
BY PATRICK ROCCHIO
People of all ages gained access 

to a newly rebuilt oasis with the 
fi nishing of a major improvement 
at a Soundview park. 

Dignitaries from across the 
borough cut a ribbon on Monday, 
July 10 to celebrate $1.5 million in 
improvements at Parque De Los 
Ninos’ playground and basketball 
court along the park’s southern 
border. 

The work included new play 
equipment for children ages 2 to 
12, a spray shower, safety surfac-

ing, plantings, seating area with 
1964 World’s Fair replica benches, 
drinking fountain and fencing.  

The project is Phase 1 of a two-
part rehabilitation in the park, 
with Phase 2 expected to kick off 
in the fall and include rebuilding 
of the park’s ballfi elds and the ad-
dition of a running track around 
much of the greenspace’s perim-
eter, sources said. 

Borough President Ruben 
Diaz Jr., said that between the 
two phases, his offi ce will fund 

BY ARTHUR CUSANO
The family of slain Bronx 

NYPD police offi cer Miosotis Fa-
milia will get help from a founda-
tion as questions continue to sur-
round the circumstances of her 
death and her deceased murderer.

Leaders of the Stephen Siller 
Tunnels to Towers Foundation an-
nounced at a Friday, July 7 press 
conference in Times Square the 
foundation was collecting dona-
tions for the Familia family.

Chairman Frank Siller, the 
brother of Stephen Siller, a fi re-
fi ghter who ran through the Brook-
lyn Battery Tunnel  on 9/11 to the 
World Trade Center where he died 
in the collapse, said another police 
offi cer assassinated in the line of 
duty was reminiscent of the kill-
ing of NYPD detectives Rafael Ra-
mos and Wenjian Liu in Brooklyn 
in 2014.

“Offi cer Miosotis Familia was 
killed in the exact same way,” 
Siller said. “She was shot through 
a window of a command vehicle 
and murdered in cold blood. This 
is yet another senseless tragedy.”

Familia, 48, was shot in the 
early morning hours of Wednes-
day, July 5 while sitting in an 
NYPD mobile command vehicle. 

The gunman, Alexander 
Bonds, was killed soon afterwards 
by responding police offi cers. 

NYPD Chief of Patrol Terance 
Monahan remembered Familia 
as a single mother raising three 
children, who also cared for her 
elderly mother.

“She was their caregiver, their 
sole support,” Monahan said. “She 
was the one they depended on for 
everything and she was taken 
away solely because she was a 
cop.”

BY ARTHUR CUSANO
There have been times the 

Bronx was deemed the next big 
thing, only to see interest wane. 
But this time, the interest may ac-
tually be very real

That was the opinion of some 
prominent Bronx developers at a 
forum hosted by the Urban Land 
Institute of New York at the Bronx 
Museum, of the Arts on Tuesday, 
July 12. 

“This time feels a little bit differ-
ent,” said Guy Leibler, president of 
Simone Healthcare Development. 

“Part of that is land speculation, 
and that hasn’t happened by ac-
cident. There have been smart in-
vestments in developments where 
developers see value. I think we’re 
seeing an increasing job base in the 
Bronx.” 

He cautioned that poverty and 
substandard housing in the Bronx 
still had to be addressed before it 
could truly fl ourish.

Leibler spoke about his Hutchin-
son Metro Center development in 
the northeast Bronx, which mixes 
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Familia 
family 

fundraiser 
launched

High Flying Fun
Bronxites and their families fl ocked to Fordham Plaza for the Fordham 
Road Business Improvement District’s special movie screening of ‘Top 
Gun’ on Friday, June 30. Stilt walking performer Dani Leigh (l) and Seita 
Berete were ready to give hula hooping a spin.     Photo by Miriam Quin

Parque De Los Ninos 
celebrates improvements 
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POT of GOLD
Sherbee Antiques is a family-owned business that has been 

serving the tri-state area for over 60 years. 
We buy from the full contents of homes and estates 

to single items. We specialize in high-end goods such as 
antiques, art, fi ne porcelain, lighting, bronzes and sculptures. 

We have particular interest in fi ne jewelry, timepieces, 
diamonds, gold and silver. 

If you call we will come to you, free of charge, and evaluate 
what you are selling. We know the value of your possessions 
and are willing to pay top dollar on the spot. Please feel free 
to call seven days a week for a free same day consultation.

You may be sitting on a large fortune. 
Call Sherbee Antiques. They’ll tell you how much.

CALL TODAY 917-748-7622 OR 718-762-7448 
You’ll be glad you did.

Sherbee  Antiques
Est. 1940

© 2016 Biogen. All rights reserved. 11/16 US-1028 v2
225 Binney Street, Cambridge, MA 02142 • 1-800-456-2255

Navigating MS
 Register for a free,  

live educational program  
happening in your area.

N

Hear from a healthcare professional and be inspired by someone living with relapsing  

multiple sclerosis (MS)—learn about the possible causes, treatment options, and support 

services through the Above MSTM program from Biogen, a company committed to MS.
 
Location: Date: 

 

 Time: 

   

Register today at Navigating-MS.com or call 1-866-955-9999.

11:30 AM- 1:30 PM

Friday, August 4, 2017Pasquale Rigoletto Restaurant
2311 Arthur Avenue
Bronx, New York 10458

BY PATRICK ROCCHIO
A local opera singer has 

a dream to attend one of 
the best performing arts 
colleges in the world, and 
is looking for community 
support. 

Kayla Faccilongo of 
Throggs Neck has started 
a gofundme.com fund-
raiser with a $10,000 goal 
that would help her move 
to London and attend the 
Royal Academy of Music.

