
BY ARTHUR CUSANO
Co-op City will be getting a 

new park, courtesy of the city 
and Riverbay Corporation.

The waterfront park was 
announced at a Thursday, May 
25 event at the Bartow Center 
attended by Assemblyman Mi-
chael Bendetto, Councilman 
Andy King, Congressman El-
iot Engel and, capping off City 
Hall’s week in the borough, 
Mayor de Blasio.

The 1.4-acre park site was 
donated by Riverbay Corpo-

ration and will be located on 
a parcel running along the 
Hutchinson River. 

The land is just south of the 
Co-op City Little League field, 
and will offer great views of 
nearby Pelham Bay Park.

Longtime Co-op City resi-
dent Eva Lazaar opened the 
presentation by recalling her 
time raising her daughters in 
the development and regularly 
visiting nearby parks.

“The parks give us a place to 

BY PATRICK ROCCHIO
The Waterbury-LaSalle 

Community Association hosted 
a candidate’s night at the First 
Lutheran Church of Throggs 
Neck for those seeking the 
13th Councilmatic seat and 
were greeted by an unexpected 
bombshell announcement. 

Six of eight candidates in 
the race to replace term-limited 
Councilman James Vacca were 
present on Tuesday, May 30. 

One of the candidates, John 
Marano, prior to the start of 
the forum, announced his deci-
sion to withdraw from the race, 
thanking supporters, while not 
ruling out a future run. 

Marano said that he was 
concerned about the infl ux of 
inexperienced candidates into 
the race, and said that he would 
support the candidate that he 
felt would be best for the dis-
trict.  

“I have what it takes to rep-
resent our district fairly, effec-
tively and passionately,” said 
Marano. “But at this juncture, 
I want to make sure the more 
qualifi ed candidates do not can-
cel each out, which could bring 
a less experienced candidate 
into offi ce.”

He did not say who he would 
endorse at the time, but later 
shared with the Bronx Times 
that he was supporting Assem-
blyman Mark Gjonaj. 

 “I am going to endorse 
Mark Gjonaj. I think he has 
a good relationship with the 
elected officials and he is al-
ready involved in the process. 
He brings a lot to the table, in-
cluding the knowledge of how 
to work with the other elected 
officials. I feel that he has a 

BY ARTHUR CUSANO
The three-week traffi c night-

mare on the Throgs Neck and 
Whitestone bridges appears to 
have subsided just in time for Me-
morial Day weekend, according to 
local leaders.

Traffi c on the two bridges 
seemed to be fl owing at normal lev-
els during the three-day holiday, 
just 24 hours after local leaders de-
manded action from the MTA.

 Before the meeting, traffi c 
snarls on the two Bronx bridges 
to Queens left motorists stuck 

in hours-long traffi c jams as the 
work to install cashless tolling 
proceeded.

Assembymen Michael Bene-
detto and Mark Gjonaj joined com-
munity leaders  on the Pennyfi eld 
Avenue  overpass just above I-295 
on Thursday, May 25 to demand 
that the MTA take immediate ac-
tion to alleviate the massive bridge 
traffi c backups. 

The elected offi cials fi red off a 
letter to the MTA calling on the 
state-run agency that oversees 
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Benedetto, Gjonaj force 
corrective action

Remembering Our Heroes

MTA AVERTS A
BRIDGEAGEDDON

Marano ends 
Council quest; 

endorses 
Gjonaj

The East Bronx History Forum and Van Nest Neighborhood Alliance hosted 
a Memorial Day Ceremony on Monday, May 29 at the Van Nest War Me-
morial. Helena Raptis Smith received an award honoring her late cousin, 
Angelo C. Raptis, Jr. for his service. Photo by Miriam Quin

Planned Co-op City park 
to utilize riverfront 



BY PATRICK ROCCHIO
Mayor de Blasio visited 

Soundview and took ques-
tions from local residents at a 
town hall at the Adlai E. Ste-
venson campus. 

As part of the mayor’s 
‘City Hall in Your Borough’ 
election-year strategy that 
saw de Blasio in the Bronx for 
a week with his commission-
ers, the town hall meeting 
was hosted by Councilwoman 
Annabel Palma on Wednes-
day, May 24. 

The mayor fielded ques-
tions for a couple of hours on 
a wide variety of topics, and 
spoke about what he sees as 
his accomplishments. 

The issues included better 
relations between the commu-
nity and NYPD, curbing ‘stop 
and frisk,’ putting more police 
officers on the beat in the bor-
ough (including 84 from the 
most recent police academy 
class), reducing crime rates 
in 43rd and 45th precincts, in-
creasing high school gradua-
tion rates and decreasing un-
employment. 

“The status quo was not 

acceptable to so many people 
in the Bronx, and we had to 
change it,” said de Blasio at 
one point in the meeting, be-
fore running through a list 
of his accomplishments as 
mayor. 

Palma called the town hall 
with the mayor an “incredible 
success,” adding that it filled 
Stevenson’s gym with people. 

“The town hall gave resi-

dents the opportunity to di-
rect their questions to the 
commissioners of specific 
agencies or even Mayor de 
Blasio himself,” said the 
councilwoman. 

She added: “Residents of-
fered insightful outlooks and 
posed questions, which con-
cerned not only themselves, 
but many of their neigh-
bors.”

Many of his commission-
ers were present and also 
took public questions when 
asked by the mayor to elabo-
rate on his response. 

The crowd was concerned 
about  housing, overdevelop-
ment, Universal Pre-K and day 
care, after-school programs 
and school lunch, possible 
hospital cuts, hate crimes and 
speech, asthma, affordable 
housing for seniors and clos-
ing homeless cluster sites. 

In some cases, the mayor 
referred the residents to com-
missioners or representatives 
from the appropriate city 
agencies after the meeting. 

William Rivera, Commu-
nity Board 9 district man-

ager, said that the community 
members who stayed to ask 
questions as the meeting went 
past 10 p.m. impressed him, as 
did the officials who stayed to 
listen. 

“I thought it was going to 
be cut shorter,” said Rivera, 
adding that he was pleasantly 
surprised and that in public 

forums, he believes that the 
best questions are usually the 
ones that are the most spe-
cific. 

He noted that in some cases, 
people asking questions were 
asked to speak to the represen-
tatives of city agencies on the 
side, and that CB 9 had several 
questions that were still in 
process of being answered. 

“Most important, which we 
won’t know (yet) is the follow 
up,” said Rivera.  

One attendee who asked a 
question, CB 10 member Bob 
Bieder, said he was still wait-
ing days after the event for a 
response from the mayor’s 
office on his query about the 
procedures for establishing 
‘community schools.’

