
BY ARTHUR CUSANO
The Bronx is reeling from the 

sudden and completely unpro-
voked murder of a veteran NYPD 
offi cer from the 46th Precinct on-
Independence Day. 

Police offi cer Miosotis Familia 
was shot Wdnesday, July 5, while 
sitting in a marked NYPD com-
mand vehicle near the corner of 
Morris Avenue and East 183rd 
Street in the Bronx around 12:30 
a.m., according to police. 

Familia, a 12-year NYPD vet-
eran, was taken to St. Barnabas 

Hospital where she was later pro-
nounced dead.

“Based on what we know right 
now, it is clear this was an unpro-
voked attack on police offi cers who 
were assigned to keep the people of 
this great city safe,” NYPD Police 
Commissioner O’Neal told report-
ers at an impromptu press confer-
ence outside St. Barnabas.

NYPD Police Benevolent As-
sociation president Patrick Lynch 
called the shooting nothing less 
than an assassination.

BY ARTHUR CUSANO
The management and staff of 

Bronx Lebanon Hospital on Grand 
Concourse is working to turn the 
page after a Friday, June 30 shooting 
that left a young doctor dead and six 
others injured.

The shooting occurred at around 
2:50 p.m. Friday when Dr. Henry 
Bello, a Bronx resident, opened fi re 
at the hospital and set fi res before fa-
tally shooting himself. 

The 45-year-old doctor had re-
signed from the hospital two years 

ago when he was told he would be 
fi red due to complaints including 
sexual harassment. 

Bello targeted doctors he had 
worked with, according to published 
reports.

Killed in the attack was 32-year-
old Dr. Tracy Sin-Yee Tam of 
Queens. 

Tam had been fi lling in for an-
other doctor’s shift when the attack 
occurred. 

Two victims remain in critical 

BY ARTHUR CUSANO
A controversial senior hous-

ing project planned for Wood-
lawn has been downscaled by the 
developer after vocal opposition 
from residents.

The developer, Brooklyn-
based Woodlawn Affi liates LLC, 
has reduced the scale of the proj-
ect planned for 69-85 E. 233rd 
Street from 92 to 80 units. 

The apartment makeup was 
also changed, from 92 studio 
apartments to a mix of 42 studio 
and 38 one-bedroom apartments.

Members of the Woodlawn 
Taxpayers & Community As-
sociation were informed of the 
change by staffers from Senator 
Jeff Klein’s offi ce, said associa-
tion president Kenneth Nugent. 

Klein and Assemblyman Jef-
frey Dinowitz have both called on 
the developer to make the project 
a bitter fi t for the community.

“I have always supported se-
nior housing, but we must ensure 
that any proposed development 
in Woodlawn meets the needs 
and desires of the seniors in the 
community such a project is de-
signed to serve,” Klein said. 

Dinowitz said he was pleased 
the developer was taking input 
off the community and elected of-
fi cials, but said they have to make 
additional changes.

“There still aren’t nearly 
enough apartments for people 
with higher incomes than what 
was originally proposed, and 
there are still too many studios 
and not enough one-bedrooms,” 
Dinowitz said. 

Woodlawn Affi liates LLC 
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Bronx Salutes America
The Bronx was the fi rst in the nation to wish America a happy 241st birth-
day at the time honored New York Salutes America Boardwalk Festival 
and Fire Extravaganza on Thursday, June 29 at Orchard Beach. Bronxites 
viewed the spectacular fi reworks display from the Bronx Riviera’s sandy 
shores. See more photos in next week’s edition.              Photo by Laura Stone

Former staffer kills 
docter, self; injures 6

BX-LEBANON 
SHOOTING

Shock, grief over police 
offi cer’s ‘assassination’
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BY PATRICK ROCCHIO
The Bronx Times Reporter 

played host to the news organiza-
tion’s eighth annual 25 Bronx In-
fl uential Women awards event.

At this year’s awards gala, at 
Maestro’s Caterers on Wednesday, 
June 29, women who have made a 
volunteer commitment to making 
the borough a better place were 
honored and given a chance to 
shine in the spotlight and speak 
about their accomplishments. 

The event started with a dinner 
that was immediately followed by 
opening remarks from Mistress of 
Ceremonies Jennifer Goodstein, 
Community News Group president 
and publisher, who is co-owner of 
the Bronx Times and CNG with 
Les Goodstein, the CEO. 

Jennifer Goodstein said that 
the women being honored were a 
dynamic Bronx resource who were 
nominated by an independent 
panel. 

“Their stories are truly inspir-
ing,” she said of the women. 

She offered thanks to the New 
York Yankees, the event’s sponsor. 

After Goodstein and Bronx 

Times publisher Laura Guerri-
ero made their remarks, welcom-
ing the honorees and their entou-
rages of well wishers, the keynote 
speaker, Civil Court Judge Bahaati 
Pitt, addressed the room. 

Pitt referred to a popular quo-
tation about how women multiply 

and enlarge whatever is given to 
them. 

Pitt said that the event was one 
that brings together two things 
she strongly identifi es with per-
sonally: being a woman and being 
a Bronxite. 

