
BY PATRICK ROCCHIO
Merchants in Throggs Neck 

protested the lack of community 
involvement by a chain drug store. 

Standing with picket signs, 
Throggs Neck Merchant Associa-
tion members and supporters ral-
lied on Saturday, July 15 at the CVS 
Pharmacy at 3775 E. Tremont Ave-
nue, drawing attention to its lack of 
community concern. 

The rally alerted the store’s 
customers to the merchant groups’ 
contention that the local CVS 
hasn’t contributed to any local 
drives, such as the merchant’s 
holiday street lighting, sponsor-
ship of local little league teams, 

participation in the annual mer-
chant sidewalk sale and now the 
Throggs Neck Business Improve-
ment District effort, said Bobby 
Jaen, TNMA president.

The goal of the rally, said Jaen, 
was not to tell people that they 
should not shop at CVS, but merely 
to highlight the situation that he 
categorized as disengagement. 

Jaen said he seeks to stress 
that the organization has no prob-
lem with the employees that work 
at the location, explaining the 
problem is with CVS corporate in 
Rhode Island and what he terms 
‘trickle-down’ charitable efforts 

BY PATRICK ROCCHIO
A slew of candidates for open NYC 

City Council seats around the borough 
submitted their petition signatures to 
get on the September primary and No-
vember general election ballots. 

The deadline to fi le valid signa-
tures from party-affi liated district 
voters has come and gone for candi-
dates in the three council seats soon 
to be vacated by incumbents, as well 
as for those in races challenging the 
current seat holders. 

Hopefuls needed to gather signa-
tures from fi ve percent of registered 
party voters in the council districts in 
order to make the ballot for the Tues-
day, September 12 primary. 

Challengers for many of the open 
seats reported their petition fi ling to-
tals.

According to a Bronx Board of 
Elections spokeswoman, all signa-
tures are presumed valid until deter-
mined otherwise. 

In the hotly contested 13th City 
Council District, currently held by 
term-limited Councilman James 
Vacca, six Democratic Party hopefuls 
presented signatures to appear on 
September’s ballot.

Assemblyman Mark Gjonaj topped 
the signature gathering process. He 
submitted 6,094 signatures, his cam-
paign said. 

Gjonaj said that he was thankful 
for dozens of dedicated volunteers 
who knocked on doors and went to 
events to gather the signatures. 

“The delivery of over 6,000 pe-
tition signatures is a testament to 
the strength of my campaign,” said 
Gjonaj. “The most important endorse-
ment a candidate can receive is that of 
his neighbor.” 

A Gjonaj spokeswoman said the 
candidate would not challenge any of 
his competitors’ signatures. 

BY ARTHUR CUSANO
After a year of 

steady staffi ng in-
creases, the shiny new 
addition to the north 
Bronx skyline looks to 
be nearing fully opera-
tional status.

PSAC II, also known 
as the 911 Call Center,  
has been operational 
since June 2016, when 
the NYPD dispatch be-
gan taking calls from 
the facility, and last 
month, the FDNY took 
its fi rst calls at the cen-
ter. 

Both agencies will 
continue to staff the fa-
cility through the end 

of 2017, according to a 
city spokesman. 

The facility is oper-
ated by the NYPD and 
the NYC Department of 
Information Technol-
ogy and Telecommuni-
cations. 

It was built by the 
city to act as a second-
ary call center, ser-
vicing the entire city, 
and contains a high-
tech, highly secured 
infrastructure meant 
to compliment exist-
ing 911 services in 
New York, strengthen-
ing the city’s ability to 
maintain communica-
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Bronx facility was built as a 
response to 2001 WTC attack

911 CALL CENTER’S 
LINES ARE NOW OPEN

City Council 
hopefuls 

submit ballot 
petitions

Call takers can sit outside to enjoy PSAC II’s nine-acre grounds featuring a wrap around berm of wild 
grasses. Photo by Albert Vecerka

(L-r) Lilyanna Pekic, TNMA event coordinator; Peter Del-Debbio; Bob Jaen, TNMA 
president; John Collazzi; and John Marano, and (front) Anthony Regano protest 
in front of CVS Pharmacy on Saturday, July 17. Photo by Aracelis Batista

Merchants’ CVS protest reveals corporate greed 



BY PATRICK ROCCHIO
A huge tree in Woodlawn 

snapped for no apparent reason. 
Neighbors were shaken after an 

100-year-old oak tree came crashing 
down at 10 a.m. on Tuesday, July 11 
on East 238th Street between Mar-
tha and Katonah avenues.

The massive oak caused a mul-
titude of damage directly across 
the street from where it was lo-
cated: injuring a woman who was 
in her garden, knocking down an 
awning, landing on houses and to-
taling a parked car, said neighbor 
Linda Corcoran.

A fi re offi cial who was on the 
scene told Corcoran’s son that the 
car absorbed the tree’s fall and that 
it could have been far worse if it 
had not been there, she said. 

Corcoran, who has lived on the 
block her entire life, said that city 
recently tested the tree and deter-
mined it to be viable, also deter-
mining its age. 

“It just keeled over,” she said, 
adding that the oak would be 
missed. 

“Everyone is now complain-
ing because that (tree) provided so 
much shade on the block and it is so 
blazing hot, now” said Corcoran, 
who said ironically many people 

used to complain about raking up 
its leaves. 

Corcoran had the good fortune 
of being out of town when the un-
expected collapse occurred, but 
many of her neighbors were not so 
lucky. 

Her next-door neighbor Tom 
Letizia, who said he was watch-
ing television with his wife Susan 
when he heard rumbling, said that 
the sound of the tree as it fell was 
overwhelming.

It seemed as if the noise from 
the collapsing tree, parts of which 
landed near windows on his top 
fl oor apartment, was coming from 
inside his place.

“It almost sounded like thun-
der inside the apartment, just loud 
rumbling,” said Letizia. “It was 
probably the longest 30 to 45 sec-
onds you could imagine.” 

As the colossal tree came down, 
Letizia heard what he described as 
“gut wrenching screaming” and 
jumped off his bed, telling his wife 
to get out of the house. 

He went to get his son, whose 
room was in the front of the house 
and who was in a state of shock, he 
said, and went downstairs. 

The awning in front of his door 
had collapsed and they had to push 

the bent metal aside to exit, he 
said, 

According to Letizia, by the 
around 6 p.m. that evening, the 
city’s quick response team left 
not-much-more than sawdust and 
debris in the street, and soon af-
ter Con Edison went to work re-
pairing power lines that had been 
felled, restoring juice by about 1 
p.m. 

Letizia and Corcoran both said 
that the situation could have been 
far worse had it had been a school 
day at P.S. 19. 

Corcoran said that children 
and parents often use 238th Street 
to reach the school because it is 
not too hilly, and Letizia added 
that the school sometimes lines up 
students not too far away during 
fi re drills.

Rifat Lecaj, whose wife was in-
jured by the falling tree, said that 
he believed the tree was diseased 
and that it had been leaning to-
wards his house for some time. 

His wife, who is in the hospital, 
is still in some pain, he said, add-
ing the wind was still at the time 
of the accident. 

According to published re-
ports, Parks Department exam-
ined the tree twice in 2016. 
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POT of GOLD
Sherbee Antiques is a family-owned business that has been 

serving the tri-state area for over 60 years. 
We buy from the full contents of homes and estates 

to single items. We specialize in high-end goods such as 
antiques, art, fi ne porcelain, lighting, bronzes and sculptures. 

We have particular interest in fi ne jewelry, timepieces, 
diamonds, gold and silver. 

If you call we will come to you, free of charge, and evaluate 
what you are selling. We know the value of your possessions 
and are willing to pay top dollar on the spot. Please feel free 
to call seven days a week for a free same day consultation.

