
BY ARTHUR CUSANO
A member of a Bronx motorcy-

cle club was killed last weekend 
on the Bruckner Expressway, 
soon after attending a memorial 
for a fellow biker.

Sheldon ‘Shaq’ Sampson, a 
35-year-old Mount Vernon resi-
dent and founding member of the 
north Bronx-based Tru 31 Mo-
torcycle Club, was riding north 
on the Bruckner Expressway at 
around 2 a.m. on Saturday, April 
29, when his BMW motorcycle 

rear-ended a 1999 Nissan Altima 
near the Country Club Road exit 
around 2:10 a.m.

The 49-year-old driver of the se-
dan told police he panicked when 
the bikers encircled his vehicle, 
and then abruptly changed lanes. 

Sampson’s bike hit the back 
of the sedan, throwing him into 
a guardrail and killing him in-
stantly. 

The driver has not been 
charged, according to police. 

BY STEVEN GOODSTEIN
Beware - the northbound right 

lane on Waters Place could be a 
potential moving violation trap!

The ‘T’ intersection of Waters 
Place and Eastchester Road is a 
safety hazard for drivers and a 
hot spot for drivers who, unknow-
ingly, make illegal turns onto 
Eastchester Road, even though 
there is no turn signage present.

According to drivers who use 

Waters Place and Eastchester 
Road, the potentially dangerous 
scenario has only gotten worse, 
as cars have been pulled over by 
the police for making left turns 
from a right lane which appears 
as a middle lane to motorists.

Back in July, Nancy Devore, 
a local resident and former em-
ployee of Montefi ore Medical 
Center, was driving northbound 

BY PATRICK ROCCHIO
The push to create a Throggs 

Neck Business Improvement Dis-
trict appears to be making steady 
progress. 

Members of the BID steering 
committee and some business and 
property owners who still were 
not on board with the BID met on 
Thursday, April 27 to work on a 
compromise on issues stalling the 
effort, attendees said. 

Roughly 30 commercial prop-
erty owners and merchants at-
tended the meeting, including 
many in favor of the proposal and 
those with concerns, according to 
attendees.  

Also discussed at an earlier 
meeting was the prospect for state 
funding for parking, pedestrian 
and landscaping improvements 
if a Throggs Neck BID on East 
Tremont Avenue is formed, ac-
cording to Assemblyman Michael 
Benedetto. 

One of the snags for those still 
opposed to the BID was that cor-
ner commercial properties were 
slated to be charged more than 
those with less frontage facing the 
street, said John Bonizio, a TN 
BID steering committee member 
and chairman of the neighboring 
Westchester Square BID.

The original plan was to assess 
the properties at $39 per  linear 
foot, said Bonizio, which would 
have included the sides of corner 
stores.  

“You end up with an inequal-
ity,” said Bonizio. “The guy at the 
corner ends up getting charged a 
lot more (and) some people who 
were opposed to that came to the 
steering committee meeting and 
said it is not fair.” 

Under a compromise, the plan 
is to charge corner properties the 
$39 per foot for the portion of their 
frontage on East Tremont Ave-
nue and a fl at $300 fee for the side 
frontage, he said.
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Waters Place left ‘turn’ 
fi lls city’s coffer

INTERSECTION
RAKES IN $$$

BID push 
resolves 

differences

Print Fashion
The Sports and Arts in Schools Foundation celebrated its annual Speak 
Week from Monday, April 24 to Friday, April 28. The fun yet educational 
event connected students with working professionals from various career 
disciplines and industries. C.S. 134 students designed a fashionable black, 
white and read all over dress.                Photo courtesy of Rubenstein Public Relations

Local motorcycle club 
member killed on I-95
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FREE Cervical and Breast Cancer Screenings
for women ages 21 to 64 who are uninsured or underinsured

What:  FREE Cancer Screenings* and 
Community Health Education

When: Saturday, May 13, 2017 
8:00 AM –2:00 PM

Where: Montefiore Imaging Center
3400 Bainbridge Avenue
Lower Level Suite #300
Bronx, NY 10467

Call to register 

718-920-4600

*Women should expect to wait two to three hours for their test results. 

Opportunity to receive FREE:

•  Cervical cancer screening  
(Pap test), ages 21–64 

• Breast exam

•  Mammogram (age appropriate), 
ages 40–64

• Same-day test results

Other FREE programs and  
services offered:

• Health education resources

• Preventative screening

• Women’s Cancer Screening Program

• Limited children’s activities

•  Hospital campus parking/
transportation

SPEND THE DAY WITH US!

BY ARTHUR CUSANO
Plans to revamp Shoelace 

Park have been approved by 
Community Board 12 and have 
been submitted to the NYC Parks 
and Recreation Department for 
approval.  

“The Parks Committee sees 
fi t that the Shoelace Park Green-
way plan move forward,” CB12 
Parks Committee chair Ivan Bor-
ras told board members at their 
Thursday, April 27 meeting be-
fore board members overwhelm-
ingly approved the project.

The $3.15 million project will 
go towards safety improvements 
for pedestrians and cyclists, en-
hancing the park entrances, and 
create a more defi ned greenway 
in the northeast Bronx park.

“The Bronx River Alliance 
and NYC Parks are very pleased 
to advance this important link 
in the Bronx River Greenway, 
which when completed will be 
a continuous series of parks 
and trails along the full 23-mile 
length of the river,” said Maggie 
Greenfi eld, executive director 
of the Bronx River Alliance and 
Bronx River administrator for 
NYC Parks. 

The project, funded by the 
Transportation Alternatives 
Program of NYS Department of 
Transportation, Borough Presi-
dent Ruben Diaz, Jr. and Coun-
cilman Andy King, will formal-
ize the Bronx River Greenway 
link in the park from 211th 
Street to 229th Street.  

Transportation and Capital 
Projects Committee chairman 
John Isaac said the park was 
also the focus of an April 13 joint 
meeting with the NYC Depart-
ment of Transportation about 
connections into Shoelace Park. 

The DOT is creating more 
friendly bike and pedestrian ac-
cess into the park, he said.

“Our committee recommends 
that we approve these projects 
because all it is a narrowing 
of the intersections, making it 
safer for the kids to cross going 
into the park,” Isaac said. “It’s 
defi ning the corridors and creat-
ing access points into the park.”

Prior to the vote, Judy Hutson 
of the Friends of Shoelace Park 
told board members that King 
had very recently expressed a 
desire to halt the project since 
learning the area was the site of 

the fi rst highway in the United 
States.

