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Westchester Sq. BID receives cultural grant
BY ARTHUR CUSANO

 The Westchester Square 
Business Improvement Dis-
trict was among Bronx com-
munities receiving grants last 
week from the NYC Depart-
ment of Small Business Ser-
vices to spotlight culture and 
attract shoppers.

The Avenue NYC program 
targets business attraction 
and retention, façade improve-
ments, merchant organizing, 
placemaking, and organiza-
tional development, accord-
ing to SBS spokeswoman 
Catherine Tenuta. 

Grants in the amount of 
$30,000 will be awarded to 34 

community-based develop-
ment organizations citywide, 
including eight in the Bronx.

“Small businesses are an 
essential part of building vi-
brant neighborhoods, and the 
grants we are awarding today 
will help meet tailored, local 
needs,” said Gregg Bishop, 
Commissioner of the NYC De-
partment of Small Business 
Services.

BID president Lisa Sorin 
said the SBS has been the 
most supportive city agency 
for the district in terms of 
funding, and said a grant last 
year helped brand the district 
in efforts to educate residents 

about the square’s cultural 
heritage.

“The goal with these types 
of grants that SBS provides is 
getting people to stop and en-
joy the area,” Sorin said.

Programs last year in-
cluded an event at Huntington 
Library and Reading Room 
that celebrated the Jazz Age 
of the 1920s. 

The BID is also working 
to put historic markers in 
the district detailing the ar-
ea’s role in the Revolution-
ary War, such as the Battle of 
Westchester Creek that took 

BY ROBERT CHRISTIE
The NYPD shut down an 

illegal Morris Park gambling 
operation at 1741 Colden Av-
enue.

The base of operations, 
Blow Styling Bar, is next door 
to the Community Board 11 of-
fi ces.

According to the business’ 
Instagram page, the storefront 
was a hairdressing salon dur-
ing normal business hours.

According to the commu-
nity board, after the business 
opened in January, board em-
ployees soon noticed there was 
cigarette smoke coming from 
the salon, through the board’s 
ventilation system and into 
their offi ces.

District manager Jeremy 
Warneke said cigarette smoke 
got so bad he had to move from 
his offi ce and complete his 
work in the conference room.

Furthermore, Warneke 

said the smell lingered in the 
building to the extent  that a 
CB 11 employee’s wife believed 
he had started smoking again.

Warneke said the commu-
nity board sent several re-
quests for help to the city’s De-
partment of Health.

However, the NYS Depart-
ment of State handles beauty 
salon inspections and did not 
provide comment at the time of 
this article.

A spokesperson from the 
NYC Department of Buildings 
said the department received a  
311 complaint on Friday, Feb-
ruary 10 that construction was 
being done at the establish-
ment without a permit.

DOB attempted to inspect 
the storefront on Wednesday, 
March 1 and then again on 
Thursday, March 9.

On the fi rst attempt a DOB 
inspector was turned away 
from the establishment and on 

the second try the shop was 
locked.

According to Captain 
Thomas Alps, commanding 
offi cer of the 4-9, the precinct 
also received their own 311 
Service Request. 

In addition, said Alps, 
the precinct received “sev-
eral community complaints 
about an unlicensed social 
club operating a full service 
bar where gambling was be-
ing permitted and violations 
of the smoke-free air act were 
occurring.”

A precinct spokesperson 
said the social club opened af-
ter normal business hours.

On Friday, April 14 at 8:20 
p.m., after a period of surveil-
lance, the 49th Precinct police 
offi cers arrested ten people 
inside the beauty salon for al-
legedly promoting gambling 

Children and their families were hopping with excitement to meet 
the Easter Bunny on Saturday, April 15 at the Sanz Banquet Hall. 
Hosted by the Allerton International Merchants Association, the 
fun-fi lled celebration featured a meet and greet with Peter Cot-
tontail and Easter Egg decorating. Arian (l) and Ariella Sanchez 
showed the Easter Bunny their custom made Easter Eggs. See 
more photos on page 48.                Photo by Miriam Quin
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BY ARTHUR CUSANO
Borough President Ruben Diaz, Jr. 

spent part of his Holy Thursday joined 
by community leaders and associates 
from Stop & Shop to give away some 
Easter holiday cheer.

The event was held at the Crotona 
Park East Stop & Shop supermarket, 
where a tractor-trailer fi lled with 1,000 
hams was unloaded for waiting resi-
dents hoping to grab a free holiday 
dinner.  

“This donation is just a small part 
of Stop and Shop’s commitment to 
giving back to the community,” Stop 
& Shop manager of community rela-
tions Cindy Carrasquilla said. “We 
know that hunger never takes a hol-
iday, and that so many of our neigh-
bors struggle to put a nice dinner on 
their family table. Not just on Easter, 
but every day.”

Despite such efforts, food insecu-
rity is an issue in the Bronx – it was 
ranked the hungriest borough in a 
survey by the national non-profi t Hun-
ger Free America. 

Among other survey fi ndings:
• A third of Bronx residents lived in 

food insecure households from 2013 to 
2015, while a slightly higher percent-
age of children lived in such house-
holds during that period. 

• One in fi ve Bronx seniors lived 
with food insecurity during that same 
time period.

• Over half the charitable agencies 
that responded to the survey said they 
could not meet the demand of hungry 
residents.  

The borough president thanked the 
supermarket chain for donating the 
hams and its other various donations 
throughout the year, and also thanked 
the representatives from other chari-

table organizations on hand for their 
efforts in feeding those in need: Bronx 
Clergy Task Force; Love Gospel As-
sembly Church; New Season Christian 
Center; Thessalonia Baptist Church 
and Part of the Solution (POTS), an 
organization dedicated to feeding the 
hungry in the city.

“We’re strong in faith, strong in op-
timism, strong in love,” Diaz said. “We 
know there are going to be valleys, and 
life isn’t perfect, but that spirit of giv-
ing and taking care of our neighbors is 
something we all want to do.”

Thessalonia Baptist Church Pas-
tor Malobe Sampson said the Easter 
theme of resurrection was especially 
relevant in the Bronx, which fi nds it-
self on the upswing after decades of 
neglect as business and redevelopment 
return. 

“We in the Bronx have gone through 
some tough times, but yet the Bronx is 
the greatest borough, the borough of 
recovery, the borough on the move, 
that’s progressive,” he said. “This is 
the best borough to live in in the 21st 
century.” 

Diaz said he was especially thrilled 
to have third graders from nearby St. 
Thomas Aquinas School take part in 
the event.

“It really warms my heart when we 
see young people at a very early age 
give back and count their blessings 
and want to do better by the commu-
nity,” he said.

Diaz let third-grader Brandon Iriz-
zary have the last word before he and 
his classmates helped distribute the 
hams.

“I’m very happy to be here to hand 
out hams to the poor,” he said. “I really 
want everyone to have enough food for 
Easter.” 

Diaz, Stop & Shop, pastors 
sponsor Easter giveaway

Students from the St. Thomas Aquinas School help Stop & Shop employees distribute Easter 
Hams to residents on Holy Thursday in Crotona Park East. The event was organized by Bor-
ough President Ruben Diaz, Jr. Community News Group/Arthur Cusano
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THE Greek American INSTITUTE

A MULTI-CULTURAL ENVIRONMENT

OVER 100 YEARS OF EDUCATIONAL AND ACADEMIC EXCELLENCE IN A NURTURING PRIVATE SCHOOL SETTING

RISING STARS PROGRAM
This is open to children three to four years old. Our Rising Stars program provides a rich environment to further 

encourage the child’s emotional, intellectual, social and physical development for children who are 3 years old and potty 
trained by September 1st. The curriculum includes story time, dramatic play, painting, exercise, and breakfast/lunch. 

PKA PROGRAM
PKA Program available 8am to 2:20pm for students born in the year 2013.

OPEN HOUSE
Pre-K – 8th Grade

, 6pm–7:30pm. Informational presentation for all prospective parents. 

and or exceed NYS Standards in ELA, Math and Science

around
townby Patrick Rocchio

BY PATRICK ROCCHIO
The Bronx Times Reporter 

will publish your announce-
ments. Send announcements 
along with photo, to: Bronx 
Times Reporter, 3604 E. Trem-
ont Avenue, Bronx, NY 10465 or 
e-mail Bronxtimes@aol.com. 
Please include a phone number 
or a way to contact you in case 
of questions. 

Hello readers and welcome 
to another edition of Around 
Town. 

Wedding announcement 

Justin Hartes and Ales-

sandra Savoca are getting 

married on Saturday, April 29. 
Their families send their love. 

50 years of service with 

courts 

Mary Murray, senior sur-
rogate count clerk in Bronx 
Surrogate’s Court will be cel-
ebrating her 50th anniversary 
with the Unifi ed Court Sys-
tem. 

She has been with the 
courts since 1967 and resides 
in Wakefi eld. 

The Bronx Surrogate’s 
Court judge, chief clerk, super-
visor, her colleagues and her 
union would like to celebrate 

Justin Hartes and Alessandra Savoca

this milestone in his life. 
A party will be held hon-

oring her on Friday, May 5. 
Pamela Browne, president of 

the Court Clerks Association, 
will be presenting her with a 
plaque for her 50 years of ser-
vice during the occasion. 

Van Nest Neighborhood Alliance dinner
The Van Nest Neighbor-

hood Alliance will host its 
annual dinner on Friday, 
May 12, 7 to 11 p.m., at 900 
Park Restaurant, 900 Mor-
ris Park Avenue. The event 
will include a family-style, 

sit-down dinner. Valet park-
ing is included.

Honorees for the evening 
include Joseph A. Lucchese, 
owner/funeral director of 
Joseph A. Lucchese Funeral 
Home; Jerry Weihe, presi-

dent of the Van Nest Little 
League; Linda White, Com-
munity Board 11 member 
and lifelong Van Nest resi-
dent; and Detective Jay Stur-
divant, 49th Precinct offi-
cer serving Van Nest for 17 

years.
Cost per ticket is $85. 

For further information 
and to purchase tickets, 
call Mrie at (646) 305-4913 
or Bernadette at (917) 498-
5786.
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COMPLIMENTARY SEATING AVAILABLE
To reserve your seat, please call 718-409-0109 and ask for Matilyn Ceilema

Assemblyman Gjonaj’s
District Office

1126 Pelham Pkwy. South
Bronx, NY 10461

Hart Theater Lounge at The Egg
4pm-8pm

Throgs Neck Houses
425 Swinton Avenue

Bronx, NY 10465

Tracey Towers
40 W. Mosholu Pkwy. South

Bronx, NY 10468

Bus Locations



BRONX TIMES REPORTER, APRIL 21-27, 20176    BTR

Most insurance plans accepted  •   Secure, validated parking

718-823-0820
3250 Westchester Avenue, Suite 203A, Bronx, New York 10461 

FarahRetinaConsultants.com

✓ Board certified
✓ Dual fellowship trained
✓ Over 20 years of experience

Sam Farah, M.D.
Retina-Vitreous Specialist

“Our mission is to provide 
exceptional care to retinal patients 

at a state-of-the-art facility in 
Pellham Bay.”

Specializing in 
diabetic eye 

disease, macular 
degeneration, 

and other diseases 
and surgeries  

of the retina

Community Board 12 is expected to vote on the proposed Woodlawn Se-
nior Living development at 69-85 E. 233rd Street. 
 Community News Group/Robert Christie

BY ROBERT CHRISTIE
Community Board 12 is ex-

pected to vote on a proposed se-
nior housing development at 69-
85 E. 233rd Street at its next full 
board meeting.

The meeting is scheduled for 
Thursday, April 27.

According to Robert Hall, 
chairperson of CB 12’s Housing 
Committee, the community is 
not in favor of the development 
named Woodlawn Senior Liv-
ing.

Hall said more than 100 
people came out to an April 13 
Housing Committee meeting to 
voice their concerns about the 
project.

The committee did not take a 
vote on the project at its sched-
uled meeting because it lacked 
a quorum.

However, according to Hall 
the committee will vote before 
the general meeting and pro-
vide its recommendation to the 
board. 

The 92-unit building - fi lled 
primarily with studio apart-
ments - would sit in a community 
fi lled with mostly single-family 
homes and local residents feel it 
is out of scale.

Also, residents worry about 

CB 12 to vote on Woodlawn Senior Living
the development’s lack of park-
ing.

The site stretches along sev-
eral vacant lots on East 233rd 
Street, across from Woodlawn 
Cemetery.

The section of East 233rd 
Street is a major thorough-
fare with two lanes of traffi c in 
each direction.

Residents feel that the 
Woodlawn community would 
be excluded from applying for 
the housing due to its low in-
come qualifi cations.

Assemblyman Jeffrey Di-
nowitz shared some of the resi-
dents concerns.

“I am not questioning mo-
tives or saying to never sup-
port senior housing in Wood-
lawn,” said Dinowitz. “But 
this particular plan is really 
half-baked.”

“There are only studio 
apartments and the income 
limits are so low no one in 
Woodlawn would be eligible,” 
he added.

Senator Jeff Klein echoed 
Dinowitz’s sentiments.

“It’s very diffi cult to ask 
people to support a housing 
development for seniors when 
not one of the seniors in the 

Woodlawn community could 
live there,” said Klein.

Dinowitz also refl ected the 
community’s parking con-
cerns while adding there is no 
place on the project “to pick up 
or drop off anyone.”

Hall said the community 
board advocates for senior 
housing but does not antici-
pate a vote of confi dence from 
the board.

Hall said he does not be-
lieve in putting seniors in a 
community where they are not 
wanted from the outset.

“(The board is) probably go-
ing to decline it,” he said.

According to the project’s 
developer, Woodlawn Affi li-
ates LLC, 50 percent of the 
housing will be set aside for 
Community Board 12 resi-
dents.

The housing will serve res-
idents making 60 percent of 
the NYC area median income 
(AMI).

This translates to $38,100 
per year for one person and 
$43,500 annually for a family 
of two.

United Church of Jesus 
Christ, the organization that 
is sponsoring the housing, is 
re-considering its income re-
quirements.

Woodlawn Senior Living 
will also include a ground fl oor 
pre-school facility with an 
outdoor play area, social ser-
vices, classes and community 
events.

Erica Keller of Woodlawn 
Affi liates LLC said she is 
aware of the community’s con-
cerns.

“There were valid concerns 
brought to our attention and 
we’re working with agencies 
and elected offi cials to ensure 
we are addressing those con-
cerns,” said Keller.

The developer doesn’t need 
community board approval to 
proceed with the project.

Keller said Woodlawn Affi l-
iates plans to continue discus-
sions with the community.
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BY STEVEN GOODSTEIN
A grand larceny crime wave has 

surfaced in a Gun Hill Road parking 
lot - and the 49th Precinct is on the 
case.

According to the precinct, there 
have been at least three recent in-
stances involving automobile break-
ins within the Chuck E. Cheese’s and 
Home Depot parking lot, located at 
1816-1850 E. Gun Hill Road, which is 
being called Grand Larceny Pattern 
#17.

Each incident occurred on Tuesday, 
February 14, between 5:30 and 7:30 p.m. 
by an unknown suspect, who broke 
into each vehicle to remove property. 

All three incidents also involved 
vehicles that belonged to females be-
tween the ages of 26 and 41. 

Each victim stated to the precinct 
that they were in Chuck E. Cheese’s 
for about one hour the night the break-
in occurred.

“This is a very diffi cult kind of 
crime to combat, as it is a crime 
which usually occurs very quickly,” 
said 49th Precinct community affairs 
offi cer and detective Jay Sturdivant, 
who added that car break-ins have 
been a reoccurring issue in the 49th 
Precinct. “When you have a weak-
minded person who is also addicted 
to drugs walking past a car which 
holds valuables such as money, com-
puters, pocketbooks and/or jewelry, 
there is a recipe for a criminal act to 
occur.”

According to the 4-9, the best 
weapon against these types of crimes 
is an ‘alert and informed community’ 
who contacts them upon seeing any 
sort of suspicious activity.

Sturdivant, along with the rest of 
the 49th Precinct, are currently ana-
lyzing the crimes and mapping out lo-
cations of these occurrences so they 
can properly deploy plain clothes units 
at these specifi c sites, so they are pre-

pared to make arrests at the time of 
the next incident. 

This plan proved to be successful 
after the 49th Precinct apprehended 
another perpetrator who was wanted 
for numerous car break-ins in vicinity 
of Bronx Park East earlier this year. 

The 49th Precinct also recently ar-
rested several individuals who know-
ingly purchased stolen property 
within the precinct’s confi nes.

In addition, Sturdivant speaks with 
District Attorney Darcel Clark regu-
larly to lobby for stiffer sentencing in 
these cases in hopes to deter others 
from committing the same crime.

“There is no worse feeling than en-
tering your car in the morning and 
discovering your window is broken 
with all of your valuables taken, other 
than having your car stolen,” Sturdi-
vant said. “We will continue educating 
the public by way of social media, in-
formational fl yers and through crime 
prevention lectures at (our) commu-
nity meetings in hopes of lowering 
someone’s chance of being victim-
ized.”

The 49th Precinct did not release 
a description, picture or report of the 
wanted suspect.

The video camera surveilling the 
parking lot did not capture any of the 
incidents that took place that evening.

Along with the car burglaries, 
there have also been reports of mer-
chandise being stolen from the locker 
room of Planet Fitness, located in the 
neighboring parking lot at 1750-1780 
E. Gun Hill Road, which also includes 
Dunkin Donuts, Petco, TGI Fridays 
and Dollar Tree, among other stores. It 
is still unknown if these incidents are 
connected to the car burglaries.

Since these incidents occurred, 
Elite Investigations, a New York City-
based private investigation company, 
has been seen surveilling the strip 
mall’s parking lots.

Car burglaries in Gun 
Hill mall parking lots

The parking lot located at 1816-1850 E. Gun Hill Road, where the three break-ins occurred. 
 Community News Group / Steven Goodstein
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GET PAID for what you do

You can now get paid for taking care of your family members and friends,
who have Medicaid and need Home Care Services.

WE ARE ALSO HIRING HHA’s/PCA’s

260 West 35th Street  7th Fl, #702
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SIRECI 
Family Dental
Your Neighborhood Dentist Since 1983

C A R I N G    A F F O R D A B L E    P A I N L E S S

FREE 
CONSULTATIONS

COME VISIT US 
IN OUR NEW 

MODERN OFFICE

2861 BRUCKNER BLVD.  |  718-829-0455

GENERAL DENTISTRY  
SPECIALTY CARE

TWO-ALARM FIRE IN FORDHAM

A two-alarm fi re broke out in a vacant building in Fordham over the weekend. Ac-
cording to a FDNY spokesman, 25 FDNY units and 106 fi re and Emergency Medical 
Service personnel responded to a fi re at a three-story building on 2582 Briggs Av-
enue on Sunday, April 16 at 3:10 p.m. A total of three non-life threatening injuries, two 
to civilians and one to a fi refi ghter, were reported from the incident. One victim was 
transported to a local hospital for treatment while two were treated on scene. The 
fi re marshals have yet to determine the cause of the blaze.                Photo by Edwin Soto

42 Precinct
Saturday, April 8 at 8:58 p.m. - Cops re-

sponded to an assault and robbery at a liquor store 
at 797 E. 170th Street. Two black men, one about 
30-years-old to 35-years-old and the other ap-
proximately 55-years-old to 60-years-old, entered 
the store and began punching a 54-year-old man 
in the face multiple times. This caused cuts and 
contusion to his face. They then took about $700 
from the victim’s right pocket and fled the scene. 
The victim was taken to Lincoln Hospital for treat-
ment for his injuries. 

44 Precinct 
Saturday, April 8 at 9:00 p.m. - Cops got a 

report of an apartment robbery at a building near 
East 172nd Street and Walton Avenue. Three 
unidentified individuals forced their way into a 
66-year-old man’s apartment, took out a gun and 
struck the victim on the head with a firearm before 
fleeing the location with the victim’s cell phone. 

The group of three people included two men and 
a woman. 

47 Precinct 
Sunday, April 9 at 9:37 p.m. - An incident 

occurred inside of a deli located at 712 Burke Av-
enue. A black women wearing a black wig and a 
black and white shirt fraudulently used a debit-
card to buy more than $24 worth of goods. Cam-
eras at Brave Deli captured her image. 

Sunday, April 16 at 2:50 a.m. -- A cab driv-
er was robbed on Easter. The 33-year-old victim 
picked up a fare at East Gun Hill Road and Colden 
Avenue. The person he picked up revealed a gun 
and ordered the victim to drive him to Webster Av-
enue and East Gun Hill Road. He took $300 from 
the victim before fleeing on foot and getting into 
a 2015 Honda Accord and driving away. He also 
stole the cabbie’s jacket. The man is described as 
an Hispanic between 20-years-old and 30-years-
old who is between 180 pounds and 190 pounds. 
He was last seen wearing a white T-shirt and a 
white baseball hat. 
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 遵守適用的聯邦民權法律規定，不因種族、
膚色、民血統、年齡、殘障或性別而歧視任何人 。 

注意：如果您使用繁體中文，您可以免費獲得語言援助
服務。請致電  

We’re here for your call.
Toll Free 1.866.586.8044  |  TTY/TDD 1.800.662.1220  |  agewellnewyork.com

MEDICARE ADVANTAGE PLANS SPECIAL ELECTION SEMINARS 

For more information on dates and times at a diner in your community, please call: 

718-484-5000 (ext. 5251) or events@agewellnewyork.com

QUEENS
Georgia Diner - Elmhurst

Atlantic Diner - S. Richmond Hill

Bel Aire Diner - Astoria

Glendale Diner - Glendale

BROOKYLN
Denny’s Diner - Pennsylvania Avenue

Georges Diner - 5th Avenue

New Apolo  - Myrtle Avenue

BRONX
Corky’s - Grand Concourse

Crow Diner - E. 161st Street

Perista Coffee Shop & Restaurant - W. Kingsbridge Rd

MANHATTAN
Lenox Hill Grill - Lexington Avenue

Kitchen Sink - 2nd Avenue

Gracie Corner Diner - E. 86th Street

��������	
��	��

��������
���	��
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A Trusted Name In The Community For Over 50 Years

CHERICO REAL ESTATE

ONX, NY

hristina’s airwork

LICENSED HAIR STYLIST
Call for an interview

718-597-8681
2911 Bruckner Blvd

Bronx 10461

ALSO SPACE FOR RENT W/ PRIVATE ENTRANCE

WANTED

BY PATRICK ROCCHIO
Community groups will be out in 

force on Earth Day. 
A volunteer cleanup targeting 

graffiti in some three dozen loca-
tions in the 49th Precinct as well 
as litter removal in local parks will 
take place on the day dedicated to 
celebrating and supporting the envi-
ronment on Saturday, April 22 from 
10 a.m. to 1 p.m. 

The cleanup is being hosted by 
the precinct, Senator Jeff Klein and 
Assemblyman Mark Gjonaj. 

Anyone interested in volunteer-
ing should meet at Gjonaj’s dis-
trict office at 1126 Pelham Parkway 
South. The rain day for the cleanup 
is on Saturday, April 29. 

Both legislators said in state-
ments that graffiti was a blight that 
would be tackled in the effort. 

“Ridding my district of graffiti 
has always been one of my top pri-
orities; the unsightly vandalism is 
not only a blight on our community, 
but it also devalues property,” said 
Klein. 

Gjonaj said that the graffiti cre-
ates a negative representation of lo-
cal communities, and that he was 
proud to host the event with the sen-
ator. 

“A change for a better environ-
ment starts by working together,” 
said Gjonaj. 

