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CB 9 plans Sgt. Tuozzolo park renaming
BY ROBERT CHRISTIE

Community Board 9 is push-
ing to have Noble Playground 
renamed after fallen Sgt. Paul 
Tuozzolo.

Tuozzolo was allegedly shot 
and killed in the line of duty 
near the park by 35-year old 
Manuel Rosales on Friday, No-
vember 4.

According to CB 9 district 
manager William Rivera, the 
community board had been 
discussing ways in which they 
could honor the 4-3 Precinct ser-
geant since November.

In February, CB 9’s Parks 
Committee voted on and ap-
proved a resolution to bring 

the suggestion before the full 
board.

The entire board is expected 
to vote on the renaming during 
the Thursday, April 20 general 
board meeting.

Jamie Feliberty, head of the 
board’s Parks Committee, said 
Tuozzolo was a very important 
part of the community and he 
will be missed.

In addition, he said renam-
ing the park after the fallen ser-
geant would show support for 
NYPD at a time when many po-
lice aren’t viewed favorably.

“Nowadays police are not 
really seen in a positive light,” 
said Feliberty. “We just want to 

show that we as a community 
are behind the police and par-
ticularly we really feel for those 
who have lost their lives serv-
ing us.”

Feliberty also described why 
a park renaming is a special 
way to honor Tuozzolo.

“We want to remember him 
in a positive way,” Feliberty 
said. “A park is a place people 
go to have fun and enjoy them-
selves and be with family and 
he was like family to us.”

“As parents we nurture and 
look out for our children,” he 
continued. “He nurtured us in 

St. Raymond Elementary School welcomed the spring season with 
song and dance at its annual Spring Show on Tuesday, April 4 in 
the school’s auditorium. Under the direction of the school’s choir-
master and music teacher Patrick Connolly, grades fi rst through 
fi fth performed soundtracks to some of the most popular movies 
dating as far back as the 1960s.

(Above) Joli Falcon played her great white shark role enthusi-
astically. See more photos next week.                  Photo by Silvio Pacifi co

BY ARTHUR CUSANO
A south Bronx nonprofi t 

group is enlisting help to 
convert park land that holds 
slave burial remains into an 
historical and educational 
resource.

In 2014, teachers and stu-
dents from P.S. 48 in Hunts 
Point were able to determine 
an area that is now Joseph 
Rodman Drake Park was 
once an Indian and African 
slave burial ground based on 
a photograph from 1910. 

Using maps, census sta-
tistics and other historical 
documents, they determined 
over 100 African slaves had 
been buried under the cur-
rent park in the 1800s. 

Scientists from the US 
Department of Agriculture 
later confi rmed human re-
mains buried in that area us-

ing imaging radar.
In 2014 Senator Jeff Klein 

appropiated $180,000 in state 
funding to preserve and me-
morialize the graves.  

Jessie Harris is one of the 
area residents who created 
The Organization For The 
Preservation of the Hunts 
Point Slave Burial Ground 
Inc., which is still in its in-
fancy and in desperate need 
of additional funding.

“We on the community 
board wanted to preserve this 
and memorialize it,” Harris 
said. “I thought this could be 
a bonus for the Bronx - a part 
of history that is not very well 
known. When people think of 
slavery, they think of Missis-
sippi or Alabama or parts of 
the south. They never think 
about slavery in New York.” 

Harris, a member of Com-

munity Board 2, said the 
group’s main goal was to cre-
ate a facility at the site where 
historical lectures could be 
conducted.  

While a structure at the 
site would be ideal, Harris 
said even a few shipping con-
tainers could be refurbished 
and confi gured to meet their 
needs.

He said he hoped to even-
tually get interns from local 
colleges and maybe the stu-
dents from P.S. 48 who fi rst 
made the discovery to cre-
ate an archeology mentoring 
program.  

“One of my thoughts is 
that one of the things we 
lack in many of our minority 
communities is children in-
terested in science,” Harris 
said. “Archeology would 
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Go To Our Blog To See Our Weekly Specials! 
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For More Information Visit Us At 
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Your elderly mother 
just told you she fell
in the bathroom
last night at 4 A.M. 

Now what? 

REGISTERED NURSES
REHABILITATION THERAPISTS
MEDICAL SOCIAL WORKERS

CERTIFIED HOME HEALTH AIDES

Your parents want to live in their own home. 

You can’t be with them 24/7. That’s why the 

Visiting Nurse Service of New York offers more 

senior home care services than any other home 

healthcare organization in New York. With care 

options to help both generations feel better 

– including nursing, personal care and 

companionship – the Visiting Nurse Service of 

New York is the right care now. 

CALL NOW TO LEARN MORE ABOUT 

PROFESSIONAL, PERSONALIZED CARE TO MEET 

YOUR LOVED ONE’S INDIVIDUAL NEEDS.   

1-855-VNSNY-NOW • VNSNY.ORG 

Services are usually covered by Medicare, Medicaid 
and most insurers. VNSNY also offers private care.  

© 2017 VNSNY

BY PATRICK ROCCHIO
Pelham Parkway’s recent Phase 

1 reconstruction was not paved with 
gold, or any other quality roadway 
surfacing material, according to Com-
munity Board 11, and it is raising con-
cerns about the contractor that was se-
lected to work on the second phase. 

The board is up in arms after learn-
ing that the contractor they believe 
did the shoddy parkway paving job in 
Phase 1 won the bid to do Phase 2 as 
well.

That phase involves the rehabilita-
tion of the north side of the parkway 
from Stillwell Avenue, westbound  to 
White Plains Road.

Tony Vitaliano, CB 11 chairman, 
said that the work that contractor CAC 
Industries completed on Phase 1 was 
subpar. 

He and other members do not be-
lieve that taxpayer funds should be 
used to fi nance another city contract 
performed by the same company, he 
said. 

“Nobody is happy about this,” said 
Vitaliano about CAC’s selection for 
Phase 2. “They did shabby work, and 
the Department of Design and Con-
struction knew it.” 

Vitaliano pointed out that the as-
phalt paving on the eastbound Pelham 
Parkway south side cracked shortly af-
ter the competition of the Phase 1 re-
construction. 

The roadway problem was evident 
six weeks following the completion of 
Phase 1, said John Fratta, CB 11’s proj-
ect liaison. 

It was so bad, said Fratta, that 
Councilman James Vacca intervened 
after the work received negative me-
dia coverage and got DDC to agree to 
include the repaving of the two south-
ern Pelham Parkway roadways that 
were rebuilt in Phase 1 into the Phase 

CB 11 cites parkway 
contractor concerns

2 contract.  
“My thing is if a contractor does 

a lousy job in part A of a job, and you 
have to award a contract anyway for 
the north side, why go with the (con-
tractor) who did the lousy job in the 
fi rst place,” said Fratta, adding of 
Phase 1: “In my opinion, the roadway 
was substandard.” 

Pelham Parkway’s Phase 1 Recon-
struction, which had been anticipated 
along with Phase 2 for three decades, 
cost tens of millions of dollars in tax-
payer funds, said Fratta.  

“We would like the contract to be 
voided,” said Fratta of CAC’s new con-
tract, adding that they have reached 
out to Comptroller Scott Stringer’s of-
fi ce and asked him to examine the is-
sue. 

Vacca said he would like to hear 
the city’s explanation as to why they 
selected CAC Industries to work on 
Phase 2. 

 Michael Capasso, CAC Industries 
president, said he works with commu-
nity boards all over the city and was 
not aware of any issues with the proj-
ect in terms of quality. 

He said the culture of his company 
is to work with the community, so if 
the board has concerns, he would be 
happy to meet and speak with them. 

A DDC spokesman stated that the 
agency is confi dent in the contractor’s 
ability to complete Phase 2 success-
fully. 

“All proper procurement rules 
were followed in awarding this con-
tract,” stated DDC’s spokesman. “CAC 
was the second lowest out of seven bid-
ders, however the lowest bidder subse-
quently withdrew its bid.”

A spokeswoman from Stringer’s of-
fi ce confi rmed that they have been in 
contact with members of CB 11 and 
will review the contract when it comes 
to their offi ce. 

Community Board 11 is concerned about the contractor selected to rebuild Pelham Park-
way’s two westbound roadways. Community News Group / Patrick Rocchio
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around
townby Patrick Rocchio

Assemblyman Michael 
Benedetto announces that the 
MetroCard Mobile Van will 
be parked at the curb in front 
of his offi ce, located at 3602 E. 
Tremont Avenue, on Friday, 
April 14, between the hours of 
1 to 3 p.m.

The MetroCard Mobile Van 
enables:

• Senior citizens 65 years 
of age or older to apply for Re-
duced-Fare MetroCard and re-
ceive a temporary card on the 
spot (Bring proof of age such 

as a Medicare card and valid 
photo identifi cation);

• People with disabilities 
that qualify, and who present a 
Medicare card and valid photo 
ID such as a driver’s license to 
apply for Reduced-Fare Metro-
Card;

• Daily riders to add money 
to their Reduced-Fare Metro-
Card; and

• Everyone to get all Metro-
Card questions answered.

For more information,  
(718) 892-2235.

MetroCard Van 
scheduled stop

The Bronx Times Reporter 
will publish your announce-
ments. Send announcements 
along with photo to: Bronx 
Times Reporter, 3604 E. Trem-
ont Avenue, Bronx, NY 10465 or 
e-mail Bronxtimes@aol.com. 
Please include a phone number 
or a way to contact you in case 
of questions. 

Hello readers and welcome 
to another edition of Around 
Town. 

100th Birthday

Cleo Watson Armstead is 
celebrating her 100th birthday 
on Wednesday, April 12. 

Two celebrations for her 
with family and friends are 
being planned for Saturday, 

April 8 at Tosca Cafe and 
Workmen’s Circle Multicare 
Center. 

Her family and friends think 
that she’s an awesome, clever, 
dynamic, loving and interest-
ing person. 

She was a member of Trin-
ity Baptist Church’s choir un-
til her health began to fail. She 
currently resides at Workman’s 
Circle. 

Her milestone is being cel-
ebrated by her son Gabriel, 
Gabriel’s wife Lisa, two grand-
daughters, a grandson, six 
sisters, a brother and a host 
of nieces, nephews and grand-
nieces and grandnephews. 

She is also being celebrated 
by a brother-in-law, cousins 
and friends and loved ones. 
She’s blest to be 100-years-old. 
Live on Cleo! 

Birthday in Heaven 

Carl Savoca sends the 
Bronx Times the following an-
nouncement: 

Happy birthday in Heaven 
Calogero and Maria from you 
loving family Cleo Watson Armstead

Calogero and Maria

~  HOL D T H E  DAT E  ~

Catholic Classical Studies Conference
Saturday, April 22, 2017

Hosted by the Montfort Academy at St. Peter and Paul Church
125 E. Birch St., Mt. Vernon, NY 10552  10am to 3pm  Registration fee: $48 per person  http://catholicclassicalstudies.org

Sponsored by Agnus Dei Knights of Columbus Council and The Montfort Academy

This year’s theme – “What is a Catholic Classical Education?”
This annual conference takes up the Catholic classical tradition as it pertains to education, vocations, history, philosophy and the arts. 

This year’s theme is education.

There will be breakout sessions after the talks including a luncheon.
For more information contact Catholics Who Home School catholichse@gmail.com or Dan Marengo danmarengo@aol.com

Conference Format
The conference will include several speakers, moderated by Catholics Who Homeschool:

       Robert Royal of EWTN           Fr. John Perricone      The Honorable Richard Greco
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GET PAID for what you do

You can now get paid for taking care of your family members and friends,
who have Medicaid and need Home Care Services.

WE ARE ALSO HIRING HHA’s/PCA’s

260 West 35th Street
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Da Franco & Tony

Open 7 days a week
Monday–Thursday 12–10:00PM
Friday & Saturday 12–11:00PM

Sunday 1:00–10:00PM

Franco & Tony welcomes you
We Would Like To 
Wish All A Happy 

and Healthy Easter 
and Passover!

Now Taking Easter Sunday 
Reservations!

We Deliver! 

2815 Middletown Road
Bronx, New York 10461

BY ROBERT CHRISTIE
Construction is underway 

at the new Tremont Renais-
sance in Mt. Hope.

The 12-story, 256-unit build-
ing will sit on the corner of 
Webster and E. Tremont Road 
and offer affordable housing 
in half of its units.

The affordable units will 
rent to people making $38,100 
annually and families of three 
earning $48,960 annually.

The rest of the units, will 
be open to individuals earn-
ing $76,200 annually and 
families of three earning 
$97,920.

Radame Perez, chief oper-
ating offi cer for the project’s 
developer, Mastermind, Ltd, 
said Tremont Renaissance is 
not enabling displacement in 
the Bronx.

“Instead of contributing 
to the forces of gentrifi cation, 
Tremont Renaissance offers 
a great opportunity for low-, 
moderate-income and upward-
bound families,” said Perez 
said.

He added, “The develop-
ment represents an opportu-
nity for families to remain 
in the community instead of 

Tremont Renaissance to offer housing and retail

leaving the city due to rising 
housing costs and will create 
about 175 permanent jobs.”

Tremont Renaissance will 
provide its tenants with mul-
tiple amenities. 

Families will have access 
to a health and fi tness center, 
a children’s play area, and an 
internet lounge.

The building will also in-
clude private terraces, several 
landscaped rooftops and a stu-
dio for yoga, Pilates and dance 

instruction.
In addition, the project of-

fers easy access to the Trem-
ont Metro-North station, the 
Tremont Avenue B and D sub-
way stops and multiple bus 
routes serving the area.

Apart from the housing, 
Tremont Renaissance will fea-
ture 40,000 square feet in re-
tail space on the ground fl oor.

According to Kathy Za-
mechansky, president of KZA 
Realty Group - the leasing 

agent for the retail space, the 
fi rm is already in talks with 
several potential tenants.

KZA is in talks with a su-
permarket, eyeglass store, dis-
count store, and a children’s 
clothing retailer, Zamechan-
sky said.

In addition, the agency is  
speaking to a local pharmacy 
and a beauty supplier.

Zamechansky said she was 
not able to provide any specif-
ics at this time.

The stores will be slightly 
different from some of the 
stores in the area, she said, be-
cause the older retail space is 
narrow and not conducive to 
today’s larger retailers.

Zamechansky added that a 
sit down restaurant is also a 
possibility.

KZA modifi es the space to 
conform to the user’s needs.

The NYC Department of 
Housing Preservation and De-
velopment partially funded 
the $117.7 million project be-
cause it met standards for the 
agency’s Mix and Match pro-
gram, the realtor said.

The program provides 
funding for projects that of-
fer affordable housing - house-
holds earning up to 60 percent 
of the Area Median Income - 
in 50 percent of its units.

The other fi fty percent of 
the units must go to house-
holds earning up to 130 per-
cent of the Area Median In-
come.

According to Gina Watson 
of KZA, construction on the 
Tremont Renaissance is ex-
pected to reach completion in 
2017 and tenants occupancy 
will begin by spring 2018.

Construction is underway at the new Tremont Renaissance on the corner of Webster Avenue and E. Tremont 
Road. Photo Courtesy of Robert Christie
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Over 55 Stores, 

Services & Restaurants

Bay Plaza . Something for Everyone

SpringTime!

bayplazany.com

2100 Bartow Ave Bronx NY 10475 • Next To The Mall at Bay Plaza
Conveniently located off Hutchinson River Parkway & I – 95
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BE YOURSELF
The health plan for individuals

AMIDA CARE is not for everyone. It is 
for those special few who take pride in 
who they really are. When you are in our 
community, you can expect:

Comprehensive health coverage
Personal champion who works with you 
privately to customize your health care
Expertise in chronic and serious medical 
conditions, such as HIV, behavioral health 
issues, and Hepatitis C
Help accessing housing, job training  
and other support programs.

���������	
��	��������������
���1-855-GO-AMIDA   
(1-855-462-6432), TTY 711  www.AmidaCareNY.org

Medicaid Live Life Plus Health Plan

Police seek suspect in 
Cruger Ave. senior assualt

Video capture of a woman wanted for questioning by police in the assault of a 71-year-old 
Pelham Parkway woman last month. Photo courtesy of NYPD

BY ARTHUR CUSANO
Police are searching for a woman 

who assaulted and robbed a 71-year-old 
resident in her Pelham Parkway co-op 
apartment building.

The assault occurred Saturday, 
March 25 at around 7:30 a.m. when an 
unknown woman followed the tenant 
into the building at 2215 Cruger Ave-
nue and entered the elevator with the 
her. 

The assailant struck the victim in 
the stomach and snatched the victim’s 
purse before she fl ed the scene.

Footage captured by a security 
camera outside the building shows the 
suspect hastily leaving the building 
with the victim’s purse in hand.  

The suspect is described as an 
overweight Hispanic woman, approx-
imately 5’9 tall and 190 pounds, with 
long braided hair. 

She was last seen wearing a brown 
jacket and brown pants. 

The victim has asked to remain 
anonymous.

The assault may be tied to a group 
of squatters who have made the build-
ing their on and off home, stated a 
longtime resident who asked to remain 
anonymous out of fear of retribution.

It all started a few months back 
when a tenant passed away, leaving 
the apartment on the second fl oor to a 
young relative. 

The apartment soon became the 
center of rowdy behavior and drug 
use, he claims. 

“They started hanging out in the 
apartment and hanging out in the 
street and throwing parties.” the resi-
dent said.

 Building manager Joshua Fra-
nael confi rmed that the squatters are 
from the privately owned co-op apart-
ment and had become a problem in the 
building, but said the management 
was doing everything it could to evict 
them.

“We have been to court and we are 

waiting on the eviction, but unfortu-
nately the court system, despite the 
fact that I’ve begged them, they’re tak-
ing their sweet time,” he said. “We 
told the judge, please put a move on 
it, You’re jeopardizing the other 167 
apartments in the building.”

The resident said he believes one 
of those people was the person who 
mugged his elderly neighbor.

The resident also said requests by 
residents to install security cameras 
on each fl oor have not been imple-
mented.

“If it comes out to an extra $50 a 
month, everyone is willing to do that 
for safety  reasons,” they said.

Franal said that cameras are in-
stalled thoughout the building, and 
that the video that captured the sus-
pect was from one of their cameras.

 Pelham Parkway Neighborhood 
Association president Andrea Seigel 
said she knew the victim well, and had 
not heard other complaints about the 
building from her prior to the assault. 

She said she was unaware of any 
other assaults or quality if life issues 
in the building or in that area.

Forty-ninth Precinct police offi cer 
Lepore said that the victim suffered 
facial bruising in the attack, and said 
an investigation into the incident was 
ongoing. 

He said he was unaware of any 
other incidents in the building, or the 
group allegedly loitering in the build-
ing.      

Built in 1954, the building offers 
both rental and co-op apartments. 

The mortgage to the property was 
acquired in 2013 by 2215-75 Cruger 
Apartments Inc. of Brooklyn and New 
York Community Bank, while the deed 
dates back to 1989 and is held by Dae-
jan Ltd. of Manhattan and 2215-75 Cru-
ger Apt. Inc. 

The building is managed by Resi-
dential Management Inc. of Brook-
lyn.



BRONX TIMES REPORTER, APRIL 7-13, 2017 9  BTR

AgeWell New York, LLC is a HMO plan with a Medicare contract and a 
Coordination of Benefits Agreement with New York State Department 
of Health. Enrollment in AgeWell New York, LLC depends on contract 
renewal. A sales person will be present with information and appli-
cations. For accommodation of persons with special needs at sales 
meetings call 866-586-8044 and TTY/TDD 800-662-1220. Visit us at 
www.agewellnewyork.com AgeWell New York complies with applicable 
Federal civil rights laws and does not discriminate on the basis of races, 
color, national origin, age, disability, or sex. Age-Well New York cumple 
con las leyes federales de derechos civiles aplicables y no discrimina 
por motivos de raza, color, nacionali-dad, edad, discapacidad o sexo. 

AgeWell New York 遵守適用的聯邦民權法律規定，不因種族、
膚色、民血統、年齡、殘障或性別而歧視任何人 。 ATTENTION: If 
you do not speak English, language assistance services, free of charge, 
are available to you. Call 1-866-586-8044 (TTY: 1-800-662-1220). 
ATENCIÓN: si habla español, tiene a su disposición servicios gratuitos 
de asistencia lingüística. Llame al 1- 866-586-8044 (TTY: 1-800-662-
1220). 注意：如果您使用繁體中文，您可以免費獲得語言援助
服務。請致電  1-866-586-8044 (TTY 1-800-662-1220)
H4922_DA_4002 Accepted 01142017

We’re here for your call.
Toll Free 1.866.586.8044  |  TTY/TDD 1.800.662.1220  |  agewellnewyork.com

MEDICARE ADVANTAGE PLANS SPECIAL ELECTION SEMINARS 

You can enroll in a plan all year round!
Join us for formal presentations with our licensed Senior Benefits Advisors to discuss the benefits of 
AgeWell New York’s Medicare Advantage Plans. 

Attend one of our seminars at a diner in your community and learn about your enrollment options and 
covered benefits including doctor visits, transportation, fitness program, prescription drugs and more.

For more information on dates and times at a diner in your community, please call: 

718-484-5000 (ext. 5251) or events@agewellnewyork.com

QUEENS
Georgia Diner - Elmhurst

Atlantic Diner - S. Richmond Hill

Bel Aire Diner - Astoria

Glendale Diner - Glendale

BROOKYLN
Denny’s Diner - Pennsylvania Avenue

Georges Diner - 5th Avenue

New Apolo  - Myrtle Avenue

BRONX
Corky’s - Grand Concourse

Crow Diner - E. 161st Street

Perista Coffee Shop & Restaurant - W. Kingsbridge Rd

MANHATTAN
Lenox Hill Grill - Lexington Avenue

Kitchen Sink - 2nd Avenue

Gracie Corner Diner - E. 86th Street

��������	
��	��

��������
���	��
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MODEL MURDERED AT FOREST HOUSES

TREE UPROOTED BY STORM CAUSES DAMAGE

WOMAN FATALLY SHOT IN WILLIAMSBRIDGE

Police have made an arrest in the murder of an aspiring model at Forest Houses. 
According to the NYPD, Forest Houses resident Davaughn Johnson, 22, was charged 
in connection with the murder of his girlfriend Aaliyah Alder, 21, which occurred on 
Monday, March 27 at 10:30 p.m. inside the building’s eighth fl oor stairwell. Alder, 
a Mott Haven resident, was discovered dead on arrival by fi rst responders with a 
single gunshot wound to her head. There were no immediate eyewitnesses at the 
scene.  Johnson faces charges of murder, manslaughter and criminal possession of a 
weapon. According to police, Alder visited Forest Houses to settle a dispute with the 
father of her friend’s child. A physical confrontation with a bladed instrument is al-
leged to have occurred prior to the shooting. Surveillance footage showed Alder and 
a female friend entering an elevator minutes before three men, including Johnson, 
left Forest Houses. It is believed Alder slashed her friend’s boyfriend after he got 
into a dispute with her friend. The suspected gunman was shown covering his face 
and having one hand in his pocket while another man accompanying him appeared 
to have a hand injury and sliced jacket. Alder was an aspiring model looking to turn 
her life around after being previously arrested for assault, grand larceny and menac-
ing.                Photo by Edwin Soto

Police are searching for the gunman who shot and killed a 26-year-old woman in 
Williamsbridge early Sunday. EMS responded to a call on Sunday, April 2 at 2:30 a.m. 
of a young woman lying in front of a residential building on 761 E. 214th Street. The 
woman identifi ed as Margarita Franco was discovered dead on arrival with a gunshot 
wound to the back of her head. No arrests have been made and a motive has yet to be 
determined. If you have any information regarding this case, please call Crime Stop-
pers at (800) 577-TIPS. All calls are kept strictly confi dential   .Photo by Edwin Soto

Last Friday’s violent rain storm caused some damage in Van Nest. Heavy rain and 
strong winds uprooted a tree on Friday, March 31 at 10:45 p.m. which resulted in dam-
age to several vehicles parked on Garfi eld Street between Van Nest Avenue and Mead 
Street. No injuries were reported from the incident. The street was sealed off until 
the tree was properly removed.                               Photo by Edwin Soto

40 Precinct
Monday, March 27 at 5:00 p.m.  --  A theft of 

a computer was reported to cops. A female black 
in her 20s entered a commercial business at 316 E. 
149 Street. She gained entry in a way that is still being 
investigated. Once inside she took a Mac computer 
and then fled. She was last seen wearing a camou-
flage-style jacket, blue jeans and boots.

46 Precinct 
Saturday, April 1 at 5:11 p.m. -- A petit lar-

ceny was reported to cops in front of 163 E. 178th 
Street. A person described as a male Hispanic of av-
erage height took a passengers-side rear view mirror 
from a 34-year-old woman’s car before fleeing. The 
person was last seen wearing a red and green vest, 
a black hooded sweater, black pants, a baseball cap 
and black sneakers. 

47 Precinct
Sunday, April 2 at 2:31 a.m. -- Cops received an 

emergency call about a woman who had been shot in 
front of 761 E. 214th Street. When they arrived on the 
scene they found an adult woman, likely in her 20s, 
with a gunshot wound to her head. EMS responded 
and pronounced her dead. 

49 Precinct 
Saturday, March 25 at 7:39 a.m. --  A 71-year-

old man was followed into the elevator in an apart-
ment building near Cruger Avenue and Pelham Park-
way. He was robbed. He was punched in the stomach 
during the robbery. The person cops are looking for 
is a heavy set woman who is an Hispanic black who 
weights about 190 pounds. She was last seen wear-
ing a brown jacket and brown pants.



BRONX TIMES REPORTER, APRIL 7-13, 2017 11  BTR

Sparkling
Moet 
Nectar 
Rose 
Sale Price 
$5599

each

Myx 
Moscato 
Sparklings
750ml 
$699

Frizecco 
Sweet 
Flavors 
750ml 
$799
Mojito, Coconut, 
Strawberry, 
Pink Lemonade

each

each

* Cash or debit only on featured items. No mix & match on sale items. We will match printed prices from other NewYork City liquor stores. 
Coupon must be present at checkout. Webprices not accepted. Not responsible for typographical errors. Prices Expire 04/14/17.

