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Westchester Square reels over vagrants
Casino Royalty
The Bronx’s own Richard Lohmann was the lucky winner of this 
year’s Porsche Boxster Luxury Car Giveaway promotion on Mon-
day, July 24 at Empire City Casino. Lohmann chose to accept the 
cash option of $60,000 in place of the vehicle.
              Photo courtesy Empire City Casino

BY BOB GUILIANO
While Bronxites prepared 

to take a ‘bite out of crime’ 
at the annual August 1 Night 
Out Against Crime, one crook 
turned that around and took 
a bite out of a local merchant 
who tried to interrupt his 
thievery.

A.M.A.F. Fashion business 
owner Abdul Sol felt more 
than an impact to his quality 
of life on the morning of Sun-
day, July 9, when a shoplifter 
tried to leave his store with 
a bag of clothing and Sol suf-
fered a severe bite on his left 
forearm and a dislocated right 
shoulder during a confronta-

tion with the man.
At his 25 Westchester 

Square store, Sol recalled how 
the shoplifter had on previous 
occasions been a paying cus-
tomer. 

“He spent money here, 
it’s not like I never saw him 
before,” Sol said. “He came 
around two or three months 
ago and bought a pair of 
shoes.”

But the Sunday of the as-
sault, the suspect asked for a 
shopping bag, grabbed stuff, 
and tried to leave, according 
to Sol. 

“I told him, ‘No, you can’t 
take my stuff.’”

A fi ght ensued and Sol said 
he “went to the ground with 
him. I hurt my shoulder. He 
took a big bite in my arm. I was 
at the hospital until 6 o’clock. I 
still have pain in my shoulder. 
I still can’t lift my left arm.”

Sol said he had seen the 
shoplifter associate with pa-
tients from the Bronx Psychi-
atric Center, so he fi gured he 
was a client.

As Bronx Psychiatric Cen-
ter, on Waters Place, contin-
ues to release its patients on 
the street during the day, they 
interact with homeless people 

BY PATRICK ROCCHIO
A sense of concern and out-

rage is brewing in Throggs 
Neck about a possible conver-
sion of an offi ce building into 
an unwanted use. 

Commercial tenants at 
2800 Bruckner Boulevard re-
ceived letters to vacate the 
property, and community 
leaders have formed a coali-
tion to fi ght a possible alcohol 
and drug rehab program. 

Complaints have been 
fi led with the city about beds 
being moved into the build-
ing or illegally converting it 
into a residential building, 
with some folks planning to 
take legal action against the 
landlord because they have 
leases, according to multiple 
sources. 

Homeowners and renters 
are also circulating petitions 
to protest what appears to be 

“a substance-abuse rehabili-
tation program recruiting 
staff” to work in the building 
and lack of community no-
tice or engagement on what 
may be sited at 2800 Bruckner 
Boulevard. 

 “The community is defi -
nitely mobilized,” said Steven 
Kaufman, an attorney who 
is leading the Throggs Neck 
Strong coalition looking into 
the matter, adding “I believe 
with mobilization, we might 
be able to stop what they want 
to do.” 

Tenants in the building 
say they got letters over the 
last two weeks telling them 
to vacate the building by 
September, said Bobby Jaen, 
Throggs Neck Merchants As-
sociation president and coali-
tion member. 

So far, at least 20 com-
plaints have been logged with 

the NYC Department of Build-
ings, including those concern-
ing “commercial space that is 
being turned into residential 
space” and those saying ten-
ants see “beds, dressers, mir-
rors and chairs,” being moved 
in.

As of press time, a meeting 
of the Throggs Neck Strong 
coalition has been planned 
for the Crosstown Diner on 
Thursday, August 3, with Jaen 
expecting around 125 people, 
following a lot of community 
organizing and petitioning 
that led to a forceful showing 
at an earlier impromptu meet-
ing on Friday, July 28. 

Anthony Mameli, Charles 
Ruttenberg Realty’s Bronx 
commercial real estate man-
ager, said the company was 
planning a grand opening for 
its new offi ce at the building 
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Visit Our NEW Web-Site: www.reliablebronxdentist.com
Go To Our Blog To See Our Weekly Specials! 

Vist Our New Web-ite: www.reliablebronxdentist.com
For More Information Visit Us At 

www.bronxdentistny.com

(718) 547-5280
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At Bronx Plastic Surgery, Dr. Robert Goldstein and Dr. Heather Erhard
are committed to enhancing and restoring your natural beauty with the latest
surgical advancements and plastic surgery techniques. At Bronx Plastic Surgery,
we also provide the latest options and techniques in reconstructive surgery.

Schedule your appointment today ... and experience the youthful,
life changing effects of cosmetic surgery!

A POSITIVE EXPERIENCE
We have built a foundation of trust with our patients by treating them as special individuals. Our practice 
puts patients first, providing a positive experience through personalized care to make each consultation 
and procedure as pleasant and comfortable as possible. Read more about our patients positive experiences.

HIGH STANDARDS
Through comprehensive treatment planning and a standard ofv excellence in personalized patient care, Bronx 
Plastic Surgery provides patients with the quality plastic surgery and cosmetic procedures they deserve.

EDUCATION & EXPERIENCE
Dr. Goldstein and Dr. Erhard strive to stay current on the latest standards and surgical techniques as they 
believe that the best plastic surgery procedure outcomes are a result of education and experience. We 
know that you have placed a great deal of confidence in us to provide a positive surgical experience and 
the outcome you desire, which is why we review your medical history, current health, and expectation and 
motivation for electing any cosmetic procedure before we will agree to perform a procedure.

We are Board Certified Plastic Surgeons this is our area of specialty.  
We our devoted to the education and practice of Plastic Surgery and Reconstructive Surgery.

drgoldstein@bronxplasticsurgery.com | drerhard@bronxplasticsurgery.com | Financing Available 

2425 Eastchester Road
Bronx, NY  10469

Phone: 718-405-7500
www.bronxplasticsurgery.com

BREAST
AUGMENTATION
Including Implants,
Facility Fee and Anesthesia.

$6,800

Botox $11/unit, 2 
syringes of VOLUMA, 
and one area of Botox

TUCK
Including Facility Fee 
and Anesthesia.

$7,000 $1,600
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VISIT PCRICHARD.COM FOR A STORE NEAREST YOU

LOOK FOR OUR CIRCULAR
IN TODAY’S PAPER!

Volunteer. Be a Big Apple Greeter
As a Big Apple Greeter, I get to show visitors where I grew up in the 
Bronx - up by Fordham Road – and places I love – like around Yankee 
Stadium and Arthur Avenue, the real “Little Italy” with great 
restaurants.

My visitors get a true view of New York. I get to hang out with terrific 
people and show off my city. Best of all, it’s free!

Support Big Apple Greeter
Go to www.bigapplegreeter.org #TrueBigApple

Mathew Dallas
Big Apple Greeter

Bronx

SHOW 
THE WORLD

NEW YORK’S 

TRUE 
CHARACTER

Peadar and Eileen Tierney at their restaurant’s closing night. Photo by Silvio Pacifi co

The Clipper’s lettering comes down. 
 Photo courtesy of Throggs Neck Clipper

BY PATRICK ROCCHIO
The Throggs Neck Clipper set sail on 

its fi nal voyage, with patrons wishing 
the popular watering hole ‘bon voyage.’

The Clipper, which opened on April 
16, 1997 closed after holding a fi nal fare-
well party at the bar and restaurant on 
Saturday, July 29. 

Eileen and Peadar Tierney had 
a long run of success at the Throggs 
Neck Clipper, a quintessential family-
run business that was a fi xture at East 
Tremont Avenue and Sullivan Place for 
two decades. 

Eileen and Peadar, along with their 
three children, wait staff that had been 
with them for their 20-year voyage and 
loyal patrons celebrated that success on 

Tears and memories as TN Clipper sets sail
the 29th. 

“My father came over from Ireland 
and got to pull the fi rst pint, and now 
my three children are going to pull the 
last and put her into dry dock,” said Ei-
leen Tierney. 

Tierney said that both patrons and 
people who worked there over the years 
came by in the weeks leading up to the 
closing to visit. 

The restaurant sought to differen-
tiate itself from other ‘decidedly Irish’ 
places along East Tremont Avenue by 
using a nautical theme, said Tierney, 
who explained that the Clipper served 
up traditional Irish fare along with its 
signature steak and American dishes. 

“We could do Irish, American, sea-
food, and a pint of Guinness was always 
available,” she said.  

The Tierney family was from 
Throggs Neck, moving to the commu-
nity in 1989 and purchasing a home 
here, she said. 

They emigrated from Ireland in the 
1980s. 

“It was a great community to raise 
children,” said Tierney, adding that 
they supported school and community 
events and that “people who we sup-
ported always came back and supported 
us.” 

Both Eileen and Peadar worked in 
the restaurant business, at Fiddler’s 
Elbow and Casey’s respectively, before 

opening the Clipper. 
The doors of the Clipper were open 

every single day, through all kinds of 
storms natural and manmade includ-
ing Hurricane Sandy, the events of 
9/11, and everything in between. 

Tierney said that for her and her 
husband, the Clipper was a touchstone 
in their lives. 

Many staff members stayed on for 
10 or 15 years, including bartender 
Sally Fardella and waitress Kathleen 
McElroy who were both there for 20 
years, and Kevin King, another bar-
tender, who was there 19. 

Fardella said that she had made a 
lot of life-long friends at the Clipper, 
and that she hopes rumors that the 
space may become another restaurant 

are true.
The Clipper’s closing came on the 

heels of a dispute between the owners 
and their landlord that wound up in 
court, as previously reported.  

Fardella said that the Tierney had 
been very good to her and that she con-
siders themselves akin to family. 

McElroy said she had opened the 
restaurant on the fi rst day and would 
close it on the last. 

“I had 20 great years, we met so 
many wonderful people, said McEl-
roy.  

She added: “I want to say thank you 
to the loyal customers who came to the 
Clipper over the years, and who sup-
ported me; I love them all and I will 
miss them.” 
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BY PATRICK ROCCHIO
Kingsbridge community 

and CB 8 members contend 
that a developer misled them 
about a new building that’s go-
ing to be opened as a homeless 
shelter.

Charles Moerdler, CB 8 
Land Use Committee chair-
man, said the board is fi nal-
izing work on a letter to the 
NYC Department of Investi-
gation requesting the agency 
look into whether developer 
Stagg Group misled the board 
when requesting the board’s 
approval of 421-a tax abate-
ments on a Broadway build-
ing in January. 

The building at 5731 Broad-
way was being marketed as 
moderate-income housing, 
but Stagg Group changed 
its plans after receiving the 
abatements. 

When news broke recently 
that the brand new seven-
story building was going to 
become a homeless shelter, 
it prompted outrage among 
community and elected offi -
cials in Kingsbridge. 

The approximately 90-unit 
homeless shelter will be run 
by Praxis. 

“I asked Stagg whether 

they were going to turn any of 
these (apartments) into home-
less shelters after they get tax 
relief, and they said ‘no, its 
never going to happen,’ “said 
Moerdler, adding “The board 
unanimously voted (at a re-
cent hearing) to refer the mat-
ter to the Department of In-
vestigation.” 

Since the community board 
is a city agency, DOI could de-
termine whether or not they 
were misled, he said, adding 
that the board approved the 
abatements. 

Mark Stagg of the Stagg 
Group said he changed direc-
tion with the project six or 
seven weeks ago. 

“I really quite honestly 
think it is a real stretch and it 
is preposterous that as a pri-
vate developer that we can-
not change direction to meet 
a certain need, said Stagg of a 
possible DOI probe. 

According to Stagg, he had 
intended to develop market-
rate housing at 5731 Broad-
way but plans changed with 
the de Blasio administration’s 
efforts to house homeless fam-
ilies. 

“Based on the mayor’s 
agenda, based on the timing, 

and based on what commu-
nities across New York City 
should do, I felt this was the 
right thing to do,” said Stagg, 
who added that all commu-
nity boards should take part 

in housing the homeless. 
Stagg said that in terms of 

profi t, the difference between 
housing the homeless and 
building market-rate housing 
is not that substantial, though 

he didn’t provide specifi cs. 
He called himself a devel-

oper with a conscious.
Dinowitz said that the 

Stagg Group is not a charity. 
“Stagg Group has a long 

history of playing fast and 
loose with informing the com-
munity about how their devel-
opments will be used,” said 
Dinowitz.  “Praxis said they 
were approached by Stagg 
Group in April of this year, 
and that is ample time to let 
the community know that 
there is a potential change in 
plans for the space.”

The assemblyman said CB 
8 has taken an appropriate 
action with the DOI referral, 
and believes that in the future 
it will be diffi cult for commu-
nity boards to take Stagg at its 
word.  

“Stagg Group told Commu-
nity Board 8 that this would 
be market-rate housing,” said 
Dinowitz.  “Either they lied 
from the beginning, or they 
changed their mind and sub-
sequently lied by omission.”

Councilman Andrew Co-
hen concurred and said “it’s 
indisputable that Community 
Board 8 and the community 
were misled.” 

Your path to success starts at NYSCAS. Choose from more than 45 associate’s 
and bachelor’s degree programs at seven convenient locations throughout the metro area.

Think college, think NYSCAS. A division of Touro College.

Apply

Now!
NYSCAS

 Touro is an equal opportunity institution. For Touro’s complete Non-Discrimination Statement, please visit www.touro.edu.

I chose
NYSCAS

A  D I V I S I O N  O F  T O U R O  C O L L E G E

212.463.0400 x5500 | nyscas.touro.edu

←

CHOOSE FROM CAREER-FOCUSED MAJORS INCLUDING:

Biology • Business Management and Administration • Criminal Justice
Digital Multimedia Design • Education • Human Services • Information Technology • Liberal Arts and

Sciences • Paralegal Studies • Pre-dental • Pre-law • Pre-med • Psychology

@nyscas

Nadine S.

B.S. | NYSCAS ’18

Future Market Research 

Analyst

“Stagg Group is not a charity,” – Assemblyman Jeff Dinowitz regarding 
a planned homeless shelter built by Stagg Group on Broadway in Kings-
bridge

CB 8 to DOI: Stagg Group misled us to get tax break 
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6363 0110 1234 1 234 123Use for Eligible OTC Items

*You must continue to pay your Medicare Part B premium, if not otherwise paid for under Medicaid or by another third 
party. Plans are insured through UnitedHealthcare Insurance Company or one of its affiliated companies, a Medicare 
Advantage organization with a Medicare contract and a contract with the State Medicaid Program. Enrollment in the 
plan depends on the plan’s contract renewal with Medicare. This plan is available to anyone who has both Medical 
Assistance from the State and Medicare. This information is not a complete description of benefits. Contact the plan 
for more information. Limitations, co-payments, and restrictions may apply. Benefits, premiums and/or co-payments/ 
co-insurance may change on January 1 of each year. Premiums, co-pays, co-insurance, and deductibles may vary 
based on the level of Extra Help you receive.  Please contact the plan for further details
H3387_160706_161216 Accepted 

When you enroll into our UnitedHealthcare Dual Complete (HMO SNP) plan, you can enjoy benefits like:

Combine your doctor, hospital and 
prescription drug coverage into one plan  
for a $0 plan premium.*

Gym Membership: Fitness at  
no additional cost to you.

Health Products: Up to $1296 in credits 
annually to buy things you may need.

Dental Coverage: $2500 toward 
comprehensive services.

Up to 12 visits per year to in-network 
Acupuncturists, $5 copayment per visit.

Transportation Assistance: Up to  
48 one-way rides every year.

We can help you to save Medicare Part B premium if you are qualified for Medicare Savings Program (MSP).  
Other social services programs are available.

j b fit lik

IS PUT ON YOUR  
DEBIT CARD EACH

MONTH

$108
CREDIT Get all the benefits you deserve.

If you have both Medicaid and Medicare Parts A and B, you  
could GET MORE BENEFITS than Original Medicare and Medicaid. 

Call Elizabeth Tejada at  

1-917-246-2888.

CST15186F
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NICKS DRUGS

“In my twenty years 
as a pharmacist, I’m 

happy to work for 

they take care of their 
customers.”

Natu “Nick” Gevaria, BS 
Rph Pharmacist

FREE
DELIVERY

PH: 347-590-1030
We Now Accept WIC

around
townby Patrick Rocchio

The Bronx Times Reporter 
will publish your announce-
ments. Send announcements 
along with photo to: Bronx 
Times Reporter, 3604 E. Trem-
ont Avenue, Bronx NY 10465 
or e-mail Bronxtimes@aol.
com. Please include a phone 
number or a way to contact 
you in case of questions. 

Hello readers and wel-
come to another edition of 
Around Town. 

Birth Announcement 

Baby Matteo John Di 

Pierro was born at Lawrence 
Hospital on Saturday, April 
8 to proud parents Melissa 

and Michael Di Pierro.
The baby was eight 

pounds, 12 ounces. 
Family were there to wel-

come Matteo John: Auntie’s 
Amanda Doran and Caro-
lyn Doran were also present 
for the birth, giving moral 
support to the mommy and 

daddy. Brother Michael, sis-
ter Rebecca and cousin Ales-
sandra along with MiMa 
Carel Doran, PopPop Stan 
were waiting with open arms 
for the arrival of Matteo. Ev-
eryone was so very anxious 
to see the new addition to the 
family.

Friends and family all 
came to welcome Matteo and 
congratulate Melissa and Mi-
chael with a lifetime of happi-
ness and love.

Star Hurdler 

Congratulations to 
15-year-old Adia Palmer of 
Metropolis. 

On Saturday, July 15, she 
came in fi rst place at the Am-
ateur Athletic Union’s Na-
tional Club Championship’s 
15- to 16-year old girl’s 400 
meter hurdles with a time of 
1:02.9. 

The championship was 
held on Orlando, FL. 

Adia Palmer
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CAR FOUND IN WATER AT HARDING PARK 

EARLY MORNING FIRE ON NOBLE AVENUE

TWO-CAR CRASH IN PELHAM BAY

Police from the 43rd Precinct received a call of an abandoned car in the water at 
Harding Park and Underhill Avenue on Sunday, July 23 at around 3:15 p.m. Accord-
ing to a NYPD spokesman, the 1998 Honda Civic was vouchered by Rotation Tow on 
Sunday, July 23. Police added the unoccupied car had no license plates, was not re-
ported stolen and was not running when police arrived. The vehicle is being treated 
as abandoned property.                            Photo by Edwin Soto

Firefi ghters responded to a fi re at 1413 Noble Avenue on Monday, July 24 at around 
11:15 a.m. No injuries were reported following the incident and the cause remains 
under investigation.             Photo by Edwin Soto

40 Precinct
Thursday, June 21 at 5:00 p.m.  --  Po-

lice got a report of a burglary. A 23-year-old 
man with a dark complexion and a tattoo of 
a Superman symbol on his torso obtained the 
keys of a 25-year-old woman and entered her 
apartment near 3rd Avenue and East 143rd 
Street. Once inside, the man took a variety of 
electronics and a wallet with a debit card, I.D. 
and approximately $600 cash. 

43 Precinct
Tuesday, June 27 at 10:15 a.m.  -- A 

34-year-old man was the victim of an as-
sault and robbery as he was walking on the 
sidewalk near 1315 Castle Hill Avenue. While 
on his way to work, he encountered a black 
woman in her 20s and a black man who is 
between 18-year-old and 20-years-old. He 
was punched in the face by the man several 
times. He was knocked to the ground. The 
man took the victim’s wallet from his pants 
and fled the location with the woman in a 
white car. The victim had visible injuries but 

he refused medical care at the scene. 

45 Precinct
Monday, July 17 at 4:34 a.m. -- A man 

wearing a hat, short sleeved shirt and jeans 
threw a brick through the window of a parked, 
unoccupied and unmarked car belonging to 
the NYC Department of Environmental Pro-
tection. He then fled on Westchester Avenue. 
The incident has been classified as criminal 
mischief. 

47 Precinct
Tuesday, July 25 at 6:43 p.m. --  Cops 

responded to a call about a man stabbed near 
Eastchester Place and Hollers Avenue. When 
they got to the scene, they found a 25 year-
old man who had been stabbed in the torso. 
They were able to determine that the victim 
had been involved in  a dispute with a group 
of individuals. EMS took him to Jacobi Hos-
pital, where he was pronounced dead. The 
incident has been labeled a homicide. 

