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York Studios to construct 9-stages in Soundview

$100 MILLION
MOVIE SETS

BP OKs Baychester Sq., next stop City Council

Continued on Page 77

Continued on Page 77

COHEN’S GENTLE DENTAL
Smile with Whiter! Brighter! Healthier Teeth!

New Patient 
Special Exam
X-Rays and Cleaning

$75
With this ad. Expires 6/30/16.

PARTIALS
SAME DAY DENTURES

IMPLANTS
www.cohensgentledental.com

CALL 1-855-70-COHEN (26436)
5 LOCATIONS

Puerto Rican Day Parade
Bronxites let their Boricua pride shine bright at this year’s 31st 
annual Bronx Puerto Rican Day Parade on Sunday, June 4 on the 
Grand Concourse. Bronx Puerto Rican Day Parade princess Sophia 
Aviles (l) and teen princess Alexus Rodriguez enjoyed the time hon-
ored cultural celebration. See more photos on page 51.
                       Photo by Laura Stone

BY ARTHUR CUSANO
A proposed outdoor shopping 

center at the site of a former 12-
acre golf facility on Gun Hill 
Road is getting closer to becom-
ing a reality as the project will 
go before city offi cials later this 
month.

Borough President Ruben 
Diaz Jr. threw his support be-
hind the Baychester Square 
project following a public hear-
ing at his offi ce held Tuesday, 

April 4. 
The Uniformed Land Use Re-

view Procedure is now before 
the NYC Planning Commission, 
and the City Council will likely 
vote on it in the coming weeks. 

“The applicant offered what I 
believe to be a forward-thinking 
perspective on how to integrate 
a retail complex into an urban 
community,” Diaz wrote in his 
recommendation.

Diaz added two required 

modifi cations to the project: a 
deed restriction to keep the proj-
ect from being developed as an 
outlet mall and the creation of 
additional MTA bus routes for 
the complex and proposed se-
nior living center that would not 
adversely impact bus service 
to nearby Bay Plaza and Co-op 
City.  

Community Board 12 mem-

BY STEVEN GOODSTEIN
Construction of a $100 mil-

lion movie studio in Sound-
view is underway.

On Tuesday, June 6, a 
groundbreaking ceremony 
was held for the York Studios’ 
Michelangelo Campus, a state-
of-the-art fi lm and television 
production complex at 1410 
Story Avenue.

The project will feature 

a privately-gated complex 
which includes approximately 
350,000 square feet of produc-
tion space.

The Michelangelo Cam-
pus will include nine sound 
stages, production offi ce space 
and workshops for each of the 
stages.

The production complex 
will be responsible for the fu-
ture releases of fi lms, docu-

mentaries, television pro-
grams and even music videos.

The 10-acre parcel located 
on the Bronx River waterfront 
and just off of the Bruckner 
Expressway, has been vacant 
for over 20 years.

The property, which is 
within walking distance 
from Soundview Park, was 
described as a contaminated 
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Visit Our NEW Web-Site: www.reliablebronxdentist.com
Go To Our Blog To See Our Weekly Specials! 

Vist Our New Web-ite: www.reliablebronxdentist.com
For More Information Visit Us At 

www.bronxdentistny.com

(718) 547-5280
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At Bronx Plastic Surgery, Dr. Robert Goldstein and Dr. Heather Erhard
are committed to enhancing and restoring your natural beauty with the latest
surgical advancements and plastic surgery techniques. At Bronx Plastic Surgery,
we also provide the latest options and techniques in reconstructive surgery.

Schedule your appointment today ... and experience the youthful,
life changing effects of cosmetic surgery!

A POSITIVE EXPERIENCE
We have built a foundation of trust with our patients by treating them as special individuals. Our practice 
puts patients first, providing a positive experience through personalized care to make each consultation 
and procedure as pleasant and comfortable as possible. Read more about our patients positive experiences.

HIGH STANDARDS
Through comprehensive treatment planning and a standard ofv excellence in personalized patient care, Bronx 
Plastic Surgery provides patients with the quality plastic surgery and cosmetic procedures they deserve.

EDUCATION & EXPERIENCE
Dr. Goldstein and Dr. Erhard strive to stay current on the latest standards and surgical techniques as they 
believe that the best plastic surgery procedure outcomes are a result of education and experience. We 
know that you have placed a great deal of confidence in us to provide a positive surgical experience and 
the outcome you desire, which is why we review your medical history, current health, and expectation and 
motivation for electing any cosmetic procedure before we will agree to perform a procedure.

We are Board Certified Plastic Surgeons this is our area of specialty.  
We our devoted to the education and practice of Plastic Surgery and Reconstructive Surgery.

drgoldstein@bronxplasticsurgery.com | drerhard@bronxplasticsurgery.com | Financing Available 

2425 Eastchester Road
Bronx, NY  10469

Phone: 718-405-7500
www.bronxplasticsurgery.com

BREAST
AUGMENTATION
Including Implants,
Facility Fee and Anesthesia.

$6,800

Botox $11/unit, 2 
syringes of VOLUMA, 
and one area of Botox

TUCK
Including Facility Fee 
and Anesthesia.

$7,000 $1,600
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Live in a world 
where an energy-
efficient practice 
begins with an 
examination 
of your lighting 
system.

Find out how Con Edison can 
advise you on how to save an 
average of $3,000 annually  
in energy costs by upgrading  
your lighting system.
manage-energy.conEd.com

BY ARTHUR CUSANO
Work on the proposed Kings-

bridge National Ice Center at 
the former Kingsbridge Ar-
mory could begin in earnest this 
month if the state OKs the re-
sources, according to the mayor. 

Mayor de Blasio made the 
comment during a press confer-
ence on Wednesday, May 24 at 
Concourse Village Elementary 
School when asked by a reporter 
about the long-gestating project. 

New York City holds the lease 
for the property, and has been 
reluctant to turn it over to the 
developer, due to what city offi -
cials believed was lack of neces-
sary funding. 

“It’s, I think, about to move 
forward very energetically,” the 
mayor said of the project. “All 
we need now is for the Empire 
State Development Corporation 
to authorize the resources which 
were approved in the state bud-
get. My hope is they will do that 
at their June meeting. Then 
we’re ready to move forward 
with all the legal paperwork to 
make the project happen.” 

The NYC Economic Devel-
opment Corporation was ready 
to act on the project, de Blasio 
added. 

“I think we’re one more step 

Kingsbridge Armory deal seems imminent: Mayor  

Plans to build an ice hockey at the Kingsbridge Armory are on hold as legal battle continues between the developer and the city. 
 Courtesy of NYC EDC

away from this thing happening 
and that step will happen next 
month,” he said. 

The comments led many com-
munity leaders to assume he was 
ready to hand over the lease. 

However an EDC spokesman 
cautioned the Empire State De-
velopment board meeting for 
June has not been scheduled 
yet.

An Empire State Develop-
ment spokesman said the $108 
million appropriated in this 
year’s budget will be released af-
ter the required public approval 
process, but could not give any 
timetable as to when that pro-
cess would begin or end.

 ESD already approved $30 
million for the project the previ-
ous year, they added. 

“The state has always been 
committed to revitalizing the 
long-vacant Kingsbridge Ar-
mory, which will bring hundreds 
of needed jobs to the Bronx,” the 
spokesman stated. 

Senator Gustavo Rivera, who 
represents that area of Kings-
bridge, said he was cautiously 
optimistic that the project would 
get the green light in the coming 

weeks and said he had long been 
a supporter of the project due to 
the community benefi ts prom-
ised by the developer, such as 
the community space and out-
reach programs.

 “Everything that I’m hear-
ing tells me we are moving in a 
very positive direction,” Rivera 

Continued on page 43
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6363 0110 1234 1 234 123Use for Eligible OTC Items

When you enroll into our UnitedHealthcare Dual Complete (HMO SNP) plan, you can enjoy benefits like:

Combine your doctor, hospital and 
prescription drug coverage into one plan  
for a $0 plan premium.*

Gym Membership: Fitness at  
no additional cost to you.

Health Products: Up to $1296 in credits 
annually to buy things you may need.

Dental Coverage: $2500 toward 
comprehensive services.

Up to 12 visits per year to in-network 
Acupuncturists, $5 copayment per visit.

Transportation Assistance: Up to  
48 one-way rides every year.

We can help you to save Medicare Part B premium if you are qualified for Medicare Savings Program (MSP).  
Other social services programs are available.

Call today for more information.
1-855-503-5212, TTY 711
8 a.m. to 8 p.m. local time, 7 days a week

*You must continue to pay your Medicare Part B premium, if not otherwise paid for under Medicaid or by another third 
party. Plans are insured through UnitedHealthcare Insurance Company or one of its affiliated companies, a Medicare 
Advantage organization with a Medicare contract and a contract with the State Medicaid Program. Enrollment in the 
plan depends on the plan’s contract renewal with Medicare. This plan is available to anyone who has both Medical 
Assistance from the State and Medicare. This information is not a complete description of benefits. Contact the plan 
for more information. Limitations, co-payments, and restrictions may apply. Benefits, premiums and/or co-payments/ 
co-insurance may change on January 1 of each year. Premiums, co-pays, co-insurance, and deductibles may vary 
based on the level of Extra Help you receive.  Please contact the plan for further details
H3387_160706_161216 Accepted

IS PUT ON YOUR  
DEBIT CARD EACH

MONTH

$108
CREDIT Get all the benefits you deserve.

If you have both Medicaid and Medicare Parts A and B, you  
could GET MORE BENEFITS than Original Medicare and Medicaid. 

CST15186B
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Newly Built Deli and Catering Business 
TURN-KEY OPERATION

1200 sq. ft. Busy Plaza with 2 schools and municipalities close by.
Carries Beer, Groceries, Cigarettes, Bakery, Produce, Coffee, ATM. Area for seating. 

INCLUDED IN SALE: 
2 bay steam table, 8 ft. deli case, 4 ft. bakery case, 2 bay steam table, scale, 

2-2 door refridgerators, 1 with deli comparments, 2 slicers (globe), 4 ft. freezer, 5 door beverage case, 
3 bay sink, slop sink, hand washing sink, 3 stainless steel tables, 13 ft. exhaust system, grill, charbroiler, 

deep fryer, 6 burner stove, 8 ft. walk-in box, bread bins, pots and pans, dishes. 

Owner in business over 40 years retiring  Serious inquires only  Best offer 
Contact Joe @ 914-489-2629

BY PATRICK ROCCHIO
Westchester Square is home 

to a new mural that celebrates 
the community’s heritage. 

The Westchester Square 
Business Improvement District 
celebrated the completion of an 
18 by 60-foot mural by artist 
Damien Mitchell on the side of 
Sure-Fire Fuel Corporation at 
2610 East Tremont Avenue. 

The mural depicts an earlier 
time in Westchester Square, 
with a three-dimensional trol-
ley like the ones that used 
travel there through the World 
War II era, and a row of histori-
cal houses on Silver Street. 

Lisa Sorin, WSBID execu-
tive director, said that the mu-
ral, depicting the Square’s com-
mercial hub of years gone by, is 
part of a larger marketing and 
branding effort to celebrate 
Westchester Square and attract 
new businesses by showcasing 
the Square as it used to be. 

“If you are driving towards 
Westchester Square, the mural 
is going to be the fi rst thing that 
you are going to run into other 
than the (WSBID) banners,” 
said Sorin. 

She believes that the area’s 
historical heritage is another 

Mural celebrates the Square’s historical heritage
way to sell Westchester Square 
to small businesses looking for 
a home. 

“Westchester Square has al-
ways been a central business 
hub, and we are trying to cap-
ture that history,” said Uriah 
Johnson, WSBID deputy direc-
tor, who added the painting 
took about six workdays for the 
artist. 

Mitchell, who said that he 
has received nothing but posi-
tive feedback from the commu-
nity, painted another mural 
nearby depicting subway trains 
that’s located near St. Peter’s 
Church. 

“A lot of the long-term resi-
dents were happy to sit and chat 
about what we were doing and 
seemed excited about the mu-
rals,” said Mitchell.

The artist said he used 
about fi ve cans of primer and 
50 cans of spray paint to cover 
the wall. 

The mural is located in an 
active parking lot for fuel oil 
delivery trucks. 

Stephen Hiller, Sure-Fire 
owner, said that he agreed to 
a mural because his wall has 
had some graffi ti issues, and 
that the idea of what to put on 

the building went through sev-
eral iterations. 

At fi rst, in keeping with the 
colonial history of the area, 
the BID and Hiller considered 
the idea of a scene from the 
Revolutionary War. 

After further consultation, 
the streetcar and the historical 
homes seemed more appropri-
ate for his location, said Hiller. 

Joe Regina, WSBID Develop-
ment, explained that the area 
was the scene of The Battle of 

Westchester Creek between 
General George Washington 
and British troops that allowed 
Washington’s retreat from New 
York at the onset of the war so 
that the American Revolution-
ary cause could continue. 

“As far as the Wetschester 
Square BID is concerned, in 
terms of promoting the area and 
bringing the historical signifi -
cance to the forefront, we are 
trying to blend all that to make 
it attractive to not only the im-

mediate community but to visi-
tors as well,” said Regina.  

At the WSBID’s upcoming 
Fair @ The Square event on Sat-
urday, June 18 from 10 am to 6 
pm, the BID will be offering vis-
itors a “Passport to the Past” 
that will contain information 
about the Square’s history, said 
Sorin. 

For more information about 
the artist, visit damienmitch-
ell.com or @damien__mitchell 
on Instagram.

(L-r) Harry Santiago, of the Westchester Square Business Improvement District; Stephen Hiller, owner of Sure-
Fire Oil Fuel Corp.; Denise Hiller, the owner’s wife; Joe Regina, WSBID BID Development; and Tom Hiller, the 
owner’s son gesture towards the door on the trolley outside of Sure-Fire at 2610 E. Tremont Avenue. Photo by 
Silvio Pacifi co
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OVER 100 STORES & RESTAURANTS

200 Baychester Ave, Bronx, NY 10475, Exit 11, Off I-95 MallatBayPlaza.com

MTA BUSES SERVING THE MALL AT BAY PLAZA: BX5, BX12, BX23, BX26, BX28, BX29, BX30, BX38, BXM7, Q50

SUBWAY #5, 6 SUBWAY TO BUS STATION

#2017inStyle #BrandsYouLove

FREE Kids Event for 
Father’s Day

Make a Special Gift for Dad at the Mall at Bay Plaza

DJ Omar will be spinning Dad’s Dance Music and 
will have a fun give-aways and gifts

Create a Cool Picture Frame for Dad - Limited Availability - On a First Come Basis

Friday, June 16th | 4PM - 7PM
In the Food Court  - 3rd Level



BRONX TIMES REPORTER, JUNE 9-15, 20178    BTR

Your Neighborhood — Your News

Mail: Bronx Times
3604 E. Tremont Ave., Bronx, 

NY 10465
To Subscribe:

(718) 260-4595
General Phone:
(718) 260-4595

General Fax:
(718) 518-0038

News Phone: 
(718) 260-4597

News E-Mail: 
bronxtimes@cnglocal.com

Sports Phone: 
(718) 260-4597
Sports E-Mail: 

bronxtimes@cnglocal.com
Display Phone: 
(718) 260-4593

Classified Phone: 
(718) 260-2500

Display/Classified E-Mail: 
bronxtimes@cnglocal.com

Bronx Times Reporter (USPS#730390) 
Copyright © 2017 by the CNG- Com-
munity News Group is published weekly 
by CNG- Community News Group, 3604 
East Tremont Avenue, Bronx, NY 10465. 
52 times a year. Business and Editorial Of-
fi ces: 3604 East Tremont Avenue, Bronx, 
NY 10465. Accounting and Circulation 
Offi ces: CNG- Community News Group, 
3604 East Tremont Avenue, Bronx, NY 
10465. Call 718-260-2500 to subscribe. 
Periodicals postage prices is paid at 
New York, N.Y., and additional mail-
ing offi ces One Metrotech North, 10th 
fl oor Brooklyn, NY 11201 Postmaster: 
Send address changes to Bronx Times 
Reporter, One Metrotech North, 10th 
fl oor Brooklyn, NY 11201

around
townby Patrick Rocchio

The Bronx Times Reporter 
will publish your announce-
ments. 

Send announcements 
along with photo, to: Bronx 
Times Reporter, 3604 E. Trem-
ont Avenue, Bronx, N.Y. 10465 
or e-mail Bronxtimes@aol.
com. Please include a phone 
number or a way to contact 
you in case of questions. 

Hello readers and wel-
come to another edition of 
Around Town. 

Birth Announcements 

White Plains Hospital 
sent the following birth an-
nouncements to the Bronx 
Times: 

• Colm Martin Moore 

Feely was born to parents 
Sarah Moore and Michael 
Feely of Woodlawn on Tues-
day, May 9. He weighed seven 
pounds and 13 ounces. 

• Amir Sabri Darwish 
and Ali Sabri Darwish 

were born on Tuesday, April 
4 to parents Jody and Sabri 
Darwish. The twins’ mater-
nal grandparents reside in 
the borough.

Top Cookie Seller 

Kamdyn Rouse, a girl 
scout from Riverdale, is being 
honored by the Girl Scouts of 
Greater New York for being 

Kamdyn Rouse 
 Photo courtesy of Girl Scouts of Greater 
New York

the top seller of cookies in 
the borough for 2017. 

Rouse sold 1,053 boxes of 
cookies. In total, 10,610 girls 
from New York City par-
ticipated in this year’s sale, 
which marked the 100th an-
niversary of girl scouts sell-
ing cookies to raise money. 

According to the Girl 
Scouts of Greater New York, 

she used networking to sell 
so many boxes, eclipsing her 
previous total of 800. 

To sell a lot of boxes I net-
work. That means commu-
nicating with people so that 
everybody knows your sell-
ing cookies. It’s hard work to 
reach your goal, but if you set 
your mind to it you can accom-
plish it, Rouse said.
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3
DAYS
ONLY! 

OVER

EVERY DAY ENTER TO WIN A $50 GIFT CARD AT ALL FORMAN MILLS STORES!
No purchase necessary to win. Must be 18 years or older. One entry per person per day. Need not be present to win. Winners will be notified by phone/email. All information collected can be used for future marketing purposes. 

Gift card may not be redeemed for cash. Forman Mills employees and their families are not eligible. Winners are selected daily. Enter at all Forman Mills.

10 WINNERS A DAY IN EVERY STORE! 

THURS
FRI

SAT

$4 $8$6
Mens/Ladies/Kids

Tees & Tanks
Sunglasses 

$5
Coolers

Beach Mats
Kids Licensed Clogs

Kids Hooded Towels
Shorts for the Family

Floppy Straw Hats
Boys Swim Trunks
Kids Short Sets

Ladies Dresses
Mens Swim Trunks

Ladies Bikinis
Beach Bags

& More

WEEK 19: 6/5-6/11/17
Styles & Colors vary by locations

MON-SAT 9AM-9:30PM (BRONX MON-SAT 9AM-9PM) • SUN 10AM-7PM
Call or Visit Us Online for Nearest Location • 1.800.994.MILLS • formanmills.com • @formanmills1 

MILLIONS OF BARGAINS FOR THE WHOLE FAMILY!

SANDALS for
the FAMILY $6

BEACH TOWELS $103for
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FIRE COVERS UP MURDER ON GLEASON AVE.

DISTRAUGHT MAN JUMPS FROM OVERPASS

TWO-ALARM BLAZE IN PELHAM PARKWAY

43 Precinct
Monday, May 22 at 10:30 p.m.  -- A 23-year-

old woman was the victim of a robbery as she sat 
aboard a subway train. An unidentified individual, 
described as a black man who is about 40-years-
old, brandished a gun and demanded her money. 
After taking $10 dollars from the victim, he fled at 
a train station located at East 177th Street near 
Parkchester. He was last seen wearing a camou-
flage jacket and beige pants.

Saturday, June 3 at 9:44 p.m. -- Cops re-
sponded to a 911 call of a man shot in the back 
of 1140 Wheeler Avenue. Upon arriving, officers 
found a 22-year-old man unconscious and not re-
sponsive. EMS took the victim to Jacobi Medical 
Center where he was pronounced dead. 

46 Precinct 
Saturday, May 27, at 8:50 p.m. -- An as-

sault was reported to cops as having taken place 
in front of 2037 Jerome Avenue following a verbal 
dispute. The victim, a 36-year-old woman, and a 
45-year-old man were standing in front of the lo-
cation when the dispute began. The man struck 
the woman in the head and she fell to the ground. 
Once she was on the ground, the man threw a 
chair at the victim and she went unconscious. The 
victim suffered a cut to her face and bruising. The 

individual who threw the chair fled the scene. The 
victim was taken to St. Barnabas Hospital. 

47 Precinct 
Tuesday, May 30 at 3:15 p.m. --  An un-

known man approached the victim, an 11-year-
old, near White Plains Road and Magenta Street, 
and grabbed him from behind and demanded his 
money. The man stated that he had a knife and 
told the victim to enter Bronx Park. Again he de-
manded money, taking the victim’s wallet. He then 
threw the victim to the ground and pulled the vic-
tim’s pants down. The young man resisted physi-
cally and then fled the location. The man cops 
are looking for is a light-skinned man between 
17-years-old and 19-years-old with a slim build 
and braces on his teeth.  He was last seen wearing 
white and blue sneakers, a blue hooded sweatshirt 
and blue jeans.

Friday, June 2 at 3:22 p.m. -- Cops got a re-
port of a robbery that took place inside an apart-
ment building near Nereid and Wickham avenues. 
The individual approached a 13-year-old man, dis-
played a knife and demanded property. The victim 
complied and allowed the individual to search his 
pockets and his backpack. The thief then took the 
victim’s wallet and rummaged through it, throwing 
it to the ground when he realized there was noth-
ing of value in it. He then fled. He is described as a 
black man who 16-years-old to 19-years-old. 

Police are on the hunt for a man who allegedly covered up a murder by setting an 
apartment on fi re. According to police, Noel Farrow, 45, was found by fi refi ghters 
on Wednesday, May 31 at 11:20 p.m. lying on his kitchen fl oor with a gunshot wound 
to the head inside his third fl oor apartment on 2235 Gleason Avenue. Farrow was 
pronounced dead on arrival by fi rst responders. A NYPD spokesman confi rmed that 
Farrow’s family was informed of his death which remains under investigation. Of-
fi cials said the fi re started inside Farrow’s apartment. Four fi refi ghters suffered mi-
nor injuries while combating the blaze and were treated at Jacobi Medical Center.
Police have released a description of the gunman described as a black man with a 
beard who was last seen wearing a baseball cap, waist length jacket and blue jeans. 
The man was captured on a surveillance camera leaving the building around the 
time of the incident. Anyone with information is asked to call Crime Stoppers at 
(800) 577-TIPS. All calls are kept strictly confi dential.         Photo by Edwin Soto

Firefi ghters combated a two-alarm fi re last week in Pelham Parkway. According to 
the FDNY, the fi re originated on the sixth-fl oor of a 7-story building on 2090 Barnes 
Avenue just before 5 p.m. on Monday, May 29. No serious injuries were reported, 
however dozens of residents were displaced by the incident. Fire marshals are still 
investigating the cause of the blaze.            Photo by Edwin Soto

A man tried to harm himself by jumping from an overpass. According to a NYPD 
spokesman, 52nd Precinct police responded to a call of an unidentifi ed 41-year-
old man from the Bronx at the intersection of Grand Concourse and East Bedford 
Park Boulevard. When police arrived, they saw the man hanging off the overpass. 
He jumped to the roadway below in an attempt to hurt himself, but only sustained 
injuries to his legs. The man was transported by EMS to St. Barnabas Hospital for 
evaluation.             Photo by Miriam Quin
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HIP Health Plan of New York (HIP) is an HMO plan with a Medicare contract. Enrollment in HIP depends 
on contract renewal. HIP is an EmblemHealth company. Plans vary by county. Limitations, copayments 
and restrictions may apply. Benefits, premiums and/or copayments/coinsurance may change on January 
1 of each year. The pharmacy network may change at any time. You will receive notice when necessary. 
You must continue to pay your Medicare Part B premium. This plan is a Medicare Special Needs Plan 
for people with both Medicare and Medicaid. Your eligibility to enroll in this plan may depend on your 
Medicaid status. Premium, copays, coinsurance and deductibles may vary based on the level of Extra 
Help you receive. This information is not a complete description of benefits. Contact the plan for more 
information. EmblemHealth complies with applicable Federal civil rights laws and does not discriminate 
on the basis of race, color, national origin, age, disability or sex. ATTENTION: If you speak other languages, 
language assistance services, free of charge, are available to you. Call 1-800-283-7504 (TTY/TDD: 711). 
ATENCIÓN: Si usted habla español, tiene a su disposición, gratis, servicios de ayuda para idiomas. 
Llame al 1-800-283-7504 (TTY/TDD: 711). 注意：如果您講中文，我們免費提 供相關的語言協助服務。請致電
1-800-283-7504 (TTY/TDD: 711). 

H3330_126350 Accepted 5/13/17

Or visit emblemhealth.com/join1

Call 1-800-283-7504 TTY/TDD: 711
8 am to 8 pm, seven days a week

It may be hard to believe, but many New Yorkers qualify for  
Medicare Special Needs plans that cost them nothing. Make one  
quick call to EmblemHealth to see if you qualify for:

$0 premiums
$0 copays for covered services 
$0  comprehensive and  

preventive dental coverage 

Plus save up to $720 a year on over-the-counter  
medications and more at participating pharmacies.

for your Medicare coverage$0

For those on both  
Medicare and Medicaid.



BRONX TIMES REPORTER, JUNE 9-15, 201712    BTR

LETTERS TO THE EDITOR
Time for

mayoral control

Dear editor,
There is more to the ongo-

ing feud between Mayor de 
Blasio and Governor Cuomo 
as who is responsible for con-
tinuing decline of both bus 
and subway service. Cuomo is 
actually serving as the hired 
superintendent running the 
MTA hired by NYC who is the 
real landlord or owner of NYC 
Transit buses and subways.  

In 1953, the old NYC Board 
of Transportation passed on 
control of the municipal sub-
way system, including all its 
assets under a master lease 
and operating agreement to 
the newly created NYC Transit 
Authority.  Under late Gover-
nor Nelson Rockefeller in the 
‘60s, the MTA was created.  

Buried within the 1953 
master agreement between 
the City of New York and NYC 
Transit is an escape clause.  
NYC has the legal right at any 
time to take back control of its 
assets.  This includes the sub-
way and bus system.  Actions 
speak louder than words.  If 
the mayor and other munici-
pal offi cials feel they could 
do a better job managing the 
MTA including running the 
nation’s largest subway and 
bus system, man up and re-
gain control.  This might pro-
vide faster resolution to legiti-
mate concerns of both subway 
and bus riders.

Larry Penner

Station a traffic
agent at bridge

(The following letter was 
sent to the NYC police commis-
sioner)

Greetings Commissioner 

O’Neill and Chief Nikunen. 
I write today concerning 

recent media reports about 
traffi c build-up along the 
Throggs Neck peninsula along 
the Throgs Neck Expressway 
and Harding Avenue towards 
the entrance to the Throgs 
Neck bridge. I have spoken to 
community leaders at Locust 
Point about this issue many 
times, and I’m familiar with 
their fears about this conges-
tion backing up and blocking 
access into their community.  
My understanding is after a 
near fatal incident many years 
ago, where an emergency vehi-
cle was unable to enter into the 

community, it was determined 
that this entryway would be 
closed during rush hours and 
on weekends.    

However, I have heard from 
people in the area this entry-
way has now been opened dur-
ing rush hour, to the concern 
of local residents.   While I un-
derstand negotiations are un-
derway between the MTA and 
community offi cials, I would 
ask that you consider supply-
ing the 45th Precinct with ad-
ditional resources, including 
a traffi c agent who could di-
rect traffi c during rush hour 
times until a permanent solu-
tion can be worked out.   

John Doyle

Applauds fast
food changes

Dear editor,
Monday’s historic signing 

of the Fast Food Worker Em-
powerment Act is the culmi-
nation of years of rallies and 
protests, testimonies and meet-
ings, petitions and emails, all 
proclaiming that the voice of 
the people will not be ignored. 
Our city is standing up for the 
countless individuals working 
in the fast-food industry by en-
suring they will have more 
reliable schedules that enable 
them to take care of their chil-
dren, continue their educa-
tion, work other jobs, and plan 
their lives. 

No longer will workers suf-
fer mandatory so-called ‘clo-

pening’ shifts which do not al-
low for enough time to sleep. 
No longer will employees lose 
opportunities to temporary 
staff or new hires. 