This year’s honorees were: 
Sara Bonizio, Metro Optics; Selma 
Arzu-Brown, Boogie Down Grind 
Café; Lorriane Corsa, attorney-
at-law and The Columbian Law-
yers; Carolina Di Fuccia, G&R 
Deli owner and Our Lady of 
Mount Carmel volunteer; Jose-
phine Fanelli, St. Theresa School, 
principal and Forum of Italian 
American Educators president; 
Bernadette Ferrara, Van Nest 
Neighborhood Alliance president. 
Lourdes Melendez-Gamez, Con-
fetti Kids owner; Roberta Gjonaj, 
school nurse/ Registered Nurse; 
Kerry Lee, Montefi ore; Melissa 
Libran, Windows of Hip Hop; Ana 
Melendez, Nos Quedamos; Caro-
lyn Murphy, Country Bank; Mary 
Murray, National Council of Negro 
Women; Karen Raushauser Nani, 
the Island Current newspaper; Yas-
min Cruz-Otero, Image Market-

ing; Milagros Baez O’Toole, Aca-
cia Network and Bronx Lebanon; 
Dana Carotenuto Rico, Senator 
Jeff Klein’s chief of staff; Tamara 
Rivera, New York District Coun-
cil of Carpenters Council; Frances 
Ann Rodriquez, Roberto Clemente 
State Park; Maria Rodriguez, Ar-
gus Community, Inc.; Melissa Sal-

guero, P.S. 48/Joseph R. Drake El-
ementary School; Carolyn Luella 
Smith, BronxNet; Marlene Taylor, 
Montefi ore; Evelyn Torres, Foxy 
Family and Dr. Valerie Washing-
ton, Bronx Children’s Museum. 

Nani, who is a volunteer news-
paper editor at the Island Current, 
used her time at podium urging the 
audience to support community 
newspapers.  

Dana Carotenuto Rico said she 
grew up in Throggs Neck and felt 
especially honored to be recog-
nized by her community paper. 

An ovation was given to Murray, 
who at nearly 80, still takes three 
buses to a job in the court system 
she has held for fi ve decades. 

The selection committee was 
Rosemary DeLuca of the Wildlife 
Conservation Society; Anna Vin-
centy, formerly of Nos Quedamos 
and Congressman Jose Serrano’s 
offi ce; Lisa Sorin, Westchester 
Square Business Improvement Dis-
trict; Geri Sciortino of Bronx De-
sign Group; and Elizabeth Figueroa 
of the New York Botanical Garden. 

See photo spread in next week’s 
publication.

Bronx Times holds 25 Infl uential Women Awards

Jennifer Goodstein CNG president and 
publisher and Laura Guerriero, Bronx 
Times Reporter publisher during the 
awards ceremony. Photo by Silvio Pacifi co

Sulma Arzu-Brown walks up to accept 
her award during the Bronx Times’ 2017 
Bronx Infl uential Women. Photo by Silvio 
Pacifi co

BY ROBERT WIRSING
Steps are being taken to refur-

bish a heavily traffi cked 90-year-
old Kingsbridge staircase.

NYC Department of Design 
and Construction acting com-
missioner Ana Barrio and NYC 
Department of Transportation 
Bronx Borough commissioner Ni-
vardo Lopez joined local elected 
offi cials and community leaders 
on Wednesday, June 28 to break 
ground on the $6.6 million recon-
struction of the West 229th Street 

Step Street connecting Heath Av-
enue at its lowest point to Kings-
bridge Terrace at the crest of the 
hilly western Bronx terrain.

Construction is anticipated to 
be completed in late 2018.

“Step streets have long been 
an important part of the local 
landscape in this community con-
necting areas where it’s too steep 
to build regular streets at grade,” 
explained Barrio. “This particu-
lar step street is frequently used 
by residents to access important 
bus routes as well as P.S. 360 and 
the Kingsbridge Community Cen-
ter.”

“Cracked and uneven steps 
have made this step street at West 
229th Street diffi cult to navigate 
for the hundreds of pedestrians 
that use it to get from Heath Av-
enue to Kingsbridge Terrace,” 
noted Lopez.

“I fi rst brought these particu-
lar step streets to DOT’s atten-
tion because I was so appalled at 
their terrible condition,” shared 
Assemblyman Jeffrey Dinowitz. 
“I believe that this newly rebuilt 
step street will demonstrate how 
much communities can benefi t 
from well maintained, well-lit pe-
destrian routes.”

The existing concrete step 

street is approximately 230-feet 
long with ten segments of stairs, 
nine landings and an elevation 
change of 65 feet from top to bot-
tom.

Sloped terraces with concrete 
pavers and outer retaining walls 
adorn both sides of the stairs.

The reconstruction project 
will replace the entire stairs with 
new granite steps built to accom-
modate modern safety and con-
struction standards.

The towering structure’s outer 
stone retaining walls will be re-
paired.

Its sloped concrete terraces 
and pavers will be replaced with 
new granite pavers set inside a 
concrete bedding.

New trees, drainage and light-
ing systems will be installed for 
the public staircase.

Two benches will be installed 
at two of the step street’s land-
ings.

In addition, new bicycle chan-
nels will be incorporated on both 
sides of the new stairs allowing 
people to more easily walk their 
bikes up and down the structure.

To further improve pedestrian 
safety, sidewalks will be widened 
at the crosswalks at Kingsbrige 
Terrace and at Heath Avenue.

The project’s contractor is Pa-
dilla Construction Services, Inc. 
of Westbury, NY while AECOM 
USA, Inc. of Manhattan serves as 
design consultant.

Temporary wooden stairs 
will facilitate pedestrian access 
throughout the reconstruction 

phase.
“The reconstruction of the 

West 229th Street Step Street will 
enhance walkability, access to 
public transit, safety and improve 
the area’s visuals attractiveness,” 
expressed Councilman Fernando 
Cabrera.

W. 229th Step Street to get $6.6M face lift

(l-r) Community Board 8 chairman Daniel Padernacht, Lopez, Barrio and Council-
man Cabrera broke ground for the project.  
                            Photo courtesy of NYC DDC

A brave girl ascends the weathered 
and defaced colossal West 229th 
Street Step Street stairs. 
 Photo courtesy of NYC DDC
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ANTIQUES & ESTATE BUYERS

ANTIQUE & ESTATE BUYERS
We buy anything old. One piece or house full. 