Four people miraculously survived a destructive two-car crash last week in Pel-
ham Bay. According to police, on Sunday, July 29 just before 6 a.m., Ricky Biqiri, 
the 26-year-old driver of a gray 2017 Chevy Malibu, was alledgedly speeding up 
Westchester Avenue while under the infl uence of alcohol.  Biqiri lost control, smash-
ing into several pillars and collided with a silver 2015 Buick Encalve speeding east 
on Westchester Avenue near Sands Place. Medics rushed Biqiri and the Enclave’s 
three occupants to Jacobi Medical Center with non-life threatening injuries. Biqiri 
was charged with driving while intoxicated and operating a motor vehicle with a 
blood alcohol level over 0.08  Photo by Edwin Soto
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OVER 100 STORES & RESTAURANTS

200 Baychester Ave, Bronx, NY 10475, Exit 11, Off I-95 MallatBayPlaza.com

MTA BUSES SERVING THE MALL AT BAY PLAZA: BX5, BX12, BX23, BX26, BX28, BX29, BX30, BX38, BXM7, Q50

SUBWAY #5, 6 SUBWAY TO BUS STATION

#2017inStyle #BrandsYouLove

MAKING STRIDES 
AGAINST 

BREAST CANCER

Please Visit MakingStridesWalk.org/Bronx for 
more information or to sign up your team today!

Kick-Off Expo
Tuesday, August 15th at 8:00 AM
At The Mall at Bay Plaza – 3rd level

FEATURING THE 
H O T T E S T 

BACK TO SCHOOL 
LOOKS!



BRONX TIMES REPORTER, AUGUST 4-10, 201712    BTR

Display Advertising Rates & Deadlines: A copy 
of The Bronx Times Reporter Advertising Rates 
is available on request. Display deadline is the 
Friday prior to publication. Camera ready copy 
deadline is the Monday preceding publication.
Classifi ed Deadlines: To place a Classifi ed Ad call 
(718) 260-2555 or email classifi ed@cnglocal.com. 
Deadline: 3 p.m. Tuesday prior to publication.
Legal Notice Deadlines: For Legal Advertis-
ing call (718) 260-3977 or email dwilson@
cnglocal.com. Deadline: 12 p.m. Monday prior 
to publication.
Letters To The Editor: Readers are encouraged 
to send us their viewpoints. Name and address 
must be included, but will be withheld upon 
request. Letters should be as brief as possible, 
not exceeding 200 words.
News Items: Readers are welcome to suggest 
news items of interest. Call the Editorial Depart-
ment at (718) 742-3393 or e-mail to bronx times@
cnglocal.com.
Around Town: Announcements of birthdays, 
weddings, anniversaries, etc. will gladly be 
published. All announcements must be mailed 
to the Bronx Times Reporter 3604 East Tremont 
Avenue, Bronx, NY 10465,  before the Friday 
preceding  publication. No phone calls please.
Community Calendar: Civic organizations, 
churches, synagogues and special interest groups 
can have their special event dates announced free 
of charge. Mail should be addressed to Com-
munity Calendar and received no later than the 
Friday preceding publication.
Subscription Rates: Yearly subscriptions are 
$15.00; 2 years for $25.00,  within Bronx county. 
Out of county subscriptions are $35.00 per year.
Change Of Address: Any problems or inquiries 
regarding a present subscription must be accom-
panied by the mailing label from your newspaper 
showing complete name, address and subscription 
number (top left corner).

Copyright © 2017 by Bronx Times Reporter, 
Inc. All rights reserved. Neither this newspaper 
nor any part thereof may be reproduced, copied or 
transmitted in any form, electronic or mechanical, 
including photocopying, microfi lming, recording 
or by an information retrieval system without 
the express written permission of the publisher. 
This copyright is extended to the design  and 
text created for advertisements. Reproduction 
of said advertisement or any part thereof without 
the express written permission of Bronx Times 
Reporter, Inc. is strictly prohibited.

Subscribing Community Groups
• Throggs Neck Home Owners Association
• Pelham Bay Taxpayers Community Assoc.
• Schuyler Hill Civic Association
• Ferry Point Civic Association
• Ferry Point Community Advocates
• Chippewa Democratic Club
• Throggs Neck Merchants Association
• Bronx Chamber of Commerce
• Korony American Legion Post 253
• Locust Point Civic Association
• Spencer Estate Civic Association
• Country Club Civic Association
• Waterbury/LaSalle Community Association
• Samuel Young American Legion Post 620
• Westchester Square/Zerega Improvement 

Organization
• Morris Park Community Association
• Bronx Park East Neighborhood Assoc.
• Van Nest Neighborhood Alliance
• Chester Civic Improvement Association
• Bronx Chamber of Commerce
• Liberty Democratic Association
• Pelham Parkway Neighborhood Association

Founded in 1981 by
Michael Benedetto and 

John Collazzi
CEO

Les Goodstein
PRESIDENT & PUBLISHER

Jennifer Goodstein
BRONX TIMES PUBLISHER

Laura Guerriero 
EDITOR

John Collazzi
ASSIGNMENT EDITOR/REPORTER

Patrick Rocchio
REPORTER/PHOTO EDITOR

Rob Wirsing
REPORTERS

Arthur Cusano
ACCOUNT EXECUTIVES

Leonard Vigliotti
Donna Marzi
PRODUCTION

Mauro DeLuca

LETTERS TO THE EDITOR
Caring

professionals

(The following letter was 
sent to Chris Mastromano, the 
administrator of Jacobi Medi-
cal Center)

In October of 2012 I was di-
agnosed with diabetes. I was 
told if I did not make some 
serious changes in my diet I 
would be taking a needle ev-
ery day. Three years and 60 
pounds lighter it was under 
control. Then, in July of 2014, 
I had a minor heart attack 
and had a stent put in. As a re-
sult in 2017 my doctor recom-
mended that I have my cor-
ratic artery checked. I called 
my friend at Jacobi hospital 
and he referred me to a doc-
tor there. 

The Jacobi experience was 
a sheer delight. I was treated 
with dignity and respect. The 
doctors were thorough, pro-
fessional, and courteous. 

Once the doctor saw that 
my artery was severely 
blocked he called in a sur-
geon and set up an appoint-
ment for the three of us. The 
doctor didn’t just make a re-
ferral, he met with me and 
the surgeon adding to my 
level of confi dence in these 
professionals.

When the day of my sur-
gery fi nally came and I was 
put in a waiting area where 
staff met with me once again. 
I have no idea how many staff 
members were involved but 
every few minutes someone 
else came by.

Each one wanted to con-
fi rm who I was and why I was 
there, making sure that they 
all got the info fi rst hand. 
There could be no mistakes.   

The nurses in the recovery 
room were awesome. When 
I couldn’t swallow without 
pain the nurse went to the 
gift shop and brought me ice 
cream. Throughout the night 
and into the next day many 
doctors and nurses kept 
checking on me. As the shifts 
changed there was no lack of 
caring and kindness every-
one showed me. The next day 
the surgeon came by and told 
me everything was okay and I 
could go home. 

I cannot express how grate-
ful I am to the entire staff at 
Jacobi Hospital. If you fi nd 
yourself in need of medical 
services, Jacobi Hospital gets 
my highest recommendation.

Bob Bieder

Funds preserve
senior program

Dear editor, 
The Allerton Avenue Ho-

meowners and Tenants Asso-
ciation would like to publicly 
thank Senator Jeff Klein for 
providing the much needed 
funding to keep our senior 
citizens program going for 
yet another year. Recently 
on June 25, 2017 we were in-
formed at our annual picnic 
that our senator was able to 
allocate the sum of $20,000 
from the NYS Agency of the 
Aging for our senior citizens 
program.

Our group maintains a se-
nior citizens program which 
has been in existence since 
1984. This provides the seniors 
in our neighborhood with a 
place to gather and exchange 
stories as well as keeping up to 
date with the latest topics. We 
have a variety of educational 
and recreational activities 
which we provide three days 
a week throughout the year. 
Our organization is entering 
its 42th year of service to the 
Allerton and Pelham Gardens 
community.   

As with any organization 
there are expenses which must 
be meet and the lifeline which 
the senator has been able to 
provide over the recent years 
truly ensures we will be here 
for our valuable seniors and 
be able to continue to serve 
them at a local level. Also, as 
part of this funding alloca-
tion will be funds set aside to 
assist with the civilian patrol 
program which has been in 
operation since the inception 
of our organization and serves 
the seniors especially. 

The seniors as well as our 
group feels we are the ‘eyes 
and ears’ of the neighbor-
hood. As you know local law 
enforcement cannot be every-
where all the time and our pa-
trolling makes a difference to 
the safety and wellbeing of our 
community. 

Senator Klein has always 
been a strong supporter of our 
fi rst responders who serve or 
area. Together with our civil-
ian patrol the community can 
have peace of mind that to-
gether we are looking out for 
one another making us strong 
and respectful of all neigh-
bors.

Frank Tirabasso  

Allerton Avenue

 Homeowners

12 Angry Men,
plus 1 reader

Dear editor,
It was nice going down 

memory lane with Bill 
Twomey in your July 28 - Aug. 
3, 2017 issue about actor Mar-
tin Balsam.

Although a number of Bal-

sam’s fi lm achievements were 
listed, why was his role as 
one of the jurors (specifi cally 
a major role as the jury fore-
man) in ‘12 Angry Men’ not 
included? I felt that it was a 
glaring omission not to have 
mentioned this performance, 
particularly in a picture that 
was nominated for an Acad-
emy Award.

Judy Noy
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* All these prices must be cash or debit. No mix & match on sale items. We will match printed prices from other New York City liquor stores. 
Coupon must be present at checkout. Webprices not accepted. Not responsible for typographical errors. Sale prices valid one week only. Expires 8/11.

WINE & LIQUOR
SUPERSTORE

 SUMMER SPECIAL  

815 Hutchinson River Parkway 

Bring this ad in for discount pricing

BRING IN THIS AD AND

GET 50 POINTS
($2 OFF) with Membership Card

 STAFF FAVORITE  
Skinnygirl 
Margarita  
750 ML

$999

Whispering 
Angel

$2199

All Ciroc 
Flavors  
50 ML Per Pack 
By Flavor

$1999

Roca Patron 
Silver  
SUPER SALE

$4999

Mixed with
Patron Citronge

Orange 750 ML

$2221
for a delicious Margarita simple 

and fl avorful for a hot day

New 
Ciroc 
Flavor 
French 
Vanilla  
750 ML

$3743

New 
Amsterdam 
Vodka  
    1.75 L

   $1899

  Absolut 
  1.75 L

    
 $2999

Ciroc 
Flavors  
750 ML
$3743

1 L
$4471

1.75 L
$5772

750 ML
$4399

1.75 L
$8999

  Avion
  Silver 

    
 $4099

Patron
Silver

Maestro 
Dobel 
Diamond 
Tequila

$3999

Dewars 
12 Gift Set    

          $3999

Johnnie Walker 
Yankee Edition

$4398

Glen 
Silver 
Reserve  
1.75 L

$2445

Bacaradi 
Light & 
Gold  
  1.75 L

  $1799

Captain 
Morgan  
1.75 L

      $3625

Malibu 
Rum  
1.75 L

  $3099

Baileys 
Irish 
Whiskey  
1.75 L

  $3599

Di Amore Amareto 
Gift Set  
750 ML $1039

79 Gold 
Caramel  
750 ML
   Price Drop

     $2199

NY 
Yankees 
& Mets  

  $1999

 Kendall  
 Jackson  
 Chardonnay  

    $1499

Meiomi 
Pinot 
Noir  

  $2299

Josh North  
Coast  
Cabernet  
   Sauvignon  

    $1898

Veuve Du 
Vernay 
Ice  

  $1099

750 ML 750 ML 750 ML
750 ML

750 ML

750 ML

750 ML

750 ML

750 ML
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�� Full Sacrament  
    Participation Available 
 
�� Free Title I Extended 

Year (Summer) 
 
�� Free Breakfast Program 
 
�� Academic Clubs 
 
�� Scholarships &  
    Financial Aid Available 
 
�� SETSS & Title I Services 

�� Intramural and CYO 
Sports Leagues 

 
�� Spanish, Art, Music, 

Physical Education and 
Technology classes  

    (PreK-Grade 8) 
 
Family Events include:  
Welcome Back BBQ 
Halloween Extravaganza 
Breakfast with Santa 
Christmas Show  
Annual Card Party 

Open House Dates:  
Dec. 5 (Tuesday, 9-11 AM) 
Jan. 9 (Tuesday, 9-11 AM) 
Jan. 28 (Sunday, 1-3 PM) 
Jan. 30 (Tuesday, 9-11 AM) 
Feb. 13 (Tuesday, 9-11 AM) 
Mar. 13 (Tuesday, 9-11 AM) 
April. 24 (Tue., 9-11 AM) 
 

WHAT WE HAVE TO OFFER: 

1617 Parkview Avenue, Bronx, New York 10461 ~ Tel: 718-829-1706   Fax: 718-931-2693 
www.olassumptionbronx.org 

GEORGE’S RESTAURANT
Corner of Westchester Avenue & Crosby Avenue

SERVING THE FINEST FOOD FOR OVER 50 YEARS
NOW SERVING WHOLE WHEAT PASTA

WE NOW DELIVER TO PELHAM BAY,
THROGS NECK & COUNTRY CLUB!

$10 Minimum For Delivery - Delivery Hours 11am-9pm

LET US CATER YOUR NEXT EVENT - CURBSIDE PICK-UP!

SAUTE´ AND
PASTA DISHES

COME AND ENJOY OUR 
NEW SAUTE MENU!

SERVED
MONDAY - SATURDAY

FROM 4PM-9PM

EARLY BIRD

DINNER
SPECIALS

$9.95

SUNDAY - THURSDAY
3pm - 6pm

YOUR NEXT DELIVERY OF 

$20 OR MORE

$300
OFF

GEORGE’S SPECIAL

Must Mention Coupon Offer While Ordering 

To Receive Discount And Present Upon Food 

Receipt. Not To Be Combined With Any Other 

Offer. Exp. 08/31/2017

Among the Top Graduating Scores in MATH & ELA 
Technology “Blended Learning” UPK-Grade 8 

Highly Rated Pre-K (UPK) Program 

BY BOB GUILIANO
Community Board 10 

formed a committee on Tues-
day, July 25, to study over-
development, including a 
proposed 10-story medical 
building at 3250 Westchester 
Avenue.

The seven-member ad-hoc 
committee on overdevelop-
ment was formed at a pub-
lic hearing held at the Greek 
American Institute, 3573 
Bruckner Boulevard. 

The ad-hoc committee in-
cludes four board members 
— committee chairwoman 
Irene Guanill-Elukowich, An-
drew Chirico, Terence Frank-
lin and John Marano; and 
three area residents — Grace 
Cerini, Patty Justiniano, and 
Michele Torrioni.

“We haven’t seen any plans 
on this building whatsoever,” 
CB 10 chairman Peter Sulli-
van said early Wednesday, Au-
gust 2. The committee’s first 
meeting was scheduled at 7 
p.m. that evening in the board 
office at 3165 East Tremont 
Avenue. 

“This committee tonight 
should be working on a mis-
sion statement and putting 

CB10 to study proposed PB medical building
together ideas at this point,” 
Sullivan said.

Sullivan said the ad hoc 
committee is going to review 
overdevelopment in the Pel-
ham Bay area and collect 
ideas from the neighborhood 
on what residents would like 
to see, because so many pel-
ham Bay residents seem to be 
against the 3250 Westchester 
Avenue project.

CB 10 will not get the 
plans from NYC Department 
of Buildings until they’re ap-
proved and become public in-
formation, according to Sul-
livan.

While the board and speak-
ers at the hearing discussed 
what they believed was a pro-
posal to convert the current 
2-story medical facility, which 
was the former Chateau Pel-
ham catering facility, into 
a 10-story structure, the de-
veloper stated the proposed 
building will be in addition to 
the two structures already oc-
cupying the site.      

A 2-story commercial 
building, containing a CVS 
and several other stores, bor-
dering Bruckner Boulevard 
between Westchester and 
Wilkinson avenues, also occu-

pies the site. 
Ira Sax, spokesman for devel-

oper Rester USA, said, “We’re 
adding another medical build-
ing on the corner. We filed plans 
for a separate building from 
CVS straight to the corner.” 

Matthew Cruz, who started 
in June as district manager of 
CB 10, explained at the hear-
ing that Rester USA filed a zon-
ing determination to confirm 
that its architectural drawings 
meets current zoning.

“So the Buildings Depart-
ment will review the zoning and 
after zoning determination is 
approved, the community board 

and the community have 45 
days to respond with our objec-
tions to the zoning determina-
tion,” Cruz said.

If the DOB does object to the 
zoning determination, the de-
veloper has the right to go to the 
Board of Standard Appeals for 
a hearing to appeal the zoning. 
The community board would 
have input at the BSA process 
if it goes to that level, according 
to Cruz. 

Sax was surprised to hear 
that the board thought that the 
developer was either going to 
tear down the existing facility 
or expand on top of it. He in-

sisted that they’re not touch-
ing the existing building, but 
going to build a separate struc-
ture on a plot of empty land on 
the northwest corner of Bruck-
ner Boulevard, at Wilkinson 
Avenue.

Sax said they want to add 75 
spots to the existing 90.  

“We’ll be adding a tremen-
dous amount of parking and 
bringing a lot more jobs to the 
neighborhood. This area has 
grown tremendously in residen-
tial, more than surrounding ar-
eas. We’re only going to bring 
value to the neighborhood,” 
Sax said.

Proposed site for a new 10-story medical building on the corner of Westchester Avenue and Wilkinson Avenue, 
adjacent to the CVS. Community News Group/Bob Guiliano
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718-931-43352173 White Plains Road 
Just South of Pelham Pkwy.

OPEN
7 DAYS

We have been operating since 1978, 
offering quality products to those 
that desire organic, more  natural, 
gluten-free, and non GMO foods. 

Our vitamin and herb selection is 
extensive.  

Examples of lines stocked; New 
Chapter, Solgar, Bluebonnet, Twin 
Labs, Nature’s Way, Kal, Solaray, 
Country Life,  Herb Pharm.,  Gaia, 
Europharma, Natrol, Bach Flower, 

Life Extension. 

Even our herb selection becomes 
even greater when you take into ac-
count all the herbal teas offered. Its 

unmatched in the Bronx

Where there is always a sale

BY BOB GUILIANO
NYC offi cials broke ground 

Monday, July 24, on a $5.86 mil-
lion renovation project to recon-
struct Saw Mill Playground, add-
ing multi-age play areas, a track, 
new ball courts, a new comfort 
station and more. 

“Tasked by the mayor early 
in my tenure as Parks commis-
sioner to create a fair and bal-
anced park system for our city, 
it is great to see three years later 
so many Community Parks Ini-
tiative sites begin construction 
in underserved neighborhoods,” 
said Mitchell J. Silver.

Landscape architects Quennell 
Rothschild & Partners are trans-
forming this expanse of cracked 
asphalt lot into a $4 million play-
ground packed with features re-
quested by the community: a turf 
sports fi eld with misting posts, 
running track, children’s water 
play, new play equipment and bas-
ketball, youth fi tness area, new 
comfort station, lush plantings, 
and plenty of places to sit in the 
shade and relax. 

Students at P.S. 179, across the 
street from the playground, as 
well as local families will have a 
safe, comfortable and green place 
to play and relax.

Saw Mill Playground renovation project started

Ground breakings symbolize 
the beginning of a transformation 
of such parks as Saw Mill into en-
hanced recreational assets for 
the communities they serve, ac-
cording to Silver, who was joined 
by NYC council speaker Melissa 
Mark-Viverito and Community 
Board 1 Parks Committee chair-
man Hakiem Yahmadi.

Almost all CPI sites are now 
under construction and many of 
the fi rst group of sites are set to 
open this summer. CPI was ini-

tially launched in 2014, and is 
funded through 2019 with $315 
million to renovate more than 60 
community parks that have not 
undergone signifi cant improve-
ments in decades. 

All of the parks and play-
grounds that will receive improve-
ments are in dense, fast-growing 
neighborhoods with an above-av-
erage percentage of residents liv-
ing below the poverty level. 

Located in Mott Haven, this 
playground is named for the Saw 

Mill Creek, also known as the 
Mill Brook, which once fl owed by 
this parkland. The creek origi-
nated at Gates Place in the north 
Bronx, ran along what is now 
Brook and Webster avenues, and 
emptied into the Bronx Kill. 

The early sawmill, de-
vised in 1352 in Europe, was 
dependent on water as both 
a power source and a means 
of transporting goods. Logs 
were fl oated down river to saw-
mills, which cut raw lumber 

into standardized shapes and 
sizes for building purposes. 
The sawmills fl ourished along 
the many tributaries of Bronx 
waterways for more than 200 
years. Another byproduct of 
the sawing process was wood 
pulp, from which paper is 
made. Due to the abundance of 
lumber and waterpower in the 
Hudson River Valley, sawmills 
became a popular and lucrative 
industry for 17th century Euro-
pean settlers. 

