
April 14-20, 2017 Your Neighborhood — Your News®

SERVING THROGGS NECK, PELHAM BAY, COUNTRY CLUB, CITY ISLAND, WESTCHESTER SQUARE, MORRIS PARK, VAN NEST, PELHAM PARKWAY, CASTLE HILL

75 cents

Local precincts launch operation to stop ‘spotters’

ILLEGAL TOWING
CRACK DOWN
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Tasered man’s death ruled a homicide
TNLL Opening Day

Throgs Neck Little League got into the swing of the spring season 
at its annual Opening Day Celebration on Saturday, April 8 with a 
time honored parade and on-fi eld ceremony.

(Above, l-r) Anthony Arroyo and Nicky Toapha prepared for 
their fi rst game of the season. See more photos on page 49.
              Photo by Silvio Pacifi co

BY ROBERT WIRSING
A cause of death has been 

determined for a Pelham 
Bay man Tasered twice by a 
NYPD sergeant.

According to Julie Bolcer, 
NYC Offi ce of Chief Medical 
Examiner’s public affairs di-
rector, the medical examiner 
has ruled the police-involved 
death of Ariel Galarza a ho-
micide.

Galarza died from cardiac 
arrest following physical ex-
ertion, restraint and use of a 
conducted electrical weapon 
in a person with hyperten-
sive and atherosclerotic car-
diovascular disease, acute 
drug intoxication of cocaine 

and n-ethylpentylone and 
obesity.

The Drug Enforcement 
Administration classifi es n-
ethylpentylone as a type of 
synthetic cathinone, more 
commonly known as ‘bath 
salts’.

The National Institute on 
Drug Abuse stated synthetic 
cathinones are unregulated, 
mind-altering substances 
marketed as cheap substi-
tutes for other stimulants 
such as methamphetamine 
and cocaine.

OCME added Galarza’s 
death resulted from another 
person’s actions and not pri-
marily from natural causes.

“The classifi cation does 
not imply any statement about 
intent or culpability and as 
with all classifi cations made 
by OCME, the evaluation of 
the legal implications of this 
classifi cation is a function 
of the District Attorney and 
the criminal justice system,” 
Bolcer explained. 

As previously reported, 
45th Precinct police offi cers 
responded on Wednesday, No-
vember 2 at 5:35 p.m. to a call 
of an emotionally disturbed 
man armed with a knife be-
having violently at 1840 May-
fl ower Avenue.

BY PATRICK ROCCHIO
Commanders at some bor-

ough police precincts have 
launched operations to crack 
down on unscrupulous tow 
truck drivers after receiving 
complaints. 

Cops at the 45th Precinct, 
including its commanding of-
fi cer Captain Carlos Ghonz, 
told the public at a precinct 
council meeting on Thursday, 
April 6 that they had launched 
operations to stop ‘spotter’ tow 
trucks -  drivers who watch 
parking lots. 

These trucks wait for mo-
torists to leave a parking lot to 
go elsewhere before hooking 
up cars even though they do 
not have permission from the 
lot’s owner or manager to tow.

The NYC Department of 
Consumer Affairs, which reg-
ulates tow truck operators, 

requires that store managers 
sign off on any towing opera-
tions at establishment park-
ing lots, cops said. 

In some cases in the 45th 
Precinct, police said ‘spotters’ 
have been demanding fees in 
excess of the $62.50 ‘drop fee’ 
permissible for unhooking a 
car about to be towed. 

Some tow drivers are re-
questing as much as $150 in 
cash as the ‘drop fee’ in lieu 
of towing a vehicle, and not 
accepting credit cards as the 
DCA requires. 

Bob Bieder, 45th Precinct 
Community Council presi-
dent, said that the tow truck 
complaints were news to him. 

“I was surprised to hear 
about it – that it was going on 
in our community and hap-
pening on a regular basis all 
over the city,” said Bieder. 

“To hear that they are 
holding people hostage when 
they shouldn’t be, and towing 
them when they shouldn’t be 
(means) basically that they are 
stealing cars,” said Bieder.

The 45th Precinct is in the 
process of challenging the me-
dallions of tow operators who 
operate unlawfully in accor-
dance with DCA procedures, 
precinct personnel said at the 
meeting. 

In the neighboring 49th 
Precinct, Captain Thomas 
Alps commanding offi cer, said 
that they are addressing simi-
lar issues by giving notice of 
violations to tow truck opera-
tors to the DCA.

“We have been receiving 
complaints about excessive 
fees that violate DCA guide-
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Visit Our NEW Web-Site: www.reliablebronxdentist.com
Go To Our Blog To See Our Weekly Specials! 

Vist Our New Web-ite: www.reliablebronxdentist.com
For More Information Visit Us At 

www.bronxdentistny.com

(718) 547-5280
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Live in a world 
where a simple 
piece of plastic 
can keep your 
profits from  
going bad.

Let us advise you on how 
night case covers can prevent 
food waste and prolong shelf  
life, saving you money.
manage-energy.conEd.com

BY ROBERT CHRISTIE
Construction has started 

at the Bronx Whitestone and 
Throgs Neck bridges as the 
Metropolitan Transit Author-
ity gets set to introduce its 
new Open Road Tolling initia-
tive in the fall.

The MTA began lane clo-
sures on Wednesday, April 5 
to begin the necessary road 
work for the project.

The lane closures will con-
tinue throughout the spring 
and summer as the MTA fi n-
ishes the work.

For example, at the Throgs 
Neck Bridge from Friday, 
April 14 at 10 p.m. to Saturday, 
April 15 at 5 a.m., two south-
bound tolling lanes heading 
towards Queens will be closed 
for roadwork.

The MTA will notify the 
public of more impending lane 
closures as the work contin-
ues in the coming weeks.

The agency is asking that 
motorists give themselves am-
ple time to reach their destina-
tion while the work continues.

Once construction is com-
pleted, the former tolling lanes 
will become ‘gantries’ under 
which vehicles will pass un-

TN Bridge Open Road Tolling causes delays
der without stopping.

Cameras will be installed 
on the gantries and take a pic-
ture of each vehicle’s license 
plate as it passes underneath 
the new structure.

If a driver has an EZ-Pass 
tag, the toll will be charged to 
their account immediately.

If a driver does not have an 
EZ-Pass tag, a bill will be sent 
to the vehicle owner’s resi-
dence within 30 days.

Included in the initia-
tive are the the RFK, Verra-
zano-Narrow, and Rockaway 
bridges which begin open road 
tolling on Sunday, April 30.

The Hugh L. Carey Tunnel 
and the Queens Midtown Tun-
nel have had cashless tolling 
since January.

According to Governor 
Cuomo, open road tolling is 
expected to streamline com-
mutes and reduce inconve-
nience when using bridges 
and tunnels.

The method is expected to 
save commuters 21 hours of 
drive time per year, one mil-
lion gallons in gas annually 
and $2.3 million in gas per 
year.

Even though motorists no 

longer have to stop at tolls, 
that doesn’t mean they have a 
free pass to forget to pay tolls.

If motorists do not pay 
their tolls in a timely manner, 
the fi rst fi ne is $50. 

If motorists continues to 
forego payment late fees can 
accrue to as much as $100.

In the case of commercial 

vehicles, registrations will be 
suspended if unpaid tolls ex-
ceed $200.

Also, if a driver passes 
through a toll with a sus-
pended registration, cameras 
will capture the license plate, 
immediately alert the state 
trooper on site and that offi cer 
will pull over the driver.

In addition to the tolls, 
there will also be beautifi ca-
tion upgrades at each of the 
new tolling stations under the 
governor’s ‘New York Cross-
ings Project.’

Each of the stations will re-
ceive LED lighting, LED mes-
sage boards and artwork made 
from chainmail fabric.

Construction has started at the Throgs Neck Bridge as the Metropolitan Transit Authority gets set to introduce 
its new Open Road Tolling initiative in the fall.                                                 Photo by Robert Christie



BRONX TIMES REPORTER, APRIL 14-20, 20174    BTR

Your Neighborhood — Your News

Mail: Bronx Times
3604 E. Tremont Ave., 

Bronx, NY 10465
To Subscribe:

(718) 260-4595
General Phone:
(718) 260-4595

General Fax:
(718) 518-0038

News Phone: 
(718) 260-4597

News E-Mail: 
bronxtimes@cnglocal.com

Sports Phone: 
(718) 260-4597
Sports E-Mail: 

bronxtimes@cnglocal.com

Display Phone: 
(718) 260-4593

Classified Phone: 
(718) 260-2500

Display/Classified E-Mail: 
bronxtimes@cnglocal.com

Bronx Times Reporter (USPS #730390) 
is published weekly by Bronx Times 
Reporter, Inc., a subsidiary of  News 
Community Newspaper Holdings, Inc. 
Copyright © 2017. Periodicals  postage 
rate is being paid at the Bronx, N.Y. 
Post Offi ce. Subscriptions $15.00 per 
year. Postmaster, Send address changes 
to Bronx Times Reporter, 3604 East 
Tremont Avenue, Bronx, NY 10465. 
ISSN #8750-4499.

AMERICAN TURNERS NEW YORK 
748 Clarence Avenue, Bronx, NY 10465 
For more information call (718) 829-4200

When it’s Warm and Sunny… 

POOLS OPEN MEMORIAL DAY WEEKEND 
Children’s Swim Team – Adult Aqua Zumba 

Beach access for swimming, kayaking,… 
or lounging on the lawn 

Barbecues, Memorial Day, 4th of July, Labor Day Parties,
End of Season Talent Show

Enjoy Our Other Actvities
Gymnastics For Children, Ladies Exercise Classes

Fully-Equipped Nautilus & Weight Room, Basketball, 

Volleyball, Three-Table Pool Room, Children & Adult  Art 

Classes, Lectures, Special Events, Hikes,

Holiday Parties/Dances, Family Get Togethers

CLUB OPEN YEAR ROUND 

New Members Receive 25% Discount On Dues
All Other Fees Will Apply

around
townby Patrick Rocchio

The Bronx Times Reporter 
will publish your announce-
ments. Send announcements 
along with photo to: Bronx 
Times Reporter, 3604 E. Trem-
ont Avenue, Bronx, NY 10465 or 
e-mail Bronxtimes@aol.com. 
Please include a phone number 
or a way to contact you in case 
of questions. 

Hello readers and welcome 
to another edition of Around 
Town. 

Thank You 

 The family of Angelica 

Beard, who recently passed, 
has the following message for 
those offering their sympa-
thies in their time of grief: 

The words ‘thank you’ seem 
so small compared to the love 
and kindness that you have 
shown our family in such trou-
bling times. 

Thank you to the entire Mt. 
Vernon, Bronx and overall New 
York community for everything 
you did and continue to do. 

Whether you brought food, 
sent fl owers, prayed or stopped 
by to check on us, we are so very 
grateful. 

May God continue to bless 
you.

Bronxite Serves Aboard 

Advanced Submarine 

A borough native is in ser-
vice aboard a very advanced 
U.S. Navy submarine. Chief 
Petty Offi cer Rikki Sand-

ers, a machinist mate, is 
serving aboard the staff of 
Commander, which provides 
support and oversight to 
‘Ohio-class’ ballistic missile 
submarines.  As a machinist 
mate, Sanders, is responsible 
for operating and maintain-

ing the submarine’s auxiliary 
engineering equipment. 

I get to work on a wide vari-
ety of equipment, which I really 
enjoy. My divisions of 15 sailors 
work on equipment all through-
out the boat, which is defi nitely 
unique.

He is based in Kings Bay, 
GA. 

Wedding Anniversary 

Carl Savoca sent in the fol-
lowing massage: 

Happy 36th Wedding An-
niversary to us Anna...With 
love,Carl!

Hooks/Marano 
connect neighbors 

Nick Hooks and John 
Marano are hosting the 
2nd Annual Throggs 
Neck Classic Car Cruise, 
the fi rst of four such free 
events for this year.

The event will take 
place on Tuesday, May 2, 
5:30 to 9 p.m. at the Trump 

Golf Links at Ferry Point 
Park.

Outside food and bever-
ages and pets are not per-
mitted. Classic car own-
ers are welcome to display 
their autos at no charge.

For further information 
call (917) 682-2262.

Rikki Sanders
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Cardinal McCloskey  
Community Charter School

Please join us at our

Open House
to discuss the proposed

Celebrating the diversity 
of our community
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Celebrating the diversity 
of our community
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When: Thursday, April 27th, 3:00 – 5:30PM
Where: CMCS Early Childhood Education Office 
 629 Courtlandt Ave, Bronx NY
To RSVP: Call 718–402-0081, ext 227  
 or email us at info@CMCSCharter.org

(Refreshments will be served, child care will be provided.)

The proposed Cardinal McCloskey Community Charter School will provide 
an exceptional educational curriculum along with clinical and therapeutic 
support for at-risk children, children from the community and children 
with special needs. If you are an educator, an elected official, the parent or 
caregiver of a child, or an involved member of the community, we hope you 
will attend. 
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BY ARTHUR CUSANO
A major developer announced plans 

to demolish four properties in Mott Ha-
ven to construct two apartment rental 
towers, using a newly resurrected 
state tax exemption program.

The $160 million project is be-
ing funded by TreeTop Development, 
based out of Teaneck, NJ, which owns 
properties across the city, as well as 
New Jersey and Pennsylvania.

The project consists of two 12-story 
apartment buildings that will total 
about 360,000-square-feet - a roughly 
260,000-square-foot residential rental 
building with ground-fl oor retail space, 
and an approximately 100,000-square-
foot rental property directly across the 
street. 

The development will be a mix of 
market-rate and affordable units. 

Construction will begin by the end 
of 2017, according to Ryan Smith of 
Beckerman Public Relations, the de-
veloper’s publicist.

The project’s assemblage includes 
three adjacent properties on the west 
side of Gerard Avenue between East 
144th and East 146th Street, along with 
a corner property across from it at 125 
E. 144th Street. 

The project is just east of the Major 
Deegan Expressway, in an area popu-
lated by warehouses. 

Some of the properties were vacant, 
while the rest  have made plans to relo-
cate their businesses.

“We believe that this underutilized 
land is primed to be put to use for de-
velopment of high-quality housing that 
is currently lacking for middle-income 
residents in the neighborhood,” said 
Azi Mandel, co-founder and managing 
partner of Treetop Development. 

The developer intends to take ad-
vantage of the just-renewed 421-a state 
tax incentive program, which is avail-
able for new housing developments 
with three or more units, located on 
sites that were vacant, underutilized, 

TreeTop Dev. plans two Mott 
Haven apartment buildings

or had a “nonconforming” zoning use. 
Under the program, owners are ex-

empt from paying the increase in prop-
erty taxes that results from the new 
construction for a period of years. 

The updated program is operating 
under the moniker of Affordable New 
York, and now includes wage require-
ments for construction workers on cer-
tain projects. 

Governor Cuomo announced the 
program’s renewal as part of the 2018 
fi scal budget on Monday, April 10.

Under the revived program, devel-
opers of new residential projects with 
300 units or more in designated areas 
of Manhattan, Brooklyn and Queens 
would be eligible for a full property 
tax abatement for 35 years if the proj-
ect creates a specifi c number of afford-
able units and meets the new wage re-
quirements. 

The units must remain affordable 
for 40 years to reap the total tax ben-
efi ts.

For all other affordable develop-
ments in New York City, tax exemption 
eligibility would be tied to the number 
of affordable units. The new program 
is expected to create an estimated 
2,500 new units of affordable housing 
per year, according to the Governor’s 
offi ce. 

“We’re excited about the return of 
the city’s 421a program, which will fur-
ther solidify our development plans, 
and help the neighborhood realize its 
potential much quicker,” Mandel said.

The south Bronx has seen an enor-
mous surge in private and public devel-
opment over the past year, as available 
land for development in Manhattan 
and Brooklyn becomes scarce and un-
affordable. 

The push has also sparked fears of 
gentrifi cation - the New York Times 
named the south Bronx as one of its 
places to visit for 2017, but then drew 
the ire of longtime residents for men-
tioning just trendy new businesses.

TreeTop Development is planning two affordable buildings at the above site.

SERVING 
WESTCHESTER 

And The 5 
BOROUGHS!



BRONX TIMES REPORTER, APRIL 14-20, 2017 7  BTR

GET PAID for what you do

You can now get paid for taking care of your family members and friends,
who have Medicaid and need Home Care Services.

WE ARE ALSO HIRING HHA’s/PCA’s

260 West 35th Street  7th Fl, #702
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This summer, the NYU 
School of Professional Studies 
(NYUSPS), a leader in profes-
sionally focused education, 
will offer an affordable option 
of study that will provide in-
dividuals who have earned a 
high school degree with the 
opportunity to acquire indus-
try focused skills that will 
prepare them for jobs in fields 
with growing levels of employ-
ment. New Diplomas, offered 
through NYUSPS Professional 
Pathways, are designed as im-
mersive programs of study that 
can be completed in as little as 
one semester. During Summer 
2017, seven Diplomas will be of-
fered. They include:

The Diploma in Associate 
Professional in Human Re-
sources™ (aPHR™), a rigorous 
program designed primarily 
for individuals seeking cer-
tification as an associate pro-
fessional in human resources 
(aPHR) from the HR Certifica-
tion Institute® (HRCI®). 

The Diploma in Basic 

Project Management, which 
gives students a hands-on 
understanding of the essen-
tial terminology and the ap-
plication of the basic tools, 
techniques, and practices re-
quired to become an effective 
and contributing member of a 
project team.

The Diploma in Book-
keeping, a blended program, 
which imparts the knowledge 
and skill sets to perform func-
tions within the bookkeep-

ing cycle, manually and with 
QuickBooks and Xero, and 
grounds students in account-
ing ethics and best practices.

The Diploma in Con-
struction Administration, a 
blended program that provides 
the skills to secure an entry-
level position within the com-
mercial or residential building 
sectors of the real estate indus-
try. Students learn about the 
construction process and docu-
ment administration, and gain 

an introduction to construc-
tion methods and materials, 
building systems, drawings, 
estimating, and scheduling.

The Diploma in Introduc-
tion to Programming with 
Python provides students 
with the knowledge and the ap-
plied skills needed to pursue 
careers as junior software en-
gineers or developers in one of 
the fastest-growing and most 
in-demand languages in the 
industry. 

The Diploma in Restau-
rant Operations and Guest 
Service will prepare students 
with a comprehensive under-
standing of front-of-house and 
back-of-house restaurant op-
erations. Students benefit from 
site visits to NYC restaurants 
and from the invaluable expe-
riences of seasoned industry 
veterans.

The Diploma in Web 
Design and Development 
teaches students the essential 
webpage development skills 
through hands-on practice us-

ing HTML5 and CSS.
All Diplomas will provide 

industry specific career mod-
ules presented online in a self-
paced format, which help stu-
dents to better understand the 
job market. Upon completion 
of a diploma, students also will 
have access to an online portal 
featuring job postings and a 
resource library. Annual net-
working events will provide 
opportunities to meet with 
peers and employers in the 
field. Each program of study 
provides students with a tan-
gible take-away project that 
can be added to their résumé 
and presented to prospective 
employers.

For more information about 
NYUSPS Diploma Programs, 
visit sps.nyu.edu/diplomas07 
or call 212-998-7200. Applica-
tion deadline is May 8, 2017.

A D V E R T I S E M E N T

High School Graduates, Build Skills in Fields That are Hiring 
Through Affordable, Short-Format NYUSPS Diploma Programs

Empire City Casino, one 
of New York’s most success-
ful casinos has launched a 
new ad campaign entitled 
‘Real Winners, Real Money, 
Real Deal’. Who better to en-
list as advertising pitch-man 
for Empire City Casino than 
its biggest jackpot winner? 
Howard Gershowitz of Suffolk 
County, Long Island is back in 
the ‘slot-’light in the Yonkers 
casino’s new ad campaign af-
ter scoring Empire City’s re-
cord-breaking jackpot worth 
$1,473,503 on October 25, 2015.

Coincidentally, the same 
jackpot that made Howard G. a 
very wealthy man, has grown 
since Howard’s fateful day and 
is fast approaching the record-
breaking amount and could 
even exceed it. This record-
breaker is ripe again for win-
ning and is only available on 
two Wheel of Fortune slots at 
Empire City Casino. Now, any-
one could be the next Howard 
G.

Howard’s lucky roll was the 
only million-dollar plus jack-
pot in the history of not only 
Empire City Casino but all 
New York State racetrack casi-
nos. Howard hit on the Wheel 

Empire City gets ready to payout largest jackpot
of Fortune Triple Star slot ma-
chine – one of the most popu-
lar slot machines in the world. 
There have been many televi-
sion show-themed slots that 
have attempted to bring the 
action from the screen to the 
slot world, but none have suc-
ceeded in the dazzling style of 
Wheel of Fortune, which has 
captivated gamblers for years 
with high jackpots and spin-
ning money wheels.

When this latest jackpot is 
hit, it will give Wheel of Fortune 
‘bragging rights’ to the three 
highest jackpots in the history 
of the Yonkers casino and six 
of the top 10 highest jackpots. 
Three Bally slot machines – 
Hot Shots, Blazing 7’s and Stars 
& Bars – can also boast major 
scores ranging from nearly 
$250,000 to $571,000, all ranking 
in the top ten jackpots at Em-
pire City Casino.

This past November, Linda 
H. of Thornwood, NY, took 
home a $961,411.81 jackpot also 
from a Wheel of Fortune slot 
machine - the second largest 
in the ten-year history of Em-
pire City. Linda’s hit eclipsed 
the $571,049 score won by for-
mer runner-up Manuel Es-

teche in February of 2015 on 
the Blazing 7’s.

Empire City recently cel-
ebrated its 10th anniversary 
and ranks as the sixth larg-
est casino fl oor in the coun-
try, including Las Vegas and 
Indian casinos nationwide. 
More than 8 million visitors a 
year try their luck at Empire 
City Casino, hoping to hit one 
of the many six-fi gure jack-

pots on the behemoth gaming 
fl oor.

“Right now there are 11 six-
fi gure jackpots ready for the 
taking at Empire City, almost 
half of them above $300,000 in-
cluding the $1.4 million life-
changer,” says Ryan Munroe, 
Empire City’s director of gam-
ing operations. “With over 
5,200 slot machines available, 
there’s no need to travel far 

when you can win this kind of 
money so close to home.”

At the time of this writ-
ing, six-fi gure jackpots at Em-
pire City range from just over 
$100,000 to more than $1.4 mil-
lion on slots with minimum 
bets from one cent to ten dol-
lars. To be eligible to win the 
top jackpot, a player must 
make the maximum bet on the 
machine.

Howard G. hit for nearly $1.5 million at Empire City in 2015; jackpot on same machine expected to soon eclipse 
that record-breaking win.
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SPECIAL presents:

DANCE CHALLENGE
Saturday, June 10th | 1:00pm @ The Mall at Bay Plaza

#Superman123Away

specialbabyfl y

@specialbabyfl y facebook.com/specialbabyfl y  

follow SPECIAL on social media:

Special Baby Entertainment is solely responsible for all aspects of this event.

Visit          to Enter:

CALLING ALL
D A N C E R S !

The top 10 performers from the video submission 
��������	���
���
	��������� ���	������	����
during a live show at The Mall at Bay Plaza 

on Saturday, June 10th.

Winners will dance in the 
major studio production of 
the Superman 1, 2, 3 Away 

movie in 2018, which will 
air on a Major TV Network

Superman 1, 2, 3 Away

#BayPlaza

200 Baychester Ave, Bronx, NY 10475, Exit 11, Off I-95 MallatBayPlaza.com#ShopBayPlaza

MTA BUSES SERVING THE MALL AT BAY PLAZA: BX5, BX12, BX23, BX26, BX28, BX29, BX30, BX38, BXM7, Q50    |    SUBWAY #5, 6 SUBWAY TO BUS STATION

#2017InStyle

OVER 100 STORES & RESTAURANTS

Starting April 17th - go to The 

Mall at Bay Plaza’s Facebook 

page and click the “Contest 

Tab” for rules and instructions of 

learning the choreography and 

to upload your 

full video.
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hristina’s airwork

LICENSED HAIR STYLIST
Call for an interview

718-597-8681
2911 Bruckner Blvd

Bronx 10461

ALSO SPACE FOR RENT W/ PRIVATE ENTRANCE

WANTED

47 Precinct
Monday, March 27 at 3:35 p.m.  --  A robbery 

was recorded inside a subway station at East Gun 
Hill Road. Two individuals approached a 10-year-
old victim and took a cell phone from his hands. 
The young man followed the individuals as they 
walked out of the station. At one point, one of the 
individuals sought told the victim that he had a gun 
and that he should back away. The victim ran im-
mediately back into the station. One of the people 
involved is a Hispanic man with a slim build around 
15-years-old and another is a male black about six 
feet tall and weighing 200 pounds. 

50 Precinct 
Saturday, April 8 at 12:10 p.m. -- Two men 

entered a jewelry store at 3264 Johnson Avenue 
and proceeded to rob the establishment at gun-
point. They demanded jewelry. One of the individu-
als fired a gun and struck a 57-year-old man on 
the wrist and abdomen. The two men then fled in 

2002 to 2005 Ford Explorer with no visible license 
plate. They are described as a six foot tall light-
skinned man with a beard and a light-skinned man 
with a goatee 

52 Precinct
Tuesday, March 21 at 11:30 a.m. -- At an apart-

ment building near Morris Avenue and East 190th 
Street, someone illegally entered a through a living 
room window and removed approximately $1,850 
worth of jewelry before fleeing on foot. No injuries 
were reported. The person is described as an adult 
man with a thin build and light complexion with a 
goatee. He was last seen wearing a blue jacket, 
black knit cap, blue jeans and black sneakers.

Monday, March 27 at 9:28 p.m. -- Three people 
approached a 37-year-old man in a subway station at 
East 183rd Street and punched the victim in his face. 
After he fell to the ground, two people in the group 
went through his wallet, which contained $15 in cash 
and his debit card. Two of the people are black men 
who are 16-years-old to 19-years-old. The third is a 
black man 20-years-old to 25-years-old. 
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New York City and the plaintiffs in a 

class action lawsuit agreed to a settlement 

that will change how NYPD offi cers 

operate when patrolling these buildings.  

The settlement does not include monetary 

payments to class members.

Please visit www.nyclu.org/cleanhalls 

for details about this settlement, or write to the New York Civil Liberties 

Union, attn. TAP Settlement, 125 Broad St., 19th Floor, NY, NY 10004. 

There will be a hearing on JUNE 6, 2017, at 500 Pearl St, NYC for the 

court to determine whether the agreement is fair.