WILL TRAVEL. HOUSE CALLS.

ANTIQUE & ESTATE BUYERS
We buy anything old. One piece or house full. 

WILL TRAVEL. HOUSE CALLS.
WILL TRAVEL

ENTIRE
TRI-STATE!

FREE
Estimates!

We Pay $CASH$ For 
Paintings, Clocks, Watches, 
Estate Jewelry & Fine China, 

From Single Items 
to Entire Estates!
Coin & Stamp Collections

Costume Jewelry
Antique Furniture  Lamps
Bronzes  Paintings  Prints

Chinese & Japanese 
Artwork & Porcelain

Sports Collectibles 
Comic Books  Old Toys  Records
Cameras  Sterling Flatware Sets

HUMMELS & LLADROS

ANTIQUES & ESTATE BUYERS

TOP $ PAID
FOR JUDAICA
COLLECTIBLES

HOUSE
CALLS

MOVING orDOWNSIZING?CALL
US!

Top $ Paid
for Antique

Sterling!

Military
Collections

Wanted
Swords,
Knives,

Helmets, etc.

SEE OUR AD EVERY SUNDAY IN THE POST

SAME DAY  
SERVICE  

AVAILABLE

SERVING BRONX 
AND THE ENTIRE  
TRI-STATE AREA

516-974-6528516-974-6528

WILL TRAVEL. WE MAKE HOUSE CALLS.
1029 WEST JERICHO TURNPIKE, SMITHTOWN, L.I.

HOUSE 
CALLS

ASK FOR CHRISTOPHER



condition while the other four 
have been upgraded.

Bronx-Lebanon Hospital 
spokesman Errol Schneer 
said Tam will never be forgot-
ten by her hospital co-work-
ers.

“She was extremely well 
liked, and a very dedicated 
physician,” Schneer said. 
“She came to Bronx Lebanon 
for a large part due to our 
reputation of servicing a com-
munity in need of all types of 
care, that has high incident 
rates of diabetes and asthma. 
She was very committed to 
helping address those serious 
health problems.”

A vigil planned for the af-
ternoon of Thursday, July 6 in 
front of the hospital was being 
organized by the Local 1199, 
the New York State Nurses 
Association and the Commit-
tee of Interns and Residents.

Tam’s family has re-
quested that information 
about her funeral and memo-
rial services be kept private, 
Schneer added.

“The staff here provided 
an extraordinary response 
to the tragic events that took 
place this Friday,” he said. 
“There were countless acts 

of heroism that were incred-
ible in terms of staff that were 
willing to sacrifi ce their own 
lives to keep our patients safe 
and secure.”

The hospital was consider-
ing many options for Dr. Tam, 
including a special memorial 
in the Family Medicine De-
partment where she worked.

Like Montefi ore and Mt. 
Sinai, Bronx-Lebanon Hospi-
tal is a voluntary not-for-profi t 
hospital. 

Schneer said hospital 
staff had worked with the 
NYPD to train for just such 
an active shooter events.

“They provided a very 
quick response to the situa-
tion, they were at the hospi-
tal almost immediately,” he 
said

Assemblywoman Latoya 
Joyner represents the dis-
trict the hospital is located 
in. She said the tragedy im-
pacted her entire commu-
nity. 

“The thoughts and 
prayers of families through-
out the 77th Assembly Dis-
trict are with those who 
were shot, their loved ones 
and their colleagues as well 
as the fi rst responders who 
are on the scene,” Joyner 

said. “The skilled medical 
professionals of Bronx-Leb-
anon Medical Center are in 
the thoughts and prayers of 
families throughout the 77th 
Assembly District.”

Senator Gustavo Rivera 
and Councilman Fernando 
Cabrera also expressed condo-
lences for the victims and their 
families, and praised hospital 
staff and law enforcement for 
their response.

“I want to express my 
heartfelt gratitude to all of our 
fi rst responders including the 
NYPD, especially police offi -
cers from the 44th and 46th pre-
cincts, the FDNY and the EMT, 
for the courage and profession-
alism displayed under the most 
strenuous of circumstances,” 
Rivera said. “Further, I want to 
express my profound apprecia-
tion to the doctors, nurses and 
personnel at Bronx Lebanon 
for their work in putting their 
patients out of harm’s way.”

Cabrera called for the com-
munity to unite against gun 
violence.

“We must come together as 
a community and fi rmly de-
cide that gun violence is collec-
tively reprehensible and com-
mit to ending this scourge,” 
Cabrera said.

chairwoman Erika Keller-
Wala, who is also the chair-
woman for Brisa Builders 
of Brooklyn, confi rmed the 
changes to the plan after 
community feedback and 
said she would continue 
meeting with concerned 
parties in the area.

“We have made some re-
visions to the proposal that 
will be presented to the 
elected offi cials as well as 
the community,” she said.

Keller-Wala said that 
due to the lack of sched-
uled summer Community 
Board 12 meetings, the next 
presentation will likely be 
held in September. 

Nugent said residents 
had been frustrated with the 
size and height of the project 
since it was announced, and 

said the developer still had 
a long way to go to get resi-
dents on board with it.

“I still think it’s far too 
large,” Nugent said. “It’s 
going to dwarf everything 
around it.”

Nugent said parking 
in Woodlawn is already a 
disaster, and said the pro-
posed project would make 
it worse. 

“We have alternate side 
parking, and because of 
that parking is a very hot 
commodity,” Nugent said.  
“She’s proposed 13 parking 
spaces for 80 apartments, 
and there is a superinten-
dent in there who’s defi -
nitely going to get a space.”

