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Familia family fundraiser launched
High Flying Fun
Bronxites and their families fl ocked to Fordham Plaza for the 
Fordham Road Business Improvement District’s special movie 
screening of ‘Top Gun’ on Friday, June 30. Stilt walking performer 
Dani Leigh (l) and Seita Berete were ready to give hula hooping a 
spin. See more photos on page  38               Photo by Miriam Quin

BY ARTHUR CUSANO
The family of slain Bronx 

NYPD police offi cer Miosotis 
Familia will get help from a 
foundation as questions con-
tinue to surround the circum-
stances of her death and her 
deceased murderer.

Leaders of the Stephen 
Siller Tunnels to Towers Foun-
dation announced at a Friday, 
July 7 press conference in 
Times Square the foundation 
was collecting donations for 
the Familia family.

Chairman Frank Siller, 
the brother of Stephen Siller, 
a fi refi ghter who ran through 
the Brooklyn Battery Tun-

nel  on 9/11 to the World Trade 
Center where he died in the 
collapse, said another police 
offi cer assassinated in the line 
of duty was reminiscent of the 

killing of NYPD detectives Ra-
fael Ramos and Wenjian Liu in 
Brooklyn in 2014.

“Offi cer Miosotis Familia 
was killed in the exact same 
way,” Siller said. “She was 
shot through a window of a 

command vehicle and mur-
dered in cold blood. This is yet 
another senseless tragedy.”

Familia, 48, was shot in 
the early morning hours of 
Wednesday, July 5 while sit-
ting in an NYPD mobile com-
mand vehicle. 

The gunman, Alexander 
Bonds, was killed soon after-
wards by responding police 
offi cers. 

NYPD Chief of Patrol 
Terance Monahan remem-
bered Familia as a single 
mother raising three children, 
who also cared for her 

FUNERAL PHOTOS
 SEE PAGE 39

BY ARTHUR CUSANO
There have been times the 

Bronx was deemed the next big 
thing, only to see interest wane. 
But this time, the interest may 
actually be very real

That was the opinion of 
some prominent Bronx devel-
opers at a forum hosted by the 
Urban Land Institute of New 
York at the Bronx Museum, of 
the Arts on Tuesday, July 12. 

“This time feels a little bit 
different,” said Guy Leibler, 
president of Simone Health-
care Development. “Part of that 
is land speculation, and that 
hasn’t happened by accident. 
There have been smart invest-
ments in developments where 
developers see value. I think 
we’re seeing an increasing job 
base in the Bronx.” 

He cautioned that poverty 
and substandard housing in 
the Bronx still had to be ad-
dressed before it could truly 
fl ourish.

Leibler spoke about his 
Hutchinson Metro Center de-
velopment in the northeast 
Bronx, which mixes healthcare 
facilities and retail with a satel-
lite campus of Mercy College. 

Expansion plans call for 
the addition of workforce hous-
ing for medical and academic 
fi elds, he said.

Brenda Rosen, president of 
Breaking Ground, a non-profi t 
which specializes in support-
ive housing for high risk popu-
lations such as veteran and se-
niors, said her company once 
had diffi culty fi lling units in 
the Bronx. 

That is no longer the case, 
she said. However the recent 
surge in property values and 
building costs make the sup-
portive housing she specializes 
in harder to build.

“The cost of land has re-
ally made it more challenging 
for us, who cannot compete 
against private market devel-
opers,” she said. “We rely heav-
ily on city (Request For Propos-
als).”

BRP Development’s Andy 
Cohen said that the Bronx has 
one big draw that is getting no-
ticed: its convenient location, 
which makes it attractive for 
those priced out of Manhattan 
and Brooklyn.

“People are getting so far 
out into the outer boroughs 
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Visit Our NEW Web-Site: www.reliablebronxdentist.com
Go To Our Blog To See Our Weekly Specials! 

Vist Our New Web-ite: www.reliablebronxdentist.com
For More Information Visit Us At 

www.bronxdentistny.com

(718) 547-5280
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Must be 18 years of age or older to play New York Lottery games or wager on horses. Please play responsibly.

CHEER ON THE METS WITH
BOBBY OJEDA 
SUNDAY, JULY 16TH • 12PM 
FIRST 100 PEOPLE IN LINE WILL
GET A PICTURE WITH BOBBY OJEDA

Visitors of all ages enjoyed traversing the zoo’s Nature Trek, a fully-netted bridge-and-tower course and nature 
play area. Photo by Julie Larsen Maher/WCS

A brave participant traveled along the high-fl ying Treetop Adventure. 
 Photo by Julie Larsen Maher/WCS

BY ARTHUR CUSANO
The Bronx Zoo has launched 

two new attractions on its prop-
erty on the heels of its hit Ani-
mal Planet show, ‘The Zoo.’

The fi rst, Nature Trek, 
opened on Friday, July 1. Na-
ture Trek is a fully-netted 
bridge-and-tower course and 
nature play area geared to-
ward families with young chil-
dren.

Sponsored by Coca-Cola, 
the new attraction encourages 

Bronx Zoo launches new aerial attractions
the exploration of the natural 
world through play. It is in-
cluded with the purchase of a 
Bronx Zoo Total Experience 
Ticket.

The other new feature, The 
Bronx Zoo Treetop Adven-
ture, opened on Friday, July 7, 
which includes both a Climb 
and Zipline.  

The area includes both an 
aerial climbing experience fea-
turing seven rope courses of 
varying skill levels, and a zi-

pline that runs more than 400 
feet across the Bronx River and 
back, soaring more than 50 feet 
above the river. 

Bronx Zoo director Jim 
Breheny said he likes the at-
tractions because they force 
visitors to log off their mobile 
devices and enjoy nature in a 
way they otherwise would not 
be able to. 

“If you go on that ropes 
course, you’re fl ying around 
testing your ability and skill, 
in a natural setting in the tree 

canopy above the Bronx River,” 
he said.

In keeping with the mission 
of the zoo as a steward of na-
ture, the course is built with-
out putting nails in any of the 
trees.  The course, designed by 
Tree-Mendous, utilizes tension 
to form the course while allow-
ing the trees to continue grow-
ing.

For safety purposes, the 
course does have a height re-
quirement and upper level 
weight restriction, and loose 

fi tting comfortable clothes and 
closed-toe shoes are recom-
mended. 

The Treetop Adventure is 
a separate attraction from the 
Zoo, and can be accessed from 
the main parking lot at the zoo 
entrance. 

Tickets can be purchased 
online at www.bronxzootree-
top.com, and visitors who pur-
chase them and zoo tickets to-
gether can get a deep discount.

Continued on page 18
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Live in a world 
where you 
never miss an 
outage alert.

To sign up for text  
alerts, text REG to 
OUTAGE (688243) and 
follow the prompts.*
conEd.com/TextAlerts

*Message and data rates may apply.

around
townby Patrick Rocchio

The Bronx Times Reporter 
will publish your announce-
ments. Send announcements 
along with photo, to: 

Bronx Times Reporter, 3604 
E. Tremont Avenue, Bronx, NY 
10465 or e-mail Bronxtimes@
aol.com. 

Please include a phone num-
ber or a way to contact you in 
case of questions. 

Hello readers and welcome 
to another edition on Around 

Your Neighborhood — Your News

Mail: Bronx Times
3604 E. Tremont Ave., Bronx, 

NY 10465
To Subscribe:

(718) 260-4595
General Phone:
(718) 260-4595

General Fax:
(718) 518-0038

News Phone: 
(718) 260-4597

News E-Mail: 
bronxtimes@cnglocal.com

Sports Phone: 
(718) 260-4597
Sports E-Mail: 

bronxtimes@cnglocal.com
Display Phone: 
(718) 260-4593

Classified Phone: 
(718) 260-2500

Display/Classified E-Mail: 
bronxtimes@cnglocal.com

Bronx Times Reporter (USPS#730390) 
Copyright © 2017 by the CNG- Com-
munity News Group is published weekly 
by CNG- Community News Group, 3604 
East Tremont Avenue, Bronx, NY 10465. 
52 times a year. Business and Editorial Of-
fi ces: 3604 East Tremont Avenue, Bronx, 
NY 10465. Accounting and Circulation 
Offi ces: CNG- Community News Group, 
3604 East Tremont Avenue, Bronx, NY 
10465. Call 718-260-2500 to subscribe. 
Periodicals postage prices is paid at 
New York, N.Y., and additional mail-
ing offi ces One Metrotech North, 10th 
fl oor Brooklyn, NY 11201 Postmaster: 
Send address changes to Bronx Times 
Reporter, One Metrotech North, 10th 
fl oor Brooklyn, NY 11201

Town. 
Birthday 

Congratulations to our 
son, Jules Shapiro, who is 
celebrating his 48th Birthday 
on Friday, July 21. 

A Winning Pet  

Congratulations to my 
Morkie, Bebe the Diva, for 
winning third place in the 
Petco of Throggs Neck Shop-
ping Center fashion show on 
Saturday, July 8. 

Shop In Our 
Classified 

Pages 
and Save 

Money

Call
718.260.2555

..to advertise 
your business in our 

Classifi ed Section 
and get.. 

Real Results!
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Did your job give you
Lung Cancer?
If you suffer from Lung Cancer or Mesothelioma, and

were exposed to Asbestos on the job – even decades ago

– you may be entitled to substantial compensation (even

if you’ve been a smoker)! It costs you nothing to find out.

And, until you win, it costs you nothing up front if we take

on your case.

Weitz & Luxenberg is acknowledged as a national leader

among law firms experienced in litigating Asbestos-related

claims. We have already won over $17 Billion in verdicts

and settlements for working people just like you. For a free

consultation please call us today at 800-LAW-6789 or visit

us at www.LungCancerTrusts.com

ATTORNEY ADVERTISING. Prior results do not guarantee a future outcome. We may associate with 
local firms in states wherein we do not maintain an office. If no recovery, no fees or costs are charged, 

unless prohibited by State Law or Rule.

WEITZ      LUXENBERG

700 BROADWAY | NEW YORK, NY 10003
BRANCH OFFICES IN NEW JERSEY, CALIFORNIA & MICHIGAN

800-LAW-6789
WWW.LungCancerTrusts.COM
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BY PATRICK ROCCHIO
A local opera singer has a dream to 

attend one of the best performing arts 
colleges in the world, and is looking for 
community support. 

Kayla Faccilongo of Throggs Neck 
has started a gofundme.com fund-
raiser with a $10,000 goal that would 
help her move to London and attend 
the Royal Academy of Music.

She plans on attending in the fall to 
further perfect her technique as an op-
era singer. 

Faccilongo, 24, who recently grad-
uated from CUNY Queens College’s 
Aaron Copland School of Music and 
works as a bartender, won admission 
to the prestigious conservancy as a 
master’s degree student.

The school’s acceptance rate is only 
about 10 percent, she said. 

The mezzo-soprano has been per-
forming opera for ten years after grow-
ing up singing and studying music, 
and believes that opera is her calling, 
she said. 

“I feel that this is what I have been 
put on this Earth to do,” she said. 

She said that the Royal Academy of 
Music’s focus on stagecraft and acting 
appealed to her. 

“There are many wonderful places 
to study opera and Royal Academy is 
one of the best,” she said. “I happened 
upon Royal Academy more so because 
of its location; I have always had an 
intense wanderlust and I have always 
had the desire to live in another coun-
try.” 

The $10,000 she seeks to raise would 
enable her to establish herself in Lon-
don, serve as an emergency fund and 
perhaps fi ll in gaps in student loan 
funding.  

“I want to ensure that I have the 
funds in case the loans come late or 
are not what’s expected,” she said, ex-

plaining that the overall cost for an in-
ternational student’s tuition is $25,000 
a year. 

Faccilongo also stated that one of 
the reasons she’s pursuing her dream, 
which would ultimately entail perform-
ing in places big and small around the 
world, is to encourage young people to 
go after their artistic dreams. 

She said that many of her col-
leagues expressed the notion that they 
don’t want to pursue opera anymore 
because they feel that they don’t have 
enough money to continue, and she 
doesn’t want this to happen to her. 

Becoming a classically trained 
singer requires costly voice lessons, ap-
plication fees, and young artist train-
ing programs. It can cost too much for 
many people of modest means, she ex-
plained. 

It was after high school that she 
came to a decision that she had to con-
tinue her musical career because she 
could not imagine herself doing any-
thing else, she said. 

In addition to the gofundme.com 
fundraiser, she plans on holding a ben-
efi t concert for the cause at Starving 
Artist Café on City Island on Saturday, 
August 19.  

Faccilongo attended P.S. 175 on City 
Island and Fiorello H. LaGuardia High 
School of Music & Art and Performing 
Arts. 

She said her grandparents, who 
loved music, particularly infl uenced 
her. 

Some of her favorite operas include 
Die Fledermaus, Dialogues of the Car-
melites and Così Fan Tutte. 

The singer stated that her boy-
friend, an opera student studying in 
Germany, has been particularly sup-
portive. 

To donate, go to www.gofundme.
com/study-at-the-royal-academy-of-
music. 

TN opera singer holds 
her ‘dream’ fundraiser

Kayla Faccilongo, a local opera singer from Throggs Neck, performs. 
 Photo courtesy of Kayla Faccilongo
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APY is Annual Percentage Yield. The APY is accurate as of June 1, 2017. To qualify for the promotion $10,000.00 minimum balance is required to open the account and obtain the APY. A new or existing checking 
account is required to qualify for the promotion. There is no maximum amount necessary per account at account opening. New money only. Fees may reduce earnings. Initial Interest Rate is guaranteed for 
6 months from the date of account opening. Offers and rates are subject to change at any time without prior notice. For more information, visit your nearest branch or call 855.541.1000. Government 
Accounts and Financial Institutions are excluded from this offer. The promotion is available for businesses and consumers. *Interest Rate for the Money Market Special is 1.10% and APY is 1.11%. 
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BY PATRICK ROCCHIO
People of all ages gained 

access to a newly rebuilt oasis 
with the fi nishing of a major 
improvement at a Soundview 
park. 

Dignitaries from across 
the borough cut a ribbon on 
Monday, July 10 to celebrate 
$1.5 million in improvements 
at Parque De Los Ninos’ play-
ground and basketball court 
along the park’s southern bor-
der. 

The work included new 
play equipment for children 
ages 2 to 12, a spray shower, 
safety surfacing, plant-
ings, seating area with 1964 
World’s Fair replica benches, 
drinking fountain and fenc-
ing.  

The project is Phase 1 of a 
two-part rehabilitation in the 
park, with Phase 2 expected 
to kick off in the fall and in-
clude rebuilding of the park’s 
ballfi elds and the addition of 
a running track around much 
of the greenspace’s perimeter, 
sources said. 

Borough President Ruben 
Diaz Jr., said that between 
the two phases, his offi ce will 
fund $3,496,000 for improve-

Parque De Los Ninos celebrates improvements 
ments in the park. 

“This is one of those that 
has a special place in my 
heart,” said the borough presi-
dent, adding he and his brother 
used to play league baseball 
on the two fi elds and that that 
his father, Senator Ruben Diaz 
Sr., used to reward them for 
their fi ne play with hot dogs 
on many occasions. 

He and his brother were on 
championship baseball teams 
in the early 1980s, said Diaz. 

“All we want is for the kids 
to enjoy themselves and cre-
ate memories,” said Diaz, add-
ing “Taking care of our parks 
and investing in them is some-
thing that is incumbent on 
elected offi cials.” 

Having green spaces and 
parks are complementary to 
all of the other development 
taking place, said Diaz. 

The borough president also 
thanked another elected offi -
cial, Councilwoman Annabel 
Palma, for allocating millions 
of dollars of her own funds for 
the rebuilding of the park. 

Diaz and Palma will fund 
Phase 2, according to NYC 
Parks Department.  

“Parque De Los Ninos play-

ground is a beacon of hope, 
emblematic of the Bronx’s 
promising future as a bor-
ough,” said Palma.  “The de 
Blasio administration, Parks 
Department’s leadership, and 
our Bronx borough president 
have taken great strides to en-
sure the timely completion of 
this project.” 

The councilwoman said 

that playground is a direct in-
vestment in the community, 
and that she is thankful that 
local families have a safe-
space for recreation. 

Phase 1 was completed 
with $156,000 from the may-
or’s  offi ce, according to Parks 
Department. 

The renovation comes as 

a breath of fresh air for the 
Soundview community, said 
Assemblyman Marcos Cre-
spo. 

“Our kids and the Bronx 
overall deserve quality envi-
ronments, and I am proud to 
know that this million dollar 
improvement will bring about 
just that,” said Crespo. 

Joining with campers in the fun with a ribbon cutting on Monday, July 10 celebrating the opening were digni-
taries including Iris Rodriguez-Rosa, borough NYC Parks commissioner; Assemblyman Luis Sepulveda; Sena-
tor Ruben Diaz Sr.; Mitchell Silver, NYC Parks commissioner; Borough President Ruben Diaz Jr., Assemblyman 
Marcos Crespo and William Rivera, Community Board 9 district manager. Photo courtesy of NYC Parks
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* Cash or debit only on featured items. No mix & match on sale items. We will match printed prices from other NewYork City liquor stores. 
Coupon must be present at checkout. Webprices not accepted. Not responsible for typographical errors. Prices Expire 07/22/2017.

BRING IN THIS AD AND

GET 50 POINTS
($2 OFF) with Membership Card

Jam Jar 
Red & 
White  
750 ML

$599

Roscato 
Red  
750 ML

$849

Bartenurra 
Moscato  
750 ML

$1099

Santa 
Margherita 
Pinot Grigio  
750 ML

$1999

Mionetto 
Prosecco  
750 ML

$1099

LaMarca 
Prosecco  
750 ML

$1249

Indaba 
Sauvignon 
Blanc  
750 ML

$699

Casal 
Garcia 
Vinho Verde  
750 ML

$599

Whispering 
Angel 
Rose  
750 ML

$1599

Gerard 
Bertrand Cotes 
Des Roses 
Rose  750 ML

$1349

Hennessy 
VS 
Cognac  
750 ML

$3299

42 Below 
Vodka  
1 L

$999

Tito’s 
Vodka  
1.75 L

$2999

Ciroc 
Summer 
Colada 
750 ML

$3799

Bacardi 
Light & Gold 
Rum  
1.75 L

$1799

Dewars 
Scotch  
1.75 L

$3199

Johnnie 
Walker 
Black 
1.75 L

$6199

Patron 
Roca 
Silver  
750 ML

$5280

Remy Martin 
VSOP
Cognac  
750 ML

$3999

Johnnie Walker 
Blue
Scotch  
750 ML

$16499

New 
Amsterdam 
Vodka
1.75 L

$1799

Wine and Spirits
Discount Warehouse

WE WILL MATCH PRINTED PRICES FROM OTHER NEW YORK CITY LIQUOR STORES

*80722* 80722

750 ml

www  

9
$22999

ARMAND DE 
BRIGNAC
ACE OF SPADES 

CHAMPAGNE BRUT 

Bring this ad for amazing 
DISCOUNTS this week!
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FATAL SHOOTING AT SOUNDVIEW HOUSES

Police are searching for the gunman responsible for fatally shooting a man at 
Soundview Houses. According to police, Darren Massenburg, a 32-year-old father, 
was discovered with a gun shot wound to the head in front of the housing complex 
on Friday, June 30 at around 2:30 a.m. Massenburg was pronounced dead on arrival 
by fi rst responders. No arrests have been made in this ongoing investigation. Any-
one with information is asked to call Crime Stoppers at (800) 577-TIPS. All calls are 
kept strictly confi dential.

FOUR-ALARM FIRE ON HUNTS POINT AVE.

Firefi ghters responded to a four-alarm fi re inside the 5-story, 20-unit apartment 
building on 860 Hunts Point Avenue on Tuesday, July 4 at 1:10 p.m. Ten people, includ-
ing four civilians and six fi refi ghters, suffered non-life threatening injuries from the 
blaze. Of the approximately 12 units damaged, fi ve were destroyed. The entire build-
ing was vacated for the night. American Red Cross volunteers were on the scene to 
provide temporary housing for ten families consisting of 29 adults and nine children. 
The Red Cross also provided the displaced families with emergency funds for basic 
necessities and invited them to meet with caseworkers for additional assistance.
The fi re’s cause remains under investigation.

DETECTIVE ACCIDENTIALLY SHOTS HIMSELF

A NYPD detective is recovering from an accidental self-infl icted injury caused during 
a traffi c stop. According to a NYPD spokesman, a detective conducting a car stop 
at the intersection of Westchester Avenue and Simpson Street on Friday, July 7 at 
around 3:30 p.m. accidentally discharged his weapon striking himself in the leg. The 
car’s occupants Elizabeth Rios, 20, of 1113 South Townsend Street, and Luis Morales, 
32, of 1074 Clinton Avenue, were charged with criminal possession of a controlled 
substance. The detective is recovering from his injury.