You may be sitting on a large fortune. 
Call Sherbee Antiques. They’ll tell you how much.

CALL TODAY 917-748-7622 OR 718-762-7448 
You’ll be glad you did.

Sherbee  Antiques
Est. 1940

© 2016 Biogen. All rights reserved. 11/16 US-1028 v2
225 Binney Street, Cambridge, MA 02142 • 1-800-456-2255

Navigating MS
 Register for a free,  

live educational program  
happening in your area.

N

Hear from a healthcare professional and be inspired by someone living with relapsing  

multiple sclerosis (MS)—learn about the possible causes, treatment options, and support 

services through the Above MSTM program from Biogen, a company committed to MS.
 
Location: Date: 

 

 Time: 

   

Register today at Navigating-MS.com or call 1-866-955-9999.

11:30 AM- 1:30 PM

Friday, August 4, 2017Pasquale Rigoletto Restaurant
2311 Arthur Avenue
Bronx, New York 10458

The massive tree blocked vehicular movement on East 238th Street. 
 Photo by Edwin Soto

110-year-old oak falls in Woodlawn Hghts.
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ANTIQUES & ESTATE BUYERS

ANTIQUE & ESTATE BUYERS
We buy anything old. One piece or house full. 

WILL TRAVEL. HOUSE CALLS.

ANTIQUE & ESTATE BUYERS
We buy anything old. One piece or house full. 

WILL TRAVEL. HOUSE CALLS.
WILL TRAVEL

ENTIRE
TRI-STATE!

FREE
Estimates!

We Pay $CASH$ For 
Paintings, Clocks, Watches, 
Estate Jewelry & Fine China, 

From Single Items 
to Entire Estates!
Coin & Stamp Collections

Costume Jewelry
Antique Furniture  Lamps
Bronzes  Paintings  Prints

Chinese & Japanese 
Artwork & Porcelain

Sports Collectibles 
Comic Books  Old Toys  Records
Cameras  Sterling Flatware Sets

HUMMELS & LLADROS

ANTIQUES & ESTATE BUYERS

TOP $ PAID
FOR JUDAICA
COLLECTIBLES

HOUSE
CALLS

MOVING orDOWNSIZING?CALL
US!

Top $ Paid
for Antique

Sterling!

Military
Collections

Wanted
Swords,
Knives,

Helmets, etc.

SEE OUR AD EVERY SUNDAY IN THE POST

SAME DAY  
SERVICE  

AVAILABLE

SERVING BRONX 
AND THE ENTIRE  
TRI-STATE AREA

516-974-6528516-974-6528

WILL TRAVEL. WE MAKE HOUSE CALLS.
1029 WEST JERICHO TURNPIKE, SMITHTOWN, L.I.

HOUSE 
CALLS

ASK FOR CHRISTOPHER



tion in the event of a natu-
ral disaster or large-scale 
emergency. 

The facility will ulti-
mately handle 70 percent 
of all city 911 calls.

The $800 million build-
ing was launched by 
former mayor Michael 
Bloomberg after the Sep-
tember 11 attacks. 

That citywide capital 
project has been criticized 
for being years behind 
schedule and ballooning 
in cost from the initial $1.3 
billion to over $2 billion. 

The 450,000-square-foot 
structure is blast-proof, 
according to the fi rm that 
designed it, Skidmore, 
Owings & Merrill LLP. 

The building has sev-
eral small vertical win-
dows due to security con-
cerns and the exterior 
panels are crafted from 
recycled aluminum.

The company designed 
the interior of the building 
to be a soothing environ-
ment for the emergency 
response teams working 
inside. 

Its main gathering 
space includes a plant 
wall developed by CASE, 
the design research labo-
ratory of SOM, in partner-
ship with Rensselaer Poly-
technic Institute. This 
plant wall also fi lters the 
air and reduces energy 
use, according to the com-
pany.

The building is sur-
rounded on its nine-acre 
property by a berm, or 
man-made hill, covered 
with wild grass intended 
to help protect the secu-
rity of the building. 

The berm also hides 
the ground level parking 

and loading bays.
The city claimed the 

property by eminent do-
main from Simone De-
velopment, the owner of 
Hutchinson Metro Center. 

The facility, formally 
known as Public Safety 
Answering Center II, or 
PSAC II for short, was 
a topic of controversy 
among area residents long 
before it was completed in 
2016. 

Community leaders ar-
gued the building was too 
large for the area and that 
its shiny metallic exterior 
looked out of place in the 
neighborhood.

The building’s original 
height was reduced at the 
urging of local stakehold-
ers.

Others worried about 
the additional traffi c the 
facility’s hundreds of em-
ployees would bring to the 
area around the Hutchin-
son River Parkway exit 
and the nearby Hutchin-
son Metro Center. 

The only way to access 
the call center is through a 
roadway that abuts Metro 
Center, which can only be 
accessed Waters Place, off 
Eastchester Road. 

Senator Jeff Klein has 
pushed for a separate dedi-
cated access route between 
the Hutchinson River 
Parkway and the Metro 
Center, and has funded a 
$1 million feasibility study 
though the NYC Depart-
ment of Transportation.

“We’re currently await-
ing the completion of the 
feasibility study by NYC 
DOT,” Klein said. “Once 
the study is completed, 
it is my hope that we can 
move forward with this 
much-anticipated project 

to ease the area’s traffi c 
burden.”

Pelham Parkway 
Neighborhood Associa-
tion president Andrea 
Siegel said she had not no-
ticed any noticeable spike 
in area traffi c in recent 
months. 

Her bigger concern, she 
said, was the refl ection of 
the sun the building casts 
down on motorists travel-
ling the parkway.

“When the sun hits 
that building, it can blind 
you,” Siegel said. “It was 
not very well thought out, 
in my opinion.”

IT&T spokeswoman 
Stacy Gardener said PSAC 
II was carefully planned 
and developed to accom-
modate the needs of the 
employees and the com-
munity. 

“The MTA has provided 
a Bx 24 bus stop at the en-
trance of PSAC 2 and the 
Bx 12 now provides select 
service to the facility as 
well,” she said.  

Gardener added that 
the Hutchinson Metro 
Center provides a shuttle 
bus that runs Monday 
through Friday 7 a.m. to 
7 p.m. and on Saturdays 
from 8 a.m. to 4 p.m. 

The shuttle bus loop 
runs approximately every 
25 minutes. 

The center also seems 
to be having a positive eco-
nomic impact on the area, 
she added.

“While it isn’t an ex-
press purpose of the cen-
ter, we are already seeing 
signs that the center and 
its employees are provid-
ing more volume to local 
businesses,” Gardener 
said. “We’re hopeful that 
trend will continue.”

A spokesman for 13th CD 
candidate Marjorie Velazquez 
said her team collected 3,400 
signatures and was still ac-
cessing the situation in terms 
of challenging her opponents’ 
petitions.  

According to a source, Ve-
lazquez is contesting the valid-
ity of her fellow 13th CD Latino  
challengers, Alex Gomez and 
Victor Ortiz. 

She also submitted peti-
tions to secure a spot on the 
Working Families and Women’ 
Equality party lines for No-
vember’s general election. 

Candidate John Doyle, 
another 13th contender, said 
he submitted over 3,100 sig-
natures and wasn’t planning 
to fi le objections against any 
other candidate. 

Doyle said that petitioning 
is a very complicated process, 
and that ‘establishment in-
siders’ are often too eager to 
knock off other challengers to 
the ballot.

Perennial candidate Egi-
dio Sementelli said he col-
lected about 3,000 petition 
signatures, and that he has 
reserved his right to mount 
objections. 

According to one of the 
candidates, Sementelli is fi l-
ing objections against at least 
two candidates. 

Ortiz, submitted roughly 
1,500 and wasn’t planning any 
challenges.

