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Latest ‘Bridgegate’ snarls traffi c, chokes nabes

Crowning Achievement

MTA CAUSES
BRIDGE CHAOS

Continued on Page 79

Continued on Page 79

Einstein Hospital complaints bubble over

BY ARTHUR CUSANO
As Memorial Day week-

end approaches, east Bronx 
residents and elected offi cials 
worry traffi c from recent lane 
closures and closed tollbooths 
on MTA bridges will make 
holiday traffi c a nightmare. 

Road work on the Throgs 
Neck, Whitestone and RFK 
bridges to install cashless 
tolling has caused major traf-
fi c delays and other inconve-
niences for Bronx residents, 
said Locust Point resident 
Robert Dean.  

When the Throgs Neck 
Bridge toll plaza traffi c is 
heavy, the I-295 Harding Ave-
nue exit is blocked off, he said. 

To make matters worse,  
motorists are using the Hard-
ing Avenue entrance to access 
the bridge to avoid several 
hours of backed-up highway 

traffi c caused by the cashless 
tolling work.

“God forbid an ambulance, 
or police car or fi re truck 
had to get into Locust Point, 
there’s no way they can,” he 
said. The community has only 
one means of egress.    

Locust Point Civic Asso-
ciation president Joe Dono-
van said he got a dozen angry 
phone calls from residents 
over the May 21 to May 22 
weekend about the traffi c, 
which essentially blocked off 
the entire community.

“Our neighborhood is in an 
uproar, and this isn’t going to 
get better any time soon,” he 
said.

The Throgs Neck Bridge 
entrance is supposed to be 
closed on the weekends to pre-
vent such problems, but Dono-
van said it was open for some 

reason this weekend and he 
didn’t know why.

Some residents were told 
that the governor’s offi ce or-
dered it opened. 

Even Goggle Maps advised 
motorists to use the shortcut 
as the best bridge route to save 
time.

“Nowadays we have extra 
state troopers on our bridges, 
but there’s no one there to di-
rect traffi c, and we don’t un-
derstand it,” he said.

Donovan said he commutes 
to LaGuardia Airport in 
Queens every day, a 14-minute 
trip home he said now takes  45 
minutes on a good day, regard-
less of what bridge he used.

Community Board 10 pres-
ident Martin Prince said he 
was aware of the traffi c prob-
lems, and said he would reach 

The Bronx Puerto Rican Day Parade, Inc. celebrated its Bronx 
Puerto Rican Day Parade Men’s Pageant on Sunday, May 14 at the 
Asmara Ballroom. Edwin Feliciano was crowned this year’s pag-
eant king. See more photos on page 57  Photo by Miriam Quin

BY ARTHUR CUSANO
Local leaders say com-

plaints about patient care at 
Montefi ore’s Einstein Campus 
have increased and these fail-
ings came to a head at a recent 
Community Board 11 meet-
ing. 

Several board members 
voiced their frustrations 
with Mariella Salazar, Mon-
tefi ore’s government and com-
munity relations manager, at 
the Thursday, April 27 meet-
ing held at the adjacent Albert 
Einstein College of Medicine.

Board member Dom 
Schiano took umbrage with 
Salazar’s promotion of open 

houses for health clinics and 
a teddy bear hospital event, 
and instead asked the hospi-
tal spokesperson to engage the 
board about issues of impor-
tance.

Schiano complained that 
during a recent hospital stay 
his room was cut in half to 
accommodate two more pa-
tients, that his hospital bed 
was so damaged that he spent 
three days in a chair and that 
he was given socks that did 
not fi t him, forcing him to go 
barefoot. 

Schiano also complained 
about patients left in beds in 
the hallways for an entire day.

“(Hospital staff) who 
passed by just kept saying, 
‘I’m very sorry to hear that,’” 
Schiano said. “Everyone had 
the same line, but nobody tried 
to do anything about it.”

Fellow CB11 member Al 
D’Angelo said the Health and 
Human Service Committee 
had been asking Montefi ore to 
meet with them over various 
issues, but had become frus-
trated with the unwillingness 
of hospital executives to do so.  

He said he and fellow board 
member Tony Signorile re-
cently did a walkthrough at 
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Visit Our NEW Web-Site: www.reliablebronxdentist.com
Go To Our Blog To See Our Weekly Specials! 

Vist Our New Web-ite: www.reliablebronxdentist.com
For More Information Visit Us At 

www.bronxdentistny.com
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$15OFF
BUY 1 PAIR OF SAS SHOES

$40OFF
BUY 2 PAIR OF SAS SHOES

$20 OFF each additional pair

 Sale expires on June 7th, 2017
MEMORIAL DAY SALE

GATEWAY SHOPPING CENTER
2500 Central Park Ave

#22-5
Yonkers, NY 10710

Phone : (914) 395-0037

Mon- Wed : 9:30am to 6pm
Thu : 9:30am to 8pm

Fri-Sat : 9:30am to 6pm
Sun : 12pm to 5pm

SAS SHOES
Home of the hard to fi nd sizes

Journey -mesh bleu

JV -gray mesh Bout Time -mulch

Tour -brown

Men’s Style

Women’s Style

Sporty -silver Sunny -latte

Duo -natural

Bravo -brown

Savvy -blue denim

Mystic -pinkNudu -navy

Men’s sizes range 6-15, slim to triple wide 
Women’s sizes range 4-12, slim -triple wide

BY ARTHUR CUSANO
While the bright-blue Citi 

Bikes have become ubiqui-
tous in Manhattan and parts 
of Brooklyn and Queens, the 
other boroughs have been 
treated like orphans.

That may change in the 
coming months, as Motivate, 
the company that manages 
the bike-share program, is in 
early talks with city officials 
to bring the bikes to the Bronx 
and Staten Island. 

The plan put forth by Mo-
tivate calls for an additional 
6,000 bikes, with 4,000 of them 
targeted for the Bronx and 
Staten Island. 

Those boroughs will need to 
have sidewalk docks installed 
to allow residents to rent the 
bikes. 

The company said it can 
carry out the plan without us-
ing city tax dollars, if the city 
makes a few concessions to its 
contract.

In exchange for the ex-
panded service, the company 
is asking the city to waive the 
previously required payments 
to offset lost parking meter 
revenue and for more leeway in 
meeting performance bench-

Talks start to bring Citi Bike to the Bronx
marks.

 They also want exclusivity 
rights as the only bike-share 
program in the city to avoid 
competition from start-ups 
that could glut the market.  

The concessions are being 
requested to offset lower pro-
jected initial usage in the new 
boroughs than the current 
ones where ridership is thriv-
ing. 

Dani Simons, director of 
Communications and External 
Affairs at Motivate, said the 
company was committed to the 
goal of expanding Citi Bike to 
all five boroughs. 

 “We are f lexible in how to 
achieve it, including finding a 
sustainable way forward with-
out public funding,” Simons 
said. 

A spokesperson for the NYC 
Department of Transportation 
said no decision had been made 
about a Bronx expansion, but 
did not rule out the possibility.

“We are focused right 
now on an ambitious expan-
sion plan this coming sea-
son, but we are always dis-
cussing with Motivate ways 
to improve the system,” the 
spokesperson said.

City council members 
who asked about the proposal 
seemed to be in favor of the 
program coming to the bor-
ough.  

Councilman Fernando 

Cabrera, who represents the 
densely populated areas of 
Morris Heights, University 
Heights, Fordham and Kings-
bridge, said he has supported 
inclusion into the program 

since its inception in 2013, 
and that the time was right 
for the bike-sharing program 
to expand to the borough.

“This program must be 
made available to all New 
Yorkers and especially to 
lower-income people for 
whom public transit has be-
come unaffordable and pri-
vate transportation is often 
out of reach, Cabrera said. 
”Continuing the expansion of 
Citi Bike is an important step 
in achieving transportation 
equity.  The Bronx deserves 
the same amenities as other 
boroughs.”

Councilman Rafael Sala-
manca, who represents Hunts 
Point and much of the south 
Bronx, said the program 
would not only bring new 
transportation alternatives 
to the borough but would also 
have health benefits.

“We hear everyday from 
residents who want to utilize 
bike share in our borough,” 
Salamanca said. “Now, it’s 
only a matter of dollars and 
cents, as well as siting good 
locations for kiosks. But 
we feel confident this will 
happen sooner rather than 

Citi Bikes and their accompanying docking stations, like these in Brook-
lyn, could be headed for the Bronx, if negotiations can be worked out 
between the city and the company that maintains them. 
 Stefano Giovannini
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WE PUT THE APP BACK IN   
H A P P Y  H O U R !

SUNDAY-TUESDAY • 5PM-8PM • BAR AREA ONLY
COMPLIMENTARY APPETIZERS*

METRO CENTER ATRIUM  

1776 EASTCHESTER ROAD • BRONX, NY  
(718) 792-5000

* For guests enjoying Happy Hour drink specials at the bar only.  
Must purchase 1 drink per visit to receive offer. Offered on select appetizers. © 2017 Apple-Metro, Inc.

Sign up for emails  
at applebees.com

Find Us On

around
townby Patrick Rocchio

The Bronx Times Reporter 
will publish your announce-
ments. 

Send announcements 
along with photo, to: Bronx 
Times Reporter, 3604 E. Trem-
ont Avenue, or e-mail Bronx-
times@aol.com. 

Please include a phone 
number or a way to contact 
you in case of questions. 

Hello readers and welcome 
to another edition Around 
Town. 

Graduation

To our beautiful grand-
daughter Victoria: wishing 
you all of our love always on 
your graduation in May 2017. 

We are so proud of you. Keep 
up the good work -- Gram, pop 
and uncle Matt. 

In the U.S. Navy

U.S. Navy Petty Offi cer 

Yennmi Martinez, 2nd 
Class Borough native and 
DeWitt Clinton High School 
graduate, is serving aboard 
one of the U.S. Navy’s largest 
warships, the USS Dwight D. 
Eisenhower. 

Martinez works as a ma-
chinist’s mate aboard the 
Norfolk-based ship, a nu-
clear-powered aircraft car-
rier which is one of ten opera-
tional aircraft carriers in the 
Navy today. 

Yennmi Martinez

As summer nears, so does 
the fun. It’s not only a time for 
children to play outside until 
the sun goes down, but also an 
opportunity for their imagi-
nations to run wild as they 
dive into a new, exciting book. 
That’s why, in partnership 
with New York State librar-
ies, Assemblyman Michael R. 
Benedetto is inviting children 
to participate in the Assem-
bly’s annual Summer Reading 
Challenge. This year’s theme 
is “Build a Better World,” en-
couraging readers to think 
about ways they can improve 
and transform their own com-
munities. Young readers are 
rewarded with the Assembly 
Excellence in Reading certifi -
cate to recognize their efforts 
and dedication. 

“From fi ction to biogra-
phy, fairy tales to superhero 
adventures, books offer kids 
a chance to meet unforget-
table characters, explore new 
times and places and learn 
important lessons,” said Bene-
detto. “So when school ends 
and summer begins, let’s 
make sure our kids keep read-
ing and stay on the path to a 
brighter future.”

By partnering with New 
York State libraries, the As-

sembly’s Summer Reading 
Challenge ensures that any 
child can fi nd a book to en-
joy. While they are there, 
they can also take advantage 
of the wide variety of enrich-
men programs that libraries 
offer.  To make sure no child 
goes hungry this summer, lo-
cal area libraries also offers 
free meals. 

The challenge asks chil-
dren to read a book for a mini-
mum of 15 minutes a day for at 
least 40 days during July and 
August. Children can read 
alone or with a partner or 
caregiver and mark off days 
on the calendar provided. . 
Those who participate will be 
awarded a New York State As-
sembly Excellence in Reading 
Certifi cate during a presenta-
tion at the end of the summer.   

“Encouraging reading is 
so important to our kids, and 
summer is a time when they 
can really follow their own in-
terests,” said Assemblyman 
Benedetto.   “The memories 
made getting lost in a good 
book will stay with them for-
ever.”

For more information visit 
summerreadingnys.org, email 
benedettom@nyassembly.gov  
or call (718) 892-2235.

Summer Reading Challenge

Victoria
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Learn more about our LOW-COST health plan 
for eligible individuals!

The Essential Plan
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Enroll ALL YEAR LONG!
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How do I Qualify? Call Fidelis Care to learn more!
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To learn more about applying for health insurance including Child Health Plus  
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visit www.nystateofhealth.ny.gov or call 1-855-355-5777.
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(1-888-343-3547) TTY: 1-800-421-1220
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NOW OFFERING OFF-PREMISE CATERING

Catering For Communions, Confirmations, Graduations, Birthday Parties,
Anniversary Parties, And All Your Special Occasions

Marina        Del Rey
C A T E R E R S

Marina        Del Rey
C A T E R E R S

From Our House To Yours
All the delicious food that has made Marina del Rey a premier spot for your private event

is now available for delivery or pickup

718-931-6500
One Marina Drive

Throgs Neck, NY 10465
www.marinadelreyny.com

BY PATRICK ROCCHIO
An Allerton artist, who has 

created everything from fi ne 
art to crafts for decades, is at 
it again. 

Marion Hughes, an 89-year-
old artist has 32 space objects 
and robots that she built over 
three months on display at 
the Allerton Library through 
Monday, June 5. 

The objects are made of dis-
carded objects, painted dispos-
able containers for the most 
part, combined with other ev-
eryday trash like corks, lip-
stick and drinking straws 
added for effect, said Hughes. 

The display, which is on the 
second fl oor of the branch at 
2740 Barnes Avenue near the 
children’s section, contains 16 
spacecrafts and 16 robots.

They are designed to in-
spire and encourage young 
people to use their imagina-
tions, she said. 

Rather than use the whole 
palate of colors, Hughes chose 
to limit the colors to black 
and silver paint in hopes of 
enticing questions about the 
objects used in the minds of 
youngsters. 

“I wanted the items to be 

Allerton artist creates space objects, robots 
uniform so that the children 
could better see the materials 
that were used and the shapes 
of the objects,” said Hughes. 

The artist, a mother of 
three adult children, said that 
she is concerned because she 
believes that children today 
are having “their childhood’s 
stolen from them by electron-
ics.” 

“I want them to use their 
imaginations,” said Hughes. 
“That’s my most important 
message.” 

The theme of the artwork, 
which is creativity from ev-
eryday objects, is evident in 
the containers and other ma-
terials used. 

The artist also used empty  
ketchup bottles and peanut 
butter jars, toothpaste tubes, 
bottle caps, lint remover, 
wire, thumb tacks and bubble 
wrap to build her space ob-
jects. 

In the past two years, she 
has had two other exhibits at 
the Allerton Library, includ-
ing an exhibit called A Paper 
House of Furniture in 2016, 
which portrayed rooms in a 
house made almost entirely 
from paper. 

Another showcase of her 
work at the Allerton branch, 
in 2015, portrayed women 
from around the world sign-
ing in an international wom-
en’s choir. 

For that project, bottles 
were used, painted and clothed 
to look like women from Paki-
stan, China, the West Indies, 
Sweden, Mexico, Africa and 
India. 

On this latest exhibit now, 
feedback has been positive, 
said Hughes, adding that an 
NYPL manager came to view 
the display and told her that 
children were descriptive in 
describing how much they ad-
mired the exhibit. 

Hughes said that she be-
came interested in art when 
she worked as a freelance tex-
tile designer.

She took professional art 
classes after entering Lehman 
College at the age of  54-years-
old, she said. 

A previous Bronx Times 
article from 1988 described 
her as “a consummate profes-
sional artist.” 

She is a studio painter who 
works in oils, pastels and wa-
tercolors, as well as her per-
sonal favorite, pencil. 

Marion Hughes stands next to the display of more than 30 robots and spaceships made out of discarded items 
like plastic bottles and of imagination. The items are now on display at the NYPL Allerton branch. 
 Community News Group / Patrick Rocchio
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BY ROBERT WIRSING
Bronxites will get to learn more 

about the eight candidates competing 
in this year’s 13th Council District’s 
primary race.

The Waterbury-LaSalle Commu-
nity Association will host a public fo-
rum on Tuesday, May 30 at 7:30 p.m. 
at First Lutheran Church of Throggs 
Neck on 3075 Baisley Avenue. 

Assemblyman Mark Gjonaj, John 
Marano, Alex Gomez, John Doyle, 
Marjorie Velazquez, John Cerini, Mu-
hammad Abuhaikal and Victor Or-
tiz have announced their intentions 
to vie for the Democratic party nod 
to replace Councilman James Vacca 
who will be term-limited at the end of 
2017.

Vacca has served in the Council 
since 2005.

The candidates will commence the 
evening’s forum by presenting their 
platforms and ideas for improving the 
community.

Afterwards, they will be asked 
questions regarding the most critical 
community issues.

The forum will conclude with an 
opportunity to speak with each can-
didate while enjoying some light re-
freshments. 

Mary Jane Musano, Waterbury-La-
Salle Community Association presi-
dent, stated six of the eight candidates 
are confi rmed to attend.

She added the board is awaiting re-
sponses from two candidates whose 
identities were not revealed out of re-
spect.

“The position of City Council is 
critical to us in this area and we need 
someone who can support us in our 
needs,” expressed Musano.

Some critical community issues 
the candidates will be asked include 
overdevelopment, overcrowding and 
problems in local schools, infrastruc-
ture, parking and policing among 
many other causes for concern.

In the past few years, the members 
of the organization opposed the road 
diet implemented by Vacca over the 
group’s objections and felt they were 
denied input into the fi nal design of 
the P.S. 14 annex.

Musano said questions from board 
members and residents will be sub-
mitted to and collected by the Water-
bury-LaSalle Community Associa-
tion.

To keep the forum moving in a 

13th Council candidates 
forum set for May 30th

timely fashion, board members will 
read the questions aloud and will ask 
the query’s author to stand if he or she 
is present.

Each candidate will deliver his or 
her answer to a question specifi cally 
addressed to them.

Musano said the question and an-
swer session will be kept short be-
cause the proceeding reception allows 
guests a more intimate opportunity to 
speak with the candidates in a one-
on-one setting.  

“We want people to be educated 
about the position of Council because 
it is so important,” she said, adding. 
“The City Council is our fi rst line of 
defense and the elected chosen for 
this position should be the most clos-
est to us.”

Musano said Bronxites from Coun-
cil District 13 are welcomed to attend 
the upcoming forum.

Council District 13 encompasses 
Pelham Bay, Throggs Neck, Water-
bury-LaSalle, Country Club, Spencer 
Estate, Westchester Square, Edgewa-
ter Park, Silver Beach, Locust Point, 
Pelham Gardens, City Island, Al-
lerton, Pelham Parkway North and 
South and Morris Park.

This year’s City Council primary, 
as well as races for citywide offi ce, are 
set for Tuesday, September 12.

For information and to submit 
questions, contact Musano at (718) 
792-6385.

“The City Council is our fi rst line of defense 
and the elected chosen for this position 
should be the most closest to us.” - Mary 
Jane Musano, Waterbury-LaSalle Commu-
nity Association president. File Photo

Call 718.260.2555
..to sell your car in our 
CLASSIFIED SECTIONS 
& get...Real Results!
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We’ll be here 
tomorrow.

Sign up 
today.

SERVING NEW YORKERS FOR OVER 30 YEARS

During uncertain times, it’s good to know that our staff is 
culturally sensitive, fl uent in more than 40 languages and 
ready to serve over half a million members with a robust 

network of primary care doctors and specialists. We’re here 
today and we’ll be by your side tomorrow. Let’s plan ahead.
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BASEMENT FIRE IN PELHAM BAY

Firefi ghters responded to a basement fi re in Pelham Bay last week. According to the 
FDNY, a small storage room inside 1720 Mayfl ower Avenue caught fi re on Wednesday, 
May 17 at 3:30 p.m. Approximately 60 fi refi ghters and ten FDNY units were on the 
scene. The FDNY gained control over the blaze at 5 p.m. and reported that only the 
basement suffered minor damage. Fire marshals are still investigating the cause of 
the fi re.        Photo by Aracelis Batista MOUNT HOPE DRIVE-BY SHOOTING

Police are investigating a drive-by shooting that wounded three men in Mount Hope 
last week. According to a NYPD spokesman, three men were hospitalized on Mon-
day, May 15 after a being shot on Walton and East Tremont avenues. The gunman 
opened fi re into a crowd of people from inside a car just after 8 p.m.  A 18-year-old, 
26-year-old and 27-year-old were all struck in the back. They were taken to St. Barna-
bas Hospital with non-life threatening injuries. Anyone with information about this 
shooting is asked to call Crime Stoppers at (800) 577-TIPS. All calls are kept strictly 
confi dential.        Photo by Aracelis Batista

41 Precinct
Wednesday, May 17 at 8:16 a.m.  --  A stab-

bing was reported to cops in front of 970 Pros-
pect Avenue. The victim, a 23-year-old male, was 
stabbed with a cutting instrument. 

The victim endured stab wounds to his left 
shoulder, left hand and back. 

He was transported by EMS to Lincoln Hospital 
in stable condition. 

The individual cops are seeking, an unidenti-
fied man, fled the scene on foot. He was wearing 
dark clothing and a baseball cap. 

44 Precinct 
Friday, April 28 at 10:10 p.m.  -- A verbal dis-

pute escalated into a physical altercation at a com-
mercial business near Grand Concourse and East 
170th Street. 

An unidentified individual struck the victim with 
a closed fist and a wire rack causing a serious cut in 
the victim’s back. The victim was transported to a 
local hospital to be treated for his injuries. 

46 Precinct
Saturday, May 20 at 9:27 p.m.-- Cops re-

sponded to a report of a person assaulted at West 
176th Street and Andrews Avenue. Upon arrival, 
officers found a 24-year-old man who was uncon-
scious and not responsive with gunshot wounds to 
his torso and let. After being transported by ambu-
lance to Bronx Lebanon Hospital, the victim was 
pronounced deceased. 

52 Precinct
Sunday, April 23 at 6:00 p.m.--  A thief broke 

the window of a car and stole the victim’s credit 
card. A 43-year-old man returned to his car, parked 
near Perry Avenue and East 205th Street on Mon-
day morning to find his window smashed. The pre-
sumed suspect was caught on video surveillance 
using the victim’s charge card at a chain pharmacy 
at 3480 Jerome Avenue. The suspect is described 
as a Hispanic man between 25 and 30-years-old. 
He was last seen wearing a dark colored sweatshirt, 
baseball cap and dark-colored scarf. 
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HIP Health Plan of New York (HIP) is an HMO plan with a Medicare contract. Enrollment in HIP depends 
on contract renewal. HIP is an EmblemHealth company. Plans vary by county. Limitations, copayments 
and restrictions may apply. Benefits, premiums and/or copayments/coinsurance may change on January 
1 of each year. The pharmacy network may change at any time. You will receive notice when necessary. 
You must continue to pay your Medicare Part B premium. This plan is a Medicare Special Needs Plan 
for people with both Medicare and Medicaid. Your eligibility to enroll in this plan may depend on your 
Medicaid status. Premium, copays, coinsurance and deductibles may vary based on the level of Extra 
Help you receive. This information is not a complete description of benefits. Contact the plan for more 
information. EmblemHealth complies with applicable Federal civil rights laws and does not discriminate 
on the basis of race, color, national origin, age, disability or sex. ATTENTION: If you speak other languages, 
language assistance services, free of charge, are available to you. Call 1-800-283-7504 (TTY/TDD: 711). 
ATENCIÓN: Si usted habla español, tiene a su disposición, gratis, servicios de ayuda para idiomas. 
Llame al 1-800-283-7504 (TTY/TDD: 711). 注意：如果您講中文，我們免費提 供相關的語言協助服務。請致電
1-800-283-7504 (TTY/TDD: 711). 

H3330_126350 Accepted 5/13/17

Or visit emblemhealth.com/join1

Call 1-800-283-7504 TTY/TDD: 711
8 am to 8 pm, seven days a week

It may be hard to believe, but many New Yorkers qualify for  
Medicare Special Needs plans that cost them nothing. Make one  
quick call to EmblemHealth to see if you qualify for:

$0 premiums
$0 copays for covered services 
$0  comprehensive and  

preventive dental coverage 

Plus save up to $720 a year on over-the-counter  
medications and more at participating pharmacies.

for your Medicare coverage$0

For those on both  
Medicare and Medicaid.
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LETTERS TO THE EDITOR
Not fit to be
our mayor

Dear editor,
I’m writing this letter to the 

editor with full knowledge that 
the mayor will never read it, let 
alone know it exists. 

There are a few of us who 
sympathize with you, Mayor 
De Blasio.  We understand that 
when it’s time to repay those 
who put you in that chair, hav-
ing a conscience is not allowed 
when making the kind of deci-
sions you have made over the 
years.  Unfortunately, some of 
us in the Bronx refuse to sit idly 
by while you sell the soul of our 
city to the highest bidder, leav-
ing us with the consequences of 
your blasphemous acts.

a) under your leadership, 
your Affordable Housing Plan 
does not include the existing 
residents of the south Bronx

b) under your leadership, the 
15 areas chosen to be rezoned 
are predominately brown and 
black communities with the 
unfortunate language of refer-
ring to our communities as sec-
tions and our homes as units 
to slowly erase the humanity 
and to erode your moral re-
sponsibility to the people of the 
Bronx.

c) under your leadership 
there’s no room in your hous-
ing plan - nor will you make 
room - to accommodate those 
who make well below $20,000 
a year. However, there are at 
least $80 million dollars to built 
new shelters.

d) speaking of shelters, it 
was under your leadership that 
two toddlers lost their lives in 
a cluster site in Hunts Point 
and the best you could come up 
with was to call it a freak acci-
dent

Mayor de Blasio, everyone 
has their breaking point we 
have reached ours and we are 
not afraid to confront you.  We 
also know the moment it ap-
pears that you will not get your 
way, you send in blood-thirsty 
hounds (offi cers) to harass our 
neighbours, intimidate our 
families, and to shoot and mur-
der our children. This tactic 
will no longer work on us.  We 
understand that aggression is 
not a sign of power but a lack of 
it and aggression is an easy go 
to to get what you want.