Community schools, which 
have their facilities open to 
the surrounding neighbor-
hood when school is not in 
session, exist elsewhere in the 
borough but he would like to 
bring them to the east Bronx. 

Bieder said he ultimately 
reached out to Palma’s office, 
and her staff is working on his 
request. 
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Our Lawyers Will Come To You!
Home, Office or Hospital Visits Available At No Charge

ATTORNEY                                                                                                                                                                                          SE HABLA ESPAÑOL

ACCIDENT VICTIMS

T:718-996-5600

T:646-459-7548
*Past Results Do Not Guarantee Future Outcomes

Mohammed Mujumder, Community 
Board 9 fi rst vice-chairman, asks a 
question. 
 Photo by Silvio Pacifi co

Mayor de Blasio and Councilwoman 
Annabel Palma during the forum. Photo 
by Silvio Pacifi co

Mayoral town hall held at Stevenson HS
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 遵守適用的聯邦民權法律規定，不因種族、
膚色、民血統、年齡、殘障或性別而歧視任何人 。 

注意：如果您使用繁體中文，您可以免費獲得語言援助
服務。請致電  

We’re here for your call.
Toll Free 1.866.586.8044  |  TTY/TDD 1.800.662.1220  |  agewellnewyork.com

MEDICARE ADVANTAGE PLANS SPECIAL ELECTION SEMINARS 

For more information on dates and times at a diner in your community, please call: 

718-484-5000 (ext. 5251) or events@agewellnewyork.com

QUEENS
Georgia Diner - Elmhurst

Atlantic Diner - S. Richmond Hill

Bel Aire Diner - Astoria

Glendale Diner - Glendale

BROOKYLN
Denny’s Diner - Pennsylvania Avenue

Georges Diner - 5th Avenue

New Apolo  - Myrtle Avenue

BRONX
Corky’s - Grand Concourse

Crow Diner - E. 161st Street

Perista Coffee Shop & Restaurant - W. Kingsbridge Rd

MANHATTAN
Lenox Hill Grill - Lexington Avenue

Kitchen Sink - 2nd Avenue

Gracie Corner Diner - E. 86th Street
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good reputation in the 
Assembly. I feel that he 
can get more results for 
our community,” Ma-
rano said.

At the forum, candi-
dates took questions, in-
cluding those submitted 
from the WLCA and two 
from the audience. 

Taking part were Re-
publican candidate John 
Cerini and Democratic 
candidates Gjonaj, John 
Doyle, Alex Gomez and 
Victor Ortiz. 

One candidate, Mo-
hammad Abuhaikal, 
could not participate be-
cause he was celebrating 
Ramadan, but another, 
Marjorie Velasquez-
Lynch, who had commit-
ted to the forum, was an 
unexpected no-show.

Mary Jane Musano, 
WLCA co-president, 
said that the forum was 
a chance to hear from 
candidates in a way she 
hoped was more about is-

sues and less about poli-
tics.  

“I think this is a time 
for our residents to be 
educated,” said Musano. 
“I want them to have the 
chance to meet the candi-
dates in person.” 

The most pressing 
community issues are 
overdevelopment and 
the expansion of P.S. 14 
that most of the commu-
nity thought was exces-
sive, said Scott Barnard, 
WLCA board member. 

“I hope that the people 
(at the forum) are able to 
decide on a viable candi-
date,” he said. 

Andrew Chircio, 
WLCA co-president, 
urged potential voters 
to chose the person they 
feel would best represent 
their interests regardless 
of party affi liation. 

The WLCA board sub-
mitted their members’ 
questions concerning 
zoning abuses that they 
believe leads to overde-
velopment; methods to ob-

tain more police offi cers 
for the 45th Precinct; and 
the construction of a new 
Pelham Bay school. 

There were additional 
questions about the Small 
Business Survival Act, 
proposed legislation that 
would curb abuses on 
small business leases, 
and about creating a bor-
ough animal shelter. 

Cerini expressed his 
disappointment in Mara-
no’s departure from the 
race. 

“There was a time 
when I thought it was go-
ing to be (John Marano) 
against me in the general 
election…and it would 
come down to a good com-
munity-minded person 
winning the election,” 
said Cerini. 

The candidates gave 
Marano a standing ova-
tion before he departed 

A spokesman for Ve-
lazquez-Lynch said the 
candidate shrugged off 
the forum to attend an-
other meeting. 

bridges and tunnels to take 
immediate action to al-
leviate the problems that 
also impacted the Bruck-
ner Expressway and I-295, 
as well as the Hutchinson 
River Parkway and roads 
in Queens leading to the 
bridges.

The letter was also 
signed by Senator Jeff Klein 
and Queens electeds Assem-
blymen Edward Braunstein, 
Michael Simanowitz and 
Michael DenDeckker and 
Senator Tony Avella. 

On Wednesday, May 31 
Benedetto said the MTA 
had implemented several 
changes at the toll plazas 
that appeared to be work-
ing. 

The MTA reopened toll 
lanes, and eliminated the 
hard left turn just after the 
tollbooths that was causing 
congestion on the Throgs 
Neck Bridge. 

The MTA also spaced 
out the lane changes wider 
to further eliminate bottle-
necks, he said.

“Those changes were all 

that was needed,” he said.
Benedetto said that 

while he was happy the 
complaints were resolved, 
he was frustrated that the 
MTA waited weeks to cor-
rect the situation. 

Benedetto also said that 
he and the other electeds 
warned that if traffi c con-
gestion surges again, the 
MTA would have to stagger 
the work on the bridges in-
stead of doing them all at 
once. 

The MTA could also halt 
toll collection altogether on 
the bridge, he said, but that 
was unlikely due to the rev-
enue loss, they said.

Gjonaj said during the 
Thursday event that even 
though his district does 
not include the bridges, his 
district had been being im-
pacted by the MTA project. 

Pelham Parkway and the 
Hutchinson River Parkway 
were being affected by the 
bridge backups, he said.

Gjonaj also complained 
that excessive ticketing by 
dozens of state troopers has 
exacerbated the problem.

“Instead of being out 
there helping to move the 
traffi c, they are contribut-
ing to the traffi c and creat-
ing this hostile travelling 
environment,” the assem-
blyman said. 

The MTA insists the 
work, when done, will move 
traffi c over the bridges 
much quicker. 

The Throgs Neck and 
Whitestone bridges, as well 
as the RFK Bridge are all 
being prepared for cashless 
tolling, which allows ve-
hicles without an EZ Pass 
to cross the bridge without 
stopping to pay a toll. 

Drivers without the EZ 
Pass receive a bill in the 
mail at a later date from 
the MTA using information 
provided by the car’s license 
plate.