Quennell Rothschild & 
Partners are landscape archi-
tects who have created and re-
stored numerous parks, plazas, 
streetscapes and cultural facil-
ities. Over its 50-year history, 
QRP has developed a reputa-
tion for innovation and consen-
sus building. 

Among the fi rm’s projects 
are The Battery, the master 
plan for Hudson River Park, the 
transformation of more than a 
mile of beachfront at Far Rock-
away Park, and multiple proj-
ects at Princeton University.

NYC Parks commissioner Mitchell Silver joined Council Speaker Melissa Mark-Viverito and Bronx Community 
Board 1 Parks Committee chairman Hakiem Yahmadi to break ground at Saw Mill Playground under the Com-
munity Parks Initiative on Monday, July 24. Photo by Malcolm Pinckney/NYC Parks
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SIRECI 
Family Dental
Your Neighborhood Dentist Since 1983

C A R I N G    A F F O R D A B L E    P A I N L E S S

FREE 
CONSULTATIONS

COME VISIT US 
IN OUR NEW 

MODERN OFFICE

2861 BRUCKNER BLVD.  |  718-829-0455

GENERAL DENTISTRY  
SPECIALTY CARE

VAN NEST
ASSEMBLY 

OF GOD
755 Rhinelander Ave.

Bronx, NY 10462

Corner of Holland
2 blocks from 

White Plains Road

SPIRIT 
FILLED

PRAYER 
GUIDED

LOVE 
EXTENDED

PASTOR

ASSISTANT PASTOR 

YOUTH PASTOR

A HOUSE OF PRAYER FOR ALL NATIONS

Welcome to our caring, 
multi cultural, multi-generational, 

evangelistic home church!

5 services every Sunday. 
8:30 am, 10 am (Service & Sunday School) 

11:30 am, 4pm, 7pm.
Ministry programs and activities for 

all ages — all week — all year!

Come join us in prayer, praise 
and celebration!

www.vannestassembly.org

A detached frame around Mohamed Gafur’s closet door was one of sev-
eral issues he has had to live with inside his 825 Gerard Avenue apart-
ment. Photo by Silvio Pacifi co

NYC’s ‘worst landlord’ repairs 825 Gerard Avenue
 BY ROBERT WIRSING

Grand Concourse tenants’ 
demands for better living con-
ditions are being met by their 
landlord.

The tenants of 825 Gerard 
Avenue celebrated their suc-
cessful campaign against one 
of NYC’s worst landlords, Ved 
Parkash, as they fi led a court 
case on Wednesday, July 19 de-
manding repairs with support 
from Community Action for 
Safe Apartments and the Com-
munity Development Project.

Parkash and the tenants 
entered into a settlement in 
which all repairs alleged in 
the case will be completed by 
Wednesday, August 30.

Located a few blocks from 
Yankee Stadium, the six-story, 
85-unit rent-stabilized build-
ing has fallen into disrepair 
since Parkash, who is ranked 
number four on Public Ad-
vocate Letitia James’ Worst 
Landlord List, purchased the 
building in 1989.

For over a year, the tenants 
who have demanded Parkash 
make vital repairs to the 
88-year-old building, have par-
ticipated in the Parkash Ten-
ant Coalition meeting with 
their landlord, organized a 

press walkthrough exposing 
deplorable living conditions 
and fi led a successful rent re-
duction challenge with the 
NYC Division of Homes and 
Community Renewal.

All tenants on the court 
case have seen work done in 
their apartments with the ma-
jority reporting that the work 
has been completed.

Last year, Mohamed Ga-
fur, a 16-year tenant, was liv-
ing with cracked walls, a dis-
located window frame and a 
detached closet doorframe.

A year later, these issues 
as well as his peeling kitchen 
and bathroom walls and bath-
room sink cupboard have been 
resolved.

However, Gafur said his 
kitchen cupboards and the 
building’s wiring still need to 
be repaired.

“If it wasn’t for CASA noth-
ing would have been done,” he 
said.

“I am very satisfi ed with 
the repairs that the landlord 
has done and with the support 
CASA has given us in order 
to hold him accountable,” ex-
pressed Marta Melendez, ten-
ant leader and 43-year tenant. 
“We have fi nally achieved the 

services that we deserve.”
“Compelling Ved Parkash to 

act and make repair corrections 
before the judge’s order is a vic-
tory and speaks to the power 
of organized tenants,” said Ad-
drana Montgomery, Urban Jus-
tice Center staff attorney.

Montgomery added Urban 
Justice Center will continue 
supporting the tenants to en-
sure all of 825 Gerard Avenue’s 
repairs and violations are 
properly corrected.

NYC Housing Preservation 
and Development said as of 
Tuesday, August 1 there were 
155 open housing code viola-
tions at 825 Gerard Avenue 
with 47 Class A non-hazardous 
violations, 80 Class B hazard-
ous violations and 28 Class C 
immediately hazardous viola-
tions.

The violations were re-
duced from 182 open viola-
tions.

“Parkash Management 
has addressed tenant issues 
and concerns throughout the 
building, apartment-by-apart-
ment, with the exception of 
three apartments whose re-
pairs are currently being ex-
pedited and will be completed 
in the very near future,” said a 

Parkash Management spokes-
person. 

“Parkash is deeply commit-
ted to providing quality afford-
able housing to Bronx families 
and looks forward to continu-

ing to build a cooperative re-
lationship with its tenants to-
ward that end,” he added.

Parkash owns approxi-
mately 40 buildings in the 
Bronx.
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To apply: Please email your resume to employment@hfhnyc.org. Indicate the position  
(custodian or security guard) and preferred location (NBX or SBX) in the subject line of email.

NOW HIRING

Full-time jobs in north and south Bronx

For more information go to www.hfhnyc.orgWe are an equal opportunity employer (eeo) committed to equal treatment of all employees without regard to race, national 
origin, religion, gender, age, sexual orientation, veteran status, physical or mental disability or other basis protected by law.

Duties:  Cleaning hallways, lobbies, restrooms, floors, windows, and similar activities.

Qualifications:  Ability to reach, bend, stoop, stand for periods of time, and lift reasonably heavy objects.

Duties: Patrolling the interior and exterior areas of building, monitoring the building’s entries 
and exits, maintaining a sign-in log with required identification, enforcing rules and 
regulations, preparing incident reports, learning the fire safety plan and evacuation 
procedures and assisting in fire drills.

Qualifications: Valid NYS security guard license, current 8-hour certificate and 16-hour certificate.  
Fire Guard (F-2) or Fire Safety Coordinator license a plus.

Custodians
&

Security 
Guards

We are recruiting full-time staff who enjoy working in a family-oriented, residential environment.  
Jobs are full-time. A high school diploma is not required.

We provide a competitive starting salary and benefits including comprehensive health insurance, life 
insurance, ample vacation, holiday, and personal and sick leave.

No fee.
We are a direct employer.
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BY BOB GUILIANO
A $2.1 million lighting im-

provement project was kicked off 
at the Pelham Parkway Houses. 

New outdoor lights are 
planned throughout the develop-
ment, with the installation of 93 
LED lightpoles. 

The majority of the new fi x-
tures will be park-like poles in-
stalled in locations that previ-
ously lacked effi cient lighting.

The event held Thursday, 
July 27, outside of 2385 Williams-
bridge Road, began the 6-month 
time frame by when the project 
should be completed.

Senator Jeff Klein, who 
funded the installation, along 
with Assemblyman Mark Gjonaj, 
and NYCHA general manager 
Michael Kelly, spoke to residents 
during a groundbreaking cere-
mony. 

The outdoor lighting enhance-
ments represent the latest proj-
ect aimed at improving safety at 
the Pelham Parkway Houses fol-
lowing two tragic homicides just 
months apart in the summer of 
2012, according to Klein.

“Everyone knows that back 
in the summer of 2012, we had 
a horrible summer here at Pel-
ham Parkway Houses,” Klein 

Parkway Houses’s lighting project kicked off

said. “We lost two of our tenants 
— one, Evelyn Shapiro, whom I 
knew for many, many years, who 
lived here for such a long time. 
She was 88 years old.” 

The other victim was Adrian 
Garcia, “a young man who was 
taken down in his prime,” Klein 
said. “He was 25 years old. And I 
know that caused a major tragedy 
in all of our lives. But not only in 
Pelham Parkway, but also in the 
surrounding community.”

Klein, who has represented 
this area for over 22 years, said 
he “has always recognized the 
importance of making sure Pel-
ham Parkway Houses continues 
to remain a safe, great place to 
live. You know, if Pelham Park-
way Houses falls by the wayside, 
the rest of the community is not 
far behind.”

The greater Pelham Parkway 
community is linked in an im-
portant way to Pelham Parkway 

Houses, according to Klein, who 
told residents at the ceremony 
that “we want to make sure that 
you’re safe and secure in your 
apartments.”

Klein said he obtained the 
lighting improvement funds in 
2014, noting that better lighting 
is crucial to assuring that secu-
rity cameras can clearly record 
criminal activity.

“We’re not going to stand for 
that (crimes). We are going to 

stand up loud and clear that Pel-
ham Parkway Houses has to re-
main a safe place to live,” Klein 
said. “This money is going to go 
a long way. We’re going to do new 
lighting all over the grounds at 
Pelham Parkway Houses, new 
state-of-the-art LED lighting 
within the individual buildings. I 
think this is really going to make 
sure that we’re safe and secure.”

Gjonaj said that the NYC 
Housing Authority “is a major 
component of this community. 
We need to make sure that it re-
mains affordable, safe and qual-
ity housing for you and your fam-
ily. We’re going to make sure that 
New York State makes right by 
NYCHA residents.”

Kelly said that over 100,000 of 
New York’s citizens are served by 
public housing. 

“We’re here to celebrate new 
lights as part of a larger commit-
ment to clean, safe and connected 
public housing,” he said.

(l-r) Breaking ground for new lighting at the Pelham Parkway Houses are Paul Lombardi, NYCHA project manag-
er; Senator Jeff Klein; Assemblyman Mark Gjonaj; Michael Kelly, NYCHA general manager and Oliver Osterwind, 
director of City Capital at NYCHA. Photo by Silvio Pacifi co
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Delivery Service Available

10
PLASMA TVs

CHECK OUT OUR MENU ON-LINE AT:
WWW.WICKEDWOLFNY.COM

Restaurant & Bar
4029 East Tremont A 0

The Wicked Wolf
We Now Deliver 7 Days A Week!

Party
at the

barn
TENT

Saturday, October 7, 2017
2 pm – 10 pm

Under Our BIG TOP TENT!

FEATURING

COUNTRY FRESH

HILLBILLY PARADE

FRIDAY
SATURDAYDJ’S

INQUIRE ABOUT OUR  PARTY ROOM.

OUTDOOR CAFE

NOW OPEN
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Transportation services 
available for seniors

Do you need help getting to and from your medical ap-
pointments?  Transportation Services are available to se-
niors Monday through Friday, 8 a.m. to 4 p.m., in commu-
nity districts 9, 10, 11 and 12.

  • Door to door service for all medical appointments
• Courteous, professional drivers
• Clean vehicles
• Handicap accessibility, including wheelchair lifts 
For further information, call Mildred Cardona, pro-

gram director of the R.A.I.N. Transportation Program at 
(718) 882-8513.  

Avoid overmedication and harmful 
drug reactions by Healthy Seniors CliCC
Medications can help you 

get better or stay well.  But 
they can be harmful. Here 
are some things you can do to 
be safe.

Check with your doctor 
or pharmacist before tak-
ing over-the-counter drugs 
(OTCs) or supplements. Some 
cause side effects. Some—like 
ibuprofen and naproxen—
have different names but be-
long to the same drug type; 
taking both is like taking a 
double dose. Some may in-
teract with your prescription 
medications.

Make a list of all your 
medications—including OTC 
drugs, vitamins, supplements 
and herbal remedies—their 
doses, and how often you take 
them.  Share this list with all 
your healthcare providers 
and caregivers. Take it with 
you to each medical appoint-
ment, and always carry in 
case of an emergency. Once 
or twice a year, ask your doc-
tor to review the list.

Ask why If you get a new 

prescription, or your dose 
is changed. Ask your doctor 
or pharmacist to make sure 
they know what other drugs 
you are using and check a 
drug interaction database.  
Also ask:

• What is the purpose of 
the medication, and how will 
I know if it is working?

• What side effects should I 
watch for?

• When and how should I 
take the medication?

• What should I do if I miss 
a dose?

• Will the medication in-
teract with other medications 
I’m taking?

• Will it impact any other 
medical conditions that I may 
have?

• Is a generic or lower-
cost brand name version of 
the medication available?

Take your medications 
exactly as directed by your 
healthcare providers. Be 
sure you understand how, 
when, and for how long you 
should take the medication. 

Try to have all your pre-
scriptions filled at the same 
pharmacy so the pharmacist 
is aware of everything you 
are taking. Tell your phar-
macist about any reactions 
you’ve had to medications in 
the past.

Tell your doctor right 
away if you begin new health 
problems after starting a new 
medication. You may be hav-
ing a reaction to the medica-
tion. 

• Don’t take medication 
that is not prescribed for you

• Don’t use medication 
that has passed its expiration 
date

• Don’t stop taking medi-
cation just because you feel 
better

• Don’t drink alcohol when 
you take medication for sleep, 
pain, anxiety, or depression

Brought to you by Mon-
tefi ore Medical Group, 
R.A.I.N. and the Hartford In-
stitute for Geriatric Nursing 
@ NYU, based on American 
Geriatric Society materials.

The Divas welcome back Red Hat Queen Fran Arico 
after her hospital stay with Pneumonia.  

The Divas will resume meeting on Wednesday, August 
9, at noon, with lunch at Fran Arico’s house.  

Remember under 50 years of age you wear lavender 
shirts and pink hats, over 50 years of age, it’s purple 
shirts and red hats.  

For further information call Fran Arico at (718) 828-
5073..

Red Hat Pelham Bay 
Divas’ next meeting

BY PATRICK ROCCHIO
Honorees were selected for 

the annual Bronx Columbus 
Parade. 

The parade’s volunteers 
have chosen a grand marshal, 
honorary grand marshal, and 
two distinguished citizens for 
the annual celebration of civic 
and Italian-American pride 
taking place on Sunday, Octo-
ber 8 at noon. 

When the parade steps off 
and marches on Morris Park 
Avenue from White Plains 
Road, waving to the crowd 
should be a familiar face.

Parade volunteers, said 
parade coordinator Tony Si-
gnorile, selected term-limited 
Councilman James Vacca as 
the grand marshal.

He was not chosen for his 
prowess in politics but for 
his exemplary work as a citi-
zen and Italian-American, he 
said. 

Signorile said Vacca has 
provided the most support 
of any elected offi cial during 
his 12 years in the council, 
and marched in the parade 
for many years before that as 
the Community Board 10’s dis-
trict manager. 

“The grand marshal this 

Columbus Parade grand marshal chosen
year is being honored as a cit-
izen, not an (elected offi cial) 
due to the fact that this is his 
last year in offi ce,” Signorile 
said of Vacca. “This is a thank 
you for what he has done…he’s 
supported the Bronx Colum-
bus Parade in a way no one 
else has done.” 

Signorile said he also se-
lected the parade’s honorary 
grand marshal, Lucia Mari-
ani, a fourth grade teacher at 
P.S. 72 as the parade’s honored 
educator, calling her “a tre-
mendous teacher at P.S. 72.” 

Mariani, who is also Pel-
ham Bay Merchants Associa-
tion vice-president and owner 
of Lucca Restaurant, said that 
she loves going to the parade 
every year. 

“For me to be a part of it is 
very exciting,” she said. 

Longtime business part-
ners John Bonizio and Mike 
Ungaro, owners of Metro Op-
tics Eyewear, will share the 
parade’s Citizenship Award, 
which each year goes to busi-
ness owners. 

“I can only speak for Mor-
ris Park, and John and Mike 
are tremendous supporters of 
Morris Park,” said Signorile, 
adding “They come to the Co-

lumbus and Morris Park Com-
munity Association dinner 
dances, and they donate to the 
parade.” 

Bonizio has helped over the 
past year with an effort to get 
a business improvement dis-
trict formed in Morris Park, 
said Signorile. 

For his part, the council-
man said that he was very hon-
ored, and said he has given the 
parade a $10,000 grant every 
year he’s been in offi ce. 

“I believe that this parade 
signifi es the pride of the Ital-
ian-American community 
and the history that this com-
munity has in the Bronx,” 
said the councilman. “As an 
Italian-American legislator, I 
want that parade to grow and 
(stay) a permanent fi xture in 
my district.” 

The parade, now entering 
its 41st year, can often draw a 
crowd of 5,000 people, assum-
ing decent weather, said Si-

gnorile, adding the cost runs 
between $60,000 to $80,000 
each year. 

The costs of marching 
bands, some of whom travel 
from as far away as Italy, are 
signifi cant parade expendi-
tures, he said. 

The parade dinner dance 
will be held on Sunday, Octo-
ber 29th at Maestro’s. 

Tickets are $95 and can 
be purchased by calling the 
MPCA at (718) 823-0596. 

I believe that this parade 
signifi es the pride of the 

Italian-American community 
and the history that this 

community has in the 
Bronx.

Councilman James Vacca 

on the Bronx Columbus Parade in Morris Park
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LOSE 20–40 lb.
IN THE NEXT 40 DAYS

Lose weight and start looking and feeling 
as beautiful as you are...

DROP 20-40 POUNDS IN 40 DAYS

NO EXERCISE NECESSARY

MINIMAL OR NO CRAVINGS

MININMAL OR NO HUNGER

BURNS FAT

TARGETS BELLY, BUTT, HIPS, THIGHS

DOCTOR SUPERVISED FOR SAFETY & RESULTS

Dr. Albert 
Graziosa has 
been certified 
with the fresh 
start hCG diet 
and has led 
many patients 
to live more 
happy and 
healthy lives.

VISIT US AT 

GOTHAIRLLC.COM

BECAUSE OF OUR 

TECHNOLOGY

“Weight Loss Has 

Changed My Life”
Ask yourself how 
would you like to lose 
30 or more pounds, 
have more energy, 
feel great, feel sexy, 
decrease your risks 
of diabetes and heart 
disease and regain 
your health all in next 
40 days.

M E DIC A L  A E S TH E TIC S

Got Hair? llc
3611A East Tremont Avenue  Bronx, NY 

347-281-5576
BE

FO
RE

AF
TE

R

GET READY FOR SUMMER WITH OUR 
CLEAN START WEIGHT LOSS PROGRAM
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Elder question of the week

SALVATORE M. DI COSTANZO

Dear Mr. Di Costanzo: If I 
add my daughter to my bank 
account, can Medicaid still 
take my asset?

If only it was that easy!  
As a general rule, if your 

name is on a bank account, 
regardless of whether it is 
owned jointly with anyone 
else, Medicaid will presume 
that you own one hundred 
percent of the account.  From 
a practical perspective, this 
makes sense.  You should not 
be able to avoid having to use 

your bank account for the cost 
of your care simply by adding 
a child to that account.

There are instances where 
a co-owner has contributed 
assets to a jointly owned ac-
count.  In that case, you would 
need to work with an elder 
law attorney to rebut the pre-
sumption that the entire ac-
count is owned by you.  This 
is usually done by maintain 
adequate records and prepar-
ing affi davits signed by all 
parties in support of the co-
owner’s contributions.

Unlike bank accounts, bro-
kerage accounts are treated 
differently.  Where there is a 
co-owner on a brokerage ac-
count, Medicaid treats the 
brokerage as being owned 
one-half by each owner.  This 
is a very valuable tidbit that 
could save a lot of money.  
However, if you add a co-
owner to a brokerage account, 
there is a 5-year look-back pe-
riod since you are deemed to 
have transferred one-half of 
the account to the co-owner.

The above rules illustrate 

why you must work with an 
elder law attorney to navigate 
the complex world of Medic-
aid planning.  Failing to work 
with an elder law attorney of-
ten results in the unnecessary 
waste of assets.  Please call us 
at 914-925-1010 or e-mail me at 
smd@mfd-law.com to further 
explore your estate and elder 
law planning needs.  You can 
also visit our website at www.
plantodayfortomorrow.com.

Questions may also be 
submitted to smd@mfd-law.
com for a response.

The New York City Department of 
Sanitation is continuing expansion of 
its NYC Organics program – the larg-
est curbside collection program of 
food scraps, food-soiled paper and yard 
waste in the nation. The department be-
gan collecting material from residents 
living in Eastchester Bay, Edgewater, 
Bronxdale and Morris Park - commu-
nity boards 10 and 11. Additionally, 
the Department will soon begin to 
distribute brown NYC Organics col-

lection bins to residents in Riverdale, 
Fieldston, Baychester, Eastchester and 
Woodlawn in the Bronx - community 
boards 8 and 12. Curbside collection 
will begin in those areas the week of 
September 4.