She urged board members 

to move forward with the parks 
project.

“We’ve been working on get-

ting that grant since 2009,” Hut-
son said. “We’ve done many 
things in the park and we think 
it’s great that it’s historic and 
we should keep it in a historic 
way but this is the 21st century. 
Instead of being a highway for 
cars, it should be a highway for 
people.”

But Brian Melford from 
King’s offi ce said the council-
man was interested in creating 
an historic recognition to mark 
its historic signifi cance. 

“He actually wants them to 
get the money so he can start the 
second (funding) phase of keep-
ing the site historic,” Melford 
said.

Borras acknowledged King’s 
recent interest in creating a his-
toric attraction at the site before 
the vote, but urged the board to 
continue on with the current 
plans given the time and money 
already invested in the project. 

CB 12 district manager George 
Torres said the letter had been 
submitted and the project looked 
likely to be approved. 

“We voted overwhelmingly 
for that project, so we think it 
will go forward,” he said.

CB12 approves Shoelace Park improvements

Bronx River Alliance executive director and NYC Parks Bronx River administrator 
Maggie Greenfi eld is among those who have worked get a project to renovate 
Shoelace Park off the ground. 
 Bronx River Alliance
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Mother’s D ay
Sunday, May 14, 2017

Special Pre-Fixed & Regular Menu Available

Drink Specials & More

Let’s Take The Time To Make 
Our Moms Know How

Special They Are

Make Your Reservation Early!

Call Or Email For Details

www.fjpine.com



on the two lane Waters 
Place, although a wide 
parking lane creates the 
illusion that Waters Place 
has three lanes.

She made the left turn 
onto Eastchester Road 
from the right lane and was 
pulled over by a police car. 
A car, in front of her car, 
had also been pulled over a 
few minutes earlier.

She received a moving 
violation ticket for mak-
ing an improper turn, even 
though the intersection 
of Waters Place and East-
chester Road has no turn-
only signage for any lanes.

Devore added that she 
has seen many cars turn 
left from the right lane for 
years, which helps driv-
ers make wider turns and 
avoid collisions with on-
coming traffi c from both 
direction on Eastchester 
Road, without any issue.

“Drivers are turning 
left from the right lane - 
which appears as a middle 
lane, because it is the saf-
est option for them,” said 

Devore, who explained 
that turning left from the 
left lane on Waters Place 
puts cars in jeopardy of 
being hit from vehicles 
going in both directions, 
but particularly vehicles 
traveling northbound, on 
Eastchester Road. “We 
need proper signage at this 
intersection - at least give 
people a chance to get into 
the proper lane to make a 
turn before they are pulled 
over. Right now, there is no 
signage saying that driv-
ers can’t turn left from the 
right lane.”

When Devore went to 
fi ght the ticket last month 
at the New York State De-
partment of Motor Vehicles 
at 696 E. Fordham Road, 
after waiting nine months 
to get a hearing, she wit-
nessed others fi ghting the 
same ticket and telling 
stories about the same left 
turn she had made.

She even saw a stack 
of tickets at the hearing 
offi cer’s desk - which she 
believes pertained to the 
same left-hand turn she 

was ticketed for. 
Devore’s ticket costs 

$138 and two points on her 
license, which resulted in 
an increase in her car in-
surance rate.

“I have no problem pay-
ing the fi ne and moving on 
- but I don’t want points on 
my license for something 
that is unjustifi ed,” she 
added. 

“However - this is not 
about me and my situation, 
this is about improving the 
signage on Waters Place 
to create a safer scenario 
for drivers,” Devore con-
cluded.

According to the DOT, 
the green light at the T 
intersection (no head-on 
traffi c) of Waters Place and 
Eastchester Road has a 
two-phase signal - a green 
light for the right lane and 
a green light arrow for the 
left lane. 

The agency also con-
fi rmed that the vacant 
parking lane which is com-
monly mistaken as a right 
lane, is there to allow large 
vehicles space to turn.

The assessment fee 
is billed to the property 
owner, but it is usually 
passed down to the mer-
chant either directly in 
‘pass through clauses’ writ-
ten into leases or indirectly 
through higher rents, said 
Bonizio. 

Additional changes, in-
cluding modifi cations to 
the BID’s proposed fi rst 
year budget, were made to 
keep the cost at $39 per foot, 
said Bonizio. 

The assemblyman, who 
attended the merchant 
meeting the evening be-
fore to lend his support to 
the BID effort, said he ad-
dressed possible state fund-
ing for municipalities that 

could be available if a BID 
is created. 

“I told them that the 
beautifi cation, improve-
ments and the constant 
maintenance that would 
come to the merchant cor-
ridor along East Tremont 
Avenue would be a good 
thing for the community as 
a whole,” said Benedetto. 

Benedetto said that he 
would like to be able to ear-
mark state capital funds to 
make the shopping strip 
more vehicle friendly, walk-
able and picturesque.

He said the BID mecha-
nism would provide a con-
duit for state funding to a 
locally-based ‘qausi-city or-
ganization,’ as BIDs fall un-
der the umbrella of the NYC 

Department of Small Busi-
ness Services. 

“That was my plea to 
them: give me the opportu-
nity to channel funds to a 
worthy cause that will help 
the area in general,” said 
the assemblyman. “It is go-
ing to increase the value of 
those properties and will 
make the Throggs Neck 
community a more attrac-
tive place to live and shop.”

This would ultimately 
benefi t shop owners, he 
said.  

The steering commit-
tee is seeking “broad-based 
support” of commercial 
property owners and busi-
nesses to move forward in 
the legislative process, said 
Bonizio. 
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Throggs Neck BID push 
resolves differences

The proposed boundaries of the Throggs Neck Business Improvement District with a map of included 
properties along E. Tremont Avenue. Photo courtesy of Throggs Neck BID steering

Intersection rakes in $$$;Waters 
Place left ‘turn’ fi lls city’s coffer

Waters Place leading to Eastchester Road, where many cars make left turns from a right lane which 
appears to be a middle lane. Photo courtesy of Nancy Devore
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SOLVE YOUR CHILD’S
READING PROBLEM
ACHIEVE

3 TO 6 YEARS OF
READING IMPROVEMENT

IN ONE YEAR!!!
“A Miracle In The Making!” - CBS TV

Dicker Reading Method
75 Brook Street, Scarsdale | 914.472.0600 | www.DickerReading.com

WATCH THIS VIDEO NOW:
www.nymetroparents.com/listing/Dicker-reading

CHILDREN AT OR
BELOW GRADE LEVEL

WILL BECOME THE
BEST READERS IN

THEIR CLASS
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(l-r) NYBG president Gregory Long, Joe Thompson and Arlene Drayton celebrated the grand reopening 
of the Garden’s East Gate entrance following its extensive reconstruction. Photo by Silvio Pacifi co

BY ROBERT WIRSING
Visiting the New York Botanical Garden 

just got easier.
Following a yearlong project, a grand re-

opening for the Garden’s East Gate was cele-
brated on Thursday, April 27.

