
BY PATRICK ROCCHIO
A group home proposal in 

Waterbury-LaSalle is getting 
some community resistance.

Unique People Services’ pro-
posal to open a group home for 
six developmentally disabled 
young women at 2717 Gifford 
Avenue ran into resistance at a 
Community Board 10 hearing 
on Tuesday, June 13. 

Board members questioned 
the Woodlawn-based group on 
their proposal, citing issues in-

cluding an overall shortage of 
street parking near the house 
and the lack of onsite parking. 

Several board members 
urged UPS to look for an alter-
nate location within CB 10, with 
several offering to help fi nd one, 
though the organization’s rep-
resentatives said it is already 
far along in the siting process. 

CB 10 members voted over-
whelmingly against the pro-
posal, with four in favor, 17 

BY STEVEN GOODSTEIN
Narco Freedom is no longer op-

erating clinical and housing pro-
grams in the Bronx after an insur-
ance scam unraveled last year.

Now that Narco Freedom 
trustee Alan Nisselson recently 
pleaded guilty to the organiza-
tion stealing millions of dollars 
from Medicaid, the ten former 
Bronx Narco Freedom locations 
have found new sponsors.

According to Narco Free-
dom’s website, “Narco Freedom 
is no longer operating clinical and 
housing programs”, part of a mes-
sage which is dated September 22, 
2015.

The message also says that 
Narco Freedom has “transitioned 
its clinical programs in the Bronx 
to the non-profi t alcohol and drug 
treatment organization Samaritan 
Village” - which is now known as 
Samaritan Daytop Village. 

“Narco Freedom operated a 
years-long criminal enterprise 
that ripped off taxpayers and took 
advantage of those in need of sub-
stance abuse treatment,” said NYS 
Attorney General Eric Schneider-
man. “Using Medicaid to further 
one’s bottom line at the expense 
of those who are struggling with 
abuse or addiction is shameful.”

Two weeks ago, Narco Freedom 
pled guilty to one count of enter-
prise corruption, three counts of 
grand larceny in the fi rst degree 
and two counts of offering a false 
instrument for fi ling in the fi rst de-
gree in Bronx County Courthouse.

In March 2015, AG Schneider-
man’s Medicaid Fraud Control 
Unit charged Narco Freedom and 
many of its executives with ‘oper-
ating a criminal organization that 

BY STEVEN GOODSTEIN
An upcoming development in 

Pelham Bay is moving along.
Last week, permits were fi led 

for 3250 Westchester Avenue, 
which is currently the location 
of the Pelham Bay Professional 
Center, a mixed-use property 
consiting of two separate struc-
tures, which includes retail and 
medical offi ces.

In partnership with the 
Brooklyn-based real estate devel-
oper Marcal Group, Rester USA 
will soon begin developing a 

10-story offi ce building, with the 
fi rst two fl oors being designated 
for retail/commercial and the re-
mainder to medical tenants.

In total, the new facility will 
incorporate about 110,000 square 
feet and will dwarf the surround-
ing community.

The property’s current 90 
parking spaces will be doubled 
to 180 spots as well, through the 
addition of underground parking 
to the site.

The 1.77-acre property bor-
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Fun And Games
Bronxites satisfi ed their craving for summer fun at the time honored Our 
Lady of Mount Carmel Church’s Feast of St. Anthony on Sunday, June 11 at 
East 187th Street and Arthur Avenue.  Cassandra Rodriguez took aim at the 
Sooper Shooter game.             Photo by Laura Stone

Montreal-based developer 
plans prime project

10-STORY MED
BUILDING IN PB

Narco 
Freedom 

pleads guilty 
to Medicaid 

fraud

Resistance builds to 
WBLS group home plan 
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BY STEVEN GOODSTEIN
When you think of the Bronx - 

what is one of the fi rst thoughts that 
pops into your head? Hopefully Hip 
hHp!

On Thursday, June 8, the fi rst ever 
Global Hip Hop Day block party was 
hosted at Cedar Playground, 1890 Ce-
dar Avenue, to celebrate the history of 
hip hop culture in the Bronx - and its 
impact across the world.

Notable Hip Hop artists in atten-
dance included Kid Capri, Fat Joe, 
Remy Ma, Slick Rick and Doug E. 
Fresh, among others.

Music for the event, which in-
cluded many songs from the 1970s 
and ‘80s that eventually led to hip hop 
samples, was provided by Hot 97’s DJ 
Enuff, Funk Flex, DJ Camilo and Ka-
stone.

Cedar Playground neighbors 1889 
Sedgwick Avenue, which overlooks 
the park. 

Many of those who lived at 1889 
Sedgwick Avenue in the ‘70s and ‘80s 
can recall looking down at the park 
from their apartments and see DJs 
hosting parties and playing Hip Hop 
music.

Hip hop music is believed to have 
originated at 1520 Sedgwick Avenue 
in August 1973, where Clive Campbell, 
also known as DJ Kool Herc, spun 

turntables during his sister Cindy’s 
back-to-school, birthday party.

As part of the Global Hip Hop Day 
celebration, a portion of Sedgwick Av-
enue (from Depot Place), was rechris-
tened as ‘Hip Hop Boulevard’, after the 
City Council recently approved the 
street co-naming in February 2016.

The free event, which was open to 
the public, was hosted in partnership 
with Apple Music, Hot 97, NYC Me-
dia & Entertainment, Councilwoman 
Vanessa Gibson and Borough Presi-
dent Ruben Diaz, Jr.

The event also received support 
from organizations the Universal Hip 
Hop Museum, Generation Hip Hop, 
the BulLion Foundation as well as 
Windows of Hip Hop.

“The Bronx is an iconic, interna-
tionally renowned hip hop destina-
tion, and it is the home of a rebellious 
and innovative musical art form that 
has, over several generations, become 
a worldwide powerhouse,” said Diaz. 
“It’s great to see so many generations 
of artists, who not only have paved 
the way but also made powerful con-
tributions in the arts and society, 
come together to celebrate and honor 
this music and culture. “It’s as if I did 
and went to Hip Hop Heaven.”

“Who here loves the Bronx?! Who 
here loves Hip Hop?!” asked Council-

woman Gibson. “This is a great event 
and the perfect place for us to honor 
the neighborhood where hip hop mu-
sic and culture was originated.”