Find us on facebook.com/wineliquorsuperstore @wineliquorsuperstore

FREE
PARKING

DONT MISS OUR 
WEEKEND TASTING 

4-8PM 

BRING IN THIS AD AND

GET 50 POINTS
($2 OFF) WITH MEMBERSHIP CARD

Visit our Website www.bxliquors.com and browse our large selection of unadvertised specials & upcoming tastings. CASE PRICES AVAILABLE

WINE & LIQUOR
Throggs Neck Plaza Upstairs From Target 

White Wines
Dreambird 
Pinot Grigo 
          750ml 
$499

Great Buy!

Casal 
Garcia
Vino Verde 
750ml 
$733
3 or more 
$615 ea

each
each

Red Wines
Gnarly 
Head 
Wines 
750ml 
$999

Apothic 
Wines 
750ml 
$1099

Super 
Miniature
Sale 50ml

Grey Goose Vodka
      $2199
Best Party Pack 
Value

Ciroc Vodka
        $1999
Same value of 750ml 
for half the price!
No mix & match

SUPERSTORE

Remy Martin 
VSOP
750ml 

$3999
ea.

Patron Silver
 750ml          1.75ml

$4399  $8999
ea. ea.

Johnnie 
Walker

 BLACK 1.75ml

$6749
ea.

Remy Martin 
XO

     Gift Set

     $155 ea.

Bacardi 
Light & Gold

1.75ml
$1799

ea.

WOW
Chivas

 18 yr. l

$9999
ea.

Just Bring In Flyer, We Match Competitor Pricing

Only!

each

each

Rose Wines

Sweet Tooth
Chocovine 
(Chocolate 
Wine) 
750ml 
$999

Morad 
Passion 
Fruit
750ml
$1849

eacheach

Tennessee 
Dirty 
Cream
750ml 
$1849

Crema 
Fina 
Tiramisu 
750ml 
$1249

eacheach

15pkOnly!
12pk

Only!

Bread & 
Butter 
Chardonnay 
750ml 
$1299
3 or more 
$1083 ea

each

Chasing 
Venus 
Sauvignon 
Blanc  750ml 

$1499
3 or more 
$1250 ea

each

Los Vascos 
Cabernet 
Sauvignon 
750ml 
$926
3 or more 
$771 ea

each

Josh 
Merlot 
750ml 
$1299
3 or more 
$1170 ea

each

Rosa 
Regale 
750ml 
$1899
3 or more 
$1583 ea

each

Whispering 
Angel
$2199
3 or more 
$1875 ea

each

Klinker Brick 
& Roses
$1499
3 or more 
$1250 ea

each

Lavendette 
Aples 
De Haute
$999
3 or more 
$834 ea

each

Aime 
Roquesante
$1099
3 or more 
$916 ea

each

NOW AVAILABLE LIMITED RELEASE 

Ciroc Summer Colada 
Liter $4471ea          750ml $3743ea

50 ml 3 for $5 or 15pk for $1999

50 ml each

50 ml each
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LETTERS TO THE EDITOR
Slow truck

enforcement

Dear editor,
On Sunday morning, April 

2, I placed a complaint with 
311 about a commercial fl at-
bed semi-truck and a semi-
trailer without a cab parked 
on Bruckner Boulevard next 
to Pelham Bay Park since Fri-
day evening. Within 15 min-
utes of placing the complaint, 
Offi cer Collier from the 45th 
Precinct called me.

She told me I should fi le the 
complaint between 9 p.m. and 
5 a.m. since trucks can’t be 
on the streets then. Since 311 
takes complaints 24/7, I don’t 
understand the time restric-
tions placed by the precinct 
for illegal commercial park-
ing. I’m sure that at least one 
patrol car passed these vehi-
cles after 9 p.m., but nothing 
was done.

Understand that illegal 
parking is not a priority, but 
it should not be ignored. It’s 
against the law, and the law 
should be enforced.

The trucks are still there.
S. Monaghan

Add more MTA
garbage cans

Dear editor,
     It makes sense for the  

MTA to cancel its ill con-
ceived subway station garbage 
can removal program.  In the 
1960s it was common to fi nd 
both penny gum and soda ma-
chines dispensing products at 
many subway stations. Clean 
and safe bathrooms were 
readily available. It was a time 
when people respected author-
ity and law. Previous genera-
tions of riders did not litter 
subway stations and buses 
leaving behind gum, candy 
wrappers, paper cups, bottles 
and newspapers. No one would 
openly eat pizza, chicken or 
other messy foods while rid-
ing a bus or subway. Everyone 
paid their way and there was 
no fare evasion.

It is now time to add not re-
move the number of garbage 
cans. NYC Transit should 
consider installing separate 
cans for recycling newspa-
pers, plastic and glass along 
with regular garbage. Selling 
advertising on sides of cans 
could generate revenues to 
help cover the costs of more 
frequent off-peak and late 

night collection and disposal.
Larry Penner

Time for
a cleanup

Dear editor,
Took my usual walk today 

but went a different route, go-
ing over I-95 overpasses. What 
disgust!. Graffi tti in abun-
dance and garbage two feet 
high in the corners.

Guido Susi.

An angel
on Earth

Dear editor,
During the evening com-

mute on Tuesday, March 28 
two lives converged on the 
sidewalk under the IRT 6 train 
station at Pelham Bay and, un-
doubtedly, both will be altered 
forever.  While waiting on line 

CSX should
donate land
Dear editor,
Thanks for the expansive 

articles about Friends of Van 
Cortlandt Park’s Cocktail 
Party and Daylighting Tib-
betts Brook. 

Please continue following 
the ongoing  Tibbetts Brook 
story, that is sure to have a 
happy ending. 

     CSX should donate the 
land for the benefi t of the un-
derserved neighborhoods it 
runs through.  I’m sure they 
know how to multiply any 
tax deductions attributable to 
such a donation.

I.C. Levenberg-Engel

for a bus to carry her through 
the fi nal stage of her commute, 
a middle aged woman sim-
ply collapsed to the pavement 
without so much as uttering a 
sound.

Police offi cer Howard Roth 
was nearby when the people 
close to the fallen woman re-
alized she was unresponsive 
and began calling for help; as 
the young offi cer approached 
the scene he took control of 
the situation with the poise 
of a grizzled veteran, request-
ing additional help, giving in-
structions to the crowd that 
had gathered and performing 
CPR on the fallen woman.

The woman who Offi cer 
Roth aided remains in a med-
ically-induced coma at Jacobi 
Medical Center.  It should also 
be noted that the offi cer was 
at the hospital with her fam-
ily and friends on Tuesday as 
well as Wednesday sharing in 
their grief, not as a cop, but as 

one human being to another, 
prompting one family mem-
ber to comment he is truly an 
angel on Earth.

Michael Rafferty
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FIRST
LUTHERAN
CHURCH OF 

THROGGS 
NECK

3075 Baisley Avenue
Bronx, NY 10461-6129

Office: (718) 829-0650
www.Firstlutheranbronx.church
The Rev. Ulf Lunow, Pastor

SUNDAY, APRIL 9TH, AT 9:00 AM 
We Celebrate Palm Sunday 

Palms will be distributed after the service.

MAUNDY THURSDAY, APRIL 13TH AT 6:00 PM 
We gather In Bartus Hall for Lent & Lentils.

Lent & Lentils is a Fellowship meal that we share 

with our family & friends, before the 7:30 PM worship 

service. Please consider bringing an extra sandwich 

with you to share with someone else. 

GOOD FRIDAY, APRIL 14TH AT 11:00 AM 
The Youth Service (However, all are welcome)

7:30 PM- THE GOOD FRIDAY 
Candlelight Worship Service.

SUNDAY, APRIL 16TH- AT 9:00 AM 
Easter Sunday we celebrate the 

Resurrection of Our Lord

Easter Breakfast will be served after 

the worship service.

10:30 EGG HUNT

SUNDAY, APRIL 23RD AT 3:00 PM 
is the Congregational Easter Pageant.

COFFEE FELLOWSHIP TO FOLLOW    

THE 
EASTER

 SCHEDULE

BY PATRICK ROCCHIO
There is a new borough transporta-

tion commissioner, with strong ties to 
local communities, in town.

Nivardo Lopez recently was named 
to replace Constance Moran, longtime 
NYC Department of Transportation 
Bronx commissioner who retired in 
2016, after serving two months as act-
ing commissioner. 

He offi cially became borough com-
missioner at the end of January after a 
candidate search. 

Lopez’ plans include advancing sev-
eral major capital projects already in 
the pipeline and working with Bronx 
neighborhoods to implement citywide 
initiatives, such as Vision Zero, he 
said.

He was the deputy borough DOT 
commissioner for a year and half, 
served as the borough director of the 
mayor’s Community Affairs Unit and 
was a staffer for Councilman James 
Vacca. 

Lopez grew up in Kingsbridge, and 
attended local schools: Visitation and 
Fordham Preparatory School. He has 
lived in the borough his whole life, he 
said. 

“The borough is my home, I care 
very deeply about it and the idea of 
playing an infl uential role in the help-
ing the Bronx with its transportation 
priorities really appealed to me,” said 
Lopez of his new position. 

Lopez comes to the job with a great 
deal of knowledge about the borough’s 
communities, as well as experience 
working with transportation issues, 
he said. 

His experience includes looking at 
transportation policy from constitu-
ent, legislative, administrative and op-
erational levels. 

“In some ways, I have seen trans-
portation policy at almost every level,” 
said Lopez. 

He plans on focusing on continu-
ing work on a number of ongoing cap-
ital improvements, including Grand 
Concourse and Pelham Parkway re-
constructions and the new City Island 
Bridge, he said. 

He is also going to be in the bor-
ough at the start of two bridge projects 
that have not yet begun: the rebuild of 
the Unionport Bridge and raising the 
grade of the bridge structure that car-
ries Westchester Avenue traffi c over 
the Hutchinson River Parkway. 

Nivardo Lopez new 
Bronx DOT commish

“I am really focused on making 
the streets safer, making DOT’s infra-
structure even more reliable, being re-
sponsive to community concerns, and 
working with communities to develop 
solutions to local problems,” he said.

He understands that the borough 
offi ce is the “face of the agency,” and 
he intends to engage with the commu-
nity, whether through the  community 
boards, associations or elected offi -
cials. 

He said he has tried his best to get 
out there and meet more people in his 
tenure as the borough commissioner. 

Moran, who served as Bronx com-
missioner from 2001 to 2003 and then 
again from 2006 to 2016, left some big 
shoes to fi ll, said Lopez. 

“Connie was borough commis-
sioner for a very long time,” said Lo-
pez.

Vacca said that Lopez was so help-
ful on transportation issues that when 
the councilman was made chairman 
of the NYC City Council’s Transporta-
tion Committee, Lopez became the an-
alyst for committee. 

“I think (NYC DOT commissioner) 
Polly Trottenberg, has made an ex-
cellent choice,” said Vacca. “He is 
thoughtful, analytical and knows how 
to work with community groups.” 

Nivardo Lopez, a former staffer to Coun-
cilman James Vacca, has been named the 
Bronx’s DOT borough commissioner. He re-
places Constance Moran, who retired. 
 Photo courtesy of NYC DOT

Call 718.260.2555
..to sell your car in our 
CLASSIFIED SECTIONS 
& get...Real Results!
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Most insurance plans accepted  •   Secure, validated parking

718-823-0820
3250 Westchester Avenue, Suite 203A, Bronx, New York 10461 

FarahRetinaConsultants.com

✓ Board certified
✓ Dual fellowship trained
✓ Over 20 years of experience

Sam Farah, M.D.
Retina-Vitreous Specialist

“Our mission is to provide 
exceptional care to retinal patients 

at a state-of-the-art facility in 
Pellham Bay.”

Specializing in 
diabetic eye 

disease, macular 
degeneration, 

and other diseases 
and surgeries  

of the retina

FATAL FIRE IN PARKCHESTER INJURES THREE

An early Tuesday morning fi re has left three injured and one dead in Parkchester. 
Firefi ghters combated an apartment fi re at 2258 Newbold Avenue on Tuesday, April 
4 at 6 a.m. According to the FDNY, the fi re started inside a fi rst fl oor unit. The blaze 
was extinguished in a hour, but resulted in three adults suffering minor injuries. Ho-
meowner Hazel Sullivan’s English Pitbull Terrier Mix was trapped inside the building 
and perished. The cause of the fi re remains under investigation.       Photo by Edwin Soto

BY PATRICK ROCCHIO
Community leaders in the 

45th Precinct are continuing 
their dialogue with NYPD on 
sound issues as the agency 
gears up to renovate its fi ring 
range. 

The 45th Precinct Commu-
nity Council hosted another 
meeting recently with NYPD 
brass, including a director of 
NYPD capital construction, to 
continue discussing the com-
munity’s two decade quest for 
sound reductions at the Rod-
man’s Neck training range, ac-
cording to attendees. 

The precinct council hosted 
the meeting on Wednesday, 
March 15 at Community Board 
10’s offi ce, said Bob Bieder, 
council president, with further 
meetings to be scheduled.  

The council president said 
the meeting was a productive 
follow up to an earlier one that 
took place in October 2016. 

“One of the things (NYPD) 
agreed to do is meet quarterly,” 
said Bieder, adding that he 
pressed NYPD offi cials pres-
ent for information about how 
often the range is used by state 
and federal agencies for train-

Rodman’s Neck rehab is a long way off
ing. 

“You have state and federal 
agencies that are using this 
facility and we feel that they 
should be kicking in as well,” 
he said, with a ballpark esti-
mate given by NYPD at meet-
ing of about fi ve percent use by 
agencies outside the city. 

The precinct council presi-
dent said he told NYPD offi -
cials that the range does not 
meet established noise limita-
tions. 

“I want them to be in the 
accordance and conformance 
with city, state and federal 
noise regulations,” said Bie-
der. 

The $275 million for the 
project to rebuild the fi ring 
range and tactical training fa-
cility at Rodman’s Neck is ex-
pected to be placed in the city’s 
10-year capital plan shortly af-
ter being made a priority by 
Mayor de Blasio. 

The community still does 
not know how much of the to-
tal budget would be used for 
sound remediation, said Bie-
der, though it is to be a part of 
the project. 

After the September 2001 ter-
rorist attacks, louder and more 

sophisticated weapons were 
used for training at the range, 
said Bieder, increasing noise for 
affected communities like City 
Island, Country Club and Spen-
cer Estate. 

Barbara Dolensek, City Is-
land Civic Association vice-pres-
ident, who attended the meet-
ing, said that she learned at the 
meeting that the selection of a 
contractor is at least two years 
away, with the rebuilding of new 
infrastructure expected to occur 
over  a number of years.  

“It is just a long way off, 
which is the problem,” she 
said.  

Dolensek said that NYPD 
offi cials told attendees that 
they couldn’t fully enclose the 
range because of the high cost, 
but also because police offi cials 
want some weather to simu-
late real-life conditions law en-
forcement personnel face. 

However, Dolensek said that 
the NYPD presentation did con-
tain specifi cs as to some types 
of sound baffl ing that could be 

used at Rodman’s Neck. 
Another attendee, John 

Doyle, 45th Precinct Commu-
nity Council board member, 
said that the NYPD offi cials 
said that part of the sound 
remediation might include 
‘block walls’ that would sur-
round the range area. 

He also said that offi cials 
did not seem ready to quan-
tify how much of a noise re-
duction affected communi-
ties would experience. 

(l-r) Bob Bieder, 45th Precinct Community Council president; Annie Boller, 45th Precinct Community Council board 
member; Captain Carlos Ghonz, the precinct’s commanding offi cer; John Doyle, 45th Precinct Community Council 
board member and Barbara Dolensek of the City Island Civic Association at the meeting to discuss the range with 
NYPD offi cials at Community Board 10’s offi ce on Wednesday, March 15. Photo courtesy of John Doyle
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Second Anniversary In Heaven

Always In Our Hearts

 If roses grow in Heaven, Lord

Then pick a bunch for us.

 Place them in our Mother’s arms

and tell her they’re from us.

Tell her that we love and miss her,

and when she turns to smile,

Place a kiss upon her cheek,

and hold her for a while.

Because remembering her is easy,

We do it every day.

But there is an ache within our

hearts that will never go away.

Love and Miss You Forever!

Your Children Donna and Frankie

Mom
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Join Us for an

Easter Feast. 

Continuous OPEN BAR with Premium Liquor!

Carving Station
• Lechon, Whole Turkey, 

and Skirt Steak
Wok Station
• Array of Chinese Cuisine
Pasta Station
• Assorted Pasta Choices

Seafood Station
• Shrimp Cocktail
• Clams Oreganata
• Mussels Posillipo
• Fried Calamari
• Smoked Salmon
• Roasted Red Snapper

Chafing Station
• Pepper Steak 
• Sausage & Broccoli Rabe
• Eggplant Rollatini 
• Maduros 
• Arroz Con Gandule • Pollo Asado
• Veal & Peppers • Chicken Cacciatore
• Ropa Vieja

CALL TODAY FOR YOUR
RESERVATION!

for only

50
Valet Parking Included

1/2 PRICE, Children 5 - 12 Years
FREE, Children Under 5 Years Maestro’s 

C a t e r e r s
1703 Bronxdale Avenue, Bronx 718-792-8844

www.maestroscaterers.com

Sunday, April 16th, 12 noon to 5pm

Music by “Don’t Stop The Music”

FREE Gifts!
FROM THE EASTER BUNNY

for all the kids!

per 
person$
plus 10% service charge
sales tax included

Deluxe Cocktail Hour 12pm -1pm
Dinner
• Spring Salad with Balsamic Vinaigrette

Choice of:
• Filet Mignon • Chicken Francese • Shrimp Oreganata

Dessert
• Fresh Fruit and Pastries • Coffee/Cappuccino/Espresso 

BY ARTHUR CUSANO
A nightclub in Mott Haven 

has been shut down by the po-
lice and the New York State Li-
quor Authority following a vi-
olent incident in January that 
garnered the hall a slew of vio-
lations.

The Casa Blanca, located at 
340 Walton Avenue, is located 
in an industrial area next to 
a U-Haul truck rental facility, 
just around the corner from 
Hostos Community College. 

City offi cials said a 400-guest 
club, that has only been open 
for a short time and drew little 
attention, was the scene of total 
mayhem on the evening of  Sat-
urday, January 21. 

“Police responded to a re-
port of an assault in progress, 
and when they arrived they 
encountered chaos,” Division 
of Alcohol beverage Control 
associate counsel Margarita 
Marsico told SLA board mem-
bers during a Wednesday, 
March 29 emergency hearing.

Several dozen people, 
mostly minors, were mull-
ing around outside of the club 
when police offi cers, heard a 
gunshot about 60 yards away 
from the club, the SLA coun-

SLA shuts Mott Haven club amid safety concerns
sel confi rmed. 

Four people were stabbed 
in the melee outside, while a 
bottle-throwing incident that 
had allegedly occurred in-
side left four more victims in 
need of medical attention, she 
added.

A 16-year old had been ar-
rested outside for disorderly 
conduct, and the teens found 
outside are believed to have 
been drinking in the establish-
ment, according to the SLA.

The club’s owners never ap-
peared for an interview with 
police on Friday, March 24. 

During a subsequent party 
the SLA and the 40th Precinct  
vice squad investigators car-
ried out an unannounced 
joint inspection of the prem-
ises, leading to 24 police sum-
monses and four SLA viola-
tions. 

Summonses were issued 
for fi reworks being stored on 
the premises, a lack of emer-
gency lighting and snow piles 
blocking an emergency exit 
stairway, Marsico said. 

The SLA violations in-
cluded no liquor license 
posted, the posted caterer’s 
permit was found to be invalid, 

the owners could not provide 
proof of  workmen’s compen-
sation insurance and the  club 
lacked security guards, the 
SLA claims.

“The SLA has basically 
zero confi dence that this place 
is being adequately supervised 
and we have no idea who’s op-
erating it,” Marisco told board 
members before they voted to 
suspend the club’s liquor li-
cense. 

The club is scheduled to ap-
pear before the board again 

Wednesday, April 12.
Calls to the phone number 

listed for the club went unan-
swered, and the voicemail box 
was full.

The business is registered 
to a Juana Peralta who told 
the SLA she manages the es-
tablishment, along with her 
husband. 

Peralta submitted a ‘not 
guilty’ plea by mail but has 
not responded to further SLA 
inquiries, Marisco said.

A female patron walked out 

of the club with an employee’s 
pocketbook on Sunday, Janu-
ary 8, just after midnight, ac-
cording to published reports. 

Security footage captured 
the incident, which was shared 
with TV news outlets in hopes 
of catching the culprit.

Calls to the 40th Precinct, 
40th Precinct Community 
Council president Gabriel De 
Jesus and  Councilwoman Me-
lissa Mark-Viverito, who rep-
resents the area, for comment, 
were not returned. 

The Casa Blanca club on Walton Avenue has been closed by city and state offi cials following a violent incident 
in January. Arthur Cusano
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Some people do not have the ability 
to begin saving for retirement early on. 
Others may have brushed retirement 
savings aside for so long that they are 
now worried that it’s too late to begin 
socking away money for retirement.

While it’s best to start saving for re-
tirement as early as possible, the good 
news is that it’s never too late to start 
planning for retirement. If your 40th 
birthday has long passed and you’re fi -
nally thinking ahead to retirement, con-
sider these catch-up strategies.

ment savings plans. A fi nancial planner 
can point you in the right direction, or 
consult with your employer about em-
ployee programs. Deposit money into a 
401(k) or 403(b) plan or another retire-
ment vehicle. Jump on any opportunities 
when your employer matches invested 

there are any government incentives. De-
pending on your age, you may be able to 
deposit more money into such accounts 
than other investors.

to save more money for retirement. Fig-

ure out where you can save some money 
you can then allocate to retirement sav-
ings. Maybe you can reduce insurance 
coverage on an older car or raise your 
deductible? Downsize cable packages or 
skip that costly cup of coffee on the way 
to work. Perhaps it’s time to look for a 

pact car instead of an SUV. Any money 
saved now will benefi t you when the time 
comes time to bid farewell to the work-
force.

ple who retire fi nd themselves bored and 
looking for ways to fi ll their time, and as 
a result more and more people are delay-
ing their retirement, which also gives 
them more time to save for that day when 
they do call it quits. If you want to work 
less, discuss and negotiate a phased re-
tirement with your bosses that allows 
you to stick with your employer but grad-
ually work fewer hours until you retire 
completely. You may be able to work part-
time for several years and retire when 
you’re most comfortable.

Even if you are 50 you still have a few 
decades before retirement, which leaves 
lots of time to grow your retirement sav-
ings. But you may want to consider more 
aggressive funds that can help you catch 
up more quickly than less aggressive in-
vestments. Just know that aggressive 
funds may also leave you susceptible to 
substantial losses.

Visit your nearest Ponce De Leon 
Federal Bank and speak to a specialist 
for more information.

ADVERTORIAL

Rebounding 
from a late start 

to retirement 
savings

Bronx Locations
www.poncebank.com

2244 Westchester Avenue
30 East 170th Street

980 Southern Boulevard
5560 Broadway

™

DISCOVER THE
PONCE DIFFERENCE: 

THE CONVERTIBLE IRA CD

*The Annual Percentage Yields (APY) shown are effective as of 02/01/2017. Minimum opening deposit is $500.00 to qualify for the promotional offer. These promotional IRA Certificates of Deposit allow a one-time 

conversion to any other IRA CD type without penalty during the term. Promotion will expire on 4/18/2017. Rates and provisions subject to change without notice. Other restrictions may apply. Early withdrawal fees 

may apply. For more information, visit your nearest branch.

Higher rates now and  
an option to catch rising rates!

1.60% APY*

30 Month IRA CD

1.79% APY*

42 Month IRA CD

|SINCE 1960

Discover
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Easter Family Tradition at:

Sunday, April 16, 2017 -12noon-5pm

Dinner

Open Bar, Premium Liquor Served Throughout Affair
Eastwood Dessert Served At Your Table

3371 Eastchester Road, Bronx, NY
Reservations: 718-654-4200

One Hour Cocktail Reception - Four Hours Dining & Dancing
Featuring:

Alive ‘N’ Kickin Orchestra & Show

Choice Of:

FREE GIFTS
For the children

from the 
Easter Bunnies

$50
per person

plus 10% service
sales tax included

1/2 Price For

Children Under

the age of 12
Deluxe Cocktail Hour:

No Charge for

Children under 5

years of age

BY ARTHUR CUSANO
It was the day hundreds of 

Bronx teachers, students and 
their parents had been dread-
ing, and it went exactly as they 
feared.

The NYC Panel for Educa-
tion Policy voted Wednesday, 
March 22, to close fi ve of the 
city’s renewal schools includ-
ing three in the Bronx: Lead-
ership Institute in Claremont 
Village, J.H.S. 145 Arturo 
Toscanini in Belmont and 
Monroe Academy for Visual 
Arts and Design in Sound-
view.

The panel, which consists 
of 13 members and schools 
chancellor Carmela Farina, 
made the decision based on the 
schools’ failure to meet bench-
marks in categories such as 
enrollment, graduation rates 
and test scores in targeting 
the three schools. 

The struggling schools 
were given Renewal School 
status three years ago in an 
effort to turn them around, 
but staff and parents alleged 
the schools never got the extra 
funding and resources prom-
ised by the city to help them in 
the effort.

3 Bronx renewal schools to close following vote

The vote comes just days 
after NYC Public Advocate 
Latisha James called for a 
halt to plans to shutter the fi ve 
schools. 

James echoed criticism by 
teachers and parents that the 
education department had 
failed to deliver on promises 

like smaller class sizes and bi-
lingual teachers for ESL stu-
dents.