Ortiz said that his signa-
tures were collected with a 
budget of about $1,000, and 
that he was running against 
special interests.  

Gomez stated in an email 
that he had no comment. Ac-
cording to BOE, he did submit 
petitions. 

Republican candidate John 
Cerini, who said he would also 
be on the Conservative and Re-
form party lines, said he got 
about 1,500, but has no politi-

cal party opposition. 
Over in the 18th CD Demo-

cratic party race, according to 
published reports, Senator Ru-
ben Diaz Sr., collected close to 
4,500 and candidate Amanda 
Farias submitted over 3,000. 

Farias has also submitted 
petitions to run on the Working 
Families line.

Term-limited Council-
woman Annabel Palma cur-
rently holds the seat, covering 
Soundview, Castle Hill and 
Parkchester. 

In an interview, 18th CD 
candidate Michael Beltzer said 
he submitted 4,000, does not 
plan on fi ling challenges, and 
expects everyone who submit-
ted signatures to BOE in that 
council district to make the 
ballot.

“Petitioning went really 
well,” said Beltzer. “It was good 
to be back talking to our neigh-
bors that we have been seeing 
at our events and in the com-
munity.” 

Beltzer, who has served on 

Community Board 9, said he 
is running a campaign that fo-
cuses on encouraging civic en-
gagement.  

Other individuals submit-
ting petitions for the 18th CD 
also included Democrats Elvin 
Garcia and William Russell 
Moore; Republican Eisley Con-
stantine; Conservative Edu-
ardo Ramirez; and Green Party  
Carl Lundgren. 

Democratic party candi-
dates fi ling with BOE in the 8th 
CD, which is mostly in Manhat-
tan and is currently held by 
term-limited Council Speaker 
Melissa Mark-Viverito, were 
Diana Ayala, Edward Gibbs, 
Tamika Mapp, Israel Marti-
nez and Robert Rodriguez. 

Rodriguez reported that he 
delivered close to 5,000 petition 
signatures. 

Republican, Daby Carre-
ras, and Conservative, Linda 
Ortiz, fi led petitions in the 8th 
CD. 

Ayala also fi led for the 
Working Families line. 
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City Council hopefuls 
submit ballot petitions

One of the candidates in the 13th City Council District race, Assem-
blyman Mark Gjonaj, with his family and petitioning sheets that 
have been submitted to the Board of Elections. 
 Photo courtesy of the Gjonaj campaign

911 Call Center’s lines are open; 
facility was a response to the 2001 

World Trade Center attack



BY ARTHUR CUSANO
Mayor de Blasio held a town 

hall meeting on Wednesday, July 
12 at Creston Academy in Ford-
ham Heights, and recent Bronx 
tragedies were still lingering over 
the event.

The town hall came just days 
after two horrifi c events shook 
the borough: the murder of NYPD 
Detective Miosotis Familia and a 
shooting at Bronx-Lebanon Hospi-
tal that claimed the life of a doctor 
and injured six others.

The mayor credited the NYPD 
and their FDNY for their quick 
response to the shootings, and 
praised Bronx residents for sup-
porting the victims and their fam-
ilies before asking for a moment of 
silence for the two victims.

“In the middle of the tough 
time we had, we saw some beauti-
ful things as well,” de Blasio said. 
“We saw an outpouring of love and 
support for the Familia family. I 
talked to them at length Monday 
morning, and they were so struck 
by how many ordinary people had 
sent their love.”

The mayor also announced that 
Devoe Park in University Heights, 
which has been a hotspot for crimi-
nal activity, would be getting gates 

at all its entrances and new LED 
lighting at the request of Council-
man Fernando Cabrera, who also 
attended Wednesday’s event.

He pushed for expanding uni-
versal pre-kindergarten for and 
announced all high schools would 
have fi ve advanced placement 
courses.

After opening up the fl oor for 
questions, he was asked about the 
impending opening of an adult 

homeless male shelter at 233 Ford-
ham Landing, and wanted to know 
why the Bronx seemed to be get-
ting more homeless shelters than 
other boroughs. 

The mayor said the planned 
closing of controversial cluster 
sites would help. 

“We’ve already closed fi ve in 
this council district and we’re go-
ing to close all of them citywide, 
and that’s going to be, fi rst and 

foremost, a benefi t to the Bronx,” 
he said.

The city’s plan is to open shel-
ters at the council district level to 
tend to homeless populations in 
those areas, he added.

When later asked about crowded 
substandard shelters due to rising 
homeless population, the mayor 
agreed that some were run better 
than others and said he hoped new 
housing planned for a half million 

people would help. 
“What we’re hoping for is that 

as we continue to build affordable 
housing, we get ahead of this big-
ger problem,” he said.

A member of the Kingsbridge 
Merchant Association asked what 
the mayor would do to keep mer-
chants from being evicted from 
the Kingsbridge Road area as 
rents continued to rise. 

De Blasio said the city has re-
duced fi nes and was working to 
increase legal support for mer-
chants facing harassment from 
landlords.

A parent coordinator at Cres-
ton Academy told the mayor mid-
dle school aged children had no-
where to go after school, and that 
grants were not available for pro-
grams for that age group.

The mayor said the city guar-
antees afterschool programs for 
all middle school students in each 
community, if not at every school, 
but said he wanted to add more 
youth programs when funding be-
came available.

“With summer, we have fo-
cused on public housing to create 
summer recreation programs like 
midnight basketball that go well 
into the evening,” he added.
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To apply: Please email your resume to employment@hfhnyc.org. Indicate the position (custodian or security guard)  
and preferred location (NBX, SBX, or QNS) in the subject line of email.

NOW HIRING

Full-time jobs in south Jamaica, Queens and in north and south Bronx

For more information go to www.hfhnyc.org
We are an equal opportunity employer (eeo) committed to equal treatment of all employees without regard to race, national origin, religion, gender, age, 
sexual orientation, veteran status, physical or mental disability or other basis protected by law.

Duties: Cleaning hallways, lobbies, restrooms, floors, windows, and similar activities.

Qualifications: Ability to reach, bend, stoop, stand for periods of time, and lift reasonably heavy objects.

Duties: Patrolling the interior and exterior areas of building, monitoring the building’s entries and exits, 
maintaining a sign-in log with required identification, enforcing rules and regulations, preparing 
incident reports, learning the fire safety plan and evacuation procedures and assisting in fire drills.

Qualifications: Valid NYS security guard license, current 8-hour certificate and 16-hour certificate.  
Fire Guard (F-2) or Fire Safety Coordinator license a plus.

Custodians
&

Security 
Guards

We are recruiting full-time staff who enjoy working in a family-oriented, residential environment. Jobs are full-time.  
A high school diploma is not required.

We provide a competitive starting salary and benefits including comprehensive health insurance, life insurance, ample  
vacation, holiday, and personal and sick leave.

No fee.
We are a direct employer.

Mayor de Blasio (l) and Councilman Cabrera were delighted that a full house attended the town hall meeting. 
 Photo by Silvio Pacifi co

Mayor holds town hall after Bronx tragedies
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FATALLY STABBED IN FRONT OF KETTY’S PLACE

AUTO CRASHES INTO HOME’S STAIRCASE 

Police are on the hunt for an individual who murdered a man visiting family at a 
Bronx shelter. According to police, the 31-year-old man was stabbed in front of Ket-
ty’s Place on Jackson Avenue in Mott Haven on Thursday, July 13 around 12:15 p.m. 
The assailant described as a 6-foot Hispanic man wearing blue shorts and a white T-
shirt was seen fl eeing south on Jackson Avenue after committing the heinous crime. 
The victim, whose identity was not released, was rushed to Lincoln Hospital, but died 
from his injuries. No arrests have been made in this ongoing investigation. Anyone 
with information is asked to call Crime Stoppers at (800) 577-TIPS. All calls are kept 
strictly confi dential.              Photo by Edwin Soto

A car collided into a staircase at 2900 St. Theresa Avenue on the evening of Thurs-
day, July 13. No injuries were reported from the incident.              Photo by Aracelis Batista

BY ROBERT WIRSING
The Bronx is fi nally get-

ting its own children’s mu-
seum!