I believe you are a monster.  
You are no longer fi t to be the 
mayor of the south Bronx and 
you must receive what your 
deeds deserve.  Those who 

won’t show mercy will have no 
mercy shown. You have turned 
your back on the south Bronx 
and now we must turn our back 
on you.

Tahica Fredericks

Gjonaj demands
bridge answers

Dear editor,
The U.S. Post Offi ce recently 

reported a quarterly loss of $562 
million. This will now result in 
the price of a fi rst class stamp 
going up by a penny from 49 
cents to 50 cents.  One won-
ders why they previously fi rst 
decreased the price of a fi rst 
class stamp from 49 cents to 47 
cents, before bringing it back to 
49 cents.  Part of the problem is 
that Congress in 2006 mandated 
that the post offi ce fully fund 75 
years of retirement benefi ts for 
employees.  This has contrib-
uted billions to the post offi ce’s 
long term debt.  While many 

(The following letter was sent 
to the MTA chairman re bridge 
congestion.)

Dear Chairman Ferrer,  
I write to urge you to imme-

diately re-open the southbound 
lanes on the Bronx-Whites-
tone Bridge and north-bound 
Throgs Neck Bridge that are 
currently closed for construc-
tion of the Open Roads Tolling 
initiative and the New York’s 
Crossings’ Project. While the 
initiative is meant to stream-
line commutes, the construc-
tion process is proving to be a 
major hindrance to the every-
day lives of Bronxites. In addi-
tion to lane closures there are 
also several toll booths closed, 
which I have been told are un-
necessary. The combined ef-
fects of all these excessive clo-
sures create traffi c bottlenecks 
and congestion that leads to un-
fathomable delay times.     

The traffi c buildup gener-
ated by the toll booth and lane 
closures is more than just a 
minor inconvenience; it is a 
self-infl icted health and secu-
rity issue. The overfl ow of traf-
fi c, spilling onto one-lane side 
streets, prevents emergency ve-
hicles from being able to reach 
their destinations. This issue 
became more apparent over 
the last few days when traffi c 
buildup interfered with mul-
tiple emergency response ve-
hicles. On Thursday by Locust 
Point, where there is only one 
point of entry, an ambulance 
responding to an emergency 
call was delayed due to the se-
vere traffi c. I was also told 
that on Sunday night an emer-
gency vehicle from the Bronx 
could not gain access to Edge-
water. After the dispatched ve-
hicle from the Bronx could not 
make it one was sent from the 
Queens side, but ultimately 
could not gain access either. 
There is also video of a police 
vehicle having to go down the 
wrong way of a backed up one 
way road at 11 PM last night. 
This is an unacceptable dan-
ger to New Yorkers in need of 
emergency services. It is abso-
lutely imperative that the MTA 
re-open all toll lanes and work 
with the New York City Police 

and Fire Departments, as well 
as the Department of Trans-
portation, to create a plan that 
will reroute excess traffi c and 
allow the safe passage of emer-
gency vehicles during the con-
struction process. 

The Open Roads Tolling 
initiative and the New York’s 
Crossings’ Project are well in-
tentioned, but ill-conceived 
ventures. Working on virtually 
every major bridge in the only 
borough that connects the city 
to the rest of the state, at the 
same time, has led to a virtual 
shut down of the Bronx. With 
delays of up to two hours our 
communities are being over-
burdened and travelers are 
being overstressed. These ter-
rible traffi c jams can lead to 
dangerous driving, road rage, 
and accidents. 

Instead of being home with 
their families commuters are 
sitting in their cars while their 
engines needlessly emit CO2 
into the environment. This pol-
lution negatively impacts our 
air quality and is partly re-
sponsible for the rise of asthma 
in our youth. In addition to gas 
emissions the traffi c also re-
sults in noise pollution. The 
inevitable sounds of car horns 
honking, music blasting, emer-
gency vehicle sirens, and en-
gines running all negatively 
impact the quality of life for the 
adjacent neighborhoods. We’ve 
been informed that the work 
will continue through Septem-
ber. We cannot endure a sum-
mer of this. We must stop work 
on simultaneous bridges, all 
unnecessary toll closures, and 
coordinate our efforts to effi -
ciently develop our infrastruc-
ture. 

Mark Gjonaj 
Assembly Member, 80th AD

Post office
delivers loses

private and other public retire-
ment plans are under funded, 
the post offi ce is vastly over 
funded. It is time for Congress 
to amend legislation and afford 
the post offi ce ability to fund its 
retirement plan at a more rea-
sonable level.

There are other initiatives 
which could assist the postal 
service in avoiding frequent 
postage stamp increases.  The 
post offi ce should continue with 
more joint business ventures 
like Amazon in expanding 
Sunday delivery.  This could be 
the start of something big.  Us-
ing underutilized assets and 
facilities on Sunday could gen-
erate badly needed revenues.  
This would assist in developing 
alternatives to the periodic in-
creasing frequency of raising 
the price of a fi rst class stamps 
every few  years.  Why not con-
sider going after other avail-
able untapped potential rev-
enue streams?  Consider these 
untapped sources to reduce 
operating defi cits and perhaps 
even turn a small profi t. The 
US Postal Service could sell ad-
vertising space on the sides of 
mailboxes, inside and outside 
the post offi ces along with the 
small jeeps, regular trucks and 
heavy-duty long-haul trucks. 
Sell off some of the valuable 
real estate and move to less ex-
pensive locations.

Why not join banks and 
fast-food restaurants that sub-
let space at Wal-Mart and other 
big box stores to open smaller 
post offi ces? Generate both rev-
enue and customers by sublet-
ting excess capacity at under-
utilized post offi ces to other 
village, town, county, city, state 
or federal agencies along with 
private sector businesses. Li-
cense corporations to sponsor 
stamps for a fee.

Have members of Congress, 
state legislatures and other 
elected offi cials pay the real, 
full costs for their annoying 
frequent bulk rate mailings to 
constituents. 

They are nothing more than 
free re-election campaign bro-
chures subsidized by taxpay-
ers.  Charge the full price for 
all junk mail. Future increases 
in the price of stamps should be 
directly tied to infl ation.

The post offi ce should apply 
free-enterprise solutions in-
cluding working with Amazon 
and other private sector busi-
nesses to provide a more cost-
effective product, reduce defi -
cits and prevent more branches 
from closing.

Larry Penner
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BY STEVEN GOODSTEIN
The life of a late hip hip 

icon from the Bronx was re-
cently commemorated with a 
street co-naming.

On Friday, May 19, Coun-
cilman Fernando Cabrera, 
Universal Hip Hop Museum 
executive director Rocky Bu-
cano and members of the hip 
hop community gathered at 
Kingsbridge Road and Jerome 
Avenue to rename the location 
‘Scott La Rock Boulevard’, to 
pay homage to the late hip hop 
legend.

DJ Scott La Rock, born 
Scott Monroe Sterling in 1962, 
grew up in the south Bronx 
and graduated from Our Sav-
ior Lutheran High School in 
1980. He then attended Castle-
ton State College, now Castle-
ton University, in Vermont.

After graduating in 1984, 
Scott La Rock found a job as a 
social worker while spinning 
hip hop records at night. As a 
social worker at Franklin Ar-
mory Men’s Shelter, he met 
fellow hip hop artist KRS-One 
and formed the group Boogie 
Down Productions along with 
D-Nice.

After BPD’s 1987 release of 

Street renamed for legendary Bronx hip hop icon
the ‘Criminal Minded’ album, 
which documented the reali-
ties of life in the south Bronx 
during the 1980s and is con-
sidered a blueprint in hip hop 
history, Scott was tragically 
shot in the neck while trying 
to diffuse an altercation at 
Highbridge Houses.

At Lincoln Hospital he 
was pronounced dead at just 
25 years of age on Wednes-
day, August 26, 1987, just fi ve 
months after the group’s fi rst 
album release.

Hip hop artists and DJs 
in attendance included D-
Nice, BPD affi liate Kool DJ 
Red Alert, Ced-Gee, DJ Jazzy 
Jay, Grand Wizard Theodore, 
Cut Master DC, Tyrone “Fly 
Ty Williams, DJ Kay Slay, 
DJ Pete Nice and DJ Eclipse, 
among others.

“DJ Scott La Rock gave us 
a gift and left us a legacy by 
documenting a human expe-
rience that has been widely 
ignored,” said Cabrera, who 
sponsored the street co-nam-
ing legislation. “Scott (La 
Rock)’s creative genius helped 
forge a unique urban art 
form and put the Bronx front 
and center in worldwide en-

tertainment - and his legacy 
continues to infl uence dance, 
fashion and language.”

“I can’t explain how spe-
cial this moment is - it really 
touches my heart,” said Ced-
Gee, producer for the hip hop 
group Ultramagnetic MCs, 

who used to play basketball 
with Scott La Rock. “It’s great 
to know that Scott has con-
tinued to and will always be 
highly respected and remem-
bered.”

The street honor took place 
right next to the Kingsbridge 

Armory, which many Bronx 
hip hop advocates hope will be 
the future location of the Uni-
versal Hip Hop Museum.

Before the ceremony, 
the street was turned into 
a late ‘80s hip hop scene - as 
large speakers blasted clas-
sic tracks from the ‘Criminal 
Minded’ album.

“My son was a great musi-
cian but an even greater per-
son,” said Carolyn Morant, 
Scott La Rock’s mom. “He re-
ally was a wonderful, kind-
hearted, loving human being 
who always wanted to make 
the world a better place. I am 
honored that he is receiving 
recognition and his legacy is 
being preserved.”

KRS-One has mentioned 
Scott La Rock’s name in 
many of his songs, including 
the single ’Outta Here’ from 
his fi rst solo album, ‘Return 
of the Boom Bap’, where he 
says “Scott (La Rock) would 
say ‘just keep rapping, I’ll 
keep spinning,” and “Scott 
was killed and that **** got 
to me.”

(l-r) Rocky Bucano, executive director at the Universal Hip Hop Museum, 
Councilman Cabrera and Scott La Rock’s son Scott La Rock Sterling, Jr. 
hold up the DJ Scott La Rock Boulevard street sign. 
 Community News Group / Steven Goodstein
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Saturday, May 27, 2017 

IT’S THE PERFECT TIME FOR 
A SPRING SIDEWALK SALE 
On White Plains Road between E. Gun Hill Road and 241st St.
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PER CRUCEM AD LUCEM Registration For The Class Of 2021
Is Open Through June 2017

BY PATRICK ROCCHIO
Devoted friends are going to be 

holding a fundraiser for a beloved 
family man who unexpectedly passed 
away. 

Steven Caputo, who died suddenly 
at the age of 49 on Friday, May 12 from 
a heart attack, will be remembered at 
a fundraiser for his family.

The fundraiser, organized by Mi-
chael Poli, of Electric Paradise on 
Westchester Avenue in Pelham Bay; 
Tommy Messina; and Tony Aro-
mando, will take place at Villa Bar-
one Manor on Wednesday, May 31 
from 7 to 9 p.m. 

Tickets are $100 per person and are 
available at seven local businesses. 

Caputo, an electrician with Local 
3 International Brotherhood of Elec-
trical Workers, just fi nished dancing 
with one of his daughters, Amanda 
Paige, at her Sweet 16 party when he 
walked over to a bar for a drink and 
collapsed, his wife, Maryann Caputo 
said. 

She said that fellow Local 3 mem-
bers are helping with the family’s 
mortgage payments, and she added 
“they really are a brotherhood.”

Community plans fundraiser 
to help Steven Caputo’s family

Friends are holding a fundraiser for the fam-
ily of Steven Caputo, a husband and father of 
four children who passed away suddenly. 
 Photo courtesy of the Caputo family

The fundraiser on Wednesday, 
May 31, will be used to cover housing 
expenses and school tuition for his 
family, including his wife and chil-
dren. 

They reside in Country Club and 
attend St. Benedict’s Church, the lat-
ter of which Maryann said has been a 
source of support during this trying 
time for the family. 

“This fundraiser is really help-
ing,” she said, adding “Steven’s main 
concern was keeping a roof over our 
head and keeping our children in 
Catholic school.” 

Tickets for the fundraiser are 
available at Electric Paradise at 3221 
Westchester Avenue; Patricia’s Res-
taurant at 1082 Morris Park Avenue; 
Da Franco & Tony at 2815 Middletown 
Road; Master Graphics at 3159 Bruck-
ner Boulevard; Skibbo’s Discount 
Beer & Soda at 3156 East Tremont 
Avenue; Barino’s Market at 3244 Am-
pere Avenue and Luigi Salon at 3231 
Ampere Avenue. 

In the days since Steven’s pass-
ing, friends told his wife that he was 
a man who ‘never said no’ to a person 
reasonably in need. 

“He was just a selfl ess person and 
helping people made him happy,” said 
his wife. “Everyone at the wake said 
all he spoke about was his family and 
how proud he was of us.” 

They were high school sweet-
hearts, meeting when he was 17 and 
she was 15 in December 1985 in their 
Pelham Bay community. They were 
married for 22 years. 

“We grew up together basically,” 
said Maryann. “I believe in love at 
fi rst sight; to meet your husband at 15 
is rare, but it was 22 wonderful years 
with this man.” 

The couple had four children, 
Heather Marie, 21; Vincent Anthony, 
19; Amanda Paige, 16; and Rocco 
Lorenzo, 7. 

His wife recalled that Caputo loved 
boating, fi shing and the water, and so 
do his children. 

She believes he inspired his son 
Vincent Anthony to attend S.U.N.Y. 
Maritime. 

Friend and fellow electrician, Mes-
sina, said he remembers Steven as a 
man who could make you laugh with 
his quick wit.  

“If you needed help or a favor, the 

word ‘no’ was not in his vocabulary,” 
said Messina, adding “He loved to 
help people, whether you knew him 
for a day or for 30 years.” 

“We all have to stick together and 
give back to our neighbors in a time 
of need. Please join us on Wednesday, 
May 31, and show your support for 
Steven’s family,” said Michael Poli.
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On May 12, 2017 The Bronx
Lost A Great Friend and Neighbor!

49-Year-Old Steven Caputo
Husband, Father Of 4 Young Children

A Man Who Never Said NO To Anyone Who Needed Help.
Now His Family Needs Our Help

A Fundraiser Will be Held At Villa Barone Manor
737 Throgs Neck Expressway

Wednesday, May 31st, 7 to 9 P.M.
To Celebrate His Life

Tickets At $100 Are Available At The Following Locations:

Electric Paradise 3221 Westchester Avenue
Patricia’s Restaurant 1082 Morris Park Avenue

DaFranco & Tony Ristorante 2815 Middletown Road
Master Graphics 3159 Bruckner Boulevard

Skibbo’s Beer & Soda 3156 East Tremont Avenue
Barino’s Market 3244 Ampere Avenue
Styles By Luigi 3231 Ampere Avenue

A Fundraising Event To Benefi t The Family Of

Steven Caputo
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 “ I didn’t realize I was

in Zone 3 until now.

ZONE 3I must make a plan.”

Alex MANHATTAN

Visit NYC.gov/knowyourzone or call 311 to find out what to do  
to prepare for hurricanes in NYC #knowyourzone

BY PATRICK ROCCHIO
Students at Fordham Prep 

are taking to the skies with its 
fl ight simulators. 

The school’s Aviation Club 
acquired and built the two 
simulators over an eight-year 
period, and have already read-
ied two students to pursue fur-
ther studies at aeronautical 
colleges, while scores of others 
are learning math and science 
principles, said club moderator 
and teacher Raymond Gonza-
lez. 

The machines are like those 
used to train pilots in real life 
situations, said the instructor, 
who said it was an excellent 
way to teach Science, Engineer-
ing, Math and Technology.  

The simulators, one with 
software designed by Lock-
heed Martin, teaches real life 
applications of algebra, geome-
try and physics, said Gonzalez, 
and more. 

“As they learn the skills of 
engineering and fl ying, they 
are learning self effi cacy,” said 
Gonzalez, a Throggs Neck resi-
dent pursuing a Doctorate De-
gree in Education. 

Planning a pilot’s career is 
Anthony Lanni, a senior stu-

Fordham Prep Aviation Club soars to new heights
dent living in Morris Park. 

He said he’s loved aviation 
since he was a child, when he 
slept clutching a model air-
plane instead of a stuffed ani-
mal. 

“I have had a passion for fl y-
ing since I was a little boy,” said 
Lanni. “Just the curiosity and 
the wonder of how such a big 
machine can fl y all these long 
distances and carry so many 
people…and get them there 
safely.” 

In the fall, he will be attend-
ing Lynn University in Boca 
Raton, FL, a college that trains 
pilots. 

Another recent graduate 
also has attended an aeronauti-
cal college, said Gonzalez. 

Lanni hopes to land employ-

ment at regional airlines and 
work his way up to major na-
tional and international carri-
ers after college. 

The club’s co-president, 
graduating senior Warren Bis-
choff, said he was excited about 
the many different job opportu-
nities that are available in the 
aviation industry, not only for 
pilots, but also in business and 
marketing.  

The airline industry is ex-
pected to experience a shortage 
of pilots in the next fi ve to seven 
years as many pilots reach 
mandatory retirement age, 
boosting starting salaries and 
creating opportunity in the job 
market, said Gonzalez. 

The aerospace sector is a 
‘rich food chain’ for many types 

of future jobs, said the teacher, 
who just announced the school 
has added a senior elective 
class in Aeronautical Science. 

Students fi rst learn of the 
club when they receive a list 
of extracurricular activities 
at the start of their freshman 
year.

Bischoff said when he ar-
rived at Fordham Prep he was 
excited to learn that there was 
an Aviation  Club, which he has 
since expanded.  

For younger students, the 
experience of learning to fl y by 
a simulator is no less stimulat-
ing. 

“It is not just fl ying planes, 
there is a lot of physics (and) ge-
ometry,” said Andres Gonzalez 
of Throggs Neck, a sophomore. 

 For example, he said, 
you can learn about physics 
through studying aerodynam-
ics. 

Sophomore Nicholas Emer, 
of Throggs Neck, said the sim-
ulators let students envision 
concepts they learn in STEM 
related classes. 

Sophomore Montynal Col-
lings of Bedford Park, said that 
he is always on the simulator 
when he has time, and he hopes 
to one day get his pilot license. 

Fordham Prep’s fl ight simulator is designed to teach students concepts 
in math and science, whether or not they ever step foot in a real cockpit.
 Photo courtesy of Fordham Prep

(l-r) Raymond Gonzalez, Fordham Prep science teacher and aviation club 
moderator with club co-presidents Warren Bischoff and Anthony Lanni of 
Morris Park.  Community News Group / Patrick Rocchio
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Patrolmen’s Benevolent Association 
125 Broad Street, 11th Floor, New York, NY 10004  •  212-233-5531 Patrick J. Lynch, President

of the City of New York

www.nycpba.org
®

WHAT ARE OPIOIDS? THE DANGERS OF OPIOID ABUSE IN NYC PREVENTING ABUSE IN YOUR FAMILY 

According to the Centers for Disease Control and
Prevention, “Opioids are a class of drugs used to
reduce pain” that fall into the following categories:
Prescription opioids
“Prescription opioids can be prescribed by doctors to
treat moderate to severe pain, but can also have
serious risks and side effects. Common types are
oxycodone (OxyContin), hydrocodone (Vicodin),
morphine, and methadone.”
Fentanyl 
“Fentanyl is a synthetic opioid pain reliever. It is many
times more powerful than other opioids and is
approved for treating severe pain, typically advanced
cancer pain. Illegally made and distributed fentanyl
has been on the rise in several states.”
Heroin
“Heroin  is an illegal opioid. Heroin use has
increased across the U.S. among men and women,
most age groups, and all income levels.”
(Source: Centers for Disease Control and Prevention)

Opioid abuse in New York City has been on the rise
in recent years, including a dramatic increase in the
number of overdose deaths.

The Facts

• “In 2016 an estimated 1,300 New Yorkers died of
drug overdose — the highest number on record.
Approximately 1,075 of those involved an opioid.”

• “Almost 90 percent of fatal opioid overdoses in
2016 involved heroin or fentanyl.”

• “Before 2015, fentanyl was involved in fewer than
5 percent of all overdose deaths in NYC.”

• “Rates of unintentional drug overdose deaths
increased by 43% for the period 2010 to 2014,
from 8.2 per 100,000 residents in 2010 to  11.7 per
100,000 residents in 2014.”

(Source: NYC Mayor’s Office, 2017; NYC Department of Health 
and Mental Hygiene, Dec. 2015) 

According to the New York State Task Force to
Combat Heroin and Prescription Drug Abuse, the
following are key steps you can take to help protect
your family from the dangers of opioid abuse:
“Talk to your kids about the dangers of
substance abuse and make it clear such behavior
will not be tolerated. Keep the lines of
communication open so [they] feel comfortable
coming to you in a time of need”
“Parents who are involved and engaged in their
children's lives are more likely to notice the
warning signs of substance abuse and are able to
prevent it before it happens.”
“Store prescription medications safely and take
inventory of the medications in your possession.” 1

NYC police officers are being trained and equipped
to prevent overdose deaths. To help combat the
opioid crisis, the PBA recently agreed to have all of
its members carry and use the life-saving drug
Naloxone, which can prevent an opioid or heroin
overdose from becoming fatal. In the event of an
overdose, call 911 immediately.
1(Source: NYS Task Force to Combat Task Force to Combat Heroin
and Prescription Drug Abuse)

NY State Task Force to Combat Heroin & Prescription Drug Abuse: 

1-877-8-HOPENY or www.oasas.ny.gov/accesshelp
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LOSE 20–40 lb.
IN THE NEXT 40 DAYS

Lose weight and start looking and 
feeling as beautiful as you are...

DROP 20-40 POUNDS IN 40 DAYS

NO EXERCISE NECESSARY

MINIMAL OR NO CRAVINGS

MININMAL OR NO HUNGER

BURNS FAT

TARGETS BELLY, BUTT, HIPS, THIGHS

DOCTOR SUPERVISED FOR SAFETY & RESULTS

Dr. Albert 

Graziosa has 

been certified 

with the fresh 

start hCG diet 

and has led 

many patients 

to live more 

happy and 

healthy lives.

VISIT US AT 

GOTHAIRLLC.COM

BECAUSE OF OUR 
TECHNOLOGY

“Weight Loss 
Has Changed 
My Life”
Ask yourself how 

would you like to lose 

30 or more pounds, 

have more energy, 

feel great, feel sexy, 

decrease your risks 

of diabetes and heart 

disease and regain 

your health all in next 

40 days.

GET STARTED NOW!

10% OFF 
OUR CLEAN START 

PROGRAM

M E DIC A L  A E S TH E TIC S

Got Hair? llc
3611A East Tremont Avenue  Bronx, NY 

347-281-5576

B
E
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GET READY FOR SPRING WITH OUR 
CLEAN START WEIGHT LOSS PROGRAM

BY STEVEN GOODSTEIN
If you are from the Bonx or just 

love the only borough connected to the 
mainland - then there’s a new website 
that you should bookmark in Google 
Chrome.

Last week, television host Gary 
Axelbank launched his new web por-
tal, thisistheBronX.info, the newest 
online source for information only 
about the Bronx.

The web portal launched during 
last week’s annual ten-day festival of 
Bronx Week on Wednesday, May 17 on 
the third fl oor of Bronx Coworks, 2825 
Third Avenue.

The launch of the web portal is the 
fi rst of two phases that the website will 
undergo in the next few months.

Last week’s debut of thisisthe-
BronX.info couldn’t have come on the 
scene at a better time - given that all-
Bronx media platforms are a rarity.

The web portal features everything 
from a Bronx-only news feed, calendar 
of events as well databases of impor-
tant Bronx information for categories 
including the latest Bronx news, res-
taurants, nightlife, arts and culture, 
businesses, real estate, shopping and 
more.

With this interactive media plat-
form, visitors will be able to post their 
favorite Bronx photos and pictures 
of their latest artwork, upload events 
to appear on the events calendar and 
even get their favorite business, group 
or organization a free listing on the 
website, by emailing info@thisisthe-
bronx.info.

“I started this because I want to pro-
vide the knowledge I have of the Bronx 
to others while also helping everyone 
learn more about the borough - under 
one platform,” said Gary Axelbank, 
also the television host of BronxNet’s 
BronxTalk, with over 20 years of ex-
perience in television. “With this new 

Gary Axelbank launches 
thisistheBronX web platform

concept - everything you need to know 
about the Bronx is in one convenient 
place, as opposed to checking numer-
ous sources for information. Figura-
tively and literally, this is the Bronx!”

Axelbank, who was also a radio DJ 
and personality for 15 years, said that 
the website listings will be frequently 
updated and that new features for the 
website will continue to be created. He 
also said that Bronx businesses will 
have substantial opportunities to eco-
nomically benefi t from the site, includ-
ing space for web advertisers.

“The Bronx is the hub for so many 
things - but until now, they may have 
not known about all that this borough 
has to offer,” said Patricia Collazo, a ju-
nior at Lehman College who is the web 
portal’s coordinator of content strate-
gies and majors in computer informa-
tion systems. “This website has many 
categories to choose from but only one 
focus - the Bronx.”

Collazo, also a blogger, said that her 
time spent working on the web portal 
has taught her more about WordPress 
and other website techniques since the 
process began for her in April.

