
BY PATRICK ROCCHIO
Pelham Parkway’s recent 

Phase 1 reconstruction was not 
paved with gold, or any other 
quality roadway surfacing ma-
terial, according to Community 
Board 11, and it is raising con-
cerns about the contractor that 
was selected to work on the sec-
ond phase. 

The board is up in arms af-
ter learning that the contrac-
tor they believe did the shoddy 
parkway paving job in Phase 

1 won the bid to do Phase 2 as 
well.

That phase involves the re-
habilitation of the north side of 
the parkway from Stillwell Ave-
nue, westbound  to White Plains 
Road.

Tony Vitaliano, CB 11 chair-
man, said that the work that 
contractor CAC Industries com-
pleted on Phase 1 was subpar. 

He and other members do 
not believe that taxpayer funds 

BY ROBERT CHRISTIE
Community Board 9 is push-

ing to have Noble Playground 
renamed after fallen Sgt. Paul 
Tuozzolo.

Tuozzolo was allegedly shot 
and killed in the line of duty near 
the park by 35-year old Manuel 
Rosales on Friday, November 4.

According to CB 9 district 
manager William Rivera, the 
community board had been dis-
cussing ways in which they could 
honor the 4-3 Precinct sergeant 
since November.

In February, CB 9’s Parks 
Committee voted on and ap-
proved a resolution to bring the 
suggestion before the full board.

The entire board is expected 
to vote on the renaming during 
the Thursday, April 20 general 
board meeting.

Jamie Feliberty, head of the 
board’s Parks Committee, said 
Tuozzolo was a very important 
part of the community and he 
will be missed.

In addition, he said renaming 
the park after the fallen sergeant 
would show support for NYPD at 
a time when many police aren’t 
viewed favorably.

“Nowadays police are not re-
ally seen in a positive light,” said 
Feliberty. “We just want to show 
that we as a community are be-
hind the police and particularly 
we really feel for those who have 
lost their lives serving us.”

Feliberty also described why a 
park renaming is a special way to 
honor Tuozzolo.

“We want to remember him in 
a positive way,” Feliberty said. “A 
park is a place people go to have 
fun and enjoy themselves and be 
with family and he was like fam-
ily to us.”

BY ARTHUR CUSANO
A south Bronx nonprofi t 

group is enlisting help to convert 
park land that holds slave burial 
remains into an historical and 
educational resource.

In 2014, teachers and students 
from P.S. 48 in Hunts Point were 
able to determine an area that is 
now Joseph Rodman Drake Park 
was once an Indian and African 
slave burial ground based on a 
photograph from 1910. 

Using maps, census statistics 
and other historical documents, 

they determined over 100 African 
slaves had been buried under the 
current park in the 1800s. 

Scientists from the US Depart-
ment of Agriculture later con-
fi rmed human remains buried in 
that area using imaging radar.

In 2014 Senator Jeff Klein ap-
propiated $180,000 in state fund-
ing to preserve and memorialize 
the graves.  

Jessie Harris is one of the 
area residents who created The 
Organization For The Preser-
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Hunts Point tries to preserve 
1800s burial ground

Soundtrack Of Our Lives

EFFORT TO SAVE
SLAVE GRAVES

CB 9 plans 
Sgt. Tuozzolo 

park 
renaming

St. Raymond Elementary School welcomed the spring season with song 
and dance at its annual Spring Show on Tuesday, April 4 inside the school’s 
auditorium. Under the direction of the school’s choirmaster and music 
teacher Patrick Connolly, grades fi rst through fi fth performed sound-
tracks to some of the most popular movies dating as far back as the 1960s. 
Joli Falcon played her great white shark role enthusiastically. See more 
photos next week.  Photo by Silvio Pacifi co

CB 11 cites parkway 
contractor concerns
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POT of GOLD
Sherbee Antiques is a family-owned business that has been 

serving the tri-state area for over 60 years. 
We buy from the full contents of homes and estates 

to single items. We specialize in high-end goods such as 
antiques, art, fi ne porcelain, lighting, bronzes and sculptures. 

We have particular interest in fi ne jewelry, timepieces, 
diamonds, gold and silver. 

If you call we will come to you, free of charge, and evaluate 
what you are selling. We know the value of your possessions 
and are willing to pay top dollar on the spot. Please feel free 
to call seven days a week for a free same day consultation.

You may be sitting on a large fortune. 
Call Sherbee Antiques. They’ll tell you how much.

CALL TODAY 917-748-7622 OR 718-762-7448 
You’ll be glad you did.

Sherbee  Antiques
Est. 1940

Learn about Immigration 
Policies under the Trump    

Administration 

April 20, 2017 @ 7:30 pm  
Bronx YMCA, 2 Castle Hill Avenue, Bronx NY 10473 

For more information: Selenie Villar,                       
svillar@ymcanyc.org, or (718) 829-1564 Ext.2 

 

Come Discuss: 

�� President Trump’s Executive Orders 

�� Your civil rights with Homeland Security, 
with the Police, and at the Airport  

�� Resources for Hate Crimes & 
Discrimination 

�� Access to Legal Resources

PPartners: 

New York City Police Department 
ID NYC 

Commission on Human Rights 
Borough of Immigration 

Sponsored by : 

The Bronx YMCA                        
New Americans Welcome Center 

& 
Councilwoman                              

Annabel Palma 

BY ROBERT CHRISTIE
Construction is underway at 

the new Tremont Renaissance 
in Mt. Hope.

The 12-story, 256-unit build-
ing will sit on the corner of Web-
ster and E. Tremont Road and 
offer affordable housing in half 
of its units.

The affordable units will rent 
to people making $38,100 annu-
ally and families of three earn-
ing $48,960 annually.

The rest of the units, will 
be open to individuals earning 
$76,200 annually and families of 
three earning $97,920.

Radame Perez, chief operat-
ing officer for the project’s de-
veloper, Mastermind, Ltd, said 
Tremont Renaissance is not 
enabling displacement in the 
Bronx.

“Instead of contributing to 
the forces of gentrification, 
Tremont Renaissance offers a 
great opportunity for low-, mod-
erate-income and upward-bound 
families,” said Perez said.

He added, “The development 
represents an opportunity for 

families to remain in the com-
munity instead of leaving the 
city due to rising housing costs 
and will create about 175 perma-
nent jobs.”

Tremont Renaissance will 
provide its tenants with multi-
ple amenities. 

