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Narco Freedom pleads guilty to Medicaid fraud

BY STEVEN GOODSTEIN
An upcoming develop-

ment in Pelham Bay is mov-
ing along.

Last week, permits were 
fi led for 3250 Westchester Av-
enue, which is currently the 
location of the Pelham Bay 
Professional Center, a mixed-
use property consiting of two 
separate structures, which 
includes retail and medical 
offi ces.

In partnership with the 
Brooklyn-based real estate 
developer Marcal Group, 
Rester USA will soon begin 
developing a 10-story offi ce 
building, with the fi rst two 
fl oors being designated for 
retail/commercial and the 
remainder to medical ten-
ants.

In total, the new facil-
ity will incorporate about 

110,000 square feet and will 
dwarf the surrounding com-
munity.

The property’s current 
90 parking spaces will be 
doubled to 180 spots as well, 
through the addition of un-
derground parking to the 
site.

The 1.77-acre property 
bordered by Westchester 
Avenue, Bruckner Boule-
vard and Wilkinson Avenue, 
which boasts over 700 feet 
of untapped prime frontage, 
is expected to enter the be-
ginning of the construction 
phase in a few months, after 
the architectural plans have 
been approved.

Construction of the de-
velopment will take approxi-
mately two and a half years 
to complete, according to 
Rester USA.

“Having medical space 
in this particular area will 
be tremendously benefi cial 
for everyone, ,” said Ira Sax, 
head of Rester USA. “With a 
facility within close proxim-
ity to public transportation, 
this location is ideal for the 
local residents and it is sure 
to produce hundreds of job 
opportunities.”

The two-story, 76,529 
square-foot building was sold 
by the private real estate in-
vestment fi rm Hampshire 
Companies to real estate in-
vestment fi rm Rester USA, 
LP, which is a division of 
Montreal-based Rester Man-
agement, in November 2016 
for approximately $33 mil-
lion.

Medical tenants currently 
operating at the Pelham Bay 

Bronxites satisfi ed their craving for summer fun at the time hon-
ored Our Lady of Mount Carmel Church’s Feast of St. Anthony on 
Sunday, June 11 at East 187th Street and Arthur Avenue.  Cassan-
dra Rodriguez took aim at the Sooper Shooter game.   
               Photo by Laura Stone

BY STEVEN GOODSTEIN
Narco Freedom is no longer 

operating clinical and housing 
programs in the Bronx after an 
insurance scam unraveled last 
year.

Now that Narco Freedom 
trustee Alan Nisselson re-
cently pleaded guilty to the or-
ganization stealing millions of 
dollars from Medicaid, the ten 
former Bronx Narco Freedom 
locations have found new spon-
sors.

According to Narco Free-
dom’s website, “Narco Freedom 
is no longer operating clinical 
and housing programs”, part of 
a message which is dated Sep-

tember 22, 2015.
The message also says that 

Narco Freedom has “transi-
tioned its clinical programs in 
the Bronx to the non-profi t al-
cohol and drug treatment or-
ganization Samaritan Village” 
- which is now known as Sa-
maritan Daytop Village. 

“Narco Freedom operated a 
years-long criminal enterprise 
that ripped off taxpayers and 
took advantage of those in need 
of substance abuse treatment,” 
said NYS Attorney General 
Eric Schneiderman. “Using 
Medicaid to further one’s bot-
tom line at the expense of those 
who are struggling with abuse 

or addiction is shameful.”
Two weeks ago, Narco Free-

dom pled guilty to one count of 
enterprise corruption, three 
counts of grand larceny in the 
fi rst degree and two counts 
of offering a false instrument 
for fi ling in the fi rst degree in 
Bronx County Courthouse.

In March 2015, AG Schnei-
derman’s Medicaid Fraud Con-
trol Unit charged Narco Free-
dom and many of its executives 
with ‘operating a criminal 
organization that defrauded 
Medicaid (of $27 million) and 
syphoned funds meant for its 



BRONX TIMES REPORTER, JUNE 16-22, 20172    BTR

Visit Our NEW Web-Site: www.reliablebronxdentist.com
Go To Our Blog To See Our Weekly Specials! 

Vist Our New Web-ite: www.reliablebronxdentist.com
For More Information Visit Us At 

www.bronxdentistny.com

(718) 547-5280
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At Bronx Plastic Surgery, Dr. Robert Goldstein and Dr. Heather Erhard
are committed to enhancing and restoring your natural beauty with the latest
surgical advancements and plastic surgery techniques. At Bronx Plastic Surgery,
we also provide the latest options and techniques in reconstructive surgery.

Schedule your appointment today ... and experience the youthful,
life changing effects of cosmetic surgery!

A POSITIVE EXPERIENCE
We have built a foundation of trust with our patients by treating them as special individuals. Our practice 
puts patients first, providing a positive experience through personalized care to make each consultation 
and procedure as pleasant and comfortable as possible. Read more about our patients positive experiences.

HIGH STANDARDS
Through comprehensive treatment planning and a standard ofv excellence in personalized patient care, Bronx 
Plastic Surgery provides patients with the quality plastic surgery and cosmetic procedures they deserve.

EDUCATION & EXPERIENCE
Dr. Goldstein and Dr. Erhard strive to stay current on the latest standards and surgical techniques as they 
believe that the best plastic surgery procedure outcomes are a result of education and experience. We 
know that you have placed a great deal of confidence in us to provide a positive surgical experience and 
the outcome you desire, which is why we review your medical history, current health, and expectation and 
motivation for electing any cosmetic procedure before we will agree to perform a procedure.

We are Board Certified Plastic Surgeons this is our area of specialty.  
We our devoted to the education and practice of Plastic Surgery and Reconstructive Surgery.

drgoldstein@bronxplasticsurgery.com | drerhard@bronxplasticsurgery.com | Financing Available 

2425 Eastchester Road
Bronx, NY  10469

Phone: 718-405-7500
www.bronxplasticsurgery.com

BREAST
AUGMENTATION
Including Implants,
Facility Fee and Anesthesia.

$6,800

Botox $11/unit, 2 
syringes of VOLUMA, 
and one area of Botox

TUCK
Including Facility Fee 
and Anesthesia.

$7,000 $1,600
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Live in a world 
where everyone 
acts fast when 
they smell gas.

Smell gas? Leave the area 
immediately and call 911 or 
1-800-75-CONED (26633). 
Don’t expect someone  
else to make the call.   
conEd.com/GasSafety

People living in housing run by Unique People Services testifi ed at a 
Community Board 10 public hearing on a proposed group home at 2717 
Gifford Avenue on Tuesday, June 13. Community News Group / Patrick Rocchio

BY PATRICK ROCCHIO
A group home proposal in 

Waterbury-LaSalle is getting 
some community resistance.

Unique People Services’ 
proposal to open a group home 
for six developmentally dis-
abled young women at 2717 
Gifford Avenue ran into resis-
tance at a Community Board 
10 hearing on Tuesday, June 
13. 

Board members questioned 
the Woodlawn-based group on 
their proposal, citing issues 
including an overall short-
age of street parking near the 
house and the lack of onsite 
parking. 

Several board members 
urged UPS to look for an al-
ternate location within CB 10, 
with several offering to help 
fi nd one, though the organiza-
tion’s representatives said it is 
already far along in the siting 
process. 

CB 10 members voted 
overwhelmingly against the 
proposal, with four in favor, 
17 against and one absten-
tion. 

The young women who 
would live in the home have 
‘aged out’ of out-of state spe-
cialized schools, according to 

Resistance builds to WBLS group home plan 
UPS.

Martin Prince, CB 10 chair-
man, was one of the members 
who voted in favor, saying af-
terwards that he does not feel 
the area is oversaturated with 
facilities, the only criteria he 
understands can be used by 
law to reject the siting.

 He would like to establish 
a good relationship with the 
organization, which would 
likely be a neighbor. 

“If it were a family member 
of mine, I would want compas-
sion,” he said of the women 
who would live at the home. 

He said that the board’s 
vote would be communicated 
as recorded. 

Gabriela Panagiosoulis, 
who lives across the street 
from the proposed facility, 
gathered petition signatures 
from neighbors who are op-
posed. 

She said that the com-
munity is not opposed to the 
home, but only the location.

Neighbors received a letter 
from CB 10 dated Wednesday, 
May 24 informing them of a 
40-day period that CB 10 had 
to comment on the plan, she 
said. 

She said she hopes the com-

munity board could come up 
with a better location, possi-
bly on a two-way, less isolated 
street where there would be 
more room to access the facil-
ity. 

“It is certainly not the ideal 
location,” said Mary Jane Mu-
sano, Waterbury-LaSalle Com-
munity Association board 
member, agreeing with the 
parking concerns. 

Musano said that she has 
several concerns about the 
proposal, including UPS pay-
ing more for the house, listed 
as $699,000 in a real estate ad-
vertisement, than recent sale 
prices for similar houses in 
the community. 

Some of her other concerns 
include the fact the block, 
which runs between Bruck-
ner Boulevard and Balcom Av-
enue, is narrow and the group 
home would need to park a 
van on the street to get the res-
idents to and from program-
ming, potentially creating a 
hazard. 

Board members at the 
meeting were also concerned 
about a possible low water ta-
ble where the house is located. 

“If this organization 
blindly goes ahead and pur-

chases this house it will prove 
that they are irresponsible,” 
said Andrew Chricio, WLCA 
board member, who believes 
a better location should be 
found. 

In a statement, Yvette Bris-
sett-Andre, UPS executive di-
rector, said, “Our newly pro-
posed residence for six women 
with developmental disabili-

ties is our newest award from 
the Offi ce for Persons With 
Developmental Disabilities 
and will serve as a stepping 
stone to further their indepen-
dence,” she said. 

The 26-year-old organiza-
tion was recently awarded the 
2017 Best of the Bronx Award 
from the Bronx Chamber of 
Commerce, she said.
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the TRUTH about

Mary Travis Bassett, MD, MPH
Commissioner of the NYC Department of Health 
and Mental Hygiene

Phillip Gardiner, DrPH
Co-Chair, African American Tobacco Control 
Leadership Council

Cianti A. Stewart-Reid
Vice President of Campaigns, Community and 
Youth Engagement, Truth Initiative

When &
Where

June 22, 2017 | 8:30AM
American Cancer Society
132 West 32nd Street
New York, NY

Featured
Speakers

A  H A Z A R D  I N  O U R  C O M M U N I T I E S
MENTHOL

Made possible with funding from the Centers for Disease Control and Prevention.
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BY STEVEN GOODSTEIN
When you think of the 

Bronx - what is one of the fi rst 
thoughts that pops into your 
head? Hopefully Hip Hop!

On Thursday, June 8, the 
fi rst ever Global Hip Hop Day 
block party was hosted at Ce-
dar Playground, 1890 Cedar 
Avenue, to celebrate the his-
tory of hip hop culture in the 
Bronx - and its impact across 
the world.

Notable Hip Hop artists in 
attendance included Kid Capri, 
Fat Joe, Remy Ma, Slick Rick 
and Doug E. Fresh, among oth-
ers.

Music for the event, which 
included many songs from the 
1970s and ‘80s that eventually 
became hip hop samples, was 
provided by Hot 97’s DJ Enuff, 
Funk Flex, DJ Camilo and Ka-
stone.

Cedar Playground neigh-
bors 1889 Sedgwick Avenue, 
which overlooks the park. 

Many of those who lived at 
1889 Sedgwick Avenue in the 
‘70s and ‘80s can recall look-
ing down at the park from their 
apartments and see DJs host-
ing parties and playing Hip 
Hop music.

Hip hop music is believed to 

Global Hip Hop Day celebrated at Cedar Playground
have originated at 1520 Sedg-
wick Avenue in August 1973, 
where Clive Campbell, also 
known as DJ Kool Herc, spun 
turntables during his sister 
Cindy’s back-to-school, birth-
day party.

As part of the Global Hip 
Hop Day celebration, a portion 
of Sedgwick Avenue (from De-
pot Place), was rechristened as 
‘Hip Hop Boulevard’, after the 
City Council recently approved 
the street co-naming in Febru-
ary 2016.

The free event, which was 
open to the public, was hosted 
in partnership with Apple Mu-
sic, Hot 97, NYC Media & En-
tertainment, Councilwoman 
Vanessa Gibson and Borough 
President Ruben Diaz, Jr.

The event also received sup-
port from organizations the 
Universal Hip Hop Museum, 
Generation Hip Hop, the Bul-
Lion Foundation as well as 
Windows of Hip Hop.

“The Bronx is an iconic, in-
ternationally renowned hip hop 
destination, and it is the home 
of a rebellious and innovative 
musical art form that has, over 
several generations, become a 
worldwide powerhouse,” said 
Diaz. “It’s great to see so many 

Elected offi cials, community leaders, hip hop artists and fans gathered for the Global Hip Hop Day block party, 
which included the rechristening of Sedgwick Avenue being co-named ‘Hip Hop Boulevard’. 
 Photo courtesy of Councilwoman Vanessa Gibson’s offi ce

generations of artists, who not 
only have paved the way but 
also made powerful contribu-
tions in the arts and society, 
come together to celebrate and 
honor this music and culture. 
“It’s as if I died and went to Hip 

Hop Heaven.”
“Who here loves the Bronx?! 

Who here loves Hip Hop?!” 
asked Councilwoman Gibson. 
“This is a great event and the 
perfect place for us to honor the 
neighborhood where hip hop 

music and culture was origi-
nated.”

“On behalf of (WoHH), 
we’re honored to witness hip 
hop history!” said Melissa Li-

Continued on page 14
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10% LESS
Cannot be used on sales items or already discounted 

prices. With this coupon ONLY. Cannot combine offers. 
Expires June 30, 2017

Checks & Major Credit Cards Accepted. Hours: Monday - Friday  7:30 am to 5 pm, Saturday 7:30am to 3pm

We have been a local lumber yard & hardware store for over 50 years, serving our community, with a wide variety of building materials 
that have been available & that are now available. This provides us a lot of experience to assist you in selecting the proper products 

for your repair or renovation job. Whether you are a contractor or a do-it yourselfer, we have the supplies for you.
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Hello readers and welcome to an-
other edition of Around Town. 

Graduation 

Congratulations to our grandson, 
Justin Michael Pereira, our buddy, 
and our inspiration on your gradua-
tion on Friday, June 23.  You will begin 
a new and exciting journey. We wish 
you all the happiness and success in the 
world.  

Justin Michael Pereira

James Dean Hondros

We are extremely proud of you and so 
pleased that you have fi lled the past six 
years at P.S. 14 with cherished memo-
ries.   Always remember this: never run 
away from fear. Fear sharpens you. It 
challenges you and it makes you stron-
ger.  If you run away from fear, you also 
run away from the opportunity to be 
your best possible self!   Enjoy life!  Love, 
Nana, Papa, Titi Bree & Grandma 
Merc.   

Graduation/Birthday 

Happy sixth birthday and kinder-
garten graduation to James Dean 

Hondros, the son of Liza Campoamor-
Hondros and Deno Hondros of North 
Carolina. He is grandson of Lydia 
Campoamor of the borough. 

We can’t wait to see what your future 
holds.  

Airman Graduates 

Airman First Class Christopher 

Kocovic received an Associate’s De-
gree from The Community College of 
the Air Force on Monday, May 22. 

Airman Kocovic, 22, is the son of 
Mr. and Mrs. Llubo Kocovic, of Li-
brary Avenue in Country Club. 

He turns 23-years-old on Tuesday, 
July 18. 

His is a 2013 graduate of Cardi-
nal Spellman High School, where he 
played lacrosse and football. 

Airman Kocovic joined the U.S. Air 
Force in summer 2014. 

Airman First Class Christopher Kocovic 
graduates

Darwin Contreras

He is an aerospace ground techni-
cian at Edwards Air Force Base in Cal-
ifornia. 

He visited the borough in late April 
when he was a sponsor at his sister 
Sarah’s confi rmation at Our Lady of 
the Assumption.

Congratulations to Inner-City 

Scholarship Winners

Congratulations to Melvin Ortega 
and Darwin Contreras, both from the 
borough, on being named Inner-City 
Scholarship Fund award winners. 

Melvin graduated from St. Marga-
ret Mary Grammar School in Mount 
Hope in 2013.  

He is salutatorian at All Hallows 
High School this year. 

He was accepted to Hunter College, 
Fordham University and Manhattan 
College. 

He plans on being a History major 
in college. 

Melvin is a member of the National 
Honor Society, and has participated 
in conferences, including the Albert 
Schweitzer Leadership for Life Confer-
ence in Ireland. 

Darwin graduated from Christ the 
King Grammar School in Mount Eden 
in 2013. 

He graduated from All Hallows 
High School this year and ranked 
eighth out of 129 graduating seniors 
with a GPA of 92.58. 

He was accepted George Washing-
ton University, SUNY New Paltz and 
Holy Cross College. 

He plans on seeking a college de-
gree in International Relations. 

Darwin was one of three young men 
who gave student keynote addresses at 
the Inner-City Scholarship Fund gala 
in December 2015.

Melvin Ortega
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 BAY   PLAZA 
Gift Ideas For Dad
Gift Cards . Clothing . Movies 

Sneakers . Electronics 
Restaurant Gift Certificates

Celebrate Dad

AMC Bay Plaza 13,  Basic Footwear, DXL,
 P.C. Richards & Sons, Modells, Red Lobster

Over 70 Stores, Services & Restaurants

bayplazany.com

2100 Bartow Ave Bronx NY 10475 • Next To The Mall at Bay Plaza
Conveniently located off Hutchinson River Parkway & I – 95
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DRIVE-BY SHOOTING IN THROGGS NECK

FATAL SHOOTING IN WEST FARMSPRAYER VIGIL FOR VICTIM OF GUN VIOLANCE

Police are investigating a drive-by shooting in Throggs Neck. According to a NYPD 
spokesman, 45th Precinct police offi cers responded on Sunday, June 4 at 11 p.m. 
to a shooting at East Tremont and Philip avenues. A man was shot in the hand by a 
gunman who fl ed the scene in a white vehicle. The man was removed from the scene 
conscious and alert to receive medical treatment for his injury. No arrests were 
made in this ongoing investigation. Anyone with information is asked to call Crime 
Stoppers at (800) 577-TIPS. All calls are kept strictly confi dential.
        Photo by Aracelis Batista

A prayer vigil was held for a young victim of gun violence. A United Anti-Violence 
Candlelight Prayer Walk was held on Friday, June 9 at East 167th Street and Wash-
ington Avenue in support of fi ve-year-old Jaheem Hunter. Hunter was struck in the 
head on Monday, June 5 around 5 p.m. at East 167th Street and Washington Avenue 
by a stray bullet. Police said the gunman got into a dispute with another man before 
opening fi re. The bullets missed the man, but one struck Hunter. Police arrested 
Michael Quiles, 27, and charged him with attempted murder. Hunter is recovering at 
New York-Presbyterian Hospital Columbia.     Photo by Aracelis Batista

Police are searching for the gunman responsible for a fatal shooting last week in 
West Farms. According to police, Joshua Lopez, 24, was fatally shot on Friday, June 
9 around 10:20 p.m. in front of Supreme Clientele Beauty Salon on 1135 E. Tremont 
Avenue. Lopez was rushed to Jacobi Medical Center with a gunshot wound to the 
chest, but succumbed to his injuries. No arrests have been made in this ongoing 
investigation. 

Anyone with information is asked to call Crime Stoppers at 577-TIPS. All calls are 
kept strictly confi dential.             Photo by Edwin Soto

42 Precinct
Thursday, May 25 at 3:50 p.m.  -- Cops re-

ceived a report of a robbery of a 17-year-old woman 
near East 174th Street and Hoe Avenue. An Hispanic 
woman with muticolored hair struck-up a conversa-
tion with the victim before taking a red iPhone from her 
pocket and fleeing. The woman was last seen wearing 
a gray shirt, a black jacket and dark leggings.  

44 Precinct 
Sunday, May 20 at 10:25 p.m.  -- A shooting 

was reported to cops as having taken place near East 
161st Street and Morris Avenue. An individual de-
scribed as a man with a slim build engaged the victim, 
an 18-year-old man, in a conversation. Then he shot 
him once in the chest. The person cops are looking for 
was last seen wearing white sneakers, dark colored 
jeans and a black hooded sweater. 

45 Precinct
Monday, March 5 at 2:15 a.m. -- Cops got a re-

port that a white man between the ages of 40-years-

old and 55-years-old attempted to enter a church at 
2730 Bruckner Boulevard by breaking the glass on a 
back-door and reaching inside. Before he could fully 
enter the church, he fled empty-handed. 

48 Precinct
Thursday, June 8 at 4:55 p.m.--  Cops respond-

ed to a 911 call concerning a collision between a car 
and a motorcycle near East 179th Street and Arthur 
Avenue. When they got to the scene, they found a 
47-year-old man who was unresponsive and had a 
trauma to his body. EMS responded and transported 
the man to St. Barnabas Hospital where he was pro-
nounced dead. A preliminary investigation determined 
that the red Yamaha motorcycle was traveling north-
bound on Arthur Avenue when it struck the side of a 
Nissan sedan traveling west on East 179th Street. The 
investigation is ongoing. 

49 Precinct
Tuesday, May 30 at 9:50 a.m. -- Cops made 

anarrest in what was a pattern of three robberies. This 
third one occurred at coffee shop at 2200 White Plains 
Road. The individual approached a 27-year-old wom-
an employee with a gun and demanded money from 
the cash register. The employee complied he reached 
over the counter and took about $300 in cash. 



BRONX TIMES REPORTER, JUNE 16-22, 2017 11  BTR

MKT 17.005

We’ll be here 
tomorrow.

Sign up 
today.

SERVING NEW YORKERS FOR OVER 30 YEARS

During uncertain times, it’s good to know that our staff is 
culturally sensitive, fl uent in more than 40 languages and 
ready to serve over half a million members with a robust 

network of primary care doctors and specialists. We’re here 
today and we’ll be by your side tomorrow. Let’s plan ahead.
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LETTERS TO THE EDITOR
What happens
to Lottery $$?