   !��"��!���#"�
��$���

3-ALARM FIRE ON 137TH STREET

Firefi ghters prevented a fast moving fi re in Mott Haven from becoming much worse 
last Sunday. According to the FDNY, approximately 138 fi refi ghters responded to a 
three-alarm fi re at the Tuck-It-Away Self-Storage facility at 601 E. 137th Street on 
Sunday, April 9 at 12:30 a.m. Some fi refi ghters were sent initially to combat the 
inferno from the interior, however it was deemed far too dangerous. Firefi ghters 
fought endlessly from the outside to extinguish the fi re which burned over 12 hours 
inside the storage units while attempting to safeguard a nearby BP gas station. Two 
fi refi ghters sustained minor injuries and were taken to Jacobi Medical Center for 
treatment. The fi re chief noted the side of the warehouse collapsed from the fi re. 
Offi cials believe the fi re originated on either the second or third fl oor of the 6-story 
building. The cause of the fi re remains under investigation.               Photo by Edwin Soto
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LETTERS TO THE EDITOR
Where’s Lottery
money going?

Dear editor,
What has become of any 

New York Lottery fi nancial 
public reports? How much 
money has been contributed 
in the last ten years for educa-
tion?

This was the selling point 
to have a lottery. Let’s hear it 
for transparency.

Joseph Malave

Thanks for
being there

Dear editor,
I would like to just take a 

moment to thank all the won-
derful people who helped my 
daughter when she was in-
volved in a hit and run acci-
dent on Saturday, April 8 on 
the corner of Lawton and Cal-
houn avenues since the per-
son who hit her left the scene 
couldn’t be bothered to see if 
she was ok. 

To the woman who gave her 
an ice bag, the fi reman who 
helped her stay calm, Lisa and 
Bobby who called me, to police 
offi cer Ryan and his partner 
and EMT Perez and his part-
ner for being so kind to her 
and everyone else who helped 
her, I’m just sorry I don’t have 
all your names, thank you to 
all.

Muriel Naddeo

End religious
tax exemption

Dear editor,
It seems appropriate at this 

time of year, with the April 17 
tax deadline looming, to ques-
tion the fairness of our tax 
laws.  While many feel that the 
wealthy do not pay their fair 
share of the tax burden due to 
the loopholes and deductions 
they receive as payments for 
their political donations, there 
is another group that enjoys a 
special status that could pro-
vide the government with as 
much as $71 billion of tax rev-
enue if treated as most citizens 
are treated.  Religious institu-
tions are exempt from taxation, 
which begs the question, Why? 

The favorite argument 
for exempting churches from 
taxes maintains that if there 
is separation of church and 
state, the state has no right to 
tax the church and the church 

has no right to infl uence po-
litical life.  A nice theory, but 
the facts do not support this 
theory. 

Consider that many 
churches have taken very pub-
lic positions on matters that 
fall within the political realm, 
such as immigration, mar-
riage equality and abortion.  
While I believe that churches 
have good intentions - most of 
the time - ok, sometimes - their 
participation in political life, 
whether based on religious te-
nets or not, should disqualify 
their tax exempt status.      

Pasqual Pelosi

Highlights of
new budget

Dear editor,
I would like to thank 

my colleagues and Speaker 
Heastie for remaining strong 
and united throughout these 
important budget negotia-
tions. While it was a long - 
and sometimes frustrating 
- journey, I am proud of our 
fi nal agreement. This year’s 
$153.1 billion budget is an in-
vestment in our neighbor-
hoods, education and quality 
of life. I know it will serve as 
a blueprint to move our state 
forward and continue our 
progress in expanding oppor-
tunities for those that need a 
helping hand.

This year’s budget priori-
tized education. Tuition-free 
college for working and mid-
dle-class families is now a re-
ality thanks to the Excelsior 
Scholarship Program. No one 
should be turned away from 
earning a college degree be-
cause of cost, and I am over-
joyed that students will be 
able to achieve their career 
goals without the extreme fi -
nancial burden many gradu-
ates feel today.

Education is a great equal-
izer, but to make that a reality 
we need to keep driving fund-
ing to our schools. This year’s 
budget invests in our kids and 
eliminates barriers so that ev-
ery student can get an educa-
tion that helps to shape their 
future. The budget includes a 
$50 million increase in com-
munity schools aid for a total 
of $150 million. This will al-
low schools to be converted 
into community schools that 
deliver valuable services to 
both students and families, in-
cluding critical support to at-
risk children, strengthening 
neighborhoods and prevent-

ing schools from being taken 
over by the state. This budget 
will also work to protect pub-
lic libraries, an essential part 
of our neighborhoods. Addi-
tional funding was allocated 
to ensure that they can con-
tinue to provide services and 
resources to residents.

A secure, affordable place 
to live is vital to every family’s 
health and stability, particu-
larly for children. This budget 
allocates $200 million for NYC 
Housing Authority capital re-
pairs, $150 million for the Mid-
dle-Income Housing Program, 
$125 million for senior hous-
ing, and $41 million for home 
ownership programs. By en-
suring that every household 
has adequate support brings 
stability and vitality to our 
neighborhoods.

Millions of New Yorkers 
rely on mass transportation 
and ridership is only grow-
ing, so we must make smart 
investments when it comes to 

our infrastructure. The As-
sembly secured $65 million for 
the MTA Capital Plan to help 
accommodate more passen-
gers and improve effi ciency.

New Yorkers should never 
have to worry about the wa-
ter coming out of our faucets 
and drinking fountains. This 
budget includes $200 million 
for drinking and wastewater 
infrastructure improvements 
in New York City’s watershed. 
We have all seen the devastat-
ing effects contaminated and 
polluted water can have on a 
community. Clean water is ab-
solutely essential to our health 
and safety, it is important that 
we make robust investments 
in replacing our pipes and wa-
ter mains.

My colleagues and I worked 
hard to ensure a fair and eq-
uitable quality of life for all, 
and I am confi dent this budget 
does exactly that.

Assemblymember 

Mark Gjonaj.
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BY PATRICK ROCCHIO
Youth who are learning to skateboard 

will soon have a safe place to do so in Van 
Cortlandt Park. 

A ceremonial groundbreaking was held 
on Tuesday, April 11 on a new skate park 
and a separate basketball court in Van Cor-
tlandt Park near Broadway and West 242nd 
Street. 

The skate park will be the fi rst public fa-
cility of its kind in the borough’s northwest 
corner when it is completed, ceremony at-
tendees said. 

The overall $1,118,000 project is the cul-
mination of a about ten-years of efforts by 
community youth to get a skate park built 
so they don’t have to travel to upper Man-
hattan, for example, or practice in the 
street, said attendees. 

Council funding was allocated by for-
mer Councilman Oliver Koppell and sup-
ported by his successor Councilman Andy 
Cohen. 

The mayor’s offi ce also provided fund-
ing, according to the NYC Parks Depart-
ment. 

The skate park will help transform the 
western portion of Van Cortlandt Park, be-
coming a destination for skaters of all ages, 
said Cohen. 

“This refl ects modern attitudes about 
the use of the park, really responding to the 
needs of young people and the interests of 
young people,” said Cohen at the ground-
breaking ceremony.

Another advocate for the project, As-
semblyman Jeffrey Dinowitz, urged Parks 
at the ceremony to get the skate park built. 
According to Parks, anticipated completion 
is the spring of 2018.

The assemblyman said during the cere-
mony that about a decade ago, a young man 
came to his offi ce with more than 1,000 peti-
tion signatures from community people re-
questing a skate park.

“I think what this shows is that when 
the community comes together (and) has 
a specifi c goal for something that is good…
we can actually make it happen,” said Di-
nowitz. 

The assemblyman believes that with 
the addition of the skate park, Van Cort-
landt Park will now have something for 

Van Cortlandt Skate 
Park groundbreaking 

everyone. 
Daniel Padernacht, Community 

Board 8 chairman, thanked the City 
Council for funding and the Parks De-
partment for their hard work. 

“The skate park is going to offer a 
great place and a safe place for skate-
boarders and children to come out and 
practice,” said Padernacht. 

The Van Cortlandt Park Conser-
vancy and the Friends of Van Cortlandt 
Park took part in the groundbreaking. 

One of the skaters who as a youth ad-
vocated for the skate park, Michael Al-
fano, 21, said that he had been working 
on making it a reality with his skate-
board team ‘Pixelated’ since he was just 
14. 

“We just thought that this was the 
perfect place for it,” he said of its loca-
tion, adding that members of his team 
attended numerous CB 8 meetings over 
several years to make sure the proj-
ect was on the board’s agenda and pro-
gressing. 

According to Parks, the skate park 
will have a concrete pavement with 
raised elements, while the basket-
ball court will include asphalt paving, 
color seal coating and backless sports 
benches. 

Parks advocates and NYC Parks offi cials, elected offi cials including Councilman Andrew Co-
hen and Assemblyman Jeff Dinowitz, and skateboard enthusiasts celebrate the beginning 
of construction on the new skate park on Tuesday, April 11. Photo by Edwin Soto

Michael Alfano has been advocating for the 
construction of a skate park in Van Cortlandt 
Park for about eight years. Photo by Edwin Soto
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Fight Back Against Fraud!

Join us for a free shredding event
Every two seconds someone’s identity is stolen. Shredding 
confidential documents you no longer need is one good way to 
protect yourself, and the AARP Fraud Watch Network wants to  
help. Bring any confidential documents to our Operation Stop  
Scams events, and we’ll shred them for free. It only takes a few 
minutes and can save you lots of headaches later on!

Free Shredding Event
Wednesday, May 3, 2017
11:00 a.m. – 2:00 p.m.
Bronx Borough Hall 
851 Grand Concourse  
Bronx, NY 10452

For more information and a list of 
shredding events across New York,  
visit aarp.org/nystopscams.

Note: Should we experience high 
shredding volume, trucks may leave early.

BY ROBERT CHRISTIE
Bronx residents, elected of-

fi cials and even a celebrity, were 
present to cut the ribbon on the 
new Cary Leeds Center Stadium 
on Sunday, April 9.

The new $26 million tennis 
stadium sits behind the New York 
Junior Tennis League’s Cary 
Leeds Center for Tennis & Learn-
ing in Crotona Park.

The stadium dedication fea-
tured Borough President Ruben 
Diaz Jr., tennis legend Billie Jean 
King, and NYJTL chairman Mar-
tin Goldberg.

“For 45 years, NYJTL has 
been delivering services in this 
community,” said Goldberg. “The 
opportunities to help children 
and their families have increased 
exponentially now with the com-
pletion of the Cary Leeds Center.”

The stadium features two 
courts - the Victor Kiam Stadium 
Court and the Pershing Square 
Stadium Court - and can seat up 
to 800 people.

NYJTL funded the new sta-
dium with $13 million in private 
funds and $13.5 million in public 
funding.

The new facility will help 
NYJTL, which has a tennis pro-
gram in each of the 51 city coun-

Cary Leeds Center Tennis Stadium opens

cil districts, to continue serving 
children throughout the Bronx 
and the other four boroughs.

NYJTL has been operating in 
the Bronx since its inception in 
1971. 

In addition, the organization 
held a professional tournament 
in Crotona Park for 20 years un-
til construction began on the new 
stadium in 2012.

“This happens to be one of the 
most underserved - if not the most 
underserved - districts in the bor-
ough,” said Joe Ceriello, director 
of marketing at NYJTL. “So we 
thought this is where people need 

the most help.”
The center sits in a 3-mile ra-

dius of 30,000 children, is in walk-
ing distance from 25 schools, and 
is near multiple shelters.

Rafael Salamanca, council-
man of the 17th district, was 
pleased with the arrival of the 
new stadium.

“We’ve already seen the great 
work the New York Junior Tennis 
League has done in teaching lo-
cal kids the game of tennis and 
these facilities will only allow 
NYJTL to continue that work,” 
Salamanca said.

The organization, which 

was founded by tennis great 
Arthur Ashe, mentors 10,000 
children annually through 
both tennis and character 
building programs, according 
to the league.

Ceriello said tennis is just 
the ‘hook’ to draw children in 
and teach them more than just 
the game.

“We deal with a lot of kids 
who have a lot going on in their 
lives and this can grab their fo-
cus and hold their attention,” 
he added.

 “But then around tennis 
- which we teach in all of our 

programing - we introduce 
character development, nutri-
tion, healthy living, academic 
development and education en-
richment,” he also said.

For example, NYJTL has 
partnered with Emblem Health 
to teach kids better nutrition.

Also, the organization has 
partnered with local police for 
a Volley Against Violence pro-
gram which supports sports as 
an alternative to making bad 
choices.

NYJTL has committed to 
providing 6,000 hours of free 
tennis annually for the com-
munity.

Ceriello said the organiza-
tion plans to fund its commu-
nity service programs through 
commercial training programs 
for tennis.

He said NYJTL is also in 
talks with the Women’s Ten-
nis Association and the United 
States Tennis Association for 
possible professional tourna-
ments at the new facility.

Tory Kiam cuts the ribbon opening the stadium court named for his father, Victor. Other members of the Kiam 
family, NYJTL board members, and elected offi cials are also on hand. Silvio J. Pacifi co
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Most insurance plans accepted  •   Secure, validated parking

718-823-0820
3250 Westchester Avenue, Suite 203A, Bronx, New York 10461 

FarahRetinaConsultants.com

✓ Board certified
✓ Dual fellowship trained
✓ Over 20 years of experience

Sam Farah, M.D.
Retina-Vitreous Specialist

“Our mission is to provide 
exceptional care to retinal patients 

at a state-of-the-art facility in 
Pellham Bay.”

Specializing in 
diabetic eye 

disease, macular 
degeneration, 

and other diseases 
and surgeries  

of the retina

St. Philip Neri School’s UPK program in limbo

St. Philip Neri School had its UPK program cancelled after two years, even though the Archdiocese signed a 
three-year contact to house the program.  Steven Goodstein / Community News Group

SIRECI 
Family Dental
Your Neighborhood Dentist Since 1983

C A R I N G    A F F O R D A B L E    P A I N L E S S

FREE 
CONSULTATIONS

COME VISIT US 
IN OUR NEW 

MODERN OFFICE

2861 BRUCKNER BLVD.  |  718-829-0455

GENERAL DENTISTRY  
SPECIALTY CARE

BY STEVEN GOODSTEIN
One of the borough’s oldest 

schools will lose a quality pro-
gram after only two years.

St. Philip Neri School, a  K 
to 8 school which has been in 
existence for over a century, 
will lose its Universal Pre-K 
program a year earlier than 
originally expected.

The school’s UPK program, 
a NYC Department of Educa-
tion program which was prom-
ised to schools of all boroughs 
by Mayor de Blasio in 2015, of-
fered assistance to many of the 
community’s low-income fam-
ilies, was abruptly cancelled 
on Thursday, March 9.

However, the announce-
ment of the cancellation was 
not made to facility and staff 
until nearly three weeks later 
by the school administration.

St. Philip Neri School’s ad-
ministration announced that 
the UPK program closure de-
cision occurred because the 
school did not provide appro-
priate intervention for stu-
dents with various educa-
tional needs, even though the 
Archdiocese did not assist in 
providing special education 
services or hiring special ed-

ucation teachers for the pro-
gram.

The UPK program was 
comprised mostly of students 
who struggled with severe so-
cial-emotional, developmen-
tal and academic delays. If the 
program is not reinstated, the 
closure will directly effect 100 
needy students who were al-
ready enrolled for the 2017-18 
school year.

An additional 117 students 
were also interested in par-

ticipating in the program, but 
were unable to register after 
it was cancelled. Registered 
families have since received 
an email that the school is no 
longer participating in regis-
tration for the program, with 
no further explanation.

The school believes the de-
cision was unwarranted, since 
the program received positive 
feedback from the school’s in-
structional specialists as well 
as parents.

“I am fearful for the com-
munity - because many fami-
lies here are going to lose a 
great program that they were 
promised,” said one UPK staff 
member, who requested to re-
main anonymous until re-
ceiving more closure from 
the DOE and the Archdiocese. 
“Other UPK programs (in the 
Bronx) will be more diffi cult 
for families to reach without 
transportation.”

They added that the UPK 

program also played a role in 
helping the school retain stu-
dent enrollment.

“We’ve had parents come 
into our school, in tears, ex-
plaining to our staff that they 
love our school and they want 
to enroll their children in the 
program - and we have no re-
sponse,” the UPK staff mem-
ber added. “These parents 
are looking for answers that 
we can’t give them - and even 
worse, we are not equipped 
with the support and/or staff 
to meet the needs of these stu-
dents.”

According to the school, the 
Archdiocese signed a three-
year contract with the DOE 
to house the UPK program for 
the 2015-16, 2016-17 and 2017-18 
school year.

The Archdiocese of New 
York confi rmed that the deci-
sion was made by the DOE in 
an effort to strategically re-
deploy and redistribrute the 
school’s resources and that 
the cancellation of the pro-
gram will take place at the end 
of the school year. 

It is still unclear how many 
other schools in the Bronx will 
lose their UPK programs.
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Some people do not have the ability 
to begin saving for retirement early on. 
Others may have brushed retirement 
savings aside for so long that they are 
now worried that it’s too late to begin 
socking away money for retirement.

While it’s best to start saving for re-
tirement as early as possible, the good 
news is that it’s never too late to start 
planning for retirement. If your 40th 
birthday has long passed and you’re fi -
nally thinking ahead to retirement, con-
sider these catch-up strategies.

ment savings plans. A fi nancial planner 
can point you in the right direction, or 
consult with your employer about em-
ployee programs. Deposit money into a 
401(k) or 403(b) plan or another retire-
ment vehicle. Jump on any opportunities 
when your employer matches invested 

there are any government incentives. De-
pending on your age, you may be able to 
deposit more money into such accounts 
than other investors.

to save more money for retirement. Fig-

ure out where you can save some money 
you can then allocate to retirement sav-
ings. Maybe you can reduce insurance 
coverage on an older car or raise your 
deductible? Downsize cable packages or 
skip that costly cup of coffee on the way 
to work. Perhaps it’s time to look for a 

pact car instead of an SUV. Any money 
saved now will benefi t you when the time 
comes time to bid farewell to the work-
force.

ple who retire fi nd themselves bored and 
looking for ways to fi ll their time, and as 
a result more and more people are delay-
ing their retirement, which also gives 
them more time to save for that day when 
they do call it quits. If you want to work 
less, discuss and negotiate a phased re-
tirement with your bosses that allows 
you to stick with your employer but grad-
ually work fewer hours until you retire 
completely. You may be able to work part-
time for several years and retire when 
you’re most comfortable.

Even if you are 50 you still have a few 
decades before retirement, which leaves 
lots of time to grow your retirement sav-
ings. But you may want to consider more 
aggressive funds that can help you catch 
up more quickly than less aggressive in-
vestments. Just know that aggressive 
funds may also leave you susceptible to 
substantial losses.

Visit your nearest Ponce De Leon 
Federal Bank and speak to a specialist 
for more information.

ADVERTORIAL

Rebounding 
from a late start 

to retirement 
savings

Bronx Locations
www.poncebank.com

2244 Westchester Avenue
30 East 170th Street

980 Southern Boulevard
5560 Broadway

™

DISCOVER THE
PONCE DIFFERENCE: 

THE CONVERTIBLE IRA CD

*The Annual Percentage Yields (APY) shown are effective as of 02/01/2017. Minimum opening deposit is $500.00 to qualify for the promotional offer. These promotional IRA Certificates of Deposit allow a one-time 

conversion to any other IRA CD type without penalty during the term. Promotion will expire on 4/18/2017. Rates and provisions subject to change without notice. Other restrictions may apply. Early withdrawal fees 

may apply. For more information, visit your nearest branch.

Higher rates now and  
an option to catch rising rates!

1.60% APY*

30 Month IRA CD

1.79% APY*

42 Month IRA CD

|SINCE 1960

Discover
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~  HOL D T H E  DAT E  ~

Catholic Classical Studies Conference
Saturday, April 22, 2017

Hosted by the Montfort Academy at St. Peter and Paul Church
125 E. Birch St., Mt. Vernon, NY 10552  10am to 3pm  Registration fee: $48 per person  http://catholicclassicalstudies.org

Sponsored by Agnus Dei Knights of Columbus Council and The Montfort Academy

This year’s theme – “What is a Catholic Classical Education?”
This annual conference takes up the Catholic classical tradition as it pertains to education, vocations, history, philosophy and the arts. 

This year’s theme is education.

There will be breakout sessions after the talks including a luncheon.
For more information contact Catholics Who Home School catholichse@gmail.com or Dan Marengo danmarengo@aol.com

Conference Format
The conference will include several speakers, moderated by Catholics Who Homeschool:

       Robert Royal of EWTN           Fr. John Perricone      The Honorable Richard Greco

BY PATRICK ROCCHIO
SUNY Maritime continues 

to rank high in terms of gradu-
ates’ starting pay and ‘return on 
investment’ in terms of tuition. 

The state college located in 
Throggs Neck, which trains 
students in engineering and 
seafaring careers, ranked fi fth 
in the nation in SmartAsset’s 
recently released third annual 
study in terms of where college 
students are getting the most 
return on investment for their 
educations. 

The school ranked in a top 
ten list that included Ivy League 
schools Stanford, Harvard and 
Princeton and prestigious tech-
nical universities like Massa-
chusetts Institute of Technol-
ogy and Georgia Tech. 

With an average starting sal-
ary of $69,700, according to the 
study, and tuition costing $7,446 
with scholarships and grants 
averaging $5,886 per year, the 
school received a 86.94 ‘college 
education value index’ in the 
study. 

Another annual study con-
ducted by Payscale.com, also 
found in three separate years 
from 2014 to 2016 that SUNY 
Maritime bachelor’s degree 

Study: SUNY Maritime offers high ROI 
graduates earn the highest mid-
career salaries in the country, 
with a bachelor’s degree gradu-
ate earning $144,000 ten years 
after graduation in 2016.

The school’s assistant di-
rector of career planning and 
development, Michelle Reina, 
said that she believes the higher 
salaries have to do with the off-
shore maritime and engineer-
ing fi elds the students attend 
the college to enter. 

The nature of the curricu-
lum does not allow time for self-
refl ection or academic explora-
tion, with many of the students 
spending between 45- to 90-days 
at sea over summer recesses, 
she said. 

The school has its own train-
ing vessel, the Empire State IV, 
she said, and for the students 
who choose an offshore mari-
time track at the school, this is 
a classroom. 

“It is a unique fi eld,” she 
said. “You come here knowing 
exactly what you want to do and 
get into.” 

While many students pursue 
engineering careers on land, 
said Reina, many SUNY Mari-
time students work to obtain a 
Coast Guard license permitting 

them to work as merchant mari-
ners, said Reina. 

Once they graduate and are 
certifi ed they could be at sea 
four or fi ve months at a time, 
she said. 

“They don’t have days off, 
they are working every holi-
day,” she said. “That is really 
where their salaries (rise)…it 
is defi nitely students that are 
shipping out that increase the 
overall salaries.” 

She added that she does not 
believe it is a fi eld for everyone, 
and that typically the students 

who do become merchant ma-
rines sail for fi ve to ten years 
and then transition back to 
land-based employment. 

“When they transition back 
to land, it makes them so much 
more marketable,” she said. “If 
you can run a power plant on 
ship, you can run it on land.” 

A number of graduates who 
do not go to sea or accept engi-
neering positions work in the 
shipping industry, just on land 
in the import/export or marine 
insurance fi elds,” she said. 

Before a student would 

become a part of the school 
community, they would have 
to show a real interest in the 
maritime engineering fi eld, 
said Reina.

“If they come here say-
ing ‘I want to do political sci-
ence or liberal arts,’ it is com-
pletely the wrong school,” she 
said. 

The college’s training shipped, docked off the campus, is in an integral part of the students’ experience. The 
ship, Empire State IV, will soon need replacement with a newer vessel. Community News Group / Patrick Rocchio
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Da Franco & Tony

Open 7 days a week
Monday–Thursday 12–10:00PM
Friday & Saturday 12–11:00PM

Sunday 1:00–10:00PM

Franco & Tony welcomes you
We Would Like To 
Wish All A Happy 

and Healthy Easter 
and Passover!

Now Taking Easter Sunday 
Reservations!

We Deliver! 

2815 Middletown Road
Bronx, New York 10461

Construction on the P.S. 14 annex site continues to hum along. Community 
News Group / Patrick Rocchio

BY PATRICK ROCCHIO
The community continues 

to thirst for more informa-
tion regarding the expansion 
at P.S. 14. 

Waterbury LaSalle Com-
munity Association’s Freedom 
of Information Law, FOIL,  re-
quest for School Construc-
tion Authority inter-agency 
correspondence was rejected 
recently, association board 
members said. 

But despite the denial, it 
also appears that the WLCA 
may now have regular meet-
ings, possibly quarterly, with 
SCA offi cials. 

The meetings’ purpose 
would be to brief key WLCA 
members on construction of 
the 344-seat school addition 
and relay any work-related 
community concerns to SCA, 
according to Senator Jeff 
Klein’s offi ce. 

They meetings could also 
include invited NYC Depart-
ment of Education personnel, 
according to Klein’s offi ce, 
and may take place during the 
school day to accommodate 
their schedules. 

Two WLCA board mem-
bers met with SCA offi cials on 

WLCA, SCA plan P.S. 14 construction meet
Thursday, January 26, and the 
senator’s offi ce is working on 
scheduling another meeting 
in late May once the building’s 
footprints are complete, said 
members of Klein’s team. 

“We remain committed 
to facilitating routine meet-
ings between the entire P.S. 14 
community with the express 
intention of promoting com-
munication and transparency 
throughout the construction 
process,” said Klein in a state-
ment.  

Such meetings are all the 
more important once the foun-
dations are completed and 
more construction workers 
and materials are on site, said 
members of the senator’s of-
fi ce. 

A SCA offi cial, Michael 
Mirisola, indicated in a state-
ment that more meetings are 
indeed in the offi ng. 

“We value community 
feedback and will continue to 
engage in meaningful discus-
sions with community mem-
bers,” the statement read.  
“We look forward to attending 
future meetings that are orga-
nized by the senator’s offi ce. ”

In a separate development, 

Mary Jane Musano, a WLCA 
board member, said a FOIL re-
quest for documents related to 
the decision making process 
for the siting more classroom 
seats P.S. 14 was denied. 

“It was rejected on the 
grounds that what we were 
requesting was inter-agency 
communication,” said Mu-

sano of the request, which al-
lows the public access to cer-
tain government documents. 

The rejection of the FOIL 
made her suspicious, the ac-
tivist said. 

Kristin O’Neill, assis-
tant director of the Depart-
ment of State’s Committee on 
Open Government, said that a 

FOIL request could legally be 
turned down for inter-agency 
communications. 

“There is a provision of the 
Freedom of Information Law 
that allows agencies to with-
hold intra- and inter-agency 
communications with certain 
exceptions,” said O’Neill. 

Emails concerning the de-
liberative process where ideas 
are being shared aren’t re-
quired for release, she said. 

However, if they contain 
statistical or factual tabula-
tions of data, instructions to 
staff that affect the public or 
fi nal agency policy or deter-
minations, under the state’s 
FOIL law, they must be re-
leased, she said. 

The WLCA said its FOIL ef-
fort was for the purpose of ob-
taining SCA correspondence 
that identifi ed potential is-
sues: environmental or con-
struction-related. 

