
BY PATRICK ROCCHIO
A group home has been pro-

posed for a long-vacant house on a 
very narrow one-way street.

Unique People Services sent 
notices to elected offi cials and 
Community Board 10 this week 
announcing its intention to open 
a group home for six developmen-
tally disabled young women at 
2717 Gifford Avenue, near Bruck-
ner Boulevard. 

Martin Prince, CB 10 chair-
man, said that the board is now in 

the process of scheduling a hear-
ing within 40 days and notifying 
the community, per all applicable 
rules. 

The Woodlawn-based organi-
zation’s executive director, Yvette 
Andre, said that the two-family 
house would include bedrooms 
for each of the young women, all 
of whom have been going to school 
out-of-state but are coming back 
home after reaching adulthood. 

“This is a home for individu-

BY ARTHUR CUSANO
Community Board 8 has a new 

district manager with a familiar 
face.

Michael Heller, 61, assumed con-
trol of the board Monday, May 15 af-
ter the board voted to instate him at 
its April meeting. 

A former CB 8 board member 
and lifelong Riverdale resident, 
Heller is no stranger to the inner 
workings of the northwest  Bronx. 

Early in his career he served as 
a community liaison for the NYC 
Transit Authority in several bor-
oughs, and later held community 
affairs management positions at 
Jacobi Medical Center, Albert Ein-
stein College of Medicine and later 
Montefi ore when they acquired the 
college. 

His most recent employment 
was as a community liaison for 
prominent transportation engi-
neering fi rm Sam  Schwartz.

“Over the years, I’ve worked 
very closely with district manag-
ers and community boards in areas 
all over the city,” he said. “The way 
our city government is set up, the 
community boards are a critical 
link between the needs of local resi-
dents and local organizations and 
the agencies that provide services.”

CB 8 is unique among Bronx re-
gions in that it includes both ethni-
cally diverse neighborhoods like 
Kingsbridge and Marble Hill as 
well as the affl uent sections of Riv-
erdale and Fieldston. 

The board’s boundaries also in-
clude the massive Van Cortlandt 
Park, as well as two private col-
leges, Manhattan College and Col-
lege of Mount St. Vincent.

That diversity, Heller said, pres-
ents different challenges for the 
board in working towards their 
residents’ best interests.  

As up-and-coming Kingsbridge 
sees new commercial shopping cen-
ters and residential development 
along the Broadway corridor, the 

BY ARTHUR CUSANO
If you’re looking for a lucky 

place to buy a lottery ticket, a 
street lined with four-leaf clovers 
seems like as good a choice as 
any.

The Bronx’ famed Irish neigh-
borhood was certainly lucky for 
56-year-old Bronx native Michael 
Moriarty, who purchased a lot-
tery ticket in Woodlawn Gift Shop 
on Katonah Avenue on Wednes-
day, April 12 that netted him a $7 
million prize.

Moriarty, who said he has 

worked as a bartender for years 
across the New York City area for 
the past 40 years, will take home 
$4.3 million after taxes by taking 
the lump sum prize up front.  

He was joined by the long-time 
face of the New York State Lottery, 
Yolanda Vega, at the convenience 
store on Tuesday, May 22 where 
he shared with the media his fate-
ful decision to play the state lot-
tery game ‘Cash Blowout.’ 

Moriarty was dropping off his 
laundry at the laundromat next 
door when he bought the ticket. 
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Woodlawn man wins NYS 
Lottery scratch-off

Mommy & Me Fashion Show

BARTENDER RUBS
$7 MILLION PRIZE

Heller takes 
the reins as 
CB 8 DM

Bronx Fashion Week’s very own Caridad ‘La Bruja’ De La Luz hosted the 
Mommy & Me Fashion Show on Saturday, May 13 at the Mall at Bay Plaza. 
Celebrating the signifi cant role motherhood signifi ed in everyday life, 
the fashion showcase displayed some of the most beautiful and power-
ful women in every Bronx-based industry. PEEKAPOSE Productions model 
Dira Ve (r) with her fashionista niece, Ariela. See more photos in next 
week’s edition.                               Photo by Miriam Quin

Gifford Avenue group 
home proposed
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Our Lawyers Will Come To You!
Home, Office or Hospital Visits Available At No Charge

ATTORNEY                                                                                                                                                                                          SE HABLA ESPAÑOL

ACCIDENT VICTIMS

T:718-996-5600

T:646-459-7548
*Past Results Do Not Guarantee Future Outcomes

BY STEVEN GOODSTEIN
A vacant attached row 

house in Hunts Point has ex-
perienced another fi re.

At about 11:30 p.m. on 
Wednesday, May 10, the 
FDNY responded to a blaze 
at 615 Faile Street, after re-
ceiving a call about a fi re on 
the roof of the two-story va-
cant building.

Two men in their 30s, be-
lieved to have been squatters 
at the derelict residence, lo-
cated on Faile Street near 
Randall Avenue, were killed 
in the blaze, while 12 others, 
including four fi refi ghters, 
were injured.

The blazing inferno was 
under control at 1:10 a.m., 
according to the FDNY, who 
believe that the two men, 
who were found unconscious 
inside the private dwelling 
home, may have died as a re-
sult of smoke inhalation.

Both men were taken 
to Lincoln Hospital, where 
they were pronounced dead. 
Names of the deceased vic-
tims were not released.

All fi refi ghters were 

treated for minor injuries.
NYC Department of 

Buildings then inspected 
the building, and issued 
an emergency declaration 
to seal the vacant building 
and to have a sidewalk shed 
erected on part of the prop-
erty.

DOB inspectors also de-
termined that the property 
was not in danger of collaps-
ing and that it did not pose 
an immediate danger to pub-
lic or neighboring proper-
ties.

According to city agency, 
the current property owners 
have not fi led any permit ap-
plications for the demolition 
of the building.

The Building Information 
System lists 16 complaints 
for the property since 2010. 
Out of those 16 complaints, 
all but one are in regards to 
sealing the property and il-
legal squatters.

The Red Cross provided 
emergency housing and fi -
nancial assistance to one 
family, consisting of one 
adult and two children, 

while the other two families 
declined assistance.

According to Red Cross 
spokesperson Michael De-
vulpillieres, the affected 
residents, who live next door 
at 617 Faile Street, met with 
the Red Cross at  the scene 
of the fi re and were provided 
a caseworker to help them 
navigate the next steps in se-
curing long-term housing.

The two-family brick 
home, which was built in 
1910, is believed to have been 
vacant since the late 2000s, 
with the exception of squat-
ters and trespassers.

The building seemed to 
fall into neglect after the 
property owner passed away 
in 2010.

In late March, FDNY 
responded to a fi re at the 
same location, believed to be 
started by squatters. 

After the building was 
sealed, squatters regained 
entry to the building through 
the rear yard entrance.

The cause of the last 
Wednesday’s blaze remains 
under investigation.