NYC Parks and NYC 
Department of Design and 
Construction joined elected 
offi cials and community 
leaders in breaking ground 
for the long-awaited Bronx 
Children’s Museum on 
Wednesday, July 12.

Mill Pond Park will per-
manently house the organi-
zation providing a children’s 
museum in the only borough 
lacking such a cultural and 
educational institution.

The $10.3 million project 
includes 7,600-square-feet 
of exhibition and gallery 
spaces and 1,500-square-feet 
of studio, shared offi ces, re-
strooms, storage and per-
formances spaces; a recep-
tion area and an artistic 
entry stairwell inside the 
13,800-square-foot museum.

Its LEED-certifi ed design 
emphasizes sustainability 
by allowing natural light 
to illuminate the building 
while minimizing energy 
consumption.

The eco-friendly design 
promotes healthy living by 
projecting a positive, active 
and open environment for 
children and their families 
to explore.

Design consultants are 
Manhattan-based O’Neill 
McVoy Architects and Work 
Architecture Company 
while Brooklyn-based A 
Quest Corporation serve as 
the contractor.

Anticipated to open in 
winter 2018, the museum 
will occupy the recently ren-
ovated second fl oor of the 
Bronx Terminal Market’s 
former powerhouse.

BCM’s ‘power’ theme will 
connect its exhibits explor-
ing Bronx culture, arts and 
community resources.

These include Natu-
ral Science Areas: River, 
Beach/Wetlands and Tree-
house; Community Arts and 
World Awareness: Urban 
Farm, Subway/Street Scene 
and Build the Bronx and 
Early Learner Area: Infant 
Zone, Discovery Zone, Chal-
lenge Zone and Parent Re-
source Center.

“Construction on our 
long-awaited museum facil-
ity will begin this summer 
under the supervision of 
the NYC Department of De-
sign and Construction. This 
is our fi rst major milestone 
and we are ecstatic,” said 
Carla Precht, BCM execu-
tive director.

Located south of Yankee 
Stadium and along the Har-
lem River, the 92-year-old 
castle-like building houses 
NYC Parks offi ces, Stadium 
Tennis Center facilities and 
a cafe on its fi rst fl oor which 
will be accessible to visi-
tors.

BCM is made possible 
through $16 million in capi-
tal funding allocated by the 
borough, city and state.

Approximately $3 mil-
lion in private funds were 
provided by the Ford Foun-

dation, the Louis and Anne 
Abrons Foundation, Con 
Edison and the Frederick P. 
and Sandra P. Rose Founda-
tion for the exhibits.

Assembly Speaker Carl 
Heastie, the Bronx State 
Assembly Delegation and 
assembly members Jeffrey 
Dinowitz and Latoya Joyner 
allocated $4 million for the 
project.

Council Speaker Melissa 
Mark-Viverito said the City 
Council has allocated more 
than $5.3 million toward 
the museum over the last 
decade.

“When I, along with 
other community members, 
learned a decade ago that 
the Bronx was the only bor-
ough without a children’s 
museum, we were stunned,” 
expressed Hope Harley, 
BCM Board president. 

BCM was founded in 
2005 as a children’s museum 
without walls serving al-
most 18,000 Bronxites annu-
ally.

Through innovative, in-
quiry-based programming, 
BCM has engaged children 
and adults in the arts and 
sciences by utilizing its bus 
as a traveling learning envi-
ronment for six years. 

“This Bronx Children’s 
Museum facility was one of 
the fi rst capital projects I 
supported when I began as 
borough president and I am 
ecstatic to see it is now get-
ting off the ground,” said 
Borough President Ruben 
Diaz, Jr.

Bronx Children’s Museum 
puts shovel in the ground

(l-r) Bronx Parks commissioner Rodriguez-Rosa, Sonia Manzano, Council Speaker Mark-Viverito, Coun-
cilwoman Gibson, Borough President Diaz, NYC Parks commissioner Silver, Assemblyman Dinowitz, 
DDC acting commissioner Barrio, BCM Board president Harley, BCM executive director Precht, Rose Ro-
driguez from Governor Cuomo’s offi ce, DCLA commissioner Finkelpearl and Assemblywoman Joyner 
broke ground for the Bronx Children’s Museum. Photo by David Delgado
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PELHAM PARKWAY HOUSES BLAZE

PELHAM PKWY. FATAL MOTORCYCLE ACCIDENT

Firefi ghters combated a fi re at the Pelham Parkway Houses last weekend. According 
to the FDNY, the fi re broke out at 950 Mace Avenue, apartment 2D, on Sunday, July 16 
at around 1 p.m. No injuries were reported from the blaze.                  Photo by Edwin Soto

A motorcyclist has died following a traffi c accident last Saturday at the intersection 
of Eastchester Road and Pelham Parkway North. According to police, Danny Cornejo, 
31, was riding his motorcycle on Pelham Parkway North toward Eastchester Road on 
Saturday, July 15 at 9 p.m. when he failed to properly navigate the roadway. Cornejo 
reportedly fell off his bike and slid underneath a SUV stopped at a red light. The 
motorcyclist was pinned underneath the vehicle and suffered traumatic cardiac ar-
rest. Police stated that a 63-year-old Yonkers man operating the SUV remained on 
the scene. An unconscious and unresponsive Cornejo was rushed to Jacobi Medical 
Center, but was later pronounced deceased. Police arrested the driver and charged 
him with driving while under the infl uence. It has not yet been confi rmed if the driver 
will face any additional charges.           Photo by Edwin Soto

The newly constructed residential building at 5731 Broadway will be converted to a shelter for home-
less families, according to local elected offi cials. Arthur Cusano

BY ARTHUR CUSANO
Kingsbridge residents 

and elected offi cials are 
outraged after learning a 
newly constructed mixed-
use building on Broadway 
in Kingsbridge may be con-
verted to a homeless shelter. 

The seven-story building, 
located at 5731 Broadway 
right next door to the 50th 
Precinct headquarters, had 
been recently advertised as 
a residential market-rate 
building by its developer, 
the Stagg Group.

But Assemblyman Jef-
frey Dinowitz said offi cials 
from the NYC Department 
of Homeless Services told 
him Friday the building 
was now being planned as 
a shelter for approximately 
80 homeless families run by 
the not-for-profi t PRAXIS 
Housing Initiatives L.L.C.

“People are really up-
set that it was a ‘bait and 
switch’,” Dinowitz said. “We 
were told one thing and now 
something else is happen-
ing. Most of us don’t like to 
be lied to, and I feel we were 
lied to.”

Dinowitz said that the 
city had not been forthcom-
ing in the past when creat-
ing other area shelters, such 
as the Van Cortlandt Motel 
located further north on 
Broadway. 

He also accused the Stagg 
Group of abruptly turning 
other buildings into home-
less shelters in recent years. 

The company is currently 

fi nishing a similar-sized 
building, ‘The Equestrian’, 
at 1680 Pelham Parkway 
being advertised as luxury 
apartments.

“What this shows is that 
anytime a new building 
goes up in a neighborhood, 
it could become a homeless 
shelter,” Dinowitz said.

The building, fi rst an-
nounced in 2014, was 
planned as an apartment 
building with 90 units and 
20,000 feet of medical offi ce 
space. 

The developer had gone 
as far as accepting applica-
tions for the units in recent 
months.

