8855
www.bayridgemanor.com

BAYSIDE HISTORICAL SOCIETY
208 Totten Ave - Fort Totten, Bayside, NY 11359, 
(718) 352-1548, www.baysidehistorical.org/rentals.html

BUCKLEY’S
2926 Ave. S, Brooklyn
(718) 998-4222, www.buckleyscaterers.com

DYKER BEACH GOLF COURSE
86th Street and 7th Avenue, Brooklyn, NY 11228
(718) 836–9722 x 1 or privateeventdirector@dykerbeachgc
www.dykerbeachgc.com

EDIBLE ARRANGEMENTS
133-22 Springfi eld Blvd. (718) 528-3344
158-18 Cross Bay Blvd. (718) 848-3344
1357 Fulton St. (718) 622-3344
1557 Ralph Ave. (718) 451-3344
www.ediblearrangements.com/stores/StoreLocator.aspx

GLEN TERRACE
5313 Ave. N, Brooklyn (718) 252-4614

GRAND OAKS COUNTRY CLUB
200 Huguenot Ave., Staten Island
(718) 356–2771, www.grandoaksnyc.com

GRAND PROSPECT HALL
263 Prospect Ave., Brooklyn (718) 788-0777
www.grandprospecthall.com

GREENHOUSE CAFE
7717 Third Ave., Brooklyn (718) 833-8200
www.greenhousecafe.com

IL FORNETTO
2902 Emmons Ave. in Brooklyn, (718) 332-8494
www.ilFornettoRestaurant.com

KENNEDY’S BREEZY POINT
406 Bayside, Rockaway Point, NY 11697
(718) 945-0202, www.kennedysbreezypoint.com

MARBELLA RESTAURANT
220-33 Northern Blvd., Bayside, NY 11361
(718) 423-0100, www.marbella-restaurant.com

NICK’S LOBSTER HOUSE
2777 Flatbush Ave, Brooklyn, NY 11234, (718) 253-7117

PARADISE CATERING HALL
51 Avenue U, Brooklyn, NY 11223
(718) 372-4352, www.theparadisecateringhall.com

THE PEARL ROOM
8518 - 3rd Avenue, Brooklyn, NY 11209
(718) 833-6666, www.pearlroombklyn.com

PELHAM BAY & SPLIT ROCK GOLF COURSE
870 Shore Road, Bronx, NY 10464, (718) 885-1258 x224 or  
privateeventdirector@pelhamsplitrock
http://www.pelhamsplitrock.com

QUEENS BOTANICAL GARDEN
43-50 Main St, Flushing, NY 11355 (718) 886-3800 x201
www.queensbotanical.org/weddingsandevents

SCHNITZEL HAUS
7319 5th Avenue, Bay Ridge, NY 11029
(718) 836-5600, www.schnitzelhausny.com

SIRICO’S CATERERS
8015-23 13th Ave., Brooklyn, (718) 331-2900,
www.siricoscaterers.net

TERRACE ON THE PARK
52-11 111 Street, Flushing, NY 11368, (718) 592-5000,
www.terraceonthepark.com

THE VANDERBILT AT SOUTH BEACH
300 Father Capodanno Blvd., Staten Island
(718) 447-0800, www.vanderbiltsouthbeach.com

LODGING
ADRIA HOTEL AND CONFERENCE CENTER
221-17 Northern Boulevard, Bayside, NY 11361
www.adriahotelny.com, (800) 272-3742

ENTERTAINMENT
AMAZING BOTTLE DANCERS
(800) 716-0556, pasproductions@yahoo.com 
www.bottledancers.com

E-SQUARED PRODUCTIONS/
360 ENTERTAINMENT
4308 Richmond Ave. in Staten Island or 1665 Bath Ave. in 
Brooklyn, (718) 227–3235, www.e2dj.com

FAVORS & INVITATIONS
UNFORGETTABLE EVENTS
2049 Flatbush Ave in Brooklyn, (718) 377-4535,

FLORISTS
FLORAL FANTASY
3031 Quentin Rd. in Brooklyn, (718) 998-7060 or
(800) 566–8380, www.fl oralfantasyny.com

HENRY’S FLORIST
8103 Fifth Ave. in Brooklyn
(800) 543-6797 or (718) 238–3838, 
www.henrysfl oristweddingevents.com

MARINE FLORIST AND DECORATORS
1995 Flatbush Ave. in Brooklyn, 
(800) 447-6730 or (718) 338-3600, 
www.marinefl orists.com

JEWELRY
BENNY’S JEWELRY
89-02 165th Street, Suite B-1, Jamaica, NY 11432
(718) 526-4613, www.bennyny.com

BOBBY’S JEWELERS DIAMOND SPECIALIST
514 - 81 Street, Brooklyn, NY, 11209
(718) 745-1725

LIMOUSINE SERVICES
MILA LIMOUSINE CORPORATION
(718) 232-8973, www.milalimo.com

ROMANTIQUE/DOUBLE DIAMOND LIMOUSINES
1421-86 Street, Brooklyn (718) 351-7273
2041-Hylan Blvd., Staten island (718) 351-7273
www.rddlimos.com

SERGI’S PARTY LIMO
171-15A Northern Blvd, Queens, NY 11358
(718) 353-5466, (212) 682-4040, (516) 489-4040
Toll Free: (888) 546-6134, (888) limo-134
Fax: (718) 353-5499, info@sergislimo.com
www.sergislimo.com

VIP LIMOS SVC
(516) 488-LIMO(5466), 
www.viplimosvc.com

PHOTOGRAPHY & VIDEO
FANTASY PHOTOGRAPHY
3031 Quentin Rd., Brooklyn (718) 998-0949
www.fantasyphotographyandvideo.com