She plans on attending 
in the fall to further per-
fect her technique as an op-
era singer. 

Faccilongo, 24, who 
recently graduated from 
CUNY Queens College’s 
Aaron Copland School of 
Music and works as a bar-
tender, won admission to 
the prestigious conser-
vancy as a master’s degree 
student.

The school’s acceptance 
rate is only about 10 per-
cent, she said. 

The mezzo-soprano has 
been performing opera for 
ten years after growing up 
singing and studying mu-
sic, and believes that opera 
is her calling, she said. 

“I feel that this is what I 
have been put on this Earth 
to do,” she said. 

She said that the Royal 
Academy of Music’s focus 
on stagecraft and acting 
appealed to her. 

“There are many won-
derful places to study op-
era and Royal Academy is 
one of the best,” she said. 
“I happened upon Royal 
Academy more so because 
of its location; I have al-
ways had an intense wan-
derlust and I have always 
had the desire to live in an-
other country.” 

The $10,000 she seeks 
to raise would enable her 
to establish herself in Lon-
don, serve as an emergency 
fund and perhaps fi ll in 
gaps in student loan fund-
ing.  

“I want to ensure that I 
have the funds in case the 
loans come late or are not 
what’s expected,” she said, 
explaining that the overall 
cost for an international 
student’s tuition is $25,000 
a year. 

Faccilongo also stated 
that one of the reasons 
she’s pursuing her dream, 
which would ultimately en-
tail performing in places 
big and small around the 
world, is to encourage 
young people to go after 
their artistic dreams. 

She said that many of 
her colleagues expressed 
the notion that they don’t 
want to pursue opera any-
more because they feel that 
they don’t have enough 
money to continue, and she 
doesn’t want this to happen 

to her. 
Becoming a classically 

trained singer requires 
costly voice lessons, appli-
cation fees, and young art-
ist training programs. It 
can cost too much for many 
people of modest means, she 
explained. 

It was after high school 
that she came to a decision 
that she had to continue her 
musical career because she 
could not imagine herself 
doing anything else, she 
said. 

In addition to the go-
fundme.com fundraiser, 
she plans on holding a ben-
efi t concert for the cause 
at Starving Artist Café on 
City Island on Saturday, 
August 19.  

Faccilongo attended 
P.S. 175 on City Island and 
Fiorello H. LaGuardia High 
School of Music & Art and 
Performing Arts. 

She said her grandpar-
ents, who loved music, par-
ticularly infl uenced her. 

Some of her favorite op-
eras include Die Fleder-
maus, Dialogues of the Car-
melites and Così Fan Tutte. 

The singer stated that 
her boyfriend, an opera stu-
dent studying in Germany, 
has been particularly sup-
portive. 

To donate, go to www.go-
fundme.com/study-at-the-
royal-academy-of-music. 

TN opera singer holds 
her ‘dream’ fundraiser

Kayla Faccilongo, a local opera singer from Throggs Neck, performs. 
 Photo courtesy of Kayla Faccilongo
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ANTIQUES & ESTATE BUYERS

ANTIQUE & ESTATE BUYERS
We buy anything old. One piece or house full. 

WILL TRAVEL. HOUSE CALLS.

ANTIQUE & ESTATE BUYERS
We buy anything old. One piece or house full. 

WILL TRAVEL. HOUSE CALLS.
WILL TRAVEL

ENTIRE
TRI-STATE!

FREE
Estimates!

We Pay $CASH$ For 
Paintings, Clocks, Watches, 
Estate Jewelry & Fine China, 

From Single Items 
to Entire Estates!
Coin & Stamp Collections

Costume Jewelry
Antique Furniture  Lamps
Bronzes  Paintings  Prints

Chinese & Japanese 
Artwork & Porcelain

Sports Collectibles 
Comic Books  Old Toys  Records
Cameras  Sterling Flatware Sets

HUMMELS & LLADROS

ANTIQUES & ESTATE BUYERS

TOP $ PAID
FOR JUDAICA
COLLECTIBLES

HOUSE
CALLS

MOVING orDOWNSIZING?CALL
US!

Top $ Paid
for Antique

Sterling!

Military
Collections

Wanted
Swords,
Knives,

Helmets, etc.

SEE OUR AD EVERY SUNDAY IN THE POST

SAME DAY  
SERVICE  

AVAILABLE

SERVING BRONX 
AND THE ENTIRE  
TRI-STATE AREA

516-974-6528516-974-6528

WILL TRAVEL. WE MAKE HOUSE CALLS.
1029 WEST JERICHO TURNPIKE, SMITHTOWN, L.I.

HOUSE 
CALLS

ASK FOR CHRISTOPHER



healthcare facilities and re-
tail with a satellite campus 
of Mercy College. 

Expansion plans call for 
the addition of workforce 
housing for medical and aca-
demic fi elds, he said.

Brenda Rosen, president 
of Breaking Ground, a non-
profi t which specializes in 
supportive housing for high 
risk populations such as vet-
eran and seniors, said her 
company once had diffi culty 
fi lling units in the Bronx. 

That is no longer the case, 
she said. However the recent 
surge in property values and 
building costs make the sup-
portive housing she special-
izes in harder to build.

“The cost of land has re-
ally made it more challeng-
ing for us, who cannot com-
pete against private market 
developers,” she said. “We 
rely heavily on city (Request 
For Proposals).”

BRP Development’s Andy 
Cohen said that the Bronx 
has one big draw that is get-
ting noticed: its convenient 
location, which makes it at-
tractive for those priced out 
of Manhattan and Brooklyn.

