
BY ROBERT CHRISTIE
Community Board 12 is expected 

to vote on a proposed senior housing 
development at 69-85 E. 233rd Street 
at its next full board meeting.

The meeting is scheduled for 
Thursday, April 27.

According to Robert Hall, chair-
person of CB 12’s Housing Commit-
tee, the community is not in favor of 
the development named Woodlawn 
Senior Living.

Hall said more than 100 people 
came out to an April 13 Housing 

Committee meeting to voice their 
concerns about the project.

The committee did not take a vote 
on the project at its scheduled meet-
ing because it lacked a quorum.

However, according to Hall the 
committee will vote before the gen-
eral meeting and provide its recom-
mendation to the board. 

The 92-unit building - fi lled pri-
marily with studio apartments - 
would sit in a community fi lled with 
mostly single-family homes and local 

BY ARTHUR CUSANO
 The Westchester Square Busi-

ness Improvement District was 
among Bronx communities re-
ceiving grants last week from the 
NYC Department of Small Busi-
ness Services to spotlight culture 
and attract shoppers.

The Avenue NYC program tar-
gets business attraction and reten-
tion, façade improvements, mer-
chant organizing, placemaking, 
and organizational development, 
according to SBS spokeswoman 
Catherine Tenuta. 

Grants in the amount of $30,000 
will be awarded to 34 community-
based development organizations 
citywide, including eight in the 
Bronx.

“Small businesses are an es-
sential part of building vibrant 
neighborhoods, and the grants we 
are awarding today will help meet 
tailored, local needs,” said Gregg 
Bishop, Commissioner of the NYC 
Department of Small Business 
Services.

BID president Lisa Sorin said 
the SBS has been the most sup-
portive city agency for the district 
in terms of funding, and said a 
grant last year helped brand the 
district in efforts to educate resi-
dents about the square’s cultural 
heritage.

“The goal with these types of 
grants that SBS provides is get-
ting people to stop and enjoy the 
area,” Sorin said.

Programs last year included 
an event at Huntington Library 
and Reading Room that celebrated 
the Jazz Age of the 1920s. 

The BID is also working to put 
historic markers in the district 
detailing the area’s role in the 
Revolutionary War, such as the 
Battle of Westchester Creek that 

BY ROBERT CHRISTIE
The NYPD shut down an ille-

gal Morris Park gambling opera-
tion at 1741 Colden Avenue.

The base of operations, Blow 
Styling Bar, is next door to the 
Community Board 11 offi ces.

According to the business’ In-
stagram page, the storefront was 
a hairdressing salon during nor-
mal business hours.

According to the community 
board, after the business opened 
in January, board employees soon 
noticed there was cigarette smoke 
coming from the salon, through 

the board’s ventilation system 
and into their offi ces.

District manager Jeremy 
Warneke said cigarette smoke got 
so bad he had to move from his of-
fi ce and complete his work in the 
conference room.

Furthermore, Warneke said 
the smell lingered in the building 
to the extent  that a CB 11 employ-
ee’s wife believed he had started 
smoking again.

Warneke said the community 
board sent several requests for 
help to the city’s Department of 
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MP beauty salon was 
an after hours club

Easter Bunny Visits Allerton

49 SHUTS DOWN 
GAMBLING FRONT

Westchester 
Square

BID receives 
cultural grant

Children and their families were hopping with excitement to meet the Eas-
ter Bunny on Saturday, April 15 at the Sanz Banquet Hall. Hosted by the 
Allerton International Merchants Association, the fun-fi lled celebration 
featured a meet and greet with Peter Cottontail and Easter Egg decorat-
ing. Arian (l) and Ariella Sanchez showed the Easter Bunny their custom 
made Easter Eggs.                             Photo by Miriam Quin

CB 12 to vote on 
Woodlawn Senior Living
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LOSE 20–40 lb.
IN THE NEXT 40 DAYS

Lose weight and start looking and 
feeling as beautiful as you are...

DROP 20-40 POUNDS IN 40 DAYS

NO EXERCISE NECESSARY

MINIMAL OR NO CRAVINGS

MININMAL OR NO HUNGER

BURNS FAT

TARGETS BELLY, BUTT, HIPS, THIGHS

DOCTOR SUPERVISED FOR SAFETY & RESULTS

Dr. Albert 

Graziosa has 

been certified 

with the fresh 

start hCG diet 

and has led 

many patients 

to live more 

happy and 

healthy lives.

VISIT US AT 

GOTHAIRLLC.COM

BECAUSE OF OUR 
TECHNOLOGY

“Weight Loss 
Has Changed 
My Life”
Ask yourself how 

would you like to lose 

30 or more pounds, 

have more energy, 

feel great, feel sexy, 

decrease your risks 

of diabetes and heart 

disease and regain 

your health all in next 

40 days.

GET STARTED NOW!

10% OFF 
OUR CLEAN START 

PROGRAM

M E DIC A L  A E S TH E TIC S

Got Hair? llc

3611A East Tremont Avenue  Bronx, NY 
347-281-5576
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GET READY FOR SPRING WITH OUR 
CLEAN START WEIGHT LOSS PROGRAM

BY ARTHUR CUSANO
Borough President Ru-

ben Diaz, Jr. spent part of 
his Holy Thursday joined by 
community leaders and as-
sociates from Stop & Shop to 
give away some Easter holi-
day cheer.

The event was held at the 
Crotona Park East Stop & 
Shop supermarket, where 
a tractor-trailer fi lled with 
1,000 hams was unloaded for 
waiting residents hoping to 
grab a free holiday dinner.  

“This donation is just a 
small part of Stop and Shop’s 
commitment to giving back 
to the community,” Stop & 
Shop manager of commu-
nity relations Cindy Carras-
quilla said. “We know that 
hunger never takes a holi-
day, and that so many of our 
neighbors struggle to put a 
nice dinner on their family 
table. Not just on Easter, but 
every day.”

Despite such efforts, food 
insecurity is an issue in 
the Bronx – it was ranked 
the hungriest borough in a 
survey by the national non-
profi t Hunger Free Amer-
ica. 

Among other survey 
fi ndings:

• A third of Bronx resi-
dents lived in food insecure 
households from 2013 to 

2015, while a slightly higher 
percentage of children lived 
in such households during 
that period. 

• One in fi ve Bronx se-
niors lived with food insecu-
rity during that same time 
period.

• Over half the charitable 
agencies that responded to 
the survey said they could 
not meet the demand of hun-
gry residents.  

The borough president 
thanked the supermarket 
chain for donating the hams 
and its other various dona-
tions throughout the year, 
and also thanked the repre-
sentatives from other chari-
table organizations on hand 
for their efforts in feeding 
those in need: Bronx Clergy 
Task Force; Love Gospel As-
sembly Church; New Season 
Christian Center; Thessalo-
nia Baptist Church and Part 
of the Solution (POTS), an 
organization dedicated to 
feeding the hungry in the 
city.