This is a part of Department’s on-
going expansion of the NYC Organics 
program. The program, which collects 
“organic” waste and turns it into us-
able compost or renewable energy, is 
now available to more than two million 

city residents. The Department of Sani-
tation is working to make the program 
available to all New Yorkers by the end 
of 2018, with either curbside service 
or convenient neighborhood drop-off 
sites.

 “Organic material – food scraps, 
food-soiled paper and yard waste – 
make up about a third of what we throw 
away, but it’s not trash,” said Sanitation 
Commissioner Kathryn Garcia. “Put-
ting your food scraps and yard waste to 
good use decreases the amount of gar-
bage going to landfi lls and helps create 
a greener and healthier New York City. 
We thank all of the residents currently 
participating in organic waste collec-
tion, and look forward to welcoming 
millions more New Yorkers to the pro-
gram this year.”

 How does it work?
All eligible households, those in 

buildings with nine or fewer units, will 
receive a starter kit which includes an 
indoor kitchen container, an instruc-
tion brochure, and either their own out-
door brown bin or a larger one to share 
for the building. Residents place food 
scraps and food-soiled paper products 
into their kitchen container. Residents 
then transfer the material to their out-
door bin for DSNY collection on their 

pick up day. Yard waste may be placed 
directly in the bin, or placed at the curb 
in open, unlined containers or in paper 
lawn and leaf bags.

 Who is included?
All single-family homes and build-

ings with nine or fewer residential 
units are automatically enrolled in the 
voluntary program. Residential build-
ings with 10 or more units may apply 
to participate. Building managers may 
fi nd more information on the applica-
tion process at http://on.nyc.gov/re-
quest-organics.

 What happens to the material?
The collected material is managed 

locally and regionally. Some organic 
waste is turned into compost, and used 
locally by greening groups, such as ur-
ban farmers, community gardeners, 
and street tree stewards to rebuild the 
City’s soil.

 Other options for food scraps:
Residents who do not currently re-

ceive curbside collection may visit food 
scrap drop-off sites offered throughout 
all fi ve boroughs. To help bring the pro-
gram to all residents by the end of 2018, 
the drop off locations will be expanded 
this year. 

For more information, visit nyc.gov/
organics.

NYC Department of Sanitation’s Organics program

Union Community Health Cen-
ter is celebrating National Health 
Center Week 2017 with an Open 
House and Health Fair at its 2016 
Bronxdale Avenue location (be-
tween Holland Avenue and Antin 
Place) on Thursday, August 17, 
from 2 to 7 p.m. Come and learn 
about all the quality, family-cen-

tered healthcare services they of-
fer in the neighborhood. Their 
mission is to build a happier and 
healthier community for every 
Bronxite. 

Join in for a fun-fi lled day of 
music, face painting for the kids, 
health screenings and lots of great 
giveaways!

UCHC Health Fair 
and Open House

LATE NIGHT DECATUR AVENUE FIRE
Three people are recovering 
from a late night fi re at 3138 
Decatur Avenue.  According to 
the FDNY, the fi re broke out in-
side the 2-story private house 
on Tuesday, July 25 at around 
10:40 p.m., damaging at least 
two homes. Two civilians and a 
fi refi ghter were injured in the 
blaze and were taken to a local 
hospital for treatment.

(Left) The siding of 3138 De-
catur Avenue beared the scars 
from the late Tuesday night fi re.
            Photo by  Miriam Quin

(Below) Firefi ghters surveyed 
the scene from inside and out-
side 3138 Decatur Avenue last 
Tuesday.               Photo by Edwin Soto
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The Bronx’s Dominican pride was on 
full display at the always colorful 
Bronx Dominican Day Parade. Local 
elected offi cials and the community 
commemorated the Caribbean nation’s 
rich heritage and culture at the 28th 
annual Bronx Dominican Day Parade 
on Sunday, July 30 on the Grand Con-
course. Families and friends waved Do-
minican fl ags, sang and danced while 
enjoying the celebration’s trademark 
parade march down the Concourse.   
(background) Members of Carnival de 
Santiago were ready to march down 
the Concourse in style. 
 Photo by Laura Stone

(top insert) Parade participants sport-
ed some vibrant high-fl ying fashion at 
this year’s celebration. 
 Photo by Laura Stone

(insert middle) Queen Jennifer Duran 
(c) and Reina Infantil Krismely Encar-
nacion were excited to march in this 
year’s cultural celebration. Photo by 
Laura Stone

(insert below) Marching with Hearts to 
Hands in Need, Inc. members let their 
Dominican pride shine bright. 
 Photo by Laura Stone

28th Annual Bronx Dominican Day Parade

Juramento Trinitario certifi cates were presented at the parade. 
 Photo by Laura Stone

Everyone was eager to cut the ribbon to begin this year’s cultural celebration. 
 Photo by Laura Stone
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TOM ALLON

Assemblyman Michael 
Benedetto announces that 
the MetroCard Mobile Van 
will be parked at the curb in 
front of the his offi ce located 
at 3602 E. Tremont Avenue, on 

Friday, August 11, between  1 
to 3 p.m.

The MetroCard Mobile 
Van enables:

• Senior citizens 65 years 
of age or older to apply for Re-

duced-Fare MetroCard and 
receive a temporary card on 
the spot (Bring proof of age 
such as a Medicare card and 
valid photo identifi cation);

• People with disabilities 

that qualify, and who pres-
ent a Medicare card and valid 
photo ID such as a driver’s 
license to apply for Reduced-
Fare MetroCard;

• Daily riders to add money 

to their Reduced-Fare Metro-
Card; and

• Everyone to get all Met-
roCard questions answered.

For more information, call 
(718) 892-2235 .

MetroCard Mobile Van scheduled stop

He soars through the skies 
of the Antarctic checking up 
on the melting of the glaciers 
near the pole.

He leaps in a single bound 
to the Paris climate accords 
and saves the day for the In-
dian fossil fuel crisis.

Who is that masked man?
It’s none other than Al Gore, 

our former vice-president, and 
the leading voice of reason in 
the urgent climate crisis move-
ment.

After his unfair and stun-
ning defeat in 2000 to George 
W. Bush, Gore decided that he 
wouldn’t go gently into that 
good night. Instead, he became 
a passionate, persuasive and 
potent advocate for renewable 
energy as a vital cure for accel-
erating global warming.

In 2006, Gore made the 
groundbreaking documen-
tary “An Inconvenient Truth,” 
which woke up many in this 
country to the growing climate 
crisis. The fi lm won an Oscar 
and played to a global audience 
that desperately needed edu-

cation on the unsustainable 
warming of our planet.

Luckily, just two years after 
the movie debuted, we elected 
an enlightened president who 
took this crisis seriously and 
led the global efforts to slow 
down the destruction of the en-
vironment. President Obama 
negotiated — along with other 
forward-thinking leaders — 
the Paris climate agreement 
that set out a path for a world-
wide effort to switch from fos-
sil fuels to renewable energy 
sources like wind or solar.

But our current orange (not 
green) president and his know-
nothing environmental team is 
trying to undo all the progress 
that has been made thus far.

Even with all the best ef-
forts of the last decade, global 
warming is accelerating faster 
than we feared and is leading to 
extreme weather disasters like 
the typhoon that killed many 
in the Philippines in 2015.

Last week, Gore’s debuted 
the follow-up, a “ An Inconve-
nient Sequel ,” and in it we wit-

ness the painful effects of our 
fossil fuel follies.

We get to see dramatic ex-
amples of Gore’s globe-trotting 
to educate world leaders. More 
importantly, he has trained 
thousands of environmental 
activists over the last decade, 
many of whom are now on the 
front lines of this battle.

All this leaves me feeling 
angry at the Supreme Court. 
Why? Because if it hadn’t un-
fairly tipped the election for 
president in 2000 to Gore’s op-
ponent, we might have been 
able to get ahead of this prob-
lem almost a decade earlier. 

A Gore presidency would’ve 
put climate change in the fore-
front, a much wiser battle than 
the hugely expensive and un-
necessary wars in Iraq and Af-
ghanistan that Bush-Cheney 
bequeathed the planet.

In this era of eroding faith 
in government and our inept 
federal leaders, it’s doubly 
painful to watch a smart, artic-
ulate, well-meaning man like 
Gore work in the shadows to 

A convenient time for an “Inconvenient Sequel”

preserve our planet while Nero 
fi ddles and Rome burns.

Go see “An Inconvenient 
Sequel: Truth to Power.” It’ll 
make you want to get involved 
in the most important crusade 
of this century. You’ll be in-
spired by Gore and the other 
environmental activists who 
are working tirelessly to stem 

the tide which is threatening 
our only home, planet earth.

Tom Allon, president of 
City & State NY, was a Re-
publican and Liberal Party-
backed mayoral candidate in 
2013 before he left to return to 
the private sector. Reach him 
at tallon@cityandstateny.
com.

S SSHOP OUR CLASSIFIED 
PAGES EVERY WEEK AND 

SAVE MONEY

BY TONY SALIMBENE
A quiet and fun summer 

so far?  We hope everyone will 
still remember our service 
members and vets who may 
not be having such a great 
summer. Heard of B.B King?  
Maybe shot a few B.B.s?  I know 
we’ll be doing a B.B. Bingo at 
the VA Hospital on Tuesday, 

August 8, at 5:30 p.m., featur-
ing those little square burg-
ers that seem to taste best at 
1 a.m. (Belly Bombers, get it). 
Thanks donators and volun-
teer servers and Tony who 
loves to call Bingo for some 
strange reason.  Additional 
helpers always welcome.

Cathy P. has a collection 
of letters from the CO of our 
sponsored unit currently de-

ployed.  
Great to see their com-

ments refl ecting the boost 
their morale gets when they 
receive Korony Post packages.

Special thanks to Egidio 
Sementilli for assisting a local 
vet with his A/C thermostat 
during that past heat spell. 
He makes the best Penne a la 

Vodka ever and he does elec-
tric too.

Until next time: As our 
neighborhood continues to 
grow up, we should remem-
ber, as veterans still serving 
America, some of the more se-
rious issues facing us.  Please 
join a civic, community or ho-
meowners association today!

BY PAUL GOLLUSCIO
Hello all!
Another short column this 

week.
First off, congratulations to 

Rena M. Nessler who became 
the commander of the Depart-
ment of New York. She’s from 
the Winnek Post 396 out of On-
tario County and served in the 
Navy. She is retired from the 

VA Medical Center in Canan-
daigua, NY after 42 years 
of Federal service. Go for it 
Rena.

Meanwhile back at the 
post, no big stuff going on. 
We will be at the VA Hospital 
sometime in early September 
for our second BBQ. I’ll give 
you the date next column.

Told ya it was short!!

Trivia Time

The third Avenue bridge 
opened on August 1, 1898.

Columbus set sail for the 
Indies on August 3, 1492.

On August 4, 1882, Lizzie 
Borden took an ax, you know 
the rest.

The fi rst electric traffi c 
light went into use in Cleve-
land, Ohio  on August 5,1914.

The Mayor of Hiroshima 
woke up at 8:16 on August 6, 
1945 to a terrifi c bang. there 

were 78,000 dead. 
The Nagasaki Mayor went 

through the same thing at 
11:02 on August 9, 1945,  this 
noise resulted in 70-80,000 
dead. 

The noises were the A-
bombs.

Keep the troops in your 
prayers, hug a vet and God 
bless.
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After serving the community for 20 years, the Throggs Neck Clipper bid farewell to its many patrons at its Ultimate Bon Voyage Party on Saturday, July 29. The all-night bittersweet affair 
featured music by DJ Ant G and DJ Conor, delicious food and drink and ever-lasting friendship.

THROGGS NECK CLIPPER HOSTS ULTIMATE BON VOYAGE PARTY

The Throggs Neck Clipper owners Eileen (2nd row, 4th from l) and Peadar Tierney (front, c), family, staff and patrons at its farewell party. Photo by Silvio Pacifi co

Wayne Tinan and Katie McCracken met at the Throggs Neck 
Clipper a year ago. Photo by Silvio Pacifi co

(l-r) Top notch bartenders Sally Fardella, Shane Tierney and 
Kaitlin Brown kept the drinks fl owing at the bittersweet 
party. Photo courtesy of Eileen Tierney

Kathleen McElroy (r), who has been with the Clipper since 
day one, with Rita Rafferty a former employee who traveled 
from Florida for the anniversary party. 
 Photo courtesy of Eileen Tierney
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TRAFFIC ACCIDENT AT PAULDING AVENUE

Two people are recovering following a traffi c accident at Paulding Avenue. According 
to a NYPD spokesman, a 27-year-old woman operating a 2012 Volkswagen was driv-
ing southbound on Paulding Avenue on Wednesday, July 23 at 9:05 a.m. When the 
woman attempted to turn left onto East 213rd Street, she collided with a 2014 Ford 
operated by a 38-year-old woman who was traveling northbound on Paulding Avenue 
and attempted a turn left onto East 213rd Street. Both drivers were transported to 
Jacobi Hospital with non-critical injuries.     Photo by Aracelis Batista

District Attorney Darcel D. 
Clark announced that her offi ce will 
host its second annual summons war-
rant forgiveness program in the Bronx, 
inviting residents from all fi ve boroughs 
to clear their records and move on with 
their lives.

The “Another Chance” event, in 
partnership with the Offi ce of Court 
Administration and The Bronx Defend-
ers, will be held on Saturday, August 
5, from 9 a.m. to 4 p.m. at the East-
chester Presbyterian Church, 3154 Fish 
Avenue at the corner of East Gun Hill 
Road in the Baychester section. A re-
source fair also will be held.

Clark said, “This is a way to give 
people “Another Chance” to  remove a 
potential obstacle to employment, citi-
zenship, housing or educational oppor-
tunities. If you have had a minor brush 
with the law such as drinking alcohol 
in public, littering or unlawful posses-
sion of marijuana and did not address 
it, you have a warrant. If you do not 
resolve these warrants, they can ad-
versely affect aspects of your life but 
even more signifi cantly, they can lead 
to arrest and jail time. I urge those who 
are eligible for this warrant forgiveness 
program to clear their records and look 
to a brighter future.”

Supervising Judge for Citywide Ar-
raignments George Grasso said, “On 
behalf of our Chief Judge Janet Di-
Fiore, the Criminal Court of Bronx 
County is proud to participate once 
again in the Bronx District Attorney’s 
“Another Chance” Program. This is an-
other fi ne example of the ability of the 
Criminal Court to work with our part-
ners to effect justice and fairness in 
Bronx County.”

Robyn Mar, Deputy Managing Di-
rector of Criminal Defense Practice 
at the Bronx Defenders, said, “Open 
warrants for low-level summonses af-
fect people’s ability to keep their jobs, 
homes, and even to remain in this 
country with their families. Events like 
this can go a long way toward undo-
ing that harm. We applaud District At-
torney Clark for hosting this amnesty 
program and giving Bronx residents a 
chance to resume their lives without 
the burden of an open warrant and the 
constant fear of arrest.” 

Pastor Phil Tom, of the Eastchester 
Presbyterian Church, said, “East-
chester Presbyterian Church is hon-
ored to work with the Bronx District 
Attorney, the New York City Offi ce of 
Court Administration and other agen-
cies in hosting the Another Chance 

DA Clark’s offi ce hosts summons warrant forgiveness program
event.  It seems appropriate that this 
event will be held in a church building 
where we believe that God provides 
every person with another chance to 
have a good and fruitful life.”

 There are 1.5 million open sum-
mons warrants citywide, 334,000 of 
them in the Bronx.  A mobile court-
room will be created in the Eastchester 
Presbyterian Church with Honorable 
Bahaati Pitt, Criminal Court Judge, pre-
siding, as well as attorneys and staff 
from the Bronx District Attorney’s Of-
fi ce and the Bronx Defenders. District 
Attorney Clark said 500 people at-
tended last year’s event and some 355 
warrants were cleared.

Vendors will be on site providing 
information and resources on jobs, 
health care, and social services.

* * *
The Joint Apprenticeship and 

Training Committee for United 
Cement Masons, Local Union 
#780, will conduct a recruitment from 
Monday, August 28, through Friday, 
September 8, for 15 cement mason 
apprentices, the New York State De-
partment of Labor announced today.

Applications can be obtained at 150-
50 14th Road, Whitestone, NY from 8 
a.m. to 2 p.m., Monday through Friday, 
during the recruitment period. This is 
a limited-application recruitment. The 
recruitment will be offered for 10 busi-
ness days or until 300 applicants are 
reached, whichever comes fi rst. Appli-
cations must be received no later than 
Friday, September 8. 

The Committee requires that appli-
cants:

Must be at least 18 years old. Proof 
will be required after selection and 
prior to indenture.

Must have a high school diploma 
or a high school equivalency diploma 
(such as TASC or GED). Proof will be 
required after selection and prior to in-
denture.

Must be able to read and under-
stand course materials.

Must pass a physical agility test by 
scoring at least a 28 out of 35 possible 
points. The test includes:

Lifting two “legs” (4” X 4” X 8’ lum-
ber, 52 lbs. total weight), placing them 
on a shoulder, carrying them for ap-
proximately 75 feet, and placing them 
neatly back on the fl oor.

Lifting two “ribs” (3” X 4” X 14’ lum-
ber, 79 lbs. total weight), placing them 
on a shoulder, carrying them for ap-
proximately 75 feet, and placing them 
neatly back on the fl oor.

Lifting two “#8 bars” (one-inch di-
ameter steel rods, 85 lbs. total weight), 
placing them on a shoulder, carrying 
them for approximately 75 feet, and 
placing them neatly back on the fl oor.

Lifting one bag of Portland cement 
(94 lbs. total weight), placing it on a 
shoulder, carrying it for approximately 
75 feet, and placing it neatly back on 
the fl oor.

Lifting one rubber concrete pump 
hose (60 lbs. total weight), placing it 
on a shoulder, carrying it for approx-
imately 75 feet, and placing it neatly 

back on the fl oor, one end at a time.
Lifting one steel concrete pump 

pipe (80 lbs. total weight), placing it 
on a shoulder, carrying it for approx-
imately 75 feet, and placing it neatly 
back on the fl oor, one end at a time.

Filling a 16-cubic-foot wheelbarrow 
with ¾” gravel, walking with it for ap-
proximately 50 feet, and dumping it 
neatly back into the original pile.

Must pass a drug test, at the ex-
pense of the sponsor, after selection 
and prior to indenture.

Must provide DD-214, Certifi cate of 
Release or Discharge from Active Duty, 
if applicable, after selection and prior 
to indenture.

For further information, applicants 
should contact their nearest New York 
State Department of Labor offi ce or 
Local Union #780 at (718) 357-3750.

Apprentice programs registered 
with the Department of Labor must 
meet standards established by the 
Commissioner. Under state law, spon-
sors of programs cannot discriminate 
against applicants because of race, 
creed, color, national origin, age, sex, 
disability, or marital status. Women 
and minorities are encouraged to sub-
mit applications for apprenticeship 
programs. 

* * *
Christie L. Houlihan, Bryan J. Houli-

han and James J. Houlihan of Houli-
han Parnes Realtors, LLC, announce 
the placement of a $52.5 million fi rst 
mortgage on the property located at 
2501 Grand Concourse. Upon acqui-
sition in 2001, the owners success-
fully converted the iconic former Al-
exander’s/Caldor’s department store 
on the northwest corner of Fordham 
Road and the Grand Concourse into a 
multi-tenanted retail and offi ce build-
ing. The property, which had been va-
cant for several years, has been fully 
leased since acquisition and anchors 
the major business area and intersec-
tion of Fordham Road and the Grand 
Concourse. 

The loan was placed for a term 
of 10 years on an interest-only basis. 
Houlihan Parnes was able to negotiate 
favorable terms due to the low Loan 
to Value. The property enjoys a robust 
and diverse tenant roster. Main ten-
ants include: PC Richard & Son, Mar-
shalls, Children’s Place, Capital One 
Bank, the City University of New York, 
the U.S. Social Security Administration 
and 1199 SEIU Health Care Training 
and Child Care Center. The borrower 
was represented by Elizabeth Smith of 
Goldberg Weprin Finkel Goldstein, LLP. 
Title was insured by Chicago Title In-
surance Company.

The property is owned by Samuel 
Jemal of JJ Operating, Inc., and mem-
bers of the Jemal family, together with 
James J. Houlihan and members of 
Houlihan Parnes. The property is one 
of two large successful gut renovation 
projects engineered in the Bronx by 
the Houlihan and Jemal families, who 
have partnered together on various 
deals across the New York metropoli-
tan area for three generations.
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Metro Optics Eyewear, 
a community-based busi-
ness serving the Bronx and 
beyond for over 39 years, 
recently announced a new 
chapter in its storied eye-
care technology history: 
3D-printed glasses, fully 
customized to fit patients’ 
facial features and personal 
style preferences. Following 
a complete 3Dscanning, fit-
ting, and customization ses-
sion at Metro’s Westchester 
Square or Throggs Neck lo-
cations, the eyewear is man-
ufactured in the Netherlands 
by Roger Bacon Eyewear and 
fulfilled in three weeks.