“People are getting so far 
out into the outer boroughs 
where it gets affordable to 
live. And you can move to 
the Bronx where it is very 
close to where they work 
and pay less than they would 

in areas of Brooklyn and 
Queens”  Historically, there 
has been a lot of land in the 
Bronx owned by the city, Co-
hen said. 

The NYC Housing Pres-
ervation and Development 
worked to convert much of 
that land to affordable hous-
ing, he said. 

Cohen’s La Central proj-
ect in Melrose mixes market 
rate and affordable units, as 
well as retail and public com-
munity spaces. 

“Right now what you 
see in Bronx, especially the 
south Bronx, is that the city 
has created a market for af-

fordable housing, so from a 
private perspective it is dif-
fi cult to get  banks to invest 
in market rate, especially in 
the south Bronx,” he said.  

As for changing the per-
ception of the Bronx as a 
dangerous, poverty-stricken 
area, panelist said there was 
still work to do, but the fu-
ture looked promising.

“When you see develop-
ers coming into a borough 
from Manhattan who never 
would have come in fi ve or 
ten years ago, that tells you 
we’ve crossed a line,” Leibler 
said. “There is an excite-
ment.”

Family was unable to at-
tend the event as they were 
busy with funeral arrange-
ments. 

Viewing hours were held 
Monday, July 10 at World 
Changers Church on Grand 
Concourse, with a funeral 
Mass held the next morn-
ing. 

The group kicked off the 
fundraiser with a $100,000 
donation. 

Funds will go to the fam-
ily’s immediate housing 
needs. 

The remainder will be 
put in a trust for her three 
children. 

Donations can be made 
online at the foundation’s 
website, www.Tunnel2tow-
ers.org.

Bonds was treated at St. 
Barnabas Hospital just days 
prior to the shooting. 

He shot Familia while 
she and her partner were 
sitting in a mobile command 
unit in Fordham Heights.

On Thursday, July 6, Gov-
ernor Cuomo announced a 
review of Bond’s treatment 
prior to the shooting by the 
NYS Department of Health 
and Offi ce of Mental Health 
to determine whether all 
relevant policies, proce-
dures and safeguards were 
taken by the hospital.

Bonds, 34, a convicted 
felon with a lengthy rap 
sheet, had been prescribed 
anti-depressants by the hos-
pital before being released. 

Hospital offi cials and 
NYPD investigators dis-
agree on how long Bonds 
was admitted. 

The deceased gunman’s 
girlfriends said she had 
tried in vain to keep him at 
the hospital after he made 
comments saying he wanted 
to kill people.

St. Barnabas spokes-
man Howard Metzer said 
the hospital followed proper 
procedures in dealing with 
Bonds.

“We believe all mental 
health procedures and safe-
guards were properly fol-
lowed in the hospital’s eval-
uation of Mr. Bonds during 
the seven to eight-hour pe-
riod he was observed in our 
emergency room on July 1,” 
Metzer said. “We welcome 
any investigation and will 
fully cooperate.”
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Foundation launches Familia 
family fundraiser

NYPD police offi cer Miosotis Fa-
milia was laid to rest Tuesday, 
July 11 after being gunned down 
in Fordham Heights on July 5. A 
national charity is now raising 
funds for her three children. Cour-
tesy of the NYPD

Scores of law enforcement offi cials lined the Grand Concourse to view detective fi rst-grade Familia’s 
funeral procession on Tuesday. Photo by Miriam Quin

Bronx boom’s very real; attractive 
rents, location entice developers

(Right) Major developments like the La Central project planned for 
Melrose are part of a new wave of projects that local developers 
say marks a change in the way the Bronx is viewed.

S SSHOP OUR CLASSIFIED 
PAGES EVERY WEEK AND 

SAVE MONEY

Call 718.260.2555
..to sell your car in our 
CLASSIFIED SECTIONS 
& get...Real Results!

from Page 1
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SOLVE YOUR CHILD’S
READING PROBLEM
ACHIEVE

3 TO 6 YEARS OF
READING IMPROVEMENT

IN ONE YEAR!!!
“A Miracle In The Making!” - CBS TV

Dicker Reading Method
75 Brook Street, Scarsdale | 914.472.0600 | www.DickerReading.com

WATCH THIS VIDEO NOW:
www.nymetroparents.com/listing/Dicker-reading

CHILDREN AT OR
BELOW GRADE LEVEL

WILL BECOME THE
BEST READERS IN

THEIR CLASS
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Visitors of all ages enjoyed traversing the zoo’s Nature Trek, a fully-netted bridge-and-tower course and nature play area.
 Photo by Julie Larsen Maher/WCS

A brave participant traveled along the high-fl ying Treetop Adventure. 
 Photo by Julie Larsen Maher/WCS

Bronx Zoo launches new aerial attractions

Guests’ excitement soared to new heights as they scaled the Treetop Adventure’s 
seven challenging aerial ropes courses. Photo by Megan Maher/WCS

A young man attempted to keep his balance as he made his way toward the 
platform. Photo by Julie Larsen Maher/WCS

Slow and steady movements helped this man traverse one rope course’s narrow 
bridge. Photo by Julie Larsen Maher/WCS

BY ARTHUR CUSANO
The Bronx Zoo has launched 

two new attractions on its prop-
erty on the heels of its hit Animal 
Planet show, ‘The Zoo.’

The fi rst, Nature Trek, opened 
on Friday, July 1. Nature Trek is 
a fully-netted bridge-and-tower 
course and nature play area 
geared toward families with 
young children.

Sponsored by Coca-Cola, the 
new attraction encourages the 
exploration of the natural world 
through play. It is included with 
the purchase of a Bronx Zoo Total 
Experience Ticket.