Teachers Pete Donohue 
and Craig Moss of J.H.S. 145 
had been particularly outspo-
ken about the decision, and 
held a rally with students and 
parents last month to save the 

school. 
They could not be reached 

for comment following the 
vote. 

Students and parents at 
Leadership Institute had also 
held a rally at their school ear-
lier this year.

“This is despite DOE offi -
cials’ repeated promises to re-
duce class sizes at the Renewal 
Schools and the signing of a 
consent decree with the NYS 
Education Department in 
2014 to provide bilingual ser-
vices to students who require 
them,” James stated. “The 
student population at J.H.S. 
145 is composed of 41 percent 
English Language Learners, 
and yet the DOE continues 
to send new ELL students to 
the school as recently as last 
week, according to teachers at 
the school.”

James was especially crit-
ical of the proposal to close 
J.H.S. 145, alleging the school 
is a zoned middle school and 
should not be closed without a 
vote of the Community Educa-
tion Council in District 9. 

That vote has not occurred, 
she claimed. 

The DOE has insisted it 

does not need the council’s 
permission. 

In a letter to Farina, James 
said state education law states 
that local councils must ap-
prove any changes in school 
zoning lines, and elimination 
of a zoned school is a change 
in zoning lines.

The decision to close the 
schools also drew criticism 
from Assemblywoman Latoya 
Joyner and Councilwoman 
Vanessa Gibson, who issued 
a joint statement on Friday, 
March 24 expressing their dis-
appointment. 

“As representatives of the 
community, we are profoundly 
disappointed to see this educa-
tional institution closing af-
ter serving our families and 
our children for more than 50 
years, the women stated. “This 
decision comes despite the out-
cry of parents, the school com-
munity, and most importantly, 
our children.”

The DOE has insisted it 
will work closely with fami-
lies of students from the clos-
ing and contracting schools 
to fi nd a higher-perform-
ing school that meets their 
needs.  

Students at J.H.S. 145 in Morrisania protest the planned closing of their 
school at a rally last month. The school is among three in the Bronx set 
to close at the end of the current school year. 
 Community News Group/Arthur Cusano
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NICKS DRUGS

“In my twenty years 
as a pharmacist, I’m 

happy to work for 

they take care of their 
customers.”

Natu “Nick” Gevaria, BS 
Rph Pharmacist

FREE
DELIVERY

PH: 347-590-1030
We Now Accept WIC

Take ESL at Bronx Community College
 Improve your speaking, pronunciation, comprehension and reading

 ESL classes for beginners, intermediate and advanced students

 Evening classes (6–9 p.m.)

 100 hours of instruction — only $110

 Call for information: 718.289.5170

Division of Workforce and Economic Development
www.bcc.cuny.edu/workforce-development

Improve your 
English

Register for the NYC Correction Officer Exam today.
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BY ROBERT CHRISTIE
The Metropolitan Transit 

Authority may fi nally be ad-
dressing an area of concern 
for many Pelham Bay resi-
dents.

MTA workers were seen on 
Tuesday,  April 4 at the corner 
of Westchester Avenue and 
Wilkinson Avenue, tidying up 
the old signal tower next to the 
downtown IRT 6 Pelham Bay 
Park el.

For years, Pelham Bay pe-
destrians and business own-
ers have complained about the 
debris - which includes large 

metal nail spikes - that falls 
on the sidewalk from the de-
teriorating tower during bad 
weather.

According to Michele Tor-
rioni, a member of the Pelham 
Bay Taxpayers, the Pelham 
Bay community notifi ed Sena-
tor Jeff Klein about the issue 
as early as 2010.

Klein then wrote a letter 
to then MTA chairman Jay 
Walder about the problem re-
questing some sort of help 
with the issue.

According to the letter, 
Klein asked that the signal 

MTA to address rotting IRT 6 train signal house 
house be demolished as soon 
as possible.

“Nearly seven years later 
the safety threats remain as 
the abandoned signal house 
still sits in despair,” Klein said 
in a statement to the Bronx 
Times. “Before somebody gets 
seriously injured, I urge the 
MTA to either stabilize or out-
right remove the dilapidated 
structure.”

“It’s been quite a while 
since they said they were go-
ing to do something about it,” 
Torrioni said in reference to 
the MTA.

Torrioni questioned what 
took so long for the MTA to 
make a move but couldn’t 
fathom a reason that the sig-
nal house was still there.

“They should have main-
tained it or done something 
with it,” she said.

“If they’re starting to do 
something about it that’s awe-
some - that’s great news,” said 
Torrioni.

She continued, “To be hon-
est, if it’s not being used for 
any reason I don’t know why 
they wouldn’t take it down at 
this point.”

She said people commonly 
walk near the signal tower 

when they head to Key Foods 
supermarket or Balsamo Fu-
neral Home.   

The MTA told the Bronx 
Times it was fi nally ready to 
dismantle the unused struc-
ture..

“There is a standing con-

tract to remove the tower that 
was to begin in June,” said an 
MTA spokesperson. “We are 
looking to move that date up.  
In the meantime, infrastruc-
ture personnel are working to 
remove any loose debris from 
the area.”

An MTA vehicle sits under an old signal tower near the No. 6 subway 
line at the corner of Westchester Avenue and Wilkinson Avenue to catch 
debris that might fall on the street. Photo Courtesy of Robert Christie

The old signal tower. Photo Courtesy of Robert Christie
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at Bronx Community College
 Get your New York High School Equivalency

 Prepare for the Test Assessing Secondary Completion (TASC) — this 
is the test that replaced the GED for the NY High School Equivalency

 Test prep classes in English and Spanish

 Test prep and the TASC test both offered at BCC

 100 hours of instruction — only $110

 Call for information: 718.289.5170

Division of Workforce and Economic Development
www.bcc.cuny.edu/workforce-development

Get your GED

JOIN US AT TEMPLE BETH EL 
OF CITY ISLAND! 

PASSOVER 2ND NIGHT SEDER BY 
THE SEA 

4/11/17 6:30PM SHARP.

Not your Zaidy’s Seder! Join Rabbi David for a 

fully catered, Glatt kosher and congenial service. 

Primarily in English, musical, spiritual, joyful & 

lively. Seats are limited so RSVP now. Traditional 

chicken dinner (or vegetarian) with all the trim-

mings from soup to nuts. 

$59 members, $69 non-members, 
$29 children

under 16. Deadline Thurs 4/6/17

480 CITY ISLAND AVE.
ROBERT.BERENT@VERIZON.NET

BOB BERENT 718-885- 3098

BY ROBERT CHRISTIE
Chris Astacio, head coach 

of the Jordan L. Mott Lady 
Tigers softball team, was re-
cently presented a check from 
Walmart for $20,000 for his 
commitment to his players at 
the Morrisania middle school.

He received the check from 
Ellen Degeneres, a partner in 
community service with Wal-
mart, during the March 20th 
episode of the Ellen Show.

Astacio, a Physical Educa-
tion teacher at the school and 
a cancer survivor, started the 
program in 2013 to create a 
sense of community among 
troubled pre-teen girls.

During the Ellen Show, 
Astacio and three of his star 
players - Bryana Francisco, 
Kylie Montalvo, and Carolyn 
Rosario - sat across from the 
host as she praised him for his 
work.

“What you are doing is so 
important because these girls 
are telling us what they’re 
lives would have been like 
without you,” Degeneres told 
Astacio during the segment.

For Astacio, the appear-
ance on the daytime talk show 
exhibits just how far the soft-

Softball coach receIves $20,000 on Ellen Show
ball program has come.

Astacio joined J.H.S. 22 as a 
P.E. teacher in 2013 and imme-
diately noticed the school had 
its share of fi ghts, especially 
among the female population.

Astacio, who played base-
ball at John F. Kennedy High 
School, decided a softball team 
might be an easy answer to the 
school’s problem.

“I was mistaken,” he said 
with a laugh.

During the 2013-2014 school 
year, only seven girls stepped 
up to join the team.

To make matters worse, 
some of the girls didn’t even 
like each other and the team 
had no real equipment.

“All we had was a cracked 
wiffl e ball bat and a few plas-
tic balls,” said Astacio.

After going into his own 
pocket to buy some more 
equipment, he was able to con-
vince a few more girls to join.

He said the team dealt with 
a lot of dysfunction for the 
fi rst seven months, losing all 
but one of the ten games they 
played.

For the 2014-2015 school 
year, Astacio was much more 
prepared.

During the previous school 
year, he had enlisted  a fund-
raising website called donor-
choose.org to outfi t the team. 

By the second year, he 
raised enough money through 
the site to fully equip the 
team.

In addition, the team roster 
had grown to 20 girls and he 
was able to keep all of them.

That year they went un-
defeated for most of the sea-
son, losing only their last two 
games.

Unfortunately for Astacio, 
while things were going well 
on the fi eld, he was suffering 
off the fi eld.

Doctors found cancer cells 
in his stomach during the 
2014-2015 school year.

He eventually had to share 
his diagnosis with the  team.

“That was the hardest day 
of my life,” said Astacio, who 
had become like a father to 
many of the girls.

According to the coach, 
many of his players had fathers 
with whom they were not close 
to or who had passed away.

Many of the girls told him 
he couldn’t die because he was 
the only father they had, he re-

countered.
Thankfully, in June 2015, 

Astacio received good news  
that the tests revealed he was 
cancer free.

Now things are full speed 
ahead for the Lady Tigers.

Astacio said this year, he 
had 60 girls try out for the 
team.

“I felt so confl icted,” he 
said. “I wanted to keep every-
one but I couldn’t.”

The softball coach plans to 
give the entire $20,000 to the 
Lady Tigers program.

“I knew as soon as Ellen 
handed me that big check that 
day, it was meant for my daugh-
ters in softball,” he said.

Jordan L. Mott Lady Tigers head softball coach Christopher Astacio 
 Photo Courtesy of Chris Astacio
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14oz CUT OF BLACK 
ANGUS PRIME RIB

SOUP OR SALAD, PRIME RIB POTATO, 
VEGETABLES & DESSERT

$1995

PRIME RIB 
TUESDAYS

18oz BLACK ANGUS SHELL STEAK
SERVED ON SIZZLING PLATTER

HOUSE SPECIAL

BEST STEAK
IN THE NECK!

Join us on Easter Sunday
We will be serving Brunch

from 11 am til 2pm
Easter Dinner

From 2pm til 10pm

CELEBRATING 20 YEARS IN BUSINESS!!!!

Yankees Home Opening Game 
Monday, April 10th @ 1pm

Happy Easter
to All our Customers and Friends

From the Clipper Crew

BAR SPECIALS
** 25¢ Wings
** $5 Shrimp or Clams, Irish Nachos, Disco Fries
** Buckets of  Nips Buckets $2 Domestic Pints
** Two drink minimum required for specials.

Throggs Neck

CLIPPER
Home of Good Food & Strong Drinks
A place where strangers are not strangers ... but friends who have yet to meet!
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EARLY BIRD DINNER
Monday–Thursday

4PM–6PM

Soup or Salad,
 Entrée, Coffee & Dessert

SUNDAY BRUNCH
11AM–3PM

Includes choice of Mimosa, 
Bloody Mary or Glass Of Beer

Traditional Irish Breakfast

COMPLETE
LUNCH

MON. – FRI.

$7 BAR LUNCHES
Monday–Friday 12PM–4PM

$2 DOMESTIC
PINTS
Til 6PM

$1495
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at Bronx Community College
 Evening and weekend classes

 English and Spanish classes

 Carpentry, plumbing, electrical, boiler maintenance and HVAC

 Hands-on instruction in an actual “Old House”

 Financial assistance may be available

 Call for information: 718.289.5170

Division of Workforce and Economic Development
www.bcc.cuny.edu/workforce-development

Learn Construction 
Skills cross town

diner

BREAKFAST
LUNCH
DINNER

DELIVERY HOURS
MONDAY - FRIDAY 9AM-11PM
SATURDAY & SUNDAY 8AM-11PM

OPEN 24 HOURS THURSDAY, 
FRIDAY & SATURDAY

718-597-3450
718-597-1978

FAX:
718-597-2097

BY STEVEN GOODSTEIN
Why wait until #ThrowbackThurs-

day when there are now Nostalgia 
Wednesdays?

CASA Restaurant & Lounge, lo-
cated at 3607 E. Tremont Avenue, has 
started hosting Nostalgia Wednes-
days to cater to the 1970 TO 2000 music 
crowd.

From 6 to 11 p.m., CASA will spin 
throwback music, feature movies and 
even commercials from that same pe-
riod to create an atmosphere of nostal-
gia, when fi lms and tunes weren’t as 
accessible as they are today.

Music genres on Nostalgia Wednes-
days include funk/soul and classic 
rock from the 70s, new wave and free-
style from the 80s, alternative rock 
and grunge from the 80s and 90s and 
hip hop, house and R&B from the 90s/
early 2000s.

The restaurant will also play clas-
sic movies including the 1979 action 
thriller The Warriors and the 1987 ro-
mantic dance drama Dirty Dancing. 
Since music will be playing simultane-
ously, the movies will be muted.

CASA will also show vintage com-
mercials from the same time period, 
including the classic slinky commer-
cials from the 60s, 70s and 80s.

“In my opinion, the further back 
you go, the more valuable music be-
comes - because it will never be made 

CASA Lounge introduces ‘Nostalgia Wednesdays’

the same again,” said Rick Quintana, 
also known by his DJ moniker, DJ Me-
nyu, and has been DJing since age ten. 
“The goal of this event was to stand 
out from all of the other bars on East 
Tremont Avenue by hosting some-
thing original. We believe that this 
event will be unique enough to attract 
customers and special enough to keep 
going every Wednesday night.”

Quintana said that he along with 
CASA have promoted the weekly event 

through social media, and also plan to 
host live music in the coming months.

DJ Menyu, a south Bronx-born DJ 
who is also a producer, beatboxer, poet 
and vocalist, has 27 years of experience 
as a DJ and has played numerous ven-
ues in the Bronx and Manhattan, in-
cluding Webster Hall, Santo’s Party 
House, L(e) Poisson Rouge, Carroll 
Place and Public House, among others.

‘The Iron Chef Mixologist’ also 
formed the Spoken Word Poetry Club 

at Cardinal Spellman High School, 
where he has been a teacher for the last 
20 years. The club has been around for 
a dozen years.

What he loves about spinning tunes 
on turntables is the ability to blend 
and mix music from two completely 
difference genres, such as hip hop and 
disco.

“DJ Menyu and I have had good 
conservations about this event - and 
we wanted to create a feel good envi-
ronment for our customers in a retro 
setting,” said Sammy Beltron, owner 
of CASA. “This event is a way for all 
generations to keep in touch with the 
music that helped them become who 
they are today.”

Beltron, also born and raised in the 
south Bronx, originally met Menyu at 
a CASA poetry night four years ago, 
and discovered that Menyu was Sam-
my’s daughter’s teacher at Cardinal 
Spellman.

“He (Menyu) has a real apprecia-
tion for the heritage of the Bronx, 
and that is one of the factors which 
makes him so knowledgable with and 
successful at what he does,” Beltron 
added.

For more information on CASA 
and their Nostalgia Wednesdays, fol-
low them on Instagram @casabx. For 
more information on DJ Menyu, follow 
him on IG @djmenyu.

CASA’s fl yer for ’Nostalgia Wednesdays’. Photo courtesy of CASA
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 Choose One                                                                                                         

Seasoned Fried Calamari
served with marinara sauce 

Sliced Tomato and Mozzarella
with frantoiano olives& roasted red peppers                                                                                     

Zucchini Sticks
served with marinara sauce                               

Coconut Shrimp
served with tartar sauce                                                                                                                                            

Baked Clams Oreganata                                                                                           
chopped clams mixed with seasoned breadcrumbs                                                                                                                 

Golden Fried Chicken Fingers                                                                                        
served with a honey mustard sauce                                                                                                           

Potato Skins Topped with Bacon & Cheddar                                                                                         
served with sour cream

       Choose One                                                                                                                            

Mixed Greens Salad with choice of dressing                                                                                                       
or Soup D’Jour                                                           

        Choose One                                             

Succulent Roast Leg of American Lamb                                                                                    
served with lamb gravy                                                                                                                                      

10 oz. Filet Mignon ( add $5)                                                                                                                                 
served with a mushroom demi glaze                                                                                                                              

Roast Prime Rib of  Angus Beef  (add $5)                                                                                                                  
slow roasted & served with Au jus                                                                                                      

Chicken Franchese                                                                                                                                    
lightly battered & sautéed fi let of chicken with a lemon butter sauce                                                           

Stuffed Filet of Sole                                                                                                                               
seasoned crabmeat wrapped around tender fi lets of sole 

with a light lemon butter sauce                                                                                  
Pistachio Crusted Salmon                                                                                                               

served with a Dijon mustard cream sauce                                                                                                  

Chicken Cordon Bleu
Breaded chicken breast stuffed with ham and cheese and served with

a light cream pan gravy

All above Entrees are served with a choice  of 
potato and creamed spinach and turnips                                                           

Seafood Penne
shrimp, scallops, & sundried tomatoes in a mushroom cream sauce                                                                                 

Choose One                                                                                              
Carrot Cake, Bread Pudding, New York Cheesecake 

Easter Sunday
    Dinner Menu

includes appetizer, salad, 
entrée, dessert, tea/coffee

$35
Mozzarella Sticks with fries 

Chicken Fingers with fries

Mini Sliders with fries

Mini Lamb Dinner
with mashed potato, turnips and lamb gravy

Pasta with butter or marinara sauce

Choice of Chocolate or Vanilla Ice-Cream
Unlimited Soda/Juice or Milk
        

$1095

Restaurant & Bar
4029 East Tremont A 0

The Wicked Wolf
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“Look as beautiful as you are….”

FillersBotox

Must present AD or coupon for offer 
CERTAIN RESTRICTIONS APPLY

Offering
the latest in

Laser Hair Removal     

Botox   

Fillers 

Scleratherapy 

Skin Peel

Electrolysis

Hormone Replacement Therapy

hCG Weight Loss Program

Got Hair?
M E DIC A L  A E S TH E TIC S

3611A East Tremont Ave.  Bronx, NY 347-281-5576

$100 OFF
YOUR FIRST TREATMENT

INTRODUCING KYBELLA BY ALLERGAN

(LIMITED TIME OFFER. FIRST 10 PATIENTS)

Important Safety Information

What is KYBELLA®

KYBELLA® is a prescription medi-
cine used in adults to improve the 
appearance and profile of moderate 
to severe fat below the chin (submen-
tal fat), also called “double chin.” It 
is not known if KYBELLA® is safe 
and effective for use outside of the 
submental area and in children less 
than 18 years of age
Please see additional Important 

Safety Information inside.

Bothered by the 
fullness* beneath 

your chin?
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COMPREHENSIVE CANCER CARE
IGRT RADIATION THERAPYRADIATION THERAPY-CHEMOTHERAPY

IMMUNOTHERAPY-CLINICAL STUDIES

COMPREHENSIVE CANCER CARE

2330 Eastchester Road
(718) 732-4000   Fax: (718) 881-0092

www.EastchesterCenter.com
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BY STEVEN GOODSTEIN
What do Puerto Rico, New Orleans 

and the Bronx all have in common? 
Bomba!

On Saturday, March 19, south 
Bronx-based Bombazo Dance Company 
was featured in the 2017 Congo Square 
Rhythms Festival, an annual festival 
held in New Orleans which celebrates 
culture, heritage and tradition through 
dance and music.

At the festival, company members 
performed a drum and dance circle 
based on Bomba, a traditional musi-
cal style of Puerto Rico which involves 
drummers, dancers and singers and in-
corporates the island’s African, Span-
ish and native (Taino) cultures.

The drum and dance circle, more 
specifi cally, was a presentation of tra-
ditional Afro Puerto Rican Bomba. The 
performance also made connections to 
Bamboula, a similar genre which was 
popular in Congo Square.

This was the second time Bombazo 
Dance Company participated in the 
event, after the organization was fea-
tured in the festival in 2014.

The word ‘Bombazo’ is defi ned as a 
community gathering together to cre-
ate a ‘Bomba jam’ which celebrates life 
through dance, song and rhythm.

“This is a great opportunity for 
those in the borough who want to learn 
about Afro-Rican culture through per-
formance in a non-competitive environ-
ment,” said Concepcion, who founded 
the non-for-profi t dance company in 
2008 and holds Bachelor’s degrees in 
Dance, Biology and Chemistry, as well 
as a Master’s degree in Dance from 
NYU. She is also the organization’s ar-
tistic director. “I want to continue shar-
ing this knowledge and making these 
lessons on culture and heritage acces-
sible to the Bronx - because I am very 
proud of who I am and where I came 
from.”

Concepcion was born in Ponce, 
Puerto Rico and moved to the Bronx 
when she was 17, where she has lived 
ever since. Her father, William L. 

Bronx dance company 
at New Orleans festival

Tucker, was born and raised in New 
Orleans before serving in the military 
as a captain in Puerto Rico, which has 
also brought Milteri full circle with her 
dance company.

“There are a lot of deep roots here - 
for both my company and I,” she added, 
referring to the history of Bomba in 
New Orleans. “It is important that we 
continue to appreciate this part of his-
tory while we teach these rhythms to 
new, upcoming generations.”

Aside from being the company’s 
founder, she is also a Bomba master 
dancer, educator, scholar and award-
winning choreographer.

This past winter, Milteri also pro-
vided Bomba dance workshops to the 
Ashe Cultural  Arts Center and dance 
students from Tulane University. She 
has also performed and/or showcased 
her work at Pregones Theater, Lehman 
Center for the Performing Arts, among 
other venues.

The reception from the festival was 
so strong, Bombazo Dance Company 
was invited to come back to Louisiana 
for another celebratory event in the 
summer at the Whitney Platation in Ed-
gard.

The company’s free drum and dance 
workshops begin on Saturday, April 8, 
with an African drum class at 10 a.m., 
a Bomba drum class at 11 a.m. and a 
Bomba dance class at noon.

Workshops will be held at 345 Brook 
Avenue between 141st and 142nd streets, 
which is also the headquarters location 
of Aspira of New York, Inc., the state’s 
largest Puerto Rican youth non-profi t 
organization, an organization which 
Bombazo Dance Company has part-
nered with for the Bombazo Dance Com-
pany Education Program.

All workshops are free and open to 
the public.  Children under 12 must be 
accompanied by a parent or legal guard-
ian. 

Registration is required by email at 
bombazodanceco@gmail.com. 

For more information, visit www.
bombazodanceco.com

(l-r) Cynthia Paniagua, Noele Phillips, Melissa Escano and Concepcion perform the bomba 
dance at the Congo Square World Rhythms Festival last month. 
 Photo courtesy of Ransom Phelps
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Castle Hill  
Funeral Directors, Inc.

1528 Castle Hill Avenue
Bronx, NY 10462
(718) 828-9222

AFFORDABLE CREMATION & BURIAL PACKAGES

PRE-ARRANGED AND PREPAID SERVICES

LARGE PARKING FACILITY

www.chfuneraldirectors.net

Family Owned for 80 Years

Thomas Guido
Funeral Director

George Farr
Funeral Director

John Ruggiero 
Funeral Director

Marlena Krause LoCicero
Funeral Director

SIRECI 
Family Dental
Your Neighborhood Dentist Since 1983

C A R I N G    A F F O R D A B L E    P A I N L E S S

FREE 
CONSULTATIONS

COME VISIT US 
IN OUR NEW 

MODERN OFFICE

2861 BRUCKNER BLVD.  |  718-829-0455

GENERAL DENTISTRY  
SPECIALTY CARE
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FR
EE Pons Summer

Fresh Extra 
Virgin Olive Oil

W
IT

H 
PL

AN

FRESH HAMBURGER
PRIME LONDON BROIL
ITALIAN SAUSAGE
STUFFED CHICKEN BREAST
CHICKENS
SPARE RIBS
FRESH CALAS

RARE ROAST BEEF
HORMEL HAM (LESS SODIUM)
ROASTED TURKEY BREAST
BOAR’S HEAD HAM
BOAR’S HEAD TURKEY
LAND O’LAKES AMERICAN
HORMEL DOMESTIC SWISS

JUMBO SHRIMP
CLAMS (DOZEN)
LOBSTER TAIL 3oz
TILAPIA FILLET
I.Q.F. SHRIMP (31-40)
SNOW CRAB (JUMBO)
JUMBO BACALAO

$10999
ALL THIS FOR

5 PEOPLE CAN
EAT FOR 5 DAYS

ALL THIS FOR

CADILLAC PLAN

FR
EE Spectrum

Organic Coconut
Oil 54 oz.

5 Pieces Shell Steak
1 1/2 lbs Veal Cutlets
3 lbs CC Pork Chops
6 lbs Chicken (2)
3 lbs Chuck Chop

2 lbs Chuck Filet
2 lbs Sh. London Broil
2 lbs Chicken Cutlets
2 lbs Sh. Lamb Chops
2 lbs Beef Stew
2 lbs Shell Steak
2 lbs Club Steak
2 lbs Chicken Legs
2 Lbs Chicken Breasts
2 lbs Chuck Chop
2 lbs Sausage
2 lbs CC Pork Chops

$14999NEW! SHOP AT HOME SERVICE
NO TIME TO SHOP? LET US DO IT FOR YOU SAME DAY

SERVICE!

La Tourangelle
Avocado Oil
33.6 oz.FR

EE

$9999
ALL THIS FOR

WOW
1 lb Veal Cutlets
2 lbs Chicken Cutlets
2 lbs Chuck Chop
2 lbs Italian Sausage
6 lbs Chicken
3 pcs. Club Steak
2 lbs CC Pork Chops

W
IT

H 
PL

AN

W
IT

H 
PL

AN

1 lb. Hormel Ham
1 lb. Oven Roast Turkey Breast
1 lb. Citero Genoea Salami
1 lb. L O L American Cheese
ALL THIS FOR

COLD CUT FEAST

Sucker Punch
Gormet Pickles
24 oz. Spicy GarlicFR

EE
W

IT
H 

PL
AN

$1999

Mon-Sat 7am - 7pm 

ON PURCHASES OVER $50

www.giordanobigg.com

Leg of Lamb
French Racks of Lamb
Fillet Mignon
Oven Stuffers
Prime Rib Roast
Seasoned Pork Roast
Baby Lamb
Baby Goat

$4.99lb.