The Workmen’s Circle’s 
progressive Jewish commu-
nity has been fi ghting for 
workers’ and immigrants’ 
rights since our founding 
more than 100 years ago, and 
we are particularly proud of 
the part of this groundbreak-
ing legislation that will allow 
workers to form their own 
non-profi ts to educate col-
leagues about their rights and 
advocate for changes in their 
communities. This legislation 
is vitally important to the fu-
ture of our city.

Ann Toback

executive director

The Workmen’s Circle

Gomez’ racially-
charged attacks

Dear editor,
I was very upset to learn 

about the racially charged at-
tacks by Alex Gomez towards 
two Bronx assemblymen: Mar-
cos Crespo and Mark Gjonaj.

Maybe Mr. Gomez is des-
perate because he is lagging 
in support in the race for the 
City Council. One would say 
that its better to lose with dig-
nity than stooping to racism.

As an Albanian, there is 
no doubt that I would love to 
see an Albanian-American as 
a member of City Council, but 

the main reason why I support 
Mr. Gjonaj has nothing to do 
with the ethnicity of his par-
ents. To me, he is the best rep-
resentative possible for all the 
people of the Bronx and New 
York City.

I am on record for writing 
against candidates of Alba-
nian ethnicity when I didn’t 
trust them with representing 
their constituents.

In Mr. Gjonaj, however, 
I see someone who will im-
prove the daily lives of neigh-
bors of every community and 
who will make the city a bet-
ter place to live, work, and 
raise children. I believe that 
this is also what all Latino or 
non-Latino responsible vot-
ers and leaders want for their 
people.

So, Mr. Gomez, leave your 
words of division and your 
dreams of segregation to the 
century we left behind and 
trust the power of a positive 
message like Mr. Gjonaj is do-
ing. 

Assemblyman Gjonaj is not 
running for City Council out 
of nowhere. Voters are aware 
now of his proud record as 
an elected offi cial and he has 
proved to be an Assemblyman 
for everyone, no matter what 
ethnicity, race, or religion. He 
will take the same spirit to the 
City Council of New York.

Keep the faith!
Ruben Avxhiu

editor-in-chief

Albanian-American 

newspaper, Illyria

Columbus H.S. ring found
While metal detecting on Topsail Beach in North Carolina last week, a gentlemen 

found a Christopher Comumbus High School ring.  He is trying to locate the owner so 
that he can return the ring. The name inside the ring appears to be Ada De Jesus.

If you believe you are the owner or if you know the owner please email 
david.n.frazier@gmail.com.
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Most insurance plans accepted  •   Secure, validated parking

718-823-0820
3250 Westchester Avenue, Suite 203A, Bronx, New York 10461 

FarahRetinaConsultants.com

✓ Board certified
✓ Dual fellowship trained
✓ Over 20 years of experience

Sam Farah, M.D.
Retina-Vitreous Specialist

“Our mission is to provide 
exceptional care to retinal patients 

at a state-of-the-art facility in 
Pellham Bay.”

Specializing in 
diabetic eye 

disease, macular 
degeneration, 

and other diseases 
and surgeries  

of the retina

 WellCare of New York, a 
subsidiary of WellCare Health 
Plans, Inc. (NYSE:WCG), hon-
ored 34 offi cers of the New 
York Police Department 
(NYPD) who regularly fi nd 
ways to support the communi-
ties they serve. Each day offi -
cers from the NYPD perform 
the duties one would expect 
such as public safety, law en-
forcement and traffi c manage-
ment. However, in addition to 
preserving the peace, police 
offi cers are working in part-
nership with organizations 
in the community to enhance 
the quality of life in New York 
City through smaller, more 
personal ways.

Examples abound of the 
generosity of the men and 
women of the NYPD including 
the detectives who collected 
nearly 400 gowns and acces-
sories for Prom Impact, giving 
girls in Queens and the Bronx 
the chance to dress up for 
their special prom night for 
free. Offi cers also helped with 
the collection and distribution 
of school supplies through the 
Citywide Back Packs for Kids 
program and reached out to 
seniors living in public hous-
ing through Housing Author-

WellCare of New York honors NYPD offi cers
ity Senior Breakfasts.

Bronx honorees were: Of-
fi cer Hector Espada, Offi cer 
Clarivel Socola, Lt. Lorraine 
Perez Gonzalez, and Detective 
Angel Irizarry.

In addition, Lt. Donzel 
Cleare, commanding offi cer 
for the Housing Bureau Com-
munity Affairs Unit, received 
the “Ambassador with Dis-
tinction” honor for his dedica-
tion and support of the annual 
back-to-school giveaway pro-
viding supplies for hundreds 
of children in need.

 “We are grateful that Well-
Care has taken the time to rec-
ognize the impact our offi cers 
have on the lives of people in 
the community,” said Chief 
James A. Secreto, of NYPD 
Housing Bureau. “Many po-
lice departments around the 
country are waiting for this 
kind of sign of appreciation. 
WellCare gets it. Thank you, 
WellCare.”

“WellCare of New York is 
dedicated to providing our 
members with access to the 
care and services they need 
to reach their optimal health, 
in the physician’s offi ce and in 
the communities where they 
live. This cannot be achieved 

without outstanding support 
of our partners like the New 
York Police Department,” said 
John J. Burke, WellCare’s 
state president in New York. 
“At youth basketball games, 
summer street festivals, and 
more they never hesitate to 
reach out to ensure the mem-
bers of our communities know 
that just as they can turn to 
WellCare for support, they can 
turn to the men and women of 
the NYPD.”

The event concluded with 
the presentation of a $2000 do-

nation to the Stephen Siller 
Tunnel to Towers Foundation 
in support of EMT Yadira Ar-
royo’s family.  The Stephen 
Siller Tunnel to Towers pro-
gram supports families of mil-
itary and fi rst responders. Ar-
royo, the mother of fi ve boys, 
was recently killed in the line 
of duty.  

 The need for relationships 
on a local, block-by-block level 
was also shared by Big Broth-
ers Big Sisters of New York 
City, a supporting event part-
ner for the ceremony. BBBS 

of NYC currently serves 
more than 5,200 young people 
across the fi ve boroughs each 
year, through a variety of spe-
cialized mentoring programs. 
This year the WellCare Com-
munity Foundation commit-
ted up to $250,000 annually to 
support Big Brothers Big Sis-
ters of America and its “Bigs 
in Blue” program, which re-
cruits local law enforcement 
offi cers in cities across the 
country to serve as mentors 
to youth in their communi-
ties.

The offi cers honored by WellCare of New York.
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Need Help Paying For 
Medicare Costs?

We can help you apply for 
programs that may save you money 

on prescription drugs and more.

Our experienced counselors offer 
Free Medicare Counseling 

by appointment or telephone.

For more information, 
call 311 and ask for “HIICAP” 

or email HIICAP@aging.nyc.gov

BY ARTHUR CUSANO
A City Island man was ar-

rested and charged with sell-
ing drugs that led to the over-
dose of two area residents, 
according to police.

Frankie Beqiraj, 27, was 
indicted Thursday, June 1 on 
federal charges of conspiracy 
to distribute heroin, cocaine, 
oxycodone, and alprazolam. 

The indictment alleges 
that heroin distributed by Be-
qiraj and his unnamed co-con-
spirators resulted in the death 
of 25-year-old Robert Vivolo 
of City Island on October 21, 
2016. 

He was arrested Thursday, 
May 1 at his home at 30 Pilot 
Street.

Beqiraj was also charged 
in connection with the over-
dose death of Leonides Madrid 
of New Rochelle on January 8, 
2017.

Beqiraj appeared in federal 
court in Manhattan and was 
taken into custody. 

If convicted, he faces a 
mandatory minimum sen-
tence of 20 years in prison and 

Dealer charged in connection 
with recent City Island overdose

a maximum sentence of life in 
prison. 

“Frankie Beqiraj worked 
with others to sell a whole 
range of drugs, including her-
oin, cocaine, oxycodone, and 
alprazolam,” stated Acting 
United States Attorney for the 
Southern District of New York 
Joon H. Kim. “As alleged, two 
young people are dead, vic-
tims of Beqiraj’s alleged her-
oin dealing and of the opioid 
epidemic that is sweeping the 
country.”

Kim credited the NYPD, 
the New Rochelle Police De-
partment and the Westchester 
County District Attorney for 
assisting in the arrest. 

Beqiraj has a long history 
on criminal activity on City 
Island and elsewhere.  

He was arrested twice for 
disorderly conduct in 2008 
and again in April of 2009 in 
Throggs Neck. 

He served several days in 
jail for the latter offense.

He was then arrested twice 
within a month in May of 2009, 
once for assault and then for a 

assaulting a police offi cer, re-
sisting arrest, trespassing, 
possession of a weapon and 
selling marijuana, according 
to Bronx Times archives. 

NYS Department of Cor-
rections records show Beq-
iraj was convicted in 2010 of 
second and third-degree at-
tempted robbery, D and E felo-
nies, respectively. 

He served time at the Wil-
lard Drug Treatment Campus 
in upstate Seneca County.

Longtime City Island resi-
dent John Doyle said Beqiraj, 
who he said he barely knew 
from school, had been the 
topic of concern from resi-
dents for years due to com-
plaints about alleged drug 
dealing outside his apartment 
complex. 

“He seemed to have a trou-
bled path in life, unfortu-
nately,” Doyle said

Beqiraj is the second per-
son charged in connection 
with Vivolo’s death. 

Fabrice Diaz, 24, was ar-
rested on Friday, February 3 
and charged with selling her-

oin to Vivolo. 
Diaz had been arrested a 

month earlier in New Rochelle 
in possession of 17 envelopes of 
heroin, according to the U.S. 
Department of Justice. 

The indictment comes on 
the heels of two separate DOJ 
indictments on Wednesday, 
May 31 involving 25 defen-
dants for a litany of charges 

involving narcotics, fi rearms 
and robbery.  

The arrests, made with 
the assistance of other federal 
agencies including ICE and 
the Bronx DA’s offi ce. 

Twenty-one of the defen-
dants were indicted in associ-
ation with a drug distribution 
organization operating pri-
marily in Hunts Point.

Frankie Beqiraj of City Island was arrested Thursday, May 1 at his home 
at 30 Pilot Street and charged in the the overdose death of an island 
resident last year. Arthur Cusano
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State Farm Fire and Casualty Company, State Farm General Insurance Company, Bloomington, IL0901144.1

Get a new  
lease on  
renters  
insurance.

Just pennies a day.
Did you know your landlord’s insurance only covers the building?  
Protect your stuff. There’s no reason to take a chance.  
Like a good neighbor, State Farm is there.®  
GET TO A BETTER STATE™. CALL ME TODAY.

statefarm.com®

Joy Harvey-Washington, Agent
1946 Williamsbridge Road
Bronx, NY  10461
Bus: 718-239-3514
www.joywashington.com
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Transportation for seniors
Do you need help getting to and 

from your medical appointments?  
Transportation Services are available 
to seniors Monday through Friday, 8 
a.m. to 4 p.m., in community districts 
9, 10, 11 and 12.

  • Door to door service for all medi-
cal appointments

CAR OVERTURNS AT PELHAM PARKWAY NORTH

Police responded to the scene of an overturned car at Pelham Parkway North and 
Tenbroeck Avenue on Monday, May 29 at 5:30 p.m. According to a NYPD spokesman, 
police offi cers did not witness the accident, but suspect that speed may have played 
a factor. The driver, whose identity was not released, was taken to Jacobi Hospital 
for treatment of minor injuries. No summonses were issued to the driver.                     
               Photo by Edwin Soto

A Public Hearing will be held on 
June 13, 7 p.m. in the matter of a pro-
posed community residence at 2717 
Gifford Avenue, Bronx, New York 
10465 to be managed by Unique Peo-
ple Services for six intellectually 
and developmentally disabled per-
sons.  

Hearing location is Ft. Schuyler 
House, 3077 Cross Bronx Express-
way, Bronx, 10465.

 A Public Hearing will be held 
on June 13, 7 p.m. on the follow-
ing matter:  ULURP Application 
#N170425ZRY, New York City Depart-
ment of City Planning is proposing 
a zoning text amendment to require 
a CPC Special Permit for new self-
storage facilities within Designated 

Notifi cation of 3 public hearings

• Courteous, professional drivers
• Clean vehicles
• Handicap accessibility, including 

wheelchair lifts 
For further information, call Mil-

dred Cardona, program director of the 
R.A.I.N. Transportation Program at 
(718) 882-8513.  

Areas in M districts, which repre-
sent New York City’s most active in-
dustrial areas, to promote the future 
availability of siting opportunities 
for industrial, more job-intensive 
uses.  

Hearing location is Ft. Schuyler 
House, 3077 Cross Bronx Express-
way, Bronx, 10465.

 A Public Hearing will be held on 
June 13, 7 p.m. on the following mat-
ter:  ULURP Application #C 160253 
MMX, Westchester Avenue Bridge 
City Map:  IN THE MATTER OF an 
application submitted by the New 
York City Department of Transpor-
tation, Division of Bridges, pursuant 
to Sections 197-c and 199 of the New 
York City Charter for an amendment 

to the City Map involving:  the modifi -
cation of legal grades on Westchester 
Avenue between Waters Place and 
Hutchinson River Parkway East Ser-
vice Road: in Community Districts 
10 and 11, Borough of the Bronx, in 

accordance with Map No, 13139 dated 
March 2, 2017 and signed by the Bor-
ough President.  

Hearing location is Ft. Schuyler 
House, 3077 Cross Bronx Express-
way, Bronx, 10465.

ÚNASE A NOSOTROS EN ESTA 
PRESENTACIÓN INFORMATIVA  
SOBRE ESCLEROSIS MÚLTIPLE (EM)

La EM recurrente es el tipo más común 
de EM, y es una enfermedad crónica 
que afecta a las personas de manera 
diferente. Si a usted o a un ser querido 
le diagnosticaron esta afección, le 
recomendamos asistir a esta presentación 
dirigida por un profesional de atención 
médica (médico o enfermero/a) sobre 
cómo tratar la enfermedad y una opción 
de tratamiento disponible.

¡INSCRÍBASE HOY Y 
ASEGURE SU LUGAR!
Llame al 1-866-615-6121 o 
visite mslifelines.com/events

Lunes 26 de Junio de 2017
6:30 p.m. (Habrá cena de cortesía)

Tosca Marque Restaurant
 4034 East Tremont Avenue

Bronx, NY 10465

©2016 EMD Serono, Inc. Todos los derechos reservados.  US-INF-1113-0051(1) Impreso en EE. UU. 05/16

Esta presentación se 
realizará en español.

El programa y los oradores son patrocinados por:

CON EM

¡Traiga a sus familiares 
y seres queridos para 

que lo acompañen!

PROGRAMA SOBRE CÓMO
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GrowNYC.org/Compost

Recycle@GrowNYC.org

212.788.7964

Drop off fruit & vegetable scraps at 

convenient collections near transit on 

Friday mornings in The Bronx

138th St & Brook Ave (6:45am - 10:00am) 

149th St & 3rd Ave (7:00am - 10:15am) 

149th St & Grand Concourse (7:15am - 10:15am) 

161st St & River Ave (7:30am - 10:15am)

163rd St, Southern Blvd & Hunts Point Ave (6:30am - 9:45am) 

Burnside & Jerome Aves (7:30am - 10:30am) 

E Tremont Ave & Boston Rd (6:30am - 9:30am) 

E Fordham Rd b/t Webster & 3rd Aves (7:00am - 11:00am) 

E Fordham Rd & Jerome Ave (7:15am - 10:45am) 

More info: GrowNYC.org/Compost or 212.788.7964 
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De Blasio Affordable Housing Myth #2
Mayor Bill de Blasio wants affordable housing and income equality for all New Yorkers.
(Note: as long as it doesn’t affect his bank account)

The Facts:
Mayor•  de Blasio freezes the rents of stabilized apartment owners,  
but Landlord de Blasio has continued to raise rents… of his tenants 
in two homes he owns in Park Slope to cover his expenses.  
(Source: PoliticoNY, 4/17/17)
de Blasio is a hypocrite – rent hikes for his tenants, but he denies the • 
largest providers of affordable housing the revenue they need to repair, 
improve and maintain apartments for their tenants. 

De Blasio’s Housing Policies: Politics & Hypocrisy
Next Week: de Blasio Myth #3

BY ROBERT WIRSING
An iconic Bronx thoroughfare will 

serve as the setting for two public art 
installations.

NYC Department of Cultural Af-
fairs and NYC Department of Trans-
portation are asking sculptors and 
other three-dimensional artists to 
design artwork for two locations on 
the median along the Grand Con-
course.

The commission is part of Phase 
4 of DOT’s overall reconstruction of 
the thoroughfare spanning East 175th 
Street to Fordham Road.

As part of Mayor de Blasio’s ‘Great 
Streets’ initiative, the project includes 
a full roadway reconstruction of the 
service roads; converting existing un-
derutilized channelized space to ex-
pand, landscape and revitalize exist-
ing medians.

The mainline travel lanes would 
be resurfaced with pedestrian islands 
added at signalized crossing locations 
where feasible.

A total of $400,000 is available for 
the commissioning of permanent art-
work at East 187th Street and Grand 
Concourse and Anthony Avenue and 
Grand Concourse.

East 187th Street and Grand Con-
course’s capital design would close 
the street to through traffi c from East 
187th Street.

Anthony Avenue is a north-south 

Grand Concourse to receive 2 art installations
route connecting Claremont Park to 
the thoroughfare at an acute angle cre-
ating large underutilized space cur-
rently marked in channelization.

Anthony Avenue and Grand Con-
course’s capital design would include 
a large curb extension at this site.

Artwork could help indicate the in-
tersection of these two streets while 
providing additional traffi c calming 
and enlivening the pedestrian envi-
ronment.

“The Grand Concourse is a storied 
stretch of the Bronx with beautiful art 
deco buildings that are often adorned 
with low relief sculptures,” noted 
Emily Colasacco, DOT Art/Summer 
Streets director. “Adding new art 
along this thoroughfare will help so-
lidify its reputation as the Park Ave-
nue of the Bronx.”

Prospective artists are asked to 
submit images of past work for consid-
eration.

If selected as fi nalists, artists can 
propose sculptures or other three-
dimensional art installations at the 
aforementioned locations.

Both sites are located on the road-
way median/greenway being created 
as part of the project.

Artists can propose installations at 
one or both locations.

The city, in partnership with a com-
mittee of outside arts and design pro-
fessionals and community representa-

tives will select the fi nalists.
A DCA spokesman confi rmed the 

panel will consist of local arts profes-
sionals and representatives from Com-
munity Board 5; Borough President 
Ruben Diaz, Jr.’s offi ce and the City 
Council.

“The Grand Concourse is one of 
NYC’s great thoroughfares and along 
with so many of our vibrant public 
spaces, it deserves to be honored with 
great public art,” expressed Cultural 
Affairs commissioner Tom Finkel-
pearl.

The art commission’s goal is to pro-
vide an engaging, distinctive visual 

marker helping to identify the Con-
course as a major center of activity for 
the Bronx.

The city is interested in design con-
cepts refl ecting the surrounding cul-
ture, community and neighborhoods; 
enhancing the Grand Concourse’s 
overall appearance and atmosphere 
and conveying a sense of place which 
identifi es the location and its surround-
ings for locals and visitors alike.

The deadline to apply is Sunday, 
June 25.

For additional information, visit 
www.nyculture.submittable.com/sub-
mit.

The Grand Concourse 
is one of NYC’s great 

thoroughfares and along 
with so many of our 

vibrant public spaces, it 
deserves to be honored 

with great public art.
Tom Finkelpearl

Photo by Deon Soogrim
NYC Department of Cultural Affairs
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��AFFORDABLE TUITION 

��FLEXIBLE PAYMENT OPTIONS

��HALF DAY / FULL DAY OPTIONS

��OLYMPIC SIZE SWIMMING POOL

��A VARIETY OF ACTIVITIES:
ACADEMIC ENRICHMENT

  COMPUTER TECHNOLOGY

  DANCE, MARTIAL ARTS, 

  BASKETBALL, ZUMBA, 

  SWIMMING and MUCH MORE!!

THERE’S STILL TIME TO REGISTER
July Pre-Camp 7/5-7/7 App/Payment Deadline 6/14/17

July Camp 7/10-7/28 Application Deadline 6/14/17 

August Camp 7/31-8/18 Application Deadline 7/10/17

APPLY TODAY to hold your spot!

SSUUMMMMEERR CAMP AT
LEHMAN COLLEGE | SCPS

FOR MORE INFORMATION & APPLICATION: 
call: 718-960-8512
email: lehman.academy@lehman.cuny.edu
visit: www.lehman.edu/ce
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BY PATRICK ROCCHIO
A local community-based 

organization won an award re-
cently for a new development 
rising in Melrose. 

Women’s Housing and Eco-
nomic Development Corpora-
tion, along with builders BFC 
Partners, received a 2017 Cre-
ating a Dynamic City Award 
from the Richman Group for 
the Bronx Commons, cur-
rently under construction in 
Melrose. 

Nancy Biberman, of 
WHEDco, accepted the Aspi-
rational Communities Award, 
which honors signifi cant proj-
ects that either broke ground 
or opened in the past year, on 
Wednesday, May 17. 

Several developments 
in New York City received 
awards from the Richman 
Group, which according to 
Biberman helped raise money 
for Bronx Commons by selling 
tax credits. 

An essential part of the 
project, which includes 305 

Bronx Commons wins 
Richman Group award

affordable housing units and 
an arts-based community cen-
ter in 426,000 square feet, is a 
music performance space that 
WHEDco hopes to make a des-
tination, said Biberman. 

The Bronx Music Hall is 
expected to be a 16,000 square 
foot, state of the art perfor-
mance venue with a 300 seat-
ing capacity, she said. 

“It is designed to be a 
multi-purpose venue that…
a musician or band would be 
thrilled to perform in,” said 
Biberman.

The WHEDco CEO said 
that she feels the music hall 
will fi ll a niche in the commu-
nity. 

Her organization is look-
ing to attract restaurants to 
the project’s retail space, with 
the hopes of creating a desti-
nation, expanding on the idea 
of WHEDco’s existing Bronx 
Music Heritage Center, which 
celebrates the music contri-
butions of local communities, 
past and present. 

“The objective of Bronx 
Commons, aside for provid-
ing beautiful apartments 
and cultural activities, is to 
get people to come and spend 
money in the neighborhood,” 
she said. 

She added: “This building 
can really be a catalyst for eco-
nomic activity that can benefi t 
way more people.”  

This development com-
pletes the Melrose Commons 
Urban Renewal Area, mostly 
spearheaded by Nos Queda-
mos over the past quarter cen-
tury. 

Bronx Commons is in the 
vicinity of Elton Avenue and 
East 162nd Street. It is ex-
pected to be completed in 
2019. 

Delays in securing fi nanc-
ing for the project allowed 
for WHEDco to test out much 
of the kind of programing it 
wants to bring to the Bronx 
Music Hall through BMHC. 

The center, ongoing for 
about fi ve years, seeks to high-

light the Bronx musical heri-
tage from doo-wop to salsa to 
hip-hop. 

BMHC has had scores of 
performances and amassed a 
wealth of knowledge, she said. 

“We were able to satisfy 
ourselves that there was really 
an appetite out there that if we 
build it, people will come,” she 
said.

Edwin Págan, Bronx Cul-
ture Collective program man-
ager, a project under the Nos 
Quedamos umbrella, said that 

he believes the community 
will enjoy the music hall. 

“(WHEDco) will just be 
doing what they have been 
doing for the past fi ve or six 
years only on a larger scale,” 
said Págan of BMHC, adding 
that the organization will now 
have “a bigger spotlight.” 

In a previous Bronx Times 
story, Don Capoccia, BFC 
Partners principal, said he be-
lieves that Bronx Commons 
“will have a powerfully posi-
tive impact on local families.” 

An artist rendering of Bronx Commons facing Elton Avenue between East 
162nd and East 163rd streets. Photo courtesy of WHEDco
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HEALTHY VILLAGE 
HEALTH & WELLNESS EXP

Legacy
Old School R&B

Trusol
R&B Group

Plans are offered by affiliates of Healthfirst, Inc.
© 2017 HF Management Services, LLC
0919-17 H3359_GEN17_259 RA 05/2017 

INA17_50

Join us for a FREE

 Family Fun Day
Saturday, June 17, 2017 
11am–6pm

Gouverneur Playground  
Third Avenue at East 170th Street 

Bronx, NY 10456

Featuring...

� Live Entertainment

� A Kids’ Zone

� Free Massages

�  Free Health Screenings

� Face Painters

� A Bouncy Castle

� And More!

For more information about our health plans, visit HFHealthPlan.org 

or call 1-888-974-9901 (TTY 1-888-542-3821), 7 days a week, 8am–8pm.

Come Together For Better Health

SBH (St. Barnabas Hospital) is now bringing medi-
tation to its staff by offering a free weekly 30-minute 
class. 

“Bringing wellness to our community, including 
meditation, will be a major objective of the new SBH 
Health, Wellness & Affordable Housing Project,” says 
Len Walsh, EVP/COO. “With this in mind, we thought 
it only made sense to fi rst make the class available to 
staff.”  

 The project on Third Avenue, across the street 
from the hospital, which is scheduled to open in early 
2019, will feature the Bronx Center for Healthy Com-
munities, a space of more than 50,000 square feet de-
voted to health and wellness with preventive health 
strategies integrated into the programming.

 To accompany its meditation class, the hospital is 
also offering a Vinyasa Flow Yoga class.  The fi rst ses-
sion will be 3:30 to 4 p.m. on Wednesday, June 21.  Vin-
yasa Yoga is a moving meditation that brings together 
your movement and breath to fl ow from one pose to 
another.

Meditation, as defi ned by the Merriam-Webster 
dictionary, is the act of “engaging in mental exercise 
(concentrating on one’s breathing or repetition of a 
mantra) for the purpose of reaching a heightened level 
of spiritual awareness.”   According to instructor Da-
vid Bakis, meditation increases focus, reduces stress, 
and results in greater happiness and peace of mind.

 He begins the class by teaching proper posture – 
butts far back in the chair, back slightly arched, feet 
on the fl oor, hands in the lap.  His soothing voice in-
structs students to close their eyes and to breathe in 
and out through their nose.  In the background, gen-
tle, relaxing music plays.  “You breathe in to nour-
ish, and breathe out to fully relax,” he says. “Your 
thoughts will invade.  Welcome everything that comes 
in. Think of a leaf fl oating on a stream.”

 According to the website of Journey Meditation, 
the company hired by the hospital, employee medita-
tion leads to greater calm, clarity and peace of mind. 
This results in increases in productivity and reten-
tion and improvement in employee health.  

St. Barnabas 
Hospital offers 

meditation to staff

(Left) Nicky is a 6-7 year old Maltese. He must go to a 
one-person household because he’s people-selective 
and can get quite possessive of the person holding 
or walking him. Other than that, he is extremely af-
fectionate and loving; He does get along with other 
dogs (his size) but we think he would do best as the 
only pet.

(Right) Gristette is a 7 month old domestic short 
haired striped kitten who was surrendered to our 
shelter. She is extremely affectionate, friendly and 
playful. 

To adopt any of these pets, email newbeginning-
animalrescue@gmail.com or call 347-691-3282.

NEW BEGINNING
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BY ARTHUR CUSANO
A locally owned supermar-

ket has drawn the ire of Lydig 
Avenue neighbors, along with 
fi nes and criticism from city 
offi cials.

International Retail Whole-
sale Food Market Corp, lo-
cated at 706 Lydig Avenue, is 
accused of clutters the side-
walk outside the store and 
obstructing pedestrian walk-
ways, claim local residents.   

Since it opened in 2014, the 
NYC Department of Consumer 
Affairs has received four com-
plaints about the store - three 
of those complaints were for 
blocking the sidewalk, and an-
other for expired food labels. 

The store has the proper 
DCA Stoop Line Stand license, 
which allows the display of 
fruit or other goods outside 
the store itself.

The store was last in-
spected on Friday, April 14, 
when it received violations for 
having boxes of merchandise 
for sale outside the area of the 
stoop line stand and block-
ing the sidewalk, not having 
a scale available for customer 
use, and not labeling pre-pack-
aged items in a proper fashion 

Lydig Supermarket draws ire over blocked egress
to properly indicate the quan-
tity of products in a package 
in terms of weight, measure 
or count. 

 Under NYC Department 
of Sanitation guidelines, side-
walk areas must be kept free 
from any obstruction that 
could impede pedestrian traf-
fi c. Structures used to display 
merchandise outside a store 
can extend no more than three 
feet into the sidewalk from the 
building, and cannot be taller 
than fi ve feet. 