The other new feature, The 
Bronx Zoo Treetop Adventure, 
opened on Friday, July 7, which in-
cludes both a Climb and Zipline.  

The area includes both an aer-

ial climbing experience featur-
ing seven rope courses of vary-
ing skill levels, and a zipline that 
runs more than 400 feet across the 
Bronx River and back, soaring 
more than 50 feet above the river. 

Bronx Zoo director Jim Bre-
heny said he likes the attractions 
because they force visitors to log 
off their mobile devices and enjoy 
nature in a way they otherwise 
would not be able to. 

“If you go on that ropes course, 
you’re fl ying around testing your 
ability and skill, in a natural set-
ting in the tree canopy above the 
Bronx River,” he said.

In keeping with the mission 
of the zoo as a steward of nature, 
the course is built without put-
ting nails in any of the trees.  The 
course, designed by Tree-Men-
dous, utilizes tension to form the 
course while allowing the trees to 
continue growing.

For safety purposes, the course 
does have a height requirement 
and upper level weight restric-
tion, and loose 



BY PATRICK ROCCHIO
Improvements to a monument 

area in a park dedicated to veter-
ans should make the picturesque 
site even more so. 

NYC Parks Department con-
fi rmed that it is beginning work 
on a $200,000 project to enhance 
the plaza area around a monument 
and ceremonial ramparts dedi-
cated to veterans at Bicentennial 
Veterans Memorial Park at Weir 
Creek. 

The plaza near the ramparts, 
monument and fl agpole overlook-
ing the creek will be outfi tted 
with interlocking stones to replace 
granite-like pavement that is chip-
ping and cracking, said Pat Devine 
of the Theodore Korony American 
Legion Post #253. 

Parks has consulted with local 
veterans, including Devine and 
Tom Hansen of the Korony Post, 
on the design. 

Both men were some of the orig-
inal veterans that helped advocate 
30 to 40 years ago for the creation 
of the passive park dedicated to the 
sacrifi ces of brave men and women 
of the U.S. Armed Forces. 

 “We have worked closely with 
the community board and (a) lo-
cal veterans group to create a de-

sign that meets the needs of ev-
eryone who uses this park, as the 
community relies on this space 
for gatherings and events,” said 
Iris Rodriguez-Rosa, Bronx Parks 
commissioner. 

Rodriguez-Rosa said that parks 
would move forward to replace the 
old, fractured granite pavement 
with pavers and colored concrete. 

Hansen said that based on 
their meetings with the Parks De-

partment, the paths surrounding 
the ramparts, monument and fl ag 
will also be widened, allowing for 
more people to gather during the 
ceremonies celebrating veterans. 

The increase in concrete sur-
facing will allow the veterans to 
accommodate larger crowds, said 
Devine, citing ceremonies that in-
clude Pearl Harbor Remembrance 
Day, Memorial Day, and those at 
the conclusion of the Throggs 

Neck Veterans Day Parade.
Funding for the project was 

allocated by Councilman James 
Vacca. 

In addition to this latest up-
grade, there have been improve-
ments including repair of walk-
ways and drainage, replacement of 
stones, tree plantings, new benches 
in a grove area, reseeding the me-
morial and plaza lawns, repair of 
railings, as well as irrigation and 

fencing for a softball fi eld.
“(This work) is just to modern-

ize, upkeep, restore and maintain,” 
the councilman said. 

Vacca said that most of the sug-
gestions for improvements came 
from Devine, who he said was in-
strumental in transforming land 
that had once was overgrown with 
phragmite-like reeds and an ille-
gal dumping site into a park. 

He recalls working with Devine 
when he was Community Board 10 
district manager and Devine was 
chairman of its Parks Commit-
tee. Vacca said Devine brought the 
park into existence.  

Parks fi rst made a presenta-
tion entitled ‘Bicentennial Veter-
ans Park Plaza Reconstruction’ to 
Community Board 10’s Parks Com-
mittee in June 2016. 

Devine said he is glad the work 
is happening, called it progress, 
and thanked Vacca for all of his ef-
forts on behalf of the park. 

Not all of Vacca’s plans for the 
park have been welcomed by the 
veteran community.

He recently targeted the park 
for an elaborate fi tness  equipment 
installation, only feet away from 
the memorial, that the veteran 
groups strongly denounced.
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To apply: Please email your resume to employment@hfhnyc.org. Indicate the position (custodian or security guard)  
and preferred location (NBX, SBX, or QNS) in the subject line of email.

NOW HIRING

Full-time jobs in south Jamaica, Queens and in north and south Bronx

For more information go to www.hfhnyc.org
We are an equal opportunity employer (eeo) committed to equal treatment of all employees without regard to race, national origin, religion, gender, age, 
sexual orientation, veteran status, physical or mental disability or other basis protected by law.

Duties: Cleaning hallways, lobbies, restrooms, floors, windows, and similar activities.

Qualifications: Ability to reach, bend, stoop, stand for periods of time, and lift reasonably heavy objects.

Duties: Patrolling the interior and exterior areas of building, monitoring the building’s entries and exits, 
maintaining a sign-in log with required identification, enforcing rules and regulations, preparing 
incident reports, learning the fire safety plan and evacuation procedures and assisting in fire drills.

Qualifications: Valid NYS security guard license, current 8-hour certificate and 16-hour certificate.  
Fire Guard (F-2) or Fire Safety Coordinator license a plus.

Custodians
&

Security 
Guards

We are recruiting full-time staff who enjoy working in a family-oriented, residential environment. Jobs are full-time.  
A high school diploma is not required.