GLAMOUR ME PHOTO & VIDEO
104-12 111th St., South Richmond Hill, (888) 400-2738 or (718) 
504–1970, www.glamourmestudio.com

ONE FINE DAY PHOTOGRAPHERS
459 Pacifi c St., Massapequa Park (516) 690–1320
www.onefi nedayphotographers.com

SALONS
AF BENNETT SALON
350 New Dorp Lane, Staten Island NY 10306
(718) 979-9000 www.afbennett.com

PILO ARTS SALON
8412 3 Ave, Brooklyn (718) 748–7411  www.piloarts.com

SERVICES
JOSEPH LICHTER, D.D.S.
1420 Ave. P in Brooklyn, (718) 339-7878,
www.josephlichterdds.com

OMNI DENTAL CARE
313 Kings Hwy. in Brooklyn, (718) 376-8656
www.omnidentalcare.com

THE VEIN CENTER OF THE VASCULAR INSTITUTE 
OF NY
Dr. Natalie Marks
960 - 50 Street, Brooklyn, NY 11219  
(718) 438-0067
www.vascularnyc.com

TRAVEL
JO-LYN TRAVEL AGENCY
7505-15th Avenue, Brooklyn, NY 11219
(718) 232-3139, jolyntravel@aol.com

WEDDING EXPOS
BOSCO’S WEDDING EXPO
www.cl.boscoweddings.com

BRIDAL AFFAIR
(718) 317–9701, www.bridalaff air.com

GREAT BRIDAL EXTRAVAGANZA
North Babylon, NY 11703, 631-667-EXPO (3976)
www.greatbridalextravaganza.com

TO BE INCLUDED IN THIS DIRECTORY CALL (718) 260–2500
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POT of GOLD
Sherbee Antiques is a family-owned business that has been 

serving the tri-state area for over 60 years. 
We buy from the full contents of homes and estates 

to single items. We specialize in high-end goods such as 
antiques, art, fi ne porcelain, lighting, bronzes and sculptures. 

We have particular interest in fi ne jewelry, timepieces, 
diamonds, gold and silver. 

If you call we will come to you, free of charge, and evaluate 
what you are selling. We know the value of your possessions 
and are willing to pay top dollar on the spot. Please feel free 
to call seven days a week for a free same day consultation.

You may be sitting on a large fortune. 
Call Sherbee Antiques. They’ll tell you how much.

CALL TODAY 917-748-7622 OR 718-762-7448 
You’ll be glad you did.

Sherbee  Antiques
Est. 1940

BY BOB GUILIANO
A trio of elected offi cials 

joined forces to sponsor a 
fi sh fry on Friday, August 
4, for residents of Throggs 
Neck Houses who are with-
out cooking gas.

Senator Jeff Klein, As-
semblymen Mark Gjonaj 
and Michael Benedetto 
hosted the buffet featuring 
the tasty deep-fried fi sh, 
along with pasta, chicken 
and side dishes, at the Kips 
Bay Boys and Girls Club, 
Throggs Neck Unit, 550 Bal-
com Avenue.

The gas leak was discov-
ered on Friday, July, 28. 

“We’ve got to feed the 
people,” Monique Johnson, 
president of the Throggs 
Neck Residents Council, 
said that Gjonaj told her.

“This is something they 
propose to do every week-
end — Fridays, Saturdays 
and Sundays — until this is 
resolved,” Johnson said at 
the evening fi sh fry.

The buffets will be of-
fered at the Boys and Girls 
Club on Fridays, and at the 
Throggs Neck Residents 
Council offi ce on Saturdays 
and Sundays, because the 
club is booked those days, 
according to Johnson.

The gas leak affects the 
tenants of 2821 and 2815 

Dewey Avenue, a two-sided 
building with 35 apart-
ments on each side, affect-
ing 70 families and over 250 
residents.

After a leak was re-
ported, the main gas line 
was turned off at the build-
ing, according to Johnson.

“They did not fi nd out 
where the leak was coming 
from,” Johnson said, refer-
ring to ConEd. “They shut 
the main gas line down.”

NYC Housing Author-
ity had to contact Con Ed 
and the NYC Department 
of Buildings for a permit 
to do the work to fi x the gas 
connections in every apart-
ment in the building. 

NYCHA will update 
Johnson on what phase the 
repair is in, so she can in-
form residents.

“At this particular mo-
ment, it doesn’t matter 
where the gas leak is com-
ing from because they shut 
down the main (line),” 
Johnson said. “So nobody 
has gas and they’re going to 
redo everybody’s gas con-
nection.”

In response to an in-
quiry by the Bronx Times 
Reporter, NYCHA provided 
an update Monday, August 
7, on the situation.

“Our fi rst priority during 

a gas leak is resident safety,” 
said Jasmine Blake, NYCHA 
deputy press secretary, in a 
statement via e-mail. “We 
are urgently working with 
the Department of Buildings 
and Con Ed to restore ser-
vice as quickly and safely as 
possible.”

NYCHA intends to re-
place the gas lines in each 
of the 70 apartments, call-
ing the remedy “lengthly 
but necessary” and a “frus-
trating process.”

“We greatly appreci-
ate residents’ patience and 
partnership,” Blake said.

NYCHA’s Environmen-
tal Health and Safety Unit 
inspected the building on 
Saturday, August 5, to see 
what safety precautions 
are necessary for the type 
of permit the project re-
quires.