Dear editor,
Why don’t we ever hear or 

learn about the N.Y. Lottery 
funds? My question pertains 
to the amounts collected and 
its proposed legal uses. For in-
stance, the lottery was allowed 
to exist, so that fi nancial aide 
would be passed on to our pub-
lic school system.

Who is able to answer this 
fi nancial mystery - New York 
City or Albany? How much 
has been allowed to school sys-
tems?

Joseph Malave

No women
were snubbed

(Statement on New York 
Post’s latest editorial on Bronx 
Democratic Party endorse-
ments.) 

We are disappointed in this 
morning’s New York Post edi-
torial alleging that our orga-
nization only “promotes boys’ 
club - not women.” Ensuring 
that we have racial and gen-
der diversity in elected offi ce 
and a government that looks 
like the people that it serves is 
a matter that is deeply impor-
tant to us as an organization. 

While this is defi nitely a 
worthwhile conversation and 
something that we are genu-
inely concerned about, mak-
ing baseless accusations like 
the one promoted in today’s 
op-ed serve no purpose other 
than to malign a community 
that has historically led the 
way in pursuing candidates of 
diverse backgrounds for pub-
lic offi ce and party positions. 
Basing such accusations on 
three term-limited seats, as 
opposed to over a dozen in-
stances proving the opposite, 
is short sighted and using se-
lective information. 

Here are the facts:                                                                                             
Under the current leader-

ship of the Bronx Democratic 
Party, the organization has 
been dedicated to increasing 
diversity and helping to elect 
and appoint women to posi-
tions of power and infl uence. 
The editorial merely glosses 
over the fact that we made his-
tory in 2015 by selecting Dar-
cel Clark as our candidate to 
serve as the fi rst female Bronx 
District Attorney and the fi rst 
African-American woman 

ever to serve as district attor-
ney in the State of New York. 

And in 2016, we had fi ve 
Civil Court and Supreme 
Court vacancies and decided 
to fi ll each vacancy with 
women - Patsy Goldbourne, 
Doris Gonzalez, Bianka Perez, 
and Myrna Soccoro and Mar-
ian Doherty. Each of these 
woman also helped to in-
crease ethnic/racial diversity 
in the Courthouse as women 
of Costa Rican, Puerto Ri-
can, Dominican, and Irish de-
scent who now serve as newly 
minted Civil Court Judges and 
Supreme Court Justices in the 
Bronx County. 

When there was a vacancy 
in the 2nd highest position in 
our executive board in that 
same year, we continued the 
trend and elected to have As-
semblywoman Latoya Joyner 
serve as our County Commit-
tee chair. Within the past two 
years there were four new ap-
pointments to our executive 
board - Mariela Salazar as 
Parliamentarian and Kolaco 
Acqui, Miguelina Camilo, and 
Linda Kemp as vice chairs; 
each and every one appointed 
is a woman of color. 

In this same period, we 

also had the opportunity to 
make appointments to the 
Bronx Democratic Commis-
sioner and Bronx Chief Dem-
ocratic Clerk positions in the 
leadership of the NYC Board 
of Elections where we once 
again chose two women - Ro-
sanna Vargas and Brendaliz 
Candelaria, respectively. 

The op-ed also chose to 
highlight two candidates 
who the author claimed were 
“snubbed.” Each candidate 
sought our endorsement, met 
with our leadership on multi-
ple occasions, and was given 
a clear explanation of the rea-
sons why we chose to not en-
dorse them, none of which had 
anything to do with their gen-
der.

If anyone wants to write an 
editorial on our track record, 
we encourage them to actually 
do the research and look at the 
facts; making these kinds of 
accusations based off of just 
three recent endorsements is 
unfair and fails to look at the 
whole picture. 

Interestingly enough, the 
author of this editorial makes 
this selective analysis today 
but surely had no issues when 
he was the party’s choice over 

Someone may
get injured

Dear editor,
Business owners up in 

City Island are preparing for 
the busy summer season just 
ahead. However, to my knowl-
edge, the persons who started 
that riot in City Island have 
not been caught yet. And, un-
less they are caught soon, they 
may strike again. They all 
seemed to be well rehearsed in 
what they were doing because, 
they all dispersed as soon as 
they heard the police sirens. 

We don!t need that type of 
nonsense happening in City 
Island whether it happens 
during the slow off season or, 
during the busy summer sea-
son. Fun may be fun but this 
was not fun and, the next time 
this riot happens, somebody 
might get hurt.

Joseph P. Wall

 Mayor de Blasio’s hous-
ing policies have been more 
about politics than substance. 
When you separate the myths 
from the facts, Mayor de 
Blasio’s affordable housing 
plan is fi lled with politically 
driven, re-election gimmicks 
that are failing tenants most 
in need. 

Consider that 168,000 
wealthy tenants with annual 
incomes of $100,000-plus oc-
cupy nearly 20% of all rent-
regulated apartments – while 
172,000 poor households with 
annual incomes of less than 
$25,000 can’t get the afford-
able housing they need. So 
who are de Blasio and the so-
called tenant advocates re-
ally protecting? 

Even the Metropolitan 
Council on Housing says that 
de Blasio’s housing program 
will yield a grossly inade-
quate amount of housing for 
the people who need it most.

The mayor claims that 
keeping New Yorkers in their 
homes has been his top prior-
ity, and that his rent freeze 
program accomplishes that. 
The numbers tell a very dif-

a female candidate in 2003 in 
a special election to replace 
former Assemblywoman Glo-
ria Davis, an outgoing female 
elected offi cial.

Bronx Democratic

County Committee

OPED: by Joseph Strasburg 
DeBlasio housing failing tenants most in need

ferent story.
De Blasio’s rent freeze pro-

gram and policies have pro-
duced the highest homeless 
levels in New York City since 
The Great Depression – with 
61,935 New Yorkers, of which 
23,445 are children, currently 
in the city’s shelter system. 

Affordability for All, a co-
alition of tenant groups, says 
at a time of record homeless-
ness, de Blasio’s self-congrat-
ulatory victory lap on afford-
able housing is offensive and 
wrong.

De Blasio and other poli-
ticians like State Assembly 
Speaker Carl Heastie say 
that rents need to be kept af-
fordable or families will be 
pushed out of their homes. 
Some in government recog-
nize the issue is low income, 
not high rents. 

The subsidy program, 
‘Home Stability Support,’  
proposed by Assemblyman 
Andrew Hevesi and Sena-
tor Jeff Klein, would address 
the city’s record homeless-
ness by providing a Federal 
and state-funded rent sub-
sidy for tenants who are fac-

ing homelessness or eviction 
– a real rent relief program 
that would keep the poorest, 
income-challenged families 
in their homes.

Another proposal, the 
‘Tenant Rent Increase Ex-
emption’ (TRIE) program, 
which has passed unani-
mously twice in the State 
Senate, would provide a per-
manent rent subsidy to all 
tenants (not just senior citi-
zens and the disabled) with 
annual incomes of $50,000 
or less who pay half their in-
come toward rent.

Why isn’t de Blasio, 
Heastie and the City Council 
supporting these sound Al-
bany proposals that would 
keep poor and income-chal-
lenged tenants in their homes, 
and provide rent relief as well 
as real solutions to the home-
less crisis?

Perhaps the greatest hy-
pocrisy of all is the de Blasio 
mantra of affordable hous-
ing and income equality for 
all New Yorkers. The caveat: 
as long as it doesn’t affect his 

Continued on page 42
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Your path to success starts at NYSCAS. Choose from more than 45 associate’s 
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De Blasio Affordable Housing Myth #3
“Keeping New Yorkers in their homes has been a top priority… and our rent freeze program is 
designed to do just that.” –Mayor Bill de Blasio (Source: City of New York Website)

The Facts:
Here’s the result of de Blasio’s rent freeze program: 61,935 New York-• 
ers, including 23,445 children, are in the city’s shelter system – the 
highest homeless levels in NYC since the Great Depression. (Source: 
Coalition for the Homeless Website)
“At a time of record homelessness … de Blasio’s self-congratulatory • 
victory lap on affordable housing is offensive and wrong.”–Katie 
Goldstein, Real Affordability for All (Source: Newsday, 1/12/17) 

De Blasio’s Housing Policies: Politics & Hypocrisy
Next Week: de Blasio Myth #4

bran, CEO of Windows of Hip Hop. “It’s 
genuinely commendable that our public 
offi cials moved forward honoring the 
Bronx for its creation of Hip Hop and 

Global Hip Hop Day celebrated at Cedar Playground June 8th
From page 6 co-named Sedgwick Avenue as Hip Hop 

Boulevard.”
“This celebration made me very 

happy - because it gave acknowledge-
ment to the Hip Hop pioneers who were 
so instrumental in making Hip hHp 

what it is today,” said hip hop pioneer 
Sal Abbatiello, founder of Fever Re-
cords and owner of Disco Fever, a night 
club which operated from 1976 to 1986 
and was located on 167th Street and Je-
rome Avenue. “It’s very important that 

we keep the essence of this legacy alive 
so it is always remembered.”

Vendors at the Global Hip Hop cel-
ebration included Haagen Dazs, Ket-
tle Brand Chips and Delicioso Coca 
Helado.

BY ARTHUR CUSANO
A Bronx man was arrested earlier 

this month and charged with allegedly 
aiding the terrorist group Hezbollah by 
scouting out potential terror targets, in-
cluding Kennedy Airport in Queens.

Ali Kourani, 32, was arrested along 
with an accomplice, 37-year-old Samer 
Debek of Michigan. 

The men appeared separately in 
Manhattan federal court on June 2 and 
5, respectively.

“Thanks to the outstanding work 
of the FBI and NYPD, the allegedly de-
structive designs of these two Hizbal-
lah operatives have been thwarted, and 
they will now face justice in a Manhat-
tan federal court,” said Acting Manhat-
tan U.S. Attorney Joon H. Kim.

Kourani is charged with providing, 
as well as attempting and conspiring to 
provide material support to Hezbollah 
and IJO, as well as naturalization fraud 
in connection with an act of interna-
tional terrorism, according to the U.S. 

Department of Justice.  
He faces up to 25 years in prison.
“As part of his work for Hezbol-

lah, Kourani and others allegedly con-
ducted covert surveillance of potential 
targets, including U.S. military bases 
and Israeli military personnel here in 
New York City,” stated NYPD Commis-
sioner James O’Neil.  

Hezbollah, also known as Hizballah, 
is an Islamic terror group based in Leb-
anon. 

The Islamic Jihad Organization, or 
IJO, is an intelligence arm of Hezbollah 
that works to coordinate acts of terror.  

The aspiring terrorist also received 
military-styled training in using weap-
ons such as machine guns and rocket 
launchers in 2000 when he was 16. 

Kourani entered the United States 
legally in 2003, and proceeded to obtain 
a bachelor’s degree in Biomedical Engi-
neering in 2009 and a master’s degree 
in Business Administration in 2013, ac-
cording to the indictment.

Kourani had lived with his cousin at 
an apartment building at 183 W. 238th 
Street at the corner of Bailey Avenue for 
several months.  

His cousin Ibrahim Kourani told re-
porters he did not know of his cousin’s 

activities, but said federal agents had 
interviewed him several times. 

He could not be reached for com-
ment.

In 2009 Kourani travelled to China 
to meet with IJO, and was assigned a 
mentor who he communicated with via 
coded email communications. 

He later received additional training 
in 2011 in Lebanon.

Assemblyman Jeffrey Dinowitz said 
the case highlights the need for contin-
ued vigilance in the face of terrorist 
threats at home and abroad. 

“I applaud our men and women in 
local law enforcement for successfully 
thwarting this attack, and for all the 
work they do to keep us safe,” Dinowitz 
said. “New York continues to be a target 
for those who want to disrupt our free-
doms and our way of life. That’s why 
we must continue working together, to 
say something if we see something, and 
help ensure New York remains the saf-
est big city in the country.”

Feds: Kingsbridge man was aspiring terrorist

Ali Kourani was arrested earlier this month 
and charged with providing material sup-
port to Hezbollah, according to police. He 
had been living in Kingsbridge for several 
months. Photo courtesy of LinkedIn
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BY STEVEN GOODSTEIN
The east Bronx community has 

lost a beloved advocate.
On Friday, June 10, east Bronx 

community activist William Ma-
donna passed away unexpectedly in 
his home at the age of 55.

William was born on October 6, 
1961 in Mount Kisco and was raised 
in Yorktown Heights in Westchester 
County.

He earned his Bachelor of Sci-
ence degree from Northeastern Uni-
versity in Boston, before graduating 
from the New England School of Law, 
where he received his Juris Doctor-
ate degree.

William started his legal career 
working in the NYC Offi ce of Corpo-
ration Counsel Law Department. 

Following his tenure there, he 
joined the Bronx District Attorney’s 
offi ce, where he worked as a prosecu-
tor.

He later moved to the Bronx, 
where he maintained his own private 
practice law fi rm, the Law Offi ce of 
William Madonna, in Morris Park, 
for nearly 25 years, up until the time 
of his death.

Beloved advocate, William 
‘Will’ Madonna passes, 55

William also served as chief coun-
sel in Assemblyman Mark Gjonaj’s 
offi ce in the late 2000s and early 2010s 
and was one of the activists that over-
saw the fi rst phase of reconstruction 
of Pelham Parkway last year.

“This is the loss of a dear friend 
and a confi dant who left us way too 
soon - he was as close to a family 

member as someone could be without 
being related by blood,” said Assem-
blyman Mark Gjonaj. “William (Ma-
donna) was a such a personable, pro-
fessional and generous people who 
had so much good will in his heart.”

“His loss is heartbreaking and 
there is certainly an emptiness and 
a void in all of our hearts,” Gjonaj 
added. “This is one of the most dif-
fi cult situations that I’ve ever had to 
deal with in my life.”

“He was my mentor, he was my 
confi dant - he was my everything,” 
said Karen Delvecchio, William Ma-
donna’s niece, who learned from 
William when she was starting up 
her own law fi rm. “Even though he 
wasn’t from the Bronx - it was as if he 
was an honorary member of this bor-
ough because of all that he did for the 
community. I can’t even begin to ex-
press how much he will be missed.”

Countless community activists, in-
cluding Morris Park resident George 
Zulch, are proposing that a stretch of 
Pelham Parkway be co-named ‘Wil-
liam Madonna Way’, which would 
also include the planting of a tree 
and the installment of a plaque in his 

His loss is 
heartbreaking and there 
is certainly an emptiness 

and a void in all of our 
hearts. This is one of the 
most diffi cult situations 
that I’ve ever had to deal 

with in my life.
Mark Gjonaj
Assemblyman

remembrance.
The cause of Madonna’s death is 

still unknown.
The wake was held at Schuyler 

Hill Funeral Home on Tuesday, June 
13, and Wednesday, June 14.

The funeral service took place 
at St. Frances de Chantal’s Church, 
190 Hollywood Avenue on Thursday, 
June 15.

William is survived by his sons 
Matthew and Eric, his parents Phyl-
lis and Nicholas, and his siblings Su-
sanne, Joan and Robert, along with 
several nieces and nephews.

Local advocate William Rivera passed away 
on Friday, June 10. 
 Photo courtesy of Assemblyman Mark Gjonaj’s 
offi ce
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 遵守適用的聯邦民權法律規定，不因種族、
膚色、民血統、年齡、殘障或性別而歧視任何人 。 

注意：如果您使用繁體中文，您可以免費獲得語言援助
服務。請致電  

We’re here for your call.
Toll Free 1.866.586.8044  |  TTY/TDD 1.800.662.1220  |  agewellnewyork.com

MEDICARE ADVANTAGE PLANS SPECIAL ELECTION SEMINARS 

For more information on dates and times at a diner in your community, please call: 

718-484-5000 (ext. 5251) or events@agewellnewyork.com

QUEENS
Georgia Diner - Elmhurst

Atlantic Diner - S. Richmond Hill

Bel Aire Diner - Astoria

Glendale Diner - Glendale

BROOKYLN
Denny’s Diner - Pennsylvania Avenue

Georges Diner - 5th Avenue

New Apolo  - Myrtle Avenue

BRONX
Corky’s - Grand Concourse

Crow Diner - E. 161st Street

Perista Coffee Shop & Restaurant - W. Kingsbridge Rd

MANHATTAN
Lenox Hill Grill - Lexington Avenue

Kitchen Sink - 2nd Avenue

Gracie Corner Diner - E. 86th Street
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BY PATRICK ROCCHIO
M&T Bank has delivered with the 

opening of its fi rst branch in the bor-
ough. 

Bank offi cials and representatives 
of the Bronx Chamber of Commerce, 
Bronx Overall Economic Development 
Corporation and the borough’s busi-
ness and non-profi t communities gath-
ered recently to celebrate the branch 
opening. 

A ribbon cutting ceremony was held 
on Wednesday, June 8 at the branch, 
which opened on Monday, May 1 for 
business and is located at 2460 Grand 
Concourse next to the IND D line. 

Rick Reustle, M&T Bank vice-pres-
ident, said that the bank is looking for-
ward to being a part of the community 
and building relationships with local 
residents, small businesses and non-
profi ts. 

“We have had a lot of interest from 
the community groups as well as our 
customers,” said Reustle of the expan-
sion, adding the bank is looking to 
build deeper relationships with those 
it serves. 

The bank vice-president said that 
the retail location fi lled a gap because 
a lot of M&T customers work in Man-
hattan and live in the borough, and the 
Bronx had been the only part of New 
York City without a M & T branch. 

The personnel working in 1,500 
square foot baking center are already 
part of the local neighborhood, he said, 
adding that’s its the strategy of M&T to 
become a part of the neighborhood. 

“All of our branch representatives 
live and work near the branch, which 
I think is great,” said Reustle. “So our 
employees are a part of the commu-
nity; they live there and know it well.” 

He said that the fi rst month of op-
erations at the branch had gone better 
than expected, with strong bank ac-
count activity that surpassed projec-

tions. 
The community has been great to 

M&T, said Reustle.
Branch personnel will focus on 

customer needs, from assisting small 
businesses and residential mortgage 
lenders, to providing a variety of ser-
vices from retirement planning to in-
surance. 

The branch manager, Bhopal Sewp-
ersaud, is already teaming up with the 
Bronx Chamber of Commerce, said Re-
ustle. 

The Bronx Chamber of Commerce’s 
president, Nunzio Del Greco, said, 
“M&T Bank is a new member of the 
Bronx Chamber and looks forward 
to assisting businesses and our mem-
bers. The Bronx continues to receive 
excellent publicity in the media and 
major publications which results in 
greater interest and economic develop-
ment here.” 

Other speakers at the grand open-
ing, according to attendees, were 
Marlene Cintron of BOEDC and Jim 
Buckley, director of the non-profi t Uni-
versity Neighborhood Housing Pro-
gram. 

From the perspective of the history 
of the community, said Buckley, he re-
calls lean years going back to the early 
1980s in the community, and said it 
was a pleasure to be at the opening of a 
banking facility looking to expand op-
erations. 

UNHP also operates the Northwest 
Bronx Resource Center, which helps 
local community fi le income taxes and 
learn about personal fi nance, he said. 

Through this program UNHP 
works with ‘unbanked’ individuals, he 
said. 

The Buffalo-headquartered M&P 
plans to partner with borough-based 
organization Arvia to provide access 
to fi nancial literacy materials, accord-
ing to the M&T. 

M&T opens fi rst Bronx 
branch on Concourse

M&T Bank on Grand Concourse celebrated its grand opening with a ribbon cutting on 
Wednesday, June 7. Photo by Aracelis Batista
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New relationships are important.

M&T Bank may be new to the Bronx, but we’ve been 

providing banking services to the communities of  

New York for 160 years. We take the time to understand 

what’s important to our customers, so stop by our new 

branch and tell us how M&T Bank can help you.

Grand Concourse Branch
2460 Grand Concourse
Bronx, NY 10458

Bhopal Sewpersaud
BRANCH MANAGER
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R E G I S T E R E D  N U R S E S  C A R E E R  D AY !

Saturday, June 24, 2017
10 AM - 1 PM

95-25 Queens Boulevard
Rego Park, NY 11374
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without regard to their race, gender, color, religion, sexual orientation, national 

origin, age, physical or mental disability, citizenship status, veteran status,  
or any other characteristic prohibited by state or local law. EOE.

Be part of Fidelis Care’s growth in New York City, and 
across New York State! 
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is the heart and soul of everything we do. 

With opportunities for collaboration as part of 
a dedicated team, personal and career growth, 
great work-life balance with many weekday 
schedules from 8:30 AM to 5 PM, and a competitive 
compensation package, Fidelis Care is the place to 
be for clinical careers.
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Onsite Interviews Guaranteed! 
Please bring copies of your resume.
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#1 Studio For The Past 36 Years!
REGIONAL AND NATIONAL DANCE CHAMPIONS!

www.fancyfeet.com
Monday–Friday, 3:00–9:00pm

Saturday, 9:00–6:00pm

Unionport Road
1306 Unionport RD

Castle Hill
Parkchester Area

347-691-3443

Crosby Avenue
1628 Crosby Avenue

Bronx, NY 10461
718-824-1981

Allerton Avenue
1295 Allerton Avenue

Bronx, NY 10469
718-405-5136

CLASSES IN: NATIONAL DANCE CHAMPION COMPETITION TEAM!
WE’RE #1 WITH MOMS!

ABT, MTV, 
Broadway and Dance Companies

Only

Get social!

VISIT US AT 
ONE OF OUR 
3 LOCATIONS

Nobody Does it Like Fancy Feet!

Register online at

www.fancyfeet.com
It’s quick and easy!

VOTED
Best Bronx Dance Studio

 2016

NOW REGISTERING FOR OUR SUMMER PERFORMING 
ARTS DAY CAMP AND SUMMER CLASSES

BY PATRICK ROCCHIO
Success Academy has plans for a 

new school in a landmarked building. 
The charter school network re-

cently announced their intentions of 
opening a high school in the historic 
Old Bronx Borough Courthouse in 
Melrose.

The building was last used as a 
criminal court four decades ago. 

Liberty Square Realty purchased 
the property from the city in 1998, and 
the structure, built between 1905 and 
1914, is on its way to a new use. 