We provide a competitive starting salary and benefits including comprehensive health insurance, life insurance, ample  
vacation, holiday, and personal and sick leave.

No fee.
We are a direct employer.

A work fence is going up for the planned construction of the replacement of granite fl ooring and enlargement of paths near 
the ramparts at Bicentennial Veterans Memorial Park. 
 Community News Group / Patrick Rocchio

Plans announced to rehab Bicentennial Mem’l Park



BY PATRICK ROCCHIO
A classical music ensemble is planning 

four upcoming concerts for the public to en-
joy. 

The concerts, performed in Woodlawn, 
Bedford Park and Co-op City between July 
and October, promise to bring high quality 
chamber music to local communities for 
free. 

The Bardekova Ensemble, founded 
about 30 years ago by Julliard-trained oboe 
player Ellen Bardekoff, a Fordham com-
munity member and life-long Bronxite, has 
upcoming dates at the Woolworth chapel at 
Woodlawn Cemetery, Poe Park’s Visitors 
Center, and in Co-op City’s Dreiser Loop 
Auditorium. 

“This is an opportunity to experience 
classical music for free in the Bronx,” said 
Bardekoff, adding that tickets to compa-
rable performances in Manhattan or else-
where can often cost $50 or more. 

There will be concerts at the Woolworth 
Chapel in Woodlawn on Sunday, July 16 and 
Sunday, September 3, both at 3 p.m. 

Performances will also take place at the 
Poe Park Visitor Center on Friday, July 28 
at 2 p.m. and at 177 Drieser Loop on Sunday, 
October 22 at 3 p.m. 

The mission of the Bardekova Ensemble 
is to bring free concerts to borough resi-
dents, including those in underserved com-
munities, and to expand their awareness of 
classical music, said Bardekoff. 

Crowds have been appreciative to fi nd 
classical music in their communities, she 
said. 

“I was playing in Poe Park a few years 
back and a man started crying (for joy),” 
said Bardekoff. “He went (to a NYC Parks 
Department employee) and thanked God he 
was able to fi nd a classical concert in the 
borough to experience.”

All of the performers have between two 
to four decades of experience performing 
classical music. 

The free concerts will feature not only 
classical pieces, but also renditions of the 
music of Miles David, Duke Ellington, Celia 
Cruz, Franz Danzi, Irving Berlin, George 
Cohan and others. 

The ensemble includes Bardekoff on 
oboe Richard Paratley on fl ute, Akari Ya-
mamoto on clarinet, Nancy Vizza on the 
French horn and Shotaro Mori on bassoon. 

Bardekoff grew up in the borough, where 
she began to play piano at a very young age.

She fi rst played at the urging of her 
mother, who was a singer. 

Her mother brought her to the world-
renowned Julliard School when she was 
six-years-old, and to her mother’s surprise 
she was accepted into the program, said 

Bardekoff. 
Years later, she returned to Julliard to 

obtain a masters degree. In the meantime, 
she had switched her interest from piano to 
oboe, and became a music teacher. 

For years she taught at schools includ-
ing at DeWitt Clinton High School, M.S. 
127 near Parkchester, and several Catholic 
schools both in the borough and Brooklyn. 

Funding for the Bardekova Ensemble 
comes from Bronx Council on the Arts, NYC 
Department of Cultural Affairs, Greater 
NY Arts Development Fund Program, Mu-
sic Performance Trust Fund and private do-
nations. 

The Coalition to Save Affordable Hous-
ing, Riverbay Corp. board of director An-
drea Leslie, and private donations, accord-
ing to Bardekoff, sponsored the Co-op City 
Concert. 

For information about the Woodlawn 
Cemetery concerts, contact the Woodlawn 
Conservancy at (718) 920-1469. 

For more information on the ensemble 
and the performances, visit thebardeko-
vaensemble.wordpress.com. 
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BY ROBERT WIRSING
Two local organizations 

are helping third world chil-
dren and their families see 
their world from a new per-
spective.

The Pelham Parkway 
Neighborhood Association 
and the Bronx Lions Club 
partnered up for a wonder-
ful humanitarian project to 
collect used eyeglasses for 
underprivileged children 
and adults residing in third 
world countries.

According to Steve 
Glosser, PPNA vice presi-
dent, the donated spectacles 
will be sterilized, cleaned 
and have their prescriptions 
determined before being de-
livered to Guatemala.

“When I fi rst contacted 
Bill Gumbel of the Bronx 
Lions Club he was very re-
ceptive to the idea of work-
ing together on this mas-
sive undertaking,” shared 
Glosser. “The Bronx Lions 
Club is a very community-
minded organization and 
we’re thrilled to be working 
with them for this worthy 
cause.”

This project marks a new 
effort for PPNA to broaden 
its service to the commu-
nity, Glosser stated.

Founded in 1923, the 
Bronx Lions Club estab-
lishes many eyeglass collec-
tion boxes throughout the 

borough and annually col-
lects in excess of 2,000 pairs 
of bifocals.

For this year’s insight-
ful project, Gumbel, Bronx 
Lions Club secretary, pro-
vided Glosser with ten eye-
glass collection boxes which 
he strategically placed 
throughout the Pelham 
Parkway neighborhood.

Approximately 430 eye-
glasses have been collected 
since this past April.

Glosser actively reviews 
the collection boxes on a bi-
weekly basis.

He confi rmed that the 
humanitarian project re-
mains ongoing with no end 
date in sight.