Families will have access to 
a health and fitness center, a 
children’s play area, and an in-
ternet lounge.

The building will also in-
clude private terraces, several 
landscaped rooftops and a stu-
dio for yoga, Pilates and dance 
instruction.

In addition, the project of-
fers easy access to the Tremont 
Metro-North station, the Trem-
ont Avenue B and D subway 
lines and multiple bus routes in 
the area.

Apart from the housing, 
Tremont Renaissance will fea-
ture 40,000 square feet in retail 
space on the ground floor.

According to Kathy Za-
mechansky, president of KZA 
Realty Group - the leasing agent 
for the retail space, the firm is 

already in talks with several po-
tential tenants.

KZA is in talks with a super-
market, eyeglass store, discount 
store, and a children’s clothing 
retailer, Zamechansky said.

In addition, the agency is  
speaking to a local pharmacy 

and a beauty supplier.
Zamechansky said she was 

not able to provide any specifics 
at this time.

The stores will be slightly dif-
ferent from some of the stores in 
the area, she said, because the 
older retail space is narrow and 

not conducive to today’s larger 
retailers.

Zamechansky added that a 
sit down restaurant is also a 
possibility.

KZA modifies the space to 
conform to the user’s needs.

The NYC Department of 
Housing Preservation and De-
velopment partially funded 
the $117.7 million project be-
cause it met standards for the 
agency’s Mix and Match pro-
gram, the realtor said.

The program provides fund-
ing for projects that offer af-
fordable housing - households 
earning up to 60 percent of the 
Area Median Income - in 50 
percent of its units.

The other fifty percent of 
the units must go to house-
holds earning up to 130 per-
cent of the Area Median In-
come.

According to Gina Watson 
of KZA, construction on the 
Tremont Renaissance is ex-
pected to reach completion in 
2017 and tenants occupancy 
will begin by spring 2018.

Tremont Renaissance to offer housing and retail

Construction is underway at the new Tremont Renaissance on the corner of Web-
ster Avenue and E. Tremont Road. 
 Photo Courtesy of Robert Christie
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AgeWell New York, LLC is a HMO plan with a Medicare contract and a 
Coordination of Benefits Agreement with New York State Department 
of Health. Enrollment in AgeWell New York, LLC depends on contract 
renewal. A sales person will be present with information and appli-
cations. For accommodation of persons with special needs at sales 
meetings call 866-586-8044 and TTY/TDD 800-662-1220. Visit us at 
www.agewellnewyork.com AgeWell New York complies with applicable 
Federal civil rights laws and does not discriminate on the basis of races, 
color, national origin, age, disability, or sex. Age-Well New York cumple 
con las leyes federales de derechos civiles aplicables y no discrimina 
por motivos de raza, color, nacionali-dad, edad, discapacidad o sexo. 

AgeWell New York 遵守適用的聯邦民權法律規定，不因種族、
膚色、民血統、年齡、殘障或性別而歧視任何人 。 ATTENTION: If 
you do not speak English, language assistance services, free of charge, 
are available to you. Call 1-866-586-8044 (TTY: 1-800-662-1220). 
ATENCIÓN: si habla español, tiene a su disposición servicios gratuitos 
de asistencia lingüística. Llame al 1- 866-586-8044 (TTY: 1-800-662-
1220). 注意：如果您使用繁體中文，您可以免費獲得語言援助
服務。請致電  1-866-586-8044 (TTY 1-800-662-1220)
H4922_DA_4002 Accepted 01142017

We’re here for your call.
Toll Free 1.866.586.8044  |  TTY/TDD 1.800.662.1220  |  agewellnewyork.com

MEDICARE ADVANTAGE PLANS SPECIAL ELECTION SEMINARS 

You can enroll in a plan all year round!
Join us for formal presentations with our licensed Senior Benefits Advisors to discuss the benefits of 
AgeWell New York’s Medicare Advantage Plans. 

Attend one of our seminars at a diner in your community and learn about your enrollment options and 
covered benefits including doctor visits, transportation, fitness program, prescription drugs and more.

For more information on dates and times at a diner in your community, please call: 

718-484-5000 (ext. 5251) or events@agewellnewyork.com

QUEENS
Georgia Diner - Elmhurst

Atlantic Diner - S. Richmond Hill

Bel Aire Diner - Astoria

Glendale Diner - Glendale

BROOKYLN
Denny’s Diner - Pennsylvania Avenue

Georges Diner - 5th Avenue

New Apolo  - Myrtle Avenue

BRONX
Corky’s - Grand Concourse

Crow Diner - E. 161st Street

Perista Coffee Shop & Restaurant - W. Kingsbridge Rd

MANHATTAN
Lenox Hill Grill - Lexington Avenue

Kitchen Sink - 2nd Avenue

Gracie Corner Diner - E. 86th Street

��������	
��	��
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vation of the Hunts Point 
Slave Burial Ground Inc., 
which is still in its infancy 
and in desperate need of 
additional funding.

“We on the community 
board wanted to preserve 
this and memorialize it,” 
Harris said. “I thought 
this could be a bonus for 
the Bronx - a part of his-
tory that is not very well 
known. When people think 
of slavery, they think of 
Mississippi or Alabama or 
parts of the south. They 
never think about slavery 
in New York.” 

Harris, a member of 
Community Board 2, said 
the group’s main goal was 
to create a facility at the 
site where historical lec-
tures could be conducted.  

While a structure at the 
site would be ideal, Harris 
said even a few shipping 
containers could be refur-
bished and confi gured to 
meet their needs.

He said he hoped to 
eventually get interns from 
local colleges and maybe 

the students from P.S. 48 
who fi rst made the discov-
ery to create an archeology 
mentoring program.  

“One of my thoughts 
is that one of the things 
we lack in many of our 
minority communities is 
children interested in sci-
ence,” Harris said. “Arche-
ology would keep young 
people interested in their 
education.”

Klein’s funding for capi-
tal improvements is being 
held by the NYC Depart-
ment of Parks and Recre-
ation. 

Harris said he hoped 
to see at least some of that 
funding go towards build-
ing and improving the 
park and designing the lec-
ture area. 

He said elected offi cials 
like Klein and Councilman 
Rafael Salamanca have ad-
vocated for additional gov-
ernment funding.

“Politicians have been 
supportive, but we haven’t 
seen the money,” he said.

