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Baychester Square project killed by the mayor

Assemblyman Mark Gjonaj, who spoke at the rally in front of 2800 Bruck-
ner Boulevard on Thursday, August 3, led the crowd in a chant against 
the proposed use. Photo by Silvio Pacifi co

BY ARTHUR CUSANO
After more than a year of 

planning and discussion, the 
city has killed the applica-

tion for the controversial Bay-
chester Square shopping cen-
ter project. 

Councilman Andy King an-

nounced the development in a 
press statement on Wednes-
day, August 9. 

He thanked the mayor for 
listening to the community’s 
concerns about the proposed 
project. 

“It’s my understanding 
that the administration real-
ized that the City Council was 
planning to vote against this 
project today as a result of the 
strong community opposition 
shown in the months lead-
ing up to this decision,” King 
stated.

King also thanked constit-
uents who signed petitions 
against the project, as well as 
fellow elected leaders James 

Vacca and Ritchie Torres, who 
had also opposed the project. 

The councilman has been 
a vocal opponent of the proj-
ect, arguing his district did 
not need more low-wage jobs 
and had argued instead for a 
school or corporate park that 
would provide better paying 
positions.

“We now have to go back to 
the drawing board and I am 
committed to working with 
the MTA, the administration 
and most important, the local 
residents who live near this 
site and fi nd common ground 
in moving forward with a bet-
ter plan,” King stated.

The shopping center was to 

be built on a former golf driv-
ing range along East Gun Hill 
Road and I-95 and across from 
the Home Depot shopping 
plaza. 

Plans by developer Grid 
Properties for the outdoor 
shopping center included fi ve 
blocks of shopping and a se-
nior housing facility.

Grid Properties principal 
Drew Greenwald had posi-
tioned Baychester Square as 
an outdoor retail center with 
numerous shopping and din-
ing options, similar to Cross 
County Shopping Center and 
Ridge Hill in Yonkers. 

BY PATRICK ROCCHIO
The possibility of a detox 

center or supportive housing 
at a 2-story offi ce building has 
galvinized the Throggs Neck 
community. 

Two meetings on Thurs-
day, August 3 – one outside of 
the commercial building at 
2800 Bruckner Boulevard and 
a meeting of the Throggs Neck 
Strong coalition – indicated 
the fi rm resolve of the commu-
nity to fi ght what they see as 
undesirable use for the prop-
erty. 

The coalition meeting, 
hosted at the Crosstown Diner 
by Billy and Peter Tsibidis, 
chaired by Steve Kaufman, 
an attorney, and co-chaired 
by Bob Jaen, president of the 
Throggs Neck Merchants As-
sociation, drew a crowd of 150 

people. 
Throggs  Neck Strong was 

founded specifi cally to address 
concerns about 2800 Bruckner 
Boulevard. 

Kaufman said that he got in-
volved after being approached 
by commercial tenants at the 
offi ce building being told to 
vacate by September despite 
valid leases, and by three local 
residents who live nearby. 

He said that the coalition 
would continue to hold meet-
ings until the issue is re-
solved; he called for unity, and 
for a sense of discipline among 
those who would be fi ghting 
plans against any undesirable 
use. 

“They made a big mistake – 
they underestimated us,” said 
Jaen.

Responding to playful calls 

of “pay your rent” from the 
crowd, several commercial 
tenants at the coalition meet-
ing vowed to continue paying 
their rent if possible, as per 
their leases, and to stay in the 
building even under notice by 
the purported new owner, Mi-
chael Fernandes, to vacate by 
September. 

According to Fernandes, he 
purchased the Limited Liabil-
ity Corporation that controls 
the building from Michael 
D’Alessio, who has a number of 
companies, include D’Alessio 
Enterprises in Scarsdale and 
Michael Paul Enterprises LLC 
in White Plains. 

Billy Tsibidis took issue 
with Michael D’Alessio’s ap-
parent sale of the building, 
pointing out that D’Alessio 
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At Bronx Plastic Surgery, Dr. Robert Goldstein and Dr. Heather Erhard
are committed to enhancing and restoring your natural beauty with the latest
surgical advancements and plastic surgery techniques. At Bronx Plastic Surgery,
we also provide the latest options and techniques in reconstructive surgery.

Schedule your appointment today ... and experience the youthful,
life changing effects of cosmetic surgery!

A POSITIVE EXPERIENCE
We have built a foundation of trust with our patients by treating them as special individuals. Our practice 
puts patients first, providing a positive experience through personalized care to make each consultation 
and procedure as pleasant and comfortable as possible. Read more about our patients positive experiences.

HIGH STANDARDS
Through comprehensive treatment planning and a standard ofv excellence in personalized patient care, Bronx 
Plastic Surgery provides patients with the quality plastic surgery and cosmetic procedures they deserve.

EDUCATION & EXPERIENCE
Dr. Goldstein and Dr. Erhard strive to stay current on the latest standards and surgical techniques as they 
believe that the best plastic surgery procedure outcomes are a result of education and experience. We 
know that you have placed a great deal of confidence in us to provide a positive surgical experience and 
the outcome you desire, which is why we review your medical history, current health, and expectation and 
motivation for electing any cosmetic procedure before we will agree to perform a procedure.

We are Board Certified Plastic Surgeons this is our area of specialty.  
We our devoted to the education and practice of Plastic Surgery and Reconstructive Surgery.

drgoldstein@bronxplasticsurgery.com | drerhard@bronxplasticsurgery.com | Financing Available 

2425 Eastchester Road
Bronx, NY  10469

Phone: 718-405-7500
www.bronxplasticsurgery.com

BREAST
AUGMENTATION
Including Implants,
Facility Fee and Anesthesia.

$6,800

Botox $11/unit, 2 
syringes of VOLUMA, 
and one area of Botox

TUCK
Including Facility Fee 
and Anesthesia.

$7,000 $1,600
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By ARTHUR CUSANO
Civic leaders from across the 

Bronx are mourning the loss of 
one of their own who passed 
away much too soon. 

Andrew Sandler, the district 
manager for Community Board 
7, died Saturday, August 5, after 
a long bout with an unspecified 
cancer. He was 31 years old.

Sandler was hired to lead 
CB 7 in January of 2016 but had 
been absent for much of the time 
due to an unspecified probation-
ary issue and later the debilitat-
ing effects of his illness. 

He returned to work briefly 
in June before he was forced to 
leave again as his illness pro-
gressed.

“Community Board 7 is very 
saddened by the premature 
death of Andrew Sandler. Our 
heartfelt thoughts and prayers 
go out to his family during this 
very difficult time,” said CB 7 
chairwoman Adaline Walker-
Santiago.

 Sadler was remembered 
Monday at a memorial cere-
mony at Riverdale Temple in 
the part of the Bronx where he 
got his start. 

A lifelong Bronx resident, 
Sandler attended Manhattan 
College and interned with Con-

gressman Elliot Engel. 
He was then hired by Coun-

cilman Oliver Koppell to over-
see community affairs. 

Koppell said Sandler could 
be tough with city officials, but 
was always fighting in the best 
interest of his constituents. 

He recalled issues with The 
Majestic apartment building on 
Waldo Avenue where the land-
lord was not properly main-
taining the building and letting 
drug dealers live there.

“He actually managed to get 
the city to have a receiver ap-
pointed instead of the landlord, 
and eventually the landlord was 
under such pressure he sold the 
building,” Koppell said. 

Sandler also fought tire-
lessly when the Riverdale Tem-
ple needed to get a new permit 
to renovate its kitchen after the 
old permit became invalid, he 
added.

“It was a tremendous battle 
with the city, the building de-
partment as well as the fire de-
partment and Con Edison,” Ko-
ppell said. “He worked on that 
for many, many months, maybe 
a year. Finally, working with 
an architect and a plumber, 
we were finally able to get the 
kitchen certified. I helped, but it 

Bronx leaders remember CB 7 DM, Andrew Sandler

was mostly Andrew’s work.”
Fellow district manager 

George Torres of Community 

Board 12 was among those who 
attended Sandler’s memorial 
services. 

He recalled the kitchen de-
bacle Koppell spoke of from his 
time working in the NYC De-
partment of Buildings.

“That was probably the be-
ginning of our relationship 
working together - he was re-
lentless,” Torres said. “He was 
never nasty to anybody, but he 
was relentless and a good guy 
and I think the Bronx lost a 
great public servant.”

When Koppell was replaced 
by current Councilman An-
drew Cohen, Sandler stayed on 
with the new councilmember to 
help with the transition. Cohen 
also recalled Sandler fondly.

“The Bronx lost one of its 
most dedicated public servants 
with the passing of Andrew 
Sandler,” Cohen said. “An-
drew touched so many lives in 
our community and he will be 
sorely missed.”

CB 7 will begin interviewing 
candidates to fill the position 
in the coming weeks, Santiago-
Walker said.

Community Board 7 district manager Andrew Sandler died Saturday, Au-
gust 5 after a long fight with cancer. He was 31 years old. Facebook



BRONX TIMES REPORTER, AUGUST 11-17, 2017 5  BTR

WE’LL FETCH IT FOR YOU
...and deliver it to your door

Subscribe Today!

 cents

New owner: I’m developing wellness center

BRUCKNER DETOX 
CENTER OPPOSED
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Westchester Square reels over vagrants

oyalty

           

While Bronxites prepared 

to take a ‘bite out of crime’ 

at the annual August 1 Night 

Out Against Crime, one crook 

turned that around and took 

a bite out of a local merchant 

who tried to interrupt his 

thievery.A.M.A.F. Fashion business 

owner Abdul Sol felt more 

than an impact to his quality 

of life on the morning of Sun-

day, July 9, when a shoplifter 

tried to leave his store with 

a bag of clothing and Sol suf-

fered a severe bite on his left 

forearm and a dislocated right 

shoulder during a confronta-

tion with the man.
At his 25 Westchester 

Square store, Sol recalled how 

the shoplifter had on previous 

occasions been a paying cus-

tomer. 
“He spent money here, 

it’s not like I never saw him 

before,” Sol said. “He came 

around two or three months 

ago and bought a pair of 

shoes.”
But the Sunday of the as-

sault, the suspect asked for a 

shopping bag, grabbed stuff, 

and tried to leave, according 

to Sol. 
“I told him, ‘No, you can’t 

take my stuff.’”

A fi ght ensued and Sol said 

he “went to the ground with 

him. I hurt my shoulder. He 

took a big bite in my arm. I was 

at the hospital until 6 o’clock. I 

still have pain in my shoulder. 

I still can’t lift my left arm.”

Sol said he had seen the 

shoplifter associate with pa-

tients from the Bronx Psychi-

atric Center, so he fi gured he 

was a client.As Bronx Psychiatric Cen-

ter, on Waters Place, contin-

ues to release its patients on 

the street during the day, they 

interact with homeless people 

A sense of concern and out-

rage is brewing in Throggs 

Neck about a possible conver-

sion of an offi ce building into 

an unwanted use. 
Commercial tenants at 

2800 Bruckner Boulevard re-

ceived letters to vacate the 

property, and community 

leaders have formed a coali-

tion to fi ght a possible alcohol 

and drug rehab program. 

Complaints have been 

fi led with the city about beds 

being moved into the build-

ing or illegally converting it 

into a residential building, 

with some folks planning to 

take legal action against the 

landlord because they have 

leases, according to multiple 

sources. Homeowners and renters 

are also circulating petitions 

to protest what appears to be 

“a substance-abuse rehabili-

tation program recruiting 

staff” to work in the building 

and lack of community no-

tice or engagement on what 

may be sited at 2800 Bruckner 

Boulevard.  “The community is defi -

nitely mobilized,” said Steven 

Kaufman, an attorney who 

is leading the Throggs Neck 

Strong coalition looking into 

the matter, adding “I believe 

with mobilization, we might 

be able to stop what they want 

to do.” 
Tenants in the building 

say they got letters over the 

last two weeks telling them 

to vacate the building by 

September, said Bobby Jaen, 

Throggs Neck Merchants As-

sociation president and coali-

tion member. So far, at least 20 com-

plaints have been logged with 

the NYC Department of Build-

ings, including those concern-

ing “commercial space that is 

being turned into residential 

space” and those saying ten-

ants see “beds, dressers, mir-

rors and chairs,” being moved 

in.
As of press time, a meeting 

of the Throggs Neck Strong 

coalition has been planned 

for the Crosstown Diner on 

Thursday, August 3, with Jaen 

expecting around 125 people, 

following a lot of community 

organizing and petitioning 

that led to a forceful showing 

at an earlier impromptu meet-

ing on Friday, July 28. 

Anthony Mameli, Charles 

Ruttenberg Realty’s Bronx 

commercial real estate man-

ager, said the company was 

planning a grand opening for 

its new offi ce at the building 

Bronx Times Reporter

Bronx, New York 10465

Name:
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Victor Ortiz, seen here in the crowd at a can-
didate forum at The Sanz on Tuesday, Au-
gust 8, may be contesting a ruling that could 
keep him off the ballot in the 13th District’s 
Democratic primary. Photo by Ray Maldonado

Alex Gomez said he was glad to learn more 
about the process. 
 Photo courtesy of Alex Gomez

BY PATRICK ROCCHIO
How many Latino candidates in a 

City Council race are too many?
Well, apparently in the contest to 

replace a term-limited councilman in 
the 13th City Council District, the an-
swer to that question is ‘any more than 
one’.

The fi eld of candidates for the hotly 
contested Democratic Primary to re-
place James Vacca on Tuesday, Sep-
tember 12 may be getting shorter. 

In that race, the two male Latino 
candidates appear to be off the bal-
lot, and they charge that another can-
didate, a fellow Latina who allegedly 
promotes a progressive agenda, was 
behind the challenge to their petitions 
that was apparently successful. 

Victor Ortiz, who as of press time, 
still has two days to appeal the deci-
sion by NYC Board of Elections that 
removed him from the ballot on Tues-
day, August 8, said at his  hearing that 
he worked “really hard on this” race 
and called the process unfair. 

Any Democrat can challenge a can-
didate, and in this case the challenger, 
Rebecca Chant, used an election attor-
ney with ties to the campaign of Mar-
jorie Velezquez, Ortiz told the Bronx 
Times. 

“Rebecca Chant is objecting for 
Marjorie Velazquez-Lynch,” Ortiz 
said. “Instead of Marjorie Velazquez-
Lynch fi ling the objection, she had a 

2 Latino 13 CD candidates axed from primary ballot 
third party (fi le).” 

The challenge has apparently 
knocked both him and Alex Gomez out 
of the race, which Gomez confi rmed. 
They were the only other Latinos in 
the race.

“We don’t know who the hell Re-
becca Chant is,” said Ortiz, who added 
that he could not fi nd her at her alleged 
address in the borough. 

It initially looked like Ortiz might 
make the ballot, submitting 1,464 sig-
natures. 

After two BOE challenges, his pe-
tition total was knocked down to 428 
valid signatures. For a city council 
race, 450 valid signatures are needed 
to qualify. 

“It really felt like a democracy for 
once,” he said, when he thought he 
made the cut. He called the challenges 
“an abuse of power.” 

Ortiz said that whether or not he’s 
on the ballot, he was glad he partici-
pated in the process and would like to 
educate other aspiring candidates on 
what to expect. 

Gomez said running was a great ex-
perience and that he learned a lot from 
the process. 

Gomez also confi rmed that he got 
a ballot challenge that looks to have 
originated with Velazquez. 

“Honestly, she was the last person 
I expected to see challenge any of her 
counterparts, especially her Latino 

counterparts,” said Gomez. “She is 
running on Latino empowerment, and 
it is kind of anti-Latino to challenge 
only other Latinos.” 

Gomez said he believes that Ve-
lazquez is nothing more than a part of 
the status quo and represents the abu-
sive politics of the past. 

Gomez, who was running for the 
fi rst time and who may continue on 
as a write-in candidate, said his team 
could not verify that Rebecca Chant 
lived on Radcliff Avenue either, as re-
cords indicated. 

Both he and Ortiz said they traced 
Chant to New Jersey, with Ortiz say-
ing she had apparently just moved into 
the district.  

Ortiz said he doesn’t believe that 
his and Gomez’s departure from the 
race will unify Latinos. 

A spokesman for Velazquez, who 
did not want to be quoted directly, 
stated in an email that the campaign 
was subject to legal challenges like 
those her two opponents received. 

None of the other candidates in the 
race were challenged. 
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Coupon must be present at checkout. Webprices not accepted. Not responsible for typographical errors. Prices Expire 08/19/2017.

BRING IN THIS AD AND

GET 50 POINTS
($2 OFF) with Membership Card

Jam Jar 
Red & 
White  
750 ML

$599

Roscato 
Red  
750 ML

$849

Bartenurra 
Moscato  
750 ML

$1099

Santa 
Margherita 
Pinot Grigio  
750 ML

$1999

Mionetto 
Prosecco  
750 ML

$1099

LaMarca 
Prosecco  
750 ML

$1249

Indaba 
Sauvignon 
Blanc  
750 ML

$699

Casal 
Garcia 
Vinho Verde  
750 ML

$599

Whispering 
Angel 
Rose  
750 ML

$1599

Gerard 
Bertrand Cotes 
Des Roses 
Rose  750 ML

$1349

Hennessy 
VS 
Cognac  
750 ML

$3299

42 Below 
Vodka  
1 L

$999

Tito’s 
Vodka  
1.75 L

$2999

Ciroc 
Summer 
Colada 
750 ML

$3799

Bacardi 
Light & Gold 
Rum  
1.75 L

$1799

Dewars 
Scotch  
1.75 L

$3199

Johnnie 
Walker 
Black 
1.75 L

$6199

Patron 
Roca 
Silver  
750 ML

$5280

Remy Martin 
VSOP
Cognac  
750 ML

$3999

Johnnie Walker 
Blue
Scotch  
750 ML

$16499

New 
Amsterdam 
Vodka
1.75 L

$1799

Wine and Spirits
Discount Warehouse

WE WILL MATCH PRINTED PRICES FROM OTHER NEW YORK CITY LIQUOR STORES

*80722* 80722

750 ml

$22999

ARMAND DE 
BRIGNAC
ACE OF SPADES 

CHAMPAGNE BRUT 

Bring this ad for amazing 
DISCOUNTS this week!
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Among the Top Graduating Scores in MATH & ELA 
Technology “Blended Learning” UPK-Grade 8 

Highly Rated Pre-K (UPK) Program 

 

�� Full Sacrament  
    Participation Available 
 
�� Free Title I Extended 

Year (Summer) 
 
�� Free Breakfast Program 
 
�� Academic Clubs 
 
�� Scholarships &  
    Financial Aid Available 
 
�� SETSS & Title I Services 

�� Intramural and CYO 
Sports Leagues 

 
�� Spanish, Art, Music, 

Physical Education and 
Technology classes  

    (PreK-Grade 8) 
 
Family Events include:  
Welcome Back BBQ 
Halloween Extravaganza 
Breakfast with Santa 
Christmas Show  
Annual Card Party 

Open House Dates:  
Dec. 5 (Tuesday, 9-11 AM) 
Jan. 9 (Tuesday, 9-11 AM) 
Jan. 28 (Sunday, 1-3 PM) 
Jan. 30 (Tuesday, 9-11 AM) 
Feb. 13 (Tuesday, 9-11 AM) 
Mar. 13 (Tuesday, 9-11 AM) 
April. 24 (Tue., 9-11 AM) 
 

WHAT WE HAVE TO OFFER: 

1617 Parkview Avenue, Bronx, New York 10461 ~ Tel: 718-829-1706   Fax: 718-931-2693 
www.olassumptionbronx.org 

BY PATRICK ROCCHIO
The Bronx Times Reporter 

will publish your announce-
ments. Send announcements 
along with photo, to: Bronx 
Times Reporter, 3604 E. Trem-
ont Avenue, Bronx, NY 10465 or 
e-mail Bronxtimes@aol.com. 
Please include a phone number 
or a way to contact you in case 
of questions. 

A lifesaver

The following news was 
shared with the Bronx Times 
about a lifeguard:

Andrew Whelan a senior 
at Fordham Prep High School 
was working as a lifeguard on 
City Island on Sunday, July 23. 

Andrew was called to action 
when a little girl fell off a kayak 
and began to splash in the wa-
ter. 

The girl was not wearing 
a life jacket nor did she know 
how to swim. 

Andrew grabbed his buoy, 
swam to her, and brought her 
to shore. 911 was called and she 
was taken to the hospital. 

The girl is doing well and 
her parents are thankful for 

Andrew’s swift action. 
Removing barriers 

Two students from the 
Bronx are participating in Ol-
iver Scholars, a nonprofi t pre-
paring high-achieving Black 
and Latino students for suc-
cess. 

Jayden Collins, a ninth grader who will attend Phillips Academy in Andover, MA in the fall.

Samantha Mazariego, a rising fi fth grader at Immaculate Conception School.

Jayden Collins and Sa-

mantha Mazariego are tak-
ing part in the program. 

By removing economic and 
social barriers to achievement, 
Oliver Scholars helps gifted, 
underserved students achieve 
their potential as next genera-
tion change-makers, thought-
leaders and trailblazers. 

Scholarship awarded 

Cristina Farrera a bor-
ough resident and student at 
Yeshiva University’s Wurz-
weiler School of Social Work, 
has been awarded scholar-
ships by the Latino Social 
Work Coalition for their com-
mitment to the NYC Latino 
community. Farrera’s family 
hails from Costa Rica and the 
Dominican Republic. The stu-
dents who receive the award 
have overcome barriers such 
as poverty. 

Growing up as a Latina in 
a monolingual, Spanish-speak-
ing home in one of the poorest 
neighborhoods of the Bronx 
and raised with my siblings by 
a single mother who was facing 
constant fi nancial diffi culties 
has made me understand the 
importance of social work. 

USTA Foundation gives 

scholarship 

Tajmarie Preddie of the 
Bronx, a graduate of the Acad-
emy for Scholarship and En-
trepreneurship and a future 

student at University of Mon-
tana, was a awarded a $10,000 
college scholarship from the 
United States Tennis Associa-
tion Foundation. 

According to the charity: 
The honorees were selected 
from applicants throughout 
the country on the basis of their 
commitment to academic suc-
cess, to their local community 
and to their participation in 
tennis. 