Councilman Ritchie Torres; Bronx Parks 
Commissioner Iris Rodriguez-Rosa; Arlene 
Drayton, Community Board 11 Parks Commit-
tee chairwoman; Gregory Long, NYBG CEO 
and William C. Steere Sr. president; Andrew 
Fletcher, Empire State Development deputy 
director; Alexia Nazarian, Empire State De-
velopment project manager; Merrill Hesch, 
NYS Department of Parks, Recreation and His-
toric Preservation regional grants offi cer and 
Joseph Thompson, NYBG Board of Trustees 
member, all attended the conduit’s welcomed 
return.   

The pedestrian gate is a convenient day-
time entrance for Allerton, Olinville and Van 
Nest residents and visitors traveling from NYC 
via the IRT 2 train.

“The reopening of the NY Botanical Gar-
den’s East Gate will ensure more residents, 
particularly in the eastern Bronx, have access 
to this incredible institution,” said Torres.

Tower|Golde’s design for NYBG’s East Gate 
and Green Zone earned an Excellence in De-
sign award by the NYC Public Design Com-
mission in 2014.

The entrance is accessible by a Waring Av-
enue and Bronx Park East walkway leading to 
a bridge overlooking a deep ravine.

The remodeled area features a gently slop-
ing, wheelchair-accessible pathway; new land-
scaping; a Green Material Recycling Center; a 
composting restroom and a pedestrian bridge 
to the Ruth Rea Howell Family Garden.

“There’s no place on Earth like the NYBG, 

it’s a Bronx treasure,” expressed Rodriguez-
Rosa.

The project was supported by $2.2 million 
in city funding provided by Mayor de Blasio; 
Borough President Ruben Diaz, Jr. and the City 
Council; $600,000 in state funding provided by 
Governor Cuomo; NYS Offi ce of Parks, Recre-
ation and Historic Preservation and Empire 
State Development and a $485,000 grant from 
the U.S. Environmental Protection Agency.

“We are deeply grateful to the city, state 
and federal offi cials and agencies whose fund-
ing made it possible for us to provide our neigh-
bors on east side of the Garden with a truly ac-
cessible and inviting way to enter our historic 
landscape,” stated Long.  

Aaron Bouska, NYBG vice president for 
Government and Community Relations, said 
NYBG gave CB 11 and residents advance notice 
early last year that East Gate would close for 
reconstruction.

He added the East Gate site was once a 
holding area for boulders removed during the 
Bronx River Parkway’s construction. 

Drayton noted some ‘Park Closes at Dusk’ 
signs have not been reposted at Waring Ave-
nue following the reconstruction.

“I will speak with the Parks manager to 
make sure the signs are reposted because that 
is the general rule,” she explained. 

The East Gate is open 10 a.m. to 6 p.m. Tues-
days through Sundays and Monday federal 
holidays and 10 a.m. to 5 p.m. from mid-Janu-
ary to mid-February. 

It opens Saturdays at 9 a.m. when grounds 
admissions is free until 10 a.m.

The gate is closed for evening events and 
visitors should utilize NYBG’s Conservatory 
or Mosholu gates.   

NYBG opens 
redesigned East Gate

Connect with several experts who will 
answer your questions and guide you 

through the homebuying process. 

© 2017 Ridgewood Savings Bank

May 16th 
Jerome Avenue Branch 
3445 Jerome Avenue 
6:15–8:15 p.m.  
RSVP: (718) 881-3430

Join us  |  May 16th  |  6:15-8:15 p.m.
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 遵守適用的聯邦民權法律規定，不因種族、
膚色、民血統、年齡、殘障或性別而歧視任何人 。 

注意：如果您使用繁體中文，您可以免費獲得語言援助
服務。請致電  

We’re here for your call.
Toll Free 1.866.586.8044  |  TTY/TDD 1.800.662.1220  |  agewellnewyork.com

MEDICARE ADVANTAGE PLANS SPECIAL ELECTION SEMINARS 

For more information on dates and times at a diner in your community, please call: 

718-484-5000 (ext. 5251) or events@agewellnewyork.com

QUEENS
Georgia Diner - Elmhurst

Atlantic Diner - S. Richmond Hill

Bel Aire Diner - Astoria

Glendale Diner - Glendale

BROOKYLN
Denny’s Diner - Pennsylvania Avenue

Georges Diner - 5th Avenue

New Apolo  - Myrtle Avenue

BRONX
Corky’s - Grand Concourse

Crow Diner - E. 161st Street

Perista Coffee Shop & Restaurant - W. Kingsbridge Rd

MANHATTAN
Lenox Hill Grill - Lexington Avenue

Kitchen Sink - 2nd Avenue

Gracie Corner Diner - E. 86th Street
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BY STEVEN GOODSTEIN
One of the borough’s oldest community 

colleges has embarked on a milestone year.
This year, Bronx Community College is 

celebrating its 60-year anniversary, after the 
school was offi cially opened in 1957.

Established by civic-minded groups to 
meet the growing need for increased higher 
education facilities in the Bronx, BCC cur-
rently serves a student body of just under 
12,000, provides more than 30 academic pro-
grams that prepare students for a career and/
or continuing their education at four-year col-
leges.

“One of the main goals of this school is 
to provide affordable but high quality educa-
tion to fi rst-generation, immigrant and low-
income students who have the determination 
but just need the opportunity to be success-
ful,” said BCC president Thomas Isekenegbe, 
who has held the position since June 2015 and 
originally came here in 1981 from Nigeria. “In 
my opinion, a good education is the key to eco-
nomic success and social mobility.”

Isekenegbe previously served as president 
of Cumberland County College, a community 
college in Vineland, NJ, for six years.

“This school has always had a student-fi rst 
mentality, and I’ve told many of these students 
in the past - one of you will be sitting in my 
chair one day,” Isekenegbe said.

