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MP marijuana operation smoked out

POLICE RAID
GROW HOUSE

Matthew Cruz new CB 10 District Mgr.
Continued on Page 64

Continued on Page 64

TCICOLLEGE.EDU
718.831.6533

ATTEND OUR OPEN HOUSE
MAY 4, 1-7PM
CLASSES START MAY 11.

LOOKING TO GET AHEAD?
GET A DEGREE
FASTER AT
TCI COLLEGE.

Artistic Expression
Bronx Park East Community Association and other Bronxites ral-
lied outside of Artist and Craftsman Supplies on Friday, April 21 
to protest its closing which would leave the Bronx without any art 
supply stores. Sal Russo’s sign exemplifi ed everyone’s frustration 
over closing the borough’s only art supply store. See full story on 
page 6.                                          Photo by Silvio Pacifi co

BY PATRICK ROCCHIO
Beginning in June, Com-

munity Board 10 will have a 
new district manager on the 
job. 

A CB 10 search committee 
selected Matthew Cruz from 
among three fi nalists on Fri-
day, March 31. 

Cruz was unanimously 
voted in on Thursday, April 20 
by the full board. 

He replaces Kenneth 
Kearns, who resigned and 

stopped working at the board 
in September, but remained 
on the payroll for some time 
because of accrued vacation. 

Cruz comes to CB 10 from 
the NYC Department of Build-
ings, where he worked in in-
tergovernmental relations.

He said requests for zoning 
enforcement from CB 10 are 
a frequent part of his work at 
DOB, and knows that it is a top 
board concern. 

Cruz, a ‘millennial’ who is 

25-years-old, said he believes 
that the board chose him for 
his energy and work ethic. 

“I think they wanted some-
one who knew the district well 
and who had great relation-
ships with the stakeholders of 
the community,” he said, add-
ing that he cannot wait to get 
started.  

His fi rst day will be on 
Monday, June 5. 

BY ARTHUR CUSANO
A Bronx man was nabbed 

for allegedly operating a large 
indoor weed farm two days be-
fore International Pot Smok-
ing Day. 

Ernest Guttilla, 48, was 
arrested at around 2 p.m. on 
Tuesday, April 18 at his 1723 
Fowler Avenue home after po-
lice offi cers from the 49th Pre-
cinct responded to the house 
on a tip that it was being used 
as a ‘grow house’, said precinct 
commander Captain Thomas 

Alps.
“There was crack cocaine 

in plain view,” Alps said. “And 
he was on a parole warrant for 
burglary and had been miss-
ing for the past four years, so 
it was a big win that we found 
him.”

Police offi cers returned 
with a search warrant the next 
day and found approximately 
50 pounds of marijuana plants 
growing inside four rooms on 
the second fl oor of the private 
home. 

Charts on chalkboards de-
tailed when to harvest each 
plant.

“It was very elaborate - it 
was sealed off and insulated,” 
Alps said. “There were electri-
cal wires running to the up-
per fl oors. The water line was 
tapped into and there was a 
water irrigation system on the 
top fl oor to feed the plants.” 

Also found were 30 heat 
lamps and four large HEPA 
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Visit Our NEW Web-Site: www.reliablebronxdentist.com
Go To Our Blog To See Our Weekly Specials! 

Vist Our New Web-ite: www.reliablebronxdentist.com
For More Information Visit Us At 

www.bronxdentistny.com

(718) 547-5280
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EAST GATE

A NEW DAYTIME PEDESTRIAN ENTRANCE

Now open during regular Garden hours:  

Tuesday–Sunday and Monday Holidays, 10 am–6 pm

Visiting the Garden just got easier for everyone with the 

opening of the East Gate. Visitors using the East Gate 

enter the Garden by the Ruth Rea Howell Family Garden 

and Edible Academy, where they can hop on the tram 

with an All-Garden Pass for easy transportation to other 

areas of the Garden or begin their visit by strolling down 

Magnolia Way.

Also, easy to reach by the 2 Train to Allerton Avenue

BY ROBERT CHRISTIE
Woodlawn Affi liates LLC, 

on Friday, April 21 asked Com-
munity Board 12 not to vote 
on the company’s request for a 
Letter of Support for its Wood-
lawn Senior Living in its cur-
rent design.

CB 12 was scheduled to pos-
sibly vote on the senior project 
at its monthly full board meet-
ing.

According to Erica Keller 
of Woodlawn Affi liates LLC, 
the company plans to make 
changes to the proposal based 
on the community feedback it 
received.

The project, which is being 
sponsored by United Church of 
Jesus Christ, was likely look-
ing at a rejection from the com-
munity board, according to CB 
12’s Housing Committee chair-
person Robert Hall.

For weeks, the Woodlawn 
community has voiced their 
displeasure with the senior 
housing plan.

Residents took issue with 
the project’s lack of parking, 
its siting on the busy E 233rd 
Street parcel, the income lim-
its for potential tenants and the 
building’s number of units.

Assemblyman Jeffrey Di-

Woodlawn Senior Living returns to drawing board

nowitz, Councilman Andrew 
Cohen, and Senator Jeff Klein - 
all of whom have been very vo-
cal on their concerns with the 
project - released a joint state-
ment following Woodlawn Af-
fi liate’s announcement.

“The proposed develop-
ment had many fl aws includ-
ing the size of units in the 
building and traffi c concerns 
on East 233rd Street, all of 
which have been raised by lo-
cal residents at many commu-
nity meetings,” the statement 
read. “The community was vo-
ciferously opposed to this pro-

posal, and this is the logical 
step to take.” 

The statement continued, 
“Although Woodlawn Affi li-
ates LLC plans to retain this 
property and go back to the 
drawing board, this is a major 
win for the community.”

Keller said Woodlawn Af-
fi liates is looking into chang-
ing the income limits to make 
it easier for Woodlawn seniors 
to live in the apartments.

According to the current 
proposal, the housing will 
serve residents making 60 per-
cent of the NYC area median 

income (AMI).
This translates to $38,100 

per year for one person and 
$43,500 annually for a family 
of two.

Dinowitz and Klein felt 
these fi nancial requirements 
excluded Woodlawn residents 
since many earn too much 
money to qualify for the apart-
ments.

“There are only studio 
apartments and the income 
limits are so low no one in 
Woodlawn would be eligible,” 
Dinowitz said.

“It’s very diffi cult to ask 

people to support a housing de-
velopment for seniors when not 
one of the seniors in the Wood-
lawn community could live 
there,” said Klein.

Keller said the company 
will also look at adjusting how 
big the project is since some 
community residents took is-
sue with the development’s 92-
unit size.

Woodlawn is largely a com-
munity with single family 
homes.

Keller said Woodlawn Affi l-
iates LLC plans to return to the 
community board with a re-
vised proposal before the sum-
mer begins.

She added the group does 
not plan to meet with any more 
stakeholders before they return 
to the community board.

“We’ve gotten a plethora 
of feedback that we need to in-
corporate before continuing 
the conversation,” Keller said. 
“They’re not going to say any-
thing different than they have 
already said and we need to 
have time to react to that.”

Keller said the company 
has also informed city agen-
cies they will not be moving 
forward with the project in its 
current form.

Woodlawn Affi liates LLC told Community Board 12 on Friday, April 21 that it is revising its plan for Woodlawn 
Senior Living. Photo Courtesy of Robert Christie
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Sunday, May 14th, 2017 - 12pm to 5pm, Reservations 718.792.8844

Adults: $62 | Children’s Menu: $25 

Music, Dining & Dancing, Featuring “Don’t Stop The Music”

around
townby Patrick Rocchio

Carl and Anna Savoca

Loretta Gross

The Bronx Times Reporter 
will publish your announce-
ments. Send announcements 
along with photo to: Bronx 
Times Reporter, 3604 E. Trem-

ont Avenue, Bronx, NY 10465 or 
e-mail Bronxtimes@aol.com. 
Please include a phone number 
or a way to contact you in case 
of questions. 

Hello readers and welcome 
to another edition of Around 
Town. 

Happy Anniversary! 

Carl and Anna Savoca 
celebrated their 36th wed-
ding anniversary on Tuesday, 
April 25. 

Congratulations from your 
loving husband Carl.

Turning 105-years-old 

Loretta Gross celebrated 
her 105th birthday on Tues-
day, April 25 at Providence 

Rest. 
Happy birthday mom, love 

your children, grandchildren 
and great-grandchildren. 

Happy Birthday hus-

band 

John Gaffney receives 
congratulations from his wife 
Maria Gaffney on his birthday 
on Saturday, April 22. 

Maria says: You are a won-
derful husband. I love you very 
much. 
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have 
stuff?

We have the space!

NOW OPEN AT

718-684-6448
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BY ARTHUR CUSANO
Just months after it lost its 

only bookstore last year, the 
Bronx has now lost its sole 
dedicated art supply store.

Borough residents gath-
ered in front of the Artist & 
Craftsman Supply store at 
3961 White Plains Road on 
Friday, April 21, as the store 
closed its doors for the fi nal 
time at 5 p.m. 

Many, like Raphael Sch-
weizer, were local artists sad-
dened to lose the only conve-
nient store just two-and-a-half 
years after it opened.

Schweizer said that while 
there are Michael’s stores in 
the area, the large arts and 
crafts box store does not carry 
the extensive stock of high-end 
products serious artists use. 

He likened the loss to that 
of the Barnes & Noble book-
store in Bay Plaza, which shut 
down at the end of last year.

“Just like it was important 
to have a dedicated bookstore 
in the Bronx, it’s important 
to have a dedicated art supply 
store for canvas, brushes and 
paints,” he said. “The Bronx 
is the most affordable borough 
in New York City, and artists 

Bronx loses short-lived art supply store

take refuge in that and live 
here.”

Schweizer, who is also ac-
tive in the Bronx Park East 
Community Association, said 
the store’s Wakefi eld location 
was not ideal. 

He said he would love to 
see an art store open some-
place closer to the center of the 

Bronx, maybe in the Pelham 
Parkway or Fordham Road 
area where there is extensive 
mass transit options. 

Artist & Craftsman Sup-
ply maintains 35 employee-
owned stores nationwide, 
mostly along the east and west 
coasts. 

However just six now re-
main in New York state: one in 
Harlem, four in Brooklyn and 
another in Franklin Square, 
Long island.

 Robert Dingman, the se-
nior regional manager for 
Artist & Craftsman Supply, 
said it was not a sudden rent 
hike that led to the closing, but 
ongoing concerns about fi nan-
cial viability. 

“We’re sad to have to close 
this store down,” Dingman 
said Friday afternoon after 
closing shop. “We’ve given it 
a pretty good effort but cur-
rently we’re not fi nancially 
positioned to continue. But 
hopefully in the next ten to 
twelve months, we can start 
looking at a new location and 
the Bronx is high up on our 
list.”

Rally participant Francine 
Alheid of City Island teaches 

watercolor paint classes in 
the north Bronx. She said she 
worried about where she and 
her students would get their 
supplies.

“It’s diffi cult to go all the 
way into Manhattan, and it’s 
hard to fi nd exactly what you 
need online,” Alheid said. “To 
not have this facility here, it’s 
very upsetting to me. It’s just 
another thing not available in 

the Bronx.”
Also attending the rally 

was 13-year-old Alisha Ayala, 
who said she had planned to 
take classes at the store and 
said she was devastated to 
hear it was closing.

“I bought my fi rst sketch-
book here because I had a pas-
sion to draw,” she said. “Now 
that it’s closing down, that’s a 
lost opportunity.”

Rob Digman, Artist & Craftsman 
Supply senior regional manager, 
thanked the demonstrators for 
their support. Photo by SIlvio Pacifi co

Community members of all ages rallied outside of Artist & Craftsman 
Supply last Friday. Photo by Silvio Pacifi co
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Join Us On
Thursday, May 4th 11am to 3pm

To Celebrate Our Award



BRONX TIMES REPORTER, APRIL 28-MAY 4, 20178    BTR

the

Reservations: 718-654-4200
3371 Eastchester Road, Bronx, N.Y. 

One Hour Smorgasboard
Four Hours Dining & Dancing

Featuring:
Deluxe Cocktail Hour
• Carving Station 

• Seafood Station • Pasta Station 
• Chafing Station 

• Antipasto Station

Spring Salad

Alive 'n' Kickin' 
Orchestra

Choice of:Dinner
ENJOY UNLIMITED

ROLLING BAR
THROUGHTOUT

THE DINNER

FREE
Gift for

Mom!

All for$6200
Plus 10% Service Charge

Includes sales tax

per person

CHICKEN TENDERS
FRENCH FRIES 
PIZZA WEDGE

BY STEVEN GOODSTEIN
Residents of a University 

Avenue apartment building are 
fi ghting for better living condi-
tions and less landlord harass-
ment.

On Monday, April 17, ten-
ants of 1841-1847 University Av-
enue, along with members of 
the Northwest Bronx Commu-
nity & Clergy Coalition, Coun-
cilman Fernando Cabrera and 
other elected offi cials, held a 
press conference to focus on 
their living conditions.

Following the conference, 
many of the tenants opened 
the doors to their apartments 
to show examples of their poor 
living conditions.

The list of the building’s de-
fi ciencies seemed endless.

For more than six months, 
tenants of the 6-story, pre-war 
building have been faced with  
a lack of heat and hot water, 
water leaks, mold, broken ap-
pliances, collapsing ceilings, 
a non-working intercom, poor 
hallway lighting, broken mail-
boxes ands rodent and roach 
infestations.

Tenants have also been 
faced with a lack of essential 
repairs, such as broken plumb-

University Ave. tenants fi ght for better housing

ing and holes in the fl oors and 
walls.

The residents claim they 
have also been persistently ha-
rassed by the building man-
agement company, Universal 
Heights 18 LLC, as well as land-
lord Robert Khomari, while 
their rent has either increased 
or been overcharged without 
merit.

Many of the residents have 
received threatening letters 
from the landlord and manage-
ment company demanding that 
they pay money which they do 
not owe, while others have been 
told that they have days to move 
out, even though they are up to 

date on their rent payments, ac-
cording to the complaints.

“My rent has skyrocketed, 
and for an apartment with 
roaches, mice and no repairs 
- that’s not right,” said tenant 
Chastity Pagan, whose rent in-
creased to $1,600 in a month, 
which is $200 more than she 
used to pay. “I’m worried that I 
am going to be homeless if this 
continues.”

“The landlord is trying to 
bully us - especially the elderly 
residents,” said another resi-
dent who has lived in the build-
ing for the last 47 years but 
wished to remain anonymous, 
and who has also experienced 

what she believes are illegal 
rent increases. “I know I’m 
paying my rent because I cer-
tify everything and get a notice 
every month, but he (the land-
lord) still sends me letters say-
ing I owe him money.”

“These tenants are standing 
up for their right to live in de-
cent conditions and not be ha-
rassed by landlords when they 
have paid their rent and met 
all of their responsibilities,” 
said Councilman Fernando Ca-
brera, who also said that more 
than 70% of the cases handled 
by his offi ce are related to hous-
ing issues.

Cabrera recently called 

for legislation requiring NYC 
Housing Preservation and 
Development to implement a 
zero tolerance policy against 
landlord harassment and poor 
building conditions.

“I am a strong advocate for 
tenants - and I stand with these 
residents to call for an immedi-
ate end to deplorable conditions 
of their homes as well as land-
lord harassment,” he added.

Last month, the tenants 
sent a letter to the management 
company asking them for a 
meeting to address the housing 
defi ciencies, but they did not 
get a reply.

However, with the assis-
tance of the NWCCC and the 
Support of Legal Service, the 
tenants recently fi led a case in 
the NYC Housing Court. NWB-
CCC has also assisted the ten-
ants in strategizing a response 
to the extensive incidents of ha-
rassment.

The building currently has 
ten open violations with the 
NYC Department of  Buildings, 
according to the Building In-
formation System.

Khomari, as well as Univer-
sal Heights 18 LLC, did not re-
turn requests for comment.

A group of Morris Heights renters rallied on University Avenue Monday to demand their landlord improve living 
conditions in the building. Photo by Edwin Soto
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CALL 1-855-70-COHEN (26436)

www.cohensgentledental.com
*MOST INSURANCE PLANS

& MEDICAID ACCEPTED

PARTIALS

Metal Partial: 
$800
Acrylic Partial: 
$600

SAME DAY

DENTURES

Reg. $1500
Now $1199

VALPLAST 

FLEXIBLE 

PARTIALS

Reg. $1500
Now $1200

IMPLANTS
STARTING AT

$999

2 IMPLANT
LOWER 
OVERDENTURE  

$4500

EXPIRES 01/30/17

Call Now And Receive
Our Special
1 HOUR
ZOOM!

Teeth Whitening
Special

Regular Price $500 - $400 w/this ad

Smile with Whiter! Brighter! Healthier Teeth!

With An Extreme Smile Makeover!

*X-Rays, exam and cleaning 
are required before treatment

X-Rays and Cleaning

$75
with this ad

NEW PATIENT SPECIAL EXAM

Cohen’s Gentle Dental
183 West 231 Street

Bronx, NY 10463
718-543-1123

Cohen’s Gentle Dental
1 East Fordham Road

Bronx, NY 10468
718-365-0990

Cohen’s Gentle Dental
4260 Broadway

New York, NY 10033
212-923-5555

Cohen’s Gentle Dental
2169 White Plains Rd.

Bronx, NY 10462
718-597-6314

Cohen’s Gentle Denta
100 Alcott Place

(Co-Op City)
Bronx NY 10475
718-585-4400

NEW
LOCATION

427 FORT WASHINGTON AVE
SUITE 1C, NY NY 10033

212-923-7644
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Since 1937, the RWDSU has represented the employees at
Bloomingdale’s flagship store on 59th Street. The store is a 
New York City institution and an internationally famous tourist

destination. Every year it generates millions of dollars in profits for
Bloomingdale’s and serves as an icon for the upscale retail chain. 

The customer service provided by RWDSU Local 3 members is one
of the reasons for the enduring popularity at this iconic store.
Bloomingdale’s workers’ customer service and skills on the sales floor
at the 59th street store have helped establish the Bloomingdale’s brand
which has benefited the retailer’s sales both in-store and online. 

That’s why it’s important that Bloomingdale’s invests in its workers.
They want the in-store experience to be a positive one for customers,
created by motivated workers. Bloomingdale’s needs to negotiate a fair
new contract with its workers by the May 1 deadline. Negotiations have
so far been difficult, with the company asking for unreasonable
givebacks and refusing to address issues with the commission policy
that are hitting workers’ paychecks hard.

At 59th Street, online sales are happening because of the work Local
3 members do on the sales floor – often spending hours providing
service to customers who then finalize their sales online. In fact,
Bloomingdale’s has placed signs in the store encouraging customers to
finalize their purchases online. Workers’ time and attention are helping to
make sales every day, but commissions that should be going to them are
instead being pocketed by management. This is resulting in huge pay cuts
for Bloomingdale’s workers, the majority of whom are paid only through
their commissions. Bloomingdale’s workers are reporting that they are
taking home at least 20 percent less than they were five years ago.

Bloomingdale’s management has so far refused to consider
reasonable solutions to this issue that would reward commission pay
from these types of sales while still providing customers with the option
to pay online for in-store sales. In addition, Bloomingdale’s health care
benefits are becoming unaffordable for workers, with premiums going
up each year and outpacing employee wage increases. The company
also wants to take away hard-won seniority rights and other benefits
from senior employees. And, Bloomingdale’s workers are also being
harmed by a store policy which requires them to give up commissions
even months after a sale is made if an item is returned. When they get
their paychecks they don’t even know if they will be able to keep the
money they have earned or will be forced to return it at a later date.

The bottom line is that Bloomingdale’s needs to reinvest in its
workforce to build for the future, and to protect its brand. It’s what will
keep people shopping at Bloomingdale’s and online. It’s more important
than ever that Bloomingdale’s ensures a positive in-store experience –
and not just to make sales, but to preserve the mystique of the
Bloomingdale’s brand that transcends their brick-and mortar stores. 

RWDSU members will not accept a contract
that diminishes the value they provide for
Bloomingdale’s. And Bloomingdale’s shouldn’t
pursue a contract that will hurt their workers
as well as their standing as a premier
shopping destination and experience.

By Stuart Appelbaum, President
Retail, Wholesale and Department Store Union, UFCW

www.rwdsu.org

Our Perspective

Bloomingdale’s
Needs to Recognize
Value of Its Workers

INJURED WHALE OFF ORCHARD BEACH

40 Precinct
Friday, April 14 at 1:00 a.m.  --  A burglary 

was reported after someone entered a laundro-
mat at 675 Morris Avenue.  The person tried to gain 
access to cash register, but failed to break its lock.. 
The black man, who was between 18-years-old and 
25-years-old, damaged security cameras at the loca-
tion and other store property by spraying a fire extin-
guisher before fleeing the scene. The man was wear-
ing a black T-shirt with the words ‘Not Today’ on the 
front, along with black sneakers and gray pants. 

41 Precinct 
Tuesday, March 21 at 12:01 a.m. -- An as-

sault and robbery took place as a police’s ‘person 
of interest’ boarded a subway train at Longwood 
Avenue and approached a 23-year-old woman, 
who had boarded the train at another station. The 
person, a 47-year-old black man, punched the vic-
tim in the face several times and stole her wallet. 
The wallet had $500. The man fled the train at the 
East 149th Street station and the victim, who was 
suffering from facial swelling and pain, was treat-
ed by EMS. She refused further medical attention. 

42 Precinct
Thursday, March 16 at 3:29 p.m. -- A male His-

panic entered a pharmacy at 1767 Southern Boule-
vard through a side entrance, took an elevator to the 

basement, and stole about $3,675 worth of products 
from the store. He was in his thirties and had a medi-
um complexion. He was last seen wearing a tan skull 
cap, black sneakers, black hooded jacket and black 
jeans. 

45 Precinct 
Saturday, March 25 at 4:20 a.m. --  A 28-year-

old man who fell asleep on the train was in for a ‘rude 
awakening’ when it arrived at Pelham Bay Station. As 
he awoke, he found a person removing a cellphone 
from his front pants pockets. The victim resisted and 
demanded the phone back and a struggle happened. 
Cops’ ‘person of interest’ punched and kicked the vic-
tim on the back and on his legs. 

As the struggle went on, the person took the vic-
tim’s wallet from his rear pants pocket. While this was 
occurring, the victim caused the individual to drop his 
own cellphone. Once the doors opened and the train 
was completely in the station, the individual fled the 
scene with the victim’s cellphone and wallet which 
contained around $15. The victim was not injured 
during the incident. 