“This has been a great opportunity 
for me - and I have learned a lot from 
Gary and a very experienced team. I 
am looking forward to spending more 
time working on the second phase.”

The letters ‘B’ and ‘X’ in the web-
site’s URL are capitalized to put more 
emphasis on the abbreviated name of 
the borough.

The second phase of thisisthe-
BronX.info, which will take place in 
the fall, will highlight current event 
topics such as education, government 
and communities, health care, hous-
ing, immigrations, jobs and careers as 
well as resources for families.

Future plans for the website in-
clude an active social media presence, 
as well as a mobile app.

Bronx Borough historian Lloyd Ultan (l) congratulated Gary Axelbank on thisistheBronX.
info’s launch. Photo by Silvio Pacifi co
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FREE
PARKING

DONT MISS OUR 
WEEKEND TASTING 

4-8PM 

BRING IN THIS AD AND

GET 50 POINTS
($2 OFF) WITH MEMBERSHIP CARD

WINE & LIQUOR
Throggs Neck Plaza Upstairs From Target 

SUPERSTORE

* Cash or debit only on featured items. No mix & match on sale items. We will match printed prices from other NewYork City liquor stores. 
Coupon must be present at checkout. Webprices not accepted. Not responsible for typographical errors. Prices Expire 06/17/17.

Find us on facebook.com/wineliquorsuperstore @wineliquorsuperstore

ALWAYS A GREAT SELECTION AT LOW PRICES 

FIND A BETTER PRICE? WE WILL BEAT IT!   

Visit our Website www.bxliquors.com and browse our large selection of unadvertised specials & upcoming tastings. CASE PRICES AVAILABLE

Memorial Day Specials
“Thank you for your service”

Smirnoff 
Red White Berry 
Limited 750ml 

$1399
each

Bacardi 
Light & Gold 
1.75ml 

$1799
each

Bacardi 
Banana   
1.75ml 

$1999
each

Skinnygirl 
Margarita 
750ml 

$999
each

Effen
Vodka
750ml 

$2499
each

Jameson 
Whiskey 
1.75ml 

$5278 
each

Dewars 
White Label 
1.75ml 

$3799
each

Jack 
Daniels 
Black 

$4783
each

Chivas 18yr 
1.75ml 
Unbeatable Price! 

$9999
each

Johnnie Walker 
Green 
750ml 

$5499
each

Staff Favorite 
19 Crimes 
Red Blend 

$1039
each

Santa Rita 120 
Merlot & Cabernet 
Sauvignon 750ml 

$499
each

Case of 12 $42.45

Jeunesse 
Black Muscat, Cabernet 
Sauvignon, Pink Moscato, 
Chardonnay 

$1188
each

*KOSHER

Dieselscato 
Moscato 17% 
alcohol 750ml 

$1299
each

Santa 
Margherita 
Pinot Grigio 750ml 

$2179
each

Whispering 
Angel 

$2199
each

Chateau 
Montaud 
Rose 

$1099
each

French 
Escape 
Rose 

$999
each

Cavit 
Rose 

$799
each
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718-931-43352173 White Plains Road 
Just South of Pelham Pkwy.

OPEN
7 DAYS

SALE

25%
OFF

WE CARRY A WIDE VARIETY OF 
Organic Foods, Herbs, Homeopathic Products & More

SALE ENDS 05/31/17

TWIN LABS
COUNTY LIFE  

BOIRON PRODUCTS
Selected Items Only

25%
OFF

BY PATRICK ROCCHIO
The Throggs Neck Merchants As-

sociation is planning an annual day 
of giving back to the community. 

The TNMA’s 9th Annual Sidewalk 
Sale and Fair is scheduled for Satur-
day, June 3, running along East Trem-
ont Avenue in two sections from Ran-
dall to Lafayette avenues and from 
Puritan to Waterbury avenues. 

According to Bob Jaen, TNMA 
president, the event can typically 
draw between 700 to 800 people who 
walk the length of much of Throggs 
Neck’s central business district. 

The event will run from 11 a.m. 
to 4 p.m., said Geri Colon, event co-
chair. 

“It is something that we do every 
year to let the community know that 
we are here for them,” said Jaen. “It 
gives the merchants a chance...to 
show what they have to offer the com-
munity.” 

Colon, who has been working on 
the event as a coordinator or volun-
teer for about four years, said that 
the event helps the merchants with 
both free advertising and a chance 

TNMA sidewalk sale and 
fair on Saturday, June 3rd

“Whether I make money, break even, or lose 
on the (TNMA Merchant Fair), it is about me 
personally giving back to the customer.” - 
Bob Jaen, Throggs Neck Merchants Associa-
tion president.

to give back to a community that sup-
ports them. 

“It shows the community that you 
appreciate them,” said Colon. 

Some merchants will be giving 
out information about their products 
and services, others will offer dis-
counted merchandise, while others 
still may offer hot dogs, ice cream, 
cotton candy or balloons, said Jaen. 

Jaen said the sidewalk sale and 
fair is arguably the most popular 
event that the TNMA puts on annu-
ally because the weather is usually 
temperate in June, and because for 
young parents with children, walk-
ing along the street can be a break 
of sorts and a nice day out with the 
family. 

“Out of all the things (TNMA 
does), the street fair does the most to 
bring the community together,” he 
said, adding that he and 

Speaking for himself, Jaen said 
he does not care whether he makes 
money, breaks even or even loses at 
his own business during the street 
fair, as long as the event is a success. 

For local banks, Jaen added, the 

TNMA’s fair is chance to give back 
to the community as mandated by 
the Community Reinvestment Act by 
donating parking lot space for attrac-
tions. 

One of the challenges for those 
coordinating the event each year is 
where to put the bandstand, but Rite 
Aid came through again this year 
as in the past, offering most of their 
parking lot, said Colon. 

She added that many doctors and 
other medical providers, who are not 
necessarily on East Tremont Avenue 
but service the greater community, 
would be setting up tables and pro-
viding information. 

Jaen urged people to take the walk 
between the two sections of the fair 
this year.  

According to event planners, some 
of the attractions include

• Bronx Children’s Museum mo-
bile museum near Anthony’s Flower 
Farm at 3240 E. Tremont Avenue 

• a FDNY smokehouse at Commu-
nity Bank at 3681 E. Tremont Ave-
nue. 

• a bandstand with performances 

from Just Nuts in Rite Aid’s parking 
lot at 3590 E. Tremont Avenue. 

• youth attractions and sports-
themed throwing games with prizes 
of goldfish at Anthony’s Flower Farm 
at 3240 E. Tremont Avenue. 

•  children’s ID’s available to be is-
sued and updated at Sapitos at 3168 E. 
Tremont Avenue.

• Facepainting by the Westchester 
Square Zerega Improvement Organi-
zation
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SIRECI 
Family Dental
Your Neighborhood Dentist Since 1983

C A R I N G    A F F O R D A B L E    P A I N L E S S

FREE 
CONSULTATIONS

COME VISIT US 
IN OUR NEW 

MODERN OFFICE

2861 BRUCKNER BLVD.  |  718-829-0455

GENERAL DENTISTRY  
SPECIALTY CARE
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BY STEVEN GOODSTEIN
A tenant advocacy group re-

cently released a white paper - 
but the paper’s color signifi es 
anything but a surrender.

On Thursday, May 18, fair-
housing organization Com-
munity Action for Safe Apart-
ments released ’Resisting 
Displacement in the Southwest 
Bronx: Lessons from CASA’s 
Tenant Organizing’, during a 
briefi ng at the New Settlement 
Community Center, 1501 Je-
rome Avenue.

In the 22-page report 
packet, CASA addresses dis-
placement, landlord tactics, 
tenant harassment, rezoning 
and other challenges that resi-
dents have faced since the pro-
posed rezoning of a 73-block 
corridor along Jerome Avenue 
was announced by the mayor’s 
offi ce. 

The upzoning from man-
ufacturing to high residen-
tial will impact nearly 25,000 
households in that section of 
the Bronx.

The primary purpose of the 
strategic report is to expose 
tactics that landlords will use 
to displace tenants, which in-
cludes charging non-rent fees, 

CASA discusses strategy to fend off displacement
denial of basic repairs and ser-
vices and high rents charges 
through preferential rent 
loopholes for landlords who 
manage rent-stabilized apart-
ments.

Following a slideshow pre-
sentation by CASA, those in 
attendance, which was mostly 
comprised of media, separated 
into groups to discuss possible 
solutions for tenants who have 
suffered displacement or and 
are in jeopardy of being forced 
to leave their homes.

Each group concluded that 
tenant participation, organiza-
tion, such as the formation of 
tenant associations, recording 
landlord watch lists as well as 
maintaining records and doc-
uments were key strategies 
that tenants could use to resist 
displacement.

The groups also concluded 
that nonresponsive landlords, 
extended court cases, illegal 
buyouts and tenant intimida-
tion also contribute to forcing 
tenants to leave.

“These landlords are new 
kind of predator,” said Omar 
Owens, a resident of 1005 Je-
rome Avenue for nearly 60 
years. “We are being forced 

to leave communities where 
we have lived for decades. We 
stayed here during the tough 
times, we helped build this 
borough back up - and now (the 
residents) are being run out of 
our homes.”

“One-bedrooms in the fi ve 
boroughs are currently going 
for $1,500, $1,700 - even $1,900,” 
said Stacey Batista, another 
Jerome Avenue resident. “The 
Bronx has some of the lowest 
rents in the city - so there is 
nowhere for us to go.”

“The goal here is to assist 
the tenants of this area in re-
sisting displacement with in-
formation and knowledge so 
they are not taken advantage 
of,” said Fitzroy Christian, 
leader of CASA, who led the 
briefi ng with Carmen Vega-Ri-
vera, another CASA leader. 

In the last year, CASA has 
provided assistance to more 
than 7,000 tenants in over 90 
buildings. The tenants have 
faced a lack of repairs, land-
lord harassment and shortage 
of affordable housing.

“This white paper is im-
portant because it clearly and 
accurately defi nes displace-
ment to counter the false as-

sertion that most tenants leave 
their neighborhood by choice,” 
said Susanna Blankley, direc-
tor of CASA. “Tenants are be-
ing forced out of their homes 
because they do not have ad-
equate protections - not be-
cause they want to leave. The 
city has to do more to protect 

tenants and ensure them that 
there is safe, affordable hous-
ing in the Bronx.”

All are invited to attend the 
Bronx Public Hearing on Mon-
day, June 12 from 5 to 8 p.m. in 
the lower gallery of the Bronx 
Museum, 1040 Grand Con-
course, at East 165th Street. 

(l-r) CASA leaders Christian and Vega-Rivera lead the presentation on 
displacement. Community News Group / Steven Goodstein
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Fall Registrations 
Begins June 1st

Dancers on Brooklyn 
Nets team.

See why we are 
nominated #1 Dance 
Studio in the Bronx.

Regional & 
National Champions... 

Award-Winning 
Choreographers...

Director Stefanie 
Salaman awarded 

Business Woman of 
the Year 2014

5 Day Ballet Intensive 

June 19th- 23rd 

(Ages 8-11 and 12 & Over)

3 Day Technique Intensive 

June 26th–28th 

(Ages 8-11 and 12 & Over)

Join Us for our

15th year 
and receive a

FREE GIFT!

Call our studio to fi nd out how you can become a member of the 
Bronx Most Prestigious Competition Teams.

6 week Summer Programs
Starting

July 3rd - August 11th

All Boy Hip Hop Classes  

Audition for our Prestigious 

National Award Winning 

Competition Team 

(inquire for dates).

Classes offered in Pre-School Ballet, Ballet, Tap, Hip Hop, Improv, Street 

Jazz, Jazz, Dance Hall, Lyrical, Contemporary, Pointe, Musical Theater, 

Tumbling, Tumblebugs, Salsa, Latin Jazz, Adult Heels and Burlesque

1st studio to introduce 
Tumble Bugs for your 

future gymast...

Serving the Throggs Neck Community for over 14 years.

4037 E.Tremont Ave.,
Bronx, NY 10465

Multiple Class 
Discounts Offered

Family 
Discounts Available

718.822.2025 Now Registering for Summer
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cross town
diner

BREAKFAST
LUNCH
DINNER

DELIVERY HOURS
MONDAY - FRIDAY 9AM-11PM
SATURDAY & SUNDAY 8AM-11PM

OPEN 24 HOURS THURSDAY, 
FRIDAY & SATURDAY

718-597-3450
718-597-1978

FAX:
718-597-2097

VAN NEST
ASSEMBLY 

OF GOD
755 Rhinelander Ave.

Bronx, NY 10462

Corner of Holland
2 blocks from 

White Plains Road

SPIRIT 
FILLED

PRAYER 
GUIDED

LOVE 
EXTENDED

PASTOR

ASSISTANT PASTOR 

YOUTH PASTOR

A HOUSE OF PRAYER FOR ALL NATIONS

Welcome to our caring, 
multi cultural, multi-generational, 

evangelistic home church!

5 services every Sunday. 
8:30 am, 10 am (Service & Sunday School) 

11:30 am, 4pm, 7pm.
Ministry programs and activities for 

all ages — all week — all year!

Come join us in prayer, praise 
and celebration!

www.vannestassembly.org

BY ARTHUR CUSANO
The Country Club Civic As-

sociation is calling on the NYC 
Department of Transporta-
tion to make several changes 
at neighborhood intersections 
they say are confusing at best 
and at worst, extremely dan-
gerous. 

CCCA president Michael 
McNerney said members 
of the association’s Public 
Improvements Committee 
brought up the issues, which 
he said had been discussed for 
several years, at the Commu-
nity Board 10 Municipal Ser-
vices Committee meeting on 
Tuesday, May 16.

McNerney said CB 10 
chairman Martin Prince 
will ask DOT to correct the 
painted street markings at 
the intersections of Rawlins 
and Stadium avenues and Wa-
terbury and Stadium avenues 
so they accurately refl ect pe-
destrian and vehicle traffi c 
patterns.  

Association member Ar-
lene Grauer said motorists 
heading east on Rawlins Ave-
nue that make a left turn onto 
Stadium have to cross over 
the yellow lines, coming very 

Country Club Civic looks to fi x dangerous roads
close to colliding with oncom-
ing traffi c. 

“It’s a confusion of stripes 
in the streets,” she said. “In 
some places where the side-
walk has an ADA curb cut, 
there isn’t a crosswalk. There 
are so many stripes that in 
many places you can’t tell 
where the crosswalk is, and 
in some places the crosswalk 
starts and ends in a mess of 
hash marks and doesn’t con-
tinue to the other side of the 
street.”

Grauer said she wants the 
intersections restriped cor-
rectly, especially since the 
Providence Rest Nursing 
Home entrance is located at 
the Waterbury and Stadium 
intersection.

“Anyone with a slight vi-
sion problem or slight cogni-
tive impairment would be con-
fused,” Grauer said.

Providence Rest adminis-
trator Susan Steinberg said 
improvements at the intersec-
tion, which has fi ve stop signs 
that are often ignored, would 
be welcome.

“There’s a lot of traffi c at 
a nursing home - there are 
visitors, and there are am-

bulances,” Steinberg said. 
“My mother’s a resident here, 
and sometimes I take her for 
lunch. That’s a challenge, get-
ting across that intersection 
with a wheelchair.” 

The crosswalk painting at 
Waterbury and Stadium was 
performed by a sewer project 
contractor under the direction 
of NYC Department of Design 
and Construction, while the 
lines at Rawlins and Stadium 
was done by the DOT, Grauer 

said.  
 CB 10 is calling on DOT to 

perform a survey at the prob-
lem intersections, and the 
civic association is asking to 
be involved. 

The CB 10 Municipal Ser-
vices Committee also unani-
mously passed a resolution to 
instruct DOT to remove the 
‘right turn only’ street mark-
ing on Country Club Road 
at MacDonough Place and 
replace it with a ‘right and 

straight’ street marking.  
McNerney hopes the change 

will cut down on safety issues 
when the westbound traffi c is 
forced to quickly switch from 
the left lane to the right lane 
on the Jarvis Avenue over-
pass due to traffi c waiting to 
turn left onto the southbound 
I-95 service road.

Calls to the DOT for com-
ment about the requested 
changes were not returned by 
press time.

Confusing crosswalks like the one at Stadium and Waterbury avenues need to be repainted by the DOT to make 
them safer for motorists and pedestrians. Arthur Cusano
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Mommy & Me
Fashion Show

Bronx Fashion Week’s very own Caridad ‘La Bruja’ De La Luz hosted the Mommy & Me Fashion Show on Saturday, 
May 13 at the Mall at Bay Plaza. Celebrating the signifi cant role motherhood signifi es in everyday life, the 

fashion showcase displayed some of the most beautiful and powerful women in every Bronx-based industry. 
A portion of the proceeds raised by the fashion show went to the American Cancer Society’s Bronx Relay 

for Life.  (Left) Model and actor Gio Delavicci’s attire matched the runway’s sleek design. 
 All Photos by Miriam Quin

Susie sported some vibrant attire at this 
year’s fashion exhibition.

Bronx Fashion Week’s very
May 13 at the Mall at Bay

fashion showcase displa
A portion of the proce

for Life.  (Left) Model 
 

London  struck a playful pose on the runway.

Model Marly Lotus (l) and Ariela showcased the latest 
in spring fashion.

Kereem Vargas (l) and Gio 
Delavicci (r) modeled Sofi a 
Davis sunglasses. 

Model Tiana Rhae sported some Bollywood-inspired 
fashion.

Caridad De La Luz (c) walked 
the runway with her son, 
Kelson and her daughter, 
Carina Vazquez.
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Your TRUSTED 
CHOICE for 
your personal 
& business 
insurance needs

15 Joys Lane 
Kingston, NY 12401

Kingston, NY

718-618-7666 | www.tsinsbk.com
Monday - Friday 8 a.m. - 4:30 p.m., by appointment 
Licensed in NY, NJ, CT
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Citizen of the Year Award recipient Lori Solano (c), received congratulations from her family, cap-
tain Alps (l) and Thompson (r). Photo by Silvio Pacifi co

Crescenzo DiConstanzo (c) proudly accepted his Business Fellowship Award 
from captain Alps (l) and Joseph Thompson. Photo by Silvio Pacifi co

Tony Vitaliano (c) was honored to be named this year’s Citizen of the Year 
Award recipient. Photo by Silvio Pacifi co

Senior Police Administration Aide Award recipient Charita Davis (2nd from r) was honored by (l-r) 
Joe Thompson; her parents, Eaton ‘Ray’ Davis and District Attorney Darcel Clark and captain Alps.
 Photo by Silvio Pacifi co

Explorer of the Year Award recipient Juan Jose Aracena (c) showcased 
his proclamation, framed award certifi cate and citation. 
 Photo by Silvio Pacifi co

Proud mom Nelly Vargas with her 
son, police offi cer Manuel Vargas, 
named this year’s Cop of the Year 
Award recipient. Photo by Silvio Pacifi co Police offi cer Vargas proudly displayed his 

award recognizing his dedicated service to 
the community. Photo by Silvio Pacifi co

Joseph Thompson (l), 49th 
Precinct Community Council 
president, gave Boy Scout 
Lucas a honorable mention, 
stating that he and his fellow 
scouts are our future. 
 Photo by Silvio Pacifi co

The 49th Precinct Community Council toasted local leaders and police offi cers at its 29th an-
nual Fellowship Breakfast gala and awards ceremony on Friday, May 19 at Maestro’s Caterers.
This year’s distinguished civilian honorees were Lori Solano, P.S. 108 assistant principal who 
was presented the Tom Twyman Citizen Award; Antony Vitaliano, Community Board 11 chairman 
and this year’s Civilian of the Year Award recipient and Crescenzo Di Constanzo, John Dormi 
and Sons Funeral Home who was presented the Business Fellowship Award.

49th Precinct Community Council 
Breakfast Gala
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Dear John,
Happy Birthday in Heaven!  It has been almost two years now that God has called you 
home.  But there isn’t a day that goes by that we haven’t thought of you.  It could be one 
of your favorite songs playing on the radio, a western on T.V. or even thinking of one of your 
funny jokes!  You always knew how to make us laugh and put a smile on our faces.  We 
wish we could celebrate here with you, but we know you are in good company, surrounded 
by our family and friends who were all taken from us too soon.

We were all blessed to have the best Husband, Daddy, Grandpa, Brother and truly our 
Best Friend!  You have touched more lives than you will ever know and we are eternally 
grateful for the time we had with you.  Just know that the memories of you will live on in each 
one of our hearts!  Happy Birthday in Heaven!  We love you, always and forever, Rose, joe, 
Rosemarie, Charley, Nicole, Michael, Mallory & Cathy

XOXOXOXOXOXOXOXOXOXOXOXOXOXOXOXO  (John Francomano 5/27/33 - 6/15/15)



BRONX TIMES REPORTER, MAY 26-JUNE 1, 201732    BTR

Mon-Sat 7am - 7pm 

ON PURCHASES OVER $50

www.giordanobigg.com

NEW! SHOP AT HOME SERVICE
NO TIME TO SHOP? LET US DO IT FOR YOU SAME DAY

SERVICE!

6 lbs Chicken (2)
2 lbs Italian Sausage
1 lbs Chicken Cutlets
2 lbs CC Pork Chops
2 lbs Chuck Chop

$4499
ALL THIS FOR

THIS IS INSANE
1 Top Round London 
    Broil (1”)
1 lb Veal Cutlets
1 1/2 lbs Chicken
    Cutlets
6 Pcs. CC Pork Chops 
1 1/2 lbs Sirloin
   Chop Meat

$5595
ALL THIS FOR

BEST OF EVERYTHING

3 lbs Spare Ribs
3 lbs Chicken Breasts
2 lbs Franks
3 lbs 1/4 Legs
2 lbs Sausage
3 lbs Chuck Chop

$5895
ALL THIS FOR

BARBECUE FEAST

BUY 1 PACK AT REGULAR PRICE
GET 1 PACK AT 1/2 PRICE

ITALIAN CHICKEN SAUSAGE -  BUY 1 GET 1 FREE
PORK OR CHICKEN KA-BOBS (JUMBO) $199 ec.

COOKED ST. LOUIS RIBS - BUY 1 GET 1 FREE
STEAK BURGERS - BUY 1 GET 1 FREE 

WHOLE CHICKENS -        3 FOR $15.00 OSCAR MEYER BACON - BUY 1 GET 1 FREE

HORMEL LOWER SALT DELI HAM - $4.99 lb. LAND O’ LAKES AMERICAN CHEESE - $5.99 lb.

ALL THIS FOR

CADILLAC PLAN
2 lbs Chuck Filet
2 lbs Sh. London Broil
2 lbs Chicken Cutlets
2 lbs Sh. Lamb Chops
2 lbs Beef Stew
2 lbs Shell Steak
2 lbs Club Steak
2 lbs Chicken Legs
2 Lbs Chicken Breasts
2 lbs Chuck Chop
2 lbs Sausage
2 lbs CC Pork Chops

$14999

CHOICE
RIB STEAKS

$999 lb.

USDA CHOICE
PORTERHOUSE STEAKS

$999 lb.

USDA PRIME
SKIRT STEAKS

$999 lb.

BY LISA POST
Kings Harbor be-

lieves learning is a life-
long process. As part 
of the Adult Education 
classes given at the facil-
ity, residents signed up 
for a computer and ipad 
usage course. 

Past classes have in-
cluded chess, crocheting 
and health education, 
but the iPad/computer 
classes have been the 
most popular. 

Kings Harbor’s seniors graduate from computer classes
On Monday, May 15, 

Kings Harbor held a 
graduation ceremony 
for the seniors that com-
pleted the program and 
mastered the techni-
cal skills necessary to 
use the devices on their 
own. 

Complete with cap 
and gown and diplomas, 
the computer class grad-
uates happily posed for 
pictures. They now have 
the skills to send those 
photos to their children 

and grandchildren via 
emails, texts, and social 
media.  

Although desktop 
computers and skyping 
were available for years 
in the facility’s com-
puter center, the newly-
learned tablet and laptop 
skills now allow the resi-
dents freedom to have ac-
cess in their individual 
rooms or lounge areas 
(or in the computer cen-
ter if they did not have 

Resident Edith Brock was so happy to receive her diploma 
and took the class with her twin sister Ethel who is also a 
resident

their own devices).
“We are so proud of 

our residents and were 
surprised at how rapidly 
they learned the com-
puter usage skills. We 
feel it is important to not 
only take care of their 
bodies, but also their 
minds, and our residents 
always enjoy learning 
new things,” stated Ad-
ministrator Alexander 
Stern.

For a tour of the facil-

ity, located on 2000 East 
Gun Hill Road in the 

Bronx, call weekdays 
(718) 320-0400, ext. 561.

(Left) Diego is a 1 year old Terrier mix. High puppy en-
ergy and very friendly. Diego would love to have his 
own family who will love him forever. Someone to play 
and cuddle with.

(Right) Lucy is a 2 year old domestic short haired 
tabby. She absolutely loves playing and getting belly 
rubs.. Lucy would prefer to be the only pet in the 
household... She wants nothing else but to be loved 
and spoiled. 

To adopt any of these pets, email newbeginningani-
malrescue@gmail.com or call 347-691-3282.

NEW BEGINNING

Senior services
Do you need help getting to and from your med-

ical appointments?  Transportation Services are 
available to seniors Monday through Friday, 8 a.m. 
to 4 p.m., in community districts 9, 10, 11 and 12.

  • Door to door service for all medical appoint-
ments

• Courteous, professional drivers
• Clean vehicles
• Handicap accessibility, including wheelchair 

lifts 
For further information, call Mildred Cardona, 

program director of the R.A.I.N. Transportation 
Program at (718) 882-8513.  
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718.828.9200

barinosmarket.com

LET US CATER YOUR NEXT EVENT!