“On behalf of (WoHH), we’re hon-
ored to witness hip hop history!” said 
Melissa Libran, CEO of Windows of 
Hip Hop. “It’s genuinely commend-
able that our public offi cials moved 
forward honoring the Bronx for its 

creation of Hip Hop and co-named 
Sedgwick Avenue as Hip Hop Boule-
vard.”

“This celebration made me very 
happy - because it gave acknowledge-
ment to the Hip Hop pioneers who 
were so instrumental in making Hip 
hHp what it is today,” said hip hop 
pioneer Sal Abbatiello, founder of Fe-
ver Records and owner of Disco Fe-

ver, a night club which operated from 
1976 to 1986 and was located on 167th 
Street and Jerome Avenue. “It’s very 
important that we keep the essence 
of this legacy alive so it is always re-
membered.”

Vendors at the Global Hip Hop cel-
ebration included Haagen Dazs, Ket-
tle Brand Chips and Delicioso Coca 
Helado.

Global Hip Hop Day celebrated at Cedar Playground

Elected offi cials, community leaders, hip hop artists and fans gathered for the Global Hip Hop Day block party, which in-
cluded the rechristening of Sedgwick Avenue being co-named ‘Hip Hop Boulevard’. 
 Photo courtesy of Councilwoman Vanessa Gibson’s offi ce
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 遵守適用的聯邦民權法律規定，不因種族、
膚色、民血統、年齡、殘障或性別而歧視任何人 。 

注意：如果您使用繁體中文，您可以免費獲得語言援助
服務。請致電  

We’re here for your call.
Toll Free 1.866.586.8044  |  TTY/TDD 1.800.662.1220  |  agewellnewyork.com

MEDICARE ADVANTAGE PLANS SPECIAL ELECTION SEMINARS 

For more information on dates and times at a diner in your community, please call: 

718-484-5000 (ext. 5251) or events@agewellnewyork.com

QUEENS
Georgia Diner - Elmhurst

Atlantic Diner - S. Richmond Hill

Bel Aire Diner - Astoria

Glendale Diner - Glendale

BROOKYLN
Denny’s Diner - Pennsylvania Avenue

Georges Diner - 5th Avenue

New Apolo  - Myrtle Avenue

BRONX
Corky’s - Grand Concourse

Crow Diner - E. 161st Street

Perista Coffee Shop & Restaurant - W. Kingsbridge Rd

MANHATTAN
Lenox Hill Grill - Lexington Avenue

Kitchen Sink - 2nd Avenue

Gracie Corner Diner - E. 86th Street
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defrauded Medicaid (of $27 
million) and syphoned funds 
meant for its patients for the 
enrichment of their own life-
styles’, according to the at-
torney general’s website.

Narco Freedom acknowl-
edged stealing from Medicaid 
by seeking to be reimbursed 
for excessive and unneces-
sary medical services for its 
patients, as well as violating 
the rights of its residents. 
Narco Freedom also admit-
ted to fi ling false statements 
with multiple state agencies. 
These agencies included the 
NYS Department of Health 
and the Offi ce of the NYS 
Attorney General Charities 
Bureau, in attempts to de-
fraud them.

Previous Narco Free-
dom Bronx locations are 
located at 224 E. Tremont 
Avenue, 1668 Webster Av-
enue, 528 Morris Avenue, 
315 Alexander Avenue, 2640 
Third Avenue, 477 Willis Av-
enue, 250 Grand Concourse, 
324 E. 149th Street, 368 E. 
148th Street and 401 E. 147th 
Street.

Narco Freedom also op-
erated locations in Queens, 
Brooklyn and Manhattan 
before being shut down.

Shortly after Narco Free-
dom ceased all operations, 
in accordance with an order 
of the United States District 

Court for the Southern Dis-
trict of New York, Samari-
tan Village merged with 
substance abuse and addic-
tion treatment center Daytop 
Village in October 2015 - and 
the organization changed its 
name to Samaritan Daytop 
Village.

In January 2016, Narco 
Freedom fi led for bank-
ruptcy.

Daytop Village, which 
was founded in 1963, already 
operated at two Bronx loca-
tions, 16 Westchester Square 
and 2800 Bronxwood Av-
enue, before offi cially merg-
ing with Samaritan Village. 

Samaritan Daytop Vil-
lage location at 4305 Park Av-
enue operated as Samaritan 
Village prior to the merger.

“We (Samaritan Daytop 
Village) have a strong his-
tory and respected reputa-
tion as a quality health and 
human services provider,” 
said a spokesperson from 
Samaritan Daytop Village. 
“For more than 50 years, we 
have been offering a range 
of health and human ser-
vices to assist New Yorkers 
in need, including residents 
of the Bronx, including sub-
stance abuse treatment, 
health and mental health 
services, programs for home-
less and specialized services 
for veterans.”

“With a dedicated team 

of staff, we work with over 
28,000 people each year to 
help them reclaim their 
lives and become productive 
members of the community 
again,” the spokesperson 
added.

According to Samaritan 
Daytop Village, the federal 
court, which has jurisdiction 
over the case involving Narco 
Freedom, had appointed a 
receiver to oversee the op-
erations of the agency and 
reached out to the organiza-
tion, asking them to provide 
an assessment of Narco Free-
dom’s sites. This assessment 
included a review of their 
program operations and 
quality of services, along 
with a review of Narco Free-
dom’s unlicensed housing.

Samaritan Daytop Vil-
lage also worked with the 
city and the state to avoid 
loss of services and housing 
for the 1,200 patients who re-
sided in the various Narco 
Freedom locations.

The agency moved over 
600 housing clients through 
the city funded Homeless-
ness Prevention and Rapid 
Re-Housing Program

In total, Samaritan Day-
top Village took over two 
methadone clinics, one men-
tal health clinic, one outpa-
tient substance abuse treat-
ment clinic and one care 
coordination clinic. 

dered by Westchester Av-
enue, Bruckner Boulevard 
and Wilkinson Avenue, 
which boasts over 700 feet 
of untapped prime front-
age, is expected to enter 
the beginning of the con-
struction phase in a few 
months, after the architec-
tural plans have been ap-
proved.