“I owe a lot to BCC - this school is the rea-
son why I have learned so much and have 
been so successful,” said Nicholas Asamoah, 

an honors student who currently serves as the 
president of the BCC Student Government As-
sociation and will graduate in June. “I never 
imagined I would make such an big impact 
here - and there is nothing better than inspir-
ing someone and making their life better.”

Asamoah, a chemistry/psychology major 
who came here from Ghana in 2012, was re-
cently accepted to John Jay College of Crimi-
nal Justice in Law and Society to complete his 

undergraduate degrees.
“They (BCC) made me feel welcome - as 

this school is accepting of all ethnicities and 
cultures,” said Asamoah. “My mom (Patri-
cia) always told me that getting an education 
was very valuable, and, with this education, I 
am very much looking forward to serving my 
community when I go back home.”

“Education gives us the ability to spread 
our wings and discover our potential, and 
when you don’t have an education, you live 
a different life,” said Kirssy Martinez, a 2015 
graduate who came to the Bronx from the Do-
minican Republic at age 14 and became the 
fi rst DREAMer Valedictorian upon gradua-
tion, after receiving a scholarship from The-
Dream.US, a program which aids low-income 
immigrant students who come to the US at an 
early age with no documentation in attempts 
to provide them with a quality education. 
“Education is a privilege - and I was not only 
privileged but blessed to have the opportunity 
to go here. It was one of the greatest things to 
ever happen to me.”

Martinez, who chose to balance fi ve-course 
semesters along with her responsibilities as a 
parent, successfully earned the credits she 
needed to complete her associates degree in 
two years with a 4.0 grade point average. She 
said she gained tremendous support from the 
BCC Child Care Center, which assists student-
parents.

Martinez, who will graduate with a ma-
jor in political science and a minor in public 
policy in June, has also held previous intern-
ships through the UCLA Labor Center, which 
then placed her at the LatinoJustice PRLDEF, 
CUNY Women’s Public Service Internship 
Program and Causus CUNY Scholars Pro-
gram, as part of the Edward T. Rogowsky In-
ternship Program. 

She has also interned for Assemblywoman 
Latoya Joyner and added that she is very in-
terested in politics and actively working so 
that woman can get a seat at the table.

BCC has made a tremendous economic im-
pact, as it is estimated that the higher earn-
ings of its students are 35% more than a high 
school graduate at career midpoint, while the 
average salary of graduate students is just un-
der $32,000. 

In total, the added income attributable to 
the accumulation of credits in the workforce 
exceeds $175 million each year.

The college also provides fi nancial well-
ness, as nine of ten BCC graduates are free of 
federal loan debt.

Approximately 54% of BCC’s students are 
fi rst generation immigrants, while 53% of stu-
dents come from low-income households.

BCC, whose current campus was owned 
by New York University from 1894 until 1973, 
was originally spread across different build-
ings in Fordham Heights and the northwest 
Bronx before NYU sold the campus to NYS 
Dormitory Authority in 1973, making it pos-
sible for BCC to move to the campus.

In 2012, BCC’s 45-acre campus became the 
fi rst community college in the country to be 
declared a National Historic Landmark. 

BCC is also home to the country’s fi rst hall 
of fame, the Hall of Fame for Great Ameri-
cans, which includes 98 statue portraits of 
the county’s historic fi gures, including John 
Adams, Susan B. Anthony, Benjamin Frank-
lin, Alexander Hamilton, George Washington 
Carver, Abraham Lincoln, Thomas Paine, 
Harriet Beecher Stowe, Thomas Jefferson, 
Edgar Allan Poe and Jackie Robinson, among 
others.

On Thursday, May 4, BCC hosted its 60th 
Anniversary Trailblazers Series kick-off with 
fellow alum Kam Wong, who currently serves 
as the president and chief executive offi cer of 
New York’s Municipal Credit Union, which is 
one of the oldest and largest credit unions in 
the country with more than 400,000 members 
and over $2.6 billion in assets.
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POT of GOLD
Sherbee Antiques is a family-owned business that has been 

serving the tri-state area for over 60 years. 
We buy from the full contents of homes and estates 

to single items. We specialize in high-end goods such as 
antiques, art, fi ne porcelain, lighting, bronzes and sculptures. 

We have particular interest in fi ne jewelry, timepieces, 
diamonds, gold and silver. 

If you call we will come to you, free of charge, and evaluate 
what you are selling. We know the value of your possessions 
and are willing to pay top dollar on the spot. Please feel free 
to call seven days a week for a free same day consultation.

You may be sitting on a large fortune. 
Call Sherbee Antiques. They’ll tell you how much.

CALL TODAY 917-748-7622 OR 718-762-7448 
You’ll be glad you did.

Sherbee  Antiques
Est. 1940

BCC celebrates its 60th year anniversary

Martinez (l) with Isekenegbe, Councilman Fernando Cabrera, Joyner, councilmen Jimmy Vacca and 
Ritchie Torres, school faculty and elected offi cials at the 60th Proclamation Ceremony. Photo by Jewel 
Webber
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Runners’ anticipation grew as John Calvelli (front, c), WCS executive vice president, prepared to cut the ribbon to start the race.

(l-r) Third place honorees Christopher Steward and Taylor 
Williams; fi rst place champions Ann Marie, Cooper Melone 
and Tim Campbell and second place victors Jenn Russell, 
Alexander Eberlein and Toby Zitsman.

Con Edison Bronx Public Affairs manager Rolando Infante (back, l) and his 
staff enlightened residents on their energy company’s services.

Jax Tran (l) and Alexandra Hazelton sported 
incredible toucan and tiger inspired face 
paint.

(l-r) Michelle Adam, 5K Run fi rst place champion Tim Camp-
bell, Mario Rodriguez, Tiffany Heineman, James Moor-
mann, Edi Poinescu and Jeremy Raymar embraced their 
wild sides.

Many racers ran in support of perserving wildlife at this year’s Run for 
the Wild.

Bronxites enjoyed some foamy fun at this year’s 
celebration.

More than 5,200 ran, jogged and walked through the Bronx Zoo to save at-risk wildlife. The ninth annual Wildlife Conservation Society’s Run for the Wild, a 5K run and family fun run/walk, 
was held on Saturday, April 29 for runners and walkers to lend their full support for the animals which most inspire them. Following the run, everyone participated in various activities 
including a local microbrew beer garden, a rock climbing wall and a live DJ at the Bronx Zoo’s historic Astor Court.