Tajmarie Preddie

Cristina Ferrera
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Complete Your Back To School Prep With

August Is  Kids’  Eye Health & Safety Month

Comprehensive Eye Examinations
Styl ish & Durable Eyewear for  Chi ldren and Teens

For the Classroom, Sports, & Everything in Between! 

Throggs Neck
Westchester Square  
Parkchester

Expires:  10/1/17
Some restr ict ions may apply

BACK

metrooptics.com
800.230.EYES

$50
OFF

SCHOOLis here!2
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WESTCHESTER SQ. ATTEMPTED BANK ROBBERY

TOYOTA CAMRY CRASHES INTO STEEL FENCE

THREE SHOT ON 173RD & 174TH STREETS

42 Precinct
Sunday, August 6 at 8:00 a.m.  --  Cops re-

sponded to a 911 call of an assault near Bathgate 
Avenue and East 173rd Street. When they got to the 
scene, they were told by a 36-year-old woman that 
she was accosted from behind as she entered the 
vehicle in what was an attempted sexual assault. A 
man she described as a male black who was about 
25 years old tried to push her into the car and assault 
her. He punched her in the face, and when she fought 
back, the man fled. She was not seriously injured. She 
was bruised on her face. She declined medical atten-
tion on the scene. 

45 Precinct 
Tuesday, August 1 at 11:18 a.m. -- Police 

are seeking the public’s help in finding an Hispanic 
man in his late 30s to early 40s who tried to rob a 
bank at 2725 E. Tremont Avenue. He approached 
an employee inside and made multiple verbal de-
mands for money at different times before fleeing. 
The man fled with no proceeds. The man was of 
a medium building, about six foot tall and he had 
an unshaven face. He was last seen wearing sun-

glasses, red shorts and a red T-shirt. 

48 Precinct 
Friday, August 4 at 5:40 a.m. -- It was reported 

to cops that two men exited a fairly new white Hyun-
dai Sonata and entered a residence near Crescent 
and Belmont avenues through a side window. Once 
inside, they ransacked two bedrooms. In the pro-
cess they took a gun inside the location. Both men 
wore hats and bandanas covering their faces. The 
Sonata had gold New York State license plates. 

52 Precinct 
Friday, May 12 at 12:45 p.m. --  Someone 

entered a classroom inside of 250 Bedford Park 
Boulevard at Lehman College and took personal 
property. A wallet with credit cards and two Sam-
sung cell phones were taken. A subsequent in-
vestigation showed that there was a person who 
was driving a black BMW who later tried to buy 
gas with one of the stolen credit cards at 2290 
Boston Road. 

Police are searching for the gunmen responsible for injuring two women last week 
in Soundview. According to a NYPD spokesman, two 31-year-old women were stand-
ing near 1550 E. 173rd Street on Friday, August 4 at 11:10 p.m. when two strangers 
approached and fi red several rounds at them. One woman was struck in the leg and 
was rushed to Jacobi Medical Center. The other victim was shot in her back and left 
arm and ran into the nearby Yalla Deli and Grocery to seek shelter and help. She was 
transported to St. Barnabas Hospital. Both women are listed in stable condition. 
At 11:20 p.m. that same evening, a woman and her 3-year-old son on nearby East 
174th Street and Vyse Avenue overheard the previous incident’s gunfi re. The mother 
and her son attempted to fl ee the area, but were struck by a car. Both were taken 
to Jacobi Medical Center in stable condition. Police confi rmed the second incident 
was separate from the shooting. No arrests have been made in connection with the 
shooting. Anyone with information is asked to call Crime Stoppers at (800) 577-TIPS. 
All calls are kept strictly confi dential.         Photo by Edwin Soto

Police are searching for a man who attempted to rob a Westchester Square bank last 
week. According to a NYPD spokesman, on Tuesday, August 1 at 11:34 a.m., a 6’2” His-
panic man entered through the front door of Chase Bank on 2725 E. Tremont Avenue 
where he was greeted by an employee. The suspect reportedly said to the employee, 
“What if I told you to go to the back and get me some money?” He then got on line 
and then returned to the employee repeating the statement while placing his hands 
on his waistband and displayed a cell phone. The would-be thief repeated the state-
ment for a third time, but left the bank empty handed at which point the bank alarm 
was activated. Police said no arrests have been made in this ongoing investigation.
Anyone with information is asked to call Crime Stoppers at (800) 577-TIPS. All calls 
are kept strictly confi dential.                               Photo by Edwin Soto

Police responded to a late night car crash last week in Parkchester. According to 
a NYPD spokesman, 43rd Precinct police responded to a motor vehicle collision at 
Metropolitan Avenue and Grant Circle on Thursday, August 3 at 11 p.m. Upon arrival, 
police observed a 36-year-old woman operating a 2005 Toyota Camry which had 
collided into a metal fence across 1557 Metropolitan Avenue and Pine Drive. EMS 
responded and both driver and a 31-year-old passenger refused medical attention. A 
preliminary investigation revealed that the operator of the Toyota Camry attempted 
to make a turn, but lost control and collided into the fence located on an island in 
between lanes. No arrests were made following this incident.             Photo by Edwin Soto
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CARNIVAL
ANNUAL

AUGUST 15 THRU 28

BRING THIS AD
RECEIVE $2.00 OFF 

ON FAMILY GREEN PACK 

ONLY
VALID MONDAY THRU THURSDAY

FUN FOR THE 
WHOLE FAMILY

SPONSORED BY FRIENDS OF
COMMUNITY BOARD 11

BRONX PARK EAST & LYDIG AVE.

FOR MORE INFORMATION

CALL 718 892 6262
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LETTERS TO THE EDITOR

It will not be long before 
the Northside Pelham Park-
way Reconstruction Proj-
ect gets underway.  Like the 
southside it will involve re-
placing roadways, putting 
in new sewer lines and catch 
basins as well as a water 
main and a number of other 
infrastructure additions 
or improvements including 
sidewalks, curbs, bus stops, 
guardrails.  In addition a 
storm drain system will be 
installed under new Federal 
and DEP guidelines.  

As a co-founder of the Pel-
ham Parkway Preservation 
Alliance, a grass roots com-
munity civic group which 
strongly advocates and seeks 
to promote the preservation 
of trees on Pelham Parkway, 
my main concern, in convey-
ing that of my group, is that 
this special resource in the 
center of our community 
be respected and preserved 
throughout the upcoming 
project.  Our aim is to see 
that the parkway may con-
tinue to be enjoyed for gen-
erations to come and retain 
its historic grandeur and 
beauty.  

Pelham Parkway, as an 
integral part of the Bronx 
parks system.   This unique 
and sprawling network of 
parks and parkways in our 
area, is critical to our qual-
ity of life in numerous ways. 
Pelham Parkway provides 
our immediate area with 
beauty and scenery, critical 
to a sense of peace and com-

fort.  Its multitude of trees 
promotes the health of our 
community by filtering air 
pollutants and affording a 
place for recreational acti-
vates like walking and bik-
ing as well as the beneficial 
effects of being in open green 
space as a stress reducer.  
Additionally, convection 
currents that are generated 
by the collective tree canopy 
bring breezes into the neigh-
borhood, which are much 
welcomed in the sweltering 
summer.  Tree root systems 
hold soil in place and sop up 
many thousands of gallons of 
rain water.  Birds, which eat 
insects and mosquitoes, can 
nest and thrive, while ush-
ering in the morning with 
their chirps and songs.     

The importance of the 
parkway as the spine of our 
neighborhood cannot be 
overemphasized   One merely 
has to look at neighborhoods 
like Riverdale and Forest 
Hills, as well as the many 
suburban outlying towns to 
see that trees and greenery 
typify the landscapes as is 
the case in our area.    

While the PPPA has been 
given many verbal assur-
ances in the past regarding 
the preservation of the trees 
within the existing rules of 
NYC Department of Trans-
portation and NYC Parks 
Department mitigations con-
cerning street trees during 
construction we still urge 
everyone to be vigilant as to 
how everything is being con-

ducted.  It has taken a cen-
tury to achieve the staid and 
lush beauty of our parkway 
but can take just a few care-
less swipes of a back-hoe or 
the diversion of heavy equip-
ment onto the greenway grass 
to crush roots and kill trees.  

We are not happy with the 
fact that there is no guaran-
tee in the contract of any 
number of trees to be planted 
as a mitigation for removal 
of trees.  The Northside Re-
construction project budget 
is $134 million.  This 4-year 
project by and large involves 
the same infrastructure re-
construction as the south-
side, with the addition of the 
NYC Department of Envi-
ronmental Protection storm 
drain.  The southside cost 
$38 million while the north-
side is budgeted at $134 mil-
lion.  Whether this includes 
a redo of the southside as-
phalt botch-up is not clear 
to this author.  The point is, 
for the southside project 246 
trees of 4 ½ inch diameter 
were written into the con-
tact to be planted as part of 
the project, yet for the north-
side, with more than triple 
the budget, no trees have 
been written into the con-
tract for planting as compen-
sation for the 80 trees to be 
removed.   

Based on past meetings 
we came away very confi-
dent that the city agencies, 
including NYC Department 
of Design and Construction, 
DOT, Parks (and now DEP) 

together with its contractors 
would follow the same rules 
as with the previous project.  
We also believed that they 
would be true to their orig-
inal disclosure at the first 
meeting that only 28 trees 
would be removed on the en-
tire parkway for any and all 
reasons.  But in a subsequent 
meeting that number had 
gone up to something like 54 
to be removed and now it’s at 
80 trees.  Who knows if that’s 
even the final number! 

The question I ask is sim-
ply this:  In 2037 when a six-
year-old girl is walking with 
her dad along Pelham Park-
way will she marvel at the 
roadways and guardrails, 
while imagining the bur-
ied infrastructure of sew-
ers and water-mains or will 
she just feel very good and 
very much in place having 
this special piece of nature 
with its trees and grass all 
around and be glad to be liv-
ing here?   We all want in-
frastructure that is sound 
and reliable and assures us 
of access, and survivability 
but we believe that the green 
part of Pelham Parkway is 
something of a higher order 
and even more essential to 
our wellbeing.   We must as a 
community continue to pro-
tect the sanctity of this place 
while it undergoes major 
reconstruction which ide-
ally should be accomplished 
without significant disrup-
tion to the park aspect of Pel-
ham Parkway.   

OPED: by George Zulch Northside Pelham Parkway project 

Dear editor,
Governor Cuomo’s choice 

of Port Authority of New York 
and New Jersey executive di-
rector Pat Foye to be the new 
Metropolitan Transportation 
Authority president may not 
be the best choice. Consider 
his track record at the Port 
Authority from 2011 to to-
day.  The World Trade Center 
PATH Station costs doubled 
from $2 billion to $4 billion.  It 
took 15 years after 9/11 to com-
plete this project many years 
behind schedule.

Sixteen years after 9/11, 
the Cortland Street WTC NYC 

Transit #1 subway station is 
still two years away from re-
turning to service.  The Port 
Authority and MTA fought 
for years over budget, funding 
sources, scope and schedule.   
If there are no new delays, per-
haps the station will reopen 
by December 2018.  

The approved Port Author-
ity 2017 - 2026 ten year $32 bil-
lion Capital Plan provided 
only $3.5 billion toward con-
struction of the new $10 bil-
lion 42nd Street Port Author-
ity Bus Terminal. Initiation 
of yet another planning study 
for $70 million is just the fi rst 
down payment.  After decades 
of discussions, the project 
has yet to complete the envi-
ronmental review process, 
preliminary along with fi nal 

design and engineering -- let 
alone begin construction.

Customers may have to 
wait until the next Port Au-
thority ten year 2027 - 2036 
Capital Plan before a complete 
$10 billion funding package 
is in place.  It may be another 
twenty years from today be-
fore completion.

After 30 years, the $10 bil-
lion Cross Harbor Freight 
Tunnel has yet to complete a 
federal environmental review 
process.

Is this what transit custom-
ers have to look forward to in 
management of the MTA $32 
billion Five Year 2015 - 2019 
Capital Program  under Foye’s 
watch. Taxpayers and riders 
deserve better.

Larry Penner

Where does
lottery $$ go?

Dear editor,
The public has been wait-

ing many years for a fi nancial 
report pertaining to our New 
York Lottery.

The governor and the NYC 
mayor should answer the vot-
ers. Remember, gentlemen, ‘no 
players, no games.’

Who will be responsible to 
give us this information? By 
the way, let’s not forget that 
the majority of players are not 
millionaires, it’s the hopefuls 
and the strugglers.

What a ‘vote getter.’ Keep 
the voters satisfi ed. Elections 
are coming!

Joseph Malave

Taxpayers
deserve more
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TOO HOT TO COOK?
LET BRADYS’ DO IT FOR YOU!

 | Now Delivering to the Beach Clubs

MONDAY, TUESDAY, WEDNESDAY NIGHT

JOIN US FOR
WING NIGHTS 25¢ WINGS

TRY OUR DELICIOUS 
ANGUS RIB EYE & SHELLSTEAKS!

Order Your Wings For Any 
Event On Our Wing Hotline

1-718-HOT-WING

CATERING 
AVAILABLE 

FOR ALL 
BOROUGHS

TRY OUR DELICIOUS 
FRESH CLAMS ON THE HALF 

SHELL, BAKED CLAMS, FRESH 
MUSSELS, SHRIMP, SURF AND 

TURF AND MORE

FROM THE SEA

Thursday Nights
Surf & Turf Night

Lobster Tail & Shell Steak

FRESH SEAFOOD! MUSSELS, OYSTERS AND CLAMS

PIZZA
SPECIAL

Order Brady’s To Go @ www.pjbradystogo.com

BRADY’S 
IS NOW DELIVERING 

7 DAYS A WEEK
THROUGH 

Starting at 1130 am Mon.- thur. 
Sat. and Sunday 12 noon

(Must Have Uber App To Use This Service)

NOW SERVING
SUMMER
FROZEN DRINKS

COME ON IN AND COOL OFF! 
IN OUR NEWLY RENOVATED

DINING ROOM
PERFECT for LARGE DINNER PARTIES

WEDNESDAY NIGHT 
IS PIZZA AND PASTA NIGHT

Pie with pitcher of beer or soda only $20
Pasta night $15.95 

with craft of wine or pitcher soda

ENJOY                BUCKETS 5/$20

BUY 2
LARGE PIES 
& GET AN ORDER OF WINGS FREE

EAT-IN OR TO GO
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EXPIRES 08/31/17

BY BOB GUILIANO
A trio of elected offi cials joined 

forces to sponsor a fi sh fry on Friday, 
August 4, for residents of Throggs 
Neck Houses who are without cooking 
gas.

Senator Jeff Klein, Assemblymen 
Mark Gjonaj and Michael Benedetto 
hosted the buffet featuring the tasty 
deep-fried fi sh, along with pasta, 
chicken and side dishes, at the Kips 
Bay Boys and Girls Club, Throggs 
Neck Unit, 550 Balcom Avenue.

The gas leak was discovered on Fri-
day, July, 28. 

“We’ve got to feed the people,” 
Monique Johnson, president of the 
Throggs Neck Residents Council, said 
that Gjonaj told her.

“This is something they propose to 
do every weekend — Fridays, Satur-
days and Sundays — until this is re-
solved,” Johnson said at the evening 
fi sh fry.

The buffets will be offered at the 
Boys and Girls Club on Fridays, and 
at the Throggs Neck Residents Coun-
cil offi ce on Saturdays and Sundays, 
because the club is booked those days, 
according to Johnson.

The gas leak affects the tenants of 
2821 and 2815 Dewey Avenue, a two-
sided building with 35 apartments on 
each side, affecting 70 families and 
over 250 residents.

After a leak was reported, the main 
gas line was turned off at the building, 
according to Johnson.

“They did not fi nd out where the 
leak was coming from,” Johnson said, 
referring to ConEd. “They shut the 
main gas line down.”

NYC Housing Authority had to con-
tact Con Ed and the NYC Department 
of Buildings for a permit to do the 

work to fi x the gas connections in ev-
ery apartment in the building. 

NYCHA will update Johnson on 
what phase the repair is in, so she can 
inform residents.

“At this particular moment, it 
doesn’t matter where the gas leak is 
coming from because they shut down 
the main (line),” Johnson said. “So no-
body has gas and they’re going to redo 
everybody’s gas connection.”

In response to an inquiry by the 
Bronx Times Reporter, NYCHA pro-
vided an update Monday, August 7, on 
the situation.

“Our fi rst priority during a gas 
leak is resident safety,” said Jasmine 
Blake, NYCHA deputy press secretary, 
in a statement via e-mail. “We are ur-
gently working with the Department 
of Buildings and Con Ed to restore ser-
vice as quickly and safely as possible.”

NYCHA intends to replace the gas 
lines in each of the 70 apartments, call-
ing the remedy “lengthly but neces-
sary” and a “frustrating process.”

“We greatly appreciate residents’ 
patience and partnership,” Blake said.

NYCHA’s Environmental Health 
and Safety Unit inspected the build-
ing on Saturday, August 5, to see what 
safety precautions are necessary 
for the type of permit the project re-
quires.

The permit from the DOB is ex-
pected by the end of week (Friday, Au-
gust 11), and full repairs are antici-
pated by mid-September, according to 
the statement.

Con Ed will be required to turn the 
gas back on once the physical work is 
completed and DOB inspects and ap-
proves the work.

Each apartment received an elec-
tric hot plate to prepare meals.

Fish fry held for 
TN Houses’ tenants 
without cooking gas

Senator Klein (2nd row, c), and assembly members Gjonaj (front, l) and Benedetto (front, r) 
with Monique Johnson (2nd row, 2nd from r) and Throggs Neck Houses residents. 
 Photo by Silvio Pacifi co
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JOHN P. QUINN

SEPTEMBER 28, 1938

AUGUST 11, 2016
Our family would like to publicly thank all 
our friends and family who came to visit, 
sit and pay respect to our Dad during his 
fi nal days and the tremendous outpouring 
of Love shown to us from our friends and 
family.. Following our Dad’s passing, your 
presence and Love was greatly appreciat-
ed and there could never be enough words 
to say Thank You.

“Said goodbye, turned around

And you were gone, gone, gone

Faded into the setting sun,

Slipped Away

But I won’t cry

Cause I know I’ll never be lonely

For you are the stars to me

You are the light I follow

I will see you again, oh

This is not where it ends

I will carry you with me, oh

Till I see you again

Sometimes I feel my heart is breaking

But I stay strong

And hold on, cause I know

I will see you again, oh

This is not where it ends

I will carry you with me, oh

Till I see you again.

Not a day goes by that we don’t think of you, and pray 
for you. You are Loved and missed always

- The Brown and Quinn Family
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We’ll help take the mystery 
out of cremation.

Family Owned & Operated for over 60 years

BY BOB GUILIANO
An apartment in Morris Heights har-

bored a heroin-packaging operation that 
was capable of distributing more than 
10,000 individual-dose glassine envelopes 
of heroin on the street.

The drug factory was disrupted by law 
enforcement offi cials on Wednesday, Au-
gust 2, when they arrested fi ve suspects 
who had been under surveillance operat-
ing out of 1678 Nelson Avenue, a six-story 
apartment building in Morris Heights.

NYC special narcotics prosecutor 
Bridget Brennan said in a news release 
that about 18 kilograms (nearly 40 pounds) 

Heroin drug operation foiled in Morris Heights
of heroin were seized from the apartment 
and a suspect’s car at the Cross County 
Shopping Center in Yonkers.

“It is critically important that we con-
tinue our efforts to curb the fl ow of heroin 
to our streets,” Brennan said. “In the mill 
raided yesterday, agents and investigators 
recovered 40 pounds of what appeared to be 
heroin destined for the New York City met-
ropolitan area, the Northeast region.”

Found in the apartment were heroin, 
packaging materials and ink stamps, 
grinders, electronic scales and hundreds of  
empty envelopes. Found in the car were the 
10,000 drug-fi lled envelopes.

“Our investigation stopped more 
than 18 kilos of heroin from reaching our 
streets,” said NYPD Commissioner James 
O’Neill. “This diligence by detectives, fed-
eral agents and prosecutors will inevitably 
save lives.”

DEA Special Agent in Charge James 
Hunt said that opioid traffi ckers are infi l-
trating neighborhoods where hard-work-
ing New Yorkers are raising families.

“Not only are these traffi ckers bring-
ing crime and temptation to New Yorkers’ 
doorsteps, but they are fueling opioid addic-
tion throughout the Northeast,” Hunt said. 
“That is why New York’s drug law enforce-
ment continues to zero in on traffi ckers in 
our city.”

The fi ve alleged suspects arrested were 
Luis Amador and Carlos Soto of the Bronx; 
Cheyenne Baker and Marvin Rosa of Leb-
anon, PA.; and Jose Genao of NY.

The arrests unfolded as offi cials ob-
served a suspect carrying a backpack 
leaving the apartment building at 11:30 
a.m. on Wednesday, August 2, and enter a 
black Jeep. 

They followed it to the parking lot at 
the shopping center. There they saw an-
other person enter the Jeep and exit with 
the backpack. 

The backpack was then placed in the 
trunk of a silver Ford Focus.

DEA agents stopped the car near 35 
Vredenburgh Avenue, and upon search-
ing the trunk, found the backpack, which 
contained the 10,000 drug-fi lled envelopes 
branded with the name “7-Up.” 

That’s when Rosa and Baker were ar-
rested. The other suspects were arrested at 
the apartment building.

Besides the prosecutor’s offi ce, DEA and 
NYPD, also involved in the bust were Dis-
trict Attorney Darcel Clark, and NY Drug 
Enforcement Task Force Group T-21.

“This case illustrates our relentless in-
vestigation and prosecution of those who 
traffi c heroin to the city and those who 
package it for distribution in our neighbor-
hoods, causing devastation,” Clark said.

Heroin bundles, loose heroin and pack-
aged heroin glassines seized in the bust.
    Offi ce of the Special Narcotics Prosecutor

Carlos Soto. 
 Photo courtesy of U.S. Drug Enforcement 
Administration

Luis Amador. 
 Photo courtesy of U.S. Drug Enforcement 
Administration
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Delivery Service Available

10
PLASMA TVs

CHECK OUT OUR MENU ON-LINE AT:
WWW.WICKEDWOLFNY.COM

Restaurant & Bar
4029 East Tremont A 0

The Wicked Wolf
We Now Deliver 7 Days A Week!