Sunday, April 9 at 7:50 p.m. -- Two people en-
tered a cellular store in a Co-op City mall and moved 
three employees to the rear of the store at gunpoint. 
They forced the employees to open a safe that con-
tained electronics and took the merchandise. They 
then zip tied the employees and fled the location. The 
people involved in the robbery got over 280 items 
from the store, including iPhones, iPads and smart 
watches. 

An injured minke whale attempted to beach itself at Orchard Beach last Sunday. Spec-
tators and specialists were on the scene Sunday, April 23 as emergency responders 
attempted to free the distressed 10-foot mammal stranded in the Bronx Riviera’s 
shallow waters around noon. The NYPD’s Harbor and Emergency Services units and 
a marine specialist used straps to keep the animal in the water until reinforcements 
arrived. The Riverhead Marine Foundation was called in to evaluate the young minke 
whale’s status. The whale was euthanized despite efforts by EMS, fi rst responders 
and good Samaritans to push the whale back into deeper water. An autopsy will be 
performed to determine if the whale was sick.                  Photo by Miriam Quin
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LETTERS TO THE EDITOR
De Blasio plan

makes no sense

OPED: by Jolie Milstein Economic engine of affordable housing
From the Mill Brook 

Houses to Lafayette Boynton, 
families in the Bronx have al-
ways been on the front line of 
fi ghting for affordable hous-
ing. That fi ght has only taken 
on greater importance as the 
borough gets less and less af-
fordable for low- and mid-
dle-income families who are 
struggling to make ends meet.

Thankfully, the borough 
of the Bronx – and all of New 
York – has taken a huge step 
forward in combating our 
state’s dire housing crisis, as 
the Governor and State Legis-

lature recently approved $2.5 
billion for affordable and sup-
portive housing. With over 
88,000 New Yorkers still home-
less and more than half of 
statewide renters struggling 
to afford their homes, the 
housing funds could not have 
come at a more critical time.

The positive impact that af-
fordable housing could have 
in the Bronx is astounding. 
In fact, New York’s affordable 
housing industry generated 
more than $54 billion in total 
economic impact across the 
state between 2011 and 2015, as 

we found in a recently released 
report. Most of that spending 
took place within New York 
City, where more than 83 per-
cent of the state’s subsidized 
housing – or around 106,000 af-
fordable units – was built and 
preserved during that fi ve-
year period.

As we continue pushing for 
resources to build and preserve 
affordability across the Bronx, 
advocates should remember 
that benefi ts of these develop-
ments are not limited to the 
units of housing they provide. 

Our analysis also found 

that affordable housing pro-
duction supports more than 
65,000 construction-related 
jobs annually across the state, 
including hardhat jobs on the 
worksite and others involved 
in providing development ma-
terials. The same buildings 
also provided more than 9,000 
permanent jobs each year, 
such as those for building ser-
vice workers and employees of 
ground fl oor retail tenants in 
mixed-use projects.

Thousands are seeing the 
power of development first-
hand in the Bronx, where 
Bronx Commons will soon 
provide 305 affordable homes 
alongside the world-class 
Bronx Music Hall, a 300-
seat music and arts venue fo-
cused on the rooted history 
of the Bronx music scene. 
The project will also assist 
in driving growth through a 
landscaped public plaza and 
a wide array of job-creating 
retail spaces.

While these new funds 
will have an enormous im-
pact, there is still much more 
work to be done to address 
New York’s housing crisis. As 
we continue to advocate in fa-
vor of safe, quality affordable 
housing for low and middle 
income families, we will con-
tinue to spread the word that 
well-planned projects provide 
the local spending and good-
paying jobs that sustain neigh-
borhoods and create pathways 
to the middle class – for resi-
dents of the Bronx and all New 
Yorkers.

(Jolie Milstein is president 
and CEO of the New York State 
Association for Affordable 
Housing).
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Dear editor, 
Mayor de Blasio’s proposal 

to raise the cost of a pack of 
cigarettes from $10.50 to $13 
just like past increases will 
not discourage consumption.  
The growth of so called ille-
gal street corner, bodega and 
deli cigarette sales known as 
‘loosies’ 2 for $1 will rise in 
proportion to periodic gov-
ernment increases in taxes 
on the purchase of ciga-
rettes.  

This once again will oc-

cur if de Blasio’s proposal is 
passed by the NYC Council 
and becomes law.  Many con-
sumers will just travel past 
the city line to stores sell-
ing cigarettes in neighboring 
Connecticut, Nassau County, 
New Jersey and Westchester 
communities to patronize 
stores offering lower prices.  
The underground economy 
will make an even greater 
fortune selling untaxed ciga-
rettes.  

Both the city and state will 
see an increase in the loss 
of millions in uncollected 
tax revenues.  Why sell hard 
drugs, when you can sell ciga-
rettes with virtually no penal-

ties? Consumption of tobacco 
has been part of mainstream 
America, transcending gen-
erations. Despite the best ef-
forts of government to limit 
consumption via excessive 
taxes and smoking restric-
tions, just like alcohol pro-
hibition in the 1920s — both 
are doomed to failure. These 
actions infringe on citizens 
civil and economic liberties.

Creative entrepreneurs 
will always provide what 
citizens desire, regardless of 
government approval. Con-
sumers have voted with their 
dollars, making tobacco con-
sumption a multi billion dol-
lar enterprise today.

Our tax dollars would 
be better used if police and 
judges spend more time pros-
ecuting those who commit 
real crimes against individ-
uals or property than going 
after those who sell loosies. 
Law enforcement authori-
ties should be free to pur-
sue those who commit real 
crimes against citizens and 
property.

At 18, you are old enough 
to vote, be a parent, pay 
taxes, own a car, take out a 
bank loan, serve in the mili-
tary and die for your country 
— but not consume tobacco.  
This makes no sense.

Larry Penner

- Correction -
In the April 21-27, 

2017 edition of the Bronx 
Times, in an article titled 
‘49 Shuts Down Gambling 
Front,’ it claims that the 
after hours gambling es-
tablishment operated out 
of a beauty parlor called 
Blow Styling Bar at 1741 
Colden Avenue. Though 
the salon sign still ap-
pears on the building’s 
facade, we have learned 
that the business closed 
last year and has nothing 
to do with the gambling 
operation.

Shop In Our 
Classified 

Pages 
and Save 

Money
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Learn more about our LOW-COST health plan 
for eligible individuals!

The Essential Plan
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Enroll ALL YEAR LONG!

��$#������������������ Doctor visits (including specialists), lab tests and X-rays, 
hospital care, prescription drugs, and more.

%������������#���������������$�� Choose your doctor from Fidelis Care’s 
���������	
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How do I Qualify? Call Fidelis Care to learn more!

Questions? Call 1-888-FIDELIS for more information or to 
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To learn more about applying for health insurance including Child Health Plus  
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visit www.nystateofhealth.ny.gov or call 1-855-355-5777.
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(1-888-343-3547) TTY: 1-800-421-1220
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RAISING A PRESCHOOLER
DIAGNOSED WITH 

AUTISM SPECTRUM DISORDER? For more information or to register 
Visit: http://ramapoforchildren.org/parent-workshops 

Contact: Alicia Barry at 
212.754.7003 or abarry@ramapoforchildren.org 

Ramapo for Children is offering a FREE 4-part series 
for parents and caregivers of children under the age 

of four who have recently received a diagnosis 
of Autism Spectrum Disorder, or are in the process 

of having their child evaluated.
You will leave this 4-part workshop series with

a “Toolbox” of strategies to:
)Maintain a strong connection with your child

)Set reasonable limits and expectations

)Address sensory needs at home and in the community

)Reduce personal and familial stress

)Respond to conflicts that arise at home

This event is made possible through the generosity of the New York City Council Council Autism 

Awareness Initiative and in partnership with the Kennedy Child Study Center

Dates:  May 11, May 18, May 25 and June 1, 2017
Time: 10:00am-12:00pm

Where: Address provided upon registration
Breakfast and transportation reimbursement will be available. 

The workshop series is completely free to attend; 

advanced registration is requested.

BY ROBERT WIRSING
An underutilized park will 

serve as the canvas for the 
Bronx’s natural beauty.

The Art in the Parks: 
Uniqlo Park Expressions 
Grant is supporting the cre-
ation of artworks by NYC-
based emerging artists for ten 
designated parks this June 
including the Bronx’s Joyce 
Kilmer Park and Virginia 
Park.

These creative projects are 
made possible through Uniq-
lo’s generous $200,000 dona-
tion.

The Uniqlo grant program 
will transform the parks into 
art destinations through a se-
ries of rotating exhibitions.

Each grantee receives an 
award of $10,000 to create 
their proposed artwork which 
will be displayed for up to one 
year.

Artist Lovie Pignata, a Pel-
ham Parkway resident and 
Morris Perk pop-up coffee 
shop owner, will exhibit her 
unique installation at Vir-
ginia Park.

Pignata, a Pratt Institute 
alum, draws inspiration from 
local natural, architectural 

‘Daylighting’ artwork sets sail for Virginia Park
and historical elements to cre-
ate two and three-dimensional 
works incorporating shadows 
and refl ections.

Her work, ‘Daylighting’, 
will transform a drab black-
top into a vibrant, painted 
replica of the Bronx River 
highlighting the waterway’s 
importance.

Pignata, an avid canoer, 
also plans to install decom-
missioned canoes, retrofi ited 
with seating, donated by the 
Bronx River Alliance, chess-
boards, planters and wayfi nd-
ing signage.

The imaginative installa-
tion at Westchester Avenue 
and White Plains Road will 
feature a painted replica of 
the nearby Bronx River and 
East 174th Street Bridge on the 
blacktop plaza.

“‘Daylighting’ means to 
bring life to the Bronx River 
which is close by, but not many 
people are aware of,” she ex-
plained. 

As the seasons change, so 
too will ‘Daylighting’ to in-
corporate such elements as 
autumn leaves and snow com-
plete with raccoon and pos-
sum tracks.

“The river is always mov-
ing and changing which is 
something I wanted to convey 
in this work,” explained Pig-
nata.

‘Daylighting’ is the cul-
mination of Pignata, Loving 
the Bronx, Partnerships for 
Parks, Bronx River Alliance 
and community volunteers’ 
collaborative efforts.

Nilka Martell, Loving the 
Bronx founder, has been major 
advocate for ‘Daylighting’.

“I’ve lived across from Vir-
ginia Park for 42 years and 
haven’t seen it get as much at-
tention as other parks,” she 
said.

She added ‘Daylighting’ will 
transform the park from a tran-
sit hub into an inspirational ex-
perience for Bronxites to uti-
lize their local waterways.

“This art project will help 
people draw the connection be-
tween the Bronx River and the 
many recreational activities it 

offers,” expressed NYC Parks 
deputy director of Public Art 
Jennifer Lantzas.

Pignata said work on the 
‘Daylighting’ mural will start 
in mid-May.

Lantzas confi rmed ‘Day-
lighting’ will be displayed un-
til next June.

Martell noted Virginia Park 
was named one of last year’s 
Parks Without Border win-
ners.

Parks Without Borders 
gathers community ideas on 
how to make parks more invit-
ing through easier access and 
discovery and by transforming 
underused areas into vibrant 
public spaces. 

The borough’s Joyce Kilmer 
Park will also house the ‘Fly-
ing High for Equality’ installa-
tion inspired by American nov-
elist Richard Bach’s best-seller 
‘Jonathan Livingston Seagull’.

Venezulean-Americans Pa-
tricia Cazorla and her niece 
Nancy Saleme will install over-
sized, colorful sculptures of the 
city’s sparrows as a metaphor 
for the search for equality.

A rendering of Lovie Pignata’s imaginative ‘Daylighting’ art installation 
for Virginia Park. Photo courtesy of NYC Parks
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U.S. Representative Adriano Espaillat
New York’s 13th Congressional District

48th Annual 

Herbert H. Lehman Memorial Lecture

President José Luis Cruz and the Faculty, Staff, and Students of

LEHMAN COLLEGE 
invite the community to the 

Admission to the lecture is free.  
A reception will follow in the Faculty Dining Room.  

Friday, May 5, 2017, 11 a.m. 
Lovinger Theatre, Lehman College

Individuals with disabilities who anticipate needing accommodations or who 
��������	
��	�����
����	���������		�������
��
�
����������������������
and Diversity at 718-960-8111.

Please RSVP: 718-960-6906 or  
email lehman.lecture@lehman.cuny.edu

Fighting for the America I Know!

Chazz Palminteri with his wife Gianna in 
front of the mural. Photo by Miriam Quin

Chazz Palminteri with community, merchants, businesspeople, BronxNet staff and crew and 
artists in front of the mural. Photo by Miriam Quin

BY PATRICK ROCCHIO
The Belmont Business Improvement Dis-

trict and its partners brought a new mural to 
the borough’s ‘Little Italy’ community. 

The mural, recently painted on the side of 
a building at Hughes Avenue and Fordham 
Road, features ‘A Bronx Tale’ actor, writer 
and creator Chazz Palminteri, and a num-
ber of characteristics that  make the popular 
neighborhood unique. 

Acclaimed street artist ‘Mike.A’ painted 
the mural at a very visible Arthur Avenue lo-
cation. 

The brick ‘canvas’ extends 21 feet high 
and 103 feet long, and it took 22 gallons of 

Belmont BID debuts Bronx Tale mural
white paint, four gallons of black, and 115 
cans of spray paint to complete, said Mike.A. 

“It is amazing how many people pull over 
just to take a picture with it,” said Frank 
Franz, Belmont BID executive director, add-
ing the BID was looking to put something on 
the wall that brought joy to visitors. 

The mural improved a particular wall 
which was frequently the target of graffi ti 
vandals, said Franz. 

It took several hurdles, including obtain-
ing the property owner’s approval, to get it 
done, he explained. 

“We wanted something light and posi-
tive,” said Franz of the mural, adding that 
the BID soon seized on the idea of including 
A Bronx Tale as one of the themes, as the 
movie is arguably the best known depiction 
of Belmont. 

After receiving Palminteri’s blessing, he 
was depicted on the mural against the back-
drop of a cityscape with a line from the movie 
script that reads: “The saddest thing in life is 
wasted talent.” 

Palminteri stopped by the mural on Eas-
ter, Sunday, April 16 to give his seal of ap-
proval to the painting, said Mike.A. 

Mike.A. was selected to work on the com-
mission after he was recommended by Gail 
Nathan, Bronx River Arts Center’s executive 
director. 

Mike.A, who was assisted by fellow artist 
Ron Rundo, grew up near White Plains Road 
and East 233rd Street and is Italian-Ameri-
can. 

Aside from a thriving street art business, 

the artist said he worked in the corporate 
world as a creative director and art director 
for about 17 years. 

The mural also includes a depiction of a 
pepper and tomato, a nod to the Italian her-
itage of the community where many people 
worked in the produce industry, as well as di-
rections to Arthur Avenue and a mention of 
Arthur Avenue’s recent recognition as one of 
America’s greatest streets by the American 
Planning Association. 

The mural took more 13 days to complete, 
and so far has received rave reviews, with an 
offi cial dedication ceremony planned for a 
date likely in May, he said. 

“It makes you smile,” he added. 
Franz concurred, saying that the BID was 

not looking for anything ‘too deep’ but rather 

an uplifting visual that can bring a smile to 
the face of passing schoolchildren or people 
on their way to Arthur Avenue. 

The artist, who creates window art for 
businesses and murals, recently completed 
another mural in the borough at a gas station 
on City Island. 

You can see more of his work on Insta-
gram.com at mikeanewyorkcity. 
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25% 
Off

O’CONNOR’S
C A R P E T  C E N T E R

SPRING HOME 

IMPROVEMENT 

SALE

3446 East Tremont Ave. Bronx, NY 10465
(718) 409-2020

www.oconnorscarpets.com
Store Hours: Mon-Thurs. 9am–6pm

                      Fri. & Sat. 9am–5pmON SALE!

O’CONNOR’S
C A R P E T  C E N T E R

CARPET    |     LAMINATE    |     VINYL    |     WINDOW TREATMENTS    |     AREA RUGS

ALL REMNANTS

SPRING OVERSTOCK SPECIAL

GET YOURS BEFORE 
THEY ARE GONE
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YORK COLLEGE!  Contact the Admissions Office by visiting www.york.cuny.edu/admissions, or by calling 718-262-2169.

At                           …  The Time is Now!
PRESIDENT MARCIA V. KEIZS  extends congratulations and  
invites all students accepted to York College for Fall 2017 to attend the  

Accepted Students Reception • Sunday, April 30th • 12 to 3 pm 
Be part of an amazing college community

Learn about exciting research opportunities,  
internships, and majors offered at York College.  
Tour our modern 50-acre campus and speak  
with faculty, admissions and financial aid  
counselors.

We look forward to seeing you!
York College 
Atrium of the Academic Core Building 
94-20 Guy R. Brewer Blvd. • Jamaica, NY 11451

BY PATRICK ROCCHIO
Some much-needed spring 

cleaning came to City Island 
through the efforts of a group 
of volunteers.

They removed debris left 
by storms from the waterfront 
at Pelham Cemetery, includ-
ing pieces of sunken boats, in 
a community-driven cleanup 
on Saturday, April 15. 

The group gathered to 
spruce up the cemetery just in 
time for Easter and during the 
Passover holidays, said event 
organizers. 

One of the organizers, Izzi 
DeRosa, who helped coor-
dinate the grassroots effort 
along with her husband Mi-
chael, said that she noticed 
clutter at the cemetery’s wa-
terfront along Long Island 
Sound. 

“I just thought it needed to 
be cleaned up,” she said, add-
ing that while the grounds 
of the cemetery are kept im-
maculate, debris from severe 
weather events was deposited 
along the whole shoreline.

She and her husband 
posted their cleanup plans on 
the City Island Civic Associa-
tion’s Facebook page, calling 

Vols remove debris from Pelham Cemetery
for volunteers. 

Greg Clancy, Pelham Cem-
etery Association’s president, 
said that a group of about 25 
volunteers took part, includ-
ing a contingent from the 
Leonard Hawkins American 
Legion Post #156’s Sons of the 
American Legion and Ladies 
Auxiliary. 

“It only took a little bit of 
organizing to get City Island-
ers going,” said DeRosa, add-
ing that volunteers from off 
the island helped as well. 

Some good Samaritans 
who could not attend but who 
were aware of the event do-
nated garbage bags, and City 
Island’s IGA supermarket do-
nated water, said DeRosa.

The NYC Department of 
Sanitation sent over a truck to 
pick up the refuse, so it didn’t 
remain in front of the ceme-
tery’s fence, she said. 

The cleanup was impor-
tant for the maintenance of 
the relatively small cemetery, 
which is prone to fall and win-
ter storms. 

“We have a seawall down at 
the edge of property where it 
meets the beach, and all kinds 
of stuff washes ashore,” said 

Clancy. 
Parts of sunken boats, ma-

rine engines, large pieces  of 
timber that had been dis-
lodged from waterfront docks, 
and other debris was among 
what was removed, he said.

DeRosa said that there was 
also a lot of plastic hauled out, 
both maritime and non-mari-
time related. 

“You think of local cleanup 
and you think of beer cans…
but there were big pieces of 

boats,” said Clancy, who added 
what was removed was not 
typical household trash. 

It is diffi cult for people who 
are not familiar with the wa-
terfront storms to picture it, 
but the amount of debris that 
sometimes washes up can be 
incredible, said Clancy. 

For Clancy, whose parents 
and grandparents are bur-
ied in Pelham Cemetery, the 
cleanup was an indication of 
the kind of respect he believes 

it is important to show ceme-
teries.  

It also was extremely help-
ful for the cemetery, which is 
governed by a volunteer board 
of directors, because some of 
what was hauled away was visi-
ble from the gravesites, he said. 

Clancy, who is active with 
several local civic groups, in-
cluding the Hawkins Post, 
said volunteerism makes com-
munities and our nation a bet-
ter place. 

A ‘before’ picture of the waterfront of Pelham Cemetery reveals debris. Photo courtesy of Izzi DeRosa
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718-931-43352173 White Plains Road 
Just South of Pelham Pkwy.

OPEN
7 DAYS

SALE

25%
OFF

WE CARRY A WIDE VARIETY OF 
Organic Foods, Herbs, Homeopathic Products & More

SALE ENDS 05/07/17

NATURE’S WAY

SOLGAR  

BY ROBERT CHRISTIE
Bronx residents and elected 

offi cials gathered on Thursday, 
April 20 for a ribbon cutting to 
celebrate the new Gouverneur 
Place Apartments.

The 68-unit building, at 450 
Gouverneur Place, has set aside 
50 units for formerly homeless 
individuals who are dealing 
with mental health issues.

The remaining 18 units are 
reserved as affordable housing. 
According to Westhab, Inc. – 
a non-profi t organization and 
owner of the Gouverneur Place 
Apartments – all the units are 
fi lled.

The building offers a vari-
ety of housing options starting 
with studios, along with 1-, 2-, 
and 3-bedroom apartments.

In addition, there are ame-
nities on site which include a 
computer lounge, community 
room, laundry room, bike stor-
age, an outdoor courtyard, rec-
reation area, and  onsite sup-
port staff.

Richard Nightingale, presi-
dent of Westhab, said support-
ive housing helps take away 
some of the stigma attached to 
homeless people dealing with 
mental health issues.

Gouverneur Place Apts. open in Morrisania 

“Supportive housing recog-
nizes that a lot of people [deal-
ing with mental health issues] 
can do well independently and 
can function in a community 
setting - they just need some 
support,” said Nightingale.

He added that he was 
pleased to hear stories from the 
some of the tenants now living 
in the apartments.

For example, tenant Dawn 
Miller lived at the Olivieri 
Drop-In Center in Manhat-
tan for two years prior to mov-
ing into the Gouverneur Place 
Apartments.

“I was really feeling hope-
less and depressed - not feel-
ing like I could get back on my 
feet as far as work or housing 
or anything,” said Miller. “So 
when I got the call at the end of 
November it really  lifted my 
spirit.”

Jeffrey Dantzler, who grew 
up in New York, was also stay-
ing at a drop-in center prior to 
getting his own apartment.

Dantzler said it was some-
times hard at the shelter be-
cause some of the homeless 
individuals would not shower 
and - due to state law - center 

employees could not force them 
to shower.

Prior to the drop in center, 
Dantzler stayed with friends 
and families.

He took issue with the ste-
reotypes associated with home-
less people.