Fire at vacant HP home claims two lives

(Right) Police taped off the sidewalk in front of 615 Faile Street following last Wednesday’s fatal fi re.
 Photo by Edwin Soto
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 遵守適用的聯邦民權法律規定，不因種族、
膚色、民血統、年齡、殘障或性別而歧視任何人 。 

注意：如果您使用繁體中文，您可以免費獲得語言援助
服務。請致電  

We’re here for your call.
Toll Free 1.866.586.8044  |  TTY/TDD 1.800.662.1220  |  agewellnewyork.com

MEDICARE ADVANTAGE PLANS SPECIAL ELECTION SEMINARS 

For more information on dates and times at a diner in your community, please call: 

718-484-5000 (ext. 5251) or events@agewellnewyork.com

QUEENS
Georgia Diner - Elmhurst

Atlantic Diner - S. Richmond Hill

Bel Aire Diner - Astoria

Glendale Diner - Glendale

BROOKYLN
Denny’s Diner - Pennsylvania Avenue

Georges Diner - 5th Avenue

New Apolo  - Myrtle Avenue

BRONX
Corky’s - Grand Concourse

Crow Diner - E. 161st Street

Perista Coffee Shop & Restaurant - W. Kingsbridge Rd

MANHATTAN
Lenox Hill Grill - Lexington Avenue

Kitchen Sink - 2nd Avenue

Gracie Corner Diner - E. 86th Street
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board will have to make sure 
residents aren’t squeezed 
out, he said.

Up the hill in tony River-
dale, the challenge is keeping 
longtime small businesses in 
the area as real estate prices 
continue to rise. 

“We go through periods 
where there are empty store-
fronts where rents are too 
high to periods of stability 
with new stores and restau-
rants moving in. The board 
and elected offi cials try to 
make sure local merchants 
associations are strong, and 
that the neighborhood re-
mains attractive and afford-
able so you don’t have empty 
storefronts,” he said.    

Heller praised the board 
and its chairman, Dan Pad-
ernacht, for their proactive 
activity in tackling issues. 

“This board has always 
been there to engage with 
residents, community based 
organizations, elected offi -
cials and city and state agen-
cies,” Heller said. “We’re al-
ways at the plate swinging.”

Padernacht said the area 
faces a number of issues in 
the coming months, includ-
ing a proposed DOT project 
to make Broadway safer, a 
planned facelift for Van Cor-
tlandt Park and a plan by He-
brew Home in Riverdale to 
rezone and develop an empty 

waterfront parcel. 
However, he said the fi rst 

tasks for Heller will be get-
ting acclimated to the po-
sition and learning to effi -
ciently run the offi ce.

“Michael has a good 

amount of experience work-
ing in government in dif-
ferent positions, and we’re 
excited for him to take over 
and really run the offi ce and 
support our operations,” he 
said.

He said he had been play-
ing the scratch off every 
other day or so since Christ-
mas when he started giving 
the cards out as Christmas 
gifts.

“I just wanted to scratch 
one ticket because I was al-
ready running late with my 
daughter,” he said. “When I 
saw a bunch of zeros, I was 
hoping for $10,000, that’s all 
I wanted.”  

The 23-year-old cashier 
that sold Moriarty the life-
altering ticket, Mohamed 
Albasir, said he and Mori-
arty were both in disbelief 
when he fi rst scratched off 
the ticket on his now-lucky 
number, 33.

“He started scratching 
and when he saw the $7 mil-
lion he started to panic, he 
said, ‘come here and check 
this out and asked,“if this 
was really happening.’”

Albasir said. “I thought 
maybe he hit for a one or 
two thousand. When I saw 
it was $7 million, my legs 
were shaking.”

Moriarty told Vega he 
immediately signed the 
back of the ticket and picked 
up his daughter before driv-
ing over to nearby Empire 
City Casino in Yonkers to 
have the ticket verifi ed.

“She kept asking me is 
this for real, and I said I 
think so,” he said.

The veteran bartender 
plans to use the winnings 
to take care of his children, 
grandchildren and other 
family members, but fi rst 
plans to buy a new fi shing 
pole for himself.  

When asked if he would 
continue to play the lottery, 
he seemed doubtful. 

“Not really - the excite-
ment is gone,” he said, 
laughing.

Another thing Moriarty 
said he would not do was re-
tire, but admitted he would 
no longer be tending bar in 
the Woodlawn neighbor-
hood.  

“When you love what 
you do, you never really 
work, so now it will be more 
of a money-making hobby,” 

Moriarty said.
Moriarty attributed 

the luck of the Irish for 
the good fortune, and said 
maybe karma played a role 
as well. 

“Are there more deserv-
ing people? I can guarantee 
it,” he said. “But apparently 
not today.”
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Woodlawn bartender wins $7 
mil. NYS Lottery scratch-off

Bronx resident Michael Moriarty poses with an oversized $7 million 
check and NYS Lottery rep Yolanda Vega at the Woodlawn shop 
where he purchased his winning ticket. 
 Community News Group/Arthur Cusano

Former Bronx Community Board 8 member Michael Heller is the 
board’s new district manager. Photo courtesy of Michael Heller

Heller takes the reins as 
Community Board 8 DM
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SOLVE YOUR CHILD’S
READING PROBLEM
ACHIEVE

3 TO 6 YEARS OF
READING IMPROVEMENT

IN ONE YEAR!!!
“A Miracle In The Making!” - CBS TV

Dicker Reading Method
75 Brook Street, Scarsdale | 914.472.0600 | www.DickerReading.com

WATCH THIS VIDEO NOW:
www.nymetroparents.com/listing/Dicker-reading

CHILDREN AT OR
BELOW GRADE LEVEL

WILL BECOME THE
BEST READERS IN

THEIR CLASS
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BY ROBERT WIRSING
A local police sergeant’s novel reveals the 

challenges police offi cers face protecting and 
serving their communities.

As America was entrenched in a heated 
debate over police matters in the U.S., active 
Police Service Area 7 sergeant Jordan Cas-
tro patrolled by day and wrote by night.

Inspired by the writings of F. Scott 
Fitzgerald, Castro, a Riverdale native and 
son of Cuban immigrants, penned some-
thing much deeper than a typical police 
thriller.

In his debut novel, ‘Smoke and Mirrors: 
Police Dreams,’ the 37-year-old Manhattan 
College alum refl ects upon modern Ameri-
can society and the profession of policing 
during the ‘Police Era,’ one of the most tu-
multuous periods in recent history.

A term coined by Castro, the Police Era 
refers to the current public fascination of 
police matters in this social media driven 
world.

Writing from the frontlines, he framed 
the tale against the backdrop of the Black 
Lives Matter movement.

His intention for Smoke and Mirrors was 
not to portray all cops as heroes, but rather 
illustrate how the most well-intentioned, 
morally sound police offi cers can get in over 
their heads.

“Cops are human beings with fl aws,” ex-
pressed Castro. “Earning a badge and car-

rying a gun does not automatically remove 
us from the rest of the population. This is 
a universal American story about striving 
and how disparate worlds collide every day 
on the streets of NYC.”

His literary work follows hard charging 
rookie cop, Brandon Rose, investigating an 
unsolved quadruple homicide which began 
on Ash Wednesday 2007.

The overzealous climber befriends 
16-year-old Giselle, a sexually precocious 

lookout for a pack of monstrous drug deal-
ers and manipulates a taboo relationship in 
the hopes she will reveal the Ash Wednes-
day killers’ identities.

Should Giselle fall for Rose, she may risk 
her life and his career, shattering Rose’s 
dreams of obtaining the coveted gold NYPD 
Detective Shield.

The Xlibris published novel explores 
such themes as the contemporary debate 

around police-involved civilian deaths, po-
lice assassinations and community strife 
and distrust.

Serving on the Force since 2006, Castro 
became a sergeant in 2013 and currently 
trains police offi cers in the south Bronx.

He was fi rst assigned to the 48th Precinct 
and has worked at least one day in every 
Bronx precinct.

The novel is set in the fi ctitious 51st Pre-
cinct inspired by West Farms where Castro 
worked the beat his rookie year.

His intricately layered story serves 
many purposes including a social commen-
tary and even a religious allegory.