Party
at the

barn
TENT

Saturday, October 7, 2017
2 pm – 10 pm

Under Our BIG TOP TENT!

FEATURING

COUNTRY FRESH

HILLBILLY PARADE

FRIDAY
SATURDAYDJ’S

INQUIRE ABOUT OUR  PARTY ROOM.

OUTDOOR CAFE

NOW OPEN
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“Look as beautiful as you are….”

FillersBotox

Offering
the latest in

Laser Hair Removal     

Botox   

Fillers 

Scleratherapy 

Skin Peel

Electrolysis

Hormone Replacement Therapy

hCG Weight Loss Program

Important Safety Information
What is KYBELLA®
KYBELLA® is a prescription medi-
cine used in adults to improve the 
appearance and profile of moderate 
to severe fat below the chin (submen-
tal fat), also called “double chin.” It 
is not known if KYBELLA® is safe 
and effective for use outside of the 
submental area and in children less 
than 18 years of age
Please see additional Important 
Safety Information inside.

Bothered by the 
fullness* beneath 

your chin?

Got Hair?
M E DIC A L  A E S TH E TIC S

3611A East Tremont Ave., Bronx, NY
347-281-5576

BY BOB GUILIANO
A new luxury apartment building 

has begun accepting tenants at 2763 
Morris Avenue in Bedford Park. No 
date for occupancy has been set yet.

Elina Golovko of Douglas Elliman 
Real Estate has been named the exclu-
sive leasing and marketing agent for 
the project.

“Basically, the rent varies,” said 
Jessica Kroll, public relations man-
ager for Elliman. “For one bedroom, 
it’s $1,900 to $2,875. I think that the re-
sponse rate they have gotten thus far 
has shown that people are able and 
willing to spend.”

Developed by Alex and Eric Berk-
ovitch of Universal Contracting, the 
11-story building comprises 75 resi-
dences. 

Architecture is by James McCullar 
Architecture, PC and interiors are by 
Ana Monasher. 

 “I set out to create a residential 
building that promotes an active life-
style while embracing the essence of 
modern urban living,” Berkovitch 
said. “The high-end features and ame-
nities of 2763 Morris Avenue introduce 
a never-before seen lifestyle to Bedford 
Park.”  

Berkovitch also said that it is unlike 
any other development in the area, and 
feels that it will have a positive impact 
on the local economy and the residents 
of the community. 

Berkovitch purchased two proper-
ties — one was a home that was demol-
ished in 2008 — and the other was an 
Episcopalian church that was replaced 
two years ago, according to Kroll. 

They made a deal with the church 
that it would be included within the 
building. 

So now there’s 9,000 square feet of 
space for the church on the ground 
fl oor of the building. There’s a room 
for Sunday school, offi ces, a cafeteria 

Bedford Park 11- story luxury 
rental building launched

and a place of worship.
Golovko added that “there is no 

other residential project in the area 
that exudes this level of style and at-
tention to detail. This, combined with 
the building’s luxurious amenities and 
outstanding views of the city and river, 
have us anticipating a high velocity of 
leasing for these spectacular units.”

The views offer full vantage points 
of the city down to Freedom Tower at 
the WTC, the Palisades Cliffs, Lehman 
College, Fordham University and the 
NY Botanical Gardens. 

The luxury building is composed 
of one- and two-bedroom units, along 
with several studios. 

Rental prices range from $1,755 for 
the studios, $1,985 to $2,540 per month 
for 1-bedroom apartments; $2,075 and 
$2,310 for 2-bedrooms. 

Each residence includes room-by-
room controlled heating and cooling, 
which is included in the price. 

The open fl oor plans provide resi-
dents with a spacious living environ-
ment, while the state-of-the-art facili-
ties within the building give them 
access to amenities.  

These features include a top-of-
the-line fi tness center, on-site laun-
dry room, 9th fl oor sun terrace, tenant 
lounge room with coffee bar, a private 
terrace and bicycle storage to promote 
an active lifestyle.  

High-speed Internet is incorpo-
rated throughout.  

Security features for the residence 
consist of a part-time doorman in the 
lobby, a real-time security monitoring 
screen also visible online and a video 
intercom in every unit.

For more information on the prop-
erty, visit www.elliman.com or call 
(646) 288-2535. 

Councilman Fernando Cabrera 
was reviewing the apartment plans 
and was not ready to comment yet.

A new luxury rental development is now accepting lease applications at 2763 Morris Avenue 
in Bedford Park. The 11-story building has 75 apartments, including studios, 1-bedrooms and 
2-bedrooms. Community News Group/Bob Guiliano
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BY ARTHUR CUSANO
Local community leaders 

are railing against a White 
Plains Road building that re-
cently started to house home-
less families, but a city spokes-
man said the building has been 
in operation for months. 

Councilman Andy King led 
a protest with several neighbor-
hood leaders outside the seven-
story residential building at 
3677 White Plains Road on 
Monday, July 31 to protest what 
he called a ‘bait and switch’ by 
the developer, the Stagg Group.

Stagg Group-built homeless 
housing draws CB 12’s wrath

“The Stagg Group has built 
an 80/20 building where 80 per-
cent of the residents are from 
shelters,” King said. “But at the 
fi rst conversations I had with 
the Stagg Group a year and half 
ago they were going to build 
market rate affordable hous-
ing for working families, with 
some mixed use.”

King said he was not op-
posed to supportive housing, 
but said moving such a large 
number of homeless people 
into a building can overwhelm 
a building and the surround-

ing neighborhood.
“Because of the behaviors 

of whatever is happening with 
some of the folks in that build-
ing, we have more homeless 
people outside of the building 
during the summer months, 
drug use out in the open, public 
urination,” he said. 

Some of the local business 
owners also lodged complaints 
about residents panhandling 
outside their store or shoplift-
ing, King added.

Community Board 12 dis-
trict manager George Torres 
said the board had lobbied for 
permanent housing but was 
frustrated by how the city and 
Stagg had handled the creation 
of such facilities. 

The NYC Department of 
Homeless Services recently 
announced a similar building 
on Broadway in Kingsbridge 
would be used for homeless 
families after Stagg told the 
community  it was market-rate 
housing, drawing the ire of lo-
cal politicians and Community 
Board 8. 

“Mark Stagg has a history 

in this district and it’s not a 
very good history,” Torres said. 
“This is like the third time he’s 
taken a building developed as 
market rate and turned it into 
something else.”

Torres said the city did not 
disclose to the board where the 
shelters and cluster sites are lo-
cated in the district, making it 
diffi cult to even know how sat-
urated this district is compared 
to other parts of the city.

“It’s unfair to continue to 
dump on my district,” he said.

 But DHS spokesman Isaac 
McGinn said the commu-
nity was alerted to the facility 
nearly a year ago before the 
tenants moved in, and that pro-
tests were detrimental to the 

building’s occupants.
“As we address the dual 

citywide challenges of home-
lessness and affordability, 
which impact every commu-
nity across the fi ve boroughs, 
we are proud to deliver high 
quality, affordable housing for 
formerly homeless families,” 
he said.

The building is currently 
home to 93 formerly homeless 
families, as well as 24 other 
households, McGinn said. 

Forty-two of those homeless 
families previously resided in 
the Bronx, including nine fam-
ilies who lived in CB 12.

 Calls to the Stagg Group 
and its owner, Mark Stagg, 
went unanswered.  

Mohamet Mbaye (c) addressed the neighborhood’s deterioration since 
the building at 3677 White Plains Road has been turned to a de facto 
homeless shelter, without suffi cient resources. Photo by Silvio Pacifi co

Mr. Moore (c), a neighboorhood resident, aired additional issues he has 
regarding the city administration’s abuse of his community. 
 Photo by Silvio Pacifi co
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BY ROBERT WIRSING
A Mott Haven playground has 

opened its own Field of Dreams for lo-
cal baseball players.

On Thursday, July 27, NYC Parks 
commissioner Mitchell Silver; DREAM 
executive director Richard Berlin; 
Council Speaker Melissa Mark-Viver-
ito; Borough President Ruben Diaz, Jr.; 
former New York Yankee fi rst base-
man Mark Teixeira and representa-
tives from Cal Ripken Foundation, Un-
der Armour and Baseball Tomorrow 
Fund celebrated the grand opening of 
Patterson Playground’s new ball fi eld.

DREAM, a non-profi t formerly 
known as Harlem RBI, raised $1.5 mil-
lion as part of Parks’ Adopt-a-Park pro-
gram to transform the former concrete 
blacktop into a baseball fi eld complete 
with dugouts and an outfi eld fence.

“The achievement of turning a 
blacktop into a true ball fi eld here in 
the south Bronx was possible because 
of the hard work of this community 
and we are incredibly grateful for all 
of their efforts,” shared Berlin.

Construction began last fall and 
was recently completed to include a 
brand new synthetic turf fi eld bene-
fi ting the community and P.S. 18 stu-
dents.

Measuring at just under an acre, 
the fi eld will be used for DREAM sum-
mer and after-school programming to 
provide children with opportunities to 
recognize their athletic and academic 
potential.

According to commissioner Silver, 
Parks will start a $2.5 million reno-
vation of the 2.37-acre Patterson Play-
ground in fall 2018 complete with new 
basketball and handball courts, play 
equipment, swing sets, a new commu-
nity garden and landscaping.

Patterson Playground 
sports new ball fi eld

The phase II renovation is being 
funded by $2.2 million from Council 
Speaker Mark-Viverito and $300,000 
from Mayor de Blasio.

“DREAM has shown that little 
league can make a big difference in the 
lives of our kids, inspiring and nurtur-
ing nearly 2,000 children by giving 
them a place to play, learn and grow,” 
expressed Council Speaker Mark-Viv-
erito.

“I am excited about the impact this 
new fi eld will have on the school and 
the community and I look forward to 
working with DREAM to improve the 
lives of our borough’s youth for years 
to come,” said Diaz.

Constructed in 1953, the playground 
honors Fordham Prep and Fordham 
University alum Lester W. Patterson, a 
former Bronx County judge appointed 
by President Franklin D. Roosevelt to 
serve as the National War Fund chair-
man in 1945.

Patterson was voted into a second 
term, but died shortly after Election 
Day on November 16, 1947.

The ball fi eld was made possible 
through the collaborative efforts of 
Jay and Patty Baker, Baseball Tomor-
row Fund, Cal Ripken Foundation, 
Gray Foundation, New York Yankees, 
former Yankees future Hall of Fame 
shortstop and third baseman Alex Ro-
driguez, Under Armour, Mark-Viver-
ito, Diaz, Community Board 1 and Pat-
terson Houses Tenant Association.

“We feel great whenever any of our 
community’s ball fi elds are renovated,” 
said Cedric Loftin, CB 1 district man-
ager. “Patterson Playground’s new 
ball fi eld will ensure our community’s 
continued positive development while 
also providing our youth amazing op-
portunities on and off the fi eld.” 

(front, l-r) NYC Parks commissioner Silver, Borough President Diaz, Council Speaker Mark-
Viverito and many others celebrated the grand opening of Patterson Playground’s ballfi eld.
 Photo by Aracelis Batista
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Visions Bronx Advisory Board celebrated its ‘Mix it Up’ Fundrasier on Thursday, August 3. Serving up refreshing drinks and 
warm companionship for the evening were Ed Birdie, NY Power Authority Government Affairs director; John Cerini, Bronx 
Tax Man Corporation principal; Taryn Duffy, Empire City Casino director of Public Affairs; Joseph McManus, Liberty Demo-
cratic Association; Jim Quent, Statewide Public Affairs and Olga Luz Tirado, Bronx Tourism Council executive director.

Visions Bronx Advisory Board Serves

‘Mix It Up’ Fundraiser

Pelham Parkway Neighborhood Association’s Andrea 
Siegel and the Bronx Chamber of Commerce’s Phil 
Cardone enjoyed some delicious food and drink at 
Tosca Marquee. Photo by Silvio Pacifi co

Celebrity bar tenders Joe McManus (l) and Ed Birdie 
with Visions chairwoman Neldy Martinez kept the fun 
and suds fl owing last Thursday evening. 
 Photo by Silvio Pacifi co

Celebrity bar tender Taryn Duffy from Empire City Ca-
sino fl ashed some green she earned for the worthy 
cause. Photo by Silvio Pacifi co

Fun was on tap as celebrity bar tender Olga Tirado 
from the Bronx Tourism Council worked the bar. 
 Photo by Silvio Pacifi co

Linda Asbaty (l) and Rosemary DeLuca got wrapped 
up giving away raffl e tickets. Photo by Silvio Pacifi co

Celebrity bar tender John Cerini (c) sold Barry Fitzger-
ald (r) an arms length of raffl e tickets much to Phil 
Parker’s amusement. Photo by Silvio Pacifi co
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We buy from the full contents of homes and estates 
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to call seven days a week for a free same day consultation.
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BY PATRICK ROCCHIO
A street in University 

Heights was co-named after a 
woman who dedicated much 
of her life to improving condi-
tions for her community. 

Antonia Vazquez, the 
founder of the Davidson Com-
munity Center, was honored 
with a street co-naming at 
Davidson Avenue and West 
Burnside Avenue on Saturday, 
August 5. 

Vazquez, who moved to 1985 
Davidson Avenue in 1963, was 
a driving force behind bring-
ing programs and services to a 
community that badly needed 
the assistance, right up until 
her passing in August 1993, 
according to sources. 

Councilman Fernando Ca-
brera, who sponsored the leg-
islation honoring Vazquez, 
said he was proud to have hon-
ored her at the intersection 
that was the site of one of her 
greatest achievements: David-
son Community Center. 

“Antonia Vazquez was ex-
actly the kind of person ev-
ery community needs, and 
to whom our neighborhood 
streets are appropriately ded-
icated,” said Cabrera, adding 

‘Antonia Vazquez Way’ named after trailblazer

“This is a great way to honor 
Ms. Vazquez and memorialize 
her legacy of service and love 
for this community.”

The start of her work har-
kened back to a more troubled 
time in the University Heights 
community, where she began 
a foot patrol with community 
members to help discourage 
crime.

She founded the Davidson 
Community Center in 1965 
and incorporated it in 1968, at 
one point getting permission 

from her landlord to distrib-
ute information from a room 
in the basement of her build-
ing, said Angel Caballero, the 
center’s executive director 
who was Vazquez’s protégée.

“She was my mentor,” he 
said, calling her a leader and 
adding “She was always giv-
ing services to the commu-
nity.” 

In the 1960s, Hispanics who 
were then primarily Puerto 
Rican faced a language bar-
rier that oftentimes hampered 

their efforts to obtain housing, 
learn about public assistance 
like food stamps or to fi nd out 
about their elected offi cials, 
said Caballero, who’s been at 
Davidson for 42 years. 

“She was a person of infor-
mation for the community res-
idents,” said Caballero. 

Her passion was working 
with youth and making sure 
that they were well cared for, 
and she worked closely with 
Community Board 5 to close 
the street for youth to play in 

the summer, he said, adding 
that she developed a program 
for 500 to 600 young people.  

‘Toni’, as she was known 
in the community, eventually 
became the vice-chair of CB 5, 
a post that Caballero holds to-
day. 

Aside from getting support 
of local elected offi cials, she was 
close with Mayor Beame and 
Mayor Koch, said Caballero. 

She was very strong and 
persistent in getting funding 
from the city government for 
programing the community 
needed, he said. 

Through her work with 
Mayor Koch and area land-
lords, she was able to develop 
affordable housing along Da-
vidson Avenue, said Caballero.

Currently, Davidson Com-
munity Center provides a va-
riety of programs and services 
that adhere to and expand on 
the Vazquez’s vision, said its 
executive director.  

The center itself was reno-
vated in three phases using 
city money, said its executive 
director. 

It is located at 2038 David-
son Avenue and can be reached 
at (718) 731-6360. 

Antonia Vazquez Way was offi cially co-named on Saturday, August 5, with those who re-
member the community activist who founded the Davidson Community Center. 
Councilman Cabrera sponsored the legislation that got the street co-named.                          Photo by Silvio Pacifi co
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BY BOB GUILIANO
As Catholic parishes in the Bronx 

continue to merge, some parishioners 
have had to choose another location to 
worship.

Four such parishes— St. Brendan/
St. Ann, St. John/Visitation — merged 
into two and resulted in the churches 
of St. Ann and Visitation being ‘decon-
secrated,’ according to an Archidio-
cese of New York spokesman.

The church of St. Brendan, 333 
E. 206th Street, absorbed former St. 
Ann parishioners; and the church of 
St. John, 321 Kingsbridge Avenue, ab-
sorbed former Visitation parishio-
ners.

“Several years ago we went through 
a lengthly parish planning process 
called ‘Making All Things New,’” said 
Joseph Zwilling, director of the offi ce 
of communications for the archdio-
cese. 

“We looked at all parishes in all 
parts of the archdiocese, what our 
needs and resources were, needs of the 
people were, and how best to use our 
resources to meet those needs; and 
how we can use them to build vibrant 
communities of faith,” Zwilling said

At fi rst, with the mergers of certain 
parishes, both church buildings con-
tinued to be used for Masses and sac-
raments. 

In other cases, only one of the 
church buildings would be used on a 
regular basis, and the other would be 
returned to service on special occa-
sions.

Then, parishes requested permis-
sion to reduce one of their church 
buildings ‘to profane but not sordid 

2 excess Bronx church 
buildings desanctifi ed

use —called deconsecrated,’ accord-
ing to Zwilling. 

As no longer a consecrated space, 
such church buildings would no lon-
ger be appropriate to offer Masses and 
sacraments.

When a church is closed in this 
fashion, a team goes in and reviews 
what is of sacramental and liturgical 
importance and what has monetary, 
historical and artistic value, accord-
ing to Zwilling. 

Such items are preserved in a ware-
house on Staten Island.

If a church is looking for an altar, a 
statue of Saint Ann or a set of stained 
glass windows, for example, they have 
a resource at that warehouse, where 
they can fi nd such items and use them 
in the new church.

Should a parish decide it wants to 
do something else with the building 
that has been reduced to a deconse-
crated state, it may want to convert it 
to something for Catholic charities, or 
to lease it to another religious group, 
or sell it outright.

The Catholic church restricts reuse 
of a church building for ‘profane but 
not sordid purposes.’ 

This means the building cannot be 
used for anything that would violate 
church teachings, according to Zwill-
ing. 

For example, housing working class 
families on the site would be consid-
ered a secular, non-church purpose. 

But selling a church to Planned 
Parenthood to be used as an abortion 
clinic would not be allowed because 
the building cannot serve purposes 
contrary to the Catholic faith.

The Church of St. John, 321 Kingsbridge Avenue, absorbed former parishioners from the 
Visitation Church, 160 Van Cortlandt Park South, shown above. 
 Community News Group/Arthur Cusano
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 Bronx viewers will have the oppor-
tunity to hear how candidates stand on 
various issues, as BronxNet’s Bronx-
Talk host Gary Axelbank moderates 
debates for three Bronx-based races for 
New York City Council. Produced in 
partnership with the League of Women 
Voters and the Bronx Times Reporter, 
the debates will be broadcast live as spe-
cial BronxTalk episodes on Monday Au-
gust 12, 21 and 28 at 9 p.m. on BronxNet 
channels 67-Optimum and 37-Fios.

Candidates for two open council 
seats will convey why they believe they 
should fi ll seats available as a result of 
term limits reached by two long-time 
Bronx representatives. Councilman 
James Vacca is vacating the seat in Dis-
trict 13, and Councilwoman Annabel 
Palma is vacating the seat in District 
18.  John C. Doyle, Mark Gjonaj, Alex 
A. Gomez, Victor R. Oritiz, Egidio Se-
mentilli and Marjorie Velazquez are 
expected to participate in the District 
13 debate, which will take place on Mon-
day, August 14. District 18 candidates 
include Michael Beltzer, Senator Ruben 
Diaz, Sr., Amanda C. Farias, Elvin Gar-
cia and William Russell Moore, with the 
debate scheduled forMonday, August 21 
on BronxTalk on BronxNet.

For District 14, candidates Randy 
D. Abreu and Felix A. Perdomo are ex-
pected to participate in a debate, fac-
ing incumbent Fernando Cabrera on 
BronxTalk on Monday, August 28.

 “Our BronxTalk debates, candidate 
interviews, and even more voter liter-
acy programs on BronxNet empower 
our viewers with a wealth of informa-
tion as they make their decisions and 
participate in the civic process. We are 
grateful for the opportunity to partner 
with the League of Women Voters and 
the Bronx Times Reporter to bring our 
viewers direct points of view from the 
candidates,” said BronxNet executive 
director Michael Max Knobbe.

“These debates are vital for the peo-
ple of the Bronx. This year, there are 
many important issues that need dis-
cussion and I’m proud to work with 
BronxNet to provide that conversation.  
I’m looking forward to spirited and in-
formative programs,” stated BronxTalk 
host Gary Axelbank.

 Look out for in-depth interviews 
with candidates of various districts, 
coming up on BronxNet’s talk show In 
the District in the weeks leading up to 
the primaries. Tune in beginning Mon-
day, August 14 for interviews with can-
didates from District 13 at 8 p.m. on In 
the District, followed by the District 13 
debate at 9 p.m. on BronxTalk.

 BronxNet programs six channels – 
33, 34, 35, 36, 37 and 38 on the Verizon 
FiOs system and six channels – 67, 68, 
69, 70, 951 and 952 – on the Optimum sys-
tem in the Bronx. 

For more information visit: www.
bronxnet.org.

Candidates debate on BronxTalk

BY PATRICK ROCCHIO
City Island’s treasury of 

nautical history is holding an 
artistic exhibit before the is-
land’s now demolished iconic 
green crossing fades into mem-
ory. 

The City Island Nautical 
Museum’s ongoing exhibit of 
paintings, video, photographs, 
etchings and postcards is now 
on display, celebrating the 
razed bridge that served as the 
community’s only access point 
by road from 1901 to December 
2015. 

The museum’s original plan 
had been to display one of the 
bridge’s fi nials, which are a 
decorative toppings, that the 
NYC Department of Transpor-

City Island celebrates iconic bridge’s history
tation plans to at some point 
release to their care, said Bar-
bara Dolensek, vice-president 
and administrator. 