The permit from the 
DOB is expected by the end 
of week (Friday, August 11), 
and full repairs are antici-
pated by mid-September, 
according to the statement.

Con Ed will be required 
to turn the gas back on once 
the physical work is com-
pleted and DOB inspects 
and approves the work.

Each apartment re-
ceived an electric hot plate 
to prepare meals.

Fish fry for TN 
Houses’ tenants 

without gas

Senator Klein (2nd row, c), and assembly members Gjonaj (front, l) and Benedetto (front, r) with Mo-
nique Johnson (2nd row, 2nd from r) and Throggs Neck Houses residents. Photo by Silvio Pacifi co
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In keeping with a time honored tradition, the 52nd Precinct and 52nd Precinct Community Council hosted the annual National Night 
Out Against Crime police-community partnership celebration on Tuesday, August 1 at Williamsbridge Oval Recreation Center.

52nd Precinct Celebrates National Night Out Against Crime

Artist Apryl Cadabra (r) painted an incredible fl oral 
design on Briseis Rosa Cintron’s right arm. 
 Photo by Miriam Quin

(l-r) The Target Team’s Kathleen Moreno, Bianca Castillo, 
Justin Alston and Kodie Smith distributed free backpacks 
to guests. Photo by Miriam Quin

Youth Law Explorer Morenelis Rodriguez (r) gra-
ciously accepted her award certifi cate from deputy 
inspector Peter Fiorillo, 52nd Precinct commanding 
offi cer and Brenda Caldwell-Paris, 52nd Precinct 
Community Council president. Photo by Miriam Quin

Diane Walters (c) was honored with a Special Recognition 
Award for her dedicated service to the 52nd Precinct Com-
munity Council and her community. Photo by Miriam Quin

Deputy inspector Fiorillo (c) and Caldwell-Par-
is (2nd from r) received a proclamation from 
Public Advocate Letitia James (2nd from l) and 
congratulations from Councilman Fernando 
Cabrera (l) and Assemblyman Victor Pichardo.
 Photo by Miriam Quin

Caldwell-Paris (back, l) and deputy inspector Fiorillo 
(back, c) presented award certifi cates to 52nd Precinct 
Community Council members (back, l-r) Sallie Caldwell, 
Patricia Newland, Jerry Landron, Gwen Hunter and 
(front, c) Grace Seimer. Photo by Miriam Quin
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BY BOB GUILIANO
An apartment in Morris 

Heights harbored a heroin-
packaging operation that was 
capable of distributing more 
than 10,000 individual-dose 
glassine envelopes of heroin 
on the street.

The drug factory was dis-
rupted by law enforcement of-
fi cials on Wednesday, August 
2, when they arrested fi ve 
suspects who had been under 
surveillance operating out 
of 1678 Nelson Avenue, a six-
story apartment building in 
Morris Heights.

NYC special narcotics 
prosecutor Bridget Brennan 
said in a news release that 
about 18 kilograms (nearly 40 
pounds) of heroin were seized 
from the apartment and a sus-
pect’s car at the Cross County 
Shopping Center in Yonkers.

“It is critically important 
that we continue our efforts to 
curb the fl ow of heroin to our 
streets,” Brennan said. “In the 
mill raided yesterday, agents 
and investigators recovered 

40 pounds of what appeared 
to be heroin destined for the 
New York City metropolitan 
area, the Northeast region.”

Found in the apartment 
were heroin, packaging ma-
terials and ink stamps, grind-
ers, electronic scales and hun-
dreds of  empty envelopes. 
Found in the car were the 
10,000 drug-fi lled envelopes.

“Our investigation stopped 
more than 18 kilos of heroin 
from reaching our streets,” 
said NYPD Commissioner 
James O’Neill. “This dili-
gence by detectives, federal 
agents and prosecutors will 
inevitably save lives.”

DEA Special Agent in 
Charge James Hunt said that 
opioid traffi ckers are infi l-
trating neighborhoods where 
hard-working New Yorkers 
are raising families.

“Not only are these traf-
fi ckers bringing crime and 
temptation to New Yorkers’ 
doorsteps, but they are fuel-
ing opioid addiction through-
out the Northeast,” Hunt said. 

“That is why New York’s drug 
law enforcement continues to 
zero in on traffi ckers in our 
city.”

The fi ve alleged suspects 
arrested were Luis Amador 
and Carlos Soto of the Bronx; 
Cheyenne Baker and Marvin 
Rosa of Lebanon, PA.; and 
Jose Genao of NY.

The arrests unfolded as 
offi cials observed a suspect 
carrying a backpack leav-

ing the apartment building 
at 11:30 a.m. on Wednesday, 
August 2, and enter a black 
Jeep. 

They followed it to the 
parking lot at the shopping 
center. There they saw an-
other person enter the Jeep 
and exit with the backpack. 

The backpack was then 
placed in the trunk of a silver 
Ford Focus.

DEA agents stopped the 

car near 35 Vredenburgh 
Avenue, and upon searching 
the trunk, found the back-
pack, which contained the 
10,000 drug-fi lled envelopes 
branded with the name “7-
Up.” 

That’s when Rosa and 
Baker were arrested. The 
other suspects were arrested 
at the apartment building.

Besides the prosecutor’s 

offi ce, DEA and NYPD, also 
involved in the bust were Dis-
trict Attorney Darcel Clark, 
and NY Drug Enforcement 
Task Force Group T-21.

“This case illustrates our 
relentless investigation and 
prosecution of those who traf-
fi c heroin to the city and those 
who package it for distribution 
in our neighborhoods, causing 
devastation,” Clark said.