$5.99lb.

$3.99lb.

$4.99lb.

3 FOR 15
$3.59lb.

$1.49lb.

$8.99lb.

$4.99lb.

$5.99lb.

$8.99lb.

$8.99lb.

$5.99lb.

$6.99lb.

$9.99lb.

$6.99doz

$5.99ea.

$3.99lb.

$8.50lb.

$12.99lb.

$12.99lb.

FOR EASTER DINNER

CLOSED
EASTER
SUNDAY

Race for Re-Entry has 
partnered with the Bronx 
YMCA to bring FitCamp 
to the Bronx. Created to 
promote healthy living 
within urban commu-
nities where nutrition, 
chronic conditions, ac-
cess to healthcare and 
other health disparities 
exist, the Race for Re-En-
try has also introduced 
the FitCamp aimed to 
motivate and help build 

FitCamp at YMCA
endurance for people 
with a personal or profes-
sional connection to the 
re-entry movement. Held 
at the Bronx YMCA, lo-
cated at 2 Castle Hill Ave-
nue, FitCamp is free now 
until Thursday, April 20, 
and offers participants a 
no-pressure, judgement-
free atmosphere to con-
nect with others who may 
also be hesitant to adopt 
a healthier lifestyle. Af-

ter the Race for Re-Entry, 
FitCamp participants can 
convert to a gym member-
ship at a reduced rate.

 For more information 
about the Race for Re-
Entry FitCamp, send an 
email to fi tcamp@race4r-
eentry. Answers to fre-
quently asked questions 
can be found on the www.
race4reentry.com web-
site where community 
members and organiza-

tions can also go to reg-
ister for the 5K Walk Run 
Bike taking place on Sun-
day, April 23, 2017.

 With its understand-
ing of the importance of 
the re-entry movement 
and healthy living, Bronx 
YMCA executive director 
Sharlene Brown shared, 
“The Bronx Y is inclusive 
of all and supports the 
health and well-being of 
the community.”

The Bronx YMCA has recognized Matthew 
Harms, Bronx branch manager of Capital One and 
Magnus Mayorga as the Volunteer of the Year and 
Youth Volunteer of the Year, respectively, at the 
YMCA of Greater New York Annual General As-
sembly and Volunteer Recognition Ceremony at the 
Marriot Marquis on April 4.

Harms, was born and raised in the Bronx, a 
place he has always called home. Matthew obtained 
his BA in Finance from Iona College and has spent 
most of his career working in banking. He is an avid 
reader and writer and is always seeking ways to use 
his skills to help those in need, which is why he feels 
so comfortable at the Bronx ‘Y’.  Matthew has served 
on the Bronx YMCA Board of Managers for the past 
two years working closely with staff and the Annual 
Campaign.

Mayorga is being honored because of his dedica-
tion and commitment to helping his YMCA commu-
nity grow through leadership. Magnus, 17, has been 
volunteering with the Bronx YMCA youth sports 
basketball program since 2015. Magnus is a bright 
young man in his senior year of high school at Colle-
giate Institute for Math and Science in the Bronx. 

He is very respectful and professional. He is car-
ing of the younger participants who look up to him 
as an additional coach in the program. Magnus’ 
commitment and responsibility has truly made a 
huge impact on the program and the families that 
are served. 

BY FRAN ARICO
The Red Hat Divas were started in Febru-

ary 2005. The group dismanteld in 2014 due to 
the loss of four members and a 5th one who was 
in a serious car accident and on life support for 
three years. 

Recently fi ve previous red hatters suggested 
approached me about starting the group again, 
which will meet once a month. Meetings would 
be at my home or my co-queen’s home  where 
we have lunch, socialize, play bingo or card 
games or lunch at a restaurant.  We discuss 
bus trips for the future to casinos, TV tapings, 
broadway shows and a future 4- day, 3-night 
trip to Wildwood Crest fromTuesday, May 30 to 
Friday,June 2  (details to follow), which is open 
to guests.  

A red hatter wears a red hat and purple 
top. If you are under the age of 50, you wear 
a pink hat and lavender top. On the month of 
your birthday, you can wear a purple hat.  Red  
We tentatively scheduled our fi rst meeting for 
Wednesday, April 26, at noon,. If you would like 
to come to one of our gatherings or want any in-
formation call Fran Arico at (718) 828-5073.

Red Hat Divas 
plan to regroup

A community Easter Egg Hunt will take place on 
Saturday, April 8 from noon to 3 p.m. on the grounds 
of  St. Helena’s, 1315 Olmstead Avenue, sponsored by 
Assemblyman Luis Sepulveda and Senator Ruben 
Diaz. Everyone is welcome to attend.

For further information call (718) 892-3233.

Easter Egg Hunt April 8th

Bronx YMCA selects
Volunteer of the Year
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“Look as beautiful as you are….”

FillersBotox

Must present AD or coupon for offer 
CERTAIN RESTRICTIONS APPLY

Offering
the latest in

Laser Hair Removal     

Botox   

Fillers 

Scleratherapy 

Skin Peel

Electrolysis

Hormone Replacement Therapy

hCG Weight Loss Program

Got Hair?
M E DIC A L  A E S TH E TIC S

3611A East Tremont Ave.  Bronx, NY 347-281-5576

PURCHASE A 

KYBELLA 
TREATMENT PACKAGE 

AND GET A 

FREE AREA OF BOTOX 
(MAXIMUM 25 UNITS)

Important Safety Information

What is KYBELLA®

KYBELLA® is a prescription medi-
cine used in adults to improve the 
appearance and profile of moderate 
to severe fat below the chin (submen-
tal fat), also called “double chin.” It 
is not known if KYBELLA® is safe 
and effective for use outside of the 
submental area and in children less 
than 18 years of age
Please see additional Important 

Safety Information inside.

Bothered by the 
fullness* beneath 

your chin?

POT of GOLD
Sherbee Antiques is a family-owned business that has been 

serving the tri-state area for over 60 years. 
We buy from the full contents of homes and estates 

to single items. We specialize in high-end goods such as 
antiques, art, fi ne porcelain, lighting, bronzes and sculptures. 

We have particular interest in fi ne jewelry, timepieces, 
diamonds, gold and silver. 

If you call we will come to you, free of charge, and evaluate 
what you are selling. We know the value of your possessions 
and are willing to pay top dollar on the spot. Please feel free 
to call seven days a week for a free same day consultation.

You may be sitting on a large fortune. 
Call Sherbee Antiques. They’ll tell you how much.

CALL TODAY 917-748-7622 OR 718-762-7448 
You’ll be glad you did.

Sherbee  Antiques
Est. 1940

hristina’s airwork

LICENSED HAIRSLIST
Call for an interview

718-597-8681

2911 Bruckner Blvd

Bronx 10461

ALSO SPACE FOR RENT W/ PRIVATE ENTRANCE

WANTED

A Trusted Name In The Community For Over 50 Years

CHERICO REAL ESTATE

ONX, NY
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Eviction Prevention Services For Section 8 Tenants
BronxWorks Inc.

E-PIN:  80613P0001002R001

The City of New York’s Department of Housing Preservation and Development intends to exercise 
its renewal option with BronxWorks, Inc. for the provision of Eviction Prevention Services for Sec-
tion 8 Tenants, Boro-wide, in the Bronx. BronxWorks is located at 1130 Grand Concourse, Bronx,
New York 10456. The term of the renewal is from 07/01/2017 to 06/30/2020. The E-PIN Number 
for this renewal is 80613P0001002R001. The proposed dollar value of this renewal is $780,000.
BronxWorks provides a comprehensive program of support/intervention to prevent the incidence 
of homelessness in the Section 8 population.  Services include, in part, short term/crisis interven-
tion/case management and general services to prevent Section 8 families from risk of homeless-
ness due to Section 8 voucher loss; provision of short term financial assistance for rent, mortgage 
or utility payments; provision of voucher recertification workshops; informational sessions on
voucher compliance; housing court workshops; and on-going case management services to el-
derly, disabled and non-English speaking participants. 

Agency Point of Contact regarding provision of a copy of the Contract Summary is:
Mr. Jay M. Bernstein, Deputy Agency Chief Contracting Officer, at E-Mail: jb1@hpd.nyc.gov

    
Bill de Blasio, Mayor

Maria Torres-Springer, Commissioner, HPD

NOTICE OF INTENT TO RENEW CONTRACT

NOTICE OF JOINT PUBLIC HEARING, APRIL 10TH, 2017
INTENT TO AWARD AS A CONCESSION THE RENOVATION, OPERATION AND MAINTENANCE OF A 

PARKING LOT AT ORCHARD BEACH, PELHAM BAY PARK, BRONX TO PARKING SERVICES PLUS, INC.

NOTICE OF A JOINT PUBLIC HEARING of the Franchise and Concession Review Committee and the New 
York City Department of Parks and Recreation to be held on Monday, April 10th, 2017 at 2 Lafayette Street, 14th

Floor Auditorium, Borough of Manhattan, commencing at 2:30 p.m. relative to:
INTENT TO AWARD as a concession the renovation, operation and maintenance of a parking lot at Orchard 
Beach, Pelham Bay Park, Bronx (“Licensed Premises”), for a potential fifteen (15) year term, to Parking Services 
Plus, Inc. Compensation to the City will be as follows: for each operating year, Parking Services Plus, Inc. shall 
pay to the City license fees consisting of the greater of a guaranteed minimum annual fee versus a percentage 
of gross receipts (Year 1: $165,000.00 vs. 15%; Year 2: $165,000.00 vs. 15%; Year 3: $165,000.00 vs. 15%; 
Year 4: $165,000.00 vs. 15%; Year 5: $165,000.00 vs. 15%; Year 6: $735,000.00 vs. 68%; Year 7: $771,750.00 
vs. 68%; Year 8: $810,337.50 vs. 68%; Year 9: $850,854.38 vs. 68%; Year 10: $893,397.09 vs. 68%; Year 11: 
$938,066.95 vs. 68%; Year 12: $984,970.30 vs. 68%; Year 13: $1,034,218.81 vs. 68%; Year 14: $1,085,929.75 
vs. 68%; Year 15: $1,140,226.24 vs. 68%).
A draft copy of the agreement may be reviewed or obtained at no cost, commencing Friday, March 24, 2017, 
through Monday, April 10, 2017, between the hours of 9 am and 5 pm, excluding weekends and holidays at the 
NYC Department of Parks and Recreation, located at 830 Fifth Avenue, Room 313, New York, NY 10065.

Individuals requesting Sign Language Interpreters should contact the Mayor�s Office of Contract Services, Public 
Hearings Unit, 253 Broadway, 9th Floor, New York, NY 10007, (212) 788-7490, no later than SEVEN (7) 
BUSINESS DAYS PRIOR TO THE PUBLIC HEARING.

TELECOMMUNICATION DEVICE FOR THE DEAF (TDD) 212-504-4115

The National Association of Real-
tors® has honored six Realtor® associa-
tions across the country with Community 
Outreach Awards. These awards recog-
nize associations that have worked within 
their communities to make them a better 
place to live and do business.

This is the second time NAR has hon-
ored Realtor® associations with Commu-
nity Outreach Awards. To be considered 
for the award, associations must have 
made use of Realtor® Party Community 
Outreach resources over a two-year pe-
riod to address a challenge facing their 
community, developed partnerships with 
community stakeholders, or involved the 
public in a project or discussion to im-
prove the community. The award recipi-
ents were announced and recognized last 
week at NAR’s 2017 Association Execu-
tives Institute in Denver.

The Bronx 2017 recipient of NAR’s 
Community Outreach Award is:

Bronx-Manhattan North Association of 
Realtors®, New York, under the leader-
ship of Eliezer Rodriguez: Using an NAR 
Placemaking Grant, the association part-
nered with the local Bronx Community 
Board 9 on a public arts project that used 
local artists to create a mural celebrat-

ing notable people from the Bronx, from 
hip-hop pioneers to Supreme Court Jus-
tice Sonia Sotomayor. The mural has con-
tributed to the success of a new pedes-
trian plaza adjacent to a rail transit station. 
Taking advantage of several NAR Smart 
Growth Grants, the association worked 
with Bronx Community Board 9 to un-
dertake long-term planning activities to 
change local land use and zoning. 

For additional information on NAR’s 
community outreach programs and 
awards, visit realtoractioncenter.com/
community-outreach. 

* * *
Lincoln Hospital, 234 E. 149th Street 

(at Morris Avenue) in the conference cen-
ter area, is hosting “Immigrant Health 
Care Rights” panel discussions on Tues-
day, April 11, from 6:30 to 8:30 p.m. in the 
conference center, to help educate immi-
grant communities and provide access 
to information and resources. The forum 
will address a variety of important health 
care topics affecting immigrants, such as 
health care rights, access to care, ser-
vices and programs for immigrants, and 
privacy concerns regarding immigration 
status. 

Participants will also have access to 

on-site legal experts and the opportunity 
to sign-up for health insurance. Represen-
tatives from NYC Health + Hospitals, the 
Mayor’s Offi ce of Immigrant Affairs, New 
York Immigration Coalition, and New York 
Legal Assistance Group will be part of a 
panel discussion, followed by audience 
questions.

 Forums will provide information and 
resources on the following: Legal rights of 
immigrants; ways immigrants can access 
health care; immigrants’ right to privacy 
programs and services available, regard-
less of immigration status; tools for pro-
tecting immigrants’ access to health care; 
access to on-site legal experts; and ppor-
tunity to sign-up for health insurance

Translation available in Spanish and 
French.

* * *
MST Services, an international leader 

in the fi eld of serving at-risk youth and 
families, has honored Remy Schonhaut 
with an award for her work as MST-CAN 
supervisor at The Bronx Children’s Aid 
Society.

 MST Services administers the global 
dissemination of the evidence-based 
treatment model known as Multisystemic 
Therapy, commonly referred to as MST, 
and presents their Whatever It Takes 
Award each year to individuals and orga-
nizations who demonstrate positive out-
comes for youth and families undergoing 
MST. MST is internationally recognized 
for being one of the world’s most effective 
treatment models for serious, violent and 
continual juvenile offenders.

In her current role, Remy serves fami-
lies who have indicated a case of physical 
abuse or neglect as a direct referral from 
ACS. She is responsible for providing clin-
ical supervision to her team of three thera-
pists and a crisis case worker, as well as 
developing and maintaining ongoing re-
lationships with stakeholders in order to 
ensure collaboration in treatment and to 
maintain a high utilization.

 The Whatever It Takes Award is given 
on an annual basis to an individual or 
team who has demonstrated creative, 
out-of-the-box thinking, persistence and 
dedication to do “whatever it takes” to ac-
complish positive outcomes for youth and 
their families undergoing MST. Awards 
are based on feedback from the families 
about their experience with MST and are 
presented to those teams and therapists 
who rank in the top one percent among 
their peers in 12 different countries.

* * *
The New York City Department of 

Sanitation announced the fi rst fi ve 2017 
dates for the Department’s annual SAFE 
(Solvents, Automotive, Flammables, and 
Electronics) Disposal events. The events 
provide City residents with a one-stop 
drop-off to safely dispose of potentially 
harmful household products. Last year, 
more than 1,110 tons of material was col-
lected. This year, the fi rst event is Sunday, 
April 2 in Brooklyn.

Household products such as pesti-
cides, strong cleaners, mercury-contain-
ing devices, paints, automotive fl uids, 
and medications may be brought to the 

drop-off events. Residents can also bring 
electronics, which may no longer be left 
for curbside collection due to a New York 
state law.

To identify harmful products, look for 
items marked DANGER, WARNING, POI-
SON, or CAUTION. Please also bring 
other materials stored in your home that 
you know may be harmful. Only NYC resi-
dential waste will be accepted.

The Bronx event is on  Saturday, May 
13, at the Orchard Beach Parking Lot. Fol-
low Park Drive to the end

All events are rain or shine, from 10 
a.m. to 4 p.m.

Examples of Accepted Items: au-
tomotive products such as motor oil, 
transmission fl uid, and auto batteries; 
personal care items like unwanted medi-
cines or cosmetics; thermometers; sy-
ringes (clearly labeled and packaged in 
a “sharps” container or other leak proof, 
puncture-resistant container); household 
products such as pesticides, paint, haz-
ardous cleaners, compact fl uorescent 
light bulbs; electronics, such as comput-
ers, televisions, and printers.

Materials collected are either recycled, 
blended for fuel, or sent to licensed haz-
ardous waste treatment facilities for safe 
disposal.

Electronics are responsibly recycled 
or refurbished for reuse through e-cy-
cleNYC.

Unwanted medications are managed 
by environmental police and incinerated 
to prevent unintentional poisonings or en-
try into the water supply.

 DSNY relies on several partners and 
contractors to make these events a suc-
cess, including the NYC Department of 
Parks and Recreation, Columbia Univer-
sity, Teachers College, Covanta Energy, 
Electronic Recyclers International, and 
Veolia ES Technical Solutions.

 For those unable to participate in 
these events, visit www.nyc.gov/safedis-
posal or contact 311 for other year round 
options to handle auto products, batter-
ies, cell phones, electronics, fl uorescent 
lamps, latex paint, mercury devices, and 
syringes.

* * *
Mosholu Montefi ore Community Cen-

ter and Children’s Hospital at Montefi ore, 
in partnership with J Train Wellness, an-
nounce that registration is now open for 
the B’N Fit Annual POWER Walk, which 
will be held on Saturday, May 6 at the New 
York Botanical Garden, 2900 Souther 
Boulevard, from 9 a.m. to noon.

Registration begins at 8:30 a.m. Walk 
fees are $10 per person. Raise $50 and 
walk for free.

 Create a team and invite family, friends 
and colleagues to join! The team or indi-
vidual that raises the most in donations 
will receive a $100 gift card and a B’N Fit 
Trophy!

 Registration is online at www.mmcc.
org. Click on the walk under the fundrais-
ing/events tab on our home page.  All pro-
ceeds will benefi t the B’N Fit POWER Pro-
gram. The B’N Fit POWER program is a 
joint program of MMCC, CHAM, and The 
Montefi ore School Health Program. 

NAR’s Community Outreach Award winner

• Immigrant Health Car Rights Discussion At Lincoln Hospital

• MST Services Awards Supervisor At Bronx Children’s Aid Society

•Sanitation’s SAFE Disposal Events/Monte’s B’N Fit POWER Walk
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THE THROGGS

3602/3604 East Tremont Avenue  

Check Out These
Stores In The

Throggs Neck Mall!

TAILS ARE WAGGIN' AND PETS ARE BRAGGIN'

3604 A E.Tremont Ave.

347-680-5921 347-680-5929
ALL SERVICES BY APPOINTMENT ONLY

$300OFF
WITH COUPON ONLY

FEBRUARY AND MARCH SPECIAL DOOGIE SPA TREATMENT

Shih-Tzu, Maltese and Yorkie!!
INCLUDES BATH WITH OATMEAL SHAMPOO AND OATMEAL CONDITIONER

HAIR TRIM, NAILS CUT AND EARS CLEANED

$50Starting
At

A2z Construction Group
Inc.

347-287-1593

AMSTERDAM AIR COOLING

212-787-7700

   Commercial $ Residential

    upon request

COMING SOON
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See what the Throggs Neck Mall is all about!
You can sit and dine in our cozy courtyard. 
Order from the best smokehouse in the 
Bronx at the Alley Cat Smokehouse.NECK MALL

Offi ce/Retail Space Available in the Mall Call 917-232-2375

(2nd Floor) Suite 204

Lessons on all Instruments
Beginners & Intermediate

Repairs, Recordings, Video

Live Bands
Disc Jockeys Available
Call 646-261-0170
    or 646-331-9707
for free consultation or
www.justnutsmusic.net

Want to play an instrument?
Just Nuts Music School

THE STYLIST &

THE BARBER

The Throggs Neck Mall

3602 E. Tremont Avenue

Bronx, NY 10465

718-684-1191

50% OFF
First Color Service

Chair Rental
Looking for stylist, barbers and/or nail tech with a following

Eyelash Extensions

Stylist: Jen  Barber: JayWOMEN MEN

Top Producer

Free Home Evaluation. Get Top Dollar For Your House. Let Us Sell Your Home

917-957-6800

GOOD RENTERS SEEKING ONE BEDROOM, TWO BEDROOM AND 
THREE BEDROOM APARTMENTS. LIST YOUR APARTMENT WITH US.

COMMERCIAL SPACE

APARTMENTS / HOUSES FOR RENT
Throggs Neck.  3+ bedroom spacious duplex. Laundry in unit. $2650
Bedford Pk Area. 1 bedroom. $1425
3 bedroom/2 bath.  Throggs Neck-Pelham Bay. Laundry in building $2150.

718-684-1191
 TS    MO SAL N  

Eyebrow * Waxing * Threading * Eyelash * Tinting * 
F i l

Open 7 Days
9:30am - 7:30pm

347-455-0198

Eyebrow Threading

Only $5

Throggs Neck Mall.  E Tremont Ave.  Offi ces available.  400-1200 Sq Ft. 
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BY MARY JANE MUSANO
Thank you to all of our 

members, friends and guests 
that attended our March meet-
ing.  It was an awful, rainy, cold 
and windy day but in spite of 
the bad weather we had great 
attendance and a very informa-
tive meeting.

We had four guest speakers 
who brought us lots of useful 
information.  Dan Hogle from 
Senator Jeff Klein’s offi ce spoke 
about what is happening at P.S. 
14.  He was reporting about a 
meeting with the School Con-
struction Authority. 

Dan, Andrew and I were at 
that meeting and we brought 
community concerns to their 
attention and Dan was dissemi-
nating that information.  If you 
have a child that is attending 
that school, you really should 
get involved and keep informed 
about what is going on there.  
One of our major concerns is 
the possibility of a toxic site that 

could be caused by old oil tanks 
on the school property.  The 
other concerns are the traffi c 
problems and the replacement 
of the mature trees that were 
taken down.  We invite you to 
express your concerns.  Call 
me at (718) 792-6385.

John Cerini, the Bronx Tax 
Man, spoke about tax saving 
ideas, insurance and ways in 
which you can contest the as-
sessment on your house.  This 
is very important because, as 
you know, when your assess-
ment goes up your taxes will 
follow.  After the tax season 
ends, John invites you to call 
his offi ce with questions.  He 
can be reached at (718) 829-1040.  
John also brought two bottles 
of wine to be given away along 
with our 50/50.  Thanks, John.

Nikos Kritikos spoke about 
the new neighborhood watch 
program called Community 
On Patrol.  Volunteers for this 
program will be the eyes and 

ears of the streets for the 45th 
Precinct.  Please go to www.
CommunityOnPatrol.org  to 
get more information.  The 
more eyes and ears we have the 
safer our community will be, 
so please consider joining.

Captain Carlos Ghonz, the 
new CO of the 45th Precinct, 
spoke at our meeting and an-
swered questions.   He touched 
on many subjects and, as usual, 
our members had lots of sug-
gestions on how to make our 
streets safer.  Our new CO be-
lieves that police offi cers and 
community residents must 
work in unison.  That is also 
the belief of most residents in 
our community.  We must show 

mutual respect, communicate 
and work hard together for the 
same goals.

Of course, this goal would 
be easier to attain if we had 
more police offi cers and also 
more residents that are di-
rectly involved.  The best way 
to increase our allotment of po-
lice offi cers is to call 311 or 911 
when you see a crime happen-
ing.  Dollars and offi cers are al-
lotted by the volume of calls to 
911 and 311. 

It is important to remem-
ber to call 911, not the 45th Pre-
cinct.  Don’t think someone else 
will make the call and don’t be 
afraid to call.  You do not need 
to be sure a crime is in prog-
ress, you just need to suspect 
that it is.  It is better to make 
the call and have it be nothing 
than not to make the call and 
let a criminal get away.

You should also use 311 to 
report a crime or other danger-
ous situations.  Use 311 if it is 

not an immediate emergency.  
When you call 311, you must get 
a complaint number so that the 
information can be tracked.  
You should call 311 to fi nd out 
the result of your call.

The volume of 311 and 911 
calls are used to decide how 
many offi cers we need in our 
community, which is viewed as 
a low crime area and does not 
receive the number of offi cers 
it needs to cover the huge area 
that must be covered. 

Do you want more offi cers?  
In order to achieve this goal, 
we must be actively involved.  
If someone steals something 
from your yard, must make a 
complaint.  If someone takes 
something from your car, make 
a complaint.  If you hear blast-
ing car radios, make a com-
plaint.  Don’t be afraid.  You 
have a right to a good quality 
of life.  Let’s work together to 
make our community the very 
best it can be.

NYC Parks Department’s 
Mike Holoszyc and Ismael Guz-
man from Partnerships for 
Parks will be joining Dorothy 
Poggi, president of Friends of 
Ferry Point Park to arrange 
the Annual It’s My Park Days.

We will welcome around 200 
volunteers who will clean the 

waterfront of debris and possi-
bly some other projects.     

The following two schools 
have been working with us 
for over fi ve years and enjoy 
their community service while 
achieving appreciated main-
tenance of this waterfront and 
park. The students usually 

start cleanup at 10:30 a.m. and 
fi nish at 11:30 a.m., eat and play 

ball ‘til 12:30 p.m. then clean up 
and load buses and leave by 1 
p.m. Call Dotti at (917) 741-2768  
if you want to help lead the stu-
dents, take photos or just enjoy 
the days.

On Thursday, April 20 10 
a.m. to 1 p.m. Lehman HS Cam-
pus (Pelham Labs) students; on 

Friday May 26, the day before 
Memorial Day Weekend, Adlai 
E. Stevenson High School Cam-
pus (Millennium Art Acad-
emy); and on Saturday, June 
3 a group from Illinois may be 
bringing boats and up to 1500 
adult volunteers to also clean 
our waterfront.