The novel details Rose’s examination 
over the 40 days of Lent beginning on Ash 
Wednesday and concluding on Easter Sun-
day.

“It rewards second readings,” he noted.
Smoke and Mirrors took a year to write 

and a total of fi ve to six months to edit.
“Writing it was relatively easy because 

I was passionate about it and had a tre-
mendous amount of material to work with 
from my experiences as a police offi cer,” he 
shared.

Smoke and Mirrors is available via 
Amazon, www.barnesandnoble.com, Apple 
iBooks and throughout select NYC Barnes 
and Noble stores.

For more information, visit www.smoke-
andmirrorspolicedreams.com.

PSA 7 sergeant Castro pens fi rst action novel

Sergeant Castro’s novel refl ects upon modern 
American society and the profession of policing 
during the tumultuous Police Era of recent his-
tory. Photo courtesy of Jordan Castro

PSA 7 sergeant Jordan Castro has penned some-
thing much deeper than a typical police thriller 
with his debut literary work, ‘Smoke and Mirrors: 
Police Dreams.’ 
 Photo courtesy of Jordan Castro
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ANTIQUES & ESTATE BUYERS

ANTIQUE & ESTATE BUYERS
We buy anything old. One piece or house full. 

WILL TRAVEL. HOUSE CALLS.

ANTIQUE & ESTATE BUYERS
We buy anything old. One piece or house full. 

WILL TRAVEL. HOUSE CALLS.
WILL TRAVEL

ENTIRE
TRI-STATE!

FREE
Estimates!

We Pay $CASH$ For 
Paintings, Clocks, Watches, 
Estate Jewelry & Fine China, 

From Single Items 
to Entire Estates!
Coin & Stamp Collections

Costume Jewelry
Antique Furniture  Lamps
Bronzes  Paintings  Prints

Chinese & Japanese 
Artwork & Porcelain

Sports Collectibles 
Comic Books  Old Toys  Records
Cameras  Sterling Flatware Sets

HUMMELS & LLADROS

ANTIQUES & ESTATE BUYERS

TOP $ PAID
FOR JUDAICA
COLLECTIBLES

HOUSE
CALLS

MOVING orDOWNSIZING?CALL
US!

Top $ Paid
for Antique

Sterling!

Military
Collections

Wanted
Swords,
Knives,

Helmets, etc.

SEE OUR AD EVERY SUNDAY IN THE POST

SAME DAY  
SERVICE  

AVAILABLE

SERVING BRONX 
AND THE ENTIRE  
TRI-STATE AREA

516-974-6528516-974-6528

WILL TRAVEL. WE MAKE HOUSE CALLS.
1029 WEST JERICHO TURNPIKE, SMITHTOWN, L.I.

HOUSE 
CALLS

ASK FOR CHRISTOPHER



BY STEVEN GOODSTEIN
A non-profi t development orga-

nization recently collaborated with 
a city university to launch a history 
exhibit.

Earlier this month, Women’s 
House and Economic Development 
Corporation partnered with New 
York University Gallatin School of 
Individualized Study for the ‘Nar-
rating Our Neighborhood: The Mel-
rose Oral History Project’ exhibi-
tion.

The history exhibit, which took 
place from Friday, May 5 to Friday, 
May 12 in the museum space on the 
fi rst fl oor of Boricua College, 890 
Washington Avenue, featured an 
oral presentation by 18 NYU stu-
dents who previously conducted in-
terviews with longtime Melrose and 
Mott Haven residents.

The longtime residents shared 
generations of pictures, newspaper 
articles, stories and other docu-
ments from their previous experi-
ences of living in the south Bronx 
with the students, which were also 
present at the exhibition.

The exhibition was held to give 
a voice to the residents through un-
told stories and unseen images of 
the neighborhood’s history, includ-
ing culture, development, displace-

ment and revitalization, among 
other topics, as well as to highlight 
the neighborhood’s activism, pride, 
diversity, struggle and resiliency.

The students from the school’s 
Urban Democracy Lab worked on 
the project for the entire spring 2017 
semester. About 35 people attended 
the opening night reception.

“This partnership (between 
WHEDco and NYU’s Gallatin 
School) helped our students build 
strong connections with the com-
munity - who had a lot of material to 
share with us,” said Dr. Rebecca Am-
ato, associate director of the school’s 
Civic Engagement Initiatives and 
Urban Democracy Lab. “With this 
project, the students instantly fell 
in love with the (Melrose) neighbor-
hood - and the residents who have 
lived here for decades.”

One of the goals that Gallatin 
School’s Urban Democracy Lab, ac-
cording to Amato, is to continue to 
improve their archive with accounts 
and documents from other residents 
who have lived in neighborhoods 
which are rich in history.

“You could feel and understand 
the presence of history here - and 
this was a great opportunity for the 
students to acknowledge the resi-
dents’ previously unknown and un-

told stories,” she added. “You can 
also feel the residents’ commitment 
to their neighborhood and to each 
other - they are very proud of where 
they come from.”

In their 25-year history of shap-
ing, preserving and improving the 
Melrose neighborhood, WHEDco 
has completed several develop-
ments, including this year’s Bronx 
Commons groundbreaking, Mel-
rose Retail Space Tour, the Bronx 
Tracks Mural in Railroad Park 
and Bronx Music at Melrose - an 
annual summer streets initiative 
which was part of NYC Depatment 
of Transpotation’s Weekend Walks 
Program. 

They have also started various 
education programs and created 
easier access to healthy food and 
transportation.

WHEDco’s most recent project, 
the Bronx Commons includes 300 
affordable housing units and the 
Bronx Music Hall, a 14,000-square 
foot, 300-seat music venue to recon-
nect with and reclaim the pioneer-
ing history of Bronx music. 

To view the full archives of 
NYU’s Gallatin School’s Urban De-
mocracy Lab’s oral history project, 
visit: http://displacedhistories.host-
ing.nyu.edu/spring2017/
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$15OFF
BUY 1 PAIR OF SAS SHOES

$40OFF
BUY 2 PAIR OF SAS SHOES

$20 OFF each additional pair

 Sale expires on June 7th, 2017
MEMORIAL DAY SALE

GATEWAY SHOPPING CENTER
2500 Central Park Ave

#22-5
Yonkers, NY 10710

Phone : (914) 395-0037

Mon- Wed : 9:30am to 6pm
Thu : 9:30am to 8pm

Fri-Sat : 9:30am to 6pm
Sun : 12pm to 5pm

SAS SHOES
Home of the hard to find sizes

Journey -mesh bleu

JV -gray mesh Bout Time -mulch

Tour -brown

Men’s Style

Women’s Style

Sporty -silver Sunny -latte

Duo -natural

Bravo -brown

Savvy -blue denim

Mystic -pinkNudu -navy y p

Men’s sizes range 6-15, slim to triple wide 
Women’s sizes range 4-12, slim -triple wide

ra

Longtime Mott Haven resident Tony Dalton’s photograph of St. Jerome’s Church, 
230 Alexander Avenue, from the 1920s, which was used in the exhibit. Photo 
courtesy of Tony Dalton

WHEDco, NYU collab for Melrose exhibition
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Commitment
Dedication
Excellence

Please join us in recognizing the
25 Bronx Infl uential Women of 2017!

These special words are reserved for those individuals who have devoted their own life 
to improve the lives of others. This year the Bronx Times, through a series of in-depth 
profi les, salutes 25 Infl uential Bronx Women. Each woman’s unique accomplishments 
will be highlighted in a keepsake publication on June 23, 2017.