Heroin drug operation foiled in Morris Heights

Heroin bundles, loose heroin and packaged heroin glassines seized 
in the bust.  Offi ce of the Special Narcotics Prosecutor

Carlos Soto. 
 Photo courtesy of U.S. Drug 
Enforcement Administration

Luis Amador. 
 Photo courtesy of U.S. Drug 
Enforcement Administration

BY ARTHUR CUSANO
Local community leaders 

are railing against a White 
Plains Road building that 
recently started to house 
homeless families, but a city 
spokesman said the build-
ing has been in operation for 
months. 

Councilman Andy King 
led a protest with several 
neighborhood leaders outside 

the seven-story residential 
building at 3677 White Plains 
Road on Monday, July 31 to 
protest what he called a ‘bait 
and switch’ by the developer, 
the Stagg Group.

“The Stagg Group has 
built an 80/20 building where 
80 percent of the residents 
are from shelters,” King said. 
“But at the fi rst conversations 
I had with the Stagg Group a 

year and half ago they were 
going to build market rate af-
fordable housing for working 
families, with some mixed 
use.”

King said he was not op-
posed to supportive housing, 
but said moving such a large 
number of homeless people 
into a building can over-
whelm a building and the 
surrounding neighborhood.

“Because of the behav-
iors of whatever is happen-
ing with some of the folks in 
that building, we have more 
homeless people outside of 
the building during the sum-
mer months, drug use out in 
the open, public urination,” 
he said. 

Some of the local busi-
ness owners also lodged com-
plaints about residents pan-
handling outside their store 
or shoplifting, King added.

Community Board 12 dis-
trict manager George Torres 
said the board had lobbied for 
permanent housing but was 
frustrated by how the city 
and Stagg had handled the 
creation of such facilities. 

The NYC Department of 
Homeless Services recently 
announced a similar building 
on Broadway in Kingsbridge 
would be used for homeless 
families after Stagg told the 
community  it was market-
rate housing, drawing the ire 
of local politicians and Com-
munity Board 8. 

“Mark Stagg has a his-
tory in this district and it’s 
not a very good history,” 
Torres said. “This is like the 
third time he’s taken a build-
ing developed as market rate 
and turned it into something 
else.”

Torres said the city did not 

disclose to the board where 
the shelters and cluster sites 
are located in the district, 
making it diffi cult to even 
know how saturated this dis-
trict is compared to other 
parts of the city.

“It’s unfair to continue 
to dump on my district,” he 
said.

 But DHS spokesman Isaac 
McGinn said the community 
was alerted to the facility 
nearly a year ago before the 
tenants moved in, and that 
protests were detrimental to 
the building’s occupants.

“As we address the dual 
citywide challenges of home-

lessness and affordability, 
which impact every commu-
nity across the fi ve boroughs, 
we are proud to deliver high 
quality, affordable housing 
for formerly homeless fami-
lies,” he said.

The building is currently 
home to 93 formerly homeless 
families, as well as 24 other 
households, McGinn said. 

Forty-two of those home-
less families previously re-
sided in the Bronx, including 
nine families who lived in CB 
12.

 Calls to the Stagg Group 
and its owner, Mark Stagg, 
went unanswered.  

Stagg-built homeless 
housing draws CB 12’s rath

Mohamet Mbaye (c) addressed the neighborhood’s deterioration 
since the building at 3677 White Plains Road has been turned to a 
de facto homeless shelter, without suffi cient resources. 
 Photo by Silvio Pacifi co

Mr. Moore (c), a neighboorhood resident, aired additional issues he has regarding the city administra-
tion’s abuse of his community. Photo by Silvio Pacifi co
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BY BOB GUILIANO
A new luxury apartment 

building has begun accept-
ing tenants at 2763 Morris 
Avenue in Bedford Park. No 
date for occupancy has been 
set yet.

Elina Golovko of Doug-
las Elliman Real Estate has 
been named the exclusive 
leasing and marketing agent 
for the project.

“Basically, the rent var-
ies,” said Jessica Kroll, pub-
lic relations manager for El-
liman. “For one bedroom, 
it’s $1,900 to $2,875. I think 
that the response rate they 
have gotten thus far has 
shown that people are able 
and willing to spend.”

Developed by Alex and 
Eric Berkovitch of Univer-
sal Contracting, the 11-story 
building comprises 75 resi-
dences. 

Architecture is by James 
McCullar Architecture, PC 
and interiors are by Ana 
Monasher. 

 “I set out to create a 
residential building that 
promotes an active lifestyle 
while embracing the essence 
of modern urban living,” 
Berkovitch said. “The high-
end features and amenities 
of 2763 Morris Avenue in-
troduce a never-before seen 
lifestyle to Bedford Park.”  

Berkovitch also said that 
it is unlike any other devel-
opment in the area, and feels 

that it will have a positive 
impact on the local economy 
and the residents of the com-
munity. 

Berkovitch purchased 
two properties — one was a 
home that was demolished 
in 2008 — and the other was 
an Episcopalian church that 
was replaced two years ago, 
according to Kroll. 

They made a deal with 
the church that it would be 
included within the build-
ing. 

So now there’s 9,000 
square feet of space for the 
church on the ground fl oor 
of the building. There’s a 
room for Sunday school, of-
fi ces, a cafeteria and a place 
of worship.

Golovko added that “there 
is no other residential project 
in the area that exudes this 
level of style and attention to 
detail. This, combined with 
the building’s luxurious ame-
nities and outstanding views 
of the city and river, have us 
anticipating a high velocity 
of leasing for these spectacu-
lar units.”