Since it was yet not avail-
able, and the bridge was still 
fresh in the minds of visitors 
and residents alike, the plan to 
display works of art took shape, 
she said. 

“City Islanders have been 
very upset to lose the bridge to 
begin with, and it has always 
been a feature for local artists,” 
said Dolensek.

Aside from a handful of 
professional artists, including 
Cheryl Brinker, most of the 
works came from City Island 
locals, she said. 

The 114-years of the bridge’s 

The new exhibit contains many paintings and photographs, as well as 
video, depicting the old City Island Bridge that was recently removed to 
make space for a new causeway. Community News Group / Patrick Rocchio

history was about more than 
just a bridge: many of islanders 
used it to defi ne themselves, 
and where they are from in the 
world, she said. 

“There is a large quotient of 
emotional commitment to this 
bridge, which is really interest-
ing, said Dolensek, adding “It 
is an image that has to do more 
with City Island’s sense of itself 
than anything else.” 

To attract visitors to the 
museum’s exhibit, Dolensek 
turned to Joseph Burck Jr., a 
local artist adept in a variety 
of mediums, including acrylic 
and clay. He builds large dis-
plays from Legos. 

Burck was asked to create 
something for a vacant store-
front’s window on City Island 
Avenue near Hawkins Street 
used to advertise the museum 
to visitors, and he created a 
Lego sculpture for the muse-
um’s promotion. 

The black replica of the 1901-
era bridge includes both the 
footings of the old bridge, the 
superstructure and roadway. 
It is black to symbolize mourn-
ing, he indicated. 

Burck was not necessarily 
intending to build a Lego struc-
ture.

“I was sitting in my ‘Lego 
room,’ playing with the pieces 

and thinking about the scaf-
folding on the bridge; I real-
ized that I can make this out of 
Legos,” said Burck, has a holi-
day display in the same vacant 
storefront next door to Kaleido-
scope Gallery. 

James Breen created a 
10-minute video presentation 
to accompany the exhibit, with 
footage like the last ceremonial 
walk over the bridge on Decem-
ber 18, 2015 and clips from just 
before the bridge’s demolition. 

“The focus was to show the 
bridge in the best light I could 
show it, the way someone 
would want to remember,” said 
Breen. 

Breen and his brother 
Tommy plan on creating a full-
length documentary about the 
demolition of the old bridge and 
the building of a new causeway, 
which is now under construc-
tion. 

The exhibit opened on Sun-
day, July 30. 

The museum, located at 190 
Fordham Street, is open on 
weekends and by appointment 
for most of the year. They can 
be reached at (718) 885-0008 and 
their website is www.cityis-
landmuseum.org.  

Joe Burck created a lego sculpture of the bridge that is being displayed 
in a storefront that’s near the museum on City Island Avenue. 
 Community News Group / Patrick Rocchio
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In keeping with a time honored tradition, the 52nd Precinct and 52nd Precinct Community Council hosted the annual National Night 
Out Against Crime police-community partnership celebration on Tuesday, August 1 at Williamsbridge Oval Recreation Center.

52nd Precinct Celebrates National Night Out Against Crime

Artist Apryl Cadabra (r) painted an incredible fl oral 
design on Briseis Rosa Cintron’s right arm. 
 Photo by Miriam Quin

(l-r) The Target Team’s Kathleen Moreno, Bianca Castillo, 
Justin Alston and Kodie Smith distributed free backpacks 
to guests. Photo by Miriam Quin

Youth Law Explorer Morenelis Rodriguez (r) gra-
ciously accepted her award certifi cate from deputy 
inspector Peter Fiorillo, 52nd Precinct commanding 
offi cer and Brenda Caldwell-Paris, 52nd Precinct 
Community Council president. Photo by Miriam Quin

Diane Walters (c) was honored with a Special Recognition 
Award for her dedicated service to the 52nd Precinct Com-
munity Council and her community. Photo by Miriam Quin

Deputy inspector Fiorillo (c) and Caldwell-Par-
is (2nd from r) received a proclamation from 
Public Advocate Letitia James (2nd from l) and 
congratulations from Councilman Fernando 
Cabrera (l) and Assemblyman Victor Pichardo.
 Photo by Miriam Quin

Caldwell-Paris (back, l) and deputy inspector Fiorillo 
(back, c) presented award certifi cates to 52nd Precinct 
Community Council members (back, l-r) Sallie Caldwell, 
Patricia Newland, Jerry Landron, Gwen Hunter and 
(front, c) Grace Seimer. Photo by Miriam Quin
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Elder question of the week

SALVATORE M. DI COSTANZO

Dear Mr. Di Costanzo:  My 
grandmother died recently.  
She had a bank account in 
her name, and she also owned 
a house.  

I am her only heir.  Can I 
go to the bank and take out 
the funds?  What about the 
house?

These are great questions 
that come up often.  For now, 
I assume that your grand-
mother did not name you on 
her bank account to be pay-

able upon her death.  When 
someone dies owning prop-
erty solely in their name and 
there are no benefi ciaries 
designated for that specifi c 
property, one needs author-
ity from the Court to access 
that property.  

To answer your specifi c 
question, the bank should not 
allow you to access the funds 
in her account unless and un-
til the Court gives you the au-
thority to do so.  The same is 

true to legally transfer title 
to the house. 

If, on the other hand, your 
grandmother had designated 
you as a benefi ciary on her 
bank account, the bank may 
distribute the funds to you 
using a death certifi cate and 
your personal information. 

If you had jointly owned 
the bank account with your 
grandmother, in most cases, 
the funds would have become 
your sole property upon her 

death.
If you have questions 

about administering your 
grandmother’s estate, please 
call us at (914) 925-1010 or e-
mail me at smd@mfd-law.
com to meet and review the 
facts.  

You may also visit our 
website at www.plantoday-
fortomorrow.com.

Questions may also be 
submitted to smd@mfd-law.
com for a response.

Boston Market, the ro-
tisserie cooking and con-
temporary home style meal 
experts, announced fur-
ther expansion plans in the 
greater NYC area with the 
opening of new restaurants 
this year. New locations are 
now open in Parkchester and 
at The Crossings at South-
ern Boulevard, with an ad-
ditional property scheduled 

Parkchester Boston Market opens Fri., Aug. 11th
to open at Bruckner Plaza in 
the fourth quarter.

Boston Market will be 
opening these new locations 
with the company’s rede-
signed décor package and 
restaurant layout, which 
maximizes 1,700-2,500 square 
feet of space and features 
that include: upgraded serv-
ing stations and carving sta-
tions; rotisserie ovens on dis-

play; more-effi cient serving 
lines (allowing guests to re-
ceive their meals faster); and 
warm and inviting artwork 
and modern décor.

Speaking to the new lo-
cation at Parkchester, Ken 
Marshall, Head of Retail at 
Olshan Properties, opera-
tors of the Parkchester retail 
property, stated: “At Olshan 
Properties, we pride our-

selves in constantly upgrad-
ing our tenant mix to best 
serve the needs of our resi-
dents and compliment other 
retailers and restaurants lo-
cated at our properties.  With 
the arrival of Boston Market 
at Parkchester, we are confi -
dent this vibrant community 
of over 42,000 will be enthu-
siastic patrons of this most 
popular national dining es-

tablishment.” 
Boston Market will host 

a grand opening event at its 
new Parkchester location on 
Friday, August 11 at 11 a.m. 
To celebrate and introduce 
the Boston Market brand to 
the local community, the fi rst 
100 guests will receive a cou-
pon for one free half chicken 
meal redeemable on their 
next visit.###

Citi Bike ‘pop-ups’ are 
coming to the Bronx this 
summer, leadership at Moti-
vate, the company that oper-
ates Citi Bike, announced re-
cently.  

In response to growing 
demand for fi ve borough 
Citi Bike, Motivate is offer-
ing residents in the Bronx a 
chance to try the bikes, ask 

Citi Bikes to offer Bronx ‘pop-up’ bike rental locations
questions and learn more 
about the popular bike share 
program with a series of six 
pop-up events in diverse 
neighborhoods in those bor-
oughs through the summer 
and early fall.

Locals can test ride Citi 
Bike, ask questions and get 
free day-passes at the follow-
ing events and locations:

• Citi Bike demonstration 
and test rides at Boogie on 
the Boulevard, Grand Con-
course from 162nd to 170th 
streets, Sunday, August 20 
and Sunday, September 10, 
noon to 4 p.m.

• Citi Bike Ride with 
Bronxworks departing from 
St. Mary’s Park, Saturday, 
September 9, 11 a.m. to 2 p.m.

• Citi Bike demonstra-
tion and test rides at Bronx 
Summer Fest, Walton Ave-
nue between 167th and 168th 
streets, Friday, September 
22, 2 to 6 p.m.

The event’s sponsors 
praised the arrival of Citi 
Bike in their boroughs:

“Citi Bike can be a really 
important part of our efforts 

to help Bronx residents live 
longer, healthier lives—not 
only by encouraging fun, af-
fordable exercise but by help-
ing to create safer, more peo-
ple-friendly streets.” said 
Charmaine Ruddock, Bronx 
Health REACH “We are 
thrilled to be able to intro-
duce Bronx residents to Citi 
Bike.”

 Empire City Casino con-
tinues to bring New York 
baseball’s most popular 
players to the largest en-
tertainment destination in 
the northeast.  Former New 
York Yankees fi rst baseman 
Tino Martinez, a key player 
on four “Bronx Bombers” 
World Series championship 
teams, will appear at Dan 
Rooney’s Sports Bar at the 
casino on Wednesday, Au-
gust 16 when the Yankees 

play their crosstown rival Mets 
in a “Subway Series” game at 
Citi Field.

 Martinez will meet and 
greet fans to sign autographs 
and take photographs begin-
ning at 6:10 p.m.  The fi rst 75 
attendees will receive an exclu-
sive Empire City Casino base-
ball for Martinez to sign.  Mar-
tinez will watch the game with 
baseball devotees inside Dan 
Rooney’s, a sports pub featur-
ing over 40 large screen TVs 

and upscale pub food and cold 
brews available for purchase.  
Hungry visitors can enjoy 
the signature half rotisserie 
chicken with roasted potatoes, 
or dive into a mouthwatering 
award-winning Dan Rooney’s 
burger topped with brie cheese, 
marinated onions, and honey 
mustard.

 During his 16-year career 
with the Yankees,  Mariners, 
Cardinals and Devil Rays, 
Martinez drove in 1,271 runs as 

a two-time All-Star.  He enjoyed 
six seasons with 100 or more 
RBI, while slugging 339 home 
runs.  A fi rst-round draft pick 
out of the University of Tampa, 
his clutch hitting helped to lead 
the Yankees to world cham-
pionships in 1996, ’98, ’99 and 
2000.  He was also an Olympic 
gold-medalist in the 1988 Sum-
mer Olympics in Seoul, Korea.

 Attendees can come early 
and take a chance on the re-
cord-breaking $2-million jack-

pot currently available only 
at Empire City Casino on 
the IGT Wheel of Fortune 
Triple Stars® slot machine.  
Or check out Empire City’s 
newest games, including Ti-
tanic - Heart of the Ocean 
and Wan Shi Ru Progres-
sive.  

Empire Club members 55 
and over who earn at least 10 
Empire Points on Wednes-
days in August can receive 
$10 free play and free valet.  

NY Yankees Tino Martinez meet, greet and 
watch ‘Subway Series’ at Empire City Casino
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Kaitlyn Barrios (r) sits behind her lemonade stand with her neighbor, Bianca Barrios, as she 
raised money on Sunday, August 6, to help Jaidan Carter’s family cope with his medical 
expenses as he’s treated for cancer Photo courtesy of Katherine Barrios

BY BOB GUILIANO
For 6-year-old Kait-

lyn Barrios of Throggs 
Neck, her desire to op-
erate a lemonade stand 
wasn’t sparked by a need 
to earn money for her-
self.

Instead, Kaitlyn 
wanted to raise money 
to help a boy in his battle 
with cancer, according 
to her mother, Kather-
ine, who is friends with 
a relative of 7-year-old 
Jaidan Carter, a boy di-
agnosed with neuroblas-
toma.

Jaidan’s story is told 
on a Go Fund Me page, 
“Jaidan’s Courageous 
Cancer Journey,” set 
up by a family friend, 
Shanay Delacruz, on 
July 4. It can be seen 
online at: https://www.
gofundme.com/Jaidan-
Strong.

In an interview Tues-
day, August 8, Katherine 
said that Sunday, Au-
gust 6, was Kaitlyn’s fi rst 
time at running a lemon-
ade stand in front of her 
home on Revere Avenue, 
at Harding Avenue.

“I asked Kaitlyn this 
morning if she wants to 
do something else, and 
her next event will prob-
ably be a garage sale,” 
Katherine said. “So I 
guess we’re going to try 
and see if we can plan 
that for him.”

The fi rst customer at 
the lemonade stand was 
Assemblyman Mark 
Gjonaj, who happened 
upon Jaidan and Kait-

lyn while he was in the 
neighborhood going to 
pick up someone.

Gjonaj said as he 
started talking to the 
children and heard what 
their intentions were, he 
made a generous dona-
tion while buying a cup 
of lemonade.

“A tear came down 
the side of my face,” 
Gjonaj said. “It was very 
touching.”

Gjonaj said more peo-
ple need to get involved, 
do the right thing for the 
right reason. 

“That little boy is go-
ing to have a memory of 
the strangers that sup-
ported him and his fam-
ily forever,” Gjonaj said.

“Kaitlyn didn’t meet 
Jaidan until the day of 
the lemonade sale,” Kath-
erine said. “They weren’t 
friends. I happened to be 
a friend of his aunt, who 
happened to mention his 
story to me.”

When Kaitlyn was 
asked what she planned 
to do with the money she 
made from the lemon-
ade stand, such as per-
haps buying a bike, she 
told her mom, “No, that’s 
what my allowance is 
for. I’m going to use this 
for cancer.”

A week earlier Kath-
erine had received a 
phone call from a friend, 
Jeannette, who men-
tioned that her nephew 
was diagnosed with neu-
roblastoma and that the 
family had a Go Fund 
Me page.

Boy fi ghting cancer boosted by new friend
Her mother asked 

Kaitlyn if she would 
like to donate her earn-
ings from the lemonade 
stand. And Kaitlyn was 
ecstatic about doing so.

“So we began mak-
ing posters and fl yers,” 
Katherine said.

Jaidan’s mom, Crys-
tal Torres, describes 
him on the Go Fund Me 
page as a sweet and lov-
ing kid, extremely smart 
and very kind. 

Before May 1, he was 
a typical 7-year-old boy.

Jaidan went from be-
ing a kid whose biggest 
battles took place in 
videogames to a battle 
where he is now literally 
fi ghting for his life, ac-
cording to Torres. 

Jaidan felt severe leg 
pain on May 1 and dur-
ing a visit to an emer-
gency room, a diagnosis 
determined that Jaidan 
was suffering from stage 
4 cancer — neuroblas-
toma — the third most 
common type of cancer 
in children after leuke-
mia and brain cancer. 

“He is a warrior show-
ing us the true defi nition 
of what strength is,” Tor-
res continued. 

The Go Fund Me page 
is helping with the cost 
of medical and living ex-
penses, since insurance 
does not cover all medi-
cal needs for children. 

The family is re-
sponsible for 20 percent 
of Jaidan’s medical ex-
penses, which may ex-
ceed $1,000,000.

Jaidan Carter (l) stands with his new friend, Kaitlyn Barrios, who opened up a lemonade 
stand on Sunday, August 6, to raise money for Jaidan’s cancer treatments. The stand was 
on Revere Avenue off Harding Avenue. Photo courtesy of Katherine Barrios
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District Attorney Darcel 
D. Clark, Honorable George 
Grasso, Supervising Judge of 
Bronx Criminal Court, and 
The Bronx Defenders manag-
ing director Justine Older-
man announced that over 300 
people attended Saturday’s 
“Another Chance” event and 
226 summons warrants were 
erased, helping people move 
on with their lives.

 DA Clark said, “It was a re-
warding event for the commu-
nity and for my offi ce. Those 
who came to the Eastchester 
Presbyterian Church made 
the decision to resolve these 
old warrants so they don’t 
risk arrest, jail or missed 

opportunities because they 
once made a mistake such as 
drinking alcohol in public or 
some other quality-of-life of-
fense. Now they can enjoy the 
rest of the summer knowing 
their record is clear.” 

Judge Grasso said,  “The 
criminal court is proud to 
have worked with our crim-
inal justice partners in 
making the second annual 
‘Another Chance’ event a suc-
cess. It is efforts like these 
that serve to enhance the 
community’s respect for the 
criminal justice system. We 
look forward to continuing 
to engage the people of Bronx 
County in this type of posi-

tive interaction.”
Olderman said, “The 

Bronx Defenders was a proud 
partner at Saturday’s event, 
representing hundreds of 
community members and 
working to help mitigate the 
harm caused by these war-
rants. Warrants for low-level 
offenses can have a devastat-
ing impact on people’s em-
ployment, benefi ts, housing 
and even their ability to stay 
in this country.  We hope that 
events like these represent a 
shift in the way the city ap-
proaches ‘quality of life’ in-
fractions and illustrate that 
these cases have no place in 
the criminal justice system.”

According to the Offi ce 
of Court Administration, 
226 warrants were vacated, 
the majority involving sum-
monses for public consump-
tion of alcohol. Participants 
attended a resource fair, 
where vendors provided in-
formation and resources on 
jobs, health care and social 
services.

 A mobile courtroom was 
created in the Eastchester 
Presbyterian Church on Fish 
Avenue in Baychester and 
presided over by the Hon-
orable Bahaati Pitt, Bronx 
Criminal Court Judge. Vol-
unteer assistant district at-
torneys and The Bronx De-

fenders handled the cases.
 DA Clark thanked Judge 

Pitt of Bronx Criminal Court, 
the court offi cers and Offi ce 
of Court Administration per-
sonnel – including clerks, ste-
nographers and interpreters 
– for making the process run 
smoothly.

 DA Clark thanked her as-
sistant district attorneys, de-
tective investigators, Com-
munity Affairs staff and 
support staff from her offi ce, 
as well as The Bronx Defend-
ers attorneys and support 
staff and all the vendors who 
participated in the resource 
fair for helping to make “An-
other Chance” a success.

Successful ‘Another Chance’ event

“Do You Want to Become 
a New York Notary Pub-
lic?”  class will be held at the 
Kingsbridge Heights Com-
munity Center on Saturday, 
September 9, from 10 a.m. to 
noon.  The featured faculty 
is notary expert Alfred E. Pi-
ombino.

This pre-licensing-type 
class will help prepare in-
dividuals to take and pass 
the offi cial New York State 
Notary Public proctored ex-
amination.  It will cover the 
appointment process and ex-
plain the basics of proper no-
tarial processes, procedures 

and ethics. 
Offi cial New York State ap-

plication forms and examina-
tion schedules will be distrib-
uted.  

The class is hosted as a 
public service and is free of 
charge; attendees only pay 
$40 at the door to cover the 

cost of the required class 
textbook-study guide.

Piombino is a highly ac-
claimed teacher and is listed 
in Who’s Who in American 
Law. 

Kingsbridge Heights Com-
munity Center is located at 
3101Kingsbridge Terrace at 

Perot Street.  Pre-registra-
tion is required. 

 For further informa-
tion, directions and to reg-
ister, visit https://www.
eventbright.com/e/do-you-
w a n t - t o - b e c o m e - a - n e w -
yo rk- no t a r y- publ ic - t ic k-
ets-36371537247.

New York Notary pre-licensing class Sept. 9th

BY PAUL GOLLUSCIO
Hello all!
First off, a street re-nam-

ing. Cpl. Ramona Valdez of 
the U.S.M.C. was killed in Iraq 
on June 23, 2005. It was an ex-
plosive fi lled truck driven by 
a suicide bomber . The street 
to be named in her honor is 
by the recruiting offi ce on E. 
Fordham Road. The ceremony 
will take place on Saturday, 
August 26 at 1 p.m. We are try-
ing to get as many Marines 
and veteran groups as pos-
sible to attend this function. 
So, pass the word on to the Ma-

rine Corps League and other 
vet organizations as soon as 
possible. We here at Post 620 
will be there in force.

On a lighter note, The 
Westchester Mechanic’s As-
sociation is holding its annual 
outing and Field Day on Sat-
urday, September 26 at Monsi-
gnor Scanlan High School lo-
cated at 915 Hutchinson River 
Parkway beginning at noon. 
There will be all kinds of great 
food, cold beer, soda and coffee. 
There will be horseshoe, bas-
ketball foul shooting, football 
accuracy and keg toss tourna-

ments with prizes handed out 
to the winners.

No Minors, no dogs. Dona-
tion is $30 per person and the 
festivities go until 5 p.m. rain 
or shine. More info? Call Steve 
Mark at (646) 645-0712. I’ve 
been there, it’s a great time.

Last week I mentioned the 

new Department Commander 
but was remiss in not telling 
you that Bill Clancy lll was 
elected Department Com-
mander of the Sons of the Le-
gion. Well done Bill. Congrats 
and all the best.

Once again, my 7th Degree 
Black Belt Triviologist, Joe 
Cusimano has nailed me in er-
rors.  

I was incorrect in the year 
of NY State’s admittance to 
the Union as well as when 
Lizzie Borden swung her ax, 
that was 1882. 

Thank you Sensei.

Trivia Time

The Son of Sam was caught 
on August 10, 1977.

Isaac Singer Patented his 
sewing machine on August 12, 
1851.

On the same date in 1908, 
the fi rst Model ‘T’ Ford rolled 
off the line.

Cortez conquered the Az-
tecs on August 13, 1521.

On the same date in 1889, 
the fi rst coin phone booth was 
patented in Hartford,CT.

Keep the troops in your 
prayers, take a vet to lunch 
and God bless.

BY DOROTHEA POGGI
Announcement: Saturday, 

August 12 from 1 to 2:30 p.m. 
or later…’coffee clotch’ to dis-
cuss the proposed uses of 2800 
Bruckner Boulevard. 