Organizations participating in 
the community service include Com-
munity Board 11, Morris Park Com-
munity Association, Pelham Park-
way Neighborhood Association, 
Allerton International Merchants 
and Northeast Bronx Community 
Association. 

Students from Truman High 
School and Fordham University are 
also scheduled to participate.

There are 13 litter removal sites 
in parks planned, the spokesman 
said. 

The sites selected for graffiti re-
moval are 35 locations that constitu-
ents have brought to the attention of 
legislators, said Klein’s spokesman. 

A 24-hour store on Morris Park 
Avenue, a dollar store on Lydig Av-
enue and the many blue and green 
mailboxes are examples of places 
and things that will see graffiti re-
moval, said the spokesman. 

Paint and paintbrushes will be 
supplied to volunteers, he said. 

David Lepore, a 49th Precinct 
Community Affairs Officer, said 
that anytime the precinct works 
side-by-side with elected officials 
and communities to addresses is-
sues, it is rewarding. 

“Listening to the complaints of 
the community, having meetings 
about this event and identifying lo-
cations that have been plagued with 
graffiti shows the commitment of 
our precinct to its community in re-
solving issues that the community 
feels needs to be addressed,” said 
Lepore. 

Tony Signorile, MPCA president, 
praised the elected officials, volun-
teers and the police, and also many 
of the landlords for their coopera-
tion.  

While he does not blame land-
lords for graffiti woes, he said in 
some cases a few absentee property 
owners should spend more time 
making sure their properties are 
presentable.  

Litter in parks is avoidable if in-
dividuals would only use the waste 
receptacles, he said. 

Graffi ti, litter 
cleanup set 

for Earth Day

Assemblyman Mark Gjonaj is one of the 
sponsors of the Earth Day graffi ti and litter 
cleanup, along with Senator Jeff Klein and 
the 49th Precinct. Silvio J. Pacifi co
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* Cash or debit only on featured items. No mix & match on sale items. We will match printed prices from other NewYork City liquor stores. 
Coupon must be present at checkout. Webprices not accepted. Not responsible for typographical errors. Prices Expire 05/14/17.

Find us on facebook.com/wineliquorsuperstore @wineliquorsuperstore

FREE
PARKING

DONT MISS OUR 
WEEKEND TASTING 

4-8PM 

BRING IN THIS AD AND

GET 50 POINTS
($2 OFF) WITH MEMBERSHIP CARD

Visit our Website www.bxliquors.com and browse our large selection of unadvertised specials & upcoming tastings. CASE PRICES AVAILABLE

WINE & LIQUOR
Throggs Neck Plaza Upstairs From Target 

SUPERSTORE

Lindeman’s 
Chardonnay Bin 65 

$899

Hennessy 

$6999
each

Patron 

$8999
each

Sauza Silver 

$3049
each

Wild Turkey 80 

$3599
each

Johnnie Walker 
Black 

$6749
each

Chivas Regal 
18yr 

$9999
each

Jack Daniels 
Black 

$4783
each

Skyy 

$1999
each

Grey Goose 

$5650
each

Absolut 

$2999
each

Bacardi 

$1799
each

Malibu 

$3149
each

Tanqueray 

$4295
each

Kahlua 

$3299
each

Bailey’s 

$3599
each

Georgi Vodka 

$1199
each

Moet Nectar Rose 

$5599
each

Veuve Clicquot Brut 

$4699
each

Dom Perignon Brut 
2005 

$19485
each

Ace of Spades Brut 

$24900

Whispering 
Angel Rose 

$2199
each

Wolffer Summer 
in a bottle 

$2349
each

Ame Du Vin 

$1499
each

Miraval Rose 

$2488
each

Yellow Tail 
Wines 1.5ml 

$1095
each

Sutter Home 
Wines 1.5ml 

$999
each

BV Century Cabernet 
Sauvignon 1.5ml 

$899

S A L E  P R I C E S  C A S H  O R  D E B I T
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LEGENDARY BAR AND GRILL
Full Dining Room Menu Always Available

Legendary Bar and Grill 

BY PATRICK ROCCHIO
A local merchant took a 

street tree that was being ne-
glected and transformed it 
into a community asset. 

Pelham Bay shop owner 
John Scanlon was none-too-
thrilled when the city planted 
a tree next to his business on 
St. Theresa Avenue recently. 

He decided that the tree, 
rather than becoming a de-
pository of trash, dog waste 
and cigarette butts as many 
are, was going to be some-
thing that made the commu-
nity sparkle and he  wants 
others to follow his example. 

Scanlon added planters, 
decorative wooden fencing 
and a sign that reads ‘Beau-
tify The Bronx Campaign’ 
as well as what he described 
as an ‘ashtray’ for cigarettes 
butts made out of PVC pipe.  

“Just think about it: if 
every tree in Pelham Bay, 
Throggs Neck and City Island 
had fl owers, art or something 
original near them, these 
street trees would look a lot 
better,” said Scanlon, Pelham 
Bay Home Center proprietor. 

At a cost of $350 to $400 he 
and his team was able build 

PB shop owner beautifi es sidewalk tree

a wooden structure around 
the tree. 

Flowers and topsoil for 
the planters were purchased 
at a nearby supermarket.

The posts for the struc-
ture are buried two-feet deep 
to make them sturdy, said 
Scanlon, and a secondary 
wooden support was put in 

place closer to the curb to 
prevent someone in a vehicle 
from knocking into it. 

Scanlon’s store, located 
at 3073 Westchester Avenue, 
has already beautifi ed its ex-
terior by painting a mural to 
Saint Teresa of Calcutta and 
additional planters. 

Councilman James Vacca, 

upon hearing of Scanlon’s ef-
fort, was very much in favor 
it and hopes the idea will in-
deed take off with others. 

“I think the beautifi cation 
of tree pits lends an aura to 
the neighborhood for both the 
residents and those who visit 
us,” said Vacca, adding of 
beautifi ed tree pits: “It looks 
great on commercial streets, 
but on residential streets I 
think it would catch on like 
wildfi re.”

He said that Scanlon’s 
community service showed 
leadership. 

The councilman added 
other similar sprucing up 
would improve the perception 
of the community, which is so 
important. 

Community activist John 
Marano, who along with the 
Throggs Neck Merchants As-
sociation organized treepit 
cleanups in 2016 along East 
Tremont Avenue between 
Miles and LaSalle avenues, 
also lauded the effort.

He believes that such ef-
forts like Scanlon’s work 
would serve as an example 
to others and improve condi-
tions on main shopping cor-

ridors. 
“If you are a merchant 

who keeps the outside of the 
property clean, the inside 
must be immaculate,” said 
Marano. “I think it is eye-
catching to the person driv-
ing by; I think it would be 
a key component in getting 
more shoppers out walking 
the streets and frequenting 
the establishments.” 

Scanlon, whose busi-
ness sells appliances, water 
heaters and piping, as well 
as other types of hardware, 
only sees the upside. 

“I’m just hoping that 
other homeowners and busi-

An ashtray made of a PVC pipe 
adorns the structure.  
                    Patirck Rocchio

John Scanlon stands in front of the beautifi ed tree pit he hopes will 
become part of a trend to Beautify the Bronx. 
 Community News Group / Patirck Rocchio
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Sunday, May 14th, 2017 - 12pm to 5pm, Reservations 718.792.8844

Adults: $62 | Children’s Menu: $25 

Music, Dining & Dancing, Featuring “Don’t Stop The Music”

BY ROBERT CHRISTIE
The Bronx Community Col-

lege Science and Technology 
Entry program held a Drone 
Day for students from the 
Sports & Arts in School Foun-
dation on Thursday, April 13.

Several dozen middle school 
students from SASF sat in awe 
as members of the BCC pro-
gram displayed their latest 
gadgets.

The Science and Technol-
ogy Entry members presented 
handmade drones, a motorized 
rover and a gas powered, mini 
race car.

They showed how each ma-
chine was made, how they are 
controlled and their purpose.

For example, the motorized 
rover is capable of traveling on 
terrain from different planets 
and is outfi tted with an arm 
for collecting sediment from 
the planet.

In addition, the rover is out-
fi tted with sensors - an infra-
red sensor, an ultrasound sen-
sor and a temperature sensor 
- to enable it to better explore 
its surroundings.

SASF students also learned 
fun facts about emojis.

For example, for an emoji 

BCC hosts Drone Day for middle schoolers
to be available it must be ap-
proved by the Unicode Con-
sortium.

In addition, software de-
velopers have created a full 
keyboard of emojis and even 
translated the Bible into emoji 
form.

At the end of the presenta-
tion, the Science and Technol-
ogy Entry members presented 
their drones.

The SASF students learned 
that the small batteries in 
drones can power a drone for 
up to 4 to 5 hours.

Also drones can be pro-
gramed to follow their con-
troller by sensing that per-
son’s body heat.

Finally, the middle school-
ers went outside and took 
turns fl ying the drones and 
controlling the mini race car 
on the BCC track and football 
fi eld.

Allison Jeffery, head of 
SASF’s S.T.E.M. program, 
said it is important for the 
middle school students to see 
the fun they can have with sci-
ence, engineering and tech-
nology - especially with the 
job demand in those fi elds.

“There’s 40,000 computer 

science jobs in New York 
and only 3,500 computer sci-
ence graduates,” said Jeffrey. 
“That means that they can’t 
fi ll these jobs.”

Eugene Adams, head of the 
Science and Technology En-
try program, said it was good 
for students to be able to inter-

act with this type of technology 
at a young age.

“Our kids need more time 
on-task,” said Adams. “They 
need to have exposure to 
higher concepts but we have to 
introduce it in a way in which 
they can have physical experi-
ences.”

Kadeem Thomas, a Ford-
ham resident and member of 
BCC’s Science and Technology 
Entry program, was happy to 
be able to share his knowledge 
with the middle schoolers.

“This is an opportunity to 
not only encourage their po-
tential as kids but for me per-
sonally it is an opportunity 
of redemption,” said Thomas, 
23. “When I was younger I did 
a lot of stupid stuff and at that 
time I thought it was cool.”

Thomas also said it felt 
good to show the opportuni-
ties available for minority 
students.

“As black kids we don’t 
have a lot of options,” said 
Thomas.

He said the Science and 
Technology Entry program 
has allowed him to reach his 
own demographic in a posi-
tive way.

“This is widening the op-
portunity for our kids and 
we need that as much as pos-
sible,” Thomas said.

The Science and Technol-
ogy Entry program at BCC in-
cludes students of all ages and 
non-BBC students.

(l-r) Eugene Adams, director of collaborative education; Darnell Smith, 
Andy Torres Colon and Nikolas Fenderson were excited to test pilot some 
drones at Bronx Community College. Photo by Aracelis Batista
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the

Reservations: 718-654-4200
3371 Eastchester Road, Bronx, N.Y. 

One Hour Smorgasboard
Four Hours Dining & Dancing

Featuring:
Deluxe Cocktail Hour
• Carving Station 

• Seafood Station • Pasta Station 
• Chafing Station 

• Antipasto Station

Spring Salad

Alive 'n' Kickin' 
Orchestra

Choice of:Dinner
ENJOY UNLIMITED

ROLLING BAR
THROUGHTOUT

THE DINNER

FREE
Gift for

Mom!

All for$6200
Plus 10% Service Charge

Includes sales tax

per person

CHICKEN TENDERS
FRENCH FRIES 
PIZZA WEDGE

BY PATRICK ROCCHIO
The community celebrated a new adult 

workout station and basketball court in 
Bronx Park. 

A ribbon cutting ceremony on Thurs-
day, April 13 dedicated a new adult fi tness 
area and an additional basketball court in 
Bronx Park near the Unionport Road en-
trance. 

The new fi tness area includes more 
than a dozen workout stations, many of 
which simulate popular gym fi tness ma-
chines and equipment like parallel bars 
and a sit-up bench. 

The enhancements were funded by 
Councilman James Vacca with $200,000 
in capital dollars and took roughly three 
years to bring to fruition, he said.

“I really think these exercise stations 
have many purposes…you can enjoy the 
park, exercise and get fresh air all in ‘one 
fell swoop,’” said Vacca. “You could do a 
whole circuit here going from one exercise 
to another.”  

According to the Vacca, there are 
two other fi tness equipment projects that 
should be completed within the year, in 
Pelham Bay and Colucci parks, that he 
also funded. 

According to a Vacca spokesman, the 
Pelham Bay Park fi tness station is sched-
uled for a summer completion, while 
the contractor at Colucci Park has until 
March 2017 to complete the project. 

Bronx Park fi tness equipment dedicated

Mitchell Silver, NYC Parks commissioner; Councilman James Vacca; Iris Rodriguez-Rosa, 
Bronx NYC Parks commissioner; Maggie Scott Greenfi eld, NYC Parks Bronx River administra-
tor and Bronx River Alliance executive director; Arlene Drayton, Community Board 11 Parks 
Committee chairwoman and Wings Academy youth cut a ribbon on Bronx Park improve-
ments on Thursday, April 13. Patrick Rocchio / Community News Group

Each of the workout devices are virtu-
ally vandal-proof. 

The councilman sees value in the fi t-
ness areas because they address the bor-
ough’s overall lagging health indicators, 
as chronicled in a Robin Wood Johnson 
Foundation study. 

“It is because I want to get the obe-
sity issue addressed in the borough,” said 
Vacca. “I think exercise will help address 
that, and I think it will mean improved 
quality of life or longevity for people.” 

The fi tness area includes parallel bars, 
two chest presses, lat pull down, sit up 
bench, recumbent cycle, push up, chin 
up, upright cycle, leg extension and a ‘cap-
tain’s chair.’ 

Attendees at the ribbon cutting in-
cluded Vacca; Mitchell Silver, NYC Parks 
Department commissioner; Iris-Rodri-
guez Rosa, NYC Parks Department bor-
ough commissioner; Maggie Greenfi eld, 
Bronx River Alliance executive director 
and Arlene Drayton, Community Board 
11 Parks Committee chairwoman.

Silver said in his remarks that the ad-
dition was a sign that people could get 
even healthier in Bronx Park. 

“The inclusion of fi tness equipment 
here in Bronx Park will improve the rec-
reational space at this site and will serve 
as a useful amenity for both the adults 
and children of our community,” Silver 
said. 

Drayton said the new fi tness equip-
ment is a “great improvement” that will 
be used by young and old. 

“It is very good in terms of bringing 
healthy choices to the community,” she 
said. 

Greenfi eld, in her remarks, welcomed 
the improvements as something that 
would encourage park use. 

The dignitaries were joined by a group 

of students from Wings Academy and as 
well as several community members to 
mark the occasion. 

A local resident, Gregory Gill, said that 
using a machine that included a peddling 
motion was helpful in recovering from her 
foot surgery. 

“When I saw this I though it was so 
nice,” he said. “I live across the road and 
can come here anytime.” 
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COMPREHENSIVE CANCER CARE
IGRT RADIATION THERAPYRADIATION THERAPY-CHEMOTHERAPY

IMMUNOTHERAPY-CLINICAL STUDIES

COMPREHENSIVE CANCER CARE

2330 Eastchester Road
(718) 732-4000   Fax: (718) 881-0092

www.EastchesterCenter.com
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718-931-43352173 White Plains Road 
Just South of Pelham Pkwy.

OPEN
7 DAYS

SALE

25%
OFF

WE CARRY A WIDE VARIETY OF 
Organic Foods, Herbs, Homeopathic Products & More

SALE ENDS 05/07/17

NATURE’S WAY

SOLGAR  

Stop the Violence boosters say the violence interrupting and awareness 
effort is playing a part in a 60% to 70% reduction in shootings in the 
program’s target areas within parts of the 43rd, 47th and 49th Precincts.
 Photo courtesy of SUV

BY PATRICK ROCCHIO
The Stand Up to Violence 

program continues to grow at 
the start of its third year in op-
eration. 

The SUV program, which 
operates in key target areas 
in the 43rd, 47th and 49th pre-
cincts that have been prone to 
violence, is reporting a 60% to 
70% percent reduction in vio-
lent incidents in the specifi c ar-
eas where it operates, based on 
its calculations of crime statis-
tics. 

These fi gures were included 
in a status report to program 
stakeholders on Wednesday, 
April 5 that marked the SUV 
program’s third year in opera-
tion, according to several at-
tendees. 

SUV employs former gang 
members known as ‘violence 
interrupters’ to serve as media-
tors between rival gangs to curb 
violence, said Erika Mendel-
sohn, program director. 

“The whole purpose is to 
hire and train the only people 
who are really capable of work-
ing with the high risk individu-
als,” she said. “(This is) as op-
posed to police offi cers, who can 
only arrest and punish them.”

Additionally, SUV holds 

community marches and ral-
lies in response to shootings at 
locations where they occur, she 
said. 

Mendelsohn said that SUV 
is seeing a twofold or three-
fold in public participation at 
these rallies and marches that 
take place shortly after the in-
cidents.

The program is funded 
through a state grant secured 
by Senator Jeff Klein that saw 
a $600,000 allocation in last 
year’s budget and $700,000 this 
fi scal year, said a Klein spokes-
man.

The spokesman added the 
senator hopes SUV will con-
tinue to drive down crime in 
the borough.

“SUV is a crucial violence 
prevention program that truly 
makes the Bronx a safer place,” 
said Klein

SUV is based at Jacobi Med-
ical Center, which serves as 
the host agency and conduit for 
state funding. 

“Through the good work 
that the (SUV) team does, now 
when there is an incident of 
violence the community is ed-
ucated, united and saying ‘no 
more,’” said a Jacobi spokes-
man. 

Boosters: SUV target areas see less violence 
SUV’s catchment area is 

roughly within the blocks 
around White Plains Road 
from just north of Pelham 
Parkway to East 227th Street 
and in Soundview bounded by 
Bruckner Boulevard, Bronx 
River Parkway and the Cross 
Bronx Expressway. 

Pastor Jay Gooding, SUV’s 
director of community out-
reach, said that through SUV’s 
work he has seen gang mem-
bers laying down their guns 
and becoming part of the com-
munity. 

“SUV has played a signifi -
cant role in the reduction of 
gun violence,” said Gooding, 
adding that though SUV’s 
work is not part of the offi cial 
police crime statistic reports, 
the violence interrupters are 
having an impact. 

Joe Thompson, 49th Pre-
cinct Community Council pres-
ident, said that the violence 
interrupters have the street 
credibility or ‘street cred’ to 
reach out to gang members. 

By not being an arm of the 
police, they are able to mediate 
disputes where police cannot, 
he said. 

He also said it was fair to 
attribute a part of the violent 

crime reductions to the work 
of SUV, allowing that many fac-
tors could be at play. 

When the program launched 
in the summer of 2014, some 
of the shooting responses had 

eight or ten people attending, 
added Thompson, explain-
ing that he attended to bolster 
participation.  More recent re-
sponses, said Mendelsohn, have 
included more than 50 people. 
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BY ARTHUR CUSANO
Riders of the Bx 10 bus line 

are getting a small bit of relief 
from the overcrowding and 
late arrivals that have plagued 
the northwest Bronx MTA line 
in recent years.

Assemblyman Jeffrey Di-
nowitz announced Tuesday, 
April 18 that the Bx 10 line was 
getting an additional daily bus 
to help alleviate congestion.  

The NYC Transit Author-
ity has also pledged a commit-
ment to study ridership on the 
route in order to consider fu-
ture service improvements to 
the line.

“Adding an additional 
route will help ease commutes 
and make a real difference in 
the day to day lives of count-
less families,” Dinowitz state. 
“I commend the NYC Transit 
Authority for agreeing to the 
increase, and I am hopeful 
that further study will prove 
the need for even more routes 
moving forward.”

The Bx 10 line runs along 
Riverdale Avenue near Mount 
St. Vincent College through 
Riverdale, Kingsbridge 
Heights, Bedford Park and fi -
nally to Van Cortlandt Avenue 
in Norwood.

MTA adds add’l bus to troubled BX10 line

“We added one trip yester-
day and will continue to mon-
itor the route,” confi rmed 

MTA spokeswoman Amanda 
Kwan.

The Bx 10 line is used by 

11,040 commuters each day, 
which is a 6.6 percent in-
crease from 2010, according 
to the Bus Turnaround Co-
alition, a group comprised 
of mass transportation advo-
cacy groups such as Rider’s 
Alliance. 

At an average speed of 
7.7 miles per hour, the Bx 10 
buses are faster than some 
other Bronx buses, but still 
spends time sitting in traffi c 
and bunching. 

Dinowitz spokesman Bren-
dan Fitzpatrick said the addi-
tional bus was a small but wel-
come improvement.

“The assemblyman would 
like additional improvements 
to the 10 line,” Fitzpatrick 
said. “He is glad there will be 
an additional service but he’s 
pushing for a more dramatic 
increase in the service.”

Community Board 8 chair-
man Dan Padernacht said 
that while an extra line was 
appreciated, he was skeptical 
the move would make much of 
a difference.

“I don’t think adding one 
more bus on the route each 
day is going to alleviate the 
problems with that route that 
commuters are facing in this 

community board,” Pader-
nacht said Thursday.

Padernacht said the Bx 
7 and the Bx 10 lines often 
get backed up further south 
before they even get into 
the Kingsbridge/Riverdale 
area. 

The delays have been a 
topic of concern amongst res-
idents at board meetings for 
years, he said.   

“So in order to alleviate 
that, what they probably have 
to do is add additional buses 
from other lines to pick up 
(riders) within our area,” he 
said.

Other Bronx bus routes 
fared worse in an annual top 
ten list for street improve-
ment report compiled by the 
Bus Turnaround Coalition. 

The coalition targeted Bx 
9 for its late arrival times 
due to daytime congestion, 
as well as Bx 28, Bx 38 and 
Bx 19, which was the slowest 
Bronx route with an average 
morning speed of 4.9 miles 
per hour. 

Report cards for all MTA 
buses in the fi ve boroughs 
and other commuter re-
sources can be found at www.
busturnaround.nyc.

The BX10 line may see a slight improvement in service after an addition-
al bus was added to the route earlier this week. The move came after 
criticism from Assemblyman Jeffrey Dinowitz and public transportation 
advocacy groups. Community News Group/Arthur Cusano
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YORK COLLEGE!  Contact the Admissions Office by visiting www.york.cuny.edu/admissions, or by calling 718-262-2169.

At                           …  The Time is Now!
PRESIDENT MARCIA V. KEIZS  extends congratulations and  
invites all students accepted to York College for Fall 2017 to attend the  

Accepted Students Reception • Sunday, April 30th • 12 to 3 pm 
Be part of an amazing college community

Learn about exciting research opportunities,  
internships, and majors offered at York College.  
Tour our modern 50-acre campus and speak  
with faculty, admissions and financial aid  
counselors.

We look forward to seeing you!
York College 
Atrium of the Academic Core Building 
94-20 Guy R. Brewer Blvd. • Jamaica, NY 11451

POT of GOLD
Sherbee Antiques is a family-owned business that has been 

serving the tri-state area for over 60 years. 
We buy from the full contents of homes and estates 

to single items. We specialize in high-end goods such as 
antiques, art, fi ne porcelain, lighting, bronzes and sculptures. 

We have particular interest in fi ne jewelry, timepieces, 
diamonds, gold and silver. 

If you call we will come to you, free of charge, and evaluate 
what you are selling. We know the value of your possessions 
and are willing to pay top dollar on the spot. Please feel free 
to call seven days a week for a free same day consultation.

You may be sitting on a large fortune. 
Call Sherbee Antiques. They’ll tell you how much.

CALL TODAY 917-748-7622 OR 718-762-7448 
You’ll be glad you did.

Sherbee  Antiques
Est. 1940

April 26th | 6:15–7:45 p.m.