Throggs Neck Home-
owner’s Association Presi-
dent Lynn Gerbino said that 
recent problems with bridge 
traffi c clogging local streets 
has abated, but said the 
community would be keep-
ing an eye on the MTA until 
the project is completed.

B
R

O
N

X
 W

E
E

K
L

Y
  J

u
n

e
 4

, 2
0

1
7

   
  4

w
w

w
.B

X
T

im
e

s
.c

o
m

This newspaper is not responsible for typographical errors in ads beyond the cost of the space occupied by the error. All rights reserved. Copyright © 2017 by Bronx Times Reporter, Inc., a sub sidiary of 
News Community Newspaper Holdings, Inc. The content of this newspaper is protected by Federal copyright law. This newspaper, its advertisements, articles and photographs may not be reproduced, 
either in whole or part, without permission in writing from the publisher except brief portions for purposes of review or commentary consistent with the law. Postmaster, send address changes to Bronx 
Times Reporter, 3604 B E. Tremont Avenue, Bronx, NY 10465 

CEO: Les Goodstein

PRESIDENT & PUBLISHER:
Jennifer Goodstein

General Phone: (718) 260-4595
By Mail: Bronx Times Reporter
3604 B E. Tremont Avenue
Bronx, NY 10465

NEWS
Fax: (718) 518–0038
E-Mail: bronxtimes@cnglocal.com

DISPLAY ADVERTISING 
Phone: (718) 260-4593
Fax: (718) 518–0038
E-Mail: lguerriero@cnglocal.com

CLASSIFIED
Phone: (718) 260–2555
Fax: (718) 260–2549
E-Mail: classified@cnglocal.com

MEMBER:

from Page 1

from Page 1

MTA averts Bridgeageddon; Benedetto, 
Gjonaj force corrective action

Assemblyman Michael Benedetto calls the MTA to task Thursday afternoon above the I-295 entrance 
to the Throgs Neck bridge. Benedetto and fellow state assemblyman Mark Gjonaj (center) were joined 
by other local leaders in calling for a quick resolution to traffi c problems on the bridge. 
 Arthur Cusano

Marano ends year-long City Council 
quest; endorses Mark Gjonaj 

13th Council District acndidates answered questions from the public. (l-r) John Cerini, John Doyle, 
Assemblyman Mark Gjonaj, Alex Gomez and Victor Ortiz. Walter Pofeldt

S SSHOP OUR CLASSIFIED 
PAGES EVERY WEEK AND 

SAVE MONEY



BY STEVEN GOODSTEIN
Kalief Browder may be gone - 

but his legacy will live on forever.
On Thursday, May 25, Coun-

cilman Ritchie Torres, Speaker 
Melissa Mark-Viverito and other 

elected offi cials, as well as the fam-
ily and friends of Kalief Browder, 
gathered for the street co-naming 
ceremony of ‘Kalief Browder Way’ 
at East 181st Street and Prospect 
Avenue.

The street co-naming of Kalief 
Browder Way was held to honor the 
life of a young individual who took 

his own life following a wrong-
ful accusal and a several years in 
prison.

Browder, who grew up on Pros-
pect Avenue and attended the now-
defunct public school New Day 
Academy, was walking home from 
a party at night with a friend on 
186th Street and Arthur Avenue in 
May 2010, when they were stopped 
by the police. The police had 
stopped them in response to a 911 
call regarding an unrelated inci-
dent involving a stolen backpack.

Police then placed Kalief and 
his friend under arrest and took 
them to the 48th Precinct. They 
were then taken to Bronx County 
Criminal Court, where Browder 
was charged with robbery, grand 
larceny and assault. Kalief’s 
friend was excused from the case 
by the presiding judge.

Kalief was later charged with 
second-degree robbery and his 
bail was set at $3,000. When his 
family was unable to pay the set 
amount, he was sent to Rikers Is-
land, where he spent three years, 
mostly in solitary confi nement. At 
one point, he was in solitary con-
fi nement for nearly a year and half 
straight.

While he was in prison, 

Browder tried to commit suicide 
multiple times - including attempt-
ing to hang himself using a noose 
he made out of his bedsheets and 
slit his wrists using a piece of a 
broken metal bucket he would use 
to wash his clothes. Additionally, 
he was beaten by correctional of-
fi cers as well as inmates.

When Browder’s case was re-

viewed in March 2013, the judge of-
fered him a plea agreement - which 
would have given Kalief the ability 
to go home by pleading guilty to 
two misdemeanors. He refused the 
plea bargain and maintained his 
innocence.

In May 2013, just after turn-
ing 20 years old, Kalief was re-
leased without being convicted of 

a crime.
Despite earning a GED and 

enrolling in Bronx Community 
College following his release, the 
damage had been done and his 
mental health had deteriorated. 
Two years after he was released, 
Kalief committed suicide at age 
22 - on June 6, 2015, by hanging 
himself from his bedsheets at his 
home.

“This street co-naming will 
not only honor Kalief - it will 
stand as a moral inspiration for 
the rest of us,” said Councilman 
Torres. “Those who knew Ka-
lief are better people for having 
known him and those of us who 
knew of him and his scenario are 
better for having been awakened 
and inspired by his struggle for 
justice.”

“Since Kalief’s unfortunately 
and timely death, our family has 
dealt with a loss that not only af-
fects us but also everyone who took 
heart to his story,” said Akeem 
Browder, Kalief’s brother. “Now, 
we can look up and see ‘Kalief 
Browder Way’ and think of the leg-
acy he left for us to continue.”

The date of the street co-nam-
ing would have marked Kalief’s 
24th birthday.
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Councilman Ritchie Torres (l) and members of Kalief Browder’s family held cer-
emonial street signs named in Browder’s honor. Photo by Silvio Pacifi co

Kalief Browder honored with street co-naming

This street co-
naming will not only 
honor Kalief - it will 

stand as a moral 
inspiration for the 

rest of us.
Ritchie Torres

Councilman
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GrowNYC.org/Compost

Recycle@GrowNYC.org

212.788.7964

Drop off fruit & vegetable scraps at 

convenient collections near transit on 

Friday mornings in The Bronx

138th St & Brook Ave (6:45am - 10:00am) 

149th St & 3rd Ave (7:00am - 10:15am) 

149th St & Grand Concourse (7:15am - 10:15am) 

161st St & River Ave (7:30am - 10:15am)

163rd St, Southern Blvd & Hunts Point Ave (6:30am - 9:45am) 

Burnside & Jerome Aves (7:30am - 10:30am) 

E Tremont Ave & Boston Rd (6:30am - 9:30am) 

E Fordham Rd b/t Webster & 3rd Aves (7:00am - 11:00am) 

E Fordham Rd & Jerome Ave (7:15am - 10:45am) 

More info: GrowNYC.org/Compost or 212.788.7964 

POT of GOLD
Sherbee Antiques is a family-owned business that has been 

serving the tri-state area for over 60 years. 
We buy from the full contents of homes and estates 

to single items. We specialize in high-end goods such as 
antiques, art, fi ne porcelain, lighting, bronzes and sculptures. 