43 Precinct
Saturday, July 1 at 4:20 a.m.  -- Cops re-

ceived a report of a shooting inside a blue SUV in 
front of 512 Commonwealth Avenue. A black man, 
approximately 25-years-old and having a medium 
complexion, sat in the car with a 23-year-old man 
and a 24-year-old man. At one point, he took at a 
gun and pointed it at the back of the head of the 
23-year-old. He then shot the 24-year-old in the 
left shoulder and the mouth before exiting the car 
and fleeing. Both victims were transported to Ja-
cobi Medical Center where the 23-year-old man 
was in critical condition and the other victim was 
in stable condition. 

46 Precinct 
Wednesday, July 5 at 12:30 a.m.--  A police 

officer was shot and killed while sitting in a NYPD 
mobile command center vehicle near East 183rd 
Street and Morris Avenue. The suspect, who was 
later killed in a shoot-out with police on Morris Av-
enue after he pulled a revolver on cops, walked 
up to the window of the large vehicle, approaching 
the office. He began shooting through its glass and 

hit the police officer in her head with a bullet. She 
was transported to St. Barnabas Hospital, where 
she later died. 

47 Precinct 
Wednesday, July 5 at 6:33 a.m.  -- Cops re-

sponded to a 911 of a man shot in front of 729 
E. 213th Street. Cops arriving on the scene found 
an adult man with gunshot wounds to his chest. 
Responding EMS pronounced him dead on the 
scene. 

52 Precinct 
Monday, June 12 at 9:45 p.m. -- Police re-

ceived a report of a man who was hit with his 
own scooter by another man near Bedford Park 
Boulevard and Decatur Avenue. A black man who 
is about 30-years-old and 220 pounds, took the 
victim’s scooter, picked it up and began to hit him 
with the vehicle. The victim sustained bruising 
and cuts to the face, and declined medical at-
tention at the scene. The victim was a 38-year-
old man. 
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Bronx Detective pens his 
fourth suspense/thriller.

Mike Monahan
Born and raised in Parkchester. 

Grandfather was a cop, father was a 
cop, I became a cop/detective and 
my younger brother is still a cop.
Currently living in Country Club.

Now available on Amazon.com
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Display Advertising Rates & Deadlines: A copy 
of The Bronx Times Reporter Advertising Rates 
is available on request. Display deadline is the 
Friday prior to publication. Camera ready copy 
deadline is the Monday preceding publication.
Classifi ed Deadlines: To place a Classifi ed Ad call 
(718) 260-2555 or email classifi ed@cnglocal.com. 
Deadline: 3 p.m. Tuesday prior to publication.
Legal Notice Deadlines: For Legal Advertis-
ing call (718) 260-3977 or email dwilson@
cnglocal.com. Deadline: 12 p.m. Monday prior 
to publication.
Letters To The Editor: Readers are encouraged 
to send us their viewpoints. Name and address 
must be included, but will be withheld upon 
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LETTERS TO THE EDITOR
Unprecedented

scrutiny

Dear editor,
Recently the COMACTA 

spokesman bemoaned the 
level of opposition to the 
Trump administration, call-
ing it “unprecedented “.  What 
is truly unprecedented is the 
level of corruption evidenced 
by President Trump and his 
minions. By using the offi ce 
of president to enrich himself, 
by mounting personal attacks 
on reporters who are charged 
with keeping the American 
public informed and by dis-
playing an ignorance of the 
most basic workings of the 
American system, the Presi-
dent has provoked this well 
deserved scrutiny.  

The writer also fl oated the 
notion that the alleged ‘deep 
state’ was undermining the 
agenda of this political neo-
phyte.  The president’s pen-
chant for disregarding or at-
tempting to pervert the goals 
of various government depart-
ments is well documented. 
Government employees who 
are working to continue the 
mission of their respective 
agencies are not disloyal to 
the Trump vision, they are 
performing their duty.  

Pasqual Pelosi

Dear editor,
Eighteen years ago the 

Bronx Times published my re-
search on the effects of music 
and its effects on the academic 
and social improvement of stu-
dents. It was your publication 
of my work that has in great 
part caused me to be named 
a National Teacher of Arts 
and Humanities by President 
Obama; to have received let-
ters of commendation by pres-
idents George Herbert Walker 
Bush and George Walker Bush; 
a letter of commendation by 
U.S. Senator Charles Schumer: 
two letters of commendation 
proclaiming me a ‘Maestro’ 
by U.S. Senator Kirsten Gilli-
brand; a Proclamation by Yon-
kers Mayor Mike Spano; a Her-
bert H. Lehman High School 
Teacher of the Year Award 
and being named NYC Bronx 
County High Schools Teacher 
of the Year. 

All of these humbling ac-
colades given to a person who 

is the product of an education 
from P.S. 72; I.S. 192 and Leh-
man High School,where I went 
on to be director of Music and 
assistant principal of the Per-
forming and Fine Arts Depart-
ments.

People don’t realize the im-
pact the Bronx Times Reporter 
has, but I do and I am forever 
grateful.

Joseph Lento

It all started
right here Mistaken

belief
Dear editor,
There is more to Governor 

Cuomo declaring a State of 
Emergency for the MTA.  This 
is in response to NYC Transit 
and Long Island Rail Road sig-
nal and other problems result-
ing in almost daily service dis-
ruptions and delays.  Cuomo 
is mistaken in his belief that 
he can have the MTA dispense 
with normal procedures for 
ordering new subway cars, re-
place broken signals, install-
ing new tracks and the like.  

A signifi cant percentage of 
NYC Transit subway car pro-
curements along with many 
other capital projects and pro-
grams, are funded for the most 
part by U.S. Department of 
Transportation Federal Tran-
sit Administration grants. 
These federal funds going to 
NYC Transit, LIRR, Metro 
North Rail Road and MTA Bus.  
They will total almost $7 billion 

between now and when the $32 
billion 2015 - 2019 MTA Capital 
Program Plan is completed. 
These are subject to USDOT 
FTA federal procurement rules 
and regulations including Buy 
America requirements. 

Contrary to Cuomo’s per-
ceptions, there are very few 
rail car manufacturers in the 
USA to supply transit agencies 
around the nation.  As a result, 
there is limited competition 
between a handful of potential 
suppliers. The MTA, NYCT, 
LIRR & Metro North are com-
peting against other transit 
agencies, who operate subway 
and or heavy commuter rail 
around the nation for time and 
space on the handful of manu-
facturer’s production line.   

Over past MTA Five Year 
Capital Programs, NYCT has 
averaged fi ve years. This pro-
cess begins from the develop-
ment of bid specifi cations, ad-
vertising and  award.  This is 
followed by vendor mobiliza-
tion, pre-production, assem-
bly, testing, delivery and ac-
ceptance from the fi rst to the 
last subway or commuter rail 
car.  

Purchasing several hun-
dred or more subway cars is 
not like us going to a local car 
dealer.  Automobile manufac-
turers have a series of basic 
models with a variety of op-
tional add ons produced each 
year in the hundreds of thou-
sands.  Subway and commuter 
car manufactures do not have 
a ready supply of off-the-shelf 

stock on hand, ready to drive 
off the lot.  

Each transit agency has 
different bid specifi cations to 
meet their respective physical 
systems, maintenance and op-
erational needs.  The winning 
bidder needs time to develop a 
prototype car followed by de-
livery of one ten-car train set.  
The NYCT needs time to run 
these vehicles in revenue ser-
vice for 30 or more days.  This 
is to insure they can survive 
the challenges of operating in 
the nations largest subway sys-
tem.  They have met bid speci-
fi cations. NYCT operations 
and maintenance groups need 
time to make sure they have 
the resources to manage both 
this new and existing fl eet.  

Only then, after comple-
tion of NYCT internal review 
and sign off by various depart-
ments can the manufacturer 
begin full production.  If you 
are lucky and there are no hic-
cups during production, this 
might average ten cars or one 
train set per week. Each car 
has to be inspected and ac-
cepted at the point of produc-
tion and again after delivery 
which takes time. 

Cuomo should visit any 
subway car plant and see for 
himself before complaining.  
He should also meet with the 
handful of hard working MTA 
HQ and NYTC procurement, 
operational and maintenance 
staff assigned to manage sub-
way car procurements. 

Larry Penner

Dear editor, 
This letter is in response to 

the letter to your paper written 
by Glenn Liou. 

Groups of school brats get-
ting out of school, whether they 
may be male or female, may be 
up to no good especially as it 
gets closer and closer to sum-
mer vacation.They really don’t 
care about getting arrested 
because they know they are 
underage anyway.  They pull 
all kinds of pranks, fi ghts and 
even near riots aboard buses 
and subway trains as school 
gets ready to close. 

If I were you, I would have 
all my outdoor chores done by 
1 p.m. or so. Unless you know 
the group of kids or somebody 
within the group, do not trust 
them. You are very lucky you 
got off with someone of them 
yelling ‘Grandpa’ to you.

Joseph P. Wall

No respect
for elders

FOREST HOUSES APPARENT SUICIDE

Police are investigating an apparent suicide at the Forest Houses. 
According to police, an unidentifi ed 21-year-old man plummeted 
from the 14-story building on Saturday, July 8 at 9:15 a.m. The vic-
tim jumped from the housing project’s roof. Offi cials stated that a 
small rubbish fi re fl ared up on the building’s top stairwell landing 
about the same time the man jumped. Firefi ghters quickly doused 
the fl ames. Police are investigating if the suicidal man, who died 
at the scene, ignited the fi re before taking his life.
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 Faith-Centered Education

 Full-Day Pre-K 3 and Pre-K 4 Programs

 SMART Boards in Every Classroom

 State-of-the-Art Library, Computer  
      & Science Labs

 Math Initiative

 Honors & Enrichment Programs

 Advanced Level Math & Science

 Remediation Program

 Fitness Center, Sports  
      & Physical Education

 Extended Day Academic Programs

 Extracurricular Activities

 Fully Air-conditioned Classrooms

FREE PRE-K FOR ALL  (Universal Pre-K for 4-year-olds) 

AFFORDABLE FULL-DAY PRE-K 3 PROGRAM  

PROGRAM HIGHLIGHTS:

Fr. James Cruz, Pastor  |  Eugene Scanlon, Interim Principal

2380 E. Tremont Avenue, Bronx, NY 10462   

 

Excellence in Catholic Education for 150 Years
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REGISTRATION 

July 12  .................................9:00 AM - 12:00 PM 

July 19 ..................................9:00 AM - 12:00 PM

CALL FOR AN 
APPOINTMENT
718-597-3232

Limited Seating Available.  Call for an Appointment.

REGISTRATION

A work fence is going up for the planned construction of the replacement of granite fl ooring and enlargement 
of paths near the ramparts at Bicentennial Veterans Memorial Park. 
 Community News Group / Patrick Rocchio

BY PATRICK ROCCHIO
Improvements to a monu-

ment area in a park dedicated 
to veterans should make the 
picturesque site even more so. 

NYC Parks Department 
confi rmed that it is begin-
ning work on a $200,000 proj-
ect to enhance the plaza area 
around a monument and cere-
monial ramparts dedicated to 
veterans at Bicentennial Vet-
erans Memorial Park at Weir 
Creek. 

The plaza near the ram-
parts, monument and fl agpole 
overlooking the creek will be 
outfi tted with interlocking 
stones to replace granite-like 
pavement that is chipping and 
cracking, said Pat Devine of 
the Theodore Korony Ameri-
can Legion Post #253. 

Parks has consulted with 
local veterans, including 
Devine and Tom Hansen of the 
Korony Post, on the design. 

Both men were some of the 
original veterans that helped 
advocate 30 to 40 years ago 
for the creation of the passive 
park dedicated to the sacri-
fi ces of brave men and women 
of the U.S. Armed Forces. 

 “We have worked closely 
with the community board 

Plans announced to rehab Bicentennial Mem’l Park
and (a) local veterans group to 
create a design that meets the 
needs of everyone who uses 
this park, as the community 
relies on this space for gath-
erings and events,” said Iris 
Rodriguez-Rosa, Bronx Parks 
commissioner. 

Rodriguez-Rosa said that 
parks would move forward 
to replace the old, fractured 
granite pavement with pavers 
and colored concrete. 

Hansen said that based on 
their meetings with the Parks 
Department, the paths sur-
rounding the ramparts, mon-
ument and fl ag will also be 
widened, allowing for more 
people to gather during the 
ceremonies celebrating vet-
erans. 

The increase in concrete 
surfacing will allow the vet-
erans to accommodate larger 
crowds, said Devine, cit-
ing ceremonies that include 
Pearl Harbor Remembrance 
Day, Memorial Day, and 
those at the conclusion of the 
Throggs Neck Veterans Day 
Parade.

Funding for the project 
was allocated by Councilman 
James Vacca. 

In addition to this latest 

upgrade, there have been im-
provements including repair 
of walkways and drainage, re-
placement of stones, tree plant-
ings, new benches in a grove 
area, reseeding the memorial 
and plaza lawns, repair of rail-
ings, as well as irrigation and 
fencing for a softball fi eld.

“(This work) is just to mod-
ernize, upkeep, restore and 
maintain,” the councilman 
said. 

Vacca said that most of the 
suggestions for improvements 
came from Devine, who he said 

was instrumental in trans-
forming land that had once 
was overgrown with phrag-
mite-like reeds and an illegal 
dumping site into a park. 

He recalls working with 
Devine when he was Commu-
nity Board 10 district man-
ager and Devine was chair-
man of its Parks Committee. 
Vacca said Devine brought the 
park into existence.  

Parks fi rst made a pre-
sentation entitled ‘Bicenten-
nial Veterans Park Plaza Re-
construction’ to Community 

Board 10’s Parks Committee 
in June 2016. 

Devine said he is glad the 
work is happening, called it 
progress, and thanked Vacca 
for all of his efforts on behalf 
of the park. 

Not all of Vacca’s plans for 
the park have been welcomed 
by the veteran community.

He recently targeted the 
park for an elaborate fi tness  
equipment installation, only 
feet away from the memo-
rial, that the veteran groups 
strongly denounced.
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COMPREHENSIVE CANCER CARE
IGRT RADIATION THERAPYRADIATION THERAPY-CHEMOTHERAPY

IMMUNOTHERAPY-CLINICAL STUDIES

COMPREHENSIVE CANCER CARE

2330 Eastchester Road
(718) 732-4000   Fax: (718) 881-0092

www.EastchesterCenter.com
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BY ROBERT WIRSING
Two local organizations are help-

ing third world children and their 
families see their world from a new 
perspective.

The Pelham Parkway Neighbor-
hood Association and the Bronx Lions 
Club partnered up for a wonderful hu-
manitarian project to collect used eye-
glasses for underprivileged children 
and adults residing in third world 
countries.

According to Steve Glosser, PPNA 
vice president, the donated spectacles 
will be sterilized, cleaned and have 
their prescriptions determined before 
being delivered to Guatemala.

“When I fi rst contacted Bill Gumbel 
of the Bronx Lions Club he was very re-
ceptive to the idea of working together 
on this massive undertaking,” shared 
Glosser. “The Bronx Lions Club is a 
very community-minded organization 
and we’re thrilled to be working with 
them for this worthy cause.”

This project marks a new effort 
for PPNA to broaden its service to the 
community, Glosser stated.

Founded in 1923, the Bronx Lions 
Club establishes many eyeglass col-
lection boxes throughout the borough 
and annually collects in excess of 2,000 
pairs of bifocals.

For this year’s insightful project, 
Gumbel, Bronx Lions Club secretary, 
provided Glosser with ten eyeglass col-
lection boxes which he strategically 
placed throughout the Pelham Park-
way neighborhood.

Approximately 430 eyeglasses have 
been collected since this past April.

Glosser actively reviews the collec-
tion boxes on a biweekly basis.

He confi rmed that the humanitar-
ian project remains ongoing with no 
end date in sight.

Residents interested in donating 
used eyeglasses are asked to drop them 
off at the following locations: Bronx 
House on 990 Pelham Parkway South, 
Apple Bank on 626 Pelham Parkway 
South, Pelham Parkway Vision on 735 
Lydig Avenue, Sterling Optical on 2168 
White Plains Road, NY Eye Surgery 
Center on 1101 Pelham Parkway North, 
Eye Care Unlimited on 1086 Morris 
Park Avenue, Designer Optical of Pel-
ham on 2196A White Plains Road, St. 
Clare of Assisi Church on 1919 Pauld-
ing Avenue and St. Francis Xavier 
Church on 1703 Lurting Avenue.

“The response was fantastic,” he 
expressed. “This is further proof of the 
big hearts the giving people of Pelham 
Parkway have.”

He further credited its tremendous 
success to the collection sites’ staff 
members and pastors openly promot-
ing the cause to their many customers 
and parishioners.

“We thank them and deeply appre-
ciate what they have done for their 
community,” said Glosser. “It’s won-
derful to have so many businesses who 
put their community fi rst.” 

Additional drop off sites include 
Montefi ore Medical Center’s Henkind 
Eye Institute on 3400 Bainbridge Av-
enue, Dime Community Bank on 1931 
Turnbull Avenue, Bronx YMCA on 2 
Castle Hill Avenue, Ridgewood Sav-
ings Bank on 1770 E. Gun Hill Road, 
Fromer Eye Center on 3130 Grand Con-
course Suite 1J, Pear Tree Mall’s Stop 
and Stop on 691 Co-op City Boulevard, 
Councilman Andy King’s District Of-
fi ce on 940 E. Gun Hill Road and Co-op 
City Library on 2049 Asch Loop.

For more information, visit www.
bronxlionsclub.org or contact PPNA at 
pelhamparkwayna@gmail.com.

PPNA and the Lions Club 
donate the gift of eyesight

Steve Glosser (l) donated hundreds of used eyeglasses he collected to the Bronx Lions Club 
which will be shipped to Guatemala. Bronx Lions Club’s William Gumbel came to pick them 
up. Photo by Silvio Pacifi co
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TOO HOT TO COOK? 
LET BRADYS’ DO IT FOR YOU!

Now Delivering 
To The Beach Clubs

COME ON IN AND COOL OFF!  
IN OUR NEWLY RENOVATED

DINING ROOM
PERFECT for LARGE DINNER PARTIES

MONDAY, TUESDAY, WEDNESDAY NIGHT

JOIN US FOR
WING NIGHTS 20¢ WINGS

TRY OUR DELICIOUS 
ANGUS RIB EYE & SHELL STEAKS!

PARTY ROOM AVAILABLE
Seating Is Available For  

Large Dinner Parties  
MANY PACKAGES AVAILABLE

Order Your Wings For Any  
Event On Our Wing Hotline

1-718-HOT-WING

CATERING 
AVAILABLE  

FOR ALL 
BOROUGHS

BUY 2
LARGE PIES  
& GET AN ORDER OF WINGS FREE

EAT-IN OR TO GO

ENJOY CORONA BUCKETS 5/$20

TRY OUR DELICIOUS 
FRESH CLAMS ON THE 
HALF SHELL, BAKED 

CLAMS, FRESH MUSSELS, 
SHRIMP, SURF AND TURF 

AND MORE

FROM THE SEA

THURSDAY NIGHTS
SURF AND 

TURF NIGHT
LOBSTER TAIL AND 

SHELL STEAK

FRESH SEAFOOD! MUSSELS, OYSTERS AND CLAMS

NOW SERVING
SUMMER
FROZEN DRINKS

PIZZA
SPECIAL

Order Brady’s To Go @ www.pjbradystogo.com

BRADY’S 
IS NOW DELIVERING 

7 DAYS A WEEK
THROUGH 

Starting at 1130 am Mon.- thur. 

Sat. and Sunday 12 noon

(Must Have Uber App To Use This Service)



BRONX TIMES REPORTER, JULY 14-20, 201718    BTR

718-931-43352173 White Plains Road 
Just South of Pelham Pkwy.

OPEN
7 DAYS

SALE

OFF25%
WE CARRY A WIDE VARIETY OF 

Organic Foods, Herbs, Homeopathic Products & More

SALE ENDS 07/31/17

LIFE EXTENTIONS
VIBRANT HEALTH

20%
OFF

DEEP SLEEP
HERB ETC.

In other promising news 
for the zoo, its Animal Planet 
series was recently renewed 
for a second season, with an 
increase from eight to 10 epi-
sodes. Filming is already un-
derway at the park.

The series, ‘The Zoo’ pre-
miered in February to 1.1 mil-
lion total viewers and pushed 
Animal Planet into ad-sup-
ported cable’s top 10 in the 
timeslot among viewers. It was 
Animal Planet’s most watched 
new series since July 2015.

Breheny said he and his 
employees has seen a bump 
in interest from visitors from 
in and outside the New York 
area.