Learn how to save and manage your money better. 
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MONEY MATTERS
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cross town
diner

BREAKFAST
LUNCH
DINNER

DELIVERY HOURS
MONDAY - FRIDAY 9AM-11PM
SATURDAY & SUNDAY 8AM-11PM

OPEN 24 HOURS THURSDAY, 
FRIDAY & SATURDAY

718-597-3450
718-597-1978

FAX:
718-597-2097

BY ROBERT CHRISTIE
Soundview Park will be 

home to both community ser-
vice and fi tness on Sunday, 
April 23.

The Race for Re-Entry, 
which will take start in the 
park at 10 a.m., will raise 
awareness for former prison-
ers looking to reintegrate into 
society and promote a health-
ier lifestyle.

The 5K walk/run/bike will 
begin at the intersection of 
Lafayette and Morrison ave-
nues, at the northern end of the 
park, and end at the FDNY/EMS 
station at 1689 Story Avenue.

The Race for Re-Entry, 
which is coordinated by a non-
profi t group of the same name, 
culminates a week’s worth of 
events geared towards making 
it easier for former prisoners 
to reintegrate back into their 
neighborhoods.

According to a press release 
from the non-profi t, Race for Re-
Entry is praising the recent at-
tention surrounding the Raise 
the Age legislation, the Netfl ix 
series on Kalief Browder and 
Mayor de Blasio’s decision to 
close Rikers island.

However they believe “there 
is still ample opportunity to af-

Soundview Park to Host Race for Re-Entry
fect change in our communi-
ties.”

The week of events, which 
began on Monday, April 17, 
included a program called 
Community Conversations 
in which local NYPD offi cers 
sit and talk with recently-re-
leased prisoners.

Offi cers heard the diffi -
culties citizens face when 
reentering the community 
and those citizens were able 
to hear the diffi culties offi -
cers face in understanding 
and policing their neighbor-
hoods.

Community Conversations 
also took place on Wednesday, 
April 19.

The week also included 
small fi tness camps from-
Monday,  April 17 to Thurs-
day,  April 20.

On Friday, April 21 from 
3 to 8 p.m., Race for Re-Entry 
will host a program called the 
Hangout.

There, youth ages 10 to 
17 - who have either been in 
the juvenile justice system or 
have a parent who is incar-
cerated - will be exposed to 
resources and entertainment 
that can help them better deal 
with their situation.

Offi cers from the 43rd 
Precinct and members of the 
Soundview community will 
participate in a community 
basketball game on Saturday, 
April 22.

“The Race for Re-Entry is so 
important because it serves as 
the nexus of families and indi-
viduals impacted by incarcer-
ation in communities where 
health and social disparities 

exist,” said Jen Lackard, ex-
ecutive director for the Race 
for Re-entry.

William Rivera, district 
manager of Community 
Board 9, said he was happy 
the board could team up with 
Race for Re-Entry on the 
event.

“We’re excited to partner 
up with Jen and have this 
in our district,” said Rivera. 
“We feel that more resources 
and attention need to be given 
to people who did their time 
and want to get acclimated 
back into society - whether it’s 
job training or knowing their 
rights, whatever it may be.”

On Sunday after the race 
- which takes place from 10 
a.m. to noon - the Story Ave-
nue FDNY/EMS Station will 
host a mobile training acad-
emy for anyone interested in 
becoming a fi refi ghter.

Finally, from 1 to 4 p.m. at 
the YMCA on Castle Hill Av-
enue there will be a Re-Entry 
Resource Fair.

There, re-entering com-
munity members will have 
access to information on po-
tential employment, housing, 
health resources and fi nan-
cial resources.

Soundview Park will be home to the Race for Re-Entry on Sunday, April 
23. Photo Courtesy of Race for Re-Entry
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The Salsa Warriors return to the 
unrivaled Hispanic hotspot in the 
tristate area, Empire City Casino at 
Yonkers Raceway.  T

his Saturday, April 22, The Salsa 
Warriors will host their annual 
spring dance from 8 p.m. until 1 
a.m. and heat up the casino’s Good 
Time Room with live performances 
by Johnny Mambo ORQ with Papote 
Jimenez and Pepito Gomez. 

 Can’t make it this Saturday? No 
problema!  Latin music lovers have 
been flocking to casino for their 
weekly Salsa Nights on Sundays.  
Drawing crowds of up to 300 people, 
the dance party has become so pop-
ular that the casino added another 
weekly Salsa night on Tuesdays.  
There is no cover charge on Salsa 
nights for Empire Club members 
and only $10 for non-members. 

 Not your average Latin club, 
the fun doesn’t stop when the music 
ends at 2:00 a.m.  Attendees can Cha 
Cha their way through the casino 
and Salsa to the slots. With a casino 
floor larger than most in Vegas or 
Atlantic City, there are plenty of op-
portunities to try your luck until 
the casino closes at 6 a.m.

Salsa nights at 
Empire City Casino

  Guests can stop at the bar near 
Lil’ Cocina to check out the largest 
selection of tequilas and mezcals in 
the Northeast with shots ranging 
from $5 to $150. See the full list be-
low.  

The Tequila Bar located on the 
first floor at Empire City Casino is 
undoubtedly your best bet for where 
to celebrate Cinco de Mayo.  

The bar will transform into Te-
quilaville and feature a variety of 
drinks crafted from the holy grail 
of fine tequila - their very own “Te-
quila Bible.”  

For only $5 per drink, tequila 
enthusiasts can also choose from a 
variety of mixed drinks and frozen 
margaritas such as the “Blazing 
Blue,” “Sizzling Strawberry” and 
much more.  

On Friday, May 5, everything 
is $5 and continuing into the wee 
hours of Sunday, May 6.  

In addition guests can Rumba to 
the casino’s restaurants, including 
Dan Rooney’s Sports Pub and Non-
no’s Italian Trattoria, or grab some-
thing at the nine station Interna-
tional Food Court or some Tex-Mex 
at Lil’ Cocina.

THE NEW SOUND OF
BROOKLYN

The Community News Group is 
proud to introduce BROOKLYN 
PAPER RADIO. Join Brooklyn 
Paper Editor-in-Chief Vince 
DiMiceli and the New York Daily 
News’ Gersh Kuntz man every 
Tuesday at 2:00 for an hour of 
talk on topics Brooklynites hold 
dear.

Each show will feature in-
studio guests and call-out 
segments, and can be listened 
to live or played anytime at your 
convenience.

SPONSORED BY

GERSH KUNTZMANVINCE DIMICELI

WITH

JOSEPH 
LICHTER, 

D.D.S.

LISTEN EVERY TUESDAY AT 2:00PM ON  
BrooklynPaper.com/radio

OPEN HOUSE
3200 Schley Ave., Throggs Neck, Bronx NY 10465

Saturday, April 29th th 

This is a corner store, near affluent condos, marinas and beach clubs, 
located at Schley Ave & Vincent Ave. in the Throggs Neck/Country Club 

area of the Bronx. Presently operating, clean, turn-key business. 
Recently remodelled and is beautiful. You must see the first class 

large professional, fully equipped stainless steel kitchen.

IDEAL FOR ANY CATERING BUSINESS, 
or satellite kitchen for your other stores.

Equipment includes a Globe deli slicer, refrigerated deli cases, 
beverage coolers, dairy cooler, freezers, BUNN 5-burner coffee machine, 
2 display steam tables for serving hot lunches, modern storage cabinets, 
gondolas/shelving, LOTTO machine, ATM, central alarm security system 
with CCTV, rooftop AC unit, professional double stove with 10 burners, 
PITCO oil fryer, U.S. RANGE broiler, TOASTMASTER 36” griddle, 

a large three compartment commercial sink, pots, pans, utensils,
 stainless steel tables & counters, and much more.

The owners of this business are retiring and are now looking to sell.
There is HUGE potential with this location. Revenue, including the catering 
business is about $360,000/year. We do not sell beer or tobacco products.
 A strong operator and better merchandiser could greatly grow this operation 

just by adding tobacco and beer. The store is 1,600 square feet, 
with another 2,500 square foot basement which has two walk-in coolers.

Asking Price: $100,000
Must see, call 917-821-7560 to join us for the OPEN HOUSE

HOPE TO SEE YOU! THANKS FOR COMING IN !

DELI GROCERY STORE & CATERING BUSINESS FOR SALE
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LOSE 20–40 lb.
IN THE NEXT 40 DAYS

Lose weight and start looking and 
feeling as beautiful as you are...

DROP 20-40 POUNDS IN 40 DAYS

NO EXERCISE NECESSARY

MINIMAL OR NO CRAVINGS

MININMAL OR NO HUNGER

BURNS FAT

TARGETS BELLY, BUTT, HIPS, THIGHS

DOCTOR SUPERVISED FOR SAFETY & RESULTS

Dr. Albert 

Graziosa has 

been certified 

with the fresh 

start hCG diet 

and has led 

many patients 

to live more 

happy and 

healthy lives.

VISIT US AT 

GOTHAIRLLC.COM

BECAUSE OF OUR 
TECHNOLOGY

“Weight Loss 
Has Changed 
My Life”
Ask yourself how 

would you like to lose 

30 or more pounds, 

have more energy, 

feel great, feel sexy, 

decrease your risks 

of diabetes and heart 

disease and regain 

your health all in next 

40 days.

GET STARTED NOW!

10% OFF 
OUR CLEAN START 

PROGRAM

M E DIC A L  A E S TH E TIC S

Got Hair? llc
3611A East Tremont Avenue  Bronx, NY 

347-281-5576
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GET READY FOR SPRING WITH OUR 
CLEAN START WEIGHT LOSS PROGRAM

BY STEVEN GOODSTEIN
A longtime dance company based 

in the Bronx was recently invited to 
participate in fi lming for a popular TV 
show. 

Last month, Fancy Feet collabo-
rated with television show Dance 
Moms to fi lm for what is expected to be 
the eighth season of the series.

The fi lming took place during the 
weekend of Friday, March 10, where 
Fancy Feet owner Susan Mendogni 
and fi ve of her students traveled to Las 
Vegas to perform against a select team 
of girl dancers from the show.

The Dance Mom’s production team 
also held a Skype session with the 
students a week prior to the fi lming - 
where they were able to submit a demo 
performance. Fancy Feet’s fantastic 
fi ve fi lmed with choreographer Lori-
ann Gibson, who also worked on the 
former MTV show Making The Band.

The boys who were chosen to par-
ticipate were Tajohn Curtis, Brandon 
Trent, Bryce Harding, Chad Santiago 
and Jaylynn Jackson - a roster that 
ended up defeating the Dance Mom’s 
select team in a hip hop dance compe-
tition.

“I think it was an interesting and 
exciting experience for these boys 
who worked very hard to get to that 
point - and I am so proud of them for 
continuously pushing themselves 
to meet their goals,” said Mendogni, 
who founded the company in 1980. She 
also attended Queens College and ma-

jored in Dance and Theater while she 
opened her dance studio. “This experi-
ence was also a big highlight and a ma-
jor accomplishment for Fancy Feet as 
a company.”

“I started this company because 
of my love for dance, children and 
teaching,” she added. “This dance stu-
dio affects children in a positive way 
and gives them a safe, loving environ-
ment where they are free to express 
themselves with amazing instructors 
through all professional avenues - 
Broadway, ballet, hip hop, etc.”

Susan’s husband, Lino, also trav-
eled to Las Vegas to see Fancy Feet in 
action. Susan added that the boys who 
participated in the fi lming have also 
appeared in music videos for Wyclef 
Jean.

Fancy Feet’s segment is expected 
to be included in Dance Mom’s eighth 
season, which has yet to be offi cially 
confi rmed. 

Susan has two daughters, Brittany 
and Caitlyn, who both participated in 
Fancy Feet for many years. In 2015, 
Mendogni was recognized as one of 
the Bronx Times’ 25 Most Infl uential 
Women.

Dance Moms is a reality television 
show that covers the lives of children 
who chose a career in dance while they 
are guided and trained by dance in-
structor and choreographer Abby Lee 
Miller. Premiering in 2011, the Life-
time show recently completed its sev-
enth season in February.

Local dance 
company fi lms 

on Dance Moms

(C) Mendogni and choreographer Andre Lee with (l-r) Jackson, Santiago, Harding, Trent and 
Curtis. Photo courtesy of Fancy Feet
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Hundreds of children and their families were hopping with excitement to have break-
fast with the Easter Bunny. In honor of the Easter season, Senator Jeff Klein hosted 
his 22nd annual Bunny Breakfast Easter celebration on Sunday, April 9 at the Villa 
Barone Manor. The time honored tradition featured many exciting activities such as 
a magic show, stuffed bunny and duck building stations, face painting, photos with 
Peter Cottontail and a live DJ playing the latest pop hits.

Klein Hosts 22nd Annual

Easter Bunny Easter Bunny 
BreakfastBreakfast

(left) Bradley Benimoff enjoyed his fi rst meeting with the fabled Peter Cottontail. 
 Photo by Laura Stone

(1) (l-r) Jaylene Maisonette, Sophia Gonzalez and Kaylee Maisonette made some 
stuffed Easter Bunny friends. Photo by Laura Stone

1

2

3

4

(2) Senator Klein (back, r) and neighborhood children met the Easter Bunny. 
 Photo by Laura Stone

(3) Children and their families thoroughly enjoyed Damian the Magician’s performance. 
 Photo by Laura Stone

(4) (l-r) Alex Kelly and sisters Gabrielle and Isabelle Palermo enjoyed their custom made 
Easter bunnies. Photo by Laura Stone
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(Left) Teddy is a Bichon Frise and Maltese mix 11 month 
old puppy who is looking for someone to play with. He 
truly wants a family to call his own. He wants nothing 
more to grow up being loved everyday.

(Right) Oreo is a 6 year old female cat abandoned 
by owner and left by herself in the apartment, and kind 
neighbors took her to the shelter. She’s a sweet very 
sweet and loving girl. 

To adopt any of these pets, email newbeginningani-
malrescue@gmail.com or call 347-691-3282.

NEW BEGINNING 
ANIMAL RESCUE PETS

At the Bronx YMCA , your child will have the Best. Summer. EVER!   

Come by and learn more about our camps: 
 - Kindercamp (4-5 years) 
 - Traditional (6-11 years) 
 - Teen (8-11 years) 
 - Swim Camp 
 - Sports Camp 

SATURDAY, APRIL 29, 2017 
10am-3pm 
*10% Early Bird Discount  

Bronx YMCA 
2 Castle Hill Avenue 

Bronx, NY 10473 
212-912-2490 

www.ymcanyc.org/Bronx  
Face Book: Bronx YMCA 
Instagram: Bronx YMCA 

 

Transportation 
services for seniors
Do you need help getting to and from your med-

ical appointments?  Transportation Services are 
available to seniors Monday through Friday, 8 a.m. 
to 4 p.m., in community districts 9, 10, 11 and 12.

  • Door to door service for all medical appoint-
ments

• Courteous, professional drivers
• Clean vehicles
• Handicap accessibility, including wheelchair 

lifts 
For further information, call Mildred Cardona, 

program director of the R.A.I.N. Transportation 
Program at (718) 882-8513.  

Hooks/Marano connect neighbors 
Nick Hooks and John Marano 

are hosting the 2nd Annual Throggs 
Neck Classic Car Cruise, the fi rst of 
four such free events for this year.

The event will take place on 
Tuesday, May 2, 5:30 to 9 p.m. at the 
Trump Golf Links at Ferry Point 
Park.

Outside food and beverages and 
pets are not permitted. Classic car 
owners are welcome to display their 
autos at no charge.

For further information call 
(917) 682-2262.

BY LYNN GERBINO
Our next meeting 

will be held on Tues-
day, April 25, at 7:30 
p.m. at the Villa Bar-
one Manor, 737 Throgs 
Neck Expressway. Our 
speakers will be Coun-
cilman James Vacca and Chrys Napolitano. We hope 
to see you all there.

We will host the MTA at our meeting on Tuesday, 
May 30  at 7:30 p.m. at the Villa Barone who will give 
us a presentation on how and when the toll booths 
will be removed from the Throgs Neck and the Whit-
estone bridges and how this change would affect our 
community and our traveling. All community asso-
ciations are invited to hear the latest.

We will host a City Council candidates forum 
for the 13th Council District at our June meeting, 
which will be held on Tuesday, June 27, at 7:30 p.m. at 
theVilla Barone Manor. All are invited to hear each 
candidates views on how they would represent us.

If you would like to join Throggs Neck Homeown-
ers Association our dues are $15 per year. You can 
send you check to : Throggs Neck Homeowners As-
sociation, P.O. Box 25, Throggs Neck Station, Bronx, 
NY 10465. Homeowners and apartment dwellers are 
welcome.

You can reach us at (718) 823-0327 or message us 
on our Facebook page.
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Victims and families of victims of anti-LGBTQS bias, grassroots activists, national gay and lesbian leaders, clergy members and elected offi cials joined in rallying against intolerance at the 
LGBTQS United As One Rally on Saturday, April 1 outside of Bronx Supreme Court. The non-political event organized by Rev. Carmen Hernandez and community leaders featured speakers 
and performers inspiring unity as one community.

LGBTQS UNITED AS ONE RALLY

Many gay and straight leaders rallied outside of Bronx Supreme Court to combat violence against NYC’s gay/straight community. Photo by Miriam Quin

(l-r) Jane Arce-Bello, R.A.I.N. executive director; Borough President Diaz; birthday girl Sarah 
Turner; Sofi a Reid, R.A.I.N. Eastchester Neighborhood Senior Center program director and 
Dr. Anderson Torres, R.A.I.N president. Photo courtesy of Borough President Ruben Diaz, Jr.’s Offi ce

Borough President Ruben Diaz, Jr. and Regional Aid for Interim Needs, Inc. Easterchester 
Neighborhood Senior Center staff members wished resident Sarah Turner well on her 101st 
birthday on Wednesday, April 5.

BP DIAZ CELEBRATES TURNER’S 101ST

(front, l-r) VNNA’s Bob Nolan, senior advisor and 
Marion Manfredi, secretary; Comptroller Stringer; 
VNNA’s Bernadette Ferrara, president; Sharlene 
Jackson-Mendez, vice president and John Messen-
ger, treasurer with members. 
 Photo courtesy of Comptroller Scott Stringer’s Offi ce

The Van Nest Neighborhood Alliance welcomed Comp-
troller Scott Stringer to its monthly meeting on Mon-
day, April 3 at the Monsignor Fiorentino Apartments.

STRINGER ATTENDS
 VNNA MEETING

For the fi rst time in 25 years, the Wildlife Conservation Society’s Bronx added eight Indian 
gharials to JungleWorld’s river habitat which made their public debut on Wednesday, April 
5 just in time for Spring Break in NYC. Gharial are a slender-snouted crocodilian native to 
the northern Indian subcontinent and are classifi ed as critically endangered by the Interna-
tional Union for Conservation of Nature.

INDIAN GHARIALS RETURN TO BRONX ZOO

An Indian gharial enjoyed a tasty treat at its new JungleWorld home. 
 Photo by Julie Larsen Maher/WCS
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COMMUNITY
CHIROPRATIC

of Throggs Neck

Kenneth P. Gonoud D.C.

Trigger Point Injections

We Treat:
Acute and Chronic Pain, Back and Neck Pain

Headaches and Migraines, Sciatica and Pinched Nerves
Arthritis, Knee and Shoulder Pain

Castle Hill  
Funeral Directors, Inc.

1528 Castle Hill Avenue
Bronx, NY 10462
(718) 828-9222

AFFORDABLE CREMATION & BURIAL PACKAGES

PRE-ARRANGED AND PREPAID SERVICES

LARGE PARKING FACILITY

www.chfuneraldirectors.net

Family Owned for 80 Years

Thomas Guido
Funeral Director

George Farr
Funeral Director

John Ruggiero 
Funeral Director

Marlena Krause LoCicero
Funeral Director

Healthy eating means making good 
food choices as much as you can or 
most of the time. It can also involve 
fi nding out new ways to make food and 
make it taste good, too!

Health eating means making and 
eating the type of foods that are com-
patible with any health conditions that 
you might have. Some of these health 
conditions might include diabetes, 
heart disease, high blood pressure, 
gout, allergies, high cholesterol, kid-
ney disease, or celiac disease.

It is important to understand that 
there is a lot of information in the 
news, online and on social media 
about what to eat and not eat – and 
this can be confusing. It makes some 
people want to give up, and eat what-
ever they feel like eating, whenever 
they feel like it. Sometimes it may feel 
like it is too much effort to determine 
what food choices work best for you 
and your family members, but we have 
some important tips that can help you 
make better selections.

First, it is a good idea to eat more 
vegetables and fruits, more lean meat/
protein, and to choose healthy fats 
(like olive oil, avocados, and nuts). 
Don’t skip meals, and drink water 
throughout the day (please note that if 
you have any dietary or fl uid restric-
tions you should always check with 
your health care provider before mak-
ing changes to your current eating and 

drinking plans). 
Having good eating habits can help 

improve your mood, increase energy, 
reduce stress and even prolong your 
life. 

Being in charge of how you eat 
is important, too. Eat until you are 
full, and then stop. Eat slowly. Do not 
watch TV or look at your phone at 
mealtimes. Make the place that you 
eat special – use a tablecloth and nice 
plates/glasses/silverware whenever 
possible. When eating healthy on a 
fi xed income, it is important to think 
of the three Ps: Planning, purchasing 
and preparing.

For more information on healthy eat-
ing for older adults, see these links from 
the National Institutes of Health/Na-
tional Institute on Aging (2016): 

Healthy Eating After 50_English
Healthy Eating After 50_Spanish
Sponsored by: The Hartford Insti-

tute for Geriatric Nursing at NYU and 
R.A.I.N.

References: 
Lorig, K., Holman, H., Sobel, D., 

Laurent, D., Gonzalez, V., & Minor, M. 
(2012). Living a healthy life with chronic 
conditions. (4th Ed.) Healthy eating. 
Bull Publishing: Boulder, CO.

Health.gov. (2015) Dietary guide-
lines, 2015-2020. Executive summary. Re-
trieved on 10/13/16 from: https://health.
gov/dietaryguidelines/2015/guidelines/
executive-summary/

by Healthy Seniors CLiCO Healthy Eating

BY GENE DEFRANCIS
We hope every-

one had an enjoyable 
holiday week and you 
were in the company 
of a loving family and 
good friends. We saw 
hundreds of smiling 
little faces as they took 
pictures and got hugs from the Easter 
Bunny. We colored eggs and had some 
other treats and surprises.

Thank you Marie for the cupcakes 
with little peeps on top. Only com-
plaint is that the Bunny didn’t get to 
taste one. I’ll have to remember to save 
him one next year. But the kids loved 
them and that’s what matters most.

Thank you as always to The Sanz 
Banquet Hall. Richie and Pam are al-
ways there for the community and we 
can never say enough how much we ap-
preciate them. Veronica, Paul, Larry, 
Chris, Bonnie, Andrea, and MaryAnn 
as always thank you for volunteering. 
And thank you to the Bronx Times for 
sharing our story.

From 11 a.m. to 2 p.m. we colored 
eggs and laughed and danced. It is the 
type of positivity and morale boost you 
have come to expect from us. We will 
always do our best to bring light and 
community spirit to the Bronx and Al-
lerton. 

But we must thank the community 
for always supporting this organiza-
tion and its mission. We have done 
amazing things together and the best 
is yet to come.

Now it’s time for some clean ups: 

Saturday, April 22 with 
our assemblyman and 
state senator and an-
other one on Mothers 
Days. The more hands 
that come out to help 
the easier the job. So 
don’t be shy. Come out 

and join your neighbors. 
Get to know them and we can continue 
to build a stronger Allerton.