Construction of the de-
velopment will take ap-
proximately two and a half 
years to complete, accord-
ing to Rester USA.

“Having medical space 
in this particular area will 
be tremendously benefi cial 
for everyone, ,” said Ira 
Sax, head of Rester USA. 
“With a facility within 
close proximity to public 
transportation, this loca-
tion is ideal for the local 
residents and it is sure to 
produce hundreds of job 
opportunities.”

The two-story, 76,529 

square-foot building was 
sold by the private real 
estate investment fi rm 
Hampshire Companies to 
real estate investment fi rm 
Rester USA, LP, which is a 
division of Montreal-based 
Rester Management, in No-
vember 2016 for approxi-
mately $33 million.

Medical tenants cur-
rently operating at the Pel-
ham Bay Professional Cen-
ter include the Advanced 
Dermatology Associates; 
Bronx Ear, Nose And 
Throat Associates; Doshi 
Diagnostics Imaging; In-
dustrial Medicine Associ-
ates; New PrimeCare; Sur-
gicare Ambulatory Center 
and Universal Physical 
Therapy.

Current retailers in-
clude CVS Pharmacy, 
Dunkin Donuts/Baskin 
Robbins and Subway. In-
cluding retail and medical 
tenants, the PBPC is just 
over 70% occupied.

According to one real 
estae development source 
the current medical facil-
ity will be razed. However 
the NYC Department of 
Buildings has not received 
a demolition application.

 The property is located 
within a two-block walk-
ing distance to the  Pelham 
Bay #6 IRT train station.

This development, upon 
completion, will be Rester 
USA’s fi rst project to be 
built in the Bronx.

It is  unknown if this 
property/building will 
adopt a new name.

Future retail tenants at 
the new building have also 
not yet been announced.

The PBPC property was 
home to Chateau Pelham 
catering hall, run by the 
Amendola family,  until 
the mid 1980s.

The Marcal Group and 
Community Board 10 did 
not return requests for 
comment.
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Ten-story med building in 
Pelham Bay; Montreal-based 
developer plans prime project

3250 Westchester Avenue, currently the location of the Pelham Bay Professional Center. 
 Community News Group / Steven Goodstein

Narco Freedom guilty of Medicaid 
fraud; Samaritan Daytop steps in
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8th Annual Role Model
Recognition Honors

Wednesday , June 28, 2017- 6pm to 10pm

R.S.V.P. by June 14, 2017
(718) 260-4595

Come And Join Us In Recognition
Of This Year’s Honorees

Per Person

Sara Bonizio

Sulma Arzu-Brown

Lorraine C. Corsa, Esq.

Josephine Fanelli 

Bernadette Ferrara

Lourdes Melendez-Gamez

Roberta Gjonaj

Kerry A. Lee

Melissa Libran

Ana Melendez

Carolyn Murphy

Mary H. Murray

Karen Rauhauser Nani

Yasmin Cruz-Otero

Milagros Baez O’toole

Tamara Rivera

Frances Ann Rodriguez

Maria Rodriguez

Melissa Salguero

Carolyn Luella Smith

Marlene Taylor PA-C

Evelyn Torres

Where Tasteful
Creations Begin
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Our Lawyers Will Come To You!
Home, Office or Hospital Visits Available At No Charge

ATTORNEY                                                                                                                                                                                          SE HABLA ESPAÑOL

ACCIDENT VICTIMS

T:718-996-5600

T:646-459-7548
*Past Results Do Not Guarantee Future Outcomes

BY ARTHUR CUSANO
A Bronx man was arrested 

earlier this month and charged 
with allegedly aiding the ter-
rorist group Hezbollah by scout-
ing out potential terror targets, 
including Kennedy Airport in 
Queens.

Ali Kourani, 32, was ar-
rested along with an accomplice, 
37-year-old Samer Debek of Mich-
igan. 

The men appeared separately 
in Manhattan federal court on 
June 2 and 5, respectively.

“Thanks to the outstanding 
work of the FBI and NYPD, the 
allegedly destructive designs of 
these two Hizballah operatives 
have been thwarted, and they 
will now face justice in a Man-
hattan federal court,” said Act-
ing Manhattan U.S. Attorney 
Joon H. Kim.

Kourani is charged with pro-
viding, as well as attempting and 
conspiring to provide material 
support to Hezbollah and IJO, as 
well as naturalization fraud in 
connection with an act of inter-
national terrorism, according to 
the U.S. Department of Justice.  

He faces up to 25 years in 

prison.
“As part of his work for Hez-

bollah, Kourani and others al-
legedly conducted covert sur-
veillance of potential targets, 
including U.S. military bases and 
Israeli military personnel here 
in New York City,” stated NYPD 
Commissioner James O’Neil.  

Hezbollah, also known as Hiz-
ballah, is an Islamic terror group 
based in Lebanon. 

The Islamic Jihad Organiza-
tion, or IJO, is an intelligence 
arm of Hezbollah that works to 
coordinate acts of terror.  

The aspiring terrorist also re-
ceived military-styled training 
in using weapons such as ma-
chine guns and rocket launchers 
in 2000 when he was 16. 

Kourani entered the United 
States legally in 2003, and pro-
ceeded to obtain a bachelor’s de-
gree in Biomedical Engineering 
in 2009 and a master’s degree in 
Business Administration in 2013, 
according to the indictment.

Kourani had lived with his 
cousin at an apartment building 
at 183 W. 238th Street at the cor-
ner of Bailey Avenue for several 
months.  

His cousin Ibrahim Kourani 
told reporters he did not know of 
his cousin’s activities, but said 
federal agents had interviewed 
him several times. 

He could not be reached for 
comment.

In 2009 Kourani travelled to 
China to meet with IJO, and was 
assigned a mentor who he com-
municated with via coded email 
communications. 

He later received additional 
training in 2011 in Lebanon.

Assemblyman Jeffrey Dinow-
itz said the case highlights the 
need for continued vigilance in 
the face of terrorist threats at 
home and abroad. 

“I applaud our men and 
women in local law enforce-
ment for successfully thwarting 
this attack, and for all the work 
they do to keep us safe,” Dinow-
itz said. “New York continues to 
be a target for those who want to 
disrupt our freedoms and our 
way of life. That’s why we must 
continue working together, to 
say something if we see some-
thing, and help ensure New York 
remains the safest big city in the 
country.”