“We’re strong in faith, 
strong in optimism, strong 
in love,” Diaz said. “We 
know there are going to be 
valleys, and life isn’t per-
fect, but that spirit of giv-
ing and taking care of our 
neighbors is something we 
all want to do.”

Thessalonia Baptist 
Church Pastor Malobe 
Sampson said the Easter 
theme of resurrection was 
especially relevant in the 
Bronx, which fi nds itself on 
the upswing after decades of 
neglect as business and re-
development return. 

“We in the Bronx have 
gone through some tough 
times, but yet the Bronx is 
the greatest borough, the 
borough of recovery, the 
borough on the move, that’s 
progressive,” he said. “This 
is the best borough to live in 
in the 21st century.” 

Diaz said he was espe-
cially thrilled to have third 
graders from nearby St. 
Thomas Aquinas School 
take part in the event.

“It really warms my 
heart when we see young 
people at a very early age 
give back and count their 
blessings and want to do bet-
ter by the community,” he 
said.

Diaz let third-grader 
Brandon Irizzary have the 
last word before he and his 
classmates helped distrib-
ute the hams.

“I’m very happy to be 
here to hand out hams to the 
poor,” he said. “I really want 
everyone to have enough 
food for Easter.” 

Stop & Shop, pastors 
sponsor Easter giveaway

Students from the St. Thomas Aquinas School help Stop & Shop employees distribute Easter Hams 
to residents on Holy Thursday in Crotona Park East. The event was organized by Borough President 
Ruben Diaz, Jr. Community News Group/Arthur Cusano
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 遵守適用的聯邦民權法律規定，不因種族、
膚色、民血統、年齡、殘障或性別而歧視任何人 。 

注意：如果您使用繁體中文，您可以免費獲得語言援助
服務。請致電  

We’re here for your call.
Toll Free 1.866.586.8044  |  TTY/TDD 1.800.662.1220  |  agewellnewyork.com

MEDICARE ADVANTAGE PLANS SPECIAL ELECTION SEMINARS 

For more information on dates and times at a diner in your community, please call: 

718-484-5000 (ext. 5251) or events@agewellnewyork.com

QUEENS
Georgia Diner - Elmhurst

Atlantic Diner - S. Richmond Hill

Bel Aire Diner - Astoria

Glendale Diner - Glendale

BROOKYLN
Denny’s Diner - Pennsylvania Avenue

Georges Diner - 5th Avenue

New Apolo  - Myrtle Avenue

BRONX
Corky’s - Grand Concourse

Crow Diner - E. 161st Street

Perista Coffee Shop & Restaurant - W. Kingsbridge Rd

MANHATTAN
Lenox Hill Grill - Lexington Avenue

Kitchen Sink - 2nd Avenue

Gracie Corner Diner - E. 86th Street
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took place October 12, 1776. 
Sorin said she hopes to 

create a small park that cel-
ebrates that history in the 
area.

This year’s goal is make 
Westchester Square into a 
historic, cultural corridor, 
Sorin said.

“This grant will go to-
wards tours, bringing art-
ists to the area, and re-
ally branding it as a place 
to come for the arts, and 
bringing in little stores that 
compliment that theme,” 
Sorin said.  

Huntington Free Li-
brary and Reading Room 
president Tom Casey said 
the Battle of Westchester 
Creek played a pivotal role 

in allowing Washington’s 
escape to Pennsylvania 
from British forces that had 
landed near Throggs Neck, 
thus saving the General’s 
forces (and likely the revo-
lution itself) early in the 
campaign. The stories from 
that battle could help draw 
history buffs, he said.

“There is a monument 
over by White Castle that 
mentions the battle, but 
we’re looking to do a lit-
tle more to (document) 
where the cannons were 
placed, where the troops 
landed, where exactly was 
the bridge…those sort of 
things,” Casey said.

SBS funding has already 
allowed the BID to hire an 
actor to dress as a Revolu-

tionary War soldier charac-
ter that interact with young 
people for the Fair on the 
Square, and possibly a tour 
of the historic St. Peter’s 
Episcopal Church cemetery 
on Halloween.

The Bronx Council on 
the Arts assisted Sorin in 
procuring the grant by writ-
ing a recommendation, said 
director Barbara Prete. 

The council sees the 
Westchester Square area 
as an up and coming com-
munity with a lot of cul-
tural potential, and will 
soon be the home to a new 
headquarters at 2700 East 
Tremont Avenue at the for-
mer site of a former Chase 
Morgan bank.

Health.
However, the NYS De-

partment of State handles 
beauty salon inspections 
and did not provide com-
ment at the time of this ar-
ticle.

A spokesperson from the 
NYC Department of Build-
ings said the department 
received a  311 complaint 
on Friday, February 10 that 
construction was being 
done at the establishment 
without a permit.

DOB attempted to in-
spect the storefront on 
Wednesday, March 1 and 
then again on Thursday, 
March 9.

On the fi rst attempt a 
DOB inspector was turned 
away from the establish-
ment and on the second try 
the shop was locked.

According to Captain 
Thomas Alps, command-
ing offi cer of the 4-9, the 
precinct also received their 
own 311 Service Request. 

In addition, said Alps, 
the precinct received “sev-
eral community complaints 
about an unlicensed social 
club operating a full service 
bar where gambling was 
being permitted and viola-
tions of the smoke-free air 

act were occurring.”
A precinct spokesperson 

said the social club opened 
after normal business 
hours.

On Friday, April 14 at 
8:20 p.m., after a period 
of surveillance, the 49th 
Precinct police offi cers ar-
rested ten people inside the 
beauty salon for allegedly 
promoting gambling in the 
third degree and possession 
of gambling records in the 
second degree.

The names of those ar-
rested were not released 
because the case is still on-
going.

Alps said the offi cers re-
covered thousands of dol-
lars in addition to gambling 
instruments such as play-
ing cards and poker chips.

He said at the time of 
the arrests local residents 
thanked the offi cers for 
their service.

Alps also discussed why 
having such an establish-
ment can be harmful to a 
community.

“These types of opera-
tions - such as unlicensed 
social clubs with unregu-
lated gambling - often lead 
to violence and a multi-
tude of criminal activity,” 
said Alps. “Add in the fact 

that intoxicants were being 
served at the location un-
lawfully, the probability of 
violence or disputes occur-
ring increases.”

He continued, “Another 
factor to consider, when 
large sums of money are 
being displayed openly it 
attracts a violent criminal 
element who may target the 
location to rob.”