     There will be two meeting points 
on April 22nd. One at Assemblyman 
Gjonaj’s offi ces on Morris Park. And 
the other in front of the Sanz 815 Aller-
ton. Bring gloves and a bag to pick up 
litter in case supplies run out because 
so many people show up.

Tell your friends to add themselves 
to the Facebook page (Allerton Inter-
national Merchants Association). Lots 
of events coming up and we don’t want 
anyone to be left out.

International Food Festival is Sat-
urday, June 24. You don’t want to miss 
it. We are in the processing of putting 
together a Bingo Night on Allerton as 
well as a Domino Tournament and a 
Comedy Night. 

And we will bring back the mini 
Flea Market while the weather is 
warm.

Our plate has been full and we just 
want to tie up a few odds and ends be-
fore we add new items to our list. We 
can always use an extra hand and 
some new ideas. So don’t be shy. Join 
the conversation. Reach out to us at Al-
lertonMerchants@gmail.com

Your community is your business.
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Several local fathers and their children got their ‘just desserts’ participating in a cooking competition. Fathers from P.S. 1 and M.S. 29 showcased 
their culinary talents at the ‘Real Dads Cook’ competition on Wednesday, April 5 as part of the responsible fatherhood initiative sponsored by 
Administration for Children’s Services, Fathers Forward, the Bronx Fatherhood Coalition and Deeds Driven Dads with the desserts presented for 
judging, looking and tasting incredible. Dads also engaged in discussion led by national fatherhood advocate coach Stevan Lynn regarding the 
importance of fathers cooking for their children on a regular basis, starting with basic dishes which are easy to prepare and nutritous.

Real Dads Cook Just Desserts Competition

Local dads and their children were excited to see who would be 
crowned this year’s Best Cook. Photo by Miriam Quin

John Fielder (l), Deeds Driven Dads chairman, presented contest win-
ner Rey Guzman a T-shirt and the title of Best Cook for his cherry 
cheesecake. Photo by Miriam Quin

(l-r) Children’s Protection Service’s Crystal Cuevas, Lashonda Conner 
and Janna Ideifonso were impressed by all the dessert entries. 
 Photo by Miriam Quin

Coach Stevan Lynn showcased his culinary skills with his mouth-wa-
tering fruit salad. Photo by Miriam Quin

Stevan Lynn, Deeds Driven Dads CEO, was 
ready to serve a tray full of yummy bone-
less chicken. Photo by Miriam Quin

Second place honoree Monet Johnson 
(back, c) and her son, Adonis Johnson, 
proudly displayed their prized movie tick-
ets conferred to Johnson for her delectable 
yellow cake with butter cream frosting. 
 Photo by Miriam Quin

Nerva Medina (l) con-
gratulated contest cham-
pion Rey Guzman who 
won movie tickets for his 
savory cherry cheescake. 
 Photo by Miriam Quin
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THE THROGGS

3602/3604 East Tremont Avenue  

Check Out These
Stores In The

Throggs Neck Mall!

TAILS ARE WAGGIN' AND PETS ARE BRAGGIN'

3604 A E.Tremont Ave.

347-680-5921 347-680-5929
ALL SERVICES BY APPOINTMENT ONLY

$300OFF
WITH COUPON ONLY

FEBRUARY AND MARCH SPECIAL DOOGIE SPA TREATMENT

Shih-Tzu, Maltese and Yorkie!!
INCLUDES BATH WITH OATMEAL SHAMPOO AND OATMEAL CONDITIONER

HAIR TRIM, NAILS CUT AND EARS CLEANED

$50Starting
At

A2z Construction Group
Inc.

347-287-1593

AMSTERDAM AIR COOLING

212-787-7700

   Commercial $ Residential

    upon request

COMING SOON
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See what the Throggs Neck Mall is all about!
You can sit and dine in our cozy courtyard. 
Order from the best smokehouse in the 
Bronx at the Alley Cat Smokehouse.NECK MALL

Offi ce/Retail Space Available in the Mall Call 917-232-2375

(2nd Floor) Suite 204

Lessons on all Instruments
Beginners & Intermediate

Repairs, Recordings, Video

Live Bands
Disc Jockeys Available
Call 646-261-0170
    or 646-331-9707
for free consultation or
www.justnutsmusic.net

Want to play an instrument?
Just Nuts Music School

THE STYLIST &
THE BARBER
The Throggs Neck Mall
3602 E. Tremont Avenue
Bronx, NY 10465

718-684-1191

50% OFF
First Color Service

Chair Rental
Looking for stylist, barbers and/or nail tech with a following

Eyelash Extensions

Stylist: Jen  Barber: JayWOMEN MEN

Top Producer

Free Home Evaluation. Get Top Dollar For Your House. Let Us Sell Your Home

917-957-6800

GOOD RENTERS SEEKING ONE BEDROOM, TWO BEDROOM AND 
THREE BEDROOM APARTMENTS. LIST YOUR APARTMENT WITH US.

COMMERCIAL SPACE

APARTMENTS / HOUSES FOR RENT
Throggs Neck.  3+ bedroom spacious duplex. Laundry in unit. $2650
Bedford Pk Area. 1 bedroom. $1425
3 bedroom/2 bath.  Throggs Neck-Pelham Bay. Laundry in building $2150.

718-684-1191
 TS    MO SAL N  

Eyebrow * Waxing * Threading * Eyelash * Tinting * 
F i l

Open 7 Days
9:30am - 7:30pm

347-455-0198

Eyebrow Threading

Only $5

Throggs Neck Mall.  E Tremont Ave.  Offi ces available.  400-1200 Sq Ft. 
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The Bronx Arts Ensemble an-
nounces its Annual Jonathan Bing-
ham Young Bronx Artist Contest for 
2017 auditions, to be held on Satur-
day, April 29 starting at 9 a.m. at Vla-
deck Hall, Amalgamated Houses, 74 
Van Cortlandt Park South (corner of 
Hillman Avenue). First prize winner 
will receive $500 and a solo perfor-
mance with the BAE during the 2017-
2018 season, and runners-up will re-
ceive cash awards.

Each contestant must be between 
ages 14 and 20, and be a resident of 
the Bronx, as well as a US citizen 
with a Social Security number.  

Those entering are allowed from 
10 to 15 minutes’ performing time of 
music from the standard repertoire, 
and singers and instrumentalists 
must bring their own accompanist.  

Standard concert dress is re-
quested for the auditions.

To apply for an audition, an appli-
cation must be submitted by Monday, 
April 24.  Completed applications 
may be submitted at bronxartsen-
semble.org or mailed to the BAE at 80 
Van Cortlandt Park South, Suite 7D-
2, Bronx NY 10463, or faxed to (718) 
549-4008. Each entrant will be given 
an audition time. 

There is no charge to enter the 
competition.

The Young Bronx Artist Contest 
is named for late Congressman Jon-
athan Bingham, a composer, avoca-
tional violinist and strong advocate 
of the arts for both students and the 
community. 

For additional information and 
travel directions, e mail: baeloui-
sea@aol.com or call the BAE at (718) 
601-7399.

* * *

The Police Athletic League’s 
Girl Talk program was launched in 
the Fall in seven of its after-school 
centers, including M.S. 118, located 
at 577 East 179th Street, with the aim 
of giving middle-school girls a safe 
space to share and learn together. 

As young women of color, many 
from diffi cult family circumstances, 
participants learn to navigate socio-
emotional issues such as body image, 
self-esteem, relationships, as well as 
anxieties about their future.

 These young women participate 
in career readiness activities, lead-
ership skills and civic engagement 
opportunities. 

Girl Talk helps young women ne-
gotiate the transitional time of life 
when one is no longer a child but not 
quite an adult.

Girl Talk’s success is enhanced 
by the involvement of female pro-

fessionals – Women of Inspiration – 
who serve as guest speakers, sharing 
their life experiences and engaging 
in community service with young 
women. 

They offer insights on balancing 
family and work, and offer their sto-
ries of perseverance while emerging 
from similar backgrounds and hard-
ships that are similar to PAL partici-
pants. 

Women of Inspiration come from 
diverse backgrounds, including at-
torneys, fi nanciers, publicists and 
even yoga teachers. 

They commit their time to facili-
tate workshops, and many continue 
to mentor young women and form 
strong bonds. 

For the Women of Inspiration, Girl 
Talk is where they can give back to 
the community and share their hard-
won wisdom on being a woman in a 
modern workplace.

At the Girl Talk retreat, taking 
place in June and away from the 
city, girls will share what they have 
learned during the school year, com-
mit themselves to building a positive 
self-image and thank the mentors 
who nurtured them.

For more information, please visit 
www.palnyc.org.

* * *

On Thursday March 23, the New 

Rochelle Chamber of Commerce 
hosted the annual Dinner Dance, at 
Beckwith Pointe in New Rochelle.  
There were several members of the 
New Rochelle and Westchester com-
munity at large nominated and hon-
ored for their contributions to the de-
velopment of New Rochelle. Among 
the honorees of the night was Luiz 
Aragon who presented on the devel-
opment plans.  The Skyline Sponsors 
of the event included New Rochelle 
Chamber members, Cuddy & Feder 
LLP., PS & S Architecture & Engi-
neering, The Radisson Hotel, Brock 
Development Corporation, and NoMa 
Social. 

 All of the honorees are instru-
mental to the re-sculpting of the fu-
ture New Rochelle skyline, working 
on monumental development proj-
ects throughout the City. Those hon-
ored included Seth Penske and Sean 
McLean of the combined RDRXR, 
who already had a ground-break-
ing ceremony back in October. The 
other awards were all given to the 
“Captains of Construction” for the 
individual buildings that are in the 
rendering phase at this point. Each 
builder came with poster board of 
their building rendering for all at-
tendees to view. Honorees including 

Frank and Ciro Chechile of CAC re-
alty group who are developing The 
Huguenot; a 60 unit multifamily 
building at 387 Huguenot St., which 
should be completed by 2018.Mark, 
Robert, and William Fonte of TriFont 
Realty, who developed The Anderson 
Apartments completed in 2016, Anup 
Misra and Stanley Conway of East & 
Hudson real estate, Megalith Capital 
Management, Ralph Rossi of RMA 
Development who built the Lom-
bardi,  Nick Williams, of St. Kath-
erine LLP,  Anthony and William 
Hammel of ELD properties who are 
building the Hammel and the Millen-
nia, and Lou Iacopetta of the Quint-
essential Land Development who is 
building the Craft building which 
will be the fi rst signifi cant rental 
building available to that market 
area in over 100 years.

In addition, several local offi -
cials including Mayor Noam Bram-
son of New Rochelle, Jim Maisano, 
Westchester County legislator, 
George Latimer, State Senator, Amy 
Paulin, State Assemblywoman and 
Steve Otis, State Assemblyman, 
Chuck Strome, New Rochelle City 
Manager, Albert Tarantino and  Ivar 
Hyden, City Councilmen. Among the 
attendees were New Rochelle’s many 
respected business owners, the hon-
orees and their families.

* * *

Wave Hill will receive the 2017 
Bronx Week Tourism Award at the 
annual Bronx Ball. The award, pre-
sented by The Bronx Tourism Coun-
cil, recognizes the achievements of 
an individual or institution toward 
furthering the mission of making 
The Bronx a tourism destination.

A public garden and cultural cen-
ter located in the northwestern cor-
ner of the borough, Wave Hill sits on 
28 acres of gardens, lawns and wood-
land, with stunning views of the ma-
jestic Hudson River. In addition to the 
thousands of children it welcomes 
to school programs each year, and a 
world-class gallery of contemporary 
art, Wave Hill also offers myriad 
public programs, including guided 
garden walks, workshops in garden-
ing, woodworking, drawing painting 
and wellness, as well as both indoor 
and outdoor concerts, year-round. 
The institution has enjoyed record-
breaking participation for the past 
two years.

Bronx Week is a 10-day borough-
wide celebration of The Best of The 
Bronx. Nearly 50 events produced by 
the Offi ce of the Bronx Borough Pres-
ident, the Bronx Overall Economic 
Development Corporation, The 

Bronx Tourism Council, the Busi-
ness Initiatives Corporation of New 
York, and several other public and 
private-sector institutions take place 
at various locations. The festival cul-
minates with the induction of sev-
eral individuals to the Bronx Walk of 
Fame located on the historic Grand 
Concourse. The celebrity-studded 
Bronx Ball will be held on Saturday, 
May 20 at Split Rock. To purchase 
tickets call (718) 590-3518.

* * *

On Thursday April 20, the New 
Rochelle Chamber of Commerce and 
Mayor Noam Bramson celebrated the 
grand opening of The Only Mart. It is 
located at 518 Main Street in New Ro-
chelle, boasting 5,000 square feet and 
a beautiful, original Art Deco store-
front in Downtown New Rochelle 
with high ceilings. 

The Only Mart moved from New 
York City to New Rochelle in 2016, 
attracted by New Rochelle’s rich his-
tory, enthusiastic environment, and 
artistic atmosphere. The idea came 
from a neighbor who recognized most 
residents had to drive out of town for 
natural and healthy food products – 
this inspired The Only Mart to open 
an organic food market which would 
ultimately make grocery shopping 
easier to locals.

The Only Mart uses the same sup-
plier as high-end organic grocery 
chains including Wholefood, Mrs. 
Green’s, and Fairway with more com-
petitive pricing due to a small over-
head. The selection of food products 
are friendly to vegans, those who 
prefer or need gluten-free options 
and those who prefer non-GMO prod-
ucts. Their shelves are stocked with 
artisanal pasta all the way from Pug-
lia, Italy; oatmeal from Ireland; and 
cookies from France. Products that 
contain avocado and coconut oil, hot 
sauces and vinegars and milk alter-
natives are available at The Only 
Mart.

There also have a wide array of 
teas, and herbal infusions. While 
you are shopping or passing by, you 
can buy their popular and delicious 
bubble tea, coffee, and a variety of 
healthy drinks from their juice bar 
that in the future will also offer fresh 
pressed juice.

The store also contains a gift 
store, and sells eating utensils and 
candles.

There will be a grand opening pro-
motion of up to 50% throughout the 
entire store, and goody bags will be 
offered with qualifi ed purchase. An 
additional opportunity for food tast-
ing will be an option as well.

• PAL Girl Talk Program/The Only Mart Grand Opening

• New Rochelle Chamber’s Annual Dinner Dance

• Wave Hill Receives Bronx Week Tourism Award

Bronx Art Ensemble artist contest auditions
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Seventy St. Helena School Title I students presented ‘The Tolerance 
Team’, an original play in ten acts, on Tuesday, April 4. Written and di-
rected by school counselor Sue Stern, the play’s themes emphasized 
empathy, acceptance of others and cooperation. 

 ‘TOLERANCE TEAM’ 
PERFORMANCE

St. Helena School students gave a crowd-pleasing performance of their 
original play. Photo courtesy of St. Helena School

Borough President Ruben Diaz, Jr. celebrated the 107th birthday of Bronx 
legend Joe Binder on Saturday, April 8 at Providence Rest Nursing Home. 
A man of many talents, Binder is a World War II Navy veteran, musician, 
comedian and poet with a larger-life-than-life personality and great 
sense of humor.

DIAZ CELEBRATES JOE BINDER’S 107TH

Borough President Diaz (l) congratulated borough legend Joe Binder on 
his incredible milestone. 
 Photo courtesy of Borough President Ruben Diaz, Jr.’s Offi ce

The Bronx Chamber of Commerce paid homage to six distinguished Irish American leaders at its annual Irish 
Heritage Luncheon on Thursday, April 13 at Rambling House. This year’s honorees included Carolyn Murphy, 
Country Bank vice president of Marketing; John Doyle, 45th Precinct Community Council sergeant at arms and 
City Island Civic Association corresponding secretary; John McEvoy, Optimum Lightpath NYC account manager; 
Brian Andersson, Woodlawn Cemetery community outreach and Mark Doyle, Just Nuts Music School partner.

BRONX CHAMBER’S IRISH HERITAGE LUNCHEON

(back, l-r) Nunzio Del Greco, Bronx Chamber president; honorees John Doyle and John McEvoy; Joseph Kelle-
her, Bronx Chamber chairman; Bob Nolan, emcee; (front, l-r) Sr. Puri with honorees Carolyn Murphy, Mark Doyle 
and Brian Andersson. Photo by Silvio Pacifi co

Students listened attentively to an informative puppet show addressing child abuse. 
 Photo courtesy of Sunshine Sachs

The New York Foundling’s award-winning Child Abuse Prevention Program visited P.S. 114 on Thursday, April 
6 to conduct a workshop to educate children on recognizing, resisting and reporting abuse and neglect. The 
program included two informative short skits using life-sized puppets enabling students to ask questions.

P.S. 114’S ABUSE PREVENTION WORKSHOP

Host David Lesch (l) interviewed Borough President Diaz on local and citywide issues. 
 Photo courtesy of Borough President Ruben Diaz, Jr.’s Offi ce

Borough President Ruben Diaz Jr. guest starred on BronxNet’s ‘Today’s Verdict’ hosted by David Lesch on 
Tuesday, April 11. They discussed Bronx and citywide issues including the borough president’s recent ‘State of 
the Borough’ address and his recently released ‘Bronx Annual Development Report.’

DIAZ APPEARS ON BRONXNET’S ‘TODAY’S VERDICT’
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Action
Association

Parkchester PEP for Seniors 
seeks vendors for tag sales

PEP for Seniors in 
Parkchester is seeking ven-
dors for its annual Commu-
nity Tag Sales on Saturday, 
June 3, and Saturday, July 
15,. 

The tag sales will be held 
from 9 a.m. to 5 p.m. at Met-
ropolitan Oval (Metropoli-
tan Avenue and Unionport 
Road) around the fountain. 

Anyone can be a ven-
dor; no license is required. 
Vendors can sell any new 
or used items, housewares, 
antiques, clothing, toys, ex-
cluding food. 

The fee for vendors is 
$35 per space. Vendors must 
bring their own standard 
size folding table and chair. 
One table per space. 

Vendors who would like to 
purchase a space in the tag 
sale should call PEP for Se-
niors at (718) 409-1619 as soon 
as possible to reserve a space 
or email Nicole at ntambini@
centerlight.org. 

Rain dates are Sunday, 
June 4 and Sunday, July 16.

“Once again, we welcome 
vendors to join our Commu-
nity tag sales,” says PEP for 
Seniors program director Ni-
cole Tambini. “Last year, we 
had a record number of ven-
dors and attendees. We hope 
to have a great turnout again 
this year, so vendors should 
reserve their spaces ASAP 
because they go fast. Our tag 
sales are our biggest fund-
raiser and help us to continue 

providing programs for 
Parkchester seniors.” 

The tag sale is a fund-
raiser for the PEP for Se-
niors NORC program. The 
vendor fees go towards pro-
viding quality program-
ming for their senior cit-
izens. The Parkchester 
Enhancement Program pro-
vides nursing and social 
services along with educa-
tional and recreational op-
portunities for seniors 60+ 
living in Parkchester, en-
abling seniors to remain 
independent. For more in-
formation visit them on 
Facebook by searching for 
“PEP for Seniors,” or con-
tact ntambini@centerlight.
org or at (718)409-1619.

BY FRANK V. VERNUCCIO, JR.
New York is one of the most 

solidly ‘Blue’ states. But that 
doesn’t mean that all of its res-
idents agree with the prevail-
ing progressive ideology—and 
that dissent disturbs the lead-
ership.

In an attempt to muzzle op-
posing viewpoints, New York’s 
elected offi cials are continu-
ously seeking means to sup-
press free speech. The latest 
scandalous move comes from 
Assemblyman David Weprin, 
who represents part of Queens 
in the state legislature. He has 
introduced legislation (A5323) 
that is such a broad attack 
against the First Amendment 
that it has attracted national 
attention, garnering substan-
tial criticism.  

This is how the Washing-
ton Post’s  Eugene Volokh 
describes the measure: “…
under this bill, newspapers, 
scholarly works, copies of 
books on Google Books and 
Amazon, online encyclope-
dias (Wikipedia and others) 

— all would have to be cen-
sored whenever a judge and 
jury found (or the author ex-
pected them to fi nd) that the 
speech was ‘no longer mate-
rial to current public debate 
or discourse’…And of course 
the bill contains no exception 
even for material of genuine 
historical interest; after all, 
such speech would have to be 
removed if it was “no longer 
material to current public de-
bate.” Nor is there an excep-
tion for autobiographic mate-
rial, whether in a book, on a 
blog or anywhere else. Nor is 
there an exception for politi-
cal fi gures, prominent busi-
nesspeople and others. But 
the deeper problem with the 
bill is simply that it aims to 
censor what people say, under 
a broad, vague test based on 
what the government thinks 
the public should or shouldn’t 
be discussing. It is clearly un-
constitutional under current 
First Amendment law.”

A failure to comply with 
a request to remove material 

from articles, search engines 
or other places would make 
the author liable for, at a mini-
mum, a penalty of $250 per day 
plus attorney fees.

Weprin isn’t alone in his 
antipathy for the First Amend-
ment. New York enacted a 
measure that requires not-for-
profi t organizations that dis-
cuss public issues to disclose 
the names of donors who give 
more than $2,500, a move that 
violates both the First Amend-
ment and the Fourth Amend-
ment, as well as a Supreme 
Court ruling.

New York’s anti-free speech 
and campaign disclosure laws 
are stunning in their extent 
and open defi ance of the First 
Amendment. 

Among other mandates, 

they impose a requirement of 
across the board disclosure of 
donors and staff, and provides 
a fi rst-ever disclosure require-
ment for “political consul-
tants.” At fi rst glance, that 
appears comparatively innoc-
uous. However, the devil is in 
the details. According to the 
legislation’s language, almost 
anyone who has ever had any 
relation or association with 
anyone even remotely con-
nected to a campaign would 
have to be disclosed. In es-
sence, it criminalizes anyone 
with an active interest in poli-
tics. 

Further, it substantially 
intimidates anyone seeking 
to provide summaries of their 
perspectives on the issues or 
advice on how to present those 
views from speaking with a 
candidate in any substantive 
manner. Independent advo-
cacy groups promoting any-
thing from environmental 
protection to benefi ts for vet-
erans would be handicapped.

The outrageous assault 

on free speech has been chal-
lenged in federal court. Not 
backing down, NY Governor 
Cuomo has hired one of the 
nation’s top specialist attor-
ney’s in the fi eld to defend the 
offensive measure.

As previously reported in 
the New York Analysis of Pol-
icy & Government, Senator 
Charles Schumer (NY), who 
is the U.S. Senate’s minority 
leader, proposed a measure 
that would limit free speech 
protections as they pertain 
to campaign donations. The 
proposed legislation, thank-
fully defeated, gained 43 Sen-
ate supporters—all Demo-
crats. 

At a Senate Rules Commit-
tee  Schumer stated that “The 
First Amendment is sacred, 
but the First Amendment is 
not absolute. By making it ab-
solute, you make it less sacred 
to most Americans.”

Contact us at nycommu-
nityaction@gmail.com; tune 
into our affi liated radio broad-
casts at usagovpolicy.com.

BY TONY SALIMBENE
We hope everyone had a 

wondetful Easter Sunday or 
Jewish holiday. How ‘bout 
that weather.  Patrick Caruso 
of Communiy Board 10 and I 
got nice recognition for help-
ing out a local church, our 
pleasure - thanks First Pres-
byterian Church of Throggs 
Neck and Elder Millie.