The Average Monthly 
Income, or AMI, mix of 
the project has also been 
changed, with 16 of the 

units to be rented at 80 per-
cent AMI – a larger per-
centage than previously 
proposed, which would al-
low people making up to 
$45,480 to apply for a studio 
apartment, or $61,120 to ap-
ply for the one-bedroom 
apartments. 

Residents were relieved 
to see one-bedroom apart-
ments put into the plan, Nu-
gent said, since the original 
plan to include only studio 
apartments had been a 
concern to residents who 
feared a possible homeless 
shelter eventually taking 
it over.

The space that was 
pitched as a possible day-
care or pre-kindergarten 
facility was also scrapped, 
as per the community’s 
wishes.
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Woodlawn senior housing 
plan gets downscaled

The plan for a proposed senior housing project on East 233rd Street in Woodlawn has been down-
scaled after feedback from concerned residents. Arthur Cusano

S SSHOP OUR CLASSIFIED 
PAGES EVERY WEEK AND 

SAVE MONEY

Armed Emergency Service Unit police offi cers prepared to enter the hospital. Photo by Aracelis Batista

Bronx-Lebanon shooting shocker; former 
staffer kills young doctor, self; injures six  
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Saturday, 
July 15 

12noon – 7pm 

Recreation Complex 
1500 Paerdegat Avenue, Brooklyn, NY

NYC
CARIBBEAN

SPONSORS

Come with your friends, come with your family and enjoy 
a relaxing day on the grounds of one of New York’s 

largest recreation centers.
Enjoy the best food, drinks & music 

from the Caribbean islands.

www.caribfoodfest.com

Buy Tickets 
online at 

CaribFoodFest.net 
All adult tickets 

include 5 free food samples
(children under 12 free) 

Tickets $15
and $20 at the door

(Advance Tickets online until July 14th)

VIP Tickets available 
www.caribfoodfest.net
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BY PATRICK ROCCHIO
City Island tourism, a pe-

rennial feature of summer in 
the borough, is getting a boost 
from NYC & Company. 

NYC & Company just 
launched a new campaign, 
both locally and internation-
ally, called Island Hopping, 
highlighting the exciting fea-
tures found on the six smaller 
islands within the city. 

Included among well-
known tourist destinations 
like Ellis Island and Liberty 
Island was City Island, which 
Chris Heywood, NYC & Com-
pany vice-president said is 
much like ‘the little Newport, 
Rhode Island of the city.’ 

“We thought it is summer-
time in New York City and we 
want to make sure that not 
only New Yorkers but visitors 
know that we have these won-
derful islands around New 
York City and…island hop,” 
said Heywood. 

Heywood said that he fi nds 
City Island charming and 
summer is the perfect time to 
head to the New England-like 
commnuity. 

Materials produced by 
NYC & Company, the offi cial 
destination marketing organi-
zation for the city, highlighted 
the seafood restaurants and 

antique stores on City Island.
It featured New York Sail-

ing Center, as well nearby Or-
chard Beach and the Bartow-
Pell Mansion. 

Gerard ‘Skip’ Giacco, City 
Island Chamber of Commerce 
president said that the effect 
on island business would 
depend on how much effort 
NYC & Company puts into Is-
land Hopping, adding that in 
general promotion certainly 
can bring more visitors. 

What he thinks is sig-
nifi cant is the causal atmo-
sphere and described it as a 
great place for people to take 
a stroll and have a bite to eat, 
he said. 

“It is just the opposite of 
the gentrifi ed area; if there is 
an appeal, that is the appeal,” 
said Giacco of the island, add-
ing that visitors who stop in 
his place, Lickety Split Ice 
Cream, appreciate not being 
inundated. 

He said that this stands in 
contrast to many places, in-
cluding Coney Island or parts 
of Brooklyn, which more ac-
tively court tourists. 

He added that City Island 
is basically a residential com-
munity. 

Paul Klein, CICC vice-
president, said that any good 

tourism-based publicity 
could translate into business 
and is a plus. 

“Any promotion of City 
Island is a good idea,” said 
Klein, adding just getting the 
word out about the unique 
atmosphere of the island in 
relation to it being located in 
the borough and city is a good 
thing. 

Klein’s business, Kaleido-
scope Gallery, was mentioned 
in the NYC & Company’s pro-
motional materials for Island 
Hopping. 

Klein said that the 2009 
fi lm City Island and a recent 
German magazine article 
have drawn tourists from all 
over the world. 

In terms of worldwide ap-
peal, NYC & Company has 17 
representative offi ces around 
the world serving 28 global 
regions, said Heywood, in ad-
dition to a push for local ap-
peal.  

“We have eight and a half 
million people (in the city) 
who may or may not have 
heard of City Island,” he said.  

John Doyle, City Island 
Civic Association board 
member, said that he thinks 
island tourism is good and 
does provide jobs for some is-
landers. 

City Island included in 
‘Island Hopping’ promotion

A view along City Island’s ‘main street,’ City Island Avenue, presents a quaint charm that visitors may 
not realize is within the limits of the borough or the city. 
 Photo courtesy of NYC & Company

Maxx Puya in his Fordham Preparatory School baseball uniform. Photo courtesy of Hugo Puya

BY PATRICK ROCCHIO
This young man wants to 

continue to ‘play ball,’ and to 
be of service to his local com-
munity. 

Maxx Puya of Norwood, 
a recent high school gradu-
ate who is weighing several 
athletic scholarship offers at 
local colleges, says he turned 
down potentially lucrative 
out-of-town scholarship of-
fers so he could stay in touch 
with his neighborhood.