“You get measured and 
fi tted for a custom wed-
ding dress or tuxedo that 
you wear once; why not the 

glasses you wear on your 
face every day?” said John 
Bonizio, chief operating offi -
cer and general manager of 
Metro Optics. The Roger Ba-
con system utilizes a propri-
etary 3-D scanning program, 
coupled with size and style 
selections facilitated by Met-
ro’s trained eye care profes-
sionals to ensure a perfect fi t 
for the wearers, as well as the 
desired fashion statement. 
“As a Bronx eye care institu-
tion for nearly four decades, 
as well as an ‘early adopter,’ 
Metro Optics continues to 
add to its portfolio of tech-
nology-based optical services 
in order to provide exclusive 
eyewear offerings you won’t 
fi nd elsewhere in the Bronx 
or most of greater New York 

City,” Bonizio noted.
The 3D-printed eyewear 

will be available at Metro 
Optics’ recently expanded 
location in the Westchester 
Square Business Improve-
ment District, as well as its 
Flagship location in Throggs 
Neck which also boasts a 
Wearable Technology de-
partment featuring various 
Smart Glasses, fitted and 
dispensed by Metro Optics’ 
eye care professionals to en-
sure their safe and effective 
use within the context of the 
company’s optical expertise.

About Metro 

Optics Eyewear

Founded in 1978 by 
Michael T. Ungaro in 
Parkchester, Metro Optics 
has served the Bronx com-

munity with the highest 
quality comprehensive and 
emergency eye care and de-
signer eyewear selections 
for nearly four decades. 
Metro Optics is a frequent 
supporter of community and 
small business initiatives 
and local nonprofits, and 
promotes eye health aware-
ness around the Bronx via 
free vision screening events. 
Metro Optics staff support 
the Bronx advisory board 
of VISIONS/Services for the 
Blind and Visually Impaired 
and serve on the board of the 
Westchester Square Busi-
ness Improvement District, 
and Metro Optics is a long-
time member of the Bronx 
Chamber of Commerce. Its 
practices serve patients 

in Westchester Square, 
Parkchester, Hunts Point, 
and Throggs Neck. In 2015, 
the company was named a 
Top 50 Small Business of 
NYC by 1010 WINS News Ra-
dio.

About Roger Bacon

Roger Bacon Eyewear is a 
Dutch company that is com-
mitted to using digital man-
ufacturing technologies to 
produce eyewear that is both 
beautiful in design and cus-
tom-fitted to the individual’s 
biometrical features.

For further information 
call Sara Bonizio, Metro Op-
tics Eyewear, (800) 230-EYES, 
ext. 209, sarab@metrooptics.
com or Eyenavision, Inc., 
(888) 321-3939, info@eyenavi-
sion.

Tailor-made 3D-printed eyewear at Metro Optics

BY GENE DEFRANCIS
This week we experienced 

another accident at the Bos-
ton Road and Allerton Av-
enue intersection. I don’t 
know how many times we 
have to write about this in-
tersection and the danger it 
poses to our community but 
we are going to keep writing 
about it and keep putting the 
pressure on until something 
is done about it. 

We were told recently a 
design has been put in place 
and will be presented to us in 
the coming months. We look 
forward to reviewing this 
plan and hope that resolves 
our concerns because we 
will not stop until our neigh-
bors feel safe. Please share 
with us your stories and 
concerns regarding this in-
tersection on our Facebook 
page (Allerton International 
Merchants Association Inc.). 
We need more man power to 
get the proper attention and 
response for fixing this in-
tersection.

We hope those involved in 
the accident recover quickly. 
We also want to encourage 
all drivers to always fol-
low traffic lights and take 
your time. Wherever you are 
rushing to go, it is not worth 
the moment in time that 
could be your last.

Everyone is buzzing about 
Tuesday, August 8 which is 
our Candidate Forum at the 
Sanz Banquet Hall, 815 Al-
lerton Avenue. Please RSVP 
and arrive before 7 p.m. so 
we can start on time. Doors 
will open at 6:30 p.m. Candi-
dates for the Council District 
13 will be in attendance to 
answer questions from our 

community. For more infor-
mation visit our Facebook 
page and RSVP at Allerton-
Merchants@gmail.com.

Office closure during 
transitional period as we get 
ready to jumpstart the Busi-
ness Incubator this week-
end. We will start with a 
mini toy store, book store, 
candles and oils, DJ, Crow 
Shay (crotchet work), and art 
work. These are all subject 
to change and we encourage 
more people to step up and 
get involved. If you want to 
start your own business but 
don’t know where to start, 
we don’t promise a miracle 
but we can offer advise and 
point you in the right direc-
tion.

     Listed above are great 
store ideas we would love to 
see in our community. Wish 
us luck as this is a very big 
project with lots of moving 
parts. I think we can get a 
few new stores in our area 
due to this project. We appre-
ciate you support.

It will all be held at 930 
Allerton Avenue now until 
New Years. For more infor-
mation you can contact us at 
AllertonMerchants@gmail.
com.

MAS Productions will be 
assisting us with our ban-
ners and alleyway pavers. 
Please do not feel obligated 
to participate in all of our 
promotional activities. Do 
what you can when you can. 
Things are moving very fast 
and we are ready for it.

Banners will be up in our 
community by the end of this 
year. If your company wants 
to put its logo at the bottom 
of our banner, contact us at 

AllertonMerchants@gmail.
com for rates.

The alleyway paver proj-
ect is also moving forward in 
response to the need for our 
alleyway between Cruger 
and Holland avenues. Years 
ago the homeowners there 
got together to pave the al-
leyway. When it came time 
to pay, the project fell apart.  
So we are stepping forward 
to fundraise and collect to 
restore this location. Paver 
stones will be engraved with 
a brief message of love to 
someone in the community. 
You can represent your fam-
ily name or leave in memo-
riam for a small fee. If in-
terested, send us a message. 
We are gathering quotes for 
this project and when we are 
ready we will contact you 
back.

And in the spirit of re-
pairing our community...

Nara Construction is of-
fering us a  group rate for re-
pairing your front steps and 
or sidewalk.  It’s time for us 
to take some pride in our 
community and put some ef-
fort into your property. We 
are so heartened that we 
have witnessed an increase 
of property maintenance 
this month. Homeowners do-
ing what they can to make 
their property look beauti-
ful. Planting flowers, repav-
ing sidewalks, or pointing 
the bricks.

We can’t be lazy when it 

comes to our community. 
We need everyone to do their 
part. We don’t intend to guilt 
our neighbors into investing 
in their own property but 
quality of life starts at home. 
If you have trash in front of 
your house... tall grass and 
weeds... and a falling fence... 
it sends the wrong message.

We know the difficul-
ties of owning a house. We 
know the taxes are high and 
there’s always someone ask-
ing for a dollar. We are here 
to help anyway we can. We 
don’t want to pressure you 
but strongly encourage you 
... now is the time for an up-
grade. Contact us if you want 
to get involved in a group 
rate throughout the com-
munity and we will contact 
Nara Construction and if 
needed other local construc-
tion companies to package 
a deal to help you afford the 
upgrade. Store front owners 
and homeowners are all wel-
come to participate.

And remember, paving an 
existing grassed curb is not 
allowed and killing/remov-
ing a city tree is illegal. We 
need these areas maintained 
not removed. We need to be 
responsible when it comes 
to leaving dog waste and lit-
ter in these areas. We want 
to encourage all homeown-
ers to plant a tree where pos-
sible.

A greener neighborhood 
is a happier neighborhood.

Finally I want to address 
an issue we are having with 
city workers. We rail and 
complain about graffiti in 
our neighborhood and when 
we look down we see all sorts 
of paint marking on our side-

walks to detect sewer lines 
and other underground fix-
tures. In some communities 
it’s beginning to look like a 
Jackson Pollock painting.

It’s too much. If the city 
needs these permanently 
marked then they need to 
come up with a better solu-
tion for these markings that 
are more appealing. No hom-
eowner wants to walk out of 
there home and constantly 
live with a letter marking 
and arrow on their side-
walk.

Another issue I want to 
bring to our attention. If 
the city had to do important 
work and restored it in hor-
rible condition leaving you 
liable, please let us know.

Case in point, our neigh-
bor two years ago had her 
fire hydrant knocked over. 
They replaced it beautifully 
and put two metal protectors 
on each side to prevent it 
from getting knocked down 
again. When it came time to 
restore the sidewalk, they 
left the crack they made be-
hind and poured tar instead 
of cement.

This is unacceptable. Es-
pecially since if someone 
trips due to this work she is 
responsible. Now she has to 
spend a few thousand dollars 
to fix this mess and restore 
her curb appeal.

If the city does work 
they must restore it to what 
it once was. It wasn’t like 
she had a marble sidewalk. 
It was cement and they re-
placed it with tar.

We need to speak out in 
support of all quality of life 
issues. Our community is 
our business.
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Over 15 $69999QUEEN 
MATTRESSES

 UNDER
+ SAVE

THE TAX†

+ SAVE
THE TAX†

†Sale price of merchandise will be discounted and reduced by an amount equal 
to the amount of sales tax you would have paid on the sale price. Sales tax will 

be assessed on the discounted sale price and added to the total amount payable 
by you for the purchase in accordance with state and local laws. Not valid in 
combination with any other off ers, previous purchases, or on Serta iComfort.

See store for complete details. Off er valid 8/4/17-8/6/17.

$49999

PLUSH COOLING
QUEEN MATTRESS

NO CREDIT 
NEEDED

Minimum purchase of $2,499 with 
your Mattress Firm credit card. 72 
Equal Monthly Payments required. 

APR
FOR

06YEARS*

OR

See store for details.

GET A FREE YETI® WITH 
SELECT PURCHASES.†*

Up to a $299.99 value.

SAVE THE TAX†
+

72 HOUR SALE
FRIDAY - SUNDAY

MF44_NYC_WRAP_8.4_DAILYNEWS_1

IT’S BACK! ONE WEEKEND WASN’T ENOUGH.
FRI-SUN • WHILE SUPPLIES LAST



SLEEP COOL
       &Save

Prices refl ect queen fl at sets with applicable savings. Some models in select stores only.

ALL NEW!
A one-of-a-kind mattress with memory 

foam coils and topped with cooling memory 
foam. Hot nights are a thing of the past.

EXCLUSIVELY AT 

$37 Per Month**†

72 Months 
0% APR*

$259999

Total to Pay

LX510

MF44_NYC_WRAP_8.4_DAILYNEWS_2_3

+ †* & SAVE THE TAX†

$63 Per Month**†

72 Months 
0% APR*

$449999

Total to Pay

$44 Per Month**†

72 Months 
0% APR*

$309999

Total to Pay

LX670LX670



BE COOL
   &Elevate

Blue Touch 1000 Cushion FirmBlue Touch 500 Plush

$39 Per Month**†

72 Months 
0% APR*

$279899

Total to Pay

$37 Per Month**†

72 Months 
0% APR*

$259899

Total to Pay

Blue Touch 100 Firm

$35 Per Month**†

60 Months 
0% APR*

$209899

Total to Pay

IT’S ALL ABOUT 
THAT BASE!

An adjustable base is perfect for
binge-watching your favorite show

or reading a good book.

Prices refl ect queen mattress with L&P 100 queen adjustable. Some models in select stores only.

+ †



MF44_NYC_WRAP_8.4_DAILYNEWS_4

SAVE THE TAX†

+
72 HOUR SALE

FRIDAY - SUNDAY
Prices refl ect 

queen fl at sets. 
Some models in select 

stores only.

EXCLUSIVELY AT 

+ †* & SAVE THE TAX†+ SAVE THE TAX†

EveryDay!
An amazing deal

Visit a store to fi nd out more.

+ †* 

$37 Per Month**†

36 Months 

0% APR*

$1299.99 

Total to Pay

EXCLUSIVELY AT 

Prices refl ect 
queen fl at sets. 

Some models in select 
stores only.

1-800-MAT-FIRM MATTRESSFIRM.COM OVER 3500 STORE LOCATIONSVISIT YOUR NEAREST  | STORE HOURS: MON - SAT 10AM - 8PM • SUN 12PM - 6PM

CO
U

PO
N

***

FREE COOLING

Mattress Protector

FREE COOLING

Luxury Pillows

FREE COOLING BUNDLE
**

UP TO A $399.97 VALUE

Cooling Bundle available with select mattress set purchases of 
$1999.99 and above. 

$42 Per Month**†

72 Months 

0% APR*

$2999.99 

Total to Pay

PILLOW TOP

QUEEN MATTRESS

$

209
99

+  SAVE THE TAX†

$54999

Memory Foam

Queen Mattress

OFF OUR LOW PRICE OF $674.99

SAVE $125

Beat the summer heat 

with our exclusive 

cooling mattresses 

and get a free

cooling bundle.

Minimum purchase of $2,499 with 
your Mattress Firm credit card. 72 
Equal Monthly Payments required. 

APR
FOR

06YEARS*

DON’T WAIT...
OUR LOW PRICE IS GUARANTEED

FOR 100 DAYS OR IT’S FREE††

0% APR: 5 years* with a minimum purchase $1999, 4 years* with a minimum purchase of $1499, 3 years* with a minimum purchase of $1299, 2 years* with a minimum purchase of $999 on your Mattress Firm 
credit card. 60, 48, 36 or 24 equal monthly payments required.  *Off er valid 7/24/17-8/13/17 and applies only to single-receipt qualifying purchases. No interest will be charged on promo purchase and equal monthly 
payments are required equal to initial promo purchase amount divided equally by the number of months in promo period until promo is paid in full. The equal monthly payment will be rounded to the next highest 
whole dollar and may be higher than the minimum payment that would be required if the purchase was a non-promotional purchase. Regular account terms apply to non-promotional purchases. For new accounts: 
Purchase APR is 29.99%; Minimum Interest Charge is $2. Existing cardholders should see their credit card agreement for their applicable terms. Subject to credit approval. **†All monthly payments are rounded up to the nearest 
whole dollar. Monthly payment is based on purchase price alone excluding tax and delivery charges. Credit purchases subject to credit approval. Other transactions may aff ect the monthly payment.
†Save the Tax: Sale price of merchandise will be discounted and reduced by an amount equal to the amount of sales tax you would have paid on the sale price. Sales tax will be assessed on the discounted sale price and added to the total amount payable by you for the purchase in accordance with state and local laws. Not valid in combination with any other off ers, previous 
purchases, or on Serta iComfort or other MAP product purchases. See store for complete details. Off er valid 8/4/17-8/6/17. †*Mattress Firm YETI® Off er: Off er valid 8/4/17-8/6/17. Purchase select mattress sets at $1299.99 and above and receive a Free YETI® gift. Free YETI® breakouts are as follows: Spend $1299.99-$2999.98 and get 1 free YETI® RamblerTM 30oz. tumbler 
(a $39.99 value) or spend $2999.99 or more and get 1 free YETI® Tundra® 35 cooler (in white, a $299.99 value). YETI® products are not available in-store and will be shipped to the purchaser’s home address. Limit of 1 tumbler or cooler per household. Off er has no cash value and cannot be combined with other off ers, coupons, or discounts. Not valid toward mattress set 
purchase, previous purchases, special purchases, furniture or with Groupon. All fl oor samples, clearance and discontinued models are excluded from this off er. Product returns will be less the value of the tumbler ($39.99) or less the value of the cooler ($299.99). Off er available while supplies last, minimum nationwide quantities available are 2000 tumblers and 1000 
coolers. Photography is for illustration purposes only and may not refl ect actual product. See store for complete details. **Mattress Firm Free Cooling Bundle Off er: Purchase select mattress sets at $1999.99 and above and receive a Free Cooling Bundle. Total Cooling Bundle value up to $399.97. Cooling Bundle includes 2 LuxLiving Cooling Pillows (up to a $199.98 Value) 
and a Cooling Mattress Protector (up to a $199.99 value). Cooling Bundle is not available in-store and will be shipped to the purchaser’s home address 7-14 business days from date of purchase. Cooling Bundle has no cash value and cannot be combined with other off ers. Not valid toward mattress set purchase, previous purchases, special purchases, furniture or with 
Groupon. Limited quantities available. Off er valid 7/24/17-8/13/17 or while supplies last. Based on availability, substitutions of particular items may be necessary.  Photography is for illustration purposes only and may not refl ect actual product. See store for complete details. ***Back to School Promo: Off er valid 7/17/17-8/20/17. Receive special savings on select mattresses 
and accessories with valid school i.d. School I.D. applies to valid student, faculty, administrator, or staff  identifi cation card. Has no cash value. Not valid online or on previous purchases. See store for complete details. ††Our Low Price Guarantee: We will beat any advertised price by 10% or your purchase is free if you fi nd the same or comparable mattress set advertised for 
less than your invoiced price within 100 days. Our Low Price Guarantee does not apply to Serta iComfort, clearance merchandise, fl oor models, vendor roll backs/rebates, special purchases, promotional items, door busters or discontinued merchandise. Merchandise off ered for sale on auction sites (i.e. eBay, craigslist, etc.) are excluded. See store for details.  In-store dollar 
savings range from $50-$400. We invite you to ask about any individual prices. Product and selection may vary from store to store. Photography is for illustration purposes only and may not refl ect actual product. Mattress Firm, Inc. strives for accuracy in our advertising, but errors in pricing and/or photography may occur. Mattress Firm reserves the right to correct any 
such errors. Some products are at the manufacturer’s minimum selling price and further reductions cannot be taken. Store hours may vary by location. Unless otherwise indicated, off ers valid 8/4/17-8/6/17 or while supplies last at your local Mattress Firm. See store for complete details.
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YOU’RE INVITED
Union Community Health Center’s 

2017 Open House & Health Fair
Celebrating America’s Health Centers:

The Key to Healthier Communities
UCHC is celebrating National Health Center Week 2017 with an Open House and Health 
Fair at our 2016 Bronxdale location. We invite you to come and learn about all the 
quality, family-centered healthcare services we offer in the neighborhood. Our mission is 
to build a happier and healthier community for every Bronxite! J���������	�
�����������
��
of music, face painting for the kids, health screenings and lots of great giveaways!

Locations:
• Open House:
     Union Community Health Center, 
     2016 Bronxdale Avenue, Suite 301
• Health Fair:
     Between Holland Avenue & Antin Place

Date & Time:
Thursday, August 17
2 pm – 7 pm

For more information, please contact:
718.960.3206 or smuniz@uchcbronx.org

• 260 East 188th Street • 2021 Grand Concourse • 470 Fordham Road
• 4487 Third Avenue • 2101 Quarry Road • 2016 Bronxdale Avenue

718.220.2020                                       www.uchcbronx.org
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Action

Association

Kings Harbor Multicare 
Center, a 720-bed Subacute 
and Long Term Care Facility 
in the Pelham Gardens sec-
tion, initiated its Facebook 
page fi ve years ago on August 
1, 2012. “I thought Facebook 
would be a great way to al-
low resident’s families to see 
the activities and events that 
were going on, as well as mak-
ing staff, and the residents 
themselves, an integral part 
of our Kings Harbor Face-

Kings Harbor’s Facebook celebrates 5th anniversary
book community,” stated So-
cial Media manager and cre-
ator of the page, Lisa Post.

The idea turned out to be 
a fortuitous one. Two months 
later, New York was devas-
tated by Superstorm Sandy, 
and Kings Harbor saved 28 
evacuees from Far Rockaway 
nursing homes. The relatives 
of these new residents, as 
well as Kings Harbor’s own 
residents, were able to follow 
in real time what was hap-

pening at the facility. “We 
were hit hard, lost power and 
phone lines, but we were run-
ning on emergency genera-
tors,” stated Post. “It allowed 
family members to know that 
their loved ones were okay. 
Peace of mind means a lot in 
a case like that and the Face-
book page was a way for us 
to communicate. It allowed 
them to know that their loved 
ones were warm, healthy and 
well cared for.” 

Since that time, the page 
has helped a resident to post 
with his children and grand-
children in another country, 
several of which he had never 
seen before. Kings Harbor 
also continued their Adult 
Education classes, which now 
includes computer/ipad skills 
to teach the residents Face-
book and Skyping, amongst 
other skills. The popularity 
of the page has grown from 
0 to 426 followers, with an 

outreach of several hundred 
thousand, going all the way 
from The Bronx to the Philip-
pines. 

“We receive nothing but 
praise from family members, 
staff, residents, physicians, 
etc. for our page and I am 
looking forward to the next 5 
years,” says Post. 