Feds: Kingsbridge man was aspiring terrorist

Ali Kourani was arrested earlier this 
month and charged with providing ma-
terial support to Hezbollah, according 
to police. He had been living in Kings-
bridge for several months. Photo 
courtesy of LinkedIn

Call
718.260.2555

..to advertise 
your business in our 

Classifi ed Section 
and get.. 

Real Results!



BY STEVEN GOODSTEIN
The east Bronx commu-

nity has lost a beloved advo-
cate.

On Friday, June 10, east 
Bronx community activist 
William Madonna passed 
away unexpectedly in his 
home at the age of 55.

William was born on Oc-
tober 6, 1961 in Mount Kisco 
and was raised in Yorktown 
Heights in Westchester 
County.

He earned his Bachelor of 
Science degree from North-
eastern University in Bos-
ton, before graduating from 
the New England School of 
Law, where he received his 
Juris Doctorate degree.

William started his legal 
career working in the NYC 
Office of Corporation Coun-
sel Law Department. 

Following his tenure 
there, he joined the Bronx 

District Attorney’s office, 
where he worked as a pros-
ecutor.

He later moved to the 
Bronx, where he maintained 
his own private practice law 
firm, the Law Office of Wil-
liam Madonna, in Morris 
Park, for nearly 25 years, up 

until the time of his death.
William also served as 

chief counsel in Assembly-
man Mark Gjonaj’s office in 
the late 2000s and early 2010s 
and was one of the activists 
that oversaw the first phase 
of reconstruction of Pelham 
Parkway last year.

“This is the loss of a dear 
friend and a confidant who 
left us way too soon - he was 
as close to a family member 
as someone could be without 
being related by blood,” said 
Assemblyman Mark Gjonaj. 
“William (Madonna) was a 
such a personable, profes-
sional and generous people 
who had so much good will in 
his heart.”

“His loss is heartbreaking 
and there is certainly an emp-
tiness and a void in all of our 
hearts,” Gjonaj added. “This 
is one of the most difficult sit-
uations that I’ve ever had to 

deal with in my life.”
“He was my mentor, he was 

my confidant - he was my ev-
erything,” said Karen Delvec-
chio, William Madonna’s 
niece, who learned from Wil-
liam when she was starting 
up her own law firm. “Even 
though he wasn’t from the 
Bronx - it was as if he was an 
honorary member of this bor-
ough because of all that he 
did for the community. I can’t 
even begin to express how 
much he will be missed.”

Countless community ac-
tivists, including Morris Park 
resident George Zulch, are 
proposing that a stretch of 
Pelham Parkway be co-named 
‘William Madonna Way’, 
which would also include the 
planting of a tree and the in-
stallment of a plaque in his re-
membrance.

The cause of Madonna’s 
death is still unknown.

The wake was held at 
Schuyler Hill Funeral Home 
on Tuesday, June 13, and 
Wednesday, June 14.

The funeral service took 
place at St. Frances de Chan-
tal’s Church, 190 Hollywood 
Avenue on Thursday, June 
15.

William is survived by his 
sons Matthew and Eric, his 
parents Phyllis and Nicho-
las, and his siblings Susanne, 
Joan and Robert, along with 
several nieces and nephews.
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To apply: Please email your resume to employment@hfhnyc.org. Indicate the position (custodian or security guard)  
and preferred location (NBX, SBX, or QNS) in the subject line of email.

NOW HIRING

Full-time jobs in south Jamaica, Queens and in north and south Bronx

For more information go to www.hfhnyc.org
We are an equal opportunity employer (eeo) committed to equal treatment of all employees without regard to race, national origin, religion, gender, age, 
sexual orientation, veteran status, physical or mental disability or other basis protected by law.

Duties: Cleaning hallways, lobbies, restrooms, floors, windows, and similar activities.

Qualifications: Ability to reach, bend, stoop, stand for periods of time, and lift reasonably heavy objects.

Duties: Patrolling the interior and exterior areas of building, monitoring the building’s entries and exits, 
maintaining a sign-in log with required identification, enforcing rules and regulations, preparing 
incident reports, learning the fire safety plan and evacuation procedures and assisting in fire drills.

Qualifications: Valid NYS security guard license, current 8-hour certificate and 16-hour certificate.  
Fire Guard (F-2) or Fire Safety Coordinator license a plus.

Custodians
&

Security 
Guards

We are recruiting full-time staff who enjoy working in a family-oriented, residential environment. Jobs are full-time.  
A high school diploma is not required.

We provide a competitive starting salary and benefits including comprehensive health insurance, life insurance, ample  
vacation, holiday, and personal and sick leave.

No fee.
We are a direct employer.

His loss is 
heartbreaking and there 
is certainly an emptiness 

and a void in all of our 
hearts. This is one of the 
most diffi cult situations 
that I’ve ever had to deal 

with in my life.
Mark Gjonaj
Assemblyman

Local advocate William Rivera passed 
away on Friday, June 10. 
 Photo courtesy of Assemblyman Mark Gjonaj’s 
offi ce

Beloved advocate, William 
‘Will’ Madonna passes, 55
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M&T Bank has delivered 

with the opening of its fi rst 
branch in the borough. 

Bank offi cials and rep-
resentatives of the Bronx 
Chamber of Commerce, 
Bronx Overall Economic 
Development Corporation 
and the borough’s business 
and non-profi t communi-
ties gathered recently to 
celebrate the branch open-
ing. 

A ribbon cutting cere-
mony was held on Wednes-
day, June 8 at the branch, 
which opened on Monday, 
May 1 for business and is 
located at 2460 Grand Con-
course next to the IND D 
line. 

Rick Reustle, M&T Bank 
vice-president, said that the 
bank is looking forward to 
being a part of the commu-
nity and building relation-
ships with local residents, 
small businesses and non-
profi ts. 

“We have had a lot of in-
terest from the community 
groups as well as our cus-
tomers,” said Reustle of the 
expansion, adding the bank 
is looking to build deeper 
relationships with those it 
serves. 

The bank vice-president 
said that the retail location 
fi lled a gap because a lot of 
M&T customers work in 
Manhattan and live in the 
borough, and the Bronx 

had been the only part of 
New York City without a M 
& T branch. 