Puya, a member of Ford-
ham Preparatory School’s 
2017 graduating class, is a 
catcher on their team and 
graduated with honors.

He continues to weigh of-
fers of athletic scholarships 
from coaches at local institu-
tions like the College of New 
Rochelle and the CUNY sys-
tem. 

According to his father, 
Hugo Puya, he has been of-
fered scholarships of $700,000 
from local and non-local col-
leges including Penn State, 
University of Scranton and 
Indiana / Perdue. 

Puya said he is just look-
ing for a college nearby where 
he can continue to play base-
ball because he enjoyed it so 

much the fi rst time around, 
after years of playing at Cas-
tle Hill Little League and 
Fordham Prep.  

He said that towards the 
end of his senior year, he 
thought about hanging up 
his cleats for good, but then 
later reconsidered when he 
saw he might be able to keep 
playing. 

And after a dearth of of-
fers earlier in his senior year, 
some came in later on. 

“I remember thinking 
to myself ‘I don’t think I am 
playing in college’ and then 
I started getting emails from 
all of these other coaches,” 
said Puya. “I got four or fi ve 
and it really helped me keep 
the faith in terms of playing.” 

He said he wants to be-
come a vital part of a college 
baseball team. 

Puya certainly has been 
of service to the community, 
winning an award from the 
borough president for ser-
vice.  

During his high school 
years, he said, he volunteered 
at a soup kitchen Part of the 
Solution on Webster Avenue. 

He also volunteered at The 
Children’s Village in Dobbs 

Ferry, NY at a mentoring pro-
gram for children in a home 
for young men. 

Part of the service was for 
Fordham Prep’s requirement 
that its young men complete 
15 hours of service in their 
junior year and 75 in their se-
nior year, said Puya. 

He learned time manage-
ment from a variety of his ac-
tivities, he said. 

These include being a 
student athlete, achieving a 
black belt in karate at Excel 
Martial Arts, and remaining 
an honor student throughout 
his time at St. Ann Grammar 
School and high school. 

Scouting reports supplied 
to the Bronx Times shows he 
has talent as a catcher, and 
hopefully a college will come 
along that strikes his fancy 
and is a good fi t. 

He said that he might par-
ticipate in Reserve Offi cers’ 
Training Corps in college. 

“Right now it would be 
hard to make a decision on 
the spot,” he said of his op-
tions, adding that it may 
come down to the school of-
fering the best fi nancial deal, 
as it does for so many college 
students. 

HS ballplayer hopes 
to continue baseball 
catching in college  
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BRIDAL FASHION
BRIDAL CENTER
7233 Amboy Road, Staten Island, (718) 227-8647
www.alwaysabridesmaidboutique.com

BRIDAL STYLES BOUTIQUE
905 Ave. U, Brooklyn, (718) 339–3222
www.bridalstylesboutique.com

MONEY SAVER SHOES INC.
Specializing Wide Widths, Dyeable & Evening Shoes
2098 Flatbush Ave., Brooklyn, (718) 258-0171

ULTIMATE FASHIONS
4255 Amboy Rd, SI, NY 10308  (718) 605-3274
316 Woodbridge Center Drive, Woodbridge, NJ 07095
(732) 750-1174, ultfash@optonline.net  
Staten Island Mall
Lower Level, Macy’s Wing Staten Island New York 10314 (718) 
370-2984, www.ultfash.com

TUXEDOS
TUXEDO WORLD OF STATEN ISLAND
2791 Richmond Ave #6, SI, NY 10314
(718) 698-4859, www.tuxedoworldsi.com

CATERING & VENUES
ADRIA HOTEL & CONFERENCE CENTER
221-17 Northern Boulevard, Bayside, NY 11361
(718) 631-5900, www.adriahotelny.com

ATLAS STEAKHOUSE
943 Coney Island Avenue, off  18th Ave., Brooklyn, NY
(646) 494-7227, www.AtlasSteak.com

BAY RIDGE MANOR
476 76th St., Brooklyn, (718) 748-8855
www.bayridgemanor.com

BAYSIDE HISTORICAL SOCIETY
208 Totten Ave - Fort Totten, Bayside, NY 11359, 
(718) 352-1548, www.baysidehistorical.org/rentals.html

BUCKLEY’S
2926 Ave. S, Brooklyn
(718) 998-4222, www.buckleyscaterers.com

DYKER BEACH GOLF COURSE
86th Street and 7th Avenue, Brooklyn, NY 11228
(718) 836–9722 x 1 or privateeventdirector@dykerbeachgc
www.dykerbeachgc.com

EDIBLE ARRANGEMENTS
133-22 Springfi eld Blvd. (718) 528-3344
158-18 Cross Bay Blvd. (718) 848-3344
1357 Fulton St. (718) 622-3344
1557 Ralph Ave. (718) 451-3344
www.ediblearrangements.com/stores/StoreLocator.aspx

GLEN TERRACE
5313 Ave. N, Brooklyn (718) 252-4614

GRAND OAKS COUNTRY CLUB
200 Huguenot Ave., Staten Island
(718) 356–2771, www.grandoaksnyc.com

GRAND PROSPECT HALL
263 Prospect Ave., Brooklyn (718) 788-0777
www.grandprospecthall.com

GREENHOUSE CAFE
7717 Third Ave., Brooklyn (718) 833-8200
www.greenhousecafe.com

IL FORNETTO
2902 Emmons Ave. in Brooklyn, (718) 332-8494
www.ilFornettoRestaurant.com

KENNEDY’S BREEZY POINT
406 Bayside, Rockaway Point, NY 11697
(718) 945-0202, www.kennedysbreezypoint.com

MARBELLA RESTAURANT
220-33 Northern Blvd., Bayside, NY 11361
(718) 423-0100, www.marbella-restaurant.com