Among the issues WLCA 
addressed were a possible 
underground oil tank in the 
schoolyard that may be dis-
rupted during construction, 
replacement of mature trees 
that were removed and traffi c 
concerns, said Musano.
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BY ROBERT CHRISTIE
Up and coming entrepreneurs and 

local business owners will now have a 
place to get some work done thanks to 
the new Bronx Coworks on Third Av-
enue.

Creators of the Bronx Coworks and 
members of the 3rd Avenue Business 
Improvement District invited local 
community members and elected offi -
cials to a ribbon cutting at the new of-
fi ces on Thursday, April 6.

Councilman Rafael Salamanca be-
lieves the space will be key for local 
business owners.

“Bronx Coworks will be a great re-
source for local small businesses,” said 
Salamanca. “We’ve seen similar mod-
els thrive in other parts of the city, and 
this offers a great opportunity for en-
trepreneurs and small businesses that 
either started in the Bronx and want 
to stay local to do so, and for others to 
locate here.” 

“This could be huge,” he added.
Bronx Coworks is similar to the We-

Work program which offers rentable 
offi ce space throughout Manhattan, 
Brooklyn and Queens.

The co-working space, located on the 
third fl oor at 2825 Third Avenue, offers 
small offi ces, large offi ces, conference 
rooms, Wi-Fi, and a large common area 
with multiple sofas.

Members must pay an annual mem-
bership fee of $35 to use the space.

From there, Bronx Coworks offers 
multiple options to accommodate vari-
ous needs.

If someone is looking to use the facil-
ity for a day, they can pay $25 and have 
access to Wi-Fi and the common area. 

The $250 per month option allows you 
access to the common area, Wi-Fi, a per-
sonal locker and use of the conference 
room for 30 minutes.

The $375 per month option offers a desk 
in a bullpen area  with other people who 
are also working.

The plan also includes 60 minutes of 
conference room use and access to a smart 

Bronx Coworks offers 
affordable offi ce space

TV.
If you’re running a more professional 

operation, you can rent a private offi ce 
starting at $525 per month.

The plan includes amenities similar to 
the previous options while offering fi ling 
cabinets and a lockable door.

Bronx Coworks also offers options for 
people looking to rent only the conference 
room.

Roger Saad, vice president of the BID 
and a stakeholder in the 2825 Third Av-
enue building, said Bronx CoWorks is a 
cheaper option for local business.

Saad said usually new businesses 
would have to fi nd an offi ce space, lease 
it, put down a security deposit and then 
spend money building the space to their 
liking.

“All of a sudden you’re in the red,” he 
said. “Here you don’t start off in the red - 
you start off positively.”

Michael C. Brady, director of the 3rd 
Avenue BID is excited about the possi-
bilities the offi ce space provides for the 
Bronx.

“Bronx Coworks is offering a co-work-
ing facility that one - promotes Bronx busi-
nesses - but two - builds a business network 
that can go beyond the Bronx,” said Brady

He also said having a coworking space 
can help with displacement in a redevelop-
ing south Bronx.

“What better way to avoid displace-
ment than offering affordable offi ce space 
for Bronx-based businesses,” he said. 

Brady said the space is already being 
used by an architect, graphic designer, 
freelance writers and even some major 
companies.

In addition, said Brady, a couple banks 
are looking to move some of their extra of-
fi ce needs to the facility.

The BID director also stressed that the 
space was not created using public fund-
ing.

Previously the space was used by a 
health and fi tness center.

(l-r) Roger Saad, Bronx Coworks operating manager and co-founder; Councilman Rafael 
Salamanca and Michael Brady, The HUB/Third Avenue Business Improvement District execu-
tive director, celebrated the co-working center’s grand opening. Photo by Aracelis Batista
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cross town
diner

BREAKFAST
LUNCH
DINNER

DELIVERY HOURS
MONDAY - FRIDAY 9AM-11PM
SATURDAY & SUNDAY 8AM-11PM

OPEN 24 HOURS THURSDAY, 
FRIDAY & SATURDAY

718-597-3450
718-597-1978

FAX:
718-597-2097

VAN NEST
ASSEMBLY 

OF GOD
755 Rhinelander Ave.

Bronx, NY 10462

Corner of Holland
2 blocks from 

White Plains Road

SPIRIT 
FILLED

PRAYER 
GUIDED

LOVE 
EXTENDED

PASTOR

ASSISTANT PASTOR 

YOUTH PASTOR

A HOUSE OF PRAYER FOR ALL NATIONS

Welcome to our caring, 
multi cultural, multi-generational, 

evangelistic home church!

5 services every Sunday. 
8:30 am, 10 am (Service & Sunday School) 

11:30 am, 4pm, 7pm.
Ministry programs and activities for 

all ages — all week — all year!

Come join us in prayer, praise 
and celebration!

www.vannestassembly.org

BY ARTHUR CUSANO
A string of MTA train 

crimes were reported in the 
Bronx in recent weeks as the 
borough’s subway crime stats 
encountered a bump.   

There were several as-
saults on Bronx trains in re-
cent weeks, with two incidents 
occurring on one day. 

On Monday, March 27 at 
3:35 p.m. two men grabbed a 
smart phone from a 10-year-
old boy in the Gun Hill Road 
subway station and began 
walking out of the station. 

The victim followed the 
thieves but was told to stop be-
cause they had a gun, accord-
ing to police.

A second incident occurred 
around 9:30 p.m. at the E. 183rd 
Street station when three men 
approached a 37-year-old man, 
with one of them punching the 
man in the face, knocking him 
to the ground, before the other 
two stole the man’s wallet and 
fl ed.

On Wednesday, March 15, 
a 58-year-old man was stabbed 
multiple times while riding 
the southbound IRT 6 train. 

The victim was taken to 
Jacobi Medical Center to be 

Bronx sees bump in MTA subway crime
treated for non-life threaten-
ing injuries, while the assail-
ant fl ed the scene.

In a joint April 3 press con-
ference held by the NYPD 
and the mayor, NYPD Deputy 
Commissioner Dermot Shea 
said there had been a large 
spike in crimes committed in 
the transit system in January, 
which then dissipated.

“That number came down 
in February but if you look at 
the March transit reported in-
dex crime it was nearly fl at, it 
was plus four incidents,” Shea 
said.

According to statistics ob-
tained from the offi ce of the 
NYPD Deputy Commissioner 
Public Information, seri-
ous transit crimes citywide 
dropped from 658 reported 
through April 9 in 2016 down 
to 638 for the same period this 
year.

Of the six main felony cate-
gories: murder, rape, robbery, 
assault, burglary and grand 
larceny, only robbery saw a 
jump while other numbers 
dropped. 

There were 100 robberies 
reported through April 9 in 
2016 and 140 reported so far 

this year. 
In the Bronx, crimes in 

those six categories are alto-
gether up from 101 in 2016 to 
122 in 2017, according to the 
NYPD. 

While robbery is down 
from 35 to 26, assault is up 
from 10 to 18. Grand larceny is 
also up sharply, from 56 to 77.

Councilman James Vacca 
said the city needs to get more 
NYPD transit offi cers on the 

trains and in subway sta-
tions, and said the city had 
to address the homeless or 
mentally ill individuals who 
needed help.

“I go down to City Hall 
three days a week and there 
is not a day that goes by that 
there is not someone demand-
ing money or harassing pas-
sengers or someone you know 
needs assistance and is not get-
ting it, and sometimes these in-

dividuals act out,” he said. “And 
(transit) police on the train are 
few and far between.”

“I don’t see the type of strat-
egy needed – it’s patchwork, 
not proactive at all,” he said.

Vacca said he supported 
more security cameras on sub-
ways, but didn’t see them as a 
solution. 

“I’m all for (the cameras), 
but they are only good after 
the act occurs,” he said.

There have been several crimes that have taken place in recent weeks on Bronx subway trains and stations, 
and an overall bump in serious transit crimes was reported across the borough. 
 Community News Group/Arthur Cusano
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FIAME president Josephine Fanelli (l) honored Lisa Martucci 
with a special recognition bouquet. Photo by Laura Stone

The Andy Galdi Special Education Award recipient Joanne Calabrese (r) with her son, Chris 
and FIAME Executive Board member Rosa Leoncini. Photo by Laura Stone

(l-r) FIAME Executive Board members Carol Ann Gilligan, Ray Vitiello, Joanne Ru-
bino, Silvia DiArco, Rosa Leoncini, Mary Ann Gorman, Roseanne Carotenuto and 
Rosemarie Peccora. Photo by Laura Stone

The Dominic Capone FIAME Service Award honoree Geri Sciortino (2nd from l) 
with (l-r) husband John and daughters Danielle and Nicole (2nd from r), Grace 
Salerno, Sal Mancini and Fran Zucchetto. Photo by Laura Stone

The Michael Tomasetti Administrator’s Award recipient Georgette Va-
lente with her sons, Salvatore (l) and Lorenzo. Photo by Laura Stone

Special recognition recipient Joanne Rubino (r) was honored 
by Fanelli. Photo by Laura Stone

The Forum of Italian Educators toasted several distinguished leaders at its 33rd annual 
dinner dance and awards gala on Friday, March 31 at Villa Barone Manor. This year’s hon-
orees included Thomas G. Giordano Leadership in Education Award recipients Michael 
Coppotelli, Archdiocese of New York associate superintendent of Student Government 
Affairs and Benjamin Basile, Mott Hall Community School principal; Michael Tomasetti 
Administrator’s Award recipients Jane Stefanini, St. Lucy School principal and Georgette 
Valente, P.S. 108 assistant principal; Excellence in Teaching Award recipients Victoria 
Galasso, St. Frances de Chantal School teacher and Chrissy Loretta, P.S. 83 teacher; Andy 
Galdi Special Education Award recipients Christine Capalbo, St. Raymond Elementary 
School Special Education Teacher Support Services teacher and Joanne Calabrese, P.S. 41 
English Language Learners teacher; Dominic Capone FIAME Service Award recipient Geri 
Sciortino, Bronx Design Group president; Philip J. Abinanti Community Service Award re-
cipient Dr. Angelo Michilli, Primacare Medical Associates doctor of Osteopathic Medicine; 
and Donation Award recipients Franciscan Sisters of the Renewal.

33rd Annual FIAME Dinner Dance Awards
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718-931-43352173 White Plains Road 
Just South of Pelham Pkwy.

OPEN
7 DAYS

SALE

25%
OFF

WE CARRY A WIDE VARIETY OF 
Organic Foods, Herbs, Homeopathic Products & More

SALE ENDS 05/07/17

NATURE’S WAY

SOLGAR  

A food truck is coming to Jacobi Medical Center April 21 and 24 that will 
bring a wide variety of  lun lunch options for employees. 
 Community News Group/Arthur Cusano

BY ARTHUR CUSANO
While gourmet food trucks 

have captured the hearts of 
some other boroughs, they are 
still a rare commodity in the 
Bronx. 

Aside from the ubiquitous 
hot dog, ice cream or taco 
stands found on many busy 
commercial streets, addi-
tional food options are few and 
far between.

That will change, at least 
for two days, at Jacobi Medical 
Center when it holds its fi rst 
ever food truck festival for its 
employees and surrounding 
community later this month. 

The event will be held on 
Friday, April 21 and Monday, 
April 24 from 10:30 a.m. and 
4:30 p.m. 

Jacobi Human Resources 
events coordinator Nery Mu-
noz said the event is aimed at 
providing employees with an 
opportunity to try new things 
at lunchtime after getting em-
ployee feedback.  

There are two vendors in-
side the hospital, as well as a 
few trucks that park on Pelham 
Parkway on a regular basis. 

Beyond those options or 
ordering takeout, Munoz 

Food Truck Fest coming to Jacobi soon
said employees wanted more 
choices.   

“We do multiple surveys 
here at the hospital, and we 
ask patients or staff what we 
can do to make things better,” 
Munoz said. “On two separate 
occasions, it was mentioned 
that the food options could be 
a little more diverse.”

The food truck festival, one 
of the fi rst in the Bronx, will 
feature around a dozen area 
food trucks hawking every-
thing from empanadas to mac 
and cheese to bratwurst. 

Many are members of the 
New York Food Truck Asso-
ciation, which lobbies for the 
burgeoning industry.

Already scheduled to ap-
pear are The Empanada So-
nata; Deli N’ Dogs kosher 
truck; Yankee Doodle Dandy 
All-American Truck; the 
Stuf’d Truck (sandwiches); 
Mac Truck NYC; La Bella 
Torta (Italian pastries); Hud-
son Foods (fried foods); Chef 
Samir Truck (Mediterranean 
vegan); Carl’s Steak Foods 
Truck; German Bratwurst 
Group; Los Viajeros (Mexi-
can); Jolly Fat Pig (Latin fu-
sion) and local favorite Rudy 

the BBQ Man.
Unfortunately there is 

no parking on site for those 
hoping to dine from outside 
the hospital, but Munoz said 
some parking can be found on 
nearby streets such as East-
chester Road and Seminole 
Avenue. 

The 49th Precinct Commu-
nity Affairs team will also be 
assisting with the event. 

Jacobi spokesman John 
Doyle said the event is really 
focused on doing something 
for the hospital’s employees.

“The hospital is trying 
new and different ways of em-
ployee engagement to show 
them they are indeed valued,” 
Doyle said.

Doyle said the two or three 
food trucks that park outside 
the hospital on a regular ba-
sis are popular, especially Los 
Viajeros.

“They are top notch,” Doyle 
said. “They attract people 
from off campus as well.”

Those unable to attend the 
two-day festival will have an-
other chance later this year. 

A second festival is being 
planned for September, with 
three trucks already booked.
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Many people enjoyed participating in the day’s sample adaptive sports sessions. 
 Photo courtesy of Montefi ore Health System

The Department of Physical Medicine and Rehabilitation at Montefi ore, the NYC Parks De-
partment, the Wheelchair Sports Federation and Walk with a Doc hosted the inaugural Adap-
tive Sports Open House on Saturday, April 1 at the Williamsbridge Oval.m The free sporting 
event featured hands-on demonstrations, sample adaptive sports sessions and a one-mile 
walk with Montefi ore doctors.

INAUGURAL ADAPTIVE SPORTS OPEN HOUSE

(-r) Inspirational award winner Angelica Rey; Allerton International Merchants honoree Jac-
queline Acevedo-Villanueva; Gene DeFrancis, Allerton International Merchants director and 
Inspirational Award winner Norma Lopez Vargas. Photo by Ray Maldonado

(l-r) Allerton International Merchants Association’s Christine Ryall, sergeant at arms; Ve-
ronica Castro, secretary; Gene DeFrancis, director; Varahn Chamblee, recording secretary; 
Larry Mauriello, board advisor and Maryann Cordani, volunteer. Photo by Ray Maldonado

In honor of its fourth anniversary, the Allerton International Merchants Association honored the Marketing and Advertising Solutions Inc. founder, Jackie Acevado, at its annual cocktail 
party on Tuesday, April 4 at the Sanz Banquet Hall. The Allerton International Merchants also presented Inspirational Awards to educator Angelica Rey, community activist Norma Lopez 
Vargas and slain Emergency Medical Technician Yadira Arroyo.

ALLERTON MERCHANTS CELEBRATE ANNIVERSARY

‘The Bronx Now’ host Joseph Kelleher (l) with Michael Max Knob-
be, BronxNet executive director.  Photo by Silvio Pacifi co

Bronxites were treated to a special showcase celebration and 
screening for BronxNet’s newest program, ‘The Bronx Now’ on 
Monday, April 3 at the Residence Inn by Marriott. Hosted by Jo-
seph Kelleher, ‘The Bronx Now’ details the rich culture, innova-
tive technology, economic resources and all the unique quali-
ties which make the borough a great place to do business. The 
program produced by BronxNet with support from Westchester 
Square Business Improvement District and Hutchinson Metro 
Center features business owners and shines a light on Bronx 
neighborhoods and institutions.

BRONXNET SCREENS ‘THE BRONX NOW’

Bronx Community College celebrated its 60th anniversary on Wednesday, April 5 as a public 
academic center that has transformed the lives of ten of thousands of students from mostly 
low-income, immigrant backgrounds. The college’s critical role was recognized with a spe-
cial City Council proclamation delivered on the steps of City Hall.

BRONX COMMUNITY COLLEGE CELEBRATES 60TH

Councilman Fernando Cabrera (l) presented Dr. Thomas Isekenegbe, Bronx Community Col-
lege president, a 60th Anniversary proclamation. Photo courtesy of Bronx Community College
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14oz CUT OF BLACK 
ANGUS PRIME RIB

SOUP OR SALAD, PRIME RIB POTATO, 
VEGETABLES & DESSERT

$1995

PRIME RIB 
TUESDAYS

18oz BLACK ANGUS SHELL STEAK
SERVED ON SIZZLING PLATTER

HOUSE SPECIAL

BEST STEAK
IN THE NECK!

Join us on Easter Sunday
We will be serving Brunch

from 11 am til 2pm
Easter Dinner

From 2pm til 10pm

CELEBRATING 20 YEARS IN BUSINESS!!!!
Happy Easter

to All our Customers and Friends
From the Clipper Crew

Throggs Neck

CLIPPER
Home of Good Food & Strong Drinks
A place where strangers are not strangers ... but friends who have yet to meet!
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EARLY BIRD DINNER
Monday–Thursday

4PM–6PM

Soup or Salad,
 Entrée, Coffee & Dessert

SUNDAY BRUNCH
11AM–3PM

Includes choice of Mimosa, 
Bloody Mary or Glass Of Beer

Traditional Irish Breakfast

COMPLETE
LUNCH

MON. – FRI.

$7 BAR LUNCHES
Monday–Friday 12PM–4PM

$2 DOMESTIC
PINTS
Til 6PM

$1495
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FR
EE Pons Summer

Fresh Extra 
Virgin Olive Oil

W
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H 
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AN

FRESH HAMBURGER
PRIME LONDON BROIL
ITALIAN SAUSAGE
STUFFED CHICKEN BREAST
CHICKENS
SPARE RIBS
FRESH CALAS

RARE ROAST BEEF
HORMEL HAM (LESS SODIUM)
ROASTED TURKEY BREAST
BOAR’S HEAD HAM
BOAR’S HEAD TURKEY
LAND O’LAKES AMERICAN
HORMEL DOMESTIC SWISS

JUMBO SHRIMP
CLAMS (DOZEN)
LOBSTER TAIL 3oz
TILAPIA FILLET
I.Q.F. SHRIMP (31-40)
SNOW CRAB (JUMBO)
JUMBO BACALAO

$10999
ALL THIS FOR

5 PEOPLE CAN
EAT FOR 5 DAYS

ALL THIS FOR

CADILLAC PLAN

FR
EE Spectrum

Organic Coconut
Oil 54 oz.

5 Pieces Shell Steak
1 1/2 lbs Veal Cutlets
3 lbs CC Pork Chops
6 lbs Chicken (2)
3 lbs Chuck Chop

2 lbs Chuck Filet
2 lbs Sh. London Broil
2 lbs Chicken Cutlets
2 lbs Sh. Lamb Chops
2 lbs Beef Stew
2 lbs Shell Steak
2 lbs Club Steak
2 lbs Chicken Legs
2 Lbs Chicken Breasts
2 lbs Chuck Chop
2 lbs Sausage
2 lbs CC Pork Chops

$14999NEW! SHOP AT HOME SERVICE
NO TIME TO SHOP? LET US DO IT FOR YOU SAME DAY

SERVICE!

La Tourangelle
Avocado Oil
33.6 oz.FR

EE

$9999
ALL THIS FOR

WOW
1 lb Veal Cutlets
2 lbs Chicken Cutlets
2 lbs Chuck Chop
2 lbs Italian Sausage
6 lbs Chicken
3 pcs. Club Steak
2 lbs CC Pork Chops

W
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H 
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W
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H 
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1 lb. Hormel Ham
1 lb. Oven Roast Turkey Breast
1 lb. Citero Genoea Salami
1 lb. L O L American Cheese
ALL THIS FOR

COLD CUT FEAST

Sucker Punch
Gormet Pickles
24 oz. Spicy GarlicFR

EE
W

IT
H 

PL
AN

$1999

Mon-Sat 7am - 7pm 

ON PURCHASES OVER $50

www.giordanobigg.com

Leg of Lamb
French Racks of Lamb
Fillet Mignon
Oven Stuffers
Prime Rib Roast
Seasoned Pork Roast
Baby Lamb
Baby Goat

$4.99lb.

$5.99lb.

$3.99lb.

$4.99lb.

3 FOR 15
$3.59lb.

$1.49lb.

$8.99lb.

$4.99lb.

$5.99lb.

$8.99lb.

$8.99lb.

$5.99lb.

$6.99lb.

$9.99lb.

$6.99doz

$5.99ea.

$3.99lb.

$8.50lb.

$12.99lb.

$12.99lb.

FOR EASTER DINNER

CLOSED
EASTER
SUNDAY

(Left) Princessis an 8-10 year old Chihuahua mix. While 
she does enjoy her fast-paced walking and occasional 
playtime, she pretty much has an overall calm and mel-
low personality. She loves laying next to you (or on your 
lap) and just relaxing. She does get along with other 
dogs but she prefers that they have the same calm 
personality as she does - she isn’t a big fan of other 
dogs with TOO much energy. She is also 100% house 
trained. She is currently in a foster home and hasn’t 
had a single accident.

(Right) Bridges is a 4 year old Maine Coon male cat  
(both age and breed are guesstimates). He was surren-
dered by his owners with a gaping wound, most likely 
a bite, and his fur was completely matted. We have no 
idea what this poor cat has been through but with med-
ical care and some TLC from our volunteers, Bridges is 
healing wonderfully. We promise you, Bridges, you will 
never be hurt again.*Bridges is a diabetic and needs a 
daily injection . 

To adopt any of these pets, email newbeginningani-
malrescue@gmail.com or call 347-691-3282.

NEW BEGINNING 
ANIMAL RESCUE PETS

Transportation 
services for seniors

Do you need help getting to and from your med-
ical appointments?  Transportation Services are 
available to seniors Monday through Friday, 8 a.m/ 
to 4p.m., in community districts 9, 10, 11 and 12.

  • Door to door service for all medical appoint-
ments

• Courteous, professional drivers
• Clean vehicles
• Handicap accessibility, including wheelchair 

lifts 
For further information, contact Mildred Car-

dona, program director of the R.A.I.N. Transporta-
tion Program at (718)-882-8513.  

As a service to his constituents, Assemblyman 
Michael R. Benedetto will be sponsoring an AARP 
Driver Safety course on Saturday, May 13, from 9 
a.m. to 3 p.m.. The course is held at Fort Schuyler 
House, 3077 Cross Bronx Expressway. 

Space is limited.  Registration for this class be-
gins on Monday, April 17, at  9:30 a.m.  No reserva-
tions will be taken prior to that time!

To reserve a seat, call (718) 892-2235. The cost is 
$20 for AARP members and $25 for non-members. 

This 6-hour course will refresh your driving 
knowledge with a review of time-tested safe driving 
tips.  Those who complete the course will receive a 
reduction of approximately 10 percent from the base 
rate of automobile and motorcycle liability premi-
ums each year for three years.

AARP Driver Safety Program

On Thursday, 
April 13, at 10:30 a.m., 
EbLens will celebrate 
the opening of its new-
est retail store at 440 
North Avenue in New 
Rochelle NY. This will 
be their 43rd store and 
the sixth location they 
operate in New York 
State.

In 2016 the com-
pany embarked on a 
journey of expansion 

southward from their 
home in Connecticut 
into New York State. Af-
ter opening three suc-
cessful locations in 
Westchester County and 
Long Island, they are ex-
cited and honored to now 
serve the community of 
New Rochelle. They of-
fer the latest in casual 
fashion from the some of 
the world’s best brands 
like Nike, Jordan, Adi-

das, Timberland, Levi’s 
and New Era. It’s their 
goal to provide friendly 
service and convenient 
access to today’s hottest 
looks made for a modern 
urban lifestyle.

After almost 70 years 
of business, EbLens con-
tinues to honor the heri-
tage and values of their 
founders by adapting 
and evolving to better 
service their customer’s 

needs - always look-
ing forward and never 
backward (Nunquam 
Retrosum). They are 
proud to become part 
of New Rochelle’s 
growing business com-
munity and will work 
tirelessly to fulfi ll the 
footwear and apparel 
needs of New Rochelle 
and the surrounding 
area for many years to 
come.

EbLens grand opening in New Rochelle
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The Morris Park Community Associa-
tion toasted a exemplary community 
leaders at its 43rd annual dinner dance 
on Saturday, April 8 at Marina del Rey 
Caterers. Community leaders, elected 
offi cials, family and friends all joined in 
honoring this year’s honorees Benjamin 
Soccodato, educational consultant and 
former P.S. 83 principal and Dr. Edward 
Casey, longtime Calvary Hospital staff 
member, general practitioner and pal-
liative care physician on their many 
achievements and successful careers.

Morris Park Community Association’s Dinner Dance

Honoree Dr. Casey (front, r) received 
congratulations from his wife, children, 
spouses and grandchildren. 
 Photo by Laura Stone

(l-r) Assemblyman Michael Benedetto; NYS comptroller Thomas DiNapoli; Silvio Maz-
zella, MPCA board member; Al D’Angelo, MPCA vice president; Senator Jeff Klein; Tony 
Signorile, MPCA president; Frank Agovino, MPCA second vice president; Chris Ales-
sandro, MPCA treasurer; Thomas Messina representing Congressman Crowley and 
Assemblyman Mark Gjonaj. Photo by Laura Stone

Honorees Dr. Casey (2nd from l) and Benjamin Soccodato (c) proudly accepted their 
special commendations from (l-r) Assemblyman Gjonaj, Senator Klein and Congress-
man Eliot Engel. Photo by Laura Stone

Jackie DiMaggio performed a rousing rendition of the Na-
tional Anthem. Photo by Laura Stone

Tony Signorile (r) received a special commenda-
tion from Mariel de la Cruz representing Comp-
troller Scott Stringer. Photo by Laura Stone

The SUNY Maritime College Color Guard gave a crowd 
pleasing opening performance. Photo by Laura Stone

Honoree Benjamin Soccodato (c) at-
tended the awards gala with (l-r) his 
daughter-in-law   Charisse Soccodato, 
daughter Jacqueline, son Ben, wife 
Lois, daughter Amy and son-in-law 
Raymond Downs. Photo by Laura Stone
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March was very busy month for the Bronx Charter Schools for Better Learning students. On Thursday, March 9, Bryan Collier, winner of both the Coretta Scott King Award and the Ezra 
Jack Keats New Illustrator Award, visited kindergarters to read his award-winning awards, ‘Uptown’ and discussed how he goes through his creative process. BBL students and parents 
attended the Boston Celtics versus Brooklyn Nets basketball game on Friday, March 17. On Wednesday, March 29, BBL 1 second graders, teachers, assistants and parent chaperones em-
barked on a fi eld trip to KumGangSan, a Korean restaurant in Flushing, Queens to practice what they’ve learned in their weekly Korean class. BBL 2 also hosted a Parent-Staff Basketball 
Game to deepen the importance of relationships between family and staff with staff earning the victory.