The personnel working 
in 1,500 square foot baking 
center are already part of 
the local neighborhood, he 
said, adding that’s its the 
strategy of M&T to become 
a part of the neighborhood. 

“All of our branch rep-
resentatives live and work 
near the branch, which I 
think is great,” said Re-
ustle. “So our employees 
are a part of the commu-
nity; they live there and 
know it well.” 

He said that the fi rst 
month of operations at the 
branch had gone better 
than expected, with strong 
bank account activity that 
surpassed projections. 

The community has 
been great to M&T, said Re-
ustle.

Branch personnel will 
focus on customer needs, 
from assisting small busi-
nesses and residential 
mortgage lenders, to pro-
viding a variety of services 
from retirement planning 
to insurance. 

The branch manager, 
Bhopal Sewpersaud, is al-
ready teaming up with the 
Bronx Chamber of Com-
merce, said Reustle. 

The Bronx Chamber 
of Commerce’s president, 
Nunzio Del Greco, said, 
“M&T Bank is a new mem-

ber of the Bronx Chamber 
and looks forward to as-
sisting businesses and our 
members. The Bronx con-
tinues to receive excellent 
publicity in the media and 
major publications which 
results in greater interest 
and economic development 
here.” 

Other speakers at the 
grand opening, according 
to attendees, were Marlene 
Cintron of BOEDC and Jim 
Buckley, director of the non-
profi t University Neighbor-
hood Housing Program. 

From the perspective 
of the history of the com-
munity, said Buckley, he 
recalls lean years going 
back to the early 1980s in 
the community, and said it 
was a pleasure to be at the 
opening of a banking facil-
ity looking to expand op-
erations. 

UNHP also operates the 
Northwest Bronx Resource 
Center, which helps local 
community fi le income 
taxes and learn about per-
sonal fi nance, he said. 

Through this program 
UNHP works with ‘un-
banked’ individuals, he 
said. 

The Buffalo-headquar-
tered M&P plans to partner 
with borough-based orga-
nization Arvia to provide 
access to fi nancial literacy 
materials, according to the 
M&T. 

M&T opens fi rst Bronx 
branch on Concourse

M&T Bank on Grand Concourse celebrated its grand opening with a ribbon cutting on Wednesday, June 
7. Photo by Aracelis Batista

BY ARTHUR CUSANO
Two men accused of 

running the Kingsbridge 
grow house that exploded 
last fall killing an FDNY 
captain now face man-
slaughter charges, accord-
ing to the Bronx D.A.’s of-
fi ce. 

Garivaldi Castillo, 32, of 
Manhattan and Julio Sal-
cedo, 34, of the Bronx were 
arrested following a gas 
explosion on Tuesday, Sep-
tember 27 at a multi-family 
home that killed FDNY 
Captain Michael Fahy of 
Yonkers and injured sev-
eral other responders from 
the FDNY and Con Edison.  

“Chief Fahy responded 
to a situation that was a 
catastrophe waiting to hap-
pen,” said District Attor-
ney Darcel Clark. “These 
defendants allegedly were 
growing marijuana, and 
had sealed the windows 
of the building, trapping 
leaking gas. Chief Fahy or-
dered residents out of the 
building-- including one of 
the defendants - and saved 
their lives. When the gas 

exploded, it blew off the 
slate roof and a section of it 
struck and killed him.”

Fahy, 44, was a 17-year 
department member and a 
chief for the FDNY’s 19th 
Battalion. 

A second-generation 
FDNY offi cer, Fahy had left 
a lucrative law career to 
join the FDNY. 

His funeral in his 
Westchester hometown 
drew thousands of fi re-
fi ghters from across the 
tri-state region. 

He left behind a wife and 
three young children.

The men are accused of 
using the home at 300 W. 
234th Street to grow mari-
juana plants using grow 
lights and fertilizer and 
tanks of helium, according 
to the indictment. 

 The early morning blast 
on September 27 not only 
reduced much of the home 
to rubble, but also damaged 
neighboring homes on the 
residential block.

The new indictment 
unsealed Tuesday, June 6, 
charge the men with sec-

ond-degree manslaughter, 
a class C felony.  

It alleges the men are 
guilty of causing Fahy’s 
death by sealing the win-
dows of the building, which 
trapped fl ammable gas in 
the building that led to the 
fatal blast. 

Part of the home’s slate 
roof came down on Fahy, 
causing his fatal injuries, 
the indictment alleges. 

The men are due back in 
court on Tuesday, Septem-
ber 5.

Investigators deter-
mined the explosion was 
caused by a gas main that 
had been tampered with on 
the property. 

The makeshift gas line 
was illegally diverting gas 
into the apartment for use 
in the operation, according 
to police.

Castillo and Salcedo had 
previously been charged 
with fi rst-degree assault, a 
class B violent felony, sec-
ond-degree assault, a class 
D violent felony, and crim-
inal possession of mari-
juana, a class D felony.

Growhouse suspects charged 
with manslaughter

The two men police say are responsible for an explosion that killed FDNY Captain Michael Fahy now 
face manslaughter charges. File photo
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POT of GOLD
Sherbee Antiques is a family-owned business that has been 

serving the tri-state area for over 60 years. 
We buy from the full contents of homes and estates 

to single items. We specialize in high-end goods such as 
antiques, art, fi ne porcelain, lighting, bronzes and sculptures. 

We have particular interest in fi ne jewelry, timepieces, 
diamonds, gold and silver. 

If you call we will come to you, free of charge, and evaluate 
what you are selling. We know the value of your possessions 
and are willing to pay top dollar on the spot. Please feel free 
to call seven days a week for a free same day consultation.

You may be sitting on a large fortune. 
Call Sherbee Antiques. They’ll tell you how much.

CALL TODAY 917-748-7622 OR 718-762-7448 
You’ll be glad you did.