FIRE UP THE GRILL
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(l-r) Valerie Lajara; Vanessa M. Smith, DOHMH project manager; Carmen Rivera, VIP Community Service assistant vice president; muralist 
Tova Snyder; Myla Harrison, DOHMH assistant community outreach coordinator and John Sanchez, Community Board 6 district manger. 
 Photo by Silvio Pacifi co

Aysha Gonzalez painted her portion of the 
canvas. 
 Photo by silvio Pacifi co

NYC Department of Mental Health & Hygiene, NYC Mural Arts Project and VIP Community Services partnered to host a ‘Family Paint Fest’ on Saturday, May 6 to produce a mural size canvas. 
Artist Tova Synder designed the larger-than-life mental health mural to be installed at C.S. 211.

MURAL ARTS PROJECT, VIP’S FAMILY PAINT FEST

Turner employees celebrated their com-
pany’s Founders’ Day by giving back to the 
community. Photo courtesy of Bronx YMCA

Over 40 Turner employees commemorated 
Turner Founders’ Day of Service at the Bronx 
YMCA on Friday, May 5 by painting, cleaning 
and beautifying the facility. Turner employ-
ees around the world actively engage in a 
company-wide day of community service 
through a wide variety of community part-
nerships, sponsoring and participating in 
programs emphasizing youth and educa-
tion, health and welfare and improving the 
viability of local businesses. 

TURNER FOUNDERS’ DAY OF SERVICE AT THE BRONX YMCA

Guitarist Dennis Grau (front, c) celebrated 
with Beth Abraham staff, residents and fami-
lies. Photo by Edwin Soto

Many Beth Abraham Center elders had the 
‘tea time’ of their lives celebrating Mother’s 
Day on Sunday, May 14.

BETH ABE HOSTS 
MOTHER’S DAY

TEA PARTY
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“Look as beautiful as you are….”

FillersBotox

Offering
the latest in

Laser Hair Removal     

Botox   

Fillers 

Scleratherapy 

Skin Peel

Electrolysis

Hormone Replacement Therapy

hCG Weight Loss Program

Important Safety Information
What is KYBELLA®
KYBELLA® is a prescription medi-
cine used in adults to improve the 
appearance and profile of moderate 
to severe fat below the chin (submen-
tal fat), also called “double chin.” It 
is not known if KYBELLA® is safe 
and effective for use outside of the 
submental area and in children less 
than 18 years of age
Please see additional Important 
Safety Information inside.

Bothered by the 
fullness* beneath 

your chin?

Got Hair?
M E DIC A L  A E S TH E TIC S

3611A East Tremont Ave., Bronx, NY
347-281-5576

A lucky man made the short trip 
from the Bronx to Yonkers a winning 
journey on Sunday afternoon (May 
21) when James M. hit a $149,931 jack-
pot at Empire City Casino. 

The six-fi gure score was made in 
the Gotham Palace section of Em-
pire City Casino on the Wheel of For-
tune slot, just yards away from the 
slot machine where a New York State 
racetrack casino record $1,680,471 
jackpot is still waiting to be hit.

James M. made a $6 wager on a $1 
denomination machine to score at 
4:23 PM, capping off a lucrative week-
end.

 The Empire City life-changer still 
looming continues to soar. On May 9, 
it eclipsed $1.6 for the fi rst time in 
history. 

On April 17,  it had soared past 
$1.5 million for the fi rst time, and on 
April 10, when it reached $1,480,045, 
it eclipsed the previous all-time Em-
pire City and New York racetrack 
casino jackpot record hit by How-
ard Gershowitz of Suffolk County, 
Long Island ($1,473,503 on October 
25, 2015).

 Meanwhile, Howard G. contin-
ues to remain in the “slot-light” as 
advertising pitchman for Empire 
City’s television ad campaign enti-
tled “Real Winners, Real Money, Real 
Deal” which continues to air on lo-
cal sports television networks (View 
the commercial at http://bit.ly/How-
ardG).

 This record-breaker is ripe again 
for winning and is only available on 
two Wheel of Fortune slots at Empire 
City Casino. Who will be the next 

Howard G.?!
* * *

The New York City Department 

of Sanitation announced that in ob-
servance of Memorial Day, there will 
be no garbage, recycling, or organ-
ics collection, nor street cleaning on 
Monday, May 29.

 Residents who normally receive 
Monday trash, organics or recycling 
collection should place their mate-
rial out at curbside after 4 p.m. on 
Monday, May 29 for pickup. 

The Department of Sanitation 
previously collected recyclables the 
week following the holiday, but is 
modifying its holiday service at this 
time.

 Additionally, all Sanitation De-
partment administrative offi ces will 
be closed on Monday, May 29, in ob-
servance of the holiday.

 To help provide city residents 
with Sanitation-related service re-
minders, updates and special event 
schedules, the New York City De-
partment of Sanitation has launched 
DSNY Info, its smart phone and tab-
let app. 

The app also includes tips to re-
duce, reuse and recycle, making it 
easier for New Yorkers send zero 
waste to landfi lls by 2030. 

The free app is available for both 
iOS and Android operating systems, 
and can be found by searching DSNY 
Info in the Apple App and Google 
Play stores.

 For questions about New York 
City Department of Sanitation ser-
vices and holiday schedules contact 
311 or visit nyc.gov/sanitation.

Empire City Casino 
Bronx jackpot winner

Shalom Jewish
Funeral Home, Inc.

“The Bronx Jewish Community Memorial Chapel”

(718) 828-1700
Keeping Tradition Under Rabbinical Supervision
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Working in retail in New York City can be a tough way
to make a living. Low wages and insufficient hours
can make it a struggle just to get by. And, until now,

retail workers have faced the brutal practice known as on-call
scheduling. But finally, thanks
to a new law passed by the
New York City Council, with
Mayor de Blasio set to sign it
soon, on-call scheduling will be a thing of the past. 

The RWDSU is proud to have led the fight against on-call
scheduling, which disrupts workers’ lives and their families’
lives by requiring them to keep themselves available when they
are not scheduled to work with no guarantee of an actual work
shift. We work with retail workers, both unionized and
nonunionized, every day. And we know how on-call scheduling
has made it impossible for workers to take a needed second
job or plan for the basic necessities of their lives, including
child care, education, or medical care. That’s why the passage
of Intro. 1387 is so important.

The law bans New York City
employers from scheduling
workers to be on call.
Employers will not be able to
cancel a shift within 72 hours
of the start of the shift except

under extreme conditions like a natural disaster. Employers
can only add shifts within 72 hours with workers’ consent. The
new law takes away from employers a cruel, exploitative
computer-driven system designed to optimize employer profits
while sacrificing any considerations for working men and
women. It will restore control and balance to the lives of
working people in New York City.

We applaud the city council’s action, and look forward to
the mayor signing this bill into law. The de Blasio
Administration’s partnership with the RWDSU to support
workers sets a national precedent that will be felt across the
country. It’s important that more cities recognize the
destructive effect of on-call scheduling and ban the practice. 

Retail workers deserve to thrive, not just
survive. And banning on-call scheduling
is an important part of setting an
environment where retail workers can
move forward and build better lives. 

Retail workers deserve to
thrive, not just survive.

The new law will restore
control and balance to the
lives of working people in
New York City.

By Stuart Appelbaum, President
Retail, Wholesale and Department Store Union, UFCW

www.rwdsu.org

Our Perspective

NYC Sends a
Message by
Banning On-Call
Scheduling
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THE THROGGS

3602/3604 East Tremont Avenue  

Check Out These
Stores In The

Throggs Neck Mall!

TAILS ARE WAGGIN' AND PETS ARE BRAGGIN'

3604 A E.Tremont Ave.

347-680-5921 347-680-5929
ALL SERVICES BY APPOINTMENT ONLY

$300OFF
WITH COUPON ONLY

MAY & JUNE SPECIAL: DOOGIE SPA TREATMENT
POODLE, HAVANESE AND SCHNAUZER
INCLUDES BATH WITH OATMEAL SHAMPOO AND OATMEAL CONDITIONER

HAIR TRIM, NAILS CUT AND EARS CLEANED

$50Starting
At

A2z Construction Group
Inc.

347-287-1593

AMSTERDAM AIR COOLING

212-787-7700

   Commercial $ Residential

    upon request

NOW OPEN



MEMORIAL DAY

VISIT A STORE FOR A CHANCE TO WIN YOUR PERFECT MATTRESS!
SEE MATTRESSFIRM.COM/GIVEAWAY FOR DETAILS.

50 GRAND PRIZE WINNERS
FREE MATTRESSUP 

TO 
$3000 RETAIL VALUE†

ENDS 

MONDAY

Minimum purchase of $4,499 on a mattress plus adjustable base with your Mattress Firm credit card. 72 Equal Monthly Payments required. 

SLEEP INTEREST FREE FOR 6 YEARS*

WK34_NYC_CPI_5.26_COMMUNITY_FRONT

SAVE UP TO $1000 STOREWIDE†*

HOLIDAY HOURS: FRI 10AM-9PM 
SAT 9AM-9PM • SUN 11AM-8PM • MON 9AM-9PM



GIFT WITH  
PURCHASE

UP TO
$300**

On select mattress set purchases.
Good towards a free luxury pillow, free Premier mattress protector or free mattress frame.

DISCOVER THE LATEST
IN SLEEP TECHNOLOGY

S L E E P  I N T E R E S T  F R E E  F O R  6  Y E A R S*

Minimum purchase of $4,499 on a mattress plus adjustable base with your Mattress Firm credit card. 72 Equal Monthly Payments required. 

WK34_NYC_CPI_5.26_COMMUNITY_INSIDE

 A hi-tech mattress that combines memory foam and 
Advanced Pocketed Coil™ Technology. Designed to be the 

perfect marriage of contouring comfort and superior support. 

A luxury mattress experience unlike any other. Pocketed 
coils and layers of memory and latex foams provide a fresh 

perspective on sleep.

 A luxurious mattress with BlackICE™ memory foam that immerses 
you in unmatched comfort for a completely restorative sleep 
experience. Designed to help maintain an ideal sleep climate. 

T E C H N O L O G Y  T O  P O W E R  O F F



On select adjustable bases.

SAVE UP TO

$400†** 2 FREE
PILLOWS

GET UP TO

UP TO A 
$19998

VALUE

An adjustable base is perfect for binge-watching
your favorite show or reading a good book.

MANTUA®

Rize Edge

I T ’ S  A L L  A B O U T  T H AT  B A S E !

SAVE  UP TO $1000 STOREWIDE†*

L & P 700



WK34_NYC_CPI_5.26_COMMUNITY_BACK

1 - 8 0 0 - M AT- F I R M  M AT T R E S S F I R M .CO M  OV E R 3 5 0 0 STO R E LO C AT I O N S

SAVE UP TO

$600**†

0% APR: 5 years* with a minimum purchase of $3999, 4 years* with a minimum purchase of $2999, 3 years* with a minimum purchase of $2499, 2 years* with a minimum purchase of $1499 on your Mattress Firm credit card. 60, 48, 36 or 24 equal monthly payments required. *Off er valid 5/22/17-
5/29/17 and applies only to single-receipt qualifying purchases. No interest will be charged on promo purchase and equal monthly payments are required equal to initial promo purchase amount divided equally by the number of months in promo period until promo is paid in full. The equal monthly payment 
will be rounded to the next highest whole dollar and may be higher than the minimum payment that would be required if the purchase was a non-promotional purchase. Regular account terms apply to non-promotional purchases. For new accounts: Purchase APR is 29.99%; Minimum Interest Charge is 
$2. Existing cardholders should see their credit card agreement for their applicable terms. Subject to credit approval. †Mattress Firm Memorial Day Giveaway: NO PURCHASE NECESSARY TO ENTER OR WIN. A PURCHASE WILL NOT INCREASE YOUR CHANCES OF WINNING. Starts 5/19/17 & 
ends 5/29/17. Open to legal residents of the 50 U.S./D.C., 18+. Fifty (50) Grand Prizes: a Mattress Firm gift voucher good for up to $3,000 towards the purchase of a mattress and matching box spring, excluding taxes and delivery charges. Vouchers expire on June 1, 2017. Void where prohibited. For 
complete details, see the Offi  cial Rules at participating stores or at www.mattressfi rm.com/giveaway. Sponsor: Mattress Firm, Inc, 10201 S Main Street, Houston, TX 77025. *†Save up to $1000 on select mattress sets from Beautyrest Legend, Beautyrest Black Hybrid, Beautyrest Black Hybrid Plus 
or Beautyrest Black Memory Foam with BlackICE. Savings vary by mattress set and model. May not be combined with any other discount, coupon or off er. Not valid on previous purchases. In-store dollar savings range from $100-$1000. Off er valid 5/22/17-5/29/17 or while supplies last. See store 
for complete details. **†Save up to $600 on select mattress sets from Beautyrest World Class or Serta iSeries. Savings vary by mattress set and model. May not be combined with any other discount, coupon or off er. Not valid on previous purchases. In-store dollar savings range from $300-$600. 
Off er valid 5/22/17-5/29/17 or while supplies last. See store for complete details. †**Save up to $400 on select adjustable bases plus receive up to 2 free pillows (up to a $199.98 value). Purchase an LP700 adjustable base and save $400 plus receive 2 free pillows, purchase an LP500 adjustable base 
and save $200 plus receive 2 free pillows, or purchase any other adjustable base (select exclusions apply) and save $100 plus receive 1 free pillow (up to a $99.99 value). Not valid on previous purchases. Free pillow off er has no cash value. Limited quantities available. Off er 5/22/17-5/29/17 or while 
supplies last. See store for complete details. **Mattress Firm Free Gift Off er: Off er valid 5/22/17-5/29/17. Purchase a Beautyrest Legend, Beautyrest Black Hybrid, Beautyrest Black Hybrid Plus or Beautyrest Black Memory Foam with BlackICE mattress set at $1299.99 and above and receive a Free 
Gift up to $300. Free Gift off er good towards in-store credit for free accessories including a luxury pillow (up to a $99.99 value), Premier mattress protector (up to a $119.99 value) or mattress frame (up to an $89 value). Free Gift breakouts are as follows: Spend $1299.99-$1999.99 and choose 1 for 
free (up to a $100 value), spend $2000-2999.99 and choose 2 for free (up to a $200 value), or spend $3000 or more and get all 3 for free (up to a $300 value). LuxLiving BlackICE pillows, LuxLiving Hyperchill pillows and DreamFit sheets excluded from Free Gift off er. Not valid towards mattress 
set purchase, previous purchases, special purchases, furniture or with Groupon. Has no cash value, see store for details. *†*If you don’t love your new mattress, you may exchange or return it within 120 days of your original mattress delivery date. Guest is limited to up to 2 exchanges (excluding 
product warranty exchanges) within the 120 day time period, calculated from the original mattress delivery date. If exchanged, guest is responsible for redelivery fee of $79.99. See store for complete details. †*In-store dollar savings range from $50-$1000. We invite you to ask about any individual 
prices. Product and selection may vary from store to store. Photography is for illustration purposes only and may not refl ect actual product. Mattress Firm, Inc. strives for accuracy in our advertising, but errors in pricing and/or photography may occur. Mattress Firm reserves the right to correct 
any such errors. Some products are at the manufacturer’s minimum selling price and further reductions cannot be taken. Store hours may vary by location. Unless otherwise indicated, off ers valid 5/22/17-5/29/17 or while supplies last at your local Mattress Firm. See store for complete details.

Exclusively at

FIRM • QUEEN SET $49999

SAVE UP TO $300 OFF OUR LOW PRICE OF $79999

Exclusively at

SAVE UP TO

$1000*†

On select mattress set purchases.

ENDS 

MONDAY

OVER 15 QUEEN SETS
UNDER $99999

QUEEN SETS 
STARTING AS LOW AS

$17999

L VE YOUR MATTRESS GUARANTEETM*†*

At Mattress Firm we make it easy to Love Your Mattress. We promise that if you don’t love your new mattress, you can exchange or return it for your money back within 120 days.

SLEEP INTEREST FREE FOR 6 YEARS* Minimum purchase of $4,499 
on a mattress plus adjustable 
base with your Mattress Firm 
credit card. 72 Equal Monthly 
Payments required. 

**

Good towards a free luxury pillow, free Premier 
mattress protector or free mattress frame.

UP TO
GIFT WITH 
PURCHASE

$300
On select mattress set purchases.

HOLIDAY HOURS: FRI 10AM-9PM 
SAT 9AM-9PM • SUN 11AM-8PM • MON 9AM-9PM
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See what the Throggs Neck Mall is all about!
You can sit and dine in our cozy courtyard. 
Order from the best smokehouse in the 
Bronx at the Alley Cat Smokehouse.NECK MALL

Offi ce/Retail Space Available in the Mall Call 917-232-2375

(2nd Floor) Suite 204

Lessons on all Instruments
Beginners & Intermediate

Repairs, Recordings, Video

Live Bands
Disc Jockeys Available
Call 646-261-0170
    or 646-331-9707
for free consultation or
www.justnutsmusic.net

Want to play an instrument?
Just Nuts Music School

THE STYLIST &
THE BARBER
The Throggs Neck Mall
3602 E. Tremont Avenue
Bronx, NY 10465

718-684-1191

Chair Rental
Looking for stylist, barbers and/or nail tech with a following

Laser Hair Removal 
IPL Facial 

Chemical Peel 
Balayage Brazilian Blowout 
Spring & Summer Special 

We specialize in:
Color Correction 
Hair Extensions 

Stylist: Jen  Barber: JayWOMEN MEN

718-684-1191

 TS    MO SAL N  
Eyebrow * Waxing * Threading * Eyelash * Tinting * 

F i l

Open 7 Days
9:30am - 7:30pm

347-455-0198

Eyebrow Threading

Only $5
50% 

First Color 
ServiceOFF

Mention This Ad
And Receive

10% 

OFF

follow us on Instagram
and Facebook 

COMMING SOON-MICRO BLADING



BRONX TIMES REPORTER, MAY 26-JUNE 1, 201744    BTR

Montefi ore Medical Center 
transplanted its 300th heart, 
marking a major milestone 
since the program’s incep-
tion in 1999. With the best one-
year patient survival rates 
for both pediatric and adult 
heart transplants in New York 
City, Montefi ore also claims 
the best three-year patient 
survival rates for adult trans-
plants in the City. This data is 
according to the most recent 
reports from the Scientifi c 
Registry of Transplant Recipi-
ent (SRTR), funded by the U.S. 
Department of Health and Hu-
man Services. Montefi ore’s pe-
diatric one-year survival rates 
are also recorded at 100% in 
this recent SRTR report. As a 
leader and innovator, today, 
Montefi ore kicks-off its 3rd 
Annual BronxHeart Sympo-
sium, a comprehensive course 
presented by Montefi ore’s Di-
vision of Cardiology and the 
Department of Cardiothoracic 
& Vascular Surgery.

 “For nearly 20 years, Mon-
tefi ore’s heart transplant pro-
gram has continued to grow 
and excel, achieving highly 
competitive patient survival 
rates while also sustaining 
our commitment to access to 
healthcare for all,” said Rob-
ert E. Michler, M.D., professor 
and chairman of cardiotho-
racic & vascular surgery, pro-
fessor and chairman of the de-
partment of surgery, Samuel I. 
Belkin Endowed Chair, Mon-
tefi ore Health System and Al-
bert Einstein College of Med-
icine. “We are also proud of 
our leadership role in the fi eld 
of heart surgery as evidenced 
by our work as principal in-
vestigators in major national 
clinical trials and this week’s 
BronxHeart Symposium.”

 The BronxHeart Sympo-
sium invites global thought 
leaders in the fi eld to educate 
colleagues on the latest de-
velopments in heart failure, 
transplantation, and mechan-

ical circulatory support.
 “Heart failure is a global 

epidemic affecting more than 
six million patients in the 
United States alone,” said 
Ulrich Jorde, M.D., section 
head, heart failure, cardiac 
transplantation and mechan-
ical circulatory support, vice 
chief, division of cardiology, 
professor of medicine, Mon-
tefi ore Health System and Al-
bert Einstein College of Med-
icine. “Our two-day course, 
led by 32 leaders in the fi elds 
of cardiology and cardiotho-
racic and vascular surgery, 
will highlight current clini-
cal practices, as well as the 
latest advanced therapies for 
the treatment of heart fail-
ure.”

 Montefi ore’s excellence 
in treating heart failure, as 
evidenced by the 300th heart 
transplant and BronxHeart 
Symposium, has a long and 
accomplished history; its fi rst 
adult heart transplant was per-

Montefi ore performs 300th heart transplant
formed in 2001, and its fi rst pe-
diatric one in 2009. The longest 
living Montefi ore heart trans-
plant patient to date recently 
celebrated his 15th “birthday,” 
the anniversary of his trans-
plant surgery. With the 300th 
heart transplant, Montefi ore 
performed its second blood-
less heart transplant, using 
no blood transfusions: a major 
innovation in transplant care. 
Montefi ore performed its fi rst 
bloodless heart transplant in 
October 2014. 

“Because our program con-
tinues to offer patients of all 
backgrounds the opportunity 
to live a healthier life, our an-
nual volume of heart trans-
plants continues to grow,” said 
Daniel Goldstein, M.D., profes-
sor and vice chairman of the 
department of cardiothoracic 
surgery, Montefi ore Einstein 
Center for Heart & Vascular 
Care. “We are committed to us-
ing our expertise to turn lives 
around and give people hope. 

Using bloodless surgery is just 
one of the techniques we use to 
meet the needs of our cultur-
ally diverse population.” 

 This year, Montefi ore is 
celebrating 60 years of per-
forming heart surgery. The 
Center’s fi rst open-heart sur-
gery in 1957 was the beginning 
of a long history of clinical ex-
cellence including develop-
ing and using the world’s fi rst 
transvenous pacemaker sys-
tem in 1958, and performing 
the fi rst coronary artery by-
pass operation in 1960. Mon-
tefi ore Einstein Center for 
Heart & Vascular Care has be-
come a nationally recognized 
destination for heart and vas-
cular care.

 To learn more about the 
Montefi ore Einstein Center for 
Heart & Vascular Care, visit 
www.montefiore.org/heart 
and follow us on Montefi ore’s 
social media pages: Twitter 
@Montefi oreNYC, Facebook, 
and YouTube.

Shavuoth commemorates 
the Jewish people receiving 
the Torah (the Ten Command-
ments together with the Five 
Books of Moses) at Mount Si-
nai after the Exodus from 
Egypt.  

This year, Shavuoth be-
gins on Tuesday evening, May 
30, at sundown, and continues 
through Thursday evening, 

Pelham Parkway Jewish Center upcoming services
June 1, one hour after sun-
down.  

Special prayers are said, 
including the Yizkor service 
in which the participants’ an-
cestors are remembered. 

 This year the Yizkor ser-
vice will be held on Thursday, 
June 1, at approximately 10:30 
a.m. in the Young Israel of Pel-
ham Parkway Jewish Center 

and approximately 10 am in 
Ohel Moshe – Anshe Sfard.

There are also various cus-
toms associated with the holi-
day.  One of the most impor-
tant is studying Jewish holy 
books and other Jewish topics 
the entire fi rst night of the hol-
iday.  Two of the oldest syna-
gogues in the Pelham Parkway 
area, the Young Israel of Pel-

ham Parkway Jewish Center, 
2190 Muliner Avenue, and Con-
gregation Ohel Moshe –Anshe 
Sfard, 2163 Muliner Avenue, 
are hosting this program in 
Jewish learning this year.  

Yitzhak Gross of the Young 
Israel of Pelham Parkway Jew-
ish Center  and Rabbi Pewzner 
of the Bronx Jewish Center 
are among the teachers. 

Anyone interested in Ju-
daic studies are invited to join 
in on the night of Tuesday, 
May 30, from around 11 p.m. 
through the next morning for 
learning and refreshments, 
and a sunrise service.  The top-
ics, locations and times will 
be posted on website, YIPPJC.
org, staring around Thursday, 
May 25.

The ability to travel around 
the city when and where we 
want to is freedom and privi-
lege that many of us enjoy. We 
often take for granted the abil-
ity to hop on the bus or train 
or drive to where we want to 
go. 

As we age, what once was 
routine, often becomes more 
challenging. Physical condi-
tions associated with the aging 
process such as: reduced visual 
acuity, slower reaction time, 
and restricted physical mobil-
ity may make it more challeng-
ing to continue driving. 

Getting around the city by CLiCC
Friends and family of el-

derly drivers should be alert to 
changes in abilities that may 
make their loved ones unsafe 
on the road. Losing the ability 
to drive is a dramatic change, 
but it does not have to be the 
loss of freedom. 

If you are having diffi culty 
driving or are no longer able to, 
NYC offers a range of options 
to assist you in getting around.  
The Department for the Ag-
ing (DFTA) funds community 
based organizations to provide 
car service for medical and 
other essential visits. This pro-

vides door to door service for 
your medical visits to ensure 
that you do not miss important 
medical appointments. 

Additionally, many senior 
centers provide transporta-
tion to and from their sites as 
well as shopping or other rec-
reational activities. In this 
way you can keep active and 
independent in the commu-
nity. 

Access-A-Ride is a transpor-
tation program offered through 
the Metropolitan Transporta-
tion Authority (MTA). 

This is a paratransit pro-

gram. Paratransit is offered 
to qualifi ed individuals with 
a disability. In order to qual-
ify for this program an assess-
ment is completed by Access-
A-Ride at their assessment 
facility to determine your eli-
gibility. 

With this program you may 
also be allowed to travel with 
your home care attendant as 
well. 

The MTA also provides re-
duced fair MetroCard’s. You 
may be eligible for these re-
duced fares if you are 65 years 
of age or older. 