SCHOOLS FOR BETTER LEARNING RECAPS

Bronx Charter Schools for Better Learning students listened to author Bryan Collier read from 
his his award-winning book, ‘Uptown’ and lead students in creating their own art project.
 Photo courtesy of Bronx Charter Schools for Better Learning

The Bronx Charter School for Better Learning 2 Parent-Staff Basketball Game was a ‘slam 
dunk’. Photo courtesy of Bronx Charter Schools for Better Learning

(l-r) Lieutenant Kwo, Lisa Tuozzolo, Chazz Palminteri and Phil Foglia had a great evening. 
 Photo courtesy of Phil Foglia

Bronx native and Oscar nominated actor Chazz Palminteri and Phil Foglia hosted a dinner 
for Lisa Tuozzolo, the wife of slain 43rd Precinct sergeant Paul Tuozzolo and his partner 
lieutenant Emmanuel Kwo who was wounded in last November’s shootout on Thursday, April 
6 at Chazz Palminteri Ristorante Italiano on 890 2nd Avenue.

PALMINTERI HONORS TUOZZOLO’S WIFE, PARTNER

Offi cer Nova (c) graciously accepted her citations from (l-r) Dan Hogle from Senator Jeff 
Klein’s offi ce; captain Ghonz and Bob Bieder, 45th Precinct Community Council president. 
 Community News Group/Patrick Rocchio

The 45th Precinct Community Council presented its Cop of the Month Award to offi cer Mar-
tha Nova during its meeting on Thursday, April 6 at the Hellenic School Gym. Police offi cer 
Nova was recognized for intervening in a domestic violence dispute where the perp was a 
known drug user. According to captain Carlos Ghonz, 45th Precinct commanding offi cer, 
much like previous Cop of the Month honorees, offi cer Nova will receive her own parking 
spot for the month.

PO NOVA NAMED COP OF THE MONTH

Student artists with their teacher Tiffany MacKnight (back, 4th from l) gallery owner Ron 
Terner (2nd row, 2nd from r) and art show sponsor Joe Moscato (front, 3rd from r). 
 Photo courtesy of Loretta Zaino

The Community Health Academy of the 
Heights Student Art Show celebrated its 
opening reception on Saturday, April 1 at 
the Focal Point Art Gallery on 321 City Island 
Avenue. Approximately 130 student-created 
works will be on display for the whole month 
of April. The gallery is open daily from 10 
a.m. to 6 p.m. (right) Oswald Gomez proudly 
displayed his kaleidoscopic portrait. 
 Photo courtesy of Loretta Zaino

FOCAL POINT 
GALLERY EXHIBITS

 STUDENT ART
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Appetizers
Fried Calamari

Stuffed Mushrooms 
Shrimp Cocktail

Eggplant Rollatini 

Entrees
Roast Leg of Lamb 

served with Vegetables & Potato

Broiled Stuffed Filet of Sole 
served with Vegetable 

Prime Rib Ajus
served with Vegetable

Chicken Breast
with Artichoke Hearts & Mushrooms in a delicious Sauce served with Vegetable

 Pasta Primavera 

D essert
Chocolate Cake, Carrot Cake

or Cheese Cake

OUR REGULAR MENU WILL ALSO BE AVAILABLE



BRONX TIMES REPORTER, APRIL 14-20, 201732    BTR

Prestige Properties & 
Development Co., Inc. has 
named Colliers International 
Group Inc. (NASDAQ:CIGI, 
TSX:CIG) as exclusive leasing 
agent for 2100 Bartow Avenue, 
a 206,730-square-foot offi ce 
building in Co-op City. The 
four-story, Class A asset sits 
just off the Hutchinson River 
Parkway and I-95, and serves 
as the offi ce component of the 
over two million-square-foot 
mixed-use Bay Plaza develop-
ment. 

 Colliers’ Al Gutierrez, 
Stephanie Coleman and Cam-
eron Paktinat, based in the 
global real estate services 
fi rm’s Stamford, Conn., offi ce, 
along with Brian Given out of 
its Manhattan operation, are 
heading the assignment. The 
team is marketing space on 
2100 Bartow Avenue’s second 
and third fl oors, with avail-
abilities ranging from 2,000 
to 80,000 square feet. The of-

The Offi ce at Bay Plaza now leasing
fering marks the fi rst time in 
more than two decades that 
space has come online for 
lease at the building.

 “In a market with very 
few large-block opportunities, 
2100 Bartow Ave. can accom-
modate users with signifi cant 
requirements,” Gutierrez said. 
“At the same time, it offers an 
ideal setting for smaller ten-
ants seeking easily accessible, 
mass transit-served space in 
the heart of a thriving mixed-
use development with restau-
rants, retail and entertain-
ment. The property offers 
excellent visibility from both 
the Hutch and I-95.”

 2100 Bartow Avenue is an-
chored by major companies. 
“This property provides a 
great fi t for diverse tenants 
seeking a true lifestyle-fo-
cused setting for their em-
ployees,” Coleman noted. 
“The building is especially 
well-positioned to accommo-

date medical offi ce users. We 
are seeing strong demand 
from that sector as hospital 
systems continue to branch 
out. Additionally, this region 
is still underserved for vari-
ous medical modalities and 
offers limited medical offi ce 
inventory.”

 Prestige Properties & 
Development Co., Inc. will 
launch a program of capital 
improvements at 2100 Bartow 
Ave. in early 2017, including 
an upgraded front entry, land-
scaping and signage, new roof-
ing and other improvements. 
Tenants at the property enjoy 
ample parking and access to 
more than two million square 
feet of dining, entertainment 
and retail offerings onsite at 
Bay Plaza. The property in-
cludes The Mall at Bay Plaza, 
which opened in 2014 as New 
York City’s fi rst new enclosed 
mall in 40 years.

 “We had the vision to de-

2100 Bartow Avenue is now leasing.

velop a mixed-use site in the 
Bronx,” noted Sam Shalem, 
chairman and CEO, Prestige 
Properties & Development 
Co., Inc. “We are excited to re-
vitalize the offi ce component 
of the complex. The location 
and on-site amenities make 

2100 Bartow Ave. a great place 
to work.”

 In addition to having its 
own Hutchinson River Park-
way exit, the Bay Plaza/2100 
Bartow Ave. campus is ad-
jacent to I-95 Exit 11 and is 
served by multiple bus lines.

Asthma is a health condi-
tion that can occur in indi-
viduals of any age group, but 
up until recently, it was seen 
as a disease of young people. 
Between 8-10% of older adults 
in the United States over the 
age of 65 have asthma (the 
rate in the Bronx is 8.1%). We 
also know that women are 
more often impacted than 
men are, people of color have 
higher rates of asthma (pos-
sibly because of environmen-
tal factors) and that asthma 
tends to run in families, and 
is associated with having 
other allergies.

Asthma is a lung disease 

by Healthy Seniors CLiCC Asthma
that requires treatment, it 
does not go away and there 
is currently not a cure. It is 
a serious illness that you 
will need to manage in close 
partnership with your health 
care provider. 

Symptoms of asthma come 
from infl ammation within 
the linings of your airways. 
Common signs and symp-
toms of asthma are wheez-
ing, coughing, shortness of 
breath, chest tightness, in-
creased mucus production, 
and waking up at night from 
these symptoms. Asthma is 
triggered by many things 
like dust, mold, air pollution, 

weather, strong perfume or 
cologne, exercise, stress and 
smoke. 

You can learn how to re-
spond to triggers better, so 
that you can control your 
asthma. Here are some rec-
ommendations: 1) when it is 
cold outside, wear a scarf over 
your mouth so that you do not 
directly breathe in the cold 
air, 2) create a clean zone in 
your home, especially where 
you sleep, 3) work with your 
family members, co-workers 
and neighbors to help create 
an asthma-safe environment, 
4) start with small goals to 
control asthma triggers and 

build towards larger ones.
Medications are criti-

cally important in managing 
asthma and using them con-
sistently as directed by your 
doctor or nurse practitioner 
helps you control your symp-
toms, so that you can live a 
healthier life. 

Another critical compo-
nent to successful asthma 
treatment is to create an 
Asthma Action Plan to-
gether with your health care 
provider so that you know 
what to do when you fi rst no-
tice your asthma is getting 
worse. 

You can often stop an 

asthma attack when you 
catch it early and take your 
medicine as outlined in your 
Asthma Action Plan. Here is 
a link to a sample asthma ac-
tion plan from the US Depart-
ment of Health and Human 
Services/the National Insti-
tutes of Health: Asthma_Ac-
tion_Plan

Reference: US Depart-
ment of Health and Human 
Services. (2013). So you have 
asthma. A guide for patients 
and their families. Retrieved 
from: https://www.nhlbi.nih.
gov/files/docs/public/lung/
SoYouHaveAsthma_ PRINT-
reduced-fi lesize.pdf

BY PAUL GOLLUSCIO
Hello all!
First off, Happy Easter 

and Happy Passover to all. To 
you atheists, happy Tuesday 
afternoon.

Be advised that the NYC 
Department of Veterans Af-
fairs is alive and well. BG, 
US Army (Ret.) Loree Sutton, 
MD is running this and can 
be reached at (212) 416-5250. 
They are located at one Cen-
ter Street, NY, 10007. 

They have general vend-
ing licenses, military re-
quests for relief, property tax 
relief, vets preference points 
for NYC Civil Service exams, 
blind annuity program and 

tons more. 
Give them a call and re-

quest a fl ier of benefi ts. This 
in from Gloria Castellano of 
the St. Ray’s Senior Center 
and long time supporter of 
Vet Affairs.

Speaking of  vet support-
ers, last week I wrote that we 
are donating $200 to Cathy 
Praino to offset postage for 
goodie packages to the troops 
overseas. 

Well, Cathy calls me and 
corrects me, It is not just 
Cathy but the entire Wom-
en’s Auxiliary of the Korony 
Post. 

There you go, a wrong 
righted. Thanks to all.

Need a DD-214, Call (866) 
272-6272 for replacements, 
just follow the instructions of 
the voice on the other end.

Annoyed by robo-calls? 
Just hang up. Y

ou can tell the bogus calls 
by a pause after you say 
hello 

The call is then trans-
ferred to Pakistan or Bangla-
desh (judging by the accent). 

I hang up at the pause.
The post is doing well. We 

may soon have some fresh-
men students from Lehman 
High School helping around 
the grounds. 

They are also going to 
the Square and neatening 
up around the stores and the 
park. 

Happy to have them.
Dues are still due. Keep 

them coming.
Trivia Time

Two weeks ago I wrote 
about the closing of Alcatraz 
and the last inmate to leave. 
Didn’t have his name at that 
time but my Triviologist, 
Joe Cusimano came through  

once again. His name was 
Frank Weatherman.

Twinkies were invented 
in Schiller Park, IL on April 
6, 1930. the fi rst one is still 
edible.

Longacre Square became 
Times Square on April 8, 
1904.

On the same date in 1974, 
Hank Aaron hit homer 715.

Again, on the same date, 
in 1991, the last Automat 
closed.

The Civil War ended on 
April 9, 1865.

There, your brains are 
full. Keep the troops in your 
prayers , take a vet to lunch 
and God bless.
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 Choose One                                                                                                         

Seasoned Fried Calamari
served with marinara sauce 

Sliced Tomato and Mozzarella
with frantoiano olives& roasted red peppers                                                                                     

Zucchini Sticks
served with marinara sauce                               

Coconut Shrimp
served with tartar sauce                                                                                                                                            

Baked Clams Oreganata                                                                                           
chopped clams mixed with seasoned breadcrumbs                                                                                                                 

Golden Fried Chicken Fingers                                                                                        
served with a honey mustard sauce                                                                                                           

Potato Skins Topped with Bacon & Cheddar                                                                                         
served with sour cream

       Choose One                                                                                                                            

Mixed Greens Salad with choice of dressing                                                                                                       
or Soup D’Jour                                                           

        Choose One                                             

Succulent Roast Leg of American Lamb                                                                                    
served with lamb gravy                                                                                                                                      

10 oz. Filet Mignon ( add $5)                                                                                                                                 
served with a mushroom demi glaze                                                                                                                              

Roast Prime Rib of  Angus Beef  (add $5)                                                                                                                  
slow roasted & served with Au jus                                                                                                      

Chicken Franchese                                                                                                                                    
lightly battered & sautéed fi let of chicken with a lemon butter sauce                                                           

Stuffed Filet of Sole                                                                                                                               
seasoned crabmeat wrapped around tender fi lets of sole 

with a light lemon butter sauce                                                                                  
Pistachio Crusted Salmon                                                                                                               

served with a Dijon mustard cream sauce                                                                                                  

Chicken Cordon Bleu
Breaded chicken breast stuffed with ham and cheese and served with

a light cream pan gravy

All above Entrees are served with a choice  of 
potato and creamed spinach and turnips                                                           

Seafood Penne
shrimp, scallops, & sundried tomatoes in a mushroom cream sauce                                                                                 

Choose One                                                                                              
Carrot Cake, Bread Pudding, New York Cheesecake 

Easter Sunday
    Dinner Menu

includes appetizer, salad, 
entrée, dessert, tea/coffee

$35
Mozzarella Sticks with fries 

Chicken Fingers with fries

Mini Sliders with fries

Mini Lamb Dinner
with mashed potato, turnips and lamb gravy

Pasta with butter or marinara sauce

Choice of Chocolate or Vanilla Ice-Cream
Unlimited Soda/Juice or Milk
        

$1095

Restaurant & Bar
4029 East Tremont A 0

The Wicked Wolf
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P.S. 294 students enjoyed listening to Borough President Diaz’s narration of a children’s tale. 
 Photo courtesy of Borough President Ruben Diaz, Jr.’s Offi ce

Borough President Ruben Diaz, Jr. read ‘Mango, Abuela and Me’ by Meg Medina to third grad-
ers at P.S. 294 on Wednesday, April 5. The event was part of the Radio 103.9 FM Book Jam and 
the NYC Department of Education’s NYC Reads 365 campaign.

DIAZ READS TO P.S. 294 STUDENTS

Ice House Cafe’s Justin (2nd from l) and Terry Dambinskas (2nd from r) graciously accepted 
an award certifi cate from veteran advocate Patrick Devine (l) and community partner John 
Marano. Photo courtesy of John Marano

The Theodore Korony American Legion Post 253 presented an award to Justin Dambinskas, 
proprietor of Hammonds Cove, on Thursday, March 30 for his role in temporarily storing do-
nated Trumps Links golf carts for James J. Peters VA patients to travel around the facility’s 
parking lot and building. Universal Towing helped the veterans transport the carts from 
Hammonds Cove Marina to the VA on Friday, March 10 with a donated truck.

VETERANS SALUTE JUSTIN DAMBINSKAS

(l-r) Edgewater Park Social & Welfare Association members Barbara Gambichler, Mary 
Sacco and Rebecca Diaz helped create a feast for the guests. Photo by Laura Stone

Jessie Poli placed his tickets for the prizes up for grabs.
 Photo by Laura Stone

The Edgewater Park Social and Welfare 
Association got into the Easter spirit 
by hosting its annual Easter Luncheon 
on Sunday, April 9 at the Edgewater 
Volunteer Fire Department House. The 
celebration featured delicious food, 
Easter baskets, gifts, raffl e prizes and 
great friends. All proceeds raised at the 
event went toward assisting Edgewater 
Park families in need of food.

EDGEWATER 
PARK’S EASTER

 LUNCHEON

Christopher Upperman (l), American Entrepreneurship Award CEO with Penn Law’s Brincey Grant 
and Praveen Kosuri. Photo by Laura Stone

Experienced Penn Law students led informative sessions for aspiring entrepreneurs. 
 Photo by Laura Stone

The American Entrepreneurship Award, a non-profi t established to support aspiring 
and early stage entrepreneurs in Miami-Dade County, FL and the Bronx, hosted ‘Law-
UP: A Start-Up Business Legal Clinic’ on Saturday, April 1 at Hostos Community College. 
The introductory workshop in partnership with the University of Pennsylvania Law 
School’s Entrepreneurship Legal Clinic, assisted aspiring entrepreneurs in learning 
how to structure, brand and fi nance their new businesses.

AEA, PENN LAW HOST BUSINESS CLINIC
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PADDY’S ON THE BAY
R ESTAUR ANT & BAR

(718) 430-6651 | PaddysontheBay.com

GOOD FOOD...HONEST DRINKS...GOOD TIMES...

Keep Us In Mind For Your Special Occasion or Family Outing

LIVE  
MUSIC 
Every Sunday  

At 3pm

Happy Easter To All!
We Will Be Serving our Regular Menu  

and Easter Specials on Sunday!

OUTDOOR  
DECK IS  

NOW OPEN!
Serving Lunch  

and Dinner  
7 Days A Week!
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The loss of life and its effect on fam-
ilies throughout the country inspired 
the creation of Children of Fallen Pa-

triots Foundation (Fallen Patriots). 
Fallen Patriots is seeking qualifi ed 

student applicants for college scholar-
ships for 2017. The foundation provides 
college scholarships to military chil-
dren who have lost a parent in active 
military service, including combat ca-
sualties, military training accidents, 
service-related illnesses, suicide and 
other duty-related deaths as ruled by 
the Department of Veterans Affairs.

Over 97% of those killed in action 
are men, often leaving behind a family 
who suffer through the ultimate sacri-
fi ce. Fallen Patriots hopes to locate the 
20,000 surviving military children who 
still could use their help. Since 2002, 
Children of Fallen Patriots has pro-
vided more than $15 million in total to 
over 600 students throughout their un-
dergraduate studies.

Surviving military scholars’ stories, 
and how they came to work with Fallen 
Patriots, may begin with tragedy, but 
each one of their scholars is a shining 
example of how the support of honor-
ing legacy results in inspiring success. 
Scholars have attended and graduated 
from schools all over the country with 
the fi nancial help of Fallen Patriots, 
view map here.

The success of Fallen Patriots can 
be told by countless surviving schol-
ars, but the need for fi nancial support 
continues to grow. Nearly 20,000 chil-
dren from all across America are still 
in need of future assistance. Fallen Pa-
triots continues to work to honor those 
who are no longer with us by giving to 
those they left behind.

* * *

The City Island Sail and Power 

Squadron will run America’s Boat-
ing Course. This boat and water safety 
course’s topics include: Boat Handling 
and Terminology, Navigational Rules 
of the Road, Sail and Motor Boating, 
Emergencies, and both State Boating 
and Personal Watercraft Certifi cations.

The course runs for three Tuesdays: 
May 2, 9 and 16, from 7 to 9:40 p.m. at the 
City Island Yacht Club, 63 Pilot Street, 
City Island. 

Instruction is free. Cost of supplied 
materials is $45. For more information 
email cityislandabc@gmail.com

* * *

AARP New York will be hosting a 
free paper shredding event to help pre-
vent consumer fraud at the Bronx Bor-
ough Hall 851 Grand Concourse, on 
Wednesday, May 3, from 11 a.m. to 2 p.m. 
Members of the public may bring up to 
three bags of documents to be shredded 
for free.  

AARP is hosting a series of shred-
ding events throughout the state in 
April and May as part of “Operation: 
Stop Scams.”  

For more information, visit www.
aarp.org/nystopscams.

* * *

The New York City Department of 

Sanitation announced two major mile-
stones for its high-rise apartment build-
ing recycling programs; re-fashioNYC 
has collected 10 million pounds of used 
clothing, towels and linens, while the 
electronics recycling program, e-cy-
cleNYC, has collected 10 million pounds 
of unwanted electronic items, such as 
computers and televisions.

DSNY operates the re-fashionNYC 
program in partnership with the non-
profi t Housing Works to make clothing 
donation easy through a convenient in-
building collection service. Apartment 
buildings with 10 or more units can ap-
ply to receive a donation bin placed in a 
common area of the building. Residents 
put their unwanted textiles in the bin. 
When the bin is full, the material is col-
lected and put to reuse. All proceeds 
from donations support the charitable 
mission of Housing Works. The pro-
gram began in 2010.

 Due to a New York State law, resi-
dents may no longer place electronic 
items in the trash as they often contain 
lead, mercury and cadmium, harm-
ful components that should not end up 
in a landfi ll. The e-cycleNYC program 
allows apartment buildings with more 
than 10 units to get their electronics col-
lected either with a collection bin or in 
a storage area. Residents place their un-
wanted electronics in the bin. When the 
bin is full, the material is collected and 
then recycled. Other options in the pro-
gram, include household special waste 
drop-off sites, SAFE Disposal events, 
and NYC’s pilot curbside program in 
Staten Island. The program is a public-
private partnership between the De-
partment and ERI; it is fully funded by 
electronics manufacturers and is free 
to taxpayers and participating build-
ings. The program began in 2013.

 The milestone announcement was 
made at Strivers Gardens, a building 
participating in both the e-cycleNYC 
and re-fashionNYC programs since 
May 2015. To date, the complex has re-
cycled 3,060 pounds of electronics, and 
21,420 pounds of clothing and textiles. 
Additionally, in September 2015, resi-
dents began participating in the NYC 
Organics Collection program for food 
scraps and yard waste.

 Buildings, management compa-
nies or residents who want more infor-
mation on the e-cycleNYC or re-fash-
ionNYC program may visit http://nyc.

gov/apt-recycling.
* * *

The BronxWorks Senior Home-

lessness Prevention Project (SHPP), 
a unique and much-needed eviction pre-
vention program based in the Bronx 
County Housing Court, will shut down 
in June unless the organization can se-
cure $250,000. The program has helped 
prevent over 400 seniors, many of whom 
are immigrants with limited English 
profi ciency, from becoming homeless. 
Without this program, low-income 
Bronx seniors are at greater risk of 
eviction.

Home to the highest eviction rate 
in the city, the Bronx County Housing 
Court sees nearly 2,000 tenants a day. 
Only 10% of seniors appear in housing 
court with legal representation, com-
pared to 98% of landlords. Senior home-
lessness is becoming a crisis, with rates 
predicted to increase 30% by 2020 and 
double by 2050, according to the Insti-
tute for Children, Poverty and Home-
lessness. 

Former Bronx Housing Court Super-
vising Judge Jaya Madhavan observed 
the challenges seniors were facing, and 
in 2014 worked with BronxWorks to es-
tablish SHPP. Now, when seniors ap-
pear in housing court, oftentimes over-
whelmed and scared, a judge can refer 
them to SHPP for counseling and sup-
port. SHPP is the only program in the 
city that specifi cally targets seniors 
with this comprehensive approach. 
Since the program fi rst started, SHPP 
has prevented 424 seniors from becom-
ing homeless.

The success of the BronxWorks pro-
gram lies in the holistic approach case-
workers employ in order to help seniors 
avoid eviction in the short-term and 
stay in their apartments long term. Not 
only do they assist seniors in navigat-
ing Housing Court and help them avoid 
an immediate eviction by, for example, 
securing funds to pay back rent, case-
workers also identify eligibility for ben-
efi ts or subsidies, provide budget coun-
seling to ensure future ability to pay, 
and communicate with landlords and/
or relatives to address other barriers to 
continued independent living. 

While access to lawyers in hous-
ing court will increase with the immi-
nent passage and implementation of 
the Right to Counsel bill over the next 5 
years, SHPP caseworkers will continue 
to address a signifi cant need. Casework-
ers and lawyers provide complemen-
tary services, with caseworkers acting 
as a fi rst line of defense for tenants fac-
ing eviction and providing a cost-ef-
fective solution for clients whose cases 
do not require legal counsel. Most im-
portantly, caseworkers prevent repeat 

housing court appearances by address-
ing the underlying causes of each cli-
ent’s housing issues. 

* * *

The Joint Apprenticeship and 

Training Committee for Labor-

ers, Local Union #731, will conduct 
a recruitment from Tuesday May 9, 
through Monday, May 22,for 30 skilled 
construction craft laborer apprentices, 
the New York State Department of La-
bor announced today. 

Applications will be available on-
line at Recruitment.local731.org from 9 
to 11 a.m., Monday through Friday, dur-
ing the recruitment period. Only 300 ap-
plications will be distributed on a fi rst-
come, fi rst-served basis. Applicants who 
do not have access to a computer should 
visit their local library or their nearest 
Department of Labor Career Center.

The Committee requires that appli-
cants:

Must be at least 18 years old. Proof 
will be required after selection and 
prior to indenture.

Must have a high school diploma or a 
high school equivalency diploma (such 
as TASC or GED). Proof will be required 
after selection and prior to indenture.

Must pass WorkKeys Applied Math-
ematics and Reading for Information 
Assessments test.

Must pass a drug test, at the expense 
of the sponsor, after selection and prior 
to indenture.

Must have reliable transportation to 
and from various job sites and related 
instruction classes.

Must submit, at the time of applica-
tion, proof of any technical education, 
any trade-related adult or continuing 
education, and any trade-related and/or 
general work experience. This includes 
contractor’s pay stubs or any other 
proof of work experience.

Must provide military transfer card 
or discharge form DD-214, if applicable.

Must attend and complete a one-week 
pre-apprenticeship class, if selected. 
This includes classroom instruction in 
the practices of General Construction 
and a hands-on assessment, as follows:

Excavating 4’x4’x2’ test pits by hand.
Using a wheelbarrow to relocate ex-

cavated soil approximately 50 feet.
Back-fi lling test pits and compacting 

soil in 12” lifts using plate tampers and 
jumping jack rammers.

Filling sand bags and stacking them 
on a pallet.

Relocating and restacking sand bags 
by hand onto another pallet approxi-
mately 50 feet away.

For further information, applicants 
should contact their nearest New York 
State Department of Labor offi ce or Lo-
cal Union #731 at (718) 752-9860.

• City Island Sail And Power Squadron Course

• AARP NY Paper Shredding Event/Local 731 Applications

• NYC Dept. Of Sanitation Milestones/BronxWorks Seeks Funds

Children of Fallen Patriots Foundation scholarships
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The cast of ‘Bye Bye Birdie’ were more than ready for their three day performances. 
 Photo by Fernando Justiniano

Cardinal Hayes High School Cardinal Players spread their wings at their ‘Bye Bye Birdie’ 
dress rehearsal on Wednesday, April 5. The Cardinal Players perfected their line deliveries 
and performances before the big three day showings on Friday, April 7 to Sunday, April 9 
inside the Regis Philbin Auditorium. 

CARDINAL HAYES REHEARSES ‘BYE BYE BIRDIE’

(front, l-r) Sharon Kane, Affi nity Health Plan; Liane Aronchick, Kids in Need of Defense; Fran-
cesca Montana, Public Advocate Letitia James’ offi ce; Miriam Bell, District Attorney Darcel 
Clark’s offi ce; Deborah Chen, New York Legal Assistance Group and Jennifer Friedman, the 
Bronx Defenders; (back l-r) Jesse Thompson, Catholic Charities; Marissa Soto, Law Offi ce of 
Soto & Associates; William Howard, WIADCA; Donald London, Law Offi ce of Donald H. London; 
Tiffany Wheatland, NY Immigration Coalition; Naresh Gehi, Gehi and Associates and Fabian 
Wander, Hostos Community College. Photo by Laura Stone

Assemblymembers Mark Gjonaj and Michael Benedetto and Senator Jeff Klein hosted their 
fourth annual Bronx Immigration Forum on Thursday, April 6 at Bronx House. The informa-
tive event featured panel discussions on immigration policy by many knowledge organiza-
tions, community resource table and a question and answers session.