Tony Signorile, presi-
dent of the Morris Park 
Community Association, 
said he was aware of the 
social club aspect of the 
beauty salon but was dis-
appointed to hear about 
the illegal gambling taking 
place.

“Shame on them,” said 
Signorile. “We don’t par-
ticularly care to have those 
type of clubs in our commu-
nity.”

“If they were gambling 
they got what they de-
served,” Signorile contin-
ued. “No club should be 
allowed to gamble in the 
community. It portrays the 
wrong impression of our 
community when people do 
that.”

The Bronx Times found  
the Blow Styling Bar closed 
and no one available to 
comment.
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49 shuts down gambling operation

The NYPD shut down an illegal gambling operation at the Blow Styling Bar on Friday, April 14. Photo 
Courtesy of Robert Christie

Westchester Square BID 
receives cultural grant 

A marker outside the Westchester Square White Castle marks the location of the Battle of Westchester 
Creek. The battle will be one of the focuses of a new BID campaign to attract tourism to the area.   
                           Photo by Arthur Cusano
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ANTIQUES & ESTATE BUYERS

ANTIQUE & ESTATE BUYERS
We buy anything old. One piece or house full. 

WILL TRAVEL. HOUSE CALLS.

ANTIQUE & ESTATE BUYERS
We buy anything old. One piece or house full. 

WILL TRAVEL. HOUSE CALLS.
WILL TRAVEL

ENTIRE
TRI-STATE!

FREE
Estimates!

We Pay $CASH$ For 
Paintings, Clocks, Watches, 
Estate Jewelry & Fine China, 

From Single Items 
to Entire Estates!
Coin & Stamp Collections

Costume Jewelry
Antique Furniture  Lamps
Bronzes  Paintings  Prints

Chinese & Japanese 
Artwork & Porcelain

Sports Collectibles 
Comic Books  Old Toys  Records
Cameras  Sterling Flatware Sets

HUMMELS & LLADROS

ANTIQUES & ESTATE BUYERS

TOP $ PAID
FOR JUDAICA
COLLECTIBLES

HOUSE
CALLS

MOVING orDOWNSIZING?CALL
US!

Top $ Paid
for Antique

Sterling!

Military
Collections

Wanted
Swords,
Knives,

Helmets, etc.

SEE OUR AD EVERY SUNDAY IN THE POST

SAME DAY  
SERVICE  

AVAILABLE

SERVING BRONX 
AND THE ENTIRE  
TRI-STATE AREA

516-974-6528516-974-6528

WILL TRAVEL. WE MAKE HOUSE CALLS.
1029 WEST JERICHO TURNPIKE, SMITHTOWN, L.I.

HOUSE 
CALLS

ASK FOR CHRISTOPHER
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“Look as beautiful as you are….”

FillersBotox

Must present AD or coupon for offer 
CERTAIN RESTRICTIONS APPLY

Offering
the latest in

Laser Hair Removal     

Botox   

Fillers 

Scleratherapy 

Skin Peel

Electrolysis

Hormone Replacement Therapy

hCG Weight Loss Program

Got Hair?
M E DIC A L  A E S TH E TIC S

3611A East Tremont Ave.  Bronx, NY 347-281-5576

$100 OFF
YOUR FIRST TREATMENT

INTRODUCING KYBELLA BY ALLERGAN

(LIMITED TIME OFFER. FIRST 10 PATIENTS)

Important Safety Information
What is KYBELLA®
KYBELLA® is a prescription medi-
cine used in adults to improve the 
appearance and profile of moderate 
to severe fat below the chin (submen-
tal fat), also called “double chin.” It 
is not known if KYBELLA® is safe 
and effective for use outside of the 
submental area and in children less 
than 18 years of age
Please see additional Important 
Safety Information inside.

Bothered by the 
fullness* beneath 

your chin?

BY STEVEN GOODSTEIN
A grand larceny crime 

wave has surfaced in a Gun 
Hill Road parking lot - and 
the 49th Precinct is on the 
case.

According to the pre-
cinct, there have been 
at least three recent in-
stances involving auto-
mobile break-ins within 
the Chuck E. Cheese’s and 
Home Depot parking lot, 
located at 1816-1850 E. Gun 
Hill Road, which is being 
called Grand Larceny Pat-
tern #17.

Each incident occurred 
on Tuesday, February 14, 
between 5:30 and 7:30 p.m. 
by an unknown suspect, 
who broke into each vehi-
cle to remove property. 

All three incidents also 
involved vehicles that be-
longed to females between 
the ages of 26 and 41. 

Each victim stated to 
the precinct that they were 
in Chuck E. Cheese’s for 
about one hour the night 
the break-in occurred.

“This is a very diffi cult 
kind of crime to combat, as 
it is a crime which usually 
occurs very quickly,” said 
49th Precinct community 
affairs offi cer and detec-
tive Jay Sturdivant, who 
added that car break-ins 
have been a reoccurring 
issue in the 49th Precinct. 
“When you have a weak-
minded person who is also 
addicted to drugs walk-
ing past a car which holds 

valuables such as money, 
computers, pocketbooks 
and/or jewelry, there is a 
recipe for a criminal act to 
occur.”

According to the 4-9, the 
best weapon against these 
types of crimes is an ‘alert 
and informed community’ 
who contacts them upon 
seeing any sort of suspi-
cious activity.

Sturdivant, along with 
the rest of the 49th Pre-
cinct, are currently ana-
lyzing the crimes and 
mapping out locations of 
these occurrences so they 
can properly deploy plain 
clothes units at these spe-
cifi c sites, so they are pre-
pared to make arrests at 
the time of the next inci-
dent. 

This plan proved to be 
successful after the 49th 
Precinct apprehended an-
other perpetrator who 
was wanted for numerous 
car break-ins in vicinity 
of Bronx Park East earlier 
this year. 

The 49th Precinct also 
recently arrested several 
individuals who knowingly 
purchased stolen property 
within the precinct’s con-
fi nes.

In addition, Sturdivant 
speaks with District Attor-
ney Darcel Clark regularly 
to lobby for stiffer sentenc-
ing in these cases in hopes 
to deter others from com-
mitting the same crime.

“There is no worse feel-

ing than entering your car 
in the morning and discov-
ering your window is bro-
ken with all of your valu-
ables taken, other than 
having your car stolen,” 
Sturdivant said. “We will 
continue educating the pub-
lic by way of social media, 
informational fl yers and 
through crime prevention 
lectures at (our) commu-
nity meetings in hopes of 
lowering someone’s chance 
of being victimized.”

The 49th Precinct did 
not release a description, 
picture or report of the 
wanted suspect.

The video camera sur-
veilling the parking lot did 
not capture any of the inci-
dents that took place that 
evening.