Merchandise displayed 
outside a store must be avail-
able for purchase in the store 
itself and must also be paid for 
inside the store.

Community Board 11 
district manager Jeremy 
Warneke said he was aware 
of the issue, and that he and 
other local leaders had spoken 
to the store’s owners multiple 
times about the complaints.

“I’ve personally had trou-
ble walking down the side-
walk because of the way they 
conduct business,” he said.

Warneke said he had re-
ceived complaints from sev-
eral residents who have had 
trouble navigating the side-

walk in front of the store with 
a wheelchair.

The building was acquired 
by Viola Santelia of Yonkers 
in September of 2016, under 
Viola Santelia Realty, accord-
ing to city records. 

A person who answered 
Santelia’s home phone number 
directed calls to a person at 
another number, Fillipo Tor-
tora, who identifi ed himself 
as the building’s landlord and 
the market’s former owner.

When asked about the side-

walk complaints Tortora said 
he believed local offi cials 
should be more concerned 
with crime in the area, such as 
drug activity on nearby Cru-
ger Avenue late at night.

“They’re worried about the 
stand, but I’m worried about my 
safety at 3 a.m. in the morning,” 
Tortora said. “This is more im-
portant to the neighborhood, 
not someone who doesn’t dis-
turb anybody and makes im-
provements in the area.”

The market’s manager was 

not at the store on the after-
noon of Wednesday, June 7. 

Cashiers said they did not 
know when she would be back, 
and that she comes and goes 
during the day. 

Boxes of produce were 
displayed that day in card-
board boxes placed on plas-
tic grocery crates and make-
shift wooden shelves on the 
sidewalk in front of the store, 
many of which appeared to 
extend beyond the allowable 
three feet from the storefront.

The sidewalk outside the International Retail Wholesale Food Market Corp has drawn complaints from the com-
munity. Arthur Cusano
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SATURDAY, JUNE 17, 2017 
11 AM - 7 PM  

BETWEEN ST. RAYMOND AVE. & WESTCHESTER AVE.  
IN THE WESTCHESTER SQUARE SECTION OF THE BRONX 

LIVE PERFORMANCES BY

You are encouraged to take public trans-
portation to Westchester Square for this 

event:  6 Train • Bx4,  Bx4A, Bx8, Bx21, 
Bx31, Bx40 and Bx42 Buses

SPONSORED BY

RAIN OR SHINE!

LIKE US ON FACEBOOK:
FACEBOOK.COM/FAIRATTHESQUARE
FOLLOW US ON INSTAGRAM AND TWITTER: 
@FAIRATTHESQUARE
TAG YOUR PHOTOS AT THE FAIR FOR PRIZES:
#WSFAIR2017

Gene DiNapoli

CO-HOSTED BY

GUEST DJ’S

Just Nuts

Da Funk Factory 

Troubled Empire 

Kenny 
Supreme

9 T H  A N N UA L

ReignJah Band

DJ Lexs

Elite Dance Stars

GEORGE LAMOND CYNTHIA

FEATURING

DJ Kool  
Bob Ski

G-String

Jimmy Tate
Johnny Mambo & Friends
Feat. Pepito Gomez

Artie Rodriguez 

IN PARTNERSHIP WITHPRESENTED BY PRODUCED BY

FOUR BLOCK FESTIVAL - HALF MILE OF FUN
OVER 200 VENDORS AND ACTIVITIES FOR THE WHOLE FAMILY! 

LIMITED SPONSOR AND VENDOR OPPORTUNITIES AVAILABLE   
EMAIL:  WSFAIR@IMAGEMARKETINGINC.COM
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718-931-43352173 White Plains Road 
Just South of Pelham Pkwy.

OPEN
7 DAYS

We have been operating since 1978, 
offering quality products to those 
that desire organic, more  natural, 
gluten-free, and non GMO foods. 

Our vitamin and herb selection is 
extensive.  

Examples of lines stocked; New 
Chapter, Solgar, Bluebonnet, Twin 
Labs, Nature’s Way, Kal, Solaray, 
Country Life,  Herb Pharm.,  Gaia, 
Europharma, Natrol, Bach Flower, 

Life Extension. 

Even our herb selection becomes 
even greater when you take into ac-
count all the herbal teas offered. Its 

unmatched in the Bronx

Where there is always a sale

BY STEVEN GOODSTEIN
A local park will soon re-

open after being closed to 
the community for years.

The renovation of Mount 
Hope Garden was announced 
by Councilman Fernando 
Cabrera and NYC Parks at 
the park’s ground breaking 
on Tuesday, May 30.

Renovations for the park 
include the installment a 
new playground area and 
equipment for children 
(ages 2-12) as well as a new 
spray shower and an acces-
sible drinking fountain.

The park’s seating and 
planting areas will also be 
improved, while the park’s 
previously deteriorated wall 
will be retained.

Cabrera, along with Parks 
commissioner Mitchell Sil-
ver, Bronx Parks commis-
sioner Iris Rodriguez-Rosa, 
Senator Gustavo Rivera, As-
semblyman Jose Rivera, lo-
cal residents, as well as stu-
dents from nearby P.S. 279, 
The Captain Manuel Rivera, 
Jr. School, attended the 
ground breaking ceremony.

“This community will fi-
nally have a beautiful space 

Mount Hope Garden breaks ground on renovations

Commissioner Rodriguez, Councilman Cabrera, commissioner Silver, Senator Rivera and students from P.S. 279, 
The Captain Manuel Rivera, Jr. School, at the groundbreaking ceremony. 
 Photo courtesy of Malcolm Pinckney, NYC Parks

that it deserves - a beauti-
ful space that will provide 
a great place for accessible 
recreation and enjoyment,” 
said Cabrera, who allocated 

$2 million in funding for the 
project. “The long awaited 
renovation will now be a re-
ality - and the improvement 
to this cherished neighbor-

hood park will make this 
community better for every-
one.”

Cabrera has been push-
ing for the renovations of 

this park, along with other 
parks in his district, in-
cluding Grand Playground, 
since 2013.

The long-shuttered, 
square-parcel park, located 
just off of East Burnside Av-
enue between Morris and 
Creston avenues, will re-
open nearly five years after 
it was closed due to safety 
and health concerns, includ-
ing a standing body of wa-
ter in the middle of the park 
which attracted mosquitos.

The park’s closing oc-
curred less than a year fol-
lowing a previous renova-
tion. After just six months, 
sinkholes began to develop 
in sections of the park which 
posed a safety risk for the 
community.

“Though small in size, 
we know just how hugely im-
portant Mount Hope Garden 
is to this community,” said 
commissioner Silver. “This 
playground is one of our 
many locally treasured sites 
that present the opportunity 
for residents and neighbors 
to come together and enjoy a 
beautiful outdoor area.”

Mount Hope Garden’s 
renovation is expected to be 
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FREE
Parking

Don’t Miss 
Our Weekend Tasting 

4-8pm 

BRING IN THIS AD AND

GET
50 POINTS
($2 OFF) with Membership Card

WINE & LIQUOR
Throggs Neck Plaza Upstairs From Target 

 

www.wineliquorsuperstore.com
LARGE SELECTION OF GIFTS SETS AVAILABLE

SUPERSTORE

* Cash or debit only on featured items. No mix & match on sale items. We will match printed prices from other NewYork City liquor stores. 
Coupon must be present at checkout. Webprices not accepted. Not responsible for typographical errors. Prices Expire 07/01/17.

Find us on facebook.com/wineliquorsuperstore @wineliquorsuperstore

Chivas
18 yr. 
1.75L 

$9999

Visit our website
www.bxliquors.com and browse 
our large selection of unadvertised 

specials & upcoming tastings. 

CASE PRICES AVAILABLE

Hennessy VSOP 
Father’s Day 
Gift Set  750ML 

$5645

Hennessy XO 
Gift 

$17500

Belvedere 
Vodka
Gift Set 750ML 

$3549

Lvov 
Vodka
1.75L 

$1999

Patron 
Silver
1.75L 

$8999

Bacardi 
Light & Gold
Cash or Debit 

$1799

Jack 
Daniel
Black 

$4973

Tito’s 
Vodka

$3349

Johnnie 
Walker
Blue 

$18200

Gato Negro 
Wines
1.5L 

$899

Casa Del Toro 
Wines
1.5L 

$740

Woodbridge 
Wines
1.5L 

$1288

Carlo Rossi  
Wines 

$1499
$898

Meiomi 
Pinot Noir
750ML 

$2299

Josh 
Cabernet
Sauvignon 

$1399

Oyster Bay 
Sauvignon
Blanc 

$1199

Jeunesse 
Cabernet
Sauvignon 

$1188

4L

1.5L

Barefoot  
Wines 

$1000
$520

750ML

1.5L
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Office of the Mayor

If you’re a minority or woman business owner, find out how the Department of 
Small Business Services can help you make NYC your next customer.  

Call 311 or visit nyc.gov/getcertified

This is what 
winning 

$83 million 
in City 

projects 
looks like.

Dawanna Williams
Founder, Managing Principal

Dabar Development Partners LLC

cross town
diner

BREAKFAST
LUNCH
DINNER

DELIVERY HOURS
MONDAY - FRIDAY 9AM-11PM
SATURDAY & SUNDAY 8AM-11PM

OPEN 24 HOURS THURSDAY, 
FRIDAY & SATURDAY

718-597-3450
718-597-1978

FAX:
718-597-2097

BY PATRICK ROCCHIO
A popular community leader 

has relinquished one of his roles at 
a local civic association because of 
term-limits. 

Tony Signorile turned over 
the reins as Morris Park Commu-
nity Association president to Al 
D’Angelo after serving two consec-
utive 2-year terms, the maximum 
permitted by the organization’s by-
laws. 

Signorile will continue to head 
the extremely successful Bronx Co-
lumbus Day Parade, which is the 
second largest in the city and per-
haps the state, he said. The parade 
is a function of the MPCA. 

The former community associa-
tion president’s time at the helm of 
the venerable association saw an 
expansion of its Italian Language 
Program as well as enhancements 
to the security offi ce at the associa-
tion’s 1824 Bronxdale Avenue head-
quarters. 

“This was perfect timing,” he 
said, adding that now he will focus 
his efforts solely on the parade. 

During his time in offi ce Signo-
rile performed double-duty, tack-
ling the herculean task of manag-
ing the challenging parade each 
October, and the association’s 
nightly patrols, holiday light ef-
forts, senior group and many ac-

Signorile’s term ends as president; D’Angelo elected
tivities. 

“It’s been a good experience,” 
said Signorile of his time at MP-
CA’s helm. “I don’t regret any de-
cision I’ve made...I always felt that 
the community came fi rst.” 

Signorile said he was most proud 
of the expansion of the parade that 
occurred over the last four years, 
especially the addition of an hon-
ored educator from the community 
in each parade. 

He also is very proud of his suc-
cessful petitioning of the Generoso 
Pope Foundation for the establish-
ment of a scholarship for the pa-
rade’s Miss Columbus.  

He added that he was happy to 
get the ball rolling on a planned revi-
talization of Loreto Park during his 
tenure.

Signorile said he would like to see 
the park boast a new softball fi eld 
and, for the fi rst time, a soccer fi eld. 

Loreto Park had once been a place 
where seniors would sit outside late 
at night under the fi eld lights to 
watch a softball game while socializ-
ing, and he wants to bring that activ-
ity back. 

He also played a role in advancing 
the creation of a Morris Park Busi-
ness Improvement District, which 
grew in part out of his and other 
leaders’ frustrations over collecting 
money each year from merchants for 

the holiday lights. 
Signorile didn’t rule out a future 

run for the presidency of the MPCA, 
but for the moment, he remains the 
leader of the parade and simply a 
MPCA member. 

Signorile purchased a house in 
Morris Park in 1978. 

He raised three children, now 
grown, in the community: Laura, El-
ena and Vito. He was a longtime Van 
Nest Little League volunteer.  

It’s been a good 
experience. I don’t 

regreat any decision 
I’ve made...

I always felt that the 
community came 

fi rst.
Tony Signorile

PHOTO BY SILVIO J. PACIFICO

In January he retired from the 
U.S. Department of Labor, where he 
worked since 1975, he said.  

D’Angleo, the MPCA president 
as of Wednesday, June 25, who also 
severed as president immediately 
preceding Signorile, had some nice 
things to say about his colleague. 

“He did get things done,” said 
D’Angelo, adding that despite any 
differences of opinion, “No one 
worked harder.” 
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Fall Registrations 
Begins June 1st

Dancers on Brooklyn 
Nets team.

See why we are 
nominated #1 Dance 
Studio in the Bronx.

Regional & 
National Champions... 

Award-Winning 
Choreographers...

Director Stefanie 
Salaman awarded 

Business Woman of 
the Year 2014

5 Day Ballet Intensive 

June 19th- 23rd 

(Ages 8-11 and 12 & Over)

3 Day Technique Intensive 

June 26th–28th 

(Ages 8-11 and 12 & Over)

Join Us for our

15th year 
and receive a

FREE GIFT!

Call our studio to fi nd out how you can become a member of the 
Bronx Most Prestigious Competition Teams.

6 week Summer Programs
Starting

July 3rd - August 11th

All Boy Hip Hop Classes  

Audition for our Prestigious 

National Award Winning 

Competition Team 

(inquire for dates).

Classes offered in Pre-School Ballet, Ballet, Tap, Hip Hop, Improv, Street 

Jazz, Jazz, Dance Hall, Lyrical, Contemporary, Pointe, Musical Theater, 

Tumbling, Tumblebugs, Salsa, Latin Jazz, Adult Heels and Burlesque

1st studio to introduce 
Tumble Bugs for your 

future gymast...

Serving the Throggs Neck Community for over 14 years.

4037 E.Tremont Ave.,
Bronx, NY 10465

Multiple Class 
Discounts Offered

Family 
Discounts Available

718.822.2025 Now Registering for Summer
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“Look as beautiful as you are….”

FillersBotox

Offering
the latest in

Laser Hair Removal     

Botox   

Fillers 

Scleratherapy 

Skin Peel

Electrolysis

Hormone Replacement Therapy

hCG Weight Loss Program

Important Safety Information
What is KYBELLA®
KYBELLA® is a prescription medi-
cine used in adults to improve the 
appearance and profile of moderate 
to severe fat below the chin (submen-
tal fat), also called “double chin.” It 
is not known if KYBELLA® is safe 
and effective for use outside of the 
submental area and in children less 
than 18 years of age
Please see additional Important 
Safety Information inside.

Bothered by the 
fullness* beneath 

your chin?

Got Hair?
M E DIC A L  A E S TH E TIC S

3611A East Tremont Ave., Bronx, NY
347-281-5576

BY PATRICK ROCCHIO
Students at St. Frances de Chan-

tal School have played an important 
role in helping families of children 
stricken with illness. 

The school, in collaboration with 
the Ronald McDonald House, col-
lected a million beverage can tabs 
as part of the charity’s Pop Tab Pro-
gram.

The program required people to 
collect tabs from the tops of bev-
erage cans and bring them to the 
charity to recycle and to raise both 
awareness and money. 

Ronald McDonald House’s 
Greater Hudson Valley held a party 
for the school’s children to celebrate 
the milestone on Tuesday, June 6.

At the event, McDonald’s charac-
ter Ronald McDonald visited with 
the children and took pictures with 
each class. 

The million tabs, which were col-
lected from students since 2010 by 
fourth grade teacher Melissa Dean 
Minuto and her mother Terry Dean, 
a retired teacher at St. Frances, 
were donated to the charity, which 
sells the metal. 

The charity houses families of 
children at no charge who are un-
dergoing medical treatment over 40 
miles from their home. 

The party is not the first reward 
the children have received for col-
lecting the commonplace household 
item, said Minuto.  

“Every year, I give the class that 
raises the most tabs a party,” said 
Minuto at the event. “We were wait-
ing for this million and now we 
have finally reached it.” 

Minuto said she has also pur-
chased gift cards for the individual 
child that collected the most tabs in 

a school year.
The teacher said she first be-

gan collecting tabs for the charity 
in 1999, when she was a student at 
Preston High School and one of the 
school’s families stayed at a Ronald 
McDonald House in Philadelphia.

Her mom Terry Dean took part 
in that beverage can tab drive and 
others before embarking on this on-
going one at St. Frances with her 
daughter over the past seven years. 

She said that she used to incor-
porate counting tabs as part of a 
math lesson for the children in her 
second grade class, adding that the 
youngsters also learn about shar-
ing, caring and helping others. 

“I would tell them all about the 
Ronald McDonald House, and how 
their children were sick and the par-
ents would get to stay in the Ronald 
McDonald House,” said Dean.  

The can tabs are something the 
children can ask their families 
for easily, and it does not cost any 
money, said Minuto. 

“It is just something that they 
have at home,” said Minuto, add-
ing “They can be proud to come to 
school with the next day.” 

The money from the sale of the 
metal may amount to one or two 
thousand extra dollars for the char-
ity, but far more important is the 
awareness it raises, said Terence 
Hughes, executive director of Ron-
ald McDonald House Greater Hud-
son Valley. 

It may also encourage the chil-
dren in future philanthropic en-
deavors as they mature, said Hughes 
at the school party.

“It may plant a seed in their 
head,” said Hughes, adding “we 
never know, we may have a philan-

St. Frances students 
rewarded for ‘can tab’ gift

(l-r) Terry Dean, former teacher; Melissa Dean Minuto, fourth grade teacher; Ronald McDon-
ald; Grace Lucie, St. Frances de Chantal principal; Donna Todino, school secretary during a 
school assembly on Tuesday, June 6. Community News Group / Patrick Rocchio
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LOSE 20–40 lb.
IN THE NEXT 40 DAYS

Lose weight and start looking and 
feeling as beautiful as you are...

DROP 20-40 POUNDS IN 40 DAYS

NO EXERCISE NECESSARY

MINIMAL OR NO CRAVINGS

MININMAL OR NO HUNGER

BURNS FAT

TARGETS BELLY, BUTT, HIPS, THIGHS

DOCTOR SUPERVISED FOR SAFETY & RESULTS

Dr. Albert 

Graziosa has 

been certified 

with the fresh 

start hCG diet 

and has led 

many patients 

to live more 

happy and 

healthy lives.

VISIT US AT 

GOTHAIRLLC.COM

BECAUSE OF OUR 
TECHNOLOGY

“Weight Loss 
Has Changed 
My Life”
Ask yourself how 

would you like to lose 

30 or more pounds, 

have more energy, 

feel great, feel sexy, 

decrease your risks 

of diabetes and heart 

disease and regain 

your health all in next 

40 days.

GET STARTED NOW!

10% OFF 
OUR CLEAN START 

PROGRAM

M E DIC A L  A E S TH E TIC S

Got Hair? llc
3611A East Tremont Avenue  Bronx, NY 

347-281-5576

B
E

FO
R

E
A

FT
E

R

GET READY FOR SPRING WITH OUR 
CLEAN START WEIGHT LOSS PROGRAM
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BY STEVEN GOODSTEIN
Thanks to a city-wide initia-

tive, renovations have begun at 
a Mott Haven park.

On Tuesday, May 23, a 
ground breaking ceremony of-
fi cially marked the start of the 
renovation process for Ranaqua 
Park.

The new design of Ranaqua 
Park includes play equipment for 
children (ages 2-12), swings, new 
lighting, a new seating area, spray 
showers; drinking fountains, 
game tables and a bike rack. The 
synthetic turf fi eld, along with 
the playground area, will be com-
pletely reconstructed.

“We (Community Board 1) 
are very pleased that the Parks 
Department is moving forward 
with this initiative,” said Ce-
dric Loftin, the board’s district 
manager. “We’re glad that all of 
the residents of this neighbor-
hood will be able to utilize this 
park in its magnifi cent scope.”

The groundbreaking cere-
mony was also attended by NYC 
Parks  Commissioner Mitch-
ell Silver, Deputy Mayor Ali-
cia Glen, Council Speaker Me-
lissa Mark-Viverito, as well as 
second graders from the the 
nearby Mott Haven Academy 
Charter School.

Ceremony marks renovation work at Ranaqua Park
“The improvements of this 

park will have an enormously 
positive impact on the commu-
nity as a whole,” said Mary Bell-
ini, Mott Haven Academy Char-
ter School’s director of external 
affairs. “I think it will be a big 
boost for our students and I hope 
it will be a symbol of leadership 
for this neighborhood.”

Bellini, who explained that 
the school will be adding a mid-
dle school grade each year for 
the next three years, beginning 
his fall, said that the renova-
tion will greatly benefi t the stu-
dents, as the school, located a 
block away on 170 Brown Place, 
will continue to use the park on 
a regular basis when construc-
tion is completed.

The renovation of Ranaqua 
Park, located on East 136th 
Street between Willis Avenue 
and Brown Place, is part of 
the Community Parks Initia-
tive, which was launched in fall 
2014 and is currently investing 
$318 million in capital dollars 
through 2019 to renovate more 
than 60 NYC parks that are in 
need of signifi cant improve-
ments.

The initiative targets in-
vestments in parks located in 
densely populated and growing 

neighborhoods where concen-
trations of poverty are higher 
than average.

Ranaqua Park received a to-
tal of $3.5 million in Commu-
nity Parks Initiative funding.

Along with Ranaqua Park, 

other Community Parks Initia-
tive park sites in the Bronx in-
clude Black Rock Playground, 
Hunts Point Playground, Little 
Claremont Park, Longfellow 
Garden, Lyons Square Play-
ground, Melrose Commons 

Site 32, Ogden Plimpton Play-
ground, Playground 52, Saw 
Mill Playground, Seabury Park 
and Walton Park.

The park’s renovation is ex-
pected to be completed by De-
cember.

Construction has begun at Ranaqua Park. Photo courtesy of Malcolm Pinckney, NYC Parks
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#1 Studio For The Past 36 Years!
REGIONAL AND NATIONAL DANCE CHAMPIONS!

www.fancyfeet.com
Monday–Friday, 3:00–9:00pm

Saturday, 9:00–6:00pm

Unionport Road
1306 Unionport RD

Castle Hill
Parkchester Area

347-691-3443

Crosby Avenue
1628 Crosby Avenue

Bronx, NY 10461
718-824-1981

Allerton Avenue
1295 Allerton Avenue

Bronx, NY 10469
718-405-5136

CLASSES IN: NATIONAL DANCE CHAMPION COMPETITION TEAM!
WE’RE #1 WITH MOMS!

ABT, MTV, 
Broadway and Dance Companies

Only

Get social!

VISIT US AT 
ONE OF OUR 
3 LOCATIONS

Nobody Does it Like Fancy Feet!

Register online at

www.fancyfeet.com
It’s quick and easy!

VOTED
Best Bronx Dance Studio

 2016

NOW REGISTERING FOR OUR SUMMER PERFORMING 
ARTS DAY CAMP AND SUMMER CLASSES

I SHOULD HAVE THE RIGHT  
 to rent an available apartment, without being told it’s not available to me.ent atoo r o meble t

YOU DO HAVE THE RIGHT. If you feel you’ve been a victim of discrimination 
based on your race or color, we can help. 

TM

Commission on
Human Rights
Carmelyn P. Malalis,
Chair/Commissioner

Office of 
the Mayor

Call 718-722-3131 to speak with a NYC Commission on Human Rights  
representative or report it at NYC.gov/HumanRights

#YouHaveRightsNYC
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THE NEW SOUND OF
BROOKLYN

The Community News Group is 
proud to introduce BROOKLYN 
PAPER RADIO. Join Brooklyn 
Paper Editor-in-Chief Vince 
DiMiceli and the New York Daily 
News’ Gersh Kuntz man every 
Tuesday at 2:00 for an hour of 
talk on topics Brooklynites hold 
dear.

Each show will feature in-
studio guests and call-out 
segments, and can be listened 
to live or played anytime at your 
convenience.

SPONSORED BY

GERSH KUNTZMANVINCE DIMICELI

WITH

JOSEPH 
LICHTER, 

D.D.S.

LISTEN EVERY TUESDAY AT 2:00PM ON  
BrooklynPaper.com/radio

POT of GOLD
Sherbee Antiques is a family-owned business that has been 

serving the tri-state area for over 60 years. 
We buy from the full contents of homes and estates 

to single items. We specialize in high-end goods such as 
antiques, art, fi ne porcelain, lighting, bronzes and sculptures. 

We have particular interest in fi ne jewelry, timepieces, 
diamonds, gold and silver. 

If you call we will come to you, free of charge, and evaluate 
what you are selling. We know the value of your possessions 
and are willing to pay top dollar on the spot. Please feel free 
to call seven days a week for a free same day consultation.

You may be sitting on a large fortune. 
Call Sherbee Antiques. They’ll tell you how much.

CALL TODAY 917-748-7622 OR 718-762-7448 
You’ll be glad you did.

Sherbee  Antiques
Est. 1940

In celebration of World En-
vironment Day, approximately 
200 AB InBev and Anheuser-
Busch New York employees 
joined state and local elected 
offi cials for a river and land 
cleanup at Ferry Point Park.

Volunteers from River Net-
work, Living Lands and Wa-
ters, and the City Parks Foun-
dation joined in the event with 
AB InBev and Anheuser-Busch 
employees getting their hands 
dirty cleaning up the park 
and the East River which runs 
alongside it.

Ferry Point Park was one 
of more than 20 watershed pro-
tection projects that Anheuser-
Busch hosted across the coun-
try for World Environment Day. 
This marks the eighth year that 
Anheuser-Busch has hosted 
World Environment Day Com-
munity Events in partnership 
with the River Network and 
local organizations from coast 
to coast. To date, nearly 10,000 
Anheuser-Busch employees 
and community members have 
participated in more than 130 
watershed protection cleanups 
and activities. 

     Joao Castro Neves, zone 
president and CEO North 

100s of Anheuser-Busch employees tackle Ferry Point Pk.

America, Anheuser-Busch 
said,“New York is a special 
place for us. We’ve called the 
Bronx home for nearly 30 
years, and our New York fa-
cilities are leading the way in 
environmental responsibility. 
Today continues our tradition 
of bringing partners and com-
munities together to give back 
to the communities we call 
home.”

“Growing up in the Bronx, 
you understand the value of 
hard work and the importance 

of giving back to the commu-
nity. To the folks getting their 
hands dirty today, your work 
will benefi t everyone who 
comes to visit this park. I want 
to thank Anheuser-Busch for 
their role as a great commu-
nity partner and supporter of 
the Bronx,” said Councilman 
Rafael Salamanca.

“I want to thank the folks at 
Anheuser-Busch for their com-
mitment as a strong commu-
nity partner in the Bronx. The 
work here today is a powerful 

example of how working to-
gether we can take care of our 
planet and empower our com-
munity,” said Borough Presi-
dent Ruben Diaz Jr.

“As a lifelong resident of 
the Bronx, I appreciate all of 
the hard work that Anheuser-
Busch is doing to clean up 
Ferry Point Park,” said Sena-
tor Jeff Klein.

     “The Ferry Point Park 
cleanup is an example of the 
good that comes from commu-
nity partners coming together 

to better our neighborhoods, 
our state, and our planet,” said 
Assemblyman Marcos A. Cre-
spo.

“I want to thank Anheuser-
Busch for organizing this great 
event at Ferry Point Park for 
World Environment Day. To-
day’s cleanup is just one ex-
ample of how we can work to-
gether with companies and 
local organizations to take care 
of our green spaces and better 
the lives of Bronxites,” said As-
semblyman Mark Gjonaj.

Volunteers from AB InBev and Anheuser-Busch New York employees joined elected offi cials for a river and land cleanup of Ferry Point Park.
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Devoted friends hosted a fundraiser for a beloved family man who unexpectedly passed away. A fundraiser was held in honor of the late Steven Caputo on Wednesday, May 31 at 
Villa Barone Manor to help cover housing expenses and school tuition for his family. Caputo, 49, died suddenly on Friday, May 12 from a heart attack after he fi nished dancing with 
one of his daughters at her Sweet 16 party.