IMMIGRATION FORUM AT BRONX HOUSE

Linda Morris (l) was honored for her generous donations to expecting mothers. 
 Photo courtesy of Jacobi Medical Center

Jacobi Medical Center honored volunteer Linda Morris on Thursday, March 30 for donat-
ing more than 200 children’s books and bags of baby supplies to the hospital’s expecting 
mothers.

JACOBI HOSPITAL HONORS LINDA MORRIS

Lavelle School for the Blind cel-
ebrated its second annual art exhi-
bition on Friday, April 7 showcasing 
the artwork of over 50 students 
who are blind, visually impaired 
and/or have multiple disabilities. 
‘Vision of Art 2’ featured an array of 
artistry including paintings, tactile 
printmaking, fi gurative sculptures, 
abstract clay sculptures, multi-me-
dia works and 3-D pieces on canvas. 
The exhibition allowed students to 
demonstrate their talents and abil-
ity to overcome challenges with 
their personal creativity as they 
all create a gallery of professional 
standards.

LAVELLE SCHOOL’S ‘VISION OF ART 2’

The students, parents, teachers, 
staff and administration at Lavelle 
School for the Blind celebrated cre-
ativity and imagination. 
 Photo by Silvio Pacifi co

Joseph Harvey proudly displayed his 
nautical inspired artwork. 
 Photo by Silvio Pacifi co
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Oral cancer is not a rare disease. Approximately 49,750 people are diagnosed with oral cancer every year in the United States. 
According to the Oral Cancer Foundation, the disease “will cause over 9,750 deaths, killing roughly 1 person per hour, 24 hours 
per day. Of those 49,750 newly diagnosed individuals, only slightly more than half will be alive in 5 years.”  The good news is that 
this can be prevented.  Through a simple, painless and quick screening oral cancer can often be found early in its development 
and treated. 

There are two distinct pathways by which most people come to oral cancer; one is through the use of tobacco and alcohol. The 
other is through exposure to the HPV16 virus (human papilloma virus version 16), which is now the leading cause of oropharyn-
geal cancers in the US, and the same one, which is responsible for the vast majority of cervical cancers in women. Coincidentally, 
the quickest growing segment of the oral cancer population are young, healthy, non-smokers due to the connection to this virus.

Who should get screened?

With early detection, oral cancer survival rates are high. Like other preventative safeguards you engage in when testing for cervi-
cal, skin, prostate, colon and/or breast examinations, oral cancer screenings are an effective means of fi nding cancer at its early, 
highly curable stages and it is vastly recommended that individuals make the screening part of an annual health check-up.

Alcohol, Tobacco & HPV16 Now Leading Causes of Oral Cancer
Early Detection of Oral Cancer Saves Lives;

UCHC to Provide Free Oral Cancer Screenings in April

In honor of Oral Cancer Awareness Month UCHC is offering free oral 
cancer screening events during the week of April 17-22 from 9am-5pm.

PAID ADVERTISMENT

260 E 188th St.
Bronx, New York 10458

718-220-2020

2021 Grand Concourse
Bronx, New York 10453

718-901-9500

2101 Quarry Rd.
Bronx, New York 10457

718-960-6628

Appointments and walk-ins are welcome. For more information about oral cancer, please log onto The Oral Cancer 
Foundation’s offi cial website at www.oralcancer.org  or call any one of UCHC’s dental sites located in the Bronx.

FREE ORAL CANCER SCREENING
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FREE
ORAL CANCER SCREENING

3 Minutes Could SAVE YOUR LIFE!
If You:
• Are an adult between 30 and 50 years old
• Are a regular user of alcohol and tobacco
• Have been diagnosed with or may have been exposed to the HPV16 virus

Then you have a HIGHER risk for getting oral cancer.

Receive a Free Screening at Any UCHC Dental Site.

Walk-ins Are Welcome.

Time:
Monday, April 17 – Friday, April 21
Anytime between 9 a.m. – 5 p.m.

Locations:
260 E. 188th Street, 
Bronx, NY 10458      
718.960.9315

2021 Grand Concourse, 
Bronx, NY 10453      
718.960.3744

2101 Quarry Road, 
Bronx, NY 10457      
718.960.6628

For More Information Call: 718.220.2020                                www.uchcbronx.org

UNION COMMUNITY HEALTH CENTER UCHC_Bronx UCHCBRONX
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“Look as beautiful as you are….”

FillersBotox

Must present AD or coupon for offer 
CERTAIN RESTRICTIONS APPLY

Offering
the latest in

Laser Hair Removal     

Botox   

Fillers 

Scleratherapy 

Skin Peel

Electrolysis

Hormone Replacement Therapy

hCG Weight Loss Program

Got Hair?
M E DIC A L  A E S TH E TIC S

3611A East Tremont Ave.  Bronx, NY 347-281-5576

PURCHASE A 

KYBELLA 
TREATMENT PACKAGE 

AND GET A 

FREE AREA OF BOTOX 
(MAXIMUM 25 UNITS)

Important Safety Information
What is KYBELLA®
KYBELLA® is a prescription medi-
cine used in adults to improve the 
appearance and profile of moderate 
to severe fat below the chin (submen-
tal fat), also called “double chin.” It 
is not known if KYBELLA® is safe 
and effective for use outside of the 
submental area and in children less 
than 18 years of age
Please see additional Important 
Safety Information inside.

Bothered by the 
fullness* beneath 

your chin?

THOMAS X. CASEY
On Wednesday, April 19. at 7:30 

p.m., the East Bronx History Forum 
will hold its 120th free and open meet-
ing with three Bronx authors.  

Last year the forum held the Bronx 
movie premiere of “Love in the Age of 
Dion” by director and author Philip 
Cioffari.  

At the forum’s next meeting, Ciof-
fari will read sections from “Bronx 
Kill,” his new book where an obsessed 
NYPD detective seeks revenge upon 
three men for his brother’s drowning 
death.  

Cioffari starting writing during 
his years at St. Helena grade school 
and Mt. St. Michael High School.  He 
graduated from St. John’s University 
and is an English professor at William 
Paterson University in New Jersey.  

His experiences inspired novels 
“Catholic Boys,” “Jesusville,” “Dark 
Road, Dead End,” and his story collec-
tion “A History of Things Lost or Bro-
ken.”  

After reading “Catholic Boys,” with 
its numerous Bronx locations painting 
a clear picture of the scenes that the 
former detective traveled, made me 
greatly anticipating Cioffari’s recent 
novel, “The Bronx Kill.”   The title is 

East Bronx History 
Forum highlights

 Book Cover   “The Bronx Kill”

clever because it points to both an ap-
parent murder mystery in the Bronx 
and a specifi c waterway, Bronx Kill, 
that separates the Bronx from Ran-
dall’s Island.  Readers will clearly be 
treated to familiar locations and some 
possible characters we have all en-
countered growing up in the Bronx.

The Bronx connection continues 
with poetry selections from Gil Fa-
giani, a local essayist and short story 
writer. 

Plus poet and City Island’s own Da-
vid Ellis, who has written over 3,000 
poems, will read selections from his 
Haiku poetry book, “Beach in City Is-
land.”  

With Mother’s Day and Father’s 
Day just around the corner, it is time 
to get yourself a signed gift of a book at 
the Huntington Free Library, directly 
from the author.  

Be sure to watch this space for up-
coming playwright Victor Vauban Ju-
nior’s next play “Truth” at the Hun-
tington.

 The Huntington Free Library and 
Reading Room is located next to Apple 
Bank at 9 Westchester Square.  Park-
ing is free after 7 p.m. For additional 
information, view BronxNYC.com or 
HuntingtonFreeLibrary.org.
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LEGENDARY BAR AND GRILL
Full Dining Room Menu Always Available

Legendary Bar and Grill 
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ANTIQUES & ESTATE BUYERS

ANTIQUE & ESTATE BUYERS
We buy anything old. One piece or house full. 

WILL TRAVEL. HOUSE CALLS.

ANTIQUE & ESTATE BUYERS
We buy anything old. One piece or house full. 

WILL TRAVEL. HOUSE CALLS.
WILL TRAVEL

ENTIRE
TRI-STATE!

FREE
Estimates!

We Pay $CASH$ For 
Paintings, Clocks, Watches, 
Estate Jewelry & Fine China, 

From Single Items 
to Entire Estates!
Coin & Stamp Collections

Costume Jewelry
Antique Furniture  Lamps
Bronzes  Paintings  Prints

Chinese & Japanese 
Artwork & Porcelain

Sports Collectibles 
Comic Books  Old Toys  Records
Cameras  Sterling Flatware Sets

HUMMELS & LLADROS

ANTIQUES & ESTATE BUYERS

TOP $ PAID
FOR JUDAICA
COLLECTIBLES

HOUSE
CALLS

MOVING orDOWNSIZING?CALL
US!

Top $ Paid
for Antique

Sterling!

Military
Collections

Wanted
Swords,
Knives,

Helmets, etc.

SEE OUR AD IN THE SUNDAY POST

WILL TRAVEL. WE MAKE HOUSE CALLS.
173 N. WELLWOOD AVENUE, LINDENHURST, N.Y.

SAME DAY  
SERVICE  

AVAILABLE

HOUSE 
CALLS

SERVING BRONX 
AND THE ENTIRE  
TRI-STATE AREA

516-974-6528516-974-6528
ASK FOR CHRISTOPHER
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Jeanne Jugan Home for the 
Aged, located at 2999 Schurz 
Avenue, is always in need of 
brand new or near-new items 

that can be sold in its gift 
shop and Annual Christmas 
Bazaar.  They have a special 
need for new toys. Other items 

include jewelry, gift sets, elec-
tronic items,  specialty items, 
new tagged clothing, accesso-
ries, and collectibles. 

No VHS. If you have any 
questions regarding a dona-
tion call (347) 329 1800.  

Make sure packages are 

securely wrapped attention 
Joanne/gift shop  If possible 
drop off donations during the 
weekdays. 

Jeanne Jugan Home for the Aged donations needed

From Tuesday, May 30 to 
Friday, June 2, the Red Hat Di-
vas will sponsor a bus ride to 
Wildwood Crest, N.J. Italiano 
Style, which includes three-
night accommodations, three 

Red Hat Divas trip to Wildwood Crest, NJ
breakfasts, three dinners (at 
Pasts Pesto, and a buffet din-
ner at Duffi netti’s with enter-
tainment).   

The trip will also include 
a visit to an Atlantic City  ca-

sino with  a bonus package, 
and a visit to Smithville vil-
lage with 40 quaint shops and 
lunch cafe.

Also visit Cape May’s 
Washington Street mall with 

unique shops and many eater-
ies., and Wildwood’s famous 
boardwalk, tour of Cape May 
winery with tasting.  

Baggage handling, hotel 
taxes and meal gratuities all 

included.  Bus departs from 
Ampere Avenue in Country 
Club.  Double occupancy is 
$335, single occupancy is $440, 
All invited.  Call  Fran Arico  
at (718) 828-5073.

Be careful! Not all trusts 
are created equal.  The two 
most common types of trusts 
are revocable and irrevocable.  

Many people refer to the re-
vocable trust as a living trust, 
while the irrevocable trust is 
usually a Medicaid trust.  

A revocable trust does 
NOT protect your assets.  It is 
largely used to avoid probate.  
You should think of a revo-
cable trust as an alter ego to 
yourself.  

Unlike a Medicaid trust, 
you have unfettered access 

Does my trust protect my assets if I need to go into a nursing home?
to the assets of the revocable 
trust.  Thus, since you have ac-
cess to the assets of a revoca-
ble trust, Medicaid will count 
the assets of the revocable 
trust against you.  

To the contrary, a properly 
drafted irrevocable Medicaid 
trust does protect your assets 
after the 5 year look-back pe-
riod has elapsed.  

For instance, if you create 
an irrevocable Medicaid trust 
on May 1, 2017, the assets of the 
trust will be outside the reach 
of Medicaid on May 1, 2022.  

As elder law attorneys, 
we regularly meet with peo-
ple who think they have done 
Medicaid planning by creat-
ing a trust, but in reality, all 
they did was avoid probate by 
virtue of a revocable trust.  

The law offi ces of Plan 
Today for Tomorrow are lo-
cated in Rye and Yorktown 
Heights servicing Northern 
and Southern Westchester, 
Rockland and Putnam Coun-
ties, Bronx and New York 
City. They are experienced 
and understand all aspects of 

elder law unique to New York 
State including special needs 
planning, elder care plan-
ning, Medicaid eligibility for 
in-home and nursing home 
long term care, guardianship 
proceedings for the disabled, 
Wills, Trusts, Estate Admin-
istration and more.

Whether you are a senior, 
someone who is disabled or 
are the family member of a se-
nior or disabled person living 
in New York State, it is impor-
tant that you consult a New 
York law fi rm that focuses on 

elder care law and can provide 
you with the best possible le-
gal advice for your situation.

Call Salvatore M. Di-
Costanzo at (914) 206-1418 
(Southern Westchester) or (914) 
222-5740 (Northern Westchester) 
to schedule a consultation to 
discuss your elder law or estate 
planning.  You can also learn 
more about our elder law and 
special needs practice at www.
plantodayfortomorrow.  

To see your question in this 
column email smd@mfd-law.
com.  

BY GENE DEFRANCIS
It’s interesting how rain or 

shine traffi c agents are out to 
issue tickets. However, when 
we need enforcement to mon-
itor traffi c and keep our resi-
dents safe weather becomes 
an issue. Or other priorities 
take over. Our safety should 
be a priority and it should not 
take 20 to 30 minutes to travel 
a few blocks through a resi-
dential neighborhood. We are 
taxpayers and this is where 
we respectfully insist our tax 
money is used for.

Also, if traffi c agents are 
going to be patrolling and 
roaming our streets, why do 
they not take issue and report 
various quality of life discrep-
ancies? If they see a giant pot-
hole in the middle of the road, 
they should be required to log 
it. If they see a fi re hydrant 
leaking water, they should be 
required to report it. If they 

see a broken street light, they 
should be required to report 
it. This should be part of their 
job description.

Also, city health food in-
spections are in desperate 
need of reform. The letter 
grading system in its current 
structure is hurting small 
businesses. We question why 
some delis who handle and 
serve food are not required to 
adhere to the same health in-
spections. If they’re handling 
and serving food to custom-
ers, sandwiches, hamburg-
ers etc, why are other small 
businesses that handle food 
graded?

Street carts as well. They 
already have the benefi t of 
lower overhead, but where is 
the equality of them handling 
food on the street and not be-
ing subject to the same health 
inspections? Either do away 
with the letter grade or fi nd a 

way to monitor all food han-
dlers because this is detrimen-
tal to small business owners. 
We would like the city council, 
mayor’s offi ce, and governor’s 
offi ce to take notice of these 
two issues. We would be happy 
to communicate with our gov-
ernment offi cials to help small 
businesses and communities 
fl ourish and grow.

The Anniversary Cock-
tail Party was a great success. 
We increased journal ads and 
ticket sales and made a small 
profi t which is all going to pay 
the remaining balance for 
the holiday lights. DJ Manny 
Fresh did a great job. The food 

from Mamma Rosa’s Cucina 
was delicious. The Chocolate 
Martinis were fl owing thanks 
to Gasolina Lounge and so 
was the wine from Luscious 
Vines.

And the Sanz was as 
beautiful as ever. We thank 
you all sincerely for your 
hard work and dedication 
to this event. And we thank 
all in attendance and those 
who took an ad in our jour-
nal. Your trust in us with 
your hard earned money is 
humbling and will never be 
taken for granted.

Thank you to Veronica, Di-
ana, Larry, Varahn, Debbie, 
Paul, and Marie for lending a 
hand and volunteering for the 
event. This family would not 
be complete without you.

To our Honoree Jackie 
Acevedo-Villanueva, thank 
you again for sharing your 
team and your heart with us. 

We are truly grateful to have 
you in our lives and wish there 
was more we can say and do to 
appreciate you. Looking for-
ward to the Food Festival, Sat-
urday, June 24.

The thank yous will be on-
going and we do have a lot to 
be thankful for. Check out our 
journal ads which we will post 
on Facebook. Shop at those es-
tablishments.

And if you are reading this 
before noon Saturday, it is 
not too late to run to Allerton 
and take your photo with the 
Easter Bunny who will be at 
the Sanz 815 Allerton Avenue 
from 11a.m. to 2 p.m. 

Lots more to come. Join 
our Facebook page and feel 
welcome to attend one of our 
executive meetings at the 
Sanz every fi rst Tuesday of 
the month.

Your community is your 
business.

FOR ADVERTISING INFORMATION CALL (718) 260-4593
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Horse trainer Linda Cole (l) was delighted when Katherine Ross hugged Sterling. 
 Photo by Ray Maldonado

Triboro Center patients were absolutely ‘giddy’ with excitement when they received a sur-
prise heartwarming visit from mini therapy horse Sterling on Monday, April 3.

MINI HORSE VISITS TRIBORO PATIENTS

Two students were hands-on with a robot built as part of a robotics exhibit at NYISE’s 15th 
annual science fair. Photo by James Rivera

More than 200 pre-school to high school students with visual impairments, emotional 
challenges and developmental delays fl exed their scientifi c muscles to proudly showcase 
‘Healthy Nutrition’ themed science experiments at the New York Institute for Special Educa-
tion’s 15th annual science fair on Wednesday, April 5 in the school’s gymnasium.

NYISE HOSTS NUTRITION-THEMED SCIENCE FAIR (l-r) Susana, Josephine, Lucy, Pasquale, Frank, Rosemary and Tom made sure the pantry is 
always fully stocked for those in need of a good meal. Photo courtesy of OLA

The Our Lady of the Assumption Church’s Helping Hands Food Pantry commemorated its one 
year anniversary helping community members in need of food assistance on Sunday, April 
9. The food pantry serves approximately 100 people including families from the parish and 
surrounding community, veterans, children, elderly, men, women, healthy and homebound. 
Helping Hands Food Pantry relies on the generosity of parishioners, neighbors, school com-
munity and others to donate monies and food products.

OLA HELPING HANDS FOOD PANTRY’S ANNIVERSARY

Local Police Athletic League children celebrated Women’s History Month on Friday, March 
31 with an art showcase at the Webster-Giannone Center on 2255 Webster Avenue. Children 
from kindergarten through eighth grade displayed artwork honoring women of the past 
and present who have made signifi cant accomplishments in everything from pop culture 
to the scientifi c fi eld.

PAL CELEBRATES WOMEN’S HISTORY

Art affectionados were treated to many unique works created using various mediums. 
 Photo courtesy of Police Athletic League

(l-r) Pollo Campero’s Maria, Mark, manager Estrella, Meyri 
and Taisha were ready to serve free empanadas to their 
customers. Photo by Aracelis Batista

Pollo Campero, the world’s largest Latin chicken restau-
rant brand, celebrated National Empanada Day by treating 
all guests to a Latin American favorite on Saturday, April 
8. Customers visited participating restaurants through-
out the fi ve boroughs to receive a free hand-made em-
panada. Bronxites fl ocked to Pollo Campero restaurants 
on 2450 Grand Concourse and 1590 Westchester Avenue 
to commemorate the special occasion.

POLLO CAMPERO HOSTS 
FREE EMPANADA DAY



BRONX TIMES REPORTER, APRIL 14-20, 201746    BTR

THE THROGGS

3602/3604 East Tremont Avenue  

Check Out These
Stores In The

Throggs Neck Mall!

TAILS ARE WAGGIN' AND PETS ARE BRAGGIN'

3604 A E.Tremont Ave.

347-680-5921 347-680-5929
ALL SERVICES BY APPOINTMENT ONLY

$300OFF
WITH COUPON ONLY

FEBRUARY AND MARCH SPECIAL DOOGIE SPA TREATMENT

Shih-Tzu, Maltese and Yorkie!!
INCLUDES BATH WITH OATMEAL SHAMPOO AND OATMEAL CONDITIONER

HAIR TRIM, NAILS CUT AND EARS CLEANED

$50Starting
At

A2z Construction Group
Inc.

347-287-1593

AMSTERDAM AIR COOLING

212-787-7700

   Commercial $ Residential

    upon request

COMING SOON
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See what the Throggs Neck Mall is all about!
You can sit and dine in our cozy courtyard. 
Order from the best smokehouse in the 
Bronx at the Alley Cat Smokehouse.NECK MALL

Offi ce/Retail Space Available in the Mall Call 917-232-2375

(2nd Floor) Suite 204

Lessons on all Instruments
Beginners & Intermediate

Repairs, Recordings, Video

Live Bands
Disc Jockeys Available
Call 646-261-0170
    or 646-331-9707
for free consultation or
www.justnutsmusic.net

Want to play an instrument?
Just Nuts Music School

THE STYLIST &
THE BARBER
The Throggs Neck Mall
3602 E. Tremont Avenue
Bronx, NY 10465

718-684-1191

50% OFF
First Color Service

Chair Rental
Looking for stylist, barbers and/or nail tech with a following

Eyelash Extensions

Stylist: Jen  Barber: JayWOMEN MEN

Top Producer

Free Home Evaluation. Get Top Dollar For Your House. Let Us Sell Your Home

917-957-6800

GOOD RENTERS SEEKING ONE BEDROOM, TWO BEDROOM AND 
THREE BEDROOM APARTMENTS. LIST YOUR APARTMENT WITH US.

COMMERCIAL SPACE

APARTMENTS / HOUSES FOR RENT
Throggs Neck.  3+ bedroom spacious duplex. Laundry in unit. $2650
Bedford Pk Area. 1 bedroom. $1425
3 bedroom/2 bath.  Throggs Neck-Pelham Bay. Laundry in building $2150.

718-684-1191
 TS    MO SAL N  

Eyebrow * Waxing * Threading * Eyelash * Tinting * 
F i l

Open 7 Days
9:30am - 7:30pm

347-455-0198

Eyebrow Threading

Only $5

Throggs Neck Mall.  E Tremont Ave.  Offi ces available.  400-1200 Sq Ft. 
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Bronx Parks Commissioner, Partnerships for Parks and B-PECA team up 
to clean up with the children of Waring Playground.

BY KENNY AGOSTO
Spring Has Sprung

Bronx Park East Commu-
nity Association, your Aller-
ton and Pelham Parkway com-
munity advocates, sincerely 
hopes everyone had a Happy 
Easter and a’Zesin Pesach’ 
Passover holiday.  At our last 
meeting, B-PECA was graced 
by our very wonderful NYC 
Parks Department headed by 
our Bronx Parks Commis-
sioner Iris Rodriguez-Rosa 
who brought her entire team 
to our last B-PECA meeting 
at Gasolina Lounge to explain 
the big changes in store for 
Bronx Park.  

The good commissioner 
updated us on the renovation 
of Pelham Parkway and spoke 
of the addition of permanent 
fi tness equipment earmarked 
for 2019.  Commissioner Iris 
also was on hand for 2017’It’s 
My Park Spring Cleaning 
Event.’  

At the Bronx Speak Out, 
B-PECA member and com-
munity activist Diana Finch 
spear headed the cleanup this 
past weekend.  The organiz-
ing was done at break-neck 
speeds. Diana and our friends 
at Partnership for Parks had 
to endure an arduous walk-
thru the day after a blizzard 
with lots of snow and refrozen 
slush that left the team liter-
ally treading on thin ice and 
other icy hazards.  The team 
planned and executed a fl aw-
less clean up.  

Thirty children and our 
local basketball players were 
eager to participate in the 
beautifi cation of our Bronx 
Park’s Waring playground. 
They scoured and scrubbed 
the play equipment and sprin-
klers. They raked and bagged 
garbage and leaves. They even 
mulched. 

Youth team leader An-
gele Bentini, age 7 exclaimed: 
“Working in my very own T-
shirt and work gloves was the 
best day of my life!”  

The Waring Playground 
is currently enjoying the im-
provements sponsored by 
parks, Councilman Ritchie 
Torres, Assemblyman Jose 
Rivera and Senator Jeff Klein, 
and Torres’ committee on Par-
ticipatory Budgeting grants 
championed by B-PECA.  We 
thank Commissioner Rodri-
guez-Rosa, Diana Finch, Is-

mael Guzman and Carlos 
Acosta from Partnership for 
Parks. 

B-PECA will be conduct-
ing plantings and beautifi -
cation focusing on healthy 
activity and healthy-eating. 
They are collaborating with 
B-PECA and the offi ce of Sen-
ator Jamaal T. Bailey to help 
us change the way we live, eat 
and exercise. We will be also 
be joined by our friends at 
D.I.G. Farm who will reintro-
duce the concept of ‘Eatable 
Parks’ encouraging us to plant 
berries and herbs for people to 
freely pick and consume. In 
addition, they will collaborate 
with us to expand our beauti-
fi cation efforts in and around 
our community. We are all in-
ter-connected.

Discovery For Justice 
Discovery for Justice, ‘D4J’ 

invites you to, ‘An Open Fo-
rum on Criminal Discovery 
and Repeal of CPL 240’ on 
Thursday, April 20 at 6 p.m. 
at Monroe College located on 
Jerome Avenue and Fordham 
Road.  Senator Bailey and As-
semblyman Joseph Lentol 
have called for reform of the 
criminal justice system, point-
ing to public mistrust in the 
fairness of the process. Public 
attention has focused primar-
ily on the grand jury, but there 
is a bigger problem: In New 
York, it is legal under CPL 
(Criminal Procedure Law) 240 
to withhold evidence right up 
until trial.

This is something people 
only learn once they have 
been accused of a crime. The 
accused are always at a disad-
vantage, despite their right to 
a fair trial. Reform is neces-
sary, but we must address the 
entire system, not just part of 
it.

At this forum, you will be 
able to learn the facts and take 
part in the changes that affect 
the criminal justice system, 
and thus, your community.

Invited panelists at this 
forum include New York and 
New Jersey prosecutors, de-
fense attorneys, chairs of the 
Task Force on Criminal Dis-
covery Reform, city and state 
legislators, and community 
activists. Admission is free, 
and is on a fi rst come, fi rst 
serve basis.

Bronx Park East Commu-
nity Association board mem-

bers Kenny Agosto and Norma 
Lopez are an integral part of 
the D4J movement, so we hope 
you can join Team B-PECA to 
make repeal of CPL 240 a real-
ity.

In Memoriam

This month in memoriam, 
we remember the men and 
women from our community 
and beyond who have contrib-
uted to our society in one way 
or the other. We begin with 
community activist and re-
tired NYPD Detective Bobby 
Rivers.  Bobby was truly a 
ubiquitous presence in the 
Bronx. He served our coun-
try in war. Bobby served and 
protected our neighborhood 
as a dedicated police detec-
tive. He even started a martial 
arts school for our children 
in his spare time. Bobby duly 
served on the boards of Wil-
liamsbridge NAACP and BUB 
- Black United Leadership of 
the Bronx. 