“They not only say they 
watch the show but the thank 
us for doing it. Families say the 
record it and watch it the next 
day together as a family, which 
is really nice to hear”

Bronx Zoo 
launches 

new aerial 
attractions

From page 3

Guests’ excitement soared to new heights as they scaled the Treetop 
Adventure’s seven challenging aerial ropes courses. 
 Photo by Megan Maher/WCS

A young man attempted to keep his balance as he made his way toward 
the platform. Photo by Julie Larsen Maher/WCS

Slow and steady movements helped this man traverse one rope course’s 
narrow bridge. Photo by Julie Larsen Maher/WCS
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The New York League of Puerto 
Rican Women, Inc. will celebrate its 
2017 College Awards Gala on Thurs-
day, August 24, from 6. to 10 p.m., at 
the Marina del Rey.  

The League will honor nine com-
munity leaders, and present ten col-
lege scholarships of $1,000 each to un-
dergraduate Puerto Rican/Hispanic 
women selected for their academic 
excellence and service to the commu-
nity. 

The proceeds from the League’s 
events fund the League’s College 
Awards Program.

 The 2017 College Awards Gala will 
honor the following distinguished 
Puerto Rican community leaders:

•  Woman of the Year: Evelyn DeJe-
sus, vice president for Education, 
United  Federation of Teachers,

• Man of the Year:  Dr. José Luis 
Cruz, president, Lehman College

• Lifetime Achievement Award:  
Dr. Victor Alicea, president, Boricua 
College

• Public Service Award:  Debra 
Martinez, president, Grand Council 
of Hispanic Societies in Public Ser-
vice

• Community Service Award:  
Tino Hernandez, president/CEO, Sa-
maritan Daytop Village

• Business Woman Award:  Margie 
Santos, president/CEO, Synergy Net-
work Worldwide

 Special Recognition Awards will 
also be awarded to

• Bill Aguado, executive director, 
Bronx Council on the Arts (retired)

• Beatriz Ahorrio, director of Reg-
istration and Assessments, Boricua 
College

• Pastor Jonathan Roque, Bishop, 
Council of Christian Churches Inter-
national

The ten students being awarded 
scholarships represent Bard College: 
Yamilet Cortes-Gil;  Boricua College: 
Barbara Robles and Kaitlin Rosario;  
College of Westchester: Luz E. Lopez;  
Hostos Community College: Adelaida 
Rosario:  Lehman College: Jessica 
Martinez, Chasity Renta and Leilani 
Roman; New Jersey Institute of Tech-
nology: Iris Rosario; and Nyack Col-
lege: Liana Amadeo.  

 For furhter information regarding 
the League or to download a sponsor-
ship form or a commemorative jour-
nal ad form, visit www.nylprw.org.  

To  sponsor  a  student  or  sponsor  
one  of  the League’s  events,    contact  
the   League’s   CFO, Rosalind Reyes-
Medina at (917) 432-4043.

NY League of Puerto Rican 
Women’s College Awards Gala

To apply: Please email your resume to employment@hfhnyc.org. Indicate the position  
(custodian or security guard) and preferred location (NBX or SBX) in the subject line of email.

NOW HIRING

Full-time jobs in north and south Bronx

For more information go to www.hfhnyc.orgWe are an equal opportunity employer (eeo) committed to equal treatment of all employees without regard to race, national 
origin, religion, gender, age, sexual orientation, veteran status, physical or mental disability or other basis protected by law.

Duties:  Cleaning hallways, lobbies, restrooms, floors, windows, and similar activities.

Qualifications:  Ability to reach, bend, stoop, stand for periods of time, and lift reasonably heavy objects.

Duties: Patrolling the interior and exterior areas of building, monitoring the building’s entries 
and exits, maintaining a sign-in log with required identification, enforcing rules and 
regulations, preparing incident reports, learning the fire safety plan and evacuation 
procedures and assisting in fire drills.

Qualifications: Valid NYS security guard license, current 8-hour certificate and 16-hour certificate.  
Fire Guard (F-2) or Fire Safety Coordinator license a plus.

Custodians
&

Security 
Guards

We are recruiting full-time staff who enjoy working in a family-oriented, residential environment.  
Jobs are full-time. A high school diploma is not required.

We provide a competitive starting salary and benefits including comprehensive health insurance, life 
insurance, ample vacation, holiday, and personal and sick leave.

No fee.
We are a direct employer.

BY ROBERT WIRSING
Drug Enforcement Administration 

agents served a warrant at 2344 Story 
Avenue on Thursday, July 6 at 6 a.m.

According to a DEA spokesperson, 
the DEA and Yonkers police commis-
sioner Charles Gardener announced 
that same day the unsealing of an in-
dictment and a complaint charging six 
defendants with allegedly engaging 
in distributing heroin throughout the 
southern district of New York.

The defendants Christopher Cole-
man, Jonathan Acquino, Lisa Hen-
derson, Leibys Mercedes and Branden 
Jones were taken into federal custody 
and presented in White Plains federal 
court before United States Magistrate 
Lisa M. Smith. James Odell Whitted re-

mains at large.
From February to June 2017, Cole-

man, Acquino, Whitted, Mercedes and 
Jones allegedly conspired to distribute 
100 grams and more of heroin.

Henderson and Coleman alledgedly 
conspired to distribute heroin. 

According to the police, Henderson 
assisted Coleman in packaging the her-
oin for resale and allowed Coleman to 
store narcotics traffi cking parapherna-
lia in Henderson’s apartment.

Coleman, Acquino, Whitted, Mer-
cedes and Jones each face a maximum 
term of 40 years in prison and a man-
datory minimum term of fi ve years in 
prison.

Henderson faces a maximum term of 
20 years in prison.

DEA agents prepared to serve a warrant at 2344 Story Avenue last week. 
 Photo by Edwin Soto

DEA warrant served at 2344 Story Ave.
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“Look as beautiful as you are….”

FillersBotox

Offering
the latest in

Laser Hair Removal     

Botox   

Fillers 

Scleratherapy 

Skin Peel

Electrolysis

Hormone Replacement Therapy

hCG Weight Loss Program

Important Safety Information
What is KYBELLA®
KYBELLA® is a prescription medi-
cine used in adults to improve the 
appearance and profile of moderate 
to severe fat below the chin (submen-
tal fat), also called “double chin.” It 
is not known if KYBELLA® is safe 
and effective for use outside of the 
submental area and in children less 
than 18 years of age
Please see additional Important 
Safety Information inside.

Bothered by the 
fullness* beneath 

your chin?

Got Hair?
M E DIC A L  A E S TH E TIC S

3611A East Tremont Ave., Bronx, NY
347-281-5576

Local classical musician Ellen Bardekoff is 
the founder and leader of the Bardekova 
Ensemble. Photo courtesy of Ellen Bardekoff

BY PATRICK ROCCHIO
A classical music ensemble is plan-

ning four upcoming concerts for the 
public to enjoy. 

The concerts, performed in Wood-
lawn, Bedford Park and Co-op City 
between July and October, promise to 
bring high quality chamber music to 
local communities for free. 

The Bardekova Ensemble, founded 
about 30 years ago by Julliard-trained 
oboe player Ellen Bardekoff, a Ford-
ham community member and life-long 
Bronxite, has upcoming dates at the 
Woolworth chapel at Woodlawn Cem-
etery, Poe Park’s Visitors Center, and 
in Co-op City’s Dreiser Loop Audito-
rium. 

“This is an opportunity to expe-
rience classical music for free in the 
Bronx,” said Bardekoff, adding that 
tickets to comparable performances in 
Manhattan or elsewhere can often cost 
$50 or more. 

There will be concerts at the Wool-
worth Chapel in Woodlawn on Sunday, 
July 16 and Sunday, September 3, both 
at 3 p.m. 

Performances will also take place 
at the Poe Park Visitor Center on Fri-
day, July 28 at 2 p.m. and at 177 Drieser 
Loop on Sunday, October 22 at 3 p.m. 

The mission of the Bardekova En-
semble is to bring free concerts to 
borough residents, including those in 
underserved communities, and to ex-
pand their awareness of classical mu-
sic, said Bardekoff. 

Crowds have been appreciative to 
fi nd classical music in their communi-
ties, she said. 

“I was playing in Poe Park a few 
years back and a man started crying 
(for joy),” said Bardekoff. “He went (to 
a NYC Parks Department employee) 
and thanked God he was able to fi nd a 
classical concert in the borough to ex-
perience.”

All of the performers have between 
two to four decades of experience per-
forming classical music. 

The free concerts will feature not 
only classical pieces, but also rendi-
tions of the music of Miles David, Duke 
Ellington, Celia Cruz, Franz Danzi, Ir-
ving Berlin, George Cohan and oth-
ers. 

The ensemble includes Bardekoff 
on oboe Richard Paratley on fl ute, 
Akari Yamamoto on clarinet, Nancy 
Vizza on the French horn and Shotaro 
Mori on bassoon. 

Bardekoff grew up in the borough, 
where she began to play piano at a very 
young age.

She fi rst played at the urging of her 

Ensemble plans 
four upcoming 

classical concerts

mother, who was a singer. 
Her mother brought her to the 

world-renowned Julliard School when 
she was six-years-old, and to her moth-
er’s surprise she was accepted into the 
program, said Bardekoff. 

Years later, she returned to Jul-
liard to obtain a masters degree. In the 
meantime, she had switched her inter-
est from piano to oboe, and became a 
music teacher. 

For years she taught at schools in-
cluding at DeWitt Clinton High School, 
M.S. 127 near Parkchester, and several 
Catholic schools both in the borough 
and Brooklyn. 

Funding for the Bardekova Ensem-
ble comes from Bronx Council on the 
Arts, NYC Department of Cultural Af-
fairs, Greater NY Arts Development 
Fund Program, Music Performance 
Trust Fund and private donations. 

The Coalition to Save Affordable 
Housing, Riverbay Corp. board of di-
rector Andrea Leslie, and private do-
nations, according to Bardekoff, spon-
sored the Co-op City Concert. 

For information about the Wood-
lawn Cemetery concerts, contact the 
Woodlawn Conservancy at (718) 920-
1469. 

For more information on the en-
semble and the performances, visit 
thebardekovaensemble.wordpress.
com. 
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MONDAY NIGHT
WING NIGHT

AT THE BAR
8PM TIL 10PM

(2 DRINK MINIMUM)

SUNDAY BRUNCH
11AM–3PM

Includes Traditional Irish
Breakfast & Complimentary
Mimosa or Bloody Mary or

Glass of Beer

$7 BAR LUNCHES
$2 DOMESTIC PINTS

12 TIL 4PM
AT BAR ONLY

EARLY BIRD DINNER

$1495

Monday–Thursday
4PM–6PM

Includes Soup or Salad
 Entree, OT/VEG & Dessert

Open 7 Days 11 AM – 4 PM AM Til 3 PM PM

PM PM

AM Til 4 PM

Throggs Neck Clipper
Home of Good Food & Strong Drinks

A place where strangers are not strangers ... but friends who have yet to meet!

YOU!

20th ANNIVERSARY
FAREWELL PARTY

SEA

Friday, July 14th, 21st & 29th

DJ Ant G. and DJ Mike Menna

Friday, July 28th

Saturday, July 22nd

9pm

Let’s make this a night to Remember!!

FREE
WI-FI
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BY SHIVAJI SENGUPTA
In January, Governor An-

drew Cuomo announced, with 
the Vermont Senator Bernie 
Sanders, that, come fall 2017, 
college education will be free 
in New York. Both senators 
Sanders and Hillary Clinton 
ran their 2016 presidential 
campaigns with the promise 
of free college tuition. 

College education has 
never been free in New York; 
and in some other states like 
California it was free un-
til the 1970s. It is ironic that 
the United States, the world’s 
wealthiest country, has nei-
ther free college education 
nor free healthcare for all.

Well, New York may be 
set to change that, at least as 
far as free college education 
is concerned. The Excelsior 
Scholarship, starting fall of 
2017-18, will cover the entire 
tuition of the students from 

Excelsior Scholarship and Enhanced 
Tuition Award - free college for all? 

State and City University of 
New York for a maximum of 
four years. 

The Excelsior Scholar-
ship requires all city and 
state university students to 
fi ll out their annual fi nan-
cial aid forms called FAFSA 
(Free Application for Fed-
eral Student Aid), to qualify. 
Anybody whose family’s ad-
justed gross income (income 
adjusted for tax purposes af-
ter the regular deductions) 
was less than $100,000 in 2015 
is eligible for the Excelsior 
Program, for the 2017-18 ac-
ademic year (the academic 
year includes fall, spring 
and summer) provided the 
student has accumulated at 
least 30 credits during the 
previous academic year. Stu-
dents getting Excelsior funds 
will receive NYS fi nancial 
aid - TAP (Tuition Assis-
tance Program) and PELL to 

help students pay tuition and 
other college expenses. Many 
new students seeking the Ex-
celsior Scholarship this aca-
demic year will have to wait 
until the 2018-19 academic 
year since priority must be 
given to students who regis-
tered during the 2016-17 aca-
demic year and have received 
30 credits. Those who receive 
Excelsior funds will be re-
quired to work, live and/or 
study in the State of New 
York, for the same number of 
years that they received fund-
ing. Should students move 
out of New York, after receiv-
ing Excelsior funds, then the 
funds will be converted to an 
interest-free loan.

So where does it leave pri-
vate college students? 

Fortunately, state senators 
Ted Stein and Ken Lavalle 
were able to persuade the 
governor to bring some fi nan-

cial relief to private college 
students as well. Private col-
lege tuition is much higher, 
but they also have smaller 
classes, and pay more indi-
vidual attention to students, 
than SUNY/CUNY. 

Recently, new legislation 
for private college tuition 
was created called Enhanced 
Tuition Award (ETA). Under 
this law – effective September 
2017 – private college students 
will receive a maximum of 
$6,000 a year for four years; 
the conditions are the same 
as the Excelsior Scholarship. 
The state will contribute half 
of the $6,000 to eligible stu-
dents after the TAP award 
has been deducted from the 
tuition. The other half will 
come from funds from the 
colleges’ that have decided to 
participate in ETA. 

So overall, the Excelsior 
Program and ETA are good 

news for the residents of the 
Bronx. Many Bronxites have 
continuously suffered from 
the twin ills of poverty and 
low percentage of the popula-
tion attending and complet-
ing a college degree (23% have 
some college). The Excelsior 
and ETA Programs should 
help solve the fi nancial barri-
ers in making college afford-
able, while at the same time 
college degree completion ob-
tainable.

But is education free? It 
is too early to tell, since it is 
quite likely that taxes will 
likely increase to pay for col-
lege education.

We shall see…
Shivaji Sengupta is profes-

sor of English and vice pres-
ident of Academic Affairs 
at Boricua College. He has a 
Ph.D. in English from Colum-
bia University. He has been at 
Boricua College for 41 years.

Holy Rosary Parish raffl e set
Save the date and buy 

raffl e tickets for chances 
to win tickets for two (val-
ued at $180) to the Holy 

Rosary 92nd Anniversary 
Dinner Dance on Sunday, Oc-
tober 22, 5:30 to 10:30 p.m. at 
the Marina del Rey.

Raffl e tickets are $5 each, 
and are on sale on Sundays 
in the Holy Rosary Church 
vestibule on July 16, 23, 30 

and August 6, from 8 a.m. to 
2 p.m.  Raffl e tickets are eli-
gible for two drawings on 
Sunday, July 30 and Sunday, 

August 6, at 2 p.m.  Winner 
need not be presents. Win-
ner will be contacted by 
phone by Father Williams. 

BY GENE DEFRANCIS 
On the night of Indepen-

dence Day, police offi cer Mi-
osotis Familia was on duty 
protecting our community. 
Without provocation other 
than wearing the NYPD uni-
form and sitting inside a 
NYPD vehicle, she was shot 
by a coward with a long crim-
inal history. 

The frustration for the 
community continues as we 
are stuck in the middle. When 
an offi cer arrives on a call or 
is walking in our community 
they always face some form 
of risk. It’s not fair to them 
and it’s not fair to the com-
munity. They have a right to 
go home to their family. 

The show of support from 
the community is always 
strong. Many vigils, prayers 
and a show of love. But we 
need to stand up and speak 
up about these career crimi-

nals roaming our streets un-
supervised without any men-
tal health care. 

We can’t stop fi ghting 
and we can’t stop communi-
cating. Each resident is re-
sponsible for their house and 
their block. Be vigilant and 
keep sharing your thoughts 
and your concerns. 

Keep our offi cers and 
the Familia family in your 
thoughts and prayers. 

That also leads us to 
the conversation about the 
Barnes Avenue man found 
deceased in his apartment. 
The cause of death is not 
yet confi rmed and homicide 
is not ruled out. The real 
concern is if the building 
has new tenants every few 
months with no connection 
to the community, they don’t 
feel invested in the commu-
nity or they take and not put 
anything into the commu-

nity. Temporary housing is 
no good. 

There is no initiative to 
interact and care for neigh-
bors. Adding mental health 
and/or addiction concerns 
can and in this case has led 
to serious problems in the 
community. 

Unfortunately (as usual) 
someone had to die before it 
got serious attention to help 
the police and community 
board focus on this location. 
We need to work together and 
the police department and 
community need our con-
stant support and attention.  
Unless the city and state 

fi xes this policy and changes 
the cycle of the homeless sys-
tem and drug epidemic,then 
their hands are tied.

On a positive note, we had 
a successful clean up and 
graffi ti removal with our lo-
cal residents and 49th Pre-
cinct bike patrol. Thank you 
John Provetto, Grace Lova-
glio, Holly Orenstein, Larry 
Mauriello, police offi cer 
Roger Rachelski, police of-
fi cer Jay Sanchez and police 
offi cer James Graham for 
you energy and time. 

Thank you also ISIS Res-
taurant and Roma Pizza for 
lunch. And another thank 
you to John Provetto for the 
Paint donation. 

We are offi cially announc-
ing our Candidate Forum on 
Tuesday, August 8 at 7 p.m. 
at the Sanz Banquet Hall, 815 
Allerton Avenue. Candidates 
for the 13th Council District 

are invited to interact and 
take questions from the com-
munity. 

For September’s meeting, 
we will have a business im-
provement district conver-
sation. We strongly encour-
age all of our residents but 
especially our merchants 
and property owners to at-
tend this meeting so we can 
discuss all the pros and cons 
and have a full discussion 
about this topic. 

Any and all thoughts and 
concerns can be addressed 
on our Facebook page Aller-
ton International Merchants 
Association Inc. or you can 
email us at allertonmer-
chants@gmail.com. 

We are also still looking 
for a few more interested 
parties in our Incubator 
Project. 

Get involved. You commu-
nity is your business. 
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Delivery Service Available

10
PLASMA TVs

CHECK OUT OUR MENU ON-LINE AT:
WWW.WICKEDWOLFNY.COM

BEER CRAZED MONDAYS-> 1-6pm
$1 OFF ANY BEER 

$2 SLIDERS (BEEF OR PORK, MINIMUM OF 3) 
$5 DOZEN WINGS (Hot, Mild, BBQ, or Teriyaki) 

 

TEQUILA TUESDAYS -> 4-7pm 
$5 MARGARITAS & SUNRISES 

$1 OFF NAME BRAND TEQUILLA SHOTS 
$6- GUACAMOLE AND CHIPS 

$5- QUESADILLAS (Chicken or Chili) 
 

WINE’D UP WEDNESDAYS-> 4-7pm 
$4 GLASS OF HOUSE WINE 

RED OR WHITE SANGRIA - $7 
$5 BAR APPETIZERS 

 

THIRSTY THURSDAYS-> 4-7pm 
$3 WELL DRINKS 

$5 MARTINIS 
$5 COSMOS 

$4 IMPORTED PINTS (GUINESS $5) 
$4 IMPORTED BOTTLES 

 $5 DOZEN WINGS (Hot, Mild, BBQ, or Teriyaki) 
$5 NACHOS 

 

FIREBALL FRIDAYS-> 4-8pm 
$4 FIREBALL SHOTS 

$1 OFF ANY BRAND WHISKEY SHOTS 
$3.00 DOMESTIC PINTS - $4 IMPORTED PINTS (Guinness $5) 

$3.50 DOMESTIC BOTTLES - $4.00 IMPORTED BOTTLES 
$5 BAR APPETIZERS 

The Wicked Wolf
HAPPY HOUR SPECIALS

SUNDAY BRUNCH
BUFFET

$19 
95  

per person

Restaurant & Bar
4029 East Tremont A 0

The Wicked Wolf
We Now Deliver 7 Days A Week!

Saturday, July 22nd
6pm to 10pm

“G & J Entertainment”
PLAYING JAZZ & BIG BAND CLASSICS!

LIVE MUSIC At The Wolf
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Notice of Public Hear-
ing to be held Tuesday, 
July 25, 7 p.m. at the 
Greek American Insti-
tute, 3573 Bruckner Boule-
vard South, on the follow-
ing matter: 

BSA Calendar #2017-11-
BZ, 3271 Westchester Ave-
nue, 10461, Special Permit 
(Section 73-36) to operate 
a physical culture estab-
lishment (ILOVEKICK-
BOXING) within a portion 

- Public Notice -
of the ground fl oor of an ex-
isting one-story commer-
cial building; C2-4/R7A 
zoning district.

Another item on the 
agenda that evening will 
be a discussion on 3250 
Westchester Avenue. 