Sara Bonizio
Metro Optics

Sulma Arzu-Brown
Boogie Down Grind Café

Lorraine C. Corsa, Esq.
The Columbian Lawyers First

Judicial Department

Carolina DiFuccia
Our Lady of Mt. Carmel Church

Josephine Fanelli 
Principal of St. Theresa School

President of FIAME

Bernadette Ferrara
President/Van Nest

Neighborhood Alliance

Lourdes Melendez-Gamez
Confetti Kids, Inc.

Roberta Gjonaj
RN/School Nurse

Kerry A. Lee
Montefi ore Health System

Melissa Libran
Windows of Hip Hop, Inc.

Ana Melendez
We Stay/Nos Quedamos, Inc.

Carolyn Murphy
Country Bank

Mary H. Murray
National Council of Negro Woman

Karen Rauhauser Nani
The Island Current Newspaper
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BY PATRICK ROCCHIO
An 103-year-old library cele-

brated its reopening after major 
renovations. 

The two-year, multi-million 
dollar renovation to the New 
York Public Library’s Woodstock 
branch in Morrisania was topped 
off with a ribbon cutting cere-
mony on Monday, May 15. 

The landmark 3-story build-
ing on East 160th Street was re-
made top to bottom, attendees 
said, with its 18,000 square feet 
completely rehabbed during a gut 
renovation. 

The changes to the building 
include a new interior that will 
permit full-use of the building’s 
second fl oor and the creation of a 
dedicated area for children’s pro-
graming, said Corey Rodriguez, 
branch manager. 

The upgrades included im-
proved mechanical and plumbing 
systems, the installation of an el-
evator and a wheelchair ramp for 
American With Disabilities Act 
compliance, a new staircase and 
updated electrical systems, ac-
cording to the NYC Department 
of Design and Construction. 

The changes also provided an 
additional rehabbed outdoor area 

with seating that will allow out-
door programming, said Rodri-
guez. 

Previously the backyard had 
been closed off, she said, add-
ing that during the renovations 
the greenspace to the rear of the 
building was landscaped and now 
looks beautiful. 

Councilman Rafael Sala-
manca told a crowd, which in-
cluded P.S. 130 children and the 
Southeast Bronx Neighborhood 

Center, that the building was one 
of the city’s fi rst libraries donated 
by steel magnate and philanthro-
pist Andrew Carnegie, a world-
wide library patron.

The councilman said the new 
library would accommodate the 
needs of the growing community, 
where he has already approved 
2,400 new units of affordable 
housing. 

His predecessor, former Coun-
cilwoman Maria del Carmen Ar-

royo, put together the funding for 
the project and the councilman’s 
role was one of support, he said. 

Borough President Ruben Diaz 
Jr. also contributed about $1 mil-
lion in capital funds to complete 
the project, the councilman said. 

“This is one of four libraries 
that we have in my district, and 
just last week we made announce-
ments of $40 million for the Hunts 
Point and Melrose libraries,” said 
Salamanca, adding he is also 

looking into making capital im-
provements at the West Farms 
branch. 

Rodriguez said that second 
fl oor of the three-story building is 
perhaps the most signifi cant part 
of the renovation, because ever 
since she was a branch patron as 
a teenager, it has not been used. 

“It was mostly closed down. 
We used a little bit of the space for 
programming, but (the rest) was 
not usable,” she said.  

The dedicated children’s area 
on the second fl oor will allow for 
larger groups and have an area 
where children can be a little bit 
louder, she said. 

“Now we have space for pro-
grams that will not interrupt the 
adults or young adults,” she said. 

The elevator, said Salamanca, 
will make sure that all patrons, 
regardless of their physical sta-
tus, can access all of the building, 
and overall, the renovations will 
usher it into the 21st century. 

Tony Marx, NYPL president, 
said that the Woodstock branch 
has been a cornerstone of the 
community for a century and that 
the renovations provide the com-
munity with the space and ameni-
ties they need and want.
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“A strikingly intimate
portrait of a man who has 

often seemed as private and 
remote as he is heroic.”

E Rolling Stone

Publishers Weekly

Landmark 103-year-old NYPL branch remade 

A ribbon cutting on major renovations of the New York Public Library’s Woodstock branch’s 103-year-old building on Mon-
day, May 15 included Councilman Rafael Salmanca; Tony Marx, NYPL Library president; Corey Rodriguez, Woodstock branch 
manager library patron; Enrique Gustavo and scores of schoolchildren and adults. Photo courtesy of NYPL
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POT of GOLD
Sherbee Antiques is a family-owned business that has been 

serving the tri-state area for over 60 years. 
We buy from the full contents of homes and estates 

to single items. We specialize in high-end goods such as 
antiques, art, fi ne porcelain, lighting, bronzes and sculptures. 

We have particular interest in fi ne jewelry, timepieces, 
diamonds, gold and silver. 

If you call we will come to you, free of charge, and evaluate 
what you are selling. We know the value of your possessions 
and are willing to pay top dollar on the spot. Please feel free 
to call seven days a week for a free same day consultation.

You may be sitting on a large fortune. 
Call Sherbee Antiques. They’ll tell you how much.

CALL TODAY 917-748-7622 OR 718-762-7448 
You’ll be glad you did.

Sherbee  Antiques
Est. 1940

Creating a Plan for  
Your MS

Join us for a free, live educational 
program happening in your area

Multiple sclerosis (MS) affects everyone differently. You may need  
help designing a tailored treatment plan with your doctor that best 
suits your relapsing MS. So join an MS Clinician and Biogen,  
a leader in MS research, for this informative presentation.

© 2017 Biogen. All rights reserved. 4/17 FCH-US-2708
225 Binney Street, Cambridge, MA 02142 • 1-800-456-2255

Register today at BiogenMSEvents.com or call 1-866-955-9999.

Time:

Location: Date:
F & J Pine Restaurant

1913 Bronxdale Avenue

Bronx, NY 10462

Tuesday, June 6, 2017

6:00 PM -8:30 PM

One of four tree stumps remains at the border of the Trump Links at Ferry Point Golf Course off Miles 
Avenue after an unknown duo recently cut the trees down overnight. 
 Community News Group/Arthur Cusano

BY ARTHUR CUSANO
Perhaps they wanted 

to make the view great 
again.

Two unknown vandals 
took landscaping at the 
Trump Links at Ferry Point 
golf course in Throggs 
Neck into their own hands 
earlier this month when 
they used a chainsaw to 
cut down several mid-sized 
trees located on the edge of 
the course.

The trespassers cut 
down four trees, all ap-
proximately 30-feet high, 
according to a spokesper-
son from the NYPD Deputy 
Commissioner of Public 
Information’s offi ce. 

The vandalism was 
discovered by golf course 
management at around 9 
p.m. on Tuesday, May 9.

Surveillance video from 
the golf course caught the 
men climbing over the 
fence protecting the range  
near the intersection of 
Miles and Robinson av-
enues. 

The brazen amateur 
landscapers left their 
chainsaw behind. 

The fence surrounds 
the entire perimeter of the 
course along Miles Ave-
nue, and the targeted trees 
were located just over it. 

Stumps remained at the 
scene, as did several large 

branches. 
The investigation into 

the incident is ongoing and 
no arrests have been made, 
according to police.

A similar incident oc-
curred in February when 
another person entered 
the course and cut down a 
tree, course manager Joe 
Roediger said in published 
reports. 

Several calls to the 
Trump Organization for 
comment were not re-
turned by press time. 

Throggs Neck Home-
owners Association presi-
dent Lynn Gerbino said she 
knew of no other such inci-
dents involving the course, 
nor any animosity towards 
the course from neighbor-
hood residents.