All neighbors welcome, 
available members and friends 
of ‘Bronx Community Board 
10 area: concerned neighbors’ 
Facebook group https://www.
facebook.com/groups/Bronx-
C om mu n it yB o a r d 10 C on -

cernedNeighbors/ plus avail-
able members of ‘Throggs 
Neck Strong’, will attend.

This is a neighbor gather-
ing and there will be no poli-
ticians, elected offi cials or 
candidates for upcoming elec-
tions attending. We thank 
them for all they do but this is 
about the neighbors that will 
be directly impacted by the de-
grading uses proposed for this 
building.

We will be creating info 
packets of our research to be 
sent directly to people who 
may be able to help.

Hopefully a printer and 

laptop will be set up to print 
from your archived screen 
shots while we organize these 
packets and bind them.

Ferry Point Community 
Advocates will sponsor bever-
ages/binder/covers and some 
snacks. Donations for ink and 
paper will be accepted.

We will include our on-
line links to the two petitions 
available and give the address 
of Stephen Kaufman for the 

other TN Strong petition.
We hope you can make it…

let’s not leave it up to a few to 
decide our neighborhood’s 
fate. We can support them 
from behind. Let’s keep these 
future projects out of Com-
munity Board 10. We have 
enough. 

Let’s keep the scales bal-
anced enough to raise another 
generation of safe children in 
Community Board 10. 

FOR ADVERTISING INFORMATION CALL (718) 260-4593
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45nd Precinct Hosts National Night Out Against Crime
The annual National Night Out Against Crime helped bring everyone closer together. The 45th Precinct and 45th Precinct Com-
munity Council celebrated the 34th annual nationwide police-community event on Tuesday, August 1 at Co-op City’s Greenway. 
This year’s festivities included live musical performances, an awards presentation and a special screening of ‘Kong: Skull Island,’ 
sponsored by Assemblyman Michael Benedetto, to close out the night.

(l-r) Police offi cer John Souhrada, 45th Precinct Community Affairs; Matthew Cruz, Com-
munity Board 10 district manager; Jascelen Parson; captain Carlos Ghonz, 45th Precinct 
commanding offi cer; Thomas Messina, representing Congressman Joseph Crowley, Public 
Advocate Letitia James and police offi cer Hannah Rahn, 45th Precinct Community Affairs.
 Photo by Silvio Pacifi co

Public Advocate James (c) presented a proclamation to captain Ghonz (2nd from r) and an 
awards certifi cate to Community Affairs policer offi cers Rahn (2nd from l) and Souhrada (r).
 Photo by Silvio Pacifi co

Co-op City board members Jerome Rice (l) and 
Leah Richardson (2nd from r) met with Public Ad-
vocate James and Assemblyman Michael Bene-
detto at the police-community celebration. 
 Photo by Silvio Pacifi co

(back, l-r) Bob Bieder, 45th Precinct Community 
Council president; captain Ghonz; police offi cers 
Rahn and Souhrada with bike raffl e winners Bran-
don Rodriguez and Mya Algaria. 
 Photo by Silvio Pacifi co

Captain Ghonz (l) celebrated with Junius Williams, Co-op City board director.
 Photo by Silvio Pacifi co

Brandon Key gave an awesome drum performance at this year’s 
celebration. Photo by Silvio Pacifi co
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YOU’RE INVITED
Union Community Health Center’s 

2017 Open House & Health Fair
Celebrating America’s Health Centers:

The Key to Healthier Communities
UCHC is celebrating National Health Center Week 2017 with an Open House and Health 
Fair at our 2016 Bronxdale location. We invite you to come and learn about all the 
quality, family-centered healthcare services we offer in the neighborhood. Our mission is 
to build a happier and healthier community for every Bronxite! J���������	�
�����������
��
of music, face painting for the kids, health screenings and lots of great giveaways!

Locations:
• Open House:
     Union Community Health Center, 
     2016 Bronxdale Avenue, Suite 301
• Health Fair:
     Between Holland Avenue & Antin Place

Date & Time:
Thursday, August 17
2 pm – 7 pm

For more information, please contact:
718.960.3206 or smuniz@uchcbronx.org

• 260 East 188th Street • 2021 Grand Concourse • 470 Fordham Road
• 4487 Third Avenue • 2101 Quarry Road • 2016 Bronxdale Avenue

718.220.2020                                       www.uchcbronx.org



NO CREDIT NEEDEDMinimum purchase of 
$2,499 with your Mattress 
Firm credit card. 72 Equal 
Monthly Payments required. 

See 
store
for 
details.

OR0% APR 
FOR 6 YEARS*

MF45_NYC_WRAP_8.11_COMMUNITY_1

AN OFFER SO COOL WE HAD TO DO IT ONE LAST TIME.
FINAL CHANCE • ENDS SUNDAY • WHILE SUPPLIES LAST

GET A FREE YETI WITH SELECT PURCHASES†*
Up to a $299.99 value.

FIN
AL 

DAYS

$20999
PILLOW TOP

QUEEN MATTRESS $49999

SAVE $175 OFF OUR LOW PRICE OF $67499

MEMORY FOAM
QUEEN MATTRESS

EXCLUSIVELY AT 

$42 Per Month**†

72 Months 
0% APR*

$299999

Total to Pay

Prices refl ect queen fl at sets. 
Some models in select 

stores only.

+ †* 



+ †

MF45_NYC_WRAP_8.11_COMMUNITY_2_3

SLEEP COOL
&Save

$37 Per Month**†

72 Months 
0% APR*

$259999

Total to Pay

Prices refl ect queen fl at sets with applicable savings. Some models in select stores only.

ALL NEW!
We’ve reinvented the memory foam 

mattress. The exclusively patented memory 
foam coils bring you superior temperature 

control and unmatched pressure relief.

EXCLUSIVELY AT 

$44 Per Month**†

72 Months 
0% APR*

$309999

Total to Pay

LX640

$63 Per Month**†

72 Months 
0% APR*

$449999

Total to Pay

LX670

LX510



+ †

BE COOL
&Elevate

Blue Touch 500 Plush Blue Touch 1000 Cushion Firm

$39 Per Month**†

72 Months 
0% APR*

$279899

Total to Pay

$37 Per Month**†

72 Months 
0% APR*

$259899

Total to Pay

Blue Touch 100 Firm

$35 Per Month**†

60 Months 
0% APR*

$209899

Total to Pay

IT’S ALL ABOUT 
THAT BASE!

An adjustable base is perfect for
binge-watching your favorite show

or reading a good book.

Prices refl ect queen mattress with L&P 100 queen adjustable. Some models in select stores only.



MF45_NYC_WRAP_8.11_COMMUNITY_4

EveryDay!
An amazing deal

Visit a store to fi nd out more.

$37 Per Month**†

36 Months 

0% APR*

$1299.99 

Total to Pay

EXCLUSIVELY AT 

Prices refl ect 
queen fl at sets. 

Some models in select 
stores only.

1-800-MAT-FIRM MATTRESSFIRM.COM OVER 3500 STORE LOCATIONSVISIT YOUR NEAREST  | STORE HOURS: MON - SAT 10AM - 8PM • SUN 12PM - 6PM

CO
U

PO
N

***

FREE COOLING

Mattress Protector

FREE COOLING

Luxury Pillows

FREE COOLING BUNDLE
**

UP TO A $399.97 VALUE

Cooling Bundle available with select mattress set purchases of 
$1999.99 and above. 

ENDS SUNDAY

Beat the summer heat 

with our exclusive 

cooling mattresses 

and get a free

cooling bundle.

Minimum purchase of $2,499 with 
your Mattress Firm credit card. 72 
Equal Monthly Payments required. 

APR
FOR

06YEARS*

DON’T WAIT...
OUR LOW PRICE IS GUARANTEED

FOR 100 DAYS OR IT’S FREE††

0% APR: 5 years* with a minimum purchase $1999, 4 years* with a minimum purchase of $1499, 3 years* with a minimum purchase of $1299, 2 years* with a minimum purchase of $999 on your Mattress Firm credit card. 60, 48, 36 or 24 equal monthly 
payments required. *Off er valid 7/24/17-8/15/17 and applies only to single-receipt qualifying purchases. No interest will be charged on promo purchase and equal monthly payments are required equal to initial promo purchase amount divided equally by the 
number of months in promo period until promo is paid in full. The equal monthly payment will be rounded to the next highest whole dollar and may be higher than the minimum payment that would be required if the purchase was a non-promotional purchase. 
Regular account terms apply to non-promotional purchases. For new accounts: Purchase APR is 29.99%; Minimum Interest Charge is $2. Existing cardholders should see their credit card agreement for their applicable terms. Subject to credit approval.  **†All 
monthly payments are rounded up to the nearest whole dollar. Monthly payment is based on purchase price alone excluding tax and delivery charges. Credit purchases subject to credit approval. Other transactions may aff ect the monthly payment. †*Mattress Firm 
YETI® Off er: Off er valid 8/7/17-8/13/17. Purchase select mattress sets at $1299.99 and above and receive a Free YETI® gift. Free YETI® breakouts are as follows: Spend $1299.99-$2999.98 and get 1 free YETI® RamblerTM 30oz. tumbler (a $39.99 value) or spend $2999.99 or more and get 1 free YETI® Tundra® 35 cooler (in white, a $299.99 
value). YETI® products are not available in-store and will be shipped to the purchaser’s home address. Limit of 1 tumbler or cooler per household. Off er has no cash value and cannot be combined with other off ers, coupons, or discounts. Not valid toward mattress set purchase, previous purchases, special purchases, furniture or with 
Groupon. All fl oor samples, clearance and discontinued models are excluded from this off er. Product returns will be less the value of the tumbler ($39.99) or less the value of the cooler ($299.99). Off er available while supplies last, minimum nationwide quantities available are 4000 tumblers and 2000 coolers. Photography is for illustration 
purposes only and may not refl ect actual product. See store for complete details. **Mattress Firm Free Cooling Bundle Off er: Purchase select mattress sets at $1999.99 and above and receive a Free Cooling Bundle. Total Cooling Bundle value up to $399.97. Cooling Bundle includes 2 LuxLiving Cooling Pillows (up to a $199.98 Value) and 
a Cooling Mattress Protector (up to a $199.99 value). Cooling Bundle is not available in-store and will be shipped to the purchaser’s home address 7-14 business days from date of purchase. Cooling bundle has no cash value and cannot be combined with other off ers. Not valid toward mattress set purchase, previous purchases, special 
purchases, furniture or with Groupon. Limited quantities available. Off er valid 7/24/17-8/15/17 or while supplies last. Based on availability, substitutions of particular items may be necessary.  Photography is for illustration purposes only and may not refl ect actual product. See store for complete details. ***Back to School Promo: Off er valid 
7/17/17-8/22/17. Receive special savings on select mattresses and accessories with valid school I.D. School I.D. applies to valid student, faculty, administrator, or staff  identifi cation card. Has no cash value. Not valid online or on previous purchases. See store for complete details. ††Our Low Price Guarantee: We will beat any advertised price 
by 10% or your purchase is free if you fi nd the same or comparable mattress set advertised for less than your invoiced price within 100 days. Our Low Price Guarantee does not apply to Serta iComfort, clearance merchandise, fl oor models, vendor roll backs/rebates, special purchases, promotional items, door busters or discontinued 
merchandise. Merchandise off ered for sale on auction sites (i.e. eBay, craigslist, etc.) are excluded. See store for details. In-store dollar savings range from $50-$400. We invite you to ask about any individual prices. Product and selection may vary from store to store. Photography is for illustration purposes only and may not refl ect actual 
product. Mattress Firm, Inc. strives for accuracy in our advertising, but errors in pricing and/or photography may occur. Mattress Firm reserves the right to correct any such errors. Some products are at the manufacturer’s minimum selling price and further reductions cannot be taken. Store hours may vary by location. Unless otherwise 
indicated, off ers valid 8/7/17-8/15/17 or while supplies last at your local Mattress Firm. See store for complete details.

ALL NEW
We’ve reinvented 
the memory foam 

mattress. The 
exclusively patented 

memory foam coils 
bring you superior 

temperature control 
and unmatched 
pressure relief.

EXCLUSIVELY AT 
FINAL DAYS

PILLOW TOP

QUEEN MATTRESS

$

359
99

$

499
99

PLUSH COOLING

QUEEN MATTRESS

+ †* 

+ †* 
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‘Kidnap’ ads to the parental paranoia pile-up
“Marco!” Halle Berry 

calls to her insanely ador-
able son in the new movie, 
“Kidnap.”

“Polo!” the 6-year-old 
gleefully calls back.

“Marco!” Halle calls 
again as they play in a 
sun-dappled park.

“Polo!”
If you’ve seen the 

poster for this movie — 
or heck, noticed its name 
— it will come as no sur-
prise that a few minutes 
later, when Halle is dis-
tracted by a phone call 
from her lawyer telling 
her that her ex wants full 
custody of the kid (hiss!), 
her child disappears. He 
has been “Taken.”

Oh wait. Sorry. That’s 
the Liam Neeson fran-
chise. But anyway, yes, 
her child has disappeared 
in the blink of an eye — no 
one saw him snatched, he 
didn’t protest or scream 
— and a few frantic 
scenes later Halle spies 
him being loaded into a 
car even older than my 
own. Incredible. How is 
it that child-snatching is 
presented as such a lucra-
tive business (according 
to the movie, kids go for 
$100,000 each) and yet the 
snatchers drive clunk-
ers?

It must be because they 
drive the most amazing 
clunkers in all creation, ca-
pable of careening through 
90 minutes of Hollywood car 
chases. 

For that is what “Kidnap” 
quickly becomes: Halle on 
the heels of the creeps, gun-
ning down the highway (set-
ting off other car wrecks on 
the way, all treated as meh, 
because she is a Mom on a 
Mission), interspersed with 
car interior shots of Halle 
talking to herself — ”I’m 
coming baby!” — and … 
that’s it. Plus, in one scene, 
there’s a shovel to someone’s 
head. Now you don’t have to 
buy a ticket. 

But a trite script and only 
moderately tense car chase 
are not what’s criminal about 
this movie. What’s criminal 
is that it is supposed to be 
a heroic tale of Halle deal-
ing with every mom’s worst 
nightmare: A stranger kid-
napping her kid. But instead 
of empowering moms, the  
plot reinforces the idea that 
this particular crime is, if 
not common, at least some-
thing that normal parents 
should consider when taking 
their kids on an outing. 

Thinking that way is not 
only terrifying, it is chang-
ing the way we parent, and 
the way our kids grow up.

Strangers kidnapping 
young children to sell is such 
a vanishingly rare crime that 
David Finkelhor, head of the 
Crimes Against Children Re-
search Center at the Univer-
sity of New Hampshire, said 
he’d fi le the “Kidnap” movie 
under “science fi ction.” In 
fact, if for some reason you 
wanted your child to be kid-
napped by a stranger, do you 
know how long would you 
have to leave him or her out-
side, unattended, for this to 
be statistically likely to hap-
pen?

A day? An hour? Two 
minutes while you talk on 
the phone to your divorce 
lawyer? 

The answer is 750,000 

years. It’s like how many lot-
tery tickets would you have 
to buy to make it statisti-
cally likely you’d win. You’d 
have to leave your kid out-
side for 750,000 years before 
you could be pretty sure he’d 
be kidnapped, according to 
numbers crunched for me by 
Warwick Cairns, author of 
“How to Live Dangerously.” 

And yet, around the coun-
try, parents wait with their 
kids at the bus stop every 
morning now, or drive them 
door to door. A Mayo Clinic 
study found that three out of 
four parents are afraid their 
children will be abducted. 
This fear translates into kids 
being constantly supervised 
outdoors, or simply stashed 
indoors, for fear of preda-
tors. 

A single movie doesn’t 
move the needle, but what 
we have today is a culture so 
obsessed by kiddie kidnap-
ping you’ll often fi nd a booth 
at street fairs where parents 
are encouraged to fi nger-
print their kids, save a bit 
of their hair, and sometimes 
even have the kids take a den-
tal impression, all to be pre-
pared if “the unthinkable” 
(that we can’t stop thinking 
about) occurs. 

An article this past 
weekend about one such 
booth quoted a mom saying, 

“There’s so many children 
that are taken, and trying 
to get all these things to-
gether in that moment of 
panic is hard.”

She is already rehears-
ing the “Kidnap” scenario 
in her head.

What is the harm of be-
ing prepared? It’s that in 
our focus on kidnapping, 
we have changed child-
hood. Fewer kids run 
around outside or even 
know how to organize 
a game. We think we’re 
keeping them “safe” but 
in reality, we are exposing 
them to far more likely 
dangers. Obesity and 
childhood depression are 
both up. My gosh, “adult 
onset” diabetes soared 30 
percent from 2000 to 2009 
— in kids. 

We are making our 
kids more emotionally 
and physically vulnera-
ble by not letting them do 
things on their own. Until 
we give them back some 
unstructured, unsuper-
vised time outside, con-
sider them kidnapped … 
by us.

Lenore Skenazy is 
founder of Free-Range 
Kids, a contributor to Rea-
son.com, and author of 
“Has the World Gone Ske-
nazy?”

RHYMES 
WITH CRAZY

BAE Summer Concert Series; free throid cancer screening set
Councilman James 

Vacca will partner with 
the Bronx Arts Ensemble 
to put on the second con-
cert of the Summer Con-

cert Series.  
The concert will be held on 

Friday, August 11, from 66 to 
8 p.m. in Pelham Bay Park. 

The stage will be set up 

near Middletown Road and 
Stadium Avenue

The Latin Jazz Workshop 
and Peter Brainin will be per-
forming Funk and R&B music.

 On Thursday, August 17, 
the councilman is sponsoring 
a free thyroid cancer screen-
ing. From 10 a.m.. to 1:30 p.m. 
at IS 192X, 650 Hollywood Av-

enue, HeartScan Services 
will be on hand to provide 
the free screenings. 

Call (718) 931-1721 to re-
serve your appointment.

MARY JANE MUSANO
It seems that we have state 

troopers enforcing the speed 
limit and other traffi c calm-
ing laws on East Tremont Av-
enue.  Whatever the reason, 
and there have been many 
suggestions as to why, it is a 
welcome development.

Vision Zero was supposed 
to make East Tremont safer 
but it could never do what a 
strong police presence can do.  
With the number of bars put-
ting intoxicated patrons on our 
streets this will help to make 
our community safer.  Unfortu-

nately, it is not just intoxicated 
people disobeying traffi c laws.  
People speed, pass red lights, 
make illegal U-turns and dou-
ble park all day long.

No one likes getting tick-
eted but if you put our com-
munity in danger, you deserve 
a ticket.  Now, we need to get 
state troopers to patrol Crosby 
Avenue because the same 
problems are occurring there!

New License Plates

Governor Cuomo has re-
cently signed legislation that 
will honor veterans.  Two 
plates will read ‘Veteran of the 

Iraq War’ or ‘Veteran of the 
Afghanistan War’ for those 
who served in those confl icts.  
There will also be a plate to 
recognize the veterans ser-
vice organization known as 
AMVETS, also called Ameri-
can Veterans.

So, why not honor the vet-

erans of the Korean War and 
the war in Vietnam Nam?  
They have served just as hon-
orably as those that served in 
Iraq and Afghanistan.  No ser-
vice to our country should be 
forgotten.

I’m sure that the new plates 
will be welcomed by those that 
fought in Iraq and Afghani-
stan so why not include Korea 
and Vietnam Nam.  Everyone 
that puts his or her life on the 
line to protect this country de-
serves to be recognized.

Next Meeting

Our next membership 

meeting will be on Tuesday, 
September 26.  We have invited 
staff from Human Scale NYC.  
They are an organization that 
fi ghts for laws that protect us 
from overdevelopment.

We have been contacted 
by Comptroller Scott Spring-
ers offi ce.  They would like to 
come to our meeting to dis-
cuss issues in our commu-
nity that they could help with.  
They will be at either our Sep-
tember or October meeting.

Please put the date in your 
calendar.  We hope to see you 
there.
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Community and law enforcement enjoyed a time honored tradition bringing each other together for a night of great fun and under-
standing. The 49th Precinct, 49th Precinct Community Council and Neighborhood Development Initiatives Corp. hosted the 34th an-
nual National Night Out Against Crime on Tuesday, August 1 at Comras Mall. The police-community partnership celebration featured 
live music by Just Nuts Party Band, dancers, amusement rides, slushies and cotton candy, a 50/50 raffl e and free information on 
crime prevention, community organizations and homeland security.

49th Precinct Celebrates National Night Out Against Crime

Local community and law enforcement leaders joined elected offi cials in celebrating togetherness. Photo by Aracelis Batista

(l-r) Police offi cer David Lepore, 
49th Precinct Community Affi ars; 
Joseph Thompson, 49th Precinct 
Community Council president and 
captain Thomas Alps, 49th Precinct 
commanding offi cer celebrated an-
other successful National Night Out 
Against Crime with the community. 
 Photo by Aracelis Batista

Councilman Andy King (back, l), Assembly-
man Mark Gjonaj (back, 2nd from l) and 
Senator Jeff Klein (back, 2nd from r) met 
with residents at this year’s community and 
police celebration. Photo by Aracelis Batista

Jacobi Medical Center provided educational life-saving literature to guests. 
 Photo by Aracelis Batista

(l-r) Elias, Dheya and Mo-
hammed Aljahim took a 
break from riding their 
bikes at Comras Mall. 
 Photo by Aracelis Batista

Carmen Figueroa brought 
her dog, Maximo to cel-
ebrate National Night Out 
Against Crime. 
 Photo by Aracelis Batista

(l-r) Our Lady of 
Shkodra’s dancers 
Elisa Qehaja, John 
Zagreda and Nadia 
Hodzic gave a crowd 
pleasing Albanian 
dance performance. 
 Photo by Aracelis Batista
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THE THROGGS

3602/3604 East Tremont Avenue  

Check Out These
Stores In The

Throggs Neck Mall!