Fundraiser Honors Beloved Family Man Steven Caputo

Fr. Norton (front, c), is surrounded by fundraiser sponsors, friends and family. Sponsors included (back row, l-r) Tom Poli, Mike Barrett from Barino’s Market; Tommy Melendez from 
Master Graphics; and Michael Poli, from Electric Paradise. On the right of Fr. Norton is Vincent Caputo, Tommy Messina and Luigi Carrini from Styles by Luigi. 
 Photo by Silvio Pacifi co 

Fr. Stephen Norton (3rd from l), St. Benedict’s Church pastor; Vin-
cent Caputo (3rd from r) with his cousins, Mark Syracusa (2nd from 
r) and Robert Orrico (r) with life long friends, Michael  Bernard (2nd 
from l) and his son, Christopher. Photo by Silvio Pacifi co

(l-r) The evening’s entertainment was provided by Freddie Lando, 
Teri Lamar and Bobby Flowers. Tom Poli (r) is one of the fundrais-
er’s principal sponsors. Photo by Silvio Pacifi co

(l-r) Community Board 11’s David Leavitt, secretary; Frano Zagreda, 
sergeant at arms and Anthony Vitaliano, chairman, attended the 
fundraiser. Photo by Silvio Pacifi co

Vincent Caputo (c) with life long friends, Michael (l) and Christopher Bernard. Photo by Silvio Pacifi co

Vincent Caputo remembered his father 
by offering a toast to his memory. 
 Photo by Silvio Pacifi co
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Cop of the Month honoree police offi cer Chittum (r) proudly accepted his award from captain Carlos Ghonz (l), 
45th Precinct commanding offi cer and Bob Bieder, 45th Precinct Community Council president. 
 Photo by Silvio Pacifi co

The 45th Precinct and 45th Precinct Community Council named police offi cer Melvin Chittum as Cop of the 
Month at the council’s monthly meeting on Thursday, June 1 at the precinct house.

PO CHITTUM NAMED COP OF THE MONTH

Councilman Cabrera (c) helped local youth fi nd their ideal bike helmets. 
 Photo courtesy of Councilman Fernando Cabrera’s Offi ce

Councilman Fernando Cabrera hosted his third annual free bike helmet 
fi tting and giveaway on Thursday, June 1 at I.S. 117X.

CABRERA HOSTS FREE BIKE 
HELMET GIVEAWAY

Andrew Laiosa (l) and Anthony Perez were excited to embark on CB 7’s 
district-wide bus tour. Photo by Silvio Pacifi co

Community Board 7 gave a bus tour of its district on Saturday, June 
3. This year’s tour highlighted the board’s achievements and projects 
within its district including the Williamsbridge Oval Recreation Center, 
Serviam Gardens and Croton Filtration Plant among many other stops 
throughout the day.

COMMUNITY BOARD 7
PROVIDES BUS TOUR

Medical experts will provide vital healthy eating habits and health education for Bronxites. 
 Photo courtesy of Healthfi rst

Healthfi rst will celebrate the launch of its annual Health and Wellness Expo on Saturday, June 17 from 11 a.m. to 
6 p.m. at the Claremont Healthy Village. Healthfi rst will begin the expo with a town hall from 8 a.m. to noon. at 
the Charles Drew School featuring a panel discussion moderated by Dr. Susan Beane, Healthfi rst vice president 
and medical director. For more information, visit www.healthfi rst.org.

HEALTHFIRST LAUNCHES WELLNESS EXPO
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Frank James Menillo was born on Feb-
ruary 19th, 1926 the son of Italian immi-
grants, Josephina and Saverio who came 
to America to fi nd hope and opportunity.  
He died on Memorial Day, 2017 at the 
age of 91- befi tting a WWII veteran.

Frank, Frankie, Cheech, Frankie Marlo 
…however you knew him, was a man of 
many talents.  His beautiful voice fi lled 
the room at every family event with rendi-
tions of “My Way” and “All of Me”.   In 
the church he loved, Our Lady of The 
Assumption,he graced us with “Ave Ma-
ria” and “The Lord’s Prayer”.  His nimble 
fi ngers created architectural renderings 
for some of the most advanced hospitals 
in our region, as well as designed the 
reconstruction of so many of our family 
homes.

But whether architect, or singer, 
Frank’s greatest gift was his love for his 
family.  He married Paulina in 1951 and 
began a 66 year journey with 4 children 
and 7 grandchildren to carry on his leg-
acy.  Frank believed that education was 
the key to success and while unable to 
attend college due to a tour in WWII, he 
made certain that his children had every 
opportunity to attend the best schools 
and to achieve their highest goals.  If you 
were to sum Frank up into one word, it 
would be “fi ghter”. Frank believed nothing 
should get you down.  He believed every 
challenge he faced was a test of faith and 
spirit.

Frank drew strength from the people 
around him, especially his family.  He felt 
like the luckiest man on earth being mar-
ried to the love of his life and surrounded 
by family.  He leaves behind his wife 
Paulina, his children Steven and Alice, 
Gregory and Kate, Karen and Francine; 
his grandchildren, Gregory& Amelia, 
Daniella, Nicholas& Jeanette, Joanna, Al-
exandra, Nicole and Victoria; his siblings, 
Bob, Ann, Gloria; his nieces and neph-
ews whom he treated like his children, 
and his many dear friends.He was prede-
ceased by his beloved son-in-law Doug 
and his loving sister Joan.

FRANK JAMES MENILLO
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SIRECI 
Family Dental
Your Neighborhood Dentist Since 1983

C A R I N G    A F F O R D A B L E    P A I N L E S S

FREE 
CONSULTATIONS

COME VISIT US 
IN OUR NEW 

MODERN OFFICE

2861 BRUCKNER BLVD.  |  718-829-0455

GENERAL DENTISTRY  
SPECIALTY CARE

GEORGE’S RESTAURANT
Corner of Westchester Avenue & Crosby Avenue

SERVING THE FINEST FOOD FOR OVER 48 YEARS
NOW SERVING WHOLE WHEAT PASTA

WE NOW DELIVER TO PELHAM BAY,
THROGS NECK & COUNTRY CLUB!

$10 Minimum For Delivery - Delivery Hours 11am-9pm

LET US CATER YOUR NEXT EVENT - CURBSIDE PICK-UP!

SAUTE´ AND
PASTA DISHES

COME AND ENJOY OUR 
NEW SAUTE MENU!

SERVED
MONDAY - SATURDAY

FROM 4PM-9PM

EARLY BIRD

DINNER
SPECIALS

$9.95

SUNDAY - THURSDAY
3pm - 6pm

YOUR NEXT DELIVERY OF 

$20 OR MORE

$300
OFF

GEORGE’S SPECIAL

Must Mention Coupon Offer While Ordering 
To Receive Discount And Present Upon Food 
Receipt. Not To Be Combined With Any Other 
Offer. Exp. 06/30/2017

This is an age when many 
stores look the same and 
merchandise is afraid to be 
unique. Companies continue 
to cut back on personal ser-
vice and try to reduce costs. 
And stores are closing around 
the country. 

Not so at Portabella. Por-
tabella has stuck to its roots. 
Runway fashions, the cur-
rent trends, and at least 60 
percent off designer prices 
everyday.  Plus, individual 
service for every customer 
who enters the stores. Cus-
tomers are number 1. Each is 
treated with special attention 
by the trained customer ser-
vice team. 

A recent Portabella cus-
tomer was overheard saying 
to a cashier, “I always get my 
suits at Portabella. You have 
what I want at a great price, 
great personal service and 
the alterations are ready in 
15 minutes” Portabella has 
customizing tailor shops in 
almost every location and in 
most cases offers 24-hour al-
teration service. 

The Portabella business 
is also changing. New deliv-
eries now come weekly, and 
there is a new focus on special 
event group sales. The great 
values and new fashion have 
made Portabella a headquar-
ters for weddings, proms, 
sweet 16s, quincinearas, and 
other special events. It prides 
itself on  making it more af-
fordable to buy pieces than 
to rent, as well as providing 
a better selection of the cur-
rent trend.

The multi-cultural buying 
team at Portabella uses trends 
from all over the world. They 
combine their expertise and 
different points of view to de-
velop a selection that gives at-
tention to each store location 
and market. 

Portabella now operates 
more than 40 stores in New 
York, New Jersey and Penn-
sylvania under the Portabella, 
Fino and Quails names. And 
shop online at Portabellaon-
line.com.

B U S I N E S S ,  B R O O K LY N  S T Y L E  –  A D V E R T I S E M E N T

Portabella takes styling for any event personally
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Open 7 Days 11 AM – 4 PM AM Til 3 PM PM

PM PM

AM Til 4 PM

SOUP OR SALAD, PRIME RIB POTATO, 
VEGETABLES & DESSERT

$1995

PRIME RIB TUESDAYS

Throggs Neck Clipper
Home of Good Food & Strong Drinks

A place where strangers are not strangers ... but friends who have yet to meet!

SERVED ON SIZZLING PLATTER

HOUSE SPECIAL

BEST STEAK
IN THE NECK!

HAPPY
  Fathers
         DAY
JOIN US FATHER’S DAY 

JUNE 18TH
MAKE YOUR RESERVATION NOW
SERVING FATHER’S DAY BRUNCH FROM 11AM - 2PM (REGULAR MENU ALSO AVAILABLE)

FREE
WI-FI

DAILY

LUNCH & DINNER 

SPECIALS FAXED 

ON REQUEST

MONDAY NIGHT
WING NIGHT

AT THE BAR
8PM TIL 10PM

(2 DRINK MINIMUM)

SUNDAY BRUNCH
11AM–3PM

Includes Traditional Irish
Breakfast & Complimentary
Mimosa or Bloody Mary or

Glass of Beer

$7 BAR LUNCHES
$2 DOMESTIC PINTS

EARLY BIRD DINNER

$1495

Monday–Thursday
4PM–6PM

Includes Soup or Salad
 Entree, OT/VEG & Dessert

COMING
JUNE 24TH

DISCO NIGHT W/
BOBBY FLOWERS
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The Throggs Neck Merchants Association transformed East Tremont Avenue into a spring spectacular at its ninth 
annual Throggs Neck Street Fair on Saturday, June 3. The streets were fi lled to the brim with excitement as resi-
dents enjoyed arts and crafts, live music from Just Nuts Music School students, face painting, hitching a ride on a 
trolley replica and other fun activities for the whole family.

Throggs Neck Merchant Street Fair

(back, l-r) TNMA’s Patrick Caruso, govern-
ment liaison; Geri Colon, event co-chair-
woman; Stephen Kaufman, legal counsel; 
Assemblyman Mark Gjonaj and Victor Sa-
batini of Just Nuts Party Band fame with 
Just Nuts Music School students (front, l-r) 
Alejandro Estallna, Darryl Hayes and Taso 
Kasimis. Photo by Silvio Pacifi co

Artist Sandy Lusk (l) gave Lorraine Acosta an 
out-of-this-world face paint design. 
 Photo by Silvio Pacifi co

Evelyn (l) and Jasmine Pacheco learned basic 
pottery at the Bronx Children’s Museum table.
 Photo by Silvio Pacifi co

(l-r) Jessica Spinelli and Kathy Andreadis from Audiology Hearing Health with Hussien Nouri, TNMA 
technology director and Sara Bonizio from Metro Optics. Photo by Silvio Pacifi co

Sophia Suce sold a fi ne assortment of coffee and tea at the fair. 
 Photo by Silvio Pacifi co
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The Wicked Wolf
Restaurant & Bar

4029 East Tremont A 0

The Wicked Wolf

FOR
FATHER’S DAY

SUNDAY JUNE 18th

11:30 pm - 2:30 pm
Fresh Fruits, Freshly Baked Croissants

Bagels, Muffi ns, Danish and Rolls
Scrambled Eggs, Eggs Benedict, Bacon 

Irish Sausage and Homefries
Pancakes, French Toast, Quiches

Penne Ala Vodka
Tossed & Ceasar Salad

Chicken Stir Fry, Chicken Francese
Carving Roast

and Desserts Served with
Bloody Marys or Mimosas

TREAT DAD TO THE

BEST SUNDAY BRUNCH
IN TOWN!

“Home of the Best Black Angus Steaks “
16oz Shell ~ 18oz Ribeye ~ and ~ 12oz.Filet Mignon

$23
PER PERSON

BRUNCH

Book Your Party With Us....
y y

Make your reservations early. Chefck out our New Menu On-Line at:
www.wickedwolfny.com

SERVING REGULAR DINNER
MENU FROM 3PM TO 10PM

Friday & Saturday Night

DJ Music

Karaoke 
On Sunday
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The Bronx Chamber of Commerce 
and McHale Energy invite you to attend 
a free presentation: “A Business Case for 
LED Lighting - Why Now!” on Tuesday, 
June 20, from 5 to 7 p.m., at the Hutch 
Metro Conference Center at the Hutchin-
son Metro Center, 1200 Waters Place.

This McHale Energy/Independence 
LED Commercial LED Lighting presentation 
focuses on actionable intelligence for New 
York City property owners and operators. 
Learn about the most cost-effective paths 
for: Energy Reduction, Smart Controls, 
Utility Rebates, and the New Buy American 
and Hire American Executive Order. Plus, 
learn Why Now? The presentation will ad-
dress how to Navigate Complexity, Where 
to Start, Sample Savings Scenarios, and 
State of the Art Technology from the indus-
try expert that has been a pioneer in LEDs 
and over 50 NYC property retrofi ts.

The presentation will be conducted by 
Charlie Szoradi, founder of Independence 
LED Lighting -- the fi rst authentic U.S. 
manufacturer of high-effi ciency LED fi x-
tures and a lighting solutions provider with 
comprehensive support services for prop-
erty owners and managers. Szoradi brings 
multiple decades of hands-on experience 
to sustainability and cost-savings for ret-
rofi ts and new construction. He focuses 
on high performance architecture, and, in 
the early 1990s, he wrote his Masters of 
Architecture thesis on Energy Intelligence 
– “Eco-Humanism.” Szoradi is a graduate 
of the University of Virginia, and he earned 
his Masters from the University of Pennsyl-
vania.

Bring business cards. Shake hands. 
Share ideas. Meet your business peers. 

McHale Energy is an Energy Solutions 
Company with over two decades of experi-
ence servicing a wide variety of clients in-
volved in virtually every sector of every type 
of industry. Knowledge is power and clients 
rely on McHale Energy for insight, solu-
tions and top-tier execution in energy mar-
kets that are experiencing unprecedented 
change. Energy consulting takes experi-
ence and we bring in the expertise as nec-
essary from our strategic partners. McHale 
Energy has built its reputation as one of 
the preeminent energy consulting fi rms 
through its extensive knowledge of energy 
markets and its dedication to exceeding cli-
ent expectations. Think of McHale Energy 
as your outsource Chief Energy Offi cer, 
with a primary focus on performance

Visit www.bronxchamber.org for infor-
mation on the next networking events as 
well as other Bronx Chamber of Commerce 
events in your area. Additional information 
at (718) 828-3900.

* * *
Reach Out and Read of Greater New 

York announced that Faye Kokotos, M.D., 
attending pediatrician at the Family Care 
Center and assistant professor of Pediat-
rics, Division of Academic General Pediat-
rics, Children’s Hospital at Montefi ore/
Albert Einstein College of Medicine, 
will be honored with the organization’s Lit-
eracy Champion Award. Dr. Kokotos is the 
Reach Out and Read medical director and 
program coordinator at FCC, which is part 
of Montefi ore Medical Group’s network 
of multispecialty practices, located in the 
Bronx, New York. Additionally, Rosemary 

Wells, prolifi c children’s book author and 
illustrator, and creator of the Max & Ruby 
series, will receive the Mills Tannenbaum 
Award for Children’s Literacy.

 The annual Literacy Champion Award 
is given to leaders in the Reach Out and 
Read community who go above and be-
yond to promote literacy to children in 
need. Montefi ore’s Dr. Kokotos has been 
the leader of the Reach Out and Read pro-
gram at the hospital since 2008 and is re-
sponsible for both the administration and 
running of the program. Dr. Kokotos trains 
fellow pediatricians, resident physicians, 
medical students and local volunteers to 
implement the Read Out and Read pro-
gram, raises funds to maintain the program 
and even orders, stocks and distributes 
books herself to the various practices. Her 
hard work has led to a truly literacy-rich en-
vironment at Montefi ore.

The annual Mills Tannenbaum Award 
for Children’s Literacy, fi rst presented in 
2013 by Helen Mills and Gary Tannen-
baum, is given to a children’s book author 
or illustrator who is dedicated to promoting 
a lifelong love of reading in young children. 
Ms. Wells’ career as an author and illustra-
tor spans more than thirty years and 120 
books. She is well known for the ever-pop-
ular Max & Ruby series, including Max & 
Ruby’s Bedtime Book and Max & Ruby’s 
Treasure Hunt, which relays the every-
day adventures of siblings Max and Ruby. 
She has also created Read to Your Bunny 
(Scholastic), Hand in Hand (Henry Holt and 
Co.), Noisy Nora (Viking Books for Young 
Readers) and Yoko (Disney-Hyperion), 
among countless others. A grandmother of 
fi ve, Ms. Wells is passionate about the im-
portance of reading aloud to young children 
and regularly travels the country to speak 
on the topic. You can learn more about her 
work at www.rosemarywells.com.

* * *
Weekend Events at the New York Bo-

tanical Garden, Bronx River Parkway (Exit 
7W) at Fordham Road:

Summer Concert Series: JAZZ & CHI-
HULY: The French Connection: Friday, 
June 16; 6:30 to 10:30 p.m.: Drawing from 
Catskill Jazz Factory’s sold-out The French 
Connection series, this world premiere 
takes audiences on a journey from the en-
ergy of European swing through the won-
ders of French mélodie and chanson.

Traveling across four decades of 
Franco-American music, swing to the hot 
jazz rhythms of Django Reinhardt to the 
playful melodies of French chanson. The 
ensemble pulls infl uences from traditional 
folk to Debussy, Ellington, and Porter, to 
the enchanting French Songbook, from 
Edith Piaf to Jacques Brel to Serge Gains-
bourg.

Tickets are available at nybg.org/tick-
ets. non-member $45, member $40. Sum-
mer Concert Series pass including all three 
concerts: non-member $120, member 
$105.

 Summer Solstice Celebration: Satur-
day, June 17; 10 a.m. to 5 p.m.: Ring in the 
start of summer with NYBG’s Solstice Cel-
ebration. Visitors can enjoy morning yoga 
and a kid-friendly music-fi lled yoga ses-
sion. Afterward, visitors can view CHIHULY 
and live glass fi re working in the Conserva-
tory Plaza.

 Yoga to the People: Saturday, June 
17; 9:30 to 10:30 a.m.: Gather on the Con-
servatory Lawn for an early morning yoga 
session with this unique yoga studio that 
captures the essence of yoga, available to 
everyone.

 Yoga-Rama for Kids & Families: Sat-
urday, June 17; 11 a.m. to noon: Kids and 
families are invited to a fun yoga session of 
movement and music led by Bari Koral and 
her Yoga-Rama band.

 Special Reading by Young Poets: Sat-
urday, June 17; noon to 1 p.m.: Winners of 
the Chihuly Poetry Walk Contest gather 
from across New York City to share their 
winning poems in an engaging hour hosted 
by Jacqueline Woodson, author of Brown 
Girl Dreaming and many other award-win-
ning children’s books.

 Flame Work Demonstrations: Satur-
day, June 17; 1 to 4 p.m.: Conservatory 
Plaza and Visitor Center

 Live Music & Lawn Games: Saturday, 
June 17; noon to 5 p.m.: Conservatory 
Lawn

CHIHULY: Through October 29: Art-
works by world-renowned artist Dale Chi-
huly will be on view at NYBG in his fi rst ma-
jor garden exhibition in New York in more 
than ten years. CHIHULY, presented by 
Bank of America, will showcase approxi-
mately 20 installations and include draw-
ings and early works that reveal the evolu-
tion and development of Chihuly’s artistic 
process during his celebrated career. Set 
within NYBG’s landmark landscape and 
buildings, this sensory-fi lled exhibition is 
a must-see throughout the changing sea-
sons from spring through fall.

 The garden’s dramatic vistas become 
living canvases for work created specifi -
cally for NYBG, showcasing Chihuly’s sig-
nature organic shapes in brilliant colors. 
Among the singular sights, a new monu-
mental work inspired by his storied 1975 
Artpark installation will enliven the water 
features of the Native Plant Garden and the 
Enid A. Haupt Conservatory Courtyard’s 
Tropical Pool, refl ecting the interplay and 
movement of color and light.

 CHIHULY Nights: Saturday, June 17; 
6:30 to 10:30 p.m.: On CHIHULY Nights, 
the exhibition is spectacularly illuminated 
amid NYBG’s sweeping vistas and mag-
nifi cent Conservatory. After sunset, visi-
tors can experience the luminous quality 
of Dale Chihuly’s colors and forms when lit 
under the evening sky. In the Visitor Center 
plaza, a rotating lineup of performing art-
ists and musicians provides entertainment 
while you relax and enjoy shopping, food, 
and Avión Tequila cocktails available for 
purchase.

 Film Screenings: Chihuly Short Cuts
Saturday, June 17 & Sunday, June 18; 

10 a.m.–5 p.m.
Short fi lms offer an intimate look at Dale 

Chihuly’s creative process, revisiting ear-
lier themes and exploring new ideas that 
inspire the continued evolution of his work.

 IN ROSS GALLERY: What in the World 
is a Herbarium? Through October 29: With 
more than 7.8 million preserved speci-
mens, the William and Lynda Steere Her-
barium is the largest herbarium in the West-
ern Hemisphere. This exhibition celebrates 
the Steere Herbarium as the centerpiece of 
the Garden’s botanical research program, 

and a priceless resource for scholars from 
around the world. Through this exhibition, 
learn how Garden scientists are working to 
study and save the plants of the world.

 Nature’s Sculptures: Friday, June 16 to 
Sunday, June 18: 10 a.m. to 5:30 p.m.: Us-
ing Chihuly’s glass sculptures as a founda-
tion, kids will explore the shapes and colors 
of plants in the Garden. They will fi nd in-
spiration in the vivid colors and patterns of 
nature throughout the Garden’s landscape, 
and craft a habitat to house their own air 
plant.

Dig! Plant! Grow! Scent-sational Herbs: 
Saturday, June 17 and Sunday, June 18: 
1:30 to 5:30 p.m.: Enjoy the Family Garden’s 
herbal delights and learn more about the 
sweet and savory herbs growing through-
out NYBG’s summer garden. Smell, touch, 
and explore how herbs are used in all parts 
of our daily lives. Kids can pot up their own 
herb plant to tend to at home.

Bronx Food & Farms Walking Tour: 
Crotona/Belmont Community Gardens 
Tour: Saturday, June 17: 10 a.m. to 2:30 
p.m.: The Crotona/Belmont neighborhood 
is home to a very diverse group of farmers 
and entrepreneurs. Visit Garden of Happi-
ness, one of the oldest community gardens 
in the Bronx, for a tour of their longstand-
ing casita, greenhouse, and chicken coop. 
Next, have lunch in the newly renovated 
Garden of Youth, a garden dedicated to 
providing agricultural learning opportuni-
ties for children and youth. Finally, the tour 
will visit Mapes Avenue Community Gar-
den for a gardening activity.

Tickets are $15 by cash or check made 
payable to La Familia Verde.

Tour includes a healthy lunch catered by 
Bronx-based B .Blossom. To reserve your 
space, fi ll out this form or call 718.817.8026. 
Credit card payment accepted at ilovethe-
bronx.com

Meet the tour guide at 10 a.m. at West-
Farms Square and East Tremont Avenue 
(right beneath the West Farms Square 
train stop off the 2 and 5 train). Tour leaves 
promptly at 10:30 a.m. Returns at 2:30 
p.m.

 Bird Walk: Saturday, June 17; 11 a.m.: 
Collect data on resident bird populations 
and migratory species that help to assess 
the health of bird populations and to guide 
conservation action. Meet at the Refl ecting 
Pool at the Leon Levy Visitor Center.

 For more information, call (718) 
817.8700 or visit nybg.org.

* * *
The Fourth Annual NYC Neighbor-

hood Library Awards, honoring the city’s 
exceptional public libraries, announced the 
ten finalists that are poised to win a $20,000 
prize. The finalists from the Bronx are the Al-
lerton Library, Edenwald Library and Hunts 
Point Library.

Known as the ‘Oscars of Libraries,’ the 
award recognizes and rewards public librar-
ies for being irreplaceable pillars of their 
communities, offering a welcoming and safe 
environment, and free programs and services 
– all while on a tight budget. The awards, an 
initiative of the Stavros Niarchos Foundation 
and the Charles H. Revson Foundation, will 
culminate in an announcement of the winners 
in October. A panel of judges will select the 
top five winners for a $20,000 prize and the 
remaining finalists will receive $10,000.

• Annual Literacy Champion Award

• New York Botanical Garden Upcoming Events

• Fourth Annual NYC Neighborhood Library Awards

Bronx Chamber of Commerce/McHale Energy presentation
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PER CRUCEM AD LUCEM Registration For The Class Of 2021
Is Open Through June 2017

said. “So I have my fi ngers crossed that 
it will happen in the next month, but I’m 
not involved in the day-to-day conversa-
tion so I don’t know when, exactly, it will 
happen.”

Councilman Fernando Cabrera also 
said he hoped to see work on the project 
begin soon, and urged the state to take 
action.  

 “The armory is a very important as-
set that needs to be repurposed to serve 
the community’s best interest,” Cabrera 
said. “I look forward to advancing this 
project to maximum productivity.”

Assemblyman Jeffrey Dinowitz has 
also been a vocal supporter of the project, 
and has called on the city to expedite the 
project.  

Calls to the assemblyman for com-
ment were not returned by press time. 

Governor Cuomo approved $108 mil-
lion for the $350 million project in the 
state budget in January. 

That funding would go towards phase 
1 of the project’s construction, according 
to an Empire State Development spokes-
man.

The project, approved while Michael 
Bloomberg was still mayor, has been 
stalled in litigation between the develop-
ment company, Kingsbridge National Ice 
Center, or KNIC, and the EDC since June 
of last year.

KNIC, led by developer Kenneth 
Parker and former New York Ranger 
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Kingsbridge Armory deal seems imminent: Mayor  
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star Mark Messier, fi led a lawsuit alleg-
ing breach of contract against the EDC 
for failing to turn over the lease to the 
property to the developers so they could 
acquire fi nancing. 

However the EDC had argued the de-
veloper needed to acquire adequate fund-
ing before the lease was granted. 

The new state funding was expected 
to help tip the city’s hand towards the de-
veloper.

The former Eighth Regiment Armory 
is located in Kingsbridge Heights at 29 
Kingsbridge Road, at the corner of West 
Kingsbridge Road and Jerome Avenue. 

The facility was once the largest mili-
tary armory in the world, and the mas-
sive structure was completed in 1917 af-
ter fi ve years of construction. 

The fi ve-acre property covers an en-
tire city block and dwarfs everything 
around it.  

It has sat vacant since 1996.
The planned facility will feature nine 

permanent indoor regulation size ice 
rinks, including a feature rink that can 
seat approximately 5,000 people and be 
used to host national and international 
hockey tournaments, fi gure and speed 
skating competitions and ice shows. 

The project will also include 50,000 
square feet of space designated for com-
munity use and 480 public parking spaces 
created in the basement level.

Other work at the site will be the cre-
ation of new ADA-compliant entrance-

ways, new vehicle entranceways and so-
lar panels.

The project is estimated to generate 
890 construction jobs and 267 permanent 

jobs, according to the EDC.
Calls to Travis Carter, the attorney 

that represents KNIC, for comment were 
not returned by press time.
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UNIVERSITY DIAGNOSTIC

A Fully Accredited American College of Radiology Facility 

“We’re in
your l
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C  MEDICAL IMAGING, P.C.

The A-Team in Diagnostic Imaging

WHO’S YOUR
RADIOLOGIST?

THE CHOICE SHOULD BE YOURS

nspired by
oyalty”
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(l-r) Theodore Korony American Legion Post 253’s Dan Flory, Dave Stuart, Joe Mondello, 
Howard Burkhart, Anthony Ferrara and Tom Hansen paid their respects this past Memorial 
Day. Photo by Silvio Pacifi co

Local veterans joined the Theodore Korony American Legion Post 253 for a wreath laying 
ceremony honoring fallen service members on Monday, May 29 at Bicentennial Veterans 
Memorial Park. 

BICENTENNIAL VETS MEM’L PARK WREATH LAYING

(l-r) Scholars Emely Colon, Dorcas Akomeah and Trinity Jaquez proudly displayed their 
awards. Photo courtesy of O’Melveny & Myers LLP

O’Melveny presented scholarship awards to 15 deserving NYC public school students at the 
fi rm’s 15th annual New York Scholarship Awards ceremony on Monday, May 22 in Manhattan. 
The Bronx’s very own Dorcas Akomeah, Trinity Jaquez and Emely Colon were named schol-
ars at this year’s prestigious celebration.

BRONX SCHOLARS HONORED BY O’MELVENY

Various organizations in collaboration with Bronx-Lebanon Hospital celebrated the installation 
of a permanent pull up bar and a Tats Cru commissioned mural at the Claremont Neighborhood 
Center on Wednesday, May 31.