“Every homeless person 
didn’t become homeless the 
same way,” he said.

Dantzler said he didn’t walk 
around dirty or beg people for 
money. 

“I just didn’t have a home,” 
he said.

He said it’s been a “great 

transition” going from two 
chairs in the shelter to his own 
apartment.

“I can deal with my depres-
sion better, I’m eating bet-
ter and I’m not as stressed as 
much,” he said.

Kristina Reed was staying 
at Susan’s Place - a shelter for 
women dealing with mental ill-
ness - before coming to the Gou-
verneur Place Apartments.

While there she attended 
the Nontraditional Employ-
ment for Women’s school and 
got a job in the real estate in-
dustry.

“Working in real estate 
made my mental illness ex-
asperate,” said Reed. “After I 
graduated I just didn’t want to 
work anymore.”

Reed said staying at the shel-
ter added to her problems.

“I’m just really thankful I 
have a place of my own,” she 
said.

Gouverneur Place Apart-
ments now has a waiting list, 
according to Westhab.

The $20.7 million project 
was funded largely through a 
public and private partnership 
between various state agencies 
and United Healthcare.

Elected offi cials, Westhab executives and their partners cut the ribbon for the grand opening of the Gou-
verneur Place Apartments. Photo by Silvio Pacifi co
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TOO TIRED TO COOK? 
YOU RING... WE BRING...

$1000 MIN.
Order Brady’s To Go @ www.pjbradystogo.com

CORONA
BEER 

BUCKETS

FRESH 

CLAMS!  
MUSSELS!

We Deliver to The 
Beach Clubs!

Order Your Wings For Any  
Event On Our Wing Hotline

1-718-HOT-WING

CATERING 
AVAILABLE  

FOR ALL 
BOROUGHS

THURSDAY NIGHTS
SURF AND 

TURF NIGHT
LOBSTER TAIL AND 

SHELL STEAK

MON – WED
Sunday & Thursday 

At The Bar -  
Starting At 6pm

JOIN US FOR
WING NIGHTS
NOT AVAILABLE ON HOLIDAYS

CHECKOUT OUR WEEK DAY 
BLACKBOARD SPECIALS

TRY OUR DELICIOUS RIB EYE  STEAK!

MUSEELS!
STEAKS! 
CHOPS!  
FRESH 
SEAFOOD 
DAILY!

PLANNING A PARTY?
HAVE IT AT OUR HOUSE OR YOURS 

MANY PACKAGES AVAILABLE

PIZZA
SPECIAL

Buy 
2 Large Pies  
& Get An Order 
Of Wings Free

Eat-In Or To Go

PARTY ROOM AVAILABLE
Come watch all the MLB games with our MLB package

Come Celebrate

with Corona 
Bucket Specials 

5 For $20
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BY STEVEN GOODSTEIN
Have you ever wanted to create 

your own pizza in a restaurant setting? 
Well, now you can - at Pizzaniste!

On Monday, April 17, newly opened 
Pizzaniste, located at 3439 E. Tremont 
Avenue, held its grand opening and 
ribbon cutting ceremony, although the 
establishment offi cially opened earlier 
this month.

Amidst the hundreds of Italian 
restaurants and pizza parlors in the 
Bronx, Pizzaniste has a unique con-
cept when it comes to making a pie.

At Pizzaniste, customers are en-
couraged to create their own pizza by 
choosing their favorite doughs, sauces 
and toppings for their personalized 
pie.

The combinations and possibili-
ties are endless, as Pizzaniste offers a 
whopping selection of 46 different top-
pings.

The restaurant also allows its cus-
tomers to create their own salads and 
calzones with up to three different top-
pings.

So far, one of the most popular 
items on the menu is the Nutella cal-
zone, which can be jazzed up with ba-
nanas and strawberries.

The restaurant is co-owned by 
brothers Antonio and Salvatore Fa-
solino, both of whom were born and 
raised in Throggs Neck and graduated 

Pizzaniste offi cially opens on E. Tremont Ave.
from St. Frances de Chantel. With the 
opening of this establishment, they 
have come full circle.

“With this restaurant, our goal 
is for our product to always be of the 
highest quality and to stand out from 
all other Italian restaurants in the 
borough,” said Antonio. “We want our 
customers to say that our place has the 
best pizza in the Bronx.”

Antonio added that, eventually Piz-
zaniste would like to open other loca-
tions.

“The feedback from the community 
has been excellent so far,” said Sal-
vatore, who added that the day of the 
grand opening saw over 500 customers 
in total. “This area (East Tremont Av-
enue) is a prime location for this busi-
ness and we look forward to the new 
experience while being back in our old 
neighborhood.”

The restaurant business is nothing 
new to the Salvatores. 

Before opening Pizzaniste, they 
each worked at Southern Italian fam-
ily-run restaurant Yolanda’s, located 
at 292 E. 149th Street, for 15 years as 
the restaurant’s third generation.

Yolanda’s, which has been in busi-
ness for 64 years, was previously owned 
by their grandmother and father.

The name Pizzaniste according 
to the co-owners, originates from the 
term ‘barista’, which describes a per-

son who prepares and serves coffee. At 
Pizzaniste, every customer is the cre-
ator of their own pizza.

Too hungry to make a decision? Not 
to worry, the eatery also offers a selec-
tion of eight signatures pizza pies to 
choose from. And the pizza never sits 
out on the counter.

Earlier this week, the restaurant, 
which seats upwards of 30 to 35 people, 
started home delivery and will soon 
set up an app so that customers can 
place their orders online.

Pizzaniste is the only establish-
ment in the Bronx to offer Puck’s, a 
natural soda fountain service with no 
artifi cial ingredients. Similar to the 
Fasolinos, Puck’s was also started by 
two brothers. And yes, refi lls are free.

Beer and wine will be available in 
the coming months.

The restaurant has fi led for side-
walk table service.

Follow Pizzaniste on Facebook by 
visiting www.facebook.com/pizza-
niste.

TNMA’s John Marano (front, l) and Bobby Jean, president (front, 2nd from l) celebrated 
Pizzaniste’s grand opening with ( front, l-r) Sal Fasolino, brother Anthony, father Matteo, 
mother Susan; family and friends last Monday. Photo by Aracelis Batista
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Mother’s Day Dinner Menu
$35 includes appetizer, salad, entrée, dessert, tea/coffee     

APPETIZER Choose One                                                                                                         

Seasoned fried Calamari served with mainara sauce

Sliced Tomato and Mozzarella with frantoiano olives & roasted red peppers

Coconut Shrimp served with pina colada sauce

Popcorn Shrimp served with tartar sauce

Baked Clams Oreganata chopped clams mixed with seasoned breadcrumbs

Golden fried chicken fi ngers served with a honey mustard sauce

Potato skins topped with bacon & cheddar served with sour cream

SOUP OR SALAD Choose One                                                                                                         
Mixed Greens salad OR Soup Du Jour 

ENTRÉES Choose One                                                                                                         

10 oz. Filet Mignon (add $5) served with a mushroom demi glaze                                                                                                                              
Roast Prime Rib of Angus Beef (add $5) slow roasted & served with Au jus   

Grilled Baby Lamb Chops (add $5) Served with mint jelly

Chicken Francese lightly battered & sautéed fi let of chicken with a lemon butter sauce

Stuffed Filet of Sole seasoned crabmeat wrapped around tender fi lets of sole with 
a light lemon butter sauce

Pistachio Crusted Salmon served with a Dijon mustard cream sauce 
Chicken Cordon Bleu Breaded chicken breast stuffed with ham and cheese 
and served with a light cream pan gravy

All above Entrees are served with family style creamed spinach and turnips

Seafood Penne shrimp, scallops, & sundried tomatoes in a mushroom
cream sauce

Penne ala Vodka with Grilled Chicken or Shrimp                                                                                                                                           
         

DESSERTS Choose one                                                                                                                                        
Deadly Chocolate Cake, Bread pudding 

OR New York cheesecake 

THE WICKED WOLF
4029 EAST TREMONT AVE 

718-829-4400
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 The  
Philadelphia  
  Story

STARRING 
Casey Marie Ecker  Jean Eifert 

Claudia Kimmel  Bob Livingston 
Robert McEvily  Joseph Montano  

Greg Morra  Robert Mulroy 
Elizabeth Paldino  Steven Pearce 
Frances Suro  Thomas Worden

TICKETS 
$20 - Reservations, Seniors,  
Students, Bronx Culture Card
$22 - At the door
Call or Text: 718/885.3066
Email:  
tickets@cityislandtheatergroup.com
Grace Hall,  
116 City Island Avenue, Bronx, NY

PERFORMANCE 
DATES
April 28, 8:00 PM
April 29, 8:00 PM
April 30, 3:00 PM
May 5, 8:00 PM
May 6, 8:00 PM
May 7, 3:00 PM

By  
Philip Barry

Directed By  
Amanda  

Livingston Martin

BY PATRICK ROCCHIO
A community-based medi-

cal provider is teaming up with 
partners to encourage health-
ier beverage consumption in 
the borough. 

The Healthy Beverage Zone 
project launched on Tuesday, 
April 18 at a Hostos Commu-
nity College event. 

HBZ seeks to encourage in-
dividuals and institutions to 
limit consumption of sugary 
drinks like sodas and sports 
drinks in the interest of public 
health. 

The borough-wide initiative 
grew from a Union Community 
Health Center project that pe-
diatrician Dr. Vanessa Salcedo, 
who is HBZ co-chair, help be-
gin over a year ago to combat 
childhood obesity, liver disease 
and diabetes at UCHC. 

The doctor said that in the 
many cases she sees, as soon 
as families and children cut 
back on sugary drinks and bev-
erages, health outcomes im-
prove.  

The initiative that started 
at UCHC is now backed by 
a $10,000 grant from Aetna 
Foundation, American Pub-
lic Health Association, and 

UCHC launches healthy beverage choice project

National Association of Coun-
ties and went borough-wide on 
Tuesday, April 18. 

HBZ is also in the running 
with 50 other municipalities for 
a $500,000 grant with the out-
come of that contest based on 
the quantifi able success of the 
program. 

“The evidence shows that 
sugary beverages are causing a 
lot of these diseases,” said Sal-
cedo, adding “We are asking a 
cross section of organizations 
to improve beverage standards 
within their organizations and 

serve as community role mod-
els.” 

UCHC is teaming up with 
principal partners Bronx 
Health REACH, NYC Depart-
ment of Health and Bronx 
Neighborhood Action Center, 
said Salcedo. 

Organizations participating 
in the program include hospi-
tals, clinics, community asso-
ciations, houses of worship and 
private sector employers who 
voluntarily agree to implement 
healthy beverage standards, 
she said. 

“We want to get more Bronx-
ites drinking water as an alter-
native to sugar sweetened bev-
erages,” said Kelly Moltzen, 
initiative co-chair and a pro-
gram manager for Creating 
Healthy Schools and Commu-
nities at Bronx Health REACH. 

The campaign will include 
an informative website, ‘tool-
kits,’ factsheets, posters, as well 
as a social media campaign on 
Facebook, Instagram, YouTube 
and Twitter, said Moltzen. 

There are four levels of par-
ticipation an organization can 
obtain, each one progressively 
showing a higher level of com-
mitment, said Moltzen. 

One typical action that or-
ganizations will take as part 
of the program is to remove 
vending machines with soda 
and sugar-sweetened juices 
and teas and replace them with 
those selling water or unsweet-
ened juices, she said. 

Another action is institut-
ing a healthy beverage policy 
at organizational meetings in 
which only drinks like coffee 
and other healthier beverages 
are served, she said. 

“We wanted to leverage 
what Union Community Health 

Center has done and share it as 
a best practice to encourage 
other organizations to do the 
same,” said Moltzen.

Among the many dignitar-
ies who attended the program 
launch event was Senator 
Gustavo Rivera, who said HBZ 
was a very good idea and that 
he was proud to partner with 
UCHC on it. 

“I think it is a solid pol-
icy idea and a good way to get 
people to make better choices 
about what they put into their 
bodies,” said Rivera. 

HBZ will include a marketing cam-
paign to encourage healthy bever-
age consumption. Photos by UCHC

(l-r) Fabian Wander, Hostos Community College Health and Wellness Cen-
ter director; Senator Gustavo Rivera; Dr. Douglas York, Union Community 
Health Center CEO; Dr. David Gomez, HCC president; Dr. Vanessa Salcedo, 
UCHC director of community health and promotions; Kelly Moltzen, Cre-
ating Healthy Schools and Communities at Bronx Health REACH program 
manager; Assemblyman Victor Pichardo and Fernando Tirado. 
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Greetings

My name is Henry Pelayo and you probably know me from the many years I have volunteered with the Castle Hill little League 
(CHLL), located at 1160 Zerega Avenue.  I have dedicated over 40 years and 30 to 40 hours a week for 17 years of my life to CHLL, 
since 1976, in fact my children grew up at the CHLL.  Over the past 17 years I served as the league’s president.  When my tenure as 
president began the league was bankrupt, the bank account was empty, but I was able to turn that around with a structured busi-
ness plan. 

The league had numerous creditors that were owned monies, for example:

      When I took the helm as president of CHLL the business records, bills, paper work were  given to me in a shopping bag, in total 
disarray.  Given the serious and dire fi nancial situation of the League I provided a personal loan,  which was paid back over time with 
no interest charged to the League. Thus, the League was able to get back on its feet and provide a valuable community serve to the 
youth  and families of our community.

     Under my leadership and with the assistance of many coaches, parents and players, I was able conduct fundraising drives in 
order to fi nance much needed upgrades to the Castle Hill Little League Field, located on Zerega Avenue.  The following are some of 
the projects I undertook and successfully competed: 

     The above list is no way an exhaustive list of the many projects, improvements and 
plans the league undertook under my leadership. Due to the tireless work of myself and 
many others Castle Hill Little League was chosen by MLB in 2006. Recently there has 
been a change in leadership at CHLL and time will tell if the new President can follow the legacy I established and created at the 
CHLL.

I am Henry Pelayo. 

Right Is Right Wrong Is Wrong
Let’s set the record straight

PAID ADVERTISEMEMNT
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LEGENDARY BAR AND GRILL
Full Dining Room Menu Always Available

Legendary Bar and Grill 

BY ROBERT CHRISTIE
New York Botanical Garden pres-

ident and CEO Gregory Long an-
nounced on Thursday, April 20 that he 
will be stepping down from his posi-
tion effective June 30, 2018.

“I believe after 29 years, this is the 
right time for me to step aside because 
The New York Botanical Garden is 
stronger than ever,” Long said. “It has 
tremendous momentum, magnifi cent 
assets and I feel very optimistic about 
the Garden’s future.”

Long has been praised for many 
accomplishments during his almost 
three decades at the Garden.

He oversaw three 7-year plans to re-
store the gardens.

Those plans included garnering 
more than $333 million in funding 
for 43 major capital projects which in-
cluded 15 new gardens and landscape 
renovations.

Long was at the head of restoration 
projects for the Enid A. Haupt Conser-
vatory, the LuEsther T. Mertz Library, 
and the Lillian and Amy Goldman 
Stone Mill.

He also oversaw the construction of 
buildings such as the Pfi zer Plant Re-
search Laboratory, the William and 
Lynda Steere Herbarium and the Leon 
Levy Visitor Center.

According to a Botanical Garden’s 
spokesperson, attendance and mem-

NYBG’s president sets exit after 3 decades
bership at the Garden has quadrupled 
during Long’s tenure and endowment 
rose twentyfold.

Despite all he has accomplished, 
Long recalls the feeling he fi rst had in 

1989 when he learned he was going to 
be at the head of what would become 
one of the city’s largest cultural attrac-
tions.

“Oh, I was very excited,” he said. “I 
thought it was the biggest responsibil-
ity I would ever encounter in my entire 
life.”

Long worked as the vice president 
for Public Affairs for The New York 
Public Library throughout most of the 
1980s prior to his NYBG position.

While Long has contributed many 
things to the Garden he also explained 

what the Garden has contributed to 
him as a person.

“Oh my goodness,” he said, “It’s 
made a wonderful life for me.”

He continued, “What I love about 
it is working with all the really fi ne 
people associated with the garden. 
The staff, the scientists, the educators, 
the teachers, the people who make the 
Garden beautiful and all the people on 
the outside who helped us.”

Long recalled some of the struggles 
throughout his 30-year career - espe-
cially in the area of funding.

He said the city used to provide 
much more funding for the Garden’s 
daily operations. 

However, that funding has de-
creased yearly for the past several 
years.

Long also worried about funding 
for specifi c projects.

For example, Botanical Garden of-
fi cials were worried they wouldn’t 
have enough money for the new Edi-
ble Academy which provides hands-on 
gardening experiences for families.

“It took eight years to assemble the 
funding for that,” said Long. 

“But everything worked out,” he 
said with a chuckle.

The Edible Academy is set to open 
in 2018.

Long doesn’t know who will take his 
place when he leaves 14 months from 

now, but he did offer some words of ad-
vice to whomever will fi ll his seat.

“Keep it beautiful,” Long contin-
ued. “Keep it central, maintain its in-
ternational stature.”

He added, “Pay attention to your au-
dience, the city has a very wonderful 
audience.”

Long also stressed that he is not go-
ing into retirement, but isn’t sure what 
he will do next. 

New York Botanical Garden president and 
CEO Gregory Long 
 Photo Courtesy of New York Botanical Garden and 
Alex Kaplan

I believe after 29 years, 
this is the right time 
for me to step aside 

because The New York 
Botanical Garden is 
stronger than ever.

Gregory Long
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Brain   

Cervical spine

Lumbar spine

Knee

Shoulder

High-field ‘MRI 

without walls’

15 minutes

15 minutes

19 minutes

20 minutes

15 minutes

Low-field Open or 

Standup MRI 

40 minutes

30 minutes

30 minutes

45 minutes

45 minutes

For an appointment call (718) 931-5620 or visit www.udmi.net  

Time is on your side at University Diagnostic Medical Imaging! Our latest generation in open “MRI Without 
Walls” provides high-field image quality in a completely open design which takes LESS time and collects 

MORE data than a low-field open or standup MRI. That means a more accurate diagnosis in half the time. Plus, 
our completely open design provides a better patient experience. Isn’t it time you changed your radiologist.   

Time for the ‘MRI Without Walls’

vs.

vs.

vs.

vs.

vs.

Remember, New Deductable Starts in 2017
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LOSE 20–40 lb.
IN THE NEXT 40 DAYS

Lose weight and start looking and 
feeling as beautiful as you are...

DROP 20-40 POUNDS IN 40 DAYS

NO EXERCISE NECESSARY

MINIMAL OR NO CRAVINGS

MININMAL OR NO HUNGER

BURNS FAT

TARGETS BELLY, BUTT, HIPS, THIGHS

DOCTOR SUPERVISED FOR SAFETY & RESULTS

Dr. Albert 

Graziosa has 

been certified 

with the fresh 

start hCG diet 

and has led 

many patients 

to live more 

happy and 

healthy lives.

VISIT US AT 

GOTHAIRLLC.COM

BECAUSE OF OUR 
TECHNOLOGY

“Weight Loss 
Has Changed 
My Life”
Ask yourself how 

would you like to lose 

30 or more pounds, 

have more energy, 

feel great, feel sexy, 

decrease your risks 

of diabetes and heart 

disease and regain 

your health all in next 

40 days.

GET STARTED NOW!

10% OFF 
OUR CLEAN START 

PROGRAM

M E DIC A L  A E S TH E TIC S

Got Hair? llc
3611A East Tremont Avenue  Bronx, NY 

347-281-5576

B
E
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R

E
A
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R

GET READY FOR SPRING WITH OUR 
CLEAN START WEIGHT LOSS PROGRAM

BY ARTHUR CUSANO
Bronx resident Kay Cardona said 

she had no idea what domestic violence 
was when she remarried at 31. 

But she would soon learn fi rst-
hand.

“Almost immediately my husband 
started doing things like yelling at me 
or cornering me if he didn’t like some-
thing I said or if I wasn’t doing some-
thing the right way. I had no idea what 
was going on.”

Cardona was among several women 
who spoke at a domestic violence work-
shop at the 49th Precinct headquarters 
in Pelham Parkway on Tuesday, April 
25. 

The forum was attended by several 
dozen members of the NYPD Explor-
ers youth program. 

Like other victims, she said she felt 
obligated to stay with her husband for 
the sake of their child, but ultimately 
realized she had to escape. 

“When he choked me and I blacked 
out for the second time while my son 
was standing near me with his stuffed 
animal, that’s when I realized it was 
no joke. It wasn’t until the point that 
death was going to be the outcome for 
me that I fi nally got out of (the situa-
tion)” 

Like many victims, Cardona 
struggled to pay the bills and fulfi ll 
all the duties of a parent without her 
ex-spouse’s salary, but said help was 
available from organizations includ-
ing Safe Horizon and the Bronx D.A.’s 
offi ce. 

“It’s a very long and hard road, but 
if you or someone you know is in this 
situation, you can do it,” she said.

NYPD 49th Precinct Commander 
Captain Thomas Alps told the capac-
ity teen crowd the issue of domestic 
violence was a major concern for him 
since taking control of the precinct 
last November.

49th Pct. makes effort to 
curb domestic violence

“This year, it’s accounted for 18 per-
cent of our (overall) crime, and when 
you talk about felony assaults, it ac-
counts for 51 percent.” That’s a lot of 
crime, and a lot of people are affected 
by it, and children are affected the 
most.”

The Tuesday, April 25 presenta-
tion also featured a skit in which teens 
played a couple with children. 

The father becomes angered when 
the mother of his children calls him 
repeatedly to bring home milk, and 
the incident soon escalates to physical 
violence.  

Police offi cer David Lepore, a for-
mer domestic violence offi cer, com-
pared the physical abuse to a progres-
sive disease that often gets worse if it 
isn’t treated.

“The offender may push someone to 
the ground one day and realize the vic-
tim didn’t do anything about it,” Lep-
ore said. “So next time they slap them, 
and if they don’t do anything about it 
they punch them, and it gets worse and 
worse.”

Domestic violence unit police of-
fi cer Melvin Rodriguez said domestic 
violence arrests can go through either 
criminal or family court, depending 
on circumstances. 

When the unit investigates a re-
ported incident, they make a home 
visit and make referrals to help get vic-
tims assistance.  

Unfortunately, many incidents go 
unreported, Rodriguez said. 

“We can control the reported vio-
lence, but a lot of incidents we don’t 
know about because the victim might 
be afraid or may not know (they are be-
ing abused),” he said.