The views offer full van-
tage points of the city down 
to Freedom Tower at the 
WTC, the Palisades Cliffs, 
Lehman College, Fordham 
University and the NY Bo-
tanical Gardens. 

The luxury building is 
composed of one- and two-
bedroom units, along with 

several studios. 
Rental prices range from 

$1,755 for the studios, $1,985 
to $2,540 per month for 1-bed-
room apartments; $2,075 and 
$2,310 for 2-bedrooms. 

Each residence includes 
room-by-room controlled 
heating and cooling, which 
is included in the price. 

The open fl oor plans pro-
vide residents with a spa-
cious living environment, 
while the state-of-the-art fa-
cilities within the building 
give them access to ameni-
ties.  

These features include 
a top-of-the-line fi tness cen-
ter, on-site laundry room, 
9th fl oor sun terrace, tenant 
lounge room with coffee bar, 
a private terrace and bicycle 
storage to promote an active 
lifestyle.  

High-speed Internet is 
incorporated throughout.  

Security features for the 
residence consist of a part-
time doorman in the lobby, 
a real-time security moni-
toring screen also visible 
online and a video intercom 
in every unit.

For more information on 
the property, visit www.el-
liman.com or call (646) 288-
2535. 

Councilman Fernando 
Cabrera was reviewing the 
apartment plans and was 
not ready to comment yet.

Bedford Park luxury 
rental building launched

A new luxury rental development is now accepting lease applications at 2763 Morris Avenue in Bed-
ford Park. The 11-story building has 75 apartments, including studios, 1-bedrooms and 2-bedrooms.
 Community News Group/Bob Guiliano

BY ROBERT WIRSING
A Mott Haven play-

ground has opened its own 
Field of Dreams for local 
baseball players.

On Thursday, July 27, 
NYC Parks commissioner 
Mitchell Silver; DREAM 
executive director Richard 
Berlin; Council Speaker 
Melissa Mark-Viverito; Bor-
ough President Ruben Diaz, 
Jr.; former New York Yankee 
fi rst baseman Mark Teixeira 
and representatives from 
Cal Ripken Foundation, Un-
der Armour and Baseball 
Tomorrow Fund celebrated 
the grand opening of Patter-
son Playground’s new ball 
fi eld.

DREAM, a non-profi t 
formerly known as Harlem 
RBI, raised $1.5 million as 
part of Parks’ Adopt-a-Park 
program to transform the 
former concrete blacktop 
into a baseball fi eld com-
plete with dugouts and an 
outfi eld fence.

“The achievement of 
turning a blacktop into a 
true ball fi eld here in the 
south Bronx was possible 
because of the hard work 
of this community and we 
are incredibly grateful for 
all of their efforts,” shared 
Berlin.

Construction began last 
fall and was recently com-
pleted to include a brand 

new synthetic turf fi eld ben-
efi ting the community and 
P.S. 18 students.

Measuring at just un-
der an acre, the fi eld will be 
used for DREAM summer 
and after-school program-
ming to provide children 
with opportunities to recog-
nize their athletic and aca-
demic potential.

According to commis-
sioner Silver, Parks will 
start a $2.5 million renova-
tion of the 2.37-acre Patter-
son Playground in fall 2018 
complete with new basket-
ball and handball courts, 
play equipment, swing sets, 
a new community garden 
and landscaping.

The phase II renovation 
is being funded by $2.2 mil-
lion from Council Speaker 
Mark-Viverito and $300,000 
from Mayor de Blasio.

“DREAM has shown that 
little league can make a big 
difference in the lives of our 
kids, inspiring and nurtur-
ing nearly 2,000 children by 
giving them a place to play, 
learn and grow,” expressed 
Council Speaker Mark-Viv-
erito.

“I am excited about the 
impact this new fi eld will 
have on the school and 
the community and I look 
forward to working with 
DREAM to improve the lives 
of our borough’s youth for 

years to come,” said Diaz.
Constructed in 1953, the 

playground honors Ford-
ham Prep and Fordham 
University alum Lester W. 
Patterson, a former Bronx 
County judge appointed 
by President Franklin D. 
Roosevelt to serve as the Na-
tional War Fund chairman 
in 1945.

Patterson was voted into 
a second term, but died 
shortly after Election Day 
on November 16, 1947.

The ball fi eld was made 
possible through the collab-
orative efforts of Jay and 
Patty Baker, Baseball To-
morrow Fund, Cal Ripken 
Foundation, Gray Founda-
tion, New York Yankees, 
former Yankees future Hall 
of Fame shortstop and third 
baseman Alex Rodriguez, 
Under Armour, Mark-Viver-
ito, Diaz, Community Board 
1 and Patterson Houses Ten-
ant Association.

“We feel great whenever 
any of our community’s ball 
fi elds are renovated,” said 
Cedric Loftin, CB 1 district 
manager. “Patterson Play-
ground’s new ball fi eld will 
ensure our community’s 
continued positive develop-
ment while also providing 
our youth amazing opportu-
nities on and off the fi eld.” 

Patterson Playground 
sports new ball fi eld

(front, l-r) NYC Parks commissioner Silver, Borough President Diaz, Council Speaker Mark-Viverito and 
many others celebrated the grand opening of Patterson Playground’s ballfi eld. Photo by Aracelis Batista
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45nd Precinct Hosts National Night Out Against Crime
The annual National Night Out Against Crime helped bring everyone closer together. The 45th Precinct and 45th Precinct Com-
munity Council celebrated the 34th annual nationwide police-community event on Tuesday, August 1 at Co-op City’s Greenway. 
This year’s festivities included live musical performances, an awards presentation and a special screening of ‘Kong: Skull Island,’ 
sponsored by Assemblyman Michael Benedetto, to close out the night.