TAILS ARE WAGGIN' AND PETS ARE BRAGGIN'

3604 A E.Tremont Ave.

347-680-5921 347-680-5929
ALL SERVICES BY APPOINTMENT ONLY

$500OFF
WITH COUPON ONLY

AUGUST, SEPTEMBER, OCTOBER SPECIAL
COCKAPOO, POMERANIAN, COCKER SPANIEL
INCLUDES BATH WITH OATMEAL SHAMPOO AND OATMEAL CONDITIONER

HAIR TRIM, NAILS CUT AND EARS CLEANED

$60Starting
At

AMSTERDAM AIR COOLING

212-787-7700

   Commercial $ Residential

    upon request

LUNCH 
SPECIALS

HAPPY 
HOUR

COMING SOON
Angelo Gonzalez 

licensed Real Estate Agent 
off: 917-803-2589

cell: 646-243-7832
fax: 718-823-2820

CORE REALTY FAMILY

3602 A EAST TREMONT AVENUE
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See what the Throggs Neck Mall is all about!
You can sit and dine in our cozy courtyard. NECK MALL

Offi ce/Retail Space Available in the Mall Call 917-232-2375

(2nd Floor) Suite 204

Lessons on all Instruments
Beginners & Intermediate

Repairs, Recordings, Video

Live Bands
Disc Jockeys Available
Call 646-261-0170
    or 646-331-9707
for free consultation or
www.justnutsmusic.net

Want to play an instrument?
Just Nuts Music School

THE STYLIST &
THE BARBER
The Throggs Neck Mall
3602 E. Tremont Avenue
Bronx, NY 10465

718-684-1191

Chair Rental
Looking for stylist, barbers and/or nail tech with a following

Laser Hair Removal 
IPL Facial 

Chemical Peel 
Balayage Brazilian Blowout 
Spring & Summer Special 

We specialize in:
Color Correction 
Hair Extensions 

Stylist: Jen  Barber: JayWOMEN MEN

718-684-1191

50% 
First Color 
ServiceOFF

Mention This Ad
And Receive

10% 

OFF

follow us on Instagram
and Facebook 

COMING SOON-MICRO BLADING
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Action

Association

Relationships should 
make you feel good. Use these 
tips to help support and build 
healthy relationships with 
loved ones: 

1. Check-in. Talk with 
loved ones about relation-
ship needs. Ask your loved 
one what they need from you. 
Let them know what you need 
from them. Talk about how 

How to have healthy relationships with loved ones
you can both have your needs 
met. You can do this with a 
parent, a partner, or even a 
close friend.

2. Support each other. Peo-
ple handle stress and anxiety 
in many ways. When times 
get tough, work together to 
make each other feel good. 
Talk about how you both can 
help make each other’s day 

better.
3. Take time to organize 

your thoughts. If you and a 
loved one don’t agree, take a 
few minutes to gather your 
thoughts before speaking. 
This will help you better talk 
about how you are feeling. 

4. Welcome change. Re-
lationships can grow due to 
life’s challenges as we age. 

Use this as a chance to make 
your relationships stronger.

5. Listen to how your loved 
ones are feeling. Take an in-
terest in their feelings. They 
will be more likely to listen 
when you share how you are 
feeling.

6. Respect differences. 
You and your loved ones 
may have your own hobbies, 

friends, feelings, goals, and 
thoughts. Differences give 
you the chance to learn from 
each other and enjoy your re-
lationship more.

To learn more about well-
ness contact the Wellness 
Department at Commu-
nity Healthcare Network at 
(212) 432-8494 or wellness@
chnnyc.org

BY FRAN ARICO
Spencer Estate Civic Asso-

ciation will hold their meeting 
on Wednesday, August 16 at 
the Knights of Columbus Hall, 
3243 Ampere Avenue (corner 
of Research Avenue) at 7 p.m. 
Our guest speakers will be 
the candidates for City Coun-
cil who will replace Council-
man James Vacca.  Candi-
dates Mark Gjonaj, Marjorie 
Velasquez, John Doyle, Victor 

Ortiz, Edgidio Sementilli and 
John Cerini  Come meet your 
future councilperson before 
election day to decide who you 
choose to vote for.

Come to our meeting  and 

meet your neighbors and dis-
cuss issues in our community, 
bring a friend or neighbor.  
Annual dues are $10 which 
entitles you to a subscription 
of the Bronx Times Reporter 
newspaper which has all local 
news. 

Coffee and cake will be 
served at the end of the meet-
ing.

Looking forward to seeing 
you!

BY FRANK V. VERNUCCIO, JR.
Media and political lead-

ers should engage in a seri-
ous gut-check over the lan-
guage they are using, and 
the passions they are infl am-
ing. The extreme nature of 
the comments that have been 
made concerning President 
Trump have little precedent, 
save those directed against 
Abraham Lincoln following 
his fi rst election. (No, we are 
not comparing Trump to Lin-
coln.)

One does not have to be a 
Republican or a Trump-sup-
porter to be dismayed at the 
tenor of the remarks, and the 
actions of unelected bureau-
crats whose actions amount 
to an attempted dismantling 
of the 2016 election. Consider 
just a few of the latest exam-
ples:

RealClearPolitics reports 
that on July 22, Rep. Luis 
Gutierrez (D-IL) said the 
President is a “major crimi-
nal” and that his party will 
“eliminate” his presidency.

ZeroHedge notes that for-
mer CIA director John Bren-
nan advises government offi -
cials to refuse the President’s 
lawful orders, if the White 
House dismisses special 
counsel Robert Mueller.

The Washington Free Bea-
con  has found that the U.S. 
Department of Agriculture is 
disobeying the President in 
relation to trade with Iran.

That publication also 
found that the U.S. State De-
partment’s lawyers are en-
gaging in policies in con-
tradiction to the President’s 
position on describing ISIS’s 
treatment of Christians and 
Yazidis.

As the New York Analy-
sis of Policy and Govern-
ment has described in sev-
eral prior articles, various 
judges of the Ninth Circuit 
have ignored Constitutional 
provisions, the United States 
Code, and legal precedent to 
impose restrictions on Presi-
dent Trump’s lawful exercise 
of executive powers regard-

ing travel from nations that 
present a terrorist threat—
nations, incidentally, that 
were also named by Presi-
dent Obama, with nary a 
word of complaint from the 
judiciary.

Numerous publications 
and media outlets have de-
scribed the statements by ac-
tors such as Johnny Depp and 
others suggesting that Presi-
dent Trump be assassinated, 
and in some cases, actually 
portraying acts of violence, 
including beheading.

The particulars of any of 
these policy areas are not the 
issue. And, of course, anyone 
is free to express disagree-
ment with the President, and 
respond by introducing leg-
islation or engaging in ap-
propriate legal action to de-
termine if the law is on their 
side, or by supporting candi-
dates with differing views in 
upcoming elections.

But that is not what is hap-
pening. How creepy is it that 
a former CIA director is es-
sentially suggesting federal 
employees engage in a slow-
motion coup? How troubling 
is it that judges have issued 
rulings based on their per-
sonal, partisan beliefs rather 
than the Constitution, the US 
Code, or case law?  Does it 
not rise to the level of threat 
when a sitting member of 
Congress vows to “elimi-
nate” a president? Should we 
not pay attention when public 
fi gures openly discuss assas-
sination? Shouldn’t Ameri-
cans have the right to hear 
what evidence of laws being 
broken exist before entire in-
vestigatory procedures are 
carried out?

The important point is 
that unelected U.S. govern-
ment offi cials and former 
spymasters are using lan-
guage urging government 
offi cials to willfully defy the 
duly elected head of the fed-
eral government, without 
any legal, constitutional, or 
precedential justifi cation.

In Washington, on the 

days leading up to Trump’s 
inauguration, numerous 
protestors ‘demanded’ that 
the president-elect be im-
peached—even before he was 
sworn in, a true legal impos-
sibility. Since Trump is not 
an extreme ideologue push-
ing any unprecedented po-
sitions (enforcing existing 
immigration rules, or tak-
ing steps to preserve mid-
dle-class jobs with tariffs or 
other measures is hardly a 
new idea, whether one agrees 
with those positions or not) 
he seemed to be an unlikely 
spark for such exceptional 
outrage.

President Obama pursued 
concepts that outraged his 
detractors, who truly howled 
with fury and urged that 
those ideas (and his re-elec-
tion) be defeated. Many harsh 
comments were made.  But 
responsible fi gures did not 
engage in continual threats 
of assassination, or encour-
age acts of disobedience by 
government offi cials.

The Republican-appointed 
Chief Justice of the U.S. Su-
preme Court ruled against 
the GOP position on Obam-
acare, because he believed 
that’s what the Constitution 
and the law warranted—a 
far cry from the ultra-parti-
san Ninth Circuit judges who 
ignored the Constitution and 
the law in their travel ban de-
cision.

President Trump has en-
gaged in the unpardonable 

offense of defeating an estab-
lishment candidate. He fails 
to pay homage to traditional 
power brokers, and is not 
conciliatory (or eloquent) in 
his rather blunt statements. 

Therefore, he pays a heavy 
price. Politics is a rough en-
deavor, but there are no real 
precedents for the treatment 
being meted out to the cur-
rent occupant of the OvalAre 
we entering into a new era, in 
which the will of the elector-
ate is subject to the approval 
or veto of government bu-
reaucrats and media moguls? 
Should we ignore a former 
CIA director who encourages 
a coup, or a Congressmen 
who threatens to ‘eliminate’ 
an elected administration?

America is reaching a 
precipice, and the time for 
pulling back is growing in-
creasingly short.

Monica Franco-Tejeda 
and Gabriela Barragan 
announce the grand open-
ing of their restaurant, La 
Casona, on Thursday, Au-
gust 10 with the New Ro-
chelle Chamber of Com-
merce and New Rochelle’s 
Mayor Noam Bramson.  
The festivities continue 
the entire weekend with 
drink and food specials.  
The restaurant is located 
at 238 Washington Ave-
nue, New Rochelle.

La Casona is the fi rst au-
thentic Mexican fusion dining 
restaurant in Westchester, 
which fuses the rich culinary 
heritage of the Mexican cui-
sine with an exciting mod-
ern twist.  Specialties include 
Fish Tacos topped with spicy 
cabbage slaw on homemade 
tortillas, a seasoned crab 
cake served over a bed of their 
signature guacamole recipe, 
as well as traditional Mexi-
can offerings such as:  enchi-
ladas, quesadillas & fajitas.   

Guests can complete their 
amazing dining experi-
ence with their deliciously 
crafted desserts, including 
Xocoalt, a fl ourless choco-
late lava cake with a hint 
of Mexican spices, Guava 
Crème Brulee and home-
made Churros.

 La Casona is modeled 
after a traditional quaint 
Mexican home with ex-
posed wooded beams, 
stone tile fl oors and rustic 
lighting. 

1st Mexican fusion restaurant opens in New Rochelle
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Altice USA employee volunteers joined by CitySquash students. Photo courtesy of Altice USA

Altice USA, the provider of Optimum-branded TV, phone and Internet services in the New 
York metro area, hosted a day of science, technology, engineering and math learning on 
Thursday, August 3 with CitySquash students at Fordham University. 

ALTICE USA HOSTS STEM DAY AT FORDHAM U

Joe Deglomini, Sr. (2nd from r) with his guests at Calvary’s Golf and Tennis outing. 
 Photo courtesy of Calvary Hospital

More than 325 people attended Calvary Hospital’s 29th annual Golf and Tennis Classic on Mon-
day, July 31 at Brae Burn Country Club and Century Country Club in Westchester County. The 
event raised over $300,000 for Calvary programs and services patients and their families.

CALVARY HOSTS GOLF & TENNIS CLASSIC

Ted Serra (l) and Ted Serra, Jr. brought their all-original 
1931 Ford model ‘A’ to the car show. Photo by Ray Maldonado

(l-r) Car show volunteers and organizers Richard Mastropietro; Alex Mittermeier; Peter Juta; Diane, Nick and Daisy Hooks; 
Richie Parisi; Andrew, John and Christian Marano with Luca Salamone. Photo by Ray Maldonado

The Throggs Neck Classic Car Cruise had hearts and motors revving with excitement on Tuesday, August 1 at Hammonds Cove Marina. Guests viewed the many classic American muscle cars, 
hot rods, customs and stockers on display; listening to music and grabbing a bite to eat at the Ice House Cafe. A large portion of the proceeds raised went to lifelong Throggs Neck resident 
and male breast cancer survivor Michael Singer to donate to the Male Breast Cancer Coalition.

TN CLASSIC CAR CRUISE REVS UP EXCITEMENT

(l-r) Candidate Felix Perdomo, moderators He-
lene Redd and Juan Nunez with candidate Randy 
Abreu. Photo by Walter Pofeldt

Monroe College’s auditorium was fi lled with over 
200 residents eager to speak to the Council Dis-
trict 14 candidates at a public forum on Tuesday, 
August 1. Hosted by the Northwest Bronx Commu-
nity and Clergy Coalition, Bailey Houses, Commu-
nity Action for Safe Apartments and Bronx Health 
Reach, residents had the opportunity to engage 
the candidates in discussions on such local topics 
as housing, the Jerome Avenue rezoning and the 
Kingsbridge Armory.

MONROE COLLEGE’S
CD 14 CANDIDATES 

FORUM
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BY GENE DEFRANCIS
The one constant ques-

tion we receive is “Why can’t 
we do more to save local busi-
nesses?”

The answer is within all of 
us not just the association. 

To the residents who 
stopped spending their money 
at their ‘favorite’ stores. 

To the merchants who did 
not change with the times by 
advertising and marketing 
their business, refused to take 
risk and keep learning their 
business and adapting their 
business model. 

We have tried many ap-
proaches. Offered cheap and 
innovative promotional tools 
on social media and in our lo-
cal paper. 

Connected with experi-
enced business consultants 
to teach established business 
owners new ways to improve 
their business. 

Proposed the Business In-
cubator to encourage new en-
trepreneurs to take the plunge 
and control their own destiny 
by starting small with less 
risk and growing your own 

business. 
Promotions received a posi-

tive response but not executed 
to its full potential. We encour-
age merchants to offer small 
discounts in their advertising 
so that they can track that the 
advertisement is working and 
encourage people to shop at 
their establishment. 

The business seminars 
have gone nowhere as many 
business owners did not want 
to spend a dollar to further 
educate themselves in some-
thing which they felt they 
were an expert. We would ar-
gue there is always room to 
learn and grow. 

The Incubator was met 
with a great and positive re-
sponse but with no action. We 
all know someone who dreams 
of owning their own business. 
They don’t know where to 
start or how to start. We cre-
ated a plan to drop the fi rst 
domino. No catch, no agenda. 
We would take the long ardu-
ous walk with you and try to 
guide you into your own store-
front. 

The only ones brave enough 
for the venture were children. 

Twelve- and 14-year-olds that 
don’t know the taste of failure. 
That have no fear. Well we 
looked at the logistics of this 
and said... we can’t just put a 
child to work and start their 
own business robbing them 
of their golden years of child-
hood. 

But what we can do is 
groom and mentor these kids 
about the process and what it 
takes. So it doesn’t look impos-
sible and that it does not seem 
so scary to start their own 
business. 

You will be surprised how 
many kids were up to the task 
and challenge. The excitement 
and joy of the idea. 

We partnered up these kids 
with adults and will teach 
them the basics of maintain-
ing their overhead, rules and 
regulations, and paying taxes. 

Maybe it goes no where and 

what we are left with is we ed-
ucated a few of our local kids 
on the basics of entrepreneur-
ship. Maybe one or all of them 
become successful business 
owners. 

But to everyone we say, we 
are all in this together. We can 
not look at what was or what 
is... but what can be. 

The extra work and risk 
put into maintaining a legal 
business is worth anything 
then the risk you take operat-
ing an illegal operation. If you 
sell illegal drugs you not only 
have to look over your shoul-
der constantly and wonder if 
today is the day you get sent to 
jail. You also have to wonder 
if today maybe the day a com-
petitor tries to run you out of 
town or rob you. 

Yes, there is stress in run-
ning a legal business. But it 
pales in comparison to the 
stress running an illegal busi-
ness. 

To our kids, you are more 
valuable and have more poten-
tial than you may ever know. I 
have witnessed you do incred-
ible things when given the op-
portunity and encouragement. 

Don’t ever let anyone tell you 
that you won’t amount to any-
thing more than the streets 
can offer. 

To our adults, make a 
pledge to select fi ve of your 
favorite Allerton stores and 
spend an average of $10 a 
month there. We are calling it 
the 5 and Dime Project. That’s 
$600 a year ($50 a month) on 
products that you would likely 
buy anyway. 

We need everyone to par-
ticipate so spread the word. 

Business Incubators soft 
opening begins today Sunday, 
August 6 and will continue 
weekends until New Years. 
Come by and say “hi”. 

We will have a vintage toy 
store, oils and candles, chil-
drens clothing, book store, 
and an art gallery. We are still 
developing. All are stores we 
want to see grow and open in 
their own location on Aller-
ton. 

If you have an idea, reach 
out to us AllertonMerchants@
gmail.com. 

We are all in this together. 
Your community is your busi-
ness. 

BY CHRYS NAPOLITANO
Sometimes the hardest 

thing to do is to say “no, sorry, 
I can’t help you right now”.  
For people who are ‘commu-
nity minded’, who attend lo-
cal community meetings and 
volunteer for causes dear to 
their hearts – saying “yes, yes 
I can help you” just comes nat-
urally.  Saying “no’”does not, 
but I did.  A few days later, 
there was uproar in the neigh-
borhood about a proposed 
project and a friend said to me, 
“you’ve been silent on this, 
why?”  I gave her a reasonable 
excuse about needing more in-
formation and encouraged her 
to share with me if she got any.  
But I did not attend the rally or 
the meeting.

It’s just that right now, I 
need to focus on getting our 
house sold in Locust Point.  As 
many of you know, about a year 
and half ago we purchased an 

1820 farmhouse in Connecti-
cut.  The construction is over 
and we’re installing the cabi-
nets and appliances.  We’ve 
had lots of people looking at 
our house in Locust Point and 
hopefully we’ll be getting an 
offer soon.  It’s the culmina-
tion of a dream many years 
in the making; to have a place 
to escape to and some land to 
grow things on. Our house in 
Locust Point is too big for the 
two of us; it needs a family to 
grow up in.  

We’re not planning to leave 
the neighborhood though. 
Last week, we received notice 
from the IRS that our applica-
tion to be a 501c3 was approved 
for the Northeast Bronx Com-
munity Farmers Market Proj-
ect.  The market will start in 
June of 2018 on the property of 
Preston High School.  

There are so many things 
we have to get done in our 

community but personally, 
we are now at the place were 
the rubber hits the road – we 
have to start packing up our 
stuff and moving it to our new 
home. Then, whatever doesn’t 
fi t in that house, we’ll put in 
storage until we fi nd a tiny 
house here.  We’re looking for 
a fi xer upper in Edgewater or 
Silver Beach, plus we’re look-
ing at apartments in Pelham 
Bay too – but with two small 
dogs, that won’t be easy.  

In general, change is not 
easy.  I will not lie and say that 
this has been a joy fi lled pro-
cess; I kicked and screamed at 
the idea of leaving the Bronx 

entirely.  But things have 
changed in those 18 months 
– and having the opportunity 
to bring something to this 
community that we love is 
what we’ve dreamed of doing.  
While still in turmoil, a rela-
tive said to me, “oh, you’ll just 
create what you have in the 
Bronx in your new town.”  I 
know she meant well, but all 
I could think was that it had 
been so many years of work 
to get to where we were with 
the CSA, why would I want to 
start all over?”

That was the incentive for 
focusing my energy back on 
what makes me happy and not 
on my fear of having to leave it 
all behind.  A year and a half 
ago, I was still trying to fi gure 
out what my next step was af-
ter leaving the Locust Point 
Civic Association board.  Since 
then, I have realized that there 
are so many people in the com-

munity that want community 
gardens, that want to learn to 
grow food, that want to learn 
how to cook, that want to shop 
at a farmers market or be a 
member of a CSA.  There are 
so many people in this com-
munity that work together to 
get things done.  Starting the 
Northeast Bronx Community 
Farmers Market Project with 
some of my closest friends will 
be a great adventure.

But for now, my priority is 
going to have to be packing up 
our house and splitting it up 
into two tiny homes and that’s 
going to be my focus.  I will 
continue to write this article, 
but don’t be concerned if I skip 
a few weeks.   Please follow 
our Facebook page, Northeast 
Bronx Community Farmers 
Market Project for updates.

In the meantime, be the 
change you want to see in the 
world.

BY TONY SALIMBENE
Some important summer 

events, we need your sup-
port. 

Saturday, August 12 the 
annual traditional Silver 
Beach Post BBQ at the Red-
wood Club.

Saturday, August 26 a 
street overlay name dedica-
tion for a fallen Marine from 
this current confl ict. 1 p.m., 

E. Fordham Road and the 
Grand Concourse at the old 
Armed Forces Recruiting Sta-
tion. My Bronx Legionnairs, 
appropriate attire please. 

Saturday August 26 at 4 
p.m. is the AMVETS fund 
raiser BBQ and Horse Races 
at 1440 Shore Drive, $25 per 
person. Please reserve with 
Dennis at (718) 419-5593. 

Saturday,  September 9, 

the Hawkins Post 156 Annual 
Clambake, that’s City Island 
Avenue.

Next Sunday, brunch at 

Bronx Shore Community As-
sociation, across from the lit-
tle red house at Revere and 
Schley avenues.  Not expen-
sive, 10 a.m. to 1 p.m., plus 
Trivial Pursuit, tunes- fam-
ily fun. Of course, 9/11 at 
our FDNY monument, East 
Tremont Avenue, usually at 7 
p.m., more to follow. I expect 
a large and squared away Le-
gion contingent, no excuses.

Some new bartenders at 
Post 620, stop by and give 
them a hard time, I mean a 
warm Legion ‘Hi’.

And Tuesday, September 
12 is Primary Day, please 
vote.

Until next time: I know 
these events cost a few bucks, 
but if we don’t pitch in and 
help each other, no one else 
will.
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Hemma Kemraj performed a traditional Indian dance at this year’s cul-
tural celebration. Photo by Miriam Quin

The Westchester Square Business Improvement District, Councilman 
James Vacca, the Bharati Dance Academy and several community groups 
hosted the fi fth annual Bollywood in the Bronx on Saturday, July 29.