Many storeowners ap-
proached said they were 
unaware of the new plans 
for the building.

An employee at the Stop 
& Shop directly across the 
street who asked not to be 
named said she had actu-
ally applied for an apart-
ment, and said she was not 
informed of the change. 

Another store employee 
said they were concerned 
about an increase in shop-
lifters.

However Altagracie 
Pena, the manager of the 
Leche Y Miel restaurant, 
said she was not concerned 
if homeless families moved 
in.

Councilman Andrew 
Cohen also released a 
statement voicing concern 
the building will hurt the 
burgeoning business dis-

trict and bring an infl ux of 
children into the already 
overcrowded schools like 
nearby P.S. 7.

“We as a community 
have been trying to im-
prove the business climate 
on the southern end of 
Broadway and strengthen 
the residential portion of 
the northern end,” Cohen 
said. “The Department of 
Homeless Services seems 
committed to destroying 
that effort.”

Calls to the DHS for 
comment were not imme-
diately returned.

Stagg Group owner 
Mark Stagg said he was not 
commenting on the project 
for the time being.

“We’re really not in-
volved, it’s not really us 
-the city of New York has 
approached us,” Stagg said. 
“But we will make an offi -
cial statement soon. We’re 
just fi nishing a great build-
ing in a wonderful neigh-
borhood, and we’re excited 
about it.”

Local residents inter-
viewed said they were 
shocked to hear about 
the plans, and questioned 
whether the location was 
appropriate.

“That’s horrible,” said 
Oliva Davila. “I thought it 
was going to be a regular 
apartment building. How 
can they keep it a secret 
like that? They don’t want 
people to know, or to pro-
test.”

Outrage as Kingsbridge 
building eyed as a shelter
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(l-r) Michael Max Knobbe, John Marano, Joseph Thompson, Rosemary De Luca, John Bonizio, Thomas Messina representing Congressman Joseph Crowley had a great eve-
ning. Photo courtesy of Geri Sciortino

Rosemary De Luca (c) received congratulations from her friends 
(l-r) Geri Sciortino, Elizabeth Figueroa, Lisa Sorin, Ana Vincenty 
and Laura Guerriero at the celebration. 
 Photo courtesy of Geri Sciortino

Rosemary De Luca (2nd from r) re-
ceived a framed aerial rendering of 
the Bronx Zoo. 
 Photo courtesy of Geri Sciortino

Senator Jamaal Bailey (r) presented De Luca (c) with an citation of 
merit. Photo courtesy of Geri Sciortino

Rosemary De Luca happily accepted her awards and proclamations from (l-r) assem-
bly members Victor Pichardo, Jeffrey Dinowitz, Luis Sepulveda and Mark Gjonaj. 
 Photo courtesy of Geri Sciortino

(back, l-r) Geri Sciortino, Laura Guerriero, Lisa Sorin, Elizabeth Figueroa and Ana 
Vincenty held photos of (front, l-r) Senator Jeff Klein; assembly members Michael 
Benedetto and Mark Gjonaj; John Calvelli, Bronx Zoo’s Wildlife Conservation Society 
vice president of Public Affairs and Thomas Messina. Photo courtesy of Geri Sciortino

An outgoing Wildlife Conservation Society leader was honored for her dedicated service to the institution and the people of the Bronx. A retirement party was held in honor 
of the Bronx Zoo WCS’ Rosemary De Luca on Wednesday, July 12 inside the zoo’s Schiff Family Great Hall. De Luca has served as WCS’ director of Government Relations for 
the last 16 years and previously worked as the New York Botanical Garden’s Community Affairs manager for seven years. Borough President Ruben Diaz, Jr. and other elected 
offi cials declared the day as ‘Rosemary De Luca Day’ in her honor.

Bronx Zoo’s Rosemary De Luca Celebrates Retirement
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TRIPLE SHOOTING NEAR WEBSTER AVENUEPEDESTRIAN FATALLY HIT IN WESTCHESTER SQ.

Two men were arrested last Wednesday night for committing a triple shooting that 
left a four-year-old girl and two men in the hospital. According to police, the gun-
men James Thomas, 57, and Fredrick Fielder, 33, have been charged with assault 
and reckless endangerment. The shooting happened on Wednesday, July 12 around 
11:31 a.m. on East 167th Street near Webster Avenue in Morrisania. Thomas who is on 
lifetime parole for a 1983 murder, and Fielder, a Bloods gang member with 12 prior ar-
rests, were allegedly conspiring to defraud Medicaid when a disagreement erupted 
about the scam. Police said two groups of people converged at the location for an 
arranged meeting to hash out their differences until a fi ght broke out. Two men in 
the group allegedly drew guns and fi red 17 shots, but some of the bullets struck a 
nearby little girl and two men. Thomas was shot in the back and Fielder was hit in 
both legs. Their injuries were not considered life-threatening. The little girl and two 
men injured in the shoot out are all expected to make full recoveries.
                 Photo by Edwin Soto

A pedestrian was fatally struck in Westchester Square last week. According to po-
lice, a 53-year-old man was struck and killed by a SUV as he attempted to cross East 
Tremont Avenue at St. Peters Avenue on Thursday, July 13 at 9:50 p.m. The victim, 
whose identity was not released, was walking south across East Tremont Avenue 
when a 2000 Lincoln Navigator traveling west slammed into him. The man was pro-
nounced dead on arrival by fi rst responders. The driver was not charged in the acci-
dental collision.                                                                                       Photo by Edwin Soto

BY ARTHUR CUSANO
The NYC Parks Department and 

Councilman Fernando Cabrera 
celebrated the ribbon cutting for 
a major renovation of Grand Play-
ground earlier this month. 

Cabrera was joined Monday, 
July 10, by Parks Commissioner 
Mitchell J. Silver and borough 
parks commissioner Iris Rodri-
guez-Rosa at the site to celebrate 
the completion of the $2.6 million 
renovation project.

Renovations and additions to 
the Fordham Heights playground, 
fi rst acquired by the city in 1979, 
include a seating area geared to-
wards seniors, a new basketball 
court on the lower level, a spray 
shower for children and a special 
play area for children of different 
ages and two new entrances. 

The celebration comes a year 
after work crews broke ground for 
the major renovation of the park. 

Discussions to revitalize the 
park began as far back as 2010, and 
Cabrera had criticized the previ-
ous parks administration for a 
failure to get the project moving 
even as funding became available 
through his offi ce.

“Grand Avenue Playground 

was one of the fi rst parks commu-
nity residents contacted me about 
because of the dire need for re-
pairs,” Cabrera said.  “Structural 
issues caused by years of neglect 
were affecting nearby properties. 
I’m happy that in one year, work 
has been completed and this space 
has been restored to the commu-
nity for recreation and peaceful 
enjoyment,” said Cabrera.

Also on hand for the opening 
were children from Trabajamos 
Community HeadStart, a local 
headstart program in University 
Heights that will directly benefi t 
from the renovated park.

“We are a school that does not 
have a playground,” said Naomi 
Ortiz, a teacher at the school. “We 
depend on the public playgrounds, 
so we were excited to see another 
park opening.”

The school cares for children 
all year long, and Ortiz said she 
looked forward to students using 
the new sprinklers during the 
summer and enjoying local nature 
in the fall.

“Our students are learning 
about the leaves turning colors 
and caterpillars turning into but-
terfl ies, so we depend on the parks 

for all of these things,” Ortiz said. 
 Silver thanked Cabrera for 

making the renovations possible. 
The playground had long been 

in dire need of repairs, he said, 
and the parks department not only 
went beyond repairs to completely 
transform the space, but also did 
so under deadline.

“NYC Parks is working tire-

lessly to make sure Bronx commu-
nities have access to beautiful, top-
notch parks,” Silver said.