Salamanca’s spokes-
man, Ryan Monell, said 

the organization did not 
meet all the prerequisites 
to receive city funding this 
year, but that the offi ce 
would work with them on 
funding in the future.

“We certainly want 
to help them do the work 
they’re trying to do there,” 
he said. 

CB 2 chairman Dr. Ian 
Amritt said the project 
will need another $3 to 5 
million to make the project 
a reality.

“It requires an architect 
to develop a plan so we can 
present it to the board of 
the Parks Department for 
them to act upon,” Amritt 
said. “They are the conduit 
for any government funds 
given to the organization.” 

Once funding is ac-
quired, Amritt hopes to 
see the site identifi ed as an 
historic site so they can get 
endowments from the fed-
eral government.

Donations can be mailed 
to African Slave Burial 
Ground Incorporated, 830 
Southern Boulevard, 4th 
fl oor Bronx, N.Y.  10459.

“As parents we nurture 
and look out for our chil-
dren,” he continued. “He 
nurtured us in his own 
way by doing his job as a 
police offi cer.”

Councilwoman Anna-
bel Palma showed support 
for the CB 9 proposal.

“I’m receptive to the 
Sgt. Tuozzolo’s family, and 
the 43rd Precinct’s desire 
to commemorate his life as 
a fi rst-responder, contrib-
uting to the safety and via-
bility of the 18th district,” 
she said in a statement. 
“Sgt. Tuozzolo was a per-
son that also appreciated 
nature, more specifi cally 
he was a big fan of the local 
parks; if CB 9’s initiative is 
in line--both in spirit and 
effect--with what the com-
munity wants, then I shall 
fully support them.”

Tuozzolo was one of 
many NYPD members who 

responded to a 911 call at 
2:45 p.m. that a male with 
a gun had broken into an 
apartment on Beach Av-
enue near the Cross Bronx 
Expressway.

A few minutes later, 
reports came that Rosales 
was seen fl eeing the scene 
in a red Jeep.

At 2:53 pm, a marked 
police car spotted the Jeep 
and offi cers approached 
the vehicle.

Rosales began fi ring at 
the offi cers with a hand-
gun which lead to the fate-
ful shootout. 

Rosales was pro-
nounced dead at the scene 
while Tuozzolo and Sgt. 
Emmanuel Kwo were 
transported to Jacobi Hos-
pital.

Tuozzolo was pro-
nounced deceased at the 
hospital after suffering 
a gunshot wound to the 
head.

Kwo, who was shot in 
the leg, was in stable con-
dition.

Rivera said the commu-
nity board hopes to also 
get Noble Avenue renamed 
after Tuozzolo as well. 

The community board 
will also vote on the street 
renaming during the April 
20 meeting.

According to a repre-
sentative from the NYC 
Parks Department, stan-
dard procedure dictates a 
person must be deceased 
for fi ve years before a 
park can be renamed after 
them.

However, Rivera said 
CB 9 will petition Parks 
Department to move up 
that time table.

He also said CB 9 plans 
to get support from the 
community, local elected 
offi cials and the 43rd Pre-
cinct to push for the re-
naming.
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CB 9 plans Sgt. Tuozzolo park renaming

Community Board 9 is pushing to have Noble Playground renamed after fallen Sgt. Paul Tuozzolo.
 Photo Courtesy of Robert Christie

Effort to save slave graves; Hunts Point 
tries to preserve 1800s burial ground

A south Bronx nonprofi t is working to preserve slave remains buried beneath Drake Park in Hunts 
Point in hopes of creating an educational center. Arthur Cusano
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Over 150 people made Our Lady of the Assumption School’s Gym Res-
toration Family Basketball Night a real ‘slam dunk’ on Saturday, April 1. 
The fun-fi lled evening consisted of six games comprised of different age 
groups with the fi nal two matches including parents and OLA staff com-
peting against older children. Approximately $2,400 was raised and will 
go directly toward restoring the Pelham Bay-based elementary school’s 
gymnasium.  

OLA Gym OLA Gym 
Restoration Family Restoration Family 

Basketball NightBasketball Night

Young OLA basketball players were excited to compete in Saturday’s game. Photo by Fernando Justiniano

(l-r) John Paul Barnaba, OLA principal; Elisa Petro and Catherine 
Mancusi recorded how many funds were raised for the school’s gym 
restoration as the night progressed. Photo by Fernando Justiniano

OLA fathers lent their support and cheered their children on from the 
sidelines. 
 Photo by Fernando Justiniano

OLA basketball players proudly 
displayed their medals after their 
victory. Photo by Fernando Justiniano

(l-r) Volunteer referees Dylan 
Piedra, Samantha Justiniano 
and Tiffany Rondon made sure 
the games ran smoothly. 
 Photo by Fernando Justiniano
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Police seek suspect in 
Cruger Ave. senior assualt

Video capture of a woman wanted for questioning by police in the assault of a 71-year-old Pelham 
Parkway woman last month. Photo courtesy of NYPD

BY PATRICK ROCCHIO
There is a new borough 

transportation commis-
sioner, with strong ties 
to local communities, in 
town.

Nivardo Lopez recently 
was named to replace Con-
stance Moran, longtime 
NYC Department of Trans-
portation Bronx commis-
sioner who retired in 2016, 
after serving two months 
as acting commissioner. 

He offi cially became 
borough commissioner at 
the end of January after a 
candidate search. 

Lopez plans include ad-
vancing several major capi-
tal projects already in the 
pipeline and working with 
Bronx neighborhoods to 
implement citywide initia-
tives, such as Vision Zero, 
he said.

He was the deputy bor-
ough DOT commissioner 
for a year and half, served 
as the borough director 
of the mayor’s Commu-
nity Affairs Unit and was 
a staffer for Councilman 
James Vacca. 

Lopez grew up in Kings-
bridge, and attended lo-
cal schools: Visitation and 
Fordham Preparatory 
School. He has lived in the 
borough his whole life, he 
said. 

“The borough is my 
home, I care very deeply 
about it and the idea of 
playing an infl uential role 
in the helping the Bronx 
with its transportation pri-
orities really appealed to 
me,” said Lopez of his new 
position. 

Lopez comes to the job 
with a great deal of knowl-
edge about the borough’s 
communities, as well as 
experience working with 
transportation issues, he 
said. 

His experience includes 
looking at transportation 
policy from constituent, 
legislative, administrative 
and operational levels. 