Rodriguez strongly urged residents 
to report anything they believed could 
be domestic abuse. 

The 49th precinct domestic vio-
lence unit can be reached directly at 
(718) 918-2030.  

(l-r) Police offi cer Lepore, Captain Alps, Rabbi Keith Elijah Thompson and Kay Cardona orga-
nized a very informative domestic violence workshop. Photo by Silvio Pacifi co
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ANTIQUES & ESTATE BUYERS

ANTIQUE & ESTATE BUYERS
We buy anything old. One piece or house full. 

WILL TRAVEL. HOUSE CALLS.

ANTIQUE & ESTATE BUYERS
We buy anything old. One piece or house full. 

WILL TRAVEL. HOUSE CALLS.
WILL TRAVEL

ENTIRE
TRI-STATE!

FREE
Estimates!

We Pay $CASH$ For 
Paintings, Clocks, Watches, 
Estate Jewelry & Fine China, 

From Single Items 
to Entire Estates!
Coin & Stamp Collections

Costume Jewelry
Antique Furniture  Lamps
Bronzes  Paintings  Prints

Chinese & Japanese 
Artwork & Porcelain

Sports Collectibles 
Comic Books  Old Toys  Records
Cameras  Sterling Flatware Sets

HUMMELS & LLADROS

ANTIQUES & ESTATE BUYERS

TOP $ PAID
FOR JUDAICA
COLLECTIBLES

HOUSE
CALLS

MOVING orDOWNSIZING?CALL
US!

Top $ Paid
for Antique

Sterling!

Military
Collections

Wanted
Swords,
Knives,

Helmets, etc.

SEE OUR AD IN THE SUNDAY POST

WILL TRAVEL. WE MAKE HOUSE CALLS.
173 N. WELLWOOD AVENUE, LINDENHURST, N.Y.

SAME DAY  
SERVICE  

AVAILABLE

HOUSE 
CALLS

SERVING BRONX 
AND THE ENTIRE  
TRI-STATE AREA

516-974-6528516-974-6528
ASK FOR CHRISTOPHER
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POT of GOLD
Sherbee Antiques is a family-owned business that has been 

serving the tri-state area for over 60 years. 
We buy from the full contents of homes and estates 

to single items. We specialize in high-end goods such as 
antiques, art, fi ne porcelain, lighting, bronzes and sculptures. 

We have particular interest in fi ne jewelry, timepieces, 
diamonds, gold and silver. 

If you call we will come to you, free of charge, and evaluate 
what you are selling. We know the value of your possessions 
and are willing to pay top dollar on the spot. Please feel free 
to call seven days a week for a free same day consultation.

You may be sitting on a large fortune. 
Call Sherbee Antiques. They’ll tell you how much.

CALL TODAY 917-748-7622 OR 718-762-7448 
You’ll be glad you did.

Sherbee  Antiques
Est. 1940cross town

diner

BREAKFAST
LUNCH
DINNER

DELIVERY HOURS
MONDAY - FRIDAY 9AM-11PM
SATURDAY & SUNDAY 8AM-11PM

OPEN 24 HOURS THURSDAY, 
FRIDAY & SATURDAY

718-597-3450
718-597-1978

FAX:
718-597-2097

Most insurance plans accepted  •   Secure, validated parking

718-823-0820
3250 Westchester Avenue, Suite 203A, Bronx, New York 10461 

FarahRetinaConsultants.com

✓ Board certified
✓ Dual fellowship trained
✓ Over 20 years of experience

Sam Farah, M.D.
Retina-Vitreous Specialist

“Our mission is to provide 
exceptional care to retinal patients 

at a state-of-the-art facility in 
Pellham Bay.”

Specializing in 
diabetic eye 

disease, macular 
degeneration, 

and other diseases 
and surgeries  

of the retina
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EM
BARGO

PREVENTIV
O

DE IMPUESTO

If you owe real estate tax, water, sewer, emergency 
repair, or other property-related charges, 

the City of New York may sell a lien on your property.

Contact 311 to apply or to see if your property is on the lien sale list. 
You can also look for your property on the list at nyc.gov/liensale.

Department of

Finance

Department of

Environmental Protection

Department of Housing 

Preservation and Development
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“Look as beautiful as you are….”

FillersBotox

Must present AD or coupon for offer 
CERTAIN RESTRICTIONS APPLY

Offering
the latest in

Laser Hair Removal     

Botox   

Fillers 

Scleratherapy 

Skin Peel

Electrolysis

Hormone Replacement Therapy

hCG Weight Loss Program

Got Hair?
M E DIC A L  A E S TH E TIC S

3611A East Tremont Ave.  Bronx, NY 347-281-5576

$100 OFF
YOUR FIRST TREATMENT

INTRODUCING KYBELLA BY ALLERGAN

(LIMITED TIME OFFER. FIRST 10 PATIENTS)

Important Safety Information
What is KYBELLA®
KYBELLA® is a prescription medi-
cine used in adults to improve the 
appearance and profile of moderate 
to severe fat below the chin (submen-
tal fat), also called “double chin.” It 
is not known if KYBELLA® is safe 
and effective for use outside of the 
submental area and in children less 
than 18 years of age
Please see additional Important 
Safety Information inside.

Bothered by the 
fullness* beneath 

your chin?

The City Island Library, 320 City Is-
land Avenue, will host a Heroin Aware-
ness Day on Saturday, May 6, at 1 p.m.

An ounce of prevention is worth a 
pound of cure. Learn the facts about 
heroin addiction, what are the signs and 
what to do when someone you know is 
addicted. A health educator presents this 
program from the New York Department 
of Health.

For more information call (718) 885-
1703.

* * *
The Board of Trusteesof Saint Barna-

bas High School announces that The-
resa Napoli has accepted the position of 
principal of Saint Barnabas High School 
with her tenure beginning on July 1.

The board gratefully acknowledges 
Interim principal Fran Dziuma with the 
help of assistant principal Julie Kaen for 
their professionalism and for stepping in 
during the current school year to continue 
to lead the Saint Barnabas in advancing 
Catholic education.

Board co-chairs Julietta Guarino and 
Marianne Reilly said, “After an extensive 
search, we welcome Theresa Napoli to 
the Saint Barnabas High School family as 
our new principal. Ms. Napoli is an exem-
plary educator, administrator and a com-
passionate individual whose credentials 
speak to her many accomplishments. We 
are enthusiastic about moving forward 
under her guidance with vigor and a re-
newed vision for our school.” 

Napoli is a life-long Catholic school 
educator. For the past 12 years she has 
been assistant principal for Academics 
and Student Life at Fordham Prepara-
tory School. Her responsibilities include 
the daily functioning of the school’s pop-
ulation of over 1,000 boys in grades nine 
to 12, as well as being the liaison with 
parents, students and the faculty.  . Na-
poli has been instrumental in strength-
ening curriculum programs and partner-
ing with Fordham University through its 
senior internship program for college 
courses. She has served as Director 
and grown the Prep’s Higher Achieve-
ment Program (HAP) held each sum-
mer on their campus. Napoli also has 
the unique distinction of being the fi rst 
woman to hold an academic administra-
tive position in the 175-year history of 
Fordham Prep.

Napoli has a strong background in the 
sciences with 37 years teaching experi-
ence in various grade levels from 6-12 
holding positions at St. Thomas Aqui-
nas High School; The Convent of the 
Sacred Heart in Greenwich, CT; Mary-
mount School of New York in Manhat-
tan; and The Ursuline School in New 
Rochelle where she also taught Science 
Research. 

Napoli holds a B.S. from Fordham Uni-
versity in General Science and a Masters 
Degree in Administration and Supervi-
sion from Fordham University. 

* * *
There’s a new pub at the northern 

end of New Rochelle at 1301 North Av-

enue appropriately named, North End 
Tavern. On Wednesday, March 22, it 
held its grand opening ceremony hosted 
by the New Rochelle Chamber of Com-
merce. The Mayor Noam Bramson, City 
Manager, Chuck Strome, and City Coun-
cil members Barry Fertel and Linda Fried 
were in attendance alongside New Ro-
chelle Chamber of Commerce President 
Frank Miceli and other Chamber Board 
members.

Owners, Frank Dinapoli and Tommy 
Anderson are veterans in the restaurant 
business and partnered on this estab-
lishment together. Tommy Anderson is 
a lifelong resident of New Rochelle and 
attended schools here through college 
where he graduated Iona.

As Jennifer Lanser of the New Ro-
chelle Chamber of Commerce introduced 
the Mayor she mentioned of the many ex-
citing events North End Tavern has com-
ing up such as “trivia night”, weekend 
brunches, and sports nights. A welcome 
addition to the north end, Mayor Bramson 
said “of all the restaurant Grand openings 
I’ve ever attended, this restaurant needs 
[the ceremony] the least because it has 
quite a following already.” Frank and 
Tommy, provided their specialty wings 
for the Grand Opening as a courtesy to 
those in attendance.

To get up-to-date and event informa-
tion you can follow them on Twitter or re-
view their menu at www.northendtavernr.
com .

* * *
The College of New Rochelle an-

nounced that an additional 40 members 
of the School of Nursing & Healthcare 
Professions Class of 2017 were trained 
in the administration of Nalaxone (Nar-
can™) to help fi ght the epidemic of opioid 
and heroin overdoses, bringing the total 
number recently trained to 80.

 The CNR faculty and Student 
Nurses Association proudly partnered 
with the Westchester County Depart-
ment of Health who provided this sec-
ond free community program. Students 
were trained to recognize the signs and 
symptoms of an opioid or heroin over-
dose, learned how to administer Nalax-
one (Narcan™) and received certifi cation 
for two years for successfully completing 
the training.

 When administered properly, the 
nasal spray Narcan restores breathing 
that has been dangerously slowed by an 
overdose of opioid drugs such as heroin. 
Each nursing student who was trained is 
now certifi ed for two years to administer 
Narcan in New York State and also re-
ceived a free kit with a needleless syringe 
and two nasal spray doses of Naloxone, 
courtesy of the Westchester County.

 The Narcan training complements 
the CPR/ BLS certifi cation senior nurs-
ing students are already required to hold, 
and it is hoped that eventually other CNR 
nursing students will be certifi ed in Nar-
can administration.

 For more information contact Dr. Adri-
enne Wald at (914) 654-5219.

City Island Library hosts 
Heroin Awareness Day
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36-HOUR  
ADOPTION EVENT

9AM SATURDAY, MAY 6
thru 9PM SUNDAY, MAY 7

Hundreds of Dogs, Cats, Puppies & Kittens 
Available for Adoption!

Plus, Fun for the Entire Family!

Camren Bicondova
Actress, Fox hit drama Gotham  

Photographed with her cat Savvy
Proud Adopter and Supporter 

99AAMM SSAATTUURRDDAAYY MMAAYY 66

Robin Roberts
Anchor, Good Morning America Photographed  

with Amber Laign and their dog Lukas  
Proud Adopter and Supporter

Presenting Sponsor:

333666-HHHOOOUUURRR
AADDOOPPTTIIOONN EEVVEENNTT

COME 
EARLY!

SAT, MAY 6*

FREE ADOPTIONS FOR  
THE FIRST 100  

APPROVED ADOPTERS 

SUN, MAY 7*

FREE ADOPTIONS FOR  
THE FIRST 50  

APPROVED ADOPTERS

*Adoption subject to approval,  
must be 21 years of age or older to adopt.

25 Davis Avenue 
Port Washington, NY 

animalleague.org 
516.883.7575 

#PetAdoptathon

Upper photos provided by Lori Cannava.

SIRECI 
Family Dental
Your Neighborhood Dentist Since 1983

C A R I N G    A F F O R D A B L E    P A I N L E S S

FREE 
CONSULTATIONS

COME VISIT US 
IN OUR NEW 

MODERN OFFICE

2861 BRUCKNER BLVD.  |  718-829-0455

GENERAL DENTISTRY  
SPECIALTY CARE

GEORGE’S RESTAURANT
Corner of Westchester Avenue & Crosby Avenue

SERVING THE FINEST FOOD FOR OVER 48 YEARS
NOW SERVING WHOLE WHEAT PASTA

WE NOW DELIVER TO PELHAM BAY,
THROGS NECK & COUNTRY CLUB!

$10 Minimum For Delivery - Delivery Hours 11am-9pm

LET US CATER YOUR NEXT EVENT - CURBSIDE PICK-UP!

SAUTE´ AND
PASTA DISHES

COME AND ENJOY OUR 
NEW SAUTE MENU!

SERVED
MONDAY - SATURDAY

FROM 4PM-9PM

EARLY BIRD

DINNER
SPECIALS

$9.95

SUNDAY - THURSDAY
3pm - 6pm

YOUR NEXT DELIVERY OF 

$20 OR MORE

$300
OFF

GEORGE’S SPECIAL

Must Mention Coupon Offer While Ordering 

To Receive Discount And Present Upon Food 

Receipt. Not To Be Combined With Any Other 

Offer. Exp. 05/31/2017
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THE THROGGS

3602/3604 East Tremont Avenue  

Check Out These
Stores In The

Throggs Neck Mall!

TAILS ARE WAGGIN' AND PETS ARE BRAGGIN'

3604 A E.Tremont Ave.

347-680-5921 347-680-5929
ALL SERVICES BY APPOINTMENT ONLY

$300OFF
WITH COUPON ONLY

FEBRUARY AND MARCH SPECIAL DOOGIE SPA TREATMENT

Shih-Tzu, Maltese and Yorkie!!
INCLUDES BATH WITH OATMEAL SHAMPOO AND OATMEAL CONDITIONER

HAIR TRIM, NAILS CUT AND EARS CLEANED

$50Starting
At

A2z Construction Group
Inc.

347-287-1593

AMSTERDAM AIR COOLING

212-787-7700

   Commercial $ Residential

    upon request

COMING SOON
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See what the Throggs Neck Mall is all about!
You can sit and dine in our cozy courtyard. 
Order from the best smokehouse in the 
Bronx at the Alley Cat Smokehouse.NECK MALL

Offi ce/Retail Space Available in the Mall Call 917-232-2375

(2nd Floor) Suite 204

Lessons on all Instruments
Beginners & Intermediate

Repairs, Recordings, Video

Live Bands
Disc Jockeys Available
Call 646-261-0170
    or 646-331-9707
for free consultation or
www.justnutsmusic.net

Want to play an instrument?
Just Nuts Music School

THE STYLIST &
THE BARBER
The Throggs Neck Mall
3602 E. Tremont Avenue
Bronx, NY 10465

718-684-1191

50% OFF
First Color Service

Chair Rental
Looking for stylist, barbers and/or nail tech with a following

Eyelash Extensions

Stylist: Jen  Barber: JayWOMEN MEN

Top Producer

Free Home Evaluation. Get Top Dollar For Your House. Let Us Sell Your Home

917-957-6800

GOOD RENTERS SEEKING ONE BEDROOM, TWO BEDROOM AND 
THREE BEDROOM APARTMENTS. LIST YOUR APARTMENT WITH US.

COMMERCIAL SPACE

APARTMENTS / HOUSES FOR RENT
Throggs Neck.  3+ bedroom spacious duplex. Laundry in unit. $2650
Bedford Pk Area. 1 bedroom. $1425
3 bedroom/2 bath.  Throggs Neck-Pelham Bay. Laundry in building $2150.

718-684-1191
 TS    MO SAL N  

Eyebrow * Waxing * Threading * Eyelash * Tinting * 
F i l

Open 7 Days
9:30am - 7:30pm

347-455-0198

Eyebrow Threading

Only $5

Throggs Neck Mall.  E Tremont Ave.  Offi ces available.  400-1200 Sq Ft. 
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Community Board 7 held 
its First Annual Women’s Em-
powerment Summit on Satur-
day, April 8. 

The chair of CB 7, Adaline 
Walker Santiago, MA, brought 
this idea of having a Women’s 
Empowerment Summit where 
prestigious leaders would 
share their most precious se-
crets of success. 

The summit was a success 
due to the vast collaboration 
of CB 7, the 17 panelists who 
offered their most valuable se-
crets of success coupled with 
the countless institutions, or-
ganizations, powerful lead-
ers, elected offi cials, multi-
ple sponsors and individuals 
from the community.  The 
all-women-owned event-pro-
ducing company, MAS Pro-
ductions, organized the event. 
Lehman College was recog-
nized for offering the space for 
the summit. 

Attendees were offered 
continental breakfast and a 
lunch buffet. Women in atten-
dance had opportunities for 

CB 7’s Women’s Empowerment Summit
networking and empowering 
one another through presenta-
tions and demonstrations. 

The 17 panelists comprised 
of: Public Advocate Letitia 
James; chair of Bronx CB 7 
Adaline Walker Santiago; Dep-
uty Borough President Aure-
lia Green; District Attorney 
Darcel D.Clark; R.N. and wife 
of Assemblyman Mark Gjonaj, 
Roberta Gjonaj; CEO of North 
Central Bronx Hospital Cris-
tina Contreras; anthropolo-
gist, writer, advocate and wife 
of president of Lehman College, 
Dr. Jose Luis Cruz, Dr Rima 
Brusi; president of Institute for 
Latino Research Maria Teresa 
Montilla; executive vice presi-
dent of 1199SEIU Neva Shil-
lingford-King; CB7 chair of the 
Web Site, Media & Acknowl-
edgement Committee Gwen 
Thomas-Steed; -Lt. Col. Merryl 
David Tengesdal; Bronx Parks 
Commissioner  Iris Rodriguez 
Rosa; Interim  Superintendent 
of NYC DOE District 10 Mari-
bel Torres; senior specialist 
advisory Neighborhood Com-

missioner - Rochelle Bent; di-
rector of Woodlawn Cemetery  
Barbara Selesky; CB 7 chair of 
the Housing & Land Use Com-
mittee; Jean Hill, CB 7chair of 
the Education and Youth Com-
mittee Gloria Bent; and CB 
7 chair of Veterans Commit-
tee and 2nd vice chair  Robyn 
Saunders.

Participating institutions, 
donors, and sponsors included 
Herbert H. Lehman College, 

New York Botanical Garden, 
New York Public Library, 
North Central Bronx Hospital, 
Montefi ore Hospital, Norwood 
News, New York State Senate, 
NYC Parks, Albanian Ameri-
can Open Hand Association, 
BronxNet, Metro Plus, Crunch 
Fitness, State Committeeman 
Kenny Agosto, Sandra Erick-
son Real Estate, Applebee’s 
Restaurant, Golden Krust, 
Salsa Con Fuego Restaurant, 

Salsa Catering, Canei Wine 
Distributors, Bridge Arts 
ICYAM Corporation, Moja 
Restaurant, Foodtown, Aller-
ton International Merchants, 
the Avril Francis Show, Pa-
tricia Britton, Yini A. Ro-
driquez, Gwendolyn Thomas-
Steed, Ava Warner, Maricruz 
De Ana, Jacinth S. Ruddock, 
Annette Jumpp, Lurline Hall, 
Pastor Mary Law, and local 
elected offi cials.

Women’s Empowerment Summit panelists.

Action

Association

BY FRANK V. VERNUCCIO, JR.
The news that Victor Da-

vid Garcia Bebek, a nonciti-
zen in Kansas, has pleaded 
guilty to three counts of vot-
ing unlawfully in 2012 and 
2014 has implications far be-
yond a single state or a single 
incident

Denial of voter fraud has 
been a mantra of the left for 
some time, even as reports 
of clear and evident voting 
and voting registration fraud 
have become available.  Col-
umnist Pamela Gellar has 
noted that “Voter fraud is 
rampant. Were the full ex-
tent of it known, I am sure it 
would shock the world.”

It is not surprising that 
the prosecution arose in Kan-
sas. The ‘Sunfl ower State’ is 
the only one of the 50 that em-
powers its secretary of state 
to prosecute election law vio-
lations.

The Obama Administra-
tion engaged in consistent 
and signifi cant efforts to pre-
vent the detection and prose-
cution of these crimes. Leftist 
politicians are keenly aware 
that new arrivals to the U.S., 
especially those that come il-
legally, vote Democrat.

Indeed, not only did the 
Obama White House fail in 
its duty to prevent violations 
of the law, it actually encour-
aged this activity by moving 
with great force to foster the 
conditions that allow voter 

fraud to occur.      
J. Christian Adams, an at-

torney in the voting rights 
section of the Department 
of Justice, has written that 
the Obama Administration 
killed any moves to address 
voter fraud, and specifi cally 
hired attorneys “whose main 
career experience was in 
subverting voting laws…”  
Harassing state offi cials who 
sought to insure accurate bal-
loting by imposing identifi ca-
tion requirements, and clean-
ing up voter rolls, became an 
obsession of the Obama’s Jus-
tice Department

Hans Von Spakovsky, 
writing in National Review 
last year as the Presidential 
contest moved into gear,  de-
scribed how ‘The U.S. Election 
Assistance Commission (EAC) 
had moved to allow Kansas, 
Georgia, Alabama, and Ari-
zona to enforce their proof-
of-citizenship voter-registra-
tion requirement. The Obama 
Justice Department moved 
against the action, part of its 
ongoing goal of allowing ille-
gals to vote and to allow other 
voting violations to occur.’

Also in 2016, the True the 
Vote organization pleaded 
unsuccessfully with the DOJ 
to move against a clear-cut 
caser of alien voting. A letter 
to the U.S. Attorney for the 
Western District Annette L. 
Hayes, Catherine Engelbrect, 
the organization’s chief, pro-

vided information concern-
ing a specifi c case of non-cit-
izen voting: “As you know, 
18 U.S.C. § 611 prohibits ‘any 
alien’ from participating in 
federal elections while the 
National Voter Registration 
Act of 1993 requires individ-
uals wishing to register to 
affi rm their U.S. citizenship. 
The Washington State voter 
registration form also ex-
pressly notes that those un-
able to attest to the same shall 
‘not complete this form.’  Ac-
cording to most recent data 
available from the Washing-
ton Secretary of State, [an 
alien described by name and 
address in the letter] regis-
tered to vote on September 
27, 2014 and proceeded to cast 
and be credited for votes in 
the 2014 General, 2015 Gen-
eral and 2016 Primary. His 
voter registration at the time 
of this letter’s submission is 
still listed as Active, accord-
ing to public records…”

In 2015, the New York 
Analysis of Policy and Gov-
ernment reported that “State 
offi cials are raising an alarm 
about the potential for non-

citizen, unlawful voting to 
substantially affect upcom-
ing elections.  This is a major 
issue when considering the 
signifi cant numbers of ille-
gals entering and remaining 
in the United States, particu-
larly during the tenure of the 
Obama Administration.”