Cabrera is also working with 
the parks department to renovate 
the Mt. Hope Gardens Park, lo-
cated a few blocks away at Cres-
ton Avenue and East Burnside Av-
enue. 

Renovations include the install-

ment of a new playground area and 
equipment for children, as well as 
a new spray shower and an Ameri-
cans With Disabilities Act-compli-
ant drinking fountain. 

Seating and planting areas will 
also be improved, while retaining 
walls will be renovated. 

That project is slated to be com-
pleted in the spring of 2019.

Grand Playground reopens after major facelift

Children of all ages enjoyed traversing Grand Playground’s brand new play area. Photo by Malcolm Pinckney/NYC Parks
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Cardinal McCloskey Community Services ex-
ecutives and staff and children in their fos-
ter care program at the Bronx Zoo enjoyed 
beings explorers for the day. 
 Photo by Silvio Pacifi co

The Cardinal McCloskey Community Servic-
es foster care programs transformed into 
‘Explorers for a Day’ at the organization’s 
annual Bronx Zoo adventure on Thursday, 
July 13. Funds raised at the celebration will 
go toward therapeutic support of the pro-
grams’ children. 

EXPLORERS FOR
A DAY AT THE 
BRONX ZOO

Rocking the Boat program director Ben 
Bentley (l) and Carlos Rivera (r) painted a 
boat. Photo by Silvio Pacifi co

(l-r) AkzoNobel executives Simon Poppin, Ben Mitchell, Peter Tomlinson and AkzoNobel 
sailing crew member Roberto ‘Chuny’ Bermudez de Castro prepared a boat to take water 
samples on the Bronx River. Photo by Silvio Pacifi co

AkzoNobel Sailing Team charted a course 
for the Brooklyn Marina. 
 Photo by Silvio Pacifi co

AkzoNobel’s Volvo Ocean Race team skippered by world-class sailor Simeon Tienpont visited Rocking the Boat on Tuesday, July 11 to engage the sailors in a fun-spirited sailing competi-
tion, conduct on-water environmental testing, paint boats and exchange gifts.

ROCKING THE BOAT, AKZONOBEL SAIL TO BROOKLYN MARINA

(front, l-r) VIP Community Services’ Debbie 
Pantin, CEO and Carmen Rivera, assistant 
vice president; artist Tova Snyder; Health 
commissioner Dr. Mary Bassett; Senator 
Gustavo Rivera; Assemblyman Michael Blake 
and Vanessa M. Smith, DOHMH project man-
ager celebrated underneath the school’s 
new mural. Photo by Aracelis Batista

The NYC Department of Health and Mental 
Hygiene, VIP Community Services, lead mu-
ralist Tova Snyder, Community Board 6 and 
C.S. 211 celebrated the unveiling of a mural 
representing the community’s mental health 
on Tuesday, July 11.

C.S. 211 UNVEILS 
MENTAL HEALTH 

MURAL
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The Bronx River Al-
liance, a non-profi t part-
nership group with NYC 
Parks and dozens of com-
munity-based partners, 
announced on Saturday 
the launch of the Cam-
paign for River House—
their new headquarters in 
Starlight Park, which will 
offer educational and rec-
reational programming 
once complete in Fall of 
2017. The Campaign is a 
three-year effort to raise 
$2 million in private funds 
for expanded programs 
and stewardship of this in-
novative green building, 
called the “Greenest Build-
ing in the South Bronx” 
by The New York Times. 
To-date, $900,000 has been 
committed to the Cam-
paign for River House, in-
cluding lead gifts from Con 
Edison and the Prospect 
Hill Foundation. The Cam-
paign is chaired by Carrie 
Elston Tunick and Peter 
Bourbeau.

 River house is a 7,000 
square–foot NYC Parks 
facility operated by the 
Bronx River Alliance, lo-
cated alongside the river in 
Starlight Park, the newest 
gem on the Bronx River, in 
the South Bronx. The facil-
ity features a boathouse, 
nature classroom, commu-
nity gathering space, and 
will be the base of opera-
tions for the restoration of 
the river and the develop-
ment of the Bronx River 
Greenway.

 River House incorpo-
rates high-level green de-
sign elements, striving for 
LEED Platinum certifi ca-
tion, and will be heated 
and cooled by a geothermal 
system, powered with solar 
panels, and covered with a 
blanket of shading green-
ery. Rainwater will also be 
collected to help fl ush toi-

lets, feed the landscaping, 
and wash canoes.

 “The Campaign for 
River House is a roadmap 
for success over the next 
ten years once we open the 
doors to River House,” says 
Maggie Scott Greenfi eld, 
Executive director of the 
Bronx River Alliance and 
Bronx River Administra-
tor for NYC Parks. “We’ve 
made so much progress 
over the past 15 years: 
from opening 20 new acres 
of waterfront parkland in 
the South Bronx to bring-
ing out over 16,000 stu-
dents to study and learn 
from the river. We are ex-
cited to move into this new 
phase of our growth and 
to offer this beautiful new 
space—River House—as 
a resource for Bronx com-
munities to come together 
and teach one another 
about the river.”

 “The Bronx River is 
a gem in our City’s park 
system,” said NYC Parks 
commissioner Mitchell J. 
Silver, FAICP. “NYC Parks 
is working with the Bronx 
River Alliance to restore 
NYC’s only freshwater 
river, so New Yorkers can 
use it for their recreation 
and enjoyment for genera-
tions to come. This Cam-
paign for River House is 
the next step in the Alli-
ance’s long-term vision for 
how to strength our collec-
tive efforts for this urban 
river and create new op-
portunities for Bronx resi-
dents.”

 A $250,000 lead gift to 
the Campaign for River 
house by Con Edison was 
announced at the River 
House Celebration. “Over 
the years, Con Edison has 
been proud to sponsor the 
Bronx River Alliance. It 

is a vital asset to the bor-
ough’s environmental and 
recreational needs. Now 
with River House that good 
work will expand with na-
ture classrooms, demon-
strations of clean energy 
solutions, and more com-
munity programs,” said 
Frances A. Resheske, se-
nior vice president, Corpo-
rate Affairs, Con Edison.

Bronx River Alliance 
chair Veronica Vanter-
pool added, “We thank Con 
Edison for their generous 
contribution to the Cam-
paign for River House and 
welcome other likeminded 
businesses to join with 
them to support what is 
truly an environmental 
renaissance on the river. 
Thanks to thousands of 
volunteers, donors and 
partners the river has been 
transformed from an aban-
doned dumping ground 

into a cherished natural 
resource.”

 Sonia Manzano, Ma-
ria from Seasame Street¸ 
joined in the day’s festivi-
ties adding, “When I was 
a little girl growing up 
in the Bronx, one day my 
uncle took me to a garage 
to buy something, and I 
wandered to the back of 
the garage where the doors 
were opened. There I was 
shocked to see a body of wa-
ter. Time passed. I began to 
think that I had dreamed 
the incident because I 
never saw that body of wa-
ter again. Years passed and 
I read in The Times that 
two women were trying to 
clean up the Bronx River. 
And I thought to myself: I 
knew there was a body of 
water in the Bronx. When 
people have access to this 
river and access to this 
greenway it will make any 

problems that they are go-
ing through seem smaller 
and more manageable. So 
what you are doing for the 
people is much more than 
you think.”

  Assemblyman Marcos 
Crespo added “The river 
is a treasure of the Bronx 
that has long been hidden 
from view. Thanks to the 
efforts of the Bronx River 
Alliance, working together 
with community partners, 
NYC Parks and all levels 
of government, the river 
has become a symbol of 
the rebirth of the Bronx as 
a whole. And River House 
is a beacon to all of the 
progress that we’ve made 
through community lead-
ership and meaningful 
partnerships to defi ne our 
own path forward.”