Along with the car bur-
glaries, there have also 
been reports of merchan-
dise being stolen from 
the locker room of Planet 
Fitness, located in the 
neighboring parking lot 
at 1750-1780 E. Gun Hill 
Road, which also includes 
Dunkin Donuts, Petco, TGI 
Fridays and Dollar Tree, 
among other stores. It is 
still unknown if these inci-
dents are connected to the 
car burglaries.

Since these incidents 
occurred, Elite Investiga-
tions, a New York City-
based private investigation 
company, has been seen 
surveilling the strip mall’s 
parking lots.

Car burglaries in Gun 
Hill mall parking lots

The parking lot located at 1816-1850 E. Gun Hill Road, where the three break-ins occurred. 
 Community News Group / Steven Goodstein
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Hundreds of children and their families were hopping with excitement to have breakfast with the Easter 
Bunny. In honor of the Easter season, Senator Jeff Klein hosted his 22nd annual Bunny Breakfast Easter 
celebration on Sunday, April 9 at the Villa Barone Manor. The time honored tradition featured many excit-
ing activities such as a magic show, stuffed bunny and duck building stations, face painting, photos with 
Peter Cottontail and a live DJ playing the latest pop hits.

Klein Hosts 22nd Annual

Easter Bunny Easter Bunny 
BreakfastBreakfast

(left) Bradley Benimoff enjoyed his fi rst meeting with the fabled Peter Cottontail. Photo by Laura Stone

(1) (l-r) Jaylene Maisonette, Sophia Gonzalez and Kaylee Maisonette made some stuffed Easter Bunny 
friends. Photo by Laura Stone

1

2
3

4

(2) Senator Klein (back, r) and neighborhood children met the Easter Bunny. Photo by Laura Stone

(3) Children and their families thoroughly enjoyed Damian the Magician’s performance. Photo by Laura Stone

(4) (l-r) Alex Kelly and sisters Gabrielle and Isabelle Palermo enjoyed their custom made Easter bunnies.
 Photo by Laura Stone
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BY PATRICK ROCCHIO
Community groups will be out in 

force on Earth Day. 
A volunteer cleanup targeting 

graffiti in some three dozen locations 
in the 49th Precinct as well as litter 
removal in local parks will take place 
on the day dedicated to celebrating 
and supporting the environment on 
Saturday, April 22 from 10 a.m. to 1 
p.m. 

The cleanup is being hosted by the 
precinct, Senator Jeff Klein and As-
semblyman Mark Gjonaj. 

Anyone interested in volunteering 
should meet at Gjonaj’s district office 
at 1126 Pelham Parkway South. The 
rain day for the cleanup is on Satur-
day, April 29. 

Both legislators said in statements 
that graffiti was a blight that would 
be tackled in the effort. 

“Ridding my district of graffiti has 
always been one of my top priorities; 
the unsightly vandalism is not only a 
blight on our community, but it also 
devalues property,” said Klein. 

Gjonaj said that the graffiti creates 
a negative representation of local com-
munities, and that he was proud to host 
the event with the senator. 

“A change for a better environ-
ment starts by working together,” said 
Gjonaj. 

Organizations participating in the 
community service include Commu-
nity Board 11, Morris Park Commu-
nity Association, Pelham Parkway 
Neighborhood Association, Allerton 
International Merchants and North-
east Bronx Community Association. 

Students from Truman High School 
and Fordham University are also 
scheduled to participate.

There are 13 litter removal sites in 
parks planned, the spokesman said. 

The sites selected for graffiti re-
moval are 35 locations that constitu-
ents have brought to the attention of 
legislators, said Klein’s spokesman. 

A 24-hour store on Morris Park Ave-
nue, a dollar store on Lydig Avenue and 
the many blue and green mailboxes are 
examples of places and things that will 
see graffiti removal, said the spokes-
man. 

Paint and paintbrushes will be sup-
plied to volunteers, he said. 

David Lepore, a 49th Precinct Com-
munity Affairs Officer, said that any-

time the precinct works side-by-side 
with elected officials and communities 
to addresses issues, it is rewarding. 

“Listening to the complaints of the 
community, having meetings about 
this event and identifying locations 
that have been plagued with graffiti 
shows the commitment of our precinct 
to its community in resolving issues 
that the community feels needs to be 
addressed,” said Lepore. 

Tony Signorile, MPCA president, 
praised the elected officials, volun-
teers and the police, and also many of 
the landlords for their cooperation.  

While he does not blame landlords 
for graffiti woes, he said in some cases 
a few absentee property owners should 
spend more time making sure their 
properties are presentable.  

Litter in parks is avoidable if indi-
viduals would only use the waste re-
ceptacles, he said. 

Jeremy Warneke, CB 11 district 
manager, said that in an ideal world, 
cleanups would not be necessary. 

“We definitely need more envi-
ronmentally conscious people,” said 
Warneke, adding those who are not 
conscious create litter in most cases.

Graffi ti, litter 
cleanup set for 

Earth Day

Assemblyman Mark Gjonaj is one of the sponsors 
of the Earth Day graffi ti and litter cleanup, along 
with Senator Jeff Klein and the 49th Precinct. Sil-
vio J. Pacifi co

BY STEVEN GOODSTEIN
A longtime dance com-

pany based in the Bronx 
was recently invited to par-
ticipate in fi lming for a pop-
ular TV show. 

Last month, Fancy Feet 
collaborated with television 
show Dance Moms to fi lm 
for what is expected to be 
the eighth season of the se-
ries.

The fi lming took place 
during the weekend of Fri-
day, March 10, where Fancy 
Feet owner Susan Mendogni 
and fi ve of her students trav-
eled to Las Vegas to perform 
against a select team of girl 
dancers from the show.

The Dance Mom’s produc-
tion team also held a Skype 
session with the students a 
week prior to the fi lming - 
where they were able to sub-
mit a demo performance. 
Fancy Feet’s fantastic fi ve 
fi lmed with choreographer 
Loriann Gibson, who also 
worked on the former MTV 
show Making The Band.

The boys who were cho-
sen to participate were 

Tajohn Curtis, Brandon 
Trent, Bryce Harding, Chad 
Santiago and Jaylynn Jack-
son - a roster that ended up 
defeating the Dance Mom’s 
select team in a hip hop 
dance competition.

“I think it was an inter-
esting and exciting expe-
rience for these boys who 
worked very hard to get to 
that point - and I am so proud 
of them for continuously 
pushing themselves to meet 
their goals,” said Mendogni, 
who founded the company 
in 1980. She also attended 
Queens College and majored 
in Dance and Theater while 
she opened her dance studio. 
“This experience was also a 
big highlight and a major 
accomplishment for Fancy 
Feet as a company.”