“I don’t know who did it 
or why, but I hope they fi nd 
out,” she said.

Community Board 10 
chairman Martin Prince 
said the purpose of the 
vandalism was anyone’s 
guess, but if it was in-
tended as some sort of pro-
test against the controver-
sial 45th President of the 
United States it likely fell 
on deaf ears.

“The only people they 
hurt is us in the commu-
nity,” Martin said. “Those 
trees are part of our park – 
that course is (NYC) Parks 

property.”
The golf course has been 

the site of a very public tug of 
war between the Trump Or-
ganization and the mayor’s 
offi ce over a 19.5-acre parcel 
of waterfront land adjacent 
to the course the city hopes 
to convert to passive park 
space. 

The Trump organiza-
tion wants to use the land 
to expand the 18th hole and 
is offering another nearby 
parcel in exchange for the 
public’s use. 

The parks department 
has insisted it plans to fol-
low through with its origi-
nal plans.

Prince said the board 
has maintained a good rela-
tionship with the course’s 
management despite the 
dispute. 

The incident occurred 
just across the street from a 
development of fi ve 3-story 
brick homes still under 
construction on Miles Av-
enue. 

A man at the site who 
identifi ed himself as the 
construction manager said 
he knew little of the inci-
dent. 

The downed trees, in his 
opinion, did more harm to 
the view then good.

“In all honesty, I actu-
ally prefer the trees,” he 
said.

Vandals target Trump 
Links golf course trees



BY ARTHUR CUSANO
Since it was fi rst pub-

lished in 2009, the Bronx 
has had the dubious distinc-
tion of ranking 62 out of 62 
New York counties in the 
annual Robert Wood John-
son County Health Ranking 
health report.

Morris Heights Health 
Center is hoping to change 
that distinction with its 
eighth and newest Bronx 
Medical and Wellness Cen-
ter at 1227 Edward L. Grant 
Highway. 

MHHC maintains 30 
sites in the Bronx, includ-
ing school-based clinics, 
and serves 52,000 patients 
from the Bronx and sur-
rounding boroughs. 

“Somebody has to be 
62, but we have been 62 for 
much too long in the Bronx 
and we are determined to 
move up from that,” said 
the organization’s vice pres-
ident Claudette Phipps.

Phipps told those on 
hand for the ribbon cutting 
on Thursday, May 11, spon-
sored by Affinity Health, 
she was thrilled that the 
facility was finally open 
after years of planning.

“We’re all over the moon 
that this facility has fi nally 
been born,” Phipps said. “It 
has been in gestation for 
how long and today we can 
fi nally breathe a sigh of re-
lief that it is here.”

Board member and pres-
ident of Bronx Community 
College, Dr. Thomas Isek-
enegbe, said the new facility 
was made possible through 
federal grants made avail-
able through the Afford-
able Healthcare Act, and 
contains the newest, state 
of the art medical and den-
tal equipment for a great 
healthcare experience.

The facility has a mod-

ern design aimed at patient 
comfort, patient education 
TV screens. 

It offers adult and pe-
diatric medical services, 
HIV counseling, test-
ing and treatment, den-
tal care, lab tests, health 
screenings and other ser-
vices. 

“Our goal here is to 
serve our community – not 
just a community, but our 
community, with the high-
est level healthcare ser-
vices at this new facility 
here,” Isekenegbe said. 

Interim president and 
CEO Dr. Lois Bookhardt-
Murray thanked commu-
nity members on hand, 
including local NYPD of-
fi cers, for welcoming the 
new facility. 

The 10452 zip code has 
high rates of diabetes, 
strokes and hypertension, 
Bookhardt-Murray

“We focus on serving 
the underserved,” she said. 
“Federal government has 
designated this location as 
being a medically under-
served area, and we are 
grateful to be here. This is 
our mission.”

Fernando Tirado of 
Bronx Neighborhood 
Health Action Center said 
the Morris Heights com-
munity has been a partner 
in the “Not 62” campaign 
against obesity and dia-
betes through its healthy 
beverage zone initiative 
that works to curb sales 
of sugar-based drinks in 
workplaces.

“It’s really important 
that Morris Heights has 
stepped up to do something 
about their future state of 
health,” he said.

The center is open Mon-
day through Thursday 
from 9 a.m. until 5 p.m., 
and from 10 a.m. to 5 p.m. 
on Fridays. For more infor-
mation about services, go 
to www.mhhc.org. 
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Morris Heights Health 
Center opens 8th facility

Members of the Morris Heights Health Center board of directors, project partners and elected offi cials 
joined Dr. Thomas Isekenegbe (front, 3rd from l) and Dr. Lois Bookhardt (front, c) for the ribbon-cutting 
ceremony. Photo by Silvio Pacifi co

It’s really important 
that Morris Heights 

has stepped up to do 
somwthing about their 
future state of health.

Fernando Tirado

The plan is to dredge a portion of Hammond Cove near a ‘bottle neck’ in the waterway that is silted 
and making travel in and out of the cove a bit more diffi cult at low tide. 
 Community News Group / Patrick Rocchio

BY PATRICK ROCCHIO
The long-awaited dredg-

ing project for a waterway 
used for recreational boat-
ing is inching closer to be-
coming a reality. 

A project to dredge part 
of Hammond Cove at a wa-
terway bottleneck adjacent 
to the Locust Point Yacht 
Club should enter its design 
phase shortly, with funding 
in place through two state 
budget grants, according to 
sources. 

The NYC Department 
of Environmental Conser-
vation is facilitating the 
project, said a spokesman 
for Senator Jeff Klein, who 
secured the grants, one for 
$150,000 for project plan-
ning, and another $1 million 
for the actual work. 

After further study, bids 
will be solicited in a Request 
for Proposal, with this part 
of the project will be under 
the purview of NYC Eco-
nomic Development Corpo-
ration, according to multi-
ple sources. 

“All of the grants have 
been approved and I’m 
happy to report that the 
Hammond Cove dredging 
project is moving forward,” 
said Klein in a statement. 
“It is now just a matter of 
executing the grants, which 
will allow the NYC EDC to 
initiate planning and design 
for the dredging work.”

The dredging of the cove 

has been a top community 
priority for years, said the 
senator, and in the past the 
project has been a top Com-
munity Board 10 capital 
budget priority request.  

Soil samples taken last 
summer have proven to con-
tain little if any material 
that could cause environ-
mental concerns, meaning 
that it should be easier and 
less costly to dredge, said 
the spokesman. 

Pat Devine, a community 
advocate for the project, said 
preliminary estimates from 
DEC, subject to revision, 
stated that based on the 
depth and width of the sand 
to be removed, the amount 
of soil being cleared could 
be approximately 20,000 cu-
bic yards.

This would increase the 
level of clearance between 
the boat hulls and the sea 
fl oor, sometimes called a 
‘draft,’ to roughly 6 to 12 
feet, he said. 

Currently, during some 
low tides, boats can get 
stranded in the cove, he 
said. 

Doing so would allow 
boaters to motor or sail out 
of the cove and enjoy Long 
Island Sound without be-
ing a prisoner to the tide, he 
said. 

“Now you can have a full 
boating day,” said Devine, 
adding that the removal of 
the silt should also improve 

the ability of emergency per-
sonnel to access the cove. 

According to a previ-
ously published Bronx 
Times article, the FDNY 
informed LPYC in a 2014 let-
ter that the agency believed 
that the depth of the water 
in Hammond Cove needed 
to be deepened to ensure ac-
cess. 

An EDC spokeswoman 
said that the agency is “cur-
rently in the process of get-
ting the necessary grant 
funds released for the proj-
ect.” 