If you went to American 
Turners you will notice no one 
with Legion caps at our Sun-
day meeting because the meet-
ing is moved to the fourth Sun-
day, same time and location, 
and the same goes for June, 
fourth Sunday, due to Father’s 
Day and that will be our BBQ 
and other ceremonies. 

We will meet at Post 1456, 
TN Memorial Post in June, 
outside if the Supreme Com-

mander provides the weather. 
Reminders to follow.

Last Friday in April we 
have the CB 10 Veterans’ Ser-
vices Committee meeting at 
Sam Young Post 620, 7 p.m., 
last meeting of the season. You 
don’t have to be a vet or Legion 
member, in fact, bring some-
one who might like to join 
Sam Young, good post, great 
people.  All questions and 
problems welcome, we can get 
you the answers.

Until next time: I hope 
someday I can be the person 
my dog thinks I am. 

BY PAUL GOLLUSCIO
Hello all!
I hope everyone had a great 

holiday.
The refurbishing of the post 

is moving along well, strides 
are being made to neaten up 
the entire inside ad out. Last 
week I wrote that students 
from Lehman High School 
will be here to help out. I could 
use some more post members 
to help out the students.

There will be a Veterans 
Appreciation Breakfast once 
again sponsored by Borough 
President Ruben Diaz Jr. This 
will be held at Maestro’s, 1709 
Bronxdale Avenue on Monday, 
May 15. An RSVP is required 
as seating is limited. Call 
(718) 590-3914 for reservations. 
Thanks again, BP.

The Sons of the Legion is 
holding a 50/50 to raise money 
to elect Bill Clancy lll . Cost is 

$5 per ticket or 3/$20.
There will be a 242nd 

Birthday Celebration held at 
Ft. Hamilton: On Friday, June 
16 there will be a softball game 
with WFAN Sports Radio All 

Stars, Boomer and Carton vs. 
Ft.  Hamilton Army All Stars. 
Start time is 6:30 p.m. The 
event is free but registration 
is necessary. Register at www.
Hamilton.ArmyMWR.com or 
call (718) 630-4771/4772.

Stay tuned for the post 
members only Summer BBQs.

Trivia Time

Bataan fell to the Japanese 
on April 9,1942. The ‘Bataan 
Death March’ began the next 
day.

President Truman Fired 
General MacArthur on April 
11, 1951

April 12,1861, saw the be-
ginning of the Civil War. It be-

gan at 4:30 a.m.
Yuri Gagarin was the fi rst 

man in space. He went up on 
April 12, 1961.

On the same date in 1966, 
Joe Louis died. Did you know 
that he is buried at Arlington 
Cemetery?

President Lincoln was as-
sassinated on April 14, 1865, 
he died the next day.

The ‘unsinkable’ Titanic 
hit an iceberg at 11:40 p.m. on 
April 14, 1912. Went down the 
next day.

Keep the troops in your 
prayers, hug a vet and God 
bless
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(back, l-r) Coach Edward Esposito; Thomas Messina representing Congressman Joseph 
Crowley; Senator Jeff Klein; Dominic Esposito, CILL president; Joshua Cortes representing 
Mayor de Blasio and coach Toro Mazzeo with the Sammy’s Shrimp Box City Island Little 
League Team and the Gilder’s Scholarship City Island Little League Team. 
 Photo by Edwin Soto

City Island Little League celebrated its Opening Day Ceremony on Saturday, April 8 at Am-
brosini Field which is named after the league’s late founder, John Ambrosini. Local elected 
offi cials, veterans and families cheered on the little leaguers as they played their fi rst game 
of the spring season. 

CI LITTLE LEAGUE’S OPENING CEREMONY

Borough President Ruben Diaz, Jr. met with Consulate General of Dominican Republic in NYC 
Carlos Castillo on Wednesday, April 12 at the borough president’s offi ce. The two discussed 
the contribution of the Dominican diaspora in the Bronx, NYC and throughout the state as 
well as future plans to work together on initiatives to improve the lives of Dominicans and 
Dominican Americans in the borough and throughout NYC.

DIAZ MEETS WITH DOMINICAN CONSULATE

Borough President Diaz (l) and Dominican Consulate Castillo had a productive fi rst meeting.
 Photo courtesy of Borough President Ruben Diaz, Jr.’s Offi ce

Borough President Diaz (back, 2nd from r) helped local students and volunteers unload deli-
cious Easter hams from the truck. Photo courtesy of Borough President Ruben Diaz, Jr.’s Offi ce

Borough President Ruben Diaz, Jr. helped volunteers unload a tractor trailer of hams on 
Thursday, April 13 in front of Stop & Shop Supermarket on 961 E. 174th Street. The super-
market chain donated 1,000 Easter hams to fi ve Bronx social service agencies providing 
assistance to residents in need.

BP DIAZ DELIVERS EASTER HAMS

Borough President Diaz (l) and Cardinal Dolan (r) gave food to Georgina Cenado. 
 Photo by Edwin Soto

In honor of Holy Thursday, His Eminence Timothy Cardinal Dolan visited Catholic Charities 
of New York’s Bronx Distribution Center on Thursday, April 13 to distribute food to clients of 
the 402 E. 152nd Street food pantry. Cardinal Dolan joined Borough President Ruben Diaz, 
Jr.; Goya Foods and Catholic Charities staff to distribute the seasonal meals.

CARDINAL DOLAN VISITS FOOD CENTER

M.S. 118 students enjoyed an informative session at PAL’s Girl Talk program. Photo courtesy of Police Athletic League

The Police Athletic League’s Girl Talk program was launched 
last fall in seven of its after-school centers including M.S. 
118 with the aim of giving middle school girls a safe space 
to share and learn together. The young women partici-
pated in career readiness activities, leadership skills and 
civic engagement opportunities. Presently supported by its 
founding corporate partner, American International Group, 
PAL Girl Talk’s success is enhanced by the involvement of 
female professionals, ‘Women of Inspiration’, who serve as 
guest speakers, sharing their life experiences and engaging 
in community service with young women.

PAL’S GIRL TALK EMPOWER
 YOUNG WOMEN
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Thirty-six students from 
Cardinal Spellman High 
School were inducted into 
the Sequere Deum Chapter 
of the National Honor Soci-
ety on Thursday, March 16. 
Rev. Peter Pilsner, director of 
Spiritual Activities, began the 
ceremony with a prayer, and 
Daniel O’Keefe, president and 
principal, welcomed those in 
attendance and congratulated 
the students for their accom-
plishments. He reminded the 
thirty-six that they are role 
models for the entire student 
body and are recognized as 
leaders now, and will be when 
they go on to college and then 
their careers. 

O’Keefe told them “This is 
a starting point on the way to 
fulfi lling your vision.” Trudy 
Keane, longtime moderator of 
the National Honor Society at 
Spellman cited the dedication 
and leadership of the current 
National Honor Society mem-
bers, and said that the achieve-

Spellman inducts 36 into National Honor Society
ments of the thirty-six  new 
students was a result of their 
commitment to the four attri-
butes required of acceptance 
into the National Honor So-
ciety: scholarship, character, 
leadership, and service. Faith 
in God is also a component 
of membership, as evidenced 
by the name of the Spellman 
Chapter, Sequere Deum – Fol-
low God. 

The current co-presidents 
of the National Honor Soci-
ety, Damian Henry, Loribel 
Peguero, Samantha Vega and 
KaraBrann Williams assisted 
with the ceremony. Candles 
representing the four attri-
butes were lighted, and as 
their families looked on, the 
students then received the Na-
tional Honor Society medal-
lion. The National Honor So-
ciety serves as a refl ection on 
one’s high academic achieve-
ment as well as recognition 
of strong character, good citi-
zenship, and service to others. 

Membership in the elite and 
prestigious organization is 
recognized by colleges around 

the nation. Following the cer-
emony, a reception was held 
in the school cafeteria for the 

new members, their families, 
school administrators, and 
faculty.

(First row, l-r) Brian Doan, Bryan Munoz, Alexander Rivera, Luke Greco, Isaac Yearwood, Justin McConville, Isaac 
Bravo, Mohamed Mushib, Kevin Agyapong, Justin Mateo, and Phillip Riggins. (Second row, l-r) Daniel O’Keefe 
(president and principal), Samantha Justiniano, Emily Khan, Amaiya Anthony, Karina Wilson, Amber Caputo, 
Karina Robinson, Dalia Clarke, Katherine Carew, Shade McFarlane, Natalie Fontanez, Kristina Ratigan, Maureen 
Gallagher (assistant principal), and Maria Piri (assistant principal.) (Third row, l-r) Serrena Singh, Starlene Par-
ris, Isabela Scaglione, Sierra Sutton, Lynn Li, Esther Fadumiye, Eunice Nazar, Lina Cheung, Elizabeth Ochiobi, 
Alyssa Gutierrez, Likai Flemming, Clara Gramazio, and Julianna Broetsky. Not Pictured: Emma Meaney.

BY MARY JANE MUSANO
I hope everyone had a 

blessed and peaceful Easter.  
This usually marks the be-
ginning of sunny, warm and 
beautiful weather.  Now is 
the time of year we should be 
gathering with friends and 
neighbors and thinking about 
how we might make our com-
munity the very best it can 
be.

Our next meeting will be 
on Tuesday, April 25 at 7:30 
p.m. at the First Lutheran 
Church on Baisley and Hol-
lywood Avenues.  We have in-
vited two guest speakers so 
it will be a very interesting 
meeting. Chrys Napolitano 
will be speaking about the 
Locust Point CSA and several 
other programs that are new 
to our area.  We all realize 
how important it is to be eat-
ing fresh fruits and vegetables 
everyday and these programs 
will help you do just that.  
Come and fi nd a program that 
will fi t your needs.

Elix Fleigelman, from Sur-
rogate’s Court, will be speak-

ing about issues that would 
require you to go to this court 
like the probate of wills and 
the administration of estates.  
This is information that we 
will all need at some time 
during our lives.  As always, 
it is better to have this infor-
mation before you actually 
need it.

Our Tuesday, May 30 meet-
ing will be a forum for the can-
didates for City Council.  The 
only way to cast an educated 
vote is to know how each can-
didate stands on the issues.  
This is an extremely impor-
tant meeting.  Please mark it 
on your calendar now so that 
you will not miss it.

Roundup

For many of us spring 
means it’s time for gardening.  
We can’t wait to plant beauti-
ful and colorful fl owers and 
make our gardens an oasis of 
peace and tranquility. Some-
times we encounter problems 
with weeds that can make our 
efforts more diffi cult.  The de-
cisions we make on how to kill 
those weeds will certainly af-

fect your health as well as the 
weed’s health.

Roundup is a weed killer 
that is widely advertised and 
used by farmers as well as 
gardeners.  The problem is 
that roundup doesn’t just kill 
weeds.  Research proves  that 
it’s active ingredient, gly-
phosate, is so pervasive that 
93% of Americans have gly-
phosate in their urine.

Much of the media atten-
tion has been levied at gly-
phosate for it’s association 
with cancer but even at low 
levels the chemical is a strong 
endocrine disrupter.  The 
health costs associated with 
exposure to hormone disrupt-
ers in Europe are estimated 
to be over 188 billion dollars 
annually.

Proposition 65 requires 

the manufacturer to post a 
clear and reasonable warning 
that the chemical is known 
to cause cancer.  Of course, 
Monsanto is fi ghting this say-
ing that it will damage their 
reputation. A company that 
cares more about their bot-
tom line than the safety of 
its products does not deserve 
your patronage.

There are 700 cases being 
brought against Monsanto 
by farmers that have used 
Roundup.  The lawsuits al-
lege that farmers are develop-
ing non-Hodgkin’s lymphoma 
from exposure to this prod-
uct.

Research has shown that 
glyphosate causes signifi -
cant soil damage.  Repeated 
use causes an increase in re-
emergence of crop disease. 
Basically, it kills the soil.  The 
health of the soil that your 
food is grown in has every-
thing to do with the nutrients 
the food posses.  The nutrients 
in the food you eat has every-
thing to do with your health.  
No nutrients, no health.  It is 

that simple.
Another case study has as-

sociated glyphosate levels in 
children with symptoms se-
verity in autism and seizure 
disorders.  Even at low doses, 
glyphosate has estrogenic ef-
fects and can disrupt the bal-
ance in your gut microbiome 
which negatively affects your 
health in many ways.

Sometimes the old ways 
are the best ways.  Getting 
on your knees to pull weeds 
may not be easy but it is 
healthier than using a chem-
ical that is known to cause 
multiple health problems in 
people.

Let’s try to make our gar-
dens places of beauty and 
health.  Let’s also choose our 
foods with care.  Organic 
foods are best and our com-
munity has many programs 
that can provide us with pure, 
delicious and healthy foods.  
Come to our meeting and 
learn about what our commu-
nity food programs can offer 
you.

S SSHOP OUR CLASSIFIED 
PAGES EVERY WEEK AND 

SAVE MONEY
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ANTIQUES & ESTATE BUYERS

ANTIQUE & ESTATE BUYERS
We buy anything old. One piece or house full. 

WILL TRAVEL. HOUSE CALLS.

ANTIQUE & ESTATE BUYERS
We buy anything old. One piece or house full. 

WILL TRAVEL. HOUSE CALLS.
WILL TRAVEL

ENTIRE
TRI-STATE!

FREE
Estimates!

We Pay $CASH$ For 
Paintings, Clocks, Watches, 
Estate Jewelry & Fine China, 

From Single Items 
to Entire Estates!
Coin & Stamp Collections

Costume Jewelry
Antique Furniture  Lamps
Bronzes  Paintings  Prints

Chinese & Japanese 
Artwork & Porcelain

Sports Collectibles 
Comic Books  Old Toys  Records
Cameras  Sterling Flatware Sets

HUMMELS & LLADROS

ANTIQUES & ESTATE BUYERS

TOP $ PAID
FOR JUDAICA
COLLECTIBLES

HOUSE
CALLS

MOVING orDOWNSIZING?CALL
US!

Top $ Paid
for Antique

Sterling!

Military
Collections

Wanted
Swords,
Knives,

Helmets, etc.

SEE OUR AD IN THE SUNDAY POST

WILL TRAVEL. WE MAKE HOUSE CALLS.
173 N. WELLWOOD AVENUE, LINDENHURST, N.Y.

SAME DAY  
SERVICE  

AVAILABLE

HOUSE 
CALLS

SERVING BRONX 
AND THE ENTIRE  
TRI-STATE AREA

516-974-6528516-974-6528
ASK FOR CHRISTOPHER
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RHYMES 
WITH CRAZY

First Lutheran Church of 
Throggs Neck’s beloved Pas-
tor Lunow has been diagnosed 
with esophageal cancer, and 
has been undergoing chemo-
therapy and radiation for the 
last few weeks.  The cancer 
has not spread and the tu-
mor has shrunk, so keep the 
prayers coming.  However, the 
medical bills are mounting. 

To help defray the cost of 
mounting medical bills, the 

Fundraiser for First Lutheran Church Pastor Ulf Lunow
church will be holding a fund-
raiser on Saturday, May 6, 2 to 
8 p.m., at 3075 Baisley Avenue

The event will include 
performances by jazz gui-
tarist Lou Volpe, Joyce and 
Dale Smith, Korliss Uecker 
from the Metropolitan Opera, 
celebrated pianist Konstan-
tin Soukhovetski, Christian 
Aquino, Michael Sieber, Kelly 
Laggenbauer, Tito, Alexis and 
Natasha Roque, Fred Brandt, 

The Parkchester Chorus, Joe 
Zamplione, Megan Amato, 
Bobby Geier, Kablillies the 
Klown, and more.

The cost will be $20 per per-
son for adults, 13-16-year-old 
$5, and children 12 and under 
are free.  

You will be given an en-
trance ticket so if you have 
to leave for a time, you can 
return.  There will be appe-
tizers, hors d’oeuvres, wine, 

water, soda, desserts, tea and 
coffee. 

There will be raffl e tickets 
for purchase, Penny Sale bas-
kets, and a baked good table.  

A “Gofundme” page has 
been set for donations. The 
link is GoFundMe.com/Pas-
torUlfLunow, and an Ama-
zonsmile charity page is also 
available. If you want Ama-
zon to donate you, will need 
to start each shopping session 

at the URLhttp://smile.ama-
zon.com, and they will donate 
0.5% of the price of your eligi-
ble purchases. 

Feel free to share this with 
all.  The parishioners of First 
Lutheran Church want to 
thank you all in advance for 
your support.

 For more information call 
the church offi ce at (718) 829-
0650 or visit Firstlutheran-
bronx.church.

If you’re thinking of writ-
ing a bestseller, I’ve got a 
word of advice for you:

Girl.
Put “Girl” in the title and 

you almost don’t have to do 
anything else, except fi gure 
out a plot, some twists, and 
an ending. And don’t forget to 
put a girl character in there, 
of course. She can be doing 
anything: Kicking a hornet’s 
nest or sporting a dragon 
tattoo, like Stieg Larsson’s 
epic sellers. Or she can be 
on a train, like Paula Hawk-
ins’ bestseller (turned into 
a leaden movie described 
by one Rotten Tomatoes re-
viewer as “Less like hopping 
on board a train and more 
climbing onto the bandwagon 
of dozens of Lifetime mov-
ies.”) (Note, that didn’t stop it 
from making $170 million.) 

Or the girl can be gone, 
like Gillian Flynn’s chilling 
thriller. Or she can have pearl 
earring, or marry a lion, or 
fall from the sky, chase the 
moon, play with fi re, or be in-
terrupted. She can also love 
Tom Gordon. And recently I 
really enjoyed “The Girl You 
Left Behind,” by Jojo Moyes. 
All those girls made it big on 

the bookshelves.
To make it big on television, 

apparently all a girl has to do 
is hang out with a bunch of her 
tormented friends who are try-
ing to grow up, like “2 Broke 
Girls,” “New Girl,” or Lena Dun-
ham’s squad. Or she can have 
grown up so long ago that now 
the “girl” part is ironic. (See 
“Golden Girls,” which, come 
to think of it, may have started 
something.)

Just a few years before all 
this girlishness, the book trend 
was “wife,” as in  “The Paris 
Wife,” “The Time Traveler’s 
Wife” (best book ever), “The 
Kitchen God’s Wife” (also the 
best book ever, weirdly enough). 
Not to mention, on television, 
“The Good Wife.” But clearly 
the wives have been ditched for 
someone younger. 

Last year an author named 
Emily St. John Mandel looked 
at 810 non-children’s books with 
the word “Girl” in the title. She 
crunched some numbers and 
found that 79 percent of those 
were written by women, and yet 
65 percent of the time the “girl” 
in the title is actually a woman.

So why call the woman a 
girl?

One theory holds that when 

we see the word “girl” we au-
tomatically feel protective and 
worried — more than we’d feel 
about a grown woman. But an-
other theory is that mega best-
sellers tend to inspire publish-
ers to copy them slavishly and 
often. So once you have “Gone 
Girl” plus “Girl on a Train,” 
nobody’s going to bother with 
a “The Comedienne with the 
Lower Back Tattoo,” or, “Young 
Female in Hyacinth Blue.”

St. John Mandel noticed 
one other trend: When women 
write “Girl” books, the girl ends 
up alive 90 percent of the time. 
When men put “Girl” in the ti-
tle, only 68 percent make it out 
alive. Gee thanks, guys.

Anyway, if you’re looking for 
a title for that bestseller of yours, 

I’ve got some suggestions:
The Girl Last Seen Running 

Away from a Bunch of Angry 
Hornets

The Girl with the Misspelled 
“Pougkeepsie” Tattoo

The Little Dumber Girl
The Girl You Last Saw in the 

Dairy Section
The Girl Eating “Cheese-Its” 

on the Bolt Bus
The Girl Who “Forgot” to 

Call Her Mother’s Friend’s Su-
per-Nice Son

The Girl Whose “Be Mind-
ful” Lulu Lemon Tote Took Up a 
Whole Seat 

The Girl with the Greenish 
Incisor

The Girl Who Mistook Her 
Hat for My Hat 

A Girl Named Sue
Back Girl
Harry Potter and the Sorcer-

er’s Girl
The Girl from Iwo Jima 
The Hardy Girls
I Am the Coppertone Girl
The Girl with the Squirrel 

Earring
The Squirrel with the Girl 

Earring
The Girl with the Wagon Tat-

too: A Laura Ingalls Wilder Up-
date 

The Other Other Boleyn Girl 

The Little Mulch Girl
Even Cowgirls Get Sick of 

Beans
The Girl Who Chased 

Viggo Mortensen (And Who 
Can Blame Her?)

I Am Melania: The Story 
of a Girl who Stood Up for 
Trump 

Too Many Girls, Not 
Enough Kombucha (from 
the “Wild in Williamsburg” 
series)

The Girl on the D Train
The Girl STILL on the 

D Train, Because of a “Sick 
Passenger” on the Train 
Ahead of Her

Girl Meets Girl 
Girl, Interrupting
The Girl Who Knew Too 

Much about the Kennedy As-
sassination

The Girl Who Slugged the 
Beehive

The Girl Who Sat on a 
Mound of Scorpions Because 
She Was Livestreaming Her 
Desert Vacation 

The Girl Who Couldn’t 
Sit Down 

Skenazy is a keynote 
speaker, author of the book 
and blog Free-Range Kids, 
and a contributor at Rea-
son.com. 

A ‘girl’ by any that name is a bestseller

BY MICHAEL P. MCNERNEY
The next general meeting 

of our association will be on 
Wednesday, April 26, at 7:30 
p.m.. We have invited repre-
sentatives from the NYC De-
partment of Buildings, and 
from FDNY, to further dis-
cuss the ever growing issue of 
illegally rented apartments. 

Our members have ex-
pressed interest and concern 
regarding how to properly 
fi le complaints in regard, 
and how to ensure that these 
complaints are thoroughly in-
vestigated by the proper city 
agencies. It is imperative that 

enforcement of these viola-
tions are brought to fruition, 
in order to prevent a gross 
over saturation of our primar-
ily single family home zoned 
community, and potential de-
terioration of the standard of 
living and quality of life we 
deserve. 

Please note that we have 
been in communication with 
both agencies, yet confi rma-
tion of attendance was not 
available as of press time. Ei-
ther way they, or another spe-
cial guest speaker will be in 
attendance. We look forward 
to seeing you there. 

Also note that that this is 
not a reprint of our last arti-
cle, but rather a rescheduling. 
At last months meeting, we 
chose instead to have Captain 
Carlos Ghonz, the new com-
manding offi cer of the 45th 
Precinct as our special guest 
speaker. We thank the captain 

for his desire to address our 
membership in such an expe-
ditious manner, and we appre-
ciate all of the follow up and 
communication we have re-
ceived from him and his offi -
cers since his taking the posi-
tion. It was vital for us to meet 
with the new commander as 
soon as possible to bring our 
community concerns directly 
to his attention, and we are 
very satisfi ed that we did. Wel-
come again Captain Ghonz. 

We look forward to con-
tinuing our already success-
ful working relationship with 
you. 

There will also be repre-
sentatives present from our 
local elected offi cials offi ces, 
and we will have a full agenda 
to discuss with our member-
ship. 

The meeting will be held at 
the Villa Maria Academy Caf-
eteria, which is located at 3335 
Country Club Road.

The association can be 
reached via mail at P.O. Box 
211, Bronx, N.Y. 10465, and via 
telephone at (718) 823-1814. 