WCS Run For The Wild Races To Save Wildlife
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BY PATRICK ROCCHIO
The 45th Precinct Com-

munity Council is advocat-
ing for NYPD ‘paid detail’ 
options for local businesses 
that need security in their 
establishments. 

The council unanimously 
voted at its meeting on 
Thursday, April 6 to support 
sending a letter to the NYPD 
asking them to allow off-duty 
police officers to provide paid 
security at bars, nightlife es-
tablishments and cafeteria-
style restaurants. 

The off-duty police officers 
would be paid by private busi-
nesses to ensure safety at any 
restaurant that may be prone 
to safety issues, said Bob Bie-
der, council president. 

“The precinct council felt 
that it makes sense to have 
police there, because that 
is where the problems are,” 
said Bieder. “As far as the lo-
cal community is concerned, 
we need them at the bars and 
restaurants that are serving 
alcohol because they are de-
terrent.” 

Bieder said that many in-
cidents simply would not oc-
cur or escalate into violence 
if there was a police officer 
on premise. 

The council president said 
that there are plenty of bars 
along East Tremont Avenue 
where paid detail might make 
sense for owners, as well as 
on City Island. 

After the board’s vote, 
council member John Doyle 
said he had a discussion with 
a chief at NYPD paid detail, 
in which skepticism was ex-
pressed on the part of police 
about having officers work-
ing in establishments serv-
ing alcohol. 

Current policy prohibits 
it, he explained. 

“We had a conversation 
and they indicated that there 
was not a change in policy at 
this time,” he said. 

Nevertheless, Doyle said 
that the board is pressing 
forward in writing to James 
O’Neill, NYPD commissioner 
about changing policy and 
expanding the program.

“We would like to see paid 
detail available for high 
turnover, high volume estab-
lishments that may be open 
late into the evening,” said 
Doyle.

He added that that he be-
lieves that if paid detail were 
made available to local busi-
ness owners, community 
boards could make stipula-
tions that problematic loca-
tions have paid detail during 

the liquor license renewal 
process. 

He also said that NYPD al-
ready has made an exception 
to its no alcohol rule with 
paid detail at Yankee Sta-
dium.

Bieder said that in addi-
tion to large venues like the 
stadium, paid detail police 
could be of use at community-
oriented locations. 

Hiring paid off-duty police 

officers is not an inexpensive 
proposition for business own-
ers, said Bieder, but he is cer-
tain it would stop crime be-
fore it started. 

“Paid detail is not cheap: 
you have the pay for the police 
officers time and benefits,” he 
said. “But no one is going to do 
something (unlawful) if a cop 
is standing right outside.” 

Barbara Dolensek, City Is-
land Civic Association vice-
president, said that her orga-
nization wrote to the NYPD 
on September 27, 2016 about 
allowing paid detail in restau-
rants, including those serving 
alcohol. 

The organization feels that 
paid detail could be successful 
on City Island, and go a long 
way to improving quality of life 
and traffi c issues, she said. 

Last fall, merchants on the 
island were concerned be-
cause their liability for any 
incidents involving the po-
lice officers could lead to an 
increase in insurance costs 
making paid detail cost pro-
hibitive, she said. 

45th Pct. Council pushes for ‘paid detail’
The full community 

council feels strongly 
that a paid detail 

should be available for 
establishments that 

serve alcohol.
Bob Bieder

45th Precinct 
Community Council president

 Photo by Silvio J. Pacifi co

BY PATRICK ROCCHIO
An organization providing sup-

portive housing held a ‘topping off’ 
ceremony on one its newest build-
ings. 

Members of the organization 
Breaking Ground celebrated the 
completion of the framework on 
one of two adjacent buildings it 
plans to open in 2018 to service 
both formerly homeless people and 
those in need of affordable hous-
ing. 

The ceremony took place on 
Tuesday, April 25 at 1974 Webster 
Avenue, which Brenda Rosen, 
Breaking Ground CEO, said is 
slated to open in January 2018. 

The Webster Avenue building, 
which is eight stories tall and con-
tains a 101,860 square feet, will pro-
vide 170 units of affordable housing 
with support services for  formerly 
homeless people and housing for 
low-income working individuals, 
said Rosen.  

“This particular building will 
support 170 units and is located 
in an area (where) the community 
has asked for housing,” she said. 

An adjacent building at 4275 
Park Avenue, will feature 248-units 
of affordable housing over 12 sto-

ries, and will mainly feature two-
bedroom and three-bedroom units 
for families, said Rosen. 

That building, known as Park 
House, contains 243,760 square 
feet and is expected to get a tem-
porary certifi cate of occupancy by 
summer of 2018, she said. 

The Webster Avenue building 
will have a mix of support services 
for the formerly homeless, includ-
ing case management, primary 
medical care, fi nancial literacy, 
cooking classes, gardening and 
outdoor activities. 

“Whatever people are inter-
ested in that will be benefi cial to 
their health and well-being we try 
to accommodate,” said Rosen.

The activities in the building 
will be available to all residents 
and will center on self-suffi ciency, 
she said. 

“All of this is built around help-
ing you get back on your feet and to 
stay on your feet,” said Rosen.  

The architectural fi rm COOK-
FOX designed the buildings, and 
even their designs promote well 
being.

For example, she said, they ac-
centuate natural light, which has 
been scientifi cally proven to stim-

ulate mental health. 
“One of the priorities for Break-

ing Ground in building supportive 
housing is to have a strong eye to-
wards design,” she said, adding 
that it is design that fi ts into the 
community and promotes health 
and well-being. 

Rosen acknowledged that often 
when people hear about support-
ive housing or a building built on a 
budget for low-income people, they 
often think of an institutional set-

ting or one with “chaos.” 
“What we demonstrate that it 

will be the absolute opposite of 
that,” she said, adding “It will be 
beautiful and well run and will fi t 
right in with the community.” 

A spokesman for Councilman 
Ritchie Torres said that “the coun-
cilman is looking forward to en-
gaging with Breaking Ground as 
the project develops.” 

John Sanchez, Community 
Board 6 district manager said that 

he wasn’t familiar with the specif-
ics of the project because it was  
already in the works before he 
started his position. 

Generally speaking, said San-
chez, community members are 
concerned with a proliferation of 
homeless shelters in CB 6, which 
has the highest concentration of 
shelters of any borough board. 

Permanent housing, on the 
other hand, is what the commu-
nity wants, he said. 