NICK’S LOBSTER HOUSE
2777 Flatbush Ave, Brooklyn, NY 11234, (718) 253-7117

PARADISE CATERING HALL
51 Avenue U, Brooklyn, NY 11223
(718) 372-4352, www.theparadisecateringhall.com

THE PEARL ROOM
8518 - 3rd Avenue, Brooklyn, NY 11209
(718) 833-6666, www.pearlroombklyn.com

PELHAM BAY & SPLIT ROCK GOLF COURSE
870 Shore Road, Bronx, NY 10464, (718) 885-1258 x224 or  
privateeventdirector@pelhamsplitrock
http://www.pelhamsplitrock.com

QUEENS BOTANICAL GARDEN
43-50 Main St, Flushing, NY 11355 (718) 886-3800 x201
www.queensbotanical.org/weddingsandevents

SCHNITZEL HAUS
7319 5th Avenue, Bay Ridge, NY 11029
(718) 836-5600, www.schnitzelhausny.com

SIRICO’S CATERERS
8015-23 13th Ave., Brooklyn, (718) 331-2900,
www.siricoscaterers.net

TERRACE ON THE PARK
52-11 111 Street, Flushing, NY 11368, (718) 592-5000,
www.terraceonthepark.com

THE VANDERBILT AT SOUTH BEACH
300 Father Capodanno Blvd., Staten Island
(718) 447-0800, www.vanderbiltsouthbeach.com

LODGING
ADRIA HOTEL AND CONFERENCE CENTER
221-17 Northern Boulevard, Bayside, NY 11361
www.adriahotelny.com, (800) 272-3742

ENTERTAINMENT
AMAZING BOTTLE DANCERS
(800) 716-0556, pasproductions@yahoo.com 
www.bottledancers.com

E-SQUARED PRODUCTIONS/
360 ENTERTAINMENT
4308 Richmond Ave. in Staten Island or 1665 Bath Ave. in 
Brooklyn, (718) 227–3235, www.e2dj.com

FAVORS & INVITATIONS
UNFORGETTABLE EVENTS
2049 Flatbush Ave in Brooklyn, (718) 377-4535,

FLORISTS
FLORAL FANTASY
3031 Quentin Rd. in Brooklyn, (718) 998-7060 or
(800) 566–8380, www.fl oralfantasyny.com

HENRY’S FLORIST
8103 Fifth Ave. in Brooklyn
(800) 543-6797 or (718) 238–3838, 
www.henrysfl oristweddingevents.com

MARINE FLORIST AND DECORATORS
1995 Flatbush Ave. in Brooklyn, 
(800) 447-6730 or (718) 338-3600, 
www.marinefl orists.com

JEWELRY
BENNY’S JEWELRY
89-02 165th Street, Suite B-1, Jamaica, NY 11432
(718) 526-4613, www.bennyny.com

BOBBY’S JEWELERS DIAMOND SPECIALIST
514 - 81 Street, Brooklyn, NY, 11209
(718) 745-1725

LIMOUSINE SERVICES
MILA LIMOUSINE CORPORATION
(718) 232-8973, www.milalimo.com

ROMANTIQUE/DOUBLE DIAMOND LIMOUSINES
1421-86 Street, Brooklyn (718) 351-7273
2041-Hylan Blvd., Staten island (718) 351-7273
www.rddlimos.com

SERGI’S PARTY LIMO
171-15A Northern Blvd, Queens, NY 11358
(718) 353-5466, (212) 682-4040, (516) 489-4040
Toll Free: (888) 546-6134, (888) limo-134
Fax: (718) 353-5499, info@sergislimo.com
www.sergislimo.com

VIP LIMOS SVC
(516) 488-LIMO(5466), 
www.viplimosvc.com

PHOTOGRAPHY & VIDEO
FANTASY PHOTOGRAPHY
3031 Quentin Rd., Brooklyn (718) 998-0949
www.fantasyphotographyandvideo.com

GLAMOUR ME PHOTO & VIDEO
104-12 111th St., South Richmond Hill, (888) 400-2738 or (718) 
504–1970, www.glamourmestudio.com

ONE FINE DAY PHOTOGRAPHERS
459 Pacifi c St., Massapequa Park (516) 690–1320
www.onefi nedayphotographers.com

SALONS
AF BENNETT SALON
350 New Dorp Lane, Staten Island NY 10306
(718) 979-9000 www.afbennett.com

PILO ARTS SALON
8412 3 Ave, Brooklyn (718) 748–7411  www.piloarts.com

SERVICES
JOSEPH LICHTER, D.D.S.
1420 Ave. P in Brooklyn, (718) 339-7878,
www.josephlichterdds.com

OMNI DENTAL CARE
313 Kings Hwy. in Brooklyn, (718) 376-8656
www.omnidentalcare.com

THE VEIN CENTER OF THE VASCULAR INSTITUTE 
OF NY
Dr. Natalie Marks
960 - 50 Street, Brooklyn, NY 11219  
(718) 438-0067
www.vascularnyc.com

TRAVEL
JO-LYN TRAVEL AGENCY
7505-15th Avenue, Brooklyn, NY 11219
(718) 232-3139, jolyntravel@aol.com

WEDDING EXPOS
BOSCO’S WEDDING EXPO
www.cl.boscoweddings.com

BRIDAL AFFAIR
(718) 317–9701, www.bridalaff air.com

GREAT BRIDAL EXTRAVAGANZA
North Babylon, NY 11703, 631-667-EXPO (3976)
www.greatbridalextravaganza.com

TO BE INCLUDED IN THIS DIRECTORY CALL (718) 260–2500
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(above) Patricia Vicaro (l) bought 
delicious food from Gina Tiarulli 
(back, l) at Mamma Rose’s stall. 
Bailey Provetto, one of three 
judges of the food contest, was 
taste testing.