Residents interested in 
donating used eyeglasses are 
asked to drop them off at the 
following locations: Bronx 
House on 990 Pelham Park-
way South, Apple Bank on 
626 Pelham Parkway South, 
Pelham Parkway Vision on 
735 Lydig Avenue, Sterling 
Optical on 2168 White Plains 
Road, NY Eye Surgery Cen-
ter on 1101 Pelham Parkway 
North, Eye Care Unlimited 
on 1086 Morris Park Avenue, 
Designer Optical of Pelham 
on 2196A White Plains Road, 
St. Clare of Assisi Church on 
1919 Paulding Avenue and 
St. Francis Xavier Church 
on 1703 Lurting Avenue.

“The response was fan-

tastic,” he expressed. “This 
is further proof of the big 
hearts the giving people of 
Pelham Parkway have.”

He further credited its 
tremendous success to the 
collection sites’ staff mem-
bers and pastors openly pro-
moting the cause to their 
many customers and parish-
ioners.

“We thank them and 
deeply appreciate what they 
have done for their com-
munity,” said Glosser. “It’s 
wonderful to have so many 
businesses who put their 
community fi rst.” 

Additional drop off sites 
include Montefi ore Medical 
Center’s Henkind Eye In-
stitute on 3400 Bainbridge 
Avenue, Dime Community 
Bank on 1931 Turnbull Av-
enue, Bronx YMCA on 2 
Castle Hill Avenue, Ridge-
wood Savings Bank on 1770 
E. Gun Hill Road, Fromer 
Eye Center on 3130 Grand 
Concourse Suite 1J, Pear 
Tree Mall’s Stop and Stop on 
691 Co-op City Boulevard, 
Councilman Andy King’s 
District Offi ce on 940 E. Gun 
Hill Road and Co-op City Li-
brary on 2049 Asch Loop.

For more information, 
visit www.bronxlionsclub.
org or contact PPNA at pel-
ha mpa rkway na@g mai l .
com.

PPNA and the Lions Club 
donate the gift of eyesight

Steve Glosser (l) donated hundreds of used eyeglasses he collected to the Bronx Lions Club which will 
be shipped to Guatemala. Bronx Lions Club’s William Gumbel came to pick them up. Photo by Silvio 
Pacifi co

Local classical musician Ellen Bardekoff is the 
founder and leader of the Bardekova Ensemble.
 Photo courtesy of Ellen Bardekoff

Ensemble plans 
four upcoming 

classical concerts
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Scores of police offi cers from NYC, state and around the 
world paid their respects to a fallen police offi cer killed in 
an unprovoked attack. Ten blocks of the Grand Concourse 
transformed into a sea of blue as police offi cers stood 
outside of World Changers Church to give a fi nal salute 
to slain police offi cer Miosotis Familia on the morning of 
Tuesday, July 11. Approximately 5,000 mourners packed 
into the church to remember the fallen 46th Precinct po-
lice offi cer and offer their support to her grieving family 
and friends. Familia, a 12-year veteran, was fatally shot on 
Wednesday, July 5 while sitting in a marked NYPD com-
mand vehicle near the corner of Morris Avenue and East 
183rd Street in an unprovoked attack. She was promoted 
posthumously to detective fi rst-grade in honor of her ser-
vice to the community.
(Insert) A painted portrait of late detective fi rst grade Fa-
milia was displayed outside of World Changers Church as her 
funeral Mass was being conducted. Photo by Miriam Quin

(Top photo) East 184th Street and Grand Concourse was a sea 
of blue as police attended the somber memorial service. 
 Photo by Miriam Quin

Top left column)City and state police offi cers stood in soli-
darity as they gave a fi nal salute to 12-year veteran police 
offi cer Familia outside of World Changers Church.  
                       Photo by Miriam Quin

(Top right column) Police offi cers Amauris Rodriguez (l) and 
Thomas Natoli (r) from the 43rd Precinct joined many law 
enforcement offi cials in paying their respects to the late Fa-
milia.                                Photo by Miriam Quin
(Bottom left column)NYPD Highway Patrol police offi cers led 
the funeral procession on the Concourse. Photo by Miriam Quin

(Bottom right column) A police motorcade made its way down 
the thoroughfare as law enforcement offi cials watched. 
 Photo by Miriam Quin

(Bottom) The Grand Concourse was fi lled to the brim with 
police offi cers mourning the late Familia. Photo by Miriam Quin

LAW ENFORCEMENT LAW ENFORCEMENT 
REMEMBERS LATE REMEMBERS LATE 

POLICE OFFICER FAMILIAPOLICE OFFICER FAMILIA





$3,496,000 for improvements in 
the park. 

“This is one of those that has 
a special place in my heart,” said 
the borough president, adding 
he and his brother used to play 
league baseball on the two fi elds 
and that that his father, Senator 
Ruben Diaz Sr., used to reward 
them for their fi ne play with hot 
dogs on many occasions. 

He and his brother were on 
championship baseball teams in 
the early 1980s, said Diaz. 

“All we want is for the kids to 
enjoy themselves and create mem-
ories,” said Diaz, adding “Taking 
care of our parks and investing 
in them is something that is in-
cumbent on elected offi cials.” 

Having green spaces and 
parks are complementary to all 
of the other development taking 
place, said Diaz. 

The borough president also 
thanked another elected offi cial, 
Councilwoman Annabel Palma, 
for allocating millions of dollars 
of her own funds for the rebuild-
ing of the park. 

Diaz and Palma will fund 
Phase 2, according to NYC Parks 
Department.  

“Parque De Los Ninos play-
ground is a beacon of hope, em-
blematic of the Bronx’s promising 
future as a borough,” said Palma.  
“The de Blasio administration, 
Parks Department’s leadership, 
and our Bronx borough president 
have taken great strides to en-
sure the timely completion of this 
project.” 