We have particular interest in fi ne jewelry, timepieces, 
diamonds, gold and silver. 

If you call we will come to you, free of charge, and evaluate 
what you are selling. We know the value of your possessions 
and are willing to pay top dollar on the spot. Please feel free 
to call seven days a week for a free same day consultation.

You may be sitting on a large fortune. 
Call Sherbee Antiques. They’ll tell you how much.

CALL TODAY 917-748-7622 OR 718-762-7448 
You’ll be glad you did.

Sherbee  Antiques
Est. 1940

BY ARTHUR CUSANO
The plan to build a 

new mosque on Amethyst 
Street to replace the exist-
ing Bronx Muslim Center 
on Rhinelander Avenue has 
been approved by Commu-
nity Board 11.

Board members voted 
overwhelmingly to support 
the project at the Thursday, 
May 25 full board meeting.

CB 11 Land Use Com-
mittee chairperson Joe Mc-
Manus recommended the 
full board approve the proj-
ect at 1912-1920 Amethyst 
Street after the committee 
unanimously approved the 
project at its May 10 meet-
ing.

The application will now 
be forwarded to the NYC 
Board of Standards and Ap-
peals where zoning vari-
ances must be approved, 
said CB 11 district manager 
Jeremy Werneke.

The new facility is aimed 
at alleviating overcrowding 
at the popular mosque at 
702 Rhinelander, said the at-
torney representing Bronx 
Muslim Center in the appli-
cation, Michael Nacmias of 
Brooklyn. 

The current mosque 
holds roughly 150 worship-
pers, but the congregation 
has approximately 800 mem-
bers, more that the mosque 
can accommodate.

The applicant submitted 
fi nal blueprints at the May 10 
meeting confi rming the bulk 
of the planned structure’s 
footprint was within the zon-
ing code, according to meet-
ing minutes. 

They also submitted a sur-
vey of their congregants that 
confi rmed that most lived 
within walking distance of 
the planned mosque.

Concerns voiced by board 
members and local com-
munity organizations, such 
as the lack of parking and 
overcrowding at the current 
mosque, had been adequately 
evaluated, McManus said.  

“Every BSA or ULERP 
we get has parking as an is-
sue,” McManus explained. 
“I don’t remember one that 
hasn’t been.”

Van Nest Neighborhood 
Alliance president Berna-
dette Ferrara told fellow 
board members her organi-
zation and the Morris Park 
Association held a town hall 
meeting with mosque lead-
ers earlier in the year where 
concerns were discussed. 

She said the mosque was 
a positive presence in the 
neighborhood and that sev-
eral mosque members have 
become regular attendees of 
VNNA meetings, she said. 

The alliance has written 
a recommendation in favor 
of the project, Ferrara said, 

but also listed the conditions 
that must be addressed, most 
notably the parking and 
crowding issues. 

“On Fridays when they 
have their prayer, the park-
ing is just awful,” Ferrara 
said. “You have people dou-
ble and triple parking, and 
you just can’t do that regard-
less of what house of worship 
you are. These are things 
that, if you don’t want ani-
mosity, you need to be a good 
neighbor.”

CB 11 vice chair and Mor-
ris Park Association presi-
dent Al D’Angelo said his as-
sociation was okay with the 
project, and were also con-
fi dent that the community’s 
voiced concerns would be 
heeded.

“I think it’s a good idea,” 
D’Angelo said. “They needed 
more space. It was a prob-
lem where they were, and 
it will alleviate the parking 
problem on Rhinelander (Av-
enue).”

Nacmias said the appli-
cation process was moving 
along in an effi cient manner 
and did not anticipate any 
obstacles as the project pro-
ceeded. 

He anticipated the project 
would likely get approved by 
the BSA in a few months. 

He also said his clients 
were taking community and 
board concerns to heart.

CB 11 OK’s Amethyst 
Street Mosque plan

The vacant lot at 1920 Amethyst Street is the planned location for the Bronx Muslim Center’s new 
mosque. Community Board 11 approved the project at its May meeting. 
 Arthur Cusano
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8th Annual Role Model
Recognition Honors

Wednesday , June 28, 2017- 6pm to 10pm

R.S.V.P. by June 14, 2017
(718) 260-4595

Come And Join Us In Recognition
Of This Year’s Honorees

Per Person

Sara Bonizio

Sulma Arzu-Brown

Lorraine C. Corsa, Esq.

Josephine Fanelli 

Bernadette Ferrara

Lourdes Melendez-Gamez

Roberta Gjonaj

Kerry A. Lee

Melissa Libran

Ana Melendez

Carolyn Murphy

Mary H. Murray

Karen Rauhauser Nani

Yasmin Cruz-Otero

Milagros Baez O’toole

Tamara Rivera

Frances Ann Rodriguez

Maria Rodriguez

Melissa Salguero

Carolyn Luella Smith

Marlene Taylor PA-C

Evelyn Torres

Where Tasteful
Creations Begin



BY STEVEN GOODSTEIN
One question lingers regard-

ing a Bronx post offi ce - how can 
customer service be improved?

On multiple occasions in the 
past month, the U.S. Post Offi ce 
Esplanade Station, located at 
2488 Williamsbridge Road, has 
provided poor customer service, 
sometimes  no service at all, res-
idents claim.

The poor service involves cus-
tomers being forced to wait out-
side indefi nitely during employee 
lunch breaks - and, most recently, 
the closure of the entire station 
for the latter part of the day. 

An Allerton resident said she 
waited outside the locked station 
for nearly an hour as the lone 
postal employee took a lunch 
break, fi nally giving up because 
she had to return to work.

“Lunch breaks need to be 
properly designated at this loca-
tion - and employees need to be 
up front with the time frame,” 
the resident said. “Why can’t they 
(the employees) just put up a sign 
that indicates what time they’ll 
be back?”

On Friday, May 12, the offi ce 
was again closed at lunchtime. 

Upwards of ten customers 
were milling around outside the 
station waiting for the postal em-
ployee to return from  lunch that 
particular day, the woman re-
called.

After waiting patiently out-
side for over an hour, the custom-
ers began to grow restless.

Getting fi dgety, some custom-

ers began tapping on the post of-
fi ce front windows when they no-
ticed an employee moving about 
inside. 