Ohio’s Secretary of State, 
Jon Husted wrote a letter  to 
the White House protesting 
Obama’s policy, stating:

“I write regarding the con-
sequences the recent Immi-
gration Accountability Execu-
tive Actions may have on the 
administration of federal and 
state elections. Consistent with 
federal and state law, states are 
responsible for ensuring the 
integrity of our elections. As a 
swing state with access to vot-
ing that is already expansive, 
Ohio takes this responsibility 
very seriously. In spite of our 
diligence maintaining accu-
rate voter registration rolls, 
however, the recent executive 
actions could jeopardize their 
integrity by making it much 
easier for people who are not 
U.S. citizens to illegally regis-
ter and cast ballots…

“The source of the prob-
lem is that the recent execu-
tive actions enable millions 
of non-U.S. citizens to obtain 
valid Social Security num-
bers and driver’s licenses. 
Under federal law, any per-
son with a valid Social Se-
curity number or driver’s 

license can register to vote, 
so long as they attest to their 
eligibility to do so.  As a re-
sult, the recent executive ac-
tions dramatically expand 
the opportunities for illegal 
voter registrations in Ohio 
and other states by non-cit-
izen voters who have valid 
forms of identifi cation and 
who willingly or negligently 
affi rm their eligibility to 
vote. This problem is espe-
cially serious in the context 
of third-party voter registra-
tion drives, which are preva-
lent in Ohio and other states. 
Such drives occur outside of 
the presence of election offi -
cials who could explain that 
citizenship—not mere lawful 
presence—is a fundamental 
requirement for registering 
to vote and who can caution 
non-citizens against errone-
ous attestations.

“In short, by enabling mil-
lions of non-citizens to access 
valid forms of the types of 
identifi cation required to reg-
ister to vote, the recent exec-
utive actions have increased 
the risk that non-citizens may 
illegally register to vote and 
vote in our elections…”

The effort by left-wing and 
progressive politicians to ig-
nore voting fraud, and to pro-
tect the environment that al-
lows this brand of crime to be 
committed, has become the 
greatest challenge to Ameri-
ca’s electoral system.
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Hispanic Day Parade 2016 
queen Stafania Salinas cel-
ebrated with singer-song-
writer EC Salsero. 
 Photo by Silvio Pacifi co

(l-r) Honoree inspector Fausto Pichardo, 43rd Precinct com-
manding offi cer; Aurora Carrion, 43rd Precinct Community 
Council president; honoree Borough Commander assistant 
chief Larry Nikunen and Gwen Gabriel, 43rd Precinct Com-
munity Council vice president. Photo by Silvio Pacifi co

(l-r) SUV’s Pastor Jay Gooding, direc-
tor of community outreach; Erika 
Mendelsohn, program director and 
Minister Kwame Thompson, out-
reach director, were honored at the 
gala. Photo by Silvio Pacifi co

Michael Fischer, Stevenson 
Commons owner, proudly 
accepted his award and ci-
tation. 
 Photo by Silvio Pacifi co

John Ross (c), Bronx Honda manager, was honored 
with an award and citation. Photo by Silvio Pacifi co

Marisol Sierra was formally 
recognized as ‘School 
Crossing Guard of the Year’. 
 Photo by Silvio Pacifi co

Parkchester Public Safety and Security sergeant Nel-
son Graulau (r) was honored for his service. 
 Photo by Silvio Pacifi co

Offi cer Jomar Gonzalez (r) was declared 
‘Auxilary Offi cer of the Year’. 
 Photo by Silvio Pacifi co

NYPD Explorer Kedwin Contreras (l) re-
ceived accolades for his service to the 
community. Photo by Silvio Pacifi co

Honoree offi cer Louis Encarnacion (r) was all 
smiles at the annual breakfast gala. 
 Photo by Silvio Pacifi co

Offi cer Robert Troiani was 
honored by the precinct’s 
community council. 
 Photo by Silvio Pacifi co

Offi cer Satinderpal Singh 
was conferred a prestigious 
recognition at the ceremony.
 Photo by Silvio Pacifi co

Offi cer Christopher Taranto 
was honored for his dedi-
cated service to the commu-
nity. Photo by Silvio Pacifi co

Police offi cer Patrick Wallace (r) was one of many exemplary 
offi cers honored at the event. Photo by Silvio Pacifi co

Offi cer Christian Guitier-
rez (r) proudly accepted his 
awards. 
 Photo by Silvio Pacifi co

Honoree offi cer Kiel Sui (c) happily accepted his awards. 
 Photo by Silvio Pacifi co

The 43rd Precinct Community Council and 43rd Precinct Community Affairs saluted several distinguished members of the community and law enforcement at its annual Fellow-
ship Breakfast on Tuesday, April 18 at the Sonia Sotomayor Community Center. This year’s honorees were inspector Fausto Pichardo, 43rd Precinct commanding offi cer; Borough 
Commander assistant chief Larry Nikunen; Stand Up to Violence; Michael Fischer, Stevenson Commons owner; John Ross, Bronx Honda manager; school crossing guard Marisol 
Sierra; Parkchester Public Safety and Security sergeant Nelson Graulau; Auxiliary offi cer Jomar Gonzalez; NYPD Explorer Kedwin Contreras and offi cers Louis Encarnacion, Robert 
Troiani, Satinderpal Singh, Patrick Wallace, Christian Guitierrez, Christopher Taranto and Kiel Sui.

43rd Precinct Community Council’s Fellowship Breakfast
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TOM ALLON

Charming, handsome, and 
homeless, the 25-year-old we’ll 
call Bruce and I were eating 

dinner at the small Manhattan shel-
ter where I volunteer once a month. 
We were both enjoying the pasta pro-
vided by another volunteer, but only 
one of us was drinking a $3 bottle of 
water.

“What?” I exclaimed when Bruce 
told me how much he had paid for the 
bottle he had bought earlier that day. 
“How can you possibly spend that 
much on water? How can anyone? 
Tap water is free!”

Bruce just started an $11-an-hour 
job in Brooklyn. He’s got to save up 
for a room, and taking out $3 chunks 
for a liquid that fl ows freely just 
doesn’t make sense to me. But to 
him? It is vital. 

“This water is safe,” he said, pick-
ing up his bottle. 

“So is water from the sink,” says 
I.

His friend, a young woman who 
is also in the workforce and also 
homeless (never assume that home-
less equals not working) stood up for 
him. 

“The water from the tap has all 
sorts of chemicals in it.”

“The water in bottles is tap wa-
ter!” an older shelter guest chimed 
in, laughing heartily.

Bruce just shrugged.
“I got to stay healthy.”
So allow me, as a public service, to 

ask the questions that 
need answers, begin-
ning with: Is bottled 
water really better for 
us than New York City 
tap water?

“In general, the mu-
nicipal water supply 
of any given area has 
more rigorous envi-
ronmental standards 
and controls than the 
water supplies used by 
private bottlers,” said 
Richard Murdocco, a 
columnist who writes 
on urban planning issues and has 
worked with environmental and hous-
ing groups. 

What’s more, New York City’s water 
is not just any hometown’s H2O. It is a 
roaring, rushing paragon of purity, said 
Murdocco. 

“The water supply is so pure that it 
went unfi ltered for decades until fed-
eral law mandated New York City fi lter 
the water, a move city offi cials thought 
was unnecessary.” 

So why are people afraid of it?
For starters, because bad news al-

ways gets more attention than — yawn 
— anything that is fi ne. 

“Headlines [are] about bad tap wa-
ter, especially in locations like Flint, 
Michigan,” said Jacob Hatch, author of 
the Hydration Anywhere blog. People 
remember fuzzy factoids about plas-
tics and pipes and toxins and leaching, 

it. Just fi ll it with more water tomor-
row.”

Oh no, no, no, no, came the reply. 
“Refi ll it and the plastic breaks 

down and gets into your blood.”
“That’s patently untrue,” says Mi-

chael Cervin, author of “Our World 
of Water: The Good, the Bad & and 
the Ugly of Earth’s Most Critical Re-
source,” and blogger at This World of 
Water.  If you are using the same bot-
tle for years and years, Cervin said, 
then yes, it can start wearing out, the 
way Tupperware gets tired after 10 or 
15 years. But refi lling it for weeks on 
end is no threat to anyone’s health, so 
long as you wash the bottle out with 
soap and water from time to time. Re-
member, Cervin added, we’re not eat-
ing the bottle, “we’re merely using it 
as a vessel to consume a beverage.”

I didn’t have all this info at my 
fi ngertips at the shelter, but I did 
have some sheets of paper, so I taught 
Bruce and his friend how to make 
an origami cup the next time they’re 
thirsty and don’t want to spend $3. 

They we fi lled the cups with tap 
water, toasted to better times, and 
drank deep.

Somehow, all three of us sur-
vived. 

Lenore Skenazy’s show “World’s 
Worst Mom” debuts Jan. 22 on the 
Discovery Life Channel. She is also 
a public speaker and author of the 
book, blog, and Twitter feed, Free-
Range Kids.

but, “In general, wa-
ter quality is some-
thing people know lit-
tle about,” said Hatch. 
With so much quasi-
info fl oating around, 
we think we heard 
something terrible 
about something, not 
quite sure what, and 
we not only believe it’s 
true, we believe it’s go-
ing to kill us all right 
here, right now. 

In point of fact, 
Hatch continued, stud-

ies show that “bottled water is not, on 
average, any cleaner or safer to drink 
than tap water.” Where bottled and tap 
are not equal is when it comes to pollut-
ing.

Producing a bottle of water actually 
uses about six times more water than is 
contained in the bottle itself. And then 
there’s the energy used to make the bot-
tle, label the bottle, fi ll the bottle, trans-
port the bottle (sometimes across en-
tire oceans) and stock the bottle. Then 
there’s our energy we burn to schlep the 
bottle home.

What’s more, 80 percent of the 50 bil-
lion plastic water bottles purchased in 
the U.S. every year do not end up re-
cycled. Off they go to landfi ll. (More 
schlepping).

“So if you need the convenience of a 
water bottle,” I said to Bruce, “or if you 
love that particular bottle, at least reuse 

RHYMES 
WITH CRAZY

Is bottled water really safer than NYC’s tap water?

My freshman roommate at 
Cornell in 1981 pasted a picture 
of a blonde coed on his wall one 
day.

“Who’s that?” I asked half 
curiously and half condescend-
ingly.

“She’s a beautiful, conser-
vative goddess who lives in U-
Hall 6 across the way,” he an-
swered.

That was my fi rst introduc-
tion to a noxious young woman 
named Anne Coulter, who con-
tinues to make waves now, 
more than three decades since 
I last saw her.

We would later become 
drinking partners, going to lo-
cal bars and debating politics. 
We came from opposite ends of 
the political spectrum and al-
though I found almost all her 
views repugnant, she was fun 
to joust with.

Even then she had a fl air for 
the extremely politically incor-
rect remark that was meant to 
shock more than inform. Once, 
one of her verbal bombs forced 
me to pour my bottle of beer in 
her lap in mock anger.

The time I spilled beer on Anne Coulter — on purpose
We lost touch in the late 

1980s in our mid-20s, but like 
many, I have watched the arc of 
her so-called career as a politi-
cal arsonist with half fascina-
tion and half disgust.

It is hard to know where to 
start in listing some examples 
of her offensive views. But here 
goes:

In 2012, she said on Fox 
News that “single women look 
to the government to be their 
husbands and give them, you 
know, prenatal care and pre-
school care and kindergarten 
care and school lunches.”

Wow. That is wrong on so 
many levels that it is not wor-
thy of some old-fashioned moral 
outrage.

Or how about this: In 2015, 
she said, “If you don’t want to 
be killed by ISIS, don’t go to 
Syria. If you don’t want to be 
killed by a Mexican, there’s 
nothing I can tell you.”

Remind you of someone who 
recently moved to Washington, 
D.C.?

And now comes news that 
Madame Coulter is stirring up 

an old-fashioned campus riot 
at the University of California 
at Berkeley. She was invited to 
speak by the campus Young Re-
publicans, but university offi -
cials are trying to postpone her 
speech because the police have 
“very specifi c intelligence of 
threats that could pose danger 
to the speaker.”

Well, this is a real compli-
cated one. Like almost any 
thoughtful American, I fi rmly 
believe in free speech as pro-
tected by the First Amend-
ment.

The idea that Coulter has 
been threatened is also repug-
nant to me. Even if I strongly 
object to her views and the way 
she expresses them, we should 
fi ght vigorously for her right to 
speak.

It is people like her — and 
her media enablers like Ru-
pert Murdoch — who paved 
the way for Washington grid-
lock, the Tea Party, and Donald 
Trump and his minority band 
of Trumpists. They will have to 
live with the consequences of 
their actions. History will not 

be kind to them.
But in the meantime, go 

ahead and peacefully pro-
test her speech, ask piercing 
questions afterwards, and let 
Coulter’s self-serving xenopho-
bia be on full display so that 
we can rebut her untruths and 
slanders.

Pouring that beer in her lap 

may have been one of the most 
intellectually honest things 
I’ve ever done.

Tom Allon, president of City 
& State NY, was a Republican 
and Liberal Party-backed may-
oral candidate in 2013 before he 
left to return to the private sec-
tor. Reach him at tallon@cit-
yandstateny.com.
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Transportation services for seniors
Do you need help getting to and 

from your medical appointments?  
Transportation Services are available 
to seniors Monday through Friday, 8 
a.m. to 4 p.m., in community districts 
9, 10, 11 and 12.

  • Door to door service for all medi-
cal appointments

Bronx Zoo Run for the Wild Saturday, April 29th 

Empire State Poverty Reduction Initiative sessions
The Bronx has joined several com-

munities across New York State in 
developing and implementing inno-
vative plans to reduce poverty - the 
Empire State Poverty Reduction Ini-
tiative. 

It’s an important opportunity for 
people who live, love, and support the 
Bronx to build on its strengths and 
combat the scourge of poverty.

The 2017 WCS Run for the 
Wild is scheduled for Satur-
day, April 29, at the Bronx Zoo, 
located at 2300 Southern Bou-
levard. 

Runners, walkers, and 
wildlife supporters are in-

vited to participate in the 9th 
annual 5K race and family fun 
run/walk at the Bronx Zoo.

Each year, WCS Run for 
the Wild is committed to rais-
ing awareness of the threats 
facing wildlife while raising 

money to help WCS conser-
vation work at the Bronx Zoo 
and around the world. 

This year runners and 
walkers can choose to partic-
ipate on behalf of whichever 
species most inspires them. 

Since its inception in 2009, 
more than more than 40,000 
people have participated at the 
Bronx Zoo.

 The 5k race for individual 
runners will begin at 8 a.m.; 
casual runners and walkers 

can take part in the Family 
Fun Run/Walk at 8:45 a.m.

 More than 5,000 runners 
and walkers are expected to 
participate.

For information call (718) 
367-1010.

The community is welcome to join 
in on one of ESPRI’s Bronx Planning 
Institute sessions on Friday, May 5, 9 
a.m. to 3 p.m. or Saturday, May 6, 10 
a.m. to 4 p.m. at Metropolitan College 
of New York, 463 E. 149th Street.

The session will identify high-need 
areas and develop ideas to ensure all 
Bronxites have what they need to be 
successful. 

Breakfast and lunch will be pro-
vided boty days.

Spanish, Haitian Creole, and 
French interpretation will be avail-

able on Saturday, May 6.
To reserve a spot email www.chil-

drensaid society.org/espri-rsvp es-
pri@childrensaidssociety.org.

• Courteous, professional drivers
• Clean vehicles
• Handicap accessibility, including 

wheelchair lifts 
For further information, call Mil-

dred Cardona, program director of the 
R.A.I.N. Transportation Program at 
(718) 882-8513.  

Shop In Our 
Classified 

Pages 
and Save 

Money

OPEN HOUSE
3200 Schley Ave., Throggs Neck, Bronx NY 10465

Saturday, April 29th th 

This is a corner store, near affluent condos, marinas and beach clubs, 
located at Schley Ave & Vincent Ave. in the Throggs Neck/Country Club 

area of the Bronx. Presently operating, clean, turn-key business. 
Recently remodelled and is beautiful. You must see the first class 

large professional, fully equipped stainless steel kitchen.

IDEAL FOR ANY CATERING BUSINESS, 
or satellite kitchen for your other stores.

Equipment includes a Globe deli slicer, refrigerated deli cases, 
beverage coolers, dairy cooler, freezers, BUNN 5-burner coffee machine, 
2 display steam tables for serving hot lunches, modern storage cabinets, 
gondolas/shelving, LOTTO machine, ATM, central alarm security system 
with CCTV, rooftop AC unit, professional double stove with 10 burners, 
PITCO oil fryer, U.S. RANGE broiler, TOASTMASTER 36” griddle, 

a large three compartment commercial sink, pots, pans, utensils,
 stainless steel tables & counters, and much more.

The owners of this business are retiring and are now looking to sell.
There is HUGE potential with this location. Revenue, including the catering 
business is about $360,000/year. We do not sell beer or tobacco products.
 A strong operator and better merchandiser could greatly grow this operation 

just by adding tobacco and beer. The store is 1,600 square feet, 
with another 2,500 square foot basement which has two walk-in coolers.

Must see, call 917-821-7560 to join us for the OPEN HOUSE

HOPE TO SEE YOU! THANKS FOR COMING IN !

DELI GROCERY STORE & CATERING BUSINESS FOR SALE
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(l-r) Steve Gephard, CT Fisheries; Marit Larson, NYC Parks chief of Forestry, Horticulture and Natural Resources; Jennifer 
Greenfi eld, NYC Parks assistant commissioner of Forestry, Horticulture and Natural Resources and Liam Kavanagh, NYC 
parks fi rst deputy commissioner. Photo by Malcolm Pinckney, NYC Parks

Several alewife herring were ready to make the Bronx River 
their new home. Photo by Malcolm Pinckney, NYC Parks

NYC Parks, the Wildlife Conservation Society, the Bronx River Alliance and the Connecticut Department of Energy and Environmental Protection stocked the Bronx River with 400 alewife 
herring on Thursday, April 20 in efforts to restore a native migratory fi sh run in the city’s largest freshwater river. The fi sh stocking builds upon an ongoing effort to re-establish a self-
sustaining population of these native fi sh serving as an important food source for larger fi sh, birds and other wildlife in our ocean, estuaries and rivers. 

PARKS FILLS BRONX RIVER WITH 400 HERRING

Astronaut lieutenant colonel Merryl Tengesdal (l) and Adaline Walker San-
tiago, CB 7 chairwoman, gave riveting addresses at this year’s Women’s Em-
powerment Summit. Photo courtesy of MAS Productions

Community Board 7 hosted its inaugural Women’s Empowerment Summit 
on Saturday, April 8 at Lehman College to rave reviews! The one-of-a-kind 
summit featured an inspirational panel composed of Public Advocate Letitia 
James; Adaline Walker Santiago, CB 7 chairwoman; Borough Deputy Presi-
dent Aurelia Green; District Attorney Darcel Clark; registered nurse Roberta 
Gjonaj; Cristina Contreras, North Central Bronx Hospital CEO; anthropologist 
Dr. Rima Brusi; Maria Teresa Montilla, Institute for Latino Research president; 
Neva Shillingford-King, 1199SEIU executive vice president; Gwen Thomas-
Steed, CB 7 Web Site, Media & Acknowledgement Committee chairwoman; 
lieutenant colonel Merryl David Tengesdal; Bronx Parks Commissioner Iris 
Rodriguez-Rosa; Maribel Torres, NYC Department of Education District 10 
interim superintendent; Rochelle Bent, senior specialist advisory neighbor-
hood commissioner; Barbara Selesky, Woodlawn Cemetery director; Jean 
Hill, CB 7 Housing and Land Use Committee chairwoman; Gloria Bent, CB 7 
Education and Youth Committee chairwoman and Robyn Saunders, CB 7 Vet-
erans Committee chairwoman and CB 7 second vice chairwoman.

CB 7’S WOMEN’S EMPOWERMENT SUMMIT

Lisa Hall (l),Harmony Court program director, received some educational literature from Alpha Care’s 
Danny S. Rivera. Photo by Silvio Pacifi co

Harmony Court hosted an inaugural Earth Day celebration on Friday, April 21 to encourage people to take 
care of themselves and the environment.

HARMONY COURT CELEBRATES EARTH DAY
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Spring is here and it ushers in many 
wonderful things like warm weather, 
fl owers in bloom, and sunny skies. If 
you are one of the millions who suffer 
from allergies, spring can also mean 
suffering from itchy and watery eyes, 
a runny nose, congestion, and other 
similar symptoms. While scientists 
have not discovered a cure for aller-
gies, there are things that you can do 
to make this season easier. 

Know your triggers. Everyone has 
allergic reactions to different sub-
stances. Talk to your primary care 
professional as to whether you should 
get allergy testing. Allergy testing can 
alert you to your particular triggers 
and know how best to avoid them. 

Avoid allergens (such as dust, pol-
len from trees and fl owers, and pet 
dander) that can trigger symptoms. If 
doing gardening or other yardwork, be 
sure to wear a protective mask and eye 
protection to lessen your exposure to 
allergens in the air (if you have ques-
tions about what type of device you 
should purchase, check with your 
health care provider). When indoors, 
one recommendation is to use HEPA 
fi lters on your air condition as well 
as vacuum and be sure to clean these 
fi lters regularly so they can continue 
to function at an optimal level. Check 
pollen counts before venturing out-
doors and take more precautions on a 

by Health Seniors CliCC Allergies
higher pollen count day. If you have a 
dog that goes outside, consider rinsing 
the dog in water before bringing him 
back into the house.

Go on the offensive and consider 
medication options to combat your sea-
sonal allergies (but always discuss the 
use of any new over-the-counter or pre-
scription drugs fi rst with your physi-
cian/NP or pharmacist so that you can 
avoid any harmful drug-drug interac-
tions). Your medical provider or phar-
macist can suggest a variety of medica-
tions (such as saline nasal sprays, oral 
anti-histimines and eye drops) to help 
you combat your seasonal allergies. 

These simple tips can help to im-
prove your quality of life during this 
allergy season. 

R.A.I.N.s Alzheimer’s Caregiver 
Link Program, in conjunction with the 
Latino Alzheimer’s Coalition of NY, is 
hosting a conference for caregivers of 
those suffering from Alzheimer’s or 
Dementia and for professionals in the 
fi eld. 