Breaking Ground ‘tops off’ Webster Ave. building 

(l-r) Dave Beer of Breaking Ground; Rick Cook, from CookFox Architects; Brenda Rosen, CEO, Breaking Ground; Fabian Ramir-
ez of Capital One and Blanca Ramirez of Hudson Housing Capital. Photo by Silvio Pacifi co



BY ARTHUR CUSANO
The Bronx may not be the fi rst 

place that comes to mind when 
one thinks of the tech industry, 
but the second annual Bronx 
Tech Expo held Friday, April 28 
at Metropolitan College antici-
pates a change to that percep-
tion. 

The event, spearheaded by 
Borough President Ruben Diaz 
Jr., is aimed at exploring ways 
the borough can benefi t from the 
multifaceted industries that fall 
under “tech,” such as program-
ming, artifi cial intelligence, nan-
otechnology, 3-D manufacturing, 
online commerce, social media 
and video game development. 

While the borough does not 
have much representation in 
those industries, the potential 
is there as depressed industrial 
sites give way to new develop-
ment in the south Bronx. 

That’s how Brooklyn became 
the epicenter of New York’s tech 
industry, explained keynote 
speaker David Belt, who leads 
New Lab at Brooklyn Navy Yard. 

That public-private partner-
ship houses several startups that 
otherwise may not have a place to 

develop. 
“There was no place for hard-

ware, so if you’re an entrepre-
neur who wants to make a physi-
cal product at a high level in New 
York, unless you are part of a uni-
versity or a big company which 
ends up owning all your intellec-
tual property, you have nowhere 
to do it.”

Belt said the borough’s role as 
the city’s breadbasket lends itself 
to programs such as hydroponic 
farming   

“People talk about farm-
to-table, but New York City is 
Bronx-to-table, all the food comes 
through the Bronx,” Belt said.

The Bronx has many areas 
that could facilitate tech indus-
tries, said Adam Lupinsky of 
architectural fi rm WXY, which 
helped develop the now-thriving 
thriving Brooklyn Tech Trian-
gle.

“You look at Port Morris, 
Mott Haven, Hunts Point, the 
Bank Note buildings…you have 
so many assets,” he said. “How 
do you start to draw those assets 
out? And you also have interest-
ing spaces above retail corri-
dors.”

Alfredo Agueiro of the Bronx 
Overall Economic Development 
Corporation explained his or-
ganization’s role overseeing the 
Bronx Empowerment Zones, 

which includes Hunts Point, Port 
Morris and areas along the west-
ern Bronx up to High Bridge. 

The BOEDC lends money 
out at lower rates than banks to 

startups in efforts to kickstart 
economic development and cre-
ate jobs. 

It now has an eye to the future, 
Agueiro said, funding companies 
such as the software development 
company Scenyc (pronounced 
scenic) that now calls the Bronx 
home.

“Now that technology is the 
lynchpin of society and we’re all 
intertwined in that, and the hard 
manufacturing jobs left, we have to 
fi gure out how to support the new 
businesses,” Agueiro said. 

Like Belt, he said the billion-
dollar food industry based in 
Hunts Point was a natural place for 
technology to develop.

“When you place an order with 
Fresh Direct or Marley Spoon, it 
doesn’t print out on somebody’s 
desk and they go collect the items,” 
he explained. “It’s all software-
based, paired with hardware. 
These are the industries BOEDC is 
looking to support.”

Diaz Jr. welcomed the crowd by 
telling them the Bronx wanted a 
slice of the growing tech economy, 
and was building the needed infra-
structure and transportation such 
as four Metro North stations. 
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BY ARTHUR CUSANO
New testing for lead in city 

school water pipes has resulted in 
more elevated results across the 
Bronx and citywide, but NYC De-
partment of Education offi cials say 
there is no cause for concern.   

Elevated samples were detected 
in 1,278 out of the 1,544 DOE schools 
operated buildings citywide. 

In the Bronx, at least one el-
evated sample was found at 251 of 
the department’s 332 schools.

The DOE cautioned that the 
number of drinking fi xtures with 
elevated results over 15 ppb (parts 
per billion) accounted for just 1.5 
percent of all fi xtures that were 
tested. 

All cooking and drinking water 
fi xtures with results over 15 ppb 
were immediately taken offl ine 
and are only placed back online 
once they have been remediated 
and results from updated tests are 
below 15ppb, according to the de-
partment. 

Fixtures with elevated results 
are replaced, as are piping to the 
walls. 

Schools with elevated results 
are also placed on a weekly morn-
ing fl ushing protocol.

Under the old system, pipes 
were fl ushed before testing oc-
curred.  

The new samples were obtained 
after the pipes were allowed to sit 
overnight, which is when lead from 
pipes seeps into the water supply. 

The school with the highest 
number of elevated samples in the 
Bronx was P.S. 234 at 2050 Prospect 
Avenue, with 46 elevated samples. 

The other top ten schools are 
P.S. 12 (27); I.S./H.S. 362 (26); P.S. 
195 (26); I.S. 123 (26); P.S. 15 (25); I.S. 
174 (25); X 450 /Adlai Stevenson Ed-
ucational Campus (25); I.S. 98 (24); 
P.S. 306 (24) and P.S. 152 (23).

Testing at Lehman High School 
found 17 elevated samples, while 
13 were found at the Bronx High 
School of Science.  

Seven elevated samples each 
were found at the Dewitt Clinton, 
Christopher Columbus and James 
Monroe high school campuses. 

The P.S. 83 Annex in Morris 
Park had 19 elevated samples, 
while P.S. 83 itself had fi ve.

One elevated sample was also 
discovered at P.S. 41, which re-
cently underwent remediation af-
ter lead was detected in samples in 
January. 

“Families should rest assured 
that water in schools is safe for 
students and staff to drink,” said 
DOE deputy chancellor Elizabeth 
Rose in a statement.  

“As our citywide test results 
confi rm, the number of elevations 
are minimal and we take immedi-
ate action to remediate all fi xtures 
with results above 15ppb. We have 
shared detailed information with 
schools and families, and will 
continue to keep communities up-
dated,” she added.

“The DOE’s fi ndings are cause 
for concern,” said Councilman 
Ritchie Torres. “We already know 
from the EPA’s standards that the 
level of lead recently found in too 
many of the city’s public schools 
threatens the health and well-
being of thousands of children 
drinking from tainted taps ev-
eryday. The city needs to imme-
diately address any public health 
hazards facing children in schools 
with elevated lead levels.” 

When asked about the issue, 
Assemblyman Mark Gjonaj said 
budget allocations would address 
aging water systems to eliminate 
issues like lead in city pipes.   