The employee then changed 
the ‘Out-To-Lunch’ sign to a 
‘Closed-For-Safety-Reasons’ sign.

According to the resident, the 
USPS employee later told her that 
the sign was put up in response 
to the “unruly crowd” of  waiting 
customers that were “banging on 

the glass door”.
“The customers weren’t 

banging on the door - they were 
tapping on it because they knew 
that an employee was inside and 
they wanted to get the person’s 
attention, even though the (Out-
To-Lunch) sign was in the door 
window,” the Allerton resident 
recalled. 

“We couldn’t get a response, 
a time frame - nothing. Collec-
tively, we all felt that we were be-
ing treated with no respect.”

According to the USPS, some 
fi nance stations, although not 

all, can be a one- or two-person 
operation, making it diffi cult for 
an employee to manage customer 
fl ow when the other employee 
takes a lunch break.

“We need to make sure we 
(USPS) stay on top of these sce-
narios to make sure this happens 
less frequently - especially at (fi -
nance) stations, where (staffi ng 
is) limited,” said Xavier Hernan-
dez, NYC’s corporate communica-
tions spokesperson for USPS.

According to the USPS, the fi -
nance station consists of one full-

time person assigned to the offi ce, 
along with a second employee who 
rotates among various stations.

The incident on May 12, ac-
cording to the USPS, occurred 
when the regular offi ce clerk was 
on leave and only one other em-
ployee was working at the loca-
tion.

The USPS’s collective bargain-
ing agreement requires a one-
hour lunch break for full-time 
employees. 

According to the USPS, the 
pool clerk puts up signage to no-
tify the public that a lunch break 
is being taken, and records that 
the lunch break occurred as 
scheduled.

The USPS was unable to con-
fi rm the ‘unsafe conditions’ on 
May 12, which apparently caused 
the employee to close the offi ce for 
the balance of the day. 

They also could not confi rm 
that the offi ce was closed longer 
than the scheduled lunch break.

Business hours for the Es-
planade Station are Mondays 
through Fridays from 8 a.m. to 4 
p.m.

BY PATRICK ROCCHIO
World-class aerosol artists 

painted a tribute to an FDNY 
Emergency Medical Technician 
who died performing her duties in 
Soundview. 

Borough-based TATS CRU and 
FX Crew, professional graffi ti art-
ists and mural makers, donated 
their time on Thursday, May 25 to 
paint a tribute mural remember-
ing EMT Yadira Arroyo. 

Arroyo passed away in the line 
of duty on Thursday, March 16 in 

Soundview after a career crimi-
nal stole her ambulance and 
dragged her behind the vehicle. 

The mural dedicated to Ar-
royo includes a large image of her 
in her EMT uniform, a depiction 
of Station 26 in the Morrisania, 
known as the ‘Tin House,’ and in-
cludes inscriptions like “forever 
in our hearts.”

The mural is part of a larger 
one dedicated to the community in 
2015 at Morrison and Westchester 
avenues, and Arroyo is placed in 
that mural next to U.S. Supreme 
Court Justice Sonia Sotomayor.

William Rivera, Community 
Board 9 district manager, said 
that the board donated paint for 
the mural, and that it was a fi tting 
tribute to the EMT who gave her 
life in service to her community. 

“The TATS CRU and FX Crew 
are artists from our district who 
are supportive of the great things 
happening in our district and 
tragedies through art,” said Ri-
vera. “They go all over the world 
representing the Bronx…and it is 
great that they sometimes come 
back to where they came from 
and do this community artwork 
for free.” 

Rivera said that he was in 
touch with Arroyo’s cousin, who 

said the FDNY EMS members 
who knew her or worked with 
her were appreciative of the mu-
ral effort. 

“They are looking forward to 
thanking the artists personally,” 
he said.

Wilfredo “Bio” Feliciano, one 
of TATS CRU founding members 
who worked on the mural dedica-
tion, said that the artwork took 
fi ve to six hours to paint, from 

roughly 11:30 a.m. to 4:30 p.m. 
A colleague of Arroyo’s from 

the FDNY’s EMS unit provided 
the artists with a pencil sketch of 
Arroyo, and working off of that, 
as well as photos, it was created, 
he said. 

Generally speaking, memorial 
walls are some of the more inti-
mate work that TATS CRU does 
within the community, he said. 

“You are dealing with actual 

people who lived and were loved 
in the community,” said Feliciano, 
adding “It is different from paint-
ing a regular mural for us.” 

Even though the artists may 
not have personally known Ar-
royo, seeing the pain and the af-
termath of painting memorials 
to fallen community members is 
something that can be an emo-
tional experience, he said. 

Alfredo Oyague, FX Crew 
founder, said the group picked 
the larger mural that depicts 
community  icons to paint this 
latest update because it was a 
section that had depicted Afrika 
Bambaataa. 

Bambaataa, a rapper who 
helped found the Universal Zulu 
Nation, was originally painted 
on the wall in 2015, because of his 
roots in Soundview, according to 
a previous Bronx Times story. 

But since then allegations 
against Bambaataa involving 
sexual abuse has emerged. 

The location was experienc-
ing vandalism, said both Oyague 
and Feliciano. 

Oyague said that putting Ar-
royo in the larger mural was a fi t-
ting tribute to a woman who paid 
the ultimate price in an effort to 
save lives as an EMT. 
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A view of the mural dedicated to EMT Yadira Arroyo.  
                           Photo courtesy of Joe Conzo

TATS CRU, FX paint mural to fallen EMT

The TATS CRU and 
FX Crew are artists 
from our district 

who are supportive 
of the great things 
happening in our 

district and tragedies 
through art.
William Rivera
Community Board 9

‘Unruly customers’ force postal station closure

U.S. Post Offi ce Esplanade Station, closed early on Friday, May 12, as customers 
waited outside. Community News Group / Steven Goodstein



BY ARTHUR CUSANO
As many Americans prepared 

to celebrate Memorial Day, the 
faculty at James J. Peters VA Med-
ical Center in Kingsbridge spent 
the morning of Thursday, May 25, 
paying tribute to America’s mili-
tary with the groundbreaking for 
a new veteran facility.

Two 16-unit residential build-
ings will be erected on hospital 
grounds courtesy of the Fischer 
House Foundation. 

The foundation has made a 
name for itself creating transi-
tional housing for veterans and 
their families at VA facilities 
across the country, but Fischer 
House CEO Kenneth Fischer said 
this project - the fi rst in the city - 
was special, since he grew up in 
nearby Riverdale.

“Being a native son of the 
Bronx, I’d be lying if I said this 
one didn’t mean a little more to 
me and my family,” Fischer told 
the patriotic crowd gathered un-
der a large tent as rain fell hard 
across the borough.