After that happens, she 
said, a feasibility analysis 
would determine the dredge 
design, including how much 
material will be removed. 

Basil Seggos, DEC com-
missioner said in a state-
ment that the dredging 
project is an “investment 
in community resilience, 
ensuring the Locust Point 
neighborhood has access to 
water at all times, particu-
larly in the event of an emer-
gency.” 

The commissioner stated 
that Governor Cuomo’s en-
vironmental leadership 
and an environmental pro-
tection fund helps DEC 
“continue working with 
waterfront communities to 
advance projects like Ham-
mond Cove” while protect-
ing natural resources on 
waterfronts. 

Hammond Cove 
dredging inches closer
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BY STEVEN GOODSTEIN
The Bronx has been captured 

through photography and will be 
displayed at a new exhibit.

This Friday, from 6 to 7:30 p.m., 
the Bronx Photographers Collab-
orative invites you to the opening 
reception of the ’Capturing The 
Bronx: Bronx Photographers’ ex-
hibition.

The exhibit’s opening reception, 
which will take place on the sec-
ond fl oor of the Community Com-
mons at Metropolitan College of 
New York’s Bronx campus, 463 E. 
149th Street, will showcase several 
dozen photos that represent differ-
ent neighborhoods and themes of 

the Bronx.
The 41 photographs will cover 

topics such as architecture, cul-
ture, education, history, land-
marks, transportation, and more.

“Each neighborhood of the 
Bronx has a different identity with 
different themes - and we wanted to 
showcase that,” said Walter Pofeldt, 
who began working as a full-time 
photographer for the Bronx Times 
in the early 2000s after working 
for the NYC Housing Authority for 
nearly a decade. He has lived in the 
Bronx for over 15 years. “It’s fun for 
photographers who take pictures 
of different parts of the Bronx, 
each with different perspectives, 

to bring their ideas together in an 
exhibit setting.”

Pofeldt said his interest in pho-
tography began as a child, when he 
would look at the pictures in Life 
Magazine, which his parents pur-
chased through a subscription.

In August, Pofeldt held a one-
man exhibition at Edgar Allan 
Poe Cottage, where he showcased 
photographs he took after visiting 
Cuba earlier on in the year.

“The Bronx has always got-
ten somewhat of a negative recep-
tion because of its history,” said 
Miriam Quin, who began her ca-
reer as a photographer covering 
events for MAS Productions in the 
late 2000s and now works for the 
Bronx Times. “This exhibit will 
show visitors the positive, uplift-
ing side of the Bronx that they’ve 
never seen!”

Over the years, Quin has lived 
in many Bronx neighborhoods, 
including Longwood and Bedford 
Park. She also attended James 
Monroe High School and Lehman 
College, and has won awards at var-
ious Bronx photograph contests, in-
cluding events at Edgar Allan Poe 
Park and Pelham Parkway.

For both Pofeldt and Quin, pho-
tography began as an hobby that 

led to a career and a new way of 
life.

Other local photographers who 
will also have their pictures on dis-
play in the exhibit include Mitch 
Bleier, Silvia Blumenfeld, Dinorah 
Capota, Carol Foresta, Clarisel 
Gonzalez, Debby Kawalick, Evelyn 
Katz, Alex Krstevski, Fernan Luna, 
Eileen McNamee and Ira Merritt.

Quin personally thanked Bleier, 
who purchased the frames for her 
photos. Without the frames, Quin’s 
photos couldn’t have been displayed 
in the exhibit.

Each of these established indi-

viduals are members of the Bronx 
Photographers Collaborative, a 
club/organization of photography 
enthusiasts that was started two 
years ago.

In April 2018, the Bronx Pho-
tographers Collaborative will hold 
another photo exhibit at Edgar Al-
lan Poe Park, with the assistance of 
Lucy Aponte, head of the Friends of 
Soundview Park.

The organization plans to hold 
other exhibits at different Bronx 
venues in the near future.

The exhibit will run until Tues-
day, August 15.

‘Capturing the Bronx: Bronx Photographers’ show 

Quin poses in front of her ‘winter walk’ photo at last year’s exhibit on City Island.
 Photo courtesy of Miriam Quin

BY PATRICK ROCCHIO
A civic group dedicated to 

keeping streets safe and assisting 
their local precinct has activated 
its community patrol. 

Community On Patrol, a re-
cently founded non-profi t orga-
nization that has been itching 
to start a volunteer patrol in the 
northeast Bronx for two years, re-
cently hit the streets in Country 
Club, Throggs Neck, Spencer Es-
tate and Locust Point. 

According to Niko Kritikos, 
COP president and CEO, he and 
another volunteer have been out 
several times between the hours 
of  5 and 11 p.m. in a metallic or-
ange Land Rover, beginning on 
Sunday, April 30. 

COP also set up a hot line where 
people can call to report what they 
are seeing in terms of quality-of-
life issues or crime at (347) 76-NY-
COP, though Kritikos cautioned 
people to still call 911 fi rst. 

Patrols so far have been lim-
ited, stated Annie Boller, COP 
board member, and not all people 
who are a part of the organization 
will be a part of the patrol. 

More than 20 people have ex-
pressed interest in volunteering, 

said Kritikos. 
They have already responded 

to a serious car accident and a 
business burglary in which a per-
petrator pushed in an air condi-
tioner to gain access to an estab-
lishment, according to Kritikos. 

The response so far to the vol-
unteer effort has been heartwarm-
ing and supportive, he said. 

“A lot of times when we are out 
patrolling, cars pass by and they 
honk or people give us a thumbs 
up,” said Kritikos, explaining 
that patrolling or simply being a 
good neighbor is more proactive 
than venting about quality-of-life 
on social media. 

He said that the organization 
wants only to be the eyes and ears 
of the NYPD, adding “we are very 
pro police (and) we love police,” 
and they would be “crushed” if lo-
cal authorities were not support-
ive. 

 Besides being a community 
watch on wheels, COP is part of 
a larger effort to foster a greater 
sense of cohesion among several 
distinct neighborhoods in the 
northeastern part of our borough. 

Kritikos explained that after 
being called to a car accident on 

Country Club Road in which 
at least one of the cars was to-
taled, that members of his group 
worked with one of the people 
involved in the accident to help 

her pick up her medication and 
do her grocery shopping. 

Additionally, at the business 
break-in they recently responded 
to, they entered the building to 

make sure the perpetrator had 
left and retrieved the owner’s 
purse, said Kritikos. They also 
stayed with the owner until cops 
arrived.

When the organization was 
being formed in 2015, they were 
going to be a part of an NYPD 
community patrol program, but 
subsequently 1 Police Plaza de-
cided not to expand this program 
on a citywide basis due to poten-
tial liability issues, according to 
a previous Bronx Times article. 

Kritikos, having himself been 
the victim of a hit and run and 
seeing fi rst hand how he could 
of used help in apprehending a 
drunk driving suspect, decided 
to go it alone after a partner left 
the effort. 

He now has a board of four 
others, and hopes to grow fur-
ther, he said. 

They purchased their own 
insurance and have car-door 
decals for volunteers who wish 
to use their personal vehicles, 
and recently joined the Throggs 
Neck Merchants Association, he 
said.  