Following the public 
hearing, the board will 
conduct a Economic De-
velopment meeting on new 
and renewal licenses. 

Call 718.260.2555
..to sell your car in our 
CLASSIFIED SECTIONS 
& get...Real Results!

BY PAUL GOLLUSCIO
Hello all!
This month and next are 

slow months at the post. So, 
it’s horn blowing time. I’m go-
ing to Tootle the Horn of 620 
and let you all know what we 
are doing.

We support Boy’s State, 
that’s where a high school 
junior is chosen to attend a 
course in an upstate college 
and learn how a law is enacted 
in New York. They elect a gov-
ernor and state senators and 
assemblymen, come up with a 
law and go through the mech-
anizations of it’s passing.

We collect eyeglasses, hear-

ing aids, cell phones and cloth-
ing for vets in need.

We help any vet with prob-
lems with the VA or any other 
agency with whom the vet has 
trouble.

We are into Poppy Sales 
around Memorial Day.

We collect torn, soiled and 
old fl ags and retire them in 
a dignifi ed Flag Retirement 
Ceremony, we also replace the 
worn fl ags on the gravesites of 
our deceased members.

We host two BBQ’s and 
one Christmas, slash, Holiday 
Party at the VA for the shut-
ins.

We have sent goodie pack-

ages to the troops overseas.
We teach kids about the re-

spect, display and handling of 
the fl ag.

We collected non-perish-
able food stuffs for local soup 
kitchens.

A word about the clothing 
collection, folks that picked 
this stuff up are no longer do-
ing it, so I ask that you hold off 

on the donations until we get 
this sorted out.

The best part about all of 
this is we are not the only post 
doing all of the above, other 
posts in the Bronx Times Re-
porter Land are doing this as 
well.

When I ask some one to 
join and get an answer “Well 
I don’t drink and don’t play 
cards” I laugh and tell them 
I have other stuff for you to 
do.

We at the post now have ac-
tive S.A.L. and Booster orga-
nizations.

Dues are due, so every one 
get them in.

Trivia Time 
The shovel ready job be-

gan on the Erie Canal on July 
4,1817. The fellow after whom 
my high school was named 
honchoed the whole thing. De 
Witt Clinton.

The Bikini was introduced 
on July 5, 1946, yes, it was 
named after the atoll.

The U.S. annexed Hawaii 
July 7, 1898.

The fi rst sliced bread en-
tered the market in July 7, 
1928 in Chillicothe, MO.

Your brains are full now 
so keep the troops in your 
prayers, take a vet to lunch 
and God bless.

BY MARY JANE MUSANO
It seems to me that the med-

ical profession is falling apart.  
It scares me and so I am deter-
mined to be as knowledgeable 
as I can be about how to stay 
healthy.  It isn’t easy because 
there is so much controversy 
about medicine, nutrition, 
supplements, medical proto-
col, hospital procedures...well 
just about everything that in-
volves your health. So, I read 
and read and read and that 
helps me and my family and 
friends.  The thing that frus-
trates me is that I haven’t seen 
change for the better and in 
spite of the fact that there is 
so much good information out 
there that can help so many 
people, things are just getting 
worse.

I guess that’s why I feel 
compelled to write about what 
I see happening in the fi eld of 
health and hope that people 
will challenge their doctors, 
hospitals, medical schools, 
the FDA and any other person 
or institution that will listen.  
The problem is that they don’t 
listen.  But that just means we 
have to discuss these issues 
more, be more demanding, 
be knowledgeable and search 
out doctors and hospitals that 
will listen.

So many people complain 
that they wait hours to see 
their doctor and when they 
fi nally get in they are rushed 
out.  The few minutes they 
have with their doctor is spent 

looking at the side of his face 
while he is on the computer!  
If this is happening to you, I 
want you to know that there 
are doctors that will listen and 
speak with you face to face.  I 
am lucky enough to have one 
of those great doctors.  If you 
are waiting more than 30 min-
utes to see your doctor, that 
is a red fl ag that he is taking 
on more patients than he can 
safely care for.  It also is a com-
ment on the respect he has for 
his patients.  Your time is as 
important as his.  Demand to 
be treated with the respect 
that you deserve.  Tell your 
doctor that the wait time is un-
acceptable and if he doesn’t do 
anything about it, fi nd a new 
doctor and tell him why you 
are leaving!

So many people are now 
knowledgeable about good nu-
trition and supplements.  We 
have known for centuries that 
food should be your medicine.  
Years ago, food was more nu-
tritious than it is today, so 
now we must supplement to 
get the nutrition we need to 
stay healthy.  We also have 
resorted to growing our own 
food, joining CSA’s and shop-
ping at stores that offer local 
and organic fruit and produce.  
This is a wonderful thing and 
I am so thankful that our com-
munity is at the forefront of 
this movement.

So, when you go to your 
doctor with your newfound 
knowledge and he tells you 

that of course you can take 
supplements but you are just 
creating very expensive urine, 
don’t be surprised.  Worse 
than that, he may even say 
that supplements are danger-
ous.  Don’t be discouraged and 
don’t think he knows what he 
is talking about, because he 
doesn’t.

Here’s the truth about how 
knowledgable doctors are 
about supplements and nu-
trition.  Current U.S. medi-
cal schools require about 23.9 
contact hours of nutrition on 
average (many receiving just 
3 hours)  with none of those 
hours required in supplemen-
tation of vitamins and miner-
als over four years of medical 
school.  The majority of these 
hours relate to biochemistry 
not food related decision mak-
ing.

Current U.S. medical li-
censing exams evaluate bio-
chemical knowledge but no 
standardized exams test the 
skills or knowledge of medi-
cal students to advise a pa-
tient seeking guidance with 
regard to diet, lifestyle modi-
fi cations or supplementation.  
Post graduate training follows 
suit. The word nutrition isn’t 

even included in board exams 
for internal medicine certifi -
cation and cardiology fellows 
don’t need to complete a single 
requirement.

If you are shaking your 
head in disbelief, you will be 
horrifi ed when you start to re-
search the protocols that are 
present in many hospitals, 
even the one’s we consider 
to be the the very best.  As a 
money saving strategy, many 
hospitals have adopted a very 
dangerous model for anesthe-
siology.  Instead of having an 
anesthesiologist assigned to 
you, it is very possible that 
your anesthesiologist will 
hook you up and remove you 
from your anesthesia but will 
leave your operating room 
and go down the hall to other 
operating rooms.  During the 
time your anesthesiologist is 
away, you will have a resident, 
which is a doctor in training 
or a nurse anesthetist taking 
charge.

I really am shocked that 
this is even legal, but at the 
very least, this is a very dan-
gerous practice that no one 
should submit to.  The prob-
lem is that you will not be in-
formed of this practice and 
most people would not be 
knowledgeable enough to even 
ask about it.  Your anesthesi-

ologist is as important as your 
surgeon and should be with 
you through the duration of 
your surgery.  If something 
goes wrong, by the time your 
anesthesiologist is located and 
informed of the problem at 
hard, the consequences could 
very well be dire.  

If you are having surgery, 
you must request that an an-
esthesiologist be with you for 
the entire surgery.  You have 
a right to request this and the 
likelihood is that they will 
comply.  I recently had this 
experience in trying to help 
a family member.  I asked to 
speak with the chief of anes-
thesiology to have an anesthe-
siologist present throughout 
the surgery.  I checked again 
on the morning of the surgery 
to be sure that they would com-
ply.  Ask and ye shall receive.  
Don’t be afraid to advocate for 
yourself or a loved one.

There are many things 
that must change in the fi eld 
of medicine and the only way 
to make that happen is to be 
knowledgeable and speak up.  
You have the right to ask ques-
tions and get answers from the 
professionals you receive care 
from.  Don’t stop until you are 
satisfi ed with the answers.  
Good luck.  You will probably 
need it.
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CELEBRATE OUR
41st ANNIVERSARY

WITH THIS

SPECIAL
SAVINGS

The Curtain Shop & General Store

$10
OFF
ANY PURCHASE OF

$25
OR MORE

PLEASE PRESENT COUPON
EXPIRES 7/30/17

Elder abuse by Healthy Seniors CliCC
Elder abuse is a hid-

den scourge in our soci-
ety. The problem is that 
no one talks about elder 
abuse.

 In fact one study es-
timated that only 1 in 14 
elder abuse cases are re-
ported to the authorities 
(National Research Coun-
cil, 2003). 

There are several rea-
sons for this. 

For one the senior 
may be too weak, sick, 
or ashamed to report the 
abuse. 

Others may be in de-
nial and or not truly feel 
the abuse.. 

There is limited pub-
lic awareness regarding 
services available in the 
community to address 
the problem. 

Elder abuse can hap-
pen to anyone regardless 
of race, ethnicity, culture, 
religion, class or gender.

 It can happen in a va-

riety of places including  
a family member’s home, 
assisted living facility, or 
nursing home. This abuse 
comes in many forms. 

Physical: slapping, 
hitting, cutting, burning, 
or forcibly restraining 
and/or confi ning an indi-
vidual 

Sexual: the touching, 
fondling, intercourse, or 
other sexual activity, in 
which the senior is un-
able or unwilling to con-
sent and is threatened, or 
physically forced. 

Emotional: verbal 
threats, intimidation, in-
sulting, demeaning lan-
guage 

Financial: misuse or 
withholding of seniors re-
sources. 

This can include cash, 
credit cards, assets, and 
other funds. 

Neglect: failure or re-
fusal of a  caregiver to 
provide life’s necessities 

including but not limited 
to food, clothing, shelter, 
and appropriate medical 
care. 

What can you do if 
you suspect that some-
one is being abused or ex-
ploited? If the person is in 
immediate danger then 
contact 911. 

The Department for 
the Aging has an Elderly 
Crime Victims Resource 
Center which can be 

reached through 311 and 
can connect you with as-
sistance throughout the 
city. 

Neighborhood SHOPP 
has the VIP program 
which provides assis-
tance with orders of pro-
tection changing of locks, 
and victim compensa-
tion claims. They can be 
reached at 718-542-0006

BronxWorks has an el-
der abuse case manager 

who can be reached at 
718-299-0300 x303.

R.A.I.N. has case man-
agers that can conduct as-
sessments for homebound 
seniors and part of their 
training is to screen for 
elder abuse. They can be 
reached at 347-346-9676.

Never stay silent. Seek 
help and get the safety 
and security you deserve. 

National Research 
Council (US) Panel to 

Review Risk and Preva-
lence of Elder Abuse and 
Neglect; Bonnie RJ, Wal-
lace RB, editors. Elder 
Mistreatment: Abuse, Ne-
glect, and Exploitation in 
an Aging America. Wash-
ington (DC): National 
Academies Press (US); 
2003. 

Co-Sponsored by the 
Hartford Institute for Ge-
riatric Nursing at NYU 
and R.A.I.N.

Senior transportation
Do you need help getting to and from your med-

ical appointments?  Transportation Services are 
available to seniors Monday through Friday, 8 a.m. 
to 4 p.m., in community districts 9, 10, 11 and 12.

  • Door to door service for all medical appoint-
ments

• Courteous, professional drivers
• Clean vehicles
• Handicap accessibility, including wheelchair 

lifts 
For further information, call Mildred Cardona, 

program director of the R.A.I.N. Transportation 
Program at (718) 882-8513.  

(Left) Rally is a one year old Husky male. Good 
with other dogs and kids. Loves long walks. 
Needs experienced owner. No apartments - 
only will be adopted to a house with a yard.

(Right) Mimi is a 2 year old short- haired cat. 
She came in last may as a stray and pregnant.
Sadly her babies all died. She is living in our 
free room. Very mellow and loving...would 
love to sit next to you while you watch TV. 
Very well behaved young lady. 

To adopt any of these pets, email newbeginningani-
malrescue@gmail.com or call 347-691-3282.

ADOPT A PET
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The fi rst graduating class of the Bronx Academy for Software Engineering were all smiles as 100% of their class have been accepted to colleges and universities across the nation. 
 Photo by Ray Maldonado

NYC’s most computer-profi cient students celebrated their graduation from the Bronx Academy for Software Engineering’s inaugural class on Wednesday, June 28 at Fordham University’s 
McGinley Ballroom. 

BRONX ACADEMY FOR SOFTWARE ENGINEERING  INAUGURAL CLASS GRADUATES

Dr. Shivaji Sengupta (l), vice president of Academic Affairs and Jose Isreal Lopez hold the 
fi rst prize. First Prize winner (back, l-r) Glendy Martinez and her son, Adrian; Brenda Rodri-
guez, director of Admissions; Dr. Victor Alicea; second prize winner Lizbeth Irigoyen and 
fi rst prize winner Emelia Cavilla and her daughter, Ruth Castro. Photo by Silvio Pacifi co

(l-r) Boricua College Board members and faculty, Dr. Victor Alicea, president; Dario Rosario, 
Medical Assistance Program facilitator; Hilda Rivera Pantojas; Dr. Sengupta; Nilsa Olivieroa; 
Jose Isreal Lopez, dean; Dr. Talia Colon and Dr. Joseph Gaines. Photo by Silvio Pacifi co

Boricua College hosted its End of the Academic Year Celebrations on Tuesday, June 27 to commemorate a year of higher education at the college, encourage students to continue their 
education next year and encourage this year’s alumni to return for their Masters degree.

BORICUA COLLEGE CELEBRATES END OF ACADEMIC YEAR

Borough President Diaz (back, c) congratulated this year’s 
graduates on their many successes. 
 Photo courtesy of P.S. 36

P.S. 36 hosted its fi fth grade graduation ceremony on 
Friday, June 23 which featured Borough President Ru-
ben Diaz, Jr. and Councilwoman Annabel Palma as guest 
speakers.

P.S. 36’S
5TH GRADE

GRADUATION 
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Volunteer. Be a Big Apple Greeter
As a Big Apple Greeter, I get to show visitors where I grew up in the 
Bronx - up by Fordham Road – and places I love – like around Yankee 
Stadium and Arthur Avenue, the real “Little Italy” with great 
restaurants.

My visitors get a true view of New York. I get to hang out with terrific 
people and show off my city. Best of all, it’s free!

Support Big Apple Greeter
Go to www.bigapplegreeter.org #TrueBigApple

Mathew Dallas
Big Apple Greeter

Bronx

SHOW 
THE WORLD

NEW YORK’S 

TRUE 
CHARACTER

SIRECI 
Family Dental
Your Neighborhood Dentist Since 1983

C A R I N G    A F F O R D A B L E    P A I N L E S S

FREE 
CONSULTATIONS

COME VISIT US 
IN OUR NEW 

MODERN OFFICE

2861 BRUCKNER BLVD.  |  718-829-0455

GENERAL DENTISTRY  

SPECIALTY CARE

COMMUNITY
CHIROPRATIC

of Throggs Neck

Kenneth P. Gonoud D.C.

Trigger Point Injections

We Treat:
Acute and Chronic Pain, Back and Neck Pain

Headaches and Migraines, Sciatica and Pinched Nerves
Arthritis, Knee and Shoulder Pain
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Board members Jason Tewes (back, 2nd from l) and Michael O’Gara (back, 2nd from r) joined 
fi rst place champions (l-r) Mike Burke, Kevin McKenna and Bruce Hull. 
 Photo by Silvio Pacifi co

The Boy Scouts hosted its fi fth annual Boy Scout Golf Invitational on Monday, June 26 at 
Van Cortlandt Golf Course Clubhouse. All proceeds raised will provide camp scholarships 
for needy Bronx boy scouts.

BOY SCOUT GOLF TOURNEY AT VCPK

Dozens of individuals participated in the #Not62 Free Yoga Night as part of the borough 
president’s ongoing #Not62 Campaign for a Healthier Bronx. Photo by Brynne Levy

Borough President Ruben Diaz, Jr. hosted Sweet Water Dance and Yoga for a free Yoga Night 
on Tuesday, June 27 in the Bronx County Building’s Veterans’ Memorial Hall. 

DIAZ HOSTS NOT62 YOGA NIGHT

The Soundview Community Drug Free Coali-
tion met on Tuesday, June 27 at Odyssey 
House. The coalition viewed a Probation 
Department presentation update from Po-
lice Service Area 8 by Branch Chief Gail A. 
Jones and discussed a strategy for Sound-
view Day.

DRUG FREE
 COALITION MEETS

The Soundview Community Drug Free Coali-
tion hosted a productive June meeting. 
 Photo by Silvio Pacifi co

Bronx Lebanon Hospital held a somber vigil in honor of the victims of the recent Bronx Lebanon Hospital shooting and slain police offi cer Miosotis Familia on Thursday, July 6.

BRONX LEBANON HOSPITAL REMEMBERS VICTIMS

Attendees placed heartfelt messages in memory of slain 46th Precinct policer offi cer Miosotis Familia and 
Bronx Lebanon Hospital’s Dr. Tracy Tam during the vigil. Photo by Aracelis Batista

Bronx Lebanon Hospital registered nurses Geneva Mensah (l) and Natalie 
Green lent their support at the somber vigil. Photo by Aracelis Batista
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Native American fashions at the Museum of the American Indian

RHYMES 
WITH CRAZY

Warning: Reading this 
column may have the same 
effect it had on the woman 
writing it. (I must have a 
Popsicle or Good Humor 
right now!).

But it wasn’t always as 
easy as screaming (and go-
ing to the freezer, or deli). 
These things had to be in-
vented, and I think we owe 
those stone-cold geniuses a 
salute.

The Popsicle

If it weren’t for Frank 
Epperson, we wouldn’t 
have the Popsicle. And if it 
weren’t for his kids, we’d 
be licking Epsicles, which 
sounds almost obscene. 
Here’s the story.

One night in 1905, when 
Frank was 11, he left a glass 
fi lled with water, Kool-Aid 
(or its 1905 equivalent), and 
the stick he was stirring 
them with out on his porch. 
This was in Oakland, the 
Brooklyn of San Francisco.

You know how they 
say it’s always beautiful 
weather in California? Ha. 
The cup of sweetened water 
froze solid. Frank pulled it 
out by the stick and — well, 
I think you can tell where 
this is going.

He made these stick 

treats for his friends and, 
years later, he made them for 
his kids, too, calling them 
“Epsicles” — a mashup of his 
name  plus icicles. But his kids 
called them Pop’s Icles, be-
cause they were made by their 
pop. And they convinced him 
to change the name.

Epperson started sell-
ing the Popsicles at Neptune 
Beach, Oakland’s Coney Is-
land. So novel were they that 
they had to be described to the 
public as a “frozen lollipop,” 
or a “drink on a stick.” 

They took off. By May of ’23, 
a single stand at the real Co-
ney Island (in the real Brook-
lyn) sold 8,000 in a day.

That same year, Epper-
son got a patent on his frozen 
treat. But, debt pressing down, 
he quickly sold the patent to a 
guy named Joe Lowe — a de-
cision Epperson later rec-
ognized as so epically awful 
that he is quoted as saying, “I 
haven’t been the same since.”

For his part, Lowe expanded 
the business and, when the De-
pression hit, made the brilliant 
move of selling a two-stick Pop-
sicle for the same price — fi ve 
cents — so two kids could (with 
some persuading, perhaps) 
break them in half and share 
them. In 1986, the Popsicle com-

pany fi nally stopped selling 
doubles, supposedly swayed 
by moms who complained they 
were too messy.

One has to wonder if that 
was truly the case, or if 50 
years after the Depression 
someone on staff pointed out: 
Why are we still selling two 
for one?

Anyway, now Popsicle is 
owned by Unilever, and Ep-
person is buried in the same 
California cemetery as an-
other food genius: Trader Vic, 
inventor of the Mai Tai. 

The Good Humor Bar

And what of the yin to the 
Popsicle’s yang: The Good 
Humor Bar? Well, it’s compli-
cated — and parallel.

In 1922, an Iowa school 
teacher patented the Eskimo 
Pie, a square of vanilla ice 

cream enrobed in a chocolate 
shell (I love every word de-
scribing that pie).

At approximately the same 
time, in Youngstown, Ohio, 
Harry Burt invented a choco-
late coating that also enrobed 
a slab of vanilla ice cream. But 
when his daughter said it was 
too messy (kids seem essential 
to the confection invention 
process), he inserted a stick. 
He called it the Good Humor 
Bar and started selling them 
from a fl eet of 12 trucks outfi t-
ted, originally, with the bells 
from his son’s bobsled.

Burt applied for a patent, 
but the offi cials in D.C. de-
murred, concerned his inven-
tion was too similar to the 
Eskimo Pie. Frustrated, Burt 
took a bucket of Good Humor 
bars to D.C. and passed them 
around the patent offi ce to 
demonstrate the difference: 
His had a stick. Thus satis-
fi ed (or bribed, or just plain 
happy), the authorities gave 
him his patent.

Guess what happened next? 
Burt sued Lowe — the guy who 
bought the Popsicle company 
— for copyright infringement. 
How dare Lowe sell something 
else frozen on a stick?