The conference is Tuesday, May 
2, at Lincoln Hospital on 234 E. 149th 
Street. Please contact Julio Gonzalez, 
Program Manager, at (646) 727-5715 or 
at julio.gonzalez@raininc.org to regis-
ter.

Co-Sponsored by the Hartford Insti-
tute for Geriatric Nursing at NYU and 
R.A.I.N.

Community Board 11
Health Fair Sat., May 5

Community Board will host a 
health fair on Saturday, May 6, noon 
to 4 p.m. at Loreto Playground, Morris 
Park Avenue (between Tomlinson and 
Haight avenues)

Featured at the fair will be nutri-

tion and fi tness information, health-
care facilitoes amd providers, free 
demos and giveaways.

For more information and/or to 
participate, contact CB 11 offi ce at (718) 
892-6262.

Essen Health Care proudly an-
nounced the successful match of 17 of 
its Clinical Clerkship Program par-
ticipants to Residency Training Pro-
grams – a 68% success rate - at hospi-
tals across the country. The placement 
offers were extended by a number of 
competitive hospitals in New York, in-
cluding Bronx Lebanon Hospital Cen-
ter and New York–Presbyterian Hospi-
tal. Other notable placement locations 
included Capital Health Medical Cen-
ter in New Jersey, Marshall School 
University of Medicine in West Vir-
ginia, and Berkshire Medical Center 
in Massachusetts.

“We are very excited for all the 
clerkship participants who matched 
this year. Their success is a testa-
ment to our clerkship program and 
will serve as role model for future resi-
dents,” said Dr. Sumir Sahgal, medical 

director of Essen Health Care.
Since its inception in 2005, Essen’s 

Clinical Clerkship Program has pro-
vided a vehicle for International Medi-
cal Graduates (IMGs) to garner the do-
mestic clinical experience necessary 
for U.S. residency program placement. 
The program is offered as either a 
part-time or full-time position, geared 
toward helping participants accrue 
clinical hours to more competitively 
position their application and en-
hanced qualifi cations for possible resi-
dency placement in the U.S. In addition 
to providing hands-on clinical experi-
ence, Essen Health Care offers oppor-
tunities for employment, networking, 
and research and publication outlets 
for all IMG program participants.

For more information call Abra-
ham Gandi at (929) 239-4160 or via 
email at AGandi@essenmd.com.

Essen Medical Clerkship Program
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Guest artist Miguel Angel Mendoza Melchor 
exhibited some of his awe-inspiring works. 
 Photo by Aracelis Batista

Alberto Villalobos ‘unearthed’ some of his 
hidden creativity at the opening reception. 
 Photo by Aracelis Batista

The BxArts Factory, The Point CDC and Alberto Villalobos presented ‘Men of Clay / Hombres 
de Arcilla: Art Exhibit and Installation by Alberto Villalobos with Guest Artist Miguel Angel 
Mendoza Melchor’ on Saturday, April 22 at The Point Campus on 1391 Lafayette Avenue.

MEN OF CLAY OPENING RECEPTION

(l-r) Throggs Neck residents Bob and Sandy Diesbach and Larry Diesbach enjoyed a family 
outing in front of an out-of-this-world Chihuly sculpture. Photo by Ray Maldonado

In more than a decade, artworks by world-renowned artist Dale Chihuly were viewed at the 
New York Botanical Garden on Saturday, April 22 and Sunday, April 23. Presented by Bank 
of America, Chihuly showcased approximately 20 installations, drawings and early works 
revealing the evolution and development of Chihuly’s artistic process during his celebrated 
career. Among the singular pieces, a new monumental work inspired by Chihuly’s storied 
1975 Artpark installation will enliven the water features of the Native Plant Garden and the 
Enid A. Haupt Conservatory Courtyard’s Tropical Pool, refl ecting the interplay and move-
ment of color and light. The exhibit will be on display until Sunday, October 29. For additional 
information, visit www.nybg.org/event/chihuly/.

NYBG EXHIBITS CHIHULY ARTWORK

(back, l-r) Bob Bieder, CB 10 Youth Services and Edu-
cation Committee chairman; Stephanie Woods; Irene 
Guanill; Dr. Alvin Ponder; Reginald Sawyer and Nick Salq 
(front, r) with Yankee Youth Leadership Awards recipi-
ents (front, l-r) Nicholas Leone, Jack Ruzzo, Christine 
Rice, Xiomara Llorente and Xin Yi. 
 Photo by Silvio Pacifi co

Community Board 10 formally recognized fi ve local com-
munity youth volunteers who were selected by the CB10’s 
Education Committee to receive New York Yankees Youth 
Leadership Scholar Awards during its monthly meeting 
on Monday, April 17 at the board offi ce.

CB 10’S YANKEES 
LEADERSHIP AWARDS

John Marano (3rd from r), John Provetto (2nd from r), police offi cer Malafronte (r) and aux-
iliary offi cers gave graffi ti-affected areas in Castle Hill a much needed fresh coat of paint. 
 Photo courtesy of Bailey Provetto

The 45th Precinct Auxiliary assistant crime prevention and graffi ti coordinator police offi cer 
Frank Malafronte on Saturday, April 15 worked with  community activist John Marano and 
John Provetto, Graffi ti Free 45th Bronx founder, on ridding Castle Hill of unsightly graffi ti.

GRAFFITI FREE 45TH CLEANS CASTLE HILL

Beth Abraham patient David was giddy with excitement meeting therapy horse Cupid. 
 Photo by Silvio Pacifi co

Beth Abraham Center patients received a heartwarming visit from a mini pony named Cupid 
on Monday, April 17 as part of their therapy.

MINI HORSE GREETS BETH ABE PATIENTS
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WALKING CLUB with Jon Q! 

Engage in the benefits of the low-impact 
cardio exercise in this 4 week program. 

Mondays from 10am-11am 

May 1st-May 22nd  

(4 week program 1 day per week) 

10am-11am 

All ages welcome $40  
Orientation Date April 24th 10am-11am 

   

Contact: 

Erika Hernandez, ehernandez@ymcanyc.org 

Bronx YMCA  

2 Castle Hill Avenue 

Bronx NY 10473 

212.912.2490 

Sunday,  
May 7, 2017 
10am - 2pm 

Bronx YMCA 
Munch Center 

2 Castle Hill Avenue 
Bronx, NY 10473 

For more information, contact Master George, 347-228-8042 

On Thursday, April 20, the 
Bronx YMCA’s New Ameri-
cans Welcome Center (NAWC) 
hosted, “Know Your Rights: A 
Community Forum on Immi-
gration,” as part of the efforts 
to quell the fears of those in the 
community who may be fac-
ing immigration issues given 
the policies set in place by the 
Trump Administration.  

The event was co-spon-
sored by Councilwoman An-
nabel Palma.  

Selenie Villar, director of 
the New Americans Welcome 
Center, who organized the 
event, reached out to Palma to 
seek assistance and answers 
once she realized there was 
high anxiety and worry from 
the participants in the NAWC 
programs. 

“Many Individuals are 
struggling in search for an-
swers and it is our mission to 
help ease as many individu-
als as possible with accurate 
information”, said. Villar. 

Bronx YMCA executive di-
rector Sharlene Brown was 
supportive the moment Villar 
approached her with the idea 
of having this forum.  Noting 

social responsibility as be-
ing at the heart of the Bronx 
YMCA’s core values, Brown 
stated, “When issues arise 
that affect our members and 
community, we want them to 
know that if it affects one; it 
affects us all.  

“We want them to know 
that we are not only con-
cerned for their physical well-
being, but we are also here as 
an outlet to support them in 
those things that are impor-
tant for their lives.” 

Regarding the political 
and legal impact President 
Trump’s policies have on fam-
ilies in her district, Palma 
stated, “Recently, our immi-
grant communities have be-
come targets for this White 
House and its imperative we 
protect our neighbors no mat-
ter their religion, race, eth-
nicity, or culture. We need to 
emphasize [that] hate crimes 
or any form of discrimination 
will not be tolerated; we will 
work diligently with our local 
law enforcement to protect our 
most vulnerable populations.” 

Those in attendance were 
given lots pertinent infor-

mation and practical advice 
from lawyers and city and 
state organizations that ad-
vocate for immigration rights 
regularly.  

On hand was the Sauti Yetu 
Center for African Women 
and Families, NY County De-

YMCA hosts ‘Know Your Rights’

Councilwoman AnnabelPalma, director of New Americans Welcome Center, Selenie Villar, and Bronx YMCA ex-
ecutive director Sharlene Brown.

fender Services, Action NYC 
& NY Citizenship, Bronx 
Community Solutions, Vio-
lence Intervention Program, 
New York City Commission 
on Human Rights and Human 
Rights First. 

Praising. Villar for her 

good work, Brown stated, 
“You did a good job.  The fo-
rum was informative and 
very much needed. It was my 
pleasure to assist. Thank you 
for your commitment of suc-
cess to the New American 
population.”
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Justin Mashia (l) met author Gil Fagiani following his poetry reading. Photo by Thomas X. Casey

Author and director Philip Cioffari read an excerpt from his thrill-
ing ‘The Bronx Kill’ novel. Photo by Thomas X. Casey

The East Bronx History Forum and Huntington Free Library hosted authors Philip Cioffari and Gil Fagiani for a book reading on Wednesday, April 19. Cioffari read from his murder mystery 
novel ‘The Bronx Kill’ while Fagiani read from his ‘Logos’ poetry collection chronicling Bronx experiences.

HUNTINGTON FREE LIBRARY’S BOOK READINGS

Councilman King (c) proudly accepted his awards 
from Shalom Seventh Day Adventist Church. 
 Photo courtesy of Councilman Andy King’s Offi ce

Councilman Andy King was honored at Shalom 
Seventh Day Adventist Church’s Guest Day on 
Saturday, April 14 for his dedicated service to the 
community.

KING HONORED BY 
ADVENTIST CHURCH

The Van Cortlandt Titans who participated in 
football drills with Odell Beckham, Jr. (2nd 
row, c), were treated to a tour of MetLife 
Stadium and VIP photo lines with the NFL 
superstar. Photo courtesy of RF Binder

New York Giants wide receiver Odell Beck-
ham, Jr. hosted a football clinic for the Van 
Cortlandt Titans, winners of the Dunkin’ 
Donuts Catch of a Lifetime program, on 
Monday, April 17. Over 30 members of the 
Titans team, aged 13 to 17, took to the fi eld 
at MetLife Stadium in East Rutherford, NJ to 
learn the ins-and-outs from one of football’s 
biggest stars. The Van Cortlandt Titans were 
chosen from thousands of entries for exem-
plifying amazing sportsmanship, dedication 
and perseverance on and off the fi eld.

NFL STAR COACHES VAN CORTLANDT TITANS
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BY TONY SALIMBENE
Ok, some dates and remind-

ers; Last Friday in April, 7 p.m. 
at Sam Young Post 620 we have 
the last Community Board 10 
Veterans’ Services Committee 
meeting, last one until summer 
break, we skip a month and 
June is the board’s elections.

First Wednesday in May we 
have the Bronx County Legion 
Meeting, 7:30 p.m. also at Post 
620. Can’t thank them enough 
for all of their assistance.  All 
Legionnairs welcome, every 

post should try to send one or 
two representatives.

Sunday, May 7 we will have 
the Annual Blessing of the 
Colors (fl ags) at St. Benedicts 
Church, exact Mass time and 
colation after info to follow.

Don’t forget Mother’s Day 
on Sunday, May 14.

Monday, May 15 is the 
Bronx BP Annual Veteran’s 
Appreciation Breakfast at 
Maestro’s on Bronxdale Av-
enue, off Morris Park Avnue. 
You must call the borough 

president’s offi ce to RSVP.
Friday, June 9 is the Bronx 

County Convention/Elections, 
again, courtesy of Sam Young 
620.  Will start promptly at 
7:30, p.m. Please arrive earlier 
for registration of delegates 
and check-in.

We will have our Post 253 
meeting as usual in May, the 
3rd Sunday, at ATNY, featur-
ing nominations and election 
of offi cers.  Our June meeting 
will be moved to the 4th Sun-
day, the 3rd one is Father’s 
Day, a happy one to all you 
pops. 

It’s our end of season BBQ 
on the 25th with swearing in 
of the elected offi cers, some 
awards, tunes and fun. This 
time, at TN Memorial Post 
1456 on Shore Drive.

Of course, Memorial Day 
Weekend will be a busy one, 
certainly an important one, a 
sacred and special one. Same 
schedule as always, more info 
to follow with exact times and 
locations - culminating with 
a 2 p.m. annual parade down 
City Island Avenue and those 
fantastic hot dogs at Hawkins 
Post 156.

Until next time: “The fa-
cists of tomorrow will claim to 
be anti-facists.”  Sir Winston 
Churchill

BY MARY JANE MUSANO 
There are many reasons 

why I love this community but 
one of the most important rea-
sons is that when someone in 
our community needs help, we 
rally around them and offer 
our support.  We do what we 
can to make things better.

Recently, Pastor Ulf Lunow, 
of the First Lutheran Church, 
was diagnosed with esopha-
geal cancer.  He is doing well 
so far but the medical bills 
are mounting.  Pastor has al-
ways been ready to help our 
community in every way he 
can.  When we needed a place 

to hold our tree giveaways he 
invited us to use the church 
yard.  When we wanted to hold 
memorial services for those af-
fected by 9/11, we were invited 
to hold them at the church and 
the church community joined 
with us.  When we lost our 
meeting place at P.S. 14,  we 
were given space in Bartus 
Hall and became part of the 
FLC family.  Now he needs us 
and we must step up.

There will be a fund raiser 
at the church for pastor on 
Saturday, May 6 from 2 to 8 
p.m.  The cost per ticket will 
be $20per each adult and $5 for 

children from 13 to 16 years of 
age.  Children 12 and under 
are free.  You will be given a 
ticket so that you can come 
and go as you like.

There will be events hap-
pening all day long.  You can 
enjoy performances by jazz 
guitarist Lou Volpe, Joyce and 
Dale Smith, Korliss Uecker 
from the Metropolitan Opera, 

celebrated pianist Konstan-
tin Soukhovetski, Christian 
Aquino, Michael Sieber, Kelly 
Laggenbauer, Tito, Alexis, 
Natasha Rogue, Fred Brandt, 
The Parkchester Chorus, Joe 
Zamplione, Megan Amato, 
Bobby Geier, Kablillies the 
Clown and more.

There will be appetizers, 
hors d’oeuvers, wine, water, 
soda, desserts, tea and coffee.  
There will be raffl e tickets, 
penny sale baskets and a baked 
goods table.  A GoFundMe 
page has been set up for dona-
tions.  The link is GoFundMe.
com/PastorUlfLunow.

If you want to donate baked 
goods for the event, please 
bring them to the church be-
fore the event starts.  You can 
call the church at (718) 829-
0650 or visit Firstlutheran-
bronx.church for more infor-
mation.

Next Meeting
Our next meeting will be 

on Tuesday, May 30 at 7:30 p.m. 
at the First Lutheran Church.  
It will be a forum for the can-
didates for City Council.  This 
will be an opportunity to hear 
each candidate’s platform 
which is crucial to casting an 
educated vote.

BY PAUL GOLLUSCIO
Hello all!
Well, in honor of Earth 

Day I ate a pound of dirt. Free 
range, of course.

A membership garnering 
phone bank will be held here 
at the post on Friday, April 
28 at 11a.m. to help out, bring 
your cell and call vets given to 
us by Albany 1.

A members-only BBQ will 
take place immediately follow-
ing the Saturday, June 3 post 
meeting. The meeting is at 1 
p.m., festivities at 2. Oh yeah - 
there is no cost. So no excuse. 

Must make the meeting.
I mentioned this before. 

There will not one, but two 
Fisher Houses built on the 
property of the Kingsbridge 
VA Hospital. They will be 16 
units each and will provide 
free temporary lodging to fam-
ily members receiving treat-
ment at the facility. This will 
help out greatly as the hospi-
tal will begin performing kid-
ney transplants. Military in-
stallations and vet groups are 
asked to help defray costs of 
the overall funding. A ground 
breaking ceremony is planned 

for Thursday, May 25 coincid-
ing with Fleet Week. A fun fact 
about all of this is that Fisher 
is a Bronx Boy from Riverdale. 
To make a donation, log on to 
donate.fi sherhouse.org/Bronx

We are still collecting 
clothing for the vets. The do-
nations are being picked up 

by elements of the Bronx Viet 
Nam Veterans of America. 
All clothing goes to vets and 
or their families. Again, If no 
answer, leave items inside the 
gate at the Ericson Place side 
of the building and thank you.

Trivia Time
April 15, 2013, saw the Bos-

ton Marathon Bombing end-
ing up with three dead and 264 
hurt.

Masada fell to Rome on 
April 16, 73 AD.

Ben Franklin died at the 
age of 84 on April 17, 1790.

On the same date in 1961, The 

Bay of Pigs became a fi asco.
Shea Stadium opened on 

April 17, 1964 and Yankee Sta-
dium opened on April 19, 1923.

Doolittle raided Tokyo on 
April 16, 1942.

The Oklahoma City Bomb-
ing took place on April 19, 
1995. The bad guy’s name was 
Timothy Mc Veigh, he was 
later executed.

Adolf Hitler was born on 
April 20, 1889. There’s a good 
argument for abortion.

Keep the troops in your 
prayers. Take a vet to lunch 
and God bless.

BY GENE DEFRANCIS
Not my intentions to guilt 

corporations or tell them how 
to spend their money. But I do 
have to keep you informed on 
the money and how we spend 
it and where we get it from. 
We did not receive a check 
from CenterLight nor the 
new Centers Health this year. 
A source has told us that they 
are focusing all their money 
on senior projects. A vast dif-
ference from their promise to 
be a part of the community. 
They have also rejected in-
vites to be a part of the Inter-
national Food Festival Sat-
urday, June 24 on Allerton. 
We have communicated with 
them that our holiday street 
light and community events 

are great for the morale of 
our senior community but 
this has not been a motivator 
for the new management.

So what I am saying is that 
a promise was made and not 
kept. A long time friend of 
the community has not even 
taken the time to sit with us 
after multiple requests. We 
are not frustrated or angry 
and we will be here when Cen-
terLight and Centers Health 
is ready to reach out to us. We 
support the work that they do 
for the community. But while 
they go through this transi-
tion, we have to be aggressive 
in our fundraising to make 
up for this loss and continue 
our traditions and ensure 
that the holiday lights are 

still strung from Bronx Park 
East to Yates Avenue without 
exception.

We are ready for any and 
everything, so do not worry. 
But we can use your help. Get 
your neighbors to join our 
Facebook page. Share with 
them the information and 
events we produce. Be active 
and stick together. We have 
accomplished great things to-
gether and we can handle any 
challenge or obstacle.

We are also working on 
our communications. Eblasts 
have been a challenge for our 
organization but we fi gured it 
out and have worked out the 
kinks. So we will not solely 
rely on Facebook to dissemi-
nate information. 

If you would like to be 
placed on this email list sim-
ply email us at AllertonMer-
chants@gmail.com and say 
“Put me on the mailing list”.

We will inform you when 
we start our Dominoes tour-
nament...Bingo Night...and 
Allerton Art Show. We will 
also let you know when our 
next Sip and Paint will be. So 
contact us if you are willing 
to participate in any form or 
fashion.

Know a resident in need, 
reach out to us. Our current 
goals this year are to clean up 
and pave our alleyways, add 
a new mural to our corridor, 
and equip 40 storefronts with 
cameras. 

If you have any ideas share 
them.

Our next meeting is Tues-
day, May 2. Doors will open at 
7 p.m. and as always will be 
at The Sanz Banquet Hall 815, 
Allerton Avenue. All are wel-
come to attend our executive 
meeting. Our main agenda 
will be Food Festival prepa-
rations.

Keep our neighborhood 
clean. Look out for each other. 
And remember...your com-
munity is your business.



BRONX TIMES REPORTER, APRIL 28-MAY 4, 201746    BTR

Councilman Andy King (back, 2nd from r) and Nestor LeBronx (back, c), Barber Factory own-
er, celebrated Easter with the community. Photo courtesy of Councilman Andy King’s Offi ce

Children from the 12th Council District celebrated Easter on Sunday, April 15 at the Barber 
Factory on 4131 Laconia Avenue for holiday fun.

KING CELEBRATES EASTER

Councilman King (c) joined Jerome Rice (l), NAACP Co-op City Branch president and Regina 
Wilson, Vulcan Society president in announcing his support for a new anti-hazing/anti-bul-
lying policy at the FDNY. Photo courtesy of Councilman Andy King’s Offi ce

Councilman Andy King announced his support for a new anti-hazing/anti-bullying policy at 
the FDNY which will outline specifi c acts constituting as prohibited conduct and strengthen-
ing the penalties for anyone who initiates, participates in or fails to report acts of hazing 
or bullying.

FDNY SETS NEW POLICY ON HAZING

Councilman King (back, c) and NYBG pre-
sented R.A.I.N. Eastchester Neighborhood 
Senior Center patients with beautiful or-
chids in honor of the spring season. 
 Photo courtesy of Councilman Andy King’s Offi ce

Happiness was in full bloom for Regional 
Aid for Interim Needs, Inc. Easterchester 
Neighborhood Senior Center patients on Fri-
day, April 13. The New York Botanical Garden 
supplied the offi ce of Councilman Andy King 
with a batch of beautiful orchids which the 
councilman distributed to the elders.

NYBG ORCHIDS FOR 
R.A.I.N. ELDERS

Neva Shillingford-King (l) was one of many 
distinguished women honored at CB 7’s 
Women’s Empowerment Summit. 
 Photo courtesy of Councilman Andy King’s Offi ce

The First Lady of the 12th Council District, 
Neva Shillingford-King, NAACP Williams-
bridge Branch vice president, was one of 
many women leaders honored by Commu-
nity Board 7 during its inaugural Women’s 
Empowerment Summit on Saturday, April 8 
at Lehman College’s Lovinger Theater.

NEVA SHILLINGFORD-KING HONORED 
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Upcoming Wave Hill events
Saturday, May 6: Early-

Morning Bird Walk: 
Join naturalist Gabriel 

Willow on a early-morning 
walk to spot the amazing di-
versity of birds in the gar-
dens and woodlands, as well 
as in the skies above, before 
the gates open to the public. 

Saturday, May 6; Sunday, 
May 7: 

Family Art Project: Cli-
mate Kites Parade: Due to 
the fragile nature of some of 
trees, they don’t fl y kites at 
Wave Hill, but they will pa-
rade them! 