Success Academy CEO Eva 
Moskowitz said that the space would 
be transformed into a “historic house 
of learning” with modern classrooms. 

“Forty years ago, this building 
housed prisoners waiting for trial,” 
said Moskowitz in a statement, adding 
“Success is quite literally transform-
ing the school-to-prison pipeline to a 
school-to-college-and-prosperity pipe-
line.”

Success plans to lease the building, 
which is a nine-story, 113,000 square 
foot space, according to Success Acad-
emy. 

The school will be called Success 
Academy High School of the Liberal 
Arts, and is scheduled for a fall of 2018 

opening. 
A spokeswoman for Success said 

that the expansion was necessary be-
cause the network currently has only 
one high school, in midtown Manhat-
tan. 

Success Academy currently oper-
ates six elementary and middle schools 
in the borough, she said.

Since the students stick with Suc-
cess for their entire pre-college educa-
tion, high school space is needed to ac-
commodate growth, she said. 

“We have a growing community in 
the Bronx,” she stated. “We wanted a 
dedicated space that is convenient and 
modern.” 

The building is located at East 161st 
Street, Third and Brook avenues. 

John Dudley, Community Board 3 
district manager, said that he plans to 
reach out to the organization to have 
them address the board about its plan. 

“It seems good and rewarding to 
hear about plans to have a charter 
school educational institution,” said 
Dudley. “I just want to hear a little bit 
more about it to see if it sort of ‘fi ts in 
line.’” 

The district manager said he was 
surprised when he learned of the pro-
posal recently.

He was obtaining an update on the 

Success Academy eyes 
landmark Melrose building

vacant property when he discovered 
the building had been repurposed. 

Dudley said the board would look 
into any changes that need to be made 
to accommodate the school, which will 
house more than 800 students. 

“I want to see how a school of that 
size would fare; I love the fact that they 
are doing well and are successful as a 
charter school,” said the district man-
ager.

Dudley added:  “I would like to see 
the impact of the charter school in that 

area and how it would play out.” 
He also said the Success Academy 

plan could lead to the possible creation 
of a learning hub because it is close to 
Boricua College. 

Lloyd Ultan, Bronx County Bor-
ough Historian,  said that the build-
ing’s exterior is landmarked and that 
it was built in a European style with 
a lot of classical and Renaissance ele-
ments.

“It is monumental in a sense,” he 
said. “It dominates the corner.” 

A rendering of the classic courthouse structure as a Success Academy high school is pic-
tured here. Photo courtesy of Success Academy
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To apply: Please email your resume to employment@hfhnyc.org. Indicate the position  
(custodian or security guard) and preferred location (NBX or SBX) in the subject line of email.

NOW HIRING

Full-time jobs in north and south Bronx

For more information go to www.hfhnyc.orgWe are an equal opportunity employer (eeo) committed to equal treatment of all employees without regard to race, national 
origin, religion, gender, age, sexual orientation, veteran status, physical or mental disability or other basis protected by law.

Duties:  Cleaning hallways, lobbies, restrooms, floors, windows, and similar activities.

Qualifications:  Ability to reach, bend, stoop, stand for periods of time, and lift reasonably heavy objects.

Duties: Patrolling the interior and exterior areas of building, monitoring the building’s entries 
and exits, maintaining a sign-in log with required identification, enforcing rules and 
regulations, preparing incident reports, learning the fire safety plan and evacuation 
procedures and assisting in fire drills.

Qualifications: Valid NYS security guard license, current 8-hour certificate and 16-hour certificate.  
Fire Guard (F-2) or Fire Safety Coordinator license a plus.

Custodians
&

Security 
Guards

We are recruiting full-time staff who enjoy working in a family-oriented, residential environment.  
Jobs are full-time. A high school diploma is not required.

We provide a competitive starting salary and benefits including comprehensive health insurance, life 
insurance, ample vacation, holiday, and personal and sick leave.

No fee.
We are a direct employer.

I SHOULD HAVE THE RIGHT  
to wear what my faith calls for,
without being called a threat.

YOU DO HAVE THE RIGHT. #YouHaveRightsNYC

Carmelyn P. Malalis,
Chair/Commissioner



BRONX TIMES REPORTER, JUNE 16-22, 201722    BTR

Da Franco 
& Tony

Ristorante

$4500
(Plus tax, and gratuity)

Pre-Fix Father’s Day Menu
Make Your Father’s Day Reservation Now!

BY ROBERT WIRSING
A young boy has a new 

grasp on life thanks to a state-
of-the-art medical device.

Jacobi Medical Center re-
cently created a prosthetic arm 
and hand using 3D printing 
technology for its youngest pa-
tient yet.

Born without forearms or 
hands, three-year-old Isaac 
Cruz is adjusting well to his 
artifi cial appendage dubbed 
‘Mano,’ meaning ‘hand’ in 
Spanish.

Cruz’s arms were stunted 
in utero due to congenital am-
niotic bands.

Amniotic band syndrome 
is a rare condition caused by 
strands of the amniotic sac 
which separate and entangle 
digits, limbs or other parts of 
the fetus.

Jacobi plastic surgeon and 
burn fellow Dr. Cesar Colas-
ante measured Cruz for the de-
vice via measuring tape and 
photogrammetry scanners.

Using the measurements, 
he custom-designed a prosthe-
sis using CAD/CAM software, 
imported Cruz’s scan and mod-
eled the parts in contact with 
the youngster to be a perfect fi t. 
3D printing molds narrow plas-

Jacobi 3D prints child’s arm 
tic pieces together creating a 
three dimensional image to the 
specifi cations created in a com-
puter model.

“This is probably the fi rst 
one like this made for such a 
young patient,” remarked Dr. 
Colasante.

Cruz’s attending physi-
cian, Dr. Ralph Liebling, chief 
of Plastic and Reconstructive 
Surgery at Jacobi, supervised 
the work.

Since reimbursement mod-
els for 3D printed prosthet-
ics are not yet established, Dr. 
Colasante paid out of pocket 
for wires, elastics, screws, a 
harness and spool of polylac-
tic acid for two versions of the 
prosthetic.

Dr. Colasante and Dr. An-
drew Peredo labored evenings 
and weekends designing and 
constructing Mano.

Several sessions were re-
quired to fi t and adjust the de-
vice for Cruz’s preference.

The system allows Cruz to 
close the prosthetic hand by 
utilizing one arm to position 
the artifi cial appendage while 
the other pulls a trigger to 
grasp items.

An earlier model required 
bringing his shoulders forward 

to pull a wire extending from 
Cruz’s shoulders attached to a 
back harness in order to grab 
objects.

The elastic bands on this 
version provided more resis-
tance than necessary.

Doctors noticed Cruz in-
stinctively attempting to acti-
vate the grip using his other 
arm, however the device was 
not designed for that purpose.

Dr. Colasante returned to 
the drawing board to make 
Mano work as how Cruz 
wanted. Weeks after receiv-
ing the newest model, Cruz’s 
father, Alan said his son has 
become accustomed to the col-
orful device which he proudly 
displays to his friends.

“Dr. Colasante really helped 
Isaac with creating this de-
vice,” expressed Alan. “This 
arm has helped Isaac a great 
deal with his everyday tasks.”

Doctors estimate Cruz will 
outgrow Mano in six months to 
a year, but since he is pioneer-
ing this device it’s unknown 
how many times Mano can be 
recalibrated before upgrading 
to a newer model. For Cruz’s 
other arm, Dr. Colasante is 
designing a myoelectric pros-
thetic which senses muscle 

contractions to send a signal to 
a computer board driving a mo-
tor to close the hand.

Approximately 20 Jacobi pa-

tients have received 3D printed 
prosthetics since the hospital 
pioneered the innovative pro-
cess in 2015.

Issac Cruz’s new prosthetic hand ‘Mano’ was created using 3D printing 
technology and custom-designed to fi t his upper arm. 
 Photo courtesy of Jacobi Medical Center
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HIP Health Plan of New York (HIP) is an HMO plan with a Medicare contract. Enrollment in HIP depends 
on contract renewal. HIP is an EmblemHealth company. Plans vary by county. Limitations, copayments 
and restrictions may apply. Benefits, premiums and/or copayments/coinsurance may change on January 
1 of each year. The pharmacy network may change at any time. You will receive notice when necessary. 
You must continue to pay your Medicare Part B premium. This plan is a Medicare Special Needs Plan 
for people with both Medicare and Medicaid. Your eligibility to enroll in this plan may depend on your 
Medicaid status. Premium, copays, coinsurance and deductibles may vary based on the level of Extra 
Help you receive. This information is not a complete description of benefits. Contact the plan for more 
information. EmblemHealth complies with applicable Federal civil rights laws and does not discriminate 
on the basis of race, color, national origin, age, disability or sex. ATTENTION: If you speak other languages, 
language assistance services, free of charge, are available to you. Call 1-800-283-7504 (TTY/TDD: 711). 
ATENCIÓN: Si usted habla español, tiene a su disposición, gratis, servicios de ayuda para idiomas. 
Llame al 1-800-283-7504 (TTY/TDD: 711). 注意：如果您講中文，我們免費提 供相關的語言協助服務。請致電
1-800-283-7504 (TTY/TDD: 711). 

H3330_126350 Accepted 5/13/17

Or visit emblemhealth.com/join1

Call 1-800-283-7504 TTY/TDD: 711
8 am to 8 pm, seven days a week

It may be hard to believe, but many New Yorkers qualify for  
Medicare Special Needs plans that cost them nothing. Make one  
quick call to EmblemHealth to see if you qualify for:

$0 premiums
$0 copays for covered services 
$0  comprehensive and  

preventive dental coverage 

Plus save up to $720 a year on over-the-counter  
medications and more at participating pharmacies.

for your Medicare coverage$0

For those on both  
Medicare and Medicaid.
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“Look as beautiful as you are….”

FillersBotox

Offering
the latest in

Laser Hair Removal     

Botox   

Fillers 

Scleratherapy 

Skin Peel

Electrolysis

Hormone Replacement Therapy

hCG Weight Loss Program

Important Safety Information
What is KYBELLA®
KYBELLA® is a prescription medi-
cine used in adults to improve the 
appearance and profile of moderate 
to severe fat below the chin (submen-
tal fat), also called “double chin.” It 
is not known if KYBELLA® is safe 
and effective for use outside of the 
submental area and in children less 
than 18 years of age
Please see additional Important 
Safety Information inside.

Bothered by the 
fullness* beneath 

your chin?

Got Hair?
M E DIC A L  A E S TH E TIC S

3611A East Tremont Ave., Bronx, NY
347-281-5576

BY ARTHUR CUSANO
Two men accused of running the 

Kingsbridge grow house that ex-
ploded last fall killing an FDNY cap-
tain now face manslaughter charges, 
according to the Bronx D.A.’s offi ce. 

Garivaldi Castillo, 32, of Man-
hattan and Julio Salcedo, 34, of the 
Bronx were arrested following a gas 
explosion on Tuesday, September 27 
at a multi-family home that killed 
FDNY Captain Michael Fahy of Yon-
kers and injured several other re-
sponders from the FDNY and Con 
Edison.  

“Chief Fahy responded to a situa-
tion that was a catastrophe waiting 
to happen,” said District Attorney 
Darcel Clark. “These defendants al-
legedly were growing marijuana, and 
had sealed the windows of the build-
ing, trapping leaking gas. Chief Fahy 
ordered residents out of the building-- 
including one of the defendants - and 
saved their lives. When the gas ex-
ploded, it blew off the slate roof and a 
section of it struck and killed him.”

Fahy, 44, was a 17-year department 
member and a chief for the FDNY’s 
19th Battalion. 

A second-generation FDNY offi -
cer, Fahy had left a lucrative law ca-
reer to join the FDNY. 

His funeral in his Westchester 
hometown drew thousands of fi re-
fi ghters from across the tri-state re-
gion. 

He left behind a wife and three 
young children.

The men are accused of using the 
home at 300 W. 234th Street to grow 
marijuana plants using grow lights 
and fertilizer and tanks of helium, 
according to the indictment. 

 The early morning blast on Sep-
tember 27 not only reduced much of 

the home to rubble, but also damaged 
neighboring homes on the residen-
tial block.

The new indictment unsealed 
Tuesday, June 6, charge the men 
with second-degree manslaughter, a 
class C felony.  

It alleges the men are guilty of 
causing Fahy’s death by sealing 
the windows of the building, which 
trapped fl ammable gas in the build-
ing that led to the fatal blast. 

Part of the home’s slate roof came 
down on Fahy, causing his fatal inju-
ries, the indictment alleges. 

The men are due back in court on 
Tuesday, September 5.

Investigators determined the ex-
plosion was caused by a gas main 
that had been tampered with on the 
property. 

The makeshift gas line was ille-
gally diverting gas into the apart-
ment for use in the operation, accord-
ing to police.

Castillo and Salcedo had previ-
ously been charged with fi rst-degree 
assault, a class B violent felony, sec-
ond-degree assault, a class D violent 
felony, and criminal possession of 
marijuana, a class D felony.

“I am pleased that Bronx district 
attorney Darcel Clark raised the 
charge against those charged with 
causing the explosion that killed bat-
talion Chief Michael J. Fahy. Chief 
Fahy tragic death was apparently 
caused by people using a private 
home in a residential community as 
an illegal drug facility. Chief Fahd 
died a hero. Those responsible for his 
death should pay the highest price 
and be prosecuted to the fullest ex-
tent of the law. I look forward to jus-
tice being carried out,” said Assem-
blyman Jeffrey Dinowitz.

Growhouse suspects are 
charged with manslaughter

The two men police say are responsible for an explosion that killed FDNY Captain Michael 
Fahy now face manslaughter charges. File photo



BRONX TIMES REPORTER, JUNE 16-22, 2017 25  BTR



BRONX TIMES REPORTER, JUNE 16-22, 201726    BTR

718-931-43352173 White Plains Road 
Just South of Pelham Pkwy.

OPEN
7 DAYS

SALE

25%
OFF

WE CARRY A WIDE VARIETY OF 
Organic Foods, Herbs, Homeopathic Products & More

SALE ENDS 06/30/17

NATURE'S WAY
COUNTRY LIFE

VIBRANT HEALTH

BY ARTHUR CUSANO
Preliminary work has be-

gun on a $95 million project to 
clean up Pugsley Creek in the 
eastern Bronx.  

The NYC Department of 
Environmental Protection 
and NYC Department of De-
sign and Construction an-
nounced on Thursday, May 
25 that work on a nearly mile-
long parallel sewer running 
below White Plains Road had 
begun, which they said will 
direct more wastewater to 
the Hunts Point Wastewater 
Treatment Plant and will re-
duce combined sewer over-
fl ows into Pugsley Creek by 98 
percent.

The project will also in-
clude the replacement of 
nearly two miles of roughly 
100-year-old cast iron water 
mains with new, stronger duc-
tile iron mains.  

The project is expected 
to be completed by the end of 
2020.

 “We are thrilled to have 
shovels in the ground on this 
$95 million investment in the 
Bronx that will go a long way 
towards cleaning up Pugsley 
Creek,” stated DEP Acting 

Work begins on Pugsley Creek rehab project 
Commissioner Vincent Sa-
pienza in a press release an-
nouncing the work. “Upgrad-
ing our infrastructure is not 
only important for the health 
of our waterways, it is also es-
sential to improving the qual-
ity of life for the residents of 
the Bronx.” 

The planned project in-
cludes the construction of 9,020 
feet of iron water mains, 4,365 
feet of combined sewers, 26 new 
fi re hydrants and 306 trees.  

The city will also replace 
more than 20,000 square feet 
of sidewalk and resurface 
more than 29,000 square yards 
of pavement.

The construction of the 
new parallel sewer, which 
will reduce combined sewer 
overfl ows into Pugsley Creek 
by approximately 200 mil-
lion gallons annually, is part 
of an agreement between the 
city and New York State that 
aims to improve the ecological 
health and cleanliness of New 
York City Harbor.

“This project to clean up 
Pugsley Creek will benefi t the 
lives of not just my Bronx con-
stituents, but of all New York-
ers,” said Senator Jeff Klein. 

“Thanks to this crucial city in-
vestment, Pugsley Creek will 
become a cleaner waterway 
with much-needed upgrades 
to its drainage infrastructure. 
The addition of 300 new trees 
to the area will also beautify a 
green space that has so much 
to offer,” 

Community Board 9 dis-
trict manager William Rivera 
commended the efforts of the 

DEP to minimizing the im-
pact of overfl ows into Pugsley 
Creek.

“Upgrading the sewer line 
in the surrounding area will 
go a long way towards improv-
ing the health of our water-
ways,” he said.

But Friends of Ferry Point 
Park president Dotti Poggi ex-
pressed skepticism that proj-
ects like the one announced 

have little effect on improving 
the quality of the parklands or 
their creeks, citing previous 
projects. 

She said oysters that once 
thrived in the creek have 
since died off in recent years, 
and said she was concerned 
about the project’s impact on 
the Long island Sound.

“We won’t see much im-
provement,” she said.

The NYC Departments of Environmental Protection and Design and Construction announced that preliminary 
work has begun on a $95 million project to clean up Pugsley Creek. Photo courtesy of NYC Parks
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* Cash or debit only on featured items. No mix & match on sale items. We will match printed prices from other NewYork City liquor stores. 
Coupon must be present at checkout. Webprices not accepted. Not responsible for typographical errors. Prices Expire 06/30/17.

BRING IN THIS AD AND

GET 50 POINTS
($2 OFF) with Membership Card

Jam Jar 
Red & 
White  
750 ML

$599

Roscato 
Red  
750 ML

$849

Bartenurra 
Moscato  
750 ML

$1099

Santa 
Margherita 
Pinot Grigio  
750 ML

$1999

Mionetto 
Prosecco  
750 ML

$1099

LaMarca 
Prosecco  
750 ML

$1249

Indaba 
Sauvignon 
Blanc  
750 ML

$699

Casal 
Garcia 
Vinho Verde  
750 ML

$599

Whispering 
Angel 
Rose  
750 ML

$1599

Gerard 
Bertrand Cotes 
Des Roses 
Rose  750 ML

$1349

Hennessy 
VS 
Cognac  
750 ML

$3599

42 Below 
Vodka  
1 L

$999

Tito’s 
Vodka  
1.75 L

$2999

D’usse 
Cognac  
750 ML

$4399

Bacardi 
Light & Gold 
Rum  
1.75 L

$1799

Dewars 
Scotch  
1.75 L

$3499

Grey Goose 
Vodka  
1 L

$3499

Patron 
Roca 
Silver  
750 ML

$5280

Remy Martin 
VSOP
Cognac  
750 ML

$3999

Johnnie Walker 
Blue
Scotch  
750 ML

$16499

Salignac 
VS 
Cognac  
1 L

$2599

Wine and Spirits
Discount Warehouse

WE WILL MATCH PRINTED PRICES FROM OTHER NEW YORK CITY LIQUOR STORES

Jack 
Daniels 
Black Label  
750 ML

$2749
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LOSE 20–40 lb.
IN THE NEXT 40 DAYS

Lose weight and start looking and 
feeling as beautiful as you are...

DROP 20-40 POUNDS IN 40 DAYS

NO EXERCISE NECESSARY

MINIMAL OR NO CRAVINGS

MININMAL OR NO HUNGER

BURNS FAT

TARGETS BELLY, BUTT, HIPS, THIGHS

DOCTOR SUPERVISED FOR SAFETY & RESULTS

Dr. Albert 

Graziosa has 

been certified 

with the fresh 

start hCG diet 

and has led 

many patients 

to live more 

happy and 

healthy lives.

VISIT US AT 

GOTHAIRLLC.COM

BECAUSE OF OUR 
TECHNOLOGY

“Weight Loss 
Has Changed 
My Life”
Ask yourself how 

would you like to lose 

30 or more pounds, 

have more energy, 

feel great, feel sexy, 

decrease your risks 

of diabetes and heart 

disease and regain 

your health all in next 

40 days.

GET STARTED NOW!

10% OFF 
OUR CLEAN START 

PROGRAM

M E DIC A L  A E S TH E TIC S

Got Hair? llc
3611A East Tremont Avenue  Bronx, NY 

347-281-5576
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GET READY FOR SPRING WITH OUR 
CLEAN START WEIGHT LOSS PROGRAM

BY ARTHUR CUSANO
Residents of a Spencer Estate home 

are looking for compensation from the 
city after an attempt to plant a side-
walk tree led to thousands of dollars 
in home damages.

The owner at 1630 Research Avenue 
said they knew not to dig beneath the 
sidewalk in front of the multi-family 
home, due to the fact that the under-
ground sewer line ran close to the sur-
face. 

So when a NYC Parks-hired con-
tractor began breaking up the concrete 
to install a tree bed, Abiezer Moto, who 
lives in the second fl oor apartment, 
said he fi led a 311 complaint, but said 
it fell on deaf ears.

“The [contractor] wrote a letter 
back, saying the city had researched 
[the location] thoroughly, and it was a 
good place for a tree,” he said.

Before a sidewalk tree is planted 
several city agencies and utility com-
panies survey the site for the location 
of underground lines.

On Thursday, May 25, just a few 
days after the work had been com-
pleted, the ground fl oor tenant started 
getting a sewage backup into their 
apartment from the toilet.

Also a large sinkhole had formed at 
the site of the newly dug tree pit.

The landlord, Alex Avellino, had 
to replace the house’s damaged sewer 
line, which totaled around $20,000, 
Moto said. 

Now Avellino has to sue the city to 
recover the cost of the damage caused 
by the contractor.

“Its crazy with this ridiculous bu-
reaucracy that Alex has to go through 
to get his money back, when we warned 
the city long before this problem hap-
pened,” he said.

Ironically, there was already an ex-
isting unused tree pit in front of the 
house, a few feet away from the new 
dig, that wasn’t being used, the tenant 
pointed out.

“They could have just put [the tree] 

there, where there was an old tree [at 
one time],” Moto said, shaking his 
head.

Moto said he worried that similar 
problems are occurring across the city 
as the Parks Department continues its 
tree planting campaign.