Please remember, “Take 
pride in your community; 
your home extends beyond 
your property line!”
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FreshDirect, KForce, South Bronx Youth Leadership Council, NYCHA and MillBrook Houses 
Resident Association members were ready to beautify and clean up Brook Avenue. 
 Photo by Silvio Pacifi co

Martha Santiago (l) and Pricella Jamerson, 
Millbrook Houses Resident Association 
president,  helped plant new fl owers for the 
community. Photo by Silvio Pacifi co

Larry Scott Blackmon, FreshDirect vice pres-
ident for Public Affairs, prepared the soil. 
 Photo by Silvio Pacifi co

FreshDirect, KForce representatives and other community volunteers partnered with the South Bronx Youth Leadership Council and NYC 
Housing Authority on Wednesday, April 12 for SBYLC’s Community Unity ‘Green Day’ event at East 135th Street and Brook Avenue. The Green 
Day event featured a community clean-up including tree maintenance on Brook Avenue where FreshDirect and SOBRO provided new tree 
guards, gardening and mural art projects.

FRESHDIRECT, KFORCE CLEAN UP S. BRONX

(l-r) Cristina Schwarz, Telemundo 47 president and general manager; Jim Keenoy, Stop & 
Shop director of marketing and external communications; David Ushery, WNBC; Stacey Bell, 
WNBC and Odalys Molina, Telemundo 47 with a ceremonial check for NY Metro Food Bank 
Partners. Photo courtesy of NBC 4 New York

More than 900,000 meals were collected during NBC 4 New York and Telemundo 47’s ‘Feed-
ing Our Families / Alimentando a Nuestras Familias’ fi rst-ever tri-state food drive in partner-
ship with Stop & Shop supermarkets on Saturday, April 8 at 199 Stop & Shop locations across 
New York, New Jersey and Connecticut.

TELEMUNDO, STOP & SHOP FIGHT HUNGER

Tony Signorile, MPCA president, helped Throggs Neck resident Rosetta Grasso register for 
the Italian Language classes. Photo by Edwin Soto

Children and adults visited the Morris Park Community Association Center on Saturday, 
April 15 to register for weekly Italian language classes being offered at the 1824 Bronxdale 
Avenue clubhouse. The classes are made possible through the collective effort of Council-
man James Vacca, Congressman Joseph Crowley, the Italian Consulate, the Bronx Columbus 
Day Parade Committee and MPCA.

MPCA’S ITALIAN CLASS REGISTRATION

(l-r) Lieutenant Governor Hochul; Senator Jeff Klein, Assem-
blyman Mark Gjonaj and Howard Martin, Bronx House CEO. 
 Photo courtesy of Lieutenant Governor Kathy Hochul’s Offi ce

Lieutenant Governor Kathy Hochul visited Bronx House on 
Thursday, April 13 to discuss the NYS Budget. In this year’s 
budget, Governor Cuomo secured funding for the Mon-
tefi ore Health System to expand affordable healthcare, 
redevelopment of Orchard Beach’s historic pavilion and the 
Kingsbridge Armory.

LT. GOV. HOCHUL VISITS
 BRONX HOUSE
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Continued on page 46

BY MARK SAPLICKI
Vinny is going to crucify 

me for this article, but what the 
heck, it’s Easter, and sinful old 
me deserves it.  After success-
ful total knee replacement sur-
gery Vinny is fi nally getting 
back on his feet, and will be the 
guest speaker at our upcoming 
meeting.

In this world the rule of 
thumb is “what have you done 
for me lately”.  I am certainly 
not a subscriber to that.  I be-
lieve we should appreciate any-
thing anyone ever did for you, 
whenever that was.  The point 
being, Vinny has not done any-
thing for us lately…however 
since before inception of the 
NEBA in 2000 he has been a 
consistent and dedicated ser-
vant to our community.  What 
follows are highlights of the 
man Vincent T. Prezioso, from 
when he was honored by the 
Order of Sons of Italy for his 
community involvement.

Vinny ‘Da Prez’ Prezioso 
has spent 77 of his 83 years in 
Da Bronx.  He grew up in Mor-
ris Park, attending P.S. 83 and 
Christopher Columbus High 
School.  He served his country 
during the Korean War.  Af-
ter the war he took some col-
lege courses while working in 
the construction industry as 
an operating engineer.  In 1965 
he married the lovely Bridget 
Lomagese, bringing forth a son 
Vincent Jr., who with his wife 
Genevieve, have given them 
two beautiful grandchildren, 
Thomas and Veronica.  

Vinny operated cranes and 
other heavy machinery, pro-
viding services at major con-
struction sites.  He retired from 
business in 1996 whereupon he 
became involved in commu-
nity service.  He was appointed 
to Community Board 11 in 1996 
and served as fi rst vice chair-
man from 2000 to 2010.  He 
founded the Northeast Bronx 
Association in 2000 and contin-
ues as its chief executive offi cer.  
He also served as an offi cer of 
the 49th Precinct Community 
Council from 2001 to 2005.  And 
he became one of the charter 
members of the Sons of Italy, Lt. 
Petrosino Lodge #285 in 2000.

As the driving force behind 
the Northeast Bronx Associa-
tion, Vinny has signifi cantly 
improved the quality of life 
in the Pelham Gardens/East-
chester sections of the Bronx.  
He developed a good rapport 
with every commanding offi cer 
of the 49th Precinct since 1996 
and earned their respect and 
admiration.  One of the reasons 
for this was the establishment 
of the NEBA Civilian Mobile 
Patrol, which has been instru-
mental in providing informa-

tion to the NYPD resulting in 
the arrest of those who would 
violate our neighborhood.

NEBA has been the recipient 
of many awards under Vinny’s 
leadership including:  Award 
for Excellence (Crime Fight-
ing) from the NY State Attor-
ney General; certifi cates of ap-
preciation from three borough 
presidents; Citations and Cer-
tifi cates of Merit from various 
NY state assembly members; 
Community Service Award 
from the Jewish Community 
Council of Pelham Parkway; 
certifi cates of recognition from 
various NY state senators; Cer-
tifi cate of Appreciation from 
the 49th Precinct Explorers; 
and various commendations 
from the NYPD.

Due to Vinny’s foresight and 
oversight the following NEBA 
programs were established 
and continue to this day:  food, 
clothing and toy drives for the 
needy; Seniors Day Out; secu-
rity for Holy Rosary Church 
street processions; Crime Alert 
Program; youth programs with 
the NY Yankees and Con Edi-
son; Corporate Neighbor Pro-
gram; support for 49th Precinct 
Explorers; support for the local 
Cub Scout Pack 162.  

These programs could not 
exist without the support of 
our elected representatives, 
so Vinny made it his business 
to develop a good relationship 
with all of them, regardless of 
political affi liation, and to en-
list their support for NEBA 
programs to benefi t the com-
munity.

In addition, Vinny is always 
in the forefront of any issues 
facing our community.  Some 
of the concerns he has been in-
volved with through NEBA in-
clude:  the disposition and secu-
rity of the Gun Hill Road Mall 
and the struggle to bring a food 
market to it; the disposition of 
the golf range; school safety at 
I.S. 144; MTA bus violations; 
Home Depot dumping; I.S. 144 
school playground protest and 
restoration; Burns Playground 
establishment and security; 
Beachwood Homes violations 
correction and storm damage 
issues; blood donations pro-
gram; shopping cart retriev-
als; Gun Hill Road and subway 
safety concerns; school bus vio-
lations; 911 Call Center protest 
and monitoring; and home im-
provement scams exposed.

It should be noted that you 
will never hear Vinny take per-
sonal credit for anything he ac-
complishes; rather he gives the 
credit to those who assist or 
support him in these endeav-
ors.

Vinny’s accomplishments 
with CB 11 would warrant a 

book.  Just a few of the proj-
ects he has been involved with 
include: garbage dumping at 
Home Depot; issues related to 
the confl ict at Pelham Parkway 
horse stable; rezoning to pre-
vent developer abuses; dirty 
water problems in Pelham 
Gardens; abandoned homes 
on Seymour Avenue; fi ght to 
save Columbus High School; 
water billing protests; assist-
ing homeowners after sewage 
backups; rally to save express 
buses; Gun Hill Road golf cen-
ter issues; and the resurrection 
of the 20-year-old Pelham Park-
way reconstruction project.

Vinny has worked tirelessly 
in the background to support 
the fund raising efforts for the 
Sons of Italy, especially related 
to the earthquake disaster in It-
aly.  Additionally he adamantly 
supports the Sons of Italy pro-
grams to reverse the negative 
stereotyping of people of Ital-
ian heritage.  And he continues 
to assist his close friend John 
Fratta with Sons of Italy mat-
ters upon request.

To say that Vinny is deserv-
ing of being honored would 
be a serious understatement.  
Vinny certainly brings honor 
to his Italian-American heri-
tage; however the true honor 
is the privilege of being asso-
ciated with Vinny.  Vinny is a 
man who cares deeply about 
his country, his community, 
and his neighbor.  He is a per-
son of true-grit who combines 
the rare qualities of leadership, 
loyalty and integrity.  Vinny 
displays common sense and a 
sense of fairness - he is deter-
mined to succeed in an ethical 
manner and yet is adaptable 
and open-minded.  Certainly 
Vinny is a person whom we 
have all come to depend on.  We 
are proud of the contributions 
he has made and the world a 
better place because of him.

Next Meeting

Our next meeting is Mon-
day, April 24, at 7:30 p.m., Kings 
Harbor MultiCare Center, East 
Gun Hill Road at Stillwell Av-
enue. Use the main entrance. 
The guest speaker  Da Prez, 
Vincent Prezioso. Representa-
tives from the 49th Precinct, 
Senator Jeff Klein, Assembly-
man Mark Gjonaj and Council-
man James Vacca will be pres-
ent.

Baychester Sq. Hearing

Community Board 12 held 
a public hearing on Monday, 

March 20 at Evander Childs 
High School in regards to the 
new development proposed for 
the old golf center property on 
Gun Hill Road.

Please be aware that since 
this project is within the con-
fi nes of CB12, residents of CB11 
do not have any direct say re-
garding the outcome of this 
proposed development.  But we 
will suffer the consequences of 
whatever gets built there.  How-
ever Councilman Andy King 
does.  I encourage all concerned 
citizens to inform Councilman 
King of your concerns at (718) 
684-5509 or andy.king@coun-
cil.NYC.Gov.

In attendance and regis-
tered to speak at hearing on 
behalf of the Pelham and East-
chester Gardens community 
were Mark Saplicki, Northeast 
Bronx Association board of di-
rector; Joe Bacote, CB 11, chair 
of Health Services Committee; 
Joe Thurston, CB 11, co-chair 
of the Transportation Commit-
tee; Frano Zagreda, Commu-
nity Board 11, sergeant at arms 
offi cer; Joe McManus, CB 11, 
chair Land Use Committee; Dy-
lan Tragni, executive coordi-
nator for Assemblyman Gjonaj; 
and Matthew O’Keefe and Dan 
Hogle, Offi ce of Senator Klein.

The developers (Grid Prop-
erties Inc) presented a slide-
show of the proposed develop-
ment. Councilman Andy King 
was present for the entire hear-
ing.  He indicated that his offi ce 
would pay close attention to the 
progress of this project for the 
benefi t of his constituents.  The 
only part of the proposal he spe-
cifi cally commented on was the 
inclusion of affordable senior 
housing, which he favors.

Some of the concerns pre-
sented by those representing 
our neighborhood were: No ob-
jection to Baychester Square 
based upon what has been pre-
sented, however we have seri-
ous concerns about the validity 
of the traffi c studies. 

On behalf of the over 4,000 
families in the Pelham and 
Eastchester Gardens sections, 
we are concerned about the fall-
out this development will have 
on our neighborhoods as to traf-
fi c, transportation and safety.  
All we want is for our concerns 
to be seriously considered.  
Concerned about the safety of 
our young children who attend 
I.S. 144 at Allerton Avenue and 
Gun Hill Road.  Also concerned 
about the children who play in 
the Little League on the prop-
erty attached to Baychester 
Square.  

Concerned about the traf-
fi c and safety of our residents 
(many seniors) who frequent 
Gun Hill Road shopping.  Con-

cern about putting the main 
entrances and exits on Gun 
Hill Road rather than Edson 
Avenue.  Edson Avenue has 
no businesses to compete with 
traffi c. Concerned about the 
traffi c congestion that already 
exists on Gun Hill Road due to 
the two existing malls, Pelham 
Bay Diner and Kings Harbor 
MultiCare Center, Home Depot.  
Concerned about the increased 
traffi c coming off the Hutchin-
son River Parkway at Stillwell 
Avenue.  Can we consider clos-
ing the ramp exit to Stillwell 
Avenue (not closing the exit to 
I-95 south)?  

Will there be a bus route 
into and thru Baychester 
Square?  Is there any plan to ex-
tend the exit off I95 at Gun Hill 
Road to feed directly into Bay-
chester Square?  The assembly-
man would like a copy of the 
fi nal traffi c study mandated 
by the Environmental Impact 
Study. We are also concerned 
about the impact of traffi c on 
the 2 major thoroughfares in 
our community – Allerton Av-
enue and Gun Hill Road.

Speak Up For The Bronx 
members spoke and presented 
65,000 petitions against Bay-
chester Plaza, and asked CB 12 
if they were going to pay any at-
tention to those people.

My observation is that the 
assembly was mostly against 
the proposed project (except 
for the senior housing).  Do we 
really need another mall?  Ev-
eryone was concerned about in-
creased traffi c. However there 
were those who were in favor of 
the development to rid the com-
munity of the blight of the old 
golf center, to create more jobs, 
and to bring more high quality 
shopping here.

Graffi ti Cleanup

Senator Klein and Assem-
blyman Gjonaj have teamed 
up once again with their Graf-
fi ti Removal and Community 
Cleanup Day to happen on Sat-
urday, April 22 from 10a.m. to 1 
p.m.  Volunteers are to gather 
at 1126 Pelham Parkway South.  
The rain date will be Satur-
day, April 29.  To volunteer, or 
to provide information on lo-
cations requiring cleanup or 
for more information call (718) 
822-2049.

This program is in partner-
ship with the 49th Precinct, CB 
11, Morris Park Association, 
Pelham Parkway Neighbor-
hood Association, Allerton In-
ternational Merchants Assn, 
Allerton Avenue Homeowners 
Association, and the Northeast 
Bronx Association.

Bronx D.A. Event

District Attorney Darcel D 
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Savannah Sierra enjoyed her fi rst meeting with Peter Cot-
tontail. Photo by Silvio Pacifi co

Sylvia Moya helped her son, Hrithik Udeshi create an Easter 
Bunny decoration. Photo by Silvio Pacifi co

Adrianna Alessandro (c) read Easter Bunny stories under her 
mother, Tina’s observation. Photo by Silvio Pacifi co

The Morris Park Community Association and Bharati Foundation celebrated the Easter holiday with an Evening of Festivities for Easter on Thursday, April 13 at MPCA’s clubhouse on 1824 
Bronxdale Avenue. Local families and their children enjoyed a fun-fi lled evening complete with book reading, coloring, arts and crafts, an Easter Egg hunt, giveaways and a surprise visit 
with the Easter Bunny.

MPCA SPONSORS EASTER CELEBRATION

Kindergarten students dressed up in the uniform of their future career. 
 Photo courtesy of St. Helena School

St. Helena School kindergartners dressed the part for their school’s Career Day celebration 
on Friday, April 7. 

ST. HELENA SCHOOL’S CAREER DAY

Staff and residents met the Easter Bunny at Metro UrgiCare on 3200 Grand Concourse. 
 Photo courtesy of Metro UrgiCare

Metro UrgiCare were ‘busy bunnies’ hosting several Easter celebrations throughout the 
borough this month. Families took pictures with the Easter Bunny and received educational 
materials during the family-friendly celebrations.

METRO URGICARE CELEBRATES EASTER

Councilman Salamanca (front, c) gave KIPP College Prep 
Charter High School students an important lesson for their 
government class. 
 Photo courtesy of Councilman Rafael Salamanca’s Offi ce

Councilman Rafael Salamanca recently visited KIPP College 
Prep Charter High School to speak with students in their gov-
ernment class about what it’s like to serve on the City Coun-
cil, what they see as issues in their community and what they 
can do to give back through public or community service.

KIPP COLLEGE PREP 
STUDENTS VISITED
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Answer: Actually, yes!  
When someone dies, the fi rst 
step is to determine if the de-
cedent owned any assets indi-
vidually, meaning there were 
assets with no joint owner or 
designated benefi ciary.  A 
very common fact pattern is 
where a surviving spouse dies 
owning a house.  Once it is de-
termined that individually 
owned assets exist, someone 
needs to obtain the legal au-
thority to manage those as-
sets.  If the decedent died with 
a Will, the Will must be pro-
bated.  The probate process is 
the process of taking the Will 
to Court and proving to the 
Court that the Will is valid.  

why simply having a Will is 
insuffi cient planning.  You 
can avoid the above debacle 
by planning with a revocable 
trust since a revocable trust 
avoids probate.  

The law offi ces of Plan To-
day for Tomorrow are located 
in Rye and Yorktown Heights 
servicing Northern and South-
ern Westchester, Rockland 
and Putnam Counties, Bronx 
and New York City. They are 
experienced and understand 
all aspects of elder law unique 
to New York State including 
special needs planning, elder 
care planning, Medicaid eligi-
bility for in-home and nursing 
home long term care, guard-

If I disinherit my son in my will, does he need to be contacted upon my death?
Once the Court determines 
that the Will is valid, an Ex-
ecutor will be appointed who 
can then manage the assets of 
the estate.

As part of the probate pro-
cess, the Court requires that 
each and every person who 
could have inherited from the 
decedent if the decedent has 
no Will must be contacted and 
asked to sign certain papers.  
This is a requirement regard-
less of whether the person is 
a named benefi ciary in the 
decedent’s Will and in cases 
where the individual has been 
disinherited, can cause a lot of 
problems.        

This is a good example of 

ianship proceedings for the 
disabled, Wills, Trusts, Estate 
Administration and more.

Whether you are a senior, 
someone who is disabled or 
are the family member of a se-
nior or disabled person living 
in New York State, it is impor-
tant that you consult a New 
York law fi rm that focuses on 
elder care law and can provide 
you with the best possible le-
gal advice for your situation.

Call Salvatore M. Di-
Costanzo at (914) 206-1418 
(Southern Westchester) or (914) 
222-5740 (Northern Westchester) 
to schedule a consultation to 
discuss your elder law or estate 
planning.  

ALVATORE M. DICOSTANZO 

BY CHRYS NAPOLITANO
The surest sign of spring 

is the profusion of Earth Day 
events, fi lled with fun and folks 
with important information.   
As usual, I will be out and about 
tabling for the New York City 
Compost Project as a Master 
Composter.  On Saturday, April 
22 I will be at the Earth Day 
Event at Virginia Park near 
Parkchester, on Westchester 
Avenue and White Plains Road, 
across the street from the IRT 6 

train station.  On Sunday, April 
23, I will be at the Pelham Bay 
Park Earth Day Festival from 
noon to 3 p.m.  At both events, 
I will have information on the 
Department of Sanitation’s Or-
ganics Compost Program, gar-
dening programs at the NYBG 
and basic information on how 
to compost in your own back-
yard.  Stop by for a chat.

Twofer Tuesday on Tues-
day,  April 25 - If you are in-
terested in learning about the 

Community Supported Ag-
riculture Program here in 
Throggs Neck, I will be at two 
meetings on Tuesday evening.  
I will be at the Throggs Neck 
Homeowners Meeting at 7:30 

p.m. as their fi rst speaker and 
will then drive safely to the Wa-
terbury LaSalle Community 
Association meeting as their 
last speaker for the evening.  

At both meetings I will dis-
cuss our Locust Point CSA 
with Stoneledge Farm, now 
in its seventh year.  There are 
two other Stoneledge Farm 
CSA sites in our area, one in 
City Island and another in 
Parkchester.  To sign up, go to 
www.stoneledge.farm.

The CSA plan is certainly 
gaining popularity, but it is 
not the perfect program for ev-
eryone.  One of the problems 
for some families is that you 
commit to 24 weeks of produce 
and many people travel in the 
summer.  Sometimes a family 
member’s job schedule changes 
making it diffi cult to arrive at 
the scheduled distribution site.  

One of the ways we would 
like to accommodate more 
people in our community is 
by offering a Fresh Food Box 
site.  The program is run by 
GrowNYC and there are al-
ready two sites in the Bronx, 
one at the Bronxworks offi ce 
on the Grand Concourse and 
another in Hunts Point.  This 
program runs year round and 
you can place your order for a 
share the week before and pick 
up the following week.  You can 
commit to one month at a time 
and then stop your share when 
you no longer need it.  For ex-
ample, our CSA only runs from 
June to November and many of 
our members would love to par-
ticipate over the winter months 
only.  

A friend that lives in Edge-
water recently signed up for 
the program and picks up from 
the Hunts Point site.  She loves 
the program and the quality 
of the produce.  She’s a terrifi c 
gardener, so she knows.  To 
sign up, go to www.growNYC.
org/foodbox.

I applied for consideration 
to be a 2017 site, but we were not 
accepted, although they prom-
ised that they would be consid-
ering a new site in the Bronx.  
We’ll try again in December 
and hopefully with the active 
support of whomever is our 
city councilman, we can fi nd a 
convenient spot in our area for 
this program.  

Another program that I will 
be discussing is a community 
farmer’s market.  I have been 
approached by a local school to 
help them run a farmer’s mar-
ket and I decided to take a work-
shop at the recent GrowNYC 
Grow Together Conference at 
Hostos Community College on 
Saturday, March 25.  The work-
shop was led by Karen Wash-
ington of La Familia Verde 
Farmer’s Market in the south 
Bronx.  “First thing you have 
to do is make sure you have 
customers that want a farmer’s 
market.”  

With that in mind, I will 
have a survey for anyone who 
would like to fi ll it out.  I am 
asking our community if they 
want a Fresh Food Box pro-
gram here and also a farmer’s 
market.  If we can get at least 
50 families interested in the 
Fresh Food Box and 250 fami-
lies interested in a Farmer’s 
Market, then we can start 
working on these projects for 
the community.  I will also be 
at the Throggs Neck Merchants 
Association’s Sidewalk Sale on 
Saturday, June 3.  John Cerini 
promised me a space near the 
post offi ce.  Stop by to see me 
then, I will have the survey 
available for anyone who would 
like to fi ll it out.  

Any questions, check out 
our Locust Point CSA page or 
email me at cnapolitano491@
gmail.com.

In the meantime, be the 
change you want to see in the 
world.

Northeast Bronx Association, Inc.
From page 44

Clark hopes you will attend 
this event.  You’ll be the 
judge on Wednesday, April 
26, 5:45 to 8 p.m.  As a follow-
up to the ‘After the Arrest’ 
Workshop, which broke 
down the trial process. Par-
ticipants will learn about 
hearings, opening state-
ments, deliberations, and 
the roles of the prosecutor, 
the defense lawyer, the judge 
and jury.  To RSVP contact 
Robert Barnes, community 
engagement coordinator at 
barnesro@bronxda.nyc.gov 
or (718)-838-7461.

Earth Day Parade

Rivers Run Community 
Garden and the Co-op City 
Little League will host an 
Earth Day Parade on Sat-
urday, April 22 starting at 
10:15 a.m. Organizers are in-
viting members of the com-
munity, schools and busi-
nesses to join and march 
from the Co-op City Green-
way Stage to the Co-op City 
Baseball Field to celebrate 
environmental awareness. 
The parade’s grand marshal 
is Leslie Peterson, member 
of the Riverbay Board and 
vice president of the Riv-

ers Run Community Garden’s 
Steering Committee, and will 
be led by the CYO Sea Cadet 
Corps March Band under the 
direction of James Palmer.