With this program you pay 
half the current regular fare. 
This MetroCard is eligible to 
be used on MTA NYC subways 
and buses, MTA Long Island 
Buses, MTA Long Island Rail 
Road and MTA Metro-North 
Railroad to NYC terminals. 

To fi nd out more about 
community transportation 
options contact Mildred Car-
dona, R.A.I.N. Transportation 
program director, at (718) 882-
8513. If you need assistance 
with applying for a reduced 
fare MetroCard or Access-A-
Ride contact R.A.I.N. One Stop 
at (718) 239-4358.

FOR ADVERTISING RATES AND
INFORMATION CALL (718) 260-4593
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��AFFORDABLE TUITION 

��FLEXIBLE PAYMENT OPTIONS

��HALF DAY / FULL DAY OPTIONS

��OLYMPIC SIZE SWIMMING POOL

��A VARIETY OF ACTIVITIES:
ACADEMIC ENRICHMENT

  COMPUTER TECHNOLOGY
  DANCE, MARTIAL ARTS, 
  BASKETBALL, ZUMBA, 
  SWIMMING and MUCH MORE!!

THERE’S STILL TIME TO REGISTER
July Pre-Camp 7/5-7/7 App/Payment Deadline 6/14/17
July Camp 7/10-7/28 Application Deadline 6/14/17 
August Camp 7/31-8/18 Application Deadline 7/10/17

APPLY TODAY to hold your spot!

SSUUMMMMEERR CAMP AT
LEHMAN COLLEGE | SCPS

FOR MORE INFORMATION & APPLICATION: 
call: 718-960-8512
email: lehman.academy@lehman.cuny.edu
visit: www.lehman.edu/ce
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Action
Association

BY FRANK V. VERNUCCIO, JR.
The New York Yankees re-

cently honored their retired 
shortstop, the great Derek 
Jeter, who will doubtless enter 
the Baseball Hall of Fame at 
the fi rst opportunity.

Jeter and President Obama 
share several similar traits, 
but have diverged sharply in 
their character and how they 
have used their fame. Both are 
the offspring of a black father 
and a white mother. Both are 
refi ned men who have reached 
the pinnacle of their respec-
tive careers. The similarities 
end there.

The baseball hero didn’t 
achieve his legendary status 
easily.  Physically average for a 
major league player, he scaled 
the heights of the sport by be-
ing the hardest working mem-
ber of his organization.  Even 
after becoming Captain of his-
tory’s greatest team, he contin-
ued his diligent workouts.

For Obama, a sense of en-
titlement, perhaps as a rec-
ompense for historical injus-
tice, seemed to permeate his 
thoughts.

The baseball hero cer-
tainly experienced racial ten-
sion in his youth.  In an inter-
view with Barbara Walters, he 
noted that he had occasionally 

had the N-word tossed at him, 
as well as sneers from ignora-
muses who disapproved of his 
biracial DNA.  He didn’t make 
a constant issue of that, how-
ever, choosing instead to si-
lence his critics by being the 
best at his craft and the classi-
est guy in the business. A pub-
lished transcript of the discus-
sion noted this exchange:

“You have an understand-
ing and an education of two 
races,” Jeter said. “I wouldn’t 
change it for the world. Have 
there ever been days where I 
wished I was this or I wished 
I was that? . . . No, It’s always 
been a positive. You always 
hear stuff from stupid people. 
That’s never going to change. 
You chalk it up as ignorance; 
you know those people are 
just ignorant and they’re not 
familiar (with biracial peo-
ple), sometimes I think they’re 
afraid of the unknown. That’s 
basically how I look at it.”

How different that is from 
Obama, who rode racial ten-
sions the way a jockey rides a 
horse.  It is supremely ironic 
that the end result of Ameri-
ca’s fi rst black presidency was 
a major setback of racial rela-
tions.

Jeter’s natural grace and 
style demonstrated the idiocy 

of racism. The most casual 
review of his extraordinary 
qualities would be suffi cient to 
silence anyone foolish enough 
to succumb to the false narra-
tive of hatred.

Obama took the oppo-
site course, and made things 
worse, not better, especially 
when compared to his prede-
cessors.

As noted by the New York 
Post’s  Gil Troy, “ [President] 
Bush integrated his adminis-
tration naturally, appointing 
Secretary of State Colin Powell 
and National Security Adviser 
Condoleezza Rice because of 
their smarts, not their race. 
Obama’s election in 2008 was 
a natural progression of the 
Bush era’s racial progress.”

In 2015,  Gallup  reported 
that “Americans rate black-
white relations much more 
negatively today than they 
have at any point in the past 
15 years.” It doesn’t take much 
analysis to demonstrate that 
Obama’s constant emphasis of 

every racial incident was re-
sponsible.

John Gibbs, (who is black) 
writing in The Federalist, 
stated: “Under President 
Obama, many black folks 
think racial division has in-
creased, not decreased…he 
thinks of a place where racist 
white Christian fundamental-
ists came here from Europe, 
committed genocide against 
Native Americans, enslaved 
and segregated black people, 
denied women, gays, and other 
minorities their rights, and 
used capitalism and a rigged 
legal system to oppress poor 
people for centuries. He also 
believes this is still continu-
ing today… the president’s 
overarching goal has been 
to eliminate what he sees as 
the structural, institutional-
ized discrimination that [he 
believes] defi nes America. He 
has done this by taking every 
opportunity to see disparities 
between groups as evidence 
of discrimination, then us-
ing all available resources to 
fi ght this perceived discrimi-
nation by going to war against 
the Americans he believes are 
responsible for it, who are al-
most always whites, men, po-
lice, and Christians.”

Jeter played tough against 

his competitors. But he has 
become near-universally ad-
mired by those whom he played 
against because his dedication 
and respect for his craft and 
its traditions are undeniable. 
That, too contrasts, sharply 
with the former president, who 
generally seemed ashamed of 
the nation that chose him as 
its leader for eight years.  One 
of Obama’s fi rst acts in offi ce 
was to embark on an “apol-
ogy tour” of the Middle East.  
He clearly was uncomfortable 
with the concept of American 
exceptionalism.

Jeter made a point of learn-
ing from and working with 
respected professionals in 
his fi eld. Obama’s infl uenc-
ers included deeply unsavory 
characters, such as the terror-
ist Bill Ayers and the antago-
nistic clergyman Jeremiah 
Wright Jr.

Jeter’s character fulfi lled, 
and Obama’s character de-
nied, the extraordinary words 
of the Rev. Dr. Martin Luther 
King, Jr., who, in his March on 
Washington speech, said:

“I have a dream that my 
four children will one day live 
in a nation where they will not 
be judged by the color of their 
skin, but by the content of their 
character”.

BY LYNN GERBINO
This is just a reminder 

that our next meeting will  
take place on Tuesday, May 
30, at 7:30 p.m. If you want to 
be ‘in the know’ about the re-
moval of the toll booths at the 
Throgs Neck and Whitestone 
bridges, you are welcome to 
come. Considering all of the 
traffi c we have had in the last 

few weeks, we will, hopefully, 
fi nd out if there is an end 
to this madness. The meet-
ing will be held at the Villa 
Barone Manor. Also, we will 
have some good news about a 
farmer’s market opening in 
the community and Chrys 
Napolitano will be on hand 
to tell us about it.

We have another impor-

tant meeting set as our last 
for the summer. On Tuesday, 
June 27, at 7:30 p.m., Throggs 

Neck Homeowners Associa-
tion will host a candidate’s 
forum for the 13th Council-
manic District at the Villa 
Barone Manor. All are invited 
to meet the candidates and 
hear their views on what they 
can do for the community. We 
hope to see you there.

Enjoy the week. And 
please on this Memorial Day 

remember those who gave 
their lives so we may live the 
lives we do....They gave their 
all and we are most thankful 
for them. God bless them al-
ways.

You can reach us at (718) 
823-0327 or leave a mes-
sage on our Facebook page...
Throggs Neck Homeowners 
Association.

BY TONY SALIMBENE
 Question: why do you use 

‘happy’ and Memorial Day in 
the same sentence?  And for 
that matter, why do we have 
marching bands playing ver-
sions of Beatles and Santana 
tunes and having a grand old 
time on Memorial Day?  Some 
people are aware of the true 
meaning of the day and cor-
rect themselves but stumble, 
unable to provide an alterna-
tive saying. 

We have Saturday, May 20, 
that’s Armed Forces Day for 
those serving today, Veter-
ans Day is in November, for 
those who have served in the 
past, both can be a “Thanks 
for your service” kinda day.

But Memorial Day (for-
merly Decoration Day) is to 
remember those who died in 
service to our nation, we are 
somehow not sure what to 
say. 

My wife and friends have 

been asking for the longest. 
Perhaps we are sad at the 
sound of taps, but happy to 
be free?

So I went to good old 
Google, the answer to all of 

life’s mysteries and I can’t 
get a fi rm answer (thanks ex-
pensive computer) ‘Happy’ 
seems OK as long as it’s not 
too happy; try saying ‘peace-
ful’ day... I give up!

You can think about it for 
yourself but never forget, pop 
and grand pa, the guy across 
the street, your older cousin, 
your big brother, your best 
friend and whatever the heck 
you choose to say, remember, 
sincerely always remember, 

the spirit of Memorial Day 
and what our small part in 
this day means as it’s cele-
brated across our still great 
nation.

Remember Friday, June 9 
at 7 p.m., the Bronx County 
Convention at Sam Young 
Post 620, our June meeting 
and BBQ is Sunday, June 25 
at TN Memorial 1456.

Until next time: *Hand Sa-
lute* and a happy Memorial 
Day to all!  Pray for peace.

S SSHOP OUR CLASSIFIED 
PAGES EVERY WEEK AND 

SAVE MONEY
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Apply
Now!

NYSCAS

Your path to success starts at NYSCAS. Choose from more than 45 associate’s 
and bachelor’s degree programs at seven convenient locations throughout the metro area. 

Think college, think NYSCAS. A division of Touro College. 

 

Touro is an equal opportunity institution. For Touro’s complete Non-Discrimination Statement, please visit: www.touro.edu

CHOOSE FROM CAREER-FOCUSED MAJORS INCLUDING:

Clement O.
B.A. | NYSCAS ’16

Customer Support Web Team
NYC Dept. of Transportation

←

@nyscas | nyscas.touro.edu

855.21.TOURO (855.218.6876)    

@nyscas | nyscas.touro.edu

212.463.0400 x5500
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(l-r) Exhibited photographers Fernan Luna, Clarisel Gonzalez, Mitch Bleier, Walter Pofeldt, Dinorah 
Capota, Sorin Capota, Eileen McNamee, Miriam Quin and Lora Frisch. Photo by Laura Stone

Photographer Walter Pofeldt exhibited his work, ‘Fire Escape/No Escape’ at the gallery. 
 Photo by Laura Stone

Photographer Miriam Quin was proud of her work, ‘The Oval.’ 
 Photo by Laura Stone

The opening reception for the ‘Capturing the Bronx: Bronx Photographers Explore Bronx Neighborhoods’ was held on Friday, May 19 at Metropolitan College of New York’s Bronx Community 
Commons Second Floor. A group exhibition by the Bronx Photographers Collaborative, the visually stunning display features masterful works from local photographers Mitch Bleier, Silvia 
Blemenfeld, Dinorah Capota, Carol Foresta, Clarisel Gonzalez, Evelyn Katz, Debby Kawalick, Alex Krstevski, Fernan Luna, Eileen McNamee, Ira Merritt, Walter Pofeldt and Miriam Quin.
The exhibit runs until Tuesday, August 15. 

‘CAPTURING THE BRONX’ OPENING RECEPTION

Over 100 NYC residents attended the third annual Champs for Autism Fashion Show on Sunday, May 21 at the Mall at Bay Plaza. Hosted by Alaina Reid and sponsored by Bay Plaza Mall, 
the event organized by High Society Event Management included performances from Teen Philly School, Persia Wilcox and Qew Lunel, The models who participated slayed the runway in 
clothes sponsored by the GAP KIDS ranging from formal-wear, career-wear and spring-wear. Champs for Autism, founded by Dr. Stephannie L. Addo-Zuniga and inspired by her son, Jacob, 
was created as a platform for her son and other children to have a safe place to make new friends, engage in recreational activities and feel empowered.

THIRD ANNUAL CHAMPS FOR AUTISM FASHION SHOW AT BAY PLAZA

Mia showed off her tennis pro swing. Photo by Laura Stone Young model Logan displayed his muscles as a basketball player. Photo by Laura Stone
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BRONX BALL
Everyone had a ball at this year’s Bronx Ball Gala! The annual Bronx Ball Gala was held on 
Saturday, May 20 at the Pelham Split Rock Golf Clubhouse. The black tie event paid homage 
to the noteworthy Bronxites featured at this year’s Bronx Walk of Fame inductions: innovator 
Dr. Manny Villafana whose design and implementation of a device enhanced the pacemaker; 
actress Selenis Leyva from the Netfl ix series ‘Orange is the New Black’; DJ Funkmaster Flex 
who hosts a New York hip-hop radio show and singer/songwriter Prince Royce, writer of ‘Stand 
By Me’ and the recently released ‘Deja vu’, a duet with Shakira.

(l-r) Assembly members Mark Gjonaj and Marcos Crespo; Council Speaker Melissa Mark-Viverito; Assembly Speaker Carl Heastie; Borough President Diaz with his wife, Hilda;  honor-
ees Selenis Leyva and Prince Royce; Senator Jose Serrano; Congressman Jose Serrano and honoree Dr. Villafana with his wife, Elizabeth. Photo by Laura Stone

Actress Selenis Leyva (l) gracious-
ly accepted her award from Diaz. 
 Photo by Laura Stone

Prince Royce (l) proudly accepted 
his award from the borough presi-
dent. Photo by Laura Stone

Olga Luz Tirado (r) presented an 
award to Karen Medelhoff, Wave 
Hill president. Photo by Laura Stone

Prince Royce (c) received congraulations from Borough President 
Diaz and the borough president’s mother. Photo by Laura Stone

(l-r) Juan Tavarez, Healthfi rst site developer; Miosotis Munoz, 
Montefi ore Community Relations manager; Assemblyman Cre-
spos; Melissa Colon from United Healthcare; Juan Gabriel de 
Jesus, 40th Precinct Community Council president and Bishop 
Angelo Rosario, Church of God’s Children. Photo by Laura Stone

(l-r) Honoree Dr. Manny Villafana; emcee Sukanya Krishnan; honoree Selenis Leyva; Olga Luz Tirado, Bronx Tour-
ism Council executive director; Borough President Diaz; honorees Prince Royce and Funkmaster Flex with Mar-
lene Cintron, Bronx Overall Economic Development Corporation president. Photo by Laura Stone
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 SBH Health System (St. 
Barnabas Hospital) and the 
Belmont Business Improve-
ment District will hold “Pic-
ture a Healthier You,” a street 
fair with fun and healthy ac-
tivities, on Sunday, June 4,  
from 10 a.m. to 2 p.m. on Cres-
cent Avenue between Adams 
Place and Belmont Avenue.

 Included will be such 
health-related activities as 
blood pressure, BMI and 
mammography screenings; 
healthy cooking demos; 
and Zumba and yoga activi-
ties.  There will also be the 
chance to speak with physi-

‘Picture A Healthier You’ at SBS
cians, nurses and registered 
dietitians from the hospital; 
take home samples of healthy 
snacks and health care mate-
rials; participate in raffl es; 
and receive giveaways.

 “As the Bronx continues to 
lag behind the rest of the state 
in health outcomes and ac-
cess to nutritious food, health 
fairs like ‘Picture a Healthier 
You’ are important resources 
and educational opportuni-
ties for our community, said 
Dr. Eric Appelbaum, SBH’s 
chief medical offi cer. “We 
strongly encourage commu-
nity residents of all ages to 

come out and take advantage 
of the health and fi tness com-
ponents that will be available 
at the health fair.  It’s all part 
of our goal to educate families 
on ways that will help them 
stay healthy and out of the 
hospital.”

 SBH is a leading propo-
nent of population health, 
with the goal of improving 
the health outcomes of the 
people it serves.   In early 
2019, SBH will open the Bronx 
Center for Healthy Communi-
ties on Third Avenue, across 
the street from St. Barnabas 
Hospital, which will dedicate 

50,000 square feet to health 
and wellness services.  This 
will include an urgent care 
center, a pediatric center, a 
women’s health center, and a 
Mind-Body center that will fo-
cus on the many dimensions 
of wellness, from providing 
fi tness areas to a teaching 
kitchen. Much of the fresh 
produce used in the teach-
ing kitchen will be grown 
on a rooftop urban farm and 
terrace.  A patient education 
center will engage patients 
as partners in their own care 
and treatment. SBH will also 
operate an outdoor terrace de-

signed to accommodate stress 
reduction activities through 
the inclusion of a walking 
path, yoga pavilion, and 
multi-use area for meditation 
and Tai Chi.

 This is especially impor-
tant in the Bronx, which is 
an epicenter for such chronic 
conditions as diabetes, respi-
ratory illnesses, and obesity.  
The Bronx has consistently 
scored in 62nd and last place 
in New York State when it 
comes to health outcomes.  

 For more information on 
“Picture a Healthier You,” 
contact (718) 960-6375.

BY MARY JANE MUSANO
Our next meeting will be 

on Tuesday, May 30 at 7:30 
p.m. at The First Lutheran 
Church of Throggs Neck on 
Baisley and Hollywood ave-
nues.  It will be a forum for 
the candidates for city coun-
cil.  It is extremely impor-
tant that we elect someone 
for this position that knows 
what the issues are in our 
community and is willing to 
fi ght for what we feel is im-
portant.  The best way to get 
to know the candidates is to 

hear from them directly.
All eight candidates were 

invited.  Six responded that 
they would be attending.  
Two still not have responded.  
There will be one Republican 
and fi ve Democrats.

Each candidate will have 
three minutes to present 
their platform.  Then each 
candidate will be asked ques-
tions that were given to us by 
members and residents of our 
community.  The questions 
are regarding the most dis-
cussed problems in our com-

munity.  The candidates will 
then be asked to speak with 
our members and attendees 
of the forum over coffee and 
cookies.  This will give you 
a chance to talk personally 
with the candidates and get 
to know them better.

We hope to see you there.
June Meeting

We are very excited to 
have a guest speaker from 
Human Scale NYC.  This is an 
organization that fi ghts over-
development in NYC.  They 
have been very successful in 
organizing civic groups and 
other organizations that feel 
that our zoning laws favor de-
velopers instead of residents.

In order to be successful 
we must join together in large 
numbers so that our collec-
tive voices can be heard over 

the sound of money being 
donated to the campaigns of 
certain political candidates 
and politicians already serv-
ing offi ce.  The real estate 
lobby is strong but we must 
fi nd a way to be stronger.

We may have to change 
the date of our June meeting 
to accommodate our guest 
speaker.  The church is work-
ing with us to secure a date in 
June that Human Scale can 
make.  Please stay tuned as 
we should have a date posted 
in the next column.

BY PAUL GOLLUSCIO
Hello all.
Our  next monthly post 

meeting will be held at 1 p.m. 
on Saturday, June 3. This will 
also be our fi rst members only 
BBQ immediately following. 
A $5 50/50 raffl e will be held at 
the completion of the meeting.

Last month, I was remiss 
in omitting the mentioning 
of the death of Larry Laprise. 
You certainly do so know of 
him. He was the composer of 
the Hokey Pokey and when he 

died and the funeral director 
and his staff went to put him 
in the casket, they put his left 
foot in and that’s when all the 
trouble began.

The next Bronx County 
meeting will be held at the Sam 
Young Post on Friday, June 9.

The Boy’s State program 
will be conducted at SUNY, 
Morrisville, NY from June 25 
to July 1. The cost of sponsor-
ing a boy is $450.

The Hawkins Squadron is 
hosting a Golf Outing on Fri-

day, May 26 and a Spring Fling 
on Saturday, May 27. The fund-
raisers are in support of the 
campaign for Bill Clancy III 
for Detachment Commander. 
Call (718) 885-0639 for further 
info.

The Hawkins Post will host 
a Memorial Day Parade on 
City Island on Monday, May 29 
at 2 p.m.

George Amato, Bill Frank-
lin and I will be at K-Mart in 
Bay Plaza selling poppies on 
Saturday, May 29.

Trivia Time

Pope John Paul II was shot 
on May 13, 1981.

Lewis and Clark started 
their trip on May 14, 1804.

On the same date in 1948, 
Israel became a State.

The fi rst airline steward-
ess was Ellen Church. She be-
gan on May 15, 1930.

The Memphis Belle com-
pleted 25 Missions on May 17, 
1943.

On the same date in 1954 
Brown vs. Board of Education 
took place.

Clara Barton founded the 
American Red Cross on May 
21, 1881.

Keep the troops in your 
prayers, hug a vet and God 
bless.

BY AL D’ANGELO
Power politics showed 

its ugly head Friday when a 
handful of far-left liberals 
from as far away as Albany 
came to protest Senator Jeff 
Klein and the Independent 
Democratic Conference he 
leads. The IDC is a group 
of eight senators who use 
their independence to work 
through the partisan politics 
of Albany to get legislation 
passed for the constituents 

they represent. 
True Democrats all, they 

have the ability and fortitude 
to meet with Republicans and 
work in a bipartisan way to 
bring about meaningful leg-
islation. We need more like 
them; they put people before 
politics. 

The protest proved several 
things: 1. Politics is not about 
people but about power. Our 
nation is divided in many 
ways by race, religion and 
ideology, all fueled by party 

politics to wrest power from 
one another; 2. The agitators 
who came to protest the sen-
ator did not care about his 
efforts on behalf of his con-
stituents, but were against 
the power he has in Albany. 

He has it; they want it, it’s 
that simple; 3. And most im-
portant the large group who 
came together to support 
Senator Klein was impres-
sive, unlike the group of 
white, left wing zealots who 
were protesting. 

The senator’s support-
ers included black, white, 
Hispanic, Jews, Catholics 
and Muslims - all coming to-
gether to support the man 
who has fought for them his 
entire political career. 

Let that be a lesson to all 
politicians. Most intelligent 
voters will support those 
elected offi cials who work 
hard for their interests re-
gardless of race, religion or 
party affi liation. We don’t 
always have to agree, but 
we don’t always have to dis-
agree. When that happens, 
the people suffer. 

Senator Klein, continue to 
do the work we sent you to Al-
bany to do. You have our full 
support.

FOR ADVERTISING INFORMATION CALL (718) 260-4593
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Borough President Diaz (2nd row, c) formally 
recognized ten successful businesses. 
 Photo courtesy of Borough President Ruben Diaz, 
Jr.’s Offi ce

Borough President Ruben Diaz, Jr. and the 
Bronx Overall Economic Development Cor-
poration co-hosted a Business Day Luncheon 
as part of Bronx Week 2017 on Tuesday, May 
16 at Tosca Marquee. Grady’s Cold Brew, Sicis 
North America, Bronx Alehouse, Bronx De-
sign Group, Baldor, Jetro, Sell-Mar Enterpris-
es, Marley Spoon, Woops! and DOYLE/Hayloft 
Auctions were all recognized for contribut-
ing to the borough’s continued growth.

DIAZ HOSTS 
BUSINESS DAY 

LUNCHEON

Borough President Diaz (3rd from l) and Joseph Mondello (r), Bronx Borough President’s Veterans Advisory Council chairman, saluted this year’s honorees (l-r) Kevin Chimilio, Joseph 
Goonan, Joseph Thompson, LaTanga Blair and Joseph Bello. Photo by Silvio Pacifi co

Borough President Ruben Diaz, Jr. hosted the Bronx Veterans Appreciation Breakfast on Monday, May 15 at Maestro’s Caterers in honor of Bronx Week. This year’s honored veterans included 
Air Force veteran Kenneth Fisher, Navy veteran Joseph Bello, Army veteran LaTanga Blair, Marine Corp. veteran Kevin Chimilio, Navy and Army Reserve veteran Joseph Goonan, Air Force 
veteran Joseph Thompson and 107-year-old World War II Navy veteran Joe Binder.

BOROUGH PRESIDENT HOSTS VETERANS APPRECIATION BREAKFAST

Councilman Cabrera (c) awarded citations to 
CB 7 members. Photo by Silvio Pacifi co

Community Board 7 and Councilman Fer-
nando Cabrera honored CB 7 members who 
attended the board’s Women’s Summit last 
month. Councilman Cabrera honored all CB 7 
members at the board’s general board meet-
ing on Tuesday, May 16 at Tracey Towers. 

CB 7, CABRERA 
HONOR BOARD 

MEMBERS
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PS 89 Cheer Squad

BY GENE DEFRANCIS
In case you did not notice, 

we have a new addition to our 
name and this is the fi rst arti-
cle written with the new name. 
We are now Incorporated and 
the name is now Allerton In-
ternational Merchants As-
sociation Inc. Thank you to 
John Cerini for his help and 
guidance in the process and 
his continued support for our 
organization. 

Mothers Day Clean Up 
went a bit wonky in the begin-
ning with rescheduling and 
misplaced items. But when we 
work together we can solve all 
obstacles. 

When the rain hit the Sat-
urday before Mothers Day, 
weeks of preparation turned 
into a short notice of resched-
uling. Saturday didn’t work 
for our group and Sunday 
didn’t work for others. 

So we decided on Sunday 
at 11 a.m. Only one problem. 
My American Legion meeting 
was at that time. So once I real-
ized I double booked, I begged 
to push back the time a bit. I 
went straight to the offi ce to 
fi nd that some items were not 
where I thought they were and 
an illness kept one friend with 
other supplies at home. 