A parks spokesman said while util-
ity companies are notifi ed to mark 
their lines, sewer and water lines are 
typically placed much deeper than the 
18” to 24” that are excavated for tree 
planting.

 The spokesman said the depart-
ment had no record of pipe damage at 
the time of excavation on Monday, May 
22, and didn’t receive correspondence 
regarding the damage until Thursday, 
June 1.  

At no point throughout the excava-
tion process was there any damage re-
corded by the resident engineer on site 
nor the contractor, they added.

 The department learned of the 
damage when crews scheduled to plant 
the tree arrived on Wednesday, May 31 
and found a contractor repairing the 
damaged pipe on behalf of the home-
owner and could not access the site.

 Parks said the planting site at the 
address has been voided and an alter-
native location will be chosen.

Spencer Estate Civic Association 
president Al Careena said he was sur-
prised at the city’s hesitation to fi x 
damages its contractor had caused, 
and that work crews are supposed to 
check with the NYC Department of En-
vironmental Protection or Con Edison 
before digging to avoid existing sewer, 
water and electrical lines. 

He said the incident would likely 
be discussed at the civic association’s 
Wednesday, June 21 meeting. 

“I’ve been living here a long, long 
time, and I’ve never heard of any-
thing like this before,” he said. “If you 
break something, you fi x it. You don’t 
say, ‘sue me’ - that’s not the kind of re-
sponse that I would expect from my 
city government.”

Tree planting leaves 
homeowner in the pits   

New sidewalk and blacktop mark where tree planting crews were forced to make repairs 
outside 1630 Research Avenue in Spencer Estate after improperly digging a hole for a tree. 
The home incurred thousands of dollars in damages due to fl ooding, according to residents.
 Community News Group / Arthur Cusano
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O’CONNOR’S
C A R P E T  C E N T E R

CARPET    |     LAMINATE    |     VINYL    |     WINDOW TREATMENTS    |     AREA RUGS

SPRING SAVINGS SPRING SAVINGS SPRING SAVINGS SPRING SAVINGS

25% 999 495 5%
Off Off

ALL 
REMNANTS 

LINOLEUM
Installation Available. 

Most credit cards 
accepted

LAMINATE 
FLOORING

Installed

ANY ORDER
With this coupon

SQ. YD SQ. FT

O’CONNOR’S
C A R P E T  C E N T E R

SPRING HOME 

IMPROVEMENT 

SALE

3446 East Tremont Ave. Bronx, NY 10465
(718) 409-2020

www.oconnorscarpets.com
Store Hours: Mon-Thurs. 9am–6pm

                      Fri. & Sat. 9am–5pm

SUMMER HOME
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GrowNYC.org/Compost

Recycle@GrowNYC.org

212.788.7964

Drop off fruit & vegetable scraps at 

convenient collections near transit on 

Friday mornings in The Bronx

138th St & Brook Ave (6:45am - 10:00am) 

149th St & 3rd Ave (7:00am - 10:15am) 

149th St & Grand Concourse (7:15am - 10:15am) 

161st St & River Ave (7:30am - 10:15am)

163rd St, Southern Blvd & Hunts Point Ave (6:30am - 9:45am) 

Burnside & Jerome Aves (7:30am - 10:30am) 

E Tremont Ave & Boston Rd (6:30am - 9:30am) 

E Fordham Rd b/t Webster & 3rd Aves (7:00am - 11:00am) 

E Fordham Rd & Jerome Ave (7:15am - 10:45am) 

More info: GrowNYC.org/Compost or 212.788.7964 

BY PATRICK ROCCHIO
A local school has become the sec-

ond in the borough to win a presti-
gious award for emergency prepared-
ness. 

P.S. 207 in Kingsbridge took home 
the NYC Emergency Management De-
partment’s and the NYC Department 
of Education’s Ready School of the 
Year Award for being a school with an 
excellent commitment to emergency 
preparedness. 

The school won the award for their 
response to a fl ood in their kitchen 
earlier in the school year, said Katelyn 
James, DER’s Ready New York Pro-
gram specialist, who focuses on youth 
outreach. 

“We give out this award once a year 
to the school that we feel best embod-
ies the spirit of preparedness,” said 
James, adding that the citywide, an-
nual award was begun in the 2009-10 
school year. 

P.S. 23 in Belmont has previously 
won the award, she said. 

The fl ood in November 2016 at P.S. 
207 required a complete evacuation, 
and the school had a dedicated re-
sponse team of staff in place, along 
with ‘Go Bags’ of essential items.

The school, serving young chil-
dren, was able to successfully relocate 
to another nearby school. 

After they were securely back in 

P.S. 207 wins emergency preparedness award 
their own building, the students wrote 
about the importance of emergency 
preparedness, incorporating the expe-
rience into the English Language Arts 
curriculum, said James. 

The Ready New York Program for 
Kids visited the school in February, 
and conducted an assembly and pre-
sentation like they did at dozens of 
schools in the borough this year, she 
said. 

At that time, program personnel 
were impressed at the assembly by the 
students and teachers at the school, 
and their level of engagement in terms 
of the presentation on emergency pre-
paredness.

They were also impressed by the 
school’s actions immediately follow-
ing the fl ood, she said, including the 
fact that the school was ready with Go 
Bags, which the department advises 
everyone to have in case they have to 
leave an area quickly. 

“Anything you have to take with 
you in case you have to leave in a fl ash 
(belongs in a Go Bag),” she said.  

In an educational institution, a Go 
Bag could include contact information 
for students’ parents or guardians, 
medicines for individual children such 
as inhalers or a fi rst-aid kit. 

Dignitaries gathered at the school 
on Monday, June 5 for a presentation 
of the award, according to DEM. 

Tara O’Brien, interim acting prin-
cipal, acknowledged that the school 
had undergone changes in the 2016-17 
school year after being identifi ed as 
needing work on safety. 

“In August of 2016, after being iden-
tifi ed by the state as a persistently dan-
gerous school, our community came 
together to highlight the importance 
of safety in the lives of our children,” 
said O’Brien.

A new administrative team placed 
greater emphasis on working collabor-
atively, she said.

P.S. 207 is now being recommended 
for removal from the list in the sum-
mer, said O’Brien. 

About 25 borough schools and com-
munity centers were visited in the 
2016-17 school year by the safety pro-
gram, according to a list supplied by 
James. 

P.S. 207 accepts OEM’s award recently: (l-r) Katelyn James, Youth Outreach Coordinator and 
emergency management superhero Ready Girl; Christina Farrell, NYC Offi ce of Emergency 
Management deputy commissioner; Yvette Sy, Department of Education deputy superinten-
dent; Tara O’Brien, P.S. 207 principal assigned; John Shea, DOE CEO; and Andrea Feldman, 
assistant principal. Photo courtesy of OEM

Drop off household fruit and vegetable scraps at 

BronxWorks Fresh Food Box
Wednesdays, 3:30m-6:30pm - 1130 Grand Concourse (Lobby)

Poe Park Greenmarket
Tuesdays, 8am-1:30pm - Grand Concourse & 192nd St

Bronx Borough Hall Greenmarket
Tuesdays, 8am-2pm - Grand Concourse & 161st St

Parkchester Greenmarket
Fridays, 8am-3pm - Westchester Ave & White Plains Rd

For more information visit GrowNYC.org/Compost 

212.788.7964

Recycle@GrowNYC.org

GrowNYC.org/Compost

C
YOUR FOOD SCRAPS

at  GREENMARKET  
YOUUUR F
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Saturday, June 17, 2017 

IT’S THE PERFECT TIME FOR 
A SPRING SIDEWALK SALE 
On White Plains Road between 219th St. and 239th St.
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Castle Hill  
Funeral Directors, Inc.

1528 Castle Hill Avenue
Bronx, NY 10462
(718) 828-9222

AFFORDABLE CREMATION & BURIAL PACKAGES

PRE-ARRANGED AND PREPAID SERVICES

LARGE PARKING FACILITY

castlehillfuneraldirectors.com

Family Owned for 80 Years

Thomas Guido
Funeral Director

George Farr
Funeral Director

John Ruggiero 
Funeral Director

Marlena Krause LoCicero
Funeral Director

POT of GOLD
Sherbee Antiques is a family-owned business that has been 

serving the tri-state area for over 60 years. 
We buy from the full contents of homes and estates 

to single items. We specialize in high-end goods such as 
antiques, art, fi ne porcelain, lighting, bronzes and sculptures. 

We have particular interest in fi ne jewelry, timepieces, 
diamonds, gold and silver. 

If you call we will come to you, free of charge, and evaluate 
what you are selling. We know the value of your possessions 
and are willing to pay top dollar on the spot. Please feel free 
to call seven days a week for a free same day consultation.

You may be sitting on a large fortune. 
Call Sherbee Antiques. They’ll tell you how much.

CALL TODAY 917-748-7622 OR 718-762-7448 
You’ll be glad you did.

Sherbee  Antiques
Est. 1940

HARRINGTON AVENUE APARTMENT FIRE OPOSSUM FOUND INSIDE GARAGE

Firefi ghters responded to a fi re in Throggs Neck last week. According to the FDNY, 
approximately 20 fi refi ghters and fi ve FDNY units responded to a small grease fi re 
inside an oven on the fi rst fl oor of 2830 Harrington Avenue on Tuesday, June 6 at 6 
p.m. No injuries were reported from the incident.    Photo by Aracelis Batista

A four-legged intruder found its way inside a Waterbury garage. Police offi cers from 
the 45th Precinct responded to a call of an opossum found inside a garage on 2866 
Dudley Avenue on Sunday, June 4 at 6 p.m. The mischievous marsupial was safely ap-
prehended by police.                          Photo by Aracelis Batista
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Fall Registrations 
Begins June 1st

Dancers on Brooklyn 
Nets team.

See why we are 
nominated #1 Dance 
Studio in the Bronx.

Regional & 
National Champions... 

Award-Winning 
Choreographers...

Director Stefanie 
Salaman awarded 

Business Woman of 
the Year 2014

5 Day Ballet Intensive 

June 19th- 23rd 

(Ages 8-11 and 12 & Over)

3 Day Technique Intensive 

June 26th–28th 

(Ages 8-11 and 12 & Over)

Join Us for our

15th year 
and receive a

FREE GIFT!

Call our studio to fi nd out how you can become a member of the 
Bronx Most Prestigious Competition Teams.

6 week Summer Programs
Starting

July 3rd - August 11th

All Boy Hip Hop Classes  

Audition for our Prestigious 

National Award Winning 

Competition Team 

(inquire for dates).

Classes offered in Pre-School Ballet, Ballet, Tap, Hip Hop, Improv, Street 

Jazz, Jazz, Dance Hall, Lyrical, Contemporary, Pointe, Musical Theater, 

Tumbling, Tumblebugs, Salsa, Latin Jazz, Adult Heels and Burlesque

1st studio to introduce 
Tumble Bugs for your 

future gymast...

Serving the Throggs Neck Community for over 14 years.

4037 E.Tremont Ave.,
Bronx, NY 10465

Multiple Class 
Discounts Offered

Family 
Discounts Available

718.822.2025 Now Registering for Summer
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The Bronx’s creativity was on full display at the annual arts and crafts fair in City Island. The City Island Chamber of Commerce Spring 2017 Arts 
and Crafts Fair was held on Saturday, June 3 and Sunday, June 4 and featured paintings, photography, jewelry, stained glass, native crafts, bath 
and body products, clothing, face painting and fi shing trophies among many other handmade items.

City Island’s

Spring Arts & Crafts Fair

Julie Ortiz and Willie Ramos admired the artwork on display. 
 Photo by Aracelis Batista

James Szanto and his mother Erika sold their handmade Bricks 
Cups at the festival. Photo by Aracelis Batista

Artist Regina R. Sanglier showcased 
some of her visually stunning commis-
sions. 
 Photo by Aracelis Batista

Sisters Ashlee (l) and Alyssa Lestyne 
showed off their face paint designs 
by Laury Hopkins. 
 Photo by Aracelis Batista

(l-r) Bronx Walk of Fame alum and ‘The Sopranos’ 
star Vincent Pastore; Joe Diatore; Assemblyman 
Mark Gjonaj and Skip Giacco, City Island Chamber 
of Commerce president enjoyed the fair. 
 Photo by Aracelis Batista

Artist Mac Lindsey exhibited his awe-inspiring works at this 
year’s creative celebration. Photo by Aracelis Batista

Siblings Matteo and 
Gia Ciccone embraced 
their wild sides. 
 Photo by Aracelis Batista
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ÚNASE A NOSOTROS EN ESTA 
PRESENTACIÓN INFORMATIVA  
SOBRE ESCLEROSIS MÚLTIPLE (EM)

La EM recurrente es el tipo más común 
de EM, y es una enfermedad crónica 
que afecta a las personas de manera 
diferente. Si a usted o a un ser querido 
le diagnosticaron esta afección, le 
recomendamos asistir a esta presentación 
dirigida por un profesional de atención 
médica (médico o enfermero/a) sobre 
cómo tratar la enfermedad y una opción 
de tratamiento disponible.

¡INSCRÍBASE HOY Y 
ASEGURE SU LUGAR!
Llame al 1-866-615-6121 o 
visite mslifelines.com/events

Lunes 26 de Junio de 2017
6:30 p.m. (Habrá cena de cortesía)

Tosca Marque Restaurant
 4034 East Tremont Avenue

Bronx, NY 10465

©2016 EMD Serono, Inc. Todos los derechos reservados.  US-INF-1113-0051(1) Impreso en EE. UU. 05/16

Esta presentación se 
realizará en español.

El programa y los oradores son patrocinados por:

CON EM

¡Traiga a sus familiares 
y seres queridos para 

que lo acompañen!

PROGRAMA SOBRE CÓMO

(Left) Escobar is a 2-4 year old Dogue de Bordeaux and Pit Bull Terrier mix. Large dog breed experience 
necessary and kids over 14. No cats or small dogs. Very strong dog but at the same time loves to give 
hugs and kisses. Once again large dog experience is a must.

(Right) Oreo is a 6 year old female.Abandoned by owner and left by herself in the apartment. Kind 
neighbors helped her out. She is a sweet girl, loves to cuddle and sit on your lap while you watch tv or 
read a book.. Lives in the free room with other cats. 

To adopt any of these pets, email newbeginninganimalrescue@gmail.com or call 347-691-3282.

NEW BEGINNING ANIMAL RESCUE

Transportation for seniors
Do you need help getting 

to and from your medical ap-
pointments?  Transportation 
Services are available to se-
niors Monday through Friday, 
8 a.m. to 4 p.m., in community 
districts 9, 10, 11 and 12.

  • Door to door service for 
all medical appointments

• Courteous, professional 

Advanced Healthcare Directives by Healthy Seniors CliCC
In an uncertain world, it 

is crucial that we prepare for 
the future. This is particu-
larly critical when it comes 
to our health. Advanced di-
rectives are documents that 
allow you to choose someone 
to make health care decisions 
if you are unable to. 

The two main types of ad-
vanced directives are health 
care proxies and living 
wills. 

A health care proxy al-
lows you to appoint an agent 
to make health agent is un-
available.  Before appointing 
these representatives, it is 
critical that you discuss your 
wishes with them and con-

fi rm that they are willing to 
serve as your agent.

Carefully and clearly dis-
cuss your health care wishes 
with your primary and al-
ternate proxies and provide 
them with a signed copy of 
the document that states 
your wishes. Also, give a 
copy to your primary medi-
cal provider, and keep one on 
your person at all times. 

A living will spells out 
what end-of-life health care 
that you want and do not 
want. It describes the treat-
ments that you want when 
you are no longer able to 
make decisions about your 
health care. For example, you 

can decide if you want IV hy-
dration, dialysis, breathing 
machines, tube feeding, re-
suscitation, organ donations 
and other interventions if it 
is determined that they are 
necessary to keep you alive. 

Now that you know what 
advanced directives are, 
how do you go about obtain-
ing them? There are several 
ways to do this. You can con-
tact your primary care pro-
vider, or you can call 311, the 

NYC Department of Health, 
or R.A.I.N. One Stop for more 
information.

Co-Sponsored by the Hart-
ford Institute for Geriatric 
Nursing at NYU and R.A.I.N.

drivers
• Clean vehicles
• Handicap accessibility, 

including wheelchair lifts 
For further information, 

call Mildred Cardona, pro-
gram director of the R.A.I.N. 
Transportation Program at 
(718) 882-8513.  
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��AFFORDABLE TUITION 

��FLEXIBLE PAYMENT OPTIONS

��HALF DAY / FULL DAY OPTIONS

��OLYMPIC SIZE SWIMMING POOL

��A VARIETY OF ACTIVITIES:
ACADEMIC ENRICHMENT

  COMPUTER TECHNOLOGY
  DANCE, MARTIAL ARTS, 
  BASKETBALL, ZUMBA, 
  SWIMMING and MUCH MORE!!

THERE’S STILL TIME TO REGISTER
August Camp 7/31-8/18 Application Deadline 7/10/17

APPLY TODAY to hold your spot!

SSUUMMMMEERR CAMP AT
LEHMAN COLLEGE | SCPS

FOR MORE INFORMATION & APPLICATION: 
call: 718-960-8512
email: lehman.academy@lehman.cuny.edu
visit: www.lehman.edu/ce
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According to a recent arti-
cle in the New York Post, the 
Cross Bronx Expressway has 
been deemed the most con-
gested roadway in the nation. 

If you’ve ever driven a ve-
hicle in New York City, you 
know just how hectic it can 
get. Traffi c in and around the 
city can be downright frus-
trating, especially on ma-
jor roadways like the Cross 
Bronx, I-95, 5th Avenue and 
NJ-495. What’s more, NYC is 
the most heavily populated 
city in the U.S., making cross-
walk congestion just as cha-
otic as road traffi c. 

The driving conditions in 

New York can unfortunately 
be the perfect recipe for car 
accidents. In fact, NYC saw a 
total of 66,554 vehicle crashes 
in 2014, according to the most 
recent report from the New 
York State Department of Mo-
tor Vehicles. 

To remain as safe as possi-
ble when driving in the Bronx 
and other areas of NYC, keep 
these tips in mind:

• Avoid driving during 
peak hours of the day when 
traffi c is at its worst. Most 
car accidents occur between 
the hours of 3 – 6pm when 
commuters are headed home 
from work, so try to stay off 

the road during those times if 
possible.

• Keep an eye out for pedes-
trians and other drivers in in-
tersections. Many injuries re-
sult from collisions in some of 
the Bronx’s busiest intersec-
tions. The intersection at East 
138th Street and Alexander 
Avenue saw 46 injuries alone 
in 2015. Jaywalking is also ex-
tremely common in the city, so 
remain cautious when driving 
through busy streets.

• Be smart about parking. 
Another common site for car 
accidents in the city is park-
ing lots. Parking in the Bronx 
in general can be tricky and 

expensive, so do some re-
search and planning to fi nd 
the best parking options near 
your destination. 

• Stay alert and refrain 
from distracted driving. One 
of the leading causes of vehi-
cle crashes is distracted driv-
ing, which includes texting 
and driving. Moreover, ag-
gressive drivers in NYC can 
be challenging to share the 
road with. Keep distractions 
to a minimum while driving 
and keep your eyes on the 
road at all times.

In the chance that you do 
have a car accident in the 
Bronx, the best thing to do 

is to stay with your vehicle 
at the site of the accident, 
exchange information with 
those involved, and report 
the accident. Then, call an 
experienced car accident law-
yer to ensure you get the best 
outcome possible after your 
accident. 

Attorney Ivan M. Dia-
mond is the owner of Law Of-
fi ce of Ivan M. Diamond in the 
Bronx. He handles a number 
of personal injury, negligence 
and medical malpractice 
cases in the fi ve boroughs of 
New York, as well as in Nas-
sau, Suffolk, Westchester and 
Rockland counties.

Warnings for borough drivers

BY DOROTHEA POGGI
Friends of Ferry Point Park 

was so proud to have an im-
portant role in the hundreds 
of Anheuser Busch volunteers 
contributing their time and ef-
fort to do so much in the park 
on June 5. Being responsible 
for the website that attracted 
the eye of the Living Lands 
and Waters group from Illi-
nois that reached out to fi nd 
a network of New York Part-
nerships to achieve their goal 
of holding a World Wide En-
vironmental Day at this park 
was fulfi lling. 

Anheuser-Busch wanted 
to fund this annual event 
within the NYC area. When 
our president Dorothea Poggi 
received the call she reached 
out to the park manager, then 
Partnership for Parks and 
then to City Parks Founda-
tion (Corp. Division of Part-
nerships) to get all the people 
together to ‘make this work’. 
Sending all contacts to each 
other she backed off and let 
them do their planning. Af-
ter a scoping with City Parks 
Foundation and the Event 
Planner for Living Lands and 

Waters, it was obvious the 
event was under control and 
would happen. With a var-
ied wish list submitted by 
‘Friends of FPP’ to parks we 
were thrilled with how much 
of this list was done by this fo-
cused crowd of volunteers. 

Dotti stopped by at 9:30 
a.m. to make sure there were 

proper entrances available. 
She was unable to make the 
introduction but was able to 
thank Borough President Ru-
ben Diaz on the way out of the 
park.  Dotti went throughout 
the park thanking the volun-
teers. She also answered many 
questions and shared history 
of the park with the busy vol-
unteers. Disappointed at not 
meeting Tammy and Chad (as 
they were in boats on the wa-
ter surveying for debris) Dotti 
discussed other needs for the 
park with the Blue Angels 
Model Airplane Club.

The restroom is about 
half complete so we hope to 
have more events at this Wa-
terfront Park/9/11 Memorial 
Forest and Grove in the com-
ing years.

We thank all the volun-
teers, AB InBev, Anheuser-
Busch, River Network, Living 
Lands and Waters, City Parks 
Foundation, Friends of Ferry 
Point Park and the state and 
local elected offi cials that at-
tended.

Check out some photos on 
www.ferrypointpark.org or 
Friends of Ferry Point Park. 

BY GENE DEFRANCIS
Our community was 

rocked by the sudden and 
devastating loss of a com-
munity juggernaut, Will 
Madonna. Not just the fact 
that he was always available 
when a friend was in need but 
he did it with humor and hon-
esty. By far one of my favor-
ites to sit next to in a long and 
painful meeting. And like so 
many community leaders, 
he gave all his heart until he 
had nothing left to give.