(left) Tiara Ruby Damon (l) and Olivia Guilford registered 
young ladies for the Talitha Cumi Urban Etiquette and 
Leadership Academy.Photo by Silvio Pacifi co

Allerton residents satisfi ed their craving for summer fun and delicious ethnic food at a time 
honored neighborhood celebration. The Allerton Avenue International Merchants Associa-
tion, Allerton Avenue Homeowners and Tenants Association, Assemblyman Mark Gjonaj 
and senators Jamaal Bailey and Jeff Klein in conjunction with MAS Productions hosted the 
tenth annual Allerton Avenue International Food Festival on Saturday, June 24 on Allerton 
Avenue between Barnes and Wallace avenues.

ton residents satisfi ed their craving for summemememememeeerrrr fun and delicious ethnic food at a timeton residents satisfied their craving for summmmmemeeerrrr fun and delicious ethnic food at a time

Allerton Ave. International Food 
Festival Serves Up Summer Fun

(below) P.S. 89 Pan-
thers and coach An-
gelica Reyes (back, c) 
raised money for their 
squad.

(right) Steuben Vega 
(l) of Abby and Friends 
gave Alex (r) some ‘gr-
rreat’ face paint.

(r(r(((((((r(r(r((((((((((((((((((r(r(((((((((((((((((((((r(((((((((
(l((((((((

AllertA
honor
tion, 
and s
tenth
Avenu

AllertAllert

(left) Jesus Villar-
real couldn’t cook 
enough kebabs for 
the hungry festival 
goers.

Singer-songwriter EC Salsero (c) 
performed at this year’s festival.
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POT of GOLD
Sherbee Antiques is a family-owned business that has been 

serving the tri-state area for over 60 years. 
We buy from the full contents of homes and estates 

to single items. We specialize in high-end goods such as 
antiques, art, fi ne porcelain, lighting, bronzes and sculptures. 

We have particular interest in fi ne jewelry, timepieces, 
diamonds, gold and silver. 

If you call we will come to you, free of charge, and evaluate 
what you are selling. We know the value of your possessions 
and are willing to pay top dollar on the spot. Please feel free 
to call seven days a week for a free same day consultation.

You may be sitting on a large fortune. 
Call Sherbee Antiques. They’ll tell you how much.

CALL TODAY 917-748-7622 OR 718-762-7448 
You’ll be glad you did.

Sherbee  Antiques
Est. 1940

To apply: Please email your resume to employment@hfhnyc.org. Indicate the position (custodian or security guard)  
and preferred location (NBX, SBX, or QNS) in the subject line of email.

NOW HIRING

Full-time jobs in south Jamaica, Queens and in north and south Bronx

For more information go to www.hfhnyc.org
We are an equal opportunity employer (eeo) committed to equal treatment of all employees without regard to race, national origin, religion, gender, age, 
sexual orientation, veteran status, physical or mental disability or other basis protected by law.

Duties: Cleaning hallways, lobbies, restrooms, floors, windows, and similar activities.

Qualifications: Ability to reach, bend, stoop, stand for periods of time, and lift reasonably heavy objects.

Duties: Patrolling the interior and exterior areas of building, monitoring the building’s entries and exits, 
maintaining a sign-in log with required identification, enforcing rules and regulations, preparing 
incident reports, learning the fire safety plan and evacuation procedures and assisting in fire drills.

Qualifications: Valid NYS security guard license, current 8-hour certificate and 16-hour certificate.  
Fire Guard (F-2) or Fire Safety Coordinator license a plus.

Custodians
&

Security 
Guards

We are recruiting full-time staff who enjoy working in a family-oriented, residential environment. Jobs are full-time.  
A high school diploma is not required.

We provide a competitive starting salary and benefits including comprehensive health insurance, life insurance, ample  
vacation, holiday, and personal and sick leave.

No fee.
We are a direct employer.





“Police offi cer Mioso-
tis Familia, 48, the mother 
of three, gave her life pro-
tecting a neighborhood 
that had been plagued by 
gang gun violence,” Lynch 
said. “Fully knowing the 
dangers that she faced, she 
suited up in uniform every-
day and stood tall against 
those who threaten and ter-
rorize the good folks of the 
Bronx.”

Lynch also called on the 
community to report any 
potential threats to police 
to help prevent future as-
saults. 

The gunman, a con-
victed felon with a lengthy 
rapsheet, had served seven 
years in a state correc-
tional facility for a rob-
bery upstate and had re-
cently made threats online 
against police, according to 
published reports.

“When you see or hear 
someone making threats 
against NYC police of-

fi cers you need to let us 
know, you need to be our 
eyes and ears,” Lynch said. 
“Police offi cer Familia now 
joins the exclusive ranks of 
women who have heroically 
served and died in the line 
of duty.  We will keep her 
in our hearts and minds as 
we do all of the women and 
men who have made the ul-
timate sacrifi ce for the city 
they loved.”

A vigil was planned 
for Wednesday afternoon 
outside the 46th Precinct 
headquarters at 2120 Ryer 
Avenue. 

The precinct posted a 
photo of Familia on its so-
cial media accounts, with 
just three words accompa-
nying it: end of watch. 

The precinct also 
thanked the community for 
its prayers and support.

Senator Gustavo Rivera 
said the shooting was yet 
another sobering reminder 
of the daily dangers faced 
by police while on duty.