“In some ways, I have 
seen transportation policy 
at almost every level,” said 
Lopez. 

He plans on focusing 
on continuing work on a 
number of ongoing capital 
improvements, including 

Grand Concourse and Pel-
ham Parkway reconstruc-
tions and the new City Is-
land Bridge, he said. 

He is also going to be 
in the borough at the start 
of two bridge projects that 
have not yet begun: the 
rebuild of the Unionport 
Bridge and raising the grade 
of the bridge structure that 
carries Westchester Avenue 
traffi c over the Hutchinson 
River Parkway. 

“I am really focused on 
making the streets safer, 
making DOT’s infrastruc-
ture even more reliable, 
being responsive to com-
munity concerns, and work-
ing with communities to 
develop solutions to local 
problem,” 

He understands that the 
borough offi ce is the “face of 
the agency,” and he intends 
to engage with the commu-
nity, whether through the  
community boards, associa-

tions or elected offi cials. 
He said he has tried his 

best to get out there and 
meet more people in his ten-
ure as the borough commis-
sioner. 

Moran, who served as 
Bronx commissioner from 
2001 to 2003 and then again 
from 2006 to 2016, left some 
big shoes to fi ll, said Lopez. 

“Connie was borough 
commissioner for a very 
long time,” said Lopez.

Vacca said that Lopez 
was so helpful on trans-
portation issues that when 
the councilman was made 
chairman of the NYC City 
Council’s Transportation 
Committee, Lopez became 
the analyst for committee. 

“I think (NYC DOT com-
missioner) Polly Trotten-
berg, has made an excellent 
choice,” said Vacca. “He is 
thoughtful, analytical and 
knows how to work with 
community groups.” 

Nivardo Lopez new 
Bronx DOT commish

Nivardo Lopez, a former staffer to Councilman James Vacca, has 
been named the Bronx’s DOT borough commissioner. He replaces 
Constance Moran, who retired. 
 Photo courtesy of NYC DOT

BY ARTHUR CUSANO
Police are searching for 

a woman who assaulted and 
robbed a 71-year-old resident 
in her Pelham Parkway co-
op apartment building.

The assault occurred Sat-
urday, March 25 at around 
7:30 a.m. when an unknown 
woman followed the ten-
ant into the building at 2215 
Cruger Avenue and entered 
the elevator with the her. 

The assailant struck the 
victim in the stomach and 
snatched the victim’s purse 
before she fl ed the scene.

Footage captured by a 
security camera outside the 
building shows the suspect 
hastily leaving the building 
with the victim’s purse in 
hand.  

The suspect is described 
as an overweight Hispanic 
woman, approximately 5’9 
tall and 190 pounds, with 
long braided hair. 

She was last seen wear-
ing a brown jacket and 
brown pants. 

The victim has asked to 
remain anonymous.

The assault may be tied 
to a group of squatters who 
have made the building 
their on and off home, stated 
a longtime resident who 
asked to remain anonymous 
out of fear of retribution.

It all started a few months 
back when a tenant passed 
away, leaving the apart-
ment on the second fl oor to 

a young relative. 
The apartment soon be-

came the center of rowdy 
behavior and drug use, he 
claims. 

“They started hanging 
out in the apartment and 
hanging out in the street 
and throwing parties.” the 
resident said.

 Building manager 
Joshua Franael confi rmed 
that the squatters are from 
the privately owned co-op 
apartment and had become a 
problem in the building, but 
said the management was 
doing everything it could to 
evict them.

“We have been to court 
and we are waiting on the 
eviction, but unfortunately 
the court system, despite the 
fact that I’ve begged them, 
they’re taking their sweet 
time,” he said. “We told the 
judge, please put a move on 
it, You’re jeopardizing the 
other 167 apartments in the 
building.”

The resident said he be-
lieves one of those people 
was the person who mugged 
his elderly neighbor.

The resident also said re-
quests by residents to install 
security cameras on each 
fl oor have not been imple-
mented.

“If it comes out to an ex-
tra $50 a month, everyone is 
willing to do that for safety  
reasons,” they said.

Franal said that cameras 

are installed thoughout the 
building, and that the video 
that captured the suspect 
was from one of their cam-
eras.

 Pelham Parkway Neigh-
borhood Association presi-
dent Andrea Seigel said she 
knew the victim well, and 
had not heard other com-
plaints about the building 
from her prior to the as-
sault. 

She said she was un-
aware of any other assaults 
or quality if life issues in the 
building or in that area.

Forty-ninth Precinct po-
lice offi cer Lepore said that 
the victim suffered facial 
bruising in the attack, and 
said an investigation into 
the incident was ongoing. 

He said he was unaware 
of any other incidents in the 
building, or the group alleg-
edly loitering in the build-
ing.      

Built in 1954, the build-
ing offers both rental and 
co-op apartments. 

The mortgage to the 
property was acquired 
in 2013 by 2215-75 Cruger 
Apartments Inc. of Brook-
lyn and New York Commu-
nity Bank, while the deed 
dates back to 1989 and is 
held by Daejan Ltd. of Man-
hattan and 2215-75 Cruger 
Apt. Inc. 

The building is man-
aged by Residential Man-
agement Inc. of Brooklyn.
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BY STEVEN GOODSTEIN
Why wait until #Throwback-

Thursday when there are now 
Nostalgia Wednesdays.

CASA Restaurant & Lounge, 
located at 3607 E. Tremont Av-
enue, has started hosting Nostal-
gia Wednesdays to cater to 1970 to 
2000 music crowd.

From 6 to 11 p.m., CASA will 
spin throwback music, feature 
movies and even commercials 
from that same period to create 
an atmosphere of nostalgia, when 
fi lms and tunes weren’t as acces-
sible as they are today.

Music genres on Nostalgia 
Wednesdays include funk/soul 
and classic rock from the 70s, 
new wave and freestyle from the 
80s, alternative rock and grunge 
from the 80s and 90s and hip hop, 
house and R&B from the 90s/early 
2000s.

The restaurant will also play 
classic movies including the 1979 
action thriller The Warriors and 
the 1987 romantic dance drama 
Dirty Dancing. Since music will 
be playing simultaneously, the 

movies will be muted.
CASA will also show vintage 

commercials from the same time 
period, including the classic 
slinky commercials from the 60s, 
70s and 80s.