 For more information, 
visit www.bronxriver.org/
RiverHouse.

Bronx River Alliance launches River House campaign

GregKiss (left0 and AssemblymanCrepo   Photo courtesy of JeffReuben

On Thursday, August 
3, the VISIONS Bronx 
Advisory Board will host 
its Celebrity Bartending 
Event at 6 p.m. at Tosca 
Rooftop on East Tremont 
Avenue. 

Now in its 5th year, this 
event has become a Bronx 
tradition. The money that 

is raised will help support 
VISIONS free programs 
for individuals who are 
blind and their families 
that live in the Bronx. 

Celebrity bartend-
ers will be Ed Birdie, NY 
Power Authority; John 
Cerini, Bronx Tax Man 
Corporation and Bronx 

Advisory Board member; 
Taryn Duffy, Empire City 
Casino and Bronx Advi-
sory Board member; Jo-
seph A. McManus, Liberty 
Democratic Association; 
Jim Quent, Statewide Pub-
lic Affairs; Olga Tirado, 
the Bronx Tourism Coun-
cil.   

Tickets are $30 if pur-
chased prior to the event 
and $40 when purchased 
at the door.

VISIONS/Services for 
the Blind and Visually Im-
paired, founded in 1926, 
is a 501c3 social service 
and vision rehabilitation 
agency. VISIONS mission 

is to develop and imple-
ment programs to assist 
blind and visually im-
paired people of all ages to 
lead independent and ac-
tive lives, and to educate 
the public to understand 
the capabilities and needs 
of people who are blind 
and visually impaired.  

Their vision is for ev-
eryone to see what is pos-
sible.

For more information 
about VISIONS or to pur-
chase your tickets for Ce-
lebrity Bartending, visit 
VISIONS website www.
visionsvcb.org or call toll 
free 888-245-8333 ext. 120.

VISIONS hosts Celebrity Bartending Event Aug. 3rd
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BY PATRICK ROCCHIO
A new building rising in 

Longwood looks like it is one 
of the few in the community to 
be built without using housing 
subsides. 

Construction began on 
Thursday, July 6 on a residen-
tial building at 915 Dawson 
Street that will offer 29 apart-
ments, as well as various ame-
nities like an exercise room 
and indoor bicycle storage.  

The eight-story, 23,301 
square foot building is one of 
at least three planned in the 
southern part of the borough 
that are being developed by 
Propco Holdings and built by 
UA Builders Group, a nation-
wide construction company. 

According to a spokes-
woman for U.A. Builders, there 
will be no city-subsidies used 
in the new development at 915 
Dawson Street. 

“The Dawson Street proj-
ect furthers the ongoing revi-
talization of the south Bronx, 
and will provide the area with 
a new multi-family residential 
building with desirable mod-
ern amenities,” said Albert 
Gjonbalaj, UA Builders Group 
CEO. 

Richard Markel, UA Build-
ers Group vice-president, stated 
in an email that the project is 
planned for completion some-
time in the second-quarter of 
2018. 

“The units are being con-
structed with economy and 
affordability in mind,” stated 
Markel, adding the company 
is also currently designing 
new developments with Propco 
Holdings at 1081 Tiffany Street 

and 2061-64 Ryer Avenue.
Markel stated that in order 

to meet market demand, the 
project is predominantly one-
bedroom units that are approxi-
mately 500-square feet, with ad-
ditional 300-square foot studio 
apartments and 600-square foot 

two-bedroom apartments. 
“The residential units are 

being designed as clean, mod-
ern and economical with a mix 
of amenities well-suited for 
families and professional ten-
ants,” he stated. 

The project can be consid-

ered part of a larger redevel-
opment of the borough, said 
Alfred Popaj, Propco Holdings 
asset manager. 

“Redevelopment of the 
Bronx continues at a rapid pace 
and we’re excited to provide the 
neighborhood with a smartly-

designed and well-constructed 
building,” said Popaj, adding 
that UA Builders was selected 
because Propco is confi dent in 
their organizational and tech-
nical expertise.  

The apartments will feature 
wooden fl oors, modern kitchens 
with energy saving appliances, 
and programmable controls for 
a heating and ventilation sys-
tem. 

The building will feature an 
onsite laundry facility and an 
onsite recycling program, and 
is across the street from Rainey 
Park. 

Online leasing, payment and 
maintenance requests will be 
available to tenants. 

In designing the 915 Dawson 
Street, UA used Building Infor-
mation Modeling, a computer-
ized modeling system that cre-
ates a digital representation of 
something being constructed. 

“BIM allows us to proac-
tively solve problems before 
they are encountered in the 
fi eld,” stated Markel.  “This al-
lows us to build more quickly, 
more safely and with greater 
effi ciency than conventional 
means.” 

Markel stated that the Long-
wood community is a network 
of neighborhoods with diver-
sity and a rich history. 

Two sources with knowl-
edge of the community’s real 
estate development needs, nei-
ther of which were authorized 
to speak on the record, said 
that market-rate development 
was rare in the neighborhood 
and that local community lead-
ers would likely want to learn 
more about the project. 

that never get to the actual 
community. 

“We are going to inform 
the community and let them 
make their own decisions,” 
said Jaen, adding “I am in 
the position where I should 
let the community, mer-
chants and property owners 
know what is going on with 
big corporations that put us 
on the back burner.”

Other corporate par-
machies, including Rite-Aid 
and Walgreen’s, have been 
very eager to give back to 
the community.

CVS only appears to give 
to charities they select and 
never grassroot ones who 
solicit their help, said Jaen, 
saying that their commu-
nity giving stops at ‘corpo-
rate America’. 

“I am not sure that the 
residents know of their lack 
of support,” said Richard 
Rosario, TNMA vice-presi-
dent. “We want to inform all 
of our residents about the 
lack of support from such a 
large corporation.” 

CVS is the largest retail 
pharmacy operator in the 
country with about 9,700 

locations at the end of 2016. 
It is roughly an $80 billion 
company.  

The incident that 
spurred Jaen and his col-
leagues into action was 
when a CVS manager told 
TNMA offi cers that the 
company’s mere presence 
in the commercial corridor 
was its gift to the neighbor-
hood, according to Jaen. 

Whether it is contribut-
ing a portion of a parking 
lot for the annual TNMA 
sidewalk sale or donating to 
the organization’s annual 
golf outing.

from Page 1
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An artist’s rendering of the new Dawson Street building reveals its look and many of its features. 
 Photo courtesy of Propco and UA Builders Group

Market-rate building rises at 915 Dawson Street 



B
R

O
N

X
 W

E
E

K
L

Y
   

J
u

ly
 2

3
, 2

0
1

7
   

1
6

w
w

w
.B

X
T

im
e

s
.c

o
m

BRIDAL FASHION
BRIDAL CENTER
7233 Amboy Road, Staten Island, (718) 227-8647
www.alwaysabridesmaidboutique.com

BRIDAL STYLES BOUTIQUE
905 Ave. U, Brooklyn, (718) 339–3222
www.bridalstylesboutique.com

MONEY SAVER SHOES INC.
Specializing Wide Widths, Dyeable & Evening Shoes
2098 Flatbush Ave., Brooklyn, (718) 258-0171

ULTIMATE FASHIONS
4255 Amboy Rd, SI, NY 10308  (718) 605-3274
316 Woodbridge Center Drive, Woodbridge, NJ 07095
(732) 750-1174, ultfash@optonline.net  
Staten Island Mall
Lower Level, Macy’s Wing Staten Island New York 10314 (718) 
370-2984, www.ultfash.com

TUXEDOS
TUXEDO WORLD OF STATEN ISLAND
2791 Richmond Ave #6, SI, NY 10314
(718) 698-4859, www.tuxedoworldsi.com