BOLLYWOOD COMES TO THE SQUARE

Dan Cinquemami (l) and Francisco Tézen attended this year’s celebration.
 Photo by Aracelis Batista

Food Bank for NYC raised banners at its 90,000-square-foot warehouse 
in the Hunts Point Market on Friday, August 4 to recognize the companies 
and individuals that have each donated more than a million meals to 
needy New Yorkers, amounting to 46.7 million meals in total. This year’s 
distinguished honorees included Krasdale Foods Inc.; Farm Fresh; Tar-
get; HP-Food; Frank Brunckhorst Co. Boar’s Head; Fresh Direct; Baldor 
Specialty Foods; Katzman Produce; ShopRite; Duane Reade; E. Armata; 
Bob Weinmann, RDD Associates, senior vice president of Marketing and 
Strategic Initiatives and Josephine Infante, former president of Hunts 
Point Economic Development Corporation.

FOOD BANK FOR NYC HONORS
 MILLION MEALS CLUB

Council members Gibson (back, 4th from l) and Torres (back, c) with Grow NYC volunteers. 
 Photo courtesy of Councilman Ritchie Torres’ Offi ce

Council members Vanessa Gibson and Ritchie Torres presented food shoppers at McKinley Square on Tuesday, 
August 1 with Health Bucks coupons redeemable for healthy foods, discussed the importance of healthy food 
access for Bronxites and staged a healthy cooking demo for children.

GIBSON, TORRES BRING HEALTHY FOOD ACCESS

La India electrifi ed the crowd with her well-known songs, ‘Decen que soy,’ ‘Seduceme’ and ‘Nunca voy a olvi-
darte.’ Photo by Devon Watson

Latin award winning Princess of Salsa La India performed at the City Parks Foundation’s SummerStage show 
on Friday, July 28 at St. Mary’s Park.

LA INDIA PERFORMS AT SUMMERSTAGE

Assemblywoman Carmen de la Rosa (l); Sarah Perez Jarett (2nd from r), Salud CEO; Hilda Perez (r), Salud CFO; 
Assemblywoman Carmen de la Rosa and Seny Tavares (3rd from l), CUNY in the Heights Hostos College execu-
tive director with Literacy INC staff. Photo courtesy of Salud

Assemblywoman Carmen De La Rosa, Salud and CUNY in the Heights celebrated Salud’s sixth annual Com-
munity Health Fair Press Conference on Wednesday, August 2 in their efforts in educating the community in 
nutrition and living a healthy lifestyle.

SALUD HOSTS COMMUNITY HEALTH FAIR
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(l-r) Teaching artist Kiara Danielle Brown, host Tommy Bracco, Newsies singers Liana Hunt 
and Adam Kaplan with teaching artist Rachel Lee. Photo by Miriam Quin

Kiara Danielle Brown distributed free Newsies t-shirts to eager audience members. 
 Photo by Miriam Quin

Williamsbridge Oval Park was alive with the sounds of Broadway at a special screening of Disney’s ‘Newsies: The Broadway Musical’ on Monday, July 31 featuring special guest perfor-
mances and interactive crowd dance lessons.  

NEWSIES PERFORM AT WILLIAMSBRIDGE OVAL PARK

Youngsters from PAL’s Webster-Giannone Center compet-
ed at the sporting event. Photo courtesy of PAL

M.S. 118 youngsters earned fi rst place at PAL’s annual Pennant Quest. 
 Photo courtesy of PAL

Bronx youngsters joined approximately 200 Police Athletic League Summer Day Camp children from all fi ve boroughs on Thursday, July 27 in PAL’s annual Pennant Quest at DeWitt Clinton 
Park in Manhattan. The city-wide Pennant Quest brought to life PAL’s theme of ‘Music from Around the World’ with sixth to eighth grade teams representing different global music genres 
who competed in such games as tug of war, an obstacle course, banner and chant contest, ladder of knowledge and team spirt and sportsmanship.

M.S. 118 WINS PAL’S PENNANT QUEST

The students got a glimpse behind the scenes and met with staff who run everything from 
social media to the scoreboard. Photo courtesy of Anat Gerstein, Inc.

The day culminated in a tour of the stadium, with information on the rich history of the 
Yankees. Photo courtesy of Anat Gerstein, Inc.

Middle school students from Breakthrough New York’s summer academic program paid a visit to Yankee Stadium for Career Day on Thursday, July 27.

BREAKTHROUGH STUDENTS VISIT YANKEE STADIUM
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Michael LaVallie (2nd from l) proudly accepted awards from (l-r) Senator Diaz, Assemblyman Sepulveda, Coun-
cilman Salamanca, Assemblyman Pichardo and Councilman Cabrera. Photo by Miriam Quin

Senator Diaz (l) congratulated honoree George Alvarez on his success. 
 Photo by Miriam Quin

Senator Ruben Diaz, Sr.; assembly members Luis Sepulveda, Marcos Crespo and Victor Pichardo and Council members Rafael Salamanca and Fernando Cabrera toasted several local 
Dominican leaders at the annual Abrazo Dominicano in New York on Friday, July 28 at Maestro’s Caterers. This year’s distinguished honorees included Luz Tavarez, Catholic Charities of 
the Archdiocese of New York’s Government and Community Relations director; Venecia Fernandez, Bronx borough director for Comptroller Thomas DiNapoli; George Alvarez, Community 
Board 1 and Comunidad Unida del Bronx founder; Henry Garrido, associate director of District Council 37 and Michael LaVallie, GVC Ltd. Bus Company owner.

DIAZ HOSTS ABRAZO DOMINICANO CELEBRATION

The Bronx came up aces again when the borough’s own Carmen S. was named the second lucky 
winner of Empire City Casino’s Porsche Boxster Luxury Car Giveaway on Monday, July 31.

CARMEN S. WINS EMPIRE CITY’S CAR GIVEAWAY

Carmen accepted the cash option of $60,000 in place of the vehicle. 
 Photo courtesy of Empire City Casino

The Sports and Arts in Schools Foundation hosted a coding class on Thursday, August 3 at P.S. 
134 in which students learned how to use the coding programming language Scratch. The sum-
mertime classes are held weekdays between the hours of 1:30 to 5 p.m.

P.S. 134 HOSTS SUMMER CODING CLASSES

Jonas Casimir (r), technology specialist, worked with Daelisa Colon (l) and Sanai Cumber-
batck on Scratch coding problems. Photo by Ray Maldonado

S SSHOP OUR CLASSIFIED 
PAGES EVERY WEEK AND 

SAVE MONEY

www.bxtimes.com
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Lehman Center for the Performing Arts  presents Formell Y Los Van Van
Lehman Center for the 

Performing Arts presents the 
Exclusive NYC Appearance of 
the US tour of Cuba’s legend-
ary, Grammy-winning dance 
orchestra, Formell Y Los Van 
Van, who bring direct from 
Cuba their blend of Afro-Cu-
ban, disco and funk back to 
Lehman Center on Saturday, 
August 26, at 8 p.m. 

Formell Y Los Van Van 
features three of the late 
founder Juan Formell‘s chil-
dren: leader and drummer/
timbalero Samuel Formell, 
bassist Juan-Carlos Formell 
and the newest addition, the 
family’s youngest daugh-
ter, lead vocalist Vanessa 
Formell.

 For this special concert, 
the orchestra will also be 
joined by the legendary and 
most recognized Los Van Van 
vocalist Pedrito Calvo, who 
sang with the orchestra for 

their fi rst 40 years. Fans can 
expect to hear the group’s 
greatest hits along with the 
work from their more current 
releases including their soon 
to be released album Los Van 
Van son La Patria. Produced 
by Lehman Center and Leo 
Tizol and Ernesto Lago.

Lehman Center for the 
Performing Arts is on the 
campus of Lehman College/
CUNY at 250 Bedford Park 
Boulevard West.  Tickets are 
$100*VIP, $60, $55, and $45 
and can be purchased by call-
ing 718) 960-8833. 

*VIP Reception: The Ha-
vana Café, Havana Club Rum 
and Lehman Center special 
VIP pre-concert wine, beer, 
Havana Club Rum & hors 
d’oeuvres reception will start 
at 6:30 p.m. VIP tickets in-
clude the reception and the 
best seats in the house. At 
the reception meet other pa-

trons and the staff of Lehman 
Center. Sponsored by Havana 

Café Restaurant and Havana 
Club Puerto Rican Rum.

 Low-cost on-site parking 
available for $5.

Formell Y Los Van Van will be performing at Lehman Center for the Performing Arts on August 26.

718-931-43352173 White Plains Road 
Just South of Pelham Pkwy.

OPEN
7 DAYS

SALE

OFF30%
WE CARRY A WIDE VARIETY OF 

Organic Foods, Herbs, Homeopathic Products & More

SALE ENDS 08/31/17

SOLARAY

25%
OFF

NATURE’S WAY
NORDIC NATURAL

NEW CHAPTER
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ANTIQUES & ESTATE BUYERS

ANTIQUE & ESTATE BUYERS
We buy anything old. One piece or house full. 

WILL TRAVEL. HOUSE CALLS.

ANTIQUE & ESTATE BUYERS
We buy anything old. One piece or house full. 

WILL TRAVEL. HOUSE CALLS.
WILL TRAVEL

ENTIRE
TRI-STATE!

FREE
Estimates!

We Pay $CASH$ For 
Paintings, Clocks, Watches, 
Estate Jewelry & Fine China, 

From Single Items 
to Entire Estates!
Coin & Stamp Collections

Costume Jewelry
Antique Furniture  Lamps
Bronzes  Paintings  Prints

Chinese & Japanese 
Artwork & Porcelain

Sports Collectibles 
Comic Books  Old Toys  Records
Cameras  Sterling Flatware Sets

HUMMELS & LLADROS

ANTIQUES & ESTATE BUYERS

TOP $ PAID
FOR JUDAICA
COLLECTIBLES

HOUSE
CALLS

MOVING orDOWNSIZING?CALL
US!

Top $ Paid
for Antique

Sterling!

Military
Collections

Wanted
Swords,
Knives,

Helmets, etc.

SEE OUR AD IN THE SUNDAY POST

WILL TRAVEL. WE MAKE HOUSE CALLS.
173 N. WELLWOOD AVENUE, LINDENHURST, N.Y.

SAME DAY  
SERVICE  

AVAILABLE

HOUSE 
CALLS

SERVING BRONX 
AND THE ENTIRE  
TRI-STATE AREA

516-974-6528516-974-6528
ASK FOR CHRISTOPHER
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BRIDAL FASHION
BRIDAL CENTER
7233 Amboy Road, Staten Island, (718) 227-8647
www.alwaysabridesmaidboutique.com

BRIDAL STYLES BOUTIQUE
905 Ave. U, Brooklyn, (718) 339–3222
www.bridalstylesboutique.com

MONEY SAVER SHOES INC.
Specializing Wide Widths, Dyeable & Evening Shoes
2098 Flatbush Ave., Brooklyn, (718) 258-0171

ULTIMATE FASHIONS
4255 Amboy Rd, SI, NY 10308  (718) 605-3274
316 Woodbridge Center Drive, Woodbridge, NJ 07095
(732) 750-1174, ultfash@optonline.net  
Staten Island Mall
Lower Level, Macy’s Wing Staten Island New York 10314 
(718) 370-2984, www.ultfash.com

TUXEDOS
TUXEDO WORLD OF STATEN ISLAND
2791 Richmond Ave #6, SI, NY 10314
(718) 698-4859, www.tuxedoworldsi.com

CATERING & VENUES
ADRIA HOTEL & CONFERENCE CENTER
221-17 Northern Boulevard, Bayside, NY 11361
(718) 631-5900, www.adriahotelny.com

ATLAS STEAKHOUSE
943 Coney Island Avenue, off  18th Ave., Brooklyn, NY
(646) 494-7227, www.AtlasSteak.com

BAY RIDGE MANOR
476 76th St., Brooklyn, (718) 748-8855
www.bayridgemanor.com

BAYSIDE HISTORICAL SOCIETY
208 Totten Ave - Fort Totten, Bayside, NY 11359, 
(718) 352-1548, www.baysidehistorical.org/rentals.html

BUCKLEY’S
2926 Ave. S, Brooklyn
(718) 998-4222, www.buckleyscaterers.com

DYKER BEACH GOLF COURSE
86th Street and 7th Avenue, Brooklyn, NY 11228
(718) 836–9722 x 1 or privateeventdirector@
dykerbeachgc
www.dykerbeachgc.com

EDIBLE ARRANGEMENTS
133-22 Springfi eld Blvd. (718) 528-3344
158-18 Cross Bay Blvd. (718) 848-3344
1357 Fulton St. (718) 622-3344
1557 Ralph Ave. (718) 451-3344
www.ediblearrangements.com/stores/StoreLocator.aspx

GLEN TERRACE
5313 Ave. N, Brooklyn (718) 252-4614

GRAND OAKS COUNTRY CLUB
200 Huguenot Ave., Staten Island
(718) 356–2771, www.grandoaksnyc.com

GRAND PROSPECT HALL
263 Prospect Ave., Brooklyn (718) 788-0777
www.grandprospecthall.com

GREENHOUSE CAFE
7717 Third Ave., Brooklyn (718) 833-8200
www.greenhousecafe.com

IL FORNETTO
2902 Emmons Ave. in Brooklyn, (718) 332-8494
www.ilFornettoRestaurant.com

ISLAND CHATEAU
900 West Fingerboard Rd, Staten Island, NY 10305
(718) 447-5882, IslandChateau.com

KENNEDY’S BREEZY POINT
406 Bayside, Rockaway Point, NY 11697
(718) 945-0202, www.kennedysbreezypoint.com

MARBELLA RESTAURANT
220-33 Northern Blvd., Bayside, NY 11361
(718) 423-0100, www.marbella-restaurant.com

NICK’S LOBSTER HOUSE
2777 Flatbush Ave, Brooklyn, NY 11234, (718) 253-7117

PARADISE CATERING HALL
51 Avenue U, Brooklyn, NY 11223
(718) 372-4352, www.theparadisecateringhall.com

THE PEARL ROOM
8518 - 3rd Avenue, Brooklyn, NY 11209
(718) 833-6666, www.pearlroombklyn.com

PELHAM BAY & SPLIT ROCK GOLF COURSE
870 Shore Road, Bronx, NY 10464, (718) 885-1258 x224 or  
privateeventdirector@pelhamsplitrock
http://www.pelhamsplitrock.com

QUEENS BOTANICAL GARDEN
43-50 Main St, Flushing, NY 11355 (718) 886-3800 x201
www.queensbotanical.org/weddingsandevents

SCHNITZEL HAUS
7319 5th Avenue, Bay Ridge, NY 11029
(718) 836-5600, www.schnitzelhausny.com

SIRICO’S CATERERS
8015-23 13th Ave., Brooklyn, (718) 331-2900,
www.siricoscaterers.net

TERRACE ON THE PARK
52-11 111 Street, Flushing, NY 11368, (718) 592-5000,
www.terraceonthepark.com

THE VANDERBILT AT SOUTH BEACH
300 Father Capodanno Blvd., Staten Island
(718) 447-0800, www.vanderbiltsouthbeach.com

LODGING
ADRIA HOTEL AND CONFERENCE CENTER
221-17 Northern Boulevard, Bayside, NY 11361
www.adriahotelny.com, (800) 272-3742

ENTERTAINMENT
AMAZING BOTTLE DANCERS
(800) 716-0556, pasproductions@yahoo.com 
www.bottledancers.com

E-SQUARED PRODUCTIONS/
360 ENTERTAINMENT
4308 Richmond Ave. in Staten Island or 1665 Bath Ave. in 
Brooklyn, (718) 227–3235, www.e2dj.com

FAVORS & INVITATIONS
UNFORGETTABLE EVENTS
2049 Flatbush Ave in Brooklyn, (718) 377-4535,

FLORISTS
FLORAL FANTASY
3031 Quentin Rd. in Brooklyn, (718) 998-7060 or
(800) 566–8380, www.fl oralfantasyny.com

HENRY’S FLORIST
8103 Fifth Ave. in Brooklyn, (800) 543-6797 or 
(718) 238–3838, www.henrysfl oristweddingevents.com

MARINE FLORIST AND DECORATORS
1995 Flatbush Ave. in Brooklyn, (800) 447-6730 or 
(718) 338-3600, www.marinefl orists.com

JEWELRY
BENNY’S JEWELRY
89-02 165th Street, Suite B-1, Jamaica, NY 11432
(718) 526-4613, www.bennyny.com

BOBBY’S JEWELERS DIAMOND SPECIALIST
514 - 81 Street, Brooklyn, NY, 11209
(718) 745-1725

LIMOUSINE SERVICES
MILA LIMOUSINE CORPORATION
(718) 232-8973, www.milalimo.com

ROMANTIQUE/DOUBLE DIAMOND 
LIMOUSINES
1421-86 Street, Brooklyn (718) 351-7273
2041-Hylan Blvd., Staten island (718) 351-7273
www.rddlimos.com

SERGI’S PARTY LIMO
171-15A Northern Blvd, Queens, NY 11358
(718) 353-5466, (212) 682-4040, (516) 489-4040
Toll Free: (888) 546-6134, (888) limo-134
Fax: (718) 353-5499, info@sergislimo.com
www.sergislimo.com

VIP LIMOS SVC
(516) 488-LIMO(5466), www.viplimosvc.com

PHOTOGRAPHY & VIDEO
FANTASY PHOTOGRAPHY
3031 Quentin Rd., Brooklyn (718) 998-0949
www.fantasyphotographyandvideo.com

GLAMOUR ME PHOTO & VIDEO
104-12 111th St., South Richmond Hill, (888) 400-2738 or 
(718) 504–1970, www.glamourmestudio.com

ONE FINE DAY PHOTOGRAPHERS
459 Pacifi c St., Massapequa Park (516) 690–1320
www.onefi nedayphotographers.com

SALONS
AF BENNETT SALON
350 New Dorp Lane, Staten Island NY 10306
(718) 979-9000 www.afbennett.com

PILO ARTS SALON
8412 3 Ave, Brooklyn (718) 748–7411  www.piloarts.com

SERVICES
JOSEPH LICHTER, D.D.S.
1420 Ave. P in Brooklyn, (718) 339-7878,
www.josephlichterdds.com

OMNI DENTAL CARE
313 Kings Hwy. in Brooklyn, (718) 376-8656
www.omnidentalcare.com

THE VEIN CENTER OF THE VASCULAR 
INSTITUTE OF NY
Dr. Natalie Marks
960 - 50 Street, Brooklyn, NY 11219  (718) 438-0067
www.vascularnyc.com

TRAVEL
JO-LYN TRAVEL AGENCY
7505-15th Avenue, Brooklyn, NY 11219
(718) 232-3139, jolyntravel@aol.com

WEDDING EXPOS
BOSCO’S WEDDING EXPO
www.cl.boscoweddings.com

BRIDAL AFFAIR
(718) 317–9701, www.bridalaff air.com

GREAT BRIDAL EXTRAVAGANZA
North Babylon, NY 11703, 631-667-EXPO (3976)
www.greatbridalextravaganza.com

TO BE INCLUDED IN THIS DIRECTORY CALL (718) 260–2500
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LEGAL NOTICE

LEGAL NOTICE

LEGAL NOTICE

To Place Your Ad
Call 718-260-4595LEGAL NOTICES

A Trusted Name In The Community For Over 50 Years

CHERICO REAL ESTATE

ONX, NY

EXPERIENCED
BILINGUAL OPTICIAN

Wanted in a Family Bronx OD Practice
Text or call AJ at 914-582-7729

OPTICIAN WANTED

S SSHOP OUR CLASSIFIED 
PAGES EVERY WEEK AND 

SAVE MONEY



BRONX TIMES REPORTER, AUGUST 11-17, 2017 59  BTR

TOP DRIVER DISTRACTIONS
ADVERTORIAL

Using mobile phones
Leading the list of the 

top distractions behind the 
wheel are mobile phones. 
Phones now do more than 
just place calls, and driv-
ers often cannot pull away 
from their phones, even 
when driving. According to 
the California Department 
of Motor Vehicles, studies 
have shown that driving 
performance is lowered 
and the level of distraction 
is higher for drivers who 
are heavily engaged in cell 

phone conversations. The 
use of a hands-free device 
does not lower distraction 
levels. The percentage of 
vehicle crashes and near-
crashes attributed to di-
aling is nearly identical 
to the number associated 
with talking or listening. 

Daydreaming
Many people will admit 

to daydreaming behind 
the wheel or looking at a 
person or object outside of 
the car  for too long. Per-

haps they’re checking out 
a house in a new neighbor-
hood or thought they saw 
someone they knew on the 
street corner. It can be easy 
to veer into the direction 
your eyes are focused, caus-
ing an accident. In addition 
to trying to stay focused on 
the road, some drivers pre-
fer the help of lane depar-
ture warning systems.

Eating
Those who haven’t quite 

mastered walking and 

chewing gum at the same 
time may want to avoid 
eating while driving. The 
majority of foods require a 
person’s hands to be taken 
off of the wheel and their 
eyes to be diverted from the 
road. Reaching in the back 
seat to share some French 
fries with the kids is also 
distracting. 

Try to eat meals before 
getting in the car. For 
those who must snack 
while en route, take a 
moment to pull over at 

a rest area and spend 10
minutes snacking there 
before resuming the
trip.

Reading
Glancing at an adver-

tisement, updating a Fa-
cebook status or reading
a book are all activities 
that should be avoided 
when driving. Even pour-
ing over a traffic map or 
consulting the digital 
display of a GPS system 
can be distracting.
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Tips for living with diabetes
Diabetes is a com-

mon health problem 
among older people. 

If you have diabe-
tes, you should work 
with your healthcare 
providers to keep 
your blood pressure, 
cholesterol and sugar 
levels under control. 
Here are some other 
things you can do to 
stay as healthy as you 
can be.  

Make a plan

Work with your 
healthcare providers 
to develop a diabetes 
treatment plan. Ask 
if there is a diabetes 
educator you can see 
who can teach you 
about the best way to 
eat and stay active. 
Medicare will cover a 
visit to a diabetes edu-
cator if you and your 
healthcare provider 
think that you need 
this. Your treatment 
plan should meet 
your needs and your 
wishes.

Eat smaller por-
tions

Eating more small 
meals over the course 
of the day can help 
keep your blood sugar 

levels steadier than 
eating three large 
meals.