By 1925, the suit was set-
tled out of court and the deal 

was basically this: Popsicle 
could sell ice on a stick and 
Good Humor could sell ice 
cream. 

And sell they did. 
By the 1950s, there were 

2,000 Good Humor trucks 
plying the streets of sub-
urbia. The Good Humor 
men (no women till 1967) 
were required to take a 
two-day class in ice cream 
etiquette, like, “Always tip 
your hat.” But by the ’70s, 
with gas prices, insurance, 
and competition (yes, I’m 
talking to you, Mister Sof-
tee) all going up, the com-
pany’s profi ts melted. Good 
Humor didn’t become prof-
itable again till the ’80s, 
and by then, the bars were 
sold in stores, not streets.

Today, Good Humor is 
owned by Unilever, too. 
The bars are still delicious, 
but like Frank Epperson’s 
invention, they are no lon-
ger a mom- and (wait for it!) 
Popsicle business.

If you want that, cool off 
with some shaved ice from 
a cart.

Skenazy is founder of 
Free-Range Kids, a contrib-
utor to Reason.com, and 
author of “Has the World 
Gone Skenazy?”

Reporter (Entry Level)                    
The Bronx Times, part of the Community News Group, is seeking an entry-level reporter 
to cover several urban and community issues. 
Responsibilities: 

places and events

agencies, statistical reports and other printed resources that form the basis for news stories, 
judgment necessary 

nights and weekends 

Requirements: 

with salary requirements and resume to lguerriero@cnglocal.com  
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Co-op City’s patriotism was on full display at its traditional Independence Day Block Par-
ty and Fireworks Show on Monday, July 3 on the Greenway opposite the Co-op City Little 
League Field. Sponsored by Riverbay Fund, the annual celebration featured live music, deli-
cious food and a fi reworks display in honor of our nation’s 241st birthday!

CO-OP CITY JULY 4TH FIREWORKS

The skies over Co-op City lit up in patriotic hues. Photo by Silvio Pacifi co

(l-r) Riverbay Fund’s Leslie Peterson, Claudia Sampson, Jerome Elrite, Michelle Sajous, Linda 
Beck, Kevin Lambright and Junius Williams welcomed everyone to the festivities. 
 Photo by Silvio Pacifi co

Many Co-op City residents, current and former Bronxites came to watch the fi reworks and 
enjoy a nice summer evening. Photo by Silvio Pacifi co

Members of NYC Sanitation and Organics provided Pelham Bayites with brand new bins. 
 Photo by Edwin Soto

The NYC Department of Sanitation and NYC Organics Distribution of Bins for Organics Curb-
side Collection gave Pelham Bay residents collection bins on Thursday, July 6.

NYC SANITATION DISTRIBUTES ORGANICS BINS

Fannie Lou Hamer Freedom High School students and Teaching Artist Emily Young (c) debut 
their fi nal product, ‘Our Voice, Our Choice’ a collaboration with the Center for Urban Peda-
gogy and NYC Campaign Finance Board. Photo courtesy of NYC Campaign Finance Board

Center for Urban Pedagogy and the NYC Campaign Finance Board collaborated with teach-
ing artist Emily Young and Fannie Lou Hamer Freedom High School students to dig deeper 
into local elections on Thursday, June 29 at the Bronx Music Heritage Center.

STUDENTS CREATE ELECTION BOOKLET

Hop Center residents and staff enjoyed celebrating Independence Day together. 
 Photo courtesy of Hope Center

Over 30 residents and their families enjoyed a fun and patriotic barbecue on Monday, July 
3 to celebrate Independence Day a day early at the Hope Center. The celebration featured 
delicious hot dogs, hamburgers, shish kabob and watermelons; music; super bingo and a 
surprise visit from a mini therapy horse decked out in red, white and blue.

HOPE CENTER HOSTS JULY 4TH BBQ
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POT of GOLD
Sherbee Antiques is a family-owned business that has been 

serving the tri-state area for over 60 years. 
We buy from the full contents of homes and estates 

to single items. We specialize in high-end goods such as 
antiques, art, fi ne porcelain, lighting, bronzes and sculptures. 

We have particular interest in fi ne jewelry, timepieces, 
diamonds, gold and silver. 

If you call we will come to you, free of charge, and evaluate 
what you are selling. We know the value of your possessions 
and are willing to pay top dollar on the spot. Please feel free 
to call seven days a week for a free same day consultation.

You may be sitting on a large fortune. 
Call Sherbee Antiques. They’ll tell you how much.

CALL TODAY 917-748-7622 OR 718-762-7448 
You’ll be glad you did.

Sherbee  Antiques
Est. 1940

Castle Hill  
Funeral Directors, Inc.

1528 Castle Hill Avenue
Bronx, NY 10462
(718) 828-9222

AFFORDABLE CREMATION & BURIAL PACKAGES

PRE-ARRANGED AND PREPAID SERVICES

LARGE PARKING FACILITY

www.chfuneraldirectors.net

Family Owned for 80 Years

Thomas Guido
Funeral Director

George Farr
Funeral Director

John Ruggiero 
Funeral Director

Marlena Krause LoCicero
Funeral Director
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LOSE 20–40 lb.
IN THE NEXT 40 DAYS

Lose weight and start looking and feeling 
as beautiful as you are...

DROP 20-40 POUNDS IN 40 DAYS

NO EXERCISE NECESSARY

MINIMAL OR NO CRAVINGS

MININMAL OR NO HUNGER

BURNS FAT

TARGETS BELLY, BUTT, HIPS, THIGHS

DOCTOR SUPERVISED FOR SAFETY & RESULTS

Dr. Albert 
Graziosa has 
been certified 
with the fresh 
start hCG diet 
and has led 
many patients 
to live more 
happy and 
healthy lives.

VISIT US AT 

GOTHAIRLLC.COM

BECAUSE OF OUR 

TECHNOLOGY

“Weight Loss Has 

Changed My Life”
Ask yourself how 
would you like to lose 
30 or more pounds, 
have more energy, 
feel great, feel sexy, 
decrease your risks 
of diabetes and heart 
disease and regain 
your health all in next 
40 days.

M E DIC A L  A E S TH E TIC S

Got Hair? llc
3611A East Tremont Avenue  Bronx, NY 

347-281-5576

BE
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GET READY FOR SUMMER WITH OUR 
CLEAN START WEIGHT LOSS PROGRAM

NY Yankees Manager Joe Gi-

rardi encourages city kids to stay 
healthy over the summer with the 
City’s free Summer Meals program 
and the PAL Playstreet Camp Fitness 
Challenge.  

On behalf of the American Dairy 
Association North East, he will pro-
vide further incentive by announcing 
free Yankee game tickets for all camp-
ers at the Playstreet Camp with the 
highest participation in the Fitness 
Challenge.  

Madden-Buck will provide an over-
view of the Playstreet Camp Fitness 
Challenge goals. Campers will com-
pete in fi tness challenges to win Yan-
kee gift packs and tickets.

Free summer meals are provided 
by the Department of Education and 
made available at sites including PAL 
Playstreet Camps, schools, pools, 
parks, libraries and mobile trucks 
ensuring kids have access to the nu-
trition they need to grow and thrive 
while school is out. 

The City’s Free Summer Meals 
Program is available to all children 
and teens ages 18 and under, no reg-
istration or ID is required.  Kids sim-
ply show up and receive a free, healthy 
meal. 

The program offers breakfast and 
lunch from June 29 through Septem-
ber 1, every week day, though some lo-
cations also offer meals on Saturdays 
and Sundays. Breakfast is served from 
8 to 9:15 a.m., and lunch is served from 
11 a.m. to 1:15 p.m.

According to the USDA, only 1 in 
10 children who are eligible for free 
summer meals actually receive meals 
--leaving 19 million children unserved.  
When school is out, families can spend 
up to an additional $300 a month to 
feed children.  Getting the word out 
about the availability of free sum-
mer meals is vitally important to the 
health of children and helps families 
stretch their food budget.

 To fi nd summer meal sites, resi-

dents can visit www.schoolfoodnyc.
org or dial the city’s information line 
at 311

* * *

The National Alliance on Mental 

Health-NYC Metro and the Bronx 

Vet Center will offer a NAMI Home-
front Education Program on Tuesday 
nights until August 15, from 6 830 p.m. 
It will take place in Room 1B-07 at the 
James J. Peter’s VA Medical Center, 
130 West Kingsbridge Road.

 This is a free, six-session workshop 
open to any family, friends, or signifi -
cant others connected with military 
service members or veterans with 
mental health conditions.  

There does not need to be a direct 
connection with eligibility for health-
care services at the VA in order to at-
tend.  It is designed to help family 
members understand and support 
their loved one while maintaining 
their own well-being.   

The instructors are also family 
members who have experience with 
military culture and know what it’s 
like to have a loved one living with 
symptoms of a mental health condi-
tion.

* * *

The Retail, Wholesale and Depart-
ment Store Union’s (RWDSU) newly 
unionized Guitar Center workers 
at four stores in New York, Chicago, 
Danvers (MA), and Las Vegas, unani-
mously ratifi ed their fi rst contract. 
Guitar Center, and the RWDSU, which 
represents retail workers in a vari-
ety of industries across the nation, 
reached agreement for contracts for 
over 100 of Guitar Center’s employ-
ees who work in the four stores. The 
contract was fi nalized as part of the 
global settlement agreement reached 
last month between the parties. Under 
the new contract, workers will receive 
guaranteed base wage increases over 
the three-year term of the contract and 
access to union-provided healthcare 
insurance. 

NY Yankees Girardi  partners to 
provide free kids’ summer meals 

Call 718.260.2555
..to sell your car in our 
CLASSIFIED SECTIONS 
& get...Real Results!
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The Bronx Times sang the praises 
of 25 unsung community leaders at 
its eighth annual 25 Bronx Infl uen-
tial Women Awards Ceremony on 
Wednesday, June 28 at Maestro’s Ca-
terers.

This year’s distinguished hon-
orees were Sara Bonizio; Sulma 
Arzu-Brown; Lorraine C. Corsa, 
Esq.; Carolina DiFuccia; Josephine 
Fanelli; Bernadette Ferrara; Lourdes 

Melendez-Gamez; Roberta Gjonaj; 
Kerry A. Lee; Melissa Libran; Ana 
Melendez; Carolyn Murphy; Mary 
H. Murray; Karen Rauhauser Nani; 
Yasmin Cruz-Otero; Milagros Baez 
O’Toole; Dana Carotenuto Rico; Ta-
mara Rivera; Frances Ann Rodri-
guez; Maria Rodriguez; Melissa Sal-
guero; Carolyn Luella Smith; Marlene 
Taylor; Evelyn Torres and Dr. Valerie 
M. Washington.  

Bronx Times Reporter Honors
25 Bronx Infl uential Women

of 
its
tia
We
ter

ore
Ar
Es
Fa

This year’s Bronx Times Reporter 
25 Infl uential Bronx Women hon-
orees. Photo by Silvio Pacifi co

Assemblyman Mark Gjonaj con-
gratulated his wife, Roberta on 
her nomination. 
 Photo by Silvio Pacifi co

(Back, l-r) Presentators Jennifer Goodstein, 
CNG president and publisher and Lisa Sorin, 
Westchester Square Business Improvement 
District executive director, honored (front, 
l-r) Carolina DiFuccia, Josephine Fanelli, 
Lorraine C. Corsa, Sulma Arzu-Brown and 
Sara Bonizio. Photo by Silvio Pacifi co

Jennifer Goodstein (back) congratulated 
honorees (front, l-r) Melissa Libran, Kerry 
A. Lee, Roberta Gjonaj, Lourdes Melendez-
Gamez and Bernadette Ferrara on their suc-
cess. Photo by Silvio Pacifi co

(Back, l-r) Presentators Jennifer Goodstein 
and Geri Sciortino, Bronx Design Group 
owner, gave fl owers and awards to (front, 
l-r) Yasmin Cruz-Otero, Karen Rauhauser 
Nani, Mary H. Murray, Carolyn Murphy and 
Ana Melendez. 
 Photo by Silvio Pacifi co

Jennifer Goodstein (back) with honorees 
(front, l-r) Maria Rodriguez, Frances Ann 
Rodriguez, Elizabeth Baez O’Toole and 
Dana Carotenuto Rico. 
 Photo by Silvio Pacifi co

(Back, l-r) Presentators (back) Lisa Sorin, 
Geri Sciortino, Ana Vincenty, Rosemary 
De Luca, Laura Guerriero and Elizabeth 
Figueroa with honorees (front, l-r) Dr. Val-
erie M. Washington, Evelyn Torres, Marlene 
Taylor, Carolyn Luella Smith and Melissa 
Salguero. Photo by Silvio Pacifi co

(Back, l-r) Event organizer Laura Guerriero 
with presentators Geri Sciortino, Rosemary 
De Luca, Ana Vincenty, Lisa Sorin and Eliza-
beth Figueroa. Photo by Silvio Pacifi co
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THE THROGGS

3602/3604 East Tremont Avenue  

Check Out These
Stores In The

Throggs Neck Mall!

TAILS ARE WAGGIN' AND PETS ARE BRAGGIN'

3604 A E.Tremont Ave.

347-680-5921 347-680-5929
ALL SERVICES BY APPOINTMENT ONLY

$300OFF
WITH COUPON ONLY

MAY & JUNE SPECIAL: DOOGIE SPA TREATMENT
POODLE, HAVANESE AND SCHNAUZER
INCLUDES BATH WITH OATMEAL SHAMPOO AND OATMEAL CONDITIONER

HAIR TRIM, NAILS CUT AND EARS CLEANED

$50Starting
At

A2z Construction Group
Inc.

347-287-1593

AMSTERDAM AIR COOLING

212-787-7700

   Commercial $ Residential

    upon request

NOW OPEN
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See what the Throggs Neck Mall is all about!
You can sit and dine in our cozy courtyard. NECK MALL

Offi ce/Retail Space Available in the Mall Call 917-232-2375

(2nd Floor) Suite 204

Lessons on all Instruments
Beginners & Intermediate

Repairs, Recordings, Video

Live Bands
Disc Jockeys Available
Call 646-261-0170
    or 646-331-9707
for free consultation or
www.justnutsmusic.net

Want to play an instrument?
Just Nuts Music School

THE STYLIST &
THE BARBER
The Throggs Neck Mall
3602 E. Tremont Avenue
Bronx, NY 10465

718-684-1191

Chair Rental
Looking for stylist, barbers and/or nail tech with a following

Laser Hair Removal 
IPL Facial 

Chemical Peel 
Balayage Brazilian Blowout 
Spring & Summer Special 

We specialize in:
Color Correction 
Hair Extensions 

Stylist: Jen  Barber: JayWOMEN MEN

718-684-1191

50% 
First Color 
ServiceOFF

Mention This Ad
And Receive

10% 

OFF

follow us on Instagram
and Facebook 

COMMING SOON-MICRO BLADING
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Action

Association

BY FRANK V. VERNUCCIO, JR.
For decades, those with 

little concept of the future 
economic, scientifi c and na-
tional security needs of the 
U.S. have questioned support 
for NASA. Now that it is clear 
that humanity may need the 
space agency to literally save 
it from extinction, perhaps 
some of those opponents of 
the space agency will reas-
sess their perpective.

Mariette Le Roux, writing 
for the Phys.Org site, notes 
that “Throughout its 4.5-bil-
lion-year history, Earth has 
been repeatedly pummeled by 
space rocks that have caused 
anything from an innocuous 
splash in the ocean to species 
annihilation. When the next 
big impact will be, nobody 
knows…‘Sooner or later we 
will get... a minor or major 
impact,’ Rolf Densing, who 
heads the European Space 
Operations Centre (ESOC) in 
Darmstadt, Germany [said.] 
…the risk that Earth will get 
hit in a devastating event one 
day is very high… the next 
impact could well ring in the 
end of human civilization.”

Max Wehner, writing for 
BGR, notes that even some-
thing less than an extinc-
tion-level event, such as that 

which wiped out the Dino-
saurs, would be catastrophic. 
“Asteroids are the most clear 
and present threat that our 
Solar System poses to us, 
and you only need to look at 
the scars on the Earth, our 
moon, and other planets in 
our neighborhood to see ex-
actly how real that danger 
is… a Queen’s University Bel-
fast researcher is warning 
that the Earth is defi nitely 
going to be hit, it’s just a mat-
ter of when.The expert, Alan 
Fitzsimmons, points out that 
an event similar to that of the 
1908 meteoroid explosion over 
the Tunguska region in Rus-
sia’s Siberia — which leveled 
a forest and damaged build-
ings but didn’t result in any 
human deaths — could hap-
pen again, and if it did hap-
pen over a major city, the re-
sults would be devastating.”

NASA has taken up the is-
sue. Its’ JPL division asked last 
October, “What would we do if 
we discovered a large asteroid 
on course to impact Earth?...” 
that was the high-consequence 
scenario discussed by attend-
ees at a NASA-FEMA tabletop 
exercise. The third in a series 
of exercises hosted jointly by 
NASA and FEMA -- the Fed-
eral Emergency Management 

Agency -- the simulation was 
designed to strengthen the 
collaboration between the two 
agencies, which have Admin-
istration direction to lead the 
U.S. response. “It’s not a mat-
ter of if -- but when -- we will 
deal with such a situation,” 
said Thomas Zurbuchen, As-
sociate Administrator for 
NASA’s Science Mission Di-
rectorate in Washington. “But 
unlike any other time in our 
history, we now have the abil-
ity to respond to an impact 
threat through continued ob-
servations, predictions, re-
sponse planning and mitiga-
tion.”

Now, NASA is attempting 
to take signifi cant steps to 
defend the planet from that 
very real threat, and is test-
ing means to protect Earth 
from an asteroid impact. A 
key early step is the Aster-
oid Impact and Defl ection As-
sessment (AIDA) mission. Ac-
cording to the space agency . 
“The Asteroid Impact and 

Defl ection Assessment  mis-
sion concept is an interna-
tional collaboration among 
the European Space Agency 
(ESA), NASA, Observatoire 
de la Côte d Ázur (OCA), and 
the Johns Hopkins Univer-
sity Applied Physics Labora-
tory (JHU/APL).

“AIDA will be the fi rst 
demonstration of the kinetic 
impact technique to change 
the motion of an asteroid in 
space. AIDA is a dual-mission 
concept, involving two inde-
pendent spacecraft – NASA’s 
Double Asteroid Redirection 
Test (DART), and ESA’s Aster-
oid Impact Mission (AIM). The 
DART mission is in Formula-
tion Phase A, led by JHU/APL 
and managed by the Plan-
etary Missions Program Of-
fi ce at Marshall Space Flight 
Center for NASA’s Planetary 
Defense Coordination Offi ce.  
AIM, managed by ESA’s Eu-
ropean Space Research and 
Technology Centre (ESTEC) 
is in Preliminary Defi nition 
Phase B1.

“AIDA’s primary objec-
tive is to demonstrate, and 
to measure the effects of, a 
kinetic impact on a small as-
teroid. Its target is the binary 
near-Earth asteroid (65803) 
Didymos, which consists of a 

primary body approximately 
800 meters across, and a sec-
ondary body (or “moonlet”) 
whose 150-meter size is more 
typical of the size of asteroids 
that could pose a more com-
mon hazard to Earth.

“The DART spacecraft will 
achieve the kinetic impact by 
deliberately crashing itself 
into the moonlet at a speed of 
approximately 6 km/s, with 
the aid of an onboard cam-
era and sophisticated auton-
omous navigation software. 
The collision will change the 
speed of the moonlet in its 
orbit around the main body 
by a fraction of one percent, 
enough to be measured us-
ing telescopes on Earth. By 
targeting the small moonlet 
in a binary system, the AIDA 
mission plan makes these 
precise measurements possi-
ble and ensures that there is 
no chance the impact could 
inadvertently create a haz-
ard to Earth.”

     In an effort to enhance 
NASA’s role and invigorate 
America’s bid to return to 
space leadership, President 
Trump issued an executive 
order on June 30 re-estab-
lishing the National Space 
Council, to be led by Vice 
President Mike Pence.

BY MICHAEL P. MCNERNEY
Tuesday before last, we as 

a proud nation once again cel-
ebrated our independence. On 
that same day, our residents 
demonstrated great pride not 
only in their nation, but in 
their community. Street park-
ing and driveways were fi lled 
with the vehicles of our neigh-
bors friends and family mem-
bers who had been invited for 
the day. American fl ags were 
displayed properly and re-
spectfully in front of a large 
portion of homes. The sound of 
laughter could be heard from 
many backyards and pools, 
and the smell of charcoal and 
grilled meat perfumed the air. 
It reminded me of how much 
people enjoy their homes in 
this community, and how 
proud they are to showcase 
them to their guests. It was a 
good day for Country Club. 