He will be so terribly 
missed and we thank his 
family for sharing him with 
us. To Assemblyman Mark 
Gjonaj and his team there 
is no one who can replace 
Will. And as much as we 
miss him as a friend and ally 
we can only image the pain 
the administration is going 

through. We offer you our 
full love, strength, and sup-
port.

In a hot political season, 
we have to keep in mind 
that life is short and it is not 
worth added stress and hos-
tility. Those who want to rep-
resent the community that 
will say and do anything to 
get elected have to under-
stand that we are watching 
and we know the players. 
We know who is a good per-
son and who we do not trust. 
Mudslinging will not im-
press the leaders of this com-
munity. We are watching and 
we are not liking the rhetoric 
coming out of some candi-
dates. Especially when they 
attack a person who has been 
so available and so support-
ive of this community.

That said, candidates are 

getting their petitions signed 
at this time. If you are inter-
ested in volunteering and 
learning about the election 
process contact us and we 
will get you engaged.

We will wait to see who 
gets the petitions signed and 
completed then announce 
our candidate forum in Al-
lerton. So stay posted.

We are giving away two 
Yankees tickets in a Face-
book contest. Join our page 
at Allerton International 
Merchants and sign up your 
neighbors. Each time you re-

fer someone to our page you 
name will be dropped in a 
hat.   The more you refer the 
better your chances.

Remember Allerton Inter-
national Food Festival is Sat-
urday, June 24. Final chance 
to sponsor and get a table. 
Otherwise spread the word 
and enjoy the festivities!

We have set the stage for 
the Business Incubator. Any 
organizations want to help us 
and sponsor this program as 
we get it off the ground is wel-
comed. We are looking for six 
entrepreneurs and business 
ideas that can eventually fi nd 
their way into a brick and 
mortar shop on Allerton.

Allerton baby store, Aller-
ton book store, Allerton can-
dle shop, Allerton art store, 
Allerton dog walkers/day-
care, Allerton soaps and oils, 

Allerton candy store. Lots of 
options. Even if you have the 
passion and willing to learn. 
Reach out. We want more va-
riety on Allerton and we want 
to encourage small business.

As we roll out this project, 
we have learned that blend-
ing Friday with Saturday 
and Sunday is not helpful to a 
person still working a 9 a.m. 
to 5 p.m. They are available 
Saturday and Sunday but not 
Friday. Don’t stress. Come 
in and we can fi gure out the 
schedule.

We are not looking to lock 
anyone into a long term and 
uncomfortable agreement. 
We are looking to support and 
nurture small businesses.

You are a part of our com-
munity and we want you to 
succeed. Our community is 
our business.

S SSHOP OUR CLASSIFIED 
PAGES EVERY WEEK AND 

SAVE MONEY
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SATURDAY, JUNE 17, 2017 
11 AM - 7 PM  

BETWEEN ST. RAYMOND AVE. & WESTCHESTER AVE.  
IN THE WESTCHESTER SQUARE SECTION OF THE BRONX 

LIVE PERFORMANCES BY

You are encouraged to take public trans-
portation to Westchester Square for this 

event:  6 Train • Bx4,  Bx4A, Bx8, Bx21, 
Bx31, Bx40 and Bx42 Buses

SPONSORED BY

RAIN OR SHINE!

LIKE US ON FACEBOOK:
FACEBOOK.COM/FAIRATTHESQUARE
FOLLOW US ON INSTAGRAM AND TWITTER: 
@FAIRATTHESQUARE
TAG YOUR PHOTOS AT THE FAIR FOR PRIZES:
#WSFAIR2017

Gene DiNapoli

CO-HOSTED BY

GUEST DJ’S

Just Nuts

Da Funk Factory 

Troubled Empire 

Kenny 
Supreme

9 T H  A N N UA L

ReignJah Band

DJ Lexs

Elite Dance Stars

GEORGE LAMOND CYNTHIA

FEATURING

DJ Kool  
Bob Ski

G-String

Jimmy Tate
Johnny Mambo & Friends
Feat. Pepito Gomez

Artie Rodriguez 

IN PARTNERSHIP WITHPRESENTED BY PRODUCED BY

FOUR BLOCK FESTIVAL - HALF MILE OF FUN
OVER 200 VENDORS AND ACTIVITIES FOR THE WHOLE FAMILY! 

LIMITED SPONSOR AND VENDOR OPPORTUNITIES AVAILABLE   
EMAIL:  WSFAIR@IMAGEMARKETINGINC.COM
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THE THROGGS

3602/3604 East Tremont Avenue  

Check Out These
Stores In The

Throggs Neck Mall!

TAILS ARE WAGGIN' AND PETS ARE BRAGGIN'

3604 A E.Tremont Ave.

347-680-5921 347-680-5929
ALL SERVICES BY APPOINTMENT ONLY

$300OFF
WITH COUPON ONLY

MAY & JUNE SPECIAL: DOOGIE SPA TREATMENT
POODLE, HAVANESE AND SCHNAUZER
INCLUDES BATH WITH OATMEAL SHAMPOO AND OATMEAL CONDITIONER

HAIR TRIM, NAILS CUT AND EARS CLEANED

$50Starting
At

A2z Construction Group
Inc.

347-287-1593

AMSTERDAM AIR COOLING

212-787-7700

   Commercial $ Residential

    upon request

NOW OPEN
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See what the Throggs Neck Mall is all about!
You can sit and dine in our cozy courtyard. NECK MALL

Offi ce/Retail Space Available in the Mall Call 917-232-2375

(2nd Floor) Suite 204

Lessons on all Instruments
Beginners & Intermediate

Repairs, Recordings, Video

Live Bands
Disc Jockeys Available
Call 646-261-0170
    or 646-331-9707
for free consultation or
www.justnutsmusic.net

Want to play an instrument?
Just Nuts Music School

THE STYLIST &
THE BARBER
The Throggs Neck Mall
3602 E. Tremont Avenue
Bronx, NY 10465

718-684-1191

Chair Rental
Looking for stylist, barbers and/or nail tech with a following

Laser Hair Removal 
IPL Facial 

Chemical Peel 
Balayage Brazilian Blowout 
Spring & Summer Special 

We specialize in:
Color Correction 
Hair Extensions 

Stylist: Jen  Barber: JayWOMEN MEN

718-684-1191

50% 
First Color 
ServiceOFF

Mention This Ad
And Receive

10% 

OFF

follow us on Instagram
and Facebook 

COMMING SOON-MICRO BLADING



BRONX TIMES REPORTER, JUNE 16-22, 201742    BTR

A Trusted Name In The Community For Over 50 Years

CHERICO REAL ESTATE

ONX, NY

For the fi rst time in parish his-
tory, a diaconate ordination will take 
place at St. Helena Catholic Church, 
which is located in Parkchester.  Pia-
rist Br. Vinod Angadathu George of 
St. Rita of Cascia will be ordained by 
a Piarist Bishop, Most. Rev. Feliz La-
zaro, the bishop emeritus of Ponce, 
Puerto Rico, on Saturday, June 17 at 
10 a.m. at St. Helena’s. A reception 
will follow in the gym.  

Br. Vinod is from Kerala, India and 
holds a master’s degree in Botany.  He 
is a member of the Piarist Province of 
the USA and Puerto Rico and is cur-
rently beginning his fourth year of 
theology at St. Joseph’s Seminary in 
Yonkers.  

In addition to celebrating Br. Vi-
nod’s ordination, the Piarist Fathers 
Province of the USA and PR will also 
celebrate the 400th anniversary of the 
founding of the Piarist Order by St. 
Joseph Calasanz and 14 others in 1617.  
Everyone is invited to attend.

* * *

Jihad AbdulSabur of Baychester 
has been named the recipient of the 
2017 Charles Faulding Memorial Schol-
arship awarded by Municipal Credit 

Union (MCU). Jihad, who graduates 
from Community High School this 
month and plans to use her scholar-
ship to attend the Westchester Com-
munity College, received her schol-
arship from MCU board chair James 
Durrah and MCU president/CEO Kam 
Wong at a special ceremony at MCU’s 
headquarters on Thursday, June 8. 

Jihad is one of eight recipients of 
MCU’s 2017 memorial scholarships. 

This year, MCU awarded $66,000 in 
scholarships to college-bound gradu-
ating high school seniors: eight memo-
rial scholarships of $5,000 each and 13 
grants of $2,000 each. Eligibility for 
the MCU scholarships was open to 
an MCU member, a child, or a grand-
child of a member in good standing. 
Selection was based on academic per-
formance, extracurricular activities, 
demonstrated community service, let-
ters of recommendation, and an essay 
expressing personal goals. The schol-
arships are part of MCU’s long-stand-
ing, larger corporate commitment to 
youth education across the greater 
New York City area.

* * *

Seeds of Fortune Inc hosted their 
4th Annual “Seed To Bloom Gala”.
This year’s gala was hosted by Vone-
cia Carswell, 2016 Miss Black USA. 

 Since it’s inception, Seeds of For-
tune Inc. has worked to empower 
young women of color by assisting 
them as they apply for scholarships. 
Once the students secure their schol-
arships the organization works to 
train them on how to be fi nancially 
empowered throughout college and 
within their personal life. This year, 
the organization is celebrating over 
$6 million in scholarships offered to  
the 2017 graduating class.

The event concluded with Council-
woman Vanessa Gibson presenting a 
citation to Seeds of Fortune Founder, 
Nitiya Walker and her executive 
board for their continuous efforts to 
provide opportunity for young women 
of color.

The Pelham Bay Taxpayers Asso-
ciation’s next meeting will be held on 
Tuesday, June 20, at  7:30 p.m. in St. 
Theresa’s cafeteria. 

We have invited Captain Carlos 
Ghonz of the 45th Precinct to our 
meeting. 

Please attend the meeting to meet 
the new captain.

Diaconate Ordination at St. Helena

LETTERS TO THE EDITOR
OPED: by Joseph Strasburg 

DeBlasio housing failing tenants most in need
From page 12

bank account.
As mayor, de Bla-

sio directed (he has ad-
mitted as much) the 
Rent Guidelines Board 
– which is supposed to 
operate independently 
of City Hall infl uence – 
to vote for rent freezes 
in 2015 and 2016. But 
landlord de Blasio has 
continued to raise rents 
of his tenants in two 

homes he owns in Park 
Slope to cover operating 
and repair costs.

Denying fair rent 
increases to the land-
lords of 1 million rent-
stabilized apartments 
prevents the largest 
providers of affordable 
housing in the fi ve bor-
oughs from repairing, 
improving and main-
taining their buildings. 

     Besides re-invest-
ing in their buildings, 

nearly 40% of rent rev-
enue goes directly to the 
city for property taxes 
and water rates (which 
de Blasio has raised 17% 
and 12%, respectively, 
over the past three 
years) – and that reve-
nue, in turn, pays for ed-
ucation, fi re, police and 
other city services.

This recurring theme 
of de Blasio’s housing 
affordability plan be-
ing trumped by politics 

and hypocrisy will push 
more tenants out of their 
homes, destroy the larg-
est segment of affordable 
housing, and negatively 
impact city services.

(Joseph Strasburg is 
president of the Rent Sta-
bilization Association, 
which represents 25,000 
owners of 1 million rent-
stabilized apartments, 
the largest providers of 
affordable housing in 
the fi ve boroughs.)
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In our hearts you hold a special place,
That no one will ever fi ll

We will love you always,
Stanley, Dena, Danielle, Kris, Johnny, Marisa, Kris, Sienna 

& Little Johnny

Happy Birthday 
Linda
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BBL students had the chance to sit behind the iconic ABC News desk. Photo courtesy of BBL

A group of Bronx Charter Schools for Better Learning students visited ABC News on Friday, 
May 12 to watch how media and digital production deliver information daily to the American 
public. The trip consisted of touring the ABC News facilities and speaking with professionals 
in fi elds ranging from live broadcasting to analytics.

BETTER LEARNING STUDENTS VISIT ABC NEWS

Bedrock Preschoolers hosted a fun-fi lled art gala. Photo courtesy of Bedrock Preschool

Bedrock Preschool recently created a children’s art gallery showcasing art made from re-
cycled, reclaimed and old materials.

BEDROCK PRESCHOOL’S ART GALA

(l-r) Michael Hurowitz; Wilma Alonso, FRBID executive director; David Rose, FRBID chairman; 
NYC DOT Bronx Borough commissioner Nivardo Lopez and Rafael Moure representing Coun-
cilman Ritchie Torres welcomed the new greenmarket at Fordham Plaza. 
 Photo by Ray Maldonado

Gajeski Produce’s Javier Martinez operated a stand at the Fordham Greenmarket. 
 Photo by Ray Maldonado

GrowNYC and the Fordham Road Business Improvement District celebrated the grand opening of the Fordham Greenmarket on Wednesday, June 7 at Fordham Plaza. The farmers market 
is open Wednesdays 8 a.m. to 4 p.m. and accepts cash, SNAP/EBT, debit/credit and Farmers Market Nutrition Program checks.

GREENMARKET OPENS AT FORDHAM PLAZA

Honoree Loreen Bannis-Roberts (c), Dominica’s ambas-
sador to the United Nations, graciously accepted her 
award from Councilman King and his wife, Neva Shil-
lingford-King, an executive vice president at 1199 SEIU. 
 Photo courtesy of Councilman Andy King’s Offi ce

In honor of National Caribbean American Heritage 
Month, Councilman Andy King and other elected offi -
cials celebrated the inaugural ‘Our Caribbean Heritage 
Celebration’ on Saturday, June 3 at the Celeste Bartos 
Forum, New York Public Library-Stephen A. Schwarzman 
Building in Manhattan.

KING CELEBRATES 
NATIONAL CARIBBEAN 

HERITAGE MONTH
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COMPREHENSIVE CANCER CARE
IGRT RADIATION THERAPYRADIATION THERAPY-CHEMOTHERAPY

IMMUNOTHERAPY-CLINICAL STUDIES

COMPREHENSIVE CANCER CARE

2330 Eastchester Road
(718) 732-4000   Fax: (718) 881-0092

www.EastchesterCenter.com
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Building and Construction Trades Council of Greater New York’s Santiago Rodriguez (3rd 
from l) accepted honoree Gary LaBarbera’s award on his behalf. Photo by Ray Maldonado

(l-r) Marjorie Velazquez-Lynch, 82nd Assembly District female district leader; John Col-
lazzi, 82nd Assembly District male district leader; honoree John Watson; Thomas Messina 
representing Congressman Joseph Crowley; honorees Paul Golluscio, Rod Rodriguez and 
Benjamin Piacquadio; Senator Jeff Klein and assembly members Mark Gjonaj and Michael 
Benedetto. Photo courtesy of Chippewa Democratic Club

The Chippewa Democratic Club toasted several community leaders at its 119th annual Din-
ner Dance on Thursday, June 8 at Villa Barone Manor. This year’s exemplary honorees were 
Benjamin Piacquadio, St. Benedict’s School eighth grade teacher and athletic director; Rod 
Rodriguez, Ohana Restaurant owner; Gary LaBarbera, Building and Construction Trade 
Council of Greater New York president; Assemblyman Marcos Crespo, Bronx County Demo-
cratic Committee chairman; Lifetime Achievement Award recipient Paul Golluscio and John 
Watson, club member.

CHIPPEWA DEMOCRATIC  CLUB HOSTS DINNER DANCE

(l-r) Cedric McClester, FSBC coordinator; Segundo Lopez, SFI Teen Center director; Maria Fi-
guieredo, FSBC co-coordinator and Isaac Viruet, supporting the coalition with tech support 
and graphics. Photo by Maria Figuieredo

Forward South Bronx Coalition hosted a town hall discussion on substance abuse preven-
tion, intervention and recovery on Wednesday, May 31 at Entrada Academy. The meeting 
showcased and recognized local students who have developed an anti-marijuana campaign 
which they fi lmed and shared over social media.

ENTRADA ACADEMY’S OPIOID TOWN HALL

Councilman King (front, c) led community leaders and local youth in protesting gun vio-
lence. Photo courtesy of Councilman Andy King’s Offi ce

In honor of National Gun Violence Awareness Month, Councilman Andy King hosted an anti-
gun violence rally and community prayer march on Monday, June 5. King honored the mem-
ories of 15-year-old Hadiya Pendleton who was shot and killed in Chicago and the victims of 
violence in the 12th Council District including an 11-year-old boy who fl ed an attempted rape 
by a teenage man armed with a knife.

KING, YOUTH RALLY AGAINST GUN VIOLENCE

Senator Klein (front, c) presented a hefty ceremonial check 
to P.S. 83’s principal Brandon Muccino (back, l) and seventh 
graders to support their school’s new smart boards. 
 Photo courtesy of Senator Jeff Klein’s Offi ce

Senator Jeff Klein announced $50,000 in state funding for 
P.S. 83 on Friday, June 2. The funding will be used to outfi t 
ten classrooms with new interactive smart boards.

KLEIN FUNDS
P.S. 83’S

SMART BOARDS
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TOO HOT TO COOK?
LET BRADYS’ DO IT FOR YOU!

Now Delivering 
To The Beach Clubs

COME ON IN AND COOL OFF! 
IN OUR NEWLY RENOVATED

DINING ROOM
PERFECT for LARGE DINNER PARTIES

MONDAY, TUESDAY, WEDNESDAY NIGHT

JOIN US FOR
WING NIGHTS 20¢ WINGS

TRY OUR DELICIOUS 
ANGUS RIB EYE & SHELL
STEAKS!

PARTY ROOM AVAILABLE
Seating Is Available For 

Large Dinner Parties 
MANY PACKAGES AVAILABLE

Order Your Wings For Any 
Event On Our Wing Hotline

1-718-HOT-WING

CATERING 
AVAILABLE 

FOR ALL 
BOROUGHS

BUY 2
LARGE PIES 
& GET AN ORDER OF WINGS FREE

EAT-IN OR TO GO

ENJOY CORONA BUCKETS 5/$20

TRY OUR DELICIOUS 
FRESH CLAMS ON THE 
HALF SHELL, BAKED 

CLAMS, FRESH MUSSELS, 
SHRIMP, SURF AND TURF 

AND MORE

FROM THE SEA

THURSDAY NIGHTS
SURF AND 

TURF NIGHT
LOBSTER TAIL AND 

SHELL STEAK

     JOIN US FOR FATHER’S DAY!

NOW SERVING
SUMMER
FROZEN DRINKS

PIZZA
SPECIAL

Order Brady’s To Go @ www.pjbradystogo.com
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(l-r) Gregg Gonzalez with fi rst place champions Andy Anello, Mark Sarfati, Tariq Kahn and 
Ted Rodormer. Photo by Silvio Pacifi co

Nunzio Del Greco (r), Bronx Chamber president, conferred awards to honorees (l-r) Gregg 
Gonzalez, Yvette Brissitt-Andre and Sandra Erickson. Photo by Silvio Pacifi co

Gregg Gonzalez (l) congratulated 
second place winner Tyler Stagg. 
 Photo by Silvio Pacifi co

The Bronx Chamber of Commerce 
scored a hole in one with its an-
nual Bronx Golf Outing on Thurs-
day, June 8 at Trump Golf Links. 
The Chamber formally recognized 
Business Man of the Year award 
recipient Greg Gonzalez, Manhat-
tan Parking Group principal; Busi-
nesswoman of the Year honoree 
Sandra Erickson, Sandra Erickson 
Real Estate president and Best of 
the Bronx Award recipient Yvette 
Brissett-Andre, Unique People 
Services executive director at this 
year’s gala celebration.

BRONX 
CHAMBER 

HOSTS GOLF 
OUTING

(l-r) Owner/partner Barry Schaen, general manger Rob Erickson and general sales manager 
Marc Lanassa proudly displayed the FCA 2017 Customer First Award for Excellence. 
 Photo by Silvio Pacifi co

Fiat Chrysler Automobiles US LLC presented Eastchester Chrysler Jeep Dodge Ram with the 
prestigious the 2017 Customer First Award for Excellence certifi cation on Tuesday, June 6 
at 4007 Boston Road. Eastchester Chrysler Jeep Dodge Ram is one of 387 Chrysler, Jeep, 
Dodge, Ram and FIAT dealerships to earn this award.

EASTCHESTER CHRYSLER JEEP HONORED

 WellCare of New York, a subsidiary of WellCare Health Plans, Inc., recently honored 34 NYPD 
police offi cers. The Bronx’s own 40th Precinct police offi cer Hector Espada, 41st Precinct 
police offi cer Clarivel Socola, Patrol Borough Bronx lieutenant Lorraine Perez Gonzalez and 
Police Service Area 7 detective Angel Irizarry were formally recognized for their exceptional 
community service. 

WELLCARE HONORS LOCAL POLICE OFFICERS

The event concluded with the presentation of a $2,000 donation to the Stephen Siller Tunnel 
to Towers Foundation in support of EMT Yadira Arroyo’s family. Photo by Steve Gong

Many NYPD police offi cers were honored at this year’s prestigious ceremony. 
 Photo by Steve Gong
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The Wicked Wolf
Restaurant & Bar

4029 East Tremont A 0

The Wicked Wolf

FOR
FATHER’S DAY

SUNDAY JUNE 18th

11:30 pm - 2:30 pm
Fresh Fruits, Freshly Baked Croissants

Bagels, Muffi ns, Danish and Rolls
Scrambled Eggs, Eggs Benedict, Bacon 

Irish Sausage and Homefries
Pancakes, French Toast, Quiches

Penne Ala Vodka
Tossed & Ceasar Salad

Chicken Stir Fry, Chicken Francese
Carving Roast

and Desserts Served with
Bloody Marys or Mimosas

TREAT DAD TO THE

BEST SUNDAY BRUNCH
IN TOWN!