To learn more, visit: commu-
nityonpatrol.yolasite.com

‘Community on Patrol’ puts eyes on the road 

Community on Patrol’s metallic orange Range Rover has hit the streets. The 
group plans not only to deter crime, but also to foster a greater sense of com-
munity. Photo courtesy of Nikos Kritikos

Pofeldt’s photo of a girl protesting gun violence. 
 Photo courtesy of Walter Pofeldt
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als with developmental dis-
abilities who are from the 
Bronx,” said Andre, adding 
“We try to develop group 
homes where the individu-
als are from; so, all of their 
family members are from 
the Bronx (and) they would 
have easy access to the in-
dividuals.” 

She said that a detached 
house was chosen because 
of potential minor behav-
ioral issues that some of 
the individuals have dis-
played, caused by Down 
syndrome and autism. 

The goal, said Andre, 
would be to integrate the 
women into the commu-
nity. 

“I aim to add value to 
the community,” she said. 

Mary Jane Musano, 
Waterbury-LaSalle Com-
munity Association board 
member, said she has 
heard the claim that the in-
coming group home would 
serve local people before. 
She’s waiting to learn more 
about the facility. 

“All in all, we have 

more than our share and I 
don’t think it is fair,” she 
said, adding that she hopes 
the community would look 
into UPS’ other operations, 
which include housing for 
people with HIV/AIDS and 
mental illnesses. 

Kevin Heckman, who 
lives on Gifford Avenue, 
said he was not in favor 
of the group home pro-
posal based on what he has 
heard. 

He believes that the en-
tire community should 
be formerly notifi ed and 
should have a chance to 
comment, including on 
traffi c issues. 

“This is a small street,” 
he said. “We don’t have any 
space for an ambulette to 
pull over and pick up or 
drop off.” 

Any vehicle serv-
ing the proposed group 
home would choke off the 
street’s entire traffi c fl ow 
if it doesn’t fi nd a curbside 
place to stop.

As things now stand, 
Heckman said he some-
times has to back out of 

the block because he can-
not pass if there is a large 
truck, bus or van on the 
street. 

“Parking on the block 
is at a premium now, and 
the last thing we need is (a 
group home) staff who need 
to use parking spaces,” he 
said, after learning it will 
be monitored 24-hours a 
day.

Neighbor Elix Madera-
Fliegelman, said she was 
not concerned, but could 
see how some of her neigh-
bors might have traffi c 
concerns. 

“I don’t have a problem 
with (the group home resi-
dents) because they are 
just like you or I,” she said 
of the women, adding that 
the street is narrow and 
the house doesn’t have a 
driveway. 

The property was the 
site of a fi re in 2010, accord-
ing to a published report. 

The 3,168 square foot 
residence was put on the 
market for $699,000, ac-
cording to real estate list-
ings. 

UPS is not yet in con-
tract, said Andre. 

from Page 1

Unique People Services confi rmed it is planning a group home for developmentally disabled young 
women at 2717 Gifford Avenue. Community News Group / Patrick Rocchio

Gifford Avenue group home proposed

BY STEVEN GOODSTEIN
Tenants at a south Bronx 

apartment building  say they can 
no longer tolerate their harsh liv-
ing conditions.

On Monday, May 8, residents 
of 386 E. 139th Street, accompa-
nied by the South Bronx Tenants 
Movement, held a press confer-
ence to publicize their terrible 
living situation.

Since February, the building’s 
tenants have faced deplorable liv-
ing conditions, including water 
leaks, mold, collapsed ceilings as 
well as rodents and roach infesta-
tion throughout the building.

The 5-story brick walkup is 
also suffering from inadequate 
appliances, lack of an intercom 
system, broken stairs, broken 
mailboxes and a broken front 
door with a damaged lock, which 
poses a safety hazard for tenants, 
the tenant leaders charge.

The low-income residents, 
who have endured long stretches 
without proper heat and hot wa-
ter, mostly during the winter and 
spring months, have also com-
plained about the absence of the 
building’s superintendent and 

repeated harassment by the land-
lord and CYA Management, LLC, 
the building’s management com-
pany.

One resident in the 18-unit 
building located between Wil-
lis and Alexander avenues, said 
he was forced to deal with a bro-
ken ceiling and a leak for three 
weeks. According to another resi-
dent, the hole in the ceiling has 
been patched up but still not com-
pletely repaired.

“They (the management com-
pany) tried to buy some of us (the 
tenants) out by giving us back 
our deposit and two months rent 
- which is basically nothing,” said 
Juan Cano, who has been a resi-
dent in the building for nearly 20 
years, and said that the landlord 
allegedly has tried to buy out the 
rent-stabilized tenants. “Instead 
of trying to buy us out, he could 
have used that money for more 
important matters, such as much 
needed repairs.”

In February, over 50 NYC 
Housing Preservation & Develop-
ment violations were open on the 
property.

As a result, residents formed 

a tenants association the same 
month to collectively take action 
against CYA Management, LLC, 
after attempting to establish com-
munication with the landlord for 
over a month. Their repeated re-
quests for repairs to improve the 
living conditions in the building 
where ignored by management.

Since forming a tenants asso-
ciation three months ago, along 
with assistance from the South 

Bronx Tenants Movement, the 
number of building violations 
has nearly doubled.

Trespassing has also been an 
issue in the building.

“Aside from no heat and hot 
water during the winter, I don’t 
feel safe here - primarily because 
of the front door, which doesn’t 
have a lock, and the stairs, which 
are damaged and uneven,” said 
Roy Cano, Juan’s brother and 

head of the building’s tenant as-
sociation. “There are homeless 
people who live on the roof and do 
drugs up there. Building manage-
ment is aware of this and they’re 
not doing anything about it.”

Following the press confer-
ence, tenants opened their doors 
to those in attendance to show 
their current living conditions. 
They also mailed out their letter 
to CYA Management that con-
tained the tenant’s complaint 
forms.

According to residents, the 
building’s management offi ce 
does not pick up calls or return 
phone calls, even when voice mes-
sages are left by tenants.

There is a bit of confusion 
in regards to who is the actual 
landlord of the building, as the 
tenant leases have been signed 
by someone they believe is not 
the landlord. According to HPD, 
the landlord of the building is Is-
mael Ayala, while mortgage docu-
ments show that Saul Piller is the 
landlord.

CYA Management, also known 
as Willis Apartment LLC, could 
not be reached for comment.

139th St. residents protest landlord, management

(l-r) Tenant association members Blonnie Rodgers, Shaquan Clarke, Juan and Roy 
Cano at this week’s press conference. Photo courtesy of the South Bronx Tenants 
Association
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BRIDAL FASHION
BRIDAL CENTER
7233 Amboy Road, Staten Island, (718) 227-8647
www.alwaysabridesmaidboutique.com

BRIDAL STYLES BOUTIQUE
905 Ave. U, Brooklyn, (718) 339–3222
www.bridalstylesboutique.com

MONEY SAVER SHOES INC.
Specializing Wide Widths, Dyeable & Evening Shoes
2098 Flatbush Ave., Brooklyn, (718) 258-0171

ULTIMATE FASHIONS
4255 Amboy Rd, SI, NY 10308  (718) 605-3274
316 Woodbridge Center Drive, Woodbridge, NJ 07095
(732) 750-1174, ultfash@optonline.net  
Staten Island Mall
Lower Level, Macy’s Wing Staten Island New York 10314 (718) 
370-2984, www.ultfash.com

TUXEDOS
TUXEDO WORLD OF STATEN ISLAND
2791 Richmond Ave #6, SI, NY 10314
(718) 698-4859, www.tuxedoworldsi.com

CATERING & VENUES
ADRIA HOTEL & CONFERENCE CENTER
221-17 Northern Boulevard, Bayside, NY 11361
(718) 631-5900, www.adriahotelny.com