This year’s Earth Day cam-
paign focuses on environmen-
tal literacy and taking action 
to save our planet by reducing, 
reusing and recycling. The pa-
rade will kick-off opening sea-
son for the Co-op City LL and 
participants are encouraged 
to enjoy the game. Participants 
are invited to stroll next door 
to the Rivers Run Community 
Garden for composting dem-
onstrations, recycled-art craft-
ing, free giveaways and to tour 
the spring gardens.

Located on the banks of the 
Hutchinson River in Co-op City 
next to the baseball fi eld, Riv-
ers Run Community Garden is 
a waterfront garden designed, 
built and maintained by volun-
teers of diverse ages and back-
grounds, and accommodates 
a wide variety of needs and 
abilities, including children, 
elderly and those with limited 
mobility. 

Free Cancer Screenings

Free cancer screenings and 
community health education 
on Saturday, May 13, 9 a.m. to 2 
p.m. at  the Montefi ore Imaging 

Center, 3400 Bainbridge Av-
enue, lower level, suite #300.  
Opportunity to receive free:

• Cervical cancer screen-
ing (Pap test), ages 21–64, 
breast exam, mammogram, 
ages 40–64, same-day test re-
sults. Other free programs 
and services offered: health 
education resources,  pre-
ventative screening, wom-
en’s cancer screening pro-
gram and limited children’s 
activities

• Hospital campus park-
ing/transportation. Women 
should expect to wait two to 
three hours for their test re-
sults.

Cervical and breast free 
cancer screenings for women 
ages 21 to 64 who are unin-
sured or underinsured.  Call 
to register (718) 920-4600.

Food Truck Fest!

Craving something differ-
ent?  Join us for a Multi-Cul-
tural/Ethnic Food & Dessert 
Truck Fest! Friday, April 21 
and Monday, April 24, 10:30 
a.m. to 4:30 p.m. in front of 
the Rotunda at Jacobi Hos-
pital on Pelham Parkway 
South.  For further informa-
tion call Nery Munoz (718) 
918-8219.

You can also learn more 
about our elder law and special 
needs practice at www.planto-
dayfortomorrow.  

To see your question in this 
column email  smd@mfd-law.
com.  
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(back, l-r) Michael Bernard, VMA Physical Education director; Joseph Imperatrice, Blue Lives 
Matter NYC founder; NYPD assistant chief Edward Delatorre; Iran ‘The Blade’ Barkley; Zah-
raa Majeed, detective investigator for NYS Attorney General Schneiderman; Carlos Delgado, 
Blue Lives Matter NYC co-founder with Delatorre’s grandchildren (front, l-r) Dillon, Connor, 
Annabella and McKenna. Photo by Silvio Pacifi co

(l-r) Lt. Michael Martile, John Marano, U.S. Marine major Frank Parisi, Dafney McGrath, Patri-
cia Ann McDonald, Anthony Faciglia, assistant chief Delatorre and Michael Bernard. 
 Photo by Silvio Pacifi co

Villa Maria Academy hosted its 28th annual Detective Steven McDonald Evening of Champions Dinner Awards Ceremony on Wednesday, April 12 to recognize Villa’s Fitness Champions from 
kindergarten through eighth grade emphasizing physical education’s importance and to honor McDonald’s memory. The time honored Evening of Champions was renamed in honor of Mc-
Donald who passed away this January after surviving a life changing shooting in the line of duty. The brutal attack paralyzed McDonald from the neck down rendering him a quadriplegic 
who depended on a ventilator to breathe. McDonald forgave his attacker and dedicated his life toward spreading a message of courage, dedication and forgiveness to everyone he met.

VMA’S DET. MCDONALD EVENING OF CHAMPIONS

In observance of Good Friday, St. Philip Neri Church re-enacted the Passion of Jesus Christ 
on Friday, April 14. The annual event featured participants dressed as Roman centurions 
leading a man portraying Jesus walking through the neighborhood as he carried the cross 
to St. Philip Neri Church where a re-enactment of the crucifi xion unfolded.

ST. PHILIP NERI’S GOOD FRIDAY PROCESSION

A man portrayed Jesus Christ during his crucifi xion at Golgotha. Photo by Miriam Quin

Assemblyman Crespo (back, 2nd from l) and Councilman Salamanca (back, 4th from l) en-
joyed celebrating Easter Sunday with Erma Cava Senior Center residents. 
 Photo courtesy of Councilman Rafael Salamanca’s Offi ce

Councilman Rafael Salamanca and Assemblyman Marcos Crespo surprised seniors at the 
Erma Cava Senior Center with fl owers to celebrate Easter on Sunday, April 16. Salamanca 
and Crespo are working to ensure all seniors have access to quality senior center space, 
meal programs and more affordable senior housing opportunities in the community.

ERMA CAVA ELDERS CELEBRATE EASTER

The Soundview Community Drug Free Coalition enjoyed its productive monthly meeting. Photo by Silvio Pacifi co

The Soundview Community Drug Free Coali-
tion met for its monthly meeting on Tuesday, 
April 11 at Odyssey House. The coalition cel-
ebrated the successful fi ling of the 2017 DFC 
Application, discussed its ‘What Now’ strat-
egy and hosted a focus group with adoles-
cents in recovery.

SOUNDVIEW
DRUG FREE 
COALITION

MEETS
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A heartbroken Mrs. Franco spoke to the media about her 
daughter’s murder. Photo by Silvio Pacifi co

Local community, clergy and residents joined Jacobi Medical 
Center’s violence interruption program Stand Up to Violence 
to rally against gun violence on Tuesday, April 11 at 761 E. 214th 
Street. nThe rally was held in response to the fatal shooting of 
Margarita Franco, 26, on Sunday, April 2 at the same location.

SUV RALLIES AGAINST
 FRANCO SHOOTING 

The Easter Bunny hopped all the way over to Allerton for the 
Allerton International Merchants Association’s Easter celebra-
tion on Saturday, April 15 at the Sanz Banquet Hall.

EASTER BUNNY VISITS THE SANZ

Deputy inspector Hennessy (l) and Councilman Salamanca (2nd from r) honored offi cers Figueroa (2nd from l) and McIver 
(r) for their dedication and service to the community. Photo courtesy of Councilman Rafael Salamanca’s Offi ce

Councilman Rafael Salamanca and deputy inspector Brian Hennessy, 40th Precinct commanding offi cer, congratulated 
offi cer Figueroa and her partner, offi cer McIver as Cops of the Month for the precinct.

SALAMANCA HONORS 40TH PCT. COPS

Councilman Salamanca (back, c) and Dr. Thomas Isekenegbe (back, 2nd from l), Bronx Community College president, with 
future leaders and their parents. Photo courtesy of Councilman Rafael Salamanca’s Offi ce

Councilman Rafael Salamanca recently met future leaders from the Bronx whose parents are enrolled at Bronx Commu-
nity College.n Salamanca is supporting Early Childhood Educational Programming to ensure children have a place to go 
while their parents further their educations.

EARLY CHILDHOOD OPPORTUNITIES SECURED

Sophia Gomez colored her Easter egg to match her hair.
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Councilman Salamanca (r) presented Honeywell Meat Market a City Council certifi cate. Pho-
to courtesy of Councilman Rafael Salamanca’s Offi ce

Councilman Rafael Salamanca recently presented City Council certifi cates to local small 
businesses that have been stalwart staples of the south Bronx community. Salamanca be-
lieves that Bronxites need to promote and protect the borough’s small businesses which 
often contribute much to our communities.

SALAMANCA HONORS SMALL BIZ

Councilman Salamanca (front, c) rallied with 32BJ workers to demand fair wages and better benefi ts from housing developers and management companies. 
 Photo courtesy of Councilman Rafael Salamanca’s Offi ce

Councilman Rafael Salamanca recently joined 32BJ workers for a rally urging housing developers and management companies to pay workers fair wages and offer better benefi ts. For 
affordable housing projects which require his approval in the south Bronx, Salamanca is requiring developers to treat workers fairly and to hire locally whenever possible.

WORKERS RALLY FOR GOOD PAYING JOBS

St. Barnabas High School is taking a trip back to the Roaring Twenties for its lively student 
production of ‘The Drowsy Chaperone’. Set during the era embodying the beginning of mod-
ern America, the musical within a comedy is scheduled for Friday, April 28 at 7 p.m. and 
Saturday, April 29 at 1 p.m. Doors open half a hour before curtain and all tickets are $10 at 
the door. For additional information, contact the school at (718) 325-8800.

ST. BARNABAS HS TO PERFORM
‘DROWSY CHAPERONE’

(l-r) Gangster #1 sophomore Lauren Clarke, ‘Kitty’ freshman Jamie Lynn Figueroa and Gang-
ster #2 sophomore Samantha McNally jazzed it up during dress rehearsal. 
 Photo courtesy of St. Barnabas High School
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For security purposes, NO backpacks allowed. Random security and bag checks. An activity of the Greater New York Automobile Dealers Association.
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Upcoming Wave Hill events
Arbor Weekend at Wave 

Hill: 
Friday, April 28: Garden 

Walk: Notable Trees Of Wave 
Hill: Walk with Director of 
Horticulture Louis Bauer to 
see some of his favorites from 
the living collection. 

Saturday, April 29; Sun-
day, April 30; Sunday, April 30: 
Family Art Project: Barking 
Up A Wave Hill Tree: With wax 
crayons and paper, visit some 
of Wave Hill’s treasured trees 
and have a tactile experience 
through observation, touch, 
and simple, but rich, bark rub-
bings. Using these rubbings, 
work with burlap, cheesecloth, 
strips of leather, craft paper 
and yarn to create a collection 
of rich textures and bark-in-
spired designs. 

Saturday, April 29; Sunday, 
April 30: In The Shop: Wood-
turning Demonstration With 
Artisan Chris Busak: He will 
perform an woodturning dem-
onstration in The Shop’s court-
yard, and present his hand-
turned, wooden bowls. 

Saturday, April 29; Sunday, 
April 30: Garden Highlights 
Walk: Join in for an hour-long 
tour of garden highlights. 

Saturday, April 29: Junior 
Arborist Station: Kids ages fi ve 
and up are invited to don tree-
climbing harnesses and hard-
hats and ascend into the can-
opy of the old sugar maple tree 
to get a birds-eye view of Wave 
Hill. Arborists from Almstead 
Tree and Shrub Care are on 
hand to assist, as well as an-
swer questions. 

Saturday, April 29: Neigh-
borhood Walk: Trees Of River-
dale: Horticultural Interpreter 
Charles Day leads a walk to 
meet some most impressive, ar-
boreal neighbors. 

Saturday, April 29; Sunday, 
April 30: Garden Walk: Trees 
And The Designed Landscape: 
Take a stroll with director of 
Public Programs Laurel Rim-
mer to see how trees enhance 
the design of the gardens at 
Wave Hill. 

Saturday, April 29: Cooking 
Demo–A Tasty Tree: Cooking 
With Juniper: Horticultural In-
terpreter Charles Day explains 
the origin of this spice while a 
chef from Great Performances 
inspires with some prepared 
recipes. 

Saturday, April 29: Gallery 

Tour: Wave Hill’s Curatorial 
Fellow will lead a tour of the 
exhibitions in Glyndor Gal-
lery. The group show, Outcasts: 
Women in the Wilderness, ex-
plores how women have been 
treated and portrayed as out-
casts in history, myth and bib-
lical legend. 

Sunday, April 30: Art Work-
shop: Woodgrain Prints And 

Monoprints: In this printmak-
ing workshop with artist Wen-
nie Huang, combine monoprint 
methods with direct printing 
from cut-wood sections to cre-
ate works in ink, mixed media 
and/or text. 

Wave Hill is located at 675 
West 252nd Street. For more 
information call (718) 549-3200 
ext. 232.

Wave Hill Junior Arborist Station.                          Photo courtesy of  Erica Berger
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We’ll help take the mystery 
out of cremation.

Family Owned & Operated for over 60 years

John Patrick Shanley, fi lm writer, raised in the Bronx
When fl ipping through “AM 

New York” some time ago, I 
came across a review of “Store-
front Church” that was less 
than fl attering.  I was quite sur-
prised as John Patrick Shanley 
has an excellent reputation as 
a fi ne writer and is also adept 
at acting and directing, hav-
ing cut his teeth on stage pro-
ductions such as “Welcome 
to the Moon” in 1982, “Danny 
and the Deep Blue Sea” in 1983, 
“Savage in Limbo” in 1984, et. 
al.   I checked other reviews to 
broaden my opinion but found 
mostly positive comments al-
though it has been cited as 
somewhat unwieldy.  “Store-
front Church” was the third in-
stallment of his “Church and 
State” trilogy.

I attended a stage produc-
tion of “Doubt” and it actu-
ally left me in doubt which, no 
doubt, was the author’s inten-
tion.  That play, by the way, won 
the Pulitzer Prize for Drama in 
2005 along with a Tony Award 
for Best Play.  When “Doubt” 
was adapted as a fi lm star-
ring Meryl Streep in 2008, it 
was directed by Shanley and 
fi lmed primarily in the Bronx.  
The story, set in 1964, revolves 
around a nun, Sister Aloysius, 

who suspects that a popular 
priest, Father Flynn, is sexually 
involved with a young boy who 
is a student at the parish school 
and later openly confronts the 
priest about it.   She also in-
volves another much younger 
nun and even approaches the 
student’s mother who refuses 
to believe it but does set loose 
another doubt.   Shanley cer-
tainly has no fear in exploring 
some of the darker corners of 
life. Doubt was inspired by a 
relative who was abused by a 
priest and got away with it even 
after the family complained.  
He loves to expose and question 
authority.   

 When he expanded into fi lm 
in 1987 with “Moonstruck,” he 
won an Oscar for Best Original 
Screenplay as well as an Acad-
emy Award.  The movie starred 
Cher, Nicholas Cage, Danny 
Aiello, Olympia Dukakis, and 
Vincent Gardenia and had a 
box offi ce gross of over 150 mil-
lion dollars.   His other works 

are far too numerous to men-
tion here but have also added to 
his recognition and fame. 

Born in 1950, Shanley is the 
combined product of a come-
day, go-day mother and a strong 
Irish Catholic father from West-
meath who settled down to 
raise is family in the Van Nest 
area of the east Bronx sending 
his fi ve children to parochial 
school.  John, like most young 
men of that era, was looking for 
something that didn’t exist. He 
was searching for himself, but 
that self had yet to be formed.  
He tried the usual jobs open for 
uneducated Irish Americans 
such as an elevator operator 
or bartender before enrolling 
in college.  After just one year, 
he enlisted in the U. S. Marine 
Corps.  Upon being mustered 
out of the Marine Corps, he re-
enrolled in NYU and that was 
his salvation. He graduated in 
1977 as valedictorian and it was 
his education that gave him a 
new lease on life.

Shanley adopted two boys 
in 1992 with actress wife Jayne 
Haynes, one he refers to as Tex-
Mex and the other as a blond, 
blue-eyed Celt. The couple has 
split up years ago and the boys, 
who used to spend their week-
ends with him still hold him 
high on a pedestal. When Shan-
ley was operated on for glau-
coma, they were what might be 
described as overly-protective.  
That, in itself, is one reason 
that I respect him and hold him 

in high regard.   They adore 
their father and that says a lot 
about the man. 

 John Patrick Shanley must 
have a special place in his 
heart for the Bronx as he has 
used it as a backdrop for any 
number of his plays and fi lms.    
The borough thought enough 
of him to induct him into the 
Bronx Hall of Fame on the 
Grand Concourse in 2004 along 
with Bobby Darin and other ce-
lebrities. 

JOHN PATRICK SHANLEY

REPRINTED FROM 7/5/2012
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“Look as beautiful as you are….”

FillersBotox

Must present AD or coupon for offer 
CERTAIN RESTRICTIONS APPLY

Offering
the latest in

Laser Hair Removal     

Botox   

Fillers 

Scleratherapy 

Skin Peel

Electrolysis

Hormone Replacement Therapy

hCG Weight Loss Program

Got Hair?
M E DIC A L  A E S TH E TIC S

3611A East Tremont Ave.  Bronx, NY 347-281-5576

$100 OFF
YOUR FIRST TREATMENT

INTRODUCING KYBELLA BY ALLERGAN

(LIMITED TIME OFFER. FIRST 10 PATIENTS)

Important Safety Information
What is KYBELLA®
KYBELLA® is a prescription medi-
cine used in adults to improve the 
appearance and profile of moderate 
to severe fat below the chin (submen-
tal fat), also called “double chin.” It 
is not known if KYBELLA® is safe 
and effective for use outside of the 
submental area and in children less 
than 18 years of age
Please see additional Important 
Safety Information inside.

Bothered by the 
fullness* beneath 

your chin?

It’s time for you to dust of your 
crime fi ghters cape and squeeze your-
self into those spandex superhero 
tights and then join Bronx Commu-
nity College on Saturday, April 22,   
for the 11th Annual Kids’ Comic 

Con at BCC. All aspiring caped cru-
saders will converge at Bronx Com-
munity College’s Colston Hall. 

The free comic book and graphic 
novel event will be held from 10 a.m. 
to 6 p.m.. Since 2006 BCC has hosted 
the Kids’ Comic Con as a vehicle for 
supporting reading, writing, and art 
in the Bronx. 

Author and educator Alex Sim-
mons and BCC’s director of Collabor-
ative Education, Gene Adams created 
the Kids’ Comic Con to provide young 
people in the Bronx with an opportu-
nity to experience the wonder and fun 
of the larger costly downtown comic 
conventions, in a family friendly and 
free environment. Each year over 700 
children and their families partici-
pate in KCC.

Simmons and Adams are sup-
ported by a dedicated group of comic 
book industry professionals who vol-
unteer their time and talent by offer-
ing workshop on drawing techniques, 
writing, and careers in the comic 
book industry. 

“Since our inception artist and 
writers from the major publishing 
houses such as Marvel Comics, Ar-
chie comics, and VIZ Media have par-
ticipated in KCC”. said Adams.  

In addition student leaders from 
the BCC Offi ce of Student Life clubs 
and organization will be on hand to 
assist with workshops, coordinate en-
tertainment activities and assist the 
many book vendors. 

The universe of comic books today 
generates billions of dollars from pub-
lications, movies, and retail products. 
Comics have also revolutionized the 
use of computer graphic technology 

and created many new and innovative 
career pathways. 

The Kids’ Comic Con at BCC en-
courages young people to explore 
their artistic passions and possible 
career opportunities in areas that in-
clude; publishing, business, science 
and technology, and media. 

“New technologies that include so-
cial media have made writing and pub-
lishing more accessible for young art-
ist. KCC is a tool for inspiring youth 
and helping them fi nd vehicles for ex-
pression”, said Adams.

* * *

BronxWorks announces a cel-
ebration honoring 1130 Grand Con-
course, now the BronxWorks Caro-
lyn McLaughlin Community Center 
(CMCC), for 90 years of service to the 
community. 

The celebration will also feature a 
rededication to CMCC’s newly reno-
vated pool, and John Weed, the Bronx-
Works Assistant executive director, 
will give a presentation on the build-
ing’s rich history. 

The event will be held at 1130 Grand 
Concourse on Friday, April 28, from 11 
a.m. to 1 p.m. Light refreshments will 
be served. Local representatives and 
community members are invited to at-
tend. 

For questions or to RSVP, call Bes-
sie Taliaferro at etaliaferro@bronx-
works.org or (646) 393-4004.

* * *

The Bronx Academy of Art & 

Dance presents its annual spring 
dance festival The Boogie Down 
Dance Series from Friday, April 28 
to Saturday, May 27, at BAAD!, 2474 
Westchester Square.  

The BOogie Down Dance Series 
makes way for professional, contem-
porary dance in the Bronx and takes 
its title from the borough’s nickname, 
The Boogie Down.  

The festival features dance that vi-
brates with Bronx energy and a diver-
sity of expressions from around the 
city. 

Tickets for concerts costs $25 - $10 
with some free events and discounts 
available for students, seniors, groups, 
Bronx Cultural Card Holders, NALAC 
(National Association of Latino Art 
and Cultures and to Bronx residents.  

Call (718) 918-2110 or visit website: 
www.BAADBronx.org for tickets, in-
formation and directions.  

The Boogie Down Dance Series is 
sponsored in part by the New York 
State Council on the Arts, The New 
York City Department of Cultural Af-
fairs and the Mertz Gilmore Founda-
tion.

Annual Kids’ Comic 
Con; BronxWorks 

gala; BAAD concerts

Since our inception, 
artists and writers from 

the major publishing 
houses such as Marvel 
Comics, Archie comics, 

and VIZ media have 
participated in KCC.

Gene Adams
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TOP DRIVER DISTRACTIONS
ADVERTORIAL

Using mobile phones
Leading the list of the 

top distractions behind the 
wheel are mobile phones. 
Phones now do more than 
just place calls, and driv-
ers often cannot pull away 
from their phones, even 
when driving. According to 
the California Department 
of Motor Vehicles, studies 
have shown that driving 
performance is lowered 
and the level of distraction 
is higher for drivers who 
are heavily engaged in cell 

phone conversations. The 
use of a hands-free device 
does not lower distraction 
levels. The percentage of 
vehicle crashes and near-
crashes attributed to di-
aling is nearly identical 
to the number associated 
with talking or listening. 

Daydreaming
Many people will admit 

to daydreaming behind 
the wheel or looking at a 
person or object outside of 
the car  for too long. Per-

haps they’re checking out 
a house in a new neighbor-
hood or thought they saw 
someone they knew on the 
street corner. It can be easy 
to veer into the direction 
your eyes are focused, caus-
ing an accident. In addition 
to trying to stay focused on 
the road, some drivers pre-
fer the help of lane depar-
ture warning systems.

Eating
Those who haven’t quite 

mastered walking and 

chewing gum at the same 
time may want to avoid 
eating while driving. The 
majority of foods require a 
person’s hands to be taken 
off of the wheel and their 
eyes to be diverted from the 
road. Reaching in the back 
seat to share some French 
fries with the kids is also 
distracting. 

Try to eat meals before 
getting in the car. For 
those who must snack 
while en route, take a 
moment to pull over at 

a rest area and spend 10
minutes snacking there 
before resuming the
trip.

Reading
Glancing at an adver-

tisement, updating a Fa-
cebook status or reading
a book are all activities 
that should be avoided 
when driving. Even pour-
ing over a traffic map or 
consulting the digital 
display of a GPS system 
can be distracting.
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SUV CRASHES INTO RITE AID

An elderly man crashed into a Rite Aid over the weekend. On Saturday, April 15 at around 
11:15 a.m. asenior lost control of his SUV jumping the curb and hit the wall of a Rite Aid on 
853 Longwood Avenue off Westchester Avenue. The man, whose name was not released, 
was taken to Lincoln Hospital for treatment. Police from the 41st Precinct and FDNY Ladder 
Trucks 42 and 82 responded to the scene.                         Photo by Edwin Soto

place October 12, 1776. 
Sorin said she hopes to create a 

small park that celebrates that history 
in the area.

This year’s goal is make Westchester 
Square into a historic, cultural corri-
dor, Sorin said.

“This grant will go towards tours, 
bringing artists to the area, and really 
branding it as a place to come for the 
arts, and bringing in little stores that 
compliment that theme,” Sorin said.  

Huntington Free Library and Read-
ing Room president Tom Casey said 
the Battle of Westchester Creek played 
a pivotal role in allowing Washington’s 
escape to Pennsylvania from British 
forces that had landed near Throggs 
Neck, thus saving the General’s forces 
(and likely the revolution itself) early 
in the campaign. The stories from that 
battle could help draw history buffs, 
he said.