Sherbee  Antiques
Est. 1940

GrowNYC.org/Compost

Recycle@GrowNYC.org

212.788.7964

Drop off fruit & vegetable scraps at convenient 

collections near transit on Friday mornings in The Bronx

138th St & Brook Ave (6:45am - 10:00am) 

149th St & 3rd Ave (7:00am - 10:15am) 

149th St & Grand Concourse (7:15am - 10:15am) 

161st St & River Ave (7:30am - 10:15am)

163rd St, Southern Blvd & Hunts Point Ave (6:30am - 9:45am) 

Burnside & Jerome Aves (7:30am - 10:30am) 

E Tremont Ave & Boston Rd (6:30am - 9:30am) 

E Fordham Rd b/t Webster & 3rd Aves (7:00am - 11:00am) 

E Fordham Rd & Jerome Ave (7:15am - 10:45am) 

More info: GrowNYC.org/Compost or 212.788.7964 

BY PATRICK ROCCHIO
Success Academy has plans 

for a new school in a landmarked 
building. 

The charter school network 
recently announced their inten-
tions of opening a high school in 
the historic Old Bronx Borough 
Courthouse in Melrose.

The building was last used 
as a criminal court four decades 
ago. 

Liberty Square Realty pur-
chased the property from the 
city in 1998, and the structure, 
built between 1905 and 1914, is on 
its way to a new use. 

Success Academy CEO Eva 
Moskowitz said that the space 
would be transformed into a 
“historic house of learning” with 
modern classrooms. 

“Forty years ago, this build-
ing housed prisoners waiting 
for trial,” said Moskowitz in a 
statement, adding “Success is 
quite literally transforming the 
school-to-prison pipeline to a 

school-to-college-and-prosperity 
pipeline.”

Success plans to lease the 
building, which is a nine-story, 
113,000 square foot space, accord-
ing to Success Academy. 

The school will be called Suc-
cess Academy High School of the 
Liberal Arts, and is scheduled 
for a fall of 2018 opening. 

A spokeswoman for Success 
said that the expansion was nec-
essary because the network cur-
rently has only one high school, 
in midtown Manhattan. 

Success Academy currently 
operates six elementary and 
middle schools in the borough, 
she said.

Since the students stick with 
Success for their entire pre-
college education, high school 
space is needed to accommodate 
growth, she said. 

“We have a growing commu-
nity in the Bronx,” she stated. 
“We wanted a dedicated space 
that is convenient and modern.” 

The building is located at 
East 161st Street, Third and 
Brook avenues. 

John Dudley, Community 
Board 3 district manager, said 
that he plans to reach out to the 
organization to have them ad-
dress the board about its plan. 

“It seems good and reward-
ing to hear about plans to have 
a charter school educational in-
stitution,” said Dudley. “I just 
want to hear a little bit more 
about it to see if it sort of ‘fi ts in 
line.’” 

The district manager said he 
was surprised when he learned 
of the proposal recently.

He was obtaining an update 
on the vacant property when he 
discovered the building had been 
repurposed. 

Dudley said the board would 
look into any changes that need 
to be made to accommodate the 
school, which will house more 
than 800 students. 

“I want to see how a school of 

that size would fare; I love the fact 
that they are doing well and are 
successful as a charter school,” 
said the district manager.

Dudley added:  “I would like 
to see the impact of the charter 
school in that area and how it 
would play out.” 

He also said the Success Acad-
emy plan could lead to the pos-
sible creation of a learning hub 

because it is close to Boricua 
College. 

Lloyd Ultan, Bronx County 
Borough Historian,  said that 
the building’s exterior is land-
marked and that it was built in a 
European style with a lot of clas-
sical and Renaissance elements.

“It is monumental in a sense,” 
he said. “It dominates the cor-
ner.” 

Success Academy eyes 
landmark Melrose building

A rendering of the classic courthouse structure as a Success Academy high 
school is pictured here. Photo courtesy of Success Academy
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BY ROBERT WIRSING
A young boy has a new grasp 

on life thanks to a state-of-the-art 
medical device.

Jacobi Medical Center recently 
created a prosthetic arm and hand 
using 3D printing technology for 
its youngest patient yet.

Born without forearms or 
hands, three-year-old Isaac Cruz is 
adjusting well to his artifi cial ap-
pendage dubbed ‘Mano,’ meaning 
‘hand’ in Spanish.

Cruz’s arms were stunted in 
utero due to congenital amniotic 
bands.

Amniotic band syndrome is a 
rare condition caused by strands 
of the amniotic sac which separate 
and entangle digits, limbs or other 
parts of the fetus.

Jacobi plastic surgeon and burn 
fellow Dr. Cesar Colasante mea-
sured Cruz for the device via mea-
suring tape and photogrammetry 
scanners.

Using the measurements, he 
custom-designed a prosthesis us-
ing CAD/CAM software, imported 
Cruz’s scan and modeled the parts 
in contact with the youngster to be 
a perfect fi t. 3D printing molds nar-
row plastic pieces together creat-
ing a three dimensional image to 
the specifi cations created in a com-

puter model.
“This is probably the fi rst one 

like this made for such a young pa-
tient,” remarked Dr. Colasante.

Cruz’s attending physician, Dr. 
Ralph Liebling, chief of Plastic and 
Reconstructive Surgery at Jacobi, 
supervised the work.

Since reimbursement mod-
els for 3D printed prosthetics are 
not yet established, Dr. Colasante 
paid out of pocket for wires, elas-
tics, screws, a harness and spool of 
polylactic acid for two versions of 
the prosthetic.

Dr. Colasante and Dr. Andrew 
Peredo labored evenings and week-
ends designing and constructing 
Mano.

Several sessions were required 
to fi t and adjust the device for 
Cruz’s preference.

The system allows Cruz to close 
the prosthetic hand by utilizing 
one arm to position the artifi cial 
appendage while the other pulls a 
trigger to grasp items.

An earlier model required 
bringing his shoulders forward to 
pull a wire extending from Cruz’s 
shoulders attached to a back har-
ness in order to grab objects.

The elastic bands on this ver-
sion provided more resistance 
than necessary.

Doctors noticed Cruz instinc-
tively attempting to activate the 
grip using his other arm, however 
the device was not designed for 
that purpose.

Dr. Colasante returned to the 
drawing board to make Mano 
work as how Cruz wanted. Weeks 
after receiving the newest model, 
Cruz’s father, Alan said his son has 
become accustomed to the colorful 
device which he proudly displays 
to his friends.