Join visiting artist An-
drea Lomanto to design a 
simple paper kite to display 
your environmental dream 
for caring for the earth. 

Carry your kite message 

in a spring parade or take it 
home to watch it fl y. 

Saturday, May 6; Sunday, 
May 7: 

Garden Highlights Walk: 
Join in for an hour-long tour 
of seasonal garden high-
lights. 

Saturday, May 6: 
Meet The Artist: Borin-

quen Gallo: Join in at this 
artist talk in the Sunroom 
Project Space. 

The artist Borinquen 
Gallo discusses her installa-
tion, an imaginary hive inte-
rior informed by Wave Hill’s 
beehives. Created using recy-
cled plastic bags and caution 
tape woven through debris 
netting, her hive points to the 
apiary as a symbol of commu-
nity and collaboration. 

 Sunday, May 7: 
Yoga In The Garden: En-

joy the garden as the setting 
for your yoga practice as you 
fi nd your breath and become 
connected to the landscape. 

Classes are led by certi-
fi ed Yoga Haven instructors, 
for all levels. 

Bring a mat and be on 
time. This class is held in-
doors in case of rain. 

Wave Hill is located at 675 
West 252nd Street. 

For further information 
call (718) 549-3200 extension 
232.

(Right) Wave Hill Family Art Project: 
Climate Kites Parade participant.
                      Photo courtesy of Joshua Bright

THE NEW SOUND OF
BROOKLYN

The Community News Group is 
proud to introduce BROOKLYN 
PAPER RADIO. Join Brooklyn 
Paper Editor-in-Chief Vince 
DiMiceli and the New York Daily 
News’ Gersh Kuntz man every 
Tuesday at 2:00 for an hour of 
talk on topics Brooklynites hold 
dear.

Each show will feature in-
studio guests and call-out 
segments, and can be listened 
to live or played anytime at your 
convenience.

SPONSORED BY

GERSH KUNTZMANVINCE DIMICELI

WITH

JOSEPH 
LICHTER, 

D.D.S.

LISTEN EVERY TUESDAY AT 2:00PM ON  
BrooklynPaper.com/radio

VAN NEST
ASSEMBLY 

OF GOD
755 Rhinelander Ave.

Bronx, NY 10462

Corner of Holland
2 blocks from 

White Plains Road

SPIRIT 
FILLED

PRAYER 
GUIDED

LOVE 
EXTENDED

PASTOR

ASSISTANT PASTOR 

YOUTH PASTOR

A HOUSE OF PRAYER FOR ALL NATIONS

Welcome to our caring, 
multi cultural, multi-generational, 

evangelistic home church!

5 services every Sunday. 
8:30 am, 10 am (Service & Sunday School) 

11:30 am, 4pm, 7pm.
Ministry programs and activities for 

all ages — all week — all year!

Come join us in prayer, praise 
and celebration!

www.vannestassembly.org
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Rev. Carmen Hernandez (back, 2nd from r) 
and the Easter Bunny with the parents and 
children who attended the NYC LGBTQ Cham-
ber of Commerce & LOOPiTZ Photography 
Eggstravaganza. 
 Photo by Silvio Pacifi co

The NYC LGBTQS Chamber of Commerce and 
LOOPiTZ Photography held an EGGstrava-
ganza on Saturday, April 15 at 1471-73 Wat-
son Avenue. The Easter celebration included 
many family-friendly activities such as arts 
and crafts, a meet and greet with Peter Cot-
tontail and an exciting Easter Egg Hunt for 
the coveted golden Easter egg.

LGBTQS CHAMBER 
EGGSTRAVAGANZA

The Rivers Run Community Garden led the way for this year’s Earth Day Parade. 
 Photo by Fernando Justiniano

(l-r) ‘Mother Earth’ Gail Sharbaan; grand marshal Leslie Peterson; Assemblyman Michael 
Benedetto; Hector Ayala, Co-op City Little League president and a representative from Con-
gressman Eliot Engel’s offi ce celebrated Earth Day with the community. 
 Photo by Fernando Justiniano

Rivers Run Community Garden and Co-op City Little League co-hosted an Earth Day Parade and Celebration on Saturday, April 22 in Co-op City. Members of the community marched from 
the Co-op City Greenway Stage to the Co-op City Baseball Field to celebrate environmental awareness. The march was led by grand marshal Leslie Peterson, Riverbay Board member and 
Rivers Run Community Garden Steering Committee vice president and the CYO Sea Cadet Corps Marching Band under the direction of James Palmer.

CO-OP CITY’S EARTH DAY PARADE

(l-r) Councilman Torres, Paul Del Duca, bor-
ough president’s offi ce, Councilman Vacca, 
SDCNYC president Rose Christ and Tym Moss 
enjoyed a very productive meeting. 
 Photo by Silvio Pacifi co

The Stonewall Democratic Club of NYC host-
ed its monthly meeting on Wednesday, April 
19 at Mott Haven Bar and Grill. The meeting 
provided an opportunity for the Bronx’s 
LGBTQ community to meet with their local 
elected offi cials such as council members 
Ritchie Torres and James Vacca and to learn 
about SDNYC’s goals for 2017.

STONEWALL 
DEMOCRATIC CLUB

 MEETING
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We’ll help take the mystery 
out of cremation.

Family Owned & Operated for over 60 years

Johnny Rivers was a Bronxite
The Ramistella family 

from Ellis Avenue off Pugs-
ley Avenue may be recalled 
by some locals, but the name 
Johnny Rivers is known by le-
gions of Rock ‘n Rollers.  What 
many seem to have forgot-
ten is that the Bronx singer 
and songwriter, Johnny Riv-
ers, was born John Henry 
Ramistella on November 7, 
1942.  His family relocated 
to Baton Rouge,Louisiana 
when he was still quite young 
and it was there that he com-
pleted his schooling and be-
came profi cient with the gui-
tar with the help oh his father 
and uncle who began teach-
ing him when he was only 
eight years old.

 He caught the entertaining 
bug while still in high school 
and soon formed a singing 
group called the “Spades.” He 
later played with the “Rock-
ets,” a group founded by Dick 
Holler who is recalled as 
the author of Dion’s hit song 
“Abraham, Martin and John.”  

Holler wrote that 1968 trib-
ute that starts with “Has any-
one seen my old friend Abra-
ham, Can you tell me where 

he’s gone?”  as a tribute to 
Abraham Lincoln, Martin 
Luther King Jr. and John F. 
Kennedy. Others would also 
record it when it proved to be 
such a big hit.

 Ramistella met with Alan 
Freed, the iconic Rock ‘n Roll 
disc jockey, in 1958 while in 
New York  He was trying to 
jump start  his career and 
Freed suggested that Ramis-
tella change his name.  He 
took the advice and chose the 
name Rivers for the Missis-
sippi River which fl owed past 
Baton Rouge.  

Freed also helped him se-
cure a contract with the Gore 
label.  He made several record-
ings for the label, but nothing 
much came from it.  He then 
traveled to Nashville with 
Hank Williams ex-wife where 
he did some  further record-
ing, also without any great 
results. He stayed on in Nash-
ville doing demos and writing 
music.

 Later James Burton, who 
was Ricky  Nelson’s guitar 
player of “There Goes My 
Baby” recommended Rivers to 
Nelson who moved to Los An-
geles.  

Rivers found work as a stu-
dio musician and song writer 
until fi nally securing steady 
work playing  at a local night-
club.

 His big break came when 
he recorded “Secret Agent 
Man” which soared to number 
three on the charts cementing 
his position as a major enter-
tainer. It sold a million cop-
ies. Another big hit was his 
album “Johnny Rivers Live at 
the Whiskey A Go Go” which 
rose to number twelve on the 
charts in 1964 while the lead 
song on the album “Memphis” 
achieved the number two spot 
selling a million copies.  

Secret Agent Man, by the 
way, was co-authored by Steve 
Barri who also wrote for Her-
man’s Hermits, The Turtles, 

the Mamas and Papas, Grass 
Roots, et al . 

John Henry Ramistella 
from the Bronx, aka Johnny 
Rivers, worked long and hard 

to achieve his well-deserved 
place in Rock n’ Roll history.

John Henry Ramistella aka Johnny Rivers.

REPRINTED FROM 7/5122012
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Sábado, 10 de junio de 2017; 11 a.m. – 3 p.m.

Clay Family Picnic Pavilions

Traíga su almuerzo y acompáñenos para una tarde GRATIS 

de diversión con:

• Música

• Diversión para toda la familia—¡Pintura de caras y mucho más! 

• Kioskos con información de salud, educación, y finanzas

Se requiere boletos para entrar. Para obtener sus boletos gratis, 

envíe un sobre sellado, con su nombre y dirección. Indique la 

cantidad de boletos que necesita (máximo de 6) en o antes del 1 de junio a:

The New York Botanical Garden

2900 Southern Blvd

Bronx, New York 10458-5126

Attn: Relaciones Comunitarias

Para mas información, llame al 718.817.8990.  

Estacionamiento $15

¡Venga y disfrute el paraíso de nuestra comunidad!

*Si el tiempo es inclemente el 10 de junio,  

por favor, llame al 718.817.8990 para confirmar.

Saturday, June 10, 2017; 11 a.m. – 3 p.m.

Garden’s Clay Family Picnic Pavilions

Bring your lunch and join us for an afternoon of FREE:

• Musical entertainment

•  Fun events for the entire family—face painting  

and much more!

• Health, finance, and education resource information kiosks

Advance tickets are required for admission. To receive your 

free tickets, send a self-addressed, stamped envelope with 

number of tickets requested (6 maximum) by June 1 to:

The New York Botanical Garden

2900 Southern Blvd

Bronx, New York 10458-5126

Attn: Community Relations

For more information, please call 718.817.8990. 

Parking $15

Come and enjoy a garden paradise in your community!

*No rain date; if inclement weather on June 10,  

please call 718.817.8990 to confirm.

The New York Botanical Garden is located on property owned in full by the City of New York, and its operation is made possible in 

part by public funds provided through the New York City Department of Cultural Affairs. A portion of the Garden’s general operating 

funds is provided by The New York City Council and The New York State Office of Parks, Recreation and Historic Preservation. The 

Bronx Borough President and Bronx elected representatives in the City Council and State Legislature provide leadership funding.

The New York Botanical Garden takes photographs and video footage daily. By your presence in the Garden you consent 

to the use of photographs and video of you in promotional materials for the Garden.

BRONX DAY

WITH BOROUGH PRESIDENT RUBEN DIAZ JR.

The Collaborative Musical The-
atre Project at Lehman College will 
present Rapunzel, an original play 
by Music Professor Penny Prince 
on Thursday May 11; Friday, May 
12, and and Saturday, May 13. An 
earlier version of the play was pre-
sented at Lehman six years ago, but 
by popular demand, the story will be 
retold with many new songs and plot 
twists. 

This new production of Rapunzel 
will take a fresh look at the classic 
German fairy tale by the Brothers 
Grimm.

 Performances will be held on 
Thursday, May 11, at 11 a.m. and 7 
p.m., and on Friday, May 12, at 11 
a.m. in Room 306 of the Music Build-
ing. 

On Saturday, May 13, perfor-
mances will be held at the Bronx Li-
brary Center at 11 a.m. and 2:30 p.m. 
The show is free and open to the pub-
lic.

 Prof. Prince is well known for 
her work in collaborative musical 
theatre productions and believes 
this method gives cast members a 
sense of empowerment and added re-
sponsibility. 

This is Prince’s sixth musical 
production for the College. Previ-
ous productions include Sleeping 
Beauty, Rumpelstiltskin, Cinder-
ella, and When I Get to Where I Am 
Going.

Lehman is located at Goulden Av-
enue and Bedford Park Boulevard. 
Free attended parking is also avail-
able.

* * *
Calling all artists to be in Fo-

cal Point Gallery’s next exhibition 
Artist’s Choice Friday, May 5th to 
Sunday, May 28. Opening reception 
is Friday, May 5, from 77 to 10 p.m. 

Call (718) 885-1403 for informa-
tion.

* * *

Join Toastmasters clubs that 
will help you speak like a pro and be 
the leader you want to be. There are 
over 300,000 Toastmasters world-
wide. Never be at a lost for words 
again:

Bronx meetings will be held on 
Thursday, May 1, in Co-op City, 2049 
Bartow Avenue, Room 28, at 7:30 
p.m. and Einstein College, 1300 Mor-
ris Park Avenue, 3rd floor, from 6 to 
8 p.m.

Bronx advanced speakers will be 
held at the College of New Rochelle, 
755 Co-op City Boulevard, on Tues-
day, May 9, from 7 to 9 p.m.

* * *

St. John’s Episcopal Church, 
Tuckahoe, located at 100 Underhill 
Street in Yonkers, will be hosting In-
ternational Night: France on Satur-
day, April 29, from 3 to 10 p.m. 

The event will begin with a 
French cooking lesson, followed by 

a dinner of French food and wine, 
French films for grownups and chil-
dren, and dancing to French music.  

The cooking lesson features 
two French classics — boeuf bour-
guignon (beef stew with red wine, 
mushrooms and bacon) and filles to 
poisson pouche au vin blanc (fish in 
white wine sauce, and will begin at 
3 p.m. 

As space is limited, the cook-
ing class, is first come, first served, 
with reservations required. 

Early reservations are highly 
suggested. 

The films are Chocolat for adults 
and Ratatouille for children. 

Tickets for the entire event — 
cooking class, dinner and movies 
— are $35 per person; tickets for the 
dinner and movies only are $20 per 
person. Tickets for children 12 and 
under are $10. 

To make a reservation, call the 
parish office at (914) 779-7024 or 
email TheParishOffice@aol.com. 

For more information about St. 
John’s Church, visit www.StJohn-
sTuckahoe.com. 

* * *

Arbor Weekend at Wave Hill, 
West 249th Street and Independence 
Avenue will be held from Friday, 
April 28 to Sunday, April 30.

Friday, April 28, 1 p.m.: Garden 
Walk: Notable Trees of Wave Hill: 
Wave Hill’s landscape includes mag-
nificent old trees, rare species and 
native beauties. 

Wander through the gardens on 
this special walk with Director of 
Horticulture Louis Bauer to see 
some of his favorites from the living 
collection.

 Saturday, April 29; Sunday, April 
30: 10 a.m. to 1 p.m.: Family Art Proj-
ect: Barking Up a Wave Hill Tree: 

With wax crayons and paper in 
hand, visit some of Wave Hill’s trea-
sured trees and have a tactile expe-
rience through observation, touch, 
and simple, but rich, bark rubbings. 

Using these rubbings, work with 
burlap, cheesecloth, strips of leather, 
craft paper and yarn to create a col-
lection of rich textures and bark-in-
spired designs.

 Saturday, April 29; Sunday, April 
30, 10 a.m. to 4 p.m.: In The Shop: 
Woodturning Demonstration with 
Artisan Chris Busak: In-store arti-
san Chris Busak will perform an in-
formal woodturning demonstration 
in The Shop’s courtyard, and pres-
ent a selection of his hand-turned, 
wooden bowls.

 Saturday, April 29, 11 a.m. to 3 
p.m.: Junior Arborist Station: Kids 
ages five and up are invited to don 
tree-climbing harnesses and hard-
hats and ascend into the canopy 
of our old sugar maple tree to get a 
birds-eye view of Wave Hill. 

Arborists from Almstead Tree 

and Shrub Care, who generously 
sponsor this free program, are on 
hand to assist budding arborists, as 
well as answer questions about the 
big old trees at Wave Hill.

 Saturday, April 29, 11 a.m.: 
Neighborhood Walk: Trees of Riv-
erdale: Wave Hill’s wonderful col-
lection of trees is complemented by 
some equally fine specimens outside 
our walls. 

Horticultural Interpreter Charles 
Day leads an easy walk to meet some 
of our most impressive, arboreal 
neighbors. 

$35/$25 Wave Hill Member. Regis-
tration required, online at wavehill.
org or onsite at the Perkins Visitor 
Center, starting April 26.

 Saturday, April 29; Sunday, April 
30,  1 p.m.:  Garden Walk: Trees and 
the Designed Landscape: Trees play 
an integral role in landscape design, 
from defining garden spaces to soft-
ening architecture and acting as fo-
cal points. 

Take a spring stroll with Director 
of Public Programs Laurel Rimmer 
to see how trees enhance the design 
of the gardens at Wave Hill.

 Saturday, April 29, 2 p.m.: Cook-

ing Demo: A Tasty Tree—Cooking 
with Juniper: The juniper berry is 
one of the few flavorings to come 
from a conifer tree. 

Offering a hint of resin with a 
slight tang of citrus, it features in 
the traditional cuisines of Scandi-
navia and many other regions of Eu-
rope. 

Horticultural Interpreter Charles 
Day explains the origin of this evoc-
ative spice while a chef from Great 
Performances inspires with some 
freshly prepared recipes.

 Sunday, April 30, 10 a.m. to 1 
p.m.: Art Workshop: Woodgrain 
Prints and Monoprints: In this 
printmaking workshop with artist 
Wennie Huang, combine monoprint 
methods with direct printing from 
cut-wood sections to create works in 
ink, mixed media and/or text. 

Ages 12 and up welcome with an 
adult. 

$55/$45 Wave Hill Member. Regis-
tration required, online at wavehill.
org or onsite at the Perkins Visitor 
Center, starting April 26.

 Complete further information, 
directions and shuttle van schedule 
visit wavehill.org.

Rapunzel at Lehman; Focal Point exhibit; Toastmasters 
clubs; St. John’s International Night; Wave Hill programs
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Senator Rivera (r) met with Franck LaBoy Strong, Arturo Schomburgh Senior Center director. 
 Photo courtesy of Franck LaBoy Strongbow

Senator Gustavo Rivera visited the Arturo Schomburgh Senior Center residents and staff on Thursday, April 13.

SENATOR RIVERA VISITS SCHOMBURGH ELDERS

Rabbi Bronstein (c) was welcomed by Temple Hatikva’s Cantor Kyle Cher-
ry (l) and president Stephen Schwartz. Photo courtesy of Temple Hatikva

Temple Hatikva concluded its 2016-2017 series of Adult Education sessions 
delving into the roots and tenets of the various branches of Judaism on 
Thursday, April 6 at Bronx House with a fascinating presentation by rabbi 
Lester Bronstein, Bet Am Shalom Synagogue religious leader.

TEMPLE HATIKVA’S
PASSOVER BREAKFAST

James Ramsey (l) serenaded Evelyn Jones with one of Prince’s classic 
tracks. Photo by Aracelis Batista

Triboro Center honored the memory of the late music legend Prince on 
Friday, April 21, one year after his tragic death. The event commemorat-
ed the singer-song writer’s legacy with live covers of the artist’s classic 
tunes and a special screening of the 1984 rock musical drama, ‘Purple 
Rain’ starring Prince.

TRIBORO CENTER
REMEMBERS PRINCE

TD Bank’s Halili Kalexic (front, l) presented a check to Msgr. Thomas Derivan (front, c), St. Theresa’s Parish 
pastor as Thomas Messina (back, c) representing Congressman Joseph Crowley and Assemblyman Michael 
Benedetto congratulated him. Photo by Silvio Pacifi co

TD Bank’s Pelham Bay branch celebrated its grand opening on Saturday, April 22 at 1765 Crosby Avenue. The 
joyous occasion featured live music, delicious food, a meet and greet with the staff, giveaways and a surprise 
visit from the bank’s mascot TD.

TD BANK OPENS IN PELHAM BAY

Mary Wickes (c) proudly accepted her son’s awards from post command-
er Joseph Faix. 
 Photo courtesy of Throggs Neck Memorial American Legion Auxiliary 1456

The Throggs Neck Memorial Ameri-
can Legion Auxiliary 1456 pre-
sented Mary Wickes a certifi cate of 
honor and the Blue Star Banner for 
her son, Matthew Wickes. Matthew 
is actively serving his country in 
the U.S. Army.

TN LEGION 
HONORS 

MATTHEW 
WICKES
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(l-r) Joe DeFazio, Jr., VNLL vice president; Bob Nolan, Order of Ancient Hibernians Bronx County president; Thomas Messina representing 
Congressman Joseph Crowley; Senator Jeff Klein; Jerry Weihe, Sr., VNLL president; Assemblyman Mark Gjonaj; VNLL sponsor William Pezone 
and Joe DeFazio, Sr., VNLL vice president. Photo by Silvio Pacifi co

Coach John Cirillo, Jr. and catcher Jonathan 
Cardona celebrated the league’s Opening 
Day. Photo by Silvio Pacifi co

Van Nest Little League had a ball celebrating its opening day ceremony on Saturday, April 15 at 1500 Waters Place. Parents and children were joined by local elected offi cials and local 
league sponsors in celebrating the fi rst game of the season. Coach John Cirillo, Jr. threw out this year’s opening day pitch.

VAN NEST LITTLE LEAGUE’S OPENING DAY

(l-r) Lisa Sorin, WSBID executive director and DJ Manny Val-
entino enjoyed the Earth Day Movie Night celebration. 
 Photo by Laura Stone

The Westchester Square Business Improvement District and 
Councilman James Vacca co-hosted an Earth Day Movie 
Night screening of the animated classic, ‘Happy Feet’ on 
Friday, April 21.

SQUARE BID’S EARTH DAY

Children and their families celebrated Easter in style by building their own stuffed animals and sporting Easter Bunny-
inspired face paint designs. Photo courtesy of Bronx YMCA

Everyone was doing the hop at the Bronx YMCA’s annual Easter EGGstravaganza on Saturday, April 15. Under the theme of Build-
A-Bear, children and their families were excited to create and decorate stuffed animals with paint, buttons and mini T-shirts. 
Additional festivities included egg toss, face painting, necklace crafting, snacks, family photographs and an Easter Egg Hunt.

BRONX Y’S EGGSTRAVAGANZA

One of the four Père David’s deer 
fawns spent some quality time 
with its parent. 
 Photo by Julie Larsen Maher/WCS

The Wildlife Conservation Society’s 
Bronx Zoo welcomed four bouncing, 
baby Père David’s deer fawns this 
April which will be exhibited with 
the herd. The Père David’s deer also 
known as ‘milu’ are endemic to China 
and were once kept by the Emperor 
in the Nanyuang Royal Hunting Gar-
den during the Qing Dynasty.