The new facilities will open up 
the hospital’s services to veterans 
outside the city, he explained.

“These two Fischer houses 

will now serve not just veterans 
from the metropolitan area, but 
veterans from as far away as New 
England, can get the care the Pe-
ters VA should be better known 
for,” Fischer said. “The work that 
goes on here is so special.”  

The two buildings provide a 
free home away from home for 
families of veterans receiving 
treatment at the hospital. 

The facilities are estimated to 
cost approximately $14 million, 
and are slated to open in 2018. 

The Fischer House program 
was started in 1990 by Fischer’s 
father, Zachary Fischer, a New 
York developer. 

The organization has provided 
around seven million days of free 
lodging to more than 300,000 mili-
tary families, saving vets and 

their families more than $360 mil-
lion in travel expenses. 

Delta Airlines, a long-time con-
tributor to the program, donated 
$1 million to the Bronx project.

The project will create a home-
away-from-home for families re-
ceiving medical care, said James 
J. Peters hospital director Dr. 
Erik Langhoff.

“Thank you for your many sac-

rifi ces that you and your families 
have made on behalf of this coun-
try,” Langhoff said.

Holding the event on the eve of 
Memorial Day was especially fi t-
ting, he noted.

“The service and sacrifi ce of 
our fallen warriors and the care 
and support for those who re-
turn from war are forever linked 
through the American spirit,” 
Langhoff said.  “And through VAs 
everywhere, who care for those 
who have gone into battle.” 

Borough President Ruben 
Diaz Jr. said veterans were a pri-
ority as the borough was seeing a 
renaissance, and recalled a fate-
ful veteran’s breakfast in which 
keynote speaker Ken Fischer told 
him the Bronx would get its fi rst 
Fischer Houses. 

He thanked Fischer for doing 
what he called God’s work, and 
asked those on hand to remember 
the real reason for the upcoming 
holiday.

“Don’t just make this about 
barbecues and hamburgers and 
hot dogs or beer,” Diaz said. 
“There’s a reason we are able to 
celebrate this weekend, and every 
other weekend this summer sea-
son.”

BY ROBERT WIRSING
This year’s Fair @ the Square is fi lled 

to the brim with excitement!
The ninth annual Fair @ the Square is 

set for Saturday, June 17 from 11 a.m. to 
7 p.m., rain or shine, along East Tremont 
and Lane avenues between Westchester 
Avenue and Silver Street.

The free event presented by the 
Westchester Square Business Improve-
ment District and Image Marketing pro-
motes Westchester Square’s diverse and 
thriving community.

According to Lisa Sorin, WSBID ex-
ecutive director, over 5,000 people are ex-
pected to attend the celebration featuring 
live musical performances, family fun, 
vendors, food, jewelry crafting, beauty 
products, coupons and raffl es, donated 
books from the Huntington Free Library 
and Metro Optics vision screenings.

Yasmin Cruz, Image Marketing event 
planner, said WSBID will debut its new 
mascot infl uenced by the Square’s rich 
Revolutionary Era history.

Sorin noted WSBID is the fi rst BID to 
have a mascot.

NYC Small Business Service, WSBID 

and Image Marketing are implementing 
‘Passport to the Past,’ in which partici-
pants visit several stores in the neigh-
borhood’s historic business district.

This encourages everyone to learn 
about the Square’s history while promot-
ing local businesses.

Participating stores include 777 
Gourmet Deli on 2708 E. Tremont Av-
enue, Tremont Lotto & Hookah on 2710 
E. Tremont Avenue, Ljubo Pizza on 15 
Westchester Square, Pawn Brokers on 
2712 E. Tremont Avenue, Atax on 1442 
Williamsbridge Road, 1-800 Fix on 21 
Westchester Square, Alex Furniture on 
76 Westchester Square, NY Bronx Brick 
Oven on 123 Westchester Avenue, Na-
tional Diner on 135 Westchester Square, 
William’s Deli on 122 Westchester 
Square, Pink Princess Nails on 1422 Wil-
liamsbridge Road and Metro Optics on 25 
Westchester Square.

A mural created by artist Damien 
Mitchell will be unveiled at 2610 E. Trem-
ont Avenue during the fair.

Mitchell’s mural depicts black and 
white Victorian homes juxtaposed with 
a vibrant 1930s street cart.

The multicultural festival features an 
all-day concert series co-hosted by Artie 
Rodriguez of the Diamante Show and El-
vis impersonator Gene DiNapoli.

Additional activities include a FDNY 
Smoke House, an antique MTA bus, face 
painting, a trackless train going around 
Owen Dolen Park, a 38-foot-long obstacle 
course, infl atable attractions and arts 
and crafts.

The extravaganza features live per-
formances by freestyle artists George 
Lamond and Cynthia, ReignJah Band, 
Just Nuts Party Band, G-String, Johnny 
Mambo and Friends featuring Pepito 
Gomez, Da Funk Factory, Kenny Su-
preme, Troubled Empire, guest deejays 
DJ Lexs and DJ Kool Bob Skl and the 
Elite Dance Stars.

“Fair @ the Square is a signature 
showcase event that has grown along 
with the BID and with this event, we want 
to show that Westchester Square has so 
much to offer everyone,” said Sorin.

Sorin would like to thank the organi-
zations, elected offi cials, sponsors, per-
formers and WSBID board of directors 
for their help in making 2017’s Fair @ the 

Square possible.
The Westchester Square Merchants 

Association, in partnership with the 
Bronx Council on the Arts and NYC De-
partment of Parks and Recreation, in-
vites everyone to attend this year’s fes-
tival.

For additional information, contact 
Image Marketing at (718) 395-1932.
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“Fair @ the Square is a signature showcase event 
that has grown along with the BID and with this 
event, we want to show that Westchester Square 
has so much to offer everyone,” - Lisa Sorin, 
Westchester Business Improvement District ex-
ecutive director. 
 File Photo

Fair @ the Square set for 
Saturday, June 17th

An artist’s rendering of two buildings planned for the James J. Peters VA hospital in Kingsbridge. The two buildings will 
house 36 veteran families getting care at the facility at a time. Fischer House Foundation

Fischer House brings vet housing to Kingsbridge VA





BY STEVEN GOODSTEIN
A Bronx convent says, “please - no 

more trees!”
Religious organization Sisters, Ser-

vants of Mary, located at 3305 Country 
Club Road, is currently fi ghting the city’s 
plan to plant fi ve new trees in the sidewalk 
area directly in front of their property.

This may not seem like a big issue - 
but the Sisters, Servants of Mary parcel 
already has eight trees, along with other 
large bushes and shrubs, not far from the 
front property line.