“Dr. Colasante really helped 
Isaac with creating this device,” 
expressed Alan. “This arm has 
helped Isaac a great deal with his 
everyday tasks.”

Doctors estimate Cruz will out-
grow Mano in six months to a year, 
but since he is pioneering this de-
vice it’s unknown how many times 
Mano can be recalibrated before 
upgrading to a newer model. For 
Cruz’s other arm, Dr. Colasante is 
designing a myoelectric prosthetic 
which senses muscle contractions 
to send a signal to a computer 
board driving a motor to close the 
hand.

Approximately 20 Jacobi pa-
tients have received 3D printed 
prosthetics since the hospital pio-
neered the innovative process in 
2015.

Jacobi 3D prints child’s arm 

Issac Cruz’s new prosthetic hand ‘Mano’ was created using 3D printing technology 
and custom-designed to fi t his upper arm. 
 Photo courtesy of Jacobi Medical Center

against and one abstention. 
The young women who 

would live in the home have 
‘aged out’ of out-of state special-
ized schools, according to UPS.

Martin Prince, CB 10 chair-
man, was one of the members 
who voted in favor, saying af-
terwards that he does not feel 
the area is oversaturated with 
facilities, the only criteria he 
understands can be used by 
law to reject the siting.

 He would like to establish a 
good relationship with the or-
ganization, which would likely 
be a neighbor. 

“If it were a family member 
of mine, I would want compas-
sion,” he said of the women who 
would live at the home. 

He said that the board’s vote 
would be communicated as re-
corded. 

Gabriela Panagiosoulis, who 
lives across the street from the 
proposed facility, gathered peti-
tion signatures from neighbors 
who are opposed. 

She said that the community 
is not opposed to the home, but 

only the location.
Neighbors received a letter 

from CB 10 dated Wednesday, 
May 24 informing them of a 
40-day period that CB 10 had to 
comment on the plan, she said. 

She said she hopes the com-
munity board could come up 
with a better location, possi-
bly on a two-way, less isolated 
street where there would be 
more room to access the facil-
ity. 

“It is certainly not the ideal 
location,” said Mary Jane Mu-
sano, Waterbury-LaSalle Com-
munity Association board 
member, agreeing with the 
parking concerns. 

Musano said that she has 
several concerns about the 
proposal, including UPS pay-
ing more for the house, listed 
as $699,000 in a real estate ad-
vertisement, than recent sale 
prices for similar houses in the 
community. 

Some of her other concerns 
include the fact the block, 
which runs between Bruckner 
Boulevard and Balcom Avenue, 
is narrow and the group home 

would need to park a van on 
the street to get the residents 
to and from programming, po-
tentially creating a hazard. 

Board members at the meet-
ing were also concerned about 
a possible low water table 
where the house is located. 

“If this organization 
blindly goes ahead and pur-
chases this house it will prove 
that they are irresponsible,” 
said Andrew Chricio, WLCA 
board member, who believes 
a better location should be 
found. 

In a statement, Yvette Bris-
sett-Andre, UPS executive di-
rector, said, “Our newly pro-
posed residence for six women 
with developmental disabili-
ties is our newest award from 
the Offi ce for Persons With 
Developmental Disabilities 
and will serve as a stepping 
stone to further their indepen-
dence,” she said. 

The 26-year-old organiza-
tion was recently awarded the 
2017 Best of the Bronx Award 
from the Bronx Chamber of 
Commerce, she said.

People living in housing run by Unique People Services testifi ed at a Community 
Board 10 public hearing on a proposed group home at 2717 Gifford Avenue on 
Tuesday, June 13. Community News Group / Patrick Rocchio

Resistance builds to WBLS group home plan 
from Page 1
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BRIDAL FASHION
BRIDAL CENTER
7233 Amboy Road, Staten Island, (718) 227-8647
www.alwaysabridesmaidboutique.com

BRIDAL STYLES BOUTIQUE
905 Ave. U, Brooklyn, (718) 339–3222
www.bridalstylesboutique.com

MONEY SAVER SHOES INC.
Specializing Wide Widths, Dyeable & Evening Shoes
2098 Flatbush Ave., Brooklyn, (718) 258-0171

ULTIMATE FASHIONS
4255 Amboy Rd, SI, NY 10308  (718) 605-3274
316 Woodbridge Center Drive, Woodbridge, NJ 07095
(732) 750-1174, ultfash@optonline.net  
Staten Island Mall
Lower Level, Macy’s Wing Staten Island New York 10314 (718) 
370-2984, www.ultfash.com

TUXEDOS
TUXEDO WORLD OF STATEN ISLAND
2791 Richmond Ave #6, SI, NY 10314
(718) 698-4859, www.tuxedoworldsi.com

CATERING & VENUES
ADRIA HOTEL & CONFERENCE CENTER
221-17 Northern Boulevard, Bayside, NY 11361
(718) 631-5900, www.adriahotelny.com

ATLAS STEAKHOUSE
943 Coney Island Avenue, off  18th Ave., Brooklyn, NY
(646) 494-7227, www.AtlasSteak.com

BAY RIDGE MANOR
476 76th St., Brooklyn, (718) 748-8855
www.bayridgemanor.com

BAYSIDE HISTORICAL SOCIETY
208 Totten Ave - Fort Totten, Bayside, NY 11359, 
(718) 352-1548, www.baysidehistorical.org/rentals.html

BUCKLEY’S
2926 Ave. S, Brooklyn
(718) 998-4222, www.buckleyscaterers.com

DYKER BEACH GOLF COURSE
86th Street and 7th Avenue, Brooklyn, NY 11228
(718) 836–9722 x 1 or privateeventdirector@dykerbeachgc
www.dykerbeachgc.com

EDIBLE ARRANGEMENTS
133-22 Springfi eld Blvd. (718) 528-3344
158-18 Cross Bay Blvd. (718) 848-3344
1357 Fulton St. (718) 622-3344
1557 Ralph Ave. (718) 451-3344
www.ediblearrangements.com/stores/StoreLocator.aspx

GLEN TERRACE
5313 Ave. N, Brooklyn (718) 252-4614

GRAND OAKS COUNTRY CLUB
200 Huguenot Ave., Staten Island
(718) 356–2771, www.grandoaksnyc.com