So Cristina Liantonio 
solved one problem and got a 
scraper from her house and 
was on the sticker and poster 
team. Paul Lombardi and I 
had paint duty and we painted 
the mailboxes and other areas 

that needed painting. 
Coach Angelica Rey went 

to the dollar store and pick up 
some extra brooms and dust 
pans for her girls in the P.S. 
89 Cheer Squad and they had 
litter duty with Veronica Cas-
tro. 

We met at 930 Allerton Ave-
nue and Marie DiNardo of Tax 
Time Associates had a full 
spread of cupcakes and other 
snacks waiting. 

When the group made it to 
Bronxwood Avenue, Chandni 
Chowk was so impressed and 
grateful they went to their 
fridge and brought out drinks 
for all the volunteers. 

We laughed and interacted 
with neighbors as we went on 
and we worked until 3 p.m. 
That’s when we called it a day 
and treated everyone to pizza 
at Roma Pizza. 

Only negative issues to ad-
dress is that we notice there 
were a couple of areas blast-
ing loud music. I generally 
don’t mind loud music during 
the day. But this was not fam-
ily appropriate so actions will 
be taken to address these mat-
ters. If your neighbor decides 
to blast music that you don’t 
want you children to hear, you 

can let us know. It’s not appro-
priate for our shops on Aller-
ton to have microphones or 
loud speakers outside of their 
store to draw business and we 
do address these issues. 

Also someone dumped 
boxes of avocados on the cor-
ner of Cruger Avenue. We will 
look to see if anyone has a com-
post pile so they can pick it up 
and feed their compost with 
it. There are about 20 boxes 
around the trash bin and it’s 
better to put it to good use. 

We want to thank and 
honor those who made the ul-
timate sacrifi ce this Memorial 
Day.  And to the families who 
lost a loved one in any war or 
confl ict, our hearts are with 
you for your loss and sacrifi ce 
as well. They are truly our he-

roes. 
I will be in Washington, 

DC for the GI Film Festival 
this Memorial Week. If you 
are in the area this weekend 
before Memorial Day check it 
out. The fi lms are incredible 
and it’s important to see real 
stories of what military life 
is like and the human beings 
who serve our country. 

Memorial Day is on Mon-
day the 29th of May and at 11 
a.m. Peace Memorial Plaza 
will have a ceremony honor-
ing this day. Peace Memorial 
Plaza is located on Williams-
bridge Road and Pelham Park-
way North near St. Catharine 
Academy. 

And afterwards join the 
parade and ceremony on City 
Island at 2 p.m. I recommend 

coming early and do not at-
tempt to enter City Island from 
1 to 3 p.m. on this day. Come 
early, have something to eat, 
and join us in remembering 
those we lost. 

Domino Tournament is 
still Monday, June 12, 6 to 9 
p.m. at 2525 Boston Road, at 
Gasolina Lounge

Allerton International 
Food Festival is Saturday, 
June 24 on Allerton Avenue, 
stage located on Barnes Av-
enue.

Join the conversation and 
join our Facebook page Aller-
ton International Merchants. 
And don’t hesitate to send us 
an email AllertonMerchants@
gmail.com. 

Your community is your 
business.

BY MICHAEL P. MCNERNEY
As the weather warms, and 

we continue to plan strategies 
for community beautifi cation, 
we must request the coopera-
tion of all residents and neigh-
bors in order to maintain the 
aesthetic appeal of our quant 
neighborhood. It is that time 
of year when schools, houses 
of worship, sports programs, 
camping programs, and resi-
dents, have begun advertising 
feasts, festivals, car washes, 
bake sales, plant sales, tree 
giveaways, yard sales, garage 
sales, etc.

These of course are all 
good things. They add to the 
fabric of our community. 
They ensure that our local 
businesses and organizations 
can fl ourish fi nancially. They 

make it possible for residents 
to sell items out of their home 
that they no longer desire, 
and for children to learn how 
to earn a quick buck while 
selling lemonade from their 
parents driveway, or by mow-
ing their neighbors lawn. 

What is not good for the 
community though, is the gar-
bage left behind by this form of 
advertising. We therefore po-
litely request that any organi-
zation or individual who posts 
such fl yers, cardboard signs, 
or sheets of oak tag, please 
maintain a log of where they 
were posted, and ensure that 
they are properly removed af-
ter your event. If you desire 
the support of our community, 
and the civic association that 
represents it, we must insist 

that you heed this request.
We understand that there 

are also situations where pub-
lic notice must go out without 
a specifi c date in mind. An 
example of this would be an 
advertisement to help fi nd a 
lost pet. In such a scenario, 
we request that the adver-
tiser purchase and utilize 
more biodegradable and eco 
friendly paper. Such forms of 
paper are readily available at 
either your local offi ce supply 
store, or can be purchased on-

line and can be sent directly 
to your home or business. Ex-
amples of this are sheets of 
paper made from sugar cane, 
rather than standard wood 
pulp. Claims exist that state 
the deterioration of such pa-
per is up to eight times faster 
than standard paper. If this 
is true, and such paper was 
to be utilized, you would be 
able to share your message 
with our community, while 
also assisting in the overall 
maintenance, preservation, 
and cleanliness of its streets, 
sidewalks, and utility poles. 
We thank you for your atten-
tion to this matter. 

The next general meet-
ing of our association will 
be on Wednesday, June 28, at 
7:30 p.m. This will be our last 

meeting before our summer 
recess. Guest speakers will be 
announced in future articles. 

There will also be repre-
sentatives present from our 
local elected offi cials offi ces, 
and we will have a full agenda 
to discuss with our member-
ship. The meeting will be held 
at the Villa Maria Academy 
Cafeteria, which is located at 
3335 Country Club Road. 

The association can be 
reached via mail at P.O. Box 
211, Bronx, NY 10465, and 
via telephone at (718) 823-
1814. Follow and like us on 
Facebook at www.facebook.
com /cou nt r yclubcivic as -
soc. Please remember, “Take 
pride in your community; 
your home extends beyond 
your property line!”

S SSHOP OUR CLASSIFIED 
PAGES EVERY WEEK AND 

SAVE MONEY
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BRIDAL FASHION
BRIDAL CENTER
7233 Amboy Road, Staten Island, (718) 227-8647
www.alwaysabridesmaidboutique.com

BRIDAL STYLES BOUTIQUE
905 Ave. U, Brooklyn, (718) 339–3222
www.bridalstylesboutique.com

MONEY SAVER SHOES INC.
Specializing Wide Widths, Dyeable & Evening Shoes
2098 Flatbush Ave., Brooklyn, (718) 258-0171

ULTIMATE FASHIONS
4255 Amboy Rd, SI, NY 10308  (718) 605-3274
316 Woodbridge Center Drive, Woodbridge, NJ 07095
(732) 750-1174, ultfash@optonline.net  
Staten Island Mall
Lower Level, Macy’s Wing Staten Island New York 10314 
(718) 370-2984, www.ultfash.com

TUXEDOS
TUXEDO WORLD OF STATEN ISLAND
2791 Richmond Ave #6, SI, NY 10314
(718) 698-4859, www.tuxedoworldsi.com

CATERING & VENUES
ADRIA HOTEL & CONFERENCE CENTER
221-17 Northern Boulevard, Bayside, NY 11361
(718) 631-5900, www.adriahotelny.com

ATLAS STEAKHOUSE
943 Coney Island Avenue, off  18th Ave., Brooklyn, NY
(646) 494-7227, www.AtlasSteak.com

BAY RIDGE MANOR
476 76th St., Brooklyn, (718) 748-8855
www.bayridgemanor.com

BAYSIDE HISTORICAL SOCIETY
208 Totten Ave - Fort Totten, Bayside, NY 11359, 
(718) 352-1548, www.baysidehistorical.org/rentals.html

BUCKLEY’S
2926 Ave. S, Brooklyn
(718) 998-4222, www.buckleyscaterers.com

DYKER BEACH GOLF COURSE
86th Street and 7th Avenue, Brooklyn, NY 11228
(718) 836–9722 x 1 or privateeventdirector@
dykerbeachgc
www.dykerbeachgc.com

EDIBLE ARRANGEMENTS
133-22 Springfi eld Blvd. (718) 528-3344
158-18 Cross Bay Blvd. (718) 848-3344
1357 Fulton St. (718) 622-3344
1557 Ralph Ave. (718) 451-3344
www.ediblearrangements.com/stores/StoreLocator.aspx

GLEN TERRACE
5313 Ave. N, Brooklyn (718) 252-4614

GRAND OAKS COUNTRY CLUB
200 Huguenot Ave., Staten Island
(718) 356–2771, www.grandoaksnyc.com

GRAND PROSPECT HALL
263 Prospect Ave., Brooklyn (718) 788-0777
www.grandprospecthall.com

GREENHOUSE CAFE
7717 Third Ave., Brooklyn (718) 833-8200
www.greenhousecafe.com

IL FORNETTO
2902 Emmons Ave. in Brooklyn, (718) 332-8494
www.ilFornettoRestaurant.com

KENNEDY’S BREEZY POINT
406 Bayside, Rockaway Point, NY 11697
(718) 945-0202, www.kennedysbreezypoint.com

MARBELLA RESTAURANT
220-33 Northern Blvd., Bayside, NY 11361
(718) 423-0100, www.marbella-restaurant.com

NICK’S LOBSTER HOUSE
2777 Flatbush Ave, Brooklyn, NY 11234, (718) 253-7117

PARADISE CATERING HALL
51 Avenue U, Brooklyn, NY 11223
(718) 372-4352, www.theparadisecateringhall.com

THE PEARL ROOM
8518 - 3rd Avenue, Brooklyn, NY 11209
(718) 833-6666, www.pearlroombklyn.com

PELHAM BAY & SPLIT ROCK GOLF COURSE
870 Shore Road, Bronx, NY 10464, (718) 885-1258 x224 or  
privateeventdirector@pelhamsplitrock
http://www.pelhamsplitrock.com

QUEENS BOTANICAL GARDEN
43-50 Main St, Flushing, NY 11355 (718) 886-3800 x201
www.queensbotanical.org/weddingsandevents

SCHNITZEL HAUS
7319 5th Avenue, Bay Ridge, NY 11029
(718) 836-5600, www.schnitzelhausny.com

SIRICO’S CATERERS
8015-23 13th Ave., Brooklyn, (718) 331-2900,
www.siricoscaterers.net

TERRACE ON THE PARK
52-11 111 Street, Flushing, NY 11368, (718) 592-5000,
www.terraceonthepark.com

THE VANDERBILT AT SOUTH BEACH
300 Father Capodanno Blvd., Staten Island
(718) 447-0800, www.vanderbiltsouthbeach.com

LODGING
ADRIA HOTEL AND CONFERENCE CENTER
221-17 Northern Boulevard, Bayside, NY 11361
www.adriahotelny.com, (800) 272-3742

ENTERTAINMENT
AMAZING BOTTLE DANCERS
(800) 716-0556, pasproductions@yahoo.com 
www.bottledancers.com

E-SQUARED PRODUCTIONS/
360 ENTERTAINMENT
4308 Richmond Ave. in Staten Island or 1665 Bath Ave. in 
Brooklyn, (718) 227–3235, www.e2dj.com

FAVORS & INVITATIONS
UNFORGETTABLE EVENTS
2049 Flatbush Ave in Brooklyn, (718) 377-4535,

FLORISTS
FLORAL FANTASY
3031 Quentin Rd. in Brooklyn, (718) 998-7060 or
(800) 566–8380, www.fl oralfantasyny.com

HENRY’S FLORIST
8103 Fifth Ave. in Brooklyn

(800) 543-6797 or (718) 238–3838, 
www.henrysfl oristweddingevents.com

MARINE FLORIST AND DECORATORS
1995 Flatbush Ave. in Brooklyn, 
(800) 447-6730 or (718) 338-3600, 
www.marinefl orists.com

JEWELRY
BENNY’S JEWELRY
89-02 165th Street, Suite B-1, Jamaica, NY 11432
(718) 526-4613, www.bennyny.com

BOBBY’S JEWELERS DIAMOND SPECIALIST
514 - 81 Street, Brooklyn, NY, 11209
(718) 745-1725

LIMOUSINE SERVICES
MILA LIMOUSINE CORPORATION
(718) 232-8973, www.milalimo.com

ROMANTIQUE/DOUBLE DIAMOND 
LIMOUSINES
1421-86 Street, Brooklyn (718) 351-7273
2041-Hylan Blvd., Staten island (718) 351-7273
www.rddlimos.com

SERGI’S PARTY LIMO
171-15A Northern Blvd, Queens, NY 11358
(718) 353-5466, (212) 682-4040, (516) 489-4040
Toll Free: (888) 546-6134, (888) limo-134
Fax: (718) 353-5499, info@sergislimo.com
www.sergislimo.com

VIP LIMOS SVC
(516) 488-LIMO(5466), www.viplimosvc.com

PHOTOGRAPHY & VIDEO
FANTASY PHOTOGRAPHY
3031 Quentin Rd., Brooklyn (718) 998-0949
www.fantasyphotographyandvideo.com

GLAMOUR ME PHOTO & VIDEO
104-12 111th St., South Richmond Hill, (888) 400-2738 or 
(718) 504–1970, www.glamourmestudio.com

ONE FINE DAY PHOTOGRAPHERS
459 Pacifi c St., Massapequa Park (516) 690–1320
www.onefi nedayphotographers.com

SALONS
AF BENNETT SALON
350 New Dorp Lane, Staten Island NY 10306
(718) 979-9000 www.afbennett.com

PILO ARTS SALON
8412 3 Ave, Brooklyn (718) 748–7411  www.piloarts.com

SERVICES
JOSEPH LICHTER, D.D.S.
1420 Ave. P in Brooklyn, (718) 339-7878,
www.josephlichterdds.com

OMNI DENTAL CARE
313 Kings Hwy. in Brooklyn, (718) 376-8656
www.omnidentalcare.com

THE VEIN CENTER OF THE VASCULAR 
INSTITUTE OF NY
Dr. Natalie Marks
960 - 50 Street, Brooklyn, NY 11219  (718) 438-0067
www.vascularnyc.com

TRAVEL
JO-LYN TRAVEL AGENCY
7505-15th Avenue, Brooklyn, NY 11219
(718) 232-3139, jolyntravel@aol.com

WEDDING EXPOS
BOSCO’S WEDDING EXPO
www.cl.boscoweddings.com

BRIDAL AFFAIR
(718) 317–9701, www.bridalaff air.com

GREAT BRIDAL EXTRAVAGANZA
North Babylon, NY 11703, 631-667-EXPO (3976)
www.greatbridalextravaganza.com

TO BE INCLUDED IN THIS DIRECTORY CALL (718) 260–2500
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BY MARK SAPLICKI 
AND VINCENT PREZIOSO
Honor Our Veterans 

Please join us as we honor 
all Veterans who died in ser-
vice to our country.  Mon-
day, May 29 at 11a.m. at Rudy 
Macina Peace Plaza (corner 
of Pelham Parkway, Wil-
liamsbridge Road and Espla-
nade).  The ceremony com-
mences precisely at 11 a.m., 
with placement of a wreath 
by the monument, the Sound 
of Taps, the Raising of the 
Colors by veterans’ organi-
zations and remarks from 
our elected dignitaries and 
veterans.  We need to share 
and inspire our children in 
the meaning and the cost of 
freedom.  Show others by our 
actions that we will not for-
get. 

This is the day we honor 
and remember the more than 
one million men and women 
who lost their lives defend-
ing America in wars from 
the Revolution to the global 
war on terrorism. God bless 
our veterans and God bless 
America!

The event is sponsored by: 
The Morris Park Community 
Association, American Le-
gion, Knights of Columbus, 
Morris Park Kiwanis.

An excerpt from the 1884 
Memorial Day speech by 
Justice Oliver Wendell Hol-
mes: “So to the indifferent 
inquirer who asks why Me-
morial Day is still kept up 
we may answer, it celebrates 
and solemnly reaffi rms from 
year to year a national act of 
enthusiasm and faith. It em-
bodies in the most impres-
sive form our belief that to 
act with enthusiasm and 
faith is the condition of act-
ing greatly. To fi ght out a 
war, you must believe some-
thing and want something 
with all your might. So must 
you do to carry anything else 
to an end worth reaching. 
More than that, you must 
be willing to commit your-
self to a course, perhaps a 
long and hard one, without 
being able to foresee exactly 
where you will come out. All 
that is required of you is that 
you should go some whither 
as hard as ever you can. The 
rest belongs to fate. One may 
fall - at the beginning of the 
charge or at the top of the 
earthworks; but in no other 
way can he reach the re-
wards of victory.”

Got Books?

The Pelham Parkway-Van 
Nest Library at 2147 Barnes 
Avenue is planning to have 
a book sale this July, and 
are looking for donations for 
the sale.  We are collecting 
books in good condition and 
of current interest for adults, 
teens, and children in Eng-
lish, Spanish, Russian, Alba-
nian, Arabic, Urdu, etc. 

Please post, distribute, 
and promote the attached 
flyer as you please. The 
sale will be dedicated to the 
memory of Jeffrey Panish, 
who helped us offer several 
successful book sales in the 
past, and contributed to so 
many of your organizations 
and to the life of the Pelham 
Parkway community in gen-
eral.  

Thank you to Assembly-
man Mark Gjonaj for his 
support in making this event 
possible. For more informa-
tion: (718) 829-5864 or david-
nochimson@nypl.org.
Hurricane Preparedness

The New York City Emer-
gency Management Depart-
ment today announced new 
safety initiatives to increase 
public awareness ahead of 
the 2017 Atlantic hurricane 
season. The department un-
veiled new coastal storm 
evacuation route signs in 
Howard Beach, Queens, to in-
crease year-round awareness 
of hurricane risks and direct 
residents living within hur-
ricane evacuation zones to 
higher ground. NYC Emer-
gency Management also an-
nounced the launch of new 
‘Know Your Zone’ ads, which 
feature personal prepared-
ness tips from CERT volun-
teers who live in hurricane 
evacuations zones.

“The new initiatives en-
courage New Yorkers to make 
a plan ahead of a storm,” 
said NYC Emergency Man-
agement commissioner Jo-
seph Esposito. “The coastal 
evacuation route signs give 
New Yorkers clear direction 
toward safety if they are or-
dered to evacuate during a 
coastal storm.”

During the 2016 Atlantic 
hurricane season, the NYC 
Emergency Management De-
partment introduced new 
coastal evacuation route 
signs as part of a pilot pro-
gram in Staten Island. This 
year, the department has 
expanded the initiative to 
hurricane evacuation zones 

throughout Queens, Brook-
lyn, and the Bronx. 

The new coastal storm 
evacuation signs replace 
older signs that directed 
drivers to specific evacua-
tion centers along a desig-
nated route. The new signs 
accommodate for New York 
City’s unique, dense, coastal 
street grid and encourage 
use of many streets rather 
than specific routes. The 
increased number of signs 
within evacuation zones 
throughout the city pro-
vides more year-round pub-
lic awareness of storm haz-
ards in at-risk areas, along 
with clearer direction to-
ward higher ground outside 
of evacuation zones in the 
event of a storm. NYC Emer-
gency Management worked 
collaboratively with the NYC 
Department of Transporta-
tion and New York City Po-
lice Department to develop 
the new evacuation signage.

A 2017 Preparedness sur-
vey conducted by Global 
Strategy Group indicates that 
while 67 percent of New York 
City residents say they feel 
very or somewhat informed 
about what to do in the event 
of an emergency, one in four 
(25 percent) remain unsure 
about whether they live in a 
hurricane evacuation zone. 
In addition, the percentage 
of residents who say they live 
in an evacuation zone but 
cannot identify which zone 
they live in has increased by 
seven points since a similar 
preparedness survey con-
ducted in 2015 (2017: 57 per-
cent don’t know, 2015: 50 per-
cent didn’t know). 

To raise awareness be-
fore the upcoming hurricane 
season, NYC Emergency 
Management launched a 
new phase of the Know Your 
Zone hurricane awareness 
campaign to encourage New 
Yorkers to fi nd out whether 
they live in one of the City’s 
six hurricane evacuation 
zones. This year, the new 
creative ads feature per-
sonal preparedness tips from 
CERT volunteers who live in 
zones 1 through 3.

NYC Emergency Manage-
ment will place the ads on 
bus shelters, Link NYC ki-
osks, and in print newspa-
pers. New Yorkers can visit 
NYC.gov/knowyourzone to 
fi nd their evacuation zone 
designation and to get more 
information about how to 
prepare for hurricanes. The 
Know Your Zone campaign is 
also supported with updated 
advertising for the 2017 hur-
ricane season through social 
media engagement (#know-
yourzone), and community 
outreach (postcards and 
hurricane preparedness pre-
sentations in communities 
throughout the city).  The 
new Know Your Zone cam-
paign ads were designed by 
C&G Partners. Know Your 
Zone also has a dedicated 
web portal - NYC.gov/know-
yourzone - with information 
about the city’s hurricane 
evacuation zones, hurricane 
hazards, and tips to prepare 
for storms.

Through the Know Your 
Zone campaign, NYC Emer-
gency Management aims 
to reach the roughly three 
million New Yorkers living 
within the city’s hurricane 
evacuation zones, which 
were revised in 2013. Hur-
ricane evacuation zones are 
based on coastal fl ood risk 
resulting from storm surge 
(the ‘dome’ of ocean water 
that is pushed ashore by the 
winds and low barometric 
pressure of a hurricane), the 
geography of the city’s low-
lying neighborhoods, and 
the accessibility of these 
neighborhoods by bridges 
and roads. The city may or-
der residents who live in a 
zone to evacuate depending 
on a hurricane’s forecasted 
strength, track, and storm 
surge. If you are ordered to 
evacuate, do so as directed.
Gjonaj English Tea Party

Gjonaj invites you to the 
annual English Tea Party on 
Friday, May 26 at F&J Pine 
Restaurant, 1913 Bronxdale 
Avenue from 10 a.m. to noon. 
Must RSVP by May 24. For 
more information contact 
the offi ce of Assemblyman 
Gjonaj at (718) 409-0109 or 
Lilyanna Pekic at (718) 655-
5000.  Come dressed in your 
Sunday best.  Best Dressed 
contest, Best Hat contest, 
and other prizes.

From Speaker Carl 

Heastie

The Assembly Majority 

has long supported legisla-
tion to overhaul the state’s 
election process in order to 
increase voter participation 
and ensure greater access to 
the polls.

Earlier this year, the As-
sembly proposed a measure 
in our state budget plan to 
establish a period of early 
voting beginning eight days 
before a special, primary, 
or general election. We rec-
ognize that our democracy 
thrives when as many citi-
zens as possible participate 
in the electoral process. Un-
fortunately, our plan did not 
make it into the 2017-18 state 
budget.

However, legislation has 
once again been introduced, 
which I have supported in 
the past, to provide voters 
with more options, such as 
early voting, and reduce the 
likelihood of long lines at 
polling locations. The mea-
sures:

• provide for early voting, 
permitting voters to vote in 
person eight days prior to 
election day, including dur-
ing evening and weekend 
hours. The bill would re-
quire early voting poll sites 
in every county with the 
number of sites per county 
tailored to the voting popula-
tion (A.2064);

• permit voters to vote by 
mail without being required 
to meet the narrow crite-
ria that applies to voters re-
questing absentee ballots. 
The bill would fi rst need to 
be passed as an amendment 
to the state constitution; 
such amendments must be 
approved by two consecutive 
legislatures, as well as by 
voters in a statewide referen-
dum (A.7363); and

• modernize voter regis-
tration by allowing qualifi ed 
New Yorkers to register to 
vote or update their registra-
tion from any computer, tab-
let, or other portable device 
(A.5382).

As always, public par-
ticipation remains vitally 
important to the Assembly. 
Your input is a valuable re-
source that helps me to bet-
ter serve our state.

This Memorial Day, say a 
prayer for all who sacrifi ced 
their lives for your freedom.  
Freedom is not free.  God 
bless you and your families, 
God bless all those who pro-
tect this country and God 
bless America!

FOR ADVERTISING RATES AND
INFORMATION CALL (718) 260-4593
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(back, l-r) Gregory McField, event organizer Romeo Davis, Bishop Rich-
ardson, (front, l-r) Elizabeth Anderson and Ashley Diaz enjoyed learning 
more about the game of chess. Photo by Silvio Pacifi co

The Bronx Young Kings and Queens Chess Club’s Romeo Davis hosted a 
chess tournament on Thursday, May 18 at New World High School. Stu-
dents learned the intricacies of the game and how to positively apply 
strategic thinking in their lives and educational pursues.

CHESS TOURNEY AT NEW WORLD HS

His Eminence Timothy Cardinal Dolan celebrated Cardinal Hayes High 
School’s 75th anniversary with a Mass on Thursday, May 18.

CARDINAL DOLAN
CELEBRATES HAYES’ 75TH

His Eminence Timothy Cardinal Dolan greeted a student during the mile-
stone celebration. Photo by Silvio Pacifi co

A group of high schoolers from the Academy for Language and Technology took an exciting trip to Albany on 
Wednesday, May 17 inspired by a community civics class taught by Senator Gustavo Rivera earlier this year. 
Students spent one-on-one time with the senator who accompanied them on a tour of the State Capitol Build-
ing. The students were able to observe a legislature session of the NYS Senate. Throughout the trip which was 
planned in its entirety by these young Bronx residents, they learned about the importance of government and 
civic participation. 