BY ARTHUR CUSANO
“Coffee is an art form,” 

explains Mario D’Agostino, 
owner of The Miles Coffee Bar.  
“There’s a science to how the 
plant is grown, how it’s trans-
ported, how it’s roasted, and 
how it’s ultimately ground 
and put into a cup and that’s 
something we take very seri-
ously.”

D’Agostino, a 36-year-old 
Bronx native, is the owner 
of  the popular Muscle Maker 
Grill at 4041 E. Tremont Ave-
nue in 2010. 

When the barber shop lo-
cated next door to the grill 
closed, D’Agostino said he 
grabbed the opportunity to 
pursue his passion: coffee.

“Customers would eat (at 
Muscle Maker Grill) and say it 
would be nice if we served cof-
fee, so that made me think cof-
fee could work well next door,” 
he said.

The cafe gets its coffee 
beans from Sweetleaf Coffee 
Roasters in Brooklyn, shipped 
fresh from Columbia weekly 
to be roasted. 

Staff underwent extensive 
training on how to brew the 
best cup of joe. 

Miles Coffee Bar brings artisan brew to TN

The staff at the new Miles Coffee Bar on East Tremont Avenue is serving gourmet coffee drinks and fresh baked 
goods at their shop adjacent to Muscle Maker Grill. Arthur Cusano

They have also invested in 
high-tech coffee grinding ma-
chines from Europe designed 
to make the best possible cup 
of coffee.

In addition to cafe favorites 
such as cappuccinos, lattes, 
macchiato and Americanos, 
they will soon introduce a 
cold-brewed coffee. 

 Also on the menu are or-
ganic teas and light breakfast 
and lunch offerings featuring 
baked goods made in-house.  

D’Agostino said his coffee 
is a medium blend that will 
appeal to most people. 

The café may add darker 
or lighter blends in time, but 
D’Agostino said the caffeine 

kick of their house blend is al-
ready stronger than popular 
chain coffee blends. 

Just don’t ask for decaf – 
the café is not investing in the 
machinery needed for decaf 
just yet.

“For us to do decaf, we 
would have to get a whole new 
set of machinery just to grind 

decaf,” he said. “But we do 
have decaf tea.”

The café is expected to have 
its liquor license by the end of 
May that would allow them to 
also serve a curated selection 
of beers and wines.  

But while the cafe might 
host live entertainment at 
some point, they hope to main-
tain a low-key atmosphere 

“We don’t want to become 
a bar - we want to be a place 
where you can actually hold 
a conversation with your 
guests,” he said. 

East Tremont has not had 
a locally owned upscale coffee 
shop, and D’Agostino said he 
hoped the shop would serve as 
a gathering place for the com-
munity, and said he hoped to 
eventually host events featur-
ing local artists, possibly in 
the backyard that will open 
when the weather warms up. 

But for now, their focus is 
on coffee.

“The star of the show is our 
coffee,” D’Agostino said. “Once 
you understand what we’re do-
ing with our coffee, you’ll get a 
better grasp on how much love 
and passion we put into our 
pastries and food.”
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Thank you to Grand Marshal Derek Woods and the 

Religious Honorees Sr. Peggy Gannon, O.P., Sr. 

Betty McLaughlin, O.P., and Sr. Joan Marie O’Leary, 

O.P. who led the 19th Annual Throggs Neck St. 

Patrick’s Day Parade, and for their support of the 

Parade.  The Parade Committee is grateful to have 

had such wonderful people lead the Parade!  

 

Thank you to the families of the Honorary Grand 

Marshals who allowed us to recognize their loved 

ones for their accomplishments and contributions 

to the Bronx. Thank you to the families of Mar-

garet Albin, Patrick Boyle, Veronica Christensen, 

Mary Fitzsimons, Teresa Fitzsimons, Eleanor Kelly, 

Arleen Knapp, Mary McEnery, Jack Mullane, Jack 

O’Connor, Kathy O’Sullivan, John Quinn, Dennis 

Raftery, Jr., Sal Randazzo, Daniel Smith, John Steel, 

and Barbara Wynne. 

Thank you to St. Benedict’s Church, Parish, choir, 

ushers and Knights of Columbus for hosting us, and 

especially to Fr. Norton for starting our day with a 

beautiful Mass.  

Thank you to Jim McQuade and his family and the 

Schuyler Hill Funeral Home for underwriting the cost 

of the breakfast. The McQuade Family’s support of 

the Parade is so amazing, year after year.

Thank you to Manhattan Beer Distributors for their 

continued support of the Parade and the sponsor-

ship banners.  

 

Thank you to Kevin Walsh for helping with the 

breakfast supplies and to the wonderful volunteers 

who once again served breakfast to hundreds after 

Mass.  They don’t do it for the thanks, but we’d be 

lost without them!  Thanks to Dan O’Connor, Robert 

“Beefman” Engel, Robert Johnson, Brendan Golden, 

Eileen Albin, Donna Callahan, Gina Guzman, Colleen 

Rogers-Lewis, Jamie McKillop, Katie O’Brien and 

Mike, Marge Tobin, John Tyrell, Michael Crorkin, 

Aidan & Slater O’Brien, Andy & Chris O’Connor, Jodi 

Lewis, Kevin, Tara, Collette and Jamie Sheehan, and 

Michael Rodrigues.  Thank you to the Marina del 

Rey who prepared the food gratis, that was served 

at breakfast and a special thank you to Barrino’s 

Market.

Thank you to the sponsors, the elected officials, the 

families and friends of the Honorees, the bands, 

schools, organizations, businesses and other 

marchers, all of whom made the Parade so grand! 

We are proud to say 20 bands and over 50 groups 

joined the March this year. We appreciate your faith 

and support! 

 

Thank you to Laurie Galioto, the Line of March 

Chairman, who helped guide the marchers, and for 

his tireless work on the Journal and other important 

endeavors.  Also, special thanks to Kevin and Lisa 

Walsh for a day full of Journal deliveries and for 

jumping in where needed!    

A special welcome and thank you to Captain Carlos 

Ghonz of the 45th Precinct, the officers of the 45th 

Precinct and all other precincts of the NYPD for 

their hard work to make sure everyone was safe 

during the Parade and when the green line was 

being painted on Tremont Avenue. We also want to 

thank 45th Precinct Community Affairs Officers John 

Souhrada and Hannah Rahn.  

Also thank you to Lieutenant John Donnellan, who 

coordinated the event and Assistant Chief Larry W. 

Nikuen, Patrol Borough Bronx. 

Thank you to the NYC Parks Department, and

especially Bronx Parks Commissioner Iris

Rodruguez-Rosa, her Chief of Staff, Michelle Mar-

tell, Director of Special Events, Lisa Johansen and 

Maria Bortoluzzi for all of their help. 

Thank you to Jim McQuade and Chris Dalton for 

their superb emceeing at the Reviewing Stand and

thank you to Jim McQuade for also providing the 

beautiful horse and carriage to carry our Honorees. 

Thanks also to the McGill Family of Chateau Stables 

for their ‘benevolent” pricing.  

 

Thank you to Barbara Miller, our very gifted friend 

and seamstress who made the beautiful sashes for 

our Grand Marshals. Barbara, you are an expert at 

your craft and we appreciate your commitment – 

especially this year and even long distance!

 

Thank you to Richie Rethorn who created the lovely 

artwork for our Parade Journal cover and com-

memorative t-shirts.  

 

Thank you to Peggy Vega and the local establish-

ments and businesses who worked hard to sell the 

commemorative t-shirts. 

 

Thank you to the flag hangers who diligently hung 

the Irish and American flags on Tremont Avenue – 

John Curtin, Joe Donovan Jr. and Sr., John Dono-

van, Willie Frano, Leo Kibler Jr., Danny Kimmel, 

Aidan O’Brien, P.O. John Souhrada, John Tyrell Jr. 

and Sr., and Kevin Walsh. This multi-generational 

crew was out there freezing together this year and 

their hard work helped make sure Tremont was alive 

with the pride of Ireland and the USA!  

Thank you to the Donovan family for supplying their 

convertibles, and being the chauffeurs.

Thank you to Joe Mondello of Wide Area Communi-

cations for his work with the sound system. 

 

Thank you to Jerry Landi of Amuck Duck Produc-

tions for recording the day’s events for us.

 

Thank you to Seamus Carey, Kathy Gallagher and 

the staff of the Wicked Wolf for hosting the Parade 

Committee meetings week after week. Your hospi-

tality is always appreciated.

Thank you to the thousands of people who lined 

the Parade Route to cheer on the marchers and 

provided an amazing atmosphere – despite the chill 

in the air! This Parade is always held the Sunday 

before St. Patrick’s Day, rain or shine – so plan to 

join us again next year for our 20th Annual Parade 

on Sunday, March 11, 2018.  The spectators make 

the day fantastic!

 

Thank you to everyone who purchased a page in 

the Journal, bought a t-shirt, and gave their time 

and energy to make this year’s Throggs Neck St. 

Patrick’s Day Parade so special!

Parade t-Shirts are on sale for $20 – contact 

TNBA342@aol.com if you are interested

As you can see, it took so many people to make this 

Parade a reality. We can’t possibly thank everyone 

by name, but we certainly appreciate the hard work 

and effort! This is a proud Bronx event and we are 

so pleased to be a part of this amazing community.

Platinum Sponsors
($1,000.00 and above)

NYS Assemblyman Michael Benedetto
Brewski’s Bar & Grill

Joseph R. Byrne 
US Congressman Joseph Crowley

The Frano Family
Manhattan Beer Distributors

Marina del Rey Caterers
The Martz Family

The McCooey Family
The McQuade Family - Schuyler Hill 

Funeral Home
Law Offices of Joseph A. Romano

The Wicked Wolf Restaurant
Patrick J. Wynne, Esq.

Emerald Sponsors
($500.00 to 999.99)

The Chippewa Democratic Club
Liffey Van Lines 

McDonald’s 
The Sullivan Family 
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Dementia describes a 
group of signs and symptoms 
related to the loss of memory 
and thinking that keep a per-
son from doing their normal 
activities. Alzheimer’s dis-
ease is the most common type 
of dementia. Though there 
are medications available to 
treat some of the symptoms of 
Alzheimer’s disease, there is 
not anything yet that can stop 
or modify its progression. 

Risk factors for Alzheim-
er’s disease include: getting 
older (65+), family history, or 
having certain types of genes 

by Healthy Seniors CLiCO Dementia and alzheimer’s disease
that infl uence the develop-
ment of the disease. 

Ten warning signs and 
symptoms of the disease are: 
1) Memory loss that affects 
daily activities, 2) diffi culty 
completing familiar tasks, 
3) new problems with words 
in speaking and writing, 4) 
confusion with time/place, 
5) decreased or poor judge-
ment, 6) challenges in plan-
ning or solving problems, 7) 
misplacing things and losing 
the ability to retrace steps, 8) 
changes in mood or behavior, 
9) personality change, and 10) 

loss of interest/initiative (Al-
zheimer’s Association, 2017). 
Please know that any one of 
these does not mean you have 
dementia, but if you are hav-
ing trouble functioning be-
cause of memory loss you 
should see your healthcare 
provider. 

We know how important 
it is to stay healthy and get 
regular checkups. Some clini-
cal trials have shown that be-
ing active and taking part in 
activities that challenge you 
mentally and physically may 
have a preventive effect on 

memory. Other studies have 
found that high blood pres-
sure, high cholesterol, and 
smoking may increase the 
risk for cognition or memory 
problems.

If you are concerned that 
you or your loved one may be 
experiencing signs and symp-
toms of Alzheimer’s disease, 
it is very important that you 
see your doctor or nurse prac-
titioner for an evaluation.

For more information on 
Alzheimer’s disease and re-
lated dementias, call your 
local RAIN Center for a list 

of classes. You can also see 
these links: https://www.nia.
nih.gov/alzheimers/publica-
tion/alzheimers-disease-fact-
sheet

ht t p://w w w.a l z .org /a l-
zheimers_disease_what_is_
alzheimers.asp

Help us teach older adults 
in the Bronx about health 
and wellness in the commu-
nity. Contact Mr. Jeff Lucas, 
Project Manager at R.A.I.N. 
@347-202-8805 for more in-
formation.Sponsored by: The 
Hartford Institute for Geriatric 
Nursing at NYU and R.A.I.N.

The Northeast Bronx 
Deanery  35th Annual Mar-
ian Day celebration will be 
held at St. Lucy’s Church, 
located at Bronxwood and 
Mace avenues, on Sunday, 
May 7, at 4:30 p.m.   

St. Lucy Church’s 35th Annual 
Marian Day celebration May 7th

The celebration will fea-
ture  Benediction and exposi-
tion of the Blessed Sacrament 
and recitation of the rosary.  

Fr. Brendan A. Fitzgerald, 
regional dean  and the pastor 
of St. Barnabas parish, will 

lead the prayer service.   
An outdoor procession to 
the Scala Sancta grotto will 
culminate in the crowning 
of the Blessed Mother.   

For information call 
(718) 882-0710.

Social Welfare Club of
Edgewater to host Easter 
lunch Sunday, April 9th

The Social Welfare Club of 
Edgewater Park will host an 
Easter lunch on Sunday, April 
9, at 1 p.m.

Included in the day’s event 
will be prizes, raffl es, baskets 
with all kinds of nice things to 

win in their Penny Sale.
Cost is $10 for adults and 

$5 for children ages 6 to 10 
years of age. Children under 5 
yearws of age are free.

Call Dottie at (917) 653-6111 
or Zayra at (718) 772-7673.

BY CHRYS NAPOITANO
I have always believed that 

life is all about perception.  If 
you see the world as a scary 
place, with conspiracy around 
every corner, not trusting 
your fellow man or your gov-
ernment, then it is a scary 
place.  If you see the world as 
a beautiful place, fi lled with 
a tapestry of people working 
together, then it is beauti-
ful.  That’s not to say that one 
shouldn’t be realistic, inquis-
itive or introspective – you 
must be all those things.

But personally, I would 
rather be positive and share 
my space with like minded 
folks.  People that see problems 
and instead of blaming some-
one else, they think, “How do 
we fi x this?”  Those are the 
people that become teachers, 
start community gardens and 
food kitchens and sometimes 
the people that run for politi-
cal offi ce.  They are artists 
and poets and writers and mu-
sicians.  They are doctors and 
nurses and lawyers and public 
servants.  

And they are defi nitely the 
people at Just Food Confer-
ence.  In my last article, we 
talked about two of the work-
shops that Sherrill Cropper 
and I attended.  Barb Roman, 
our fellow CSA coordinator, at-
tended a workshop, ‘This Land 
is Our Land: Keeping NYC’s 

Vibrant Growing Spaces’.  The 
workshop was led by Mara 
Kravitz, director of Partner-
ships with 596 Acres.  

What is 596 Acres?  They 
are a NYC’s Community Land 
Access Advocates.  City land 
that is occupied by commu-
nity gardens, urban farms 
are at constant risk of being 
moved out and replaced by de-
velopment.  596 Acres helps 
these organizations get their 
land permanently preserved 
via land trusts or conveyance 
to the NYC Parks Department.  
For example, the Locust Point 
Civic Association property is 
NYC Parks Department land 
and can never be turned into 
anything other than what it 
is.  It can never be developed 
or turned into housing.

Here’s Barb’s report: In 
this session, the caretakers of 
several NYC community gar-
den spaces posed the question, 
“Who holds the deed to public 
lands owned by the city”, and 
this grounded the workshop.  
A member of the Mandela 
Garden in Harlem described 
how they were given access 
to a .2 acre paved plot in 2013.  
Over the course of a year, they 
cleared the lot and created a 
community space complete 
with a BBQ area.  In February 
2017, they learned that the lot 
was now being offered to de-
velopers for ‘affordable hous-

ing’.  Their fi ght has now be-
gun.

The Elizabeth Street Gar-
den in Little Italy is under the 
purview of NYC Department 
of Citywide Administrative 
Services.  It is the only com-
munity space in the area and 
since 2013 there have been 
four public hearings resulting 
in four resolutions by the com-
munity and the community 
board supporting the park.  
However, the local council-
man and the mayor oppose it.  
A letter writing campaign of 
over 5,500 letters to date sup-
porting the park continues.

On the other end of the 
spectrum, the Green Val-
ley Community Garden and 
Farmers Market in Browns-
ville, Brooklyn won their 
space after a year of fi ght-
ing.  It is an actual farm com-
plete with bees and chickens.  
Their hoop house allows them 
to extend the growing season 
that supports community resi-
dents and ensures the elderly 
are getting fresh produce that 
is otherwise very diffi cult to 
obtain.  Their next challenge 
is to include hydroponics.

The Elder Street Garden 
in Bushwick, Brooklyn took 
over a lot formerly occupied 
by a non profi t organization.  
They created a lovely commu-
nity garden, but in January 
2015, a battle ensued over an 
illegal transference of the title 
by a former board member of 
the original non profi t organi-
zation.  596 Acres is currently 
supporting this litigation.  

The Joseph Daniel Wilson 
Memorial Garden in Harlem 
has been in existence since 
1985.  It consists of eight nar-
row city lots and in 1996, 
GrowNYC secured the land as 
long as it was used for garden-
ing.  Fruit trees were planted, 
a People’s Market was devel-
oped and a large CSA operates 
from the garden.  Now the city 
is looking to take it back with 
eminent domain. Their fi ght 
goes on.

Merrick-Marsden Neigh-
bors Association is a Brook-
lyn-Queens land trust that is 
no longer at risk, thanks to 
596 Acres.  They are now two 
gardens with a 501c3 that re-
lieved them of their tax bur-
den.  Their work is safe and 
they can continue to grow.

Overall, the city has lots 
that have been abandoned and 
to prove the point, one of the 
active gardeners distributed 
38 pages of listings that we 
held up collectively.  Seeing it 

in such tangible terms makes 
us all aware of just how impor-
tant it is to maintain the exist-
ing lots that are bringing won-
derful gardens where there 
would otherwise be none.  The 
locating of new lots is an on-
going struggle, but certainly 
worth working towards.

Thanks Barb!  
As a member of the New 

York State Community Gar-
dens Work Group, I can tell 
you that one of our goals is 
to assist the state in creating 
ways to transfer development 
rights to protect existing gar-
dens, encourage donating or 
leasing lands for gardens and 
create zoning codes, land use 
laws or policies to encourage 
gardens.  

I am so glad that Barb was 
able to attend this workshop.  
This workshop covered gar-
dens that ran the gamut in 
terms of where they are in 
their legal battles, its clear 
that we have voice in keeping 
these gardens in existence and 
that our vote counts.  If any-
one is interested, check out 
John Hopkins Center for a Liv-
able Future’s May 2016 study, 
Vacant Lots to Vibrant Plots.  
You can google it or email me 
at cnapolitano491@gmail.com 
for the link to the report.

In the meantime, be the 
change you want to see in the 
world.
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Over 150 people made Our Lady of the Assumption School’s Gym Res-
toration Family Basketball Night a real ‘slam dunk’ on Saturday, April 1. 
The fun-fi lled evening consisted of six games comprised of different age 
groups with the fi nal two matches including parents and OLA staff com-
peting against older children. Approximately $2,400 was raised and will 
go directly toward restoring the Pelham Bay-based elementary school’s 
gymnasium.  

OLA Gym OLA Gym 
Restoration Family Restoration Family 

Basketball NightBasketball Night

Young OLA basketball players were excited to compete in Saturday’s game. Photo by Fernando Justiniano

(l-r) John Paul Barnaba, OLA principal; Elisa Petro and Catherine 
Mancusi recorded how many funds were raised for the school’s gym 
restoration as the night progressed. Photo by Fernando Justiniano

OLA fathers lent their support and cheered their children on from the 
sidelines. 
 Photo by Fernando Justiniano

OLA basketball players proudly 
displayed their medals after their 
victory. Photo by Fernando Justiniano

(l-r) Volunteer referees Dylan 
Piedra, Samantha Justiniano and 
Tiffany Rondon made sure the 
games ran smoothly. 
 Photo by Fernando Justiniano
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Action
Association

Clean your house the natural way
Many cleaning products 

have chemicals that can be 
bad for our health. Instead, 
clean with natural products 
that are better for your health. 
The next time you clean, try 
these easy blends:

Bath tubs and shower tiles:
• Wipe down your tub and 

tiles with white vinegar. 
• Sprinkle baking soda on 

your tub and tiles. Bubbles 
will start to form. 

• After 20 minutes, scrub 
with a wet sponge. For tougher 
stains, scrub with a tooth-
brush or scrub brush.

• Rinse your tub and tiles 
with water. 

Dishwasher:
• Pour ½ cup of white vin-

egar into the soap slot of your 
dishwasher. 

• Run your dishwasher 
with no dishes. 

Coffee maker: 
• Mix 1 cup of white vinegar 

and 1 cup of water. Pour the 
mix into the water chamber of 
your coffee machine. 

• Turn on your coffee ma-
chine to brew but don’t put cof-
fee in it.

• Turn off your coffee ma-
chine half way through the cy-
cle. Let it sit for 1 hour. 

• Turn your coffee machine 
back on and let it fi nish. 

• Run your coffee machine 
3 more times with just water 
to wash out the vinegar. 

Pots and pans:

• Mix 2 tablespoons of sea 
salt with the juice of 1 lemon 
to make a scrub. 

• Rub the scrub onto your 
pots and pans. Let them sit for 
15 minutes. 

• Rinse off the scrub with 
warm water.

Counter tops:
• In a spray bottle, mix 1 

cup of rubbing alcohol, 1 cup 
of water, and 1 tablespoon of 
white vinegar.

• Spray on counter tops. 
Wipe with a towel to get rid of 
germs.

To learn more about well-
ness, call the Wellness Depart-
ment at Community Healthcare 
Network at (212) 432-8494 or 
email wellness@chnnyc.org Natural cleaning products.

Councilwoman Palma offers community programs
Councilwoman Annabel 

Palma is providing free legal 
clinics at her district offi ce, 
located at 1041 Castle Hill Av-
enue::

S.T.A.R.T DVP Family Law 
Clinics: In collaboration with 
Urban Justice Center, her of-
fi ce is offering free one-hour 
legal consultations covering 
the basics of child support, 

child custody/visitation and 
orders of protection. 

There will be a lawyer 
available every last Monday 
of the month from 10 a.m. to 4 
p.m. 

To schedule an appoint-
ment, contact Iliana Alman-
zar at (718) 792-1140.

Free immigration services 
every Wednesday: In collabo-

ration with CUNY Citizenship 
NOW!, the councilwoman is 
offering free assistance with 
your immigration questions 
related to Naturalization and 
Deferred Action for Childhood 
Arrivals (DACA). 

There will be a lawyer 
available every Wednesday 
from 10 a.m. to 5 p.m.. 

To schedule an appoint-

ment contact Addy Martinez 
at (718) 792-1140.

Free legal advice: In part-
nership with the councilwom-
an’s offi ce, the CUNY Law 
School’s Community Legal 
Resource Network will be pro-
viding free legal services ev-
ery last Tuesday of the month. 

The lawyers will cover the 
following issues: Immigration 

and Refugee Rights, Housing 
Law, Health Law, Mediation/
Elder Law and Equality Law.

To schedule an appoint-
ment contact Addy Martinez 
at (718) 792-1140.

All of the above services 
are free, confi dential, and 
open to any member of the 
community that may need as-
sistance.

BY FRANK V. VERNUCCIO, JR.
The potential of a nuclear 

missile strike against the 
United States is a rapidly in-
creasing probability. For de-
cades, the means to defend 
against that threat have been 
short-circuited by presidents 
and politicians who refl ex-
ively oppose adequate defense 
spending

Reuters  reports that North 
Korean sources claim that 
they are accelerating their 
capability to launch nuclear 
strikes.  Some experts believe 
the North Koreans may be 
able to hit the United States. 
“This includes developing a 
‘pre-emptive fi rst strike capa-
bility’ and an inter-continen-
tal ballistic missile, said Choe 
Myong Nam, deputy ambassa-
dor at the North Korean mis-
sion to the United Nations in 
Geneva.”

Unfortunately, despite de-
cades of urging, America has 
only a limited capability to 
defend itself against a missile 
strike.

Thirty-four years ago, Pres-
ident Reagan fi rst announced 
his ‘Strategic Defense Initia-

tive,’ designed to provide an 
anti-ballistic missile shield to 
protect the U.S. from nuclear 
attack.  Some historians be-
lieve the announcement was 
at least one factor in the Soviet 
leadership’s realization that 
they could not win the Cold 
War.     

The move was resound-
ingly criticized by left-wing 
politicians and pundits, who 
pejoratively labelled the con-
cept ‘Star Wars.’

SDI was never built, and 
even less capable systems were 
only marginally deployed. 
President Clinton cancelled a 
follow-up program known as 
‘Brilliant Pebbles’ and Barack 
Obama, fi rst as a U.S. Senator, 
then as President, did every-
thing possible to defund and 
even reduce various elements 
of ABM defenses.  in 2007, 
then-Senator Obama advo-
cated cutting the anti-ballistic 
missile program budget by a 
greater amount than its entire 
allocated budget.

The Wall Street Jour-
nal  quoted Mr. Obama’s 2001 
comment: “’I don’t support a 
missile defense system,’ Mr. 

Obama said in 2001, when he 
was old enough to know bet-
ter…Many Democrats have 
held that view since dismiss-
ing Ronald Reagan’s Strate-
gic Defense Initiative. But en-
gineers have proved they can 
hit a bullet with a bullet: 65 of 
81 U.S. antimissile tests have 
succeeded since 2001…”

Two incidents stand out: 
Obama’s reversal of U.S. 
agreements with Eastern Eu-
ropean nations to deploy ABM 
facilities, and his infamous 
“whisper” caught on an open 
microphone to Russian leader 
Medvedev, in which Obama 
promised that he would fur-
ther cut U.S. missile defenses 
after his re-election.