“In my opinion, the further 
back you go, the more valuable 

music becomes - because it will 
never be made the same again,” 
said Rick Quintana, also known 
by his DJ moniker, DJ Menyu, who 
has been DJing since age ten. “The 
goal of this event was to stand out 
from all of the other bars on East 
Tremont Avenue by hosting some-

thing original. We believe that 
this event will be unique enough 
to attract customers and spe-
cial enough to keep going every 
Wednesday night.”

Quintana said that he along 
with CASA have promoted the 
weekly event through social me-
dia, and also plan to host live mu-
sic in the coming months.

DJ Menyu, a south Bronx-born 
DJ who is also a producer, beat-
boxer, poet and vocalist, has 27 
years of experience as a DJ and 
has played numerous venues in 
the Bronx and Manhattan, in-
cluding Webster Hall, Santo’s 
Party House, L(e) Poisson Rouge, 
Carroll Place and Public House, 
among others.

‘The Iron Chef Mixologist’ 
also formed the Spoken Word Po-
etry Club at Cardinal Spellman 
High School, where he has been a 
teacher for the last 20 years. The 
club has been around for a dozen 
years.

What he loves about spinning 
tunes on turntables is the ability 
to blend and mix music from two 

completely difference genres, such 
as hip hop and disco.

“DJ Menyu and I have had good 
conservations about this event - 
and we wanted to create a feel good 
environment for our customers in 
a retro setting,” said Sammy Bel-
tron, owner of CASA. “This event 
is a way for all generations to keep 
in touch with the music that helped 
them become who they are today.”

Beltron, also born and raised 
in the south Bronx, originally met 
Menyu at a CASA poetry night 
four years ago, and discovered 
that Menyu was Sammy’s daugh-
ter’s teacher at Cardinal Spell-
man.

“He (Menyu) has a real ap-
preciation for the heritage of the 
Bronx, and that is one of the fac-
tors which makes him so knowl-
edgable with and successful at 
what he does,” Beltron added.

For more information on CASA 
and their Nostalgia Wednesdays, 
follow them on Instagram @cas-
abx. For more information on DJ 
Menyu, follow him on IG @djme-
nyu.

CASA Lounge introduces ‘Nostalgia Wednesdays’

CASA’s fl yer for ’Nostalgia Wednesdays’. Photo courtesy of CASA

BY ROBERT CHRISTIE
Chris Astacio, head coach of 

the Jordan L. Mott Lady Tigers 
softball team, was recently pre-
sented a check from Walmart for 
$20,000 for his commitment to his 
players at the Morrisania middle 
school.

He received the check from El-
len Degeneres, a partner in com-
munity service with Walmart, 
during the March 20th episode of 
the Ellen Show.

Astacio, a Physical Education 
teacher at the school and a can-
cer survivor, started the program 
in 2013 to create a sense of com-
munity among troubled pre-teen 
girls.

During the Ellen show, Astacio 
and three of his star players - Bry-
ana Francisco, Kylie Montalvo, 
and Carolyn Rosario - sat across 
from the host as she praised him 
for his work.

“What you are doing is so 
important because these girls 
are telling us what they’re lives 
would have been like without 
you,” Degeneres told Astacio dur-
ing the segment.

For Astacio, the appearance 
on the daytime talk show exhibits 
just how far the softball program 
has come.

Astacio joined J.H.S. 22 as a 

P.E. teacher in 2013 and imme-
diately noticed the school had its 
share of fi ghts, especially among 
the female population.

Astacio, who played baseball 
at John F. Kennedy High School, 
decided a softball team might be 
an easy answer to the school’s 
problem.

“I was mistaken,” he said with 
a laugh.

During the 2013-2014 school 
year, only seven girls stepped up 
to join the team.

To make matters worse, some 
of the girls didn’t even like each 
other and the team had no real 
equipment.

“All we had was a cracked 
wiffl e ball bat and a few plastic 
balls,” said Astacio.

After going into his own 
pocket to buy some more equip-
ment, he was able to convince a 
few more girls to join.

He said the team dealt with 
a lot of dysfunction for the fi rst 
seven months, losing all but one 
of the ten games they played.

For the 2014-2015 school year, 
Astacio was much more pre-
pared.

During the previous school 
year, he had enlisted  a fundrais-
ing website called donorchoose.
org to outfi t the team. 

By the second year, he raised 
enough money through the site to 
fully equip the team.

In addition, the team roster 
had grown to 20 girls and he was 
able to keep all of them.

That year they went unde-
feated for most of the season, los-
ing only their last two games.

Unfortunately for Astacio, 
while things were going well on 
the fi eld, he was suffering off the 

fi eld.
Doctors found cancer cells in 

his stomach during the 2014-2015 
school year.

He eventually had to share his 
diagnosis with the  team.

“That was the hardest day of 
my life,” said Astacio, who had 
become like a father to many of 
the girls.

According to the coach, many 
of his players had fathers with 
whom they were not close to or 
who had passed away.

Many of the girls told him he 
couldn’t die because he was the 
only father they had, he recoun-
tered.

Thankfully, in June 2015, 
Astacio received good news  that 
the tests revealed he was cancer 
free.

Now things are full speed 
ahead for the Lady Tigers.

Astacio said this year, he had 
60 girls try out for the team.

“I felt so confl icted,” he said. 
“I wanted to keep everyone but I 
couldn’t.”

The softball coach plans to 
give the entire $20,000 to the Lady 
Tigers program.

“I knew as soon as Ellen 
handed me that big check that 
day, it was meant for my daugh-
ters in softball,” he said.

Softball coach recieves $20,000 on Ellen Show

Jordan L. Mott Lady Tigers head softball coach Christopher Astacio 
 Photo Courtesy of Chris Astacio



B
R

O
N

X
 W

E
E

K
L

Y
  A

p
r

il
 9

, 2
0

1
7

   
  8

w
w

w
.B

X
T

im
e

s
.c

o
m

BY PATRICK ROCCHIO
Community leaders in the 45th 

Precinct are continuing their dia-
logue with NYPD on sound issues 
as the agency gears up to renovate 
its fi ring range. 

The 45th Precinct Community 
Council hosted another meeting 
recently with NYPD brass, includ-
ing a director of NYPD capital con-
struction, to continue discussing 
the community’s two decade quest 
for sound reductions at the Rod-
man’s Neck training range, accord-
ing to attendees. 