“New Yorkers should never 

have to worry about the water com-
ing out of our faucets and drink-
ing fountains,” Gjonaj said. “This 
year’s budget includes $200 mil-
lion for drinking and wastewater 

infrastructure improvements in 
New York City’s watershed. Clean 
water is absolutely essential to our 
health and safety.”

More lead found in Bronx school water

The P.S. 83 Annex is among the buildings in the Bronx found to have elevated lead 
levels in its water pipes. The water systems are being remediated, according to 
the NYC Department of Education.

Bronx Tech Summit looks to bright future

Borough President Ruben Diaz Jr. was the main sponsor of the Second Annual 
Bronx Tech Summit, held at Metropolitan College’s Bronx campus on April 28.
 Community News Group/Arthur Cusano
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BY ROBERT CHRISTIE
Community Board 9 held its 

second monthly Senior Connected 
meeting on Wednesday, April 26 at 
its CB 9 offi ces.

The program allows senior 
citizens and those suffering from 
disabilities – who may not be able 
to come out to the general board 
meetings – to learn what’s going 
on in their community.

Attendees receive minutes from 
each committee meeting and gen-
eral board meeting that occurred 
during the previous month.

Linda Brown, the chair of Se-
nior Connected, said she saw a 
need for this exchange of informa-
tion.

“[The senior citizen and dis-
abled population] cannot come out 
at night to attend our community 
board meeting and there’s no other 
venue or place that they can go to 
get the same information everyone 
else is afforded,” said Brown.

“Here they can get the same in-
formation, hear the same things 
we hear and it’s in the daytime,” 
said Brown.

In addition to providing seniors 
with information about what’s go-
ing on in their neighborhoods, 

community members are also able 
to speak to representatives from 
elected offi cials and local organi-
zations.

During the Wednesday, April 
26 meeting, representatives of 
Senator Jeff Klein, Assemblyman 
Marcos Crespos,  Assemblyman 
Luis Sepulveda and the 43rd Pre-
cinct Community Council were all 
in attendance.

Each spoke about upcoming 
events in the community.

Each meeting will also feature 
a topic that affects senior citizens.

Wednesday’s topic was about 
scamming and senior safety.

Ellen Kolodney, an elder abuse 
specialist with the Bronx Dis-
trict Attorney’s offi ce, and NYPD 
community affairs police offi cers 
explained which scams seniors 
should be aware of.

Kolodney told the attendees to 
never give out their social security 
number to strangers.

In addition, she stressed that se-
nior citizens must be also wary of 
their own family members.

Kolodney said it is possible for a 
granddaughter or grandson to take 
advantage of their grandparents 
kindness and have them co-sign for 

a car that grandchild has no inten-
tion of paying off.

In addition, there are instances 
where strangers call a senior’s 
home and act as if they are a grand-
child in distress in order to steal 
money.

“An ounce of prevention is 
worth a pound of cure,” said Kolod-
ney.

At the end of the meetings, se-
niors are allowed to ask questions 
of the representatives in atten-
dance.

Francis Bost-Quick, a Bronx 
resident for 50-plus years, said hav-
ing a program such as Senior Con-
nected is “very vital.”

“I think it’s a place where you 
can say what you have to say with-
out feeling uncomfortable,” Bost-
Quick added. “I’ll come back; it was 
a good experience.”

Barbara A. Johnson, who’s lived 
in the CB 9 area for 40-plus years, 
said she doesn’t go to the general 
board meetings due to other obliga-
tions and this is easier for her.

“Also if you want to have other 
people involved and encourage 
them to come - especially seniors 
- they’re more likely to come out 
in the daytime than in the night 
time,” said Johnson.

Brown said the fi rst meeting, 
which took place on March 23, had 
approximately 67 members and 
fi lled the CB 9 meeting room.

Each Senior Connected Meet-
ing is held on the fourth Wednes-
day of each month and runs from 
10 to 11 a.m.

CB 9 holds Senior Connected meeting

Community Board 9 held its second monthly Senior Connected meeting on Wednesday, April 26 at the CB 9 offi ces. Photo 
Courtesy of Robert Christie
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BRONX WEEK 2017

BY STEVEN GOODSTEIN
The month of May means only one 

thing for Bronxites - Bronx Week!
This coming Thursday, May 11 will 

kick-off Bronx Week 2017, an annual fes-
tival which celebrates the art, business, 
culture, history, food, music and points 
of interest that the borough has to offer.

Borough President Diaz’ media pre-
view and celebration to kick off Bronx 
Week 2017 will be held in Veteran’s Me-
morial Hall on Monday, May 8.

The borough-wide celebration, which 
will mark the 46th annual Bronx Week, 
will take place from Thursday, May 11 to 
Sunday, May 21.

The ten-day festival will include 
events such as the 19th annual Bank-
ers Breakfast on Friday, May 12, which 
will see over 400 accountants, attorneys, 
business owners, fi nancial leaders, real 
estate brokers and technical assistance 
providers come together in support of 

A celebration of the borough’s best 
- BRONX WEEK 2017

Business Initiative Corporation of New 
York’s 504 loan program.

The Bronx Ball, a black-tie, star-stud-
ded event which honors the Bronx Walk 
of Fame inductees, will take place on 
Saturday, May 20. 

Last year, the event paid homage to 

award-winning photographer and au-
thor Arlene Alda and television and fi lm 
star Vincent Pastore, among others.

The Bronx Week 2017 parade will 
take place on Sunday, May 21 along Mo-
sholu Parkway, and will include arts, 
food and music. Celebrities, march-
ing bands, community organizations, 
schools, sports teams and civic groups 
will be involved in the parade’s festivi-
ties. The parade will begin at 11:30 a.m.

A Food & Arts festival will follow 
the parade, where visitors will have an 
opportunity to purchase food as well as 
hand-crafted and specialty items from 
Bronx-based artists. The Bronx Health 
Pavilion will also offer free health 

screenings and health insurance infor-
mation.

A Bronx Week concert featuring lo-
cal talent will also take place - more 
than likely during the parade. Last year, 
the concert included performances by 
Bronx-born freestyle dance singer Judy 
Torres, salsa singer Tito Nieves and hip 
hop group Naughty By Nature. The time 
or the line up of the concert has not yet 
been announced.

Bronx Week, which was originally 
called Bronx Day, has been held annu-
ally since 1971.

In 2010, Bronx Week was moved from 
June to May in order to get more partici-
pation from schools in the borough.