“Home of the Best Black Angus Steaks “
16oz Shell ~ 18oz Ribeye ~ and ~ 12oz.Filet Mignon

$23
PER PERSON

BRUNCH

Book Your Party With Us....
y y

Make your reservations early. Chefck out our New Menu On-Line at:
www.wickedwolfny.com

SERVING REGULAR DINNER
MENU FROM 3PM TO 10PM

Friday & Saturday Night

DJ Music

Karaoke 
On Sunday
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Ms. Spencer (front, c) with the LEAP University Cheerleaders. 
 Photo by Aracelis Batista

LEAP University step coach Ms. Davis (back, 2nd from l) with her students. 
 Photo by Aracelis Batista

LEAP presented ‘Women’s Voices: Untold Stories’ on Tuesday, June 6 at Hostos Repertory Theater as part of its program commemorating the centennial of the NYS Women’s Suffrage 
Movement through the lens of intersectionality.

LEAP HOSTS WOMEN’S VOICES PERFORMANCES

Former New York Yankees legend Rivera (r) deputized the students as junior fi re marshals. 
 Photo courtesy of Global Media Network

In honor of the Hartford Junior Fire Marshal program’s 70th anniversary, former New York 
Yankees reliever and the Hartford Brand ambassador Mariano Rivera educated P.S. 63 stu-
dents on fi re safety in the Hartford’s mobile fi re safety house on Tuesday, June 6. The 
mobile safety house utilizes state-of-the-art technology simulating various home fi re situ-
ations and what to do in a smoke-fi lled bedroom.

MARIANO DEPUTIZES P.S. 63 STUDENTS

Police Athletic League students from the Webster-Giannone Center gave a presentation on 
global warming. Photo courtesy of Police Athletic League

More than 100 fourth through eighth grade students from Police Athletic League centers 
throughout the fi ve boroughs explored ‘creating a better tomorrow’ at PAL’s seventh annual 
science fair. The young scientists conducted experiments and shared their expertise on 
ways to conserve the Earth and explored the science behind decomposition, conservation, 
sustainability, agriculture and recycling. 

PAL YOUTH EXPLORE 
“BETTER TOMORROW’ 

Pastor Gooding (c) and NYPD commissioner O’Neill 
(4th from r) with local law enforcement. 
 Photo courtesy of Pastor Jay Gooding

Superintendent Jay Gooding, Miracle Revival 
Temple Church of God in Christ pastor, hosted a 
breakfast for NYPD commissioner James O’Neill 
and pastors on Monday, June 5 at Miracle Revival 
Temple Church of God in Christ. The purpose of 
the breakfast was for pastors to speak with O’Neill 
about becoming more involved with their local 
precincts and community.

COMMISSIONER O’NEILL
 ATTENDS BREAKFAST
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LIMITED TIME OFFER:

$400
Not to be combined with any other offer.

off a pair of the 
latest technology

We have our 
teeth and eyes 
checked regularly, but 
what about our ears?

Everyone over the age 
of 55 should have their 
hearing checked as part 
of an overall wellness 
program. 

Think about all you 
gain when you have 
your hearing 
checked.

HEAR EVERYTHING. 
Some forms of hearing 

loss are subtle or only 
occur in certain 

situations; make 
sure you can hear 
all the sounds of 
your life.

REMAIN 
STEADY 
ON 
YOUR 
FEET.

Beyond 
hearing, our 

ears are a 
key contributor 

to our balance 
— when they are 

affected negatively 
incidents of falling increase.

COMMUNICATE 
EFFECTIVELY.

Your hearing enables 
you to understand 

and communicate 
complex ideas, 

passing thoughts, 
and jokes  
every day. 

BE (AND 
STAY) 

HAPPY! 
Those who 

participate in a 
hearing screening 

and improve 
hearing health 

increase their quality 
of life and decrease their 

risk of depression.

 

r

S

B

POSTPONE DEMENTIA.
Your ears can identify frequency, pitch, location, and many other details 
instantly — the better they work, the sharper your mind is likely to be.

Better Hearing
Means Better Overall Wellness

Call and make an appointment for your complimentary 
hearing screening with our Audiologist today! Dr. Katherine 

Andreadis
Au.D., CCC-A 

3942A East Tremont Ave
Bronx, NY 10465

718-676-9955www.audiologyhh.com
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Artist Collins (2nd from l) engaged the audience to share their thoughts 
and memories by painting on muslin fabric, similar to her past installa-
tion, ‘Temps Perdu.’ Photo by Thomas X. Casey

Bronx Community College art professor and Bronx Council on the Arts 
2016-17 BRIO Award winner Alison Collins hosts a presentation of her past 
art projects on Wednesday, May 31 at the Huntington Free Library.

BCC PROFESSOR COLLINS 
EXHIBITS ARTWORK

Councilman Vacca (c) and the M.S. 89 cheerleaders enjoyed some fun in 
the sun. Photo courtesy of NIDC

Neighborhood Initiatives Development Corporation hosted its annual 
Summer Kick-Off on Saturday, June 3, bringing the north Bronx together 
for a day of free family fun. The action-packed day featured a velcro 
jump wall, bouncy house, basketball games, arts and crafts, face paint-
ing, live DJ, fresh barbecued food and a special performance from the 
M.S. 89 cheerleaders!

NIDC HOSTS SUMMER KICK-OFF

(l-r) Registered dietitians Tanya Hunt, Amy Lesh and Tashia Ashley 
explained the importance of healthy eating and recommended 
methods of accomplishing this goal. Photo by Silvio Pacifi co

St. Barnabas Hospital and the Belmont Business Improvement 
District hosted ‘Picture a Healthier You,’ a street fair with fun 
and healthy activities, on Sunday, June 4 on Crescent Avenue. 
The health-conscious event featured blood pressure, BMI and 
mammography screenings; healthy cooking demos and Zumba 
and yoga activities.

SBH, BELMONT BID’S PICTURE
 A HEALTHIER YOU

(l-r) Caroline Davis, SBH Patient Engage-
ment and Community Outreach director; 
mid-day radio personality La Loca and 
publicist Tyelise Nelson Iavonia enjoyed 
the street fair. Photo by Silvio Pacifi co

(l-r) Premature triplets Ruhan, Eshaq and Israt have been discharged home in good health. 
 Photo courtesy of Jacobi Medical Center

Jacobi Medical Center announced on Monday, June 5 that triplets born in December-almost four months prema-
turely-have been discharged home in good health for the fi rst time. Two baby boys Ruhan and Eshaq and their 
baby sister Israt’s departure marks the latest progress in a journey that included months of carefully coor-
dinated high-risk prenatal care followed by intensive post-partum care by the hospital’s neonatal medical team.

PREMATURE TRIPLETS ARE NOW HOME

Assemblyman Sepulveda (l) earned a congratulatory hug 
from fellow Assemblyman Mark Gjonaj after receiving his 
award as this year’s Special Honoree. 
 Photo by Bob Kappstatter

Assemblyman Luis Sepulveda served as the keynote speaker 
for the 11th annual Community Education Council 11’s Leg-
islative Breakfast on Friday, June 2 at the Eastwood Manor. 
Sepulveda spoke of the hard work by legislators this session 
that added an extra $1.1 billion to the state education budget 
totaling $25.8 billion with $386 million going to schools in the 
Bronx and NYC. He also praised the hard work of administra-
tors and teachers across the city for a citywide high school 
dropout rate that fell to a low of 8.5% last year while the grad-
uation rate rose to a historic 72.6% with the Bronx showing 
the highest improvement. 

SEPULVEDA AT CEC’S BREAKFAST
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COMMUNITY
CHIROPRATIC

of Throggs Neck

Kenneth P. Gonoud D.C.

Trigger Point Injections

We Treat:
Acute and Chronic Pain, Back and Neck Pain

Headaches and Migraines, Sciatica and Pinched Nerves
Arthritis, Knee and Shoulder Pain

SIRECI 
Family Dental
Your Neighborhood Dentist Since 1983

C A R I N G    A F F O R D A B L E    P A I N L E S S

FREE 
CONSULTATIONS

COME VISIT US 
IN OUR NEW 

MODERN OFFICE

2861 BRUCKNER BLVD.  |  718-829-0455

GENERAL DENTISTRY  
SPECIALTY CARE
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THE NEW SOUND OF
BROOKLYN

The Community News Group is 
proud to introduce BROOKLYN 
PAPER RADIO. Join Brooklyn 
Paper Editor-in-Chief Vince 
DiMiceli and the New York Daily 
News’ Gersh Kuntz man every 
Tuesday at 2:00 for an hour of 
talk on topics Brooklynites hold 
dear.

Each show will feature in-
studio guests and call-out 
segments, and can be listened 
to live or played anytime at your 
convenience.

SPONSORED BY

GERSH KUNTZMANVINCE DIMICELI

WITH

JOSEPH 
LICHTER, 

D.D.S.

LISTEN EVERY TUESDAY AT 2:00PM ON  
BrooklynPaper.com/radio

• Do You Remember - Singer Eydie Gorme Was 

Born Near The Grand Concourse................................56

Upcoming Wave Hill program and highlights
Wave program schedule includes:
Saturday, June 24; Sunday, June 

25: Family Art Project: Butterfl y 
Habitat Hats:

See them and sketch them fl y-
ing and sipping the nectar of their 
favorite fl owering shrub or bush. 
Then learn about local butterfl y spe-
cies and make a butterfl y-habitat hat 
fi lled with fl owers and insects in an 
active landscape. 

Saturday, June 24; Sunday, June 
25: In The Shop: Meet the Grower-
Eric Rohsler of Rohsler’s Nurser: 
Stop by The Shop for a special plant 
sale featuring locally-grown plants. 
Horticulturist and garden designer 
Eric Rohsler of Rohsler’s fi fth-gener-
ation nursery in Allendale, NJ, has 
collaborated with Wave Hill. Eric 
will be on hand on both Saturday 
and Sunday to provide expert horti-
cultural advice.

 Saturday, June 24; Sunday, June 
25: Pollination Headquarters: See 
butterfl y and insect displays, pick 
up self-guided tours, take home pol-
linator-friendly plant lists and adopt 
a bee-condo. 

Saturday, June 24: Meet the Bees: 
A Hands-on Adventure in the Api-
ary: Observe bee behavior in the gar-
dens, then suit up in a hat and veil to 
peek inside a hive fi lled with 50,000 
honeybees. Horticultural Interpreter 
Charles Day leads this fascinating 
foray into the world of the honeybee. 

Saturday, June 24; Sunday, June 
25: Garden Highlights Walk: Join in 
for an hour-long tour of seasonal gar-
den highlights. 

Saturday, June 24: Family Gallery 
Tour: Explore artwork on view in 
Glyndor Gallery on a family-friendly 
tour with a Curatorial Fellow. 

Saturday, June 24; Sunday, June 

25: Butterfl y Block Party: CEvery-
one’s invited to the Butterfl y Block 
Party in the Flower Garden. Mingle 
with guest naturalists and meet your 
local Lepidoptera. 

Saturday, June 24; Sunday, June 
25: Native Pollinators Walk: Entomol-
ogist Lawrence Forcella and natural-
ists Gabriel Willow and Paul Keim 
lead these fascinating walks to ob-
serve our local pollinators at work. 

Saturday, June 24: Gallery Tour: 
Wave Hill’s Curatorial Fellow will 
lead a tour of current exhibitions in 
Glyndor Gallery. The group show, 
Outcasts: Women in the Wilder-
ness, explores how women have been 
treated and portrayed as outcasts in 
history, myth and biblical legend. In 
the Sunroom Project Space, Sonya 
Blesofsky’s sculptural installation 
is inspired by the history of Glyndor 
House, while Sindy Butz’s includes 
enlarged photographs and videos of 
her performing with Wave Hill fi re-
places. 

Saturday, June 24: Talk & Tour: 
The Horticulturalist’s Eye: Tour the 
Hudson River Museum’s summer ex-
hibition, Robert Zakanitch: Garden 

of Ornament, with Wave Hill’s as-
sistant director of Horticulture Mat-
thew Turnbull and Hudson River 
Museum Curatorial Chair Laura 
Vookles. This event is part of the Mu-
seum’s “Talk and Tour” series. 

Saturday, June 24: Marvelous 
Moths Talk and Walk: Moths play an 
important role in the ecosystem as 
pollinators for night-blooming fl ow-
ers, and as food for many larger crea-
tures. Join Environmental Educator 
Pam Golben of the Hudson High-
lands Nature Museum for a peek into 
the fascinating world of moths. This 
evening program includes a short, 
indoor presentation and a twilight 
foray into the gardens to look for 
moths. 

Sunday, June 25: Yoga in the Gar-
den: Participants should bring a mat, 
dress appropriately and expect to be 
outside, unless precipitation or ex-
cessive humidity occurs. Classes are 
offered in partnership with Yoga Ha-
ven. All levels welcome. 

Wave Hill is located at 675 West 
252nd Street. For more information, 
rates, and directons, call (718) 549-
3200 ext. 232.

Wave-Hill’s Meet the Bees program.                 Photo courtesy of Joshua Bright

Call 718.260.2555
..to sell your car in our 
CLASSIFIED SECTIONS 
& get...Real Results!
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Open 7 Days 11 AM – 4 PM AM Til 3 PM PM

PM PM

AM Til 4 PM

SOUP OR SALAD, PRIME RIB POTATO, 
VEGETABLES & DESSERT

PRIME RIB TUESDAYS

Throggs Neck Clipper
Home of Good Food & Strong Drinks

A place where strangers are not strangers ... but friends who have yet to meet!

HAPPY
  Fathers
         DAYJOIN US FATHER’S DAY 

JUNE 18TH
MAKE YOUR RESERVATION NOW

SERVING FATHER’S DAY BRUNCH
FROM 11AM - 2PM

(REGULAR MENU ALSO AVAILABLE)

SERVED ON
SIZZLING PLATTER

BEST STEAK
IN THE NECK!

HOUSE SPECIAL

$1995

SAT. JUNE 24 @ 9:00 PM

DISCO NITE
Celebrating the 40th Anniversary

with DINO BRAVO
featuring

TAVARES, KC and BEEGEES

ALSO

DJ BOBBY FLOWERS
SPINNING YOUR FAVORITE

70s and 80s MIXES

FREE
WI-FI

DAILY

LUNCH & DINNER 

SPECIALS FAXED 

ON REQUEST

MONDAY NIGHT
WING NIGHT

AT THE BAR
8PM TIL 10PM

(2 DRINK MINIMUM)

SUNDAY BRUNCH
11AM–3PM

Includes Traditional Irish
Breakfast & Complimentary
Mimosa or Bloody Mary or

Glass of Beer

$7 BAR LUNCHES
$2 DOMESTIC PINTS

EARLY BIRD DINNER

$1495

Monday–Thursday
4PM–6PM

Includes Soup or Salad
 Entree, OT/VEG & Dessert
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We’ll help take the mystery 
out of cremation.

Family Owned & Operated for over 60 years

Singer Eydie Gorme was born near Concourse

Steve  Lawrence and Eydie Gorme

REPRINTED FROM 9/62012

Eydie Gorme was born on 
August 16, 1928, just off the 
Grand Concourse and not far 
from the school that would be-
come her alma mater, the for-
mer William Howard Taft High 
School on East 172nd Street (the 
last graduating class was in 
2008). 

Eydie graduated in 1946 
and among the other graduates 
that year was Stanley Kubrick, 
the fi lm maker noted for such 
blockbusters as Spartacus, A 
Space Odyssey, The Shining, 
Clockwork Orange, et al. 

Kubrick was raised at 2160 
Clinton Avenue here in the 
Bronx and stumbled onto fi lm-
making almost by accident. 

Photography, along with 
chess, was simply a hobby. 

 Eydie Gorme was born 
Edith Garmezano to Fortuna 
and Nessim Garmezano, a tai-
lor from Sicily. Her mother 
came from Turkey and both 
were Sephardic Jews. 

This mix gave her an oppor-
tunity to become somewhat of 
a linguist and her fi rst job was 
as an interpreter for the United 
Nations. 

She was fl uent in Ladino 

(Judeo-Spanish) and Spanish. 
It may be of interest to note 

that she was a cousin of Neil 
Sedaka, also of Turkish Jewish 
decent. 

 Eydie Gorme made her fi rst 
78 RPM recording in 1950 with 
the Tommy Tucker Orchestra 
and Don Brown. 

Very few readers will recall 
her two early vinyl recordings: 
Powder and Paint followed by 
Cherry Stones. 

It wasn’t until she teamed 
up with Steve Lawrence that 
she really became well-known. 

Steve Lawrence was born 
Sidney Liebowitz in Brooklyn 
on July 8, 1935. 

He is recalled for his numer-
ous hits including “Party Doll” 
which reached #5 on the charts 
in 1953. 

The two met on the “To-
night Show” hosted by Steve 
Allen (1921-2000) and were mar-
ried at the El Rancho Hotel on 
the Strip in Las Vegas on De-

cember 29, 1957. The famous 
hotel, by the way, burned down 
on July 17, 1960.

 They had two sons. David 
Nessim Lawrence was the com-
poser who is known for Ameri-
can Pie, High School Musical, 
The Cheetah Girls 2 and others 
along with his popular scores 
for such series as “Jericho,” 
“Cane,” et al. Their other son, 
Michael, died of an undiag-
nosed heart problem in 1986 at 
age 23.

 Steve Lawrence and Eydie 
Gorme soon became the fea-
tured performers on most of 
the popular TV shows of the 
day.   

His “Go Away Little Girl” 
reached #1 in 1962. Her hit song 
“Blame it on the Bossa Nova” 
sold over a million copies the 
following year. 

Performing alone, they 
were great. Paired together, 
they were unstoppable. 

Those were the years when 

variety shows were enor-
mously popular and they all 
vied to get Steve Lawrence and 
Eydie Gorme as guest stars. 

They both received well-
deserved honors in the “Song-
writers Hall of Fame” for their 
lifetime achievements.
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8th Annual Role Model
Recognition Honors

Wednesday , June 28, 2017- 6pm to 10pm

R.S.V.P. by June 14, 2017
(718) 260-4595

Come And Join Us In Recognition
Of This Year’s Honorees

Per Person

Sara Bonizio

Sulma Arzu-Brown

Lorraine C. Corsa, Esq.

Josephine Fanelli 

Bernadette Ferrara

Lourdes Melendez-Gamez

Roberta Gjonaj

Kerry A. Lee

Melissa Libran

Ana Melendez

Carolyn Murphy

Mary H. Murray

Karen Rauhauser Nani

Yasmin Cruz-Otero

Milagros Baez O’toole

Tamara Rivera

Frances Ann Rodriguez

Maria Rodriguez

Melissa Salguero

Carolyn Luella Smith

Marlene Taylor PA-C

Evelyn Torres

Where Tasteful
Creations Begin

Honorable

Bahaati E. Pitt
Keynote Speaker
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Commitment
Dedication
Excellence

Please join us in recognizing the
25 Bronx Infl uential Women of 2017!

These special words are reserved for those individuals who have devoted their own life 
to improve the lives of others. This year the Bronx Times, through a series of in-depth 
profi les, salutes 25 Infl uential Bronx Women. Each woman’s unique accomplishments 
will be highlighted in a keepsake publication on June 23, 2017.

Sara Bonizio
Metro Optics

Sulma Arzu-Brown
Boogie Down Grind Café

Lorraine C. Corsa, Esq.
The Columbian Lawyers First

Judicial Department

Carolina DiFuccia
Our Lady of Mt. Carmel Church

Josephine Fanelli 
Principal of St. Theresa School

President of FIAME

Bernadette Ferrara
President/Van Nest

Neighborhood Alliance

Lourdes Melendez-Gamez
Confetti Kids, Inc.

Roberta Gjonaj
RN/School Nurse

Kerry A. Lee
Montefi ore Health System

Melissa Libran
Windows of Hip Hop, Inc.

Ana Melendez
We Stay/Nos Quedamos, Inc.

Carolyn Murphy
Country Bank

Mary H. Murray
National Council of Negro Woman

Karen Rauhauser Nani
The Island Current Newspaper

Yasmin Cruz-Otero
Image Marketing Inc.

Milagros Baez O’toole
Acacia Network

Bronx Lebanon Hospital

Dana Carotenuto Rico
 Senator Jeffrey Klein’s offi ce

Tamara Rivera
New York City District Council of 

Carpenters  Council Representative

Frances Ann Rodriguez
Roberto Clement State Park/New 

York State Offi ce of Parks &
Recreation & Historic Preservation

Maria Rodriguez
Argus Community Inc.

Melissa Salguero
P.S. 48/Joseph R. Drake

Elementary School

Carolyn Luella Smith
Bronxnet Cable Show

Marlene Taylor PA-C
Montefi ore Medical Center
Infectious Disease Clinic

Evelyn Torres
Foxy Family

Dr. Valerie M. Washington
Bronx Children’s Museum

Call 718-260-4593 For Journal Advertising Rates
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Elder question of the week

SALVATORE M. DI COSTANZO

Dear Mr. Di Costanzo: If I 
add my daughter to my bank 
account, can Medicaid still 
take my asset?

If only it was that easy!  
As a general rule, if your 

name is on a bank account, 
regardless of whether it is 

owned jointly with anyone 
else, Medicaid will presume 
that you own one hundred 
percent of the account.  From 
a practical perspective, this 
makes sense.  You should not 
be able to avoid having to use 
your bank account for the cost 

of your care simply by adding 
a child to that account.

There are instances where 
a co-owner has contributed 
assets to a jointly owned ac-
count.  In that case, you would 
need to work with an elder 
law attorney to rebut the pre-
sumption that the entire ac-
count is owned by you.  This 
is usually done by maintain 
adequate records and prepar-
ing affi davits signed by all 
parties in support of the co-
owner’s contributions.

Unlike bank accounts, bro-
kerage accounts are treated 
differently.  Where there is a 
co-owner on a brokerage ac-
count, Medicaid treats the 
brokerage as being owned 
one-half by each owner.  This 
is a very valuable tidbit that 
could save a lot of money.  
However, if you add a co-
owner to a brokerage account, 
there is a 5-year look-back pe-
riod since you are deemed to 
have transferred one-half of 

the account to the co-owner.
The above rules illustrate 

why you must work with an 
elder law attorney to navigate 
the complex world of Medic-
aid planning.  Failing to work 
with an elder law attorney of-
ten results in the unnecessary 
waste of assets.  Please call us 

at 914-925-1010 or e-mail me at 
smd@mfd-law.com to further 
explore your estate and elder 
law planning needs.  You can 
also visit our website at www.
plantodayfortomorrow.com.