CLAREMONT CENTER’S PULL BAR, MURAL UNVEILED

The children with staff members from the Claremont Neighborhood Center, Casita Maria 
Center for the Arts and Bronx-Lebanon Hospital in front of the pull bar and mural. 
 Photo by Silvio Pacifi co

Many parents and their children enjoyed spending quality time at the Wellness Carnival. 
 Photo courtesy of Leake & Watts

Soundview families kicked off Memorial Day Week with a trip to Leake & Watts’ Soundview 
Wellness Carnival. Parents were able to connect with different community health organiza-
tions while their children enjoyed face painting, a bouncy house and other fun activities.

LEAKE & WATTS’ SOUNDVIEW WELLNESS CARNIVAL

Residents of all ages explored the state-of-
the-art U.S.N.S. Yuma. 
 Photo by Fernando Justiniano

The U.S.N.S. Yuma, the latest addition to the 
U.S. Navy’s Military Sealift Command, was 
docked outside SUNY Maritime College dur-
ing Fleet Week. The Yuma, a 338-foot long 
aluminum catamaran designed for speed 
and maneuverability, also has a 20,000 
square foot mission bay area which can be 
reconfi gured to carry portable hospitals, di-
saster relief items, tanks and troops.

U.S.N.S. YUMA AT SUNY 
MARITIME COLLEGE
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8th Annual Role Model
Recognition Honors

Wednesday , June 28, 2017- 6pm to 10pm

R.S.V.P. by June 14, 2017
(718) 260-4595

Come And Join Us In Recognition
Of This Year’s Honorees

Per Person

Sara Bonizio

Sulma Arzu-Brown

Lorraine C. Corsa, Esq.

Josephine Fanelli 

Bernadette Ferrara

Lourdes Melendez-Gamez

Roberta Gjonaj

Kerry A. Lee

Melissa Libran

Ana Melendez

Carolyn Murphy

Mary H. Murray

Karen Rauhauser Nani

Yasmin Cruz-Otero

Milagros Baez O’toole

Tamara Rivera

Frances Ann Rodriguez

Maria Rodriguez

Melissa Salguero

Carolyn Luella Smith

Marlene Taylor PA-C

Evelyn Torres

Where Tasteful
Creations Begin
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The Academy of Mount St. Ursula 
announced that its 2017 graduating 
class of 81 seniors has received over 
$17 million in academic scholarships 
to various colleges and universities in 
the Tri-State area and throughout the 
east coast.  

The following colleges and univer-
sities are among the institutions that 
have awarded academic scholarships: 
Adelphi University, Fairfi eld Univer-
sity, Fordham University, Hofstra, 
Howard University, IONA College, LIU 
POST, Manhattan College, New York 
University, Pace University, Penn 

State, St. John’s University, University 
of Rhode Island, University of Massa-
chusetts, University of Virginia, and 
Villanova.

“We are so proud that the hard 
work and academic ambition of 
our seniors has been recognized 
and rewarded,” said Sr. Jean Marie 
Humphries, osu, PhD , AMSU ‘89  
“This is a true testament to the qual-
ity education our students receive 
at AMSU and the level of dedication 
from our faculty and teachers to en-
sure our students live up to their full-
est potential academically.

Mount St. Ursula graduates
receive academic scholarships

On the evening of Friday, May 26, 
Saint Barnabas High School held its 
commencement exercise. The Class 
of 2017, consisting of fi fty graduates, 
gathered in the high school Chapel to 
receive their diplomas, scholarships 
and accolades with their families and 
friends excitedly looking on. 

The ceremony began with a prayer 
led by Deacon Vincent Laurato from 
Saint Barnabas Parish, followed by 
interim principal Frances Dziuma’s 
welcome to all in attendance. Dziuma 
addressed the graduates, speaking 
to them about building successful fu-
tures, pursuing their dreams and liv-
ing their lives to the fullest.

 “Your graduation today is not 
just about what you have done, but 
what you will become, for that is the 
true legacy which defi nes a Barnabas 
alumna”, Dziuma stated. “You are the 
future doctors, educators and leaders.  
You have a responsibility to improve 
upon society, and bring what you have 
learned at St. Barnabas life. You have 
been cultivating your gifts and talents 
over the past four years.  Now it’s time 
to share them with the world.”

An enthusiastic and academi-
cally driven class, 62% of the students 
earned more than $7.5 million in col-
lege scholarships and awards.

Class of 2017 salutatorian, Karina 
Luna, began her speech by reminisc-
ing about the last four years.  Refer-
ring to the beginning of senior year, 
she shared, “Walking through those 
cafeteria doors was like saying hello 
to an old friend. Suddenly we’ve come 
to the end of the road and the past four 

years are somehow combined into 
one.”.

Karina fi nished her speech by 
thanking all those who supported her 
and the Class of 2017,  including teach-
ers, family members and most impor-
tantly, classmates.  “Thank you to the 
wonderful young women in this class 
that I call my friends and sisters. The 
sisterhood that we formed is some-
thing I will remember and cherish for-
ever.”  Karina will continue her stud-
ies at Iona College in the fall and major 
in Communications. 

During the ceremony, Saint Barn-
abas High School awarded medals to 
those who achieved top honors in each 
subject as well as special awards to 
students who exemplifi ed leadership 
and service.

A fi nal gratitude award was pre-
sented to Interim Principal Frances 
Dziuma for her commitment and dedi-
cation to Saint Barnabas High School 
over the last 40 years. Vice-Principal 
Julie Mulry Kaen ’76 stated, “Mrs. 
Dziuma is a living example of the 
hallmarks of a Barnabas education 
- charity, grace and spirit. She is a 
role model for our students as she is 
a confi dent, Catholic woman who is 
faithful to her family, faith and her 
vocation as a school teacher and ad-
ministrator.”

Commencement was concluded 
with a fi nal sendoff from Valedicto-
rian Leyla Valerio. Leyla addressed 
her classmates reminding them of the 
many life skills Saint Barnabas has 
provided them. “If each one of us can 
take the life skills that we’ve learned 

here at Saint Barnabas and carry it 
into the future and pass it onto other 
people, think of the ripple effect that 50 
young women from a small school can 
ignite,” stated Valerio. 

Leyla ended her speech by quot-
ing the fi rst stanza of Maya Angelou’s 

Saint Barnabas High School Class of 2017.                   Photo courtesy of SBHS

poem Phenomenal Women. “And that’s 
each one of you – The phenomenal 
women of the Saint Barnabas Class of 
2017,” Valerio followed after reading 
the poem. Leyla will attend Hamilton 
College in the fall and duel major in 
Chemistry and Mathematics.

St. Barnabas H.S. bids 
farewell to Class of 2017

Saint Barnabas High School se-
nior Leyla Velario defi nitely has 
something more to celebrate than 
just graduating high school. Leyla 
has not only been named valedicto-
rian of her class, but she has earned 
over $1 million in scholarships and 
grants from various colleges and 
universities! 

Recently Leyla attended the 
YWCA ninth annual benefi t lun-
cheon where she received the 
“Where There is a Woman, There is 
a Way” scholarship award from the 
Women’s Research and Education 
Fund. The scholarship award pro-
gram’s mission is to assist young 
women achieve their future goals 
and helping them become all they 
can be. Leyla was awarded this 
scholarship for her proven commit-
ment to her community and aca-
demic success, as well as fi nancial 
need.

Leyla is excited to begin the next 
chapter of her life at Hamilton Col-
lege, which awarded her a $56,000 
per year scholarship. Leyla plans 
on a double major in Chemistry and 
Mathematics and is considering a 
future career in the sciences, pos-
sibly as a forensic chemist or phar-
macist.

“Thanks to the support of the 
faculty and staff at Saint Barnabas 
High School, I am well prepared for 
college. I look forward to the new 
opportunities that are ahead of me,” 
Valerio ’17 said.

Leyla also received scholarship 
offers from Iona College, Marist 

St. Barnabas senior
earns over $1 million

in scholarships & grants

College, Manhattanville College, 
University of Connecticut, Ithaca 
College, University of Delaware, 
Siena College, and Quinnipiac Uni-
versity. 

“We are so proud of Leyla.  She is 
the epitome of a Barnabas woman 
– a strong, confi dent, faith driven 
and determined young woman 
who is ready to meet the chal-
lenges sent before her.  We cannot 
wait to see what she will achieve in 
her future,” Fran Dziuma, interim 
principal at Saint Barnabas High 
School said.

For more information about 
Saint Barnabas High School, visit 
stbarnabashigh.com

Saint Barnabas High School Class of 2017 
Valedictorian Leyla Velario.         
               Photo courtesy of SBHS
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VAN NEST
ASSEMBLY 

OF GOD
755 Rhinelander Ave.

Bronx, NY 10462

Corner of Holland
2 blocks from 

White Plains Road

SPIRIT 
FILLED

PRAYER 
GUIDED

LOVE 
EXTENDED

PASTOR

ASSISTANT PASTOR 

YOUTH PASTOR

A HOUSE OF PRAYER FOR ALL NATIONS

Welcome to our caring, 
multi cultural, multi-generational, 

evangelistic home church!

5 services every Sunday. 
8:30 am, 10 am (Service & Sunday School) 

11:30 am, 4pm, 7pm.
Ministry programs and activities for 

all ages — all week — all year!

Come join us in prayer, praise 
and celebration!

www.vannestassembly.org

To apply: Please email your resume to employment@hfhnyc.org. Indicate the position  
(custodian or security guard) and preferred location (NBX or SBX) in the subject line of email.

NOW HIRING

Full-time jobs in north and south Bronx

For more information go to www.hfhnyc.orgWe are an equal opportunity employer (eeo) committed to equal treatment of all employees without regard to race, national 
origin, religion, gender, age, sexual orientation, veteran status, physical or mental disability or other basis protected by law.

Duties:  Cleaning hallways, lobbies, restrooms, floors, windows, and similar activities.

Qualifications:  Ability to reach, bend, stoop, stand for periods of time, and lift reasonably heavy objects.

Duties: Patrolling the interior and exterior areas of building, monitoring the building’s entries 
and exits, maintaining a sign-in log with required identification, enforcing rules and 
regulations, preparing incident reports, learning the fire safety plan and evacuation 
procedures and assisting in fire drills.

Qualifications: Valid NYS security guard license, current 8-hour certificate and 16-hour certificate.  
Fire Guard (F-2) or Fire Safety Coordinator license a plus.

Custodians
&

Security 
Guards

We are recruiting full-time staff who enjoy working in a family-oriented, residential environment.  
Jobs are full-time. A high school diploma is not required.

We provide a competitive starting salary and benefits including comprehensive health insurance, life 
insurance, ample vacation, holiday, and personal and sick leave.

No fee.
We are a direct employer.

JOIN ONLINE ymcanyc.org/bronxsummer  
Register May 20, 2017 thru June 30, 2017!  

SUMMER

FUN
PASS

 $200 FOR ADULT  |  $275 FOR FAMILY  

Bronx YMCA
1 Castle Hill Avenue
Bronx, NY 10473
212-912-2490

$200 FOR ADULTS | $275 FOR FAMILY
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Danielle Lanzetta, a lifetime Bronxite, was the keynote speaker at The 
Center for Family Support’s Self-Advocacy celebration. 
 Photo by Jamon Jase Lewis

Renowned for helping others to see capibilities in people with disabilities, 
Beth Mount was honored at the Center for Family Support Self Advocate’s 
fi ve-year celebration on Thursday, June 1 at Marina Del Rey.

BETH MOUNT HONORED BY FAMILY GROUP

Senator Klein (c) congratulated this year’s prom queen and king on their 
success. Photo courtesy of Senator Jeff Klein’s Offi ce

Senator Jeff Klein attended this year’s Senior Prom on Tuesday, May 30 
at Hebrew Home.

HEBREW HOME SENIOR PROM

Co-op City American Legion Post 1871 hosted its time honored Memorial Day services on Sunday, May 28 at 
Harley J. Mosley Park. The event saluted local veterans while also honoring the memories and sacrifi ces of our 
nation’s fallen service members.

POST 1871’S MEMORIAL DAY SERVICES

Legionnaire Auxiliary of the Year Award recipient Olive Glasgow (c) graciously accepted her award from (l-r) 
Post 1871 commander Adeyemi LaCrown Toba, Councilman Andy King, Senator Jamaal Bailey and former Post 
1871 commander Jerome L. Rice. Photo by Silvio Pacifi co

Legionnaire of the Year Award recipient Llewelyn Waterman (2nd from r) proudly displayed his award conferred 
to him by (l-r) Post 1871 commander Toba; Joseph Goonan, Leonard H. Hawkins American Legion Post 156 Activi-
ties vice commander; Bronx County American Legion commander Tony Salimbene and Councilman King. 
 Photo by Silvio Pacifi co

New Post 1871 members Khalil Abdul-Wahhad (c) and Renee Richardson (2nd from r) were honored by (l-r) Rich-
ard Fedderman representing Congressman Eliot Engel, Assemblyman Michael Benedetto, Post 1871 commander 
Toba, former Post 1871 commander Robert Feliciano and Councilman King. Photo by Silvio Pacifi co
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The Boogie Down’s Boricua pride was on full display at this year’s Bronx Puerto Rican Day Parade. Commemorating 31 years, 
the annual parade hosted by the Bronx Puerto Rican Day Parade, Inc. and La Sorsa Automotive Group was held on Sunday, 
June 4 on the Grand Concourse. The day’s dreary weather did not deter Bronx Puerto Rican Day Parade pageant winners, 
local elected offi cials, residents and parade groups from celebrating the special occasion.

31st Annual Bronx Puerto Rican Day Parade Marches Into History

Assemblyman Marcos Crespo (l) led Bronx Democratic Party members down the Grand Concourse. 
 Photo by Laura Stone

This year’s Bronx Puerto Rican Day Parade Junior and Teen princesses, Reys and Reinas marched in the 
time honored parade. Photo by Laura Stone

(l-r) Miss Bronx Puerto Rican Day Parade second princess Rebecca Carrion, mistress of ceremonies 
Yamilet Colon, Miss Bronx Puerto Rican Day Parade queen Rosemarie Colon and Bronx Puerto Rican Day 
Parade king Edwin Feliciano enjoyed the cultural celebration. Photo by Laura Stone

Grand marshal Charles Rangel (c) celebrated with Bronx Puerto 
Rican Day Parade, Inc. president Robert Rios (l) and former sena-
tor Ephraim Gonzalez, Jr. Photo by Laura Stone

Soundview residents Carlos Oscar (l) and Ascensio Padilla proud-
ly displayed their heritage. Photo by Laura Stone

Spectators enjoyed watching the parade go down the Grand Con-
course. Photo by Laura Stone
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THE THROGGS

3602/3604 East Tremont Avenue  

Check Out These
Stores In The

Throggs Neck Mall!

TAILS ARE WAGGIN' AND PETS ARE BRAGGIN'

3604 A E.Tremont Ave.

347-680-5921 347-680-5929
ALL SERVICES BY APPOINTMENT ONLY

$300OFF
WITH COUPON ONLY

MAY & JUNE SPECIAL: DOOGIE SPA TREATMENT
POODLE, HAVANESE AND SCHNAUZER
INCLUDES BATH WITH OATMEAL SHAMPOO AND OATMEAL CONDITIONER

HAIR TRIM, NAILS CUT AND EARS CLEANED

$50Starting
At

A2z Construction Group
Inc.

347-287-1593

AMSTERDAM AIR COOLING

212-787-7700

   Commercial $ Residential

    upon request

NOW OPEN
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See what the Throggs Neck Mall is all about!
You can sit and dine in our cozy courtyard. 
Order from the best smokehouse in the 
Bronx at the Alley Cat Smokehouse.NECK MALL

Offi ce/Retail Space Available in the Mall Call 917-232-2375

(2nd Floor) Suite 204

Lessons on all Instruments
Beginners & Intermediate

Repairs, Recordings, Video

Live Bands
Disc Jockeys Available
Call 646-261-0170
    or 646-331-9707
for free consultation or
www.justnutsmusic.net

Want to play an instrument?
Just Nuts Music School

THE STYLIST &
THE BARBER
The Throggs Neck Mall
3602 E. Tremont Avenue
Bronx, NY 10465

718-684-1191

Chair Rental
Looking for stylist, barbers and/or nail tech with a following

Laser Hair Removal 
IPL Facial 

Chemical Peel 
Balayage Brazilian Blowout 
Spring & Summer Special 

We specialize in:
Color Correction 
Hair Extensions 

Stylist: Jen  Barber: JayWOMEN MEN

718-684-1191

50% 
First Color 
ServiceOFF

Mention This Ad
And Receive

10% 

OFF

follow us on Instagram
and Facebook 

COMMING SOON-MICRO BLADING
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Bronx Early College Academy for Teaching and Learning students performed a scene from 
‘Long Live Misery!’ written by student playwright Odalis Mendez. Photo courtesy of LEAP

Students from ten NYC public schools including the Bronx’s own Health Opportunities 
High School and Bronx Early College Academy for Teaching and Learning, performed their 
school’s plays published by renowned writer Samuel French on Thursday, June 1 at the Pearl 
Theater as part of the acclaimed LEAPOnStage program. For more information, visit www.
leapnyc.org.

BX. SCHOOLS PERFORM AT PEARL THEATER

Many community leaders and elected offi cials paid their respects to our nation’s fallen 
heroes and deceased veterans at Rudy Macina Peace Memorial Plaza. Photo by Edwin Soto

Despite the rainy weather, many Bronxites paid their respects at the Morris Park Community 
Association, American Legion, Knights of Columbus and Morris Park Kiwanis Club sponsored 
Memorial Day Ceremony at Rudy Macina Peace Memorial Plaza on Monday, May 29.

MEMORIAL DAY AT PEACE MEMORIAL PLAZA

(back, l-r) Deputy chief Jessie Wright, Danny Negron, Alejandro Mercado and chief of opera-
tions Luis Atiles with members of the Bronx County of Public Safety. Photo by Aracelis Batista

The Bronx County of Public Safety hosted a Memorial Day Barbecue on Monday, May 29 at 
1736 St. Peters Avenue.

BRONX COUNTY OF PUBLIC SAFETY’S BBQ

Pre-k students led the audience in reciting the Pledge of Allegiance. Photo by Silvio Pacifi co

St. Raymond Elementary’s Pre-K 3 North, East and West students celebrated their school’s 
Moving Up Ceremony on Thursday, June 1. The celebration included such musical perfor-
mances as ‘A Whole New World’ by Pre-K 3 North, ‘When You Wish Upon a Star’ by Pre-K 3 
East, ‘Zip-A-Dee-Doo-Dah’ by Pre-K 3 West and a performance of ‘This Little Light of Mine’ 
and the closing song ‘How Far I’ll Go’ by all three classes.

ST. RAY PRE-K’S MOVING UP CEREMONY

(l-r) Bronx County vice commander Earl 
Menard, Jr.; Bronx County commander Tony 
Salimbene; Shradhanand Pirtam, VNNA for-
mer president; Bernadette Ferrara, VNNA 
president; Theodore Korony American Le-
gion Post 253’s Christine Ryall, Guy Rich-
ardson, Charles McDougall and Edward J. 
McGee; Anthony Lenora and John Doyle. 
 Photo by Miriam Quin

The East Bronx History Forum and Van Nest 
Neighborhood Alliance hosted a somber Me-
morial Day Ceremony on Monday, May 29 at 
the Van Nest War Memorial.

VNNA’S MEMORIAL
 DAY CEREMONY
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BRIDAL FASHION
BRIDAL CENTER
7233 Amboy Road, Staten Island, (718) 227-8647
www.alwaysabridesmaidboutique.com

BRIDAL STYLES BOUTIQUE
905 Ave. U, Brooklyn, (718) 339–3222
www.bridalstylesboutique.com

MONEY SAVER SHOES INC.
Specializing Wide Widths, Dyeable & Evening Shoes
2098 Flatbush Ave., Brooklyn, (718) 258-0171

ULTIMATE FASHIONS
4255 Amboy Rd, SI, NY 10308  (718) 605-3274
316 Woodbridge Center Drive, Woodbridge, NJ 07095
(732) 750-1174, ultfash@optonline.net  
Staten Island Mall
Lower Level, Macy’s Wing Staten Island New York 10314 
(718) 370-2984, www.ultfash.com

TUXEDOS
TUXEDO WORLD OF STATEN ISLAND
2791 Richmond Ave #6, SI, NY 10314
(718) 698-4859, www.tuxedoworldsi.com

CATERING & VENUES
ADRIA HOTEL & CONFERENCE CENTER
221-17 Northern Boulevard, Bayside, NY 11361
(718) 631-5900, www.adriahotelny.com

ATLAS STEAKHOUSE
943 Coney Island Avenue, off  18th Ave., Brooklyn, NY
(646) 494-7227, www.AtlasSteak.com

BAY RIDGE MANOR
476 76th St., Brooklyn, (718) 748-8855
www.bayridgemanor.com

BAYSIDE HISTORICAL SOCIETY
208 Totten Ave - Fort Totten, Bayside, NY 11359, 
(718) 352-1548, www.baysidehistorical.org/rentals.html

BUCKLEY’S
2926 Ave. S, Brooklyn
(718) 998-4222, www.buckleyscaterers.com

DYKER BEACH GOLF COURSE
86th Street and 7th Avenue, Brooklyn, NY 11228
(718) 836–9722 x 1 or privateeventdirector@
dykerbeachgc
www.dykerbeachgc.com

EDIBLE ARRANGEMENTS
133-22 Springfi eld Blvd. (718) 528-3344
158-18 Cross Bay Blvd. (718) 848-3344
1357 Fulton St. (718) 622-3344
1557 Ralph Ave. (718) 451-3344
www.ediblearrangements.com/stores/StoreLocator.aspx

GLEN TERRACE
5313 Ave. N, Brooklyn (718) 252-4614

GRAND OAKS COUNTRY CLUB
200 Huguenot Ave., Staten Island
(718) 356–2771, www.grandoaksnyc.com

GRAND PROSPECT HALL
263 Prospect Ave., Brooklyn (718) 788-0777
www.grandprospecthall.com

GREENHOUSE CAFE
7717 Third Ave., Brooklyn (718) 833-8200
www.greenhousecafe.com

IL FORNETTO
2902 Emmons Ave. in Brooklyn, (718) 332-8494
www.ilFornettoRestaurant.com

KENNEDY’S BREEZY POINT
406 Bayside, Rockaway Point, NY 11697
(718) 945-0202, www.kennedysbreezypoint.com

MARBELLA RESTAURANT
220-33 Northern Blvd., Bayside, NY 11361
(718) 423-0100, www.marbella-restaurant.com

NICK’S LOBSTER HOUSE
2777 Flatbush Ave, Brooklyn, NY 11234, (718) 253-7117

PARADISE CATERING HALL
51 Avenue U, Brooklyn, NY 11223
(718) 372-4352, www.theparadisecateringhall.com

THE PEARL ROOM
8518 - 3rd Avenue, Brooklyn, NY 11209
(718) 833-6666, www.pearlroombklyn.com

PELHAM BAY & SPLIT ROCK GOLF COURSE
870 Shore Road, Bronx, NY 10464, (718) 885-1258 x224 or  
privateeventdirector@pelhamsplitrock
http://www.pelhamsplitrock.com

QUEENS BOTANICAL GARDEN
43-50 Main St, Flushing, NY 11355 (718) 886-3800 x201
www.queensbotanical.org/weddingsandevents

SCHNITZEL HAUS
7319 5th Avenue, Bay Ridge, NY 11029
(718) 836-5600, www.schnitzelhausny.com

SIRICO’S CATERERS
8015-23 13th Ave., Brooklyn, (718) 331-2900,
www.siricoscaterers.net

TERRACE ON THE PARK
52-11 111 Street, Flushing, NY 11368, (718) 592-5000,
www.terraceonthepark.com

THE VANDERBILT AT SOUTH BEACH
300 Father Capodanno Blvd., Staten Island
(718) 447-0800, www.vanderbiltsouthbeach.com

LODGING
ADRIA HOTEL AND CONFERENCE CENTER
221-17 Northern Boulevard, Bayside, NY 11361
www.adriahotelny.com, (800) 272-3742

ENTERTAINMENT
AMAZING BOTTLE DANCERS
(800) 716-0556, pasproductions@yahoo.com 
www.bottledancers.com

E-SQUARED PRODUCTIONS/
360 ENTERTAINMENT
4308 Richmond Ave. in Staten Island or 1665 Bath Ave. in 
Brooklyn, (718) 227–3235, www.e2dj.com

FAVORS & INVITATIONS
UNFORGETTABLE EVENTS
2049 Flatbush Ave in Brooklyn, (718) 377-4535,

FLORISTS
FLORAL FANTASY
3031 Quentin Rd. in Brooklyn, (718) 998-7060 or
(800) 566–8380, www.fl oralfantasyny.com

HENRY’S FLORIST
8103 Fifth Ave. in Brooklyn

(800) 543-6797 or (718) 238–3838, 
www.henrysfl oristweddingevents.com

MARINE FLORIST AND DECORATORS
1995 Flatbush Ave. in Brooklyn, 
(800) 447-6730 or (718) 338-3600, 
www.marinefl orists.com

JEWELRY
BENNY’S JEWELRY
89-02 165th Street, Suite B-1, Jamaica, NY 11432
(718) 526-4613, www.bennyny.com

BOBBY’S JEWELERS DIAMOND SPECIALIST
514 - 81 Street, Brooklyn, NY, 11209
(718) 745-1725

LIMOUSINE SERVICES
MILA LIMOUSINE CORPORATION
(718) 232-8973, www.milalimo.com

ROMANTIQUE/DOUBLE DIAMOND 
LIMOUSINES
1421-86 Street, Brooklyn (718) 351-7273
2041-Hylan Blvd., Staten island (718) 351-7273
www.rddlimos.com

SERGI’S PARTY LIMO
171-15A Northern Blvd, Queens, NY 11358
(718) 353-5466, (212) 682-4040, (516) 489-4040
Toll Free: (888) 546-6134, (888) limo-134
Fax: (718) 353-5499, info@sergislimo.com
www.sergislimo.com

VIP LIMOS SVC
(516) 488-LIMO(5466), www.viplimosvc.com

PHOTOGRAPHY & VIDEO
FANTASY PHOTOGRAPHY
3031 Quentin Rd., Brooklyn (718) 998-0949
www.fantasyphotographyandvideo.com

GLAMOUR ME PHOTO & VIDEO
104-12 111th St., South Richmond Hill, (888) 400-2738 or 
(718) 504–1970, www.glamourmestudio.com

ONE FINE DAY PHOTOGRAPHERS
459 Pacifi c St., Massapequa Park (516) 690–1320
www.onefi nedayphotographers.com

SALONS
AF BENNETT SALON
350 New Dorp Lane, Staten Island NY 10306
(718) 979-9000 www.afbennett.com

PILO ARTS SALON
8412 3 Ave, Brooklyn (718) 748–7411  www.piloarts.com

SERVICES
JOSEPH LICHTER, D.D.S.
1420 Ave. P in Brooklyn, (718) 339-7878,
www.josephlichterdds.com

OMNI DENTAL CARE
313 Kings Hwy. in Brooklyn, (718) 376-8656
www.omnidentalcare.com

THE VEIN CENTER OF THE VASCULAR 
INSTITUTE OF NY
Dr. Natalie Marks
960 - 50 Street, Brooklyn, NY 11219  (718) 438-0067
www.vascularnyc.com

TRAVEL
JO-LYN TRAVEL AGENCY
7505-15th Avenue, Brooklyn, NY 11219
(718) 232-3139, jolyntravel@aol.com

WEDDING EXPOS
BOSCO’S WEDDING EXPO
www.cl.boscoweddings.com

BRIDAL AFFAIR
(718) 317–9701, www.bridalaff air.com

GREAT BRIDAL EXTRAVAGANZA
North Babylon, NY 11703, 631-667-EXPO (3976)
www.greatbridalextravaganza.com

TO BE INCLUDED IN THIS DIRECTORY CALL (718) 260–2500



BRONX TIMES REPORTER, JUNE 9-15, 201756    BTR

Action
Association

At a unique crossroads be-
tween religion and cuisine, 
the holiday of Shavuot, cel-
ebrating the Giving of the To-
rah at Mount Sinai some 3,300 
years ago, has become a cel-
ebration of fi ne dairy cuisine 
as well.  

As the Torah was given, 
and the laws of kosher dining 
were fi rst received, the Jewish 

Holiday of Shavuot at Bronx Jewish Center
people were not yet capable of 
properly preparing beef and 
poultry, and, as such, ate dairy. 
The rest is history.  

On Wednesday, May 31, over 
60 people joined the Bronx Jew-
ish Center for exquisite cheese-
cakes, pesto pastas, lasagna,  
cheese blintzes and of course, 
ice cream!