Longtime community ac-
tivist Rondalyn Carr. Whether 
it was the defending the ‘Presi-
dent’ section of Van Nest at 49th 
Precinct Community Coun-
cil or protecting kids at Com-
munity Education Council or 
serving at the Morris Park 
Community Association pa-
trols, Rondalyn always served 
as potent force for good in the 
community.  Constance Camp-
bell Jennings, a hard-working 
immigrant of Jamaica who 
made it her business to be her 
brother and sister’s keeper.  
Bronx born TV actress Doris 
Roberts. Doris best known for 
her roles on ‘Everyone Loves 
Raymond’ and ‘Remmington 
Steel.’ Bronx self-taught chess 
champion Arthur Bisguier, 87.  
Society columnist and Holo-
caust survivor Marsha Leon, 
86.  Award winning NY News-
day columnist Jimmy Bres-
lin.  TV and movie actress 
Miriam Colon. Puerto Rican 
internationally sensational 
fl utist Dave Valentine. ‘Laugh-
in’ actress and dancer Chelsea 
Brown, 74.  

Major League baseball in-
fi elder for Phillies, Ruben Am-
aro, 81.  Last but certainly not 

least, we lost three iconic art-
ists; Multiple Grammy Award 
winning Rock ‘n Roll legend 
Chuck Berry, 91, who gave us 
‘Johnnie B. Good’ and Riding 
Around In My Automobile.’  
Emmy Award winner and TV 
royalty Mary Tyler Moore. 
Mary literally changed the 
world with her smile, she 
broke feminist ground star-
ring on ‘The Mary Tyler 
Moore Show’ and ‘The Dick 
Van Dyke Show.’  

And, the undisputed King 
of Insult Comedy, the legend-
ary Don Rickles, 90. Don was 
an equal opportunity offender 
who honored his targets with 
insults. Jimmy Kimmel said: 
“If he got you, you know you 
made it.” Don was a loud and 
proud comedian who was also 
a humble Jewish philanthro-
pist. Don truly possessed a 
heart of gold.  May all of these 
honored souls Rest In Peace…

Congratulations

We congratulate longtime 
Bronx community senior ex-
traordinaire Cleo Armstead 
on celebrating her 100th birth-
day surrounded by her beauti-
fully large family and friends.  
When asked what was her se-
cret for living so long? Ms. 
Cleo smiled and said “Love! 
Never go to bed angry. You 
don’t have to forget a slight 
against you, but you must al-
ways have love in your heart 
to forgive!” 

     We also congratulate the 
women of Community Board 
7 for a successful Women’s 
Empowerment Summit.  We 
thank all the honorees, pan-
elists and participants. Es-
pecially, CB7 chair Adaline 
Walker Santiago, Gwendolyn 
Thomas-Sneed, CB and WAM 
Committee chair, Robyn Saun-

ders, CB7 Veteran’s Committee 
chair and Jacqueline Acevedo 
Villanueva, president of MAS 
Productions for each of your 
roles in making this fi rst en-
deavor to share your valuable  
feminine secrets for success.

Thank You 

Gasolina Lounge

Once more, The Bronx 
Park East Community Asso-
ciation would like to give a 
huge, warm “thank you” to 
George and Miguel Sang, the 
patrons of Gasolina Lounge 
located at 2525 Boston Road 
off of Wallace Avenue for pro-
viding B-PECA with an acces-
sible, pleasant and cost-free 
means of enabling community 
dialogue.

In short, they provide us 
with a space to hold our gath-
erings, forums and parties, 
and we are very grateful.

Every neighborhood in the 
Bronx should have a neighbor 
like Gasolina Lounge. Gra-
cias, Gasolina.

Contact Us

We hope to see you, val-
ued Bronx Times reader, at 
our next meeting 6:30 p.m., 
Wednesday, April 26 at Gaso-
lina Lounge 2525 Boston Road. 
Be there or B-PECA.

Until then, feel free to email 
us at BxParkEast@gmail.com 
(no dashes or dots, except for 
dot-com) or call (347) 654-7044 
to hear a human voice. 

B-PECA is on facebook too! 
Go to https://www.facebook.
com/#!/groups/BxParkEast 
and join our group so you can 
be a part of the online commu-
nity.

So, until next time, let us 
love so we share more of the 
best days of our lives.

Happy holidays, happy 
spring, to you and your loved 
ones.

S SSHOP OUR CLASSIFIED 
PAGES EVERY WEEK AND 

SAVE MONEY
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P.S. 304’s tenth annual ‘Diamonds Are Forever’ Card Party had spirits shining bright on 
Thursday, April 6 at Villa Barone Manor. The Card Party Committee comprised of some of 
the PTA members and Parent Volunteers worked to make this an event to remember.  The 
motto of the evening was ‘Shine Bright Like A Diamond’.

P.S. 304’S ‘DIAMONDS’ CARD PARTY

Joe Nobile, P.S. 304 principal; Gheri Kaufman, PTA president and parent volunteer John 
Marano oversaw the festivities. Photo by Fernando Justiniano

(front, l-r) Parent volunteers Gheri Kaufman, Michelle Proscia, Barbette Leonard, Kim 
Metzger, Jeanmarie Price, Gloria Dineen, Lori Luciano, Marianela Aponte, Daisy Garcia, Jo-
hanna Panos, Linda Hiney, Lisa Reilly, Jen Camillo (back, l-r) Rosemarie Falciano, Lizette 
Mattos, Amy Labbate, Elaine Crosby, Veronica Sterling and P.S. 304 principal Joe Nobile. 
 Photo by Fernando Justiniano

P.S. 304 fi fth grade volunteers enjoyed celebrating their school’s card party. 
 Photo by Fernando Justiniano

The Yankees T-Ball league team and their coaches were excited for TNLL’s Opening Day. 
 Photo by Silvio Pacifi co

Throgs Neck Little League commemorated its Opening Day Celebration with a neighborhood 
parade from Lafayette and East Tremont avenues to an on-fi eld ceremony on Saturday, April 
8. Local elected offi cials, Emergency Medical Services Pipe and Drum Band military veter-
ans, TNLL little leaguers and their coaches participated in the time honored festivities.

TNLL OPENING DAY CEREMONY

(l-r) John Marano, Community Board 10 fi rst vice chairman; Senator Jeff Klein; Borough 
President Ruben Diaz, Jr.; NYC Comptroller Scott Stringer; Thomas Messina representing 
Congressman Joseph Crowley and Dylan Tragni repesenting Assemblyman Mark Gjonaj. 
 Photo by Silvio Pacifi co

TNLL president Frank Eisele gave opening remarks for the special occasion. 
 Photo by Silvio Pacifi co
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Temple Hatikva announces Passover Shabbat Service
Temple Hatikva will hold 

its next Shabbat service on Fri-
day, April 14, at 7:30 p.m., con-
tinuing its regular monthly 
schedule.  This year’s April 
service falls during the holi-
day of Passover, during which 
Jews throughout the world re-
count the story of the ancient 
Israelites’ escape from centu-
ries of enslavement in Egypt 
led by Moses, and their mirac-
ulous exodus to the Promised 
Land.  

As always at Temple Ha-
tikva, worship will be fol-
lowed by a free Kiddush.  This 
month’s Passover Kiddush 
will feature an array of deli-
cious ‘Kosher for Passover’ 

macaroons and other tradi-
tional sweets and treats.

“This has always been my 
favorite holiday,” said Ha-
tikva’s Cantor Kyle Cherry. 
“What other holiday encom-
passes the key points of Juda-
ism better?  Food, family, and 
teaching through storytell-
ing.  My favorite quote has al-
ways been “And thou shalt tell 
thy son in that day, saying, it 
is because of that which the 
Lord did for me when I came 
forth out of Egypt.”  For thou-
sands of years our people have 
taken this command to heart 
and passed our knowledge 
down through the generations 
through reciting such histori-

cal stories as Exodus, and I 
expect we will be doing it for 
thousands more and adding 
new stories with every genera-
tion. ”

The entire community is 
invited to join in this joyous 
evening, which is, of course, 
free of charge.

The fi nal session of the 
synagogues monthly adult 
education series will meet at 
10 a.m. on Sunday, April 16.  
Guest facilitator Rabbi Lester 
Bronstein, will complete our 
series of examinations for the 
roots and tenets of the vari-
ous branches of Judaism by 
illuminating the least known 
branch, Reconstructionist Ju-

daism, which seeks to adapt 
traditional Jewish study and 
prayer to contemporary needs 
while encouraging serious en-
counters with ancient texts 
and rituals.

The religious leader of 
Bet Am Shalom Synagogue 
in White Plains, Rabbi Bron-
stein is a leader in local and 
national Jewish and civic cir-
cles. His inspirational quali-
ties and those of his wife, Can-
tor Benjie Ellen Schiller, were 
viewed worldwide when they 
represented Judaism in a tele-
vised multi-faith memorial 
service at New York’s River-
side Church a few days after 
the attacks of September 11.

In keeping with the con-
straints of Passover dietary 
laws, the free breakfast this 
month will consist of Kosher 
for Passover dairy and Parve 
foods and desserts, in place 
of the usual bagel breakfast. 
The education series break-
fasts are sponsored by Shalom 
Jewish Funeral Home. Adult 
ed sessions will resume in the 
fall.

Temple Hatikva is located 
at Bronx House, 990 Pelham 
Parkway South. The syna-
gogue can be reached at (718) 
892-5766, by email at Temple-
Hatikva@aol.com, or on the 
web at www.TempleHatikva.
com.

BY ANDREA SIEGEL 
AND STEVEN GLOSSER 

The Pelham Parkway 
Neighborhood Association 
held it’s monthly meeting on 
Tuesday, April 4 at Bronx 
House. Thanks to Tommy 
Messina from Congressman 
Joseph Crowley’s offi ce we 
were able to have two spe-
cial guest speakers  from the 
United States Post Offi ce.  Di-
ane Jones, supervisor of Cus-
tomer Service for the Bronx 
and Shanell Cordero, manager 
of the Parkchester branch.

First  we had announce-
ments from representatives 
of our elected offi cials. As-
semblymen Mark Gjonaj 
along with Senator Jeffrey 
Klein will be sponsoring 
Bronx Day in Albany on Mon-
day, May 1 .To be part of this 
special event and to reserve 
your seat please contact the 
assemblymen’s offi ce. 

On Saturday, April 22, 
Earth Day,  Gjonaj  and Klein 
will be hosting a Community  
Graffi ti Removal and Clean 
up Day.  Anyone  interested 
in helping to rid the neigh-
borhood of all this unsightly 
graffi ti please meet at 1126 
Pelham Parkway South at 10 
a.m. sharp. Let’s take pride 
in our neighborhood and 
take part in this great effort. 
To join please call Klein’s of-
fi ce at (718) 822-2049.

The neighborhood resi-

dents in attendance at our 
monthly meeting had a multi-
tude of complaints for our two 
USPS representatives who 
listened intently and took 
down all the information and 
promised quick resolution 
and followup.  A member of 
the audience  mentioned that 
the door slot of the  mailbox 
at Pelham  Parkway South 
and Barnes Avenue is full of 
glue, also the mailbox at Ma-
ran Place and White Plains 
Road.  Please keep away from 
those mailboxs.  To combat 
that mischievous act and oth-
ers the post offi ce will be re-
placing all mailboxes with 
the swinging door openings 
with  new mailboxes with 
slots starting later this year.  

Many of the complaints 
were directed at the mail car-
riers who deliver mail to our 
buildings; such as mail being 
delivered late.  Sometimes as 
late as 6:30 p.m. and even later 
or mail not being delivered 
at all for as long as up to two 
days. This causes many prob-
lems for our residents and es-
pecially for our senior citizens 
who are waiting for checks 
and have to wait until the next 
day to deposit or cash them.

It was brought to the at-
tention of our guests that 
residents are fi nding mail in 
wrong boxes and wrong build-
ings.  Cordero suggested to 
cross out the bar code on the 

envelope and leave it for the 
carrier.  That will prevent it 
from being placed in the in-
correct box when the sort-
ing is done. Another resident 
who resides at 2121 Paulding 
said that one day all the mail 
was found dumped in the 
lobby. It was explained that 
these routes were handled 
by substitute mail carriers 
when the regular mail carri-
ers are out.  Many of the at-
tendees at our meeting  take 
this as a lack of attentiveness  
and seriousness and poor at-
titude of the mail carriers 
and Cordero and Jones have 
promised us that this will be 
looked into and disciplinary 
action will be taken if justi-
fi ed. 

The mailbox at 2440 Bos-
ton Road was removed and 
not replaced.  This causes 
a problem because the resi-
dents of that building com-
plex are seniors and now 
have to cross busy Boston 
Road to fi nd another mailbox 
which is a very dangerous 
situation. Many of those in 
attendance complained that 
checks that they mailed did 

not reach their destination 
or were stolen from the mail-
box  and  they were a victim 
of mail ‘fi shing’.  As previ-
ously reported in prior arti-
cles we suggest writing your 
checks with a gel pen specifi -
cally Uniball Pen #207 which 
cannot be bleached from the 
face of the check. 

Many complaints were di-
rected at the post offi ce win-
dow clerks. The complaints 
ranged from the carriers  
not wearing their name tags 
and overall poor attitude at 
the Parkchester and Maran 
Place station.  Also not an-
swering the phones and not 
being at their work station 
at 9 a.m.  when the branch 
opens.  We were promised 
that these clerks will receive 
additional  sensitivity train-
ing and window training in 
their orientation to provide 
excellent customer service.  
The post offi ce also will have 
undercovers to observe and 
report their results to man-
agement. This undertaking 
also applies to new and  reg-
ular  mail carriers. The post 
offi ce has recently hired 18 
new carriers for the Bronx 
routes who will receive en-
hanced route training .

If you have any complaints 
or complements regarding 
your mail carriers or local 
post offi ce you may contact 
Cordero at shanell.cordero@

usps.gov.  Please be very spe-
cifi c in your email.

On Saturday, April 8, the 
Pelham Parkway Neighbor-
hood Association along with 
the Albanian American Open 
Hand Association held their 
annual holiday food givaway, 
in honor of the Passover and 
Easter holidays.  Thanks to 
numerous donations of both 
money and food we were able 
to supply food to everyone who 
showed up. As usual it was a 
very successful event.  Besides 
holding our monthly meet-
ings, these events are what the 
Pelham Parkway Neighbor-
hood Association is all about.  
Helping out and assisting ev-
eryon in our community in ev-
ery way possible.

The Pelham Parkway 
Neighborhood Association 
wishesBY everyone a Happy 
Easter and Happy Passover.  
The next meeting will be 
held Tuesday, May 9 at Bronx 
House starting at 7:15 p.m.  
Our special guest will be from 
the NYC Board Of Health. 

The Pelham Parkway 
Neighborhood Association 
works around the clock and 
year round to improve the 
quality of life in the Pelham 
Parkway neighborhood.  We 
can always be reached at pel-
hamparkwayna@gmail.com.  
Also look and follow us on 
Facebook for all current hap-
penings in the community.

BY TONY SALIMBENE
A good time was had by 

all at the National Command-
er’s Visitation. Patriots from 
Bronx County proudly assem-
bled, thank you post, unit and 
squadron members - you make 
me look good. Maybe a limo or 

party bus is the way to go next 
time?

Remember, no 3rd Sunday 
April meeting due to Easter 
Sunday observance. Next Post 
253 regular meeting will be 
the 4th Sunday at American 
Turners NY as usual.

Judging by all the Ins-
tagram ‘likes’ of my simple 
phone photo of an American 
Legion Square street sign by 
Wall Street and a 4 Chaplains 
plaque I bumped into from the 
Legion from the late 1960s, I 
know we have a pretty good 

majority of decent Americans 
out there.

Until next time: Did you 
pay your taxes yet?  On a 
lighter note, at least the 
weather is improving. (so you 
have no excuse not to go do 
your taxes).
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Progressives and Liberals on the Move had a ‘red letter’ meeting at the Huntington Free 
Library. Photo by Sandi Lusk

Nine members of the Bronx ‘Progressives and Liberals on the Move’ held a planning and 
letter writing campaign on Friday, April 7 at the Huntington Free Library.

PROGRESSIVES, LIBERALS ON THE MOVE  

Senator Ruben Diaz, Sr. (l) and Assemblyman Sepulveda (r) were amazed by the turnout of 
up to 1,200 people at job fair they and Assemblyman Marcos Crespo sponsored. 
 Photo by Bob Kappstatter

The lines were long and hopes high at a local job fair organized by Assemblyman Luis Sep-
ulveda on Wednesday, April 5 at the Sonia Sotomayor Community Center in Soundview. The 
event drew up to 1,200 job seekers and 72 potential employers from government and private 
agencies and organizations, retailers, hospitals and healthcare organizations, educational 
institutions and general contractors among many others.

JOB FAIR ATTRACTS 1,000 JOB SEEKERS

(l-r) Black belt Kevin Harrison, sensi Richard Schnell, purple belts Sylvanna Mulcare and 
Damian Venenia demonstrated important self-defense techniques. Photo by Silvio Pacifi co

Bronx Shotojuku presented a free Japanese Jiu Jitsu seminar on Saturday, April 8 inside 
its 2907 Scott Place dojo.n Hosted by certifi ed instructor sensei Richard Schnell, the edu-
cational seminar taught crisis avoidance, criminal profi ling, 3’ safety zone, empty hand de-
fense, joint locking, combat exercises, police tactics, pick pocket and hand bag defense.  

BRONX SHOTOJUKU HOSTS JIU JITSU SEMINAR

Jacobi medical staff demonstrated how to ‘Stop the Bleed’ in emergency situations. 
 Photo courtesy of Jacobi Medical Center

Jacobi Medical Center’s medical staff hosted an educational ‘Stop the Bleed’ event on 
Thursday, March 30 at the Bartow Center. Sponsored by Jacobi Medical Center, Riverbay 
Corporation and Community Board 10, the event showed civilians how they can assist se-
verely wounded individuals during emergency events.

 ‘STOP THE BLEED’ AT BARTOW CENTER

Britain Segarra (l) portrayed the clown fi sh while Richard Williams, Jr. played the lobster in 
this year’s ‘The Little Mermaid’ performance. Photo by Silvio Pacifi co

St. Raymond Elementary School welcomed the spring season with song and dance at its 
annual Soundtracks of Our Lives Spring Show on Tuesday, April 4 in the school’s auditorium. 
Under the direction of the school’s choirmaster and music teacher Patrick Connolly, grades 
fi rst through fi fth performed soundtracks to some of the most popular movies dating as 
far back as the 1960s.

SOUNDTRACK OF OUR LIVES SPRING SHOW
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RHYMES 
WITH CRAZY

All work and no play is normal for today’s kids

TOM ALLON

Fame (and power) is fl eeting

Every day after school, 
and all day on weekends, 
kids run outside … to get 
to their soccer league, or 
ballet lesson, or origami 
boot camp. It’s all good, but 
here’s what it isn’t.

Play.
Playing is something 

else entirely, a chance for 
kids to make up games, 
run around, paint a rock 
or climb a tree. And it is 
this kind of open-ended, 
unstructured “just goof-
ing around” that is not only 
pleasant, but absolutely 
critical to healthy child de-
velopment. If we want kids 
to become problem-solving, 
socialized, self-controlled 
people – and we do – we 
can’t keep fi lling all their 
free time with adult-led ac-
tivities.

Why not? Because when 
adults lead an activity, 
kids become followers. But 
when kids lead an activity, 
they get practice becoming 
adults. Leaders. Doers. En-
trepreneurs, not cogs.

That’s the idea behind 
the “Genius of Play,” an ini-
tiative of the Toy Industry 
Association to raise aware-
ness of play’s importance, 
and it was the topic of a 
panel discussion at the Chil-

dren’s Museum of Manhattan 
the other day, moderated by 
the former editor of Parents 
Magazine, Dana Points.

While many parents think 
of play time as empty calo-
ries and believe that even pre-
schoolers should spend more 
time being instructed on math 
and reading skills, Points 
said, “More play time at age 
three is directly related to bet-
ter vocabulary in kindergar-
ten.” What’s more, she added, 
“Active play not only helps 
develop coordination and mo-
tor skills, it’s also connected 
to better sleeping and eating 
habits. Researchers in Ger-
many found a signifi cant cor-
relation between ample free 
time [in childhood] and adult 
social success.”

What’s the connection? 
Nancy Schulman, former head 
of the 92nd street Y’s pre-k 
program and now head of the 
Early Learning Center at the 
Avenues school, put it bluntly: 
“Everything about play bene-
fi ts kids. Curiosity, inventive-
ness, self-esteem, and resil-
ience are the four things that 
kids really get through play.”

Think about what you see 
when you watch a kid play-
ing; “They will try something 
over and over and over again 
and keep failing but keep 

trying because they are set-
ting the agenda,” said Schul-
man. They want to make the 
cat’s cradle, or kick the ball 
harder. That’s the kind of in-
tense focus they will need in 
school — and life — but the 
classroom is a tough place to 
breed it. When kids are self-
motivated, as they are in play 
(nobody’s forcing anyone to 
jump double dutch), they get 
the experience of hard work 
and practicing without balk-
ing at, well, the hard work 
and practicing.

They also get the experi-
ence of making something 
happen. To get a game going, 
even a game of “I’m the prin-
cess, you’re the frog,” you 
need to convince someone else 
to play with you. This involves 

all sorts of social skills, said 
Leslie Bushara, deputy di-
rector of guest services at the 
Museum: “You’re negotiating, 
you’re listening.” And if what 
you hear is that your friend 
doesn’t want to be the frog, 
you have to absorb that and 
adjust or you may not be able 
to play at all. So you come up 
with a workable solution: Let’s 
both be princesses.

In the workplace, Bushara 
added, this is called “leader-
ship.”

In Little League or hip-hop 
class, kids learn certain tech-
nical skills, and teamwork, 
but they are not making some-
thing happen. What’s more, 
they are being judged, so 
they’re not totally free to make 
up a new game or dance. Free 
play doesn’t have an authority 
watching and grading, which 
means kids get to use their 
imaginations. If they come up 
with something that doesn’t 
work – who cares? It’s just fun. 
You can’t run the bases back-
wards at Little League, but 
you can if you’re “just” play-
ing. Voila: The seeds of inno-
vation.

This is the fi rst generation 
to be deprived of the chance to 
just hang out with their bud-
dies, getting all those good 
things going. “Only a quarter 

of our kids 6 to 15 are getting 
60 minutes of play a day,” 
said Kim McCall, executive 
director of New York/New 
Jersey Playworks, an or-
ganization that sends play 
instructors into schools to 
teach kids the playground 
games their older siblings 
no longer teach them. And, 
she said, many schools take 
even the meager 20-minute 
recess away from kids as a 
punishment, when recess 
is probably what those kids 
need the most.

How can we give kids 
back their right to play 
when parents and schools 
face so many time con-
straints and fears? Actu-
ally, it’s surprisingly easy. 
After school, just keep the 
gym and/or playground 
open for free play. Maybe 
have an adult in the corner, 
for insurance reasons. But 
otherwise, just throw out 
some balls, jump ropes and 
cardboard boxes and let the 
kids at it.

A mind is a terrible 
thing to waste…by “teach-
ing” it all the time.

Lenore Skenazy is a key-
note speaker, founder of the 
book and blog Free-Range 
Kids, and a contributor at 
Reason.com.

My fi rst boss once told me a 
story that illustrated the eva-
nescence of power.

When he was New York 
City’s Planning Commis-
sioner in the 1950s, he was in-
vited each year to an annual 
gala dinner hosted by one of 
the city’s good government 
groups. He sat proudly on the 
dais, seated to the immediate 
left of the Mayor.

The year after he stepped 
down from his powerful post, 
however, he didn’t sit on the 
dais. In fact, he wasn’t even in-
vited to the dinner.

This illustrates the revolv-
ing door of power in American 
political life: one year you’re 
up and on top of the world, and 
the next, you’re sitting at home 
alone, watching the high and 
mighty on television.

Think of one of the most 
dramatic examples in recent 
New York history — former 
Governor Elliot Spitzer. In 
2006, after eight years of fi re 
breathing as the crusading At-
torney General, he was elected 

Governor of New York State 
with more than 80 percent of 
the vote in the Democratic pri-
mary.

He was on a glide path to 
fame as a hard-charging gov-
ernor of the third-most-pop-
ulous state in the nation and 
his name was in the mix for a 
future run for the Democratic 
presidential slot.

But then, all of a sudden, a 
tawdry sex scandal chopped 
down his political fortunes 
and he fell to earth as loudly 
as a redwood tree in the forest. 
From powerful state leader to 
late night punch line in days. 
How the mighty have fallen.

I’ve been thinking about 
this dynamic the last few 
weeks as we watch the diz-
zying activity coming out of 
Washington, D.C. The cast of 
characters orbiting the new 
president have been jockeying 
for power and already a few 
have fallen by the wayside, 
like that shadowy fi gure, Gen. 
Mike Flynn. He went from 
leading national security ad-

visor to prime Russian collu-
sion suspect in a nanosecond.

In the last week, we have 
heard rumblings of who is up 
and who is down in the White 
House. Is chief of staff Rance 
Preibus on his way out? Will 
senior advisor Steve Bannon 
get pushed out because of his 
clashes with Trump’s son-in-
law, Jared Kushner?

There is only one thing 
certain: the jobs of Preibus, 
Bannon, Conway and others 
around the president are not 
nearly as secure as Jared and 
Ivanka’s. It’s hard to fathom 
why someone like Bannon, 
who has surely watched The 
Godfather trilogy, would want 
to battle with “the family.” 
Don’t be surprised if Bannon 
fi nds a horse’s head in his bed 
one night soon.

Then, of course, there is 
always the remote possibility 
that even the president or VP 
could be ousted at some point 
before their term ends. Many 
pundits, particularly those on 
the left, think that the probe 

into Russian ties to the Trump 
campaign will yield a smok-
ing gun at some point.

So for all of those in our 
country fretting about the 
president and his administra-
tion, just remember that since 
we are in a democracy, there 
is a fi nite period of leader-
ship. No matter what, in less 
than four years, we will have 
a chance to pick someone else.

And like the many scan-
dals in our political history 
that have brought down once 

mighty leaders in New York 
like Spitzer, Shelly Silver, 
Dean Skelos, Anthony Weiner, 
and many others, there is no 
guarantee that elected offi ce 
will last for full terms.

Does that make you feel 
any better?