(l-r) Police offi cer John Souhrada, 45th Precinct Community Affairs; Matthew Cruz, Com-
munity Board 10 district manager; Jascelen Parson; captain Carlos Ghonz, 45th Precinct 
commanding offi cer; Thomas Messina, representing Congressman Joseph Crowley, Public 
Advocate Letitia James and police offi cer Hannah Rahn, 45th Precinct Community Affairs.
 Photo by Silvio Pacifi co

Public Advocate James (c) presented a proclamation to captain Ghonz (2nd from r) and an 
awards certifi cate to Community Affairs policer offi cers Rahn (2nd from l) and Souhrada (r).
 Photo by Silvio Pacifi co

Co-op City board members Jerome Rice (l) and 
Leah Richardson (2nd from r) met with Public Ad-
vocate James and Assemblyman Michael Bene-
detto at the police-community celebration. 
 Photo by Silvio Pacifi co

(back, l-r) Bob Bieder, 45th Precinct Community 
Council president; captain Ghonz; police offi cers 
Rahn and Souhrada with bike raffl e winners Bran-
don Rodriguez and Mya Algaria. 
 Photo by Silvio Pacifi co

Captain Ghonz (l) celebrated with Junius Williams, Co-op City board director.
 Photo by Silvio Pacifi co

Brandon Key gave an awesome drum performance at this year’s 
celebration. Photo by Silvio Pacifi co
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BY PATRICK ROCCHIO
City Island’s treasury of nauti-

cal history is holding an artistic ex-
hibit before the island’s now demol-
ished iconic green crossing fades 
into memory. 

The City Island Nautical Mu-
seum’s ongoing exhibit of paint-
ings, video, photographs, etchings 
and postcards is now on display, 
celebrating the razed bridge that 
served as the community’s only ac-
cess point by road from 1901 to De-
cember 2015. 

The museum’s original plan had 
been to display one of the bridge’s 
fi nials, which are a decorative top-
pings, that the NYC Department 
of Transportation plans to at some 
point release to their care, said Bar-
bara Dolensek, vice-president and 
administrator. 

Since it was yet not available, 
and the bridge was still fresh in 
the minds of visitors and residents 
alike, the plan to display works of 
art took shape, she said. 

“City Islanders have been very 
upset to lose the bridge to begin with, 
and it has always been a feature for 
local artists,” said Dolensek.

Aside from a handful of profes-
sional artists, including Cheryl 
Brinker, most of the works came 

from City Island locals, she said. 
The 114-years of the bridge’s 

history was about more than just a 
bridge: many of islanders used it to 
defi ne themselves, and where they 
are from in the world, she said. 

“There is a large quotient of emo-
tional commitment to this bridge, 
which is really interesting, said Do-
lensek, adding “It is an image that 
has to do more with City Island’s 
sense of itself than anything else.” 

To attract visitors to the mu-
seum’s exhibit, Dolensek turned to 
Joseph Burck Jr., a local artist adept 

in a variety of mediums, including 
acrylic and clay. He builds large 
displays from Legos. 

Burck was asked to create some-
thing for a vacant storefront’s win-
dow on City Island Avenue near 
Hawkins Street used to advertise 
the museum to visitors, and he cre-
ated a Lego sculpture for the muse-
um’s promotion. 

The black replica of the 1901-era 
bridge includes both the footings of 
the old bridge, the superstructure 
and roadway. It is black to symbol-
ize mourning, he indicated. 

Burck was not necessarily in-
tending to build a Lego structure.

“I was sitting in my ‘Lego room,’ 
playing with the pieces and think-
ing about the scaffolding on the 
bridge; I realized that I can make 
this out of Legos,” said Burck, has a 
holiday display in the same vacant 
storefront next door to Kaleidoscope 
Gallery. 

James Breen created a 10-minute 
video presentation to accompany 
the exhibit, with footage like the last 
ceremonial walk over the bridge on 
December 18, 2015 and clips from 
just before the bridge’s demolition. 

“The focus was to show the 

bridge in the best light I could show 
it, the way someone would want to 
remember,” said Breen. 

Breen and his brother Tommy 
plan on creating a full-length docu-
mentary about the demolition of the 
old bridge and the building of a new 
causeway, which is now under con-
struction. 

The exhibit opened on Sunday, 
July 30. 

The museum, located at 190 Ford-
ham Street, is open on weekends 
and by appointment for most of the 
year. They can be reached at (718) 
885-0008 and their website is www.
cityislandmuseum.org.  

City Island celebrates iconic bridge’s history

The new exhibit contains many paintings and photographs, as well as video, de-
picting the old City Island Bridge that was recently taken down to make space for 
a new causeway. Community News Group / Patrick Rocchio

Joe Burck created a lego sculpture of the bridge that is being displayed in a 
storefront that’s near the museum on City Island Avenue. 
 Community News Group / Patrick Rocchio

BY PATRICK ROCCHIO
A street in University Heights 

was co-named after a woman who 
dedicated much of her life to im-
proving conditions for her com-
munity. 

Antonia Vazquez, the founder 
of the Davidson Community Cen-
ter, was honored with a street co-
naming at Davidson Avenue and 
West Burnside Avenue on Satur-
day, August 5. 

Vazquez, who moved to 1985 
Davidson Avenue in 1963, was a 
driving force behind bringing pro-
grams and services to a commu-
nity that badly needed the assis-
tance, right up until her passing in 
August 1993, according to sources. 