Each tree plot would require the re-
moval of two concrete slabs, measuring 
out to about eight feet by three feet. 

Potential tree pits are already marked 
in white paint.

According to the convent, the tree 
plantings would crowd the area and re-
quire more maintenance by the Sisters, 
Servants of Mary to keep the sidewalks 
clean when the trees drop its leaves.

“Planting these trees would be a liabil-
ity - especially for an organization that 
does not charge for their services or re-
ceive fi nancial aid from the city, state or 
church ,” said Cathy Praino, president of 
the auxiliary for the Sisters, Servants of 
Mary, who received a call from Mother 
Superior last month regarding the plan, 
after Mother Superior had seen tree plot 

markings. 
“These women do not have the money 

to pay a service to cleanup after the trees 
- and since they are all older women, they 
would be unable to take care of it them-
selves.”

Praino, who worked for the NYC Parks 
Department for nearly 30 years, said 
that since the beginning of May, she has 
reached out to her park contacts, includ-
ing NYC Parks fi rst deputy commissioner 
Liam Kavanagh as well as Mayor de Bla-
sio’s offi ce, yielding a minimal response 
and scant replies.

Sisters, Servants of Mary cared for 
Praino’s mother at her home before she 
passed away in the early 1980s.

“It is not going to look good if fi ve more 
trees are planted on the sidewalk. They 
should plant them somewhere else,” said 
Sister Ema of Sisters, Servants of Mary. 
“We understand that the sidewalk is not 
our property, and we don’t want to give 
off the impression that we don’t think 
trees are a good addition to a neighbor-
hood, but it is going to be way too crowded 
if those trees are planted.

According to the Parks Department, 
the agency reviewed the location and has 
already determined that the location is 
unsuitable for new trees due to the lush 
shrubbery and trees that already exist on 

the convent property.
Sisters, Servants of Mary is a Spanish 

order of nurses that has cared for the sick, 
dying and elderly in their own homes 
since 1931. 

The organization depends solely on 
donations that are raised from various 
events they host, including luncheons, 
golf outings and plant sales, among oth-
ers.

breathe and children a place 
to thrive,” Lazaar said. “Parks 
are the places that helped 
make Co-op City a neighbor-
hood, a community - parks 
help civilize us.” 

The mayor used the event 
to discuss the importance of 
public parks in the city and 
the work to expedite parks 
projects over the past three 
years.

“Knowing that beautiful 
waterfront was there looking 
out over Pelham Bay Park, but 
wasn’t accessible  the way it 
should be, that’s frustrating, 
right?” de Blasio said.

The mayor, who was joined 
by NYC Parks and Recreation 
Commissioner Mitchell Silver, 
said that the park idea was 
brought up at a recent meet-
ing with Co-op City leaders.

 He said the city was able 
to work with Riverbay to get 
the project up and running 
quickly. 

The elected officials on 
hand said they appreciated 
that effort.

King, dressed in a bright 
green suit, said Co-op City was 
going green with a new park 
that will give residents access 
to the placid waterfront.

“We won’t be doing any 
fishing over here, but we’ll 
have an opportunity to let 
our thoughts drift off into 
the waters or take a stroll on 

a Sunday afternoon,” King 
said.

Benedetto recalled seeing 
a rendering of a waterfront 
park in Co-op City’s manage-

ment office much like the one 
being announced. That park 
rendering included a  water-
front walkway. 

He credited Riverbay and 
the mayor with taking the 
action to finally make the 
park a reality.

“You made a dream come 
true, so thank you,” he said.

Benedetto said the NYC 
Parks Department would 
likely seek input from the 
community on what they 
want in the new park, a pro-
cess he said would likely take 
several months at best. 

Engel, who lived in Co-op 
City for 26 years, recalled his 
time as a resident and the 
impact of the 45,000-resident 
private development in get-
ting him elected. 

He thanked the mayor for 
making the park a reality, as 
well as the Riverbay board 
members. 

“They don’t get paid, 
they’re volunteers,” En-
gel said. “They run (for the 
board) because they care 
about the community.”
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from Page 1

Planned Co-op City park to utilize riverfront 

Assemblyman Michael Bendetto and Councilman Andy King were among local leaders who joined Mayor de Blasio in an-
nouncing a new park for Co-op City on Thursday, May 25. Arthur Cusano

Sisters, Servants of Mary already has eight trees and numerous large bushes and shrubs on its prop-
erty, very close to its property line. Community News Group / Steven Goodstein

Sisters, Servants of Mary: 
“Please, no more trees!”
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BRIDAL FASHION
BRIDAL CENTER
7233 Amboy Road, Staten Island, (718) 227-8647
www.alwaysabridesmaidboutique.com

BRIDAL STYLES BOUTIQUE
905 Ave. U, Brooklyn, (718) 339–3222
www.bridalstylesboutique.com

MONEY SAVER SHOES INC.
Specializing Wide Widths, Dyeable & Evening Shoes
2098 Flatbush Ave., Brooklyn, (718) 258-0171

ULTIMATE FASHIONS
4255 Amboy Rd, SI, NY 10308  (718) 605-3274
316 Woodbridge Center Drive, Woodbridge, NJ 07095
(732) 750-1174, ultfash@optonline.net  
Staten Island Mall
Lower Level, Macy’s Wing Staten Island New York 10314 (718) 
370-2984, www.ultfash.com

TUXEDOS
TUXEDO WORLD OF STATEN ISLAND
2791 Richmond Ave #6, SI, NY 10314
(718) 698-4859, www.tuxedoworldsi.com

CATERING & VENUES
ADRIA HOTEL & CONFERENCE CENTER
221-17 Northern Boulevard, Bayside, NY 11361
(718) 631-5900, www.adriahotelny.com

ATLAS STEAKHOUSE
943 Coney Island Avenue, off  18th Ave., Brooklyn, NY
(646) 494-7227, www.AtlasSteak.com

BAY RIDGE MANOR
476 76th St., Brooklyn, (718) 748-8855
www.bayridgemanor.com

BAYSIDE HISTORICAL SOCIETY
208 Totten Ave - Fort Totten, Bayside, NY 11359, 
(718) 352-1548, www.baysidehistorical.org/rentals.html

BUCKLEY’S
2926 Ave. S, Brooklyn
(718) 998-4222, www.buckleyscaterers.com

DYKER BEACH GOLF COURSE
86th Street and 7th Avenue, Brooklyn, NY 11228
(718) 836–9722 x 1 or privateeventdirector@dykerbeachgc
www.dykerbeachgc.com