Yet, only a few miles away, 
here in our great Borough of 

the Bronx, the night ended in 
pure tragedy. NYPD police of-
fi cer Miosotis Familia, of the 
46th Precinct, was senselessly 
and brutally assassinated by 
a cop hating convicted felon, 
who’s name is not worth the 
ink on this paper. Another 
repeat offender who was al-
lowed to walk our streets, this 
time to commit a most heinous 
act. The police did their job in 
locking this dirtbag up multi-
ple times in the past, and yet 
the extremely liberal system 
we have here in New York has 
failed to enact severe enough 
penalties for repeat offenders, 
and any chance of actual reha-
bilitation they should receive 
in the prison system. 

As Bronxites we should 
hang our heads in shame. No, 
this did not happen in our spe-
cifi c neighborhood, but it did 
happen only several blocks 
from a university where many 
of our residents pursue higher 

education, and only several 
blocks from a community 
where many of our residents 
once lived, and still  do their 
weekend shopping for im-
ported goods. 

Police offi cer Familia not 
only worked in the Bronx, 
but lived in the Bronx. She 
was a Kingsbridge resident, 
licensed nurse, EMT, Amer-
ican Red Cross volunteer, 
mother of three now dis-
traught children, and an all 
around good person. She was 
worth more than to be mur-
dered on the streets of her 
own home borough. How-
ever, her killer did deserve 
the death he received at the 

hands of police only moments 
after fl eeing the scene. 

I have the great fortune of 
being able to travel both do-
mestically and internation-
ally. I have grown very an-
noyed of the sly remarks I 
receive when I tell people 
what borough I am from, and 
yet continually struggle to 
defend the reputation of my 
home, community, and over-
all name of the Bronx. As long 
as atrocities such as this con-
tinue to make national and 
international headlines, we 
as a borough will continue 
to struggle with the negative 
stereotype we have incurred, 
and in some ways deserved for 
many years. 

Rest in peace police offi cer 
Miosotis Familia! May God 
have mercy on your soul and 
welcome you into his kingdom 
of Heaven. May he watch over 
your children, and all law en-
forcement offi cers who risk 

their lives to protect us. 
Donations can be made to 

one of several organizations 
which can be found online. 
Proceeds will go to the benefi t 
of her three children. 

Please remember that there 
is no July or August meetings 
scheduled during our summer 
recess. The next general meet-
ing of our association will be 
on Wednesday, September 27, 
at 7:30 p.m. The meeting will 
be held at the Villa Maria 
Academy Cafeteria, which is 
located at 3335 Country Club 
Road. 

The association can be 
reached via mail at P.O. Box 
211, Bronx , NY 10465, and via 
telephone at (718) 823-1814. Fol-
low and like us on Facebook 
at WWW.FACEBOOK.CO/
COUNTRYCLUBCIVICAS-
SOC. Please remember, “Take 
pride in your community; 
your home extends beyond 
your property line!”

S SSHOP OUR CLASSIFIED 
PAGES EVERY WEEK AND 

SAVE MONEY
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(l-r) Daniel Bernstein, FRBID deputy executive director; Rhina Valentin, La 
Reina del Barrio Inc. founder and Wilma Alonso, FRBID executive director, 
distributed educational materials to guests. Photo by Miriam Quin

(l-r) ‘Top Gun’ fi ghter pilot performer Demi Fyrce, Daniel Bernstein, ven-
dor Charmaine Dacosta, Wilma Alonso and stilt walking sailor Dani Leigh 
welcomed everyone to Fordham Plaza. Photo by Miriam Quin

The Fordham Road Business Improvement District hosted a special 
screening of the classic 1986 fi lm ‘Top Gun’ starring Tom Cruise and Kelly 
McGillis on Friday, June 30 at Fordham Plaza.

FORDHAM BID SCREENS TOP GUN

(l-r) Business honoree Clarence Lildharrie, CATS, Inc. president; Leadership honoree Bronx Borough Patrol 
detective Kimberly Ford; Borough President Diaz and Community honoree Ravi Rampersaud, ACACIA Network 
program director. Photo courtesy of Bharati Kemraj

Borough President Ruben Diaz, Jr. and the Guyana Independence Committee co-hosted the second annual 
Bronx Guyana Day Celebration on Tuesday, June 20 at Melanie’s Restaurant. The celebration was held in honor 
of Guyana’s 51st anniversary of independence and to recognize the borough’s growing Guyanese population.

DIAZ SPONSORS GUYANA DAY CELEBRATION

Assemblywoman Joyner (front, 4th from l) with NY LEO students. 
 Photo courtesy of Assemblywoman Latoya Joyner’s Offi ce

Assemblywoman Latoya Joyner met with more than two dozen students and staff from the New York Legal 
Education Opportunity Program on Friday, June 30. The meeting gave students the unique opportunity to see 
fi rst-hand how a busy legislative offi ce provides a range of services to thousands of Bronx families. 

ASM. JOYNER HOSTS NY LEO STUDENTS

Just Nuts Party Band and Dennis Dion Nardone made everyone’s night at the recent Locust Point Dancing 
Under the Stars Concert.

LOCUST POINT UNDER THE STARS CONCERT

Dennis Dion Nardone (c) and Assemblyman Mark Gjonaj (r) enjoyed the concert’s barbecue. 
 Photo courtesy of Just Nuts Party Band
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Scores of police offi cers from NYC, 
state and around the world paid their 
respects to a fallen police offi cer killed 
in an unprovoked attack. Ten blocks of 
the Grand Concourse transformed into 
a sea of blue as police offi cers stood 
outside of World Changers Church to 
give a fi nal salute to slain police offi -
cer Miosotis Familia on the morning of 
Tuesday, July 11. Approximately 5,000 
mourners packed into the church to 
remember the fallen 46th Precinct po-
lice offi cer and offer their support to 
her grieving family and friends. Famil-
ia, a 12-year veteran, was fatally shot 
on Wednesday, July 5 while sitting in 
a marked NYPD command vehicle near 
the corner of Morris Avenue and East 
183rd Street in an unprovoked attack. 
She was promoted posthumously to 
detective fi rst-grade in honor of her 
service to the community.

(Insert) A painted portrait of late detec-
tive fi rst grade Familia was displayed 
outside of World Changers Church as her 
funeral Mass was being conducted. 
 Photo by Miriam Quin

(Top photo) East 184th Street and Grand 
Concourse was a sea of blue as police at-
tended the somber memorial service. 
 Photo by Miriam Quin

Top left column)City and state police of-
fi cers stood in solidarity as they gave a 
fi nal salute to 12-year veteran police of-
fi cer Familia outside of World Changers 
Church. Photo by Miriam Quin

(Top right column) Police offi cers Amauris 
Rodriguez (l) and Thomas Natoli (r) from 
the 43rd Precinct joined many law enforce-
ment offi cials in paying their respects to 
the late Familia. Photo by Miriam Quin

(Bottom left column)NYPD Highway Patrol 
police offi cers led the funeral procession 
on the Concourse. Photo by Miriam Quin

(Bottom right column) A police motorcade 
made its way down the thoroughfare as 
law enforcement offi cials watched. 
 Photo by Miriam Quin
(Bottom) The Grand Concourse was fi lled to 
the brim with police offi cers mourning the 
late Familia. Photo by Miriam Quin

LAW ENFORCEMENT LAW ENFORCEMENT 
REMEMBERS LATE REMEMBERS LATE 

POLICE OFFICER FAMILIAPOLICE OFFICER FAMILIA
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Just Nuts Party Band performed a crowd pleasing summertime concert on Wednesday, July 5 at Trump Golf Links.

JUST NUTS AT TRUMP GOLF LINKS

Trump Golf Links’ Brandon Torie (back, from l) celebrated with Throggs Neck residents. Photo by Silvio Pacifi co

St. Helena Church’s Rev. David Powers (l) met with carnival 
guests during the celebration. 
 Photo courtesy of St. Helena Church

Bronxites satisfi ed their cravings at the carnival’s many 
food vendors. Photo courtesy of St. Helena Church

St. Helena Church hosted its second annual Parish Carnival 
on Saturday, July 1 and Sunday, July 2 inside its parking lot. 
The annual festival featured carnival rides and games, raf-
fl es and a variety of traditional carnival and ethnic food.

ST. HELENA CHURCH’S 
PARISH CARNIVAL

Raisa Nin tied ballons onto the Ghost Bike, a memorial to her 
late son, Giovanni. Photo by Silvio Pacifi co

Transportation Alternatives Bronx Activist Committee host-
ed the second annual Memorial Ride for Giovanni Nin on Fri-
day, June 30 at East Tremont and Mayfl ower avenues. Nin’s 
family, TransAlt members and Councilman James Vacca 
offered heartfelt speeches prior to the race. Nin, 26, died 
last June after he was struck on East Tremont and Baisley 
avenues while attempting to cross mid-block from the west-
bound to the eastbound side of Tremont Avenue in the early 
morning hours.

TRANSALT HOSTS
RIDE FOR GIOVANNI NIN

Elected offi cials and staff helped Dr. Sumir Sahgal (front, 5th 
from r) cut the ribbon for the new Metro UrgiCare facility. 
 Photo by Silvio Pacifi co

Metro UrgiCare celebrated the grand opening of its newest 
Bronx location at 1434 Williamsbridge Road on Saturday, July 8.

METRO URGICARE
OPENS ON SQUARE

General manager Jose Rodriguez (l) and his staff (l-r) Mark 
Coste, Iliana Rivera and Elyssa Samale provided service with 
a smile. Photo by Silvio Pacifi co

Bronxites celebrating National Fried Chicken Day fl ocked to Pollo 
Campero at 2450 Grand Concourse for a three-day celebration 
from Wednesday, July 5 to Friday, July 7.

NATIONAL FRIED CHICKEN DAY
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New York Salutes America withNew York Salutes America with

                                              Fireworks ExtravaganzaFireworks ExtravaganzaThe Bronx was the fi rst in 
the nation to wish America 
a happy 241st birthday with 
its annual New York Salutes 
America Boardwalk Festival 
and Fireworks Extravaganza 
on Thursday, June 29 at Or-
chard Beach.

Co-hosted by Borough 
President Ruben Diaz, Jr. 
and Senator Jeff Klein, the 
Bronx’s offi cial launch to the 
year’s Independence Day cel-
ebrations featured the third 
annual ‘Bronx Empanada 
Eating Contest,’ live music 
performances and a spec-
tacular professional fi re-
works display at the Bronx 
Riviera.

Jiyzah Sanchez had the patriotic spirit! 
 Photo by Laura Stone

Assemblyman Marcos Crespo (back, c) 
and his family were excited to watch 
the fi reworks! Photo by Laura Stone

(l-r) Borough President Ruben Diaz, Jr.; Aleksander Nilaj, 
Albanian American Open Hands Association Inc. president 
and Senator Jeff Klein celebrated together. 
 Photo by Laura Stone

Bronxites of all ages enjoyed some wholesome fun 
in the sun at the Bronx Riviera. Photo by Laura Stone The Carl Brown Band gave an energetic concert 

performance. Photo by Laura Stone

This year’s sponsors included Assemblyman Michael Benedetto, Altice, Anheuser Busch, Bronx Tax Man, Con 
Edison, Empire City Casino, G.A.L. Manufacturing Corp, Manhattan Beer Distributors, Mercy College, Pas-
cap, Schuyler Funeral Home, Havana Cafe, Domino’s, Sabrett, PepsiCo, Radio 103.9, Snapple and Healthfi rst.
 Photo by Laura Stone
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THE NEW SOUND OF
BROOKLYN

The Community News Group is 
proud to introduce BROOKLYN 
PAPER RADIO. Join Brooklyn 
Paper Editor-in-Chief Vince 
DiMiceli and the New York Daily 
News’ Gersh Kuntz man every 
Tuesday at 2:00 for an hour of 
talk on topics Brooklynites hold 
dear.

Each show will feature in-
studio guests and call-out 
segments, and can be listened 
to live or played anytime at your 
convenience.

SPONSORED BY

GERSH KUNTZMANVINCE DIMICELI

WITH

JOSEPH 
LICHTER, 

D.D.S.

LISTEN EVERY TUESDAY AT 2:00PM ON  
BrooklynPaper.com/radio

• Do You Remember - Royal Arcanum.......................45

• Club Dennis Outdoor Concert/NYBG Programs...47

• Newsies At Williamsbridge Park Oval.......................47

• Bronx World Film Cycle/Young Dancemakers.......47

Flora Fantastica! at Wave Hill
Sat, July 22; Sunday July 

23: Family Art Project: Spray 
a Watercolor Garden: In con-
junction with the exhibition 
Flora Fantastica! in Glyndor 
Gallery, paint the colors of 
summer into a garden paint-
ing made without brushes, 
inspired by all the fl owering 
plants in the garden. 

Work with mists of water-
color in a painting outdoors, 
and combine it with color-
soaked, paper fl owers to cre-
ate your own blooming vi-
sion. 

Saturday, July 22; Sunday, 
July 23: Garden Highlights 
Walk: Join in for an hour-
long tour of seasonal garden 
highlights. 

Saturday, July 22: Family 
Gallery Tour: Explore art-
work on view in Glyndor Gal-
lery on a family-friendly tour 

with a Curatorial Fellow. 
Children ages six and older 
welcome with an adult. 

Saturday, July 22: Garden 
Walk: The Language of Flow-
ers: Walk the gardens with 
director of Public Programs 
Laurel Rimmer to decode 
hidden messages in herbs 
and fl owers according to the 
Victorian “Language of Flow-
ers.” 

Saturday, July 22: Tussie 
Mussie Demonstration: Drop 
by The Shop to see a fl orist 
create charming bouquets us-
ing fragrant herbs and fl ow-
ers. The demonstration will 
be followed by a walk high-
lighting the hidden symbol-
ism in garden fl owers. 

Saturday, July 22: Gallery 
Tour: Wave Hill’s Curatorial 
Fellow will lead a tour of the 
summer exhibitions in Glyn-

dor Gallery. Flora Fantas-
tica! shows the work of four 
artists. Nancy Blum, Amy 
Cheng and Elisabeth Condon 
each has an entire room for 
their paintings. Jill Parisi 
creates an installation for the 
entry foyer. In the Sunroom 
Project Space, Jan Mun com-
bines digital and living me-
dia to explore the movement 
of plant species and the im-
migrant experience, while a 
window installation by Da-
vid Rios Ferreira contains 
drawings and collages with 
cartoon-inspired characters, 
along with historical, cul-
tural and contemporary pop 
references. 

Sunday, July 23: Art Work-
shop: Drawing Flowers An In-
troduction to Botanical Illus-
tration: Observe and record 
the intricate details of Wave 

Hill’s summer fl ora with art-
ist and naturalist Gabriel 
Willow. Using pen and pen-
cil, practice accurate and sci-
entifi c depictions of buds and 
blooms. 

Sunday, July 23: Cooking 
Demo: Edible Flowers: Sam-
ple some delicious fl owery 
recipes with Chef Stephen 

Rosenberg of Great Perfor-
mances, then take a stroll 
with a horticultural inter-
preter to view gourmet blos-
soms in the garden. 

Wave Hill, public garden 
and cultural center, is located 
at 675 West 252nd Street.

For further information 
call (718) 549-3200 ext. 232.

Wave-Hill Family Art Project Spray a WatercolorGarden participant.    
                             Photo courtesy of Wave Hill 
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Come celebrate the 90th anniversary of 

St. Frances de Chantal 
with us at some of our special events:

— Carnival —
July 19-23, 2017

— Summer Dessert & Paint Night — 
August 12, 2017

— Zumba-thon — 
September 23, 2017

— Dinner Dance at the Marina del Rey — 
October 22, 2017

— Organ Concert of Dedication — 
October 29, 2017

For information on any of these events, please contact the rectory 
at 718-792-5500 or check our website www.sfdchantal.org

19 0 HOL LY WOOD AV E N U E ,  BRON X ,  N Y  10 4 65
SPACE DONATED BY SCHUYLERHILL FUNERAL HOME

The Williamsbridge Royal Arcanum Council

The Royal Arcanum is one of the many organizations from the last cen-
tury that sought to assist families in time of need.  

There was a time in Amer-
ica when big families and small 
paychecks were the norm.  The 
dream of “a chicken in every 
pot” was far from reality and 
life’s expectations were lim-
ited.  Burials in Potters Field 
abounded and for those who 
could scrape up enough money 
to bury their loved ones, there 
was often nothing left over for 
a memorial to mark the grave. 

These conditions gave rise 
to a plethora of fraternal orga-
nizations, each offering vari-
ous much-needed services to 
their membership.  Almost 
without exception, burial in-
surance was among their chief 
benefi ts.  With the advent of so-
cial services, most of these or-
ganizations have since died off 
but some still fl ourish.  

Among the latter is the 
Royal Arcanum which was es-
tablished in Massachusetts in 
1877 and has spread through-
out the land.  Many prominent 
Americas held membership 
in their ranks including some 
well-known Bronxites.  Con-
gressman Paul Fino and our 
fi rst borough president, Louis 
Haffen, are two names that 
come to mind. 

Ron Schliessman had given 
me a small brochure a few years 

ago that I just came across.  It’s 
call the “Bronx Council Ora-
tor” and it’s devoted to the in-
terests of Bronx Council Num-
ber 1416 of the Royal Arcanum.  
It’s dated June – July 1910 and 
perhaps that’s what makes it so 
interesting.  The council cov-
ered the Williamsbridge sec-
tion of our borough and lists 
some of the active members, 
their social endeavors, etc.   
Participation in their insur-
ance program, by the way, is 
listed as mandatory for mem-
bership and a chart listing the 
cost for various age groups is 
also in the brochure.  It indi-
cates, by the way, that age 55 is 
the limit for admission.  That 
was a very fair number as life 
expectancy for men in 1910 was 
only 49. At that time the total 
membership of the Royal Arca-
num was 246,328 and needless 
to say it is now in the millions.  

Whenever I get these old 
brochures, one of the fi rst 
things I do is check the adver-
tisements.  The Williamsbridge 
branch of the Northern Bank 

of New York was located at 3813 
White Plains Avenue and V. M. 
Salvator served as manager at 
the time.  R. Vogt dealt in beef, 
pork, lamb, veal, mutton, poul-
try, game, fi sh, fruits and veg-
etables and had his place of 
business at 3463 White Plains 
Avenue at 210th Street.  An-
drew Bickhardt ran his roof-
ing and heating business from 
3466 Webster Avenue.  His shop 
was nearby at 3540 Bronx Bou-
levard where he manufactured 
skylights and such.  

Frederick P. Ballard was 
the funeral director and em-
balmer during this era when 
wakes were generally held in 
the home of the deceased.  Bal-
lard also indicted that he had 
coaches to let in this horse and 
buggy era and he was located 
at 3706 White Plains Avenue 
at the corner of 216th Street.  
The Williamsbridge branch 
of the Bronx Borough Bank 
was located at White Plains 
Avenue and 218th Street and 
William S. Germain served 
at manager.  Edward Rafter 

indicated in his ad that the 
business was established in 
1863 and that he was an im-
porter and wholesaler of teas, 

coffees and fi ne groceries.  
He was located at 3777 White 
Plains Road (sic) at the corner 
of 219th Street.  

REPRINTED FROM 910/4/2012
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Club Dennis on the Radio will 
present a summer outdoor concert on 
Wednesday, July 26, 6:30 to 9:30 p.m., 
at the corner of Halstead and Harri-
sion Avenue in Harrison, NY.

Performing at the concert will be 
Tommy “Pipes” McDonnell, Cath-
erine Presti-Santaniello, Just Nuts 
Band, Bommerang Band, Anthony 
Cacciola, Christopher Ruggiero and 
Taylor Shapiro. 

for more information call (914) 670-
3035.

* * *

In partnership with the Mayor’s 
Offi ce of Media and Entertainment’s 
Broadway in the Boros series, ‘Dis-
ney’s Newsies: The Broadway Musi-
cal!’ will premiere the fi rst outdoor 
screening of the fi lm on Monday, July 
24, at Williamsbridge Park Oval, 3225 
Reservoir Oval E. 

The evening’s programming will 
begin at 7 p.m. with a special pre-
show performance by members of the 
Broadway cast of Newsies, followed 
by a fun, audience participation activ-
ity with the cast, featuring signature 
choreography from the show.  The 
screening begins at approximately 
8:30pm.  This event is family-friendly, 
free, and open to the public.

A rain date is set for Monday, July 
31, .  For more information, please 
visit the Mayor’s Offi ce of Media and 
Entertainment website.

Back for a second year, Broadway 
in the Boros is an initiative of the 
Mayor’s Offi ce of Media and Enter-
tainment to increase access to free 
Broadway entertainment for New 
Yorkers living in all fi ve boroughs. 
The family-friendly musical perfor-
mances are open to the public and 
take place throughout the summer in 
communities that historically have 
had little access to Broadway enter-
tainment.

Captured live at the Hollywood 
Pantages Theatre last year, the cin-
ema event features Jeremy Jordan, 
who currently stars in the television 
series “Supergirl,” reprising the role 
he created as “Jack Kelly.” Fathom 
Events partners with Disney Theatri-
cal Productions to bring this spectacu-
lar stage show back to the big screen.