President Obama pro-
claimed on Sept. 17, 2009, 
that he was unilaterally stop-
ping the plan. The date he 
announced this was the 70th 

anniversary of the Soviet in-
vasion of Poland. The Presi-
dent’s decision infuriated 
Warsaw’s leaders, who had 
to expend signifi cant politi-
cal capital to gain approval 
from their voters.  The result-
ing loss of Eastern Europe’s 
trust in the White House di-
rectly led to the Czech Repub-
lic’s withdrawal from related 
agreements.

It is ironic that the me-
dia, which has incorrectly 
criticized President Trump’s 
attempt to get NATO mem-
bers to pay their fair share 
of defense spending as be-
ing the alliance, made very 
little mention of President 
Obama’s betrayal of agree-
ments with U.S. allies in 
Eastern Europe.

Moscow continues to de-
velop its ABM capability.  
Russian media widely cov-
ered the combat-ready sta-
tus of a new ABM facility in 
Kaliningrad in late 2011. The 
Russia and India Report pub-
licationrevealed in 2016 that 
“Russia plans to overhaul its 
missile defence system and is 
developing a state-of-the-art 

anti-ballistic missile (ABM) 
defence shield… Colonel An-
drei Cheburin, speaking on 
January 23, said Russia’s 
anti-ballistic missile (ABM) 
system was being completely 
overhauled over the past 
few years. ‘I think that in 
the near future our country 
will have a truly ultramod-
ern missile defence system,’ 
he concluded…In autumn 
of 2012, Russia’s defence au-
thorities stated that the func-
tional ABM system, the A-135 
Amur, was being given a ma-
jor upgrade.   

Colonel General (Retired) 
Viktor Yesin, then chief of 
the Russian Strategic Missile 
Forces, told RIA Novosti that 
the missiles were being re-
placed with new ones with an 
improved design. All the other 
elements of the system, includ-
ing the detection and tracking 
components, were also being 
revamped. The missiles would 
use launch silos currently 
mothballed, he added.”

Contact us at nycommu-
nityaction@gmail.com; tune 
into our affi liated radio broad-
casts at usagovpolicy.com.
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BRONX CELEBRATION DAY

The Bronx’ own Bombazo Dance Company put on quite the performance for New Orleanians.
 Photo courtesy of Bombazo Dance Company

The 2017 Congo Square Rhythms Festival presented a lineup of distinguished music groups 
and dance companies from New Orleans and aboard. This year, Bronx-based Bombazo Dance 
Company was among the several dance companies featured at Congo Square on Saturday, 
March 18.  Led by Puerto Rico native Milteri Tucker Concepcion, Bombazo performed  tradi-
tional Afro Puerto Rican Bomba and its connection to Congo Square’s Bamboula.

BOMBAZO DANCE CO. IN NEW ORLEANS

Roselyn Grullor (l) and Amaorys Grullon provided guests some trendy Bronx-centric attire. 
 Photo by Ray Maldonado

Community Board 6 and Fordham University hosted Bronx Celebration Day, an event honor-
ing and sharing the borough’s rich history and culture, on Saturday, April 1 in the univer-
sity’s McGinley Center and Ballroom. Attendees supported local vendors, learned about 
community organizations and cultural groups, toured the campus and enjoyed entertain-
ment from the borough and Fordham communities.

(l-r) CB 7’s Community youth volunteers Chantel Brown, Antonio Landron, Brittany Martinez, 
Robert Aboagye and George Nunoo proudly displayed their scholarship awards. 
 Photo courtesy of CB 7

Community Board 7 formally recognized fi ve local community youth volunteers who were 
selected by the board’s Education Committee to receive New York Yankees Youth Leader-
ship Scholar Awards during its monthly general board meeting on Tuesday, March 21 at Sr. 
Annunciata Bethell Senior Center.

CB7’S YANKEES LEADERSHIP AWARDS

Diaz (l) shared some good news the at ‘The Bronx is Hot and Under Construction,’ a break-
fast event hosted by the Greater New York Construction User Council. 
 Photo courtesy of Borough President Ruben Diaz, Jr.’s Offi ce

Borough President Ruben Diaz, Jr. released his ‘Bronx Annual Development Report’ on 
Wednesday, March 29 at a development roundtable hosted by the Greater New York Con-
struction User Council at Bronx Museum of the Arts. The report stated that 2016 was one of 
the most successful years the borough ever had in regards to development with more than 
$3.27 billion in total investment taking place last year.

DIAZ RELEASES ANNUAL DEVELOPMENT REPORT

The Bronx Chamber of Commerce 
commemorated Women’s His-
tory Month at its annual Women 
of Distinction Luncheon on Friday, 
March 31 at Villa Barone Manor. 
The event honoring trailblazing 
women in labor and business sa-
luted Venecia Fernandez, Offi ce of 
NYS Comptroller DiNapoli’s Bronx 
borough director; Tamara Rivera, 
NYC District Council of Carpenters 
council representative and Nancy 
Rosario-Rodriguez, Fordham Uni-
versity Graduate School of Educa-
tion assistant director of Center 
for Educational Partnership.

Nunzio Del Greco (l), Bronx Chamber president, congratulated honorees 
(l-r) Venecia Fernandez, Tamara Rivera and Nancy Rosario-Rodriguez on 
their incredible accomplishments. 
 Photo by Aracelis Batista

Mistress of Ceremonies Rhina Valentin (front, 3rd from l), BronxNet’s 
‘OPEN’ host, received fl owers and praise from several local female 
leaders. Photo by Aracelis Batista

BRONX CHAMBER’S WOMEN’S LUNCHEON
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 Assemblyman Michael R. 
Benedetto (announced that 
the New York Conference of 
Italian-American State Leg-
islators is now accepting ap-
plications for scholarships to 
be awarded on Italian-Amer-
ican Day, Monday, June 5.  
Scholarship winners must 
be present to accept their 
awards.

“Given the high cost of col-

Benedetto announces collegiate scholarships
lege, every opportunity must 
be made by local students 
and their working families to 
meet their required expenses 
with scholarships as well as 
with student loans, available 
fi nancial aid, and personal 
contributions,” said Bene-
detto.  “I highly recommend 
that our area’s students apply 
to the Conference for these 
prestigious scholarships so 

that they may hopefully se-
cure as much extra help with 
their educational expenses 
as possible”.

This year the Italian 
–American State Legislators 
Conference will be award-
ing four $3,000 scholarships 
to four current college stu-
dents or high school seniors 
entering college from New 
York State.  Eligibility will 

be based upon the student’s 
grade point average as well 
as individual fi nancial need.

“Our conference is very 
proud of our role in prompt-
ing higher education and as-
sisting students in reaching 
their academic goals and full 
potential for future success 
in the global marketplace,” 
Assemblyman Benedetto 
continued.  “This year’s re-

cipients will be invited to Al-
bany to receive their scholar-
ship awards in.”

Area students may re-
quest an application by con-
tacting Assemblyman Bene-
detto’s district offi ce at  (718) 
892-2235.

All applications must be 
returned to the assembly-
man’s offi ce by Friday, April 
21 by 4 p.m.

Preston is announces the 
development of the Engineer-
ing Tomorrow program.  En-
gineering Tomorrow (ET) is 
a 501c3 non-profi t foundation 
established in 2014 to educate 
high school students about en-
gineering careers with an em-
phasis on female and minority 
students. 

In August 2016, Engineer-
ing Tomorrow made a com-
mitment to partner with the 
Archdiocese of New York High 
Schools. 

During the 2016-17 aca-
demic year, Engineering To-
morrow has sponsored full-
day engineering conferences 
in each geographic region of 
the Archdiocese, and all 46 
ADNY high schools have been 
invited to participate in one of 

Engineering Tomorrow at Preston
these events. In addition, ET 
had sponsored fi eld trips for 
student groups to CPV Shore 
Power Plant in Woodbridge, 
NJ and Newtown Creek 
Wastewater Treatment Plant 
in Brooklyn, NY. This spring, 
ET also plans to take a group 
of students on a trip to “The 
New NY Bridge” (to replace 
the Tappan Zee Bridge). 

A key component to the ET 
partnership with the ADNY 
going forward is the creation 
of an engineering lab - to be lo-
cated at Preston High School 
(in the present library space) 
- which will be used for con-
ferences, guest speakers, en-
gineering club activities, re-
search, and as a fi eld trip site. 

There were two key fac-
tors that led to the decision to 

build the lab at Preston. First, 
ET worked with Preston stu-
dents in spring 2016 at an En-
gineering Tomorrow confer-
ence at Msgr. Scanlan High 
School and ET staff and volun-
teers were impressed by the 
energy, enthusiasm and in-
tellectual curiosity exhibited 
by the Preston students in at-
tendance. ET knew this was a 
school where students would 
appreciate, and benefi t from a 
new lab. 

The other reason Preston 
was chosen related to geogra-
phy; Preston is centrally lo-
cated within the Archdiocese 
of New York. While Preston 
will reap the greatest ben-
efi t from the lab because it is 
on their campus, all ADNY 
schools will be invited to use 

(L-r) Ciandra Rosas, Marisa Mancini, principal Jane Grendell, Yeriel Smith, 
and Lisandra Pena.

the lab. 
Construction will begin at 

the end of the 2016-17 academic 

year, and is expected to be 
completed by the end of sum-
mer 2017. 

Do you need help getting 
to and from your medical 
appointments?  

Transportation Services 
are available to seniors 
Monday through Friday, 8 
a.m. to 4 p.m., in commu-

Transportation services for seniors
nity districts 9, 10, 11 and 12.

  • Door to door service for 
all medical appointments

• Courteous, Professional 
drivers

• Clean Vehicles
• Handicap accessibility, 

including wheelchair lifts 
For further informa-

tion, contact Mildred Car-
dona, program director of 
the R.A.I.N. Transporta-
tion Program at (718) 882-
8513.  

BY PAUL GOLLUSCIO
Hello all!
We at the post extend to 

the Family of Joe Penasso of 
the Korony Post our deepest 
sympathies on his passing. 
Joe was a hard working Le-
gionnaire and Legion Color 
Guard.

There is a Bronx Veteran’s 
Center located at 2417 Morris 
Avenue, Ste. 1A here in the 
Bronx. They can be reached 
(718) 367-3500. They have re-
ferral assistance, housing, 
education legal and employ-
ment help.

We here at the post need 
volunteers now that the 
weather is breaking. The 
grounds need clean-up and 
inside can use some help as 
well.

S.A.L. and Booster elec-
tions must be held within the 
next month.

Poppies and fl ags will be 
purchased shortly for the up-
coming events, Memorial Day 
and fl ag replacement at the 
cemeteries.

Flag Retirement Cere-
mony will be held on Friday, 
June 16 at 7 p.m.

The replacement at the 
cemeteries takes place on 
Sunday, May 21 at 10 a.m.

A simple BBQ will be held 
on multiple Sundays from 1 to 
5 p.m. for members only.

Memorial Day BBQ to be 
held on Saturday, May 17 from 
1 to 5 p.m.

Fourth of July BBQ to be 
held on Tuesday, the 4th from 
1 to 5 p.m. 

Labor Day BBQ TBA pend-
ing time and date of the VA 
Visit.

Two hundred dollarsis to 
be donated to Cathy Praino 
for postage for sending Goodie 
Packages to the Troops in the 
Desert.

Trivia Time

Last week I wrote the fi rst 
woman to be electrocuted. I 
did not know her name  nor 
offense. My Triviologist, Joe 
Cusimano came through 

again. Her name was Martha 
M. Place and she killed her 
step daughter after trying to 
kill her husband. It was jeal-
ousy.

The Air Force Academy 
was created on April 1, 1954

Ponce De Leon landed in 
Florida looking for the foun-
tain of youth. He found a lot of 
old people.

Bruno Hauptmann was 
electrocuted for the kidnap-
ping of the Lindburgh baby.

Keep the troops in your 
prayers, take a vet to lunch 
and God bless.

BY LOUIS LUTNICK
On Tuesday, April 4, the Pel-

ham Parkway Neighborhood 
Association will have a gen-
eral meeting at Bronx House, 
990 Pelham Parkway South 
at 7:15 p.m. Guest will be su-
pervisor of Customer Service 
from the US Post Offi ce Diane 
Jones. There have been many 
issues with mail delivery in 
our community for years, so 

this is your opportunity to 
ask questions and let the post 
offi ce know about your issues 
and concerns. Look forward to 
seeing everyone
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Our borough displayed its 
Puerto Rican pride in style at 
the 2017 Miss Bronx Puerto 
Rican Day Parade Reinado 
Infantil pageant on Sunday, 
March 26 at the United Fed-
eration of Teachers. Hosted 
by the Bronx Puerto Rican Day 
Parade, Inc. this year’s judges 
crowned Skylene Chavez as 
their queen, Marisabel Soto as 
fi rst princess and Ashley Rob-
les as second princess. The 
highly decorated pageant roy-
alty will continue their fairy 
tale princess dream when 
they march in the 31st annual 
Bronx Puerto Rican Day Pa-
rade on Sunday, June 4 at 9 
a.m. from East 192nd Street to 
Van Cortlandt Avenue East.

Miss Bronx Puerto Rican Day 
Parade Reinado Infantil Pageant

Second princess Ashley Robles happily 
accepted her bouquet. 
 Photo by Miriam Quin

Queen Skylene Chavez wore a smile as 
radiant as her crown. Photo by Miriam Quin

(l-r) Second princess Ashley Robles, queen Skylene Chavez and fi rst 
princess Marisabel Soto proudly displayed their awards. 
 Photo by Miriam Quin

(l-r) Ashley Robles Humacao, Skylene Chavez Loiza, Sophia Aviles 
Rincon, Isabella Seda Penuelas and Marisabel Soto Arroyo started 
the pageant with a plena dance. Photo by Miriam Quin

Last year’s queen Kayla Chavez (r) congratulated her 
sister, Skylene, following her coronation. 
 Photo by Miriam Quin

(l-r) Francisco Gonzalez, Bronx Puerto Rican Day Parade chairman; Diana Vega from MAS Productions and Ruben Rios, Bronx Puerto 
Rican Day Parade president enjoyed the celebration. Photo by Miriam Quin
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RHYMES 
WITH CRAZY

A new airport is about 
to open on 44th Street, just 
west of Times Square. It has 
17 gates, plenty of parking, 
34 gift stores and, of course, 
planes taking off and land-
ing day and night. Best of 
all, a ticket only costs $25.

That’s because this air-
port is the jewel in the 
crown of Gulliver’s Gate, a 
mind-boggling scale model 
of the world, unlike any-
thing I’d ever seen (includ-
ing that  cool model of New 
York City at the Queens Mu-
seum ). 

Buildings the size of lug-
gage, paperclip-high people, 
dogs no bigger than jelly-
beans, and hats the size of 
cake crumbs — the place is a 
riot of minutiae. But equally 
thrilling is the fact that as 
you walk though this world 
in miniature you take a cou-
ple of steps to tour Grand 
Central Station (peering at 
the 4, 5, and 6 subways un-
derneath), then a few feet 
later you’re in Paris, with a 
stopover in Rome. Then it is 
on to Beijing, Buenos Aires, 
Stonehenge, and Angkor 
Wat. Can the Pyramids be 
far behind?

Of course not. They’re right 
across from the Red Square. 
And all along the way, jokes 
and juxtapositions await any-
one who looks a little closer: 
Who is crossing London’s 
Abby Road? Four mini mop-
topped musicians. And look 
over there, below sea level: a 
yellow submarine! 

The exhibit, the size of a 
city block, opens April 6 and 
represents the work of 600 art-
ists. It is expected to welcome 
up to 4,000 people — real ones, 
life size — daily, and take 90 
minutes to walk around. The 
adult ticket price becomes $36 
after about a month of pre-
views, with the place poised to 
become a Times Square attrac-
tion every bit as quintessential 
as a Broadway show, or hug 
from a slightly drunk Elmo.

“And all the while, things 
are happening,” said Gulliv-
er’s marketing director, Ja-
son Hackett, as he toured me 
around the world, still being 
assembled. “Lights and bells 
— constant motion — it’s an 
amazing symphony of interac-
tion.” 

Cars honk and trains toot 
above the hum of ambient 
sound recorded in whatever 

country you’re looking at. 
And then there are 137 differ-
ent keyholes you can put your 
key in to make something 
else happen: Your face ap-
pears in the pounding water 
of Niagara Falls, or a volcano 
erupts. What’s more, if you 
want to add yourself as a citi-
zen of the world, you can have 
an itsy-bitsy 3D print of your-
self placed in one of 15 crowd 
scenes — for instance, in front 
of the Louvre.

The day I visited, two sculp-
tors were busy carving a moun-
tain for Guangzhou, China, 
while boxes of parsley-sized 
trees were being unloaded 
into Europe. South America 

had been held up at customs 
— all the overseas countries 
were actually made overseas. 
And Melanie Jelacic, a model 
maker, was working on the 
airport.

“We want it to look very 
modern, “ said Jelacic, who’d 
previously created window 
displays at stores including 
Macy’s and Tiffany’s. 

The Gulliver airport is hy-
per-realistic. That means that 
in the shops you can see — if 
you squint — candy, cosmetics, 
souvenirs, even a rack of neck 
pillows.

“Each pillow is so tiny, 
smaller than a sequin,” said 
Jelacic. And then there are the 
Gulliver’s Gate mugs. “They’re 
smaller than an ant — they’re 
like the back end of an ant. A 
lot of the times, if you drop 
them on the fl oor, they just dis-
appear. I’ve dropped chairs, 
which are a little easier to fi nd, 
but I also dropped a tray of 
vases that just rolled onto the 
fl oor and I lost them.”

Although we’re talking 
about a scale model airport, it 
is still bigger than most Man-
hattan apartments — 2,000 
square feet, with 11 workers 
weaving around each other. 

“Our team has to climb 
under and over the table,” 
said Jelacic. “That’s a knee-
killer. It’s a big dance trying 
to stay out of engineering 
and electrical’s way.”

Inside the airport, there 
will be mini people sleeping 
in chairs, re-charging their 
phones, and, of course, rac-
ing to catch their planes. 
To add to the real-feel, the 
model makers even built an 
art deco abandoned termi-
nal, surrounded by a pock-
marked roadway and dead 
grass. Meantime, the “in 
use” tarmac will be buzzing 
with luggage trucks, and lit-
tered with tire rubber from 
the planes constantly tak-
ing to the sky.

Even after the exhibit 
opens, Jelanic and crew 
will be adding, tweaking, 
fi xing, perhaps forever. Vis-
itors will be able to watch it 
change.

Which is pretty much 
how it works in the actual 
size world, too.

Lenore Skenazy is a key-
note speaker, author of the 
book and blog Free-Range 
Kids, and a contributor at 
Reason.com.

FOR ADVERTISING INFORMATION CALL (718) 260-4593

BY GENE DEFRANCIS
Saturday, April 15 before 

Easter the Bunny is hopping 
back to Allerton for the An-
nual Easter Bunny at the 
Sanz. This is always a great 
event, rain or shine, where 
kids can take free photos with 
the Easter Bunny and color 
Easter Eggs and other fun 
surprises. All are welcome to 
attend. 815 Allerton Avenue - 
The Sanz. Check out our Face-
book (Allerton International 
Merchants) for any updates 
or changes. It’s not too late 
to sponsor this event and we 
would like to do a proper ad-
vertisement to promote it this 
year.

The ad sales for our journal 
went very well. Considering 
this is only our second year 
doing a journal and the com-
munity outside of Allerton is 
still getting to know us we are 
touched by your generosity 
and support. The money for 

the ads generally support lo-
cal business near and around 
Allerton. The catering is done 
locally at Mamma Rosa. The 
printing is done locally at Car-
mela Printing in Morris Park. 
The drinks are provided lo-
cally by Gasolina Lounge. 
And the event is hosted locally 
in the beautiful Sanz Banquet 
Hall.

We can’t wait to tell you all 
about it in next week’s article 
and will do a proper thank you 
to everyone then. Especially 
to our volunteers, to which 
without them none of this is 
possible.

We had a great time at 
the WrestleMania Party. De-
spite internet connection is-
sues, we huddled around our 
phones to see what happened 
next. Long technical story we 
will resolve if we ever host 
WrestleMania parties again. 
Long story short, the event is 
streamed through an app and 

converted to the television. 
The food as always provided 
by Miguel Sang was amaz-
ing. And the company was a 
great family vibe that can’t be 
beat. Time is short and every 
time spent in good company 
is valuable.

The truck parked at the 
Bronxwood tree (Allerton and 
Bronxwood Avenue) has been 
removed fi nally. Tow trucks 
that camped out in the Rite 
Aid parking lot have been re-
moved. We thank everyone for 
their tips and information. 

A few things to note to pre-
vent any issues and maintain 
quality of life. Please clean 
you store fronts. Especially 
dog waste. Rats can live off 

of the undigested food within 
and multiply very fast. If you 
see someone not picking up af-
ter their dog, tell us. It is very 
important. In the meantime 
please don’t leave it for some-
one else to take care of.

Also please do not park you 
motor vehicles on the side-
walk. Namely motorcycles. 
They are street vehicles and 
only belong on the street. Do 
not ride your bicycle, electric 
bicycle, moped, or motorcycle 
on the sidewalk. It only takes 
a second for an adult or small 
child to dart outside a store 
or their home and smash into 
you.

Also all bikes, cars, horses 
are subject to the same traffi c 
rules. Go with the fl ow of traf-
fi c, stop at the traffi c lights, 
and do not go the wrong way 
on a one way street. This is 
directly mentioned for the de-
livery drivers in our area. We 
know you want to deliver fast 

and fresh. It will only take an 
extra minute to follow the traf-
fi c laws.

Finally cat calling and ha-
rassment is never acceptable. 
If there are a group of men 
hanging out making you feel 
uncomfortable, let us know. 
We have multiple reports of 
grown men hanging out ev-
ery morning on the corner of 
Cruger Avenue making inap-
propriate comments to women 
passing by. We are aware. The 
police are aware and we will 
make sure Allerton continues 
to be a safe and comfortable 
place to visit.

If there is any other quality 
of life issue or you know some-
one who wants to open up a 
store on Allerton reach out 
to us. We don’t have a magic 
wand but we will do all that we 
can to make Allerton stronger 
and better than ever.

Your community is your 
business.

It’s and even smaller world after all!
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Fun was on the menu when the Clinton Hall Bronx Beer Garden celebrated its grand opening on Thursday, March 30 at 601 E. 
189th Street. With a popular location already in Manhattan, the bar and grill offers patrons trendy beer, burgers and games 
for a unique experience.

CLINTON HALL BRONX BEER GARDEN OPENS

(l-r) ‘Rival’ staff members Sophia Cautabiano, Taylor Millie, Laura Frank, Fiona Shea and Megan Mattocks were on tap to serve 
customers. Photo by Silvio Pacifi co

Clinton Hall owner/partner John Maglia (l) and manager 
Jeremy Lieberman seized the night. 
 Photo by Silvio Pacifi co

Betty Duffy won a patriotic centerpiece. 
 Photo by Aracelis Batista

Judy Lanci (l) presented awards to Spiro Argyros (c), Liberty Diner owner; Kate Devine and Christine Ryall of Theodore Korony 
American Legion Post 253. Photo by Aracelis Batista

Local veterans saluted a loyal supporters and enjoyed a fun-fi lled game of bingo at the annual Chris Engeldrum Support the 
Troops Drive on Friday, March 31 at the Samuel H. Young American Legion Post 620. The Theodore Korony American Legion 
Post 253 Auxiliary was honored with a Certifi cate of Appreciation from the Headquarters United States Forces Afghanistan for 
its continued support of our nation’s brave service members stationed overseas.

CHRIS ENGELDRUM SUPPORT OUR TROOPS DRIVE

Bronxites of all ages enjoyed learning garden-
ing tips during the event’s many hands-on 
workshops. 
 Photo courtesy of NYC Parks / M. Pinckney

Gardening season is blooming following 
NYC Park’s 33rd annual GreenThumb Grow 
Together Conference on Saturday, March 25 
at Hostos Community College. The annual 
conference featured keynote speaker Tony 
Hillery, Harlem Grown, founder and executive 
director, and youth speaker Kadiatou Ba who 
has been involved with Harlem Grown since 
its inception fi ve years ago.

NYC PARKS’ GROW 
TOGETHER

 CONFERENCE

Seeing the Emancipation Proclamation on 
display had an incredible impact on every-
one. Photo courtesy of Monroe College

In honor of Women’s History 
Month, Monroe College hosted 
its fi fth annual Female Em-
powerment Event on Thursday, 
March 23 to help local high 
schools motivate and inspire 
students in making sound edu-
cation, career and lifestyle de-
cisions. Accomplished journal-
ist and NY1 News anchor Cheryl 
Wills, Mount Vernon City Court 
judge Nichelle Johnson and 
Monroe College staff member 
Tanya Dean shared their per-
sonal challenges and triumphs 
whule encouraging all to stay 
focused and motivated toward 
accomplishing their dreams.

CELEBRATION OF FEMALE EMPOWERMENT 
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Assemblywoman Joyner (4th from l) presented citations to her Recognizing Women of Distinction Art Contest winners and to local leaders Kathryn Davis (4th from r), Spiritual Doula and 
Energy Healing practitioner; Marlen Valarezo (second from l), Neighborhood Association for Inter-Cultural Affairs supervising attorney and Grecia Marte, M.D. (5th from r), Healthy Children 
Medical Practice owner. Photo courtesy of Assemblywoman Latoya Joyner’s Offi ce

Assemblywoman Latoya Joyner held her third annual Women’s History Month Wellness on Saturday, March 25 at P.S. 204 for the community to enjoy free Zumba, meditation, yoga and 
massage therapy. In honor of Women’s History Month, Joyner formally recognized local women who have made a difference in the Bronx as well as School District 9 students for their 
wonderful art submissions as part of the assemblywoman’s ‘Recognizing Women of Distinction Art Contest’. The free community event featured resources and information courtesy of 
WellCare Health Plans, Community Education Council-District 9, Morris Heights Health Center, Bronx Community Health Network and GrowNYC.