To check out the Kings 
Harbor Facebook page, visit 
http://fb.com/kingsharbor-
multicarecenter 

R.A.I.N. Total Care, Inc. 
board member, Lucia Alfano, 
RN, MA, received the “Nurse 
of the Year” Award by the Na-
tional Association of Hispanic 
Nurses (NAHN) at the Na-
tional Conference in Phoenix, 
Arizona on Friday, July 21.  

The NAHN Nurse of the 

National Association of Hispanic Nurses  names ‘Nurse of the Year’
Year Award is for a nurse who 
is a member and who has de-
veloped a creative and innova-
tive program, intervention, or 
strategy in one of the following 
areas:  Improving the quality 
of health care in the Hispanic 
community, recruitment, re-
tention, professional career 

development, and NAHN orga-
nizational development at the 
national level.

A nurse leader is recog-
nized on a national level, and 
our Lucia has been identifi ed 
as someone who has improved 
the health care of the Hispanic 
community across the life 

span, birth to end-of-life, in any 
health care environment, and 
for innovation, creativity, lead-
ership and advocacy.

Lucia is thankful for this 
beautiful honor.  “This award 
means a lot to me because I am 
receiving it because of you – my 
colleagues and friends. I never 

imagined being recognized as 
nurse of the year for just doing 
what I love.”  She is preparing 
to enter the doctoral program 
at Columbia University.

For more information call 
Dr. Anderson Torres, (718) 892-
5520 or DrTorres@raintotal-
care.org.

Join Bronx Jewish Cen-
ter’s next community Shab-
bat dinner at 1969 Haight Av-
enue, to be held on Friday, 
August 4, starting at 7 p.m. 

The special theme for that 

Bronx Jewish Center’s community Shabbat dinner
evening will be Shabbat  in 
Jamaica. Yes, Jamaica! All 
of your favorite Jamaican 
dishes will take center stage! 

 RSVP to let the center 
know you are coming .

“No, it isn’t all about the 
food,” said Rabbi Pewzner 
of the Bronx Jewish Center. 
“What is important is that 
the community joins together 
and welcomes the start of the 

Shabbat. It will be a beautiful 
time for everyone. Please join 
us. We look foward to welcom-
ing you.”

The dinner is free of 
charge and all are welcome 

to join!
For information visit-

www.BronxJewishCenter.
org or offi ce@bronxjewish-
center.org, or call (718) 812-
1701.

BY FRANK V. VERNUCCIO, JR.
The recent action by 9th 

Circuit U.S. Judge Derrick 
Watson limiting President 
Trump’s travel ban has im-
plications far more broad 
than that affecting a single 
executive order.

Tolerating a judge (from 
the Circuit which has more of 
its decisions overturned than 
any other) who issued a rul-
ing that conforms to his polit-
ical preferences rather than 
legal precedent or statutory 
and constitutional law under-
mines the entire concept of an 
impartial legal system.

The lack of legal merit in 
Judge Watson’s decision is 
clear.

As noted in the Daily Caller 
regarding a prior 9th Circuit 
ruling on the travel ban “The 
power over immigration is 
exclusively reserved to the 
Congress, and its power is 
plenary, which means total, 
complete and unreviewable. 
Congress delegated certain 
powers to restrict immigra-
tion to the President by enact-
ing 8 U.S.C. § 1182(f), which 
says that when the President 

(any president) ‘fi nds that the 
entry of any aliens or of any 
class of aliens into the United 
States would be detrimental 
to the interests of the United 
States,’ he is authorized to 
‘suspend the entry of all 
aliens or any class of aliens 
as immigrants or nonimmi-
grants, or impose on the en-
try of aliens any restrictions 
he may deem to be appropri-
ate.’ Having granted this au-
thority to the President, only 
Congress can revoke it and 
no federal court, not even 
the Supreme Court has the 
power to interfere in that 
presidential authority short 
of challenging the constitu-
tional power of Congress to 
delegate certain of its plenary 
powers over immigration to 
the President. It is simply 
not within the power of any 
state to interfere with such a 
presidential decision, as im-
migration-control advocates 
found during Obama’s tenure 
in offi ce. Obama did exactly 
the opposite, he ordered our 
border patrol offi cers not to 
deny entry to any aliens who 
illegally entered the United 

States, and when Arizona and 
other states challenged this 
policy in court on exactly the 
same sort of grounds of detri-
mental impacts to the people 
of Arizona caused by ram-
pant and uncontrolled illegal 
immigration, Obama simply 
invoked the plenary federal 
power over immigration pol-
icy and did nothing to secure 
our borders.”

Lawnewz described the 
appropriate criticism, by fi ve 
respected jurists, of a prior 
9th Circuit Court decision. 
They pointed out the deep le-
gal problems with travel-ban 
related actions of the 9th Cir-
cuit, including “its a-histo-
ricity, it’s abdication of prec-
edent, and its usurpation of 
Constitutionally delegated 
Presidential rights…claim-
ing a consular offi cer must 
be deferred to more than 
the President of the United 

States; claiming fi rst amend-
ment rights exist for foreign-
ers when the Supreme Court 
twice ruled otherwise; the 
claim that people here could 
claim a constitutional right 
for someone else to travel 
here, a decision specifi cally 
rejected by the Supreme 
Court just a year ago…They 
go on to identify other ‘obvi-
ous’ errors. [the decision]…
’never once mentioned’ the 
most important statutory au-
thority: section 1182(f) of title 
8…[as well as failing to refer 
to] the important Presiden-
tial power over immigration 
that all courts, Congress, and 
the Constitution expressly 
and explicitly gave him in all 
of its prior precedents.”

Stream.org  points out 
that  “…the politicization 
of the courts was one of 
the most profound actions 
of the Obama Administra-
tion.” The publication em-
phasized that “Sen. Charles 
Schumer (D-NY) gloated in 
2014, ‘one of the most pro-
found changes this Congress 
made was fi lling the bench’ 
with Obama’s appointments 

of federal judges. He went on: 
‘This will affect America for 
a generation, long after the 
internecine battles on legis-
lative issues are forgotten…
Obama got 329 federal judges 
appointed to the circuit and 
district courts, all lifetime 
appointments.”

In an excellent analysis 
in the Daily Wire, Ben Sha-
piro  notes that the logic be-
hind the various 9th Circuit 
decisions could invalidate 
“virtually all immigration 
law…The Court also seems to 
establish a brand new inter-
est not found in the Constitu-
tion—protecting the due pro-
cess rights of illegal aliens, a 
right that doesn’t exist.”

Joseph Klein, in de-
scribing an initial 9th cir-
cuit travel ban ruling, com-
mented in Front Page that  
“… therein lies the heart of 
the matter.  This is not a rul-
ing of law, it’s a statement 
of political opposition to the 
winner of the 2016 election, a 
piecemeal attempt to impose 
the personal views of 9th Cir-
cuit judges over the lawful 
results of an election.”
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The 41st Precinct Auxiliary saluted sergeant Charles Irizarry and police for their dedication to serving their community at its annual Appreciation Dinner on Wednesday, July 26 at St. 
Vincent De Paul Nursing Home Garden.

41ST PRECINCT AUXILIARY HOSTS APPRECIATION DINNER

NYPD police offi cers and Auxiliary police offi cers congratulated honoree Maria Cancel 
(front, r) on her success. Photo by Silvio Pacifi co

It’s all in the family for award recipient Auxiliary sergeant Charles Irizarry (r), his wife and 
son Auxiliary police offi cers Fabia and Christopher Irizarry. Photo by Silvio Pacifi co

Devontae Bynumi (r), who has type 1 diabe-
tes, enjoyed an activity-packed education 
day at the Bronx Zoo. 
 Photo courtesy of Montefi ore Health System

Children with diabetes who receive care at 
the Children’s Hospital at Montefi ore en-
joyed the sixth annual Educational Day on 
Tuesday, July 25 at the Bronx Zoo.

CHAM DIABETES 
PATIENTS ENJOY 
EDUCATION DAY

Assemblyman Benedetto (front, c) recently met with Mercy College students. 
 Photo courtesy of Assemblyman Michael Benedetto’s Offi ce

Assemblyman Michael Benedetto met with Mercy College students to discuss college accessibility, college courses, fi nancial aid and stu-
dent assistance as well as the importance of furthering education for their futures.

ASSEMBLYMAN BENEDETTO VISITS MERCY COLLEGE STUDENTS

Hatch (front, c) was honored at a retirement party for 
her many years of community service. 
 Photo courtesy of Carmen Figueroa

The 46th Precinct Community Council recently honored 
their longtime president Louella Hatch at a retirement 
party. Hatch passed away on Monday, July 24 and is 
best remembered for her dedicated service to both the 
precinct community and Community Board 5.

46TH PRECINCT
COMMUNITY  COUNCIL

HONORS HATCH
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Arturo O’Farrill and the BLITZ Ensemble gave an energetic concert performance. 
 Photo by Miriam Quin

Arturo O’Farrill and the BLITZ, a Bronx-based Latin jazz ensemble, collaborated with beat-
boxer, rapper and educator Baba Israel for an incredible musical showcase in front of Casita 
Maria Center for Arts and Education on Thursday, July 27.

CONCERT PERFORMED AT CASITA MARIA

Assemblyman Michael Benedetto (back, l), Uncle Morty (back, c), John Doyle (back, r) and 
local children enjoyed Pearly Gates Summer Camp’s puppet show. 
 Photo courtesy of Sandi Lusk

Pearly Gates Summer Camp celebrated its annual grand opening ceremony on Saturday, 
July 22 with Uncle Morty’s puppet show at Pearly Gates Playground.

PEARLY GATES SUMMER CAMP OPENS

Assemblyman Benedetto (c) gave free rain barrels to Gene Valesio (l) and Jimmy Gehard. 
 Photo by Fernando Justiniano

Assemblyman Michael Benedetto sponsored a rain barrel giveaway on Saturday, July 22 
inside the Greek American Institute’s parking lot. NYC Department of Environmental Protec-
tion provided 100 free rain barrels for local residents to enjoy the benefi ts of green living.

BENEDETTO HOSTS RAIN BARREL GIVEAWAY

TV personalities Miguel Bedoy (2nd row, 4th from l), Darlene Rodriguez (2nd row, 5th from l) 
and Michael Gargiulo (front, 3rd from r) with Boys and Girls Club of America executives and 
members; executives from NBC 4, Telemundo 47 and Raymour and Flanigan. 
 Photo by Silvio Pacifi co

The fi rst-ever Supporting Our Schools / Apoyando A Nuestras Escuelas school supply drive 
was held by NBC 4 New York/WNBC, Telemundo 47 New York/WNJU and Raymour and Flani-
gan on Saturday, July 29 at 2264 Bartow Avenue to collect backpacks, notebooks, folders, 
pens and other school supplies for students in need at 47 Raymour and Flanigan locations 
across the Tri-State area.

RAYMOUR & FLANAGAN COLLECT SCHOOL SUPPLIES

(front, l-r) Neighborhood Coordination police offi cers 
Batista-Fernandez and Paulino and sergeant Markert 
discussed such topics as loud music being play late at 
night and in the park, teen-police relations, children 
recklessly riding bicycles in middle of the street, un-
derage drinking and a traffi c light for Balcom Avenue. 
 Photo by Aracelis Batista

Throggs Neck residents had the chance to meet one-
one-one with Police Service Area 8 Neighborhood Co-
ordination police offi cers Josélyn Paulino and Stepha-
nie Batista-Fernandez at a Meeting Your Neighborhood 
Coordination Offi cers’ Neighborhood Safety on Tues-
day, July 25 at Kips Bay Boys and Girls Club.

RESIDENTS MEET
NEIGHBORHOOD POLICE
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Councilwoman Vanessa Gibson (front, l) and Assemblywoman Joyner (front, 2nd from l) 
honored Ladder Company 44 and Battalion 17 for their bravery and professionalism. 
 Photo courtesy of Assemblywoman Latoya Joyner’s Offi ce

Assemblywoman Latoya Joyner recognized the bravery and extraordinary service of Lad-
der Company 44 and Battalion 17 fi rst responders on Thursday, July 27. Joyner presented a 
proclamation to the fi refi ghters for rescuing residents endangered by a College Avenue fi re 
this past March that affected multiple families.

JOYNER HONORS LADDER 44, BATTALION 17

Assemblywoman Joyner (front, 4th from r) presented a hefty ceremonial check to Morris 
Heights Health Center. Photo courtesy of Assemblywoman Latoya Joyner’s Offi ce

Assemblywoman Latoya Joyner successively allocated $1 million in state funding to sup-
port the construction of a new community health center in Highbridge. Operated by Morris 
Heights Health Center, the 3,900-square-foot community-based health center at 1227 E. L. 
Grant Highway will emphasize bringing medical services to local underserved families.

ASSEMBLYWOMAN JOYNER FUNDS
HIGHBRIDGE HEALTH CENTER

Members of the Edgewater Park Social and Welfare Association gave away school supplies ranging from pencils and backpacks to clothes.
 Photo by Silvio Pacifi co

Zayra Pentenrieder (l) and Anibal Vargas dis-
tributed these cool backpacks for students. 
 Photo by Silvio Pacifi co

With summer vacation winding down, the Edgewater Park Social and Welfare Association distributed brand new school supplies for local children on Tuesday, July 25.

EDGEWATER PARK DISTRIBUTES SCHOOL SUPPLIES

(l-r) Sinay Calderon, Cara Palompelli and 
Mike Pagano enjoyed some summertime 
fun. Photo by Silvio Pacifi co

(l-r) Senator Jeff Klein, Franco and Katerina 
Covino, Brigida and Gaetano Sterraino and 
Assemblyman Mark Gjonaj were excited to 
celebrate this year’s Fairfax Avenue Block 
Party. Photo by Silvio Pacifi co

Fairfax Avenue residents enjoyed some fun 
in the sun at their annual summer block 
party on Saturday, July 29 at Fairfax Avenue 
between Waterbury and Baisley avenues.

FAIRFAX AVENUE 
SUMMER BLOCK 

PARTY
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THE THROGGS

3602/3604 East Tremont Avenue  

Check Out These
Stores In The

Throggs Neck Mall!

TAILS ARE WAGGIN' AND PETS ARE BRAGGIN'

3604 A E.Tremont Ave.

347-680-5921 347-680-5929
ALL SERVICES BY APPOINTMENT ONLY

$300OFF
WITH COUPON ONLY

AUGUST SPECIAL: DOOGIE SPA TREATMENT
POODLE, HAVANESE AND SCHNAUZER
INCLUDES BATH WITH OATMEAL SHAMPOO AND OATMEAL CONDITIONER

HAIR TRIM, NAILS CUT AND EARS CLEANED

$50Starting
At

AMSTERDAM AIR COOLING

212-787-7700

   Commercial $ Residential

    upon request

LUNCH 
SPECIALS

HAPPY 
HOUR

COMING SOON
Angelo Gonzalez 

licensed Real Estate Agent 

off: 917-803-2589

cell: 347-961-5394

fax: 718-823-2820

CORE REALTY FAMILY

3602 A EAST TREMONT AVENUE
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See what the Throggs Neck Mall is all about!
You can sit and dine in our cozy courtyard. NECK MALL

Offi ce/Retail Space Available in the Mall Call 917-232-2375

(2nd Floor) Suite 204

Lessons on all Instruments
Beginners & Intermediate

Repairs, Recordings, Video

Live Bands
Disc Jockeys Available
Call 646-261-0170
    or 646-331-9707
for free consultation or
www.justnutsmusic.net

Want to play an instrument?
Just Nuts Music School

THE STYLIST &
THE BARBER
The Throggs Neck Mall
3602 E. Tremont Avenue
Bronx, NY 10465

718-684-1191

Chair Rental
Looking for stylist, barbers and/or nail tech with a following

Laser Hair Removal 
IPL Facial 

Chemical Peel 
Balayage Brazilian Blowout 
Spring & Summer Special 

We specialize in:
Color Correction 
Hair Extensions 

Stylist: Jen  Barber: JayWOMEN MEN

718-684-1191

50% 
First Color 
ServiceOFF

Mention This Ad
And Receive

10% 

OFF

follow us on Instagram
and Facebook 

COMING SOON-MICRO BLADING
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Boston Road R.A.I.N. Center elders were excited to hear what Del Valle and Gjonaj had to say. 
 Photo by Silvio Pacifi co

OATH commissioner judge Fidel F. Del Valle 
(l), chief administrative law, met with As-
semblyman Gjonaj before the conference. 
 Photo by Silvio Pacifi co

Assemblyman Mark Gjonaj and NYC Offi ce of Administrative Trials and Hearings commissioner Fidel F. Del Valle hosted a conference on Friday, July 28 to announce OATH’s Court’s Educa-
tion for Seniors program at Regional Aid for Interim Needs, Inc. Boston Road Center.

ASSEMBLYMAN GJONAJ, OATH HOST COURTESY CONFERENCE

Melinda William went for a wild ride down 
the giant infl atable slide. 
 Photo by Walter Pofeldt

The Griswold Avenue Block Party’s organizers and guests enjoyed a wealth of fun activities. 
 Photo by Walter Pofeldt

Griswold Avenue residents enjoyed some much needed summertime fun at its seventh annual summer block party on Saturday, July 29 at Griswold Avenue between MacDonough and 
Dwight places.

GRISWOLD AVENUE SUMMER BLOCK PARTY

Senator Klein (c), principal Brenda Daniels (back, c), faculty members, parents and students called on AMTRAK and NYC DOT to replace a 
rusty, jagged fence next to the school. Photo courtesy of Senator Jeff Klein’s Offi ce

Senator Jeff Klein held a press conference 
outside of the Bronx Charter School of the 
Arts on Tuesday, July 25 calling on AMTRAK 
and NYC Department of Transportation 
to replace a hazardous fence outside the 
school. The rust, jagged fence attached to 
a concrete wall separating a dead end block 
where the school is located from the adja-
cent AMTRAK train tracks has jeopardized 
the safety of students since it was damaged 
during Hurricane Sandy. Neither agency has 
taken ownership of the fence since it was 
damaged.

KLEIN: FIX CHARTER 
SCHOOL FENCE
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Abdul Milton (back, 2nd from l), associate director of Marketing; Victor Bell (front, 3rd from l); Councilwoman Vanessa Gibson (fron, c) and 
Senator Gustavo Rivera (front, 4th from r) cut the ribbon in front of the new MetroPlus center. Photo by Aracelis Batista

Keinis Tejeda (l) and Zoe Reyes celebrated 
MetroPlus’ grand opening in style! 
 Photo by Aracelis Batista

MetroPlus Health Plan celebrated the grand 
opening of its new center at 227A E. 167th 
Street with a ribbon-cutting ceremony on 
Friday, July 28.

METROPLUS OPENS IN
 MORRISANIA CENTER

PAL boys and girls beat the heat with some aquatic fun in the streets. 
 Photo by Ben Asen

Bronx PAL boys and girls enjoyed celebrating the summer season together in Harlem. 
 Photo by Ben Asen

Girls and boys from the Bronx joined hundreds of children at the Police Athletic League’s Harlem Center on Tuesday, July 18 in celebration of PAL’s city-wide Summer Programs. Youngsters 
enjoyed fun and games including double dutch jump rope, nok hockey, hopscotch, tug-of-war, face-painting, balloon making, sports and rock climbing. 

YOUNGSTERS CELEBRATE PAL’S SUMMER PROGRAMS

‘The Treasure of Hart Island’ author, Mike Monahan (r) with 
family and supporters (l-r) JoAnn Lowe, his agent Jimmy 
Aghey, Marjorie Haggerty, his sister Denise Monahan and 
John Murphy. Photo by Silvio Pacifi co

Retired NYPD detective and Country Club-based author Mike 
Monahan held a book signing at the Wicked Wolf on Satur-
day, July 29 to promote his newest novel, ‘The Treasure of 
Hart Island.’

DET. MONAHAN BOOK
SIGNING AT WICKED WOLF
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(l-r) Janet Bliss, Archdiocese of New York Drug Abuse Prevention Program Community Programs coordinator; Senator Klein and Steven 
Fusco, NYS Offi ce of Alcoholism and Substance Abuse Services Intake coordinator provided residents life-saving advice. 
 Photo by Silvio Pacifi co

Patricia Higgins has already used an over-
dose rescue kit to save her son. She urged 
everyone to have a kit because it’s easy and 
may save a life. Photo by Silvio Pacifi co

Senator Jeff Klein, NYS Offi ce of Alcoholism and Substance Abuse Services, City Island Civic Association and Throggs Neck Community Actions Partnership sponsored a free Naloxone 
Training-Learning to Save a Life conference on Thursday, July 27 in City Island.