Joining Jordan are original 
Broadway cast members Kara Lind-
say as “Katherine,” Ben Fankhauser 
as “Davey” and Andrew Keenan-
Bolger as “Crutchie,” and NEWSIES 
North American Tour stars Steve 
Blanchard as “Joseph Pulitzer,” 
Aisha de Haas as “Medda Larkin,” 
and Ethan Steiner as “Les.” Since 
opening on Broadway in 2011, NEWS-
IES has played 1,711 performances 
between Broadway and the North 
American tour, to more than 2.5 mil-

lion audience members in 65 cities 
across the country.

* * *

This August Bronx World Film 

Cycle, a trailblazing fi lm and arts 
event now in its seventh season, 
takes its world-class programming to 
Bronx parks for a free summer fi lm 
series under the stars.  

As the fl agship program of Bronx 
World Film, Incorporated, the Cycle 
has carved out a unique niche in New 
York City. It promotes a bold interna-
tional mix of cinema in a multiarts 
format, while serving as the pioneer 
platform for Central American fi lm 
and cultural expressions in the US. 

Showcased every December since 
2011 at its Manhattan home venue 
of La Nacional, or Spanish Benevo-
lent Society, the Cycle has developed 
a track record and a sterling reputa-
tion as an international arthouse fi lm 
presenter that will benefi t the work it 
carries out in its home borough of the 
Bronx.

The Cycle will take its pilot pro-
gram to fpir parks, offering a mar-
quée tailored to local communities 
(including works from Central Amer-
ica, the Caribbean, the Middle East 
and Africa). 

Highlights include Cupids, a short 
by Gilbert Mhanna from Lebanon 
premiered at Festival de Cannes 2016; 
and Sikame, a short by animation 
studio El Buen Árbol and world-re-
nowned urban artist El Chico de las 
Pinturas (Raúl Ruiz, from Granada, 
Spain), inspired by the music of New 
York-based Lara Bello. Both had their 
US premieres at the winter 2016 Cy-
cle. The program includes fi lms made 
in the Bronx of today and yesteryear.

Bronx World Film Cycle is the fl ag-
ship event of Bronx World Film, In-
corporated, a non-profi t organization 
founded in 2011 and dedicated to art-
house fi lm for integral human devel-
opment. The Cycle works under The 
Roving Cinémathèque Project to cre-
ate a network of alternate community 
cinema/arts spaces in The Bronx, 
includes a special event at Crotona 
Park with exhibits by local and guest 
artists in various disciplines.

* * *

The New York Botanical Gar-

den, Bronx River Parkway (Exit 7W) 
at Fordham Road, will present the fol-
lowing programs:

CHIHULY, through October 29: 
Artworks by world-renowned art-
ist Dale Chihuly will be on view at 
NYBG in his fi rst major garden ex-
hibition in New York in more than 
ten years. CHIHULY, presented by 
Bank of America, will showcase ap-
proximately 20 installations and in-
clude drawings and early works that 

reveal the evolution and development 
of Chihuly’s artistic process during 
his celebrated career. Set within NY-
BG’s landmark landscape and build-
ings, this sensory-fi lled exhibition is 
a must-see throughout the changing 
seasons from spring through fall.

 The garden’s dramatic vistas be-
come living canvases for work created 
specifi cally for NYBG, showcasing 
Chihuly’s signature organic shapes 
in brilliant colors. Among the singu-
lar sights, a new monumental work 
inspired by his storied 1975 Artpark 
installation will enliven the water 
features of the Native Plant Garden 
and the Enid A. Haupt Conservatory 
Courtyard’s Tropical Pool, refl ecting 
the interplay and movement of color 
and light.

Saturday, July 22 and Sunday, 
July 23; 10 a.m. to 5 p.m.: Short fi lms 
offer an intimate look at Dale Chihu-
ly’s creative process, revisiting ear-
lier themes and exploring new ideas 
that inspire the continued evolution 
of his work.

What in the World is a Herbar-
ium?, through October 29: With more 
than 7.8 million preserved speci-
mens, the William and Lynda Steere 
Herbarium is the largest herbarium 
in the Western Hemisphere. This ex-
hibition celebrates the Steere Her-
barium as the centerpiece of the Gar-
den’s botanical research program, 
and a priceless resource for scholars 
from around the world. Through this 
exhibition, learn how Garden scien-
tists are working to study and save 
the plants of the world.

 Nature’s Sculptures, Saturday, 
July 22 and Sunday, July 23; 10 a.m. to 
5:30 p.m.: Using Chihuly’s glass sculp-
tures as a foundation, kids will ex-
plore the shapes and colors of plants 
in the Garden. They will fi nd inspi-
ration in the vivid colors and pat-
terns of nature throughout the Gar-
den’s landscape, and craft a habitat to 
house their own air plant.

Dig! Plant! Grow! Pickle Me!, Sat-
urday, July 22 and  Sunday, July 23; 
1:30 to 5:30 p.m.: Go on a Pickle Pa-
rade throughout the Family Garden 
to learn more about the plants used 
for pickling. Learn what it takes to 
make a pickle, and make your own 
batch of “Fridge Pickles” to enjoy at 
home.

 Birds, Butterfl ies, and Dragonfl ies 
Tour, Saturday, July 22; 11 a.m.: Sum-
mer is the season to observe gorgeous 
butterfl ies, mischievous dragonfl ies 
and the birds of the cool forests. Ob-
serve summer’s greatest show of 
shows watching butterfl ies, dragon-
fl ies and birds at their best. Meet at 
the Refl ecting Pool at the Leon Levy 
Visitor Center.

Thain Family Forest Tour, Satur-
day, July 22; 12:30 p.m.: Experience 
the beauty of the Garden’s 50-acre 
Forest on this one-hour walking tour 
with a Tour Guide. You’ll learn facts 
about the trees, history, geology, and 
ecology of this original, uncut wood-
land. Meet at the Refl ecting Pool at 
the Leon Levy Visitor Center.

Native Plant Garden Tour, Satur-
day, July 22; 2:30 p.m.; Sunday, July 
23; 12:30 and 2:30 p.m.: The Native 
Plant Garden houses a diverse col-
lection of ferns, perennials, shrubs, 
and trees native to the northeastern 
United States. Join an NYBG Garden 
Guide for a tour through these re-cre-
ated habitats. Meet at the entrance of 
the Native Plant Garden.

 For more information, call (718) 
817-8700 or visit nybg.org.

* * *

Young Dancemakers Company 
is a unique summer ensemble of eth-
nically diverse New York City teens, 
creating and performing their origi-
nal choreography in free concerts at 
prominent theaters city-wide, July 
26 through August 5.  YDC will pres-
ent its 22nd season of topical, bold, 
and witty dances, created under the 
experienced eyes of founder and Bes-
sie-award winner Alice Teirstein and 
music director William Catanzaro.  
All performances end with the lively 
“Dance With Us,” in which audience 
members with dancing feet are in-
vited onto the stage to improvise with 
the dancers, accompanied by percus-
sionist Catanzaro.

The teens, who are selected annu-
ally through auditions in the NYC 
public high schools, have something 
to say through dance, and the per-
formances feature a refreshing vari-
ety of themes, dance styles, and mu-
sic choices.   Every year the ensemble 
also learns a dance by a noted chore-
ographer, and this year they will ap-
pear in an excerpt from Jose Limon’s 
“A Choreographic Offering,”  taught 
by Kristen Foote, a principal dancer 
with the Limon Dance Company.   
Past years have featured dances by 
Mark Morris, Limon, Merce Cun-
ningham, Robert Battle, Paul Taylor 
and others.   

The public performances are pre-
ceded by four weeks of the ensemble 
working together, collaborating, and 
creating the original choreography, 
mentored by Teirstein and Catan-
zaro, who helps the participants with 
their choices and use of music.  

The Bronx performance will be 
held on Wednesday July 26 at 2 p.m. 
at Fieldston School, 3901 Fieldston 
Road.

For more information visit www.
youngdancemakerscompany.org.

Club Dennis outdoor concert; Newsies at Williamsbridge 
Park  Oval; Bronx World Film Cycle; NYBG programs; 

Young Dancemakers Company free summer concerts
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The Boots to Business Reboot program is provided through the coordinated efforts of the SBA and the following valued partners: 

Note:  All SBA programs and services are extended to the public on 
a nondiscriminatory basis. Reasonable arrangements for persons 
with disabilities will be made if requested at least two weeks in 
advance.  Contact: the Boots to Business team at 202-205-8381 or 
email boots-to-business@sba.gov . 

 

OWNING A VETERAN-OWNED SMALL BUSINESS 
Veterans have the character, discipline and skills needed 
to succeed as small business owners and entrepreneurs. 
Wondering what it takes and how you can prepare? 
Enroll in Boots to Business Reboot. 
 
ABOUT BOOTS TO BUSINESS REBOOT 
Boots to Business Reboot is a two-step training program 
that provides participants an overview of business 
ownership as a career vocation, an outline and 
knowledge on the components of a business plan, a 
practical exercise in opportunity recognition, and an 
introduction to available public and private sector 
resources.  
 
Step one is the Introduction to Entrepreneurship course 
eligible to Veterans of all eras, service members 
(including members of the National Guard and Reserve) 
and their spouses. This course is instructed by SBA and 
its partners, who are skilled business advisors. 
 
Step two is the follow-on Foundations of 
Entrepreneurship course instructed by a consortium of 
professors and skilled business advisors from the SBA 
Network.  Please email boot-to-business@sba.gov if 
you’ve already attended Boots to Business and wish to 
sign-up. 

For More Information 
Email:  aamoroso@arsenalpartnership.com 
Call:  (518) 326-6328 
 
To register, go to:  
https://sbavets.force.com/ 
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BRIDAL FASHION
BRIDAL CENTER
7233 Amboy Road, Staten Island, (718) 227-8647
www.alwaysabridesmaidboutique.com

BRIDAL STYLES BOUTIQUE
905 Ave. U, Brooklyn, (718) 339–3222
www.bridalstylesboutique.com

MONEY SAVER SHOES INC.
Specializing Wide Widths, Dyeable & Evening Shoes
2098 Flatbush Ave., Brooklyn, (718) 258-0171

ULTIMATE FASHIONS
4255 Amboy Rd, SI, NY 10308  (718) 605-3274
316 Woodbridge Center Drive, Woodbridge, NJ 07095
(732) 750-1174, ultfash@optonline.net  
Staten Island Mall
Lower Level, Macy’s Wing Staten Island New York 10314 
(718) 370-2984, www.ultfash.com

TUXEDOS
TUXEDO WORLD OF STATEN ISLAND
2791 Richmond Ave #6, SI, NY 10314
(718) 698-4859, www.tuxedoworldsi.com

CATERING & VENUES
ADRIA HOTEL & CONFERENCE CENTER
221-17 Northern Boulevard, Bayside, NY 11361
(718) 631-5900, www.adriahotelny.com

ATLAS STEAKHOUSE
943 Coney Island Avenue, off  18th Ave., Brooklyn, NY
(646) 494-7227, www.AtlasSteak.com

BAY RIDGE MANOR
476 76th St., Brooklyn, (718) 748-8855
www.bayridgemanor.com

BAYSIDE HISTORICAL SOCIETY
208 Totten Ave - Fort Totten, Bayside, NY 11359, 
(718) 352-1548, www.baysidehistorical.org/rentals.html

BUCKLEY’S
2926 Ave. S, Brooklyn
(718) 998-4222, www.buckleyscaterers.com

DYKER BEACH GOLF COURSE
86th Street and 7th Avenue, Brooklyn, NY 11228
(718) 836–9722 x 1 or privateeventdirector@
dykerbeachgc
www.dykerbeachgc.com

EDIBLE ARRANGEMENTS
133-22 Springfi eld Blvd. (718) 528-3344
158-18 Cross Bay Blvd. (718) 848-3344
1357 Fulton St. (718) 622-3344
1557 Ralph Ave. (718) 451-3344
www.ediblearrangements.com/stores/StoreLocator.aspx

GLEN TERRACE
5313 Ave. N, Brooklyn (718) 252-4614

GRAND OAKS COUNTRY CLUB
200 Huguenot Ave., Staten Island
(718) 356–2771, www.grandoaksnyc.com

GRAND PROSPECT HALL
263 Prospect Ave., Brooklyn (718) 788-0777
www.grandprospecthall.com

GREENHOUSE CAFE
7717 Third Ave., Brooklyn (718) 833-8200
www.greenhousecafe.com

IL FORNETTO
2902 Emmons Ave. in Brooklyn, (718) 332-8494
www.ilFornettoRestaurant.com

KENNEDY’S BREEZY POINT
406 Bayside, Rockaway Point, NY 11697
(718) 945-0202, www.kennedysbreezypoint.com

MARBELLA RESTAURANT
220-33 Northern Blvd., Bayside, NY 11361
(718) 423-0100, www.marbella-restaurant.com

NICK’S LOBSTER HOUSE
2777 Flatbush Ave, Brooklyn, NY 11234, (718) 253-7117

PARADISE CATERING HALL
51 Avenue U, Brooklyn, NY 11223
(718) 372-4352, www.theparadisecateringhall.com

THE PEARL ROOM
8518 - 3rd Avenue, Brooklyn, NY 11209
(718) 833-6666, www.pearlroombklyn.com

PELHAM BAY & SPLIT ROCK GOLF COURSE
870 Shore Road, Bronx, NY 10464, (718) 885-1258 x224 or  
privateeventdirector@pelhamsplitrock
http://www.pelhamsplitrock.com

QUEENS BOTANICAL GARDEN
43-50 Main St, Flushing, NY 11355 (718) 886-3800 x201
www.queensbotanical.org/weddingsandevents

SCHNITZEL HAUS
7319 5th Avenue, Bay Ridge, NY 11029
(718) 836-5600, www.schnitzelhausny.com

SIRICO’S CATERERS
8015-23 13th Ave., Brooklyn, (718) 331-2900,
www.siricoscaterers.net

TERRACE ON THE PARK
52-11 111 Street, Flushing, NY 11368, (718) 592-5000,
www.terraceonthepark.com

THE VANDERBILT AT SOUTH BEACH
300 Father Capodanno Blvd., Staten Island
(718) 447-0800, www.vanderbiltsouthbeach.com

LODGING
ADRIA HOTEL AND CONFERENCE CENTER
221-17 Northern Boulevard, Bayside, NY 11361
www.adriahotelny.com, (800) 272-3742

ENTERTAINMENT
AMAZING BOTTLE DANCERS
(800) 716-0556, pasproductions@yahoo.com 
www.bottledancers.com

E-SQUARED PRODUCTIONS/
360 ENTERTAINMENT
4308 Richmond Ave. in Staten Island or 1665 Bath Ave. in 
Brooklyn, (718) 227–3235, www.e2dj.com

FAVORS & INVITATIONS
UNFORGETTABLE EVENTS
2049 Flatbush Ave in Brooklyn, (718) 377-4535,

FLORISTS
FLORAL FANTASY
3031 Quentin Rd. in Brooklyn, (718) 998-7060 or
(800) 566–8380, www.fl oralfantasyny.com

HENRY’S FLORIST
8103 Fifth Ave. in Brooklyn

(800) 543-6797 or (718) 238–3838, 
www.henrysfl oristweddingevents.com

MARINE FLORIST AND DECORATORS
1995 Flatbush Ave. in Brooklyn, 
(800) 447-6730 or (718) 338-3600, 
www.marinefl orists.com

JEWELRY
BENNY’S JEWELRY
89-02 165th Street, Suite B-1, Jamaica, NY 11432
(718) 526-4613, www.bennyny.com

BOBBY’S JEWELERS DIAMOND SPECIALIST
514 - 81 Street, Brooklyn, NY, 11209
(718) 745-1725

LIMOUSINE SERVICES
MILA LIMOUSINE CORPORATION
(718) 232-8973, www.milalimo.com

ROMANTIQUE/DOUBLE DIAMOND 
LIMOUSINES
1421-86 Street, Brooklyn (718) 351-7273
2041-Hylan Blvd., Staten island (718) 351-7273
www.rddlimos.com

SERGI’S PARTY LIMO
171-15A Northern Blvd, Queens, NY 11358
(718) 353-5466, (212) 682-4040, (516) 489-4040
Toll Free: (888) 546-6134, (888) limo-134
Fax: (718) 353-5499, info@sergislimo.com
www.sergislimo.com

VIP LIMOS SVC
(516) 488-LIMO(5466), www.viplimosvc.com

PHOTOGRAPHY & VIDEO
FANTASY PHOTOGRAPHY
3031 Quentin Rd., Brooklyn (718) 998-0949
www.fantasyphotographyandvideo.com

GLAMOUR ME PHOTO & VIDEO
104-12 111th St., South Richmond Hill, (888) 400-2738 or 
(718) 504–1970, www.glamourmestudio.com

ONE FINE DAY PHOTOGRAPHERS
459 Pacifi c St., Massapequa Park (516) 690–1320
www.onefi nedayphotographers.com

SALONS
AF BENNETT SALON
350 New Dorp Lane, Staten Island NY 10306
(718) 979-9000 www.afbennett.com

PILO ARTS SALON
8412 3 Ave, Brooklyn (718) 748–7411  www.piloarts.com

SERVICES
JOSEPH LICHTER, D.D.S.
1420 Ave. P in Brooklyn, (718) 339-7878,
www.josephlichterdds.com

OMNI DENTAL CARE
313 Kings Hwy. in Brooklyn, (718) 376-8656
www.omnidentalcare.com

THE VEIN CENTER OF THE VASCULAR 
INSTITUTE OF NY
Dr. Natalie Marks
960 - 50 Street, Brooklyn, NY 11219  (718) 438-0067
www.vascularnyc.com

TRAVEL
JO-LYN TRAVEL AGENCY
7505-15th Avenue, Brooklyn, NY 11219
(718) 232-3139, jolyntravel@aol.com

WEDDING EXPOS
BOSCO’S WEDDING EXPO
www.cl.boscoweddings.com

BRIDAL AFFAIR
(718) 317–9701, www.bridalaff air.com

GREAT BRIDAL EXTRAVAGANZA
North Babylon, NY 11703, 631-667-EXPO (3976)
www.greatbridalextravaganza.com

TO BE INCLUDED IN THIS DIRECTORY CALL (718) 260–2500
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Saturday, 
July 15 

12noon – 7pm 

Recreation Complex 
1500 Paerdegat Avenue, Brooklyn, NY

Come with your friends, come with your family and enjoy 

a relaxing day on the grounds of one of New York’s largest recreation centers.

Enjoy the best food, drinks & music from the Caribbean islands.

NYC
CARIBBEAN

Buy Tickets 
online at 

CaribFoodFest.net 
All adult tickets 

include 5 free food samples
(children under 12 free) 

Tickets $15 in advance

and $20 at the door
(Advance Tickets online until July 14th)

VIP Tickets available 
www.caribfoodfest.net

SPONSORS
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ANTIQUES & ESTATE BUYERS

ANTIQUE & ESTATE BUYERS
We buy anything old. One piece or house full. 

WILL TRAVEL. HOUSE CALLS.

ANTIQUE & ESTATE BUYERS
We buy anything old. One piece or house full. 

WILL TRAVEL. HOUSE CALLS.
WILL TRAVEL

ENTIRE
TRI-STATE!

FREE
Estimates!

We Pay $CASH$ For 
Paintings, Clocks, Watches, 
Estate Jewelry & Fine China, 

From Single Items 
to Entire Estates!
Coin & Stamp Collections

Costume Jewelry
Antique Furniture  Lamps
Bronzes  Paintings  Prints

Chinese & Japanese 
Artwork & Porcelain

Sports Collectibles 
Comic Books  Old Toys  Records
Cameras  Sterling Flatware Sets

HUMMELS & LLADROS

ANTIQUES & ESTATE BUYERS

TOP $ PAID
FOR JUDAICA
COLLECTIBLES

HOUSE
CALLS

MOVING orDOWNSIZING?CALL
US!

Top $ Paid
for Antique

Sterling!

Military
Collections

Wanted
Swords,
Knives,

Helmets, etc.

SEE OUR AD IN THE SUNDAY POST

WILL TRAVEL. WE MAKE HOUSE CALLS.
173 N. WELLWOOD AVENUE, LINDENHURST, N.Y.

SAME DAY  
SERVICE  

AVAILABLE

HOUSE 
CALLS

SERVING BRONX 
AND THE ENTIRE  
TRI-STATE AREA

516-974-6528516-974-6528
ASK FOR CHRISTOPHER
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TOP DRIVER DISTRACTIONS
ADVERTORIAL

Using mobile phones
Leading the list of the 

top distractions behind the 
wheel are mobile phones. 
Phones now do more than 
just place calls, and driv-
ers often cannot pull away 
from their phones, even 
when driving. According to 
the California Department 
of Motor Vehicles, studies 
have shown that driving 
performance is lowered 
and the level of distraction 
is higher for drivers who 
are heavily engaged in cell 

phone conversations. The 
use of a hands-free device 
does not lower distraction 
levels. The percentage of 
vehicle crashes and near-
crashes attributed to di-
aling is nearly identical 
to the number associated 
with talking or listening. 