Questions may also be 
submitted to smd@mfd-law.
com for a response.

He fl unked fi rst grade - and now look

RHYMES 
WITH CRAZY

BY TONY SALIMBENE
So fi rst another big thanks 

to all after a successful 99th 
Bronx County Convention. 
Looking forward to one more 
year as commander with a 
great team that makes me look 
good, and a wife who loves 
our country and supports my 
ideas.

Always a thanks to Com-
mander Owen and the crew 
at Sam Young Post 620 for the 
hospitality and help. Great to 
see Doc Paul G up and about 
and in great spirits.  

Our Post 253 June meet-
ing/BBQ will be on Sunday, 
June 25 so as not to interfere 

with the third Sunday obser-
vance of Father’s Day. Remem-
ber thats at Throggs Neck 
Memorial Post 1456. Regular 
meeting time, awards and cel-
ebration to follow.

Until next time: A wise 
man speaks because he has 
something to say, a fool speaks 
because he has to say some-
thing. - Socrates 

This is for all the par-
ents worried that their 
kids are cutting class, fall-
ing through the cracks, 
overeating, under-achiev-
ing, or spending all day 
playing video games — 
and for all the kids doing 
just that.

Dominick Vanden-
berge was raised in the 
Bronx — Pelham Bay — 
and no one would call 
him a star student. He 
was forced to repeat fi rst 
grade, and already felt 
like a failure at age 6. He 
became the oldest kid in 
the class. He hated every-
thing to do with school.

And then his weight 
started to balloon.

By high school, Dom-
inck weighed 220 pounds 
and he struggled to make 
friends. He started skipping 
class. And then, things got 
even worse. His dad died 
of a heart attack, at home. 
That same night, the fam-
ily moved into his aunt’s 
basement in Queens.

Dominick transferred 
to Francis Lewis High 
School and when he ar-
rived that fi rst day, his 
teacher mocked his weight 
in front of the whole class. 
She asked him if he was 

on drugs. Everyone laughed.
Except Dominick. He’d 

played hooky before? Now 
he became a serious truant. 
Sometimes he didn’t show up 
for an entire month. The prin-
cipal called him in and said if 
he missed one more day, he’d 
be out.

Out he was.
At that point in his life, 

Dominick recalls, “I can 
remember me wanting to 
change.” But how? He was 
fat, friendless, fatherless. “I 
had nothing to show for the 
past 17 years other than that 
I had completed some video 
games.”

He remembers lying down 
on his bed, “and, cliché as it 
was, I was looking up into the 
sky at night and I was just 
hoping that one day I could 
fi nd someone, because I don’t 
want to be alone, and I wanted 
to be successful.”

He decided that the fi rst 
thing he’d do was try to lose 
some weight. If he could do 
that… Well, fi rst things fi rst.

Dominck started watch-
ing exercise videos, and kind 
of “lying” to himself. He told 
himself he was just going to 
“stretch a little bit.’” He didn’t 
want to aim for anything 
harder in case he backed 
down. He’d disappointed him-

self enough already.
But instead of just stretch-

ing, he added a little more ex-
ercise each day — some push-
ups, some squats. He started 
walking in the park, which 
turned into power-walking, 
which turned into jogging. At 
the same time, he changed his 
diet. Now he ate mostly oat-
meal, apples, carrots, and wa-
ter.

From the kid who had no 
self-discipline.

In seven months Dominick 
lost 80 pounds. He applied to 
a GED program in Elmhurst, 
passed the test and applied 
to his dream school, Hunter 
College.

He didn’t get in. So he en-
rolled at Borough of Man-
hattan Community College 
— and promptly failed every 
class.

But by now, Dominick 
knew all about starting over. 
So he did, and this time he 
took a course in “Classics.” 
He thought it was going to 
be about classical music. In-
stead, it was about the his-
tory of Western Civilization, 
starting with the ancient 
Greeks and Romans, taught 
by the tough-but fair Prof. 
Gerald Clock.

“He’d teach the class as 
if he was telling a story,” 
Dominick recalled.

When Prof. Clock told the 
class about how the Athe-
nians needed help fi ghting 
the Persians, so they sent 
their fastest runner to the 
ask Sparta for help, Dominic 
was hooked. After all, he was 
a runner now, too.

Clock took an interest in 
this motivated student, advis-
ing him in academic matters, 
and encouraging him, too. 
When he found out Domin-
ick’s educational past, he was 
shocked. He thought Dominic 
had always been an A student.

For his part, Dominick 
started writing papers on 
things like the Code of Ham-
murabi. He liked Prof. Clock 
so much, he took his class on 
American history, too. But 
it was classics that really 
turned Dominic on.

Upon graduating, Domin-
ick was fi nally accepted at 
Hunter, where there was no 
stopping him. He studied 
Greek and Latin. He got a 
scholarship to study in Ath-
ens, a scholarship to study 
in Rome, a scholarship to 
present his paper at Har-
vard University.

And last week, along 
with dozens of other excep-
tional graduates, Domin-
ick stood on the stage at 
Hunter commencement at 
Radio City Music Hall as 
the college president, Jen-
nifer Raab, announced his 
grade point average: 3.96. 
Then she also announced 
a surprise guest.

Out onto the stage 
strode Prof. Gerald Clock.

Wild applause.
Dominick will return to 

Hunter this fall to earn his 
master’s in classical litera-
ture. His goal is to become 
a Latin teacher and inspire 
students like he had been.

You know, the bril-
liant ones — who just don’t 
know it yet.

Lenore Skenazy is 
founder of Free-Range 
Kids, a contributor to Rea-
son.com, and author of 
“Has the World Gone Ske-
nazy?”
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Action
Association

BY FRANK V. VERNUCCIO, JR.
American journalism is in 

crisis, one of its own making.
An honest and diligent 

press is vital to the function-
ing of a nation led not by a dic-
tatorship or an oligarchy, but 
by voters.  Without access to 
the unfettered information 
provided by journalists com-
mitted to an accurate report-
ing of facts, the electorate 
cannot access the informa-
tion necessary to exercise its 
power to select who will best 
represent them.

Increasingly, the U.S. me-
dia—including both the press 
and related professions– has 
abandoned its role as the pro-
vider of objective news. It has 
replaced that key mission 
with an arrogant belief in “ad-
vocacy,” in essence, telling the 
people what they should be 
thinking.  This is not the same 
as merely providing editorial 
opinion.  It is the actual shap-
ing of the news itself, hiding 
information that does not fi t 
its agenda, and overly empha-
sizing that which does.

While this trend has been 
developing for decades, (ad-
vocacy journalism began its 
long march to dominance in 
the journalism schools of the 

1960s) it has reached a dan-
gerous crescendo in the after-
math of the 2016 campaign.

     The website 538  notes 
that “The political diversity 
of journalists is not very…As 
of 2013, only 7 percent of them 
identifi ed as Republicans (al-
though only 28 percent called 
themselves Democrats with 
the majority saying they were 
independents)… Of the major 
newspapers that endorsed ei-
ther Clinton or Trump, only 
3 percent (2 of 59) endorsed 
Trump.”

Other sources concur. Pub-
lic Integrity  provides a num-
ber of examples: New Yorker 
television critic Emily Nuss-
baum, a newly minted Pulit-
zer Prize winner, spent the 
Republican National Conven-
tion pen-pricking presiden-
tial nominee Donald Trump 
as a misogynist shyster run-
ning an “ugly and xenophobic 
campaign. ”What Nussbaum 
didn’t disclose in her dis-
patches: she contributed $250 
to Democrat Hillary Clinton 
in April….:the current Em-
erson College distinguished 
journalist-in-residence  has 
given Clinton $2,800.In all, 
people identifi ed in federal 
campaign fi nance fi lings as 

journalists, reporters, news 
editors or television news an-
chors — as well as other do-
nors known to be working in 
journalism — have combined 
to give more than $396,000 to 
the presidential campaigns of 
Clinton and Trump, according 
to a Center for Public Integ-
rity analysis…About 430 peo-
ple who work in journalism 
have, through August, com-
bined to give about $382,000 to 
the Democratic nominee, the 
Center for Public Integrity’s 
analysis indicates. About 50 
identifi able journalists have 
combined to give about $14,000 
to Trump…”

In the 2016 campaign, hard-
left groups engaged in utterly 
illegal tactics against some       
Republican candidates. Most 
of the media ignored this sig-
nifi cant story.  Likewise, the 
Democrat National Commit-
tees’ highly inappropriate and 
legally questionable tilt in fa-
vor of the Clinton campaign 

over primary rival Bernie 
Sanders received inadequate 
attention.  (As did an amusing 
incident involving the Demo-
crat convention. 

Throughout the 2016 con-
test, the Clinton campaign 
raged against the Republican 
drive for honest balloting, in-
cluding the use of ID to cast 
votes.  However, to enter their 
convention fl oor, the DNC de-
manded picture ID from its 
own delegates.)

As expected, the bias of the 
media for Clinton over Trump 
was obvious throughout the 
campaign. What is startling, 
however, are the actions of the 
media since Election Day. The 
disappointed and overwhelm-
ingly pro-Clinton media have 
essentially acted as though 
the campaign never ended. 
The news networks on broad-
cast television and cable, as 
well as the major print outlets, 
have both encouraged and em-
phasized a sense of crisis.

An example of the extrem-
ity of media bias was noted 
in a Reason article  which re-
ported that “Two journalists 
covering the protests coincid-
ing with Donald Trump’s in-
auguration have been charged 
with felony rioting, [including] 

Evan Engel, a senior producer 
for Vocativ, and Alexander 
Rubenstein of RT America.” 
RT is associated with the Rus-
sian government, but no one 
has questioned how this con-
tradicts the “Russian collu-
sion” charges.

The Washington Times 
reports that “Journalist 
Bob Woodward of Watergate 
fame has some advice for his 
younger peers — stop ‘binge 
drinking the anti-Trump Kool-
Aid.’”

Data from a recently re-
leased Harvard Harris poll  
provided exclusively to The 
Hill  disclosed that “65 per-
cent of voters believe there is 
a lot of fake news in the main-
stream media.”

Ying Ma, writing in The 
National Interest, cautions 
that “…the mainstream me-
dia should hit the pause but-
ton on its self-adulation and 
refl ect not just on its failed 
coverage of Trump but also 
on its inability to offer fair 
treatment to conservative 
[views]…When that happens, 
American voters will see 
something other than the 
manufactured news that con-
forms to preexisting ideologi-
cal predilections.”

BY STEVEN GLOSSER
We have recently two new 

collection sites for your used 
eyeglasses: St.Claire of Assisi 
Church at 1703 Lurting Av-
enue and St. Frances Xavier 
Church at 1918 Paulding Av-
enue.

There is a tremendous 
need for recycled eyeglasses 

throughout the world. This 
year the Pelham Parkway 
Neighborhood Association 
is partnering with the Lions 
Club International to collect 
used eyeglasses for charity.

Together we are collect-
ing used eyeglasses.We will 
have  them cleaned, steril-
ized, and designate  the pre-
scription of used eyeglasses 

and collect ,store and package 
them for distribution to needy 
groups and adults and chil-

dren throughout the world. 
Help make a difference and 
improve peoples lives.Please 
check for any unused eye-
glasses you may have.Thank 
You. 

The following locations 
in the community have gra-
ciously donated space for 
our collection boxes: Bronx 
House, 990 Pelham Parkway 

South; Apple Bank, 626 Pel-
ham Parkway South;  Pel-
ham Parkway, Vision, 735 
Lydig Avenue; Sterling Opti-
cal, 2168 White Plains Road; 
Designer  Optical  of Pelham, 
2196 White Plains Road; NY 
Eye Surgery Center, 1101 Pel-
ham Parkway North; and Eye 
Care Unlimited, 1086 Morris 
Park Avenue

BY PAUL GOLLUSCIO
Hello all!
First off, many thanks to 

the Chippewa Democratic 
Club for honoring me with 
their Lifetime Achievement 
Award  at their 119th Annual 
Dinner Dance last Thursday 
evening. It was a total surprise 
to me, but super appreciated. I 
was in the company of other 
awardees, Assemblyman Mar-
cos Crespo, Gary La Barbara, 
president of the Building and 
Construction Trades Council 
of Greater New York, Benja-
min J. Piaquadio, teacher at St. 
Benedict’s School, Norberto 

Rodriguez, restauranteur and 
owner of Ohana Restaurant on 
City Island and the new one on 
Tremont Avenue and fi nally, 
John Watson of the Chippewa 
Club, who pretty much runs 
the Chippewa Club.  Again, 
Thank you.

New York City has vet cen-
ters in all the boroughs. The 
one in the Bronx is at 2471 
Morris Avenue. Phone num-
ber is (718) 367-3500. The ser-
vices offered are individual, 
group and family counsel-
ing, bereavement counseling, 
sexual trauma and substance 
abuse counseling. They also 

have community education 
VA info and referral services. 
Services are free. For further 
info call (877) 927-8387 or log 
onto www.vetcenter.va.gov

The Bronx County Conven-
tion was held here at the post 
this past Friday, more info 
next column.

Our fl ag retirement cere-

mony will he held here at 620 
on Friday, June 16 at 7 p.m.

Log onto admin@nycvet-
eransalliance.org for info and 
updates regarding vet affairs

This organization has tons 
of information for the vets and 
is well worth looking into.

The VA BBQ is still on for 
Sunday, June 25 at noon. Vols 
still needed. Don’t make me 
come looking.

Happy Father’s Day to all, 
remember, any one can be a fa-
ther, be a dad.

Trivia Time

Alcoholics Anonymous 
was formed in Akron, Ohio on 

June 10, 1935.
On the same date in 1940, 

Mussolini declared war on 
England and France. How’s 
that for nerve?

John Wayne Died on June 
11 1979. He was 72 years old.

On June 12, 2016, 49 died 
and 53 hurt in the Orlando 
Florida shooting.

Army Day June 14, 1775, 
Flag Day June 14, 1777.

Once more, I want to thank 
my Triviologist, Joe Cusi-
mano for all his trivia.

Keep the troops in your 
prayers, take a vet to lunch 
and God bless.

S SSHOP OUR CLASSIFIED 
PAGES EVERY WEEK AND 

SAVE MONEY
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cross town
diner

BREAKFAST
LUNCH
DINNER

DELIVERY HOURS
MONDAY - FRIDAY 9AM-11PM
SATURDAY & SUNDAY 8AM-11PM

OPEN 24 HOURS THURSDAY, 
FRIDAY & SATURDAY

718-597-3450
718-597-1978

FAX:
718-597-2097

Cedric McClester, founder and for-
mer chairperson of Forward South 
Bronx Coalition (FSBC) recently 
stepped down from the position he 
has held since founding the coalition 
in 2011.  

FSBC is a diverse group of com-
munity partners against underage 
drinking and other substance mis-
use.  McClester is FSBC’s coordina-
tor and is one of only two paid staff.  

In 2014 FSBC became one of only 
three New York City-based coalitions 
to receive the highly coveted Drug 
Free Communities, federal grant, 
which gives the coalition operating 
expensed of $125,000 annually.  The 
grant is initially for fi ve years with 
potentially a fi ve year renewable op-
tion, for a total of 10 years.  

Coalition member Richard Sher-
man was unanimously elected as the 
new chairperson.

While Forward South Bronx Co-
alition is primarily a substance 
abuse prevention coalition, they 
have recently been invited to partici-
pate in a Medication Assisted Treat-
ment (MAT) demonstration project, 
spearheaded by CADCA (Community 
Anti-Drug Coalitions of America).  
The project is national in scope and 
involves coalitions located in areas 
where opioid addiction is high.  

The south Bronx has been identi-

South Bronx coalition chair steps down
fi ed as an area where opioid addiction 
is rampant.  The MAT demonstration 
project seeks to destigmatize opi-
oid addiction, which has been newly 
classifi ed as a disease.  It also seeks 
to get the word out that medication 
assisted treatment is available.  

Many substance abuse treatment 
clinics and doctor’s offi ces offer med-
ication assisted treatment. 

 “We have been tasked with 
spreading the word and increasing 
capacity, that is, encouraging more 
private physicians to become waiv-
ered in order to make MAT available 
in their offi ces,” said McClester who 
added, “We are working hard to des-
tigmatize the disease of opioid addic-
tion.”

Recently FSBC hosted a Town 
Hall meeting under the theme Sub-
stance Abuse Prevention, Interven-
tion and Recovery at Entrada Acad-
emy, a south Bronx middle school.  

McClester made the connection 
between, underage drinking, mari-
juana use and opioid addiction.  “You 
may wonder how those two are con-
nected to opioid use and abuse, McC-
lester rhetorically offered, going on to 
state, They are gateway drugs.  While 
drinking and smoking marijuana 
doesn’t necessarily lead to stronger 
drugs, I can venture to guess, those 
taking stronger drugs began with 

drinking and marijuana use,” 
McClester concluded.  MAT is 

ideal for individuals who are not 
ready for cold turkey but would like 
to function normally. Three substi-

tute drugs are currently being of-
fered for those seeking MAT treat-
ment.  Those drugs are methadone, 
naloxone and suboxene (buprenor-
phine and naloxone).

Stay informed & stay in style. Read the Bronx Times Reporter newspapers

FREE CLASSES
English Classes, TASC (GED) Classes, Citizenship Classes,

& Computer Classes
All Ages 18 and up are Welcome

Register with us at 2125 Glebe Ave Bronx New York 10462

Registration for ESL, Citizenship, and Computers on: 
June 30th from 10am-2pm

July 6th from 2-6pm 

For TASC (GED) Registration:
July 3rd at 10am SHARP!!

At 2125 Glebe Ave, Bronx, NY 10462

For more information, please call:
Danielle Rucker, Program Coordinator, 718-829-1564 EXT 3 or Drucker@ymcanyc.org

Ariel Quinones, Administrative Assistant, 718-829-1564 EXT 4 or Aquinones@ymcanyc.org
Or visit our office:  2125 Glebe Ave Bronx New York 10462

Bronx YMCA
New Americans Welcome Center,

Literacy Zone and Young Immigrants Program
www.ymcanewamericans.org 

www.facebook.com/BronxNAWC   
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BRIDAL FASHION
BRIDAL CENTER
7233 Amboy Road, Staten Island, (718) 227-8647
www.alwaysabridesmaidboutique.com

BRIDAL STYLES BOUTIQUE
905 Ave. U, Brooklyn, (718) 339–3222
www.bridalstylesboutique.com

MONEY SAVER SHOES INC.
Specializing Wide Widths, Dyeable & Evening Shoes
2098 Flatbush Ave., Brooklyn, (718) 258-0171

ULTIMATE FASHIONS
4255 Amboy Rd, SI, NY 10308  (718) 605-3274
316 Woodbridge Center Drive, Woodbridge, NJ 07095
(732) 750-1174, ultfash@optonline.net  
Staten Island Mall
Lower Level, Macy’s Wing Staten Island New York 10314 
(718) 370-2984, www.ultfash.com

TUXEDOS
TUXEDO WORLD OF STATEN ISLAND
2791 Richmond Ave #6, SI, NY 10314
(718) 698-4859, www.tuxedoworldsi.com

CATERING & VENUES
ADRIA HOTEL & CONFERENCE CENTER
221-17 Northern Boulevard, Bayside, NY 11361
(718) 631-5900, www.adriahotelny.com

ATLAS STEAKHOUSE
943 Coney Island Avenue, off  18th Ave., Brooklyn, NY
(646) 494-7227, www.AtlasSteak.com

BAY RIDGE MANOR
476 76th St., Brooklyn, (718) 748-8855
www.bayridgemanor.com

BAYSIDE HISTORICAL SOCIETY
208 Totten Ave - Fort Totten, Bayside, NY 11359, 
(718) 352-1548, www.baysidehistorical.org/rentals.html

BUCKLEY’S
2926 Ave. S, Brooklyn
(718) 998-4222, www.buckleyscaterers.com

DYKER BEACH GOLF COURSE
86th Street and 7th Avenue, Brooklyn, NY 11228
(718) 836–9722 x 1 or privateeventdirector@
dykerbeachgc
www.dykerbeachgc.com

EDIBLE ARRANGEMENTS
133-22 Springfi eld Blvd. (718) 528-3344
158-18 Cross Bay Blvd. (718) 848-3344
1357 Fulton St. (718) 622-3344
1557 Ralph Ave. (718) 451-3344
www.ediblearrangements.com/stores/StoreLocator.aspx

GLEN TERRACE
5313 Ave. N, Brooklyn (718) 252-4614

GRAND OAKS COUNTRY CLUB
200 Huguenot Ave., Staten Island
(718) 356–2771, www.grandoaksnyc.com

GRAND PROSPECT HALL
263 Prospect Ave., Brooklyn (718) 788-0777
www.grandprospecthall.com

GREENHOUSE CAFE
7717 Third Ave., Brooklyn (718) 833-8200
www.greenhousecafe.com

IL FORNETTO
2902 Emmons Ave. in Brooklyn, (718) 332-8494
www.ilFornettoRestaurant.com

KENNEDY’S BREEZY POINT
406 Bayside, Rockaway Point, NY 11697
(718) 945-0202, www.kennedysbreezypoint.com

MARBELLA RESTAURANT
220-33 Northern Blvd., Bayside, NY 11361
(718) 423-0100, www.marbella-restaurant.com

NICK’S LOBSTER HOUSE
2777 Flatbush Ave, Brooklyn, NY 11234, (718) 253-7117

PARADISE CATERING HALL
51 Avenue U, Brooklyn, NY 11223
(718) 372-4352, www.theparadisecateringhall.com

THE PEARL ROOM
8518 - 3rd Avenue, Brooklyn, NY 11209
(718) 833-6666, www.pearlroombklyn.com

PELHAM BAY & SPLIT ROCK GOLF COURSE
870 Shore Road, Bronx, NY 10464, (718) 885-1258 x224 or  
privateeventdirector@pelhamsplitrock
http://www.pelhamsplitrock.com