“There is a monument over by 
White Castle that mentions the battle, 
but we’re looking to do a little more to 
(document) where the cannons were 
placed, where the troops landed, where 
exactly was the bridge…those sort of 
things,” Casey said.

SBS funding has already allowed 
the BID to hire an actor to dress as a 
Revolutionary War soldier character 
that interact with young people for the 
Fair on the Square, and possibly a tour 
of the historic St. Peter’s Episcopal 
Church cemetery on Halloween.

The Bronx Council on the Arts as-
sisted Sorin in procuring the grant by 
writing a recommendation, said direc-
tor Barbara Prete. 

The council sees the Westchester 
Square area as an up and coming com-
munity with a lot of cultural potential, 
and will soon be the home to a new 
headquarters at 2700 East Tremont 
Avenue at the former site of a former 
Chase Morgan bank.

Westchester Square BID 
receives cultural grant 
From page 1

A marker outside the Westchester Square White Castle marks the location of the Battle of 
Westchester Creek. The battle will be one of the focuses of a new BID campaign to attract 
tourism to the area.                              Photo by Arthur Cusano

in the third degree and possession of 
gambling records in the second de-
gree.

The names of those arrested were 
not released because the case is still 
ongoing.

Alps said the offi cers recovered 
thousands of dollars in addition to 
gambling instruments such as playing 
cards and poker chips.

He said at the time of the arrests lo-
cal residents thanked the offi cers for 
their service.

Alps also discussed why having 
such an establishment can be harmful 
to a community.

“These types of operations - such as 
unlicensed social clubs with unregu-
lated gambling - often lead to violence 
and a multitude of criminal activity,” 
said Alps. “Add in the fact that intoxi-
cants were being served at the location 
unlawfully, the probability of violence 

49 shuts down gambling operation
From page 1 or disputes occurring increases.”

He continued, “Another factor to 
consider, when large sums of money 
are being displayed openly it attracts 
a violent criminal element who may 
target the location to rob.”

Tony Signorile, president of the 
Morris Park Community Association, 
said he was aware of the social club as-
pect of the beauty salon but was disap-
pointed to hear about the illegal gam-
bling taking place.

“Shame on them,” said Signorile. 
“We don’t particularly care to have 
those type of clubs in our commu-
nity.”

“If they were gambling they got 
what they deserved,” Signorile con-
tinued. “No club should be allowed to 
gamble in the community. It portrays 
the wrong impression of our commu-
nity when people do that.”

The Bronx Times found  the Blow 
Styling Bar closed and no one avail-
able to comment.

Shop In Our 
Classified 

Pages 
and Save 

Money

The NYPD shut down an illegal gambling operation at the Blow Styling Bar on Friday, April 14.
 Photo Courtesy of Robert Christie
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“I just wanted to lead these young guys and even 
the guys in my age group. I wanted to push them 
and keep their heads up when we’re down.”
ELIJAH BUCHANAN . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 67

BY LAURA AMATO
Lil’ Bit is going to the Big 

East. 
Monsignor Scanlan point 

guard Chanell Williams has 
always embraced her nick-
name. She’s been Lil’ Bit for 
as long as she can remember, 
a tiny package nearly burst-
ing with talent and determi-
nation and, she’s certain, both 
of those things will translate 
to the next level. 

Williams signed her Na-
tional Letter of Intent to Prov-
idence College on April 12, ce-
menting her future and, more 
importantly, bringing a lil’ bit 
of Bronx-based combativeness 
to the Big East. 

“All my life, I was under-
picked because of my height, 
but that only made me want to 
be a better player,” Williams 
said. “It made me want to play 
hard and work hard. I’m here 
now.”

Williams was a force to be 
reckoned with on the court 
this season, sparking Scan-
lan as she settled into a leader-
ship role with the Crusaders. 
It was a brand-new look for the 
guard, but Williams found a 
way to make it all work and, 
as soon as she did, Providence 
took notice. 

The Friars reached out 
towards the end of the regu-
lar season and Williams was 
quick to consider the possibil-
ity. 

After all, she always knew 
she could compete. She just 
needed an opportunity. 

“They started popping up 
just before we hit playoffs, so 
I started hearing about them 
more and I started focusing 
on them a little bit more,” Wil-
liams said. “I just started to 
like the feeling of them and I 
went to the visit and every-
thing changed.”

Williams visited campus 
in February – just before lead-
ing Scanlan back to a CHSAA 
state championship appear-
ance – and as soon as her feet 
landed in Rhode Island, she 
knew she’d found a brand-new 
basketball home. 

Williams 
ready for next 
step, signs to 
Providence

BY ROBERT COLE
It was a perfect day, but the 

Monroe baseball team hardly 
noticed the sunshine or the 
blue sky when the Eagles 
walked off the fi eld on April 
14. 

Monroe fell 3-2 to Midwood 
in extra innings, dropping a 
disappointing matchup in the 
program’s 48th annual Mon-
roe Baseball Tournament 
Championship. 

In what could be a pre-
view of this year’s PSAL AAA 
championship game, the ex-
citement surrounding this 
game was high, and fans in 
attendance were treated to a 
game that lived up to the hype, 
but the Eagles couldn’t quite 
mask their disappointment at 
coming up short

“I am defi nitely grieving af-
ter the lost,” said senior third 
baseman Jason Pineda, ex-

pressing the disappointment 
that he and his teammates 
wore on their faces during the 
awards presentation.

Monroe started the game 
by giving extra opportuni-
ties to Midwood. In the fi rst 
inning, Monroe’s Daniel Gar-
cia walked three consecutive 
batters and an Eagles error 
allowed Midwood to take an 
early 1-0 lead.

Midwood scored it second 
run in the next inning on an 
RBI single by James Shea, 
scoring Tylor Martinez, who 
singled earlier in the inning.

Still, Monroe refused to 
go down without a fi ght and 
the squad’s defense stepped 
up when it had to. Sophomore 
reliever Angel Ventura shut 
down the Midwood offense al-
lowing the Eagles the opportu-
nity to get back in the game.

Monroe scored its fi rst run 

of the day in the third inning. 
Harry Vargas led off with a 
single to left fi eld and, with 
two outs, Michigan-bound 
Pineda hit a blast off the left-
fi eld fence for a RBI double, 
scoring Vargas.

Pineda, who won the tour-
nament’s batting champion 
award, hitting .560 with 12 
RBI’s, hit his second RBI dou-
ble with two outs in the fi fth, 
to score Miguelange Toribio, 
tying the score at two-all and 
forcing the game into extras.

As in the fi rst inning, ex-
tra opportunities would cost 
Monroe. With a runner on 
fi rst, Midwood’s Christophe 
Kelly hit a line drive to right. 
Right fi elder Nunez Wilson 
missed the diving attempt, al-
lowing Jared Ramos to round 
the bases for home.

The relay to the plate beat 
Ramos, however, the ball 

bounced under the catcher’s 
glove and the winning run 
crossed the plate for the 3-2 
win.

“When you play a good 
team, you can’t walk guys...
you can’t make errors and 
give the other team extra run-
ners,” said Monroe coach Mi-
chael Turo, on the emotional 
loss. “We beat two good teams, 
Tottenville and George Wash-
ington, by playing fl awless 
baseball and we won.”

There’s still a good chunk 
of regular season left to play 
and while losing in the tourna-
ment was frustrating, Monroe 
is determined to build off this 
feeling. After all, the chances 
of seeing Midwood again are 
pretty good. 

“We can learn that we have 
to stay ahead in the count,” 
Pineda said. “And we have to 
be aggressive.”

EAGLES 
STUMBLE IN 

EXTRAS,
FALL TO

MIDWOOD IN
TOURNAMENT 

FINAL
Jason Pineda celebrates his second RBI-double of the game during the 48th Monroe Baseball Tournament Final between Midwood and Monroe on 
April 14. Photo by Robert Cole

Continued on Page 67
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BY LAURA AMATO
Bronx boys basketball was back on 

top this season. 
Cardinal Hayes led the charge, tak-

ing the city by surprise as the young 
Cardinals squad took down Archbishop 
Molloy to clinch the program’s fi rst 
“AA” city title in years. Mount St. Mi-
chael also impressed in the CHSAA, 
capturing the Archdiocesan title. 

On the public school side, Walton 
grabbed an emotional come-from-behind 
victory in the PSAL “A” city champion-
ship, scoring the game-winning bucket 
at the buzzer and notching an appear-
ance in the Federation fi nal. Fannie Lou 
Hamer grabbed its own city title, defeat-
ing borough foe South Bronx Prep in the 
fi nal. Wings Academy, meanwhile, de-
fended its borough title with yet another 
victory in the tournament. 

Of course, these teams wouldn’t have 
succeeded without the talented players 
on their rosters. Read on to see who was 
among the best in the Bronx this win-
ter. 

Player of the Year:

Elijah Buchanan

Mount St. Michael

Coach of the Year:

Joe Lods

Cardinal Hayes

The long-time Cardinals coach got 
his squad back to the top this season, 
bouncing back after an early-round 
loss in the Archdiocesan to clinch a 
city championship. Lods focused Hayes’ 
game plan on the team’s strengths and 
the squad never backed down from a 
shot, no matter where it was on the 
court. The Cardinals will look to defend 
their title next season as well, bringing 
back a good chunk of this year’s champi-
onship roster. 

FIRST TEAM

Isaiah Washington

Senior, St. Raymond’s

The Minnesota-bound point guard 
was a scoring machine for the Ravens 
this season. Washington, whose “Jelly 
Fam” movement drew national atten-
tion this winter, averaged 25.6 points per 
game and wrapped up his career as the 
all-time leading scorer at St. Raymond’s. 
He was also named New York State Mr. 
Basketball. 

Joe Touissant

Sophomore, Cardinal Hayes

He might have been young, but Tou-
issant didn’t play that way. The Cardi-
nals point guard settled into his fi rst 
starting season with ease, sparking the 
Hayes offense with smooth assists and 
perfect set-ups. Touissant also chipped 
in points of his own, averaging 15 points 
per game.

Jose Perez, Senior

Wings Academy

The long-time Wings standout saved 
his best for his fi nal season on the court 

this winter. Perez packed his stat line 
23.1 points and 7.2 rebounds per game, 
attacking the basket and draining jump-
ers from any spot on the court. The 
guard/forward is expected to take his 
game to prep school next year. 

Tyrese Williams

Junior, Cardinal Hayes

The Cardinals lived on three-point-
ers this season and Williams was a big 
reason why the squad survived. The 
guard averaged 15.5 points per game, 
but scored over 20 points in 17 differ-
ent games, including a 28-point per-
formance during the season. If Hayes 
needed a big shot, Williams was one of 
the best options to take it. 

DeMarley Smith

Senior, Eagle Academy

In his fi rst year with the squad, 
Smith stepped into a leadership role 
with ease, setting the tone on both sides 
of the ball. He led the Eagles in scoring, 
averaging 17.9 points per game as the 
squad advanced to the borough fi nal. 
Smith added 15 points in four playoff 
games as well as 5.2 assists. 

SECOND TEAM

Boubacar Komisoko

Senior, Wings Academy

Komisoko didn’t have the most im-
posing presence on the court, but he 
regularly set opposing defenses back on 
their collective toes with his jumpshot. 
The senior guard averaged 16.2 points, 
fi ve rebounds and four assists, helping 
to lead Wings to a borough title and 
PSAL semifi nal appearance. 

Keiffer Punter

Senior, All Hallows

The squad that surprised just about 
everyone during the postseason got 
its spark from Punter and his shoot-
ing technique. The senior led the team 
in scoring this season, averaging 15.8 
points per game. He also notched a sea-
son-best 38-point performance and was 
named to the CHSSA second-team All-
League honors. 

Omar Silverio

Junior, St. Raymond’s

As consistent with his jumpshot 
as he was on the block, Silverio was a 
much-needed physical presence for the 
Ravens this season. He averaged 13.4 
points per game and was another scor-
ing threat when opposing defenses fo-
cused their collective energy on Wash-
ington. 

Jordan Gaitley

Senior, Fordham Prep

The CHSAA “A” MVP, Gaitley was 
the driving force behind the Rams’ suc-
cess this season. The senior – whose 
mom is the head women’s hoops coach 
at Fordham – took a tactical approach 
to the game, which served him well, av-
eraging a league-leading 20.5 points per 
game. 

Tilquan Rucker

Senior, South Bronx Prep

The multi-year standout was noth-
ing short of dominant with the ball in 
his hands this year. Rucker led the en-
tire PSAL in scoring, averaging 37.44 
points per game. He didn’t stop there. 
He also averaged 10.6 rebounds and 10.8 
assists and, for good measure, notched 
33.7 points per game in four postseason 
matchups. 

THIRD TEAM

Terry Dawkins

Junior, Cardinal Hayes

The Hayes backcourt was chock-full 
of scoring threats and Dawkins was 
no different. He averaged just over 12 
points per game, but recorded 13 differ-
ent 20-point performances, including a 
season-high 25-point game. 

Andres Rivera

Senior, Walton

The guard, in his fi nal season with 
the squad, was a scoring force this win-
ter. He averaged a double-double, in-
cluding 19.8 points during the regular 
season and barely missed a step in the 
playoffs, chipping in 17.8 points as Wal-
ton grabbed a city championship. 

Charles Davis

Junior, Fannie Lou Hamer

The multi-season standout helped 
spark Fannie Lou back to the top of the 
city hoops mountain, racking up 20.76 
points and 13.76 rebounds during the 
regular season. He was just as impres-
sive in the playoffs, notching 17.4 points 
and 13 rebounds in fi ve games. 

Gabe Bryan

Senior, Monsignor Scanlan

The Crusaders were faced with a 

handful of up and down moments this 
season, but Bryan stayed focused. He 
wrapped up his fi nal season on the 
hardwood scoring 12 points per game, 
using each inch of his 6-foot-6 frame 
every time he touched the ball. 

Patrick Mahoney

Senior, Fordham Prep

An emotional leader for the Rams, 
Mahoney backed up his talk with 
stats in his fi nal season on the hard-
wood. He averaged 17.7 points per 
game and eclipsed the 20-point mark 
seven times. 

HONORABLE MENTION

Xavier Gibbs
Junior, Samuel Gompers

Joshua Moore
Senior, JFK

Deondre Bourne
Senior, Leman Prep

Christian Sturdivant
Senior, KIPP
Ali Sumareh

Junior, South Bronx Prep
Jake Klores

Senior, Riverdale
Tyree Morris

Junior, Fannie Lou Hamer
Arturo Sealey
Senior, Walton
Justyn Rodgers

Senior, Fieldston
Andy Rosario

Senior, Morris Campus
Dallas Watson

Junior, St. Raymond’s
William Santiago

Cardinal Spellman
Andy Rosario

Senior, Morris Educational Campus

2017 ALL-BRONX BOYS’ BASKETBALL HONORS

Cardinal Hayes guard Joe Toussaint helped direct one of the most high-powered offenses in 
the CHSAA this season, leading his team to a city championship. Photo by Robert Cole
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“I felt like I could see myself 
in a jersey,” Williams said. “I 
could see myself playing there 
for the next four years, doing 
my thing over there. I knew 
there was a lot of history there 
and I just thought I could make 
history there as well.”

Providence wasn’t the only 
school to express interest in 
Williams – or her jumpshot. 
Manhattan also offered, but 
Williams never quite felt to-
tally certain she’d be a good 
fi t with the Jaspers. And, 
once Providence was on the 
table, there wasn’t any way 
she could turn down the pos-
sibility of playing in the Big 
East. 

“I felt like I could play any-
where because knowing the 
way I work, I work hard,” Wil-
liams said. “I felt like every-

thing in the Big East would be 
better. The competition, the 
work, everything. It was all 
going to be better.”

Williams is counting the 
days until she can, fi nally, 
suit up in that Providence 
jersey, anxious to get back on 
the court and, most impor-
tantly, start dishing out as-
sists again. 

She already feels confi dent 
in the Friars’ game plan and, 
now, she’s just ready to take 
the next step. There weren’t 
any nerves when she put pen 
to paper on her NLI, just an-
other burst of determination 
and a readiness to prove her-
self all over again. 

“It’s a blessing knowing 
that I’ve got this scholarship,” 
Williams said. “It’s a great 
opportunity for the next four 
years.”

BY LAURA AMATO
Elijah Buchanan loves to put points 

on the board. 
This makes sense. He’s a basket-

ball player. He’s a competitor. He likes 
to win and, as far as Buchanan is con-
cerned, the best way to win is by put-
ting points on the board. 

The Mount St. Michael senior star 
did just that this winter, lifting his 
squad to an Archdiocesan title and, 
most importantly, racking up a con-
siderable of points. It’s for that reason 
that Buchanan is this year’s All-Bronx 
boys basketball Player of the Year. 

“I love scoring,” Buchanan said. 
“That’s really all there is to my ap-
proach.”

Buchanan lived up to his self-im-
posed reputation this winter, fi nish-
ing second in the league in scoring 
and averaging 22.4 points per game. 
He notched a season-high 36-point 
game and, for good measure, broke the 
20-point mark in 20 different games. 
That was a league best. 

Of course, stuffi ng that many 
points in his stat line meant one thing 
– Buchanan needed to score from ev-
erywhere. And he did. The forward 
was just as comfortable on the block 
or driving the lane as he was from be-
hind the arc and his multi-pronged 
shooting attack made it diffi cult for 
opposing defenders to slow him down. 

“If one game I’m not shooting that 
well, I know I can go down low,” Buch-
anan said. “And then the next game if 

I’m not driving too well, I’ll just turn it 
around and start shooting. That’s re-
ally it.”

Buchanan may have been focused 
on his stat line throughout the season, 
but he also felt he and his teammates 
had something to prove. Not many 
people expected Mount to make much 
noise in the CHSAA this season and 
the squad embraced its underdog role 
with ease, appreciating each victory 
just a bit more. 

“We knew we were the underdogs. 
Even when we were winning games, 
nobody believed in us and nobody 
thought we were going to win a cham-
pionship,” Buchanan said. “We wanted 
to prove people wrong so badly, so we 
just wanted to come out and play good 
and beat as many teams as we could.”

Buchanan knew the best way to 
lead his team to victories was to score, 
but he also relished his role off the 
court as well. One of the most expe-
rienced players on this year’s Mount 
roster, Buchanan stepped into his 
leadership role with ease. In fact, it 
was one of the things he enjoyed most 
about this year. 

“My role was to lead. It was that 
simple,” Buchanan said. “I just wanted 
to lead these young guys and even the 
guys in my age group. I wanted to push 
them and keep their heads up when 
were down.”

The season didn’t end perfectly 
– Mount fell in the quarterfi nals of 
the CHSAA intersectional playoffs – 

but Buchanan wouldn’t change a mo-
ment. 

He did his job. He put points on the 
board and helped his team and, now, 
he’s anxious to do that at the college 
level. 

“I’m trying to pick a college, choos-

ing the right one is really important,” 
Buchanan said. “It’s been exciting be-
cause I look at myself playing in col-
lege and I can’t wait. I want a college 
jersey and go into that big arena and 
playing against the best guys in the 
country.”

Top of the Mount:
Buchanan earns All-Bronx 
Player of the Year honors

from Page 65

Williams ready for next step, signs to Providence

Monsignor Scanlan point guard Chanell Williams (center) is all smiles with her parents after signing her NLI to 
play college hoops at Providence. CNG/Laura Amato

Mount St. Michael senior Elijah Buchanan was a force from every angle this season, racking 
up points and leading his teammates in his fi nal year on the hardwood. Photo by Robert Cole
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Offers exclude tax, tags and MV fees. Lessee responsible for maintenance, excessive wear/tear. Lease and finance offers †available with approved credit (Tier 1 FICO score of 740+) through Mazda Capital. 
*With lease or purchase of any new 2017 Mazda vehicle, max amount of $500, dealer must collect excess at signing if amount is over $500. Advertised offers are valid on in-stock inventory and may not be 

available at the time of selection. Vehicles are available on a first come first serve basis. ^Based on Mazda data for 2014-2016 New Car sales. Offers expire 4/30/17

149 EAST MAIN STREET, NEW ROCHELLE, NY 10801 • 914-595-1472
SALES HOURS: MON-THURS 9AM-9PM, FRI-SAT 9AM-6PM, SUNDAY 12PM-5PM   SERVICE HOURS: MON-FRI 8AM-6PM, SAT 8AM-4PM, SUNDAY CLOSED

MazdaofNewRochelle.com

Volume Mazda Dealer in the Bronx and Westchester^
3 YEARS IN A ROW!

ADDITIONAL NEW YORK AUTO SHOW BONUS SAVINGS AVAILABLE

AUTO SHOW
EVENT We’ll Make Your First Payment 

THIS WEEKEND ONLY *

Just a Sample of Our Value-packed Quality Pre-owned Vehicles

2014 Honda
 Accord Coupe EX-L

$16,695
Stk# MU2871A, V6, auto, 

61,415 mi

2014 Chevrolet  
Equinox LT w/2LT
$17,895

Stk# MU2844A, 4 cyl, auto, 
39,514 mi

2014 Mazda 
CX-5 Touring

$18,695
Stk# MU2839, 4 cyl, auto, 

25,468 mi

2013 Toyota 
Avalon

$18,895
Stk# MU2901A, 4 cyl, auto, 

26,975 mi

2014 Mercedes-Benz 
C300 Luxury 4-Matic

$21,895
Stk# MU2929A, 4 cyl, auto, 

30,941 mi

2013 Ford 
Explorer XLT

$22,995
Stk# MU2898A, V6, 43,767 mi

2014 Infiniti  
QX60

$26,495
Stk# MU2833A, V-6, auto, 

49,125 mi

2013 Lexus 
RX350

$26,995
Stk# MU2831A, V6, auto, 

5,617 mi

2014 Dodge 
Dart SXT

$10,795
Stk# MU2928A, 4 cyl, auto, 

44,731 mi

2011 Subaru
Impreza 2.5i Premium

$12,395
Stk# MU2897A, 4 cyl, auto, 

30,565  mi

2015 Chrysler
200 C

$13,695
Stk# MU2858A, 4 cyl, auto, 

44,711 mi

2015 Chevy
Malibu LT w/1LT
$15,695

Stk# MU2886A, 4 cyl, auto, 
17,921 mi

2017
Mazda3 
Sport Sedan

0%

$149
      APR
      Financing 
for up to 63 Months†

LEASE FOR 

OR

/MO.
for
36 mos

Stk #M17-1088, 4DR, 4 cyl., auto, MSRP: $20,030. *$2495 down pymt+ $0 1st mo. 
pymt+$0 sec dep = $2495 due at signing + tax, tags & mv fees. $595 bank fee included in 
lease. Ttl pymts/residual: $5364/$10,816.20. Includes 10K mi/year w/15¢/mile thereafter. 

FINANCE WITH

$2495 due at signing plus 
tax, tags and mv fees

2016.5 Mazda 
CX-5  
Sport AWD $169

      APR
      Financing 
for up to 63 Months†

LEASE FOR 

OR

/MO.
for
36 mos

Stk #M16-2624, 4DR, 4 cyl., auto, MSRP: $25,795. *$2985 down pymt+ $0 1st mo. 
pymt+$0 sec dep = $2995 due at signing + tax, tags & mv fees. $595 bank fee included in 

lease. Ttl pymts/residual: $6,444/$15,219. Includes 10K mi/year w/15¢/mile thereafter.

FINANCE WITH

$2985 due at signing plus 
tax, tags and mv fees

0%g
†

os Sport AWWWDDDDDDDDDDDDDDDDDDD

S k #M16 2624 4DR 4 l MSRP $25 795 *$2985 d

FI

$2

Last 3 Days
Friday to Sunday