The precinct council hosted the 
meeting on Wednesday, March 15 at 
Community Board 10’s offi ce, said 
Bob Bieder, council president, with 
further meetings to be scheduled.  

The council president said the 
meeting was a productive follow up 
to an earlier one that took place in 
October 2016. 

“One of the things (NYPD) 
agreed to do is meet quarterly,” 
said Bieder, adding that he pressed 
NYPD offi cials present for informa-
tion about how often the range is 
used by state and federal agencies 
for training. 

“You have state and federal agen-

cies that are using this facility and 
we feel that they should be kicking 
in as well,” he said, with a ballpark 
estimate given by NYPD at meeting 
of about fi ve percent use by agencies 
outside the city. 

The precinct council president 
said he told NYPD offi cials that the 
range does not meet established 
noise limitations. 

“I want them to be in the accor-
dance and conformance with city, 

state and federal noise regulations,” 
said Bieder. 

The $275 million for the project 
to rebuild the fi ring range and tac-
tical training facility at Rodman’s 
Neck is expected to be placed in the 
city’s 10-year capital plan shortly af-
ter being made a priority by Mayor 
de Blasio. 

The community still does not 
know how much of the total budget 
would be used for sound remedia-

tion, said Bieder, though it is to be a 
part of the project. 

After the September 2001 ter-
rorist attacks, louder and more so-
phisticated weapons were used for 
training at the range, said Bieder, 
increasing noise for affected com-
munities like City Island, Country 
Club and Spencer Estate. 

Barbara Dolensek, City Island 
Civic Association vice-president, 
who attended the meeting, said 

that she learned at the meeting 
that the selection of a contractor 
is at least two years away, with the 
rebuilding of new infrastructure 
expected to occur over  a number 
of years.  

“It is just a long way off, which 
is the problem,” she said.  

Dolensek said that NYPD of-
fi cials told attendees that they 
couldn’t fully enclose the range 
because of the high cost, but also 
because police offi cials want some 
weather to simulate real-life con-
ditions law enforcement person-

nel face. 
However, Dolensek said that the 

NYPD presentation did contain 
specifi cs as to some types of sound 
baffl ing that could be used at Rod-
man’s Neck. 

Another attendee, John Doyle, 
45th Precinct Community Council 
board member, said that the NYPD 
offi cials said that part of the sound 
remediation might include ‘block 
walls’ that would surround the 
range area. 

He also said that offi cials did 
not seem ready to quantify how 
much of a noise reduction affected 
communities would experience. 

Rodman’s Neck rehab is a long way off

(l-r) Bob Bieder, 45th Precinct Community Council president; Annie Boller, 45th Precinct Community Council board member; 
Captain Carlos Ghonz, the precinct’s commanding offi cer; John Doyle, 45th Precinct Community Council board member and 
Barbara Dolensek of the City Island Civic Association at the meeting to discuss the range with NYPD offi cials at Community 
Board 10’s offi ce on Wednesday, March 15. Photo courtesy of John Doyle

BY ARTHUR CUSANO
A nightclub in Mott Haven has 

been shut down by the police and 
the New York State Liquor Author-
ity following a violent incident in 
January that garnered the hall a 
slew of violations.

The Casa Blanca, located at 340 
Walton Avenue, is located in an 
industrial area next to a U-Haul 
truck rental facility, just around 
the corner from Hostos Commu-
nity College. 

City offi cials said a 400-guest 
club, that has only been open for a 
short time and drew little attention, 
was the scene of total mayhem on 
the evening of  Saturday, January 
21. 

“Police responded to a report of 
an assault in progress, and when 
they arrived they encountered 
chaos,” Division of Alcohol bev-
erage Control associate counsel 
Margarita Marsico told SLA board 
members during a Wednesday, 
March 29 emergency hearing.

Several dozen people, mostly 
minors, were mulling around out-
side of the club when police of-
fi cers, heard a gunshot about 60 
yards away from the club, the SLA 
counsel confi rmed. 

Four people were stabbed in 

the melee outside, while a bottle-
throwing incident that had alleg-
edly occurred inside left four more 
victims in need of medical atten-
tion, she added.

A 16-year old had been arrested 
outside for disorderly conduct, and 
the teens found outside are believed 
to have been drinking in the estab-
lishment, according to the SLA.

The club’s owners never ap-
peared for an interview with police 

on Friday, March 24. 
During a subsequent party the 

SLA and the 40th Precinct  vice 
squad investigators carried out an 
unannounced joint inspection of 
the premises, leading to 24 police 
summonses and four SLA viola-
tions. 

Summonses were issued for 
fi reworks being stored on the prem-
ises, a lack of emergency lighting 
and snow piles blocking an emer-

gency exit stairway, Marsico said. 
The SLA violations included no 

liquor license posted, the posted 
caterer’s permit was found to be in-
valid, the owners could not provide 
proof of  workmen’s compensation 
insurance and the  club lacked se-
curity guards, the SLA claims.

“The SLA has basically zero 
confi dence that this place is be-
ing adequately supervised and 
we have no idea who’s operating 

it,” Marisco told board members 
before they voted to suspend the 
club’s liquor license. 

The club is scheduled to appear 
before the board again Wednes-
day, April 12.

Calls to the phone number 
listed for the club went unan-
swered, and the voicemail box 
was full.

The business is registered 
to a Juana Peralta who told the 
SLA she manages the establish-
ment, along with her husband. 

Peralta submitted a ‘not 
guilty’ plea by mail but has not 
responded to further SLA inqui-
ries, Marisco said.

A female patron walked out 
of the club with an employee’s 
pocketbook on Sunday, January 
8, just after midnight, according 
to published reports. 

Security footage captured 
the incident, which was shared 
with TV news outlets in hopes of 
catching the culprit.

Calls to the 40th Precinct, 
40th Precinct Community Coun-
cil president Gabriel De Jesus 
and  Councilwoman Melissa 
Mark-Viverito, who represents 
the area, for comment, were not 
returned. 

SLA shuts Mott Haven club amid safety concerns

The Casa Blanca club on Walton Avenue has been closed by city and state offi cials following a violent incident in January.
 Arthur Cusano
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BY ARTHUR CUSANO
It was the day hundreds of 

Bronx teachers, students and their 
parents had been dreading, and it 
went exactly as they feared.