When thinking Jewish holi-

days, Passover, Chanukah and 
Yom Kippur come to mind. 
Nevertheless, Shavuot is con-
sidered one of Judaism’s ma-
jor holidays and was in fact a 
“pilgrimage” when all of Israel 
would travel to Jerusalem to 
celebrate in the Temple.

“No, it isn’t all about the 
food,” said Rabbi Pewzner 
of the Bronx Jewish Center. 

“What is important is that the 
community joined together 
and heard the Ten Command-
ments. But the good food cer-
tainly helps!”

Join the Bronx Jewish Cen-
ter for its next community 
Shabbat dinner at the Bronx 
Jewish Center, 1969 Haight Av-
enue, on Friday, July 7, start-
ing at 7 p.m. The special theme 

for that evening will be Shab-
bat  in China. Egg-rolls, lo-
mein and sushi will take cen-
ter stage! 

Free of charge and all are 
welcome to join. RSVP towww.
BronxJewishCenter.org, of-
fice@bronxjewishcenter.org  
or Rabbi Saadia Pewzner . di-
rector of Bronx Jewish Center, 
at (718) 812-1701.

BY LYNN GERBINO
Our next and last meeting 

before the summer break will 
be held on Tuesday, June 27, 
at 7:30 p.m. at the Villa Barone 
Manor. We will host a candi-
dates forum for the 13th Coun-
cil District. We invite you to at-
tend, all are welcome!

So far so good with the 
Throgs Neck Bridge traffi c sit-
uation. Right after the Moth-
er’s Day back up, the MTAB&T 
immediately agreed to close 
the Harding Avenue entrance 

on the weekends as per a pre-
vious agreement with the com-
munity. 

That action alleviated the 
traffi c congestion near the 
bridge entrance, which had 
been blocking Locust Point 
residents from  leaving their 
homes. The traffi c around the 
Whitestone Bridge is not as 
easy to control as the bridge en-
trance can’t be closed and the 
added traffi c with the shopping 
center is a factor. 

Captain Ghonz, com-

mander of the 45th Precinct,  
has promised that he will use 
everything in his power to al-
leviate this problem. Also, the 
MTAB&T has reached out to 
the owners of the traffi c apps 
on our phones such as Waze, 

to try to get them to acknowl-
edge that the Harding Avenue 
entrance will be closed on the 
weekends.    

The apps send more cars 
to the Harding Avenue en-
trance so cars can bypass traf-
fi c, which, in turn., creates a 
problem here. The MTAB&T 
has also created a movable 
lane, which can be used either 
way at the toll booths; and also 
added more offi cers to move 
traffi c along more quickly.

Hopefully, these changes 

will help. Now we always have 
increased traffi c during the 
summer as people travel to 
Long Island for the beaches 
etc., so we will see how this 
works out. We will revisit this 
issue with the MTA in Septem-
ber, but by then the new toll 
readers may be working.  In 
the end, there will be less traf-
fi c.

If you need us call us at (718) 
823-0327 or message us on our 
Facebook page Throggs Neck 
Homeowners Association.

BY FRANK V. VERNUCCIO, JR.
As North Korea rapidly 

progresses towards the capa-
bility of conducting a nuclear 
strike on the American main-
land, analysts are confront-
ing another horrifying real-
ity.

It may not be suffi cient to 
engage North Korea alone 
to prevent an attack from a 
secondary power. Atomic 
threats, in concert with the 
Pyongyang government, may 
simultaneously arise from 
a wholly different portion of 
the globe, as well as possibly 
within our own shores, from 
both national actors as well 
as terrorist organizations.   

Adding to that trouble-
some scenario is the after-
effects of the extraordinarily 
poor decision making during 
the Obama Administration, 
which severely reduced the 
ability of the United States to 
confront anything more than 
a single-region threat.

The necessity of pre-emp-
tive action against North Ko-
rea is growing sharply.  As 
noted in a Breitbart analysis, 
experts are deeply concerned 
that the Pyongyang regime 
has developed the capability 
of an electromagnetic pulse 
(EMP) attack that could dev-
astate the U.S. mainland. “Dr. 
Peter Vincent Pry…executive 
director of the Task Force on 
National and Homeland Secu-
rity and…the chief of staff of 
the Congressional EMP Com-
mission..pointed to two North 

Korean satellites that are cur-
rently orbiting the U.S. at tra-
jectories…are optimized for a 
surprised EMP attack.”

If it becomes necessary 
to strike at North Korea to 
prevent an atomic assault on 
the United States, Iran can 
be expected to strike against 
U.S. interests and allies in 
the Middle East with its own 
forces, and perhaps world-
wide—even within America 
itself– through its staunch 
support of terrorist forces 
such as Hezbollah.

When Tehran does make 
a move against the U.S. in re-
sponse to an American self-
defense response to North Ko-
rea, the Pentagon will have 
a diffi cult time meeting the 
two-front challenge.

Apparently oblivious to 
the growing danger from the 
rising strength of superpow-
ers such as Russia and China 
and belligerent states North 
Korea and Iran, the Obama 
Administration decided to 
slash military spending dur-
ing its tenure. A signifi cant 
aspect of that decision was to 
downgrade the Pentagon’s re-
sources to the point where it 
could no longer protect Amer-
ican interests in two areas 
during the same time span.

In 2010, the Obama Defense 
Department  announced that  
“The model used to deter-
mine the appropriate size of 
the United States military is 
being replaced following the 
Quadrennial Defense Review 

process…the theory that U.S. 
forces should be sized based 
on the need to fi ght two ma-
jor wars simultaneously no 
longer is appropriate.” The 
ability to “defeat two regional 
aggressors” was considered 
part of a replaced “Old plan-
ning program.”

Writing in CNN’s Secu-
rity Blog, Chris Lawrence 
noted “The military would 
not maintain its ability to 
wage two large confl icts at 
the same time, such as it did 
in Iraq and Afghanistan…”

The fallacy of that revi-
sion was obvious. North Ko-
rea and Iran, two very likely 

opponents, have a close mili-
tary and diplomatic relation-
ship.  Indeed, it is diffi cult to 
distinguish where the mili-
tary technology of one ends 
and the other begins.

A Joint Hearing before the 
Subcommittee on Terrorism, 
Nonproliferation, and Trade 
Subcommittee on Asia and 
the Pacifi c and the Subcom-
mittee on the Middle East 
and North Africa of the Com-
mittee on Foreign Affairs,  
noted that: “The long history 
of secret cooperation between 
Iran and North Korea in vio-
lation of international law 
stretches back for decades. 
North Korea fi rst sold Iran 
ballistic missiles during the 
1980s during Iran’s war with 
Iraq. By the end of the 1980s, 
North Korea and China were 
supplying Iran with about 
70 percent of its arms. Move 

to the 1990s, and Iran and 
North Korea had moved onto 
working together to develop 
long-range ballistic missiles. 
North Korean long-range 
ballistic missiles became the 
basis for the Iranian Shahab 
missile series, which cur-
rently threatens Israel, our 
other Middle East allies, and 
even Central Europe. In fact, 
the intelligence community 
has said that missile coop-
eration between Iran and 
North Korea has provided 
Iran with an increase in its 
military capabilities. By the 
beginning of the 2000s, the 
Iranians were giving North 
Korea sensitive data from 
their own missile tests to im-
prove the North Korean mis-
sile systems. In fact, Iranian 
offi cials have been present at 
nearly every major North Ko-
rean missile test.”

BY TONY SALIMBENE
Remember our June 

meeting, awards presenta-
tions and annual BBQ will 
be held on the 4th Sunday 
in June, the 25th, as the 3rd 
one is Father’s Day.  Have a 
great day dads! 

Bronx County Legion 
Convention, Friday, June 
9, registration at 6:30 p.m., 
Sam Young Post 620.  All in-
vited.

I want to thank Peace 
Plaza, Van Nest and City Is-

land for the kind invitations 
to their Memorial Day cere-
monies. Assemblyman Mark 
Gjonaj lined the streets with 
fl ags and held a pizza party for 
the Star of the Sea - Sea Cadet 
marching band.  A great tra-

ditional day in spite of the 
weather.

Until next time:  It’s with 
great sadness we remem-
ber our member and friend 
Brendan Devine who has 
passed away.  Having had 
a military career and VA 
Hospital career, it is quite 
the coincidence that our Su-
preme Commander above 
called for him to report dur-
ing Memorial Day weekend. 
Rest in peace comrade. 

Hand Salute.
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The New Venture Academy 219X students and teachers proudly displayed 
their art table. Photo by Silvio Pacifi co

LEAP student artists/activists from New Venture Academy 219X unveiled 
their original large-scale public artworks on Friday, June 2 at Claremont 
Park. The students transformed school lunch tables into beautiful and 
meaningful works of art addressing bullying, gun violence and drug abuse.

NEW VENTURE ACADEMY
UNVEILS ART PROJECT

Joseph Fennell enjoyed some summer comfort food. 
 Photo courtesy of Centers Health Care

In honor of Memorial Day, University Nursing Home elders were treated 
to a delicious barbecue on Monday, May 29.

UNIVERSITY NURSING HOME’S
 MEMORIAL DAY BBQ

Senior patrol leader Seth Chamblis and his fellow Troop 333 scouts restored Throggs Neck Memorial Post 
1456’s war memorial. Photo by Silvio Pacifi co

(back, l-r) Larry Mayars, Virginia Lamy and (front, l-r) John and Ada Brauweiler enjoyed spending some quality 
time at Post 1456’s Memorial Day BBQ. Photo by Silvio Pacifi co

Phil Crimins (l) and Post 1456 commander Joe Faix (r) welcomed Assemblyman Mark Gjonaj. 
 Photo by Silvio Pacifi co

Residents and veterans were treated to great food and friendship at Throggs Neck Memorial Post 1456’s Memorial 
Day Barbecue on Saturday, May 27.

TN POST 1456’S MEMORIAL DAY BBQ
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TOM ALLON

BY PAUL GOLLUSCIO
Hello all!
First off, the post sends it’s 

condolences and prayers to 
the family of Brendan Devine 
who passed away last week.

Thisitem is from Tom 
Hansen. Please send the fol-
lowing to your congress-
man and senators Charles 
Schumer and Kristin Gilli-
brand: Regarding the recent 
proposal to reduce or elimi-
nate the individual Unem-
ployability Compensation 
Program. The Viet Nam vet 
is in his late sixties and early 
seventies, many are suffer-
ing from physical, mental 
and emotional repercussions 
from the war. They returned 
to fi nd themselves spit upon, 
who got together to work for 
decades before the signs of 

PTSD and Agent Orange ex-
posure overtook them and 
left them unable to work or 
contribute to Social Security 
and many receive a paltry 
amount.  Many are already 
living on the streets. These 
vets can and will be helped 
through the VA. The reduc-
tion of this Unemployabil-
ity Compensation Program 
is a travesty and should be 
stopped immediately. 

For further info, contact 
Tom Hansen Deputy VAVS 
representative Bronx County 
American Legion, J.J. Peters 
VA Administration Medical 
Center, 130 West Kingsbridge 
Road, Bronx, NY, 10467.

AT&T and Snopes verifi ed 
the following as true. Area 
code 809, the phone rings, you 
answer, some one says please 

call me back, I have something 
important to tell you about a 
family member in trouble. You 
call back using the 809 area 
code and the number. If you 
call from the U.S. or Canada, 
you will be charged a mini-
mum of $24.25 per minute and 
get a long recorded message. 
You are responsible for the 
cost as you did make the call. 
So, don’t return the call.

The post meeting went 
well as did the BBQ follow-
ing. The next post meeting 
will be held on Saturday, July 
1 at 1 p.m. BBQ to follow that 

as well. The following slate of 
offi cers has been proposed: 
Owen Mangan, commander; 
Bill Franklin, 1st. vice; Ed 
McCarthy, 2nd vice; Steve 
Mulzac, 3rd vice; George 
Brins, fi nance offi cer; Clo-
rindo, sergeant at arms; Paul 
Golluscio, post adjutant. The 
post adjutant cast one vote to 
accept the slate.

The Bronx County Con-
vention will be held here at 
the post on Friday, July 7 at 
7:30 p.m.

Bill Franklin is over-
worked and needs help 
around the post, both in-
side and out. Volunteers are 
needed, this includes the 
S.A.L as well as the Boost-
ers. Get in touch with him 
and give him a hand. It will 
be about once a month and 

won’t kill you!
Trivia Time

The Salem Witch Trials 
began on June 2, 1692.

The Battle of Midway be-
gan at 6 a.m. on June 4, 1942.

On the same date in 1989, 
The Tiananmen Square Mas-
sacre took place.

The 6-Day War in Israel 
began on June 5, 1967. How 
long did it last?

The D-Day Landing at 
Normandy took place on 
June 6, 1944. Troops came 
ashore, Rangers scaled the 
Mountain, Red Buttons got 
his parachute hung up on a 
church steeple in St Lo. It 
was defi nitely ‘The Longest 
Day’

Keep the troops in your 
prayers, hug a vet and God 
bless.

It Is one of the best read 
parts of The New York Times 
each day, but few admit they 
read it.

It sounds depressing but it 
Is actually the most uplifting 
and inspirational parts of the 
newspaper.

The weddings section? 
Nope. It’s the obituaries, the 
place where the entire lives of 
important people — some as 
long as 95 years — are summed 
up in 800 words or less.

Each morning a team of 
editors and reporters at the 
Times decides which three to 
fi ve people who died in the last 
24 hours merits the obituary 
treatment. It must be someone 
who had an “impact” in their 
lives — from the obvious pop 
music star like Michael Jack-
son to the inventor of the Slin-
kee to the television image con-
sultant who helped JFK defeat 
Richard Nixon in 1960.

The new documentary 
movie, “Obit,” playing in some 
small movie theaters around 
the city, is the fascinating tale 
of the incredibly thoughtful 
and talented people who make 
up the Times obit team.

Depressing? The Times’ 
obituaries are fascinating!

But the fi lm is even more 
than a well-told tale of a unique 
journalism operation — it is a 
meditation on what constitutes 
a worthwhile life and the cri-
teria we should all consider 
when we measure the impend-
ing shadow of our ultimate de-
mise.

What is an “impactful” life? 
How can we measure who is 
worthy of a graceful write-up 
of 500 words or even a front 
page obit of more than 1,400 
words?

The movie, a must see, 
points out that Pope John Paul 
had a 14,000 word obituary 
and rock stars Michael Jack-
son and David Bowie had their 
obits splashed across the front 
page. Then there is the obit just 
a notch below the front page 
ones: the “reefers,” important 
people who don’t quite merit 
top billing on Page 1, but are 
“referred” to in the bottom of 
the front page “teasers.”

There are many quiet stars 
of this obituary but two stood 
out in my mind: the gentleman 
who runs the Times “morgue” 
(a library of all the old printed 
clippings and photographs 

stretching back to the early 
20th century), an idiosyncratic 
and animated man who knows 
where all old fi les are buried in 
a vast room full of overstuffed 
fi le cabinets. In a paperless age 
of gigabytes and cloud storage, 
he seems like a quaint vestige 
of an anachronistic era that 
has ended. But ask any Times 
reporter and they’ll tell you 
that he is one of their most 
valuable colleagues because 
he can access information that 
cannot be found on Google or 
any internet database because 
it happened before the age of 
Information went up on the 
worldwide web.

The other subtle Star of 
“Obit” is Bruce Weber, a soft-
spoken reporter whose obser-
vations and work is the center-
piece of the movie. We watch 
and hear his graceful phone 
calls with the relatives of the 
recently deceased and he hits 
just the right note of sympathy 
while he goes about the task of 
cataloging vital information 
about the potential obituary 
subject. He fi lls out a form to 
start — where was the person 
born, what was the cause of 

death, what were their parents 
professions and so on until a 
clear picture begins to emerge 
of a life that no longer exists 
but left an indelible imprint in 
our society.

We watch Weber as he ago-
nizes over how to report and 
write an 800-word obituary 
of the man who helped elect a 
president in 1960, Mr. Wilson, 
who was John F. Kennedy’s 
television image consultant, a 
very new career in the early 
days of mass media. Rather 
than run a dry opening para-
graph that sums up the man’s 
life and includes his age at 
death and the cause, Weber de-
cides to do an “anecdotal lead,” 
an opening that talks about 
the Kennedy-Nixon debate and 

its importance in the history 
of our country. Weber’s prose 
draws the reader in while also 
making a larger point about 
the dramatic change of how 
we elected presidents in 1960 
based on looks and telegenic 
appeal.

It is such a rare treat to 
leave a movie theater better 
informed and inspired by the 
people in the documentary 
and their clear explication of 
why their work truly matters. 
Run, don’t walk, to see “Obit” 
this weekend — you’ll look at 
your life very differently after-
wards.

Tom Allon is the president 
of City & State, NY. He can be 
reached at tallon@cityand-
stateny.com.

S SSHOP OUR CLASSIFIED 
PAGES EVERY WEEK AND 

SAVE MONEY
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Event organizer Adele Riley (back, l) and Erica Jenkins (back, 2nd from r) met with the Praisers dance group before their per-
formance. Photo by Laura Stone

Crossover TV’s Kendra Oke (l) interviewed Miss Caracon 
Teen Queen Melissa Deonarain. Photo by Laura Stone

St. Helena’s Church hosted its second annual ‘For Kids to be Kids’ mini parade and fun day on Saturday, June 3. The celebration began with a parade from St. Helena’s Church leading to 
Owen Dolen Park for some family fun in the sun.

ST. HELENA’S 2ND ANNUAL ‘FOR KIDS TO BE KIDS’ EVENT

NYC Cultural Affairs commissioner Tom Finkelpearl with 
the list of 200 Bronxites who have signed up for free 
vouchers to see ‘Julius Caesar’ as part of Shakespeare 
in the Park. 
 Photo by Deon Soogrim / NYC Department of Cultural Affairs

A happy customer showed off his free Shakespeare in the Park voucher at The Point CDC. 
 Photo by Deon Soogrim / NYC Department of Cultural Affairs

NYC Cultural Affairs commissioner Tom Finkelpearl joined The Point CDC and The Public Theater on Friday, May 26 to distribute tickets for The Public Theater’s Free Shakespeare in the 
Park performance of ‘Julius Caesar’ at the Delacorte Theater in Central Park.

NYC CULTURAL AFFAIRS COMMISSIONER & THE POINT DISTRIBUTES SHAKESPEARE TICKETS

Kym Hampton, the WNBA legend and former New York 
Liberty center, delivered an inspirational address and 
helped present trophies to more than 60 students 
athletes with disabilities at the New York Institute for 
Special Education’s annual Sports Awards ceremony on 
Wednesday, May 24.

WNBA LEGEND ATTENDS 
NYISE’S SPORTS AWARDS

WNBA legend and former New York Liberty center 
Kym Hampton (back, l.) with coaches and players from 
NYISE’s basketball team. Photo by James Rivera



BRONX TIMES REPORTER, JUNE 9-15, 201760    BTR

East Bronx History Forum highlights

1883 Morrisania mystery item

Throggs Neck Volunteer 
Ambulance Corps (TNVAC) 
will host a health fair at their 
base located at 3955 East Trem-
ont Avenue, on Sunday, June 
25, from noon to 4 p.m. and is 
inviting the community to at-
tend. 

TNVAC is the last volunteer 
ambulance corps not associ-
ated with a school or hospital 
in the Bronx and is looking to 

increase its funding while cre-
ating events like this to support 
the community.

 Throggs Neck Volunteer 
Ambulance Corps will be in-
viting health partners to join 
them at their base to provide 
the community with health 
screenings, information about 
health and wellness, opportu-
nity to purchase health and 
wellness products and services 

from partner vendors, and a 
chance to learn about the am-
bulance corp and what they do.   

There will also be an area 
for families to learn about chil-
dren’s health, get their photo 
taken with an ambulance af-
ter they get to go inside and lis-
ten to what emergency medical 
technicians and paramedics do 
on a daily basis.  

There will also be fun for 

children including hand tat-
toos, face painting, a mini-fi rst 
aid lesson, and raffl es.  

Health vendors are invited 
to the event and can contact the 
organizer for more informa-
tion.  Space is limited for ven-
dors. 

A CPR class will also be 
held at the location during the 
health fair.  Enrollment and 
registration for this class can 

be done online through Event-
brite.  CPR certifi cation and 
cards will be granted immedi-
ately after completion the day 
of the event.   

For further information, 
contact Erika Newsome, event 
coordinator, at (347) 820-4542 or 
erikabnewsome@gmail.com  
or the Throggs Neck Volunteer 
Ambulance Corps at (718) 430-
9501.

Throggs Neck Volunteer Ambulance Corps to host a health fair

BY THOMAS X. CASEY
The Huntington Free Li-

brary and Reading Room an-
nounces The East Bronx His-
tory Forum will hold its 8th 
Annual Bronx Antique Road 
Show on Wednesday, June 
21 at 7:30 p.m.  The Antique 
Roadshow has developed 
into the most anticipated 
event of the year.  Each year, 
members and guests have 
searched their basements, 
attic and family collections 
with amazing results.  Find 
out what the mystery item 
was used for.

The East Bronx History 
Forum meets to discuss 
Bronx History and held its 

fi rst meeting June 2005. All 
meetings are free and open 
to the public at The Hun-
tington Free Library and 
Reading Room, located at 9 
Westchester Square.

Pease arrive early and get 
a seat up front and avoid the 
crowd.

Members and guests that 
participate in the Antique 
Road Show will have one or 
two items from their Bronx 
collection or family history 
available for exhibit and dis-
cussion.  The members will 
talk about how they acquired 
the item, its age and its Bronx 
connection to history.  Partic-
ipants may bring an object or 

provide documents, newspa-
per articles and photographs 
for display.  Trivia: Date of 
the Huntington Free Library 
cornerstone?  Find out at the 
meeting.

This will be the last 
monthly meeting of the sea-
son, with the East Bronx His-
tory Forum returning on Sep-
tember 20.  The EBHF will 
lead a walking tour during 
the summer months, and The 
Huntington Free Library will 
continue a Bronx art Eehibit 
by local artist Don Gilligan.  
Please view the East Bronx 
History Forum web page at 
BronxNYC.com for details 
and follow us on Facebook 

BY MARY JANE MUSSANO
The Waterbury LaSalle 

Community Association 
would like to thank the can-
didates for City Council who 
attended our forum.  John 
Cerini, John Doyle, Mark 
Gjonaj, Alex Gomez and Vic-
tor Ortiz did a great job and 
we thank them for attending.  
Three candidates did not par-
ticipate.  John Marano stepped 
down as a candidate and Mar-
jorie Velasquez-Lynch and 
Muhammad Abuhaikal did 
not attend.  It says a lot when 
a candidate is a no-show at 
such an important event.  So, 

please keep this in mind when 
it is time to vote.  Hopefully, 
they will attend the next can-
didates event so that we can 
learn more about them.

The City Council person 
is one of our most important 
electeds because many of the 
issues we have in our commu-
nity are issues that come be-
fore the City Council for con-
sideration.  Most residents in 
our community feel that over-
development and all of the 
problems that it causes is a 
very high priority.  This is an 
issue that we must work with 
our City Council person on 

and if that person is inexperi-
enced or if they feel that this 
issue is not a high priority 
then we will not be successful 
in combatting our problems 
with overdevelopment.  It is 
crucial that the person who is 
willing and able to to stand up 
to a mayor who favors devel-
opers over residents wins our 

vote.
So, we must be educated 

on every candidates platform, 
their voting record and who 
their associates and donors 
are. 

 This is why we worked so 
hard to bring you this forum.  
Casting an educated vote will 
make our community the very 
best it can be.  We are lucky to 
live in such a great commu-
nity.  Let’s work together and 
with every elected to make it 
even greater.

June Meeting

Please remember that our 
June meeting has changed 

from June 27 to June 30.  We 
are trying to get our new dis-
trict manager to be our guest 
speaker.  We should know if 
he can attend by the next col-
umn.

Public Hearing

There will be a public hear-
ing concerning the proposal 
for a group home at 2717 Gif-
ford Avenue by Unique People 
Services.  The hearing will be 
on Tuesday, June 13 at 7 p.m. 
at Fort Schuyler House at 3077 
Cross Bronx Expressway.  
Please alert your neighbors 
and come to the meeting with 
suggestions or concerns.

Use these tips to start your 
day off right. 

1. Be still for fi ve minutes. 
Before getting out of bed 
breathe deeply and be calm. 
This will help you get your 
thoughts together to take on 
your day!

2. Drink a glass of water. 

Keep a glass of water by your 
bed. Drink the whole glass 
when you wake up. Your 
mind and body need lots of 
water to become alert.

3. Smile! When you wake 
up, give the world a big smile. 
Your mind and body are 
linked. When you smile, your 

Get energized to start your day off right
body sends a message to your 
mind that you are happy.

4. Stay away from screens. 
Get ready for your day before 
you check emails, social me-
dia, or the news. This will 
help you to leave your house 
on time.

5. Eat a smart breakfast. 

Eat foods high in protein and 
fi ber in the morning to make 
you feel awake and alert. 
This will also keep you full 
until your next meal.

6. Connect with someone. 
Tell a loved one how great 
they look or send a happy 
message to a friend. Mak-

ing others feel good will help 
you start your day on a good 
note.

To learn more about 
wellness contact the Well-
ness Department at Commu-
nity Healthcare Network at 
(212) 432-8494 or wellness@
chnnyc.org
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Bharati Kemraj (front, c), Bharati Dance Academy and Foundation founder; Nicholas Himidian, 
Jr., (back, c) Community Board 9 chairman with several community and youth volunteers.

Photo courtesy of Bharati Kemraj

Bharati Dance Academy and the Bharati Foundation along with several community mem-
bers, youth and other local groups all volunteered their time to honor those who have 
served our country and now rest at Woodlawn Cemetery at a Memorial Day Flagging over 
Memorial Day Weekend. Volunteers placed a fl ag at every one of the more than 6,500 grave 
sites and inurnments on the grounds.

WOODLAWN CEMETERY MEMORIAL DAY FLAGGING

(l-r) Petra Mulett, Juana Cruz, Maria Abril, Dionisia Blychanton and Linda Rodriguez proudly 
displayed their award certifi cates. Photo by Miriam Quin

Melinda Gonzalez (2nd from r), BombaYo co-founder, honored (l-r) Johnny Colon, Mikole 
Vasquez and Sarai Santiago at this year’s celebration. Photo by Miriam Quin

(l-r) Jose Ortiz, Dr. Drum founder and Melinda Gonzalez with honorees Emerita Foster and 
Carmen ‘Tita’ Ramos. Photo by Miriam Quin

Jose Ortiz and Melinda Gonzalez (r) with honorees (l-r) Mulett, Cruz, Abril, Blychanton and 
Rodriguez. Photo by Miriam Quin

BombaYo hosted its ninth annual BomBarBecue on Sunday, May 28 at the Andrew Freedman House’s lawn. The fun-fi lled community event featured live music and dancing, an award 
ceremony and a Boricua barbecue.

BOMBAYO’S 9TH ANNUAL BOMBARBECUE

Senator Klein (c) congratulated this year’s winning student artists. Photo by Ray Maldonado

Throggs Neck Community Action Partnership hosted its poster campaign ceremony ‘Unity 
in the Community’ on Friday, June 2 at the Jeanne Jugan Residence. Approximately 20 
students from Throggs Neck schools were honored for participating in a poster campaign 
displaying the importance of diversity.

TNCAP’S COMMUNITY POSTER CAMPAIGN
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(L-r) Michael DiMurro, CEC 11 vice president, and Gene DeFrancis, AIM di-
rector.

BY GENE DEFRANCIS
In order to nurture and de-

velop more small businesses 
and encourage local entre-
preneurs we have developed 
a plan and are now putting it 
into action!

The Incubator will help 
plant the seed in the commu-
nity to bring more small busi-
nesses to our community.

Do you make candles, jew-
elry, clothing or other arts 
and craft items you think the 
public would love but you are 
not able to get the loan or sup-
port to open your own shop?

If you have a product or a 
passion but don’t have the fi -
nancial resources and clien-
tele to open a brick and mor-
tar shop, then this is for you.

Every Friday, Saturday 
and Sunday between 8 a.m. to 
7 p.m., now until New Years 
you can rent a 4-foot table in 
our ,930 Allerton Avenue lo-
cation.

We will fi t fi ve to six tables 
each weekend.  You can regis-
ter for one weekend or every 
weekend. 

You can set up your table 
Friday morning and leave it 
until Sunday night.  It’s in-
doors, so rain or shine.  Bring 
your own promotional mate-
rial.  Build your clientele and 
brand loyalty.