SENATOR JEFF KLEIN, OASAS SPONSOR NALOXONE TRAINING

The Bronx Scuba Club went to great depths to advertise their organization. 
 Photo courtesy of Stevan Lynn

(l-r) Joining the adventure were Dr. Daniel Ulysse, Mike Mashack, John Chu, coach Stevan 
Lynn, Johnny Richardson, Kwasi Pecou and Princeton Mashack. Not pictured: Alex Alicea and 
Sarina Elliott. Photo courtesy of Stevan Lynn

The Bronx Scuba Club’s recent diving excursion off the Montrouis coast line on the island of Haiti, found exquisite sites both on land and beneath the sea featuring the famed Tina D wreck, 
La Gonaives Island coral reef, along with the moving Musée Ogier-Fombrun Museum.

BRONX SCUBA CLUB EXPLORES HAITI BY LAND & SEA

(l-r) Three of a Kind’s John Merjave, lead singer and guitarist; Mick Redmond, bassist and 
John Mullane, drummer were ready to rock the crowd. Photo by Fernando Justiniano

Despite the rainy weather, Three 
of a Kind gave a crowd pleasing 
performance for concert goers on 
Saturday, July 22 at the Schuyler 
Hill Civic Association’s Under the 
Stars Concert.

THREE OF 
A KIND 

PERFORMS 
AT SHCA

The Hyland Family were excitied to see Three of a Kind 
perform. Photo by Fernando Justiniano
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Klein (2nd row, c); event organizer Monique Johnson (back, l), Throggs Neck Resident Coun-
cil president and Police Service Area 8 police offi cers congratulated the young players. 
 Photo courtesy of Senator Jeff Klein’s Offi ce

Senator Klein (3rd from l) presented a hefty ceremonial check to Stand Up to Violence’s 
pastor Jay Gooding (2nd to l), director of community outreach. 
 Photo courtesy of Senator Jeff Klein’s Offi ce

Senator Jeff Klein presented $100,000 in state funding to Stand Up to Violence on Sunday, July 23 during the Throggs Neck Resident Council’s basketball tournament at Ferry Point Park.

SENATOR KLEIN FUNDS STAND UP TO VIOLENCE

The Bambazo Dance Company had everyone dancing to the beat of their drums. 
 Photo by Walter Pofeldt

The City Parks Foundation’s SummerStage show on Thursday, July 27 at St. Mary’s Park featured modern, folk, 
fl amenco and house dance from Bronx artists. 

SUMMERSTAGE CONCERT AT ST. MARY’S PARK

(l-r) Siblings Rudy, Kiara and Nayla enjoyed the arts and crafts supplied 
by Bloomberg. Photo courtesy of Montefi ore Health System

Children spending the summer days hospitalized at the Children’s Hospi-
tal at Montefi ore enjoyed the annual luau coordinated by the Child Life 
Department on Thursday, July 27.

CHAM PATIENTS ENJOY LUAU
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POT of GOLD
Sherbee Antiques is a family-owned business that has been 

serving the tri-state area for over 60 years. 
We buy from the full contents of homes and estates 

to single items. We specialize in high-end goods such as 
antiques, art, fi ne porcelain, lighting, bronzes and sculptures. 

We have particular interest in fi ne jewelry, timepieces, 
diamonds, gold and silver. 

If you call we will come to you, free of charge, and evaluate 
what you are selling. We know the value of your possessions 
and are willing to pay top dollar on the spot. Please feel free 
to call seven days a week for a free same day consultation.

You may be sitting on a large fortune. 
Call Sherbee Antiques. They’ll tell you how much.

CALL TODAY 917-748-7622 OR 718-762-7448 
You’ll be glad you did.

Sherbee  Antiques
Est. 1940

• New York Botanical Garden Programs And Highlights..................55

• Do You Remember - Aircraft And The Bronx...................................53

Wave Hill’s Summer Thursdays
Upcoming Wave Hill events:
Thursday, August 10: Evening Gar-

den Walk: Enjoy an evening stroll in 
the gardens with a Wave Hill Garden 
guide. 

Thursday, August 10: Evening Yoga:  
Participants should bring a mat, dress 
appropriately and expect to be outside 
unless precipitation or excessive hu-
midity occurs. Classes are offered in 
partnership with Yoga Haven. 

Thu,rsday August 10: Bat Walk: 
Creatures of the Night: Take an eve-
ning walk with naturalist Paul Keim 
to hear how bats, crickets, frogs and 
other creatures use sound to navigate 
the nighttime landscape. Use eyes and 
ears—and an echo-locator (electronic 
device)—to search for bats as they 
skim the evening sky in search of in-
sects. Don’t forget your fl ashlight! 

Saturday, August 12; Sunday, Au-
gust 13: Family Art Project: Fishy Fun: 
Focus on friends with fi ns, especially 
those popular goldfi sh swimming in 
Wave Hill’s Aquatic Garden. Turn col-
orful paper bags into fantastic 3-D fi sh 

that can swim through the air and fl ut-
ter home with you.

Saturday, August 12; Sunday Au-
gust 13: Garden Highlights Walk: Join 
in for an hour-long tour of seasonal 
garden highlights. 

Saturday, August 12: Gallery Tour: 
Wave Hill’s Curatorial Fellow leads 
a tour of the summer exhibitions in 
Glyndor Gallery. Flora Fantastica! 
shows the work of four artists who 
share an interest in using pattern 
derived from cultural and botani-
cal sources to create fantastic hybrid 
forms. Nancy Blum, Amy Cheng and 
Elisabeth Condon each has an entire 
room for their paintings. Jill Parisi 
creates an installation for the entry 
foyer. In the Sunroom Project Space, 
Jan Mun combines digital and liv-
ing media to explore the movement 
of plant species and the immigrant 
experience, while a window installa-
tion by David Rios Ferreira contains 
drawings and collages with cartoon-
inspired characters, along with his-
torical, cultural and contemporary 

pop references. 
Sunday, August 13: Summer Bird-

ing: Naturalist Gabriel Willow con-
tributes his extensive knowledge of di-
verse bird species and their behavior 
on these captivating walks through 

the gardens and woodlands. Observe 
the plants, insects and habitats at 
Wave Hill.

Wave Hill is located at 675 West 
252nd Street. For more information 
call (718) 549-3200 ext. 232.

Wave Hill Summer Thursdays.                                                        Photo courtesy of Stephanie Berger
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Family Owned & Operated for over 60 years

Aircraft and the Bronx
Every time I open Nick Di 

Brino’s book, “The History of 
the Morris Park Racecourse 
and the Morris Family,” I fi nd 
some interesting fact that had 
eluded me prior thereto. This 
time, I came across Dr. Wil-
liam Greene, a family dentist 
(1872-1952), who lived a rather 
quiet life off the Peace River 
in Alberta, Canada after re-
locating from Ohio. Aside 
from dentistry, Dr. Greene 
practiced medicine and was 
a world-renowned aviator. He 
was among the fi rst to fl y and 
the very fi rst to fl y with three 
people on board. His plane, 
seen here, was the fi rst to take 
passengers over Morris Park.

While thinking of Dr. 
Greene and aviation, I real-
ized that I was more concerned 
with planes descending rather 
than rising since landing can, 
of course, be far more diffi -
cult than actually fl ying. That 
thought led to the even more 
interesting concept of para-
chuting. The term parachute 
comes from a combination of 
the the Greek word paracete 
meaning to protect from a fall 
and the French word chute 
meaning fall. The word was 

coined in 1785 by Francois 
Blanchard. 

Parachutes are designed to 
slow an object or person down 
by 75% while in the air; they 
actually must do this in order 
to be categorized as a para-
chute. Having been around as 
early as the 1470s, parachutes 
have come a long way. The de-
scending chutes are specifi -
cally the ones that slow you 
down, while the ascending 
chutes are “paragliders” that 
keep you in air. Landing both 
is no easy feat. Having grown 
in popularity recently, peo-
ple can go skydiving in many 
nearby places. For instance, 
in 2010, eight military men 
landed in Yankee Stadium in 
celebration of Military Appre-
ciation Day.

Getting back to the con-
cept of fl ying, the last column 
I wrote based on Nick’s book 
was about the Rice Riggs Air-
ship. It’s important to point 

out that an airship was, and 
to some extent still is, called a 
zeppelin. It gets its name from 
Count Ferdinand von Zeppelin, 
a German who invented this 
very successful, rigid design 
of an airship early in the 20th 
century. The name zeppelin is, 
of course, patented under his 
name and is a term still used 
today by many old-timers. 

Zeppelins were used for 
commercial fl ights, carry-
ing passengers from 1910 on. 
They were also used in World 
War I as bombers and for sur-
veillance. With the end of that 
war, Hugo Eckener, Count Fer-
dinand von Zeppelin’s succes-
sor, saw to it that zeppelins 
continued to be fl own. They 
crossed the Atlantic Ocean 
in the 1930s and hoped to use 
the 102nd fl oor of the Empire 
State Building as a landing 
dock. Due to the size of the 
building and the updrafts that 
size caused, this was not pos-

sible. After a few more years 
of travel, and the Hindenburg 
disaster of 1937, zeppelins dis-
continued fl ight. 

For an idea of what a zep-
pelin would have looked like, 
picture a blimp. The original 
zeppelins and what we know 

blimps to look like today are 
similar in shape. Aside from 
their appearance though, they 
are actually extremely differ-
ent. Zeppelins were rigid air-
ships with a light-alloy frame 
while blimps are non-rigid 
with no internal structure. 

Dr. Greene’s bi-plane was the fi rst to carry passengers over Morris Park.

REPRINTED FROM 11/1/2012
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“Look as beautiful as you are….”

FillersBotox

Offering
the latest in

Laser Hair Removal     

Botox   

Fillers 

Scleratherapy 

Skin Peel

Electrolysis

Hormone Replacement Therapy

hCG Weight Loss Program

Important Safety Information
What is KYBELLA®
KYBELLA® is a prescription medi-
cine used in adults to improve the 
appearance and profile of moderate 
to severe fat below the chin (submen-
tal fat), also called “double chin.” It 
is not known if KYBELLA® is safe 
and effective for use outside of the 
submental area and in children less 
than 18 years of age
Please see additional Important 
Safety Information inside.

Bothered by the 
fullness* beneath 

your chin?

Got Hair?
M E DIC A L  A E S TH E TIC S

3611A East Tremont Ave., Bronx, NY
347-281-5576

The New York Botanical Gar-

den, Bronx River Parkway (Exit 7W) 
at Fordham Road, will offer the fol-
lowing programs:

CHIHULY, through October 29: 
Artworks by world-renowned art-
ist Dale Chihuly will be on view at 
NYBG in his first major garden ex-
hibition in New York in more than 
ten years. CHIHULY, presented by 
Bank of America, will showcase ap-
proximately 20 installations and 
include drawings and early works 
that reveal the evolution and devel-
opment of Chihuly’s artistic process 
during his celebrated career. Set 
within NYBG’s landmark landscape 
and buildings, this sensory-filled 
exhibition is a must-see throughout 
the changing seasons from spring 
through fall.

 The garden’s dramatic vistas be-
come living canvases for work cre-
ated specifically for NYBG, show-
casing Chihuly’s signature organic 
shapes in brilliant colors. Among 
the singular sights, a new monu-
mental work inspired by his storied 
1975 Artpark installation will en-
liven the water features of the Native 
Plant Garden and the Enid A. Haupt 
Conservatory Courtyard’s Tropical 
Pool, reflecting the interplay and 
movement of color and light.

 Saturday, August 12 and Sunday, 
August 13; 1 to 4 p.m.: Spend the day 
exploring the beauty of Chihuly’s 
glass sculptures and see live glass 
fire working demonstrations. Re-
lax to live music on the Conserva-
tory Lawn and stay cool with treats 
and refreshments available for pur-
chase.

Saturday, August 12 and Sunday, 
August 13; 10 a.m to 5 p.m.: Short 
films offer an intimate look at Dale 
Chihuly’s creative process, revis-
iting earlier themes and exploring 
new ideas that inspire the continued 

evolution of his work.
What in the World is a Herbar-

ium?, through October 29: With more 
than 7.8 million preserved speci-
mens, the William and Lynda Steere 
Herbarium is the largest herbarium 
in the Western Hemisphere. This ex-
hibition celebrates the Steere Her-
barium as the centerpiece of the Gar-
den’s botanical research program, 
and a priceless resource for schol-
ars from around the world. Through 
this exhibition, learn how Garden 
scientists are working to study and 
save the plants of the world.

Nature’s Sculptures, Saturday, 
August 12 and Sunday, August 13; 
10 a.m to 5:30 p.m.: Using Chihuly’s 
glass sculptures as a foundation, 
kids will explore the shapes and col-
ors of plants in the Garden. They will 
find inspiration in the vivid colors 
and patterns of nature throughout 
the Garden’s landscape, and craft a 
habitat to house their own air plant.

Dig! Plant! Grow! Global Gardens 
Summer Harvest Celebration, Sat-
urday, August 12 and Sunday, Au-
gust 13; 1:30 to 5:30 p.m.: Celebrate 
the summer harvest season with 
NYBG’s Global Gardeners. Take a 
passport for a tour around the plots 
to learn more about the delish veg-
etables growing in their gardens. 
Throughout the afternoon, Global 
Gardeners will lead visitors through 
cultural activities.

 Birds, Butterflies, and Dragon-
flies Tour, Saturday, August 12; 11 
a.m.: Summer is the season to ob-
serve gorgeous butterflies, mischie-
vous dragonflies and the birds of 
the cool forests. Observe summer’s 
greatest show of watching butter-
flies, dragonflies and birds at their 
best. Meet at the Reflecting Pool at 
the Leon Levy Visitor Center.

 For more information, call (718) 
817-8700 or visit nybg.org.

New York Botanical 
Garden programs

Bronx Community Board 11 
will be holding a Public Hearing 
on Wednesday, August 9, at 7 p.m.  
at the Morris Park Community 
Association, 1824 Bronxdale Av-
enue.

The hearing will be held on the 
land use application #17445ZMX, 

170447 ZSX, N170446ZRX by 1776 
Eastchester Road Reality (Mon-
tefi ore Hospital) to construct a 12 
story 182 unit staff housing at 1776 
Eastchester Road (Hutchinson 
Metro Center)

For information call (718) 892-
6262

CB 11 Public 
Hearing Aug. 9th
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BRIDAL FASHION
BRIDAL CENTER
7233 Amboy Road, Staten Island, (718) 227-8647
www.alwaysabridesmaidboutique.com

BRIDAL STYLES BOUTIQUE
905 Ave. U, Brooklyn, (718) 339–3222
www.bridalstylesboutique.com

MONEY SAVER SHOES INC.
Specializing Wide Widths, Dyeable & Evening Shoes
2098 Flatbush Ave., Brooklyn, (718) 258-0171

ULTIMATE FASHIONS
4255 Amboy Rd, SI, NY 10308  (718) 605-3274
316 Woodbridge Center Drive, Woodbridge, NJ 07095
(732) 750-1174, ultfash@optonline.net  
Staten Island Mall
Lower Level, Macy’s Wing Staten Island New York 10314 
(718) 370-2984, www.ultfash.com

TUXEDOS
TUXEDO WORLD OF STATEN ISLAND
2791 Richmond Ave #6, SI, NY 10314
(718) 698-4859, www.tuxedoworldsi.com

CATERING & VENUES
ADRIA HOTEL & CONFERENCE CENTER
221-17 Northern Boulevard, Bayside, NY 11361
(718) 631-5900, www.adriahotelny.com

ATLAS STEAKHOUSE
943 Coney Island Avenue, off  18th Ave., Brooklyn, NY
(646) 494-7227, www.AtlasSteak.com

BAY RIDGE MANOR
476 76th St., Brooklyn, (718) 748-8855
www.bayridgemanor.com

BAYSIDE HISTORICAL SOCIETY
208 Totten Ave - Fort Totten, Bayside, NY 11359, 
(718) 352-1548, www.baysidehistorical.org/rentals.html

BUCKLEY’S
2926 Ave. S, Brooklyn
(718) 998-4222, www.buckleyscaterers.com

DYKER BEACH GOLF COURSE
86th Street and 7th Avenue, Brooklyn, NY 11228
(718) 836–9722 x 1 or privateeventdirector@
dykerbeachgc
www.dykerbeachgc.com

EDIBLE ARRANGEMENTS
133-22 Springfi eld Blvd. (718) 528-3344
158-18 Cross Bay Blvd. (718) 848-3344
1357 Fulton St. (718) 622-3344
1557 Ralph Ave. (718) 451-3344
www.ediblearrangements.com/stores/StoreLocator.aspx

GLEN TERRACE
5313 Ave. N, Brooklyn (718) 252-4614

GRAND OAKS COUNTRY CLUB
200 Huguenot Ave., Staten Island
(718) 356–2771, www.grandoaksnyc.com

GRAND PROSPECT HALL
263 Prospect Ave., Brooklyn (718) 788-0777
www.grandprospecthall.com

GREENHOUSE CAFE
7717 Third Ave., Brooklyn (718) 833-8200
www.greenhousecafe.com

IL FORNETTO
2902 Emmons Ave. in Brooklyn, (718) 332-8494
www.ilFornettoRestaurant.com

ISLAND CHATEAU
900 West Fingerboard Rd, Staten Island, NY 10305
(718) 447-5882, IslandChateau.com

KENNEDY’S BREEZY POINT
406 Bayside, Rockaway Point, NY 11697
(718) 945-0202, www.kennedysbreezypoint.com

MARBELLA RESTAURANT
220-33 Northern Blvd., Bayside, NY 11361
(718) 423-0100, www.marbella-restaurant.com

NICK’S LOBSTER HOUSE
2777 Flatbush Ave, Brooklyn, NY 11234, (718) 253-7117

PARADISE CATERING HALL
51 Avenue U, Brooklyn, NY 11223
(718) 372-4352, www.theparadisecateringhall.com

THE PEARL ROOM
8518 - 3rd Avenue, Brooklyn, NY 11209
(718) 833-6666, www.pearlroombklyn.com

PELHAM BAY & SPLIT ROCK GOLF COURSE
870 Shore Road, Bronx, NY 10464, (718) 885-1258 x224 or  
privateeventdirector@pelhamsplitrock
http://www.pelhamsplitrock.com

QUEENS BOTANICAL GARDEN
43-50 Main St, Flushing, NY 11355 (718) 886-3800 x201
www.queensbotanical.org/weddingsandevents

SCHNITZEL HAUS
7319 5th Avenue, Bay Ridge, NY 11029
(718) 836-5600, www.schnitzelhausny.com

SIRICO’S CATERERS
8015-23 13th Ave., Brooklyn, (718) 331-2900,
www.siricoscaterers.net

TERRACE ON THE PARK
52-11 111 Street, Flushing, NY 11368, (718) 592-5000,
www.terraceonthepark.com

THE VANDERBILT AT SOUTH BEACH
300 Father Capodanno Blvd., Staten Island
(718) 447-0800, www.vanderbiltsouthbeach.com

LODGING
ADRIA HOTEL AND CONFERENCE CENTER
221-17 Northern Boulevard, Bayside, NY 11361
www.adriahotelny.com, (800) 272-3742

ENTERTAINMENT
AMAZING BOTTLE DANCERS
(800) 716-0556, pasproductions@yahoo.com 
www.bottledancers.com

E-SQUARED PRODUCTIONS/
360 ENTERTAINMENT
4308 Richmond Ave. in Staten Island or 1665 Bath Ave. in 
Brooklyn, (718) 227–3235, www.e2dj.com

FAVORS & INVITATIONS
UNFORGETTABLE EVENTS
2049 Flatbush Ave in Brooklyn, (718) 377-4535,

FLORISTS
FLORAL FANTASY
3031 Quentin Rd. in Brooklyn, (718) 998-7060 or
(800) 566–8380, www.fl oralfantasyny.com

HENRY’S FLORIST
8103 Fifth Ave. in Brooklyn, (800) 543-6797 or 
(718) 238–3838, www.henrysfl oristweddingevents.com

MARINE FLORIST AND DECORATORS
1995 Flatbush Ave. in Brooklyn, (800) 447-6730 or 
(718) 338-3600, www.marinefl orists.com

JEWELRY
BENNY’S JEWELRY
89-02 165th Street, Suite B-1, Jamaica, NY 11432
(718) 526-4613, www.bennyny.com

BOBBY’S JEWELERS DIAMOND SPECIALIST
514 - 81 Street, Brooklyn, NY, 11209
(718) 745-1725

LIMOUSINE SERVICES
MILA LIMOUSINE CORPORATION
(718) 232-8973, www.milalimo.com

ROMANTIQUE/DOUBLE DIAMOND 
LIMOUSINES
1421-86 Street, Brooklyn (718) 351-7273
2041-Hylan Blvd., Staten island (718) 351-7273
www.rddlimos.com

SERGI’S PARTY LIMO
171-15A Northern Blvd, Queens, NY 11358
(718) 353-5466, (212) 682-4040, (516) 489-4040
Toll Free: (888) 546-6134, (888) limo-134
Fax: (718) 353-5499, info@sergislimo.com
www.sergislimo.com

VIP LIMOS SVC
(516) 488-LIMO(5466), www.viplimosvc.com

PHOTOGRAPHY & VIDEO
FANTASY PHOTOGRAPHY
3031 Quentin Rd., Brooklyn (718) 998-0949
www.fantasyphotographyandvideo.com

GLAMOUR ME PHOTO & VIDEO
104-12 111th St., South Richmond Hill, (888) 400-2738 or 
(718) 504–1970, www.glamourmestudio.com

ONE FINE DAY PHOTOGRAPHERS
459 Pacifi c St., Massapequa Park (516) 690–1320
www.onefi nedayphotographers.com

SALONS
AF BENNETT SALON
350 New Dorp Lane, Staten Island NY 10306
(718) 979-9000 www.afbennett.com

PILO ARTS SALON
8412 3 Ave, Brooklyn (718) 748–7411  www.piloarts.com

SERVICES
JOSEPH LICHTER, D.D.S.
1420 Ave. P in Brooklyn, (718) 339-7878,
www.josephlichterdds.com

OMNI DENTAL CARE
313 Kings Hwy. in Brooklyn, (718) 376-8656
www.omnidentalcare.com

THE VEIN CENTER OF THE VASCULAR 
INSTITUTE OF NY
Dr. Natalie Marks
960 - 50 Street, Brooklyn, NY 11219  (718) 438-0067
www.vascularnyc.com

TRAVEL
JO-LYN TRAVEL AGENCY
7505-15th Avenue, Brooklyn, NY 11219
(718) 232-3139, jolyntravel@aol.com

WEDDING EXPOS
BOSCO’S WEDDING EXPO
www.cl.boscoweddings.com

BRIDAL AFFAIR
(718) 317–9701, www.bridalaff air.com

GREAT BRIDAL EXTRAVAGANZA
North Babylon, NY 11703, 631-667-EXPO (3976)
www.greatbridalextravaganza.com

TO BE INCLUDED IN THIS DIRECTORY CALL (718) 260–2500
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THE NEW SOUND OF
BROOKLYN

The Community News Group is 
proud to introduce BROOKLYN 
PAPER RADIO. Join Brooklyn 
Paper Editor-in-Chief Vince 
DiMiceli and the New York Daily 
News’ Gersh Kuntz man every 
Tuesday at 4:30 for an hour of talk 
on topics Brooklynites hold dear.