Choose whole grain 
breads, cereals, and 
pasta

Whole grains have 
more fiber, and take 
longer to digest than 
white flour and other 
refined starches. 
Whole grains, such 
as whole wheat flour, 
brown rice, oats and 
barley, and they can 
help keep your blood 
sugar levels steadier.

Eat a wide variety 
of low-calorie pro-
duce

 Choose bright or 
deep-colored fruits 
and vegetables such 
as spinach, green or 
red lettuce, tomatoes, 
carrots, broccoli, 
squash or sweet pota-
toes. These foods are 
better choices than 
white potatoes or ice-
berg lettuce.

Avoid sugary 
drinks and foods

Drink water or un-
sweetened tea instead 
of soft drinks or other 
beverages high in nat-
ural or added sugar. 
Enjoy fresh fruits for 

dessert. Avoid pro-
cessed and prepared 
foods; they often con-
tain corn syrup, and 
are high in fat and 
salt.

Get moving 

Even small in-
creases in physical 
activity can help you 
control your blood 
sugar and blood pres-
sure. Talk to your 
doctor about how 
to get started if you 
haven’t been exercis-
ing for a while. If your 
doctor says it’s safe, 
start with at least 20 
minutes of exercise 
at least three times a 
week. 

Slim down

If you are over-
weight, losing even 5 
to 10 pounds can help 
make your diabetes 
easier to treat. You 
can do this by both 
eating well and exer-
cising regularly.

Brought to you by 
Montefiore Medical 
Group, R.A.I.N. and 
the Hartford Institute 
for Geriatric Nurs-
ing @ NYU, based on 
American Geriatric 
Society materials.

Transportation services 
provided for seniors

Do you need help get-
ting to and from your 
medical appointments?  
Transportation Services 
are available to seniors 
Monday through Friday, 
8 a.m. to 4 p.m., in com-
munity districts 9, 10, 11 

Bus ride to Sands Casino
On Tuesday, Au-

gust 22, the Pelham 
Bay Red Hat Divas 
will sponsor a bus 
ride to the Sands Ca-
sino, Bethlehem, Pa. 
(90 minute ride).

The Sands Casino 
has over 200 table 
games and a wide va-
riety of slots.  There 
are restaurants, food 

court and a buffet.  Just 
steps from the casino 
is an array of designer 
outlets including Coach, 
Van Heusen, Tommy 
Hilfi ger, Charming 
Charlie, Chico’s, Bass, 
Corning and much 
more.

Bus departs 8:30 a.m. 
at Ampere Avenue and 
Kennelworth Place; and 

8:45 a.m. at 985 Morris 
Park Avenue (Morris 
Park Library).

Get three points 
on your Sands card 
and you receive $15 
in food to take home 
or eat there.  Seating 
is according to date of 
payment. Call  Fran 
Arico at (718) 828-5073. 
All are welcome.

and 12.
  • Door to door ser-

vice for all medical ap-
pointments

• Courteous, profes-
sional drivers

• Clean vehicles
• Handicap accessi-

bility, including wheel-
chair lifts 

For further informa-
tion, call Mildred Car-
dona, program director 
of the R.A.I.N. Transpor-
tation Program at (718) 
882-8513.  

 by Healthy Seniors CliCC

A L CRAWFORD DIVISION                   
155 E MOSHOLU PKWY N APT 6H             
BRONX, NY 10467-3660

ALBERTA KITT                            
675 MORRIS AVE APT 2J                   
BRONX, NY 10451-4784

AMINATA THIAM                           
2534 VALENTINE AVENUE  APT D10               
BRONX, NY 10458     

ANDY C MEJIA                            
2327 ANDREWS AVE APT 46                 
BRONX, NY 10468-5960

BENJAMIN SOTO                           
963 CAULDWELL AVE. (PH)                 
BRONX, NY 10456     

BRUCE MELVIN                            
1892 MORRIS AVE APT 2V                  
BRONX, NY 10453-6008

CARL E SPOONER                          
5900 ARLINGTON AVENUE                   
BRONX, NY 10471-1302

CLARISSA PIERCE                         
P.O.BOX 333                             
BRONX, NY 10462-0333

DIAMOND MELVIN                          
1892 MORRIS AVE APT 2V                  
BRONX, NY 10453-6008

EDUVIGES FERNANDEZ                      
645 WESTCHESTER AVE APT 13B             
BRONX, NY 10455-1619

ELLA J GIBSON                           
353 EAST 141ST STREET 8B                  
BRONX, NY 10454-2201

EYE ON THE SPARROW HEALTHCARE 
SOLUTIONS 
1231 LAFAYETTE AVE                      
BRONX, NY 10474     

HARCOURT R RUSSELL                      
4440 WICKHAM AVE    APT 2B                    
BRONX, NY 10466     

JAMES STOVER                            
1180 VYSE AVENUE                        
BRONX, NY 10459-1965

JERROLDINE SIMMONS                      
1889 SEDGWICK AVE APT 8G                
BRONX, NY 10453-5013

JOSEPH GRIFFITH                         
662 EAST 231 STREET                     
BRONX, NY 10466-2902

KAYLA ROBERTS                           
815 GERARD AVE APT 6M                   
BRONX, NY 10451-2353

KAYLA S MCLEOD                          
831 GERARD AVE APT 4M                   
BRONX, NY 10451-2240

LUCY GRAY                               
757 EAST 169 STREET                     
BRONX, NY 10456-2664

MALIEKA MELVIN                          
1892 MORRIS AVE APT 2V                  
BRONX, NY 10453-6008

MARGARET ELLISON                        
6477 BROADWAY APT 403                   
BRONX, NY 10471-2745

MARION CLAIBORNE                        
3020 GRACE AVENUE                       
BRONX, NY 10469-3229

MCDONALD PUCKERING                      
1710 HOE AVE #3-B                       
BRONX, NY 10460-5315

NATHANIEL L EDGE                        
1465 HAMMERSLEY AVE                     
BRONX, NY 10469-3098

PHILIP J SMITH                          
PO BOX 586                              
BRONX, NY 10465-0618

ROBERT M JOHNSON                        
790 CONCOURSE VILLAGE WEST #14J         
BRONX, NY 10451-3804

RODNEY L STEVENSON                      
2528 CRUGER AVE APT 1F                  
BRONX, NY 10467-8260

ROSIE M SPAN                            
1945 LORING PL S APT 6E                 
BRONX, NY 10453-2940

ROYANER M. XABA                         
1725 PURDY STREET #5A                      
BRONX, NY 10462     

SAFIATOU THIAM                          
2537 VALENTINE AVE APT D10              
BRONX, NY 10458-4565

SALOME COURT #5 BEN FUND                
164 ST. ANNS AVENUE #13B                
BRONX, NY 10454-4711

SHAQUILLE R EVANS                       
700 E. 156TH STREET APT# 21 F           
BRONX, NY 10455     

SHAWNAE R CORBETT                       
2090 E TREMONT AVE APT 2C               
BRONX, NY 10462-5743

SYDNEY C MCLEOD                         
831 GERARD AVE APT 4M                   
BRONX, NY 10451-2240

SYLVIA MCMATH                           
1495 MORRIS AVE APT 2A                  
BRONX, NY 10457-8742

THESSALONIA BAPTIST CHURCH              
951 REV JAMES A POLITE AVE              
BRONX, NY 10459-3001

VERONA M HENRY                          
849 E.227TH ST                          
BRONX, NY 10466     

YOUSSOUF THIAM                          
2537 VALENTINE AVE APT D10              
BRONX, NY 10458-4565

YVETTE CORBETT                          
3538 WEBSTER AVE 2                      
BRONX, NY 10467     

NOTICE OF NAMES OF PERSONS APPEARING AS OWNERS OF CERTAIN 
UNCLAIMED PROPERTY HELD BY CARVER FEDERAL SAVINGS BANK
The following persons appear from our records to be entitled to unclaimed 
property consisting of cash amounts of fifty dollars or more.

A report of Unclaimed Property will be made to the Comptroller of the State of 
New York, pursuant to Article III of the Abandoned Property Law.  A list of the 
names contained in such notice is on file and open to public inspection at the 
office of the bank, located at 75 West 125th Street, New York, NY, 10027 where 
such abandoned property is payable.

Such abandoned property will be paid on or before October 31st next to persons 
establishing to its satisfaction their right to receive the same.

In the succeeding November and on or before the tenth day thereof, such 
unclaimed property will be paid to the Comptroller of the State of New York, and 
shall thereupon cease to be liable therefore. 
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“You get kids in at a young age, starts with the 
drive and the determination and the belief and 
we provide the platform for the work. Then it 
just kind of grows from there.”
ROB BAXTER . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 66

BY TROY MAURIELLO
A little rain was not going to stop 

Rasheem Jenkins.
The former Wings Academy 

guard, who went on to play college 
ball at Florida A&M before a pro-
fessional career overseas, hosted 
the fi fth annual Grenada Black Top 
Classic in the Bronx on August 6.

The event featured competitive 
games, basketball clinics, guest 
speakers, arts and crafts and gear 
giveaways for the area’s youth, all 
with the goal of keeping kids off the 
streets and on the court, in the class-

room or in pursuit of any future 
professional goals they may have. 
And despite some morning rain on 
August 5 that turned things from a 
weekend-long event to a one-day af-
fair, both the event and Jenkins’ im-
pact on the community were clearly 
present.

“I’ve been doing it for fi ve years, 
every year has been a success story 
so it’s getting bigger and bigger. Kids 
love it, they’ve been asking about it 
for so long,” Jenkins said.

The event, Jenkins said, has only 
grown in size since its inception fi ve 

years ago, so much so that Jenkins 
noted he’s had to fi nd increasingly 
larger venues to hold the scheduled 
activities.

However, it’s not the sheer size, or 
the guest speakers, or the praise that 
he receives that would cause Jenkins 
to label his Grenada event a success. 
It’s the values and messages that are 
given out to kids, and the hopeful im-
pact that those messages have on the 
community.

“From where I’m coming from, 
where I’ve been at, sports have 
helped a lot of kids. Because they 

don’t have anything to do and they 
turn to crime,” he said. “When this 
event is going on, crime is at an all-
time low, so I feel like it’s been a suc-
cess story.”

From a young age, Jenkins noted 
that he has been interested in giving 
back to his local community. Grow-
ing up in a single-parent household, 
he can relate to the feelings and pres-
sures facing some of the Bronx youth 
nowadays.

“Since I’ve been a youth I’ve al-
ways wanted to give back, start my 

HOMETOWN HOOPS HERO:HOMETOWN HOOPS HERO:
BRONX STANDOUT HELPING AREA KIDSBRONX STANDOUT HELPING AREA KIDS

Dozens of local kids turned out for the fi fth annual Grenada Black Top Classic in the Bronx on Aug. 6, organized by former Wings Academy star Rasheem Jenkins. 
 Rasheem Jenkins

Continued on Page 66
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own organization or charity 
fund, and help as many kids 
as possible get off the streets, 
get an education and try to 
be better,” he said. “I love to 
be that role model, because 
I came from a single-parent 
home with no dad, so it’s 
tough.”

Jenkins, however, avoided 
all of the pitfalls that came 
along with his hometown to 
become a success story, and 
he knows he can use that as 
an opportunity to inspire 
others. Along with this an-
nual event, he coaches a lo-
cal youth basketball team 
and does everything that he 
can to give kids in the area 
their best chance to succeed.

“I’ve been to school, you 
can do it too. When you go 
to college and come back, 
kids look up to you as that 
resource, so I feel like, here’s 
an opportunity for me, they 
can’t travel anywhere their 
parents can’t pay for any-
thing, let’s give them that ex-
posure to feel like they have 
a chance,” he said.

Jenkins noted that he 
wouldn’t be where he was to-
day if not for his collegiate 
experience at both Florida 

A&M and Panola Junior Col-
lege in Texas. The connec-
tions that he made away at 
college would have nearly 

impossible to make had he 
stayed at home throughout 
those years, he said. But 
above all, going to college 

and playing overseas gave 
Jenkins experience as to 
how the real world works, in-
sight that he still takes with 
himself to this day.

“Nothing was given to me, 
everything I had to do I had 
to work for, I had to get up at 
four in the morning for work-
outs, I had to go to class,” he 
said. “In the real world, you 
might be tired, you might be 
dealing with adversity, but 
you still gotta go to work to 
feed your family.”

Jenkins simply wants as 
many youth of the area to fol-
low in his footsteps and not 
fall victims to gangs, drugs 
or crime. The main advice 
that he gave to achieve that 
goal was to get kids inter-
ested in various things from 
a young age, to keep the neg-
ative people and things out.

“You try to eliminate all 
that gang stuff early. Put 
them into sports, get them 
into doing things early so 
they don’t get bored and so 
the negative people in the 
world won’t get them to join 
that stuff,” he said.

from Page 65

Hometown hoops hero: Bronx standout helping area kids

Rasheem Jenkins (right) and supporters of the Grenada Black Top Classic gathered on Aug. 6 to help raise 
awareness and provide a safe space for area youth. Rasheem Jenkins

BY LAURA AMATO
Rob Baxter couldn’t quite 

shake the city. 
The former Fordham Uni-

versity men’s basketball star 
has walked a long and winding 
road – one that’s taken him all 
over New York state and back 
again, but, in the end, Baxter 
found his passion where he 
least expected it. He’s spent 
over a decade helping some of 
the area’s top high-school tal-
ent fi ne-tune their athletic ap-
proach with his company, BX 
Player Development Group, 
but the journey to success 
hasn’t been a straight shot. 

“I took a very big risk...
but it was something that I 
believed in,” Baxter said. “I 
knew that I had the tools and 
the experience to be success-
ful with it. I just had a vision of 
what it could become one day 
if we did things the right way.”
Baxter’s story began in the 
early 90s when he fi rst ar-
rived at Fordham. A native 
of Binghamton, Baxter is 
the fi rst to admit he was a bit 
shell-shocked by the city and 
a brand-new life in the Bronx, 
but it didn’t take long for him 
to fi nd his footing. He played 
four seasons for the Rams 
from 1992-96, averaging 6.1 
points and 3.5 assists over the 

course of his career. 
Baxter had his sights set 

on a college coaching gig af-
ter graduation and the dream 
took him to Cornell Univer-
sity in Ithaca. But he couldn’t 
bring himself to stay away 
from the city for too long. He 
got his masters at Mercy Col-
lege and, eventually, returned 
to Binghamton to take a job as 
a school counselor. 

Still, something didn’t feel 
quite right and, ultimately, 
Baxter knew he had to make a 
change. He’d been working on 
building his training business 
and, in 2004, incorporated BX 
Player Development, walking 
away from teaching and re-
turning to the city he’d missed 
so much. 

“When I was doing the 
counseling, you know, I had 
the education for it and I en-
joyed it. But it really wasn’t...I 
didn’t feel it was my calling,” 
Baxter said. “It’s defi nitely 
been a long road to get to this 
point.”

Since that, admittedly, ter-
rifying decision, Baxter has 
only seen his company, and his 
attachment to the city, grow. 
Although he fi rst focused 
solely on basketball training, 
Baxter’s now expanded BX to 
help athletes from a handful 

of sports improve and he fi nds 
he’s happier than ever watch-
ing soon-to-be-stars succeed. 

“I think that’s the big 
thing,” Baxter said. “We’ve 
kind of built that brand and 
that label, so athletes who 
come to BX are going to un-
derstand the type of work 
and commitment, dedication 
that’s required.”

Baxter has spent the bet-
ter part of the last ten years 
building his company, but he 
still has strong ties to Ford-
ham. In fact, the Rams’ ath-
letic success is now a bit of a 
family business. Baxter’s sis-
ter, Bridget Orchard, is the 
head softball coach at Ford-
ham, leading the team to fi ve 
straight A-10 championships. 

“She used to come watch 
me play and she had a little 
feel of it,” Baxter said. “I grad-
uated and a couple of years 
later, the job becomes avail-
able. She goes for it and gets it 
and within two years she’s got 
them climbing up the ladder. 
It’s amazing.”

Now, Baxter is determined 
to continue growing his brand 
and, most importantly, help-
ing future stars reach their 
goals – just like he’s reached 
his. It hasn’t been easy, but he 
wouldn’t change a single mo-

ment of it, simply thankful 
that he’s been able to do it all 
in a place he’s always consid-
ered home.

“The process is great,” 
Baxter said.  “You get kids 

in at a young age, starts with 
the drive and the determina-
tion and the belief and we pro-
vide the platform for the work. 
Then it just kind of grows from 
there.”

Former Fordham standout helping next generation

Former Fordham star Rob Baxter has built a life on helping other athletes 
achieve their college goals with BX Player Development. CNG/Laura Amato
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Detox center rally held; 2800 Bruckner owner may change plans
From page 1

A meeting at the Crosstown Diner on Tuesday, August 3 was ‘standing- room only.’ Photo by Aracelis Batista

Baychester Square retail development killed by Mayor de Blasio
From page 1

Plans for Baychester Square, a large outdoor shopping center, have been pulled by the mayor’s offi ce due to a lack of City Council support.
 Grid Properties

Greenwald could not be reached for 
comment before press time. 

Community Board 12 had voted 
overwhelmingly in favor of the proj-
ect in March, and Borough President 
Ruben Diaz Jr. had also thrown his 
support behind the project on the 
condition that a deed restriction be 
created to keep the project from be-
ing developed as an outlet mall.

CB 12 district manager George Tor-
res confi rmed the news, and said he 
had been notifi ed of the latest develop-
ment by the NYC Economic Develop-
ment Corporation. 

Board chairman William Hall 
called the property an eyesore and a 
source of community complaints, and 
called the lack of imminent change at 
the site dissapointing.

“We hope that today’s develop-
ments are a minor setback,” Hall said. 
“Community Board 12 voted in sup-
port of this project for all of the ben-
efi ts this developmennt will bring to 
the community. It is our hope that ad-
ministration and city council will re-
visit this issue and work towards an 

amicable solution. This community 
and the Bronx overall need more re-
tail options in addition to the senior 
housing that was going to be cre-
ated.”

The proposed project had received 
consistent criticism from Prestige 
Properties, which owns the Bay Plaza 
and adjacent indoor mall, The Mall at 
Bay Plaza. 

The company argued building a 
second large shopping center right 
across the highway would hurt its 
businesses and result in a loss of 
jobs.    

grew up in the community, and asked if 
he would want a detox facility or some-
thing similar next to his home. 

Jaen expressed a similar sentiment 
concerning D’Alessio apparent sale of 
the property. 

The website for Fernandes’ com-
pany, Steward Redevelopment, indi-
cates that he provides housing at other 
locations, promises landlords a 250% 
to 500% premium on a building’s rent 
roll if they partner with him, and solic-
its investments for as low as $10,000. 

“I will tell you as far as elected of-
fi cials on the state level, anything he 
proposes that requires any kind of 
state funding is something he is not go-
ing to get,” said Senator Jeff Klein at 
the rally outside of the building. 

Councilman  James Vacca said that 
mattresses and furniture moved into 
the parking area, which made the com-
munity suspicious, needed to be re-
moved. 

 Assemblyman Michael Benedetto 

said at the outdoors gathering that it 
was diffi cult to get at the facts, but that 
it was clear that the city and state knew 
nothing about proposed plans for so-
cial services at the location. 

“We are all united in this, the entire 
elected offi cial delegation,” said Bene-
detto, who said the elected offi cials 
would not let the community down, 
and urged against the spreading of ru-
mors.  

Assemblyman Mark Gjonaj, who 
represents a neighboring assembly dis-
trict, led the community in a chant of 
“no clinic, no shelters, no rehab,” out-
side of the building. 

The current tenants of the build-
ing are concerned about their own fu-
tures.

Herbert Corzantes, who operates 
a printing company at the building, 
said that relocating the business would 
cause hardship. 

“It is already causing a lot of harm 
for our business,” said Corzantes. “Our 
clients have to be put aside; we told 

them we have a situation that we have 
to deal with (and) some expect answers 
right away.” 

The printer said that his company 
will continue  paying its rent and stay 
in the building. 

A nearby homeowner said that 
whatever use the owner has in mind 
(that is different from its current use), 
would not receive her support. 

“This is a residential neighbor-
hood,” said Maria Masella. “After 50 
years, I want my piece of mind.” 

A meeting between Gjonaj, Klein, 
Benedetto, and Vacca with Hamzah 
Alameen, a man with a Facebook post 
recruiting a workforce for “inpatient 
detox,” at 2800 Bruckner Boulevard, 
that had been scheduled for Friday, Au-
gust 4, was cancelled. 

Vacca informed constituents over 
the past weekend, in a Facebook video, 
that he would not meet any of the build-
ing’s new management team without 
the community being present  

However, in an about-face, on Mon-

day, August 8, Vacca met Fernandes se-
cretly, along with two tenants from the 
building, but failed to inform the com-
munity of the meeting. 

Vacca claims Fernandes allegedly 
assured him that there will be no hous-
ing and that he needed more details 
about his plans for a “wellness center.”

Fernandes also told Vacca that he 
was halting evictions, but may have to 
relocate tenants to create larger blocks 
of space.

But on Wednesday Fernandes 
started evicting tenants again, Vacca 
learned.

The new landlord told Vacca that 
D’Alessio has been using the property 
improperly since 2008, when it opened. 

The building was built as a commu-
nity facility and can only be leased for 
healthcare, educational and govern-
mental, as well as other limited uses, 
he claims.

The evictions Fernandes is pursu-
ing are to fulfi ll the building’s occu-
pancy requirements, so it seems.
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BACK-TO-SCHOOL CHECKLIST
BACKPACK
PENCILS
NOTEBOOKS
HAIRCUT

CHECK-UP AT

Schedule your child’s Back-to-School physical & immunizations between August 2nd 
and September 1st and get a FREE BACKPACK at UCHC while supplies last!

Kindergarten • Elementary • Middle School • High School
Accepting New Patients – Open Evenings

Locations:
260 East 188th Street
2021 Grand Concourse

470 Fordham Road, Fordham Plaza
2016 Bronxdale Avenue, Suite 301

For more information or to make an appointment, please call:
718.220.2020

Most Insurance Plans Accepted
(Medicaid/Commercial/Medicare/Union/VA)

www.uchcbronx.org