Serious inquiries only. 
This is not a garage sale or 
fl ea market.  No food, tobacco, 
or drink items. 

Registration fee is $105 per 

weekend (Fri, Sat ,Sun), which 
breaks down to only $35 each 
day. Must register and com-
mit for the entire weekend.

We reserve the right to se-
lect which applications we 
will accept.  And you must 
pay in full before set-up date.

All interested are wel-
come to email us Allerton-
Merchants@gmail.com and 
we can schedule an interview 
date.

Spread the word and to-
gether we can help small 
businesses grow and fl ourish 
on Allerton! Maybe you want 
to open the...Allerton Candle 
Shop...Allerton Book Shop...
Allerton Soap Store....Aller-
ton Baby Store?

Or perhaps you craft your 
own jewelry, customize your 
own shirts, Sell and promote 
your artwork. Lots of options 
and we are here to help offer 
guidance and feedback.

The goal is to fi ll the av-
enue with more variety and 
dynamic stores that will suc-
ceed and fl ourish for genera-
tions to come, and there is no 
pressure. If your store or idea 
does not work then you at-
tempted with minimal dam-
age and at least you can say 
you tried.

You will be responsible for 
building your client base and 
promotions and like every-
thing in life ... the more you 
put in the more you will likely 
get out of it.

Registration has begun 

and you can visit the offi ce 
at 930 Allerton Avenue any 
day between 11 a.m. to 5 p.m.  
Or email us at AllertonMer-
chants@gmail.com.

On to other notes... Thank 
you to the Community Educa-
tion Council of District 11 for 
recognizing our work in the 
community. It was an honor to 
receive your Good Neighbor 
Award and we are dedicated 
to continue our work with the 
youth in our community. We 
have so much faith and belief 
in them and want to give them 
every opportunity to succeed. 
Allerton is stronger when our 
youth are confi dent, happy, 
and encouraged.

With that, we need our ed-
ucators to know we appreci-
ate them. It is a diffi cult and 
important job they have. Let 
them know we care often and 
always. We have to work to-
gether not against each other.

Food Festival is approach-
ing fast, Saturday June 24. 
Time is running out to re-
serve your table and spon-
sor. Be sure to tell your neigh-
bors. We want everyone to 
know they are welcome and 
invited.

To maximize communica-
tion, make sure your neigh-
bors are on our Facebook 
page - Allerton International 
Merchants Association Inc. 
Tell everyone you know to 
join the conversation.

If you refer someone to our 
Facebook page, tell them to 
comment in the designated 
thread thanking you for re-
ferring them.

For each referral/thank 
you receive you will be en-
tered into a free drawing to 
attend the Tuesday, June 20 
Yankees vs Angels game at 
Yankee Stadium.

So get the word out be-
tween June 5 to June 15 for 
your chance to win those tick-
ets!

Finally, we want to thank 
Beth Abraham leadership for 
reaching out to us and having 
a very productive and infor-
mative meeting. Their tran-
sition has not been an easy 
one to say the least and we are 
happy to report that commu-
nication has been restored. 
We are excited about working 
together for the betterment of 
Allerton and our future.

We must all do our part 
and work together because 

St. Raymond High School 
for Boys, in conjunction with 
the school’s alumni associa-
tion, announced the launch of 
the Ravens Forever Endow-
ment for the continued and se-
cured prosperity of the school. 
The mission of this endowment 
is to guarantee the school’s abil-
ity to continue to launch suc-
cessful, well prepared young 
Christian men forward into 
the world.

A grateful St. Raymond 
Alum, who wishes to remain 
anonymous, has established a 
permanent endowment with an 
initial contribution of $250,000 
and a pledge to reach over 
$1,000,000 in the near future. 
This fi nancial commitment 
will endow a visionary prom-
ise to the students of the high 
school that will ensure the on-
going and perpetual availabil-
ity of a superior Catholic educa-
tion for generations to come.

“Building on a legacy that 
has long produced the leaders 

of tomorrow, the Ravens For-
ever Endowment will fortify St. 
Raymond’s future and enhance 
our preparation of students to 
be the next generation of big 
thinkers and Lasallian lead-
ers,” said St. Raymond princi-
pal Judith Carew. “At St. Ray-
mond, we pride ourselves on 
being a community that mir-
rors a supportive family, and 
this generous alum, coming 
together with the Alumni As-
sociation for the betterment of 
our school, is a direct refl ection 
of that. The Ravens Forever En-
dowment will ensure not only 
that our current students are 
receiving the education they’ll 
need to be leaders in our world, 
but that generations of Ravens 
to come will have a shot at that 
same success. We are grateful 
for our dedicated alumni, their 
generous gift, and their con-
cern for the future of St. Ray-
mond.”

With the Ravens Forever 
Endowment beginning, the 

goal of the school will be to con-
tinue to grow the fund through 
the generosity of its alumni and 
supporters. 

“The creation of this Ra-
vens Forever Endowment is 
an exciting opportunity for 
our entire 8,000 alumni, span-
ning 57 years, to join in secur-
ing the future for those who 
make us great: our students, 
our faculty and our alumni” 
said Bob Brilla ’70 president of 
the St. Raymond Alumni Asso-
ciation. “You do not have to do-
nate $250,000 to take part. Any 
gifts, pledges, even bequests, 
directed to the endowment will 
be added to the fund and help to 
provide support in perpetuity 
to keep the school great. I chal-
lenge all alumni to join us on 
this transformational journey 
of building on the legacy of the 
De La Salle Christian Brothers 
who started it all for us.”

For more information on 
the Ravens Forever Endow-
ment and how contributions 

can be made, contact Christina 
DeCrescenzo at cdecrescenzo@

St. Ray HS launches $1 million alumni endowment
straymondhighschool.org or 
(718) 824.5050 ext 40. 

The USCG Auxiliary 
Flotilla 05-04 City Island 
will conduct an About Boat-
ing Safely class starting on 
Monday, June 12 at 7 p.m. 
Certifi ed Coast Guard Aux-
iliary instructors will take 
you through the basics of 
Recreational Boating.  The 
course will run three con-
secutive Mondays, June 12, 
19, and 26 from 7 to 10 p.m.. 
It will be held at the Harlem 
Yacht Club, 417 Hunter Av-
enue. You must attend all 
three classes and pass a fi -
nal exam in order to receive 
your certifi cation.  This be-
ginners course will give you 
basic knowledge for the safe 
operation of your boat.  The 

class covers Introduction to 
boating, Boating Law, Boat 
Safety Equipment, Navigat-
ing Safely, Boating Prob-
lems, Trailoring and Pro-
tecting your Boat. Many boat 
insurance companies offer 
discounts to policy holders 
who successfully complete a 
Boat Safety Class.  

The cost for the class is 
$55, which covers materials 
and testing. The proceeds 
fund the ongoing missions 
of the USCG Auxiliary Flo-
tilla 05-04 City Island.  To 
register call (646) 739-7029 or 
via email at:  uscgaux.John-
Rivera@gmail.com or go to 
the Flotilla website at http://
a0140504.wow.uscgaux.info/

Boating Safely class
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(l-r) Ed Mcgee, commander Guy Richardson, 
Charles McDougall and Christine Ryall placed 
a patriotic wreath at the war memorial. 
 Photo by Aracelis Batista

Throggs Neck Memorial Post 1456 honored 
our nation’s brave men and women who 
gave all to defend their country at its annual 
Memorial Day Ceremony on Monday, May 29. 
The somber event featured a color guard, a 
wreath laying ceremony and a 21 gun salute 
as Bronxites paid their respects.

THROGGS NECK
POST 1456’S 

MEMORIAL DAY 
CEREMONY

Post 1456’s Jerry Artz honored the memory of 
all American veterans during the ceremony.
 Photo by Aracelis Batista

Honoree Jacqueline Gonzalez graciously ac-
cepted her awards and fl owers from TNVAC. 
 Photo courtesy of Throggs Neck Volunteer 
Ambulance Corps.

Throggs Neck Volunteer Ambulance Corps 
hosted its Women in Emergency Medical 
Service Luncheon on Sunday, May 21. This 
year’s honoree was Jacqueline Gonzalez, an 
EMT at Senior Care, Richmond County Am-
bulance and Jamaica Hospital, who was cho-
sen for her hard work and dedication to all 
of her jobs. Gonzalez is a CPR instructor who 
recently held a class at the mayor’s offi ce 
and is a certifi ed lab instructor responsible 
for training new EMTs.

GONZALEZ
NAMED EMS

 WOMAN OF THE YEAR
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The dynamism of the Bronx 
was evident in Bronx Week 
2017 activities and BronxNet is 
sharing it all. 

Each year during Bronx 
Week, the Bronx Ball and the 
Bronx Parade, celebrates nota-
ble people born or raised in the 
borough and inducts them into 
the Bronx Walk of Fame.  

Immerse yourself in the 
Bronx Ball and Bronx Parade 
festivities on BronxNet, with 
2017 honorees singer/song-
writer Prince Royce, hip-hop 
artist/producer Funkmaster 
Flex, Actress Selenis Leyna, 
and medical innovator Dr. 
Manny Villafana.

 Other Bronx Week events 

of interest being broadcast on 
BronxNet include the Cente-
narian Celebration, the Busi-
ness Day Luncheon, a Veter-
an’s Appreciation Breakfast, 
and Montefi ore’s Healthy Store 
Initiative/Bodga Walk. Experi-
ence The Bronx Ball on Bronx-
Net channel 67-Optimum and 
33-Fios, and on the web at www.
bronxnet.tv on Saturday, June 
10, and June 17 at 9 p.m.; Sun-
day, June 11, and June 18 at 4 
p.m. and Thursday, June 15 and 
June 22 at 6:30 p.m.  

Watch Bronx Week High-
lights on the same channels on 
Saturday, June 10 and June 17 
at 7 p.m.;  Sunday, June 11 and 
June 18 at 2 p.m. and Thursday, 

June 15 and June 22 at 7 p.m. 
Visit: www.bronxnet.tv for the 
full schedule.

Bronx Week, an annual 
event presented by Borough 
President Ruben Diaz Jr. and 
co-produced by the Bronx Tour-
ism Council and the Bronx 
Overall Economic Develop-
ment Corporation, features an 
array of activities that show-
case the borough’s vibrant life 
and growth.  

 “I want to thank Bronx-
Net for their extensive cover-
age of this year’s Bronx Week 
2017 festivities,” said Diaz. “For 
countless years, BronxNet has 
provided vital information 
and programming that is per-

tinent to our communities in 
the Bronx. Whether it is their 
broadcast or digital platforms, 
Bronxnet does a spectacular job 
in keeping local constituents 
informed about the wonderful 
things happening throughout 
the borough. Check out Bronx-
Nets re-broadcasts, through-
out the week, to take a peek 
at all our Bronx Week events 
that took place; and witness the 
growth that our borough is ex-
periencing.”  

Bronx Tourism Council 
executive director Olga Luz 
Tirado commented, “Bronx 
Week, and particularly the 
Bronx Ball, are such highly-an-
ticipated events in the borough. 

That we get to relive the experi-
ence through this broadcast is 
an amazing experience!”

“The Bronx is bustling with 
wonderful places, resources, 
cultures and opportunities, 
and the honorees celebrated 
during Bronx Week are refl ec-
tions of all the amazing people 
that make up our borough. We 
are pleased to work in partner-
ship with Borough President 
Ruben Diaz Jr., The BOEDC, 
and the Bronx Tourism Coun-
cil to showcase the Bronx on 
your BronxNet channels, as 
we bring you full coverage of 
Bronx Week,” said BronxNet 
executive director Michael 
Max Knobbe.

Bronx Week gets an encore on BronxNet

Simone Development Com-
panies has signed a new lease 
with The New Jewish Home, 
one of the nation’s largest and 
most diversifi ed not-for-profi t 
geriatric health and rehabili-
tation systems, totaling 49,739 
square feet of offi ce and adult 
day services space at 1200 Wa-
ters Place at the Hutchinson 
Metro Center.

The New Jewish Home 
signed the long-term lease for 
the fi rst and second fl oors of 
1200 Waters Place, a 460,000 
square-foot mixed-use build-
ing within the sprawling offi ce 
complex.

The New Jewish Home signs Hutch Metro lease
James D. MacDonald, vice 

president of Leasing, and Josh 
Gopan, director of Leasing for

Hutch Metro Center, repre-
sented the owner, Simone De-
velopment, in the transaction. 
Brian Weld and Matt Etlinger 
of Cushman & Wakefi eld, rep-
resented The New Jewish 
Home.

“This deal is yet another ex-
ample of the Hutch Metro Cen-
ter’s being the destination of 
choice for major service pro-
viders and offi ce tenants in 
the Bronx,” said MacDonald. 
“Offering convenient access 
to Manhattan, Queens, Long 

Island and Westchester, the 
Hutch Metro Center offers the 
convenience of a suburban of-
fi ce park setting in the heart of 
New York City.”

Audrey Weiner, president 
and CEO, The New Jewish 
Home said, “The new location 
will unite what are now two 
separate adult day centers in 
a single state-of-the-art facil-
ity. The physical design will 
support a diverse array of pro-
grams, including programs for 
the very frail, the cognitively 
impaired, and those needing 
rehab. These advantages, com-
bined with our person-directed 

approach to care, will make the 
new center extraordinary.” 

Simone Development’s 
Hutchinson Metro Center is 
one of the most successful com-
mercial projects in the history 
of the Bronx, totaling over 1.4 
million square feet of offi ce, 
medical and retail space that is 
occupied by some of the leading 
medical, educational and gov-
ernment tenants in New York 
City, including Montefi ore 
Hospital, Visiting Nurse Ser-
vices, Affi nity Health Systems, 
Mercy College, the NYC Hous-
ing Authority, the IRS and the 
NYC Administration of Chil-

dren’s Services among doz-
ens of tenants employing over 
6,000 individuals. The campus 
is also home to a Marriott Res-
idence Inn, the borough’s only 
national fl ag hotel, LA Fitness, 
Applebee’s and other retailers.

The property at 1200 Waters 
Place is a 460,000-square-foot 
modern offi ce building featur-
ing three fl oors of Class A offi ce 
space and a host of outstand-
ing amenities including a full-
service Café with landscaped 
courtyard, Fitness Center, 
Teleconference Center, Child 
Care Center, Sundry Shop and 
abundant parking.

BY CHRYS NAPOLITANO
The Stoneledge Farm CSA 

truck has left our site in Lo-
cust Point to make deliveries 
at two new Bronx CSA sites:  
Parkchester and P.S. 83.   We 
waved goodbye as he drove 
off and set up our site by sort-
ing, stacking and labeling the 
crates of four different lettuces, 
bok choi, Chinese cabbage, rhu-
barb, radishes and potted basil 
seedlings.  The seedlings, in 
biodegradable pots, are a new 
item this year.  So is the dried 
bean share, which a few of our 
members have decided to try.

While the season has al-
ready started, we can still sign 
up members until the end of 
June and have a few spaces left.  
Contact me at cnapolitano491@
gmail.com if you want a half 
share or go to www.stoneledge.
farm and sign up for a full 
share.

On Saturday, June 3 Sher-
rill Cropper and I tabled at the 
Throggs Neck Merchants As-
sociation Sidewalk Sale.  We 
were there to promote a really 

exciting initiative that we’re 
working on called the North-
east Bronx Community Farm-
ers Market Project and got 77 
names on our mailing list. It 
was sort of funny how people 
were walking towards our ta-
ble and trying to not make eye 
contact with us, after all, we 
were holding the dreaded clip-
board.  But once they heard, 
‘farmers market in Throggs 
Neck’, folks turned around, 
smiled and signed the mailing 
list.  We got to talk to some re-
ally wonderful families that 
were so interested and excited 
about what we’re doing.

Now, you may be asking 
where the farmers market will 
be.  As you may know, I have 
been tending a small garden 
at Preston High School.  Pres-
ton has wanted to host a farm-
ers market and a few weeks ago 
they confi rmed that they would 
like to let us run one on their 
property as well as allowing us 
to enlarge and fence in the ex-
isting garden.   

We’ve already planted 20 

tomato plants.  We will con-
tinue to grow Serrano peppers 
for Bronx Hot Sauce and we 
planted an additional dozen 
pepper plants in other sweet 
and hot varieties.  This year 
will be an experiment in grow-
ing more vegetables and may 
result in a pop up market stand 
if we’re lucky. 

The site is perfect for a 
farmers market.  First of all, 
one of the biggest challenges 
for a community garden and/
or farmers market is access to 
a site.  That hurdle was easy to 
solve as Preston actually is ask-
ing us to do this.  The next chal-
lenge is access for deliveries.  
You never want to have a farm-
ers market at a site where farm-
ers are going to get ticketed for 
parking their trucks during 

a delivery, plus you want to 
make sure customers can park 
too.  With two parking lots and 
plenty of frontage on the street, 
I don’t believe this will be a 
problem either. 

We are shooting for June 
2018 and are working on get-
ting our 501c3 status, creating 
our organizational strategy 
and getting the buzz started.   I 
am really excited to have Sher-
rill along for the ride, plus one 
of this year’s 25 Bronx Infl uen-
tial Women, Lourdes Melendez 
Gamez, is also on our board.  
Our main focus is going to be 
educational as we feel strongly 
that simply providing access 
to fresh food is not enough.   
“Community” is another big 
part of our effort and we’re 
hoping to get other gardeners 
involved so that what we’re 
selling is truly benefi tting our 
local economy. 

It’s a big idea, but we’ve got 
a three year plan and we’re de-
termined women.  We’ve seen 
how much the CSA means to 
the families involved, we’ve 

seen how it helps folks under-
stand what “seasonal and lo-
cal” truly means.  We also re-
alize that CSA is not perfect for 
everyone and our community 
needs not only a farmers mar-
ket but a Fresh Food Box site as 
well.  Creating this non profi t 
entity will allow us to access 
grant funding to help make 
these initiatives happen.  We 
feel like this is the next step in 
the progression.

If you would like to be on 
the mailing list, email me at 
cnapolitano491@gmail.com 
and we’ll keep you in the loop 
as our plans develop.  We’re 
looking for not only customers 
(the most important part of the 
equation!), but other gardeners, 
vendors and others who would 
like to help by volunteering or 
donating to our fundraising ef-
forts.  So spread the word and 
let your neighbors know that 
there’s big doings here in the 
Bronx.

In the meantime, be the 
change you want to see in the 
world.
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Commitment
Dedication
Excellence

Please join us in recognizing the
25 Bronx Infl uential Women of 2017!

These special words are reserved for those individuals who have devoted their own life 
to improve the lives of others. This year the Bronx Times, through a series of in-depth 
profi les, salutes 25 Infl uential Bronx Women. Each woman’s unique accomplishments 
will be highlighted in a keepsake publication on June 23, 2017.

Sara Bonizio
Metro Optics

Sulma Arzu-Brown
Boogie Down Grind Café

Lorraine C. Corsa, Esq.
The Columbian Lawyers First

Judicial Department

Carolina DiFuccia
Our Lady of Mt. Carmel Church

Josephine Fanelli 
Principal of St. Theresa School

President of FIAME

Bernadette Ferrara
President/Van Nest

Neighborhood Alliance

Lourdes Melendez-Gamez
Confetti Kids, Inc.

Roberta Gjonaj
RN/School Nurse

Kerry A. Lee
Montefi ore Health System

Melissa Libran
Windows of Hip Hop, Inc.

Ana Melendez
We Stay/Nos Quedamos, Inc.

Carolyn Murphy
Country Bank

Mary H. Murray
National Council of Negro Woman

Karen Rauhauser Nani
The Island Current Newspaper

Yasmin Cruz-Otero
Image Marketing Inc.

Milagros Baez O’toole
Acacia Network

Bronx Lebanon Hospital

Dana Carotenuto Rico
 Senator Jeffrey Klein’s offi ce

Tamara Rivera
New York City District Council of 

Carpenters  Council Representative

Frances Ann Rodriguez
Roberto Clement State Park/New 

York State Offi ce of Parks &
Recreation & Historic Preservation

Maria Rodriguez
Argus Community Inc.

Melissa Salguero
P.S. 48/Joseph R. Drake

Elementary School

Carolyn Luella Smith
Bronxnet Cable Show

Marlene Taylor PA-C
Montefi ore Medical Center
Infectious Disease Clinic

Evelyn Torres
Foxy Family

Dr. Valerie M. Washington
Bronx Children’s Museum

Call 718-260-4593 For Journal Advertising Rates
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500+ miles. 7 days.
to end cancer
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EmpireStateRide.com
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Upcoming Wave Hill program and highlights
Wave Hill highlights in-

clude: 
Saturday, June 17: Wood-

working: Garden Trellis 
Workshop: Trellises perform 
double-duty, supporting ram-
bling vines and serving as 
ornamental garden features. 
With master carpenter and Di-
rector of Facilities Frank Per-
rone as your guide, construct 
a vertical, fan-shaped trellis 
to spruce up a wall indoors or 
out (vines optional). No previ-
ous carpentry skills required. 

Saturday, June 17; Sunday, 
June 18: Family Art Project: 
Big Hand, Little Hand Using 
plaster of Paris, create an ex-
act replica of your hand and 
the hand of one of your fam-
ily members—maybe Dad’s! 
Then, build onto your plas-

ter hands with metallic and 
natural materials like leaves, 
sticks and stems. 

Saturday, June 17; Sunday, 
June 18: Garden Highlights 
Walk: Join in for an hour-long 
tour of seasonal garden high-
lights. F

Saturday, June 17: Wave 
Hill History Walk: Discover 
the fascinating history of 
Wave Hill’s architecture and 
landscape on a walk with a 
Wave Hill Garden Guide. Hear 
about the people who once 
called Wave Hill home, among 
them Mark Twain, Theodore 
Roosevelt, Bashford Dean and 
Arturo Toscanini. Free with 
admission to the grounds.

Saturday, June 17: Gal-
lery Tour: Wave Hill’s Curato-
rial Fellow will lead a tour of 

current exhibitions in Glyn-
dor Gallery. The group show, 
Outcasts: Women in the Wil-
derness, explores how women 
have been treated and por-
trayed as outcasts in history, 
myth and biblical legend. In 
the Sunroom Project Space, 
Sonya Blesofsky’s sculptural 
installation is inspired by 
the history of Glyndor House, 
while Sindy Butz’s includes 
enlarged photographs and 
videos of her performing with 
Wave Hill fi replaces. 

Sunday, June 18: Yoga 
in the Garden: Participants 
should bring a mat, dress ap-
propriately and expect to be 
outside, unless precipitation 
or excessive humidity occurs. 
Classes are offered in partner-
ship with Yoga Haven. All lev-

els welcome. 
 Sunday, June 18: In The 

Shop: Father’s Day!: Spend $75 
and receive a Wave Hill base-
ball cap for Dad!

Wave Hill is located at 675 
West 252nd Street. For further 
information regarding costs 
and directions, call (718) 549-
3200, ext. 232.

Wave Hill’s Family Art Project Butterfl y Habitat Hats participants.      
                                Photo  by Joshua Bright 
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We’ll help take the mystery 
out of cremation.

Family Owned & Operated for over 60 years

Benjamin T. Babbitt, the Baking Soda King, interred in Woodlawn

The Benjamin and Rebecca Babbitt grave marker at the Highland Plot in 
Woodlawn Cemetery as it looked on Wednesday, August 22, 2012.   

The next time you fi nd 
yourself wandering around 
Woodlawn Cemetery enjoy-
ing its manicured lawns and 
scarce majestic trees such as 
the giant white oak, the weep-
ing beech, or umbrella pine, 
meander over to the Highland 
plot off Ravine Avenue.     

There up on the hill, out of 
sight from the roadway, you 
will notice a grand monument 
bearing an ornate sacropha-
gus held aloft.  It adorns the 
Babbitt Family plot and was 
erected at the request of mil-
lionaire inventor Benjamin 
Babbitt’s family.

Benjamin Todd Babbitt 
was born on May 1, 1809 in 
Westmoreland, New York to 
Nathaniel and Betsey Holman 
Babbitt.  

Nathaniel was an ensign in 
the Oneida County militia and 
a blacksmith as well as being a 
farmer and the proprietor of a 
local tavern.  Benjamin helped 
out at the family farm and re-
ceived a well-rounded educa-
tion becoming profi cient as a 
machinist and wheelwright 
and even fi nding time to study 
chemistry.

 When he was just 22, he 
opened his fi rst machine shop 
on the Mohawk River in Lit-

tle Falls, New York where he 
manufactured pumps and mo-
tors including one of the fi rst 
practicable lawn mowers.  

Little Falls is located just 
east of Utica in Herkimer 
County, New York.  The ad-
jective little is used because 
there’s a larger waterfall in 
nearby Cohoes.  Babbitt re-
mained at the shop until a 
fl ood destroyed it in 1934.  He 
then moved to New York City.  

He turned his attention to 
manufacturing in New York 
and took full advantage of the 
large population in the big 
city.  His fi rst product was bak-
ing soda which he produced 
from his own patent and sold 
in small usable packets that 
were well-marked and attrac-
tive.  He knew the value of eye-
appeal and found a great deal 
of success.  He had actually 
cornered the market on bak-
ing soda.  

It was so successful that 
he soon added baking powder 
and then soap powder.

He developed a great deal 
of skill in marketing and by 
1851 he began manufacturing 
soap in small usable bars to 
give his product the broadest 
appeal possible.  

He was the fi rst to try this 
method of selling soap and 
made sure that his soap bars 
were attractively packaged 
and well advertised.  Needless 
to say, he was extremely suc-
cessful as he not only manu-
factured his products, but also 
the machines that were used 
to create and package them.  

He controlled the entire 
process and was among the 
fi rst to offer free samples and 
free tours of his plants.  The 
phrase “Get on the band-
wagon” is thought to come 
from him as that was one 
method he uses to sell his 
soap.  He used a brightly col-
ored streetcar with a band to 
attract attention.  

Benjamin Babbitt passed 
away on October 20, 1889 leav-
ing an estate of about fi ve mil-

lion dollars to his wife and two 
daughters.  One daughter, Lil-
lian Babbitt Hyde (1856-1939), 
established a foundation in 
1924 and served as the presi-

dent until her death in 1939.  
Benjamin’s wife, Rebecca, is 
interred high on that knoll in 
Woodlawn Cemetery with her 
husband.

REPRINTED FROM 8/30/2012
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The Bronx County Historical 

Society, 3309 Bainbridge Avenue, 
will offer the following:

Historic Walk Tour: Norwood – 
The Northern Community: Satur-
day, June 24, 11 a.m.: Located in the 
north central section of The Bronx, 
Norwood holds a rich historic heri-
tage, honored with street names and 
structures that hark back to earlier 
times. Join BCHS program director 
Angel Hernandez on a historic stroll 
through Norwood. 

He will bring you to the Museum 
of Bronx History, the Bronx County 
Archives, and other neighborhood 
jewels. The tour will start at the Mo-
sholu Parkway #4 train station on 
Jerome Avenue. 

Take buses Bx #1, #2, #10, #28, 
Manhattan Express BxM4, or Bee-
Line buses #4, #20, #21. Each tour 
costs $10 for BCHS members, $20 for 
non-members. Contact the society at 
(718) 881-8900 to reserve your spot. 
The tours generally run about two 
hours.

Free Lecture: How Redlining De-
fined the Bronx and America: Satur-
day, June 10, 1 p.m.: Researcher and 
writer Gregory Jost will discuss how 
explicit Jim Crow New Deal-era fed-
eral housing policies designed rac-
ism into the structures and systems 
of cities across the country. 

Instituted through a series of 239 
maps and accompanying area de-
scriptions, redlining structuralized 
the connection between race, place, 
and value, laying the foundation for 
policy after policy that would pre-
serve and expand a massive racial 
wealth gap and vast inequalities in 
housing, education, health, and po-
licing. 

Through this framework, the his-
tory of our borough takes on new 
significance, contributing to the na-
tional conversation on race and in-
equality. This lecture will be held at 
The Bronx County Archives located 
at 3313 Bainbridge Avenue, The 
Bronx, New York 10467. 

For directions, call (718) 881-8900. 
There is limited capacity and the fa-
cility is wheelchair accessible. 

* * *

For the past 17 years, the Bronx 

Academy of Arts and Dance 
(BAAD!) has marked LGBTQ pride 
month by presenting the Bronx’s 
only consistent gay pride celebra-
tion - The Out Like That! Festival.  
The events takes place at BAAD!’s 
home at 2474 Westchester Avenue 
from Thursday, June 8 through Sat-
urday, June 24, with a fierce line-up 
of dance, theatre, film and wonder-
ful performances featuring queer 
artists from the Bronx and beyond.  