Councilman Fernando Cabrera, 
who sponsored the legislation hon-
oring Vazquez, said he was proud 
to have honored her at the inter-
section that was the site of one of 
her greatest achievements: David-
son Community Center. 

“Antonia Vazquez was exactly 
the kind of person every commu-
nity needs, and to whom our neigh-
borhood streets are appropriately 
dedicated,” said Cabrera, adding 
“This is a great way to honor Ms. 
Vazquez and memorialize her 

legacy of service and love for this 
community.”

The start of her work harkened 
back to a more troubled time in the 
University Heights community, 
where she began a foot patrol with 
community members to help dis-
courage crime.

She founded the Davidson Com-
munity Center in 1965 and incor-
porated it in 1968, at one point get-
ting permission from her landlord 

to distribute information from a 
room in the basement of her build-
ing, said Angel Caballero, the cen-
ter’s executive director who was 
Vazquez’s protégée.

“She was my mentor,” he said, 
calling her a leader and adding 
“She was always giving services to 
the community.” 

In the 1960s, Hispanics who 
were then primarily Puerto Rican 
faced a language barrier that of-

tentimes hampered their efforts to 
obtain housing, learn about public 
assistance like food stamps or to 
fi nd out about their elected offi -
cials, said Caballero, who’s been at 
Davidson for 42 years. 

“She was a person of informa-
tion for the community residents,” 
said Caballero. 

Her passion was working with 
youth and making sure that they 
were well cared for, and she worked 

closely with Community Board 5 to 
close the street for youth to play in 
the summer, he said, adding that 
she developed a program for 500 to 
600 young people.  

‘Toni’, as she was known in the 
community, eventually became 
the vice-chair of CB 5, a post that 
Caballero holds today. 

Aside from getting support of lo-
cal elected offi cials, she was close 
with Mayor Beame and Mayor Koch, 
said Caballero. 

She was very strong and per-
sistent in getting funding from the 
city government for programing 
the community needed, he said. 

Through her work with Mayor 
Koch and area landlords, she was 
able to develop affordable housing 
along Davidson Avenue, said Cabal-
lero.

Currently, Davidson Commu-
nity Center provides a variety of 
programs and services that adhere 
to and expand on the Vazquez’s vi-
sion, said its executive director.  

The center itself was renovated 
in three phases using city money, 
said its executive director. 

It is located at 2038 Davidson 
Avenue and can be reached at (718) 
731-6360. 

‘Antonia Vazquez Way’ named after trailblazer

Antonia Vazquez Way was offi cially co-named on Saturday, August 5, with those who remember the community activist 
who founded the Davidson Community Center. Councilman Cabrera sponsored the legislation that got the street co-named.   
 Photo by Silvio Pacifi co
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Community and law enforcement enjoyed a time honored tradition bringing each other together for a night of great fun and under-
standing. The 49th Precinct, 49th Precinct Community Council and Neighborhood Development Initiatives Corp. hosted the 34th an-
nual National Night Out Against Crime on Tuesday, August 1 at Comras Mall. The police-community partnership celebration featured 
live music by Just Nuts Party Band, dancers, amusement rides, slushies and cotton candy, a 50/50 raffl e and free information on 
crime prevention, community organizations and homeland security.

49th Precinct Celebrates National Night Out Against Crime

Local community and law enforcement leaders joined elected offi cials in celebrating togetherness. Photo by Aracelis Batista

(l-r) Police offi cer David Lepore, 
49th Precinct Community Affi ars; 
Joseph Thompson, 49th Precinct 
Community Council president and 
captain Thomas Alps, 49th Precinct 
commanding offi cer celebrated an-
other successful National Night Out 
Against Crime with the community. 
 Photo by Aracelis Batista

Councilman Andy King (back, l), Assembly-
man Mark Gjonaj (back, 2nd from l) and 
Senator Jeff Klein (back, 2nd from r) met 
with residents at this year’s community and 
police celebration. Photo by Aracelis Batista

Jacobi Medical Center provided educational life-saving literature to guests. 
 Photo by Aracelis Batista

(l-r) Elias, Dheya and Mo-
hammed Aljahim took a 
break from riding their 
bikes at Comras Mall. 
 Photo by Aracelis Batista

Carmen Figueroa brought 
her dog, Maximo to cel-
ebrate National Night Out 
Against Crime. 
 Photo by Aracelis Batista

(l-r) Our Lady of 
Shkodra’s dancers 
Elisa Qehaja, John 
Zagreda and Nadia 
Hodzic gave a crowd 
pleasing Albanian 
dance performance. 
 Photo by Aracelis Batista





day at a memorial cere-
mony at Riverdale Temple 
in the part of the Bronx 
where he got his start. 

A lifelong Bronx resi-
dent, Sandler attended 
Manhattan College and in-
terned with Congressman 
Elliot Engel. 

He was then hired by 
Councilman Oliver Kop-
pell to oversee community 
affairs. 

Koppell said Sandler 
could be tough with city 
offi cials, but was always 
fi ghting in the best inter-
est of his constituents. 

He recalled issues with 
The Majestic apartment 
building on Waldo Avenue 
where the landlord was not 
properly maintaining the 
building and letting drug 
dealers live there.

“He actually managed 

to get the city to have a re-
ceiver appointed instead of 
the landlord, and eventu-
ally the landlord was under 
such pressure he sold the 
building,” Koppell said. 

Sandler also fought tire-
lessly when the Riverdale 
Temple needed to get a 
new permit to renovate its 
kitchen after the old permit 
became invalid, he added.