SENATOR RIVERA, STUDENTS VISIT LEGISLATURE

Senator Rivera (back, c) and Academy of Language and Technology students inside the NYS Senate Chamber. 
 Photo courtesy of Senator Gustavo Rivera’s Offi ce

(l-r) Nunzio Del Greco, Bronx Chamber president; Stephen Stritch, Mercy Center executive director; Bob Gerard, 
Boston Market director of operations NY; Matthew Dean, Boston Market general manager and Ardie Shahgholi, 
Boston Market area manager. Photo by Aracelis Batista

Local elected offi cials and Bronx charity partner Mercy Center celebrated Boston Market’s grand opening on 
Friday, May 19 at the Crossings at Southern on 925 Hunts Point Avenue. In honor of the occasion, Boston Market 
presented Mercy Center with a $2,000 donation during the ceremony.

BOSTON MARKET OPENS AT CROSSINGS AT SOUTHERN

(l-r) Cuz Richard Murphy; Jennifer 
Austin, fi rst recipient of 12th Coun-
cil District Charlie Murphy Strength 
and Courage Award; Councilman 
King and Charlie Murphy, Jr. 
 Photo courtesy of Councilman Andy 
King’s Offi ce

Councilman Andy King joined New 
Yorkers in honoring the memory 
of late comedian and actor Charlie 
Murphy on Friday, May 20 on the 
steps of City Hall.

KING HONORS COMEDIAN CHARLIE MURPHY
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Many Bronxites lent their full support to Klein and the Independent Democratic Conference. Photo courtesy of Senator Jeff Klein’s Offi ce

Hundreds of constituents rallied in support of Senator Jeff Klein and Independent Democratic Conference outside of his district offi ce on Friday, May 19. Community leaders from every 
corner of Klein’s 34th Senatorial district showed up to praise the senator’s continued success both within the district and in the state. The supporters displayed handmade signs thank-
ing Klein for his tireless efforts to improve their communities and New Yorkers’ lives across the state. Klein’s supporters drove away a group of 30 people who demonstrated against the 
senator but were mostly from out-of-district. 

BRONXITES SHOW SUPPORT FOR SENATOR JEFF KLEIN AND IDC

(l-r) Fred Agir, Victoria Sanchez, Ashley Wallen, Anastasia Dosunmu, Kevon Jerome Leary        
and John Meadow. Photo courtesy of Madison Square Boys and Girls Club

Guest speaker Borough President Ruben Diaz, Jr. (l) met with Anastasia Dosunmu, Ashley 
Wallen, Victoria Sanchez and Kevon Jerome Leary. 
 Photo courtesy of Madison Square Boys and Girls Club

The Madison Square Boys and Girls Club hosted its fi fth annual Youth of the Year Dinner on Wednesday, April 26 at Pier 60 in Manhattan. Over 500 guests celebrated the success of four 
Madison Clubhouse youth Anastasia Dosunmu, Ashley Wallen, Victoria Sanchez and Kevon Jerome Leary who have demonstrated a consistent dedication to their education and community.

MADISON SQUARE BOYS AND GIRLS CLUB’S ANNUAL YOUTH OF THE YEAR DINNER

Members of NYISE’s girls track and fi eld team proud-
ly displayed their medals and a trophy earned at the 
2017 Eastern Athletic Association for the Blind. 
 Photo by Kevin Figueroa

More than 100 blind and visually impaired athletes 
from seven schools for the blind as far as Virginia 
and Massachusetts, tested their prowess in running, 
throwing and jumping events in the 2017 Eastern 
Athletic Association for the Blind Track and Field 
Tournament on Saturday, May 13 at New York Insti-
tute for Special Education.

NYISE HOSTS
2017 EAAB TRACK & FIELD 
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Retired U.S. Marine Corp. petty offi cer Jim Cava gave a stirring patriotic 
presentation of American music to Bronx Center for Rehabilitation and 
Healthcare on Monday, May 15. 

MARINE VETERAN PERFORMS
AT BRONX CENTER

Retired U.S. Marine Corp. petty offi cer Cava (l) thanked veteran Frank 
Maya for his service to our country. Photo by Ray Maldonado

Girls participating in Wendy’s Health and Wellness Program packed bags 
of food to give local families in need. 
 Photo courtesy of 5W Public Relations

Media mogul and talk show host Wendy Williams paid it forward to lo-
cal families through the Hunter Foundation, an organization created by 
Williams and her husband to support programs and community-based 
organizations serving adults, children and families.

WENDY WILLIAMS’ FOUNDATION 
PAYS IT FORWARD TO RESIDENTS

(l-r) Victor Hernandez, fi rst prince 
is Marcos Colon, coordinators Ed-
die Claudio, king Edwin Feliciano, 
second prince River Colon, Steven 
Escobar Fiqueroa, Jose Martinez 
and Michael Pastrana.

Edwin Feliciano was crowned this 
year’s king of the Bronx Puerto 
Rican Day Parade’s Men’s Pageant.
 Photo by Miriam Quin

The Bronx Puerto Rican Day Pa-
rade, Inc. hosted its Bronx Puerto 
Rican Day Parade Men’s Pageant 
on Sunday, May 14 at the Asmara 
Ballroom. The judges crowned Ed-
win Feliciano as their king, Marcos 
Colon as fi rst prince and River Co-
lon as second prince.

PUERTO RICAN DAY PARADE MEN’S PAGEANT

Seventeen SUNY Maritime College students received their commissions into the U.S. Navy. 
 Photo courtesy of SUNY Maritime College

The afternoon before they received their SUNY Maritime degrees, 17 students received their commissions into the 
U.S. Navy. Of the 17, two were commissioned as surface warfare offi cers and upon graduation will report to U.S.S. 
Shiloh deployed and homeported in Yokosuka, Japan and U.S.S. Somerset homeported in San Diego, CA. Four were 
commissioned as submarine warfare offi cers and will report to Nuclear Power School in Charleston, SC.

17 SUNY MARITIME STUDENTS COMMISSIONED
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St. Raymond Elementary School celebrated the May Crowning on Tuesday, 
May 16 in the plaza outside of St. Raymond Church. St. Raymond students 
who have made their First Communion on Saturday, May 6 crowned the 
statue of Mary, the Blessed Mother of Jesus.

ST. RAYMOND CELEBRATES
MAY CROWNING

The students and faculty of St. Raymond Elementary School assembled 
outside St. Raymond Church for the May Crowning. Photo by Silvio Pacifi co

Laura Rodriguez crowned the statue of The Blessed Mother. 
 Photo by Silvio Pacifi co

Members of the Soundview Community Drug Free Coalition and NYPD enjoyed a productive May meeting. Photo by Silvio Pacifi co

The Soundview Community Drug Free Coalition hosted a highly informative meeting on Tuesday, May 16 at Leake and Watts on 575 Soundview Avenue.This month’s meeting featured 
presentations by captain Julie Morrill, Police Service Area 8 commanding offi cer, on the status of drugs at Soundview and NYC Department of Health and Mental Hygiene’s Aviva Grasso 
on opioid use in the Bronx and DOHMH’s response. 

SOUNDVIEW COMMUNITY DRUG FREE MEETS
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(l-r) Naisha Delgado, Robert J. McGuire Scholarship winner from PAL’s Bronx Webster-Gian-
none Center; Madonna Donaldson, PAL Youth Employment staff member and Alysha Ander-
son, Robert J. McGuire Scholarship winner from PAL’s Webster-Giannone Center. 
 Photo by Melanie Einzig

(l-r) PAL Board member Tony Danza; PAL supporter Fred Wilpon; Frederick Watts, PAL execu-
tive director and Robert McGuire, PAL vice chairman. 
 Photo by Melanie Einzig

Police Athletic League children, families, friends and supporters celebrated this year’s recipients of the Robert J. McGuire Scholarships on Wednesday, May 3 at the PAL Ptl. William A. 
Duncan Center in Manhattan. The 11th annual awards ceremony highlighted the young scholars’ goals, achievements, hopes and dreams and applauded the efforts of these outstanding 
boys and girls. The funds provide the winners with a monetary gift from PAL to help cover expenses from their freshman year of college.

PAL HONORS ROBERT J. MCGUIRE SCHOLARSHIP WINNERS

P.S. 36 students and staff made Earth Day a little ‘greener’ by donating a Japanese Maple 
Tree for Bronx Field Support Center’s garden. Photo by Steven Wallace

P.S. 36 students from class 2-211 and their teacher, Mrs. Gallo celebrated Earth Day on Friday, 
April 28 by walking to the Bronx Field Support Center to recite the poem, ‘Trees’ by Harry 
Behn. The students were welcomed by the Bronx Field Support Center and its superinten-
dent Dr. Karen Ames of School District 8

P.S. 36 CELEBRATES EARTH DAY

Principal Josephine Fanelli (2nd row, l) with the cast and 
crew of ‘High School Musical.’ Photo by Silvio Pacifi co

St. Theresa Elementary School’s Drama Club performed the 
play ‘High School Musical,’ a musical based on the Disney 
Channel Original Movie, on Friday, May 12 and Saturday, May 

ST. THERESA PERFORMS 
‘HIGH SCHOOL MUSICAL’

Students gave a dream-like musical performance. Photo by Stephanie Berger

Students from P.S. 304, P.S. 69 and Bronx Charter School in the Arts who participated in 
the School Choruses program of the Young People’s Chorus of NYC, gave a crowd-pleasing 
musical performance on Monday, May 15 at the legendary Apollo Theater.

BX. STUDENTS PERFORM AT THE APOLLO
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P.S. 32 students, nursing home residents and NYBG volunteers celebrated spring by tending to St. Barnabas Hospital’s garden. Photo by Walter Pofeldt

A multi-generational group of planters consisting of P.S. 32 students, nursing home residents and New York Botanical Garden volunteers grabbed shovels in support of St. Barnabas 
Hospital’s annual garden planting day on Tuesday, May 16 at the hospital’s Sycamore Grove. Every year, the community comes together to support the hospital’s volunteer planting staff 
comprised of administrators, physicians, nurses and others in beautifying the 10-arce oasis nestled in the middle of the south/central Bronx.

ST. BARNABAS HOSPITAL’S HOLDS ANNUAL GARDENING DAY

Soundview residents Camilla (l) and Sofi a Severino enjoyed a whimsical train ride. 
 Photo by Laura Stone

(l-r) Joey Faix, Robby Lennon, Cole Wieler and TNLL player Frankie Lubelli earned some gold 
fi sh and a larger-than-life Squirtle plushie at the carnival games. Photo by Laura Stone

Throgs Neck Little League put the ‘amusement’ in amusement park when the league hosted its annual Kiddie Karnival from Thursday, May 18 to Sunday, May 21 at 150 Throgs Neck Boulevard.

THROGS NECK LITTLE LEAGUE KIDDIE KARNIVAL RETURNS

Councilman King (back, 3rd from r) celebrated with UniverSoul 
Circus performers. Photo courtesy of Councilman Andy King’s Offi ce

It was like magic as performers from the UniverSoul Circus gave 
a sneak peek of their show for Cornerstone Academy for Social 
Action Middle School on Tuesday, May 16. Councilman Andy King, 
Mount Vernon Mayor Richard Thomas and Bronx District Leader 
Kevin Riley attended the big top performance at Hutchinson 
Field in Mount Vernon. Performances included the Caribbean 
Dynasty, the Bone Breakers and Fresh Clown. Students took part 
in the festivities by performing the latest dance moves in some 
of the acts. UniverSoul Circus is at Hutchinson Field now until 
Monday, May 29.

UNIVERSOUL CIRCUS 
PERFORMS FOR BX. STUDENTS
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GEORGE’S RESTAURANT
Corner of Westchester Avenue & Crosby Avenue

SERVING THE FINEST FOOD FOR OVER 48 YEARS
NOW SERVING WHOLE WHEAT PASTA

WE NOW DELIVER TO PELHAM BAY,
THROGS NECK & COUNTRY CLUB!

$10 Minimum For Delivery - Delivery Hours 11am-9pm

LET US CATER YOUR NEXT EVENT - CURBSIDE PICK-UP!

SAUTE´ AND
PASTA DISHES

COME AND ENJOY OUR 
NEW SAUTE MENU!

SERVED
MONDAY - SATURDAY

FROM 4PM-9PM

EARLY BIRD

DINNER
SPECIALS

$9.95

SUNDAY - THURSDAY
3pm - 6pm

YOUR NEXT DELIVERY OF 

$20 OR MORE

$300
OFF

GEORGE’S SPECIAL

Must Mention Coupon Offer While Ordering 
To Receive Discount And Present Upon Food 
Receipt. Not To Be Combined With Any Other 
Offer. Exp. 06/30/2017

• Do You Remember - Vanilla Fudge..........................67

• Bingo At KofC; Bronx Arts Ensemble Concert.......69

• Wave Hill/NYBG Programs..........................................69

• BCA/Longowood Arts Project Exhibit.......................69

Willie Rosario & Orchestra
with Tony Vega at Lehman
Lehman Center for the 

Performing Arts will present 
Salsero Maestro Willie Ro-
sario and his Orchestra in a 
special reunion concert with 
guest artist Tony Vega, on 
Saturday, May 27, at 8 p.m. 

Exemplary band leader 
and composer, Willie Rosa-
rio, Afi nque Timbalero, re-
turns to Lehman center for a 
historic Salsa concert not to 
be missed! 

The concert is produced 
by Lehman Center and Jose 
Raposo.

Lehman Center for the 
Performing Arts is on the 

campus of Lehman College/
CUNY at 250 Bedford Park 
Boulevard West. 

Tickets for Willie Rosario 
on Saturday, May 27, at 8 p.m. 
are $100*VIP, $65, $55, $50, 
and can be purchased by call-
ing the Lehman Center for 
the Performing Arts box of-
fi ce at (718) 960-8833 (Monday 
through Friday, 10 a.m. to 5 
p.m., and beginning at noon 
on the day of the concert), 
or through online access at 
www.LehmanCenter.org. 

*Havana Café and Lehman 
Center special VIP pre-con-
cert wine & hors d’oeuvres 

reception starting at 6:30pm. 
VIP tickets include the recep-
tion and the best seats in the 
house. 

At the reception meet 
other patrons and the staff of 
Lehman Center. 

Sponsored by Havana 
Café Restaurant and Havana 
Club Puerto Rican Rum. 

Lehman Center is acces-
sible by #4 or D train to Bed-
ford Park Boulevard and is 
off the Saw Mill River Park-
way and the Major Deegan 
Expressway. 

Low-cost on-site parking 
is available for $5. WILLIE ROSARIO

POT of GOLD
Sherbee Antiques is a family-owned business that has been 

serving the tri-state area for over 60 years. 
We buy from the full contents of homes and estates 

to single items. We specialize in high-end goods such as 
antiques, art, fi ne porcelain, lighting, bronzes and sculptures. 

We have particular interest in fi ne jewelry, timepieces, 
diamonds, gold and silver. 

If you call we will come to you, free of charge, and evaluate 
what you are selling. We know the value of your possessions 
and are willing to pay top dollar on the spot. Please feel free 
to call seven days a week for a free same day consultation.

You may be sitting on a large fortune. 
Call Sherbee Antiques. They’ll tell you how much.

CALL TODAY 917-748-7622 OR 718-762-7448 
You’ll be glad you did.

Sherbee  Antiques
Est. 1940
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Family Owned & Operated for over 60 years

Vanilla Fudge lead singer came from the Bronx

Vincent James Martemucci, lead singer of Vanilla Fudge

I was recently reminded 
that most of my columns are 
oriented toward senior citi-
zens.  

Perhaps that’s because I 
hear from them most often.  

Someone suggested that 
I write about happenings in 
the 1960s and specifi cally 
mentioned the rock group Va-
nilla Fudge.  

Since the lead singer of 
that group is a notable Bronx-
ite, I could think of no rea-
son not to comply with such a 
simple request. 

Should I mention the name 
Vincent James Martemucci, 
it would mean very little to 
most readers.  If, however, I 
shortened that to Vince Mar-
tell, those from the rock ‘n 
roll era would immediately 
think of the rock legend who 
toured with Jimi Hendrix, 
the  Doors, and other popu-
lar singers of that era. Mar-
tell was the lead guitarist 
and a vocalist with a couple 
of groups.

Vincent James Mar-
temucci was born here in the 
Bronx on November 11, 1945 
at 2537 Valentine Avenue just 
south of Poe Park and en-
listed in the U.S. Navy while 

still in his teens.  
When his family moved to 

Florida in 1963, he began tak-
ing his guitar playing to an-
other level and joined a rock 
group called Ricky T and the 
Satans.  

They played at the vari-
ous clubs throughout the 
Keys.

Then in 1966 he formed a 
group with Tim Bogert, Mark 
Stein and Joe Brennan called 
“The Pigeons.”  

Brennan was later re-
placed by Carmine Appice 
and the combo proved rather 
successful.  They were offered 
a record deal and changed 
their name to Vanilla Fudge.  

That group broke up in 
1970 and Martell continued 
performing on his own.  Va-
nilla Fudge re-united in 1984 
to record their sixth album, 
“Mystery.” 

It was produced on the 
ATCO label and featured a hit 
by the Supremes, “My World 

is Empty Without You”
Martell recorded his fi rst 

solo CD in 2000 on Spectra 
Records.  It was titled End-
less High” which included 
songs such as “All Your 
Lovin’, “Bang, Bang” (My 
Baby Shot me Down), “Piece 
of My Heart.”  

His second solo CD was 
simply titled Vince Martell.  

The following year, 2002, 
he released his third solo CD 
which was a tribute to his 
friend Jimi Hendrix.

The band re-formed in 
2005 with the original mem-
bers Tim Bogert, Carmine 
Appice, Mark Stein and Mar-
tell for a tour with Steppen-
wolf and The Doors.  

The following year they 
recorded a 12-track tribute 
to Led Zeppelin titled “Out 
Through the Door” which 
was released in 2007.  

It included the songs “Babe 
I’m Gonna Leave You” and 
“All My Love” among others. 

He has since appeared at 
Radio City Music Hall and 
numerous other venues and 

has now signed with Collect-
ables Records.  And the beat 
goes on...

REPRINTED FROM 8/16/2012
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Spencer Estate Civic Association 
announces that Senator Jeff Klein will 
be sponsoring a free bingo for prizes 
at the Knights of Columbus Hall 3243  
Ampere Avenue on Tuesday, May 30, 
at 7 p.m., All are invited.

* * *

The New York Botanical Garden, 
Bronx River Parkway (Exit 7W) at 
Fordham Road; Bronx, New York will 
offer the following programs: 

Rose Garden Weekend, Saturday, 
June 3 and Sunday, June 4: Celebrate 
the peak of color in the Peggy Rock-
efeller Rose Garden with live music, 
plant care demonstrations, tours with 
expert rosarians, and refreshments.

 Live Music, Saturday, June 3 and 
Sunday, June 4; 11 a.m., noon, 1, 2, and 3 
p.m.: Throughout the day, live acoustic 
performances featuring the harp and 
cello create the perfect atmosphere for 
relaxing in the Rose Garden.

Q&A Sessions with Rose Garden-
ers, Saturday, June 3 amd Sunday, 
June 4; 1 to 4 p.m.: NYBG’s Rose Gar-
den staff will answer your questions 
on cultivars to try in your garden, the 
history of the Peggy Rockefeller Rose 
Garden, and point out the highlights 
in the peak of the season.

Rose Care Demonstration: Life is 
Rosy, Saturday, June 3 and Sunday, 
June 4; 2:30 p.m.: Join one of NYBG’s 
gardeners as they cover standard rose 
care practice, from fertilizing to prun-
ing.

CHIHULY, through October 29: 
Artworks by world-renowned artist 
Dale Chihuly will be on view at NYBG 
in his fi rst major garden exhibition in 
New York in more than ten years. CHI-
HULY, presented by Bank of America, 
will showcase approximately 20 in-
stallations and include drawings and 
early works that reveal the evolution 
and development of Chihuly’s artis-
tic process during his celebrated ca-
reer. Set within NYBG’s landmark 
landscape and buildings, this sensory-
fi lled exhibition is a must-see through-
out the changing seasons from spring 
through fall.

 The garden’s dramatic vistas be-
come living canvases for work created 
specifi cally for NYBG, showcasing 
Chihuly’s signature organic shapes 
in brilliant colors. Among the singu-
lar sights, a new monumental work 
inspired by his storied 1975 Artpark 
installation will enliven the water 
features of the Native Plant Garden 
and the Enid A. Haupt Conservatory 
Courtyard’s Tropical Pool, refl ecting 
the interplay and movement of color 
and light.

 CHIHULY Nights, Saturday, June 
3; 6:30 to 10:30 p.m.: On CHIHULY 
Nights, the exhibition is spectacularly 
illuminated amid NYBG’s sweeping 
vistas and magnifi cent Conservatory. 
After sunset, visitors can experience 
the luminous quality of Dale Chihu-
ly’s colors and forms when lit under 

the evening sky. In the Visitor Center 
plaza, a rotating lineup of performing 
artists and musicians provides enter-
tainment while you relax and enjoy 
shopping, food, and Avión Tequila 
cocktails available for purchase.

 Film Screenings: Chihuly Short 
Cuts, Saturday, June 3 and Sunday, 
June 4; 10 a.m. to 5 p.m.: Short fi lms 
offer an intimate look at Dale Chihu-
ly’s creative process, revisiting earlier 
themes and exploring new ideas that 
inspire the continued evolution of his 
work.

What in the World is a Herbarium? 
through October 29: With more than 
7.8 million preserved specimens, the 
William and Lynda Steere Herbarium 
is the largest herbarium in the West-
ern Hemisphere. This exhibition cel-
ebrates the Steere Herbarium as the 
centerpiece of the Garden’s botanical 
research program, and a priceless re-
source for scholars from around the 
world. Through this exhibition, learn 
how Garden scientists are working 
to study and save the plants of the 
world.

Nature’s Sculptures, Saturday, 
June 3 and Sunday, June 4; 10 a.m. to 
5:30 p.m.: Using Chihuly’s glass sculp-
tures as a foundation, kids will explore 
the shapes and colors of plants in the 
Garden. They will fi nd inspiration in 
the vivid colors and patterns of nature 
throughout the Garden’s landscape, 
and craft a habitat to house their own 
air plant.

Dig! Plant! Grow! Salad Days, Sat-
urday, June 3 and Sunday, June 4; 1:30 
to 5:30 p.m.: Explore the spring crops 
growing in the garden, mix and make 
your own salad take-home packet of 
salad dressing, and make a plant-parts 
salad art collage.

Rose Garden Tour, Saturday, June 
3 and Sunday, June 4; 11 a.m., noon, 1, 
2, and 3 p.m.: Grow your knowledge of 
roses with a Garden Guide at the col-
lection in the Rose Garden. Discover 
the best blooms to grow in your area, 
the varieties of color and fragrance, 
and the history of rose cultivation.

Bird Walk, Saturday, June 3; 11 a.m.: 
Collect data on resident bird popula-
tions and migratory species that help 
to assess the health of bird populations 
and to guide conservation action.

For more information, call (718) 817-
8700 or visit nybg.org.

* * *

The Bronx Arts Ensemble pres-
ents its annual free Memorial Day 
Weekend Concert at Van Cortlandt 
Park in the Bronx on Sunday, May 28 
at 2 p.m.  The program features favor-
ite tango songs and movie music.

Bronx Arts Ensemble guest pia-
nist/arranger Pablo Zinger has cre-
ated arrangements of fi lm scores from 
the Pink Panther, Amarcord, Modern 
Times and other classics composed by 
Henry Mancini, Nino Rota, Charlie 
Chaplin and other composers. Tango 

songs will include A media luz, Por 
una cabeza, Balada para un loco, Hay 
una niña en el alba, as well as the Ha-
banera from the opera Carmen by Bi-
zet.

Bronx Arts Ensemble musicians 
include Theresa Norris, fl ute; Mitchell 
Kriegler, clarinet; Jorge Avila, violin; 
Veronica Salas, viola; Eliana Mendoza, 
cello; and Troy Rinker, bass. Zinger 
will play piano and conduct the instru-
mentalists and singers Linda Collazo, 
Diana Lopez and Leonardo Granados.

The site of the concert will be 
slightly east of the Van Cortlandt 
House Museum, accessible via mass 
transit from Broadway & 242nd street.  
There is also limited car parking near 
the Van Cortlandt Park Golf House at 
Van Cortlandt Park South and Bailey 
Avenue.

The Memorial Day Concert is spon-
sored by Assemblyman Jeffrey Dinow-
itz through the NYS Offi ce of Parks, 
Recreation and Historic Preservation. 
Additionally, in part, by public funds 
from the NYC Department of Cultural 
Affairs in partnership with the City 
Council, NYC Councilmembers Fer-
nando Cabrera, Councilman Andrew 
Cohen, Vanessa L. Gibson, Rafael Sal-
amanca, Jr., Ritchie Torres, Council-
man James Vacca and NYS Council on 
the Arts.

The Bronx Arts Ensemble (www.
bronxartsensemble.org) has been 
bringing the arts to 50,000 people in 
neighborhoods across the Bronx since 
1972, with over 50 low-cost or free con-
certs annually, featuring works of di-
verse cultures, including classical, 
Latin, Afro-Cuban and world music. 
Bronx Arts Ensemble’s arts-in-educa-
tion programs have served over 100,000 
students since the 1980s through multi-
disciplinary teaching residencies dur-
ing school hours and after-school, and 
also summer activities, that culminate 
in original auditorium programs and 
in-school art exhibits.

* * *

Upcoming Wave Hill events in-
clude:

Saturday, June 3; Sunday, June 4: 
Family Art Project: Rainbow Passage: 
Explore the colors of the rainbow! 
Look at light refracted through water. 
Collect transparent materials and cre-
ate a spectrum to glue and frame into 
bright window hangings. Or add your 
piece to a stained glass–like temporary 
group installation vivifying the glass 
doors of the Sally and Gilbert Kerlin 
Learning Center.