Daydreaming
Many people will admit 

to daydreaming behind 
the wheel or looking at a 
person or object outside of 
the car  for too long. Per-

haps they’re checking out 
a house in a new neighbor-
hood or thought they saw 
someone they knew on the 
street corner. It can be easy 
to veer into the direction 
your eyes are focused, caus-
ing an accident. In addition 
to trying to stay focused on 
the road, some drivers pre-
fer the help of lane depar-
ture warning systems.

Eating
Those who haven’t quite 

mastered walking and 

chewing gum at the same 
time may want to avoid 
eating while driving. The 
majority of foods require a 
person’s hands to be taken 
off of the wheel and their 
eyes to be diverted from the 
road. Reaching in the back 
seat to share some French 
fries with the kids is also 
distracting. 

Try to eat meals before 
getting in the car. For 
those who must snack 
while en route, take a 
moment to pull over at 

a rest area and spend 10
minutes snacking there 
before resuming the
trip.

Reading
Glancing at an adver-

tisement, updating a Fa-
cebook status or reading
a book are all activities 
that should be avoided 
when driving. Even pour-
ing over a traffic map or 
consulting the digital 
display of a GPS system 
can be distracting.
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“If I get another shot, I’m going to take advantage 
of it. I’m just going to close it out and I’m ready 
for another shot at victory.”
TILQUAN RUCKER . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 65

WINSTON DINKINS 
PRESIDENT / HEAD COACH
Velocity Track Club New 

York had an awesome week-
end! We competed at 3 track & 
fi eld meets and had great suc-
cess!  On Thursday, July 6th, 
Brianna Burrell, Shyenne 
Blake & Hannah Gadpaille 
competed in the Tracktown 
USA Summer Series at Icahn 
Stadium (Randall’s Island) 
Tracktown USA, Inc. is a non-
profi t organization committed 
to setting a standard of excel-
lence in the sports of track and 
fi eld and running by hosting 
premier events, The organi-
zation is responsible for orga-
nizing the 2014 IAAF World 
Junior Championships and 
the 2015 USA Track & Field 
Outdoor Championships. Our 
athletes qualifi ed to compete 
at this meet at the USATF New 
York Championship.  At the 
Tracktown meet, which was 
air on ESPN, Brianna took 1st, 
Shyenne 2nd and Hannah 7th, 
earning medals in front of a 
pack stadium. They also had 
the opportunity to meet Olym-
pians, such as Allyson Felix, 
one of the most decorated US 
women in Olympic track & 
fi eld history!  

On Saturday, July 8th, we 
had 10 athletes compete in the 
28th Annual Johnson & John-
son HONOR Meet at Somer-
ville HS Track, Somerville 
NJ.  This was a well organized 
meet with good competition 
and free!!! Lovely trophies 
were given to the top 3 athletes 
in their event and medals to 
all 6 years old & under athletes 
in the 50 meter dash. The fol-
lowing events were contested: 
4x100, 1500m, 100m, 50m, 
800m, 200m, long jump, triple 
jump and 4x400 meter relay. 
The following athletes earned 
trophies: Saniah Caldwell won 
two trophies for the 200 & 400 
meters races.  Hannah Defl ori-
monte won two trophies for the 
400 & 800 meters races. Darius 
Gordon also won two trophies, 
for the 400 & 800 meters race.  

Velocity 
Track Club 
New York
highlights

BY TROY MAURIELLO
Located in one of the most 

diverse areas in the world, 
Fordham women’s basket-
ball head coach Stephanie 
Gaitley has always taken 
pride in her team being a 
refl ection of its surround-
ing environment.

This past season, fi ve 
of the 13 players on the 
Lady Rams roster came 
from overseas, with three 
of them hailing from New 
Zealand and a pair coming 
from Latvia.

And naturally, along 
with that international 
fl air comes players making 
waves for their respective 
national teams each sum-
mer. That has once again 
been the case for a quar-

tet of Lady Rams over the 
past few months, as Kate 
Kreslina, Zara Jillings, Jo-
hanna Klug and Kendell 
Heremaia each have made 
appearances overseas this 
summer.

For Gaitley, who has 
worked with the United 
States National Team and 
coached a plethora of inter-
national players in her fi ve 
years at Fordham, recruits 
who plan on playing for 
their national team add an 
extra layer of intrigue and 
promise.

“I think our goal always 
is to get kids that are high 
achievers, I mean I’ve al-
ways respected the kids 
that want to play for their 
national team,” she said. “I 

know how important it is to 
represent your country, and 
how kids feel about that. So 
I always encourage that.”

Judging from those 
words, Gaitley should have 
plenty to encourage this 
summer, beginning with 
Kreslina, who recently rep-
resented her home country 
of Latvia in the 2017 FIBA 
Women’s Eurobasket tour-
nament.

Getting one start and ap-
pearing in six of Latvia’s 
seven games throughout 
the tournament, Kreslina 
helped lead Latvia to an ap-
pearance in the quarterfi -
nals. The experience should 
only help the redshirt soph-
omore’s progression after 
she started 29 games and 

was named to the Atlan-
tic-10 All-Rookie Team as a 
redshirt freshman last sea-
son after sitting out all of 
2015-16 with a torn ACL.

It’s been an up-and-down 
road for Kreslina, but her 
arrival at Fordham oc-
curred almost completely 
by chance. 

“Kate is someone that I 
found when I went over to 
Latvia to see a kid we had 
already signed, Asnante 
[Fomina]. When I went 
over there to see her, I saw 
Kate,” Gaitley said. “And 
I saw somebody who had 
great talent and ability.”

Jillings will also have 
the chance to make an in-
ternational impact when 

FORDHAM FORDHAM 
WOMEN’S WOMEN’S 
HOOPS HOOPS 
FINDING FINDING 
SUCCESS SUCCESS 
ACROSSACROSS
THE GLOBETHE GLOBE

Incoming Fordham freshman Kendell Heremaia played an integral part on a team that won New Zealand’s Women’s U-19 National Championship in 
June. Fordham Athletics

Continued on Page 65 Continued on Page 64
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she competes with New Zealand 
next month in the FIBA Women’s 
Asian Cup. She will be the young-
est member of the New Zealand 
squad, which can qualify for next 
years FIBA Women’s World Cup 
with a solid fi nish.

But Jillings wasn’t the only in-
coming Fordham freshman to make 
waves in her home country of New 
Zealand, as Heremaia played an in-
tegral part on a team that won New 
Zealand’s Women’s U-19 National 
Championship in June.

Interestingly, Gaitley and her 
coaching staff also discovered Her-
emaia almost by chance. Gaitley 
had been in New Zealand to see 
Jillings play, but instead also dis-
covered Heremaia, a second New 
Zealand recruit that she was inter-
ested in adding.

After her international success, 
the expectations for Heremaia will 
certainly be high heading in to 
her freshman season. Neverthe-
less, Gaitley feels as though she is 
poised for a solid international ca-
reer as well.

“I think for her to dress with 
her national team, she going to 
continue to improve on her perim-
eter skills, which are really, really 
solid,” Gaitley said on Heremaia. 
“And she’ll be someone who will 
really down the line help her na-
tional team.”

And fi nally, Klug was recently 
selected to participate on the Ger-
man Under-20 team during the 
FIBA U20 European Champion-
ships in July, only adding to Ford-
ham’s international presence this 
summer.

This international success is re-
ally nothing new for Gaitley and 
the Fordham program. Her Associ-
ate Head Coach, Angelika Szumilo, 
and Assistant Coach, Valerie Nain-
ima, each have experience over-
seas, and can provide a level of 
comfort for overseas players that 
other programs just cannot match.

“I think part of the draw is that 
they are comfortable with playing 
for people that have coached inter-
national players before and under-
stand what kids are going through, 
not just with their basketball devel-
opment but with being away from 
home,” Gaitley said.

And don’t expect any of this in-
ternational prowess to slow down 
any time soon, as word of Fordham’s 
success with overseas recruits reg-
ularly gets passed around all over 
the world, according to Gaitley.

“When these kids visit, they 
tell other kids that are currently 
on their [national] team, and they 
see that they’re learning a lot and 
they’re growing,” she said. “By vir-
tue of just having some people who 
they know already, you’re going 
to get some kids because there’s a 
comfort level.”

Fordham women’s hoops fi nding success across the globe

Rams freshman Zara Jillings will be the youngest player on the roster when she compets for New Zealand in the FIBA Women’s Asian Cup 
next month. Fordham Athletics

from Page 63
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Great job to all that partici-
pated!   

On Friday July 7th – Sun-
day, July 9th, we had 8 athletes 
travel to Fitchburg State Uni-
versity, Fitchburg MA for the 
2017 USATF Region 1 Junior 
Olympic Track & Field Cham-
pionships and National Junior 
Olympics qualifi er, which will 
be held Lawrence KS.  Region 
1 consists of Adirondack, Con-
necticut, Long Island, Maine, 
New York and New England.  
Most of the best athletes from 
throughout the Region were in 
attendance for an opportunity 
to advance. 

In all Individual events, the 
top 5 fi nishers in each event 
may advance to the National 
Championships.  We were 
blessed with 6 athletes advanc-
ing to National Championship 
and earning Lovely USATF 
medals. In the 8 & under girls 
division, Brianna Burrell took 
1st in the 100m, 200m & long 
jump.  Shyenne Blake took 2nd 
in the long jump & 200 meters 
and 3rd in the 100 meters.  In 
the girls’ 9 & 10 years old di-
vision, Dakota Hickman took 

2nd in the high jump, 3rd in 
the 200 meters and 4th in the 
100 meters. Kimaris Hick-
man took 4th in the 400 meters 
race. In the 11 & 12 years old 
division, Olyvia Burrell took 
1st in the 200 meters and long 
jump. In the 13 & 14 years di-
vision, Hannah Gadpaille took 
3rd in the 200 meters & 400 me-
ters and 4th in the 100 meters 
race.  Great job to all athletes 
that competed, especially Ay-
sya Brown who ran her per-
sonal best 11 & 12 years divi-
sion 3000 meter race. 

Our next meet is on Sun-
day, July 16th the Jersey City 
Recreation Youth Invitational 
at Lincoln Park in Jersey City, 
NJ. 

Velocity Track Club New 
York is a 501C3 Non for profi t.  
100% of your donation will go 
towards 

helping our children. Sup-
port your youth, so they can 
continue to do great things! 
For additional information, 
you can go to our web site Ve-
locitytrack.org or contact me, 
Coach Winston Dinkins

 at 914-441-6196 or email me 
at watclt@aol.com.    

from Page 63

Velocity Track Club 
New York highlights

VTC athletes

BY LAURA AMATO
Tilquan Rucker walked off 

the court in March trying to 
fi gure out what went wrong. 

The South Bronx Prep bas-
ketball star couldn’t quite pin-
point the rush of emotions he 
was feeling – frustration, dis-
appointment, dejection – com-
ing up short of his city cham-
pionship goal as the Cougars 
fell to Fannie Lou Hamer in the 
PSAL title game. 

Rucker has spent the last 
few months trying to fi nd an-
swers to his questions, trying 
to determine what exactly hap-
pened on the court and, more 
importantly, what he could to 
make sure that it never hap-
pened again. He wasn’t sur-
prised to fi nd that the best way 
to fi gure it all out was rela-
tively simple – just get back on 
the court. 

“Since we lost in the champi-
onship, it just put me on another 
path,” Rucker said. “I want to go 
even harder, even more. I know 
even though I had a great sea-
son, we still fell short and I def-
initely blame myself for that. I 
should have played a little bit 

harder, the way I normally, 
but I know I’m going to get an-
other opportunity like that.”
Rucker, who was named this 
year’s PSAL Wingate Award 
winner in boy’s basketball, has 

racked up hours in the gym, 
looking to improve his game 
and, most importantly, draw 
the attention of college pro-
grams the country. 

Of course, he did a bit of 

that during the season as well. 
Rucker averaged a triple-double 
in his fi nal high-school season 
and holds program records for 
all-time points and assists. His 
37.44 points and 10.83 per game 
during the regular season led 
the PSAL and put him among 
the top fi ve in the country. 
Now, Rucker is hoping his 
hard work will pay off. 

“I’ve gotten interest from 
JUCO schools, a couple of dif-
ferent programs. Division II 
and low Division I,” he said. 
“I’m just preparing for what-
ever one fi ts the best for me. 
I’m ready for the opportu-
nity.”

Rucker hasn’t slowed down 
since the offers started rolling 
in, anxious to play as much 
as he possibly can in the next 
couple of weeks. In fact, it’s 
diffi cult to get him out of the 
gym at this point. 

“I’m just going to work. 
There’s not really anything to 
it. It’s four to fi ve hours a day,” 
Rucker said. “It’s summer ball 
now and coaches hit me up to 
play with this team or in this 
other game and I don’t really 

get as much time I want to. 
I could be in the gym longer 
than that.”

His schedule might be 
packed, but Rucker knows the 
interest is just a sign of how 
far he’s come as a player. It’s 
a compliment and a testament 
to how hard he’s worked in the 
last few years. 

“It shows the progress 
that’s happened,” Rucker said. 
“Years ago, it was never like 
that. So I kind of pat myself on 
my shoulder for that one.”

Rucker’s doing his best 
to take everything in stride, 
playing as much as he can and 
staying focused on the goal 
– a new team and a new chal-
lenge. His high school career 
didn’t end the way he wanted, 
but as far as Rucker is con-
cerned, he’s learned his lesson 
and, now, he’s got his sights 
set on a run at another cham-
pionship, no matter where he 
ends up. 

“If I get another shot, I’m 
going to take advantage of it,” 
Rucker said. “I’m just going to 
close it out and I’m ready for 
another shot at victory.”

Seizing the moment: South Bronx star back on track

South Bronx Prep star Tilquan Rucker (center) led the PSAL in scoring 
this seaosn and, now, he’s hoping he can translate that success to a col-
lege offer. Photo by Robert Cole
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TM Select travel baseball team 
captured their 3rd tournament 
since the hiring of celebrated man-
ager Joe Werner in the Summer of 
2016. Werner won the city champi-
onship as the manager of St. Ray’s 
in 1987. He now coaches with one 
of his pitchers from that ‘87 team, 
Coach Joey Giardino, who is also 
the director of Player Recruitment 
for Hanks Yanks, his son Nino Gi-
ardino and Nelson Rodriguez. 

In fall 2017, they will be wearing 
the pinstripes for Hanks Yanks. In 
the 1st game of the tournament, 
TM got clobbered by Yorktown 
8-2. After the game, in which TM 
struck out 7 times and only had 4 
hits, Coach Joey Giardino stressed 
the importance of changing their 
2 strike approach.

Shortening up their swings 
helped TM get back on track in 
Game 2. Giardino said,” I’m very 
proud of the adjustments our boys 
made. Like our parent coordina-
tor Liz Figueroa told them before 
the game, this is a chess match. 
They put the ball in play and hit 4 
home runs by accident.” TM won 
their 2nd game of pool play by the 
score of 7-6 over Cortland behind 
a gutty performance from Ahmed 
Brown (5 1/3 IP, 5 K, 3 ER). Johnny 
Robles, Ahmed Brown, Ronald 

Pena and An-
drew Ortiz all 

homered. Aiden Coughlan (3-3, 2 
runs, RBI, 2B) paced the offense. 
Johnny Robles threw 8 pitches to 
record the save. TM clinched the 
#3 seed and had to play the same 
Cortland team in the semifinals. 
Select beat them 10-5 behind the 
sticks of Joey Gorgoglione (2-3, 
HR, 4 RBI) and Andrew Ortiz (2-

3, 2 RBI). Andrew Ortiz recorded 
the W in relief (2 IP, 2 K). Joseph 
Marano was instrumental in both 
wins with his scrappy style of play 
on defense. On one play he gunned 
a out the potential tying run at the 
plate from LF and on another he 
made a fully extended dive at 2B to 
leading to a double play that ended 
a late game rally. Joseph Torres 
lived up to his nickname of Tank 

behind the plate.
In the championship, TM faced 

the same Yorktown team they got 
clobbered by in the 1st game. The 
game was tied at two with TM Se-
lect 12U batting in the top of the 
fourth, when Ronald Pena had a 
10 pitch at bat that led to a walk. 
Johnny “The Jet” Robles knocked 
him over to 3rd with a laser beam 
double. Jeff Padilla gave TM the 
lead with a perfectly executed 
ground ball to 2B. For added in-
surance, Andrew Ortiz doubled to 
RF, stole 3B and scored the 5th run 
on an overthrow to 3B.

Jonathan earned the win and 
MVP for TM Select. He went six 
innings, allowing one run, three 
hits, and striking out 10. Robles, 
Andrew Ortiz, Jeff Padilla and Jo-
seph “Tank” Torres all had one hit 
to lead the squad. TM Select 12U 
didn’t commit a single error in the 
field. Torres had nine chances in 
the field, the most on the team.

Coach Werner in his 40th year 
of coaching, said, “Most impor-
tant aspect of this team win-
ning the chip was their charac-
ter. Their ability to stay together 
when they are struggling is huge. 
Then, when they smell the chip, 
they are at their best.” Wise words 
by a wise coach.

TM Select travel baseball winnning highlights
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elderly mother.
“She was their caregiver, their sole 

support,” Monahan said. “She was the 
one they depended on for everything 
and she was taken away solely because 
she was a cop.”

Family was unable to attend the 
event as they were busy with funeral 
arrangements. 

Viewing hours were held Monday, 
July 10 at World Changers Church on 
Grand Concourse, with a funeral Mass 
held the next morning. 

The group kicked off the fundraiser 
with a $100,000 donation. 

Funds will go to the family’s imme-
diate housing needs. 

The remainder will be put in a trust 
for her three children. 

Foundation launches Familia family fundraiser
From page 1 Donations can be made online at 

the foundation’s website, www.Tun-
nel2towers.org.

Bonds was treated at St. Barnabas 
Hospital just days prior to the shoot-
ing. 

He shot Familia while she and her 
partner were sitting in a mobile com-
mand unit in Fordham Heights.

On Thursday, July 6, Governor 
Cuomo announced a review of Bond’s 
treatment prior to the shooting by the 
NYS Department of Health and Offi ce 
of Mental Health to determine whether 
all relevant policies, procedures and 
safeguards were taken by the hospi-
tal.

Bonds, 34, a convicted felon with a 
lengthy rap sheet, had been prescribed 
anti-depressants by the hospital before 
being released. 

Hospital offi cials and NYPD inves-
tigators disagree on how long Bonds 
was admitted. 

The deceased gunman’s girlfriends 
said she had tried in vain to keep him 
at the hospital after he made comments 
saying he wanted to kill people.

St. Barnabas spokesman How-
ard Metzer said the hospital followed 
proper procedures in dealing with 
Bonds.

“We believe all mental health pro-
cedures and safeguards were properly 
followed in the hospital’s evaluation of 
Mr. Bonds during the seven to eight-
hour period he was observed in our 
emergency room on July 1,” Metzer 
said. “We welcome any investigation 
and will fully cooperate.”

NYPD police offi cer Miosotis Familia was laid 
to rest Tuesday, July 11 after being gunned 
down in Fordham Heights on July 5. A na-
tional charity is now raising funds for her 
three children. Courtesy of the NYPD

Scores of law enforcement offi cials lined the Grand Concourse to view detective fi rst-grade 
Familia’s funeral procession on Tuesday. Photo by Miriam Quin

where it gets affordable to live. And 
you can move to the Bronx where it is 
very close to where they work and pay 

less than they would in areas of Brook-
lyn and Queens”  Historically, there has 
been a lot of land in the Bronx owned by 
the city, Cohen said. 

The NYC Housing Preservation and 

Bronx boom’s very real; attractive 
rents, location entice developers

From page 1

(Right) Major developments like the La Cen-
tral project planned for Melrose are part of 
a new wave of projects that local developers 
say marks a change in the way the Bronx is 
viewed.

Development worked to convert much of 
that land to affordable housing, he said. 

Cohen’s La Central project in Mel-
rose mixes market rate and affordable 
units, as well as retail and public com-
munity spaces. 

“Right now what you see in Bronx, 
especially the south Bronx, is that the 
city has created a market for affordable 
housing, so from a private perspective it 
is diffi cult to get  banks to invest in mar-
ket rate, especially in the south Bronx,” 
he said.  

As for changing the perception of the 
Bronx as a dangerous, poverty-stricken 
area, panelist said there was still work 
to do, but the future looked promising.

“When you see developers coming 
into a borough from Manhattan who 
never would have come in fi ve or ten 
years ago, that tells you we’ve crossed a 
line,” Leibler said. “There is an excite-
ment.”

When you see 
developers coming 
into a borough from 

Manhattan who never 
would have come in fi ve 

or ten years ago, that 
tells you we’ve crossed 

a line.
Guy Leibler
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