GRAND PROSPECT HALL
263 Prospect Ave., Brooklyn (718) 788-0777
www.grandprospecthall.com

GREENHOUSE CAFE
7717 Third Ave., Brooklyn (718) 833-8200
www.greenhousecafe.com

IL FORNETTO
2902 Emmons Ave. in Brooklyn, (718) 332-8494
www.ilFornettoRestaurant.com

KENNEDY’S BREEZY POINT
406 Bayside, Rockaway Point, NY 11697
(718) 945-0202, www.kennedysbreezypoint.com

MARBELLA RESTAURANT
220-33 Northern Blvd., Bayside, NY 11361
(718) 423-0100, www.marbella-restaurant.com

NICK’S LOBSTER HOUSE
2777 Flatbush Ave, Brooklyn, NY 11234, (718) 253-7117

PARADISE CATERING HALL
51 Avenue U, Brooklyn, NY 11223
(718) 372-4352, www.theparadisecateringhall.com

THE PEARL ROOM
8518 - 3rd Avenue, Brooklyn, NY 11209
(718) 833-6666, www.pearlroombklyn.com

PELHAM BAY & SPLIT ROCK GOLF COURSE
870 Shore Road, Bronx, NY 10464, (718) 885-1258 x224 or  
privateeventdirector@pelhamsplitrock
http://www.pelhamsplitrock.com

QUEENS BOTANICAL GARDEN
43-50 Main St, Flushing, NY 11355 (718) 886-3800 x201
www.queensbotanical.org/weddingsandevents

SCHNITZEL HAUS
7319 5th Avenue, Bay Ridge, NY 11029
(718) 836-5600, www.schnitzelhausny.com

SIRICO’S CATERERS
8015-23 13th Ave., Brooklyn, (718) 331-2900,
www.siricoscaterers.net

TERRACE ON THE PARK
52-11 111 Street, Flushing, NY 11368, (718) 592-5000,
www.terraceonthepark.com

THE VANDERBILT AT SOUTH BEACH
300 Father Capodanno Blvd., Staten Island
(718) 447-0800, www.vanderbiltsouthbeach.com

LODGING
ADRIA HOTEL AND CONFERENCE CENTER
221-17 Northern Boulevard, Bayside, NY 11361
www.adriahotelny.com, (800) 272-3742

ENTERTAINMENT
AMAZING BOTTLE DANCERS
(800) 716-0556, pasproductions@yahoo.com 
www.bottledancers.com

E-SQUARED PRODUCTIONS/
360 ENTERTAINMENT
4308 Richmond Ave. in Staten Island or 1665 Bath Ave. in 
Brooklyn, (718) 227–3235, www.e2dj.com

FAVORS & INVITATIONS
UNFORGETTABLE EVENTS
2049 Flatbush Ave in Brooklyn, (718) 377-4535,

FLORISTS
FLORAL FANTASY
3031 Quentin Rd. in Brooklyn, (718) 998-7060 or
(800) 566–8380, www.fl oralfantasyny.com

HENRY’S FLORIST
8103 Fifth Ave. in Brooklyn
(800) 543-6797 or (718) 238–3838, 
www.henrysfl oristweddingevents.com

MARINE FLORIST AND DECORATORS
1995 Flatbush Ave. in Brooklyn, 
(800) 447-6730 or (718) 338-3600, 
www.marinefl orists.com

JEWELRY
BENNY’S JEWELRY
89-02 165th Street, Suite B-1, Jamaica, NY 11432
(718) 526-4613, www.bennyny.com

BOBBY’S JEWELERS DIAMOND SPECIALIST
514 - 81 Street, Brooklyn, NY, 11209
(718) 745-1725

LIMOUSINE SERVICES
MILA LIMOUSINE CORPORATION
(718) 232-8973, www.milalimo.com

ROMANTIQUE/DOUBLE DIAMOND LIMOUSINES
1421-86 Street, Brooklyn (718) 351-7273
2041-Hylan Blvd., Staten island (718) 351-7273
www.rddlimos.com

SERGI’S PARTY LIMO
171-15A Northern Blvd, Queens, NY 11358
(718) 353-5466, (212) 682-4040, (516) 489-4040
Toll Free: (888) 546-6134, (888) limo-134
Fax: (718) 353-5499, info@sergislimo.com
www.sergislimo.com

VIP LIMOS SVC
(516) 488-LIMO(5466), 
www.viplimosvc.com

PHOTOGRAPHY & VIDEO
FANTASY PHOTOGRAPHY
3031 Quentin Rd., Brooklyn (718) 998-0949
www.fantasyphotographyandvideo.com

GLAMOUR ME PHOTO & VIDEO
104-12 111th St., South Richmond Hill, (888) 400-2738 or (718) 
504–1970, www.glamourmestudio.com

ONE FINE DAY PHOTOGRAPHERS
459 Pacifi c St., Massapequa Park (516) 690–1320
www.onefi nedayphotographers.com

SALONS
AF BENNETT SALON
350 New Dorp Lane, Staten Island NY 10306
(718) 979-9000 www.afbennett.com

PILO ARTS SALON
8412 3 Ave, Brooklyn (718) 748–7411  www.piloarts.com

SERVICES
JOSEPH LICHTER, D.D.S.
1420 Ave. P in Brooklyn, (718) 339-7878,
www.josephlichterdds.com

OMNI DENTAL CARE
313 Kings Hwy. in Brooklyn, (718) 376-8656
www.omnidentalcare.com

THE VEIN CENTER OF THE VASCULAR INSTITUTE 
OF NY
Dr. Natalie Marks
960 - 50 Street, Brooklyn, NY 11219  
(718) 438-0067
www.vascularnyc.com

TRAVEL
JO-LYN TRAVEL AGENCY
7505-15th Avenue, Brooklyn, NY 11219
(718) 232-3139, jolyntravel@aol.com

WEDDING EXPOS
BOSCO’S WEDDING EXPO
www.cl.boscoweddings.com

BRIDAL AFFAIR
(718) 317–9701, www.bridalaff air.com

GREAT BRIDAL EXTRAVAGANZA
North Babylon, NY 11703, 631-667-EXPO (3976)
www.greatbridalextravaganza.com

TO BE INCLUDED IN THIS DIRECTORY CALL (718) 260–2500