ASSEMBLYWOMAN JOYNER HONORS WOMEN OF DISTINCTION

Members of the Lehman community celebrated the grand opening of the college’s food 
pantry. Photo courtesy of Herbert H. Lehman Food Bank

Lehman College’s Student Life Building, home to various clubs, a radio station, school news-
paper and other student-centric organizations, celebrated the grand opening of the Herbert 
H. Lehman Food Bank on Wednesday, March 29. The college is working with Food Bank New 
York City and the City University of New York to bring the food program to Lehman students.

LEHMAN COLLEGE OPENS FOOD BANK

Bronxite staff sergeant Jorge Abreu (r) shared information about the Army’s STEM careers 
with local high schoolers at the Hispanic Heritage Foundation LOFT STEM Leadership Sym-
posium. Photo courtesy of U.S. Army

Over the course of Monday, March 20 and Tuesday, March 21, more than 350 students from 
local high schools in NYC participated in the Hispanic Heritage Foundation’s Latinos on Fast 
Track STEM Leadership Symposium, sponsored by the U.S. Army, at Lehman College. 

HISPANIC FOUNDATION’S STEM SYMPOSIUM

Councilman Andy King (c) asked the NYPD to address a recent hate fueled 
homicide. Photo courtesy of Councilman Andy King’s Offi ce

The NYC Council’s Black, Latino and Asian Caucus held a press conference 
on Friday, March 24 on the steps of City Hall to demand a targeted response 
by the NYPD to the fatal stabbing of Timothy Caughman by 28-year-old 
White supremacist James Jackson of Baltimore.  The council members also 
requested a meeting with NYPD Commissioner James O’Neill to discuss the 
ways in which the department plans to investigate this act of violence.

KING DEMANDS NYPD
ADDRESS HATE CRIME
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Healthfi rst toasted exemplary leaders at its annual Women’s History Month Community Awards Celebration on Thursday, March 30 at Maestro’s Caterers. This year’s 
distinguished honorees included former councilwoman Dr. Una Clarke, CUNY Board of Trustees member; Fianny Cabrera, Speech-Language pathologist; Councilwoman 
Laurie Cumbo; Senator Marisol Alcantara; Deputy State Comptroller for Diversity Management Nancy Hernandez; Renee Mehrra, Reenbow Media president and broad-
cast journalist; Dolly Williams, A. Williams Construction president; lieutenant Lorraine Perez, NYPD Patrol Borough Bronx Community Affairs; Barbara Holmes, Morris 
Houses Resident Association president; Dr. Ana Olivero, Ola Pediatrics president and Nydia Edgecombe, Hostos Community College Alumni Relations director.

Healthfi rst Holds Women’s History Month Community Awards

Dolly Williams (c) received praise from her grandchildren; Gaye Anderson, Healthfi rst Community Engagement manager and 
(r) and George Hulse, Healthfi rst Community Engagement vice president. Photo by Silvio Pacifi co

Dr. Una Clarke (l) graciously accepted her 
award from Gaye Anderson. 
 Photo by Silvio Pacifi co

Councilwoman Cumbo (c) was formally recognized for her outstanding service 
and dedication. Photo by Silvio Pacifi co

Honoree Nancy Hernandez (c) proudly accepted her award from Healthfi rst. 
 Photo by Silvio Pacifi co

Barbara Holmes (c) was honored by Healthfi rst’s Gaye Anderson (l) and George 
Hulse. Photo by Silvio Pacifi co
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Councilman King (2nd row, 2nd from r) joined local City Council offi cials and administrative 
representatives to discuss issues and reforms regarding homelessness. 
 Photo courtesy of Councilman Andy King’s Offi ce

On the week of Monday, March 27 at City Hall, the Bronx City Council members and admin-
istrative representatives met about homeless services cluster sites and proposed reforms 
advocating for limiting the saturation of sites in our residential communities. Councilman 
Andy King said more collaboration and more involvement from council members is neces-
sary to make these plans successful. 

CM KING ATTENDS DELEGATION MEETING

Councilman King (back, 4th from l) celebrated Women’s History Month with event speakers 
and M.S. 113 students. Photo courtesy of Councilman Andy King’s Offi ce

Councilman Andy King was a guest speaker at a Women’s Empowerment Dinner for the 
students on the M.S. 113 campus.  Pro basketball player Shannon Bobbitt and professional 
dancer Dnay B, who is the lead backup dancer for Beyonce, also spoke at the inspirational 
celebration.

KING CELEBRATES
WOMEN’S EMPOWERMENT 

In honor of Women’s History Month, LEAP presented ‘Women’s Suffrage: A Youth-Led Panel Discussion’ on Thursday, March 30 as part of its ‘Women’s Voices: Untold Stories’ program 
commemorating the NYS Women’s Suffrage Movement’s centennial through the lens of intersectionality. Held at Bronx Arts Space-Annex Venue, this year’s panel consisted of CUNY De-
partment of History assistant professor Deirdre Cooper-Owens; NYU professor of Social and Cultural Analysis Maria Josefi na Saldaña-Portillo; Jessica Peñaranda, Urban Justice Center 
Women’s Rights activist and Tamara Fleming, Expoz (HER) founder, photographer and social justice advocate. LEAP students participating in this program are from J.H.S. 22, M.S. 323, M.S. 
325, J.H.S. 1450 and M.S. 328.  

SOUTH BRONX YOUTH LEAD WOMEN’S SUFFRAGE PANEL

Young women wore posters identifying who they are and their future potential. 
 Photo by Ray Maldonado

(l-r) Student moderators Rahim Hough, Ashley Santiago, Asha Beltran, Jennifer Asokwah 
and Jesus Robles. Photo by Ray Maldonado

Councilman Salamanca (r) danced the night away with mem-
bers of the Garifuna community. 
 Photo courtesy of Councilman Rafael Salamanca’s Offi ce

Councilman Rafael Salamanca joined other local leaders in 
hosting the annual Abrazo Garifuna in New York on Friday, 
March 17 where the community ate, drank and danced in honor 
of the contributions the Garifuna culture and heritage has had 
on the south Bronx community.  Salamanca has introduced a 
resolution to name April as Garifuna Heritage Month in NYC.

SALAMANCA CELEBRATES
 GARIFUNA HERITAGE
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His Eminence greeted altar servers prior to the milestone Mass. Photo by Silvio Pacifi co

Peter Corritori (l), Mount St. Michael Academy president, 
gave Cardinal Dolan a tour of the educational institution. 
 Photo by Silvio Pacifi co

His Eminence Timothy Cardinal Dolan hosted a milestone Mass for Mount St. Michael Academy’s faithful in commemoration of 
the school’s 90th anniversary on Monday, March 27. A record-breaking 1,400 guests including students, alumni, faculty, friends 
and several Marist brothers from across the nation, joined in celebrating the school’s past nine decades of success. 

CARDINAL DOLAN CELEBRATES MOUNT’S 90TH

Councilman Salamanca (2nd from r) spoke to seniors about current events in City Hall and 
their community. Photo courtesy of Councilman Rafael Salamanca’s Offi ce

Councilman Rafael Salamanca recently visited local seniors to update them on happenings 
at City Hall and other issues affecting the community. With our senior population continuing 
to rise, Salamanca is committed to provide more resources for senior centers, senior meal 
programs and long-term care facilities.

COUNCILMAN SALAMANCA VISITS ELDERS

Councilman Salamanca (front, c) addressed the needs of NYC’s Hispanic population. 
 Photo courtesy of Councilman Rafael Salamanca’s Offi ce

Councilman Rafael Salamanca recently joined Assemblymembers Marcos Crespo, Luis Sep-
ulveda and other Bronx leaders at the 30th Annual SOMOS Conference which committed to 
addressing the needs of the NYS Hispanic population.

SALAMANCA SPEAKS AT SOMOS

Congressman Serrano presented awards to (l-r) Deirdre Scott, 
Noelle Santos, Ana ‘Rokafella’ Garcia, Holly Block and Vivian 
Bonnie Wright in honor of their service to the community. 
 Photo by Silvio Pacifi co

Congressman Jose Serrano formally recognized several dis-
tinguished women at his annual Women’s History Month Cel-
ebration on Friday, March 31 at the Bronx Museum of the Arts.
This year’s exemplary honorees included Noelle Santos, The 
Lit Bar Bookstore founder; Ana ‘Rokafella’ Garcia, renowned 
bgirl dancer; Holly Block, Bronx Museum of the Arts executive 
director; Deirdre Scott, former executive director for Bronx 
Council on the Arts and Vivian Bonnie Wright, Afrikan Women’s 
Repertory founder.

SERRANO CELEBRATES
 WOMEN’S HISTORY 
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(l-r) Eagle and Condor Community Center board members Luis Ramos Sanakori, Brooke 
Kehani Rodgriguez, Santy Barrera and Anastasia Skiumtalx McAllister enjoyed this year’s 
summit. Photo by Silvio Pacifi co

Veronica (l) and Enriqueta Rosales prayed to Mother Earth, giving thanks and asking her 
blessings. Photo by Silvio Pacifi co

The Eagle and Condor Community Center hosted its second annual First Nations Women’s 
Summit on Sunday, March 26 at El Maestro Community Center to address various issues re-
lated to the history and current issues and concerns of indigenous women in the Americas. 
Sponsored through a gift from AT&T Inter-Tribal Council of AT&T Employee,  the offi cial Eagle 
and Condor Community Center Red Earth Daughters event featured traditional First Nations 
music, poetry, prayer, lunch and speakers.

FIRST NATIONS WOMEN’S SUMMIT

Franck Strongbow (c) with Abraham Mora (l), James Monroe Residents Association presi-
dent and George Ruiz, Castle Hill Senior Center Advisory Board member. 
 Photo courtesy of Franck L. Strongbow

Franck LaBoy Strongbow, a veteran newspaper journalist and James Monroe Senior Center 
director with over 43 years of experience, announced the advent of his new agency, Seniors 
Enhancement Advocates Services. His new agency which is not affi liated with any non-profi t or 
government agency will offer light housekeeping services and case assistance services by fee.

SENIORS ENHANCEMENT SERVICES ANNOUNCED
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Learn about Immigration 
Policies under the Trump    

Administration 

April 20, 2017 @ 7:30 pm  
Bronx YMCA, 2 Castle Hill Avenue, Bronx NY 10473 

For more information: Selenie Villar,                          
svillar@ymcanyc.org, or (718) 829-1564 Ext.2 

 

Come Discuss: 

�� President Trump’s Executive Orders 

�� Your civil rights with Homeland Security, 
with the Police, and at the Airport  

�� Resources for Hate Crimes & 
Discrimination 

�� Access to Legal Resources

PPartners: 

New York City Police Department 
ID NYC 

Commission on Human Rights 
Borough of Immigration 

Sponsored by : 

The Bronx YMCA                        
New Americans Welcome Center 

& 
Councilwoman                              

Annabel Palma 

THE NEW SOUND OF
BROOKLYN

The Community News Group is 
proud to introduce BROOKLYN 
PAPER RADIO. Join Brooklyn 
Paper Editor-in-Chief Vince 
DiMiceli and the New York Daily 
News’ Gersh Kuntz man every 
Tuesday at 2:00 for an hour of 
talk on topics Brooklynites hold 
dear.

Each show will feature in-
studio guests and call-out 
segments, and can be listened 
to live or played anytime at your 
convenience.

SPONSORED BY

GERSH KUNTZMANVINCE DIMICELI

WITH

JOSEPH 
LICHTER, 

D.D.S.

LISTEN EVERY TUESDAY AT 2:00PM ON  
BrooklynPaper.com/radio

• Do You Remember - General Collins.......................59

• TAINO Award/BAAD Festival......................................61

• CI Library Programs; Cathedral HS Gala.................61

• NYBG Highlights/Bronx Arts Concert.......................61

Bronx Zoo Run for the Wild
The 2017 WCS Run for the 

Wild is scheduled for Satur-
day, April 29. Runners, walk-
ers, and wildlife supporters are 
invited to participate in the 9th 
annual 5K race and family fun 
run/walk at the Bronx Zoo.

 Each year, WCS Run for the 
Wild is committed to raising 
awareness of the threats facing 
wildlife while raising money to 
help WCS conservation work at 
the Bronx Zoo and around the 
world. This year runners and 
walkers can choose to partici-
pate on behalf of whichever spe-
cies most inspires them. Since 
its inception in 2009, more than 
more than 40,000 people have 
participated at the Bronx Zoo.

 Registration is now open 
and there are many ways to 
participate. Visit www.wcs-
runforthewild.org to register 

for the run or family fun walk; 
make a donation; or support a 
friend or team.

 Registration for the run is 
$50 for adults, $40 for children 
(3–15), and $40 for seniors (65+). 
All WCS members receive a 
discount on registration. Par-
ticipants are encouraged to 
fundraise and seek individual 
sponsors for their individual 
effort. All adult (and senior) 
participants are required to 
raise a minimum of $30 in or-
der to participate.

 The price of registration 
includes parking and general 
admission to the Bronx Zoo 
on the day of the event. Total 
Experience Ticket upgrade is 
available on site.

 Registrants can choose 
from two different events. The 
5K run for individual runners 

will begin at 8:00 a.m.; casual 
runners and walkers can take 
part in the Family Fun Run/
Walk at 8:45 a.m. After the run, 
everyone is encouraged to stay 
at the Bronx Zoo to enjoy the 
wildlife and race-day activi-
ties. Enjoy a local microbrew 
at the beer garden (age 21 and 
above); burn off some extra 
energy on the rock climbing 
wall; or dance to some tunes on 
the Bronx Zoo’s historic Astor 
Court. A full listing of race day 
activities is available at www.
wcsrunforthewild.com.

 The zoo’s marquee exhibits 
will be open for everyone to en-
joy for the day. All are welcome 
to visit the Bronx Zoo’s animal 
ambassadors for extra inspira-
tion and to learn about the con-
servation work WCS is doing to 
save wildlife and wild places 

around the globe. Exhibits like 
Tiger Mountain, Madagascar!, 
and African Plains are just 
a few of the exhibits that will 
bring people face-to-face with 
some of the species that they 
are helping to save through 
their participation in or sup-
port of WCS Run for the Wild.

 Prizes will be awarded 
to those who meet various 

fundraising goals. For $30 in 
pledges, runners will earn a 
WCS Run for the Wild T-shirt; 
$75 earns a plush animal; 
$150 earns a water bottle; $300 
earns a tote bag; $600 earns a 
yoga mat; $1,000 earns Bronx 
Zoo tickets; $1,500 earns a VIP 
brunch. Each ascending incen-
tive level achieved includes all 
prizes from the lower levels.

Bronx Zoo Run for the Wild 2016 participants.                 
                        Photo courtesy of Julie Larsen Maher @WCS
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4-star general hailed from Van Nest
I attended the outdoor Me-

morial Day ceremony at the 
monument in Van Nest Park 
dedicated to those who lost 
their lives serving our coun-
try. 

It was hosted by the East 
Bronx History Forum and the 
Van Nest Neighborhood Alli-
ance and was held on the east 
sidewalk of Unionport Road at 
Mead Street. 

As I stood there, I recalled 
that it was right near the home 
of a four-star general. James 
F. Collins was raised at 1820 
Unionport Road. 

He was born of native Irish 
parents on September 2, 1905 
and attended P.S. 34 from 1911 
to 1919 before going on to Regis 
High School. Thereafter he re-
ceived an appointment to the 
West Point Military Academy 
from which he graduated and 
was commissioned as a Sec-
ond Lieutenant in 1927. 

Collins was assigned to Field 
Artillery and served in the Ha-
waiian Division before and dur-
ing the Second World War. 

He fought in the Papua New 
Guinea campaign where he 
led American and Australian 

forces in ousting the Japanese 
from New Guinea. 

He also fought at Luzon in 
the Philippines and even after 
the war he continued to com-
mand the artillery in the Phil-
ippines and at Japan. 

It’s well to note that he was 
promoted to Brigadier Gen-
eral as the war drew to a close 
in 1945. The following year he 
was assigned to the National 
War College where in 1950 he 
would join their faculty. 

His next command was 
heading up our forces in 
Alaska from 1954 to 1956. 
Thereafter he led the Second 
Infantry Division which had 
included South Korean troops 
until being deactivated. 

The Pentagon then as-
signed him as Deputy Chief of 
Staff for Personnel under As-
sistant Secretary of Defense 
Herbert F. York from 1958 to 
1961. 

It was on April 1st of that 
latter year that President 
John F. Kennedy promoted 
him to Four-star General, the 
54th person to hold that rank. 
Collins was serving as Com-
mander-in-Chief, U. S. Army 
Pacifi c at the time. He retired 
in March of 1964. 

 The following month he 
was named president of the 
American Red Cross where he 
set about enhancing their ser-
vices to our military in Viet-
nam. He increased services 
to civilians, but among his 
prime concerns were blood do-
nations and its availability to 
our injured troops. He retired 
from the Red Cross on Septem-
ber 30, 1970. 

 He married Marian A. 
McLaughlin in 1932. She 
passed away on April 13, 1986 
and is buried with the Gen-
eral in Section 2 of Arlington 
National Cemetery. General 

James F. Collins, the pride 
of the Bronx, died on Janu-
ary 22, 1989 of prostrate can-

cer. He was 83 years old and is 
survived by his daughter and 
grandchildren. 

Four-star General James F. Collins hailed from Unionport Road.

REPRINTED FROM 6/14/2012
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The Taino Awards announces its 2017 
winners and honorees. The Taino Awards 
rewards distinguished achievement in the 
current revival of Native and Indigenous 
People of (Boriken) Puerto Rico, (Kiskeya) 
Dominican Republic, Cuba and the Carib-
bean. 

Held Sunday, April 16, 5 p.m. at the 
Bronx Museum of the Arts on the Grand 
Concourse, the awards winners and award 
categories this year include:

Rafael Velez Rafy “GoeizaGuani” 
Velez, Areito Award for artist of the year; 
Melvin Javier Gonzalez and Esencia Ta-
banuco, Areito Award for musician of the 
year; Jesus Mangual, Areito Award for ar-
tisan of the year;  Maria Aponte, Guaitiao/
friendship Award for community; Pris-
cilla Anakakuyani, Dujo/Storyteller award; 
David Vlow Rodriguez, Guaribo/Warrior 
award; David Rodriguez, Areito Award for  
poet of the year; Domiciano Diaz and Taino 
Mavi, Guaitiao/friendship award for com-
munity; Rafael Torres “Guamoel”, Koa/Ed-
ucator of the year; Robert Waddell, Areito 
Award for writer of the year; Rene de Li-
ciaga/Peter Morla, Tabaku/language; Elijah 
Cruz 10 years old and fi rst child to receive 
the “Yocahu/Humanitarian” Award; Dianne 
T. Golding Frankson, Guaitiao/friendship; 
Alberto Correa Jr., Tekina of the year, Ten-
anche Cemiata Rose Golden, Bohike of the 
year; Elvis Katari, Anakukaya/Up and com-
ing Leader award.

* * *
Critically acclaimed dance artist Dava-

lois Fearon announces the premiere en-
gagement of the Davalois Fearon Dance 
Inaugural Season. The engagement will 
be Fridyay, April 7 and Saturday, April 8, at 
BAAD! The Bronx Academy of Arts and 
Dance as part of the BAAD!ASS WOMEN 
FESTIVAL. The performances will take 
place at 8 p.m. both nights and feature 
a preview of the work ‘Time to Talk’, with 
a discussion to follow. The company will 
also perform ‘Ängsudden Song Cycle’. 
Tickets are $20, with $15 tickets for stu-
dents and seniors. To purchase tickets, 
call (718) 918-2110 or at www.davalois-
fearon.com. 

Both ‘Ängsudden Song Cycle’ and 
‘Time to Talk’ are choreographed by Dava-
lois Fearon, and feature music composed 
and performed live by instrumentalist Mike 
McGinnis. ‘Ängsudden Song Cycle’ is a 
landscape tone poem. The catalyst for the 
music was the work of Filipino American vi-
sual artist MuKha, in which she used the 
disappearing language of a small tribe in 
the Philippines to create a series of poems 
and paintings, about the Swedish archipel-
ago at Ängsudden. 

‘Time to Talk’ is a multimedia dance 
piece, rooted in research on American his-
tory, dance history, racial identity forma-
tion, and systemic racism. It is inspired by 
Fearon’s own experiences of overt racial 
bias within academia. 

Davalois Fearon Dance debuted with 
the New York City Premiere of ‘Consider 
Water’ at The Joyce Theater as part of the 
2017 American Dance Platform. The com-
pany is under the direction of Jamaican 
born artist Davalois Fearon, the company’s 
founder/artistic director.   

For info: www.davaloisfearon.com.
* * *

Upcoming April events at the City Is-
land Library include:

New York City Kids Series: An interac-
tive sing-a-long with music for Aardvarks’ 
songs celebrating growing up in New York 
City. This program includes singing songs, 
movements, and rhythm that the whole 
family can enjoy.  Presented by Music for 
Aardvarks.  Monday, April 10 at 11 a.m.

Growing Healthy Eaters: A 6-session 
series’ that aims to educate young children 
and their caregivers about the importance 

of eating well through a series of interac-
tive and delicious sessions. The lessons 
cover a variety of topics and provide nutri-
tional expertise in bite-sized portions!  Chil-
dren must be accompanied by an adult. 
Wednesday, April 19 Wednesday, April 26 
at 3:30 p.m.

Lego League: Bring your imagination 
and join us for fun with LEGOS!  Blocks 
of various sizes will be provided. Children 
must be accompanied by an adult. Ages 5 
-11.  A limit of 10 children with their caregiv-
ers. Every Thursday from 3 to 4 p.m.

Circle Time: Children from birth to 3 
years old and their caregivers can en-
joy stories, songs, and fi nger plays while 
spending time with other toddlers. Limit 
of 15 children with their caregivers. Every 
Tuesday from 11 to 11:45  a.m.

 Read & Play: Children from birth to 3 
years old and caregivers can take part in 
wonderful stories, discover amazing toys, 
and meet new friends in this fun program. 
Limit of 15 children with their caregivers. 
Every Friday from 11 to 11:30 a.m.

 It’s Bin Fun!: Toddlers and preschoolers 
can play and explore our various sensory 
bins that will encourage curiosity through 
touch, sight, and sound! Parent and child 
participation required. Ages 2 - 4 years old. 
Saturday, April 22 at 10 a.m.

 Craft-A-Way: Participate in creating 
projects related to a theme or holiday. Ages 
2 - 5.  Friday,  April 14 at 11:30 a.m.

 Teenage Mutant Ninja Turtles: Out of 
the Shadows:  Tuesday, April 11 at 3 p.m.

Zootopia: Tuesday, April 18 at 3 p.m.
After School Lounge: Come to the li-

brary after school for studying and a 
chance to unwind.  Monday through Thurs-
day from 3 to 5 p.m.

City Island Chess Club:  Chess is 
widely considered the oldest game in the 
world, and has been played by people of 
all cultures for centuries. Now, we’re en-
couraging families, friends, and people of 
all ages to come into the City Island Library 
and learn how to play like a professional.  
Saturday, April 8 and Saturday, 22 at 3 p.m. 
Pre-registration is required.

Friday Afternoon Activity: On Fridays, at 
3 p.m. the library plans a series of special 
activities to celebrate the beginning of the 
weekend so check out this month’s events 
and come hang out with us!

 April 7: Wii and Board Games; April 
14: Cut Up Poetry; April 21: Wii and Board 
Games; and April 28: Superhero Mask 
Workshop.

Thursday Writing Club: Each week a 
theme is chosen and stories are written in a 
group setting. It is amazing how the words 
fl ow onto your pages from the stimulation 
and encouragement of others writing. Gail 
Hitt guides the action. Every Thursday be-
ginning April 20 at 5:30 p.m.

 Growing Together:  Growing Together 
is a group for people who want to improve 
and develop themselves and help others to 
do the same by providing motivation and 
support as a group to the individuals in it. 
The group seeks to provide a comfortable 
atmosphere for people to explore goals 
they want to achieve and self-improvement 
ideas, and be a network of people willing 
to listen, help, and motivate them. Wednes-
day, April 12 and Wednesday, April 26 at 
2 p.m.

 Women and Retirement: It’s never too 
early (and, conversely, never too late) to 
address your retirement needs. Don’t pro-
crastinate! Learn what you should be doing 
to take control of your fi nancial future by at-
tending our workshop on retirement plan-
ning for women. Saturday, April 22,  1 p.m.

City Island Scrabble Club: If you’re look-
ing for some friendly competition, then join 
our Scrabble Club! Come in and fl ex your 
vocabulary muscles. You may even learn a 
thing or two while you’re making some new 

friends.  Note: Limited to 12 participants, 
registration required. Call (718) 885-1703 
or stop by the branch to reserve your spot! 
Thursday, April 20 at 1 p.m.

 City Island Book Club: Monday, April 10 
and Monday, April 24 at 5 p.m. 

The Island Writers: This is a group for 
all who are interested in writing profession-
ally or personally. Come check us out!  Ev-
ery Tuesday at 1 p.m.

 Intro to Computers: Come to the library, 
ask questions about how to use comput-
ers and sharpen your skills through com-
puter use.  “How do I turn the computer 
on?” “How do I set up my own e-mail ac-
count and e-mail family and friends?” Ev-
ery Tuesday from 10 a.m. to noon. 

Résumé Workshop: Designed to assist 
in creating a new or updated resume. Top-
ics include cover letters and resources for 
job opportunities. A fl ash drive is required. 
Every Wednesday from 10 a.m. to noon. 

One-on-One: Computer Training: Stop 
by or call to make an appointment for one 
hour of instruction that focuses on your 
questions and interests.

Saturday Afternoon Movies: at 1 p.m.: 
April 8: Postcards from the Edge; April 15: 
Arrival; and April 29: Girl on the Train.

Some programs require advance regis-
tration, which can be done in person, or by 
phone. All programs are free.