“Let’s keep offi cer Fa-
milia, her three beloved 
children, her loved ones 
and all members of our 
city’s police department in 
our thoughts and prayers 
on this sad day,” Rivera 
said. “Today, without a 
doubt, our city has lost one 
of its fi nest.”

Borough President Ru-
ben Diaz Jr. also praised 
the fallen Bronx offi cer.

“Offi cer Familia was 
a dedicated servant to 
our city and the news of 
her passing is incredibly 
tragic. Please keep her fam-
ily, friends and colleagues 
in the 46th Precinct in your 
prayers during this diffi -
cult time.”

Familia and her part-
ner were inside the mobile 
command post when the 
suspect, later identifi ed 
as 34-year-old Alexander 
Bonds, fi red through the 
vehicle’s window, striking 
Familia in the head. 

The police offi cer’s part-

ner immediately called for 
assistance, and a sergeant 
and a police offi cer soon en-
countered the male subject 
running on Morris Avenue 
around a block from the 
scene of the shooting. 

When they confronted 

the suspect, he drew a re-
volver. 

The police offi cers fi red 
at him, striking and killing 
him. A silver revolver was 
recovered at the scene.

The mobile command 
vehicle had been stationed 
in the area since March 

due to a number of gang-re-
lated shootings in the area, 
O’Neal added. 

A bystander was also 
struck by a bullet during 
the incident. However, that 
person was in stable condi-
tion by Wednesday after-
noon. 
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from Page 1

BY PATRICK ROCCHIO
A new business-to-business 

oriented fi nancial services com-
pany is the latest addition to the 
thriving Throggs Neck Shopping 
Center.

RiteCheck, a check cashing and 
fi nancial service center, offi cially 
opened its business-themed Rite 
For Business in the mall with a 
Thursday, June 29 ribbon cutting. 

The grand opening of Rite for 
Business, along with other re-
cently opened businesses such 
as Mutz, an Italian food eatery 
in a fast-paced environment, has 
brought the center to almost full 
occupancy. 

Joseph Kelleher, president of 
Simone Metro Properties, said 
that the mall is now 90% leased.

Kelleher said he is already 
working with several perspective 
tenants to fi ll the remaining space 
in the 300,000 square foot mall.

Joseph Coleman, RiteCheck 
president, said that the 1,200 
square foot storefront was a good 
fi t for company, which now oper-
ates nine locations in the borough. 

Coleman said the company’s lo-
cation at the Throggs Neck Shop-
ping Center is going to be geared 
towards businesspeople, though 

anyone can use it for the services 
traditionally found at its other fi -
nancial service centers. 

“We will still do all the services 
that fi nancial service centers or 
check cashers do, but this is a 
new brand,” he said. “Our fastest 
growing customer base are busi-
ness customers, so we thought we 
would create a store that is busi-
ness friendly.” 

At the Throggs Neck location, 

businesses will have special VIP 
lines for faster service to clerks. 
Coleman explained this is because 
businesses are often more time 
sensitive and require larger trans-
action time. 

There will also be privacy booth 
and a conference room available, 
said Coleman. 

The location is close to a wide-
variety of commercial enterprises 
of all kinds, and the easy access on 

an off the Hutchinson River Park-
way is a plus in terms of its siting. 

Nunzio Del Greco, Bronx 
Chamber of Commerce president, 
said that he thought that Rite for 
Business would be extremely ben-
efi cial for small businesses, call-
ing it a fantastic opportunity for 
them at this time. 

“What they are doing is they 
are fi lling a very important gap, 
providing check cashing to busi-

nesses with money right on the 
spot, without waiting three days 
for checks to clear,” said Del 
Greco.

On the other side of the mall’s 
parking lot is Mutz, short for moz-
zarella. Joe Sansotta and Jes-
sica Sansotta opened the Italian 
restaurant about two and a half 
months ago said Joe Sansotta. 

The Sansottas could very well 
be the kind of local business own-
ers that Del Greco was referring 
to, serving up fast, fresh Italian 
dishes as the customer views the 
preparation. 

“Everything is made to order…
in plain sight of our customers 
view,” he said, adding the since 
mozzarella tops everything, the 
name for the restaurant naturally 
followed. 

One of the highlights of the 
business is a brick pizza oven im-
ported from Italy, said Joe. 

According to Kelleher, Target 
occupies about half the mall’s 
square footage, and the percent-
age of the space leased has risen 
steadily since it opened in No-
vember 2014. 

A sign announcing a new Pop-
eye’s restaurant was also visible 
in the mall. 

Rite for Business, Mutz help fi ll TN mall

Nunzio Del Greco, Bronx Chamber of Commerce CEO and Joseph Coleman, Ritecheck president cut the ribbon on Rite for 
Business in the Throggs Neck Shopping Center. Photo by Aracelis Batista

Shock, grief over police offi cer’s ‘assassination’

Police offi cer Miosotis Familia 
was shot and killed early Thurs-
day morning after the July 4 
festivities by a gunman in an 
unprovoked attack. Photo 
courtesy of NYPD

Police and Emergency Service Units sealed off the area as they 
conducted their thorough investigation into the shooting homicide 
of 12-year veteran police offi cer Miosotis Familia. 
 Photo by Edwin Soto
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SOLVE YOUR CHILD’S
READING PROBLEM
ACHIEVE

3 TO 6 YEARS OF
READING IMPROVEMENT

IN ONE YEAR!!!
“A Miracle In The Making!” - CBS TV

Dicker Reading Method
75 Brook Street, Scarsdale | 914.472.0600 | www.DickerReading.com

WATCH THIS VIDEO NOW:
www.nymetroparents.com/listing/Dicker-reading

CHILDREN AT OR
BELOW GRADE LEVEL

WILL BECOME THE
BEST READERS IN

THEIR CLASS