“I started this company 
because of my love for dance, 
children and teaching,” she 
added. “This dance studio 
affects children in a positive 
way and gives them a safe, 
loving environment where 
they are free to express 
themselves with amazing 

instructors through all pro-
fessional avenues - Broad-
way, ballet, hip hop, etc.”

Susan’s husband, Lino, 
also traveled to Las Vegas to 
see Fancy Feet in action. Su-
san added that the boys who 
participated in the fi lming 
have also appeared in music 
videos for Wyclef Jean.

Fancy Feet’s segment is 
expected to be included in 
Dance Mom’s eighth season, 
which has yet to be offi cially 
confi rmed. 

Susan has two daughters, 
Brittany and Caitlyn, who 
both participated in Fancy 
Feet for many years. In 2015, 
Mendogni was recognized 
as one of the Bronx Times’ 
25 Most Infl uential Women.

Dance Moms is a reality 
television show that covers 
the lives of children who 
chose a career in dance 
while they are guided and 
trained by dance instruc-
tor and choreographer Abby 
Lee Miller. Premiering in 
2011, the Lifetime show re-
cently completed its seventh 
season in February.

Local dance company 
fi lms on Dance Moms

(C) Mendogni and choreographer Andre Lee with (l-r) Jackson, Santiago, Harding, Trent and Curtis.
 Photo courtesy of Fancy Feet

FOR ADVERTISING INFORMATION 
AND RATES CALL (718) 260-4593
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YORK COLLEGE!  Contact the Admissions Office by visiting www.york.cuny.edu/admissions, or by calling 718-262-2169.

At                           …  The Time is Now!
PRESIDENT MARCIA V. KEIZS  extends congratulations and  
invites all students accepted to York College for Fall 2017 to attend the  

Accepted Students Reception • Sunday, April 30th • 12 to 3 pm 
Be part of an amazing college community

Learn about exciting research opportunities, internships, and majors  
offered at York College. Tour our modern 50-acre campus and speak  
with faculty, admissions and financial aid counselors.

We look forward to seeing you!
York College 
Atrium of the Academic Core Building 
94-20 Guy R. Brewer Blvd. • Jamaica, NY 11451

BY PATRICK ROCCHIO
A local merchant took a 

street tree that was being ne-
glected and transformed it into 
a community asset. 

Pelham Bay shop owner 
John Scanlon was none-too-
thrilled when the city planted a 
tree next to his business on St. 
Theresa Avenue recently. 

He decided that the tree, 
rather than becoming a deposi-
tory of trash, dog waste and 
cigarette butts as many are, 
was going to be something that 
made the community sparkle 
and he  wants others to follow 
his example. 

Scanlon added planters, dec-
orative wooden fencing and a 
sign that reads ‘Beautify The 
Bronx Campaign’ as well as 
what he described as an ‘ash-
tray’ for cigarettes butts made 
out of PVC pipe.  

“Just think about it: if every 
tree in Pelham Bay, Throggs 
Neck and City Island had fl ow-
ers, art or something original 
near them, these street trees 
would look a lot better,” said 
Scanlon, Pelham Bay Home 
Center proprietor. 

At a cost of $350 to $400 he 
and his team was able build a 
wooden structure around the 
tree. 

Flowers and topsoil for the 

planters were purchased at a 
nearby supermarket.

The posts for the structure 
are buried two-feet deep to 
make them sturdy, said Scan-

lon, and a secondary wooden 
support was put in place closer 
to the curb to prevent someone 
in a vehicle from knocking 
into it. 

Scanlon’s store, located at 
3073 Westchester Avenue, has 
already beautifi ed its exterior 
by painting a mural to Saint 
Teresa of Calcutta and addi-
tional planters. 

Councilman James Vacca, 
upon hearing of Scanlon’s ef-
fort, was very much in favor it 
and hopes the idea will indeed 
take off with others. 

“I think the beautifi cation 
of tree pits lends an aura to the 
neighborhood for both the res-
idents and those who visit us,” 
said Vacca, adding of beauti-
fi ed tree pits: “It looks great 
on commercial streets, but on 
residential streets I think it 
would catch on like wildfi re.”

He said that Scanlon’s com-
munity service showed leader-
ship. 

The councilman added other 
similar sprucing up would im-
prove the perception of the 
community, which is so impor-
tant. 

Community activist John 
Marano, who along with the 
Throggs Neck Merchants Asso-
ciation organized treepit clean-
ups in 2016 along East Tremont 
Avenue between Miles and La-
Salle avenues, also lauded the 
effort.

He believes that such efforts 
like Scanlon’s work would serve 
as an example to others and im-
prove conditions on main shop-
ping corridors. 

“If you are a merchant who 
keeps the outside of the prop-
erty clean, the inside must be 
immaculate,” said Marano. 
“I think it is eye-catching to 
the person driving by; I think 
it would be a key component 
in getting more shoppers out 
walking the streets and fre-
quenting the establishments.” 

Scanlon, whose business 
sells appliances, water heat-
ers and piping, as well as other 
types of hardware, only sees 
the upside. 

“I’m just hoping that other 
homeowners and business own-
ers do something similar,” said 
Scanlon. “If not, my corner 
looks nice.”

PB shop owner beautifi es sidewalk tree

John Scanlon stands in front of the beautifi ed tree pit he hopes will become part 
of a trend to Beautify the Bronx. 
 Community News Group / Patirck Rocchio
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Several local fathers and their children got their ‘just desserts’ participating in a cooking competition. Fathers from P.S. 1 and M.S. 29 showcased 
their culinary talents at the ‘Real Dads Cook’ competition on Wednesday, April 5 as part of the responsible fatherhood initiative sponsored by 
Administration for Children’s Services, Fathers Forward, the Bronx Fatherhood Coalition and Deeds Driven Dads with the desserts presented for 
judging, looking and tasting incredible. Dads also engaged in discussion led by national fatherhood advocate coach Stevan Lynn regarding the 
importance of fathers cooking for their children on a regular basis, starting with basic dishes which are easy to prepare and nutritous.

Real Dads Cook Just Desserts Competition

Local dads and their children were excited to see who would be 
crowned this year’s Best Cook. Photo by Miriam Quin

John Fielder (l), Deeds Driven Dads chairman, presented contest win-
ner Rey Guzman a T-shirt and the title of Best Cook for his cherry 
cheesecake. Photo by Miriam Quin

(l-r) Children’s Protection Service’s Crystal Cuevas, Lashonda Conner 
and Janna Ideifonso were impressed by all the dessert entries. 
 Photo by Miriam Quin

Coach Stevan Lynn showcased his culinary skills with his mouth-wa-
tering fruit salad. Photo by Miriam Quin

Stevan Lynn, Deeds Driven Dads CEO, was 
ready to serve a tray full of yummy bone-
less chicken. Photo by Miriam Quin

Second place honoree Monet Johnson 
(back, c) and her son, Adonis Johnson, 
proudly displayed their prized movie tick-
ets conferred to Johnson for her delectable 
yellow cake with butter cream frosting. 
 Photo by Miriam Quin

Nerva Medina (l) congrat-
ulated contest champion 
Rey Guzman who won 
movie tickets for his sa-
vory cherry cheescake. 
 Photo by Miriam Quin
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BY ROBERT CHRISTIE
The Bronx Community Col-

lege Science and Technology En-
try program held a Drone Day 
for students from the Sports & 
Arts in School Foundation on 
Thursday, April 13.