“It was a tremendous 
battle with the city, the 
building department as 
well as the fi re depart-
ment and Con Edison,” 
Koppell said. “He worked 
on that for many, many 
months, maybe a year. Fi-
nally, working with an ar-
chitect and a plumber, we 
were fi nally able to get the 
kitchen certifi ed. I helped, 
but it was mostly Andrew’s 
work.”

Fellow district manager 

George Torres of Commu-
nity Board 12 was among 
those who attended San-
dler’s memorial services. 

He recalled the kitchen 
debacle Koppell spoke of 
from his time working in 
the NYC Department of 
Buildings.

“That was probably the 
beginning of our relation-
ship working together - he 
was relentless,” Torres 
said. “He was never nasty 
to anybody, but he was re-
lentless and a good guy and 
I think the Bronx lost a 
great public servant.”

When Koppell was re-
placed by current Council-
man Andrew Cohen, San-
dler stayed on with the new 
councilmember to help 
with the transition. Co-
hen also recalled Sandler 
fondly.

“The Bronx lost one of 

its most dedicated public 
servants with the passing 
of Andrew Sandler,” Cohen 
said. “Andrew touched so 

many lives in our commu-
nity and he will be sorely 
missed.”

CB 7 will begin inter-

viewing candidates to fi ll 
the position in the coming 
weeks, Santiago-Walker 
said.
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Bronx leaders remember 
CB 7 DM, Andrew Sandler

Community Board 7 district manager Andrew Sandler died Saturday, August 5 after a long fi ght with 
cancer. He was 31 years old. Facebook

BY BOB GUILIANO
As Catholic parishes 

in the Bronx continue to 
merge, some parishioners 
have had to choose another 
location to worship.

Four such parishes— 
St. Brendan/St. Ann, St. 
John/Visitation — merged 
into two and resulted in 
the churches of St. Ann 
and Visitation being ‘de-
consecrated,’ according to 
an Archidiocese of New 
York spokesman.

The church of St. Bren-
dan, 333 E. 206th Street, ab-
sorbed former St. Ann pa-
rishioners; and the church 
of St. John, 321 Kingsbridge 
Avenue, absorbed former 
Visitation parishioners.

“Several years ago we 
went through a lengthly 
parish planning process 
called ‘Making All Things 
New,’” said Joseph Zwill-
ing, director of the offi ce 
of communications for the 
archdiocese. 

“We looked at all par-
ishes in all parts of the 
archdiocese, what our 
needs and resources were, 

needs of the people were, 
and how best to use our 
resources to meet those 
needs; and how we can use 
them to build vibrant com-
munities of faith,” Zwill-
ing said

At fi rst, with the merg-
ers of certain parishes, 
both church buildings 
continued to be used for 
Masses and sacraments. 

In other cases, only one 
of the church buildings 
would be used on a regular 
basis, and the other would 
be returned to service on 
special occasions.

Then, parishes re-
quested permission to re-
duce one of their church 
buildings ‘to profane but 
not sordid use —called ‘de-
consecrated,’ according to 
Zwilling. 

As no longer a conse-
crated space, such church 
buildings would no lon-
ger be appropriate to offer 
Masses and sacraments.

When a church is closed 
in this fashion, a team goes 
in and reviews what is of 
sacramental and liturgical 

importance and what has 
monetary, historical and 
artistic value, according to 
Zwilling. 

Such items are pre-
served in a warehouse on 
Staten Island.

If a church is look-
ing for an altar, a statue 
of Saint Ann or a set of 
stained glass windows, for 
example, they have a re-
source at that warehouse, 
where they can fi nd such 
items and use them in the 
new church.

Should a parish decide it 
wants to do something else 
with the building that has 
been reduced to a deconse-
crated state, it may want 
to convert it to something 
for Catholic charities, or to 
lease it to another religious 
group, or sell it outright.

The Catholic church re-
stricts reuse of a church 
building for ‘profane but 
not sordid purposes.’ 

This means the build-
ing cannot be used for any-
thing that would violate 
church teachings, accord-
ing to Zwilling. 

For example, housing 
working class families on 
the site would be consid-
ered a secular, non-church 

purpose. 
But selling a church to 

Planned Parenthood to be 
used as an abortion clinic 

would not be allowed be-
cause the building cannot 
serve purposes contrary to 
the Catholic faith.

2 excess Bronx church buildings desanctifi ed

The Church of St. John, 321 Kingsbridge Avenue, absorbed former parishioners from the Visitation 
Church, 160 Van Cortlandt Park South, shown above. Community News Group/Arthur Cusano



B
R

O
N

X
 W

E
E

K
L

Y
   

A
u

g
. 1

3
, 2

0
1

7
   

1
6

w
w

w
.B

X
T

im
e

s
.c

o
m

SOLVE YOUR CHILD’S
READING PROBLEM
ACHIEVE

3 TO 6 YEARS OF
READING IMPROVEMENT

IN ONE YEAR!!!
“A Miracle In The Making!” - CBS TV

Dicker Reading Method
75 Brook Street, Scarsdale | 914.472.0600 | www.DickerReading.com

WATCH THIS VIDEO NOW:
www.nymetroparents.com/listing/Dicker-reading

CHILDREN AT OR
BELOW GRADE LEVEL

WILL BECOME THE
BEST READERS IN

THEIR CLASS

ACHIEVE
1 TO 3 YEARS OF

READING IMPROVEMENT
THIS SUMMER.

WATCH OUR VIDEOS NOW:
 Dickerreading.com/DRM_Advantage.ASP

SOLVE YOUR CHILD’S
READING PROBLEM