Saturday, June 3; Sunday, June 4: 
Garden Highlights Walk: Join in for 
an hour-long tour of seasonal garden 
highlights. Free, and admission to the 
grounds is free until noon.

Saturday, June 3: Family Garden 
Walk: Visit favorite, family-friendly lo-
cations in the gardens on a walk with 
a Wave Hill Garden Guide. Free, and 
admission to the grounds is free until 

noon.
Saturday, June 3: Gallery Tour: 

Wave Hill’s Curatorial Fellow leads 
a tour of current exhibitions in Glyn-
dor Gallery. The group show, Outcasts: 
Women in the Wilderness, explores 
how women have been treated and por-
trayed as outcasts in history, myth and 
biblical legend. In the Sunroom Project 
Space, Sonya Blesofsky’s sculptural 
installation is inspired by the history 
of Glyndor House, while Sindy Butz’s 
life-sized replica of a fi replace in one 
of Wave Hill’s buildings includes en-
larged photographs and videos of her 
performing with Wave Hill fi replaces. 
Free with admission to the grounds.

Sunday, June 4: Yoga in the Gar-
den: Enjoy a morning yoga class on 
the lawn. Participants should bring 
a mat, dress appropriately and expect 
to be outside, unless precipitation or 
excessive humidity occurs. Classes 
are offered in partnership with Yoga 
Haven. All levels welcome. Contin-
ues Sundays through June and July 9. 
$25/$15 Wave Hill Member. Pre-regis-
tration recommended, online at wave-
hill.org or onsite at the Perkins Visi-
tor Center.

Sunday, June 4: Meet the Art-
ists: Sonya Blesofsky and Sindy Butz: 
Join in at this artist talk in the Sun-
room Project Space. Sonya Blesofsky’s 
sculptural installation is inspired by 
the history of Glyndor House, home 
of Glyndor Gallery. Sindy Butz’s life-
sized replica of a fi replace in one of 
Wave Hill’s buildings includes en-
larged photographs and videos of Butz 
performing with Wave Hill fi replaces. 
Free with admission to the grounds.

Wave Hill is located at 675 West 
252nd Street. For more information 
call (718) 549-3200 ext. 232.

* * *

Bronx Council on the 

Arts|Longwood Arts Project will 
hold an opening reception for Sov-
ereign: Recent Works by Wanda 
Raimundi-Ortiz on Wednesday, June 
7, 5 to 9 p.m. at Longwood Art Gallery 
@ Hostos, 450 Grand Concourse, Room 
C-190. This solo exhibition will feature 
drawings, photographs, and objects 
created for her Reinas/Queens perfor-
mance series, in which fi ve allegorical 
self-portraits depict royal archetypes 
deeply rooted in personal anxiety, 
trauma, and fear.  

Featured queens/reinas include 
PorcelaReina, GuerrilleReina, Bar-
gain Basement Sovereign, Gringa-
Reina and the most recent, Pietá. They 
are symbolic reminders of female em-
powerment, dignity, and resilience. 
The regalia is constructed from un-
usual materials that explore the na-
ture of each queen and allow viewers 
to connect to the works.

Light snacks and refreshments will 
be served.

Exhibition on view through  Au-
gust 2.

Free Bingo at KofC; NYBG/Wave Hill programs; Bronx 
Arts Ensemble concert; BCA/Longwood Arts Project exhibit 
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TOP DRIVER DISTRACTIONS
ADVERTORIAL

Using mobile phones
Leading the list of the 

top distractions behind the 
wheel are mobile phones. 
Phones now do more than 
just place calls, and driv-
ers often cannot pull away 
from their phones, even 
when driving. According to 
the California Department 
of Motor Vehicles, studies 
have shown that driving 
performance is lowered 
and the level of distraction 
is higher for drivers who 
are heavily engaged in cell 

phone conversations. The 
use of a hands-free device 
does not lower distraction 
levels. The percentage of 
vehicle crashes and near-
crashes attributed to di-
aling is nearly identical 
to the number associated 
with talking or listening. 

Daydreaming
Many people will admit 

to daydreaming behind 
the wheel or looking at a 
person or object outside of 
the car  for too long. Per-

haps they’re checking out 
a house in a new neighbor-
hood or thought they saw 
someone they knew on the 
street corner. It can be easy 
to veer into the direction 
your eyes are focused, caus-
ing an accident. In addition 
to trying to stay focused on 
the road, some drivers pre-
fer the help of lane depar-
ture warning systems.

Eating
Those who haven’t quite 

mastered walking and 

chewing gum at the same 
time may want to avoid 
eating while driving. The 
majority of foods require a 
person’s hands to be taken 
off of the wheel and their 
eyes to be diverted from the 
road. Reaching in the back 
seat to share some French 
fries with the kids is also 
distracting. 

Try to eat meals before 
getting in the car. For 
those who must snack 
while en route, take a 
moment to pull over at 

a rest area and spend 10
minutes snacking there 
before resuming the
trip.

Reading
Glancing at an adver-

tisement, updating a Fa-
cebook status or reading
a book are all activities 
that should be avoided 
when driving. Even pour-
ing over a traffic map or 
consulting the digital 
display of a GPS system 
can be distracting.
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“I want to thank my coaches that got me to this point. I 
would also like to thank all the coaches that recruited 
me and got me to this point, all the schools that 
recruited me and helped me become a better person.”
SIDNEY WILSON . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 78

BY ROBERT COLE
The yearlong wait came to 

an end as Truman defeated 
Wingate 44-10 to capture the 
2017 Girl’s Wrestling Cham-
pionship under the bright 
lights of Times Square, at the 
Beat The Street NYC bene-
fi t on May 17. It is the team’s 
fi rst championship in wres-
tling, bringing a successful 
completion to the high-school 
careers of Pearl Fletcher, the 
team’s initial member, and 
her senior teammates.

“It feels really good,” said 
Fletcher. “We won both titles, 
(team championship and team 
cup) that we felt we deserved 
last year because we worked 
hard, so we pushed harder 
this year and we made it.”

Truman lost the 2016 
Championship to Brooklyn 
Tech 30-22, and, this sea-

son, the Mustangs made it 
their goal to return to Times 
Square and bring the cham-
pionship back to the Bronx. 
Adding quality freshman 
like Chloe Cabrera, who won 
a city title in her fi rst year on 
the mat, the Mustangs were 
ready for the challenge, com-
pleting the season undefeated 
9-0, with tournament wins 
at Welcome Wolverine and 
Gotham City.

“The girls put in the work. 
They were really relaxed this 
year, I was a wreck,” said Tru-
man coach Theodore Cook. “I 
knew that if we wrestled like 
we were capable of wrestling 
and the match up were right 
we were not going to fall short 
this year.”

Cook made changes to his 
wrestling lineup this season 
that paid off immediately. 

He moved Pearl Fletcher, the 
112-pound city champion last 
season, up to wrestle at 117 
pounds. She clinched her ti-
tle in the fi rst period, pinning 
her opponent with ease, and 
setting the tone for Truman 
in Times Square. 

Fletcher’s teammates once 
again followed the leadership 
of their captain as the team 
won nine of the 11 individual 
matches for the champion-
ship.

Fletcher, Natasha Padilla, 
Chloe Cabrera, Colette Hamil-
ton, Dasia Smith-Jordon, and 
Cheyanne Vilamil, all won 
with pins. Lucia Perez won 
on a technical fall, Nia Cros-
dale and Lucia Camacho won 
by forfeit. Patrica Booth and 
Khadeja Ayers lost by falls, 
despite their strong efforts.

Truman boasted seven se-

niors on this year’s roster, 
more than half of its wres-
tlers, and the Mustangs com-
peted like they knew this was 
their fi nal opportunity to 
win the championship. Sim-
ply put, they would not be de-
nied.

As soon as the Mustangs 
clinched the title, the team 
did its best to focus on the 
moment. There was no talk 
of the future, at least not yet, 
simply appreciating every-
thing Truman had accom-
plished this season. 

“That’s not something 
that I really want to think 
about now, because it’s going 
to make me cry,” Cook said. 
“I have seven girls that will 
be graduating this year. Al-
though we have a good crop 
of girls waiting in the wing, 
it is going to be hard to see 

them leave on June 28 as 
they walk across the stage 
because that is the end of 
their wrestling career.“

Only time will tell how 
the younger wrestlers will 
handle the torch passed 
on by the Truman seniors. 
Freshman Chloe Cabrera 
and sophomore Chyanne 
Vilamil provide a strong 
foundation to build the team 
from. Cabrera, who along 
with Fletcher will travel to 
Fargo, North Dakota to rep-
resent BTS Team New York, 
at Nationals, is already plan-
ning for the next step for-
ward. 

“This summer I will keep 
practicing and working on 
my strength, because I need 
to get stronger,” Cabrera 
said. “Hopefully, we can do 
this again.”

The Truman wrestling team poses with its championship banner after winning the 2017 PSAL Girl’s Wrestling Championship in Time Square on Wednesday, May 17. 
 Photo by Robert Cole

MISSION ACCOMPLISHED FORMISSION ACCOMPLISHED FOR
CHAMPION MUSTANGSCHAMPION MUSTANGS
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BY LAURA AMATO
Sidney Wilson felt like he’d, fi nally, 

come home. 
The former St. Raymond’s star has 

faced an up and down year, transfer-
ring to Brewster Academy in New 
Hampshire and weighing a handful of 
options before, eventually, landing at 
St. John’s. Wilson verbally committed 
to the Red Storm in a press conference 
at Milbank Center in Harlem on Sat-
urday night, opting to keep his talents 
close to home.

“I want to thank my coaches that 
got me to this point,” Wilson said dur-
ing the press conference. “I’d also like 
to thank all the coaches that recruited 
me and got me to this point, all the 
schools that recruited me and helped 
me become a better person. Today I’m 
announcing that I’ll be attending St. 
John’s University.”

Wilson, a consensus four-star 
player who also had offers from UConn 
and Texas, initially planned to play a 
prep season and declare as a member 
of the 2018 class, but recently changed 
his decision. And, suddenly, the re-
cruiting offers came pouring in.

St. John’s stayed in the mix through-
out the year and Red Storm assistant 
coach Matt Abdelmassih made the trip 
to see him play at Brewster several 
times during the winter. 

He was impressed by what he saw 
and, more importantly, Wilson was 
considering staying home. He took his 
offi cial visit to St. John’s earlier this 
month and the weekend spent on cam-
pus proved to be the game-changer. 

Wilson was home. 
At his press conference, Wilson 

made sure to thank the people who 
helped get him to this point – coaches, 
friends, family – all of whom came out 

to hear his decision. There was, how-
ever, one person noticeably absent. 
Wilson’s mother, Paulette, passed 
away from a heart attack in March of 
2015, but he knew she’d be proud of his 
decision. 

“I’d to thank everybody that’s sit-
ting right here next to me,” Wilson 
said. “I want to thank everybody that’s 
here. There’s an empty chair here and 
that’s for my mom.”

Wilson will join other local players 
Shamorie Ponds and Bashir Ahmed 
at St. John’s next year and will, likely, 
see his fair share of time on the court 
as well. 

At 6-foot-7, with a 7-foot wingspan, 
Wilson boasts a hybrid game that can 
score from just about anywhere on the 
court. His strength under the hoop 
will prove key for the Red Storm, who 
struggled to fi nd consistency on the 
block last season and were, regularly, 
out-rebounded against Big East com-
petition. 

Wilson averaged 17.2 points and 
5.3 rebounds at Brewster last season, 
shooting 60 percent from the fi eld, and 
leading the team to a NEPSAC Class 
AAA championship and National Prep 
Championship.

“We got better today & that is all 
that matters,” Abdelmassih tweeted 
on Saturday. 

It’s another step forward for a St. 
John’s program looking to return to 
national dominance as it gets ready 
for the third season under Chris Mul-
lin. The former Red Storm star made 
a promise when he took over the team 
and, so far, he’s keeping it – drawing 
local talent and, most importantly, re-
minding them why there’s no better 
place for basketball than New York 
City.

Hometown hype: St. John’s 
lands former St. Raymond’s star

Former St. Raymond’s star Sidney Wilson opted to stay close to home, committing to St. 
John’s during a press conference on May 20. Photo by Gina Palermo

On Thursday, May 11, 2017, St. Cath-
arine Academy honored its student 
athletes at the 32nd Annual Athlet-
ics Awards Dinner held at Maestro’s.  
Administrators, faculty, parents, and 
friends gathered to acknowledge the 
accomplishments of these fi ne ath-
letes.

The Coaches Award was presented 
to:  Samantha Juncaj, Varsity Vol-
leyball; Leeana Mullamphy, JV Vol-
leyball; Brittany Calderon, Varsity 
Cheerleading; Arealla Santa, Varsity 
Basketball; Wenyfel Brito Pimentel, 
Varsity Softball.

The Most Improved Player Trophies 
were presented to:  Crystal Aponte and 
Viktoria Gjini, Varsity Volleyball; 
Emra Redzematovic, JV Volleyball; 
Sara Beth Vasquez, Varsity Cheerlead-
ing; Victoria Vieni, JV Cheerleading; 
Victoria Valeriano, Varsity Basket-

ball; Celene Vaughn, Varsity Softball.
The Most Valuable Player Tro-

phies were presented to:  Narda Uljic, 
Varsity Volleyball; Theresa Medina 
Rios, JV Volleyball; Annette Hernan-
dez, Varsity Cheerleading; Macken-
zie Brickley, JV Cheerleading; Ailish 
Gooney and Donjeta Prevulkaj, Var-
sity Basketball; Shaniah Alago, Var-
sity Softball.

Outstanding Senior Athlete Awards 
were presented to one senior in each 
sport. The Senior Athlete Awards 
were presented to:  Luisa Uljic for Var-
sity Volleyball and Varsity Basketball, 
Danielle Lorenz for Varsity Cheerlead-
ing, and Kimberlee Acosta for Varsity 
Softball.

The entire St. Catharine Academy 
community congratulates our athletes 
and coaches on their dedication and 
achievements.

St. Catharine Academy 
Honors Student Athletes

Michael Zerbo, Senior infi elder from Stepinac HS commits to Lehman College Base-
ball for the 2018 season.

Zerbo Commits To Lehman College

Outstanding Senior Athletes and Coaches:  (l to r) Coach Mike Rosario, Luisa Uljic, Coach 
Tracy Keelin, Coach Carlos Iglesias, Kimberlee Acosta, Coach Diamond Villegas, Danielle 
Lorenz, Coaches Nicole Sallustio and Christine Roth.
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out to the MTA for traffi c enforcement 
at the bridge. 

The MTA will be meeting with the 
Throggs Neck Homeowner Associa-
tion, he said, but he said he wanted 
them to meet with the CB 10 as well.

“I foresee traffi c will be a problem 
for some time, and we’re going to see 
if we can address that before the sum-
mer before the warm weather comes 
because that will be a nightmare,” he 
said. 

Assemblyman Michael Benedetto 
said he was not opposed to the concept 
of cashless tolling, but said he was 
extremely annoyed by the state-run 
MTA’s decision to install the new fea-
ture on both local bridges at the same 
time, in addition to the RFK Bridge. 

Benedetto said he believes the proj-
ect was being rushed to make the gov-
ernor look good, at its residents’ ex-
pense.

“What they are doing is ill-con-
ceived and rushed, and I am outraged 
at what it’s doing to travellers and com-
muters and our neighborhoods,” he 
said.  “It leaves no place for people to go 
to avoid traffi c, and it is taking people 
hours to get to their destination.”

Benedetto said the lane closures and 
traffi c pattern changes have caused 
major traffi c on the Hutchinson River 
Parkway, Bruckner Boulevard, Cross 
Bronx Expressway and I-95, as well as 
on roads in Queens.  

He also criticized the decision to 

MTA causes bridge chaos; ‘Bridgegate’ snarls traffi c, chokes nabes
From page 1

Traffi c was backed up on  I-295 approaching the Throgs Neck Bridge from Queens Wednes-
day afternoon. Work by the MTA to install cashless toll lanes is the cause of recent bridge 
congestion, allege local elected offi cials. Arthur Cusano

open the Harding Avenue bridge en-
trance last weekend trapping resi-
dents in Locust Point, Silver Beach 
and Edgewater in their homes.

“That was an absolute disaster, and 
somebody has to be held accountable 
for it,” he said.  

Benedetto said the MTA incredu-
lously blamed the traffi c backups on 
the warm weather and the low fuel 
prices when he fi rst alerted them to 
the problem

Assemblyman Mark Gjonaj also 
called for all closed plaza lanes and 

tollbooths to be reopened, and warned 
the closures were a safety concern. 

Ambulances and police cars expe-
rienced problems accessing Locust 
Point and Edgewater Park over the 
past week, he added.

“This is an unacceptable danger to 
New Yorkers in need of emergency ser-
vices,” Gjonaj stated. “It is absolutely 
imperative that the MTA re-open all 
toll lanes and work with the NYC po-
lice and fi re departments, as well as 
the NYC Department of Transporta-
tion, to create a plan that will reroute 

excess traffi c and allow the safe pas-
sage of emergency vehicles during the 
construction process.”

Throggs Neck Homeowners Associ-
ation President Lynn Gerbino said the 
45th Precinct informed her on Wednes-
day, May 24 that the Harding Avenue 
bridge entrance would be closed on 
weekends from now on, which she as-
sumed also applied Memorial Day. 

Gerbino said the MTA had already 
been scheduled to meet with the asso-
ciation at its Tuesday, May 30 meeting 
at 7:30  p.m. at Villa Barone to discuss 
the new cashless tolling, but that in 
the wake of last week’s issues traffi c 
congestion would also be discussed.

MTA spokesperson Christopher 
McKniff said the work would pay off 
once completed and the cashless toll-
ing lanes should be installed in the 
fall. 

The system allows the state to 
charge motorists without E-ZPass 
through the mail instead of at a toll-
booth. 

“These are all bridges where there 
is no cashless tolling,” McKniff stated. 
“These locations will benefi t greatly 
from upcoming cashless tolling be-
cause customers won’t have to slow or 
stop at toll booths. This is exactly one 
of the reasons why Governor Cuomo 
accelerated the conversation to cash-
less tolling.”

The project and the mile-long traf-
fi c congestion will most likely con-
tinue to inconvenience motorists at 
least through September.

Einstein complaints bubble over; dismantles community advisory bd.
From page 1

Local leaders are urging Montefi ore managaement to meet with them to address ongoing 
concerns at the Einstein Campus hospital. Arthur Cusano

the hospital and found similar con-
cerns that he said were unacceptable 
at a private hospital.

“We found people in the emergency 
room in the hallways with sheets 
barely covering them, with sick peo-
ple walking past them,” Signorile said. 
“We went up to the (patient) fl oors and 
people were stored in the hallways. 
One person was there three days in the 
emergency room.”

D’Angelo said nearby Jacobi Med-
ical Center, a public hospital, was 
cleaner and provided better care, 
which he said was shameful.

Board member Edwin Diaz told 
Salazar the management had to under-
stand that the problems had become 
very public, and said the board was 
prepared to reach out to elected offi -
cials who oversee public funding to get 
changes made.

“I’m very sorry you guys feel this 
way,” Salazar told board members. 
“We’ll defi nitely follow up with the ap-
propriate people and follow up with 
the board.”

Assemblyman Mark Gjonaj was 
also in attendance and said he would 
continue to keep on the hospital about 
the issues mentioned.

“This has been an ongoing dilemma 

with no resololution. It’s been on the 
radar and constantly being brought 
up,” Gjonaj said.

However, Gjonaj acknowledged that 
the problems at Einstein were also found 
at other New York hospitals, and were 
partly due to reimbursement rates from 
Medicare, Medicaid and the unknown 
fate of federal healthcare services under 
the new Trump administration. 

Assemblyman Michael Benedetto 
said while the hospital had made some 
improvements in recent years, he 
too had become frustrated with com-
plaints from constituents about crowd-
ing in the emergency room.

He said while the hospital had spent 
millions on purchasing new facilities 
and advertising, not enough had been 
spent on educating the public about 
other clinics and other facilities the 
public can use instead of clogging the 
Einstein emergency room.

“Outside of visiting community 
groups and printing up some pam-
phlets, that’s all they’ve done,” Bene-
detto said. “We’ve asked them to put 
some commercials on TV, but they 
said they didn’t have the fi nances. So 
I’m outraged when I see all their com-
mercials on TV touting what great ser-
vice they provide.” 

  A related problem, explained board 

member Sal Conforto, is that the Com-
munity Advisory Council for the hos-
pital has been disbanded. 

Conforto sat on that board with 
D’Angelo, Anthony Vitaliano and sev-
eral other CB 11 members.

That board’s chairman, Judge 
Douglas McKeon, said the hospital 
simply stopped scheduling CAB meet-
ings.

Vitaliano said the advisory board 
hadn’t met in over a year. He said he 
was never told the board was offi cially 
disbanded.

“They arbitrarily disbanded it with-
out telling anyone,” Vitaliano said. “If 
they didn’t tell the chair of the board, 

who would they have told?”
Montefi ore issued a statement con-

fi rming the shuttering of the advisory 
board, but said they would continue to 
meet with the community about the is-
sues such as those raised at the meet-
ing.

“The advisory board began to wind 
down its work a couple of years ago,” 
the statement read. “We are now in the 
process of identifying new ways to en-
gage the community. In the meantime, 
our offi ce of Community Relations has 
taken over the main role of fi elding all 
input, feedback and concerns from our 
neighbors. The staff is available and 
accessible at all times.”
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BLOCK PARTY
BLOCK PARTY
MEMORIAL WEEKEND SPECIAL, $500 Off Any New or Pre-owned Car

MAY 27TH 

Offers exclude tax, tags and MV fees. Advertised offers are valid on in-stock inventory and may not be available at the time of selection. Vehicles are available 
on a first come first serve basis. ^Based on Mazda data for 2014-2016 New Car sales. Offers expire 5/31/17.

149 EAST MAIN STREET, NEW ROCHELLE, NY 10801 • 914-595-1472
SALES HOURS: MON-THURS 9AM-9PM, FRI-SAT 9AM-6PM, SUNDAY 12PM-5PM   SERVICE HOURS: MON-FRI 8AM-6PM, SAT 8AM-4PM, SUNDAY CLOSED

MazdaofNewRochelle.com

Volume Mazda Dealer in the Bronx and Westchester^
3 YEARS IN A ROW!

Just a Sample of Our Value-packed Quality Pre-owned Vehicles

2013 Hyundai 
Santa Fe GLS

$18,495
Stk# MU2975A , 6 cyl, auto, 

44,354 mi

2015 Chevrolet
Cruze 2LT

$10,695
Stk# MU2796A, 4 cyl, auto, 

41,182 mi

2013 Buick
Encore

$16,495
Stk# MU2889, 4 cyl, auto, 

27,017 mi

2014 Mercedes-Benz
C300 Luxury 4-Matic

$21,295
Stk# MU2929A, 4 cyl, auto, 

30,941 mi

2012 Honda
Pilot EX-L 4WD
$23,495
Stk# MU3026, V-6, auto, 

25,120 mi

2015 Chevrolet
Impala LT w/1LT
$15,595

Stk# MU2921A, 4 cyl, auto, 
38,556 mi

2013 BMW 
335i

$23,995
Stk# MU2973A, 6 cyl, auto, 

55,700 mi

2013 Toyota
Avalon

$17,395
Stk# MU2901A, V-6, auto, 

26,975 mi

2016 Subaru
Legacy 2.5i

$18,395
Stk# MU2803A, 4 cyl, auto, 

11,181 mi

2014 Ford
Edge Limited

$18,495
Stk# MU2877A, V6, auto, 

27,017 mi

2015 Toyota 
Highlander XLE V6 
$30,795
Stk# MU3031, V6, auto, 

28,002 mi

2014 Nissan 
Maxima 3.5

$17,595
Stk# MU3048A, V-6 cyl, auto, 

34,173 mi

2017 Mazda
Mazda6 
Sport

0%

$169
      APR
      Financing 
for up to 63 Months†

LEASE FOR 

OR

†/MO.
for
36 mos

 #M17-1106, 4DR, 4 cyl., auto, MSRP: $23,830. †$2995 down pymt+ $0 1st mo. pymt+$0 sec dep = $2995 due at 

signing + tax, tags & mv fees. $595 bank fee included in lease. Ttl pymts/residual: $6,084/$12,629.90. Includes 

10K mi/year w/15¢/mile thereafter. Lease and finance offers †available with approved credit (Tier 1 FICO score of 

740+) through Mazda Capital. Offers exclude tax, tags and MV fees.

FINANCE WITH

$2995 due at signing plus 
tax, tags and mv fees

2017 Mazda 
CX-5  
Sport AWD $199

      APR
      Financing 
for up to 63 Months†

LEASE FOR 

OR

†/MO.
for
36 mos

Stk #M17-1359, 4DR, 4 cyl., auto, MSRP: $26,285. †$2995 down pymt+ $0 1st mo. pymt+$0 sec dep = $2995 

due at signing + tax, tags & mv fees. $595 bank fee included in lease. Ttl pymts/residual: $7,164/$16,559.55. 

Includes 10K mi/year w/15¢/mile thereafter. Lease and finance offers †available with approved credit (Tier 1 FICO 

score of 740+) through Mazda Capital. Offers exclude tax, tags and MV fees.

FINANCE WITH

$2995 due at signing plus 
tax, tags and mv fees

1.9%g
†

os

e at

Sport AWWDDDDDDDDDDDDDDDDDDDDD

Stk #M#M1717-13513599 4DR4DR 44 cycyll autto MSMSRPRP: $2$26 26 85 †$2995 down pymt+ $0 1st mo

FIN

$299
tax

FOOD, FUN, GREAT MEMORIAL WEEKEND DEALS

11AM - 4PM!