QUEENS BOTANICAL GARDEN
43-50 Main St, Flushing, NY 11355 (718) 886-3800 x201
www.queensbotanical.org/weddingsandevents

SCHNITZEL HAUS
7319 5th Avenue, Bay Ridge, NY 11029
(718) 836-5600, www.schnitzelhausny.com

SIRICO’S CATERERS
8015-23 13th Ave., Brooklyn, (718) 331-2900,
www.siricoscaterers.net

TERRACE ON THE PARK
52-11 111 Street, Flushing, NY 11368, (718) 592-5000,
www.terraceonthepark.com

THE VANDERBILT AT SOUTH BEACH
300 Father Capodanno Blvd., Staten Island
(718) 447-0800, www.vanderbiltsouthbeach.com

LODGING
ADRIA HOTEL AND CONFERENCE CENTER
221-17 Northern Boulevard, Bayside, NY 11361
www.adriahotelny.com, (800) 272-3742

ENTERTAINMENT
AMAZING BOTTLE DANCERS
(800) 716-0556, pasproductions@yahoo.com 
www.bottledancers.com

E-SQUARED PRODUCTIONS/
360 ENTERTAINMENT
4308 Richmond Ave. in Staten Island or 1665 Bath Ave. in 
Brooklyn, (718) 227–3235, www.e2dj.com

FAVORS & INVITATIONS
UNFORGETTABLE EVENTS
2049 Flatbush Ave in Brooklyn, (718) 377-4535,

FLORISTS
FLORAL FANTASY
3031 Quentin Rd. in Brooklyn, (718) 998-7060 or
(800) 566–8380, www.fl oralfantasyny.com

HENRY’S FLORIST
8103 Fifth Ave. in Brooklyn

(800) 543-6797 or (718) 238–3838, 
www.henrysfl oristweddingevents.com

MARINE FLORIST AND DECORATORS
1995 Flatbush Ave. in Brooklyn, 
(800) 447-6730 or (718) 338-3600, 
www.marinefl orists.com

JEWELRY
BENNY’S JEWELRY
89-02 165th Street, Suite B-1, Jamaica, NY 11432
(718) 526-4613, www.bennyny.com

BOBBY’S JEWELERS DIAMOND SPECIALIST
514 - 81 Street, Brooklyn, NY, 11209
(718) 745-1725

LIMOUSINE SERVICES
MILA LIMOUSINE CORPORATION
(718) 232-8973, www.milalimo.com

ROMANTIQUE/DOUBLE DIAMOND 
LIMOUSINES
1421-86 Street, Brooklyn (718) 351-7273
2041-Hylan Blvd., Staten island (718) 351-7273
www.rddlimos.com

SERGI’S PARTY LIMO
171-15A Northern Blvd, Queens, NY 11358
(718) 353-5466, (212) 682-4040, (516) 489-4040
Toll Free: (888) 546-6134, (888) limo-134
Fax: (718) 353-5499, info@sergislimo.com
www.sergislimo.com

VIP LIMOS SVC
(516) 488-LIMO(5466), www.viplimosvc.com

PHOTOGRAPHY & VIDEO
FANTASY PHOTOGRAPHY
3031 Quentin Rd., Brooklyn (718) 998-0949
www.fantasyphotographyandvideo.com

GLAMOUR ME PHOTO & VIDEO
104-12 111th St., South Richmond Hill, (888) 400-2738 or 
(718) 504–1970, www.glamourmestudio.com

ONE FINE DAY PHOTOGRAPHERS
459 Pacifi c St., Massapequa Park (516) 690–1320
www.onefi nedayphotographers.com

SALONS
AF BENNETT SALON
350 New Dorp Lane, Staten Island NY 10306
(718) 979-9000 www.afbennett.com

PILO ARTS SALON
8412 3 Ave, Brooklyn (718) 748–7411  www.piloarts.com

SERVICES
JOSEPH LICHTER, D.D.S.
1420 Ave. P in Brooklyn, (718) 339-7878,
www.josephlichterdds.com

OMNI DENTAL CARE
313 Kings Hwy. in Brooklyn, (718) 376-8656
www.omnidentalcare.com

THE VEIN CENTER OF THE VASCULAR 
INSTITUTE OF NY
Dr. Natalie Marks
960 - 50 Street, Brooklyn, NY 11219  (718) 438-0067
www.vascularnyc.com

TRAVEL
JO-LYN TRAVEL AGENCY
7505-15th Avenue, Brooklyn, NY 11219
(718) 232-3139, jolyntravel@aol.com

WEDDING EXPOS
BOSCO’S WEDDING EXPO
www.cl.boscoweddings.com

BRIDAL AFFAIR
(718) 317–9701, www.bridalaff air.com

GREAT BRIDAL EXTRAVAGANZA
North Babylon, NY 11703, 631-667-EXPO (3976)
www.greatbridalextravaganza.com

TO BE INCLUDED IN THIS DIRECTORY CALL (718) 260–2500
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TOP DRIVER DISTRACTIONS
ADVERTORIAL

Using mobile phones
Leading the list of the 

top distractions behind the 
wheel are mobile phones. 
Phones now do more than 
just place calls, and driv-
ers often cannot pull away 
from their phones, even 
when driving. According to 
the California Department 
of Motor Vehicles, studies 
have shown that driving 
performance is lowered 
and the level of distraction 
is higher for drivers who 
are heavily engaged in cell 

phone conversations. The 
use of a hands-free device 
does not lower distraction 
levels. The percentage of 
vehicle crashes and near-
crashes attributed to di-
aling is nearly identical 
to the number associated 
with talking or listening. 

Daydreaming
Many people will admit 

to daydreaming behind 
the wheel or looking at a 
person or object outside of 
the car  for too long. Per-

haps they’re checking out 
a house in a new neighbor-
hood or thought they saw 
someone they knew on the 
street corner. It can be easy 
to veer into the direction 
your eyes are focused, caus-
ing an accident. In addition 
to trying to stay focused on 
the road, some drivers pre-
fer the help of lane depar-
ture warning systems.

Eating
Those who haven’t quite 

mastered walking and 

chewing gum at the same 
time may want to avoid 
eating while driving. The 
majority of foods require a 
person’s hands to be taken 
off of the wheel and their 
eyes to be diverted from the 
road. Reaching in the back 
seat to share some French 
fries with the kids is also 
distracting. 

Try to eat meals before 
getting in the car. For 
those who must snack 
while en route, take a 
moment to pull over at 

a rest area and spend 10
minutes snacking there 
before resuming the
trip.

Reading
Glancing at an adver-

tisement, updating a Fa-
cebook status or reading
a book are all activities 
that should be avoided 
when driving. Even pour-
ing over a traffic map or 
consulting the digital 
display of a GPS system 
can be distracting.
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Professional Center include the Ad-
vanced Dermatology Associates; 
Bronx Ear, Nose And Throat Associ-
ates; Doshi Diagnostics Imaging; In-
dustrial Medicine Associates; New 
PrimeCare; Surgicare Ambulatory 
Center and Universal Physical Ther-
apy.

Current retailers include CVS 
Pharmacy, Dunkin Donuts/Baskin 
Robbins and Subway. Including re-
tail and medical tenants, the PBPC is 
just over 70% occupied.

According to one real estae devel-

Ten-story med building in 
Pelham Bay; Montreal-based 
developer plans prime project

From page 1
opment source the current medical 
facility will be razed. However the 
NYC Department of Buildings has 
not received a demolition applica-
tion.

 The property is located within 
a two-block walking distance to the  
Pelham Bay #6 IRT train station.

This development, upon comple-
tion, will be Rester USA’s fi rst proj-
ect to be built in the Bronx.

It is  unknown if this property/
building will adopt a new name.

Future retail tenants at the new 
building have also not yet been an-

nounced.
The PBPC property was home to 

Chateau Pelham catering hall, run 
by the Amendola family,  until the 

mid 1980s.
The Marcal Group and Commu-

nity Board 10 did not return requests 
for comment.

3250 Westchester Avenue, currently the location of the Pelham Bay Professional Center. 
 Community News Group / Steven Goodstein

patients for the enrichment of 
their own lifestyles’, according 
to the attorney general’s web-
site.

Narco Freedom acknowl-
edged stealing from Medicaid 
by seeking to be reimbursed 
for excessive and unnecessary 
medical services for its pa-
tients, as well as violating the 
rights of its residents. Narco 
Freedom also admitted to fi ling 
false statements with multiple 
state agencies. These agencies 
included the NYS Department 
of Health and the Offi ce of the 
NYS Attorney General Chari-
ties Bureau, in attempts to de-
fraud them.

Previous Narco Freedom 
Bronx locations are located at 
224 E. Tremont Avenue, 1668 
Webster Avenue, 528 Morris 
Avenue, 315 Alexander Avenue, 
2640 Third Avenue, 477 Willis 
Avenue, 250 Grand Concourse, 
324 E. 149th Street, 368 E. 148th 
Street and 401 E. 147th Street.

Narco Freedom also op-

Narco Freedom guilty of Medicaid fraud; Samaritan Daytop steps in
From page 1

erated locations in Queens, 
Brooklyn and Manhattan be-
fore being shut down.

Shortly after Narco Free-
dom ceased all operations, in 
accordance with an order of the 
United States District Court 
for the Southern District of 
New York, Samaritan Village 
merged with substance abuse 
and addiction treatment center 

Daytop Village in October 2015 
- and the organization changed 
its name to Samaritan Daytop 
Village.

In January 2016, Narco 
Freedom fi led for bankruptcy.

Daytop Village, which was 
founded in 1963, already oper-
ated at two Bronx locations, 16 
Westchester Square and 2800 
Bronxwood Avenue, before offi -

cially merging with Samaritan 
Village. 

Samaritan Daytop Village 
location at 4305 Park Avenue 
operated as Samaritan Village 
prior to the merger.

“We (Samaritan Daytop Vil-
lage) have a strong history and 
respected reputation as a qual-
ity health and human services 
provider,” said a spokesperson 
from Samaritan Daytop Vil-
lage. “For more than 50 years, 
we have been offering a range 
of health and human services to 
assist New Yorkers in need, in-
cluding residents of the Bronx, 
including substance abuse 
treatment, health and mental 
health services, programs for 
homeless and specialized ser-
vices for veterans.”

“With a dedicated team of 
staff, we work with over 28,000 
people each year to help them 
reclaim their lives and become 
productive members of the 
community again,” the spokes-
person added.

According to Samaritan 
Daytop Village, the federal 

court, which has jurisdiction 
over the case involving Narco 
Freedom, had appointed a re-
ceiver to oversee the opera-
tions of the agency and reached 
out to the organization, asking 
them to provide an assessment 
of Narco Freedom’s sites. This 
assessment included a review 
of their program operations 
and quality of services, along 
with a review of Narco Free-
dom’s unlicensed housing.

Samaritan Daytop Village 
also worked with the city and 
the state to avoid loss of ser-
vices and housing for the 1,200 
patients who resided in the var-
ious Narco Freedom locations.

The agency moved over 600 
housing clients through the 
city funded Homelessness Pre-
vention and Rapid Re-Housing 
Program

In total, Samaritan Daytop 
Village took over two metha-
done clinics, one mental health 
clinic, one outpatient substance 
abuse treatment clinic and one 
care coordination clinic. 

Narco Freedom formerly operated at 477 Willis Avenue, before Samaritan 
Daytop Village took over in 2015. Community News Group / Steven Goodstein
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“It is a challenge to attend practices and track 
meets plus maintain a high grade point average. 
Their learning experience will help them in 
college and after.”
WINSTON DINKINS . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 79

BY LAURA AMATO
Jason Pineda wasn’t per-

fect, but he was pretty close. 
The Monroe Campus senior 

pitcher was dominant on both 
sides of the plate, lifting the 
second-seeded Eagles to a 13-2 
victory over No. 4 Tottenville 
in the PSAL “AAA” champi-
onship at Yankee Stadium on 
June 12. 

Pineda – a Michigan com-
mit, who will likely hear his 
name in this year’s MLB Draft 
– tossed a complete game and 
went 2-for-2 with two walks at 
the plate, an incredible fi nish 
to a high-school career that 
has been nothing short of ex-
ceptional. 

“We’ve been telling the 
guys one game, one pitch at a 

time,” said Pineda, who struck 
out ten. “We’ve got to win ev-
ery inning, every at bat. It’s 
defi nitely a relief and a sigh 
of joy. They’re a great team, 
we’re a great team, but we just 
came to play.”

It’s the fi rst city champi-
onship for Monroe since 2006 
and, for this squad, it’s partic-
ularly meaningful. This year’s 

Eagles roster was chock-full of 
seniors – all of whom had their 
sights set solely on clinching a 
title. 

“The kids learn how to win 
and then you loose a couple of 
times and you become very 
humbled,” said Monroe coach 
Mike Turo. “This is a whole 
new group and I’m very proud 
of them. Their grades were tre-

mendous, which was the key, 
and they did what they’re sup-
posed to do.”

Pineda got off to a quick 
start on the mound, putting 
Tottenville down with rela-
tive ease and settling into a 
rhythm despite only record-
ing a few innings of work dur-
ing the regular season. He did 

EAGLES SOAR
TO CITY TITLE
DOWN TOTTENVILLE AT YANKEE STADIUM

The Monroe Campus baseball team celebrates after clinching the city championship, defeating Tottenville 13-2 at Yankee Stadium on June 12. Photo by Robert Cole

Continued on Page 78
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his best work, how-
ever, at the plate in 
the bottom of the 

frame. 
The right-hander 

blasted a three-run 
homer over the wall in left 

fi eld, clearing several rows 
and plating three runs to 
give the Eagles a lead they 
would never surrender. 

“I defi nitely knew I had 
it off the bat,” Pineda said. 
“It was probably the great-
est feeling of my life, nothing 
better than that.”

Monroe padded its lead 
in the very next inning on 
Samuel De La Cruz’s two-
run double to deep left. The 
Eagles added another run – 
on Jacknell Guzman’s single 
in the third – and, suddenly, 
everything seemed to going 
the right way for the Bronx 
squad. 

“We were just waiting for 
our pitches, being patient,” 
said Guzman, who fi nished 

with four RBI. “We sat back 
and that was really about it. 
We’re really confi dent, espe-
cially having a great pitcher 
on the mound.”

Tottenville, however, was 
not about to go down without 
a fi ght. 

The Pirates loaded the 
bases in the top of the fourth 
– sparked by back-to-back sin-
gles from Paul Divet and Josh 
Diaz Pitre – and, with just one 
out, Tottenville looked prime 
to, fi nally, get on the board. 
Monroe answered, working 
a 6-4-3 double play to effec-
tively pull the wind from the 
Pirates’ sails. 

“He had one set motion, 
but what Jason was doing 
there was he’d have a change 
in motion a little bit,” Turo 
said “I told him, he doesn’t 
need to do that, he’s a power 
pitcher. Stay with the fast-
ball, they’re not hitting it.”

Pineda wasn’t quite fi n-
ished yet. He blasted his sec-
ond home run of the night, 

just inside the foul pole in 
left fi eld, to make it a seven-
run game in the bottom of the 
fi fth and lift the Monroe fans 
out of their seats. 

It was a moment the senior 
standout won’t soon forget. 

“I defi nitely knew that was 
going too,” Pineda said. “I 
call all the pitches and I just 
thank god for everything.”

By the fi nal out, every 
Monroe player in the lineup 
notched a hit, an offensive ex-
plosion that had the Eagles 
fl ying high under the bright 
lights at Yankee Stadium. It 
wasn’t a perfect game, but 
as far as Monroe was con-
cerned, it was as close as pos-
sible and, lifting that trophy, 
felt absolutely fantastic. 

“We started slow [this sea-
son],” said third baseman 
Freddy Rojas. “And after that 
we just picked it up. We broke 
the curse. We were only the 
team in four years to make 
it to the fi nals and win it for 
Turo.”

Monroe senior Jason Pineda tossed a complete game on June 12, striking out ten as the Eagles cruised a city championship 
victory over Tottenville. Photo by Robert Cole
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victory over Tottenville.

Eagles soar to city title
from Page 77

Jason Pineda, who con-
nected on two home runs, 
jumps for joy after catch-
ing the fi nal out of the 
night, wrapping up Mon-
roe’s victory in the city 
championship on June 12
 Photo by Robert Cole
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WINSTON DINKINS
TRACK & FIELD COACH

Monsignor Scanlan 
High School is a Class Act 
organization!  On Wednes-
day, June 7th, we had our 
Annual Athletic Award 
Ceremony!  There were 
food, DJ (music) and every 
student athlete received a 
lovely plague.  Plus, addi-
tional awards were given to 
the Most Valuable Athlete, 
Athlete with Outstanding 
Academics and the Coach’s 
Athlete Award.  Many ath-
letes, parents, family and 
friends were in attendance.  
This was Monsignor Scan-
lan’s Track & Field team 
3rd year competing and 
each year the team gets bet-

ter and better, thanks to our 
seniors and juniors assist-
ing the younger athletes.  
In every CHSAA (Catholic 
High School Athletic As-
sociation) Track and Field 
Freshman or Sophomore 
Meet, we had an athlete 
earn a medal!  We have a 
small team, which also al-
low me (Coach Dinkins) to 
give special attention to 
every athlete. We compete 
in many events, such as: 
sprints, cross country, hur-
dles, shot put, high jump, 
discus, long jump and jav-
elin. 

Monsignor Scanlan’s 
Track Team’s award win-
ners were:  Most Valuable 
Athletes, (Girls) Sophomore 

Jaelah Eargle and (Boys) 
Freshman Jordon Provi-
dence.  Outstanding Aca-
demics: (Girls) Senior Al-
yah Lightbourne and (boys) 
Freshman Nana Acham-
pong.  Coach’s Athlete 
Award: (girls) Freshman 
Jacqueline Kendall and 
(boys) Freshman Fredrick 
Escobar.  Congratulation to 
all athletes, it is a challenge 
to attend practices and 
track meets, plus maintain 
a high grade point average.  
Their learning experience 
will help them in college 
and after.  Congratulation 
to all athletes! Great job 
Principle Peter Doran and 
the award committee! Go 
Crusaders!!! Thank you.

Scanlan Annual Athletic Award Ceremony

BY LAURA AMATO
It was disappointing. There was no 

way around it. 
The Fordham Prep baseball team 

saw its championship dreams come to a 
screeching halt on June 8, falling 4-1 to 
Iona Prep in the CHSAA losers bracket 
fi nal. 

The Rams, who built a season on 
their success at the plate, were held to 
just three hits in the loss, struggling to 
overcome a handful of mental miscues 
in the fi eld. 

“All year, we put up over 140 runs 

this year and we had three hits today,” 
said Prep coach Pat Deane. “One run, 
not the offense we’re used to or what we 
relied on. You were always just think-
ing it was going to turn over, but as the 
game went on, time was running out.” 

Fordham Prep actually jumped out 
to an early lead, notching the fi rst run 
of the day on a Matt Valecce RBI in the 
second inning. That was as much as the 
Rams would get, however, as Iona Prep 
starter Dylan Sabia went to work on the 
mound. 

The Gaels standout tossed fi ve and 

two-thirds inning, striking out fi ve and 
keeping Fordham Prep’s potent offense 
on its collective heels all afternoon. 

“I’m surprised at the way we swung 
the bats today, there’s no doubt about 
it,” Deane said. “I thought we would 
have a better approach. We’d seen him 
before and we chased him in the third 
inning last time, but, unfortunately to-
day, he had our number.”

Mike Volgende did his best to keep 
the Rams in the game, pitching a strong 
game in the elimination matchup, but he 
didn’t get much help from his defense. 

The fourth inning proved to be the 
difference-maker for Fordham Prep as 
Gaels fi rst baseman Joseph Iengo led off 
the frame with a single to right. He tied 
up the game on Andrew D’Antilio’s RBI 
single, but Iona Prep was far from fi n-
ished. 

Dom Bruzzese reached on an error 

– giving Jonathan DiForio plenty of 
time to round home – and Jerome Har-
kins padded the lead with a sac fl y to left 
fi eld. 

By the end of the frame, the Rams 
had notched a pair of errors and, sud-
denly, Iona Prep had taken a 4-1 lead, 
effectively stealing the game’s momen-
tum.

“They squeezed together a couple of 
hits, we threw a ball away, it was huge,” 
Deane said. “Just a huge, tough inning. 
Otherwise Volgende was good. He kept 
them at bay all day.”

Fordham Prep wasn’t ever able to re-
cover after the miscues and, despite a 
few chances, the Rams couldn’t string 
together any hits or, more importantly, 
base runners. 

The Rams went hitless over the fi -
nal four innings and their best chance 
came in the bottom of the fi fth – work-
ing back-to-back walks – but an inning-
ending strikeout snuffed out any sort of 
rally. 

“We always thought we were going 
to come back,” Deane said. “I didn’t 
think we were only going to score one 
run today. I was like, oh, they got four, 
we won’t score just one. I thought we 
were going to put it together and we had 
a shot.”

It was the fi fth time Iona Prep and 
Fordham Prep faced off this season and 
while the Rams walked away with the 
better overall record, the squad would 
have given the wins back for a better 
showing in the fi nal matchup. 

Fordham Prep did its best not to lin-
ger on could-have-beens afterwards, but 
that was a diffi cult game to play and the 
Rams couldn’t quite mask their disap-
pointment at the way the year ended.

“I’m heartbroken, I really am,” 
Deane said. “We worked hard and I re-
ally thought if we got to the [champion-
ship] we could have made some noise. 
We had [Alfredo] Delgado ready to go 
too, our pitching staff was lined up and 
we’d seen Farrell a couple of time snow, 
but it’s not meant to be.” 

Rams can’t rally, come 
up short against Iona

The Fordham Prep baseball team struggled at the plate on June 8, connecting on just three hits in a season-ending loss to league rival Iona Prep.
 CNG/Laura Amato
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We’re proud to be a Gold Plus Honor Roll Elite member of

the American Heart Association’s Get With the Guidelines -

Stroke and Target: StrokeSM program.

It recognizes hospitals working to make sure that patients 

get the benefits of the latest scientific guidelines-based

treatment in stroke care.
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