Several dozen middle school 
students from SASF sat in awe 
as members of the BCC program 
displayed their latest gadgets.

The Science and Technology 
Entry members presented hand-
made drones, a motorized rover 
and a gas powered, mini race 
car.

They showed how each ma-
chine was made, how they are 
controlled and their purpose.

For example, the motorized 
rover is capable of traveling on 
terrain from different planets 
and is outfi tted with an arm for 
collecting sediment from the 
planet.

In addition, the rover is out-
fi tted with sensors - an infrared 
sensor, an ultrasound sensor 
and a temperature sensor - to en-
able it to better explore its sur-
roundings.

SASF students also learned 
fun facts about emojis.

For example, for an emoji to 

be available it must be approved 
by the Unicode Consortium.

In addition, software develop-
ers have created a full keyboard 
of emojis and even translated the 
Bible into emoji form.

At the end of the presenta-
tion, the Science and Technol-
ogy Entry members presented 
their drones.

The SASF students learned 
that the small batteries in drones 
can power a drone for up to 4 to 
5 hours.

Also drones can be programed 
to follow their controller by sens-
ing that person’s body heat.

Finally, the middle schoolers 
went outside and took turns fl y-
ing the drones and controlling 
the mini race car on the BCC 
track and football fi eld.

Allison Jeffery, head of 
SASF’s S.T.E.M. program, said 
it is important for the middle 
school students to see the fun 
they can have with science, en-
gineering and technology - es-
pecially with the job demand in 
those fi elds.

“There’s 40,000 computer sci-
ence jobs in New York and only 
3,500 computer science gradu-
ates,” said Jeffrey. “That means 

that they can’t fi ll these jobs.”
Eugene Adams, head of the 

Science and Technology Entry 
program, said it was good for 
students to be able to interact 

with this type of technology at a 
young age.

“Our kids need more time on-
task,” said Adams. “They need 
to have exposure to higher con-

cepts but we have to introduce it 
in a way in which they can have 
physical experiences.”

Kadeem Thomas, a Fordham 
resident and member of BCC’s 
Science and Technology Entry 
program, was happy to be able 
to share his knowledge with the 
middle schoolers.

“This is an opportunity to not 
only encourage their potential 
as kids but for me personally it 
is an opportunity of redemp-
tion,” said Thomas, 23. “When I 
was younger I did a lot of stupid 
stuff and at that time I thought it 
was cool.”

Thomas also said it felt good 
to show the opportunities avail-
able for minority students.

“As black kids we don’t have a 
lot of options,” said Thomas.

He said the Science and Tech-
nology Entry program has al-
lowed him to reach his own de-
mographic in a positive way.

“This is widening the op-
portunity for our kids and we 
need that as much as possible,” 
Thomas said.

The Science and Technology 
Entry program at BCC includes 
students of all ages and non-BBC 
students.

BCC hosts Drone Day for middle schoolers

(l-r) Eugene Adams, director of collaborative education; Darnell Smith, Andy Tor-
res Colon and Nikolas Fenderson were excited to test pilot some drones at Bronx 
Community College. Photo by Aracelis Batista
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POT of GOLD
Sherbee Antiques is a family-owned business that has been 

serving the tri-state area for over 60 years. 
We buy from the full contents of homes and estates 

to single items. We specialize in high-end goods such as 
antiques, art, fi ne porcelain, lighting, bronzes and sculptures. 

We have particular interest in fi ne jewelry, timepieces, 
diamonds, gold and silver. 

If you call we will come to you, free of charge, and evaluate 
what you are selling. We know the value of your possessions 
and are willing to pay top dollar on the spot. Please feel free 
to call seven days a week for a free same day consultation.

You may be sitting on a large fortune. 
Call Sherbee Antiques. They’ll tell you how much.

CALL TODAY 917-748-7622 OR 718-762-7448 
You’ll be glad you did.

Sherbee  Antiques
Est. 1940

BY PATRICK ROCCHIO
The community celebrated a new adult 

workout station and basketball court in 
Bronx Park. 

A ribbon cutting ceremony on Thursday, 
April 13 dedicated a new adult fi tness area 
and an additional basketball court in Bronx 
Park near the Unionport Road entrance. 

The new fi tness area includes more than a 
dozen workout stations, many of which simu-
late popular gym fi tness machines and equip-
ment like parallel bars and a sit-up bench. 

The enhancements were funded by Coun-
cilman James Vacca with $200,000 in capital 
dollars and took roughly three years to bring 
to fruition, he said.

“I really think these exercise stations 
have many purposes…you can enjoy the 
park, exercise and get fresh air all in ‘one fell 
swoop,’” said Vacca. “You could do a whole 
circuit here going from one exercise to an-
other.”  

According to the Vacca, there are two 
other fi tness equipment projects that should 
be completed within the year, in Pelham Bay 
and Colucci parks, that he also funded. 

According to a Vacca spokesman, the Pel-
ham Bay Park fi tness station is scheduled for 
a summer completion, while the contractor 
at Colucci Park has until March 2017 to com-
plete the project. 

Each of the workout devices are virtually 

vandal-proof. 
The councilman sees value in the fi tness 

areas because they address the borough’s 
overall lagging health indicators, as chron-
icled in a Robin Wood Johnson Foundation 
study. 

“It is because I want to get the obesity is-

sue addressed in the borough,” said Vacca. “I 
think exercise will help address that, and I 
think it will mean improved quality of life or 
longevity for people.” 

The fi tness area includes parallel bars, 
two chest presses, lat pull down, sit up bench, 
recumbent cycle, push up, chin up, upright 

cycle, leg extension and a ‘captain’s chair.’ 
Attendees at the ribbon cutting included 

Vacca; Mitchell Silver, NYC Parks Depart-
ment commissioner; Iris-Rodriguez Rosa, 
NYC Parks Department borough commis-
sioner; Maggie Greenfield, Bronx River Al-
liance executive director and Arlene Dray-
ton, Community Board 11 Parks Committee 
chairwoman.

Silver said in his remarks that the addi-
tion was a sign that people could get even 
healthier in Bronx Park. 