CATERING & VENUES
ADRIA HOTEL & CONFERENCE CENTER
221-17 Northern Boulevard, Bayside, NY 11361
(718) 631-5900, www.adriahotelny.com

ATLAS STEAKHOUSE
943 Coney Island Avenue, off  18th Ave., Brooklyn, NY
(646) 494-7227, www.AtlasSteak.com

BAY RIDGE MANOR
476 76th St., Brooklyn, (718) 748-8855
www.bayridgemanor.com

BAYSIDE HISTORICAL SOCIETY
208 Totten Ave - Fort Totten, Bayside, NY 11359, 
(718) 352-1548, www.baysidehistorical.org/rentals.html

BUCKLEY’S
2926 Ave. S, Brooklyn
(718) 998-4222, www.buckleyscaterers.com

DYKER BEACH GOLF COURSE
86th Street and 7th Avenue, Brooklyn, NY 11228
(718) 836–9722 x 1 or privateeventdirector@dykerbeachgc
www.dykerbeachgc.com

EDIBLE ARRANGEMENTS
133-22 Springfi eld Blvd. (718) 528-3344
158-18 Cross Bay Blvd. (718) 848-3344
1357 Fulton St. (718) 622-3344
1557 Ralph Ave. (718) 451-3344
www.ediblearrangements.com/stores/StoreLocator.aspx

GLEN TERRACE
5313 Ave. N, Brooklyn (718) 252-4614

GRAND OAKS COUNTRY CLUB
200 Huguenot Ave., Staten Island
(718) 356–2771, www.grandoaksnyc.com

GRAND PROSPECT HALL
263 Prospect Ave., Brooklyn (718) 788-0777
www.grandprospecthall.com

GREENHOUSE CAFE
7717 Third Ave., Brooklyn (718) 833-8200
www.greenhousecafe.com

IL FORNETTO
2902 Emmons Ave. in Brooklyn, (718) 332-8494
www.ilFornettoRestaurant.com

KENNEDY’S BREEZY POINT
406 Bayside, Rockaway Point, NY 11697
(718) 945-0202, www.kennedysbreezypoint.com

MARBELLA RESTAURANT
220-33 Northern Blvd., Bayside, NY 11361
(718) 423-0100, www.marbella-restaurant.com

NICK’S LOBSTER HOUSE
2777 Flatbush Ave, Brooklyn, NY 11234, (718) 253-7117

PARADISE CATERING HALL
51 Avenue U, Brooklyn, NY 11223
(718) 372-4352, www.theparadisecateringhall.com

THE PEARL ROOM
8518 - 3rd Avenue, Brooklyn, NY 11209
(718) 833-6666, www.pearlroombklyn.com

PELHAM BAY & SPLIT ROCK GOLF COURSE
870 Shore Road, Bronx, NY 10464, (718) 885-1258 x224 or  
privateeventdirector@pelhamsplitrock
http://www.pelhamsplitrock.com

QUEENS BOTANICAL GARDEN
43-50 Main St, Flushing, NY 11355 (718) 886-3800 x201
www.queensbotanical.org/weddingsandevents

SCHNITZEL HAUS
7319 5th Avenue, Bay Ridge, NY 11029
(718) 836-5600, www.schnitzelhausny.com

SIRICO’S CATERERS
8015-23 13th Ave., Brooklyn, (718) 331-2900,
www.siricoscaterers.net

TERRACE ON THE PARK
52-11 111 Street, Flushing, NY 11368, (718) 592-5000,
www.terraceonthepark.com

THE VANDERBILT AT SOUTH BEACH
300 Father Capodanno Blvd., Staten Island
(718) 447-0800, www.vanderbiltsouthbeach.com

LODGING
ADRIA HOTEL AND CONFERENCE CENTER
221-17 Northern Boulevard, Bayside, NY 11361
www.adriahotelny.com, (800) 272-3742

ENTERTAINMENT
AMAZING BOTTLE DANCERS
(800) 716-0556, pasproductions@yahoo.com 
www.bottledancers.com

E-SQUARED PRODUCTIONS/
360 ENTERTAINMENT
4308 Richmond Ave. in Staten Island or 1665 Bath Ave. in 
Brooklyn, (718) 227–3235, www.e2dj.com

FAVORS & INVITATIONS
UNFORGETTABLE EVENTS
2049 Flatbush Ave in Brooklyn, (718) 377-4535,

FLORISTS
FLORAL FANTASY
3031 Quentin Rd. in Brooklyn, (718) 998-7060 or
(800) 566–8380, www.fl oralfantasyny.com

HENRY’S FLORIST
8103 Fifth Ave. in Brooklyn
(800) 543-6797 or (718) 238–3838, 
www.henrysfl oristweddingevents.com

MARINE FLORIST AND DECORATORS
1995 Flatbush Ave. in Brooklyn, 
(800) 447-6730 or (718) 338-3600, 
www.marinefl orists.com

JEWELRY
BENNY’S JEWELRY
89-02 165th Street, Suite B-1, Jamaica, NY 11432
(718) 526-4613, www.bennyny.com

BOBBY’S JEWELERS DIAMOND SPECIALIST
514 - 81 Street, Brooklyn, NY, 11209
(718) 745-1725

LIMOUSINE SERVICES
MILA LIMOUSINE CORPORATION
(718) 232-8973, www.milalimo.com

ROMANTIQUE/DOUBLE DIAMOND LIMOUSINES
1421-86 Street, Brooklyn (718) 351-7273
2041-Hylan Blvd., Staten island (718) 351-7273
www.rddlimos.com

SERGI’S PARTY LIMO
171-15A Northern Blvd, Queens, NY 11358
(718) 353-5466, (212) 682-4040, (516) 489-4040
Toll Free: (888) 546-6134, (888) limo-134
Fax: (718) 353-5499, info@sergislimo.com
www.sergislimo.com

VIP LIMOS SVC
(516) 488-LIMO(5466), 
www.viplimosvc.com

PHOTOGRAPHY & VIDEO
FANTASY PHOTOGRAPHY
3031 Quentin Rd., Brooklyn (718) 998-0949
www.fantasyphotographyandvideo.com

GLAMOUR ME PHOTO & VIDEO
104-12 111th St., South Richmond Hill, (888) 400-2738 or (718) 
504–1970, www.glamourmestudio.com

ONE FINE DAY PHOTOGRAPHERS
459 Pacifi c St., Massapequa Park (516) 690–1320
www.onefi nedayphotographers.com

SALONS
AF BENNETT SALON
350 New Dorp Lane, Staten Island NY 10306
(718) 979-9000 www.afbennett.com

PILO ARTS SALON
8412 3 Ave, Brooklyn (718) 748–7411  www.piloarts.com

SERVICES
JOSEPH LICHTER, D.D.S.
1420 Ave. P in Brooklyn, (718) 339-7878,
www.josephlichterdds.com

OMNI DENTAL CARE
313 Kings Hwy. in Brooklyn, (718) 376-8656
www.omnidentalcare.com

THE VEIN CENTER OF THE VASCULAR INSTITUTE 
OF NY
Dr. Natalie Marks
960 - 50 Street, Brooklyn, NY 11219  
(718) 438-0067
www.vascularnyc.com

TRAVEL
JO-LYN TRAVEL AGENCY
7505-15th Avenue, Brooklyn, NY 11219
(718) 232-3139, jolyntravel@aol.com

WEDDING EXPOS
BOSCO’S WEDDING EXPO
www.cl.boscoweddings.com

BRIDAL AFFAIR
(718) 317–9701, www.bridalaff air.com

GREAT BRIDAL EXTRAVAGANZA
North Babylon, NY 11703, 631-667-EXPO (3976)
www.greatbridalextravaganza.com

TO BE INCLUDED IN THIS DIRECTORY CALL (718) 260–2500