For information and directions 
call (718) 918-2110 or visit www.

BAADBronx.org.
The Out Like That 2017 festival 

performance schedule is as follows:
Thursday, June 8 at 8 p.m., $10, 

Bohemian Night: Off Off Broadway: 
Yoseli Castillo brings La Noche Bo-
hemia / Bohemian Night to the 
Bronx! This bilingual LGBTQ open 
mic has been around since 2005 in 
Washington Heights. The medium 
this time is theater and the featured 
artists are actors Andres “Chulisi” 
Rodriguez, Mariposa Fernandez 
and Marcus Potts. The open mic is 
open to other artistic disciplines. As 
usual, Cany de La Vega DJs. 

Friday, June 9 at 8 p.m., $20, $15: 
Out Dance! : Through the beauty, 
daring and grace of dance, this 
shared bill of choreographers ex-
press their strength and pride with 
contemporary dance, House moves 
and even Indian dance by Anooj 
Bhandari, ColemanCollective, Filip 
A. Condeescu, Linda LaBeija, James 
LaTeek, Jordan Martin, Nikolai 
McKenzie and Kiran Rajagopalan.

Friday and Saturday, June 16 
and 17 at 8 p.m., $20, $15: Richard Ri-
vera/Physual presents Bach 2 The 
Red Zone: Bach 2 the Red Zone revis-
its moments of personal growth, ac-
ceptance and self-realization. Invok-
ing a space that liberated the body 
and provided pulses that stirred the 
spirit to dance, the journey of Bach 2 
the Red Zone finds inspiration in the 
classical moves of an elaborate club 
culture, circa late 80’s early 90’s. 
With Alethea Pace, Alexx Shilling, 
Jule Jo Ramirez, Aya Saotome, Ari 
Garcia, Ricardo McKenzie, Wesley 
McIntyre and Jaime Dyre.

Sunday, June 18 at 2 p.m. Open 
Gallery, 4 p.m. Performance, $10: 
#Queer #SouthAsian #Diaspora: 
#NOTENSION2017: #NoTension2017 
is a celebratory showcase of queer 
South Asian diaspora creatives: 
artists whose background is from 
and whose work is situated in Af-
ghanistan, Bangladesh, Bhutan, In-
dia, Maldives, Nepal, Pakistan, Sri 
Lanka, Tibet and the large diaspora. 
The first iteration of #NoTension 
will host the #BRWNISGLD partic-
ipatory art space, original art ven-
dors, community organizations, 
local diaspora chefs, and a multime-
dia performance showcase hosted by 
Desi drag queen LaWhore Vagistan. 

#NoTension is a collaboration be-
tween Daya Arts and BAAD! Bronx 
Academy of Art and Dance. Co-cu-
rated by Kiran Rajagopalan and 
Anuva Kalawar.

Monday, June 19 at 7 p.m., free: 
Courageous Conversations: Strate-
gies for Living and Loving in Amer-
ica  with Kiara St. James and Jamal 
T. Lewis : Kiara St. James, the dy-
namic director of New York Trans 

Advocacy Group, and Jamal T. 
Lewis, the fearless cultural worker, 
artist and director of the upcoming 
documentary, No Fats, No Fems, 
lead this installment of Courageous 
Conversations. BAAD!’s new series 
of free topical talks and resilience 
workshops is led by leading thinkers 
and doers from the arts, media and 
politics is followed by a facilitated/
open community forum for queer 
people on how to navigate and thrive 
in the current political climate.

Thursday and Friday, June 22 
and 23 at 8 p.m., $15, $10: I Just Love 
Andy Gibb, written and directed by 
Charles Rice-González: In “I Just 
Love Andy Gibb” two characters 
have a conversation across time 
– the late 1970s and today. Roy is a 
dark-skinned teenager in 1978 who 
is obsessed with teen pop idol Andy 
Gibb and Carlos is a 40+ Papi living 
in current times who feels “woke” to 
the oppression he has navigated as a 
Black, Latino gay man in the Bronx. 
Through a hiccup in time brought on 
by a shared fascination with youth, 
men and pop culture, they traverse 
through a maze of race and desire. 

Bronx County Historical Society walking tour; 
Bronx Academy of Arts and Dance celebration

Cast: Johnathan Cedano, Carlos Ro-
sario, William Jimenez and Maria 
Lagranje.

Saturday, June 24 at 8 p.m., $15, 
$10: Susana Cook: Non-Consensual 
Relationships With Ghosts: Origi-
nally presented at La MaMa, Susana 
Cook’s new work reveals that the 
ghosts of totalitarian past and pres-
ent haunt our stories. 

The narrative that got us here no 
longer serves us. Thus, immigrants 
and refugees respond with urgency 
to resist and survive, creating a the-
atrical language of dissent and plea-
sure. Susana Cook redefines pres-
ence, the energy of the people who 
inhabit our life, and the ghosts of our 
past following us everywhere. Politi-
cal satire and Resistance Theater 
at its best. Written and directed by 
Susana Cook, featuring: Mattie Mc-
Master, Michael Burke, Drae Camp-
bell, Hector Canonge, Dorrell Clark, 
Mistah Coles, Susana Cook, Moira 
Cutler, Michael Freeman, Kathie 
Horejsi, Marie Christine Katz, An-
nie Lanzillotto, Hjørdis Linn-Blan-
ford, Margherita Peluso, Jennifer 
Rodriguez, and Simba Yangala.
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Plaza and Co-op City.  
Community Board 12 members 

voted overwhelmingly to support the 
project following a public hearing on 
Thursday, March 23. 

CB 12 vice chairman and Land Use 
Committee chairman Karl Stricker 
said the board was pleased with the 
modifi cations by Diaz that were origi-
nally recommended by his board. 

He said the board was confi dent 
work would begin early next year.

Stricker said the board believed the 
project would bring jobs to the north-
east Bronx area and has asked the city 
to request residents have fi rst crack at 
those jobs. 

He said the layout, as well as the 
shopping and dining options, would 
hopefully be unique to the area, and 
that the developer was looking for 
stores and eateries not yet available to 
the Bronx consumer.

“We’re not looking for another Old 
Navy or Express or H&M,” Stricker 
said. “It will be like walking down the 
main street of a small town, and that’s 
why we don’t want an outlet center 
there.”

Grid Properties principal Drew 

Baychester Square endorsed by borough prez, council vote looms
From page 1 Greenwald said the the Planning Com-

mission would vote on the project later 
in the month before it goes before the 
council. 

The project is scheduled for a vote 
on Wednesday, June 21. 

Grid accepted the borough presi-
dent’s modifi cations, Greenwald said, 
and insisted there were never any 
plans to make the development an out-
let center. 

Grid is committed to working with 
the community and community board 
and elected offi cials to improve transit 
to that area, he said.

“(The borough) is not completely 
served, and mass transit is a great 
thing, and doing it right is an even bet-
ter thing,” Greenwald said.

Diaz does not believe that the new 
shopping center would draw business 
and jobs away from the Bay Plaza and 
its mall, which are located directly 
across I-95

Prestige Properties, which owns 
Bay Plaza, has been a vocal opponent 
of the Gun Hill Road shopping center.

Spokesman for Prestige Properties 
Frank Scheinkopf said the project will 
hurt business at the Bay Plaza and its 
adjacent mall and cause employees to 

lose their jobs.
”In today’s retail market condi-

tions, putting another large retail 
property next door to the successful 
Bay Plaza/Mall – which even with its 
success has over 200,000 square feet 
of current vacancy  – could put 5,000 
Bronx jobs at risk,” he said. “The City 
Council shouldn’t take that risk.” 

Councilman Andy King has voiced 

similar concerns that the proposed 
shopping center would hurt the exist-
ing shopping center, and said he still 
wanted to see changes made.

“At this stage, I’m not understand-
ing how developing such a large space 
[for retail] adds to the neighborhood, 
especially when we already have a 
large retail space still in search of ten-
ants,” King said.

A former golf facility on Gun Hill Road is the planned site for Baychester Square. 
 Arthur Cusano

wasteland in the past.
It site was the former home of Loral 

Electronic Co., a U.S. Department of 
Defense parts contractor, that moved 
its operation to Yonkers, but has since 
ceased business.

This is just the initial stage of 
a two-phase development project, 
which is being designed by Gerald 
Caliendo Architects. The fi rst phase, 
which will consist of 170,000 square 
feet of construction including the cu-
ration of fi ve production stages and is 
expected to cost $45 million, is antici-
pated to be completed in the next 16 to 
18 months.

Attendees at the groundbreaking 
including York Studio executives, Bor-
ough President Ruben Diaz, Jr., Bronx 
Overall Economic Development Cor-
poration Marlene Cintron and Com-

$100 mil. movie sets; York Studios to construct a 9-stage facility
From page 1

munity Board 9 district manager Wil-
liam Rivera, among others.

“When we (York Studios) fi rst 
saw this vacant lot, we didn’t just see 
an empty fi eld - we saw our fi eld of 
dreams,” said John Battista, execu-
tive vice president of operations for 
York Studios. “We are very excited to 
expand our facilities to the Bronx and 
be able to provide a state-of-the-art 
production complex which will offer a 
level and quality of service that is sec-
ond to none.”

“The fi lm and television industry is 
growing across the fi ve boroughs - and 
the Bronx is no exception,” said BP 
Diaz. “York Studios’ new Michelangelo 
Campus will not only expand our bor-
ough’s ability to host major movie and 
television productions, it will also re-
activate a long-dormant site and create 
new jobs. This is just another excellent 

(l-r) Joseph Tazewell, regional director for Empire State Development’s NYC offi ce; Gigi Se-
mone, executive director of the governor’s offi ce for motion picture and television develop-
ment; John Kalafatis, CEO of York Studios; Ruben Diaz, Jr., borough president; Kathy Hochul, 
lieutenant governor; John Battista, executive vice president of York Studios; Julie Menin, 
commissioner of NYC Media and Entertainment; and Michelangelo Pantanelli, son of York 
Studios partner John Pantanelli, who the campus has been named after. 
 Community News Group / Steven Goodstein

example of the ongoing positive trans-
formation that is taking place here.”

The Michelangelo Campus was 
named after York Studio partner’s 
John Pantenelli’s son, Michelangelo.

The campus will be located next to 
Bronx Arena High School at 1440 Story 
Avenue.

This development is expected to 
generate nearly $100 million in new 
tax revenue for the borough and em-
ploy over 400 production industry pro-
fessionals, as well create hundreds of 

construction jobs. 
Additionally, the development is set 

to receive $36 million in conditional 
tax benefi ts over the next 25 years.

York Studio also currently owns 
and operates a 40,000 square-foot loca-
tion in Maspeth, Queens.

This would become the borough’s 
second fi lm studio.

Last year Silvercup Studios ac-
quired a building on Locust Avenue 
in Port Morris. Silvercup has operated 
for years in Queens.BP Diaz speaks at the groundbreaking ceremony. Community News Group / Steven Goodstein
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TOP DRIVER DISTRACTIONS
ADVERTORIAL

Using mobile phones
Leading the list of the 

top distractions behind the 
wheel are mobile phones. 
Phones now do more than 
just place calls, and driv-
ers often cannot pull away 
from their phones, even 
when driving. According to 
the California Department 
of Motor Vehicles, studies 
have shown that driving 
performance is lowered 
and the level of distraction 
is higher for drivers who 
are heavily engaged in cell 

phone conversations. The 
use of a hands-free device 
does not lower distraction 
levels. The percentage of 
vehicle crashes and near-
crashes attributed to di-
aling is nearly identical 
to the number associated 
with talking or listening. 

Daydreaming
Many people will admit 

to daydreaming behind 
the wheel or looking at a 
person or object outside of 
the car  for too long. Per-

haps they’re checking out 
a house in a new neighbor-
hood or thought they saw 
someone they knew on the 
street corner. It can be easy 
to veer into the direction 
your eyes are focused, caus-
ing an accident. In addition 
to trying to stay focused on 
the road, some drivers pre-
fer the help of lane depar-
ture warning systems.

Eating
Those who haven’t quite 

mastered walking and 

chewing gum at the same 
time may want to avoid 
eating while driving. The 
majority of foods require a 
person’s hands to be taken 
off of the wheel and their 
eyes to be diverted from the 
road. Reaching in the back 
seat to share some French 
fries with the kids is also 
distracting. 

Try to eat meals before 
getting in the car. For 
those who must snack 
while en route, take a 
moment to pull over at 

a rest area and spend 10
minutes snacking there 
before resuming the
trip.

Reading
Glancing at an adver-

tisement, updating a Fa-
cebook status or reading
a book are all activities 
that should be avoided 
when driving. Even pour-
ing over a traffic map or 
consulting the digital 
display of a GPS system 
can be distracting.
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BY DANIEL M. ANDRIACH
When asked about domi-

nance in female sports, many 
would say Serena Wil-
liams in tennis. Those 
championship teams of 
Tennessee or Connect-
icut in college basket-
ball, and so many oth-
ers.  They all had many 
things in common, great 
trainers and facilities the 
best money could buy. How-
ever, what if I was to tell you 
about an organization in the 
Bronx that has been winning 
since humble beginnings that 
started back in 1997.  This all 
while developing many quality 
teams in different age groups 
that have known nothing ex-
cept the feeling of winning 
more than losing.  To date, the 
organization has won over 30 
championships, both in area 
leagues and nationally recog-
nized tournaments. And doing 
this all on the backs of coaches 
and volunteers that do it be-
cause they love that feeling of 
seeing the girls faces light up 
when they succeed.  Then let 
me introduce you to the City 
Divas Softball Program.

The City Divas Story begins 
back in 1997 with its founder of 
the program, Derrick Brown. 
Brown wanted to form some-
thing for girls because boy’s 
sports were getting all the at-
tention, while many girls pro-
grams were not getting the 
attention or support that was 
needed.   Derrick recalls that 
many girls would ask him if 
he would start a softball team 
for girls.  Brown recalls “I told 
them if they could fi nd nine 
to ten girls that were serious 

“In the playoffs, you know, you can’t leave 
runners on base and we’ve got to capitalize 
against really good teams like McClancy.”
MARC DELUCA . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 86

BY LAURA AMATO
Jason Pineda, quite sim-

ply, refused to panic. 
The Monroe senior knew 

what he had to do, knew what 
his teammates hoped he could 
do and made sure he did it – 
on both sides of the ball. 

Pineda connected on the 
game-winning sac fl y and 
struck out the side in the bot-
tom of the frame, lifting the 
No. 2 Eagles to a 3-2, eight-
inning victory over Telecom 
on June 3. The victory sends 
Monroe to the PSAL “AAA” 
championship against Tot-
tenville at Yankee Stadium 
on June 12. 

“I’ve been telling my 
guys, from the offensive end, 
one pitch, one inning, one 
game at a time,” Pineda said. 
“Same thing when I’m on the 
mound. It’s one pitch, one in-
ning, one game at a time.”

It wasn’t a picture-per-
fect game for the Eagles, who 
rolled to a victory over Tele-
com in the fi rst game of the 
three-game series. The Yellow-

jackets jumped out to an early 
one-run lead and while Mon-
roe took a 2-1 cushion in the 
fi fth inning, the Eagles never 
felt completely confi dent. 

That, of course, was in 
large because of the pitch-
ing the squad faced, going 
up against Telecom lefty 
Frank Campanelli. The se-
nior tossed seven and a 
third, striking out nine and 
keeping Monroe from fi nd-
ing any consistent rhythm at 
the plate. 

“I knew what they had and 
I knew the left they had, was 
a crafty lefty,” said Eagles 
coach Michael Turo. “He was 
very tough to hit. The fi rst 
kid helped us out, he was 
wild yesterday and he got his 
pitch count up, slowed down 
and we hit him. This kid he 
was around the plate, in and 
out and hew as very tough.”

Campanelli helped keep 
his team in the game and the 
Yellowjackets took advan-
tage in the bottom of the sev-
enth, putting two runners 

on after a pair of Monroe er-
rors. Julian Juame tied up 
the game with an RBI single, 
but that was as much as Tele-
com would get as Miguelange 
Toribio saved a walkoff hit, 
diving to catch the fi nal out 
in left fi eld and forcing extra 
innings. 

“I had to make that catch. 
If I missed it, we’d lose and go 
to the next game, but I wasn’t 
planning on that,” Toribio 
said. “I just had to make that 
catch. I looked up and once 
I dove, I checked straight in 
my glove. I had it and it was a 
great feeling.”

Monroe, suddenly, had all 
the momentum and heading 
into the eighth inning, the 
Eagles knew it would only 
take one hit to wrap up the 
victory. Pineda made sure he 
got that hit. 

The Michigan-bound se-
nior connected on a sac fl y 
to deep center fi eld, scoring 
Samuel De La Cruz and giv-
ing Monroe a lead it would 
never again surrender. 

Pineda gave up one, fi nal hit 
in the bottom of the frame, 
but struck out the side, 
clinching the victory and a 
chance at a city title. 

“My teammates made a 
couple of errors and I just had 
to erase that from my mind,” 
he said. “I have confi dence in 
my guys, 24-7, doesn’t matter 
who we’re playing or where 
we’re playing, I have confi -
dence in my guys. I knew I 
was going to get to get those 
two outs.”

Now, Monroe turns its at-
tention to Yankee Stadium 
and a slightly less dramatic 
fi nish in the city champion-
ship. The key for the Eagles, 
just as it’s been all year, is 
staying calm in the big mo-
ments and making the right 
decisions down the stretch. 

“We have to fi gure out 
who’s going to pitch,” Turo 
said. “I know Jason’s going 
to want the ball and with a 
full week’s rest, he’ll be tre-
mendous. We just want to put 
the best guy’s out there.”

Monroe pitcher Jacknell Guzman was strong on the mound, tossing six innings of work for the squad in the PSAL semis against Telecom on June 5. 
 Photo by Sean Murphy

STAY CALM: MONROE 
CLINCHES TITLE BURST 
WITH EXTRA-INNING 
VICTORY
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Continued on Page 86
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about playing, that he would teach them 
and form a team.”  And as they say, the rest 
is history some 20years later.  What started 
as one group of girls ranging from the ages 
of 13-16, now has grown into a program that 
has fi ve different teams for age groups 10u 
to18u. Coach Brown is big on teamwork on 
the fi eld and off the fi eld.  Coach Brown be-
lieves that instructing the individual play-
ers to be better for themselves not only on 
the ballfi eld but also instilling that girls 
keep that same attitude when it comes 
to their studies.  “The program requires 
girls to maintain a C average and remain 
in “goods standing” not only in school but 
with their parents/guardian as well.  Es-
tablishing these values help our players 
to become more successful in the future” 
Brown states.

Since 1997 Urban Sports Group has dedi-
cated itself to providing an alternative ex-
perience for girls in the New York City area.    
What started as just a group of girls want-
ing to play softball during the summer, has 
now turned into a social movement of pride 
for many girls that have joined their clin-
ics, and became part of the City Divas fam-
ily. “ I love that the program also focuses 
on giving back, through its annual partner-
ship like conducting a winter holiday toy 
drive for homeless children” explains Eliz-
abeth Figueroa whose daughter has been 
playing on the different teams for the last 
four years.  “Our program is pretty much 
a year-round endeavor.  Winter clinics be-
gin in December and fi nish the season in 
mid-September” added coach Joey Garcia. 
Urban Sports Group (City Divas) softball 
program is an institution where players 
can hone their skills to become college, ac-
tive participants both on the fi eld, and in 
the classroom as well.  Their programs pro-
mote support and focus on the growth and 
development of participants who might be 
economical, recreationally, or socially dis-
advantaged. Their programs teach positive 
life skills through sports. This development 
ensures a strong foundation for success for 
their players. Players realize the benefi ts 
of an academic consciousness, healthy life-
style, and heightened self-esteem.

In 20 years, the City Divas have been 
the eptimy of success.  With many different 
championships in the various age groups, 
some would say that in New York City they 
are the Yankees of softball.  The program 
has now partnered with Major League 
Baseball, to form its own leagues and area 
partnerships.  The goal remains to pro-
mote female participation and programs 
the community with embrace and support!  
Currently, USG has over 200 participants 
and is proud to have assisted over 100 stu-
dent-athletes to the collegiate level.  

For additional information, go to Ur-
banSportsGroup.Org, or you can contact 
coach Garcia at  (347) 408-7825. If you are 
interested in becoming a leader in their 
support system Urban Sports Group (City 
Divas Softball) is a 501c3 not for profi t or-
ganization. 

Meet the 
“City Divas”

Softball Program
from Page 85

BY LAURA AMATO
The comeback came up just 

short. 
The St. Raymond’s baseball team 

saw its season come to a disappoint-
ing end on June 2, falling 3-2 to Mon-
signor McClancy in a CHSAA post-
season losers bracket matchup at 
Iona Prep. 

The Ravens rallied late, tying 
up the game in the top of the sev-
enth, but McClancy freshman Jose 
Silva played hero for the Crusaders, 
launching a deep RBI hit to right 
fi eld in the bottom of the frame. 

“I told them that I was proud,” 
said St. Ray’s coach Marc DeLuca. 
“We basically slept walk through the 
fi rst six innings and in the seventh 
they came back and they fought and, 
you know, sometimes it works in 
your favor and, other times, like to-
day, it doesn’t. Unfortunately it was a 
little too late for us.”

St. Ray’s had chances to get on 
the board early – putting a runner 
on third in the very fi rst inning. Jus-
tin Torres worked a leadoff walk, but 
wasn’t able to cross home as the next 
three Ravens batters grounded into 
outs. 

The squad loaded in the bases 
in the top of the fourth inning – on 
Keury Abreu’s single and a pair of 
walks by Christopher Moreno and 
John Rodriguez – but St. Raymond’s 
still struggled to fi nd that one, big 
hit. 

Of course, McClancy starter Tom 
Hogan had plenty to do with that, 
keeping Ravens’ batters on their 
heels in fi ve and a third innings of 
work. The Crusaders’ junior worked 
out of the bases-loaded jam, forcing a 
pair of fl y outs to keep the Ravens off 
the board midway through the play-
off tilt. 

“We had guys on,” DeLuca said. 

“We preached all year long about sit-
uational hitting, getting guys over 
and getting guys in. We had a man on 
third with less than two outs twice 
and, in the playoffs, more than any-
thing, those guys have to score.”

It was a frustrating offensive per-
formance for St. Raymond’s, but the 
Ravens never lost hope for a rally, 
particularly with Abreu on the 
mound. 

The junior standout was a force 
on the mound and, despite giving up 
two runs to McClancy in the third 
and fourth, kept his team in the game 
on the strength of his arm. 

“You know what? All year long, 
all of our guys have been like that,” 
DeLuca said. “Abreu, John Rodri-
guez, Rony Gutierrez, Jemal Be-
tances, Evan Rivera. Everybody, 
they kept us, legitimately, every sin-
gle game the whole entire year. That 
was our strength from day one.”

Abreu tossed just over six in-
nings, giving up four hits and strik-
ing out six. It was enough to give the 
Ravens a chance down the stretch 
and St. Raymond’s answered, taking 
advantage of a McClancy pitching 
change to tie up the game. 

Betances got it started with a 
leadoff single, moving to second on 
a Robert Berrios balk, and Brandon 
Martinez reached after being hit 
by a pitch. The runners advanced 
on a groundout to fi rst and Tomas 
Pacheco drove them both home with 
a two-run hit to deep right fi eld.

It, unfortunately, just wasn’t 
quite enough. 

The Crusaders answered in the 
bottom of the frame – Javone Lluvera 
connected on his own leadoff single 
and John Nolan worked a walk off 
Abreu, forcing a pitching change for 
the Ravens. Silva, just like the Ra-
vens, took advantage of the switch, 
connecting on the walk-off pitch and 
ending St. Raymond’s season. 

It was a disappointing loss for the 
Ravens who also came up just one 
run short against Fordham Prep 
in their postseason opener, but the 
squad did its best to focus on the pos-
itives. There was a rally, it, simply, 
came up short. 

“It happened [on Thursday] 
against Fordham Prep and it hap-
pened today,” DeLuca said. “In the 
playoffs, you know, you can’t leave 
runners on base and we’ve got to cap-
italize against really good teams like 
McClancy.”

Ravens rally comes up short against McClancy

St. Raymond’s struggle to connect on that one, big hit on June 2, falling 3-2 to Monsignor McClancy in a CHSAA elimination game. 
 CNG/Laura Amato

St. Raymond’s pitcher Keury Abreu did 
his best to keep his squad in the game 
on June 2, but his dominant performance 
wasn’t quite enough to stave off elimina-
tion. CNG/Laura Amato
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Cardinal Spellman High School 
recognized the contributions of over 
300 student athletes at the Block “S” 
awards dinner held at the school on 
May 13. Mr. Daniel O’Keefe, Presi-
dent and Principal, welcomed every-
one in attendance, and acknowledged 
the hard work and dedication of the 
coaches in developing the athletic tal-
ents of the students. The evening in-
cluded the induction into the Spell-
man Hall of Fame of two individuals 
who helped contribute to the success 
of the athletic program through the 
years. Steven Martz of the Class of 
1986 and Michelle Bennett of the Class 
of 1987 are the newest members of the 
Hall. Both competed in Track and 
Field during their years as Spellman 
students. 

The night featured the presen-
tation of the Schiazza “S”, which is 
given to students who have received 
seven or more varsity letters over 
their four year high school career. It is 
named in honor of the late Salvatore 
Schiazza, who served at the school as 
Athletic Director, Moderator of the 
Alumni Association, and member of 
the Board of Trustees. Senior Nicole 
Hill with eight Varsity letters, and 
Rodney N’Guessan, Leah Anderson, 

Deanna Falciglia and Karina Wilson 
with seven Varsity letters were recipi-
ents of the 2017 Schiazza “S.” 

Scholar-Athletes, recognized for 
their excellence in both athletics and 
academics, were Samantha Vega and 
Christopher Onate. Athletes of the 
Year were Nicole Hill, Leah Anderson, 
and Rodney N’Guessan. The follow-
ing received the Most Valuable Player 
award in their respective sports: Base-
ball: Nick Texidor and Eric Berrios; 
Boys’ Basketball: William Santiago; 
Girls’ Basketball: Kerri Deans and 
Devyn Elliott; Bowling: Juan Perez 
III; Football: Eric Berrios; Girls’ La-
crosse: Maryanne White; Boys’ La-
crosse: Mark David Reeve and Jared 
Williams; Boys’ Soccer: Marcos Leon 
and Nicholas Romero; Girls’ Soccer: 
Jacinta Addo-Badu; Cheerleading: Ki-
mora Chambers; Softball: Deanna Fal-
ciglia and Jada Robinson; Boys’ Indoor 
Track: Jonathan Hackshaw; Boys’ 
Outdoor Track: Stephen Weir; Girls’ 
Indoor Track: Leah Anderson; Girls’ 
Outdoor Track: Tayla Davis; Boys’ 
Cross-Country: Jonathan Anderson; 
Girls’ Cross-Country: Leah Anderson; 
Boys’ Volleyball: Justin Dantes and 
Justin Sanchez; and Girls’ Volleyball: 
Nicole Hill and Nikki Gerald. 

Block “S” Dinner Honors 
Spellman Athletes

Front center: Athletes of the year Rodney N’Guessan, Leah Anderson, Samantha Vega, Nicole 
Hill and Christopher Onate, surrounded by the senior Block S recipients.

Spellman Track coaches from the 1980s: Paul Piliero, Rita Piliero and Tom Cabrera with Hall 
of Fame inductees Steven Martz and Michelle Bennett (second and third from left)

FREE CLASSES
English Classes, TASC (GED) Classes, Citizenship Classes,

& Computer Classes
All Ages 18 and up are Welcome

Register with us at 2125 Glebe Ave Bronx New York 10462

Registration for ESL, Citizenship, and Computers on: 
June 30th from 10am-2pm

July 6th from 2-6pm 

For TASC (GED) Registration:
July 3rd at 10am SHARP!!

At 2125 Glebe Ave, Bronx, NY 10462

For more information, please call:
Danielle Rucker, Program Coordinator, 718-829-1564 EXT 3 or Drucker@ymcanyc.org

Ariel Quinones, Administrative Assistant, 718-829-1564 EXT 4 or Aquinones@ymcanyc.org
Or visit our office:  2125 Glebe Ave Bronx New York 10462

Bronx YMCA
New Americans Welcome Center,

Literacy Zone and Young Immigrants Program
www.ymcanewamericans.org 

www.facebook.com/BronxNAWC   
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Rehabilitation

RN Supervisor - FullTime/Per Diem
LPN’s - (1199 Union Benefi ts) Full/Part/Per Diem - New Graduates Welcome

Apply: ppnhnursing@verizon.net
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