BRONX ZOO
 DEER FAWNS
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Senator Bailey (c) proudly accepted his award from (l-r) Bronx Young Democrat’s president 
Eric Henry, fi rst vice president Dan Johnson, second vice president Justin Larrier, treasurer 
Glendelise Salgado and secretary Jason Caraballo. Photo by Laura Stone

Bronx Young Democrat president Eric Henry (c) received a special recognition award from 
Board of Bronx Young Democrats’ (l-r) Jason Caraballo, Justin Larrier, Glendelise Salgado 
and Dan Johnson. Photo by Laura Stone

(l-r) Bronx Young Democrat’s Eric Henry; honorees Senator Bailey and Tracy McDermott; 
Councilwoman Vanessa Gibson with honorees Patrick Jenkins and Anthony Perez. Not pic-
tured: honoree Ischia Bravo who was not in attendance. Photo by Laura Stone

The Bronx Young Democrats toasted several leaders at its second annual Spring Gala Cocktail 
Party on Thursday, April 20 at F & J Pine Restaurant. This year’s honorees included Senator 
Jamaal Bailey; Tracy McDermott, Offi ce of Borough President Ruben Diaz, Jr. director of Com-
munity Services; Ischia Bravo, Strategic management consultant; Anthony Perez, Bronx Demo-
cratic Party executive director and Patrick Jenkins, Patrick B. Jenkins & Associates principal.

BX YOUNG DEMS’ SPRING GALA AWARDS
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TOP DRIVER DISTRACTIONS
ADVERTORIAL

Using mobile phones
Leading the list of the 

top distractions behind the 
wheel are mobile phones. 
Phones now do more than 
just place calls, and driv-
ers often cannot pull away 
from their phones, even 
when driving. According to 
the California Department 
of Motor Vehicles, studies 
have shown that driving 
performance is lowered 
and the level of distraction 
is higher for drivers who 
are heavily engaged in cell 

phone conversations. The 
use of a hands-free device 
does not lower distraction 
levels. The percentage of 
vehicle crashes and near-
crashes attributed to di-
aling is nearly identical 
to the number associated 
with talking or listening. 

Daydreaming
Many people will admit 

to daydreaming behind 
the wheel or looking at a 
person or object outside of 
the car  for too long. Per-

haps they’re checking out 
a house in a new neighbor-
hood or thought they saw 
someone they knew on the 
street corner. It can be easy 
to veer into the direction 
your eyes are focused, caus-
ing an accident. In addition 
to trying to stay focused on 
the road, some drivers pre-
fer the help of lane depar-
ture warning systems.

Eating
Those who haven’t quite 

mastered walking and 

chewing gum at the same 
time may want to avoid 
eating while driving. The 
majority of foods require a 
person’s hands to be taken 
off of the wheel and their 
eyes to be diverted from the 
road. Reaching in the back 
seat to share some French 
fries with the kids is also 
distracting. 

Try to eat meals before 
getting in the car. For 
those who must snack 
while en route, take a 
moment to pull over at 

a rest area and spend 10
minutes snacking there 
before resuming the
trip.

Reading
Glancing at an adver-

tisement, updating a Fa-
cebook status or reading
a book are all activities 
that should be avoided 
when driving. Even pour-
ing over a traffic map or 
consulting the digital 
display of a GPS system 
can be distracting.
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Prior to being at the DOB, he worked 
for Councilman James Vacca for over 
two years as a constituent liaison. 

He lives in Morris Park, a com-
munity he’s called home since he was 
16-years-old. 

Prior to that, he grew up in the 
George Washington Carver Houses in 
Harlem.

The new DM sees traffi c issues like 
speeding and mitigating congestion, 
as well as working with the 45th Pre-
cinct on crime related matters as some 
more of the board’s key concerns.  

One of the best parts of a commu-
nity board is the differing viewpoints 
of board members on issues, and he 
hopes to facilitate debate in which ev-
eryone trusts each other, he said. 

Matthew Cruz new Community Board 10 district manager
From page 1

“One thing that we all have in com-
mon is that we are stakeholders,” he 
said, adding “I want my board mem-
bers to go home and feel that they got 
their voice in and that we made an in-
formed decision as a board.” 

Cruz attended All Hallows High 
School before moving onto Pace Uni-
versity for an undergraduate degree. 

He is currently wrapping up work 
on an Urban Planning Graduate De-
gree at Hunter College. 

Cruz believes that this planning 
background is another one of the rea-
sons the board selected him. 

“A community board has a pretty 
important role because they are plan-
ning institutions,” said Cruz, add-
ing “I think I can help articulate (the 
board’s) voice and message.” 

He describes himself as someone 
from humble beginnings, pointing to 
his experiences growing up in public 
housing. 

He has had success, and now wants 
to give back and share what he has 
learned, he said. 

Cruz said he believes he will be a 
resource in his new position. 

“The district manager can be a re-
source, not just for the board mem-
bers, but for the residents at large,” 
said Cruz. 

Vacca, who fi rst hired Cruz as an 
intern and then as a staffer, said he 
appreciated his tenacity in terms of 
working on behalf of constituents. 

 “I realized right away that he was 
extremely committed to our mission,” 
said Vacca of Cruz. 

Matthew Cruz will soon start his new posi-
tion as Community Board 10’s next district 
manager. Photo courtesy of Matthew Cruz

Shalom Jewish
Funeral Home, Inc.

“The Bronx Jewish Community Memorial Chapel”

(718) 828-1700
Keeping Tradition Under Rabbinical Supervision

(high-effi ciency particulate absorber) 
fi lters running to clean the air out 
and reduce the odor, which was so 

Police raid grow house; MP marijuana operation smoked out
From page 1 overwhelming police had to wear air 

masks. 
There was also surveillance equip-

ment operating  inside the house.
It is alleged that Guttilla stole over 

$40,000 worth of electricity before be-
ing caught. Con Edison has since cut 
power to the home.

Guttilla was charged with  fi rst, sec-
ond and third, fourth and fi fth-degree 
Criminal Possession of Marijuana and 
seventh-degree criminal possession 
of a controlled substance, according 
to district attorney’s Offi ce spokes-
woman Patrice O’Shaughnessy

Guttilla had been residing there for 
approximately six months, but it was 
unclear if he was paying rent. He was 
receiving mail at the location, Alps 
added.

It is unclear if the property is in 
foreclosure. The last recorded owner 
is Ismael Frade.

O’Shaughnessy said that in some 
cases the owner of the home can be 
charged in connection with such 
crimes, but prosecutors would have to 
collect enough evidence to show they 
were aware of the criminal activity. 

The investigation is ongoing, she 
said.

An arrest on Tuesday, April 18 led to the 
discovery of 50 pot plants growing in an 
elaborate grow house on the second fl oor of 
a Fowler Avenue home. Arthur Cusano

Con Edison spokesman Bob Mc-
Gee confi rmed that the electrical me-
ter had been tampered with, but said 
he was unsure of how much power was 
actually taken. 

Reported estimates as high as 
$90,000 seemed high, he said.

The practice is also extremely dan-
gerous, he cautioned.

A similar incident last October in 
which an FDNY captain was killed in 
Kingsbridge when an illegal gas line 
in a marijuana grow house being in-
vestigated by fi refi ghters exploded. 

Several fi refi ghters and a few Con 
Edison workers, were injured in that 
incident. 

On March 26, a building super-
intendent of a multifamily home in 
Castle Hill was arrested after fi re-
fi ghters responding to a fi re found 
10 pounds of marijuana and growing 

equipment. 
Neighbors said they were surprised 

to hear about the bust in their usually 
quiet block. 

Neighborhood resident Gamil Has-
san said he felt relief when he saw cops 
show up at the house to make the ar-
rest.

“I was happy because I have six 
kids, I have a wife,” Hassan said. “I’m 
happy for the cops who come when you 
have a problem. Thank God, God bless 
America.”

Andrew Gregory, 23, who lives just 
across the street from the Fowler resi-
dence, said he had never seen anyone 
enter or leave the house. 

He said he was not totally shocked 
by the bust, and said such activity 
could happen in any neighborhood.  

“I think people will do what they do 
anywhere,” he said.

Members of the 49th Precinct posted photos of a large marijuana bust in Morris Park on 
Twitter, with the hashtag #notoregano. NYPD 49th Precinct
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“I’m going into a new chapter in my life. I just 
want to get ready to compete in the Big Ten. I’m 
incredibly excited.”
ISAIAH WASHINGTON   . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 67

BY LAURA AMATO
John Burke is the fi rst to 

admit that he’s pleasantly sur-
prised with how well all of 
this has worked out. 

The Truman girls basket-
ball coach fi rst came up with 
the idea nearly a decade ago 
– a cultural exchange with a 
school in Ireland and hoped 
that, maybe, it would happen. 

Nearly nine years after the 
fi rst trip, the exchange wasn’t 
just a success in that fi rst year, 
but is now in its fi fth incarna-
tion as student-athletes from 
St. Mary’s College, located 
just about 20 miles outside of 
Dublin, visited the Bronx last 
week. 

“It’s a wonderful experi-
ence,” Burke said. “When we 
go there we go see things you 
can’t see in America. Six hun-

dred year old castles and two-
thousand year old buildings 
and things like that. 

Then for them, they get to 
see the skyscrapers and the 
greatest city in the world. We 
both have things to show for 
each other.”

The week-long event – 
which included a basketball 
game at Truman and a trip 
into Manhattan to see some 
of the city’s most quintessen-
tial sights – was just the sec-
ond time the Irish contingent 
had come stateside. It was an 
also a meaningful moment 
for Burke, who grew up in Ire-
land, and relished the oppor-
tunity to show off his brand-
new home with his team. 

“It’s very unique and spe-
cial for me because that’s my 
hometown,” he said. “This is 

my life over here now and I’m 
very proud of my girls. It’s a 
wonderful, surreal experi-
ence for all of them to mesh to-
gether. It’s very special.”

Truman’s basketball team 
visited Ireland in 2009, 2012 
and 2015 and many of the play-
ers from that last group were 
part of this year’s event. The 
two schools – polar opposites 
of each other in just about ev-
ery aspect – stayed in contact 
over the last two years. 

As soon as the Irish con-
tingent arrived in the Bronx, 
it was as if the Lady Mustangs 
had never left, a reunion be-
tween old friends. 

“Our girls are coming back 
and you see them walking 
through the corridors of Tru-
man, hugging girls and get-
ting back together with them. 

It’s a pretty fantastic experi-
ence,” said John Clancy, one 
of the administrators with 
the group from St. Mary’s. 
“They’ve all been talking all 
the time.”

It’s been a bit of a culture 
shock for both groups when 
they visit – big-city moments 
giving the Irish contingent 
pause, while the small-town 
life in Ireland stunned the 
basketball stars from the 
Bronx. Still, the two schools 
have found a bond and the 
opportunity to travel is one 
both groups refuse to take for 
granted. 

“The girls host events 
and tournaments here on the 
weekend and we’re always 
working and always trying to 
raise money for this,” Burke 
said. “I think that’s very good 

for us. Many times, it’s some-
thing to do after college, go 
to Europe, but our girls are 
very lucky they get to do it be-
fore they even graduate high 
school.”

Burke hoped the exchange 
would be a success from the 
get-go, but it’s become even 
bigger than that. This is a 
chance for kids who, in any 
other situation, would never 
meet, would never understand 
each other and, as far he’s con-
cerned, that’s the measure of 
true success. 

“There’s such a polariza-
tion and stuff like this shows 
our girls that we have a lot 
more in common than not,” 
Burke said. “When someone’s 
different, it’s something to be 
excited about and embrace, 
not run away from.”

Members of the Truman and St. Mary’s basketball teams pose outside of the Bronx high school during the exchange last week. John Clancy

IRISH EYES: TRUMAN PLAYS
HOST TO TEAM FROM IRELAND
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 BY LAURA AMATO
It was only ever going to 

take one hit. 
The Fieldston softball team 

just wished it was one of their 
hits. 

The Eagles dropped a closely 
contested 5-4 matchup to peren-
nial rival Poly Prep on April 21, 
unable to grab back the momen-
tum after the Blue Devils con-
nected on the game-winner late 
in the Ivy League matchup. 

“One hit, one play is the 
difference between winning 
and losing in this game,” 
said Fieldston coach Stefanie 
Gozdziewski. “Whoever goes 
that extra mile. They executed 
great with runners on and we 
had a key sixth inning, but it 
just wasn’t enough for us.”

Fieldston got on the board 
fi rst, jumping out to a two-run 
lead in the top of the third in-
ning thanks to a Poly error and 
a Grace Dearden RBI single. 

The Blue Devils were quick 
to answer, however, getting a 
run back in the bottom of the 

frame and neither squad could 
ever seem to grab a true hold on 
the game’s momentum. 

“It seems to always be a see-
saw match with these guys. 
It’s two very talented teams, 
you expect it to be that way,” 
Gozdziewski said. “You expect 
to put baserunners on and for 
runs to score and you’ve just 
got to keep going back and 
forth.”

Fieldston padded its lead in 
the top of the sixth inning, fi -
nally, breaking out the bats as 
the heart of the lineup started 
hitting its stride. 

Dearden got things started, 
connecting on a leadoff triple, 
Phoebe May and Jeese Leener 
followed with back-to-back RBI 
doubles and, suddenly, the Ea-
gles had a bit of offensive life. 

“I think we came in a little 
timid, weren’t swinging the 
bats really well at the start,” 
Gozdziewski said. “I’m very 
happy with how we managed to 
do it the last time around, but I 
think we need to start coming 

in with that momentum.”
Once again, however, Field-

ston struggled to hold onto the 
lead. Poly took back control in 
the bottom of the frame when 
Nova Stoller connected on the 
game-winner through the gap 
between third and short. 

“I’ve done it before with this 
team,” Stoller said. “You fi nd 
the gap and you get the barrel 
out and you smack it that way. 
That’s what I was trying to do.”

It wasn’t a perfect game for 
Fieldston – it was, after all, a 
loss – but there were still a few 

bright spots, in particular the 
pitching of Willa Ferrer, The 
ace racked up fi ve strikeouts in 
a complete-game effort and did 
her best to keep the squad in 
the matchup, something she’s 
done all season. 

“She’s been pitching her 
heart out,” Gozdziewski said. 
“So composed and so ready to 
take on everything. She takes 
the whole tam on her shoulders 
and she’s just ready. She’s a 
force to be reckoned with.”

The Eagles know they’ll 
see Poly again – possibly in 
the state championship for the 
third straight year – and, next 
time, Fieldston is determined 
to get that one, game-changing 
hit. 

“I tell the girls it’s a very 
mental game and that’s going to 
be the difference,” Gozdziewski 
said. “It’s going to be that one 
play or that one thing, the ex-
tra inch and both teams know 
they have to go the extra mile. 
So you have to be on the top of 
your mental game here.”

Fieldston comes up short against Poly

Fieldston softball struggled in the outfi eld on April 21, racking up a handful of mental miscues in a 5-4 loss to league rival Poly Prep. Photo by Steven Schnibbe

Fieldston pitcher Willa Ferrer was a bright spot for the Eagles in the 
squad’s 5-4 loss to Poly Prep on April 21. Photo by Steven Schnibbe
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BY LAURA AMATO
Isaiah Washington has got-

ten used to the cheers. 
They happen almost every 

time he steps onto the court, 
fans waiting for that one very 
specifi c play, the Jelly, and 
then erupting, with even more 
cheers, as soon as he puts the 
ball through the net. 

It’s a role Washington has 
embraced and one that’s de-
fi ned him as much as any-
thing. It’s also one he’s ready 
to take with him to the next 
level. 

Washington, offi cially, 
wrapped up his high school 
career earlier this month in 
the Jordan Brand Classic re-
gional game at Barclays Cen-
ter, and now, he’s ready to 
bring the Jelly to Minnesota, 
determined to spark a few 
more cheers. 

“It feels great, just to have 
New York City on my back and 
rooting for me,” Washington 
said. “It’s all just pushing me 
to get ready for the next level.”

Washington did a bit of ev-
erything in front of the home-
town crowd – drawing a few 

extra-loud exclamations for a 
few more Jellys – but he wasn’t 
just playing to have fun. He’s a 
competitor at heart and Wash-
ington was the fi rst to admit 
he was looking to make a mark 
on the matchup. 

He fi nished with a double-
double, including 15 assists 
and, most importantly, show-
cased another aspect of his 
game. The crowd knew he 
could score, but Washington 
wanted to prove he could drive 
and dish as well. 

“I wanted to bring old 
school point guard back,” 
Washington said. “Everybody 
wants to score now, especially 
in an all-star game, but I just 
wanted to separate myself a 
bit by getting my teammates 
involved and get them the 
ball.” 

Washington faced his fair 
share of expectations this 
season and while his year at 
St. Raymond’s didn’t end per-
fectly – an early-playoff loss to 
Christ the King knocking the 
Ravens out of the postseason 
– the long-time standout still 
managed to add a few more 

notches to his incredibly im-
pressive resume. 

He broke the program’s 
all-time scoring record and 
wrapped up his high-school 
career as the league’s leading 
scorer, including a 54-point 
performance during the regu-
lar season. Still, it wasn’t al-
ways about the points. It was 
about impressing the home-
town crowd and shining a 
spotlight on New York City 
hoops. 

“It’s just a blessing,” Wash-
ington said. “I got to play 
against a bunch of my peers 
that I grew up with and got to 
go out on the court and really 
give it my all.”

Washington is proud of ev-
erything he’s accomplished 
at the high-school level and 
he’s thankful for every single 
one of the cheers – even if he’s 
gotten a bit used to it at this 
point. 

Now, however, he’s ready 
for the next challenge and, 
he hopes, a brand-new set of 
cheers. Washington is hoping 
to get a bit stronger over the 
next few weeks, fi ne-tuning 

his skills and doing his best to 
prepare for the college game. 

He’ll be several thousand 
miles away, but Washington is 
positive he’ll still be repping 
New York City. After all, that’s 

always been what he’s done. 
“I’m going into a new chap-

ter in my life,” Washington 
said. “I just want to get ready 
to compete in the Big Ten. I’m 
incredibly excited.”

Washington wows crowd one last 
time before heading to Minnesota

St. Ray’s Isaiah Washington notched one fi nal high-school hoops moment 
in New York City earlier this month before prepping to begin his college 
career at Minnesota. Photo by Robert Cole

Call
718.260.2555

..to advertise 
your business in our 

Classifi ed Section 
and get.. 

Real Results!

On April 21, 2017, Major League Baseball announced that Gary Sánchez’s No. 24 Yankees jersey is the ninth-best seller in Major 
League Baseball overall and the No. 1 seller among all American League players. Statistics are based on sales of Majestic jerseys 
from MLBShop.com since the culmination of the 2016 World Series. Courtesy of New York Yankees. All Rights Reserved.
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Offers exclude tax, tags and MV fees. Advertised offers are valid on in-stock inventory and may not be available at the time of selection. Vehicles are available 
on a first come first serve basis. ^Based on Mazda data for 2014-2016 New Car sales. Offers expire 4/30/17.

149 EAST MAIN STREET, NEW ROCHELLE, NY 10801 • 914-595-1472
SALES HOURS: MON-THURS 9AM-9PM, FRI-SAT 9AM-6PM, SUNDAY 12PM-5PM   SERVICE HOURS: MON-FRI 8AM-6PM, SAT 8AM-4PM, SUNDAY CLOSED

MazdaofNewRochelle.com

Volume Mazda Dealer in the Bronx and Westchester^
3 YEARS IN A ROW!

Just a Sample of Our Value-packed Quality Pre-owned Vehicles

OVERSTOCK EVENT

2014 Chevrolet  
Equinox LT w/2LT
$17,895

Stk# MU2844A, 4 cyl, auto, 
39,514 mi

2014 Mazda 
CX-5 Touring

$18,695
Stk# MU2839, 4 cyl, auto, 

25,468 mi

2013 Toyota 
Avalon

$18,895
Stk# MU2901A, 4 cyl, auto, 

26,975 mi

2014 Dodge 
Challenger SXT
$19,495

Stk# MU2974A, V-6 cyl, auto, 
32,227 mi

2014 Mercedes-Benz 
C300 Luxury 4-Matic

$21,895
Stk# MU2929A, 4 cyl, auto, 

30,941 mi

2013 Ford 
Explorer XLT

$22,995
Stk# MU2898A, V6, 43,767 mi

2014 Infiniti  
QX60

$26,495
Stk# MU2833A, V-6, auto, 

49,125 mi

2013 Lexus 
RX350

$26,995
Stk# MU2831A, V6, auto, 

5,617 mi

2014 Dodge 
Dart SXT

$10,795
Stk# MU2928A, 4 cyl, auto, 

44,731 mi

2015 Chrysler
200 C

$13,695
Stk# MU2858A, 4 cyl, auto, 

44,711 mi

2015 Chevy
Malibu LT w/1LT
$15,695

Stk# MU2886A, 4 cyl, auto, 
17,921 mi

2014 Honda
 Accord Coupe EX-L

$16,695
Stk# MU2871A, V6, auto, 

61,415 mi

2012 Volkswagen
Jetta GLI w/PZEV
$13,595
Stk# MU2968, 4 cyl, auto, 

43,073 mi

2015 Jeep
Patriot Latitude 4x4

$14,995
Stk# MU2807A, 4 cyl, auto, 

30,593 mi

2014
Mazda6 i Touring
$14,995

Stk# MU2741A, 4 cyl, auto, 
37,130 mi

2011 Honda
CR-V EX-L

$15,395
Stk# MU2223A, 4 cyl, auto, 

35,698 mi

2012 Mazda 
CX-9 Grand Touring AWD

$15,495
Stk# MU2680, V-6 cyl, auto, 

73,098

2011 BMW
335i

$17,995
Stk# MU2967, 6 cyl, auto, 

51,682 mi

2016 Ford
Fusion Titanium
$16,395

Stk# MU2804A, 4 cyl, auto, 
14,216 mi

2014 Ford
Edge Limited

$18,995
Stk# MU2829A, V-6 cyl, auto, 

50,061 mi

2016 Subaru
Legacy 2.5i

$18,995
Stk# MU2805A, 4 cyl, auto, 

6,165 mi

2014 Nissan 
Pathfinder 

$22,595
Stk# MU2900A, V-6 cyl, auto, 

37,873 mi

2016 Mazda
CX-5 Sport

$19,995
Stk# MU2808, 4 cyl, auto, 

14,919 mi

2016 Mazda
CX-3 Grand Touring 
$23,795
Stk# MU2954, 4 cyl, auto, 

6,262 mi

FRI, SAT, SUN ONLY!
We’re Up to Here in Trade-Ins • They’ve All Got To Go