“The inclusion of fitness equipment here 
in Bronx Park will improve the recreational 
space at this site and will serve as a useful 
amenity for both the adults and children of 
our community,” Silver said. 

Drayton said the new fi tness equipment is 
a “great improvement” that will be used by 
young and old. 

“It is very good in terms of bringing 
healthy choices to the community,” she said. 

Greenfi eld, in her remarks, welcomed the 
improvements as something that would en-
courage park use. 

The dignitaries were joined by a group of 
students from Wings Academy and as well as 
several community members to mark the oc-
casion. 

A local resident, Gregory Gill, said that 
using a machine that included a peddling mo-
tion was helpful in recovering from her foot 

Bronx Park fi tness equipment dedicated

Mitchell Silver, NYC Parks commissioner; Councilman James Vacca; Iris Rodriguez-Rosa, Bronx NYC 
Parks commissioner; Maggie Scott Greenfi eld, NYC Parks Bronx River administrator and Bronx River 
Alliance executive director; Arlene Drayton, Community Board 11 Parks Committee chairwoman and 
Wings Academy youth cut a ribbon on Bronx Park improvements on Thursday, April 13. Patrick Rocchio / 
Community News Group
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BY PATRICK ROCCHIO
The Stand Up to Violence pro-

gram continues to grow at the start 
of its third year in operation. 

The SUV program, which oper-
ates in key target areas in the 43rd, 
47th and 49th precincts that have 
been prone to violence, is reporting 
a 60% to 70% percent reduction in vi-
olent incidents in the specifi c areas 
where it operates, based on its calcu-
lations of crime statistics. 

These fi gures were included in 
a status report to program stake-
holders on Wednesday, April 5 that 
marked the SUV program’s third 
year in operation, according to sev-
eral attendees. 

SUV employs former gang mem-
bers known as ‘violence interrupt-
ers’ to serve as mediators between 
rival gangs to curb violence, said Er-
ika Mendelsohn, program director. 

“The whole purpose is to hire and 
train the only people who are really 
capable of working with the high 
risk individuals,” she said. “(This 
is) as opposed to police offi cers, who 
can only arrest and punish them.”

Additionally, SUV holds commu-
nity marches and rallies in response 
to shootings at locations where they 
occur, she said. 

Mendelsohn said that SUV is see-

ing a twofold or threefold in public 
participation at these rallies and 
marches that take place shortly af-
ter the incidents.

The program is funded through 
a state grant secured by Senator Jeff 
Klein that saw a $600,000 allocation 
in last year’s budget and $700,000 
this fi scal year, said a Klein spokes-
man.

The spokesman added the sena-
tor hopes SUV will continue to drive 
down crime in the borough.

“SUV is a crucial violence pre-
vention program that truly makes 
the Bronx a safer place,” said Klein

SUV is based at Jacobi Medical 
Center, which serves as the host 
agency and conduit for state fund-
ing. 

“Through the good work that the 
(SUV) team does, now when there 
is an incident of violence the com-
munity is educated, united and say-
ing ‘no more,’” said a Jacobi spokes-
man. 

SUV’s catchment area is roughly 
within the blocks around White 
Plains Road from just north of Pel-
ham Parkway to East 227th Street 
and in Soundview bounded by 
Bruckner Boulevard, Bronx River 
Parkway and the Cross Bronx Ex-
pressway. 

Pastor Jay Gooding, SUV’s direc-
tor of community outreach, said that 
through SUV’s work he has seen 
gang members laying down their 
guns and becoming part of the com-
munity. 

“SUV has played a signifi cant 
role in the reduction of gun vio-
lence,” said Gooding, adding that 
though SUV’s work is not part of the 
offi cial police crime statistic reports, 
the violence interrupters are having 
an impact. 

Joe Thompson, 49th Precinct 
Community Council president, said 
that the violence interrupters have 
the street credibility or ‘street cred’ 
to reach out to gang members. 

By not being an arm of the police, 
they are able to mediate disputes 
where police cannot, he said. 

He also said it was fair to attri-
bute a part of the violent crime re-
ductions to the work of SUV, allow-
ing that many factors could be at 
play. 

When the program launched 
in the summer of 2014, some of the 
shooting responses had eight or ten 
people attending, added Thompson, 
explaining that he attended to bol-
ster participation.  More recent re-
sponses, said Mendelsohn, have in-
cluded more than 50 people. 

Stop the Violence boosters say the violence interrupting and awareness effort 
is playing a part in a 60% to 70% reduction in shootings in the program’s target 
areas within parts of the 43rd, 47th and 49th Precincts. Photo courtesy of SUV

Boosters: SUV target areas see less violence 

BY ARTHUR CUSANO
Riders of the Bx 10 bus line 

are getting a small bit of relief 
from the overcrowding and late 
arrivals that have plagued the 
northwest Bronx MTA line in 
recent years.

Assemblyman Jeffrey Dinow-
itz announced Tuesday, April 18 
that the Bx 10 line was getting 
an additional daily bus to help 
alleviate congestion.  

The NYC Transit Authority 
has also pledged a commitment 
to study ridership on the route 
in order to consider future ser-
vice improvements to the line.

“Adding an additional route 
will help ease commutes and 
make a real difference in the 
day to day lives of countless 
families,” Dinowitz state. “I 
commend the NYC Transit Au-
thority for agreeing to the in-
crease, and I am hopeful that 
further study will prove the 
need for even more routes mov-
ing forward.”

The Bx 10 line runs along 
Riverdale Avenue near Mount 
St. Vincent College through Riv-
erdale, Kingsbridge Heights, 
Bedford Park and fi nally to Van 

Cortlandt Avenue in Norwood.
“We added one trip yesterday 

and will continue to monitor the 
route,” confi rmed MTA spokes-

woman Amanda Kwan.
The Bx 10 line is used by 

11,040 commuters each day, 
which is a 6.6 percent increase 

from 2010, according to the Bus 
Turnaround Coalition, a group 
comprised of mass transporta-
tion advocacy groups such as 
Rider’s Alliance. 

At an average speed of 7.7 
miles per hour, the Bx 10 buses 
are faster than some other 
Bronx buses, but still spends 
time sitting in traffi c and 
bunching. 

Dinowitz spokesman Bren-
dan Fitzpatrick said the addi-
tional bus was a small but wel-
come improvement.

“The assemblyman would 
like additional improvements 
to the 10 line,” Fitzpatrick said. 
“He is glad there will be an addi-
tional service but he’s pushing 
for a more dramatic increase in 
the service.”

Community Board 8 chair-
man Dan Padernacht said that 
while an extra line was appreci-
ated, he was skeptical the move 
would make much of a differ-
ence.

“I don’t think adding one 
more bus on the route each day 
is going to alleviate the prob-
lems with that route that com-
muters are facing in this com-

munity board,” Padernacht said 
Thursday.