Each show will feature in-studio 
guests and call-out segments, and 
can be listened to live or played 
anytime at your convenience.

SPONSORED BY

GERSH KUNTZMANVINCE DIMICELI

WITH

JOSEPH LICHTER, D.D.S.

LISTEN EVERY TUESDAY AT 4:30PM ON  
BrooklynPaper.com/radio

MAX
TH

E 
LA

TE
ST

 B
RO

N
X 

SP
O

RT
S 

SC
O

RE
S

TOP BRONX NEWS STORIES

FOOD • HEALTH • TECHNOLOGY

CLA
SSIFIED

S FO
R TH

E BRO
N

X

www.bxtimes.com

The Bronx Times On-Line
Your world is 24/7... NOW so are we.

     
    

   
   

   
   

   
   

  Y
OU

R N
EIG

HBORHOOD - YOUR NEW
S ®

LEGAL NOTICE

To Place Your Ad
Call 718-260-4595LEGAL NOTICES

S SSHOP OUR CLASSIFIED 
PAGES EVERY WEEK AND 

SAVE MONEY

www.bxtimes.com



BRONX TIMES REPORTER, AUGUST 4-10, 2017 59  BTR

ANTIQUES & ESTATE BUYERS

ANTIQUE & ESTATE BUYERS
We buy anything old. One piece or house full. 

WILL TRAVEL. HOUSE CALLS.

ANTIQUE & ESTATE BUYERS
We buy anything old. One piece or house full. 

WILL TRAVEL. HOUSE CALLS.
WILL TRAVEL

ENTIRE
TRI-STATE!

FREE
Estimates!

We Pay $CASH$ For 
Paintings, Clocks, Watches, 
Estate Jewelry & Fine China, 

From Single Items 
to Entire Estates!
Coin & Stamp Collections

Costume Jewelry
Antique Furniture  Lamps
Bronzes  Paintings  Prints

Chinese & Japanese 
Artwork & Porcelain

Sports Collectibles 
Comic Books  Old Toys  Records
Cameras  Sterling Flatware Sets

HUMMELS & LLADROS

ANTIQUES & ESTATE BUYERS

TOP $ PAID
FOR JUDAICA
COLLECTIBLES

HOUSE
CALLS

MOVING orDOWNSIZING?CALL
US!

Top $ Paid
for Antique

Sterling!

Military
Collections

Wanted
Swords,
Knives,

Helmets, etc.

SEE OUR AD IN THE SUNDAY POST

WILL TRAVEL. WE MAKE HOUSE CALLS.
173 N. WELLWOOD AVENUE, LINDENHURST, N.Y.

SAME DAY  
SERVICE  

AVAILABLE

HOUSE 
CALLS

SERVING BRONX 
AND THE ENTIRE  
TRI-STATE AREA

516-974-6528516-974-6528
ASK FOR CHRISTOPHER
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SOLVE YOUR CHILD’S
READING PROBLEM
ACHIEVE

3 TO 6 YEARS OF
READING IMPROVEMENT

IN ONE YEAR!!!
“A Miracle In The Making!” - CBS TV

Dicker Reading Method
75 Brook Street, Scarsdale | 914.472.0600 | www.DickerReading.com

WATCH THIS VIDEO NOW:
www.nymetroparents.com/listing/Dicker-reading

CHILDREN AT OR
BELOW GRADE LEVEL

WILL BECOME THE
BEST READERS IN

THEIR CLASS

ACHIEVE
1 TO 3 YEARS OF

READING IMPROVEMENT
THIS SUMMER.

WATCH OUR VIDEOS NOW:
 Dickerreading.com/DRM_Advantage.ASP

SOLVE YOUR CHILD’S
READING PROBLEM
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“We’re looking forward to compete for the Patriot 
League title, that’s obviously our goal. In this league, 
it’s like a six-round playoff to win the league. If you 
lose a game, you’re knocked out.”
ANTHONY BREINER . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 66

BY LAURA AMATO
Kateri Poole can’t seem to stop 

smiling. 
The Monsignor Scanlan basket-

ball star has had a whirlwind sum-
mer, chock-full of basketball, scholar-
ship offers and early-morning wake-up 
calls. 

Poole, who played for New Heights 
17U squad on this year’s AAU circuit, 
can’t quite believe everything that’s 
happened in the last few months, 
but she’s loved it all. It’s been a bit 
overwhelming and exciting, but she 
wouldn’t change a single moment. 

“I always try and keep myself a 
humble person,” Poole said. “I want to 
put that kind of work in and if I do that, 
the dedication is going to come with it. 
I have love for the game. That’s as sim-
ple as it is.”

Poole, who helped lead Scanlan to 
an Archdiocesan championship last 
season, has seen her recruitment ex-

plode this summer. She was dominant 
in the Scanlan backcourt, but playing 
with New Heights has taken Poole’s 
game to the next level and, now, some 
of the top Division I programs in the 
country are knocking. 

“Kentucky, literally, just offered me 
before I went away [last week],” Poole 
said. “UConn called my coach and told 
me that they had interest in me. They 
wanted to see a lot more from me. Syra-
cuse, Miami, Virginia, Texas.”

Poole also has interest from Mary-
land, Louisville, Tennessee, Stanford 
and St. John’s, just to name a few. It’s 
been a whirlwind and Poole is the fi rst 
to admit that she hasn’t quite wrapped 
her head around all of it, but she’s also 
nothing short of grateful. 

After all, it’s always been her dream 
to play Division I basketball and, now, 
the path to that seems to be laid out at 
her feet. 

“There’s really no words to explain 

it,” Poole said. “I’m just very grateful 
for what I have.”

Poole’s summer has been jam-
packed with memorable moments, but 
the rising sophomore has also put in 
plenty of work to get to where she is 
now. She competed at a Blue Star event 
late last month, getting home at four in 
the morning, only to turn back around 
and suit up for New Heights in its fi nal 
event on July 28. 

She might have been a little tired, 
but Poole knows that every moment 
on the court is worth it. After all, 
when there are half a dozen Division I 
coaches sitting on the baseline, it’s dif-
fi cult not to rise to the challenge. 

“It’s just tournament after tourna-
ment. It’s all about the hard work and 
the dedication,” Poole said. “You’ve got 
to get mentally prepared for the game. 
So this kind of schedule is just prepar-
ing you for greatness.”  

Poole is confi dent every time she 

steps onto the court – no matter who 
may be watching – but she’s done her 
best this summer to improve her game 
as well. After all, New Heights plays 
on one of the toughest schedules in 
the country and Poole is always deter-
mined to be better than whoever she’s 
facing off against. 

“I’ve always lacked on defense, but 
I feel like my defense has gotten better 
this summer,” she said. “My footwork, 
too. That was kind of my focus this cir-
cuit.”

Poole’s AAU season is over, but 
she’s far from fi nished. She’s already 
got the next few weeks planned – full 
of gym time and workouts – and, then, 
it’s back to school and another run at a 
title. She’ll probably still be smiling. 

“August is just full of training for 
school season,” Poole said. “For school, 
you’ve just got to go after everybody. 
They’re not your friends anymore and 
on the court, it’s just game time.” 

POOLE PLAY: POOLE PLAY: 
SCANLAN STAR SCANLAN STAR 
EXCELLINGEXCELLING
ON AAUON AAU
CIRCUITCIRCUIT

Scanlan guard Kateri Poole has had a whirlwind summer, full of tournaments, packed stat sheets and scholarship offers from some of the top programs in the country. CNG/Laura Amato



BRONX TIMES REPORTER, AUGUST 4-10, 201766    BTR

BY LAURA AMATO
It’s been a long time since An-

drew Breiner did any homework, 
but this summer the Fordham foot-
ball coach has poured over papers 
and plans and notes. 

It’s not, technically, homework, 
but it is a very distinct type of work 
as Briener prepares for his second 
season with the Rams, looking to 
build off a fall that was full of plenty 
of ups and downs last year. 

“One thing I did, was I kept all 
our practice scripts for the entire 
seaosn and the notes I’d write down,” 
Breiner said during Patriot League 
Media Day on July 27. “What I spent 
my summer doing was going back to 
those and looking at notes, observa-
tions, things I wanted to do differ-
ently and evaluating my ideas.” 

“I think I’ve had some good ideas, 
I’ve certainly had some bad ideas as 
well and just learning from what 
went right and what went wrong,” 
he added. “I’m definitely more com-
fortable in year two although I’ve 
had a decent amount of turnover on 
my coaching staff. I’m still learning 
though, every single day.”

Breiner’s first season as head 
coach was trial and error, but he’s 
certain his experience – documented 
in practice notes or otherwise – will 
help jumpstart the Rams this fall. 
After all, Fordham opens up with a 
challenge, taking on Army at West 
Point in week one and this season’s 
conference schedule is packed with 
opposing talent.

“We’re looking forward to com-
pete for the Patriot League title, 
that’s obviously our goal,” Breiner 
said. “In this league, it’s like six-
round playoff to win the league. If 
you lose a game, you’re knocked 
out. So we’re ready for that compe-
tition.” 

Of course, Breiner isn’t the only 
experienced member of the Rams 
roster. Fordham returns double-
digit starters as well as several 
players who racked up minutes on 
both sides of the ball last season. 

It’s that on-field know-how – not 
to mention Patriot League Pre-
season Offensive Player of the Year 
Chase Edmonds – that already has 
the Rams thinking about a title 
run.

“I think our strength is the ex-
perience that we’ve returned,” 
Breiner said. “What we need to do 
is develop depth across the board 
so that as the season wears on and 
bodies break down, we’re able to 
compete at a high level every single 
Saturday.”

Although Fordham boasts some 
serious experience, there are still 
a few what-ifs for the Rams this 
fall. The squad brought in 19 schol-
arship freshman as well as seven 

walk-ons and finding a balance be-
tween the old and new has been a 
distinct work in progress for Breiner 
and his staff. 

“So we have a roster that’s more 
than a quarter [new guys],” he said. 
“It’s a big freshman group, but the 
majority of them have been here 
since early July and they’ve done a 
nice job of figuring out how we do 
things They’re a great group. I’m ex-
cited to work with them.”

Fordham won eight games last 
year, but the Rams aren’t satisfied 
yet. Even Edmonds, who drew NFL 
interest last season, was quick to 
point out that he is just “focused on 

the Patriot League championship.”
The Rams want a title and 

they’re hopeful that experience can 
breed success. They aren’t, how-
ever, taking anything for granted 
and heading into camp this month, 
Fordham is determined to make 
sure every player knows his role, 
even if it requires a bit more off-
the-field homework. 

“I think what we need to work 
on over the course of August is de-
veloping depth,” Breiner said. “At 
our level of college football, guys 
get hurt and the teams that wins 
on Saturday, some weeks, isn’t 
the best, but the healthiest.”

Second-year football coach Andrew Breiner is hoping to build off his fi rst fall on the 
sidelines, looking to lead Fordham to a Patriot League championship. 
 Fordham University Athletics

Fordham senior running back Chase Edmonds 
is part of an experienced core of returning 
players, looking to jumpstart the Rams this fall.
Fordham University Athletics

Hitting the Books:
Fordham’s Breiner ready for second season at the helm 
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Neighbors and local business owners are concerned about possible future uses for 2800 
Bruckner Boulevard. Community News Group / Patrick Rocchio

who converge on Westchester Square, 
affecting businesses’ and residents’ 
quality of life, merchants say.

Despite the latest incident, Sol said 
he’ll try to keep his nine-year-old busi-
ness open.

For Councilman James Vacca 
and John Bonizio, chairman of the 
Westchester Square Business Im-
provement District, these are issues 
they continue to try to resolve.

“For six weeks now, I’ve been in 
touch with Bronx Psychiatric Center. 
They are working with a nonprofi t or-
ganization to try to reach out to the 
homeless there to get them assistance, 
to get them into services,” Vacca said.

In the past fi ve years, the 
Westchester Square BID and its stake-
holders have invested more than $2 
million into programs and services to 
revitalize the area, according to Bon-
izio.

“Their efforts were met with great 
success, but government policy, ig-
norance and ineffectiveness has torn 
that apart,” Bonizio said.

The activist merchant, who co-
owns the popular Metro Optics Eye-
care, said that the police department 

Westchester Square reels over vagrants and homeless
“has been handcuffed with handling 
homeless issues. You have emotionally 
disturbed homeless people who have 
found their way to this area.”

The psychiatric patients who mill 
about the Square “are on medication 
and some are not,” Bonizio said. “They 
hang out, panhandle all day long, go 
into the park, urinate and defecate on 
the street. I’ve actually witnessed this. 
It’s absolutely ridiculous.”

The Westchester Square BID re-
cently set aside resources to hire pri-
vate security to encourage the troubled 
people to seek help, Bonizio said.

“Basically, there’s very little the po-
lice department can do other than offer 
services,” said Bob Beider, 45th Pre-
cinct Community Council president. 
“If they don’t want to take advantage 
of them, there’s nothing we can do with 
homeless people.”

Beider explained that lawsuits 
by civil  liberties groups years ago 
stripped loitering laws from the books.      

“So unless there’s legislation that 
says you can do more, it’s never going 
to happen,” he said. 

The 45th Precinct has a police of-
fi cer assigned to the Square, Tuesday 
through Saturday, from 9 a.m. to 5 p.m. 
In the past, the police offi cer was reas-

signed to the Orchard Beach detail dur-
ing the summer months, but the 45th’s 
Captain Carlos Ghonz changed that 
policy and now mans the Westchester 
Square post the entire year.

Anita Daniels, acting executive di-
rector of the Bronx Psychiatric Cen-
ter, did not return a call for comment 
by deadline for this story.

From page 1

A person takes a nap on a bench at Owen Dolen Park in Westchester Square on Friday, July 
28. Businesses and residents have been contending with patients from Bronx Psychiatric 
Center and homeless hanging out at the park. Community News Group/Bob Guiliano

before they were told that the build-
ing was sold and they had to vacate. 

“We signed leases and moved in 
on June 1st of this year, so after two 
months of us being here the land-
lord told us they are terminating our 
lease,” he said.  

Mameli said he spoke with Michael 
Fernandes, purportedly the build-
ing’s new owner through his company 
called Steward Redevelopment. 

Mameli said that Fernandes told 
him that he is a partner with the 
building’s longtime owner, Dalessio 
Enterprises of Scarsdale, and that 
based on his research online Stew-
ard Redevelopment is a company that 
works with landlords to develop tran-
sitional housing. 

“Once they started bringing beds, 
furniture, cabinets and drawers, we 
started getting the feel of what’s hap-
pening,” said Mameli. 

Additionally, Mameli said that 
people with housing vouchers have 
been showing up at the building look-
ing for Steward Redevelopment’s of-
fi ces in the building, and some said 
they were moving in. 

Fernandes contacted the Bronx 
Times, and said he is the new owner 
of the building, having purchased 
the building’s LLC from Dalessio En-
terprises for an amount greater than 
$6.6 million. He said that the previous 
owner is no longer involved. 

Fernandes said that his company, 
Steward Redevelopment, does have 
housing in upstate counties, but is 

Bruckner detox plan opposed; new owner: developing wellness center
From page 1 leaning towards the creation of a well-

ness center. 
The center, which he dubbed Mir-

acle City Wellness Center, might in-
clude a ‘sensory gym’ for children 
with autism and might perhaps retain 
some existing medical tenants. 

Fernandes denied he is promoting 
transitional housing at 2800 Bruck-
ner Boulevard numerous times dur-
ing the phone call. 

Meanwhile, despite assurances 
from Fernandes, rumors and fear con-
tinue to swirl.

In addition to all the intrigue, on 
Facebook residents also found a post-
ing that advertised for people to work 
at a new entity called the “Islamic 
Wellness Center,” which the post indi-
cates would be at 2800 Bruckner Bou-
levard. 

According to the Facebook item 
posted by Hamzah Alameen, this 
wellness center would include “inpa-
tient detox” and that they were look-
ing for “behavioral health staffi ng.” 

Fernandes said he did not have 
knowledge about the Islamic Wellness 
Center, indicating that his wellness 
center is not the same entity. 

Congressman Joseph Crowley, who 
had an offi ce in the building until re-
cently, said in a statement that Mayor 
de Blasio’s offi ce “has made clear there 
are no current plans to use the offi ce 
building for the purposes of a home-
less shelter.” 

“While I appreciate the city’s assur-
ances, working with local communi-
ties and their elected offi cials should 
remain a crucial part of their process 

when considering any shelters or in-
terim housing proposals in our neigh-
borhoods,” said Crowley, adding he 
plans on closely monitoring the situ-
ation.

According to Senator Jeff Klein’s 
offi ce, both the city and state have in-
formed their offi ce that there were no 
plans for a homeless shelter, and that 
the city also said no one had reached 
out about planned social services at 
2800 Bruckner Boulevard.

State agencies that regulate and 
license a detox or recovery program 
have not received any applications 
for 2800 Bruckner Boulevard, said 
Assemblyman Michael Benedetto, 

who is also opposing the rumored 
proposal.

Assemblyman Mark Gjonaj and 
Benedetto will be meeting with 
Alameen on Friday, August 5.

Councilman James Vacca Vacca 
said that the Certifi cate of Occupancy 
for 2800 Bruckner Boulevard does not 
allow for overnight stays. 

Local residents have mobilized 
quickly because they are concerned. 

Roxana Cheng, a nearby home-
owner, said she was concerned about 
residential  property values and the 
safety of community children if a re-
habilitation facility were to open at 
2800 Bruckner Boulevard. 
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BACK-TO-SCHOOL CHECKLIST
BACKPACK
PENCILS
NOTEBOOKS
HAIRCUT

CHECK-UP AT

Schedule your child’s Back-to-School physical & immunizations between August 2nd 
and September 1st and get a FREE BACKPACK at UCHC while supplies last!

Kindergarten • Elementary • Middle School • High School
Accepting New Patients – Open Evenings

Locations:
260 East 188th Street
2021 Grand Concourse

470 Fordham Road, Fordham Plaza
2016 Bronxdale Avenue, Suite 301

For more information or to make an appointment, please call:
718.220.2020

Most Insurance Plans Accepted
(Medicaid/Commercial/Medicare/Union/VA)

www.uchcbronx.org