ATLAS STEAKHOUSE
943 Coney Island Avenue, off  18th Ave., Brooklyn, NY
(646) 494-7227, www.AtlasSteak.com

BAY RIDGE MANOR
476 76th St., Brooklyn, (718) 748-8855
www.bayridgemanor.com

BAYSIDE HISTORICAL SOCIETY
208 Totten Ave - Fort Totten, Bayside, NY 11359, 
(718) 352-1548, www.baysidehistorical.org/rentals.html

BUCKLEY’S
2926 Ave. S, Brooklyn
(718) 998-4222, www.buckleyscaterers.com

DYKER BEACH GOLF COURSE
86th Street and 7th Avenue, Brooklyn, NY 11228
(718) 836–9722 x 1 or privateeventdirector@dykerbeachgc
www.dykerbeachgc.com

EDIBLE ARRANGEMENTS
133-22 Springfi eld Blvd. (718) 528-3344
158-18 Cross Bay Blvd. (718) 848-3344
1357 Fulton St. (718) 622-3344
1557 Ralph Ave. (718) 451-3344
www.ediblearrangements.com/stores/StoreLocator.aspx

GLEN TERRACE
5313 Ave. N, Brooklyn (718) 252-4614

GRAND OAKS COUNTRY CLUB
200 Huguenot Ave., Staten Island
(718) 356–2771, www.grandoaksnyc.com

GRAND PROSPECT HALL
263 Prospect Ave., Brooklyn (718) 788-0777
www.grandprospecthall.com

GREENHOUSE CAFE
7717 Third Ave., Brooklyn (718) 833-8200
www.greenhousecafe.com

IL FORNETTO
2902 Emmons Ave. in Brooklyn, (718) 332-8494
www.ilFornettoRestaurant.com

KENNEDY’S BREEZY POINT
406 Bayside, Rockaway Point, NY 11697
(718) 945-0202, www.kennedysbreezypoint.com

MARBELLA RESTAURANT
220-33 Northern Blvd., Bayside, NY 11361
(718) 423-0100, www.marbella-restaurant.com

NICK’S LOBSTER HOUSE
2777 Flatbush Ave, Brooklyn, NY 11234, (718) 253-7117

PARADISE CATERING HALL
51 Avenue U, Brooklyn, NY 11223
(718) 372-4352, www.theparadisecateringhall.com

THE PEARL ROOM
8518 - 3rd Avenue, Brooklyn, NY 11209
(718) 833-6666, www.pearlroombklyn.com

PELHAM BAY & SPLIT ROCK GOLF COURSE
870 Shore Road, Bronx, NY 10464, (718) 885-1258 x224 or  
privateeventdirector@pelhamsplitrock
http://www.pelhamsplitrock.com

QUEENS BOTANICAL GARDEN
43-50 Main St, Flushing, NY 11355 (718) 886-3800 x201
www.queensbotanical.org/weddingsandevents

SCHNITZEL HAUS
7319 5th Avenue, Bay Ridge, NY 11029
(718) 836-5600, www.schnitzelhausny.com

SIRICO’S CATERERS
8015-23 13th Ave., Brooklyn, (718) 331-2900,
www.siricoscaterers.net

TERRACE ON THE PARK
52-11 111 Street, Flushing, NY 11368, (718) 592-5000,
www.terraceonthepark.com

THE VANDERBILT AT SOUTH BEACH
300 Father Capodanno Blvd., Staten Island
(718) 447-0800, www.vanderbiltsouthbeach.com

LODGING
ADRIA HOTEL AND CONFERENCE CENTER
221-17 Northern Boulevard, Bayside, NY 11361
www.adriahotelny.com, (800) 272-3742

ENTERTAINMENT
AMAZING BOTTLE DANCERS
(800) 716-0556, pasproductions@yahoo.com 
www.bottledancers.com

E-SQUARED PRODUCTIONS/
360 ENTERTAINMENT
4308 Richmond Ave. in Staten Island or 1665 Bath Ave. in 
Brooklyn, (718) 227–3235, www.e2dj.com

FAVORS & INVITATIONS
UNFORGETTABLE EVENTS
2049 Flatbush Ave in Brooklyn, (718) 377-4535,

FLORISTS
FLORAL FANTASY
3031 Quentin Rd. in Brooklyn, (718) 998-7060 or
(800) 566–8380, www.fl oralfantasyny.com

HENRY’S FLORIST
8103 Fifth Ave. in Brooklyn
(800) 543-6797 or (718) 238–3838, 
www.henrysfl oristweddingevents.com

MARINE FLORIST AND DECORATORS
1995 Flatbush Ave. in Brooklyn, 
(800) 447-6730 or (718) 338-3600, 
www.marinefl orists.com

JEWELRY
BENNY’S JEWELRY
89-02 165th Street, Suite B-1, Jamaica, NY 11432
(718) 526-4613, www.bennyny.com

BOBBY’S JEWELERS DIAMOND SPECIALIST
514 - 81 Street, Brooklyn, NY, 11209
(718) 745-1725

LIMOUSINE SERVICES
MILA LIMOUSINE CORPORATION
(718) 232-8973, www.milalimo.com

ROMANTIQUE/DOUBLE DIAMOND LIMOUSINES
1421-86 Street, Brooklyn (718) 351-7273
2041-Hylan Blvd., Staten island (718) 351-7273
www.rddlimos.com

SERGI’S PARTY LIMO
171-15A Northern Blvd, Queens, NY 11358
(718) 353-5466, (212) 682-4040, (516) 489-4040
Toll Free: (888) 546-6134, (888) limo-134
Fax: (718) 353-5499, info@sergislimo.com
www.sergislimo.com

VIP LIMOS SVC
(516) 488-LIMO(5466), 
www.viplimosvc.com

PHOTOGRAPHY & VIDEO
FANTASY PHOTOGRAPHY
3031 Quentin Rd., Brooklyn (718) 998-0949
www.fantasyphotographyandvideo.com

GLAMOUR ME PHOTO & VIDEO
104-12 111th St., South Richmond Hill, (888) 400-2738 or (718) 
504–1970, www.glamourmestudio.com

ONE FINE DAY PHOTOGRAPHERS
459 Pacifi c St., Massapequa Park (516) 690–1320
www.onefi nedayphotographers.com

SALONS
AF BENNETT SALON
350 New Dorp Lane, Staten Island NY 10306
(718) 979-9000 www.afbennett.com

PILO ARTS SALON
8412 3 Ave, Brooklyn (718) 748–7411  www.piloarts.com

SERVICES
JOSEPH LICHTER, D.D.S.
1420 Ave. P in Brooklyn, (718) 339-7878,
www.josephlichterdds.com

OMNI DENTAL CARE
313 Kings Hwy. in Brooklyn, (718) 376-8656
www.omnidentalcare.com

THE VEIN CENTER OF THE VASCULAR INSTITUTE 
OF NY
Dr. Natalie Marks
960 - 50 Street, Brooklyn, NY 11219  
(718) 438-0067
www.vascularnyc.com

TRAVEL
JO-LYN TRAVEL AGENCY
7505-15th Avenue, Brooklyn, NY 11219
(718) 232-3139, jolyntravel@aol.com

WEDDING EXPOS
BOSCO’S WEDDING EXPO
www.cl.boscoweddings.com

BRIDAL AFFAIR
(718) 317–9701, www.bridalaff air.com

GREAT BRIDAL EXTRAVAGANZA
North Babylon, NY 11703, 631-667-EXPO (3976)
www.greatbridalextravaganza.com

TO BE INCLUDED IN THIS DIRECTORY CALL (718) 260–2500
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