Tom Allon, president of City 
& State NY, was a Republican 
and Liberal Party-backed may-
oral candidate in 2013 before he 
left to return to the private sec-
tor. Reach him at tallon@cit-
yandstateny.com.
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Advertise In The Next Edition Of
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DONNA MARZI
Marketing Account Executive

917-424-9246
dmsalesbxtimes@aol.com
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trigger for cold sores
Understand and avoid elder financial fraud 
Benefit from nutritious

The most widely read Newspaper Insert devoted EXCLUSIVELY to 
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(l-r) Dylon Tragni, representing Assemblyman Mark Gjonaj; honoree Sandra Chaiken; Dr. 
Noe Romo, SUV medical director; Pastor Jay Gooding, SUV director of community outreach; 
Erika Mendelsohn, SUV program director and honoree John Doyle. Photo by Silvio Pacifi co

Inspector Stephenson (c) proudly accepted his awards from SUV and Dylan Tragni (r). 
 Photo by Silvio Pacifi co

Rev. Hernquist (c) was honored by (l-r) Dr. Romo, Pastor Gooding, Erika Mendelsohn and 
Dylan Tragni. Photo by Silvio Pacifi co

Stand Up to Violence toasted several exemplary community and Jacobi Medical Center 
leaders at its second annual Stakeholder Appreciation Reception on Wednesday, April 5 at 
Fellowship Tabernacle Church. This year’s distinguished honorees included Rev. David Hern-
quist, Van Nest Assembly of God pastor; Norma Saunders, Bronx River Resident Association 
president; inspector Ruel Stephenson, 47th Precinct commanding offi cer; Sandra Chaiken, 
Jacobi Medical Center Social Services director; John Doyle, Jacobi Medical Center Public 
Affairs director and Hannah Nelson, former hospital executive at Jacobi.

SUV’S STAKEHOLDER APPRECIATION RECEPTION

(l-r) Pelham Bay Park administrator Mary Ann Anderson; Cherrie Greenhalgh, Bartow-Pell 
Conservancy immediate past president; NYC Parks commissioner Mitchell Silver; honoree 
Ellen Bruzelius; judge Lizbeth Gonzalez, FPBP president and Marisol Halpern, FPBP vice 
president. Photo by Silvio Pacifi co

In keeping with tradition, the Friends of Pelham Bay Park welcomed the spring season with 
its annual fundraiser on Thursday, April 6 at the Pelham Split Rock Golf Clubhouse, honor-
ing three special friends who support the park. This year’s honorees included Councilman 
James Vacca; Ellen Bruzelius, former Bartow Pell Mansion Museum director and Jorge San-
tiago, Bronx environmental activist and historian. All funds raised will support all-natural 
play elements at Pond Walk, the accessible wetland area in the Playground for All Children.

FRIENDS OF PEL BAY PARK’S FUNDRAISER

Local environmental activist and historian Jorge Santiago (c) was honored by (l-r) Mary Ann 
Anderson, NYC Parks commissioner Silver, judge Lizbeth Gonzalez and Marisol Halpern. 
 Photo by Silvio Pacifi co

(l-r) Christopher Jerry; Ruth Cassidy, St. Barnabas Hospital senior vice president and direc-
tor of pharmacology with and Len Walsh, St. Barnabas Hospital CEO. Photo by Silvio Pacifi co

St. Barnabas Hospital hosted a presentation on ‘Saving Lives by Reducing Preventable 
Medication Errors’ led by Christopher Jerry on Friday, April 7. In 2006, Jerry’s two-year-old 
daughter was winning her battle against a rare form of cancer when a medication error 
made by a hospital pharmacist changed everything, killing her within hours. In his grief, he 
established the Emily Jerry Foundation to raise awareness of the prevalence and alarming 
rate of medication errors, medical procedure mistakes and lack of reporting by hospitals, 
medical caregivers and healthcare providers.

ST. BARNABAS HOSTS LIFE-SAVING LECTURE
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GEORGE’S RESTAURANT
Corner of Westchester Avenue & Crosby Avenue

SERVING THE FINEST FOOD FOR OVER 48 YEARS
NOW SERVING WHOLE WHEAT PASTA

WE NOW DELIVER TO PELHAM BAY,
THROGS NECK & COUNTRY CLUB!

$10 Minimum For Delivery - Delivery Hours 11am-9pm

LET US CATER YOUR NEXT EVENT - CURBSIDE PICK-UP!

SAUTE´ AND
PASTA DISHES

COME AND ENJOY OUR 
NEW SAUTE MENU!

SERVED
MONDAY - SATURDAY

FROM 4PM-9PM

EARLY BIRD

DINNER
SPECIALS

$9.95

SUNDAY - THURSDAY
3pm - 6pm

YOUR NEXT DELIVERY OF 

$20 OR MORE

$300
OFF

GEORGE’S SPECIAL

Must Mention Coupon Offer While Ordering 
To Receive Discount And Present Upon Food 
Receipt. Not To Be Combined With Any Other 
Offer. Exp. 04/30/2017
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Brew at the Zoo takes place Friday, June 16th
Following on the success 

of the inaugural event in 2016, 
New York City’s wildest beer 
festival – “Brew at the Zoo” – 
is returning for an encore on 
Friday, June 16.

 Brew at the Zoo is a craft 
beer tasting event will feature 
more than 40 craft breweries 
serving more than 100 varia-
tions of ales, lagers, porters, 
IPAs, and more. Food options 
will include NYC food truck 
staples, local eateries, and va-
riety of classic beer hall bites 
at any one of the Bronx Zoo ca-
fes.

 Gates will open to tick-
etholders at 6 p.m. and last call 
will be at 10:45 p.m.

 Some of the Bronx Zoo res-
idents will be out late to greet Last year’s Boo at the Zoo participants.         Photo by Julie Larsen Maher © WCS

people as they get settled in 
for the evening. From 6 to 7:30 
p.m. grizzly bears, giraffes, le-
murs, sea lions and more will 
be on exhibit before the beer 
and wine tasting begins.

 At 7 p.m. samples of over 
100 varieties of wine and beer 
will start to fl ow. 

The zoo has expanded the 
event to include live music 
and DJs in several areas of the 
park as well as a retro game 
room, karaoke, and animal IQ 
bar trivia.

 General Admission tick-
ets are available for $69.99 and 
include a 5 oz. commemora-
tive souvenir cup with unlim-
ited beer samplings, live en-
tertainment, complimentary 
photo booth, and exhibit ac-

cess. VIP tickets are available 
for $99.99 and include all Gen-
eral Admission perks, plus 
express check-in, access to a 
VIP area with premium beer, 
wine and light hors d’oeuvres, 
unlimited fountain soda, and 
swag bag.

 Net proceeds will support 
WCS’s mission of saving wild-
life and wild places around 
the globe. Everyone must be 
21 or older to enter. Designated 
Driver tickets are also avail-
able for $39.99.

 For tickets and a full sched-
ule of activities, events, ven-
dors, breweries, visit www.
BronxZoo.com/BREW.

 Tickets on sale now. This 
event is expected to sell out. 
Last entry is at 10 p.m.

THE NEW SOUND OF
BROOKLYN

The Community News Group is 
proud to introduce BROOKLYN 
PAPER RADIO. Join Brooklyn 
Paper Editor-in-Chief Vince 
DiMiceli and the New York Daily 
News’ Gersh Kuntz man every 
Tuesday at 2:00 for an hour of 
talk on topics Brooklynites hold 
dear.

Each show will feature in-
studio guests and call-out 
segments, and can be listened 
to live or played anytime at your 
convenience.

SPONSORED BY

GERSH KUNTZMANVINCE DIMICELI

WITH

JOSEPH 
LICHTER, 

D.D.S.

LISTEN EVERY TUESDAY AT 2:00PM ON  
BrooklynPaper.com/radio
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Family Owned & Operated for over 60 years

Our Lady of Mercy School grew with Fordham population
Our Lady of Mercy parish 

on Marion Avenue south of 
Fordham Road was offi cially 
established in 1907 but was 
actually in existence at St. 
John’s College (later known 
as Fordham University) as 
early as 1852 according to a 
Fordham archivist. 

The church moved out 
of the college in 1892 and 
Fr. James Rigney was re-
assigned from his parish in 
Staten Island and appointed 
pastor. He purchased the 
Keary property on Marion 
Avenue where he established 
his church and school with 
the church opening in 1910.

 I checked a 1912 Bromley 
map and found the rectory, 
church, and school on the 
east side of Marion Avenue 
south of Fordham Road. The 
school building was the only 
wooden structure and after 
its purchase served as both 
a rectory and school with the 
classrooms upstairs. Fr. Ri-
gney passed away on Septem-
ber 25, 1898 and Fr. Michael 
J. McEvoy was appointed to 
take his place. He purchased 
additional property on Mar-
ion Avenue and is largely re-
sponsible for much of its de-

velopment. He died on May 13, 
1907 and Fr. Patrick N. Bres-
lin (1867- 1938) was named as 
the third pastor.

 He extended the school 
building and rectory in 1913 
and a survey taken the follow-
ing year indicated that there 
were 132 boys and 193 girls in 
the school with seven Ursu-
line nuns and two lay teach-
ers. The student body was 
growing at an alarming rate 
and a new school was opened 
in 1916. The nuns needed help 
to manage the growing stu-
dent body. The Dominican 
Sisters were called in and ar-
rived in 1917 to teach the boys 
and the Ursulines remained 
to instruct the girls. 

 The baby-boom after 
World War II created an-
other need for teachers as 
a survey undertaken by Fr. 
Joseph Schuyler in the mid-
1950s showed that there were 
one thousand students in the 
school and 8350 registered 

parishioners.  The tide has 
changed, however, and many 
private schools now fi nd 
themselves downsizing for 
a number of reasons includ-
ing economics and the lower 
birthrate for Catholics. Fam-
ilies with four, fi ve or more 
children, once the norm, are 
a thing of the past (my father 
was one of 12). 

Today many couples have 
one or two children. Our 
Lady of Mercy School cur-
rently has about 300 students 
with Denise O’Connell as 
principal and Fr. Ambiorix 
Rogriguez as pastor. I love 
their motto: “I can, I care, I 
count.” 

(Right) This is the original rectory 
and school for Our Lady of Mercy 
Parish on Marion Avenue south of 
Fordham Road. 

REPRINTED FROM 6/21/2012
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“Look as beautiful as you are….”

FillersBotox

Must present AD or coupon for offer 
CERTAIN RESTRICTIONS APPLY

Offering
the latest in

Laser Hair Removal     

Botox   

Fillers 

Scleratherapy 

Skin Peel

Electrolysis

Hormone Replacement Therapy

hCG Weight Loss Program

Got Hair?
M E DIC A L  A E S TH E TIC S

3611A East Tremont Ave.  Bronx, NY 347-281-5576

$100 OFF
YOUR FIRST TREATMENT

INTRODUCING KYBELLA BY ALLERGAN

(LIMITED TIME OFFER. FIRST 10 PATIENTS)

Important Safety Information
What is KYBELLA®
KYBELLA® is a prescription medi-
cine used in adults to improve the 
appearance and profile of moderate 
to severe fat below the chin (submen-
tal fat), also called “double chin.” It 
is not known if KYBELLA® is safe 
and effective for use outside of the 
submental area and in children less 
than 18 years of age
Please see additional Important 
Safety Information inside.

Bothered by the 
fullness* beneath 

your chin?

The town/village of Harrison, NY 
Professional Firefi ghts presents A 

Night of Rock and Roll Oldies on 
Saturday, May 6, 7 p.m., at the Louis M. 
Klein Middle School. The concerts will 
include Barbara Harris and the Toys 
(Lover’s Concerto), The Bell-Aires (for-
mer members of the Chines, Nino & 
the Ebb Tiedes - Destiners), Just Nuts 
Band (The Feeling is Right, Bronx 
Girl), Johnny “B” Bochinis (the voice 
of Pop), Harrison High School Chorus, 
and Dennis Dion Nardone (Saturday, 
Sunday morning radio show), who will 
serve as MC for the evening.

Tickets are $20; $10 for students and 
seniors.

For further information and to pur-
chase tickets, call Eileen at (914) 656-
1370 or (914) 835-0053, or visit the Har-
rison Fire Department  on Harrison 
Avenue.

* * *

Upcoming Wave Hill events:
Saturday, April 22; Sunday, April 

23: Family Art Project: Earth Day 
For Protecting Pollinators: Celebrate 
Earth Day by learning about how we 
can protect and support our environ-
ment and essential pollinators, like 
the honeybees who live at Wave Hill. 
Sunroom Project Space Artist Borin-
quen Gallo uses yellow caution tape 
in large-scale installations to stand 
as metaphors for sustainability and 
environmental care. Raise awareness 
of how pesticides impact pollinators 
through individual art projects or by 
contributing small projects to be in-
cluded in Gallo’s dynamic installation 
in Glyndor Gallery! 

Saturday, April 22; Sunday, April 
23: In The Shop: Reusable Wave Hill 
Tote: In celebration of Earth Day, 
spend at least $50 in The Shop today 
and receive a reusable Wave Hill Tote 
Bag as our gift to you.

Saturday, April 22: Garden High-
lights Walk: Join in for an hour-long 
tour of seasonal garden highlights. 
Free, and admission to the grounds is 
free until noon.

Saturday, April 22: Wellness Work-
shop: Earth Day Meditation: Use the 
garden landscape as inspiration this 
Earth Day weekend with healer, artist 
and yogi Sara Hart from iHart Lens. 
With an emphasis on the art of medi-
tation and the healing arts, practice 
simple techniques that you can use to 
bring light to any occasion, anywhere, 
any day. Bring your own cushion or 
blanket; art materials will be pro-
vided. Registration not required. 

Free, and admission to the grounds 
is free until noon. Earth Day Weekend 
event.

Saturday, April 22: Gallery Tour: 
Wave Hill’s Curatorial Fellow will 
lead a tour of the spring exhibitions in 
Glyndor Gallery. The group show, Out-
casts: Women in the Wilderness, ex-
plores how women have been treated 

and portrayed as outcasts in history, 
myth and biblical legend. In the Sun-
room Project Space, Borinquen Gallo’s 
imaginary hive interior is informed 
by Wave Hill’s beehives. 

Sunday, April 23: Earth Day Insect 
Expedition: Get up-close and personal 
with insects and other critters that 
creep, crawl and cruise around the 
Hudson River Valley in springtime. 
Check out live and preserved insects 
on display, then explore Wave Hill 
with insect guru Lawrence Forcella to 
hunt for native creatures in their gar-
den habitats. Ages eight and up wel-
come with an adult. 

Sunday, April 23    Pre-Concert 
Tea: Enjoy Afternoon Tea in the Mark 
Twain Room prior to today’s concert 
in Armor Hall. The Café at Wave Hill 
pairs a classic menu with an assort-
ment of green, black and herbal teas. 
This traditional tea service includes 
the four classic elements of savory, 
scones, sweets and tea. The menu, 
presented by Great Performances, in-
cludes an array of tea sandwiches, 
scones and bite-sized desserts. After-
noon Tea also includes a glass of spar-
kling wine. Afternoon Tea Service is 
$36. Wave Hill Members receive a 10% 
discount. Advanced registration is re-
quired, online at wavehill.org. 

Sunday, April 23: Concert: Women 
Composers In The Spotlight: This 
concert brings women composers 
and their work to the forefront and 
is presented in conjunction with the 
Glyndor Gallery exhibition Outcasts: 
Women in the Wilderness. Curated by 
American composer and educator Su-
zanne Farrin, her insightful commen-
taries guide the audience through per-
formances that showcase a landscape 
of music from the Baroque period to to-
day. The performers are soprano Tony 
Arnold and harpist Bridget Kibbey. 
The afternoon begins with music by 
Barbara Strozzi, a 17th-century Vene-
tian composer and singer of opera who 
performed her own music and that of 
such contemporaries as Vivaldi. It con-
cludes with works from current lead-
ing women composers, including Far-
rin’s Suono, which received its world 
premiere as part of the 2016 Mostly 
Mozart Festival, and Kaija Saariaho’s 
Fall. 

The program will be followed by a 
conversation with the artists. Ms. Far-
rin is professor and chair of the mu-
sic department at Hunter College, and 
has hosted a show for WQXR’s Q2. Her 
work La Dolce Morte enjoyed its world 
premiere performances at the Metro-
politan Museum of Art in the spring 
of 2016. 

Sunday, April 23: Garden High-
lights Walk: Join in for an hour-long 
tour of seasonal garden highlights. 

Wave Hill is located at 675 West 
252nd Street. For more information 
call (718) 549-3200 ext. 232.

Night of Rock and Roll 
Oldies; Wave Hill events
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Action

Association

BY FRANK V. VERNUCCIO, JR.
For a number of years, 

the public has been told that 
man-made climate change 
had placed California in a 
long-range drought. However, 
as reported by the Mercury 
News it’s fl ooding that is now 
the problem facing residents 
of the Golden State.

The most important in-
dicator of California’s wa-
ter availability is the snow-
pack reading in the Sierra 
Nevada, which now stands at 
“164 percent of its historic av-
erage, a massive accumula-
tion of new water… There is 
so much snow that the Squaw 
Valley ski resort, which has 
received 54 feet of snow so far 
this year, plans to stay open 
until July 4…So when is Gov. 
Jerry Brown going to rescind 
or amend the drought emer-
gency order he signed in Janu-
ary 2014? He hasn’t said.”

In January comments re-
ported by the Washington 
Post Brown stated  ‘We can’t 
fall back and give in to the cli-
mate deniers,’ In a December 
speech to the American Geo-
physical Union, he reiterated 
the state’s resistance to any ef-
forts to roll back national cli-
mate policies, stating, ‘We’ve 
got the scientists, we’ve got 
the lawyers and we’re ready to 
fi ght.’”

Climate change extremists 

haven’t issued a retraction of 
their miscalculation, just as 
they have failed to apologize 
for inaccurate science or in-
tentionally warping data.

A 2015 U.S. News & World 
Report article stated that  “Cli-
mate change is linked to Cal-
ifornia’s drought…”     That 
same year, Newsweek wrote:  
“With each passing year, hu-
man-caused global warming 
bullies California for more 
water. Each year, the heat 
squeezes more moisture from 
soils and ecosystems.” A Stan-
ford analysis penned, “The at-
mospheric conditions associ-
ated with the unprecedented 
drought currently affl icting 
California are ‘very likely’ 
linked to human-caused cli-
mate change, Stanford scien-
tists write in a new research 
paper.”

The current excess of wa-
ter in California is, to para-
phrase Al Gore, “an inconve-
nient fact” for climate change 
extremists.

A 2016 Hoover Institution 
study by David Henderson 
and Charles Hooper provides 
this analysis:

“President Obama and 
California’s Governor Jerry 
Brown…have concluded that 
climate change caused Cali-
fornia’s 2011-2015 drought…
Brown said in 2015, ‘I can tell 
you, from California, climate 

change is not a hoax. We’re 
dealing with it, and it’s damn 
serious.’ In a February 14, 2014 
press release, Obama said, 
‘Droughts have obviously 
been a part of life out here in 
the West … scientifi c evidence 
shows that a changing climate 
is going to make them more in-
tense.’

Henderson and Hooper ex-
plain that “Not only have the 
climate models been wrong 
about California’s precipita-
tion—at least recently—but 
also they have a history of be-
ing wrong about overall warm-
ing…the climate models be-
hind the dire predictions and 
Obama’s and Brown’s forceful 
actions—have been ‘running 
hot,’ sounding a false alarm, 
and predicting about 2.2 times 
as much warming as actually 
occurred from 1998 to 2014.”

Originally, advocates of 
human-caused climate change 
suggested that the planet was 
cooling.  That concept didn’t 
work out, and the same advo-
cates proposed that the popu-
lation, particularly in indus-
trialized nations, was causing 

global warming.  That, too, 
hasn’t withstood the rigors of 
scientifi c analysis, particu-
larly since the alleged warm-
ing trend appears to have 
halted for decades, if indeed it 
ever existed, and so the rather 
nebulous concept of “climate 
change” was proposed, and is 
now widely taught in schools, 
accepted by most of the media, 
and used as a factor in foster-
ing large-scale government in-
tervention in the private sec-
tor.

A number of explicit facts 
have challenged the notion 
that manmade activities are 
having a signifi cant impact 
on the Earth’s temperature, 
starting with the fact that the 
Earth has continuously expe-
rienced climate change, even 
before humans made their rel-
atively recent appearance.

The data employed to foster 
the manmade change theory 
has been shown to be seriously 
fl awed. When ‘change advo-
cates generally cite records 
only a few hundred years old, 
they ignore extremely rele-
vant information. From the 
10th to the 14th centuries, 
the planet’s temperature was 
warmer than that of our time. 
This period was followed by 
an era now known as ‘the Lit-
tle Ice Age.’  Changes contin-
ued, not tied to human activ-
ity, and continue still.

As serious as the ignored 
data has been the intentional 
falsifying of key science stud-
ies. The most well-known 
case, popularly known as ‘Cli-
mategate,’ came to the pub-
lic’s attention when leaked 
emails from the University of 
East Anglia revealed that re-
sults of studies were tailored 
to ignore actual results in fa-
vor of propping up the beliefs 
of global warming theory ad-
vocates. It has now been re-
vealed that the U.S. National 
Oceanographic and Atmo-
spheric Administration and 
NASA have fabricated com-
puter modeling of the atmo-
sphere, perhaps in response 
to political pressure, also to 
better serve the wishes of cli-
mate change advocates.

The Earth’s environment 
does require attention, and ac-
tual harmful activities should 
be addressed. But the use of 
ignored facts and falsifi ed 
data to support incorrect theo-
ries can only cause harm. The 
cynical employment of coun-
terfeit science to pursue politi-
cal ends–much of the climate 
change agenda is actually an 
excuse to implement socialist 
political goals– is unaccept-
able.

Contact us at nycommu-
nityaction@gmail.com; tune 
into our affi liated radio broad-
casts at usagovpolicy.com. 

BY LYNN GERBINO
Our next meeting will be 

held on Tuesday, April 25, 
at 7:30 p.m. at the Villa Bar-
one Manor. Our guest speak-
ers will be  our Councilman 
Jimmy Vacca and Chrys Na-
politano,  master gardener 
and CSA doyenne in Locust 
Point.

Chrys will do a quick pre-
sentation and then move on 
to the Waterbury/LaSalle 
meeting, which is held on the 

same night. All are invited.
If you have not paid your 

dues as yet, please send a $15 
check to :Throggs Neck Ho-
meowners Association, P.O. 
Box 25, Throggs Neck Sta-
tion, Bronx, New York 10465. 

There will be some 
changes at the Throgs Neck 
and Whitestone Bridges by 
the fall. 

There will no longer be 
toll booths. Tolls will be col-
lected by EZPass or if you do 

not have a pass, you will be 
sent a bill. I still don’t know 
how well that will work, but 
I hope that all of the people 
working in the toll plazas 
still have jobs. 

Also, I was wondering 
how there would be check 
points to look through suspi-
cious vehicles. It all remains 
to be seen.Nothing remains 
the same.

Also, there will be many 
lane closures on both the 
Whitestone and the Throgs 
Neck over the next few week-
ends for roadway reconstruc-
tion, so be aware when you 
are that way.

Unfortunately, our  Rocco 

Talarico resigned as vice 
president to head toward 
greener pastures. We will 
miss him and thank him for 
all he has done for us over the 
20 something years he has 
served in that capacity. Good 
luck, Rocco.

If you need us, please 
call us at (718) 823-0327 or 
message me on Facebook..
Throggs Neck Homeowners 
Association. Happy Easter 
and a Good Passover to all.

BY FRAN ARICO
 AND BARBARA FLEMING

Our next meeting will be 
held on Wednesday, April 19 
at the Knights of Columbus 
Hall at 3243 Ampere Avenue 
(corner of Research Avenue) 
at 7:15 p.m.  One of our mem-
bers asked if we could have a 
representative from the NYC 
Department of Buildings and 

thanks to Andy Salas from 
Senator Jeff Klein’s offi ce 
we will have a speaker from 
DOB. 

We also send congratula-
tions to our vice-president Sal 
Grassia who will be honored 
at the 45th Precinct break-
fast on Wednesday, May 10.  
Those members who missed 
last month’s very informative 

meeting from the NYC Fire 
Department, we will have 
some pamphlets about fi re 
safety and the carbon monox-

ide fi re alarms and how you 
may receive them for your 
home.

We will also announce the 
evening of Klein’s Bingo on 
behalf of Spencer Estate Civic 
Association which is free, 
with prizes being awarded. 

We have Commissioner 
Nivardo Lopez from the NYC 
Department of Transporta-

tion working on getting a 
4-way stop sign  on Stadium 
Avenue and Spencer Drive, a 
very dangerous corner since 
the Bx 24 bus turns on that 
corner coming in and going 
out of Spencer Estate  We pre-
sented petitions with hun-
dreds of signatures.  Hope to 
see you at our meeting and 
bring a friend or  neighbor.

S SSHOP OUR CLASSIFIED 
PAGES EVERY WEEK AND 

SAVE MONEY
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For security purposes, NO backpacks allowed. Random security and bag checks. An activity of the Greater New York Automobile Dealers Association.
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ADVERTORIAL

Safety should be a top pri-
ority for everyone sharing 
the road, including cyclists, 
drivers and pedestrians. The 
following are a few tips each 
of those groups of travelers 
can employ to ensure the 
roads stay safe for every-
one.

Cyclists
same traffic rules as auto-
mobile drivers. Stop for red 
lights and stop signs, signal 
lane changes or turns, and 

drive on the correct side of 
the road.

Oftentimes, drivers exit their 

for oncoming traffic or cy-
clists. You can be hit by a 
swinging car door.

-
able as possible. This could 
include using a light or horn 

presence to drivers.

and other applicable safety 
equipment.

it is safe to ride. 

a child) if it is not designed 
to do so. Riding on the han-
dlebars or behind the cyclist 
can be dangerous.

or headphones while cycling. 
You want all of your senses 
to be available to avoid ac-
cidents.

drivers’ blind spots so you’ll 
be more visible.

injure pedestrians.

Pedestrians

-
rection of traffic.

all traffic has stopped before 
crossing the road or step-

not pulled out into traffic.

-
destrians running to catch 
a bus or stepping out into 
traffic after exiting a bus. 
Remember, there will be 
another bus behind the one 
you’re chasing and safety is 
more important.

at night.

interstates on foot. 

SAFETY NOT JUST DRIVERS’ RESPONSIBILITY
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“I didn’t just want to have a great last season, I wanted 
to go out with a bang and I really wanted to be a leader. 
That was the most important thing, just set an example, 
and be somebody people can remember from Scanlan.”

CHANNEL WILLIAMS   . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 73

WINSTON DINKINS 
PRESIDENT / HEAD COACH
Velocity Track Club New 

York athletes enjoyed their 
month break!  The children 
were excited to return to prac-
tice on Saturday, April 8th at 
Pelham Bay Park.  During 
the break the children went 
swimming and had an oppor-
tunity to do all the other ac-
tivities they miss out during 
the track & fi eld season.  

On Saturday, April 3, 2017, 
Velocity Track Club enjoyed 
a fun day of rock climbing.  
The team went to The Rock 
Club located at 130 Rhodes St. 
New Rochelle, NY for a day 
of fun, laughs, and climbing.  
The Rock Club is the fi rst 
of its kind and continues to 
be a premier rock climbing 
gym in the New York Area.  
Their 40 foot climbing wall 
with terrain ranging from 
easy to extreme provides a 
fun and challenging experi-
ence for climbers of all levels.  
There were about 80 climbing 
stations with over 200 indi-
vidual routes.  The staff was 
very helpful and professional 
at all times.  They all helped 
the kids have a wonderful ex-
perience.  Plus the children 
had pizza and drinks after-
ward.