The NYC Panel for Education 
Policy voted Wednesday, March 
22, to close fi ve of the city’s re-
newal schools including three in 
the Bronx: Leadership Institute 
in Claremont Village, JHS 145 Ar-
turo Toscanini in Belmont and 
Monroe Academy for Visual Arts 
and Design in Soundview.

The panel, which consists of 13 
members and schools chancellor 
Carmela Farina, made the deci-
sion based on the schools’ failure 
to meet benchmarks in categories 
such as enrollment, graduation 
rates and test scores in targeting 
the three schools. 

The struggling schools were 
given Renewal School status three 
years ago in an effort to turn them 
around, but staff and parents al-
leged the schools never got the ex-
tra funding and resources prom-
ised by the city to help them in the 
effort.

The vote comes just days af-
ter NYC Public Advocate Latisha 

James called for a halt to plans to 
shutter the fi ve schools. 

James echoed criticism by 
teachers and parents that the ed-
ucation department had failed to 
deliver on promises like smaller 
class sizes and bilingual teachers 
for ESL students.

Teachers Pete Donohue and 
Craig Moss of JHS. 145 had been 
particularly outspoken about the 
decision, and held a rally with stu-
dents and parents last month to 
save the school. 

They could not be reached for 
comment following the vote. 

Students and parents at Lead-
ership Institute had also held a 
rally at their school earlier this 
year.

“This is despite DOE offi cials’ 
repeated promises to reduce class 
sizes at the Renewal Schools and 
the signing of a consent decree 
with the NYS Education Depart-
ment in 2014 to provide bilingual 
services to students who require 
them,” James stated. “The student 
population at JHS 145 is composed 
of 41 percent English Language 
Learners, and yet the DOE con-
tinues to send new ELL students 

to the school as recently as last 
week, according to teachers at the 
school.”

James was especially critical 
of the proposal to close JHS 145, 
alleging the school is a zoned mid-

dle school and should not be closed 
without a vote of the Community 
Education Council in District 9. 

That vote has not occurred, she 
claimed. 

The DOE has insisted it does 

not need the council’s permis-
sion. 

In a letter to Farina, James 
said state education law states 
that local councils must approve 
any changes in school zoning 
lines, and elimination of a zoned 
school is a change in zoning 
lines.

The decision to close the 
schools also drew criticism from 
Assemblywoman Latoya Joyner 
and Councilwoman Vanessa Gib-
son, who issued a joint statement 
on Friday, March 24 expressing 
their disappointment. 

“As representatives of the com-
munity, we are profoundly disap-
pointed to see this educational 
institution closing after serving 
our families and our children for 
more than 50 years, the women 
stated. “This decision comes de-
spite the outcry of parents, the 
school community, and most im-
portantly, our children.”

The DOE has insisted it will 
work closely with families of stu-
dents from the closing and con-
tracting schools to fi nd a higher-
performing school that meets 
their needs.  

3 Bronx renewal schools to close following vote

Students at M.S. 145 in Morrisania protest the planned closing of their school at 
a rally last month. The school is among three in the Bronx set to close at the end 
of the current school year. 
 Community News Group/Arthur Cusano

BY ROBERT CHRISTIE
The Metropolitan Transit Au-

thority may fi nally be addressing 
an area of concern for many Pel-
ham Bay residents.

MTA workers were seen on 
Tuesday,  April 4 at the corner of 
Westchester Avenue and Wilkin-
son Avenue, tidying up the old sig-
nal tower next to the downtown IRT 
6 Pelham Bay Park el.

For years, Pelham Bay pedestri-
ans and business owners have com-
plained about the debris - which 
includes large metal nail spikes 
- that falls on the sidewalk from 
the deteriorating tower during bad 
weather.

According to Michele Torrioni, 
a member of the Pelham Bay Tax-
payers, the Pelham Bay community 
notifi ed Senator Jeff Klein about 
the issue as early as 2010.

Klein then wrote a letter to then 
MTA chairman Jay Walder about 
the problem requesting some sort of 
help with the issue.

According to the letter, Klein 
asked that the signal house be de-
molished as soon as possible.

“Nearly seven years later the 
safety threats remain as the aban-
doned signal house still sits in de-

spair,” Klein said in a statement to 
the Bronx Times. “Before somebody 
gets seriously injured, I urge the 
MTA to either stabilize or outright 
remove the dilapidated structure.”

“It’s been quite a while since 
they said they were going to do 
something about it,” Torrioni said 
in reference to the MTA.

Torrioni questioned what took 
so long for the MTA to make a move 
but couldn’t fathom a reason that 
the signal house was still there.

“They should have maintained 
it or done something with it,” she 

said.
“If they’re starting to do some-

thing about it that’s awesome - that’s 
great news,” said Torrioni.

She continued, “To be honest, if 
it’s not being used for any reason I 
don’t know why they wouldn’t take 
it down at this point.”

She said people commonly walk 
near the signal tower when they 
head to Key Foods supermarket or 
Balsamo Funeral Home.   

The MTA told the Bronx Times 
it was fi nally ready to dismantle the 
unused structure..

“There is a standing contract to 
remove the tower that was to begin 
in June,” said an MTA spokesper-
son. “We are looking to move that 

date up.  In the meantime, infra-
structure personnel are working 
to remove any loose debris from the 
area.”

MTA to address rotting IRT 6 train signal house 

An MTA vehicle sits under an old signal tower near the No. 6 subway line at the 
corner of Westchester Avenue and Wilkinson Avenue to catch debris that might 
fall on the street. Photo Courtesy of Robert Christie

The old signal tower. Photo Courtesy of Robert Christie





should be used to fi nance an-
other city contract performed 
by the same company, he said. 

“Nobody is happy about 
this,” said Vitaliano about 
CAC’s selection for Phase 2. 
“They did shabby work, and the 
Department of Design and Con-
struction knew it.” 

Vitaliano pointed out that 
the asphalt paving on the east-
bound Pelham Parkway south 
side cracked shortly after the 
competition of the Phase 1 re-
construction. 

The roadway problem was 
evident six weeks following the 
completion of Phase 1, said John 
Fratta, CB 11’s project liaison. 

It was so bad, said Fratta, 
that Councilman James Vacca 
intervened after the work re-
ceived negative media coverage 
and got DDC to agree to include 
the repaving of the two south-
ern Pelham Parkway roadways 
that were rebuilt in Phase 1 into 

the Phase 2 contract.  
“My thing is if a contractor 

does a lousy job in part A of a 
job, and you have to award a 
contract anyway for the north 
side, why go with the (contrac-
tor) who did the lousy job in the 
fi rst place,” said Fratta, adding 
of Phase 1: “In my opinion, the 
roadway was substandard.” 