EDIBLE ARRANGEMENTS
133-22 Springfi eld Blvd. (718) 528-3344
158-18 Cross Bay Blvd. (718) 848-3344
1357 Fulton St. (718) 622-3344
1557 Ralph Ave. (718) 451-3344
www.ediblearrangements.com/stores/StoreLocator.aspx

GLEN TERRACE
5313 Ave. N, Brooklyn (718) 252-4614

GRAND OAKS COUNTRY CLUB
200 Huguenot Ave., Staten Island
(718) 356–2771, www.grandoaksnyc.com

GRAND PROSPECT HALL
263 Prospect Ave., Brooklyn (718) 788-0777
www.grandprospecthall.com

GREENHOUSE CAFE
7717 Third Ave., Brooklyn (718) 833-8200
www.greenhousecafe.com

IL FORNETTO
2902 Emmons Ave. in Brooklyn, (718) 332-8494
www.ilFornettoRestaurant.com

KENNEDY’S BREEZY POINT
406 Bayside, Rockaway Point, NY 11697
(718) 945-0202, www.kennedysbreezypoint.com

MARBELLA RESTAURANT
220-33 Northern Blvd., Bayside, NY 11361
(718) 423-0100, www.marbella-restaurant.com

NICK’S LOBSTER HOUSE
2777 Flatbush Ave, Brooklyn, NY 11234, (718) 253-7117

PARADISE CATERING HALL
51 Avenue U, Brooklyn, NY 11223
(718) 372-4352, www.theparadisecateringhall.com

THE PEARL ROOM
8518 - 3rd Avenue, Brooklyn, NY 11209
(718) 833-6666, www.pearlroombklyn.com

PELHAM BAY & SPLIT ROCK GOLF COURSE
870 Shore Road, Bronx, NY 10464, (718) 885-1258 x224 or  
privateeventdirector@pelhamsplitrock
http://www.pelhamsplitrock.com

QUEENS BOTANICAL GARDEN
43-50 Main St, Flushing, NY 11355 (718) 886-3800 x201
www.queensbotanical.org/weddingsandevents

SCHNITZEL HAUS
7319 5th Avenue, Bay Ridge, NY 11029
(718) 836-5600, www.schnitzelhausny.com

SIRICO’S CATERERS
8015-23 13th Ave., Brooklyn, (718) 331-2900,
www.siricoscaterers.net

TERRACE ON THE PARK
52-11 111 Street, Flushing, NY 11368, (718) 592-5000,
www.terraceonthepark.com

THE VANDERBILT AT SOUTH BEACH
300 Father Capodanno Blvd., Staten Island
(718) 447-0800, www.vanderbiltsouthbeach.com

LODGING
ADRIA HOTEL AND CONFERENCE CENTER
221-17 Northern Boulevard, Bayside, NY 11361
www.adriahotelny.com, (800) 272-3742

ENTERTAINMENT
AMAZING BOTTLE DANCERS
(800) 716-0556, pasproductions@yahoo.com 
www.bottledancers.com

E-SQUARED PRODUCTIONS/
360 ENTERTAINMENT
4308 Richmond Ave. in Staten Island or 1665 Bath Ave. in 
Brooklyn, (718) 227–3235, www.e2dj.com

FAVORS & INVITATIONS
UNFORGETTABLE EVENTS
2049 Flatbush Ave in Brooklyn, (718) 377-4535,

FLORISTS
FLORAL FANTASY
3031 Quentin Rd. in Brooklyn, (718) 998-7060 or
(800) 566–8380, www.fl oralfantasyny.com

HENRY’S FLORIST
8103 Fifth Ave. in Brooklyn
(800) 543-6797 or (718) 238–3838, 
www.henrysfl oristweddingevents.com

MARINE FLORIST AND DECORATORS
1995 Flatbush Ave. in Brooklyn, 
(800) 447-6730 or (718) 338-3600, 
www.marinefl orists.com

JEWELRY
BENNY’S JEWELRY
89-02 165th Street, Suite B-1, Jamaica, NY 11432
(718) 526-4613, www.bennyny.com

BOBBY’S JEWELERS DIAMOND SPECIALIST
514 - 81 Street, Brooklyn, NY, 11209
(718) 745-1725

LIMOUSINE SERVICES
MILA LIMOUSINE CORPORATION
(718) 232-8973, www.milalimo.com

ROMANTIQUE/DOUBLE DIAMOND LIMOUSINES
1421-86 Street, Brooklyn (718) 351-7273
2041-Hylan Blvd., Staten island (718) 351-7273
www.rddlimos.com

SERGI’S PARTY LIMO
171-15A Northern Blvd, Queens, NY 11358
(718) 353-5466, (212) 682-4040, (516) 489-4040
Toll Free: (888) 546-6134, (888) limo-134
Fax: (718) 353-5499, info@sergislimo.com
www.sergislimo.com

VIP LIMOS SVC
(516) 488-LIMO(5466), 
www.viplimosvc.com

PHOTOGRAPHY & VIDEO
FANTASY PHOTOGRAPHY
3031 Quentin Rd., Brooklyn (718) 998-0949
www.fantasyphotographyandvideo.com

GLAMOUR ME PHOTO & VIDEO
104-12 111th St., South Richmond Hill, (888) 400-2738 or (718) 
504–1970, www.glamourmestudio.com

ONE FINE DAY PHOTOGRAPHERS
459 Pacifi c St., Massapequa Park (516) 690–1320
www.onefi nedayphotographers.com

SALONS
AF BENNETT SALON
350 New Dorp Lane, Staten Island NY 10306
(718) 979-9000 www.afbennett.com

PILO ARTS SALON
8412 3 Ave, Brooklyn (718) 748–7411  www.piloarts.com

SERVICES
JOSEPH LICHTER, D.D.S.
1420 Ave. P in Brooklyn, (718) 339-7878,
www.josephlichterdds.com

OMNI DENTAL CARE
313 Kings Hwy. in Brooklyn, (718) 376-8656
www.omnidentalcare.com

THE VEIN CENTER OF THE VASCULAR INSTITUTE 
OF NY
Dr. Natalie Marks
960 - 50 Street, Brooklyn, NY 11219  
(718) 438-0067
www.vascularnyc.com

TRAVEL
JO-LYN TRAVEL AGENCY
7505-15th Avenue, Brooklyn, NY 11219
(718) 232-3139, jolyntravel@aol.com

WEDDING EXPOS
BOSCO’S WEDDING EXPO
www.cl.boscoweddings.com

BRIDAL AFFAIR
(718) 317–9701, www.bridalaff air.com

GREAT BRIDAL EXTRAVAGANZA
North Babylon, NY 11703, 631-667-EXPO (3976)
www.greatbridalextravaganza.com

TO BE INCLUDED IN THIS DIRECTORY CALL (718) 260–2500