Velocity Track Club have 
an full schedule, practice on 
Monday, Wednesday, Thurs-
day and Saturday, with 
track meets on some week-
ends.  Through fundraising, 
we will able to rent Truman 
High School track on Monday 
and Wednesdays.  Co-op City 
is in need of a 400 meter track 
that the track teams and resi-
dence can utilize. 

Our 1st outdoor meet will 
be the 2017 Youth Challenge 
Series on April 23rd at Icahn 
Stadium. Randall’s Island.  
For complete schedule, go 
to Velocitytrack.org. Please 
come out to see your future 
Olympians. 

 Velocity Track Club New 

Velocity 
Track Club 
New York 
highlights

Continued on Page 73

BY LAURA AMATO
They’re doing their job. 
The Fordham Prep base-

ball team isn’t just putting 
bat on ball, the Rams doing it 
consistently, racking up hits 
and runs and rolling to victo-
ries. The squad did it again on 
April 11, cruising to an 8-1 vic-
tory over Cardinal Spellman 
as the middle of the lineup 
continued to dominate at the 
plate. 

“It’s a special group and 
they’re starting to do some 
nice things here,” said Rams 
coach Patrick Deane. “It’s 
starting to roll. Guys are 
working at the plate.”

It wasn’t a perfect start 
for the Rams, however, as 
Spellman loaded the bases 
in the top of the fi rst inning. 
Prep starter Alfredo Delgado 
walked in one run, but the 
sophomore standout refused 
to get rattled and as soon as he 

settled into a rhythm, the Pi-
lots couldn’t recover. 

Delgado worked out of the 
jam and the Rams got the run 
back in the bottom of the in-
ning, boosting their pitcher’s 
confi dence for the rest of the 
afternoon. 

“I was pretty frustrated,” 
said Delgado, who went fi ve 
innings with six strikeouts. 
“I wasn’t getting the calls I 
wanted, but I just needed to 
settle down. I got my rhythm 
in and after I walked in that 
run, I knew I could get it.”

Prep took control of the 
game in the bottom of the 
third as the heart of the Rams’ 
lineup settled into a rhythm. 
The squad racked up three 
runs in the frame, jumping 
out to a 4-1 cushion and, most 
importantly, setting Spellman 
back on its defensive toes. 

“I think we’re just seeing 
the ball well and barrelling 

the ball up,” said senior short-
stop Danny Alvarez. “It defi -
nitely builds our confi dence 
when we’re hitting like we are 
now. We know the guys on the 
mound are going to keep the 
runs to a minimum, so it’s 
just our job to keep hitting.”

Alvarez was nothing short 
of dominant in the league 
matchup, racking up three 
hits, three runs and one RBI. 
Jason Apostle – who hits in 
the third spot – wasn’t far be-
hind, notching four singles of 
his own and a pair of RBI.

“It’s the hottest I’ve ever 
seen anyone in my career 
here,” Deane said of the bat-
ting tandem. “I don’t want to 
jinx anybody, but this lineup 
just fl ows and it’s really roll-
ing.”

Delgado cruised through 
the rest of the afternoon and 
JP Silvestri wrapped up the 
victory with four strikeouts 

in two innings of work. The 
pair combined to one-hit the 
Pilots. 

“I wanted to frustrate them 
and just keep it together,” Del-
gado said of his approach. 
“There’s no pressure. I gave 
up one run, going into the dug-
out they were just, like, we’re 
going to get this back.”

The Rams added two more 
in the bottom of the sixth and 
seventh, racking up 12 hits 
as the fi rst fi ve hitters in the 
lineup all notched, at least, 
one hit. 

It’s still very early in the 
season, but Prep is practically 
bursting with confi dence, cer-
tain the one-two punch of its 
lineup and pitching staff will 
continue to lead to victories. 

“I feel like we defi nitely 
have the right guys to go deep 
into the playoffs,” Alvaraez 
said. “We want to make a run 
at a championship.”

RAMS HITTING THEIR STRIDE 
WITH POWERFUL LINEUP

Fordham Prep senior shortstop Danny Alvarez stayed hot at the plate on April 11, going 3-for-3 with a walk and three runs scored as the Rams took 
down Cardinal Spellman. CNG/Laura Amato
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BY LAURA AMATO
It was a dominant girls hoops season 

in the Bronx this year. 
Monsignor Scanlan once again led 

the charge, capturing yet another Arch-
diocese title and notching an appearance 
in the CHSAA “AA” championship game. 
Aquinas also notched its own impressive 
season, clinching the CHSAA “B” state 
title and competing in the Federation 
tournament. 

On the PSAL side, Holcombe Rucker 
also notched a championship run, taking 
top honors in the “B” division for the fi rst 
time in program history this season. 

Of course, none of that success would 
have been possible without the talented 
players. Read on to see who made the all-
star list: 

Player of the Year

Channel Williams,

Senior, Monsignor Scanlan

Coach of the Year

Tom Catalanotto,

Monsignor Scanlan

The Lady Crusaders coach led the 
squad to a dominant season in Archdio-
cese play, capturing the team’s second 
straight title with a roster chock-full of 
fi rst-time varsity players. Scanlan came 
up short of a state championship, falling 
to The Mary Louis Academy in OT, but 
Catalanotto and his squad are certain 
they’ll be just as strong next year, bol-
stered by experience and a desire to be 
the best, again. 

FIRST TEAM

Arianna Buchanan,

Sophomore, Harry S. Truman

In her fi rst year on varsity, Buchanan 
made sure to leave a lasting impression. 
The sophomore averaged 11.86 points, 
three rebounds and 2.64 assists during 
the regular season, sparking her team-
mates. She also chipped in 9.5 points and 
two rebounds during two postseason 
matchups. 

Delphynia Sparks,

Senior, Monsignor Scanlan

The VCU-bound standout battled a 
lingering ankle injury all season, but she 
made sure to do everything she could to 
help her team, even when she wasn’t on 
the court. Sparks fi nally got back into 
the swing of things in the playoffs and 
wrapped up her high school career by 
hitting the go-ahead basket in the May-
or’s Cup. 

Monae Thomas,

Senior, Evander Childs Campus

The combo guard did a bit of every-
thing this season, packing her stat line 
every time she stepped onto the court. 
Thomas, who also served as her team’s 
captain in her fi nal season on the hard-
wood, averaged a division-leading 24.76 
points and 13.59 rebounds per game. 

Gia Marie Correa,

Junior, Holcombe Rucker

The do-it-all player, who already has 

interest from a handful of top-tier col-
lege, was the offensive spark that made 
Rucker go this season. She averaged 17.91 
points, 10.27 rebounds and 2.09 assists 
during the regular season and didn’t 
slow down during the playoffs. Correa 
added seven points and 5.75 rebounds as 
Rucker captured its fi rst city title. 

Nicole Hill, Senior,

Cardinal Spellman

The Mayor’s Cup participant was the 
emotional foundation of the Pilots squad 
this season. A solid presence shooting 
presence from just about anywhere on 
the court, Hill kept Spellman in the game 
no matter who they squared off against. 

SECOND TEAM

Ronella Kennedy,

Junior, Aquinas

A solid presence in the paint, Ken-
nedy was a rebounding machine for 
Aquinas throughout the postseason, lift-
ing her squad to a city and CHSAA “B” 
state title. Kennedy racked up 13 points 
in the state championship. 

Shadai Plowden,

Junior, Riverdale/Kingsbridge

Academy

Plowden was a statistical force 
to be reckoned with this season, 

averaging 25.86 points and 10.29 re-
bounds during the regular season. 
The junior got even better during 
two playoff games, racking up 26 
points, eight rebounds and two as-
sists for her squad.

Kayla Morris,

Freshman, Monsignor Scanlan

It might have been her fi rst sea-
son on varsity, but the Crusaders 
standout didn’t play like a fresh-
man this winter. The 6-foot-2 for-
ward held her own on the block 
throughout the season, hauling in 
rebounds and notching putbacks 
as Scanlan dominated play in the 
Catholic League. 

Charlotte Leurs,

Junior, Lehman Campus

The forward made good use of 
her space on the block through-
out the year, averaging 24.2 points 
and 17.8 rebounds during the reg-
ular season. She was just as im-
pressive in Lehman’s one playoff 
game, racking up 26 points and 18 
rebounds. 

Ashley Caba,

Senior, The Annex Campus

Although her team didn’t have 

the best season, Caba was a sta-
tistical force to be reckoned with 
this winter. In ten regular season 
games, she averaged a whopping 
22.7 points, 3.6 rebounds and one 
assist per game. 

HONORABLE MENTION

Kateri Poole,
Freshman, Monsignor Scanlan

Essence Richardson,
Sophomore, Harry S. Truman

Kira Villegas,
Sophomore, Aquinas

J. Naya Diallo,
Freshman, Wings Academy

Ivelisse Fernandez,
Senior, Christopher Columbus

Secret Williams,
Sophomore, Mott Haven

Eliasha Holt,
Senior, Dewitt Clinton

Mia Jackson,
Senior, The Annex Campus

Anayah Walters,
Senior, Archimedes/Maleska Cam-

pus
Jada Moore,

Sophomore, Holcombe R. Rucker
Pharah Tivoli,

Sophomore, Comprehensive Model 
School Project X327

Julie Trowers, South Bronx

2017 ALL-BRONX GIRLS BASKETBALL HONORS

Scanlan senior Del Sparks battled injury all year, but her late-season return helped spark the Crusaders towards another league title and 
a state championship berth. CNG/Laura Amato



BRONX TIMES REPORTER, APRIL 14-20, 2017 73  BTR

BY LAURA AMATO
Channel Williams is not tall. She 

knows this. She knows everyone else 
knows it too. She doesn’t care. 

Williams embraces her distinct 
lack of a height advantage every time 
she steps onto the court, focusing, in-
stead, on what she can do with a ball 
in her hands. She can do quite a bit. 

The 5-foot-4 point guard was the 
driving force behind Monsignor 
Scanlan this season, a leader on and 
off the court for a young Crusaders 
squad and, while she’s not winning 
any height contests any time soon, 
Williams was nothing short of domi-
nant.

“I didn’t just want to have a 
great last season,” Williams said. “I 
wanted to go out with a bang and I re-
ally wanted to be a leader. That was 
the most important thing, just set 
an example, and be somebody people 
can remember from Scanlan.”

Williams came into her final sea-
son on the hardwood well aware of 
the expectations. She’s a point guard, 
after all, her job is to direct the team 
and spark the offense.

She wasn’t, however, entirely 
ready to be the unquestioned leader 
of the Crusaders. That all changed 

when fellow senior standout Del 
Sparks got injured and, suddenly, 
Williams wasn’t just a point guard – 
she was the one that made Scanlan 
go. 

“It was very important,” Wil-
liams said of settling into her role 
this year. “Coach told me that it was 
my job to lead everybody. I’m a se-
nior and it was important for me to 
spark my team and do what I’m sup-
posed to do so they’ll follow after me. 
It was a great feeling to know that 
they’d come and talk to me about 
anything.”

Williams didn’t just lead her 
team with words or determination 
– although she had both of those in 
spades – she also packed her stat 
sheet, averaging 14.9 points, 2.6 
steals and 3.2 assists per game. 

She cared about the assists the 
most. If Williams was getting assists 
that meant her teammates were scor-
ing and a leader, by its very defini-
tion, makes sure her teammates can 
succeed. 

“I think about my teammates be-
fore I think about myself,” said Wil-
liams, who also competed in the May-
or’s Cup this season. “That’s what a 
leader is supposed to do. It’s what a 

point guard is supposed to do. You’re 
supposed to set your team up in the 
best way possible. I think of them 
first and that’s just going to make me 
a better player.” 

Williams helped lead Scanlan to 
a second straight CHSAA Archdioc-
esan title and while the squad came 
up short in the “AA” state title game, 
the Crusaders star can’t find it in 
herself to be too disappointed. 

“I think, honestly, it was the best 
season that I’ve had in my four years 
at Scanlan,” she said. “We came up 

short, but it was still a great season. 
We still accomplished a lot.”

Now, Williams has her sights set 
on the next challenge and the next 
leadership opportunity. She’ll head 
to Providence College next season 
and while she’ll, once again, likely 
be the shortest player on the roster, 
she’s certain no one will be as deter-
mined as her. 

“I’m trying to do what I did here 
and bring that all to Providence,” 
Williams said. “I just couldn’t go 
wrong with that choice.”

York is a 501C3 Non for profi t.  100% of 
your donation will go to help 

our children.  For additional infor-

mation, you can go to our web site Ve-
locitytrack.org or contact

 me, Winston Dinkins at 914-441-
6196 or email me at watclt@aol.com.  

from Page 71

Velocity Track Club New 
York highlights

VTC athletes and parents enjoying Rock Club

Heart over height: Scanlan star 

earns top Bronx player honors

Scanlan senior Channel Williams will head to Providence College last season after notching 
a dominant performance in her fi nal year with the Crusaders. Tom Catalanotto

POT of GOLD
Sherbee Antiques is a family-owned business that has been 

serving the tri-state area for over 60 years. 
We buy from the full contents of homes and estates 

to single items. We specialize in high-end goods such as 
antiques, art, fi ne porcelain, lighting, bronzes and sculptures. 

We have particular interest in fi ne jewelry, timepieces, 
diamonds, gold and silver. 

If you call we will come to you, free of charge, and evaluate 
what you are selling. We know the value of your possessions 
and are willing to pay top dollar on the spot. Please feel free 
to call seven days a week for a free same day consultation.

You may be sitting on a large fortune. 
Call Sherbee Antiques. They’ll tell you how much.

CALL TODAY 917-748-7622 OR 718-762-7448 
You’ll be glad you did.

Sherbee  Antiques
Est. 1940
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In a continuing effort to provide 
Yankees fans with an increased 
number of value-price single-game 
ticket options, the Yankees have in-
troduced two new offers: the Pin-
stripe Pass ticket (starting at $15 
for select games) and a Grandstand 
Level ticket (starting at $10). The Pin-
stripe Pass ticket is a general admis-
sion standing room only ticket which 
also includes one drink (choices in-
clude a 12 oz. domestic beer for those 
age 21 and over with valid ID, a Pepsi 
product or a bottle of Poland Spring 
water). Fans purchasing a Pinstripe 
Pass will be able to enjoy the game 
from non-assigned standing room lo-
cations throughout the Stadium or at 
any of the recently announced social 
gathering locations listed above. Pin-
stripe Pass quantities and prices will 
vary for each game. For more infor-
mation regarding the Pinstripe Pass, 
visit www.yankees.com/pinstripep-
ass. Additionally, for every 2017 reg-
ular season home game, the Yankees 
will offer $10 Grandstand Tickets in 
select Grandstand locations. Quan-
tities available will vary for each 
game.

 With the introduction of these 
two new single-game ticket offers, an 

additional 200,000 single-game tick-
ets priced at $15-or-less will be made 
available to fans for the 2017 regular 
season.

 Tickets may be purchased on-
line at www.yankees.com, www.yan-
keesbeisbol.com, at the Yankee Sta-
dium Ticket Offi ce, via Ticketmaster 
phone at (877) 469-9849, Ticketmaster 
TTY at (800) 943-4327 and at all Ticket 
Offi ces located within Yankees Club-
house Shops. Fans with questions 
may call (212) YANKEES [926-5337] 
or email tickets@yankees.com.

 The following new Yankee Sta-
dium family locations will be acces-
sible to all Yankee Stadium Guests, 
regardless of their ticketed seats. 
Highlights include:

 
SUNRUN KIDS CLUBHOUSE: 

The Sunrun Kids Clubhouse will 
be Yankee Stadium’s fi rst-ever chil-
dren’s zone. Shaped like a mini-base-
ball fi eld with a soft artifi cial surface, 
the 2,850-square-foot area is located 
on the 300 Level in right fi eld and 
outfi tted with Yankees-themed play-
ground equipment, including over-
sized baseballs, bases and baseball 
cards, a 6-foot-high replica World Se-
ries trophy and interactive exhibits. 

Parents can join their children on 
the play area or choose to oversee 
them from a nearby dugout. Televi-
sion monitors will ensure that no one 
misses any game action. On warm 
days, a retractable shade can be ex-
tended to cover the play area. The 
Sunrun Kids Clubhouse also includes 
two family restrooms equipped with 
changing tables. Nursing mothers 
will have additional private space, 
including lounge chairs, a television 
and power outlets for those using 
electric breast pumps.

 
MASTERPASS BATTER’S EYE DECK:

Located on the 200 Level in center 
fi eld with a clear, sweeping view of 
the entire Stadium, the Masterpass 
Batter’s Eye Deck has been expanded 
to 3,500 square feet and includes 
drink-rails overlooking the fi eld. 
This outdoor gathering space will 
feature craft beers, cocktails and a 
large selection of food options.

 
BULLPEN TERRACES:

Frank’s RedHot Terrace (over-
looking the visitors bullpen in left 
fi eld) and the Toyota Terrace (over-
looking the Yankees bullpen in right 
fi eld) are open-air social gathering 

areas on the 100 Level. Each terrace 
features its own specialty food and 
drink options. Drink-rail locations 
at the landings will have power/USB 
outlets. As a result of this reconfi gu-
ration, all obstructed-view seats in 
the Bleachers have been removed.

 
BUDWEISER PARTY DECKS:

Located in Sections 311 and 328, 
Budweiser Party Decks feature 
shaded stand-alone bar areas serv-
ing beer, cocktails and food. Drink-
rail and barstool seating provides 
fans a relaxed and casual setting 
from which to enjoy sweeping views 
of the fi eld and game action.

 
AT&T SPORTS LOUNGE

Featuring DirecTV service: The 
new AT&T Sports Lounge featuring 
DirecTV service at Section 134 on the 
Field Level includes a full bar with 
craft beers and cocktails. Tables, 
stools and large-screen televisions 
tuned to the Yankees broadcast and 
other live sporting events provide a 
sports-bar atmosphere on the Stadi-
um’s main outdoor concourse in left 
fi eld. Additionally, power/USB out-
lets are available for charging phones 
or tablets.

New York Yankees announce value 
tickets and social gathering locations

The Masterpass Batter’s Eye Deck is located on the 200 Level in center fi eld and has amazing views of the entire stadium Courtesy of New York Yankees
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lines, unauthorized tows from com-
mercial lots where there is no agree-
ment between ownership (and) tow 
company and no signs posted in the 
lot,” stated Alps. 

The precinct has also received com-
plaints regarding excessive storage 
fees charged by tow operators beyond 
guidelines, he stated. 

“We try to intervene in some cases 
to successfully resolve issues without 
enforcement,” stated Alps. 

In the process of doing enforce-
ment, precinct cops have seized ille-

Local precincts launch operation to stop tow truck ‘spotters’
From page 1

“(Right) We have been receiving com-
plaints about excessive fees which violate 
DCA guidelines (and) unauthorized tows 
from commercial lots where there is no 
agreement between ownership/tow com-
pany.” – Captain Thomas Alps, 49th Precinct 
commanding offi cer.

gal radios that allow some tow drivers 
to monitor frequencies in violation of 
law, he stated. 

They also seized unlicensed tow 
trucks where they have also found 
large quantities of marijuana pack-
aged for sale, stated Alps. 

“The tow trucks have been put on 
notice that we will not stop our en-
forcement until they cease all illegal 
behavior,” stated Alps. 

Joe Thompson, 49th Precinct Com-
munity Council president, said that 
the tow truck issue has fl ared up in the 
precinct over the past two months.

“We are working with DCA so that 
there are limits on (the tow trucks),” 
he said. 

Upon arrival, three uniformed of-
fi cers and a sergeant were confronted 
by Galarza, 49, who allegedly threat-
ened them with an intact glass bot-
tle when they entered his basement 
apartment inside the multi-family, 
2-story house.

Sergeant William Melrose, a 13-
year veteran, discharged his Taser 

Tasered Pelham Bay resident’s death ruled a homicide

RESCUE MAN STANDING ON EXPRESSWAY

BY ROBERT WIRSING
Police saved a man from harming himself on the Cross Bronx Express-

way last week.
According to a NYPD spokesman, 43rd Precinct police responded to 

a call of an emotionally disturbed man standing on the Cross Bronx Ex-
pressway at Westchester Avenue on Thursday, April 6.

Upon arrival, police offi cers found the 32-year-old man standing in 
traffi c.

He proceeded to vault over the median onto the opposite side of the 

From page 1 at Galarza who fell to the fl oor, but 
quickly recovered and continued to 
struggle with offi cers attempting to 
restrain him.

A second Taser jolt was deliv-
ered by Melrose by pressing the de-
vice directly against Galarza’s body, 
an approved NYPD tactic called ‘dry 
stun’.

While in custody, Galarza entered 
cardiac arrest, however police were 

able to administer CPR.
Galarza was rushed to Albert Ein-

stein Hospital where he died at 7:22 
p.m.

According to neighbors and pub-
lished reports, Galarza struggled 
with learning disabilities, a mild 
form of asthma and suffered a stroke 
early last year.

Galarza’s family plans to sue the 
city and the NYPD for $10 million 
for the negligence, carelessness and 
recklessness of the NYPD, sergeant 
Melrose and other NYPD members in 
causing Galarza’s wrongful death.

“Though Galarza had underlying 
health problems, the fact of the mat-
ter is that he died of a heart attack 
caused by being shocked twice with a 
Taser,” expressed Sanford Rubenstein, 
the family’s lawyer.

Rubenstein is claiming that Galarza 
being Tasered twice violated the NYPD 
Patrol Guide.

The NYPD Patrol Guide states in 
cases of mentally ill or emotionally dis-
turbed persons, physical force will only 

be used to the extent necessary to re-
strain the subject until delivered to a 
hospital or detention facility.

It also states Tasers should only be 
used against persons actively resisting, 
exhibiting active aggression or to pre-
vent individuals from injuring them-
selves or others present.

NYS Attorney General Schneider-
man’s Special Investigations and Pros-
ecutions Unit is investigating Galarza’s 
death under the state’s executive order 
granting the AG the authority to prose-
cute cases of unarmed civilians who die 
during confrontations with police.

Galarza’s family await the AG’s de-
termination as to the issue of criminal-
ity regarding his death and has called 
for a grand jury.

Rubenstein said he and the family 
await a full report from the medical 
examiner when asked about the drugs 
found in Galarza’s system.

The NYPD declined to comment due 
to the ongoing litigation.

The police-involved death of Pelham Bay resident Ariel Galarza has been ruled a homicide. 
 Photo courtesy of Facebook
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Offers exclude tax, tags and MV fees. Lessee responsible for maintenance, excessive wear/tear. Lease and finance offers †available with approved credit (Tier 1 FICO score of 740+) through Mazda Capital. 
*With lease or purchase of any new 2017 Mazda vehicle, max amount of $500, dealer must collect excess at signing if amount is over $500. Advertised offers are valid on in-stock inventory and may not be 

available at the time of selection. Vehicles are available on a first come first serve basis. ^Based on Mazda data for 2014-2016 New Car sales. Offers expire 4/30/17

149 EAST MAIN STREET, NEW ROCHELLE, NY 10801 • 914-595-1472
SALES HOURS: MON-THURS 9AM-9PM, FRI-SAT 9AM-6PM, SUNDAY 12PM-5PM   SERVICE HOURS: MON-FRI 8AM-6PM, SAT 8AM-4PM, SUNDAY CLOSED

MazdaofNewRochelle.com

Volume Mazda Dealer in the Bronx and Westchester^
3 YEARS IN A ROW!

ADDITIONAL NEW YORK AUTO SHOW BONUS SAVINGS AVAILABLE

3 DAYSALES 
EVENT

We’ll Make Your First Payment this Weekend Only *

Just a Sample of Our Value-packed Quality Pre-owned Vehicles

2014 Honda
 Accord Coupe EX-L

$16,695
Stk# MU2871A, V6, auto, 

61,415 mi

2012 Jeep 
Grand Cherokee 

Laredo 4x4
$17,395

Stk# MU2865, 4 cyl, auto, 64,467 mi

2014 Mazda 
CX-5 Touring

$18,695
Stk# MU2839, 4 cyl, auto, 

25,468 mi

2013 Toyota 
Avalon

$18,895
Stk# MU2901A, 4 cyl, auto, 

26,975 mi

2014 Mercedes-Benz 
C300 Luxury 4-Matic

$21,895
Stk# MU2929A, 4 cyl, auto, 

30,941 mi

2013 Ford 
Explorer XLT

$22,995
Stk# MU2898A, V6, 43,767 mi

2013 BMW 
X5

$25,495
Stk# MU2794A, 4 cyl, auto, 

52,134 mi

2013 Lexus 
RX350

$26,995
Stk# MU2831A, V6, auto, 

5,617 mi

2014 Dodge 
Dart SXT

$10,795
Stk# MU2928A, 4 cyl, auto, 

44,731 mi

2011 Subaru
Impreza 2.5i Premium

$12,395
Stk# MU2897A, 4 cyl, auto, 

30,565  mi

2015 Chrysler
200 C

$13,695
Stk# MU2858A, 4 cyl, auto, 

44,711 mi

2015 Chevy
Malibu LT w/1LT
$15,695

Stk# MU2886A, 4 cyl, auto, 
17,921 mi

2017
Mazda3 
Sport Sedan

0%

$149
      APR
      Financing 
for up to 63 Months†

LEASE FOR 

OR

/MO.
for
36 mos

Stk #M17-1088, 4DR, 4 cyl., auto, MSRP: $20,030. *$2495 down pymt+ $0 1st mo. 
pymt+$0 sec dep = $2495 due at signing + tax, tags & mv fees. $595 bank fee included in 
lease. Ttl pymts/residual: $5364/$10,816.20. Includes 10K mi/year w/15¢/mile thereafter. 

FINANCE WITH

$2495 due at signing plus 
tax, tags and mv fees

2016.5 Mazda 
CX-5  
Sport AWD $179

      APR
      Financing 
for up to 63 Months†

LEASE FOR 

OR

/MO.
for
36 mos

Stk #M16-2624, 4DR, 4 cyl., auto, MSRP: $25,795. *$2995 down pymt+ $0 1st mo. 
pymt+$0 sec dep = $2995 due at signing + tax, tags & mv fees. $595 bank fee included in 

lease. Ttl pymts/residual: $6,444/$15,219. Includes 10K mi/year w/15¢/mile thereafter.

FINANCE WITH

$2995 due at signing plus 
tax, tags and mv fees

0%g
†

os Sport AWWWDDDDDDDDDDDDDDDDDDDDDDDDDDDDDDDDDDDDDDDDDDDDDDDDDDDDDDDDDDDDDDDDDDDDDDDDDDDDDDDDDDDDD

S k #M16 2624 4DR 4 l MSRP $25 795 *$2995 d

FI

$2

Friday
to Sunday