Padernacht said the Bx 7 and 
the Bx 10 lines often get backed 
up further south before they 
even get into the Kingsbridge/
Riverdale area. 

The delays have been a topic 
of concern amongst residents 
at board meetings for years, he 
said.   

“So in order to alleviate that, 
what they probably have to do is 
add additional buses from other 
lines to pick up (riders) within 
our area,” he said.

Other Bronx bus routes fared 
worse in an annual top ten list 
for street improvement report 
compiled by the Bus Turn-
around Coalition. 

The coalition targeted Bx 9 
for its late arrival times due to 
daytime congestion, as well as 
Bx 28, Bx 38 and Bx 19, which 
was the slowest Bronx route 
with an average morning speed 
of 4.9 miles per hour. 

Report cards for all MTA 
buses in the fi ve boroughs and 
other commuter resources 
can be found at www.busturn-
around.nyc.

MTA adds add’l bus to troubled BX10 line

The BX10 line may see a slight improvement in service after an additional bus was 
added to the route earlier this week. The move came after criticism from Assem-
blyman Jeffrey Dinowitz and public transportation advocacy groups. Community 
News Group/Arthur Cusano
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residents feel it is out of scale.
Also, residents worry 

about the development’s lack 
of parking.

The site stretches along 
several vacant lots on East 
233rd Street, across from 
Woodlawn Cemetery.

The section of East 233rd 
Street is a major thorough-
fare with two lanes of traffi c 
in each direction.

Residents feel that the 
Woodlawn community would 
be excluded from applying for 
the housing due to its low in-
come qualifi cations.

Assemblyman Jeffrey Di-
nowitz shared some of the 
residents concerns.

“I am not questioning mo-
tives or saying to never sup-
port senior housing in Wood-
lawn,” said Dinowitz. “But 
this particular plan is really 
half-baked.”

“There are only studio 
apartments and the income 
limits are so low no one in 
Woodlawn would be eligible,” 
he added.

Senator Jeff Klein echoed 

Dinowitz’s sentiments.
“It’s very diffi cult to ask 

people to support a housing 
development for seniors when 
not one of the seniors in the 
Woodlawn community could 
live there,” said Klein.

Dinowitz also refl ected 
the community’s parking con-
cerns while adding there is no 
place on the project “to pick 
up or drop off anyone.”

Hall said the community 
board advocates for senior 
housing but does not antici-
pate a vote of confi dence from 
the board.

Hall said he does not be-
lieve in putting seniors in a 
community where they are 
not wanted from the outset.

“(The board is) probably 
going to decline it,” he said.

According to the project’s 
developer, Woodlawn Affi li-
ates LLC, 50 percent of the 
housing will be set aside for 
Community Board 12 resi-
dents.

The housing will serve 
residents making 60 percent 
of the NYC area median in-
come (AMI).

This translates to $38,100 
per year for one person and 
$43,500 annually for a family 
of two.

United Church of Jesus 
Christ, the organization that 
is sponsoring the housing, is 
re-considering its income re-
quirements.

Woodlawn Senior Living 
will also include a ground 
fl oor pre-school facility with 
an outdoor play area, social 
services, classes and commu-
nity events.

Erica Keller of Wood-
lawn Affi liates LLC said she 
is aware of the community’s 
concerns.

“There were valid con-
cerns brought to our atten-
tion and we’re working with 
agencies and elected offi cials 
to ensure we are addressing 
those concerns,” said Keller.

The developer doesn’t 
need community board ap-
proval to proceed with the 
project.

Keller said Woodlawn 
Affi liates plans to continue 
discussions with the commu-
nity.

from Page 1

The Salsa Warriors 
return to the unrivaled 
Hispanic hotspot in the 
tristate area, Empire City 
Casino at Yonkers Race-
way.  T

his Saturday, April 22, 
The Salsa Warriors will 
host their annual spring 
dance from 8 p.m. until 1 
a.m. and heat up the ca-
sino’s Good Time Room 
with live performances by 
Johnny Mambo ORQ with 
Papote Jimenez and Pepito 
Gomez. 

 Can’t make it this Sat-
urday? No problema!  Latin 
music lovers have been 
flocking to casino for their 
weekly Salsa Nights on 
Sundays.  Drawing crowds 
of up to 300 people, the 
dance party has become 
so popular that the ca-
sino added another weekly 
Salsa night on Tuesdays.  
There is no cover charge 

on Salsa nights for Empire 
Club members and only 
$10 for non-members. 

 Not your average Latin 
club, the fun doesn’t stop 
when the music ends at 
2:00 a.m.  Attendees can 
Cha Cha their way through 
the casino and Salsa to the 
slots. With a casino floor 
larger than most in Vegas 
or Atlantic City, there are 
plenty of opportunities to 
try your luck until the ca-
sino closes at 6 a.m.

  Guests can stop at 
the bar near Lil’ Cocina 
to check out the largest 
selection of tequilas and 
mezcals in the Northeast 
with shots ranging from 
$5 to $150. See the full list 
below.  

The Tequila Bar lo-
cated on the first floor at 
Empire City Casino is un-
doubtedly your best bet for 
where to celebrate Cinco 

de Mayo.  
The bar will transform 

into Tequilaville and fea-
ture a variety of drinks 
crafted from the holy grail 
of fine tequila - their very 
own “Tequila Bible.”  

For only $5 per drink, 
tequila enthusiasts can 
also choose from a vari-
ety of mixed drinks and 
frozen margaritas such as 
the “Blazing Blue,” “Siz-
zling Strawberry” and 
much more.  

On Friday, May 5, ev-
erything is $5 and con-
tinuing into the wee hours 
of Sunday, May 6.  

In addition guests can 
Rumba to the casino’s res-
taurants, including Dan 
Rooney’s Sports Pub and 
Nonno’s Italian Trattoria, 
or grab something at the 
nine station International 
Food Court or some Tex-
Mex at Lil’ Cocina.

Salsa nights at 
Empire City Casino

Community Board 12 is expected to vote on the proposed Woodlawn Senior Living development at 69-
85 E. 233rd Street. 
 Community News Group/Robert Christie

CB 12 to vote on Woodlawn Senior Living
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COMPLIMENTARY SEATING AVAILABLE
To reserve your seat, please call 718-409-0109 and ask for Matilyn Ceilema

Assemblyman Gjonaj’s
District Office

1126 Pelham Pkwy. South
Bronx, NY 10461

Hart Theater Lounge at The Egg
4pm-8pm

Throgs Neck Houses
425 Swinton Avenue

Bronx, NY 10465

Tracey Towers
40 W. Mosholu Pkwy. South

Bronx, NY 10468

Bus Locations
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