* * *
Cathedral High School will host a 30 

Under 30 Gala on Tuesday, April 11, honor-
ing alumnae for their outstanding academic 
and professional achievements. The event 
will take place at 320 Park Avenue, 35th 
Floor, NY, NY at 6:30 p.m. 

Honorees include Britney Wilson, a 
civil rights attorney who is currently a Ber-
tha Justice Institute Fellow on the Govern-
ment Misconduct Racial Justice docket at 
the Center for Constitutional Rights. Mary 
Zhuo Ke, a sophomore at the University of 
Pennsylvania, is a bioengineering student. 
She took fi rst place in the 2015 NYC Re-
gional Brain Bee, and was named a 2014 
Questbridge Scholar, receiving a full schol-
arship to university.

For information visit www.chsgala.org.
* * *

Upcoming Wave Hill events include:
Saturday, April 15; Sunday, April 16: 

Family Art Project: Pastel Eggs In Water-
colors: Not all eggs are created alike. No-
tice the difference between a speckled 
turkey egg and the cool, blue eggshell of 
the American robin. Hear from storyteller 
Rama Mandel as she shares the story An 
Egg is Quiet, by Dianna Hutts Aston. Then 
make your own poetic painting with wax re-
sists in the pastel colors of speckled eggs. 

Saturday, April 15; Sunday, April 16: 
Garden Highlights Walk: Join in for an hour-
long tour of seasonal garden highlights. 

Saturday, April 15: Wave Hill History 
Walk: Discover the fascinating history of 
Wave Hill’s architecture and landscape on 
a walk with a Wave Hill History Guide. Hear 
about the people who once called Wave 
Hill home, among them Mark Twain, Theo-
dore Roosevelt, Bashford Dean and Arturo 
Toscanini. 

Saturday, April 15: Gallery Tour: Wave 
Hill’s Curatorial Fellow will lead a tour of the 
spring exhibitions in Glyndor Gallery. The 
group show, Outcasts: Women in the Wil-
derness, explores how women have been 
treated and portrayed as outcasts in his-
tory, myth and biblical legend. In the Sun-
room Project Space, Borinquen Gallo’s 
imaginary hive interior is informed by Wave 
Hill’s beehives. 

Wave Hill is located at 675 West 252nd 
Street. For further information call (718) 
549-3200 ext. 232

* * *
The New York Botanical Garden, 

Bronx River Parkway (Exit 7W) at Fordham 

Road, will offer the following programs and 
events:

What in the World is a Herbarium? 
through Sunday, October 29: With more 
than 7.8 million preserved specimens, the 
William and Lynda Steere Herbarium is the 
largest herbarium in the Western Hemi-
sphere. This exhibition celebrates the 
Steere Herbarium as the centerpiece of 
the Garden’s botanical research program, 
and a priceless resource for scholars from 
around the world. Through this exhibition, 
learn some of the many ways that Garden 
scientists are working to study and save 
the plants of the world.

Spring Fun: Saturday, April 15 and Sun-
day, April 16, 10 a.m.–5:30 p.m.: Watch 
the Garden’s plants and animals wake up 
from winter with buds bursting, birds nest-
ing, and seeds sprouting. Investigate the 
ways that nature signals spring and help 
our feathered friends build their nests with 
special nesting bags to take back to your 
neighborhood.

Dig! Plant! Grow! Wake Up, Garden: 
Saturday, April 15 and Sunday, April 16; 
1:30–5:30 p.m.: Plants and imaginations 
grow at the Howell Family Garden, where 
kids are encouraged to play in the dirt. Dis-
play gardens, such as the Global Gardens, 
Bean Tunnel, and Salad Bowl, and daily in-
teractive gardening activities delight and 
inspire.

Bird Walk: Saturday, April 15; 11 a.m.: 
Collect data on resident bird populations 
and migratory species that help to assess 
the health of bird populations and to guide 
conservation action.

For more information, call (718) 817-
8700 or visit nybg.org.

* * *
The Bronx Arts Ensemble presents 

the New York City premiere of favorites 
from movie music. Famed pianist/com-
poser Pablo Zinger has created arrange-
ments of fi lm scores of many musical 
styles.  The concert takes place on Satur-
day, April 22, at 8 p.m. in Studio Theatre @ 
Lehman College, 250 Bedford Park Boule-
vard West. Tickets are $32 (purchased in 
advance), $40 (at the door), and $90 (pri-
ority seating which includes $50 donation). 
To purchase tickets in advance go to bronx-
artsensemble.org.

Zinger will be joined by Bronx Arts En-
semble oboist Marsha Heller, clarinetist 
Mitchell Kriegler, violinist Jorge Avila, vio-
list Veronica Salas, cellist Eliana Mendoza 
and bassist Mary Ann McSweeney.

* * *
Lehman Center for the Performing 

Arts presents Jose Alberto “El Canario” 
and Septeto Santiaguero, together for the 
fi rst time at Lehman Center celebrating 
their  Latin Grammy® for the Best Tradi-
tional Tropical Album Tributo A Los Com-
padres: No Quiero Llanto, and nominated 
in the 2016 American Grammy®’S for Best 
Tropical Latin Album. Jose Alberto “El Ca-
nario” and Septeto Santiaguero will perform 
on Saturday, April 15th, 2017 at 8pm with 
a special presentation by Sonny Bravo, 
Johnny Rodriguez, Camilo Azuquita, and 
Jose Alberto “El Canario”, memories of TI-
PICA 73. Produced by Lehman Center and 
José Raposo. 

Lehman Center for the Performing 
Arts is on the campus of Lehman College/
CUNY at 250 Bedford Park Boulevard 
West. Tickets fare $125*, $65, $60, and 
$50 and can be purchased by calling the 
Lehman Center box offi ce at (718) 960-
8833, or through online access atwww.
LehmanCenter.org. 

*Havana Café and Lehman Center spe-
cial VIP pre-concert wine & hors d’oeuvres 
reception starting at 6:30pm. VIP tickets 
are $125 and include the reception and the 
best seats in the house. Low-cost on-site 
parking available for $5.

Taino Awards; BAAD festival; CI Library programs; Cathedral 
H.S. gala; NYBG highlights; Bronx Arts Ensemble concert



BRONX TIMES REPORTER, APRIL 7-13, 201762    BTR

LEGAL NOTICE

LEGAL NOTICE
LEGAL NOTICE

To Place Your Ad
Call 718-260-4595LEGAL NOTICES

More Classifieds  
online at 

BXTIMES.COM



BRONX TIMES REPORTER, APRIL 7-13, 2017 63  BTR

TOP DRIVER DISTRACTIONS
ADVERTORIAL

Using mobile phones
Leading the list of the 

top distractions behind the 
wheel are mobile phones. 
Phones now do more than 
just place calls, and driv-
ers often cannot pull away 
from their phones, even 
when driving. According to 
the California Department 
of Motor Vehicles, studies 
have shown that driving 
performance is lowered 
and the level of distraction 
is higher for drivers who 
are heavily engaged in cell 

phone conversations. The 
use of a hands-free device 
does not lower distraction 
levels. The percentage of 
vehicle crashes and near-
crashes attributed to di-
aling is nearly identical 
to the number associated 
with talking or listening. 

Daydreaming
Many people will admit 

to daydreaming behind 
the wheel or looking at a 
person or object outside of 
the car  for too long. Per-

haps they’re checking out 
a house in a new neighbor-
hood or thought they saw 
someone they knew on the 
street corner. It can be easy 
to veer into the direction 
your eyes are focused, caus-
ing an accident. In addition 
to trying to stay focused on 
the road, some drivers pre-
fer the help of lane depar-
ture warning systems.

Eating
Those who haven’t quite 

mastered walking and 

chewing gum at the same 
time may want to avoid 
eating while driving. The 
majority of foods require a 
person’s hands to be taken 
off of the wheel and their 
eyes to be diverted from the 
road. Reaching in the back 
seat to share some French 
fries with the kids is also 
distracting. 

Try to eat meals before 
getting in the car. For 
those who must snack 
while en route, take a 
moment to pull over at 

a rest area and spend 10
minutes snacking there 
before resuming the
trip.

Reading
Glancing at an adver-

tisement, updating a Fa-
cebook status or reading
a book are all activities 
that should be avoided 
when driving. Even pour-
ing over a traffic map or 
consulting the digital 
display of a GPS system 
can be distracting.
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his own way by doing his job as a police 
offi cer.”

Councilwoman Annabel Palma 
showed support for the CB 9 proposal.

“I’m receptive to the Sgt. Tuozzolo’s 
family, and the 43rd Precinct’s desire 
to commemorate his life as a fi rst-re-
sponder, contributing to the safety and 
viability of the 18th district,” she said 
in a statement. “Sgt. Tuozzolo was a per-
son that also appreciated nature, more 
specifi cally he was a big fan of the local 
parks; if CB 9’s initiative is in line--both 
in spirit and effect--with what the com-
munity wants, then I shall fully support 
them.”

Tuozzolo was one of many NYPD 
members who responded to a 911 call at 
2:45 p.m. that a male with a gun had bro-
ken into an apartment on Beach Avenue 
near the Cross Bronx Expressway.

A few minutes later, reports came 
that Rosales was seen fl eeing the scene 
in a red Jeep.

At 2:53 pm, a marked police car spot-
ted the Jeep and offi cers approached the 
vehicle.

Rosales began fi ring at the offi cers 
with a handgun which lead to the fateful 
shootout. 

Rosales was pronounced dead at the 
scene while Tuozzolo and Sgt. Emman-

Community Board 9 initiates Sergeant Tuozzolo park renaming 
From page 1 uel Kwo were transported to Jacobi Hos-

pital.
Tuozzolo was pronounced deceased 

at the hospital after suffering a gunshot 
wound to the head.

Kwo, who was shot in the leg, was in 
stable condition.

Rivera said the community board 
hopes to also get Noble Avenue renamed 
after Tuozzolo as well. 

The community board will also vote 
on the street renaming during the April 
20 meeting.

According to a representative from 
the NYC Parks Department, standard 
procedure dictates a person must be de-
ceased for fi ve years before a park can be 
renamed after them.

However, Rivera said CB 9 will peti-
tion Parks Department to move up that 
time table.

He also said CB 9 plans to get support 
from the community, local elected offi -
cials and the 43rd Precinct to push for 
the renaming.

(Right) Community Board 9 is pushing to 
have Noble Playground renamed after fallen 
Sgt. Paul Tuozzolo. 
 Photo Courtesy of Robert Christie

keep young people interested in their 
education.”

Klein’s funding for capital im-
provements is being held by the NYC 
Department of Parks and Recre-
ation. 

Harris said he hoped to see at 
least some of that funding go towards 
building and improving the park and 
designing the lecture area. 

He said elected offi cials like Klein 
and Councilman Rafael Salamanca 
have advocated for additional gov-

Effort to save slave graves; 
Hunts Point tries to preserve 

1800s burial ground
From page 1 ernment funding.

“Politicians have been support-
ive, but we haven’t seen the money,” 
he said.

Salamanca’s spokesman, Ryan 
Monell, said the organization did not 
meet all the prerequisites to receive 
city funding this year, but that the of-
fi ce would work with them on fund-
ing in the future.

“We certainly want to help them 
do the work they’re trying to do 
there,” he said. 

CB 2 chairman Dr. Ian Amritt said 
the project will need another $3 to 5 
million to make the project a reality.

“It requires an architect to de-
velop a plan so we can present it to 
the board of the Parks Department 
for them to act upon,” Amritt said. 
“They are the conduit for any gov-
ernment funds given to the organiza-
tion.” 

Once funding is acquired, Amritt 
hopes to see the site identifi ed as an 
historic site so they can get endow-
ments from the federal government.

Donations can be mailed to Afri-
can Slave Burial Ground Incorpo-
rated, 830 Southern Boulevard, 4th 
fl oor Bronx, N.Y.  10459.

It requires an architect 
to develop a plan so 
we can present it to 

the board of the Parks 
Department for them to 

act upon.
Dr. Ian Amritt

A south Bronx nonprofi t is working to preserve slave remains buried beneath Drake Park in 
Hunts Point in hopes of creating an educational center. Arthur Cusano
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BY LAURA AMATO
Andres Rivera considers 

himself a pretty humble kid – 
unless he’s on the basketball 
court. 

If he’s on the basketball 
court the Walton senior turns 
into something different. He’s 
not quiet anymore. He’s deter-
mined and focused and noth-
ing short of enthusiastic. It’s 
become one of his most defi n-
ing athletic characteristics 
and, on April 2, Rivera show-
cased that distinct lack of si-
lence, competing in the May-
or’s Cup at Baruch College. 

“I found out I’d been chosen 
for this game just after we won 
the city championship,” Ri-
vera said. “It was a lot. I really 
wanted to play in this game. 
This was one of my senior year 

bucket-list things.”
Rivera didn’t start play-

ing basketball until eighth 
grade, introduced to the sport 
by his brother in an attempt 
to get him out of the house and 
around kids his own age. 

That, of course, was easier 
said than done for Rivera who, 
at the time, preferred the con-
sistent comfort of his relatively 
quiet routine. 

“I was a stay at home kind 
of kid and my brother said it 
would help me get more ath-
letic, help me meet people and 
see the city,” Rivera said. “Bas-
ketball could take me far and 
my man goal is to keep play-
ing.”

Rivera’s brother wouldn’t 
take no for answer, however, 
and despite his early protests, 

the Walton standout found 
himself appreciating the game 
the more he played. In fact, he 
says it’s the game – not his stats 
or the win totals – that keep 
him focused, even now. 

“I really liked the game,” 
Rivera said. “I liked the con-
cept of the game and I just kept 
with it.”

Rivera has come into his 
own over the last few seasons 
at Walton. He averaged just 
under four points during his 
sophomore year, but improved 
as a junior, leading the squad 
to a postseason berth. This sea-
son was by far his best. 

Rivera averaged 19.8 points, 
11.4 rebounds and four assists 
during the regular season and 
notched 17.8 points and 12.3 re-
bounds during the playoffs, 

jumpstarting Walton’s champi-
onship run. 

As far as Rivera was con-
cerned, though, there was noth-
ing better than capping off the 
season with an appearance in 
the Mayor’s Cup – notching one 
last chance to prove himself in 
front of the city. 

“It’s been a great year,” Ri-
vera said. “We won a city cham-
pionship, came up short in the 
state championship, but to fi n-
ish off here is awesome. To get 
another medal in the Mayor’s 
Cup and win the Mayor’s Cup 
is a great honor.”

It’s been a long and winding 
road for Rivera – who lives in 
Highbridge – but he wouldn’t 
change a moment of it. Bas-
ketball wasn’t always on his 
radar, but the game has come 

to defi ne him and, he hopes, 
make him just a bit better, both 
on and off the court. 

“It’s been awesome,” he said. 
“It helped me out a lot more, 
talking to my teammates, got 
to know people better and I’m 
more enthusiastic now.”

Rivera’s hope, now, is to 
keep playing basketball as 
long as possible. He’s wrapped 
up his high school career the 
best way he can and now he’s 
got his sights set on a college 
opportunity, anxious to make 
a bit of noise at the next level 
as well. 

“The expectation is to go to 
college for free,” Rivera said. 
“I just want to keep playing. 
I’m going to play on the cir-
cuit and then college is just the 
next step.”

“It’s now these guys’ opportunity to make their own 
mark and make their own championship. These 
guys are just focused on going out as seniors and 
winning a championship for this team.”
CHRIS HEMSLEY . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 71

MAKING SOME NOISE:
WALTON SENIOR 
WRAPS UP HIS
CAREER IN
MAYOR’S CUP

Walton’s Andres Rivera didn’t start playing basketball until eighth grade, but the sport has come to defi ne the senior standout throughout high school. Photo by Robert Cole
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BY LAURA AMATO
This is the story of how 

Del got her spark back. 
Monsignor Scanlan se-

nior star Delphynia Sparks 
had it all planned at the 
start of the season. She’d 
already committed to VCU, 
was the unquestioned leader 
of the Crusaders and had her 
sights set on a state champi-
onship run. 

Then she got hurt. 
Sparks battled a lingering 

ankle injury all season and 
getting back into the swing 
of things on and off the court 
has been a nonstop work in 
progress. 

“It’s been hard,” Sparks 
said. “Just trying to work on 
my ankle and getting stron-
ger. It was frustrating to try 
and get through that.”

Sparks first injured her 
ankle during an early-sea-
son scrimmage and was told 
that she’d simply sprained 
it. She got crutches, rested 
up and nothing changed – it 
still hurt. 

So she went for a second 
opinion with an orthopedic 
doctor and was told she had, 
in fact, fractured her ankle. 

“It still hurt and it wasn’t 
healing,” Sparks said. “So 
when I went to the orthope-
dics they told me it was frac-
tured and I needed a soft 
cast. That took another two 
weeks to heal.”

Sparks did her best to stay 
positive throughout the en-
tire season – going through 
a rehab regiment and a set-
back after she retweaked her 
ankle – but it wasn’t always 
easy. She’s a competitor at 
heart and all she wanted this 
season, her final at Scanlan, 
was to get back out on the 
court. 

“My friends and my team-
mates just always supported 
me,” Sparks said. “They kept 
telling me when I came back, 
that I would be how I was. 
That really helped keep my 
confidence up.”

Sparks relied on her 
squad and while she wasn’t 
able to get back into the 
starting lineup as quickly as 
she would have hoped, she 
did her best to support the 
team from the bench. 

She became a bit of a 
quasi-coach during the regu-
lar season, helping the Cru-
saders on the road to another 
dominant year. 

Sparks, finally, got back 
onto the court regularly in 
late January, but she’s the 
first to admit that she didn’t 
start playing to her full po-

tential until the postseason. 
There were nerves she didn’t 
quite expect, determined not 
to reinjure herself. 

“For me, I usually play 
without thinking of anything 
else,” Sparks said. “But this 
one I started to overthink 
and panic and that didn’t re-
ally help me.”

Sparks said she started to 
feel like herself in the city 
title game against The Mary 
Louis Academy and while 
Scanlan came up short in 
that matchup – and the state 
championship game against 
the Hilltopppers – she was 
just thankful to get the ball 
back in her hands again. 

That confidence got an-
other boost on April 2 as 
Sparks competed in the 
Mayor’s Cup for the CHSAA, 
connecting on the go-ahead 
three pointer to lift her squad 

to a victory over the PSAL. It 
was a big-time bucket and ex-
actly the kind of play Sparks 
needed to prove, even to her-
self, she can still compete. 

“That boosts my confi-
dence a lot,” she said. “It 
shows me that I’m still that 
scorer and I’m still capable 
of doing what I’m supposed 
to do on the court.”

Sparks is focused on the 
next step now, more ready 
than ever to take her game 
to the next level. 

She’s been through plenty 
this season and, after it all, 
she’s just ready to spark an-
other roster, determined to 
be the best player she can 
be. 

“I want to get my body 
back in shape,” Sparks said. 
“I want to get it to the best 
place I can and then just get 
back to playing.”

Scanlan star’s battle with injury, sparks her determination

Del Sparks connected on the go-ahead three-pointer to lift the CHSAA to a victory over the PSAL in the Mayor’s Cup on April 2. 
 Photo by William Thomas

Scanlan senior standout Del Sparks battled a lingering ankle injury all 
season, but she’s worked get her momentum back before heading to 
VCU. Photo by William Thomas
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BY LAURA AMATO
The Fordham Prep la-

crosse team has no interest in 
the word “repeat.” It, simply, 
isn’t part of the Rams’ vocab-
ulary. 

The team may have won a 
CHSAA state title last season, 
but this year’s Fordham Prep 
squad is a different group, 
with different players and, 
most importantly, a fi erce de-
termination to prove itself all 
over again. 

The Rams want to win, of 
course, but they’re not inter-
ested in repeating. This isn’t a 
title defense – this is a brand-
new start. 

“I don’t think the word re-
peat has ever come up once. 
Last year was fun, but this is 
a completely different team,” 
said Rams coach Chris Hems-
ley. “It’s now these guys’ op-
portunity to make their own 
mark and make their own 
championship. These guys are 
just focused on going out as se-
niors and winning a champi-
onship for this team.”

Fordham Prep returns a 
good chunk of its roster from 
last season – over 20 players 
from the squad – but the Rams 
aren’t willing to rest on their 
laurels. 

This year’s team spent 
the better part of the offsea-
son fi nding its rhythm and 
settle into a momentum that 
will, hopefully, translate into 
wins. 

“We’re just looking to carry 
on that run,” said senior mid-
fi elder Mac Randell. “It’s a lot 
of hard work, learning the 
offense and getting through 
our sets. Those kids have 
won a state championship, so 
they have a kind of bravado. 
They’re just hungry.”

There’s plenty of experi-
ence on the Rams’ roster, but 
it’s not an exact duplicate 
of last season. In fact, this 
spring, most of the Fordham 
Prep starters are getting their 
fi rst chance at extended min-
utes on the fi eld. 

It’s been a defi nitive work 
in progress for the group – set-

tling into brand-new roles and 
leadership expectations. 

“Last year that senior 
class, it was like having other 
coaches out there,” Hemsley 
said. “They knew what we 
wanted, they were very vo-
cal and now guys are asked 
to step into those leadership 
roles. So far it’s been a pretty 
good experience.”

They may not be thinking 
about a repeat, but the Rams 
are not lacking for confi dence 
– or physicality. 

In fact, as far as this year’s 
team is concerned, half the 
fun of suiting up is getting 
the chance to check your op-
ponent. Fordham Prep is de-
termined to push pace and at-
tack, quite literally. 

“I play football in the fall, 
so I always like to take some 
of that intensity and a bit of 
a different culture and bring 
it into lacrosse,” said senior 
midfi elder Thomas Natkin. 
“There’s defi nitely a lacrosse 
culture and I defi nitely think 
the best way is to lead by ex-

ample. If someone sees you 
hit somebody, they’re going to 
say why can’t I do that and it 
gets it all started.”

The Rams opened up the 
season with three victories, 
but there’s still a long way to 
go before the playoffs and an-
other run at a title. 

Repeat might not be on the 
table this spring, but victory 

is and Fordham Prep is as de-
termined as ever to add an-
other trophy to the case. 

“These guys hustle. That’s 
always tough to coach and 
to teach, so these guys right 
now, they hustle,” Hemsley 
said. “And if the team contin-
ues to do that, the x’s and o’s 
will eventually fall into place. 
There’s no quit in them.”

Fordham Prep lax not 
looking to repeat, just win

Fordham Prep lacrosse standouts Mac Randell (left) and Thomas Natkin 
aren’t looking to repeat after clinching a state title last season, they’re 
looking to start their own legacy. CNG/Laura Amato

LEGENDARY BAR AND GRILL
Full Dining Room Menu Always Available

Legendary Bar and Grill 
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Offers exclude tax, tags and MV fees. Advertised offers are valid on in-stock inventory and may not be available at the time of selection. Vehicles are 
available on a first come first serve basis. ^Based on Mazda data for 2014-2016 New Car sales. Offers expire 4/9/17

149 EAST MAIN STREET NEW ROCHELLE, NY 10801 • 914-595-1551
SALES HOURS: MON-THURS 9AM-9PM, FRI-SAT 9AM-6PM, SUNDAY 12PM-5PM   SERVICE HOURS: MON-FRI 8AM-6PM, SAT 8AM-4PM, SUNDAY CLOSED

MazdaofNewRochelle.com

MANAGER’S 
SPECIALS

• 12-MONTH/12,000-MILE LIMITED VEHICLE WARRANTY

• 7-YEAR/100,000-MILE WARRANTY

• 24-HOUR EMERGENCY ROADSIDE ASSISTANCE

• 160-POINT MECHANICAL INSPECTION

Volume Mazda Dealer in the Bronx and Westchester^
3 YEARS IN A ROW!

2014 Mazda

CX-5 Touring ..........$19,595
Stk# MU2926, 4 cyl, auto, 14,548 mi

2013 Acura 

TL SH-AWD ............$21,995
Stk# MU2878A, V6, auto, 34,828 mi

2014 Mazda CX-5 Grand 
Touring AWD ..........$21,795
Stk# MU2885, 4 cyl, auto, 21,513 mi

2014 Infiniti  

QX60 AWD ..............$27,395
Stk# MU2833A, V6, CVT, 49,125 mi

2017 Mazda CX-3 Grand 

Touring ...................$22,995
Stk# MU2912, 4 cyl, auto, 2,424 mi

2016 Audi A3 3.0T 

Premium Plus ........$45,795
Stk# MU2909, V6, auto, 5,617 mi

2013 Mazda 

Mazda3 i Touring ......................................$11,495
Stk# MU2727, 4 cyl, auto, 38,877 mi

2014 Mazda 

Mazda6 i Touring ......................................$14,995
Stk# MU2741A, 4 cyl, auto, 37,130 mi

2014 Mazda 

Mazda3 i Grand Touring ............................$16,465
Stk# MU2817, 4 cyl, auto, 7,793 mi

2014 Mazda 

CX-5 Touring  ............................................$18,295
Stk# MU2762A, 4 cyl, auto, 25,723 mi

2015 Mazda 

CX-5 Sport ................................................$18,995
Stk# MU2801A, 4 cyl, auto, 17,402 mi

2014 Nissan 

Altima 2.5 .............................................. $11,695
Stk# MU2830A, 4 cyl, CVT, 36,039 mi

2015 Chevrolet 

Cruze 2LT ............................................... $12,295
Stk# MU2796A, 4 cyl, auto, 37,130 mi

2013 MINI 

Cooper S Convertible ............................. $13,695
Stk# MU2771, 4 cyl, auto, 62,905 mi

2016 Ford 

Focus SE ................................................ $12,995
Stk# MU2800A, 4 cyl, auto, 15,798 mi

2015 Jeep 

Patriot Latitude 4x4 ............................... $15,395
Stk# MU2807A, 4 cyl, CVT, 30,593 mi

CERTIFIED
PRE-OWNED

Hurry in for the BEST selection! WE HAVE VEHICLES TO FIT EVERY BUDGET!

100MUST
SELL

PRE-OWNED 
VEHICLES IN

30DAYS