In 2011, the Empire State Building 
was lit up in the colors of the Bronx fl ag, 
which consists of orange, white and 
blue horizontal stripes, to honor Bronx 
Week’s 40th anniversary.

The inductees of the 2017 Bronx Walk 
of Fame induction, which concludes 
Bronx Week each year are: innovator 
Dr. Manny Villafana,  whose design and 
implementation of a device enhanced the 
pacemaker; actor Selenis Leyva, from the 
Netfl ix series ‘Orange is the New Black’; 
DJ Funkmaster Flex, who hosts a New 
York hip-hop radio show; and singer/
songwriter Prince Royce, writer of ‘Stand 
By Me’ and the recently released ‘Deja 
vu’, a duet with Shakira. 

An offi cial Calendar of Bronx Week 
events has not yet been published.

For more information on Bronx 
Week, visit the Bronx Tourism Council’s 
website at www.ilovethebronx.com.

Diaz kicks off Bronx Week 2012 at the Bronx County Courthouse. File photo

For more 
information on Bronx 
Week, visit the Bronx 

Tourism Council’s 
website at

www.ilovethebronx
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BY ARTHUR CUSANO
Efforts to make The 

Westchester Avenue overpass 
that crosses the Hutchinson River 
Parkway safer are underway af-
ter years of complaints and acci-
dents.

Work to raise the bridge ceil-
ing to prevent large trucks from 
hitting it has begun, and over-
night lane closures were sched-
uled to run through Friday, May 
5, according to the NYC Depart-
ment of Transportation. 

The closures were in effect 
from the East Tremont exit to the 
Pelham Parkway east exit. 

One travel lane will remain 
open at all times.

“The Westchester Avenue 
Bridge rehabilitation project is 
in place in order to maintain a 
state of good repair, as well as ad-
dress substandard vertical clear-
ance and reduce the occurrence 
of future bridge strikes,” a DOT 
spokesperson said.  “The contrac-
tor received a notice to proceed in 
August of 2016 and we anticipate 
completion in the fall of 2021.”

The project fi rst announced 
in April of 2016, will result in 
a complete replacement of the 
Westchester Avenue overpass, 
raising the clearance on the park-
way from 9 to 11 feet to at least 12 
feet, six inches. 

The plan also includes adding a 
right turn lane onto Waters Place 
at the southbound Westchester 
Avenue exit off the parkway. 

The bridge has been the scene 
of numerous accidents over the 
years caused by errant trucks 
traveling on the Hutchinson 
River Parkway failing to properly 
account for the height of their 
vehicle or a trailer, which would 
collide with the bottom of the 
bridge.

Community Board 10 presi-
dent Martin Prince said he had 
just received a notice of certifi -
cation on one part of the ongoing 
project about changing the grade 
of the bridge and the roadway 
at Westchester Avenue between 
Waters Place and the eastbound 
Hutchinson River Parkway. 

“They want to lower some of 
the road and raise some of the 
bridge to try and prevent acci-
dents and damage that occurs 
from trucks that roll under there,” 
Prince said.

The work will require an offi -
cial map change, he said, which 
will require a public hearing in  
CB10 and the adjacent Commu-
nity Board 11. 

That public hearing will be 
scheduled in the coming weeks.

However there is concern the 
ongoing project will add to the 

area’s already robust traffi c head-
aches. 

Councilman  James Vacca 
said he was concerned about the 
increased traffi c the project will 
bring. 

Vacca has been a vocal critic of 

the current street setup, which re-
sults in heavy traffi c on both the 
bridge and nearby side roads. 

The nearby Hutchinson Metro 
Center and the new city 911 Call 
Center have also added to road 
congestion in the area.  

“There are a series of projects 
causing gridlock in our neighbor-
hood and this construction will 
only make it worse,” he said. “The 
city needs to get their act together 
and come up with a plan to miti-
gate the inconvenience.”

Sampson was declared 
dead on arrival by fi rst re-
sponders. 

Approximately 20 mem-
bers of the Tru 31 Motor-
cycle Club who were also 
returning from the memo-
rial, gathered at the scene 
of the accident to pay their 
respects to their fallen 
friend. 

Club leader Haymes 
Harris said he and fellow 
members were still grap-
pling with the sudden trag-
edy. 

“It’s like losing your 
own blood - like losing one 
of your family members,” 
he said. “For those who 
were there, it’s a constant 
struggle because it’s still 
replaying in their minds.” 

Sampson had been with 
the club since its inception 
in 2013 and served as a pub-
lic liaison to the commu-
nity, Harris said. 

The non-profi t club 

wants to change the percep-
tion of motorcycle clubs, 
and is involved in charity 
fundraisers for organiza-
tions such as the March of 
Dimes, he added.

“We formed the club to 
make a change and have an 
impact in the community 
and each other, to keep each 
other out of harm’s reach 
and make sure we stay to-
gether,” he said.

Elizabeth Gill, the 47th 
Precinct Community Coun-
cil president, said she was 
awoken early Saturday 
morning by an police offi -
cer calling to inform her of 
the accident.

“It was devastating,” 
she said. “By the time I got 
dressed and got to the scene 
they were already remov-
ing the body. He was a nice 
young man. His family is 
devastated.” 

Tru 31 had become ac-
tive at precinct meetings in 
recent months in an effort 

to build better relations be-
tween bikers and the gen-
eral public, Gill said.

“They came to me and 
wanted to know what they 
could do to improve police 
and community relations, 
which is what the police 
council is all about,” Gill 
said. “They started coming 
to the meetings and I got to 
know them, and they volun-
teered to do many things in 
the community. I have a dif-
ferent view of bikers since I 
met these guys.”

Family and friend visi-
tation for Sampson will be 
held on Wednesday, May 10 
from 4 to 9 p.m. at McCall’s 
Funeral Home, 4035 Bronx-
wood Avenue. 

Memorial services will 
be held Thursday, May 11 
at Grace Baptist Church in 
Mount Vernon at 11 a.m., 
with burial at Mount Hope 
Cemetery in Hastings-on-
Hudson.
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Local motorcycle club member killed on I-95

Police laid a white sheet over the body of Sheldon ‘Shaq’ Sampson, a Tru 31 Motorcycle Club member, 
killed on the Bruckner Expressway early Saturday morning. Photo by Edwin Soto

Work has begun on the Westchester Avenue Bridge over the Hutchinson River Parkway to make the bridge higher and 
roadway safer to prevent accidents. Arthur Cusano

Westchester Ave. bridge reconstruction begins
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