Pelham Parkway’s Phase 
1 Reconstruction, which had 
been anticipated along with 
Phase 2 for three decades, cost 
tens of millions of dollars in 
taxpayer funds, said Fratta.  

“We would like the contract 
to be voided,” said Fratta of 
CAC’s new contract, adding 
that they have reached out to 
Comptroller Scott Stringer’s 
offi ce and asked him to exam-
ine the issue. 

Vacca said he would like to 
hear the city’s explanation as 
to why they selected CAC In-
dustries to work on Phase 2. 

 Michael Capasso, CAC In-

dustries president, said he 
works with community boards 
all over the city and was not 
aware of any issues with the 
project in terms of quality. 

He said the culture of his 
company is to work with the 
community, so if the board has 
concerns, he would be happy 
to meet and speak with them. 

A DDC spokesman stated 
that the agency is confi dent in 
the contractor’s ability to com-
plete Phase 2 successfully. 

“All proper procurement 
rules were followed in award-
ing this contract,” stated 
DDC’s spokesman. “CAC was 
the second lowest out of seven 
bidders, however the lowest 
bidder subsequently withdrew 
its bid.”

A spokeswoman from 
Stringer’s offi ce confi rmed 
that they have been in contact 
with members of CB 11 and 
will review the contract when 
it comes to their offi ce. 
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from Page 1

Community Board 11 cites Pelham Parkway contractor concerns

Community Board 11 is concerned about the contractor selected to rebuild Pel-
ham Parkway’s two westbound roadways. Community News Group / Patrick Rocchio

BY STEVEN GOODSTEIN
What do Puerto Rico, New Or-

leans and the Bronx all have in 
common? Bomba!

On Saturday, March 19, south 
Bronx-based Bombazo Dance Com-
pany was featured in the 2017 Congo 
Square Rhythms Festival, an an-
nual festival held in New Orleans 
which celebrates culture, heritage 
and tradition through dance and 
music.

At the festival, company mem-
bers performed a drum and dance 
circle based on Bomba, a tradi-
tional musical style of Puerto Rico 
which involves drummers, dancers 
and singers and incorporates the is-
land’s African, Spanish and native 
(Taino) cultures.

The drum and dance circle, 
more specifi cally, was a presenta-
tion of traditional Afro Puerto Ri-
can Bomba. The performance also 
made connections to Bamboula, a 
similar genre which was popular in 
Congo Square.

This was the second time Bom-
bazo Dance Company participated 
in the event, after the organization 
was featured in the festival in 2014.

The word ‘Bombazo’ is defi ned 
as a community gathering together 
to create a ‘Bomba jam’ which cele-
brates life through dance, song and 
rhythm.

“This is a great opportunity 
for those in the borough who want 
to learn about Afro-Rican culture 

through performance in a non-
competitive environment,” said 
Concepcion, who founded the non-
for-profi t dance company in 2008 
and holds Bachelor’s degrees in 
Dance, Biology and Chemistry, as 
well as a Master’s degree in Dance 
from NYU. She is also the organi-
zation’s artistic director. “I want to 
continue sharing this knowledge 
and making these lessons on cul-
ture and heritage accessible to the 
Bronx - because I am very proud of 
who I am and where I came from.”

Concepcion was born in Ponce, 
Puerto Rico and moved to the 
Bronx when she was 17, where 
she has lived ever since. Her fa-
ther, William L. Tucker, was born 
and raised in New Orleans before 
serving in the military as a cap-
tain in Puerto Rico, which has also 
brought Milteri full circle with her 
dance company.

“There are a lot of deep roots 
here - for both my company and I,” 
she added, referring to the history 
of Bomba in New Orleans. “It is im-
portant that we continue to appre-
ciate this part of history while we 
teach these rhythms to new, upcom-
ing generations.”

Aside from being the company’s 
founder, she is also a Bomba mas-
ter dancer, educator, scholar and 
award-winning choreographer.

This past winter, Milteri also 
provided Bomba dance workshops 
to the Ashe Cultural  Arts Center 

and dance students from Tulane 
University. She has also performed 
and/or showcased her work at Pre-
gones Theater, Lehman Center for 
the Performing Arts, among other 
venues.

The reception from the festi-
val was so strong, Bombazo Dance 
Company was invited to come back 
to Louisiana for another celebratory 
event in the summer at the Whitney 
Platation in Edgard.

The company’s free drum and 
dance workshops begin on Satur-
day, April 8, with an African drum 
class at 10 a.m., a Bomba drum class 
at 11 a.m. and a Bomba dance class 
at noon.

Workshops will be held at 345 
Brook Avenue between 141st and 
142nd streets, which is also the 
headquarters location of Aspira of 
New York, Inc., the state’s largest 
Puerto Rican youth non-profi t or-

ganization, an organization which 
Bombazo Dance Company has part-
nered with for the Bombazo Dance 
Company Education Program.

All workshops are free and open 
to the public.  Children under 12 
must be accompanied by a parent or 
legal guardian. 

Registration is required by email 
at bombazodanceco@gmail.com. 

For more information, visit 
www.bombazodanceco.com

Bronx dance company at New Orleans festival

(l-r) Cynthia Paniagua, Noele Phillips, Melissa Escano and Concepcion perform the bomba dance at the Congo Square World 
Rhythms Festival last month. 
 Photo courtesy of Ransom Phelps
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WE WILL FLO
OR YOU WITH

HUGE SAVINGS!

Jimmy
Lanzetta,

Owner, with 
over 40 
years

experience.

MORRIS PARK

FLOORING
1008 Morris Park Avenue, Bronx NY 10462

718-824-RUGS (7847)

WE WILL MEET OR BEAT
ANY COMPETITORSCOUPON!

Must present competitors coupon 

on or brfore expiration date

WE CARRY
& INSTALL

OPEN: Mon. - Sat.
        7:30 - 6:00pm

FLOORING LINOLEUM AREA RUGS

WINDOW CURTAINS YANKEE CANDLES CARPETING

WE NOW CARRY AND HAVE IN STOCK

FULL SERVICE HOME FURNISHINGS DEPARTMENT

PILLOWS TOWELS THROW PILLOWS

BED SPREADS PILLOWS SHEETS