The councilwoman said that 
playground is a direct investment 
in the community, and that she is 
thankful that local families have 
a safe-space for recreation. 

Phase 1 was completed with 
$156,000 from the mayor’s  offi ce, 
according to Parks Department. 

The renovation comes as a 
breath of fresh air for the Sound-
view community, said Assembly-
man Marcos Crespo. 

“Our kids and the Bronx over-
all deserve quality environments, 
and I am proud to know that this 
million dollar improvement will 
bring about just that,” said Cre-
spo. 
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from Page 1

Parque De Los Ninos 
celebrates improvements 

Joining with campers in the fun with a ribbon cutting on Monday, July 10 celebrating the opening were dignitaries including 
Iris Rodriguez-Rosa, borough NYC Parks commissioner; Assemblyman Luis Sepulveda; Senator Ruben Diaz Sr.; Mitchell Silver, 
NYC Parks commissioner; Borough President Ruben Diaz Jr., Assemblyman Marcos Crespo and William Rivera, Community 
Board 9 district manager. Photo courtesy of NYC Parks

FATAL SHOOTING AT SOUNDVIEW HOUSES

Police are searching for the gunman responsible for fatally shooting a man at 
Soundview Houses. According to police, Darren Massenburg, a 32-year-old father, 
was discovered with a gun shot wound to the head in front of the housing complex 
on Friday, June 30 at around 2:30 a.m. Massenburg was pronounced dead on arrival 
by fi rst responders. No arrests have been made in this ongoing investigation. Any-
one with information is asked to call Crime Stoppers at (800) 577-TIPS. All calls are 
kept strictly confi dential.

DETECTIVE ACCIDENTIALLY SHOTS HIMSELF

A NYPD detective is recovering from an accidental self-infl icted injury caused during 
a traffi c stop. According to a NYPD spokesman, a detective conducting a car stop 
at the intersection of Westchester Avenue and Simpson Street on Friday, July 7 at 
around 3:30 p.m. accidentally discharged his weapon striking himself in the leg. The 
car’s occupants Elizabeth Rios, 20, of 1113 South Townsend Street, and Luis Morales, 
32, of 1074 Clinton Avenue, were charged with criminal possession of a controlled 
substance. The detective is recovering from his injury.
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BRIDAL FASHION
BRIDAL CENTER
7233 Amboy Road, Staten Island, (718) 227-8647
www.alwaysabridesmaidboutique.com

BRIDAL STYLES BOUTIQUE
905 Ave. U, Brooklyn, (718) 339–3222
www.bridalstylesboutique.com

MONEY SAVER SHOES INC.
Specializing Wide Widths, Dyeable & Evening Shoes
2098 Flatbush Ave., Brooklyn, (718) 258-0171

ULTIMATE FASHIONS
4255 Amboy Rd, SI, NY 10308  (718) 605-3274
316 Woodbridge Center Drive, Woodbridge, NJ 07095
(732) 750-1174, ultfash@optonline.net  
Staten Island Mall
Lower Level, Macy’s Wing Staten Island New York 10314 (718) 
370-2984, www.ultfash.com

TUXEDOS
TUXEDO WORLD OF STATEN ISLAND
2791 Richmond Ave #6, SI, NY 10314
(718) 698-4859, www.tuxedoworldsi.com

CATERING & VENUES
ADRIA HOTEL & CONFERENCE CENTER
221-17 Northern Boulevard, Bayside, NY 11361
(718) 631-5900, www.adriahotelny.com

ATLAS STEAKHOUSE
943 Coney Island Avenue, off  18th Ave., Brooklyn, NY
(646) 494-7227, www.AtlasSteak.com

BAY RIDGE MANOR
476 76th St., Brooklyn, (718) 748-8855
www.bayridgemanor.com

BAYSIDE HISTORICAL SOCIETY
208 Totten Ave - Fort Totten, Bayside, NY 11359, 
(718) 352-1548, www.baysidehistorical.org/rentals.html

BUCKLEY’S
2926 Ave. S, Brooklyn
(718) 998-4222, www.buckleyscaterers.com

DYKER BEACH GOLF COURSE
86th Street and 7th Avenue, Brooklyn, NY 11228
(718) 836–9722 x 1 or privateeventdirector@dykerbeachgc
www.dykerbeachgc.com

EDIBLE ARRANGEMENTS
133-22 Springfi eld Blvd. (718) 528-3344
158-18 Cross Bay Blvd. (718) 848-3344
1357 Fulton St. (718) 622-3344
1557 Ralph Ave. (718) 451-3344
www.ediblearrangements.com/stores/StoreLocator.aspx

GLEN TERRACE
5313 Ave. N, Brooklyn (718) 252-4614

GRAND OAKS COUNTRY CLUB
200 Huguenot Ave., Staten Island
(718) 356–2771, www.grandoaksnyc.com

GRAND PROSPECT HALL
263 Prospect Ave., Brooklyn (718) 788-0777
www.grandprospecthall.com

GREENHOUSE CAFE
7717 Third Ave., Brooklyn (718) 833-8200
www.greenhousecafe.com

IL FORNETTO
2902 Emmons Ave. in Brooklyn, (718) 332-8494
www.ilFornettoRestaurant.com

KENNEDY’S BREEZY POINT
406 Bayside, Rockaway Point, NY 11697
(718) 945-0202, www.kennedysbreezypoint.com

MARBELLA RESTAURANT
220-33 Northern Blvd., Bayside, NY 11361
(718) 423-0100, www.marbella-restaurant.com

NICK’S LOBSTER HOUSE
2777 Flatbush Ave, Brooklyn, NY 11234, (718) 253-7117

PARADISE CATERING HALL
51 Avenue U, Brooklyn, NY 11223
(718) 372-4352, www.theparadisecateringhall.com

THE PEARL ROOM
8518 - 3rd Avenue, Brooklyn, NY 11209
(718) 833-6666, www.pearlroombklyn.com

PELHAM BAY & SPLIT ROCK GOLF COURSE
870 Shore Road, Bronx, NY 10464, (718) 885-1258 x224 or  
privateeventdirector@pelhamsplitrock
http://www.pelhamsplitrock.com

QUEENS BOTANICAL GARDEN
43-50 Main St, Flushing, NY 11355 (718) 886-3800 x201
www.queensbotanical.org/weddingsandevents

SCHNITZEL HAUS
7319 5th Avenue, Bay Ridge, NY 11029
(718) 836-5600, www.schnitzelhausny.com

SIRICO’S CATERERS
8015-23 13th Ave., Brooklyn, (718) 331-2900,
www.siricoscaterers.net

TERRACE ON THE PARK
52-11 111 Street, Flushing, NY 11368, (718) 592-5000,
www.terraceonthepark.com

THE VANDERBILT AT SOUTH BEACH
300 Father Capodanno Blvd., Staten Island
(718) 447-0800, www.vanderbiltsouthbeach.com

LODGING
ADRIA HOTEL AND CONFERENCE CENTER
221-17 Northern Boulevard, Bayside, NY 11361
www.adriahotelny.com, (800) 272-3742

ENTERTAINMENT
AMAZING BOTTLE DANCERS
(800) 716-0556, pasproductions@yahoo.com 
www.bottledancers.com

E-SQUARED PRODUCTIONS/
360 ENTERTAINMENT
4308 Richmond Ave. in Staten Island or 1665 Bath Ave. in 
Brooklyn, (718) 227–3235, www.e2dj.com

FAVORS & INVITATIONS
UNFORGETTABLE EVENTS
2049 Flatbush Ave in Brooklyn, (718) 377-4535,

FLORISTS
FLORAL FANTASY
3031 Quentin Rd. in Brooklyn, (718) 998-7060 or
(800) 566–8380, www.fl oralfantasyny.com

HENRY’S FLORIST
8103 Fifth Ave. in Brooklyn
(800) 543-6797 or (718) 238–3838, 
www.henrysfl oristweddingevents.com

MARINE FLORIST AND DECORATORS
1995 Flatbush Ave. in Brooklyn, 
(800) 447-6730 or (718) 338-3600, 
www.marinefl orists.com

JEWELRY
BENNY’S JEWELRY
89-02 165th Street, Suite B-1, Jamaica, NY 11432
(718) 526-4613, www.bennyny.com

BOBBY’S JEWELERS DIAMOND SPECIALIST
514 - 81 Street, Brooklyn, NY, 11209
(718) 745-1725

LIMOUSINE SERVICES
MILA LIMOUSINE CORPORATION
(718) 232-8973, www.milalimo.com

ROMANTIQUE/DOUBLE DIAMOND LIMOUSINES
1421-86 Street, Brooklyn (718) 351-7273
2041-Hylan Blvd., Staten island (718) 351-7273
www.rddlimos.com

SERGI’S PARTY LIMO
171-15A Northern Blvd, Queens, NY 11358
(718) 353-5466, (212) 682-4040, (516) 489-4040
Toll Free: (888) 546-6134, (888) limo-134
Fax: (718) 353-5499, info@sergislimo.com
www.sergislimo.com

VIP LIMOS SVC
(516) 488-LIMO(5466), 
www.viplimosvc.com

PHOTOGRAPHY & VIDEO
FANTASY PHOTOGRAPHY
3031 Quentin Rd., Brooklyn (718) 998-0949
www.fantasyphotographyandvideo.com

GLAMOUR ME PHOTO & VIDEO
104-12 111th St., South Richmond Hill, (888) 400-2738 or (718) 
504–1970, www.glamourmestudio.com

ONE FINE DAY PHOTOGRAPHERS
459 Pacifi c St., Massapequa Park (516) 690–1320
www.onefi nedayphotographers.com

SALONS
AF BENNETT SALON
350 New Dorp Lane, Staten Island NY 10306
(718) 979-9000 www.afbennett.com

PILO ARTS SALON
8412 3 Ave, Brooklyn (718) 748–7411  www.piloarts.com

SERVICES
JOSEPH LICHTER, D.D.S.
1420 Ave. P in Brooklyn, (718) 339-7878,
www.josephlichterdds.com

OMNI DENTAL CARE
313 Kings Hwy. in Brooklyn, (718) 376-8656
www.omnidentalcare.com

THE VEIN CENTER OF THE VASCULAR INSTITUTE 
OF NY
Dr. Natalie Marks
960 - 50 Street, Brooklyn, NY 11219  
(718) 438-0067
www.vascularnyc.com

TRAVEL
JO-LYN TRAVEL AGENCY
7505-15th Avenue, Brooklyn, NY 11219
(718) 232-3139, jolyntravel@aol.com

WEDDING EXPOS
BOSCO’S WEDDING EXPO
www.cl.boscoweddings.com

BRIDAL AFFAIR
(718) 317–9701, www.bridalaff air.com

GREAT BRIDAL EXTRAVAGANZA
North Babylon, NY 11703, 631-667-EXPO (3976)
www.greatbridalextravaganza.com

TO BE INCLUDED IN THIS DIRECTORY CALL (718) 260–2500


